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Election 2024 latest news: Biden to highlight chips investments during New York trip
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Maegan Vazquez, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Perry Stein, Devlin Barrett, Spencer Hsu, Rachel Weiner, Philip Bump, Siobhan O'Grady, Anastacia Galouchk, Marianna Sotomayor, Ann Marimow, Tobi Raji, Glenn Kessler, Patrick Marley, Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Liz Goodwin, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Maxine Joselow, Hannah Knowles, Toluse Olorunnipa, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez | 2024-04-25
President Biden is in Syracuse, N.Y., on Thursday to tout up to $6.1 billion in federal grants to Micron Technology, part of an ongoing effort to bolster the nation's supply of semiconductors. The funding is the result of the bipartisan Chips and Science Act passed in 2022, which Biden is highlighting ahead of November's general election against former president Donald Trump.
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Live updates: Supreme Court seems poised to allow Trump's D.C. trial, but not soon
The Supreme Court is weighing Donald Trump's claim that he is immune from prosecution on charges of conspiring to overturn the 2020 presidential election.
By Washington Post staff, Ann Marimow, Rachel Weiner, Tobi Raji, Spencer Hsu, Perry Stein, Devlin Barrett | 2024-04-25
The Supreme Court appeared poised to reject Donald Trump's sweeping claim that he is immune from prosecution on charges of trying to subvert the 2020 election, but in a way that is likely to significantly delay his stalled election-interference trial in D.C.
During nearly three hours of oral argument, several conservative justices said they were concerned about hampering the power of future presidents or subjecting them to the whims of a politically motivated prosecutor. Liberal justices emphasized that a president is not above the law.
Much of the discussion has focused on which allegations in the indictment involve potentially official acts, which means the high court's ruling is likely to create more work for the lower courts before trial proceedings can restart.
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Takeaways from the Supreme Court argument on Trump's criminal immunity
Conservative justices seemed focused on preventing runaway prosecutions of future presidents. Liberals worried about lawless kings. And other key takeaways. 
By Devlin Barrett, Ann Marimow | 2024-04-25
The Supreme Court spent hours Thursday morning debating former president Donald Trump's claim of immunity from prosecution for allegedly conspiring to undo the results of the 2020 election. The ruling, which could come in June, could do far more than chart the course of Trump's case; it may forever alter the boundaries of presidential power.
"We're writing a rule for the ages," Justice Neil Gorsuch said.
As they try to write such a rule, here are the big takeaways from the oral argument:
"There is no perfect system," assistant special counsel Michael Dreeben told the high court as he argued for them to allow the prosecution of Trump, the presumptive 2024 Republican presidential nominee, to proceed. He faces four felony counts for allegedly trying to block Joe Biden's 2020 victory.
Dreeben told the justices the current legal system "works pretty well." It may need some fine tuning in the form of whatever ruling the court makes, he said, but not "the radical proposal" offered by Trump's lawyer -- that Trump, and all presidents, operate with broad protection from criminal prosecution.
"I agree," said Amy Coney Barrett, a Trump appointee.
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. slammed the sweeping decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit that denied Trump's immunity claim. If a majority of the nine-justice panel agrees with him, that could push Trump's trial well past the election.
Roberts characterized the February decision reached by the appeals court as saying in essence that "a former president can be prosecuted because he's being prosecuted." He called that "circular" reasoning and added, "it concerns me."
The chief justice then floated a proposal that could make the entire issue more complicated and time-consuming, rather than less.
"Now, you know how easy it is in many cases for a prosecutor to get a grand jury to bring an indictment," Roberts said. "Why shouldn't we either send it back to the Court of Appeals or issue an opinion making clear that that's not the law?"
If the Supreme Court did send the question of presidential immunity back to the appeals court, that would likely eat up weeks or months -- potentially opening a can of legal worms that could take a lot of time for judicial debate and decisions.
The Supreme Court ruling is considered hugely important to Trump's political and legal chances, but conservative justices kept insisting they were more worried about all future White House officeholders than the specific fate of the 45th president.
Justice Brett Kavanaugh said their ruling will have "huge implications" for the future of the presidency, and the country, adding: "I'm not as concerned about the here and now, I'm more concerned about the future."
Kavanaugh said he was worried that the trend of prosecutors investigating presidents is only growing. "It's not going to stop, it's going to cycle back and be used against the current president and the next president and the next president after that," he said.
The three liberal justices also focused much of their attention on the future implications of an immunity ruling -- but they worried most that granting Trump protection in this case would subvert the very premise of the founding of the United States, to escape the tyranny of kings.
"The Framers did not put an immunity clause into the Constitution. They knew how to," said Justice Elana Kagan. "They were reacting against a monarch who claimed to be above the law. Wasn't the whole point that the president was not supposed to be above the law?"

Justice Elena Kaganon April 25 asked former president Donald Trump's attorney what hypothetical situations could be considered private or official acts.


Trump lawyer John Sauer said the Constitution was designed to build "checks on the presidency," and did not describe a format for criminal prosecution of a president.
While the conservatives fretted that ruling against Trump would create a permanently hobbled presidency, the liberals fretted that giving him significant immunity would encourage a new kind of criminal presidency without consequence.
(Like what you're reading? If so, sign up here to get the Trump Trials newsletter in your inbox every Sunday.)
Perry Stein, Rachel Weiner and Spencer S. Hsu contributed to this report.
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Live updates: Ex-National Enquirer publisher testifies about adult-film actress, others at Trump's hush money trial 
Former National Enquirer publisher David Pecker is testifying again in Donald Trump's trial on charges of business fraud related to hush money payments. 
By Shayna Jacobs, Derek Hawkins, Tom Jackman, Hannah Knowles, Isaac Arnsdorf, Jabin Botsford, Glenn Kessler, JM Rieger, Peter Jamison, Mark Berman | 2024-04-25
Ex-National Enquirer publisher David Pecker's testimony Thursday in Donald Trump's hush money trial in New York included references to adult-film actress Stormy Daniels and deals to quash potentially embarrassing stories about Trump ahead of the 2016 presidential election.
Before Pecker began, prosecutors again asked the court to hold Trump in contempt of a gag order, citing additional statements he has made over the past two days.
On the witness stand Thursday, Pecker said he spoke directly with Trump and his aides about paying to shut down a former Playboy model's story about a year-long affair with Trump. He also said he heard about a story involving Daniels.
The Supreme Court on Thursday heard arguments about Trump's claim that he is immune from criminal prosecution on charges of trying to overturn the 2020 election. See more here.
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Anti-democratic warning signs are blinking in current polling
The Pew Research Center found indifference among Republicans about Donald Trump's actions in 2020 and about the need to concede in the future.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-25

Rep. Andy Kim (D-N.J.) helps officers from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives clean up debris and personal belongings strewn across the floor of the Capitol Rotunda in the early hours of Jan. 7, 2021. (Andrew Harnik/AP) 


If Donald Trump loses the election this November, why would he not once again try to subvert that loss?
This is not a baseless question, certainly. Both Trump's critics and his supporters agree that Trump tried to prevent Joe Biden from taking office; they just disagree on the validity of that effort. Most Republicans -- 62 percent in a December Washington Post-University of Maryland poll -- believe there is solid evidence that the 2020 election was tainted by fraud, which is false. This belief undergirds the idea that Trump's post-2020-election efforts were rooted in his fighting against an illegal effort to influence the presidency rather than being such an illegal effort.
That view still holds. The Pew Research Center published data Wednesday showing that about half of Republicans (and independents who lean Republican) think Trump did nothing wrong in trying to overturn his 2020 loss, with a fifth indicating they were "not sure" if he did anything wrong. That's more than two-thirds of the party, claiming innocence or uncertainty. Americans overall (and Democrats/Democratic leaners overwhelmingly) think that Trump did something wrong or broke the law.




That Trump's post-2020 actions are not seen by many in his base as a subversion of democracy is reflected in another question asked by Pew. Respondents were presented with a number of characteristics that might apply to Biden or Trump and asked how confident they were that the characteristics applied to the candidates.
Just more than a third of respondents said they were "extremely" or "very" confident that Biden respects America's democratic values. Only a slightly lower percentage said the same of Trump. Among Biden supporters, confidence was higher: Three-quarters said they were confident in Biden's respect for democracy. Among Trump supporters, two-thirds had similar confidence in their candidate.




There's a level of abstraction here that's important to recognize. Asking if a candidate you support respects democracy is a bit like asking if he is a good dude; you're going to be inclined to say yes. Overlay the willingness of Republicans and Trump supporters to dismiss the idea that he did anything wrong after the 2020 election and you get equivalence with Biden -- who has shown no similar inclination to set aside democratic determinations.
Pew asked another question that gets at the democracy issue more obliquely. How important is it, they asked respondents, for losing candidates to concede an election? Both supporters of Biden and Trump largely said that it was "very" or "somewhat" important. But while 77 percent of Biden supporters said it was very important (as did 60 percent of all respondents), fewer than half of Trump supporters agreed.




Pew compared those responses to previous polling on the same question. In November 2016, just before the election that Trump was expected to lose, even fewer of his supporters -- 31 percent -- said a concession was important. At every point, at least about 6 in 10 supporters of the Democrat have said that it's very important for losing candidates to concede. (The losing candidate in 2016, Hillary Clinton, quickly conceded to Trump.)
The situation in 2024 is different from 2020 in that Trump is no longer president. That means that some of the tactics he deployed then might not be possible, such as trying to get his vice president to undercut the electors being counted by Congress. But many others still are, from pressuring state and local officials to introducing alternate slates of electors. Such efforts would be trickier, given the backlash to them over the past several years, including this week. But there is nothing preventing Trump from once again alleging impropriety or illegality in an effort to undermine any potential loss.
Of course, the Pew poll also showed that he and Biden are tied nationally, leaving him in a better position now than during the 2020 election. He may not need to subvert his election loss in November because he may just win.
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FCC reinstates net neutrality, but it's not as easy as it once was
5G's ability to offer different speeds for different purposes upends the traditional concept of net neutrality. 
By Eva Dou | 2024-04-25

(Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


The Federal Communications Commission voted 3-2 Thursday to put the internet back under "net neutrality" regulation, reprising Obama-era rules that prohibit internet service providers from discriminating against certain websites by throttling or blocking them.
But the new FCC rules have run into a hitch: how to define the "internet" in the year 2024.
The internet has changed dramatically since the early 2000s, when the idea of internet service providers having to treat all data equally first became popular. Two major changes since then include the shift from personal computers to mobile devices and the growing number of items connected to the internet, from robot vacuum cleaners to entire factories.
As the internet has proliferated, the question of precisely where it begins and ends has become murkier. Now, some mobile executives are arguing that an emerging 5G technology called "network slicing" should be considered to lie in the hazy realm beyond the internet's borders, unconstrained by net neutrality.
The proposal has sparked controversy because these 5G "slices" are not just a small side show and may well be core to what the internet becomes in its next phase. Technologists are expecting network slices will run next-generation killer apps, from autonomous vehicles to self-regulating factories to remote surgeries via robot arms to ultrarealistic video games, all of which will rely on the slices' ability to operate as "fast lanes" with high speeds and low lag times.
"It is the technology that will help unlock the full potential of telemedicine, autonomous vehicles, automated manufacturing and virtual reality," AT&T spokesman Alex Byers said.
But is it internet? What is internet?
The FCC came up with a list of internet-connected applications exempt from net neutrality back in 2015, considering them not really the internet, even though they were hooked to it. These included heart monitors, energy consumption sensors and automobile control systems. The FCC said last year it would review the list of exemptions, asking the public, "Are these still appropriate examples of data services that are outside the scope of broadband Internet access service?"
Since then, mobile operators have pushed the FCC hard for the network slicing exemption. T-Mobile, in particular, sent a 66-page comment to the FCC arguing that network slicing did not meet the definition of "broadband internet access service."
This has drawn a backlash from consumer advocates, who warn that it may be a loophole large enough to exempt a significant chunk of the internet from regulation, to the detriment of the rest of the internet.
"When you make those slices, what ends up happening as a consequence is that the general internet gets slower," said Chao Jun Liu, a legislative associate at the Electronic Frontier Foundation. "That is a clear violation of net neutrality."
It's a complicated question to untangle. Indeed, the structure of 5G -- designed to run multiple separated networks or slices at different speeds and latencies -- appears fundamentally to contradict the traditional concept of net neutrality of all data flowing at the same speed through a pipe, with nothing allowed to jump the queue or be pushed to the back. It's unclear how the FCC will square that circle.
Not that long ago, the obscurities of how cell towers worked wouldn't have had much to do with regulation of broadband internet, which ran through fiber-optic cables. But the two realms are now very much intertwined, with both technologies under the purview of net neutrality. 5G powers not only smartphones, but also a good chunk of home internet connections in the United States through "fixed wireless" services.
The FCC has been seeking to find a middle ground where consumers' interests are protected, but companies still feel able to innovate. FCC spokesman Jonathan Uriarte said the agency is still pondering the details, but said "the FCC will not allow 'network slicing' to be used as a get-out-of-jail free card for net neutrality violations."
The FCC restoration of net neutrality at its monthly open meeting is part of an expansion of FCC authority called Title II, which grants the agency the ability to investigate internet outages and treats internet service providers as utilities.
The FCC first adopted net neutrality in 2015 after more than a decade of debate over the issue. It was repealed in 2018 under the Trump administration, which considered the rules too restrictive on businesses, discouraging investment in network upgrades. The Biden administration has always signaled it intended to restore them, but did not have a Democratic majority on the FCC until this past October.
FCC commissioners focused on the consumer benefits of internet oversight in their public comments ahead of the vote, even as they try to sort out the fine print of network slicing behind closed doors.
"It's just common sense that we should have some meaningful oversight of this essential service," FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel told reporters last week. "The reality right now is that the FCC can gather data about long-distance voice outages, not broadband outages. There's nothing modern about that."
In the 2023 American Customer Satisfaction Index, a survey of tens of thousands of consumers, internet service providers ranked second-lowest in customer satisfaction among industries, with only gas stations ranking lower.
"We often get lost in the weeds and throw around jargon like reclassify and Title II," said Sen. Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.). "But net neutrality is much simpler than that ... it's about ensuring that monopoly or duopoly broadband providers cannot squash competition, squeeze consumers and squish the little guy."
Consumer activists began mobilizing around the network slicing issue after noticing that companies  such as AT&T and Verizon were already mentioning consumer-facing technologies like video games in their marketing materials about the next-generation technology. AT&T is arguing that its deployment of faster slices would be consistent with net neutrality, as app makers would decide if they want to be included in a slice (without having to pay a fee), and consumers could decide if they pay for premium service, which the company believes would not be AT&T picking winners and losers.
"We will implement this technology in a manner that is controlled by end users, creates more choice and is consistent with open internet principles," said Byers, the AT&T spokesman. "App-makers, not us, will have control over whether their app uses a particular slice."
Some net-neutrality proponents say such a solution would not suffice. Barbara van Schewick, a law professor at Stanford University, said that the creation of these fast lanes would still slow down the rest of the internet due to fixed bandwidth.
"It's not as if you're just getting something extra," she said. "We're using some capacity that would have otherwise been used for the internet."
The FCC is receiving calls from net neutrality supporters to close the "loophole" by specifying that broadband operators are not only prohibited from slowing down certain types of network traffic, but also from speeding them up.
"Allowing ISPs [internet service providers] to speed up applications undermines the essence of net neutrality: ISPs should not be allowed to play favorites, whether by speeding up favored apps or slowing down disfavored ones," Scott Wiener, a Democratic member of the California state Senate, wrote to Rosenworcel in a letter on Tuesday.
Industry is arguing in return that broadly banning an emerging functionality of 5G would hinder innovation. The CTIA, a lobbying group for the U.S. wireless industry, warned of a chilling effect it termed, "Mother May I?"
In addition to the advent of network slicing, telecom industry executives have also been highlighting another change since the early days of the net neutrality debate: the rise of Big Tech internet giants as a second layer of gatekeepers that can and do discriminate against certain types of content on the internet.
Social media companies such as X have been known to throttle traffic to rivals' websites, behavior that would be a violation of net neutrality if done by internet service providers. John Strand, a telecom industry analyst, said Big Tech internet giants have consistently funded pro-net neutrality activism, in the interest of keeping internet service providers as "dumb pipes" and keeping the power to curate what consumers see on the web for themselves.
"Policymakers should be focusing on where there really are challenges to net neutrality. It's not with broadband providers, it's with Big Tech," said Jonathan Spalter, president of USTelecom, a lobbying group for broadband companies.
That battle falls outside the purview of the FCC. Other agencies such as the Federal Trade Commission and Justice Department have been pursuing antitrust cases against companies such as Google and Amazon for favoritism toward their own services over third-party ones.
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More details in the national conspiracy to overturn the 2020 election
Indictments in Arizona and new information in Michigan shows the scale of the effort to keep Donald Trump in power.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-25

Aide Walter Nauta opens a curtain for former president Donald Trump as he arrives for a caucus night watch party in Des Moines on Jan. 15. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Last month, the overhauled leadership of the Republican Party took a step aimed at keeping what Donald Trump insists occurred in 2020 -- that the election was somehow stolen by fraud or subversion, which it wasn't -- from happening again in 2024. Party co-chair Lara Trump, the former president's daughter-in-law, appeared on Fox News to hype the party's "first-ever election integrity division," run by attorney Christina Bobb, herself a member of the former president's circle.
It was either an odd or a fitting appointment, depending on how you look at it. Bobb wrote a book -- "Stealing Your Vote: The Inside Story of the 2020 Election and What It Means for 2024" -- elevating various debunked allegations about the election, particularly centered on Arizona, where she went to college. Putting Bobb in charge of "election integrity" was a bit like putting the guy who runs the Loch Ness souvenir shop in charge of finding the monster.
And that was before Wednesday, when Bobb was one of numerous Trumpworld figures indicted in Arizona on charges centered on the effort to subvert Joe Biden's victory in that state.
Those new indictments targeted a number of familiar names, including other Trump attorneys such as Rudy Giuliani, John Eastman and Jenna Ellis. It also included references to several unindicted co-conspirators, including (very obviously) Trump himself and his former attorney Kenneth Chesebro. A few hours earlier, several of those same individuals were also identified as unindicted co-conspirators in a case centered on the effort to subvert Biden's win in Michigan -- including Trump, Giuliani and former Trump chief of staff Mark Meadows.
With these new developments, there are now numerous sets of indictments in a number of states and at the federal level involving this same extended cast of characters. Including Trump's indictments in New York (for hiding repayments made to keep an adult-film actress quiet before the 2016 election) and Florida (for retaining classified documents after leaving the White House), this is what the legal landscape looks like in the vicinity of Donald Trump.




You'll notice that a number of names appear more than once. Take Trump, for example. He's been indicted four times, including twice for efforts to retain the presidency. He's been identified as an unindicted co-conspirator in two other cases.




Giuliani, for his part, has now been indicted twice (in Arizona and Georgia) and identified as an unidentified co-conspirator twice (related to the federal charges in D.C. and in Michigan).




In Arizona, Michigan and Nevada, the charges center on the effort to put forward alternate slates of electors before Jan. 6, 2021. (Several of those indicted in the Fulton County, Ga., indictments were also pseudo-electors in that state.) In the Arizona and Michigan indictments, those efforts were tied (through indictment or identification of co-conspirators) to Trump allies working on the national effort.
In the table below, "IN" indicates someone who has been indicted. "UC" indicates an unindicted co-conspirator. In the federal indictment brought in D.C., a sixth unindicted co-conspirator was described but has not been clearly identified. The New York Times has reported that it might be Boris Epshteyn.
Between these 11 individuals, there are 19 indictments above and at least 11 inclusions in indictments as unindicted co-conspirators.
What's revealed above is something that has been broadly understood for more than three years: There was a widespread effort to keep Trump in power that involved numerous Trump allies in multiple places. Slowly, that effort is being addressed by local, state and federal officials.
It seems safe to assume that, in her new role, Christina Bobb will not expend a lot of Republican Party resources trying to prevent the sorts of election subversion she herself is accused of advancing.
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The Tradwife Game 
Get to the end! 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-04-25

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Why not get rid of email at work? Daniel Pink answered your questions.
Dan Pink's live chat with readers was at 12 ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Daniel Pink | 2024-04-25
Daniel Pink writes the "Why Not?" column, imagining what's possible for improving our country, our organizations or our lives. He has previously written about paying teachers $100,000 a year, requiring a civics test for all Americans and selling baseball teams to their fans.
He responded to your "Why Not?" ideas and offered a sneak preview of some of the ideas he's exploring. Read the transcript below.
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Gaza-Israeli peace will come only by putting people before states
People around the world see the tremendous damage that Benjamin Netanyahu's war is doing to Israel as well as Gaza.
By Anne-Marie Slaughter | 2024-04-25

Pro-Israel activists counterdemonstrate at a Pro-Palestinian rally in New York on Oct. 13. (Stephanie Keith/Getty Images) 


Anne-Marie Slaughter is chief executive of New America. She was previously the director of policy planning at the State Department and the dean of Princeton University's School of Public and International Affairs.
The Biden administration must do whatever it can to protect the Palestinian people in Gaza and the West Bank. It must also do whatever it can to protect Israelis. That means both pausing military assistance to the Israeli government until Palestinian civilians in Gaza have sufficient food, water, medicine and shelter to survive the war, and guaranteeing the Israeli people that the United States and its allies will do all they can to protect them from further attack.
The key to this dual policy is focusing on the lives of the people on both sides rather than on supporting or withdrawing support for a state. Will Israel survive as a Jewish state? Will the Palestinian people get their own state? Government officials and foreign policy experts operate within an international system composed of states and, thus, typically focus on governments rather than people.
Right now, and for the foreseeable future, the lives of people -- men, women and children on both sides -- must supersede those questions. The Israeli government has killed tens of thousands of Palestinian men, women and children and could kill tens of thousands more in its quest to eradicate Hamas. Hamas and its backers seek to kill or expel the more than 7 million Jews living in Israel. Following the Oct. 7 attack, Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh announced that Hamas intended to follow up the attack "with a crushing defeat that will expel [the enemy] from our lands." Hamas alone cannot possibly do that. Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran combined could, if no other nations support the Israeli government in pushing them back.
It is impossible to know whether Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu believes he is protecting the Israeli people or simply is acting to keep himself in power by continuing and even widening the war he declared against Hamas but is pursuing against all Gazans. But people around the world who believe that the Israeli people have a right to live in peace and security in a Jewish state -- and that the Palestinian people have the same right in a Palestinian state -- can see the tremendous damage Netanyahu is doing. His policies are dramatically weakening support for Israel in the United States and Europe, possibly for years to come, and are returning Israel to pariah status across the Arab and Muslim world, undoing decades of progress toward normalization.
Israelis cannot see the long-term peril they are in because of the immediate trauma they are still experiencing as well as the information bubble that surrounds them. They see videos and hear stories of Oct. 7, over and over, much as Americans re-watched and relived the Sept. 11 videos of the planes hitting the twin towers, with people jumping to their deaths and 110 stories of steel and glass rippling to the ground in seconds. Israelis are also still under attack and heading for bomb shelters on a daily basis. However, Hebrew-speaking Israelis watching the news do not see the pictures of the pulverization of Gaza's apartment buildings, schools, hospitals and mosques; starving children and the parents who will do anything to try to feed them; relatives grieving the deaths of family members just as intensely as the relatives of Israelis murdered by Hamas. The pictures are certainly available, but neither Israeli journalists nor the country's Jewish citizens are looking for them.
President Biden and leaders in other countries that have traditionally supported Israel should speak directly to both the Israeli and Palestinian people. To the Palestinians, the message should be that we will do everything within our power to ensure they have what they need to survive and rebuild -- but that support for a Palestinian state must go hand in hand with recognition of Israel's right to exist in peace and security.
To the Israelis, Biden should speak directly about his commitment to their safety and prosperity. That commitment, however, cannot extend to a mode of self-defense that kills tens of thousands of civilians and, in the judgment of the U.S. government, endangers Israeli and U.S. interests around the world. After Oct. 7, the administration initially interpreted "having Israel's back" as supporting whatever the Israeli government decided to do in response. It is now entitled to decide that its commitment is to the Israeli people rather than to a government that is working against the best interests of its people. It is up to the Israelis, in turn, to hold new elections.
The U.S. military can directly defend Israel from attack, as it has just done, joining with the British, French and Jordanian governments to help shoot down scores of Iranian drones and missiles launched directly at Israel this month. U.S. ships and planes were directly involved in that defense and can continue to be. Indeed, the U.S. government, with the permission of the Israeli government, could even station American soldiers along Israel's borders. Choosing that mode of defending Israel is both far more consistent with international humanitarian law and with the protection of U.S. interests in the Middle East and beyond than providing a steady flow of the weapons that are killing Palestinians and destroying their land.
Of the $26 billion aid package for Israel just passed by Congress, only about $9 billion is earmarked for humanitarian aid to Gaza. Another $4 billion goes to replenishing Israel's missile-defense systems. The remainder, like the vast majority of U.S. aid to Israel, will likely enable the Israeli military to purchase U.S. weapons under the Foreign Military Financing program.
All these weapons are ultimately purchased with the tax dollars of the American people. Those dollars could be far better spent to protect the security and self-determination of both the Israeli and the Palestinian people.
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It's about time to hold Trump in contempt
Justice Juan Merchan must refuse to let former president Donald Trump undermine the rule of law.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-04-25

Former president Donald Trump speaks with reporters before going to Manhattan criminal court in New York, April 25. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


By the time Justice Juan Merchan held Tuesday's hearing in Donald Trump's business records falsification case, the district attorney had accumulated 10 instances in which the four-times-indicted former president had violated the court's order prohibiting him from threatening witnesses and jurors. The question was not really whether Trump had violated the gag order, but what, if anything, was Merchan going to do to protect jurors, witnesses and the integrity of the court.
Prosecutor Chris Conroy, arguing to hold Trump in contempt, reeled off the list of violations. He asserted that the hullabaloo Trump's attacks set off had already resulted in the loss of one juror, who complained about the press feeding frenzy. Conroy asked for the statutory limit of $1,000 per offense. He also requested that Merchan order Trump to take down the offending posts and warn him that future violations could result in incarceration. The requested penalty was strikingly mild, given the magnitude and multiplicity of the violations.
Trump lawyer Todd Blanche repeatedly drew Merchan's anger like few attorneys I have ever seen. "Justice Merchan has repeatedly pushed Todd Blanche to clarify his arguments, only to have Blanche deny that he is saying what he seems to be saying," the New York Times recounted. "Trump is very lucky that the jurors are not here for this. Merchan is really dressing down Blanche right now." Merchan scolded Blanche at one point: "You've presented nothing."
Merchan rejected Blanche's argument that Trump's post impugning the jury was simply a repost of an item by Fox News commentator Jesse Watters. "Your client manipulated what was said and put it in quotes," Merchan said. As the argument wound down, Merchan blasted Blanche: "Mr. Blanche, you are losing all credibility." It is one thing to lose a motion; it is quite another to alienate the judge so early in a trial.
Such exchanges encapsulate the impossibility of crafting arguments to excuse Trump's indefensible actions without running afoul of the truth and infuriating the judge. The defense counsel cannot control their client. Instead, they perform for him, reciting ridiculous and easily refuted arguments. That may fly in MAGA politics, but it's a disaster in the courtroom.
With so many discretionary calls left for Merchan to make, the defense counsel's missteps -- on everything from jury instructions to objections to testimony -- may damage their ability to persuade the judge on key issues. (The judge already upheld a surprising number of objections to Blanche's opening statement, a rarity in criminal cases.) Since most of these decisions would be purely discretionary, adverse rulings would not provide Trump with grounds for appeal.
While the judge has yet to rule, few doubt he will side with the prosecution. The hard test will come when Trump, unable or unwilling to contain himself, acts up again. At that point, Merchan may decide to incarcerate him for a brief time, perhaps when the court is not in session so as not to unduly prejudice the jury. That said, there may come a time when Trump gets reprimanded in the presence of the jury -- or is even removed for an extended incarceration. (His absence no doubt would be shocking to the jury.)
This sort of struggle with a recalcitrant defendant virtually never occurs. Most criminal defendants fear enraging the judge who possesses so much control over their fate. That a former president again seeking the job of chief executive -- whose job it is to enforce the law -- is repeatedly defying the court makes the situation all the more stunning. While Merchan's slap-downs may not impress Trump followers, who continue to view him as a victim, less ardent Republicans and independents may begin to get queasy about electing someone with such disdain for the law.
Finally, Trump should be concerned about a very concrete ramification of his defiance of the court. Under New York law, the defendant's "history, character and condition" are relevant criteria. Refusal to follow the court's orders, bullying of witnesses and jurors, and contempt for the judiciary as a whole would almost certainly weigh against him.
Trump might avoid incarceration for now, but his open and persistent defiance of the court may land him briefly behind bars before the trial is out -- or, worse, for an extended time after conviction.
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Why campus protests against Israel probably won't be effective
Students protesting against Israel at Columbia and elsewhere probably aren't persuading the average American voter.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-04-25

A demonstrator at the pro-Palestinian encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday. (Timothy A. Clary/AFP/Getty Images) 


An alien who landed on our planet during the current news cycle could be forgiven for concluding that the biggest foreign policy issue facing America today is what the U.S. government should do about Columbia University's occupation of the Palestinian territories. Otherwise, why would throngs of protesters be crowding the campus to protest actions more than 5,000 miles away?
The short answer is that they are advocating for a cease-fire in Gaza, for an academic boycott of Israeli universities, and for the administration to "divest all of Columbia's finances, including the endowment, from companies and institutions that profit from Israeli apartheid, genocide and occupation in Palestine," as one of the organizing groups put it. The longer answer is that American progressive activism, including Gaza activism, has become quite centered around college campuses.
While this might boost its influence among college-educated professionals, it often weakens the wider cause.
Divestment has become a popular idea on campus, meant to wound companies that offend protesters in various ways, from running private prisons to manufacturing firearms to producing fossil fuels. Many of these activists appear to have been inspired by the late 20th-century global campaign of boycotts, divestment and sanctions against South Africa, which is often credited with helping end apartheid in that country.
More recent campus efforts have had some successes. For example, under pressure from student activists in 2015, the Columbia endowment divested from private prison firms. However, it's not clear what effect this has had on anything other than the returns of the endowments.
It's true that U.S. university endowments represent a vast accumulation of capital, at least $839 billion at last count. And it seems as though that much money must be able to change the world, if it could all work together. But not all of that money is invested in stocks or corporate bonds; according to Columbia's annual trustee report, at the end of last year, only a quarter of its investments, about $3.7 billion, were in global equities. (Another $3.6 billion is in private equity, and the rest is in cash, fixed income and various alternative assets.) This is tiny compared with the roughly $100 trillion global stock market.
Of course, if a university holds an unusually large share of some stock, then selling it might drive its price down, at least temporarily, particularly for smaller firms and markets where trading is less frequent. But as long as there are buyers with fewer ethical scruples -- and there always are -- the stock's long-term price will mostly be set by market fundamentals, things such as expected returns, rather than ethical concerns. Even those temporary price changes will affect only the current owners, not the company that sold them stock long ago.
Stock prices can still influence company management decisions through indirect effects, but only to a point. If a company urgently needs to raise money for investment, a sell-off could make that harder. It also might make the now-poorer shareholders angry with management. But there are limits to the power of shareholder anger: Investors might demand that ExxonMobil do something to boost returns, but they are unlikely to demand that the company get out of the oil business altogether, because doing so would incinerate a lot more shareholder money. Similarly, shareholders are unlikely to demand that Boeing stop selling fighter planes to Israel.
It's harder still to translate divestment's small effect on companies into a change in the policies of the countries where those companies are headquartered. Countries such as Russia and Iran have persisted for years in the face of sanctions far more punishing than anything that the Columbia endowment, or all university endowments, could possibly impose.
This brings us back to our bewildered alien: Why Columbia? Why divestment? The answer is that Columbia is simply where activists are, and the endowment is something the Columbia administration can control, unlike the foreign policy of the United States -- or Israel.
By now, this pattern is familiar; on the left, issue after issue has been filtered through the prism of the campuses where so many activists are concentrated. Concerns about sexual assault frequently ended up centered on the campaign against campus rape; concerns about economic insecurity became demands for student loan forgiveness; concerns over the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza have become arguments about elite university endowments.
To some extent, this is natural. Universities have concentrated populations of progressive students whose flexible schedules that can be organized around political action, and of progressive administrators who can be expected to smile on these efforts. But it's also costly, because 20-year-olds don't necessarily make the best ambassadors for a cause. The most passionate, possibly, but not the most strategic.
The best hope that activists have of changing Israel's behavior isn't fiddling with university endowments; it's changing U.S. government policy on weapons sales to Israel. The best hope of doing that lies in convincing ordinary American voters that policy should change. And as political writer Matt Yglesias keeps pointing out, "The median voter is a 50-something White person who didn't go to college." Is this protest going to change that person's mind?
Hardly. It's difficult to imagine anything less likely to appeal to that voter than an  unsanctioned tent city full of belligerent elite college students whose chants have at least once bordered on the antisemitic.
There's only one real customer for that sort of performance: the participants themselves.
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Everyone should have a favorite tree. Here's mine.
A favorite tree is a living thing to admire and celebrate as time goes by.
By Mark Hendricks | 2024-04-25
Mark Hendricks, a professor of psychology and co-director of the animal behavior program at Towson University, is the author of "The Central Appalachians: Mountains of the Chesapeake."
Do you have a favorite tree?
In the expanse of Big Meadows, one of the most popular areas in Virginia's Shenandoah National Park, stands a lone gray birch tree. It is a beautiful tree. It emerges from the ground with multiple trunks sculpted by the wind, its form mimicking the veins of one's hand. Its bark is white, rather unusual for the area, and it is adorned with triangular leaves that turn a golden hue come October.
The tree is a member of a disjunct population that serves as a reminder of the Blue Ridge Mountains' boreal past. I met the tree two decades ago, on my first hike through the meadow. Over the years, I would admire its beauty through the seasons, from the way its bark matched the snows of winter to how its catkins wafted in spring winds. I began a photographic odyssey documenting the tree through seasonal changes and weather patterns. It was at first more akin to a muse but later became an old friend. I visit Shenandoah rather frequently to hike its trails and camp in the backcountry, and no trip is complete without a visit to my friend, my favorite tree.
Why do I admire this tree so much? Part of it, I guess, is its resilience. That it continues to thrive in a southerly latitude long past the period of its prime is impressive. Of course, I admire its beauty. When the warm glow of the rising sun, or the cool blue of evening twilight, is reflected off its bark, it becomes something marvelous. As does the sound of its leaves under a midnight sky. But mostly it is because when I see this tree, I am able to travel to the past, specifically my past. To times of joy, times of sorrow, of grief and loss, of marriage and childbirth. The seasons of my life follow the seasons of this tree.

The bark of the birch reflecting the cool blue of twilight. (Mark Hendricks) 


I don't have a school to visit where I can roam the halls laced with the nostalgia of my formative years. The schools I attended have been either bulldozed into concrete rubble or transformed into warehouse space for a hospital. But this birch tree still stands. A fixture in the constant progress of life and nature, for better or worse. What makes it all the more ironic is that the gray birch is generally a short-lived tree.
I first took my daughter to the tree after she turned 1, when the meadow floor was strewn with blue phlox. When she returned as a big sister and showed the tree to her brother, in autumn, when the meadow is painted with the scarlet hues of wild blueberry shrubs, she gave it a hug and said to her mother, "I love this tree, like Papa."
It is these moments that gave rise to my belief that everyone should have a favorite tree.

The birch tree from a frog's eye view. Mark Hendricks once saw a wood frog jump across the base of the tree and imagined what the tree would look like from the prospective of a very small animal. (Mark Hendricks) 



Mark Hendricks's children, Liliana and Adrian, playing around the tree in 2021. (Mark Hendricks) 


I think most of us can agree that trees in general deserve our admiration and respect. A Pew Research Center poll in 2020 found that 90 percent of Americans support planting trees to absorb carbon emissions. Not many issues can produce such a consensus. Trees provide food and oxygen as well as shade, and they increase property values. Planted in urban environments, they have positive effects on both physical and mental health. They protect wildlife: Brook trout thrive when Eastern hemlocks shade the mountain rivers they inhabit; the wandering salamander lives the entirety of its existence on the thick branch of a towering redwood. Trees inspire art and contribute to science.
But a favorite individual tree is something special. (Turns out, I'm not the only one who thinks so. After writing this, I was gratified to learn of a piece expressing similar sentiments, which I wholeheartedly approve.) It gives you a living thing of your own to admire and celebrate, to appreciate as time goes by. A favorite tree grows, as you do. A favorite tree has an expiration date, as you do. Take the time to find one and love it, if you haven't realized that you have one already.

On a solo camping trip Mark Hendricks took in 2020, it was rainy for a few days. On his last morning, the storm finally subsided and he saw a rainbow break through the clouds. (Mark Hendricks) 
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Congrats on buying Operation: Post-Roe! Here are the board game FAQs.
Introducing your new co-players: state legislators!
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-04-25

Introducing a new patient -- Cavity Samantha -- plus the chance to play with state legislators! (David J. Phillip/AP)


"Nobody's suggesting that a woman is not an individual and she doesn't deserve stabilization." -- Supreme Court Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. during oral arguments Wednesday for Idaho v. United States, concerning whether federal law can require hospitals to perform emergency abortions in states with bans.
"I think the premise of the question would be that the state of Idaho can declare that she cannot get to the stabilizing treatment even if she's going to die." -- Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar, arguing for the federal government.
***
Thank you for purchasing this updated copy of the classic game Operation! This edition changes longtime patient Cavity Sam to Cavity Samantha and includes a hugely expanded deck of playable cards that go well beyond the previous, limited world of "doctor" and "specialist."
We've gotten a lot of questions from our loyal customers about this game, including, "Why?" and "How do judicial rulings change what emergency care our patient receives?" We've tackled them below.
Q: I got Operation because I was excited to have a game where I could practice lifesaving operations on a fun cartoon figure that buzzed when I did it wrong. I love my Cavity Samantha, but I'm confused by the gameplay. When can I operate, exactly?
A: Thank you for buying Operation: Post-Roe! Sorry you're confused. If it makes you feel better, everyone is!
Q: But I didn't have this problem with Cavity Sam.
A: That's because Cavity Sam is always a person no matter where you're operating. That's not true of Cavity Samantha. That's just one of the many thrilling improvements we've made to our gameplay in light of the Dobbs decision. What family doesn't love to hear the cries of, "Wait! Before you take action to save the patient's life, let's check which state we're in! To the rule book!" or "Doctor! Stop right there! I'm Justice Samuel Alito!"
Q: Actually, I have a question about the inclusion of Justice Samuel Alito as an unavoidable character in this game. Why?
A: What game isn't more fun with the inclusion of Justice Samuel Alito?
Q: Scrabble.
A: We'll have to agree to disagree.
Q: Why does my Justice Alito shout "Stop, Doctor! We must weigh the competing interests of Cavity Samantha against those of the unborn child!" in situations where doing so would be totally senseless -- i.e., emergency situations where because of pregnancy complications, the loss of the fetus is inevitable but the loss of the life of the person carrying that fetus is not?
A: Ah, you're again making the mistake of thinking your Cavity Samantha is a person. That's why we wrote "ONLY A PERSON SOMETIMES" on the box in big red letters. Doctors keep forgetting that, and then they lose the game -- and their licenses!
Q: What are all these new cards?
A: Great question! We're so excited to introduce the new cards "state legislator," "state Supreme Court" and "Vintage Law from 1864." Unlike the "doctor" and "specialist" cards, which identified the medically necessary procedure and gave you the ability to perform it, these cards contain no medical expertise whatsoever and are there to discourage you from operating. Indeed, if you do, they will initiate "legal action," and you can face a minimum of two years in prison!
Q: But the patient will die!
A: What patient?
Q: Cavity Samantha!
A: Oh, right. Again, Cavity Samantha is only sometimes a patient worthy of stabilization.
Q: It's not fun for me to watch the patient die.
A: The patient doesn't always die! Sometimes she just suffers a debilitating, life-altering injury!
Q: This isn't an enjoyable game.
A: It's not our problem that you can't see how much fun it is to put care decisions in the hands of lots of people who aren't doctors, some of whom died in the 1800s.
Q: I want to play the original game.
A: Then move! In some states, you can still play the Operation that Americans came to know for decades. But you better hurry -- even there, you never know when this game might fly off the shelves!
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If Ukraine falls to Russia, Moldova knows it's next
If the Kremlin's political tactics work in Moldova, Putin will take them on the road, warns the country's foreign minister.
By Josh Rogin | 2024-04-25

Mihai Popsoi, the foreign minister of Moldova, in Berlin on April 9. (Michael Kappeler/Dpa/AP) 


After months of delay, on Tuesday, Congress passed urgent aid for Ukraine in its fight against Russian aggression. But Vladimir Putin's expansionist aims do not end there. In Moldova, wedged between an embattled Ukraine and Romania, Russia's interference is only increasing. And without more Western help, its foreign minister told me this week, this small European country could fall under Moscow's control.
Mihai Popsoi, Moldova's 37-year-old newly minted top diplomat, was in Washington to remind Biden administration officials and lawmakers that the war in Ukraine is not just about Ukraine. Since Russia's full-scale invasion of its neighbor two years ago, the 3 million residents of Moldova have faced unprecedented instability and anxiety. Putin is threatening Moldova's security, squeezing its economy and undermining its democracy, efforts that are all aimed at replacing its pro-Western leadership with a new government bought and paid for by the Kremlin.
While Moldova, under European Union-aligned President Maia Sandu, struggles to fight off Russian meddling and build ties with the West, it knows that its survival as a democracy is contingent on Ukraine's survival, the foreign minister told me. The only thing standing between Moldova (which has fewer than 10,000 personnel in its armed forces) and a Russian attack is the Ukrainian army.
"It's not an issue of whether Russian wants to invade, it's only an issue of if they can," Popsoi said. "God forbid, if the Russians would feel emboldened, clearly Moldova would be next. And after that, it's anybody's guess."
For now, Russia is waging hybrid warfare in Moldova, whereby the Kremlin is using all available means of leverage and interference to impose its will -- short of bombing the country. Moscow has tried to orchestrate a coup, trained fake anti-government protesters, flooded the country with disinformation and funneled illicit cash to pro-Russian opposition parties.
Just last weekend, Moscow hosted a conference for pro-Russian Moldovan opposition leaders, who announced a new election bloc ahead of Moldova's October presidential elections. The main pro-Russian party is led by Israeli-born Moldovan billionaire Ilan Shor, who was convicted in 2017 of stealing $1 billion from banks in his country. In 2022, the U.S. government sanctioned Shor for working with "corrupt oligarchs and Moscow-based entities to create political unrest in Moldova" and undermine Moldova's moves to join the European Union.
Moldovans will also vote in October on whether to amend the country's constitution to enshrine its E.U. membership aspirations. This is what angers Putin most above all, Popsoi said. It's not lost on Moldovans that Russia's 2014 invasion of Ukraine was sparked by Kyiv's turn toward the E.U., and that Putin tries to justify his 2022 invasion by pointing to Ukraine's aspirations to join NATO.
"The Russians are using our democratic process against us," Popsoi said. "They are trying to install a pro-Russian authoritarian regime that would mimic the Russian model of government, to stab Ukraine in the back."
The internationally recognized territory of Moldova includes two regions already with greater loyalty to Moscow. Russia has about 1,500 "peacekeeper" troops in the autonomous region of Transnistria, a strip of land along Ukraine's Western border, that it could activate as troublemakers at any time. And last year, Moscow scored a success in its political incursions into Moldova when its heavily supported candidate for governor of the autonomous region of Gagauzia won, despite being virtually unknown before her candidacy.
Meanwhile, the Western-leaning Moldovan government has been moving to reduce dependence on Russian energy and to thwart Russian interference, with significant U.S. help. Largely because of U.S. and European investment, Moldova cut its dependence on Russian gas and is now buying U.S.-supplied liquefied natural gas (at lower prices, by the way) through a new cooperative project with Greece.
But there's a lot more the United States and its partners can and should do. President Biden should show solidarity by inviting Sandu to the White House. Moldova needs more foreign investment in its infrastructure, so it can become a hub for the future reconstruction of Ukraine. It also needs help dealing with Russia's advances in technology, such as artificial intelligence and deepfakes, which are amplifying the Kremlin's disinformation campaigns.
"Moldova is a petri dish for Russian hybrid warfare," Popsoi said. "And the tactics that we see being used in Moldova, if the Russians feel they are effective here, they are going to take them on the road."
There's a popular narrative in parts of the Republican Party that holds that Ukraine can't win its war with Russia, and that U.S. aid is only prolonging the conflict. This view, as espoused by Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio) and others, ignores the impact Ukraine's defeat would have for its neighbors, the rest of the region -- and the United States.
"Putin's ambitions are imperial; he doesn't deny them. He wants to rebuild the Soviet Union," the foreign minister said. If Russia isn't stopped in Ukraine, "then all democracies are in trouble."
Congress has now sent enough military aid to Ukraine to last the rest of this year. But military attacks are only one tool in the Kremlin's toolbox. Moldova is sounding an alarm about how the West needs to increase its response to Russia's other weapons. Putin is counting on Washington to not listen.
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China already manufactures too much. Now it wants to make more.
China's plan to ramp up manufacturing for exports will destabilize global economic growth.
By Brian Deese | 2024-04-25

A solar panel factory in Zaozhuang, China, on Feb. 20. (Costfoto/NurPhoto/Getty Images)


Brian Deese, an Innovation Fellow at MIT, was director of the National Economic Council from 2021 to 2023.
As its economy stagnates, China is doubling down on a policy agenda that threatens to destabilize global economic growth and the energy transition. In response, the United States should send a clear message that the world will not absorb the costs of these distortionary policies, and should work with our allies toward a more durable framework for global growth.
China confronts an economic dilemma of lagging growth, low consumption and an elevated savings rate. This is partly the result of its highly unequal economy, in which workers are paid a smaller share of what they produce than in most maturing economies. A shift toward policies that support domestic demand, such as expanding the social safety net or even direct payments to households alongside more progressive taxation, could reduce inequality, increase consumption and support more sustainable economic growth. But instead, Beijing announced at its National Party Congress last month that it would ramp up investment in advanced manufacturing to export products overseas.
China's manufacturing surplus -- the gap between the value of manufactured goods it exports and those it imports -- already amounts to nearly 2 percent of global gross domestic product, far above that of Japan in the 1980s and Germany in the early 2000s. In some industries, including steel, aluminum and certain clean energy technologies, substantial government support has allowed for an outright flooding of the global market. For example, China's capacity to manufacture electrolyzers, a technology needed to produce low-emission hydrogen, is four times the global demand. Its steel exports in 2024 are projected to top 100 million tons after increasing 36 percent in 2023, with another 100 million tons in new capacity planned. Now it wants to increase manufacturing even further.
This decision has three victims.
First, China's agenda will limit its own growth prospects. After two decades of investment-led growth, additional investment, especially in industries with excess capacity, offers diminishing returns. It has already begun to distort and lower prices to the detriment of domestic firms. In recent months, the world's largest solar company, China's Longi Green Energy Technology, announced a 5 percent cut in its workforce in the face of what its chief executive described as "irrationally" low prices, leading to plunging profits and diminishing share values. And this strategy will do little to address pervasive issues such as high youth unemployment, a rapidly aging population and depressed home sales.
Second, China's overcapacity targets and undermines other countries' ability to maintain their own healthy industries. As Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen said in a recent visit to Beijing, "We've seen this story before." Unmitigated trade shocks cause the U.S. economy to lose not just millions of jobs but also the powerful industrial ecosystems that enable us to operate at the cutting edge of global innovation. Since the days of Alexander Hamilton, the United States has recognized the importance of maintaining a strong industrial base to meet our core economic and national security needs. This value has been brought into stark relief in recent years as we have paid the price for our exposure to concentrated supply chains for critical goods such as semiconductors. Ultimately, we should not -- and will not -- accept a framework for global trade that is predicated on hollowing out our industrial base.
Third, while China's strategy of overcapacity and underconsumption could at least temporarily lower the prices of certain clean energy technologies, it is inconsistent with a stable, long-term clean energy transition. Chinese manufacturing is more carbon-intensive than that of the United States and other nations. According to a 2021 study, solar panels manufactured in China produce 30 percent more emissions than those manufactured in the United States. And, as Matthew C. Klein recently explained, those who cheer the disparity between Chinese production and consumption of clean energy technologies tend to assume that "the green transition requires that Chinese workers be exploited."
Moreover, the geographic concentration of supply chains increases the risk of disruptions. Thanks to decades of government support and hundreds of millions per year in state subsidies, China will soon produce nearly 95 percent of certain essential solar panel components -- a virtual monopoly. A natural disaster or geopolitical conflict in the region would decimate the industry and threaten the energy transition. There can be trade-offs between costs and supply chain resilience, but no single country should hold a monopoly over the manufacture of an essential good.
To some, the answer to China's overcapacity policy seems to be resignation. As the Financial Times's Rana Foroohar recently wrote: "When it comes from China, protectionism is understood to be the status quo. The rest of the world seems to simply accept that this is the starting point of China's state capitalism." But resignation is not a strategy; it is neither economically nor politically sustainable.
Others, even more dangerously, advocate unilateral retreat. Former president Donald Trump's call to end all essential imports from China within four years is a cynical fantasy playing on populist fears. In 2022, U.S. goods and services trade with China amounted to over $750 billion. It is not practically possible to decouple from any major economy, let alone our third-largest trading partner. There are important benefits from global trade, and unilateral, asymmetric escalation will leave the United States isolated and vulnerable.
Responding to China's anti-market behavior strongly enough to discourage it -- and yet not so strongly as to inadvertently replicate it -- is challenging but essential to the well-being of our economy and that of our peers.
The right approach is for the United States to build an international coalition to send a clear message to China that its current policy choices are neither acceptable nor sustainable. Other countries are moving in this direction. In recent months, Brazil has launched several investigations into the alleged dumping of Chinese industrial products. Vietnam, Thailand, South Africa and Mexico have each taken steps to protect domestic industries from Chinese exports. The European Union has undertaken an anti-dumping investigation into Chinese EVs. And India already has more anti-dumping orders than any other country.
A global coalition could start with harmonized tariffs targeting Chinese exports.
These tariffs should focus on areas such as steel, where manufacturing capacity is already projected to meet global demand, and clean energy components, where China's strategy to dominate the market is evident and the economic and planetary costs of concentration are especially acute. In some sectors, including steel and energy-intensive elements of the clean energy supply chain, such as polysilicon and battery chemicals, tariffs could reflect the carbon content of products to encourage decarbonization as we move toward more balanced trade. Eventually, this regime could replace the across-the-board tariffs the Trump administration imposed on China, which are too weak in industries with overcapacity and needlessly hit other sectors.
The United States and the E.U. have been working on an effort to harmonize external tariffs on steel and aluminum, but those talks stalled last fall. Washington should use the Group of Seven and Group of 20 meetings this year to seek broader support for this approach, including among key emerging economies such as Brazil and other industrialized economies such as Canada and Japan. The E.U. should reengage in these efforts and support a pragmatic framework that can accommodate a coalition broad enough to have real impact.
Ultimately, China alone will determine its growth trajectory. But in the meantime, these steps would give our industries a level playing field and send a clear signal to Beijing on the need to reform its economic policies. We and other concerned nations have the power -- and the obligation -- to act.
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Is it legal when Trump does it? 3 columnists debate presidential immunity.
On the "Impromptu" podcast, Post Opinions columnists discuss to what extent Trump is immune from prosecution for his efforts to overturn the 2020 election.
By Charles Lane, Ruth Marcus, Jason Willick | 2024-04-25
On the newest episode of the "Impromptu" podcast, Post Opinions columnists Charles Lane, Ruth Marcus and Jason Willick talked about the case facing the Supreme Court on Thursday.To what extent former president Donald Trump is immune from prosecution for his efforts to overturn the 2020 election and Jan. 6, 2021. This conversation has been edited.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Charles Lane: There are so many cases, civil and criminal, against Trump right now. And it is hard sometimes to keep track.
Jason Willick: This is the January 6 case: the case involving Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 election. To me, it's by far the most interesting.
Ruth Marcus: It is also the case that goes most directly to the question of whether Trump is fit to retake the office of president.
Charles Lane: The specific question is whether he can be prosecuted for this at all because there was an official act involved. His lawyers' theory is that there's a kind of implied immunity that the president enjoys from prosecution for that.
Jason Willick: The Supreme Court said in a 5-4 decision in 1982 that Richard Nixon and all presidents were immune from civil damages suits -- having to pay money to somebody they harmed through an official act. The Trump argument is basically trying to extend this principle to criminal law.
Ruth Marcus: The court said narrowly that civil cases against presidents are different because you don't want them, basically, pecked at by a thousand different crazy litigants in a thousand different courts. The court specifically in that case mentioned that criminal prosecutions are different.
So this case is important in order to cement what we have all assumed all along, which is presidents can't be sued civilly for their official acts, but they, like other people, are not above the law for doing something that in fact violates a criminal law.
Jason Willick: I think some people are under the impression that if the Supreme Court says there is immunity for official acts, that means that Trump gets off. It absolutely does not mean that.
You've got to disentangle the official acts from the unofficial acts. You have to look at Trump's January 6 speech. Was it a campaign speech? Was it a White House speech? It's an incredibly complicated inquiry. But I have little doubt that even a ruling in Trump's favor on that narrow question would not end the prosecution. It would just delay it.
Ruth Marcus: You know that thing where Groucho Marx had a show and the duck came down when he said the secret word? Jason just said the secret word. The secret -- not so secret -- word is "delay." And that is what this has been about.
This is not a case of bad lawyering surrounding Donald Trump. This is a situation of some really pretty smart and strategic lawyering. Their goal has never been to win this case. Their goal has always been to delay it until after the election in the hopes that Trump will be elected president and he can make all of this and more just go away.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Guess what's not a priority in antiabortion Idaho. Women's health. 
The state wants to prioritize fetuses over women. Will the Supreme Court allow it? 
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-04-24

Abortion rights supporters rally in front of the Supreme Court on Wednesday. (Joy Asico-Smith for National Women's Law Center/AP) 


On most days at the Supreme Court, the fact that there are now four female justices feels irrelevant. Great, but irrelevant. Gender doesn't matter much when it comes to the complexities of federal security law or the availability of habeas corpus.
Wednesday wasn't one of those days. Gender -- in particular, the fact that the three liberal justices are all women -- felt omnipresent at the oral argument in Moyle v. United States. This is the case, one of two abortion-related disputes at the Supreme Court this term, involving the federal law known as EMTALA, which requires hospital emergency rooms to provide "stabilizing care." The Biden administration said this provision could require abortions for women facing serious health risks from continuing their pregnancies and filed suit against Idaho, where state law criminalizes abortion except to save the life of the mother.
Even more than in the earlier case, a challenge to the availability of the abortion drug mifepristone argued last month, gender -- specifically, the evident fury of the liberal justices at the audacity of Idaho's argument -- was an unavoidable takeaway. Perhaps that is because, in this case, unlike in the mifepristone dispute, abortion rights advocates seem poised to lose.
Gender hung over the proceedings like a silent rebuke to that apparent inevitability. After the now-traditional first query from Justice Clarence Thomas, the longest-serving justice, it took a good 25 minutes for another male justice to ask a question.
The fourth female justice, Amy Coney Barrett, is no fan of abortion rights, and it is hard to see her ruling against Idaho, but even she seemed more interested than her male colleagues in understanding the precise contours and practical implications of Idaho's draconian law. "You are hedging," she chided Idaho lawyer Joshua Turner at one point, as she grilled him about when the emergency exceptions would apply.
And it seemed fitting that the advocates, too, divided along gender lines, with Turner matched -- or outmatched -- by Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar, a fellow Idahoan.
Prelogar is always a fierce advocate, but her passion on Wednesday seemed particularly personal, as she laid out the "devastating consequences" the Idaho law has imposed on women there since the court's decision removing constitutional protection for abortion rights.
"EMTALA's promise is simple but profound: No one who comes to an emergency room in need of urgent treatment should be denied necessary stabilizing care," Prelogar said. "This case is about how that guarantee applies to pregnant women in medical crisis."
The solicitor general cited the situation of a woman whose amniotic sac has ruptured prematurely, and needs immediate treatment to avoid infection, sepsis and the risk of hysterectomy, or the woman with severe preeclampsia facing a high risk of kidney failure that could require lifelong dialysis. "In cases like these where there is no other way to stabilize the woman's medical condition and prevent her from deteriorating," Prelogar said, "EMTALA's plain text requires that she be offered pregnancy termination as the necessary treatment."
Turner did his best to minimize the real-world impact of the Idaho law, emphasizing that the state Supreme Court had offered a softened interpretation that would allow abortions to proceed in many such emergency situations, even if death isn't imminent. Sure enough, there was Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, leaping at the possible escape route that there wasn't much disagreement here after all. Nice try -- except that's not what's actually happening in Idaho, where women are either having care postponed or are being sent out of state.
The liberal justices weren't buying what Turner was peddling: Not his befuddling claim that there was little actual "daylight" between the lifesaving abortions permitted under state law and the requirements of the federal statute to protect women's health. Not his contradictory assertion that the federal law doesn't preempt state rules, the Constitution's supremacy clause be damned. Not the far-reaching implications of that position for states that might choose to go even beyond Idaho's extreme position.
"What you are saying is that there is no federal law on the book that prohibits any state from saying, even if a woman will die, you can't perform an abortion," Justice Sonia Sotomayor told Turner.
"I had thought that this case was about preemption and that the entirety of our preemption jurisprudence is the notion that the federal government in certain circumstances can make policy pronouncements that differ from what the state may want or what anybody else may want, and the supremacy clause says that what the federal government says takes precedence," said Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson.
Justice Elena Kagan could scarcely conceal her exasperation with Idaho's reading of the law.
"Your theory of EMTALA is ... that a state tomorrow could say even if death is around the corner, a state tomorrow could say even if there's an ectopic pregnancy, that still, that's a choice of the state and EMTALA has nothing to say about it," she told Turner.
"And that understanding is a humble one with respect to the federalism role of states as the primary health-care providers for their citizens, not the federal government," Turner replied.
"It may be too humble for women's health, you know?" Kagan said acidly.
Turner had no response. There isn't one. Women's health is not a priority for Idaho -- or for this court.
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Criminalizing camping won't end homelessness. Here's what will.
Housing. Services for foster youth. Mental health care. And most of all, a sense of collective responsibility.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-04-24

Advocates take part in the "Housing Not Handcuffs" rally on Monday in D.C. (Kevin Wolf/AP) 


Regarding the April 20 editorial, "There is no constitutional right to public camping," and George F. Will's April 21 op-ed, "Homelessness camps out at the high court":
The Post's editorial and Mr. Will's column on the Supreme Court's Grants Pass v. Johnson gave readers a misleading impression of a number of crucial aspects of the case.
For instance, the editorial argues that "Without a credible threat of sanctions against public camping, officials have little leverage to induce people to take shelter beds when they are available." But, in addition to being untrue, such a statement has nothing to do with the Grants Pass case. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit held that criminalizing camping is unconstitutional when there is not alternative shelter available. The homeless plaintiffs in the case do not challenge the punishment of homeless people who decline accessible shelter options, nor reasonable time and place restrictions on sleeping outside.
The suggestion the 9th Circuit held that "shelters operated by church groups may not count as available space because a faith-based milieu can create a possible unconstitutional establishment of religion" likewise mischaracterizes some relevant facts. In reality, the 9th Circuit held that people could not be arrested for refusing to go to the Grants Pass Gospel Rescue Mission, not because that shelter is a religious one, but because it "required residents to work at the mission six hours a day, six days a week" (without pay). People with disabilities that prevented them from working were banned from the shelter. And residents had to "attend an approved place of worship each Sunday and that place of worship had to espouse 'traditional Christian teachings such as the Apostles Creed.'"
Finally, the editorial ignores the extensive Eighth Amendment jurisprudence on disproportionate punishment, which prohibits this sort of draconian sanction for wholly innocent, unavoidable human conduct such as sleep. Nothing in the 9th Circuit's decision prevents cities from addressing homelessness in sensible, proven, humane ways. The decision prohibits only the senseless, costly and counterproductive criminalization of unavoidable human behavior.
Clare Pastore, Los Angeles
As a physician who worked in California providing services to homeless individuals, I can tell you that no one wants to be living on a sidewalk or in a park. But the insane cost of living and lack of any reasonable plan by cities or the states in the West to build more affordable housing makes it virtually impossible for people experiencing homelessness to find a place to live.
As the University of California at San Francisco's Benioff Homelessness and Housing Initiative's major 2023 study of people experiencing homelessness in the state found, 90 percent of them were housed in California before they became homeless there, and 75 percent had housing in the same county where they are now homeless. People aren't moving to the West Coast because they think it will be nice to live on the street in those states or because the weather is nice. If this theory had any weight to it, the southeastern United States would also "attract" homeless people. But we aren't having the same conversation about Florida or Georgia.
Furthermore, large cities in the northeast do not have a street homelessness problem of a similar magnitude to what is happening in West Coast states due to laws such as New York's "right to shelter." The city must provide enough shelter space to meet the needs of the number of homeless people on any given day. San Francisco, by contrast, has fewer shelter beds than unhoused residents, leaving many with no other option than sleeping outside, whether in cars or public spaces.
The obvious answer is to build more shelters and supportive housing. But societal hypocrisy is killing our neighbors. No one is willing to do the right thing because it might be uncomfortable or require them to live near "poor people".
I'll also point out that from a purely financial standpoint, criminalizing homelessness makes zero sense. People who have no funds to pay for housing quite clearly lack the funds to pay fines related to trespassing and therefore will both not pay them and ultimately end up serving jail time. The cost of supporting and housing an inmate in a county jail far exceeds the cost of a shelter or the building of long-term affordable housing.
Joe Mega, Pinetop, Ariz.
As the Supreme Court considers Grants Pass v. Johnson, policymakers who deal with homelessness should consider two key questions: Are people who are living outside doing so voluntarily or involuntarily? And is shelter available to them?
As part of a 2023 study evaluating Oregon's drug possession decriminalization Measure 110, we conducted a study of 468 people who use drugs in eight Oregon counties, including Josephine County, where Grants Pass is located.
In our study, 92 percent of people had slept outdoors, in a vehicle or a tent in the past year and 85 percent reported they were homeless or unstably housed. Among people who reported they were homeless, 93 percent said they wanted to obtain housing. (That figure was 87 percent in Josephine County.) These findings show that people in Oregon are living outside involuntarily.
We also studied whether shelter was available. Among the people who wanted housing, 71 percent sought housing in the past year. Yet, of those, only 25 percent -- and no one in Josephine County -- were successful in obtaining housing. For those on wait lists, the average length of time until housing opened up was 17 months. These data show that housing is unavailable for most who seek it.
Until these facts change, people will continue to live outside.
Esther Chung, Emeryville, Calif.
Alex Kral, San Francisco
The writers are researchers at RTI International.
In George F. Will's April 21 op-ed, he contends that homelessness is a potentially dangerous social ill that is "the outcome of multiple choices" made by "unemployable casualties of mental illness (schizophrenias, depression, bipolar disorder, etc.) and drug abuse." Given that, it's a shame that instead of addressing the moral obligation that society has to care for its most vulnerable members, Mr. Will spent most of his column on the legal logic and implications of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit decision instead.
Current data shows that 4.2 million youths and young adults experience homelessness in a given year. Of them, 700,000 do not have families or guardians with them. Some have been forced from their homes for reasons outside their control. Many more are young adults who have aged out of foster care without the knowledge, skills, abilities and support systems to be successful. Homeless minors and young adults might struggle with mental illness related to trauma they experienced in childhood through no fault of their own. Among homeless youth, 40 percent do not have shelter.
We bear collective responsibility for the multiple systemic failures that ultimately lead to youth homelessness. These young people require solutions that address the root causes of youth homelessness. The solution is not, as Mr. Will and others who support the overturning of the 9th Circuit's decision suggest, to institutionalize homeless youth against their will, to jail them or to push them out of town.
Hallie Jackson, Fairfax
I am a clinical social worker who for more than 30 years has served adults who are unhoused and have diagnoses of mental illness and, sometimes, co-occurring disorders. Many of them are unsheltered. The Post's Editorial Board and George F. Will neglected to comprehensively consider this issue.
I have never had an unhoused person decline a home. A shelter bed is not a home. And many shelters are dirty, crowded, unsafe and fraught with theft.
The cost of a one-bedroom apartment in my small, rural community is $1,000 per month. Supplemental Security Income (SSI), a low-income disability program under the Social Security Administration, pays at most $943 each month for individuals and $1,415 for couples. Not only does this amount keep recipients under the federal poverty level, but it clearly doesn't pay for housing, much less other necessities. In large cities, the costs are even greater.
The Department of Housing and Urban Development budget was slashed during the Reagan administration and has not increased commensurate with the need or the housing costs. Mental health treatment resources also are not funded to meet the need, nor are an array of substance use treatment resources.
Part of the problem is the siloed budgeting that happens at all government levels. Instead of focusing on the problem of encampments, how about addressing housing costs, access to treatment and other services and the level of SSI payments? This seems another instance of blaming the victim. We can do better.
Yvonne M. Perret, Cumberland, Md.
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What would come after Trump overthrows the system?
Plus: Rule by the rich. Ukraine aid.
By Drew Goins | 2024-04-24
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(Sam Green for The Washington Post) 


"What more do people need to see," Robert Kagan asks, to decide that former president Donald Trump is a determined tyrant? "What more do they need to know?"
Or, perhaps, does everyone know this? And it's just that half of everyone wants it.
In his latest deep-dive essay, this one adapted from his new book, "Rebellion: How Antiliberalism is Tearing America Apart -- Again," Bob examines the history of U.S. anti-liberalism, whose path is as long and twisting as the liberal one the country's Founders set it on centuries ago. As long as there have been people working to hold on to the republic Benjamin Franklin supposedly challenged us to keep, there have been others working to give it right away.
Bob previews the system that today's "white-hot core of the Trump movement" would prefer over our current one of individual rights and liberties. It is a "Christian commonwealth," according to its highest-profile proponents -- some of whom are professors at prestigious universities -- in which laws enforce morality, prayer is public and religious institutions take center stage.
Bob does allow a modicum of credit: At least a few of these academics own that this vision is entirely opposite to what the Founders wanted for the country. Not that such awareness bothers them -- or, obviously, Trump, the vehicle by which this vision comes to pass.
Meanwhile, a majority of Republicans in the House want not just to overthrow the American system but that of the whole world, George Will writes: This past weekend, they voted "to endanger civilization."
George is referring to the vote of "112 ignoble House Republicans" against desperately needed aid for Ukraine. The bill passed with support from all Democrats. (David Ignatius has some advice on how Ukraine can make best use of the package.)
Of course, some in the House GOP still voted in favor of aid, and in the Senate, Minority Leader Mitch McConnell whipped most of the chamber's Republicans into supporting it. These figures give George hope -- just not much.
"In today's Republican Party," he writes, "dominated by someone who repudiates the internationalism to which [President Dwight] Eisenhower committed the party seven decades ago, the cabal of grotesques might yet predominate."




From politics researcher Dustin Guastella's op-ed on America's government by the rich. A few more stats: Nearly two-thirds of senators in 2020 were millionaires, and more than 80 percent of all U.S. presidents have been (accounting for inflation).
Also of note: Though "lawyers have succeeded lawyers, millionaires have succeeded millionaires and millionaire-lawyers have succeeded millionaire-lawyers" as members of the House, Guastella writes, never have two former blue-collar workers served back-to-back in the same seat.
This has to change. Just as progressives push for greater representation of women and minorities in elected office, Democrats ought to boost working-class candidates. Otherwise, Guastella says, their interests will get "shoved into the back seat while the wealthy drive the car."
And if that's not enough, Guastella brings the data to show that working-class politicians 1) do great against Republicans, 2) enact successful policy and, most important, 3) win.
"Of course Donald Trump is being persecuted," Ramesh Ponnuru opens his column. He later adds: "Trump isn't just playing the victim. He is a victim of unfair, law-bending prosecution."
But usually when one thinks of "political persecution," one conjures the dissident who has done nothing but speak truth to power. That's, uh, not the case here. Trump is being persecuted, sure -- but for what Ramesh calls "indefensible" actions.
It's possible the Supreme Court swoops in to save Trump from a measure of this persecution; the justices are set to decide to what extent the former president should be immune in the events of Jan. 6, 2021.
In the latest episode of our "Impromptu" podcast, Chuck Lane, Ruth Marcus and Jason Willick discuss the strategy and timing of each side's arguments, as well as where the justices might land in a showdown that will shape the boundaries of presidential authority.
Chaser: Trump was expected to dominate the courtroom during his New York trial, but Jen Rubin sees him shrinking instead.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Honor thy fathers,
Say Christian nationalists --
Unless they're founding
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Sudan's second year of war brings little hope. The world should keep trying anyway.
Sudan has just entered a second year of civil war, the world's worst humanitarian crisis. Only sustained diplomacy and pressure from outside actors can end it.
By Editorial Board | 2024-04-24

A mother from Darfur holds her son at the Metche refugee camp in Chad on April 7. (EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) (Stringer/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Sudan's brutal civil war has now entered its second miserable year, with no end in sight for one of the world's most catastrophic humanitarian disasters. The crisis has been largely eclipsed by other conflicts, including Israel's war in Gaza, the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the anarchy in Haiti. But conflict exhaustion and compassion fatigue should not give way to apathy. Sustained, high-level diplomacy, led by the United States, is urgently needed or else the Sudanese people will face another year of needless suffering, including an unfolding genocide in Darfur.
It won't be easy, and there's no quick fix. Diplomatic efforts so far to bring this crisis to an end have failed, mostly as outside actors supporting opposite sides have pursued their own narrow interests. That has to end. A new round of peace talks is scheduled to resume soon in Jeddah, led by the United States and Saudi Arabia. The talks must include all the main players: Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, the Central African Republic, the African Union, and the countries from East Africa and the Horn. They all need to coordinate, finally, and pressure Sudan's two warring parties to attend.
The fighting erupted on April 15 last year between two Sudanese generals locked in a power struggle: Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, commander of the Sudanese Armed Forces, and Gen. Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, known as Hemedti, who commands the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, or RSF.
Gens. Burhan and Hemedti were once allies, after jointly staging a 2021 coup that interrupted Sudan's fragile transition to democratic rule. But the two fell out over the implementation of an internationally backed framework agreement that would have seen the RSF folded into the regular army. Both men saw the agreement -- backed by the United States and the West -- as weakening their power, and they launched devastating tit-for-tat artillery attacks across the capital, Khartoum. The fighting quickly spread across the vast country and now, after a series of early RSF gains, seems to have reached a stalemate. The Sudanese armed forces reportedly benefited from Iranian-made drones.
More than 8 million people have fled their homes, making Sudan the world's largest crisis of internally displaced persons. At least 15,000 have been reported killed, although international aid agencies and others call that a vast undercount. There were reports in some towns of bodies left uncollected in the streets. The United Nations reports that some 18 million people are in dire need of food assistance, with millions on the brink of famine.
Fears of a repeat genocide in the Darfur region have become a grim reality. A detailed new report by the Raoul Wallenberg Center for Human Rights presents a chilling accounting of how the RSF -- the modern offshoot of the Janjaweed Arab tribal militia of the early 2000s -- has committed systemic ethnic cleansing against the Black Masalit people and other non-Arab tribes in Darfur.
The report describes how last year, between April 24 and June 17, RSF militiamen laid siege to the city of El Geneina, attacked and burned Masalit displaced persons camps, and rounded up Masalit men and boys for summary execution. Masalit women were subjected to rape, sexual slavery and other forms of gender-based violence. Some Masalit women tried to save their male children by dressing them in female clothes.
The report names several state actors complicit in the genocide. Most blame falls on the UAE, which, the report said, finances the RSF through a series of front companies while supplying weapons, drones and ammunition on near-daily cargo flights via Chad. "The UAE's complicity is further underscored by its efforts to cover for RSF atrocities by signaling a commitment to a peace process, while covertly fueling the violence," it said. Also named as complicit are Chad, Libya, the Central African Republic and Russia through its control of the Wagner Group mercenary outfit.
The world, which promised to "never again" allow ethnic-based mass slaughter to occur unimpeded, has a collective duty under the Genocide Convention to bring the violence in Sudan to an end and hold the perpetrators to account. Their state sponsors need to be forcefully reminded that they, too, can be held responsible unless they show a new willingness to end their support and bring their clients to the peace table.
Ultimately, Sudan needs a pathway to return to democratic civilian rule. That was the promise of the 2019 revolution that led to the ouster of 30-year dictator Omar Hassan al-Bashir. That seems a long way off now, in the face of the ongoing destruction and misery. But there can be no lasting solution without it.
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Cartoon by Pedro Molina
Pedro Molina cartoon on Columbia University's canceled classes.
By Pedro Molina | 2024-04-24

(Pedro Molina) 
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Cartoon by Matt Davies
Matt Davies cartoon on Donald Trump and the National Enquirer.
By Matt Davies | 2024-04-24

(Matt Davies/Newsday)
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Trump's right to free screech
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Donald Trump ignoring a judge's gag order.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-04-24

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Has Trump's family abandoned him? I'm answering your questions.
Jennifer Rubin's chat was at 12 p.m. Eastern on April 24, 2024. Read the transcript.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-04-24
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and a Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. Read the transcript of April 24's chat below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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        Hundreds gather at George Washington University to call for Gaza cease-fire
        Emily Davies, Justin Wm. Moyer

        About 30 tents filled one corner of the campus's central lawn as the pro-Palestinian protests sweeping college campuses grew in the D.C. area.

      

      
        She never wanted an abortion, then she needed one to save her life
        Petula Dvorak

        Mylissa Farmer never cared for politics. But after having to drive across three states, trying to get an abortion to save her life, she's come to D.C. to fight.

      

      
        Senior 'skip day' was an annual tradition. Then 5 teens were shot.
        Jasmine Hilton, Nicole Asbury

        Greenbelt officials and community members are grappling with how to move forward after five teenagers were wounded at a "senior skip day" outing.

      

      
        Deal reached to keep Rosemount Center open in Mount Pleasant
        Lauren Lumpkin

        Rosemount Center, a bilingual preschool and day care, will remain open at its Mount Pleasant location for two more years, the school and its landlord announced.

      

      
        Two men, teenager killed in separate shootings across D.C.
        Peter Hermann

        Before Wednesday night, the last homicide in D.C. occurred April 14.

      

      
        D.C.-area forecast: Cool into the weekend before big warming trend
        David Streit

        We could hit 90 degrees on Monday.

      

      
        'That bridge was a symbol of us'
        Joe Heim

        In Dundalk, Md., residents grapple with the sudden, surreal loss of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, a local landmark and economic artery for decades

      

      
        Carey Wright will continue to lead Md. schools, state board announces
        Nicole Asbury

        Carey Wright, a former Mississippi schools chief, was named the next Maryland state superintendent of schools. She will serve a four-year term starting July 1.

      

      
        Jury rejects claims that Fairfax schools mishandled teen's rape claims
        Salvador Rizzo, Karina Elwood

        A federal jury in Virginia rejected a lawsuit claiming that the Fairfax County school system mishandled rape allegations by a student more than a decade ago.

      

      
        PM Update: Cooler tonight and Thursday, with more clear skies than clouds
        Ian Livingston

        Some spots dip into the 30s tonight again. Not far from 60 tomorrow, which is about 10 degrees below average.

      

      
        A homeless woman got an apartment. Then came conflicts with neighbors.
        Justin Wm. Moyer

        Staci Jameson was living in a tent in D.C. when she finally got a housing voucher and apartment. Now she is battling a court case to evict her.

      

      
        D.C. students sue over alleged censorship of pro-Palestinian activity
        Lauren Lumpkin

        Students at D.C.'s Jackson-Reed High School claim in a lawsuit that administrators unlawfully censored their speech when they sought to host pro-Palestinian events.

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Hundreds gather at George Washington University to call for Gaza cease-fire
About 30 tents filled one corner of the campus's central lawn as the pro-Palestinian protests sweeping college campuses grew in the D.C. area.
By Emily Davies, Justin Wm. Moyer | 2024-04-25

A protest encampment in support of Gaza and a cease-fire, at George Washington University in Washington on April 25. (Jordan Tovin for The Washington Post)


Hundreds of demonstrators gathered at George Washington University Thursday to call for a ceasefire in the Israel-Gaza war, part of a burgeoning movement of protests on college campuses across the country.
Grace Chinowsky, 20, the incoming editor in chief of the school's student newspaper, the GW Hatchet, woke up at 6:30 a.m. to a call from one of her reporters.
"It's happening," the reporter told her. "Let's go."
A few hours later, Chinowsky was sitting on a bench near an encampment of about 30 tents on University Yard, at the heart of the university's law school campus.
Chinowsky knew it was only a matter of time until a demonstration like this one would appear on her campus. Ever since Oct. 7, the university had seen what she described as an "almost nonstop" drumbeat of demonstrations over the conflict.
In October, Students for Justice in Palestine projected images on a library saying "End the siege on Gaza" and "GW the blood of Palestine is on your hands." The university suspended the student group in November, the Hatchet reported, a move many students saw as unfair treatment of those who criticize Israel.
The protests continued into the winter and through early spring. A coalition of student groups in support of Palestine formed to coordinate events, Chinowsky said, and they organized a sit-in outside of the school's annual "Israel week" festivities just last week. Meanwhile, students in support of Israel have organized vigils and set up empty chairs for the hostages held by Hamas.
"Among many many students on campus, especially those here today, there is a strong feeling of injustice," Chinowsky said. "Both about the violence happening abroad in Gaza, and also how university officials have chosen to respond to it." She stressed that there is a long tradition on campus of students advocating in support of Palestine.
At 9:30 a.m., a group of about a dozen demonstrators banged drums and led chants from the H Street sidewalk. Through bullhorns, they called for a cease-fire, an end to all aid to Israel and the restoration of Palestinian borders to what they were in 1948, before the state of Israel was established.
"We don't want two states," a demonstrator said. "We're taking back '48."
About a dozen people echoed the chant, holding signs that said, "End the occupation now."
A few feet away, two George Washington University police officers watched the demonstration. One had an AirPod in and sipped his coffee.
University officials have said demonstrators can protest until 7 p.m., according to the Hatchet.
The Thursday encampment was organized by a D.C.-area coalition of Students for Justice in Palestine. Chinowsky said she recognized classmates and professors in attendance but speculated that at least some people demonstrating on the sidewalk -- which is located just outside of GW's property -- may not be enrolled at the school.
"I would say, in terms of who is currently inside these tents, a large amount of them are GW students," she said.

WASHINGTON, DC - APR 25: A protest encampment in support of Gaza and a ceasefire at George Washington University in Washington, DC on April 25, 2024. (Jordan Tovin for The Washington Post)


About 10 a.m., a man who said he was a student at the university walked into the crowd holding an Israeli flag above his head. A school police officer stepped into the crowd, apparently trying to separate the pro-Israel demonstrator from the swarm of people around him, who chanted "From the river to the sea, Palestine will be free."
Police then seemed to want the man to leave the area -- to which he responded by holding up his flag, shaking his head and saying to police, "This is my campus." Police momentarily stepped back, before the man appeared to push or make contact with a pro-Palestinian demonstrator in front of him.
At that point, the officers forced the man away from the demonstration and into a university building, with his hands behind his back.

WASHINGTON, DC - APR 25: Students and faculty leave Georgetown University, after a walkout and rally, to link up with a unified protest at George Washington University in Washington, DC on April 25, 2024. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


At Georgetown University, a group of about 100 protesters gathered on the steps of Healy Hall around 10:30 a.m. They chanted "Free Free Palestine" and cautioned those gathered not to speak with police or the media.
Nader Hashemi, an associate professor at Georgetown's School of Foreign Service, circulated a faculty statement of solidarity with Columbia University students. The group planned to move to George Washington University after the rally concluded.
"I'm old enough to remember anti-Vietnam protests," he said. "This is a movement that seems similar."
Around 11:30, the protesters wound their way through the neighborhood's cobblestone streets, headed to meet up with fellow protesters at GW. Briefly blocking traffic on M Street, they chanted "Israel is a terror state" and "Down down Genocide Joe" as passing cars honked in support.
Just before 12:15 p.m., the group arrived on the GW campus. The people around the tents cheered. The two groups in unison chanted: "There is only one solution, intifada revolution."
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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She never wanted an abortion, then she needed one to save her life
Mylissa Farmer never cared for politics. But after having to drive across three states, trying to get an abortion to save her life, she's come to D.C. to fight.
By Petula Dvorak | 2024-04-25

Mylissa Farmer, 43, came from Missouri to speak outside the U.S. Supreme Court on Wednesday as justices heard arguments about abortion rights in emergency medical care. (Petula Dvorak/TWP)


Away from the crowd, the dueling speakers, the yelling, the chants and a five-piece brass band that underscored the chaotic scene with a steady beat, Mylissa Farmer finally exhaled in the shade of a red oak tree.
"I never spoke in public before," said Farmer, who had made her debut minutes earlier on Wednesday afternoon, before the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court as a case about emergency abortion care was being heard inside.
"I just knew being here today, it's the right thing to do," she said, after telling a large crowd outside that court about her harrowing night, pinballing across three states, her amniotic fluid leaking, her fetus being crushed in her womb, her body headed toward sepsis, trying to find a hospital that wasn't too bound up by politics to give her care.
Farmer, unlike many of the activists, politicians, lobbyists and lawyers who take a grand stand in the nation's capital, never wanted to come to Washington.
Heck, she barely voted.
And never specifically on this issue -- abortion.
"I've always believed that everyone has a right to their own decisions," she said.
"But for my own personal beliefs? I did not believe in doing that."
Farmer's reluctant visit to Washington is a call to the shoulder-shruggers of America to listen. To engage. To understand.
It's too easy to dismiss the debate with a scowl:
"That's Washington."
"To heck with politics."
"Those activists."
It matters.
"I live in a pretty conservative area," Farmer said, days before she headed east and opened herself up to becoming a figure in this polarizing issue. "And I'd say 95 percent of [the people here] aren't even consciously aware that something like this could happen."
When apolitical, quiet Farmer was pregnant -- and delighted to have a baby she was going to name for the Irish warrior queen, Maeve -- the political decisions and debates taking place more than 1,000 miles away from her home in Missouri, the March for Life, the pink hats, the rancor over this issue reached into her life and ravaged it.
"Back in August of 2022, I was about 18 weeks pregnant," Farmer began her speech, a hint of Ozark in her voice as she described how "excited" and "overjoyed" she and her partner were about the pregnancy.
But a day after a routine visit to the doctor, "I woke up and had a gush of fluid come out," she said, as a crowd filled with at least two dozen emergency room doctors in white lab coats listened, nodding, understanding where she was going with this.

At least two dozen emergency room doctors in white lab coats stood outside the U.S. Supreme Court during debates over abortion bans in emergency medical care. (Petula Dvorak/TWP)


Meanwhile, a counterprotester in a hot pink dress and silver sandals said into a sound system cranked to compete with Farmer's story that she was "sorry" for the pain of women denied abortion care.
Farmer, 43, is low key. She's not on social media, she works a boring job in customer service, she wore a shirt to the rally with the face of her fur-baby, an Australian shepherd named Mayhem. She took a breath and continued.
"We went to the ER for testing," Farmer continued. Doctors confirmed that her water broke and her pregnancy would not survive.
They told her she was at risk of "serious infection, sepsis, blood clots and hemorrhaging," she said to the crowd. "They even warned me that I could lose my uterus and die."
But those same doctors, overruled by the legal departments at their hospitals, told her she would have to leave her home state to get care. Missouri completely banned abortion in June of 2022, around the time Farmer got pregnant. And because a fetal heartbeat was still detected, the doctors in Missouri said they couldn't take any emergency action.
So she and her husband drove across the state line to Kansas that night.
"It was surreal," she told me. "The fear, the pain, the disbelief that we're losing our daughter. I couldn't believe that all of this was happening."
When they got to Kansas, she heard the same refrain.

Mylissa Farmer had to travel two days and cross state lines to receive the medical care she needed to save her life. (Petula Dvorak/TWP)


"They told me that it was too politically heated in this environment right now to give me my health care," she said.
She called a local politician for help. He sent her to a false-front abortion clinic, the kind of place that exists to convince women not to have abortions after luring them in with misleading advertisements.
She finally got the health care she needed in Illinois, at an abortion clinic. It was a two-day race across state lines to save her life.
The National Women's Law Center filed a complaint about Farmer's case with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid.
The federal investigation that followed determined that Freeman Hospital West in Joplin, Mo., and the University of Kansas Health System in Kansas City, Kan., failed to provide Farmer the medical care she needed in violation of the Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act.
And that's what the court was debating on Wednesday, whether the 40-year-old act preempts the new ban on abortions that some states, in this case Idaho, have adopted.
Inside, conservative justices were skeptical of the law's reach. They argued about federal funding, fetal personhood, the ethics of airlifting women in helicopters, as though they were in a war zone, to get them to hospitals willing to do the medical procedures that may save their lives.
Outside, Farmer was glad to be done and anxious to see the sights of Washington on her first trip to the nation's capital.

"I just wanted it to mean something," Mylissa Farmer said about her first trip to Washington. (Petula Dvorak/TWP)


She had lost her pregnancy, her home, her health insurance and her fertility in this long, emotional and legal fight. She had long conversations with her husband about whether she should go public with her story. With the rally behind her, she was glad she had come to Washington.
"I just wanted it to mean something," she said.
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Senior 'skip day' was an annual tradition. Then 5 teens were shot.
Greenbelt officials and community members are grappling with how to move forward after five teenagers were wounded at a "senior skip day" outing.
By Jasmine Hilton, Nicole Asbury | 2024-04-25

A Greenbelt police car outside of the Greenbelt Police Department in Prince George's County on May 11, 2022. (Jasmine Hilton/The Washington Post)


Hundreds of teens danced around a pavilion at a Greenbelt park Friday afternoon, celebrating the end of high school with the annual "senior skip" day. The students from several high schools -- who had converged at the park after hours of hopping around the county -- sang along to music, and some waved water guns in their hands from an earlier playful fight.
Then, gunfire.
Hordes of screaming students ran from the pavilion and jumped over a chain-link fence. A student filming the events called out to his friend while panting and fleeing for his life, "Hurry up, hurry up, hurry up, bro. Man, they shooting ..."
Though "senior skip day" is unsanctioned by most schools, students nationwide partake in the tradition as a final send-off with friends before graduation. But the Greenbelt shooting that left five teens -- aged 16 to 18 -- wounded has Prince George's officials and community members grappling with how to handle future skip day events and questioning whether communication and coordination among law enforcement agencies and schools could have been heightened in advance.
The shooting also again raised concerns over youth crime in Prince George's, where County Council approved emergency legislation that would allow for targeted youth curfews after hordes of teens descended on National Harbor the same weekend as the Greenbelt shooting.
"This is the most exciting time of the year for our kids, who are preparing for graduation, the seniors who want to enjoy each other, the final days of being in their senior year, disrupted by violence," Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks (D) said after the shooting. "We have to get these guns off the streets."
Since the shooting, a trailer camera has been placed in front of Schrom Hills Park, and park rangers will be stationed at the park weekday afternoons, supplemented by police patrols, Greenbelt Police Chief Richard Bowers said. While city park rangers regularly patrol, there were no security cameras at the park at the time of the shooting, Bowers said at a news conference.
"We'll have a heavy presence within the facility ...  until when school lets out, so we'll make sure that we don't have a repeat of this incident at the facility," Bowers said.
Police have not announced any arrests, but Bowers said at a Greenbelt city council meeting after the shooting that detectives are working on "a variety of leads" and have worked up to 20-hour days. No possible motive has been released. As of Wednesday, two of the five male teens wounded remained hospitalized, according to Greenbelt police.
Students didn't start the day in Greenbelt that Friday. A social media post circulating that morning told teens to meet up for senior skip day at Pope's Creek Park in a residential community at 11 a.m., Bowie police Lt. Robert Stevenson said.
At 10:42 a.m., Bowie police received their first disorderly conduct call of a large gathering of teens around Pope's Creek Park with water guns and airsoft guns and playing loud music, Stevenson said. More than 200 teens were gathered.
"It was completely congested," Stevenson said. "The traffic was kind of gridlock in there ... so if you were a resident that lived in the neighborhood, you basically were kind of blocked out of your own neighborhood."
It took about two hours to get the group fully dispersed, Stevenson said. There were no issues, other than managing the large amount of traffic, he said. Then, around 12:45 p.m., an officer advised that the teens were headed to Jericho Park in Bowie, about five miles away.
Once again, Bowie police dispersed about 200 teens, this time with the help of Prince George's County police.
Stevenson said officials know skip day happens every year and they try to plan ahead with park rangers in advance. But authorities aren't told exactly when events are going to happen, making it difficult to track crowds.
"The crazy thing about these gatherings is it's happening in real-time, they're getting updated through whatever apps that they're using," Stevenson said. "Everyone's getting that information, same time, real time, and so they're not just mobilizing from Bowie ... It was just a mass influx of kids everywhere."
By about 2:30 p.m., the teens arrived in nearby Greenbelt, but this time there appeared to be 500 to 600 students at Schrom Hills Park on Hanover Parkway, according to Greenbelt police.
"This park is not big, so that's a lot of kids jammed into this particular space," said Bowers at a news conference, who also said park rangers had patrolled the park around 1:30 p.m., and it had been empty.
The call came in as disorderly conduct, loud noise and parking complaints, according to Bowers.
A responding Greenbelt police officer requested assistance, drawing police from Greenbelt, Berwyn Heights, Maryland state and Prince George's County. They tried to control the traffic and crowd, Bowers said.
Bowers told the city council that at the time of the initial police response, the crowd was large but "generally behaving."
"The decision was made at the time that we would monitor that crowd, there'd be no possible way we could remove them all from the park, given the number of officers and the number of people involved," Bowers said.
As the officers on scene were concluding a briefing, they started walking toward the crowd and heard gunshots, Bowers said. Ten shots were fired in total.
Bowers said the officers had been on the scene for about 10-15 minutes before the shooting occurred. As the gunshots fired, the teens began to flee to Hanover Parkway, and police believe the shooter "left with them," Bowers said.
Video footage from the day shows scores of teens running from the area. Some piled into cars but were stuck in the parking lot for several minutes because of the number of drivers trying to flee the park and the simultaneous rush of emergency personnel arriving.
"Was that a real gun?" a student yelled in disbelief.
"Dog, that could have been us," a friend of his later remarks, as they watched students get transported to the hospital. Bowers said there was such heavy congestion, that the fire department couldn't get into the facility for more than 20 minutes, and the medical care provided by officers was "potentially lifesaving."
Jonathan Briggs, a school board member whose district includes Greenbelt, said he found out about the shooting via a text from another school board member who happened to be in Eleanor Roosevelt High while it was on lockdown. Briggs said the injured students were from Bowie High School, Largo High School and Dr. Henry A. Wise Jr. High School in Upper Marlboro.
School officials have told board members that they are monitoring for chatter and have already heard rumors of an event this week.
The Prince George's County school system, Maryland's second largest district, said in statement that senior skip day events are unsanctioned.
"The safety and well-being of students remains our priority, and counseling and mental health support services are available to students and staff," Prince George's County Public Schools said in a statement. "Additional security and crisis team staff are on location at impacted schools this week."
At the city council meeting after the shooting, Bowers fielded questions from council members as to whether better coordination among agencies could have happened as high-schoolers traversed the county for hours before the shooting.
He said the department will work to better coordinate with school resources officers to be more proactive , and has already begun discussions with municipal police agencies about the future. But it is challenging because students are making plans on social media and a location isn't provided "until just before the event," Bowers said.
"The county police deal with it, all the municipal agencies deal with it. And so making sure that we're all a little bit more prepared next year ... kind of round tabling that early February, March, before we get to this point," Bowers said.
Lateshia Beachum contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/04/25/greenbelt-senior-skip-day-shooting/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Deal reached to keep Rosemount Center open in Mount Pleasant
Rosemount Center, a bilingual preschool and day care, will remain open at its Mount Pleasant location for two more years, the school and its landlord announced.
By Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-04-25

Demonstrators rallying in support of Rosemount Center arrive at the school after making their way through the Mount Pleasant neighborhood in Northwest Washington earlier this month. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post) 


Rosemount Center, a bilingual preschool and day care, will remain open at its Mount Pleasant location for two more years, the school and its landlord announced in a statement on Thursday, wrapping up a months-long saga that threatened to leave hundreds of D.C. families scrambling for child care next year.
The long-awaited agreement also includes an option for Rosemount to purchase the property from House of Mercy, a nonprofit organization with historical ties to the Episcopal Church, after the lease extension is up, although it is unclear for how much. Officials also did not disclose details about how much would be charged in rent but said they plan to share details after formalizing the deal in legal documents.
"Rosemount Center and House of Mercy greatly appreciate the outpouring of support from all aspects of the community," the groups said in the statement.
The agreement comes two months after the child-care center told its staff and families that House of Mercy would not extend its lease for another year, forcing the school to shutter in August. For 20 years, the school paid House of Mercy $1 per year in rent.
But that deal was no longer financially sustainable, according to House of Mercy, which said it informed Rosemount two years ago that its lease would not be extended. Families, however, said they did not learn about the school's possible closure until February -- sparking confusion and anger among the roughly 240 families who attend.
Vernon Kelley, chairman of the Rosemount Center board, said in an interview Monday that there were instances over the past two years when Rosemount leaders tried to arrange meetings or propose other options to House of Mercy and "it took a while for them to respond."
Still, news of the closure was shocking to families, some of whom had put their names on waitlists before their children were even born, they said. In a Mount Pleasant neighborhood that has gotten Whiter and wealthier, Rosemount has been described as the area's most socioeconomically diverse early-childhood center -- most of its students live below the federal poverty line.
In the weeks since the lease expiration was announced, staff, families and community members had urged school leaders to find a way to keep Rosemount open. Earlier this month, dozens rallied outside the school with colorful signs reading "Save Rosemount" and "We love our teachers."
After Robert W. Marsteller, president of House of Mercy, wrote in a letter to the D.C. Council that an offer was made to lease the property for a year at a market rate of $500,000 -- along with an option to buy the property -- parents quickly organized a pledge drive that raised $230,000 in fewer than 48 hours, according to Steve Dean, who has two children at the school.
Local lawmakers also got involved. D.C. Council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1) introduced a bill to authorize Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) to acquire Rosemount Center and another property in Mount Pleasant to expand facilities for early-childhood education.
Justin Wm. Moyer contributed to this report.
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Two men, teenager killed in separate shootings across D.C.
Before Wednesday night, the last homicide in D.C. occurred April 14.
By Peter Hermann | 2024-04-25

Tape seals off an active crime scene. (iStock) 


Two men and a teenager were killed in separate shootings across the District on Wednesday night into early Thursday, ending a nine-day respite from deadly violence in the city, according to D.C. police.
The shootings occurred over less than two hours in Woodland Terrace in Southeast, Petworth in Northwest and Deanwood in Northeast. In Petworth, police said the man who died was among three people who were shot at a single location.
Before Wednesday night, the last homicide in D.C. occurred April 14, when a 15-year-old girl was fatally shot outside an apartment complex in Southeast Washington. Killings in D.C., which reached a two-decade high in 2023, have dropped 24 percent since January, compared to the same time last year.
D.C. police said the first in the latest spate of killings occurred about 10:45 p.m. on Wednesday at Bruce and Ainger Place in the Woodland Terrace neighborhood of Southeast. Police said a male teenager was shot and died at a hospital. A police spokesman said authorities think the victim was between 15 and 17 years old.
Shortly after midnight early Thursday, police said they responded to 10th Street and Spring Road NW after people heard gunshots. Police said they found three people with gunshot wounds. They said a woman and a teenage male were taken to a hospital with injuries that did not appear to be life-threatening, and a man was pronounced dead on the scene.
About 12:30 a.m., police said, a man was shot in the 4500 block of Sheriff Road NE, near the Maryland line in the Deanwood neighborhood. Police said he died at a hospital.
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D.C.-area forecast: Cool into the weekend before big warming trend
We could hit 90 degrees on Monday.
By David Streit | 2024-04-25

A heron at East Potomac Park on Wednesday. (George Jiang)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
6/10: Mild temperatures are a nice thing, but there's no denying the pollen has us crying.
For those who want to savor cooler spring temperatures, the next three days are for you. But for those who embrace summer heat, just wait until early next week, when we could hit 90. Whether it's cool or whether it's warm, shower chances are minimal for the next five days.
Today (Thursday): Clouds are fairly plentiful today, but at least intermittent sunshine will help take the chill off. Light winds from the north help to hold highs to just the upper 50s and lower 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Winds calm in the evening and clouds gradually dissipate. This allows for another chilly night with lows in the upper 30s to lower 40s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Sunshine is more consistent with light winds from the southeast. Temperatures are still below normal with highs in the upper 50s to mid-60s. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Clouds creep back into the area with light breezes from the southeast continuing. Lows drop to the low-to-mid-40s. Confidence: High
A storm system out in the Upper Midwest pushes a warm front toward our area Saturday. However, cool air wedged over the area is hard to dislodge and highs do no better than upper 50s to lower 60s. Clouds are abundant but shower potential is minimal. Confidence: Medium-High
The warm air does finally surge into the area Sunday with highs jumping up to the upper 70s to lower 80s under mainly sunny skies. Overnight lows only slip to the upper 50s to lower 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Summerlike heat settles in Monday with plenty of sunshine. Humidity is only moderate (dew points near 60). Highs are mainly mid-to-upper 80s but a 90 could certainly pop up somewhere. Record highs are 89 at Dulles and 91 at Reagan National and BWI Marshall airports. Please no. Confidence: Medium-High
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'That bridge was a symbol of us' 
In Dundalk, Md., residents grapple with the sudden, surreal loss of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, a local landmark and economic artery for decades
By Joe Heim | 2024-04-25
DUNDALK, Md. -- The people of this blue-collar town on the north side of what used to be the Francis Scott Key Bridge, now a tangle of metal in the Patapsco River, are still trying to make sense of it all.
How could a 1.6-mile span of steel and concrete, which took five years to build and towered over their community for decades, simply vanish in the night, demolished by a giant, out-of-control cargo ship headed to sea from Baltimore Harbor?
In the search for answers, there will be multiple investigations, voluminous reports and complex litigation. Experts will delve into such issues as ship maintenance, structural engineering and occupational safety related to the March 26 disaster, which occurred shortly before 1:30 a.m. and killed six Latino immigrants working on the bridge deck.
The financial consequences of the collapse will be immense. But what of the emotional blow -- the sudden, surreal disruption for the residents of Dundalk, where an enduring landmark, an economic artery that shaped the town's horizon and helped fuel its aspirations for 47 years, was ripped away in a matter of seconds?

The site of the collapse, days after the bridge was demolished by a giant, out-of-control cargo ship headed to sea from Baltimore Harbor. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


"It's like a death -- a friend is gone," said Rhonda Green Randolph, 59, who recalls the bridge being built when she was a child and now can't bring herself to look at the wreckage in person.
"There's a real emptiness in the sky," said Baltimore County Executive John Olszewski (D), 41, who grew up here and remembers it was a rite of passage for teenagers to drive across the span after getting their licenses.
"It means history was just taken away from all of us," said Michael Grossman, 29, as he watched his stepson compete in a duckpin bowling tournament at Pinland Bowling Lanes, a Dundalk institution since 1951.

Wayne Lipka owns Pinland, a duckpin bowling alley that has been a fixture in Dundalk for 73 years. The bridge was a source of great pride here when it opened on March 23, 1977. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


"That bridge was a symbol of us," Grossman said. "And a symbol of Maryland."
Now, even as they mourn, they are thinking about the long road ahead and how to navigate it. Dundalk has seen its fortunes rise and fall over the past century, often on decisions made by people far from their community. The federal government and Maryland leaders have promised to rebuild the bridge and reopen the Port of Baltimore, where many people in Dundalk work, and on which they depend.
Jobs have left Dundalk before. They can't lose any more now.

Larry Warble, left, of Dundalk's Bear Creek neighborhood and a former inspector with the Maryland Transportation Authority, crossed the bridge soon after its 1977 opening. Here he chats with Ken Gardner, who had commuted on the bridge every day for 30 years. "It's devastating when you look over there and it's not there," Gardner said. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)



Brian McKinney of Middle River bowls in a league at Pinland. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


The bridge was a source of great pride here when it opened on March 23, 1977. A symbol of can-do spirit as the nation lumbered out of a recession, it gave Dundalk a much-needed boost.
Bethlehem Steel's massive plant in neighboring Sparrows Point was the engine of this company town, which saw its population surge in the first half of the 20th century, especially in wartime, as demand for steel jumped and workers flocked to the area for dangerous but good-paying jobs and affordable housing.
"Back in the day, there was only two entities that existed in people's minds around here, and that was God and Bethlehem Steel," said Derrick Lyons, 65, a longshoreman who was born in Turner Station, a predominantly Black neighborhood here forged by Dundalk's segregation practices in the last century. "When it was your time to get your wings, God took care of you -- but in the meantime, Bethlehem Steel is going to take care of you."

Derrick Lyons, a Turner Station native, formerly owned a trucking company and is now a longshoreman at the Port of Baltimore. The federal government and Maryland leaders have promised to rebuild the bridge and reopen the port. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


By the mid-1970s, however, America's steel industry had begun its long decline, and precious jobs were starting to dwindle at nearby factories that manufactured cars and telephone cables. The bridge's construction, which got underway in 1972, promised growth for Dundalk and a fast route across the Patapsco to employment opportunities beyond. It gave worried workers and their families some reason for optimism.
"The bridge was the lifeblood," said Linwood Jackson, 76, who returned to his job at Bethlehem Steel in 1970 after serving in Vietnam. "It really opened our imagination."
Jackson remembers watching the opening day celebration through binoculars and talking with friends about how commuting from Baltimore County, where Dundalk is located, to Anne Arundel County would no longer mean using Baltimore's Harbor Tunnel, which was almost always backed up and choked with exhaust. They were glad for the shortcut and eager to see an economic turnaround.

"The bridge was the lifeblood," said Linwood Jackson, 76, who has lived in Turner Station for 50 years and returned to his job at Bethlehem Steel in Sparrows Point in 1970 after serving in Vietnam. In 2012, the mill -- which had been in operation for more than a century, employing tens of thousand of workers through the years -- closed for good. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


But the new span, carrying Interstate 695 on a gentle arc 185 feet over the Patapsco, couldn't halt Dundalk's gradual fade. About 85,000 people lived there in 1970, according to U.S. census data. As manufacturing jobs dried up and Bethlehem Steel's decline hastened, hardship followed. By the turn of the millennium, the town's population had dropped to about 53,000.
"We thought it was going to bring more commerce," Jackson said of the bridge. "But when the plants started closing, that dissipated."
The downturn hit Dundalk hard. By the 2010s, many of the good jobs were gone, homeowners faced foreclosures, and the future felt grim. In 2012, the Bethlehem Steel mill in Sparrows Point -- which had been in operation for more than a century, employing tens of thousands of workers through the years -- closed for good.

"We're a very resilient community," said Latasha Gresham-James, executive director of Dundalk Renaissance, a community development nonprofit that has been working for almost 25 years to revitalize the town. In Dundalk, the median income of about $33,000 lags well behind the state's figure of roughly $47,000. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


In recent years, Dundalk has been plugging its way back, said Latasha Gresham-James, executive director of Dundalk Renaissance, a community development nonprofit that has been working for almost 25 years to revitalize the town.
"When the steel industry ended, it did leave a void, but we evolved," said Gresham-James, 47, who was born the year the bridge opened. "We're a very resilient community."
By 2020, the population had climbed to about 68,000, and today, new residents are changing the face of the community.
Dundalk's White population dropped from nearly 88 percent in 2000 to about 65 percent in 2020, according to census data. Latinos, who comprised about 2 percent of the population in 2000, made up roughly 13 percent in 2020, while the Black population grew from 9 percent to 14 percent. Gresham-James also said the number of Asian and Pacific Islanders has slightly increased.

Curtis Winston gets a haircut in early April from Hartwell Speed at Speed's Barber and Beauty in Turner Station, which has been open 70 years. At left is barber Edward "Bunny" Fleming. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


Though it borders southeast Baltimore, Dundalk feels more small town than big city. Flowering dogwood trees line the main roads. Parks and boat slips are plentiful in a community that boasts 40 miles of waterfront. Flags signaling a trio of allegiances -- to America, the Baltimore Orioles and the Baltimore Ravens -- flutter in the front yards of tidy homes and from apartment building windows. Democrats outnumber Republicans more than two to one in Baltimore County, but Dundalk has been a pocket of red as many White working class voters here have routinely opted for GOP candidates in presidential, state and local elections, particularly in the last decade.
In recent years, there's has been a bump in new homes being built here, and small-business entrepreneurs have begun opening shops and restaurants, Gresham-James said. The pandemic slowed that growth, yet movement continued in the right direction.
While she and others here have high hopes for Dundalk's resurgence, they acknowledge that poverty remains a problem, as do crime and drug use, and the median income of about $33,000 lags well behind the state's figure of roughly $47,000. Still, they perceived signs of an upswing and were encouraged by the new arrivals. Now they're concerned that the bridge collapse and potential economic havoc to come has left their community imperiled again.
Efforts have begun to fully reopen the Port of Baltimore, and plans for a new bridge are already being discussed. Until intentions become reality, though, jobs are on the line, and business owners and workers are wondering about the way forward. Dundalk can't afford to be left behind again.

Hartwell Speed now owns the barbershop that his father opened decades ago. The bridge's construction, which got underway in 1972, promised growth for Dundalk and a fast route across the Patapsco to employment opportunities beyond. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)



Speed, left, and Clayton Rorie help customer Kenny Rice into his jacket. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


Keno fills the television screens at the North Point Diner where 30 types of scratch-off lottery tickets are available at the checkout counter. Regulars show up for the chipped beef platter and signature scrapple, said Megan Stone, 34, the restaurant's manager. She worries that the bridge catastrophe could affect business.
"A lot of our customers come over the bridge to eat here, and that might put a damper on us," she said. Longshoremen and others working around the docks also were among her everyday patrons.
Stone moved here in 2000 and could see the bridge from her bathroom window. Last month, after her 16-year-old daughter's wrestling tournament, they drove across it on their way home.
"Once I reached the Key Bridge, I could turn off my GPS," she said, smiling. "I knew how to get home from there." Now the span is in the river, destroyed when the 984-foot container ship Dali, loaded with cargo, slammed into one of its support piers. Despite her hopes for a new bridge and an open port, Stone said, the collapse has left her unsettled.
"It felt like a movie and kind of makes you think what could go wrong next?" she said.

"I hope the next devastating thing that happens somewhere else doesn't diminish attention here," said Mike Winkler, a third-generation Dundalk resident and owner of Then and Again, a secondhand store in Dundalk's historic town center. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


At Then and Again, a secondhand store in Dundalk's historic town center, owner Mike Winkler, 41, said he also worries about the economic fallout. "It was difficult enough before the bridge fell," he said.
Winkler knows some owners of businesses connected to the port who have had to lay people off, but he said he is optimistic the port will be back at full capacity before long. "My big concern is, the bridge collapse is getting a lot of attention now, but I hope the next devastating thing that happens somewhere else doesn't diminish attention here."
Ramps that led to the Key Bridge are visible from the back door of the Fleming Senior Center in the Turner Station neighborhood, where local residents gathered for bingo one recent afternoon. The Temptations' "Just My Imagination" floated from the speakers as Mary Branch, 86, checked in guests and handed out playing cards.
Branch moved here in 1949 and has ridden Dundalk's ups and downs. After the thunderous boom of the bridge collapse shook her from sleep hours before dawn, she immediately checked on friends and family members. The next day, she said, the enormity of the disaster started to sink in.

Mary Branch is a community elder and has lived in Turner Station for 75 years. "We're going to take a hit -- locally, nationally, globally," she said. "My heart goes out for the impact it's going to have." (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


"I thought about the whole picture," Branch said. "We're going to take a hit -- locally, nationally, globally. My heart goes out for the impact it's going to have."
Gresham-James, the community development executive, whose father worked as a longshoreman for 35 years at the Dundalk Marine Terminal, said efforts have begun to address the economic impact and buttress residents whose livelihoods are threatened. Within days, she said, the federal Small Business Administration deployed five staff members to her offices to help merchants, independent truck drivers, restaurant owners and others file claims to see if they are eligible for relief funds.
She knows the path forward will be filled with unexpected obstacles but insists that Dundalk won't shrink from the challenge. "After all the media excitement goes away," she said, "the community will still be here to work together and forge ahead."
Olszewski, who is running for Congress to replace outgoing Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D), is optimistic as well.
"I think Dundalk is on the move, and it's not the first time we've known hard times," he said. "When we lost our steel plant, we rallied and came together and found a way forward." Olszewski pointed to the thousands of jobs created in recent years at TradePoint Atlantic, the massive shipping and distribution terminal that sits on land once occupied by Bethlehem Steel, and to new homeowners who have moved in to the area.
Long-timers here believe the community will overcome this latest challenge.
Larry Warble, 66, and his wife, Shelly, 62, were both born and raised in Dundalk. The bridge was built when they were teenagers, and it changed everything.

A memorial on Dundalk Highway in early April for the casualties of the bridge disaster. Six Hispanic immigrants working on the bridge deck were killed. (Andre Chung/for The Washington Post)


"It connected us, the way I saw it, to another world," said Shelly. On morning walks along the water in their Bear Creek neighborhood, the bridge was a sublime landmark. "When you're out there and the sun's coming up over the bridge, it was absolutely beautiful," said Larry, a retired inspector for the Maryland Transportation Authority.
The Warbles hope the port reopens soon and a new bridge can be built relatively quickly. The town, they say, will embrace the effort.
"Dundalk gets a bad rap," Shelly said. "But Dundalk people stick together, and we'll lift each other up and do whatever needs to be done."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/04/25/baltimore-bridge-collapse-dundalk/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Carey Wright will continue to lead Md. schools, state board announces
Carey Wright, a former Mississippi schools chief, was named the next Maryland state superintendent of schools. She will serve a four-year term starting July 1.
By Nicole Asbury | 2024-04-25

Interim superintendent of schools Carey Wright speaks at a 2023 news conference at a Maryland State Board of Education meeting in Baltimore. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


The Maryland State Board of Education on Wednesday appointed Carey Wright, a former Mississippi schools chief who started her career in the D.C. region, to serve as the next state superintendent of schools.
Wright, the current interim state superintendent, will be charged with steering the Department of Education as it implements the Blueprint for Maryland's Future, a landmark education law that funnels billions into public schools in hopes of making the state's education system one of the best in the nation.
"Growing up in Maryland and spending a majority of my career in Maryland, I knew how good our schools were, and I also know how much better we can be," Wright said after the vote.
Joshua Michael, the board member who chaired the search committee, said that 26 people completed an application for the job, but "the board coalesced strongly" around Wright.
Michael -- who is also vice president of the state board -- added that Wright had "extensive experience as an education leader, both in Maryland and nationally in public schools" and a "track record of championing reform."
In Maryland, the State Board of Education hires the superintendent, and the governor appoints members to that board. Gov. Wes Moore (D) has so far appointed six people to the 14-member board. Wright was unanimously approved by the state board members present; one member was absent.
Moore said in a news release that Wright's career in public education has "uniquely prepared her to meet this moment" as the leader of the state education system.
"She is a champion for students, and I'm confident that she is the leader we need to fulfill the promise of creating a world-class public education system for Maryland," Moore said.
Wright was named interim state superintendent in October, after former state superintendent of schools Mohammed Choudhury lost support from the board.
An investigation by The Washington Post last year found that several former staffers alleged that Choudhury created a "toxic" work environment that drove out his former lieutenants and dozens of veterans in the education agency. Former employees alleged that he had a pattern of micromanagement that held up important work, and several district leaders quietly expressed confusion about the Blueprint and other guidance from the department. Choudhury said the former employees could not embrace change.
Since Choudhury's departure, Wright has been guiding the state's Education Department, which oversees 24 school districts with about 890,000 students enrolled. She was tasked by the state board with developing a literacy policy that would incorporate more elements of the "science of reading," a methodology that places an emphasis on phonics while teaching kids how to read. The board set a goal of getting Maryland to place among the top 10 states in reading on the fourth- and eighth-grade National Assessment for Educational Progress, or NAEP -- a standardized test sometimes called "the gold standard" of student assessment -- by 2027.
The state ranked 40th in the nation in fourth-grade reading on the most recent NAEP assessment. It ranked 25th for eighth graders.
Wright has had success boosting performance. She is known in the education world as the Mississippi superintendent who raised student reading and math performance in a state that for decades received low scores on the NAEP.
Wright is a homegrown Maryland educator. She started her career in Prince George's County Public Schools -- the state's second largest school system. She also served stints within the Howard and Montgomery County school systems, before becoming the chief academic officer and deputy chief for the D.C. Public Schools' Office of Teaching and Learning.
In 2013, she was named Mississippi's state superintendent of education. She retired from that post in 2022.
After the vote Wednesday, several board members congratulated Wright.
"I think we're on the right track, and we are so happy to have you," said Susan Getty, a state board member from Carroll County.
Wright said her goal is to "listen to all voices at all times" and "make Maryland the education destination." She added that she intends to focus on improving literacy at all grade levels.
"I'm energized by this work. This is work I love," Wright said. "I am committed to doing everything that I can possibly do to improve outcomes for our children."
She will start her four-year term in Maryland on July 1 at a salary of $360,500.
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Jury rejects claims that Fairfax schools mishandled teen's rape claims
A federal jury in Virginia rejected a lawsuit claiming that the Fairfax County school system mishandled rape allegations by a student more than a decade ago.
By Salvador Rizzo, Karina Elwood | 2024-04-24

(iStock)


A 24-year-old woman who sued school officials in Fairfax County, Va., for millions of dollars, saying they mishandled allegations more than a decade ago that she was raped, lost her case Wednesday when she was unable to convince a federal jury that the school system had failed her.
The woman, identified in legal records only by the initials B.R., testified through tears at times in U.S. District Court in Alexandria that she was bullied and harassed in 2011 as a student at Rachel Carson Middle School in Herndon, a pattern of abuse that she said escalated to gang rape. In a lawsuit filed in 2019, B.R. alleged that Fairfax County Public Schools failed to provide her with a safe learning environment in violation of Title IX, the law that forbids sex discrimination in federally funded schools.
After hearing wrenching testimony from B.R., her mother and other witnesses in a trial that lasted more than a month, an eight-person jury deliberated for less than a day and rejected all of the woman's claims against Fairfax school officials. B.R. was seeking millions of dollars in damages over the post-traumatic stress disorder that she alleged was the result of the sexual abuse she suffered as a seventh-grader.
A spokesperson for the school system thanked the jury and said in a statement that the verdict affirmed that the county school board and several educators named throughout the court proceedings "acted in a caring, respectful, and professional manner to support the plaintiff when she was a student 12 years ago."
In a statement provided by her legal team, B.R. said the verdict was "a somber reminder that the fight for survivors' rights ... is far from over." Alison Anderson, an attorney for B.R., said, "While we are disappointed in the resulting verdict, our client showed tremendous courage and fortitude in fighting for justice for more than a decade."
Attorneys for Fairfax County argued that B.R. never reported being raped to school officials and that the bullying and harassment complaints she did raise were handled appropriately. The attorneys sharply questioned B.R.'s credibility, telling the jury that her story changed over the years and that the school board had "serious doubt" about the veracity of her allegations.
B.R. alleged in her lawsuit that she had been gang-raped on school grounds. Those allegations did not surface at trial. Text messages and social media posts raised at trial indicated she had a romantic relationship with one teen whom she claimed had raped her. B.R. denied knowledge of some of the messages and testified that others were written under threat.
B.R. and her family testified. Former students and teachers took the stand. Doctors detailed years of treatment she had received. The Washington Post does not name alleged victims of sexual assault without their consent.
Fairfax County Public Schools spends millions of dollars on outside legal counsel every year, according to public records of district legal fees. Fairfax Schools paid Hunton Andrews Kurth, one of the law firms defending the school district in the B.R. case, more than $14 million between July 2019 and July 2023. The district has paid all outside attorneys more than $23 million over the same period.
B.R. and her family filed a Title IX complaint with the U.S. Department of Education's Office of Civil Rights in 2012. In 2014, the school system agreed to change its policies for handling sexual harassment allegations between students, establish the role of a Title IX coordinator and create a centralized database for reports of harassment.
The school system did not admit any wrongdoing at the time, and the civil rights office wrote that its investigation found that school officials "did immediately conduct an inquiry into most allegations of sexual harassment brought by the student and her parent."
However, the civil rights office said, there were "some possible concerns with the adequacy of the [school system's] investigation, its analysis of the information collected, and the [system's] apparent treatment of the incidents of alleged harassment as discrete, isolated occurrences rather than addressing the broader issue of a potentially hostile environment at the School."
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PM Update: Cooler tonight and Thursday, with more clear skies than clouds
Some spots dip into the 30s tonight again. Not far from 60 tomorrow, which is about 10 degrees below average. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-04-24

A pink moon rises Tuesday evening over the Jefferson Memorial. (George Jiang/Flickr) 


Temperatures made it into the 70s Wednesday for a second straight day. The main negative was a persistently strong wind from the west and northwest. Those winds regularly gusted to about 35 mph, thanks to a cold front passing the region. We expect it to deliver another round of chillier air starting Wednesday night.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: The day's puffy clouds should diminish with sunset, and there should be lots of clear skies throughout the night. Check out the moon if you missed it Tuesday night. It's still near full! Lows will range from the upper 30s to the mid-40s. Winds are expected to blow out of the north around 10 mph.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Sunshine rules the day -- only a few clouds here and there throughout. It should be on the cool side, but not too bad. Highs are forecast to be near 60 to the low 60s, and winds light.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
Pollen update: Pollen might be past peak, but it can still be intense. Wednesday's tree pollen count was HIGH at 1034.5 grains per cubic meter. Grass pollen, ticking up, is also moderate/high.
First hot stretch of season: Although a model average favors staying just below 90 degrees, we see a risk for our first high heat of the season next week. Several days in a row of 80s seem a good bet, including a few in the mid- and upper 80s. Some individual weather models with skill are also printing out 90 for Monday or Tuesday on some forecasts. In our current climate, the average first 90 comes along in mid-May.

The National Blend of Models from the Weather Service shows upper 80s for highs Monday and Tuesday in Washington. (weatherbell.com) 


Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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A homeless woman got an apartment. Then came conflicts with neighbors.
Staci Jameson was living in a tent in D.C. when she finally got a housing voucher and apartment. Now she is battling a court case to evict her.
By Justin Wm. Moyer | 2024-04-24

Staci Jameson on the first day of her eviction trial in April 2023. (Justin Wm. Moyer/The Washington Post)


In 2021, Staci Jameson had been living in a tent when she received what thousands of homeless people in D.C. desperately need: a housing voucher. She landed a one-bedroom apartment in an upscale building downtown, with rent fully paid each month by the government.
But Jameson, a 38-year-old mother of three with a history of heroin addiction,  was soon accused of threatening staff, undressing in the lobby and rubbing her backside against a police officer responding to a complaint about her, according to police records and evidence presented in court. So in 2022, her landlord, Borger Management, launched the legal process to get Jameson out of the building.
Almost two years later, the case is still winding its way through landlord-tenant court, and Jameson is still living in the building. The case illustrates the myriad challenges that come after unhoused people are given a place to live, as well as the mental health and other support that is often needed to help them succeed.
Jameson said she did not know if there was a case manager or anyone responsible for helping her remain in her apartment. She can't afford a lawyer, pro bono attorneys declined to take on her case and she has had trouble navigating the eviction proceedings.
"I don't even know what any of this means," Jameson said, nervously tugging at the "good luck charms" jangling from a white string around her neck during a hearing last year.
The Department of Human Services declined to provide information on Jameson's case in particular, citing privacy rules. But Rachel Pierre, the administrator for the department's family services administration, said that in general the agency provides voucher clients with a case manager who should visit twice per month.
The case manager's job is to make sure a resident understands what their lease entails and that if they break these rules they may be evicted, she said. Evictions among voucher holders are rare, according to Pierre, with four having occurred in 2023.
Pierre said the department will connect people on vouchers with behavioral health support, and she asked neighbors who might be upset with their behavior to be patient. "Just remember that just because someone is exiting homelessness, they still deserve to be welcomed as a neighbor just as any neighbor would be," she said.
Borger Management declined to comment for this article. Jameson argued that she was a victim of discrimination and Borger staff didn't like her because she has a housing voucher and is a White woman with a Black boyfriend -- assertions that the building's tenants association vigorously disputed.
"It is unfair to the residents and workers in our building to have to deal with unacceptable, disruptive, and menacing behavior," the association said in a statement. "When individuals who are doing wrong continue to get away with things other residents would be evicted for ... there's something wrong with that picture."
Jameson is far from being the first person to defend herself from eviction in landlord-tenant court. While landlords show up to eviction proceedings with a lawyer more than 80 percent of the time, only about 4 percent of tenants have similar support, according to data collected from jurisdictions across the country by the National Coalition for a Civil Right to Counsel.
The emphasis in eviction proceedings is not equity or tenant participation but speed, said Emily A. Benfer, an associate clinical professor of law at George Washington University and a research collaborator at Princeton University's Eviction Lab.
"What you see in a lot of urban courts is 100 cases a day. The priority is getting through as many cases as you can," Benfer said, noting that eviction can upend employment and schooling, destabilize families and even cause premature death. "I talk to people evicted as children -- it still haunts them today. It's 90 seconds charting the course of a person's life."

Jameson in the hallway outside of her apartment. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Jameson said she grew up across the East Coast, including in Calvert County, Md. After struggling with heroin addiction and spending time in and out of rehab, she lost contact with her children after custody disputes. She said she ended up in a D.C. encampment.
It was her first time living on the street -- but her tent, she said, was in some ways better than the apartment she found when she got a voucher in 2021. People living in encampments didn't challenge her behavior the way they do in her apartment building.
Now, Jameson has to fight to keep the housing she'd won. On the first day of her eviction trial last April, Jameson was late. She'd headed to Judiciary Square -- an area in D.C. packed with courts -- but gone to the wrong courthouse.
As she wandered the hallway outside the courtroom, inside it Magistrate Judge Sherry Trafford entered a default judgment against her. Because the landlord's lawyer had shown up and Jameson hadn't, the case was deemed over.
A Post reporter found Jameson sitting in the hallway and alerted her to the judgment.
"I'm here," she said in alarm. "How do you go in?"
Once Jameson found the courtroom and explained the situation, Trafford rescinded the judgment.
So the trial began.
Borger's battle with Jameson was entering its third year, Timothy Cole, the landlord's lawyer, said in court. She'd moved into her apartment in 2021 and, Cole said, has disrupted the community since.
According to a police report, in 2021, Jameson was charged with sexual assault after allegedly snorting a white powdery substance off of her phone in the building's elevator, smacking a resident on the buttocks, disrobing in the lobby and rubbing her own buttocks on a police officer responding to the scene. "Licky licky licky like a lollipop," she told the officer, according to the report. The charges were dropped last year. Jameson said she has no memory of the incident and specifically denied undressing in the lobby.
Jameson received a notice on April 7, 2022, alleging she was violating her lease by "making verbal threats toward other residents on the premises and engaging in loud disruptive behavior." In court, Cole said, she had not -- in legal jargon -- "cured" her alleged violation, so she had to leave.
Jameson rejected Borger's contentions. "I've done nothing wrong," she said during the hearing. "I was plucked off the street. ... I've not been able to enjoy my own home."
Jameson didn't understand how she could change elements of her personality. She'd lived in a tent for four years, she told the court, and now just wanted to enjoy her apartment.
"They have a problem with the way I look and who I'm with," she said. "I thought I'd earned my place being outside all that time."
Cassandra Lee, a concierge in Jameson's building, took the stand and described an incident last summer when police responded after complaints that Jameson, who was trying to run for mayor, harassed people outside the lobby by seeking signatures for a candidacy petition.
Jameson, of her own accord, brought up other disruptive incidents while she cross-examined Lee. In one, the concierge said, Jameson had threatened her.
"You came in with your little stick in your hand -- your little pole -- swinging it, referring to yourself as being Jesus Christ," Lee said in court. "You're talking about killing me."
Jameson responded: "I do have a stick. ... I don't have it here today."
On the second and final day of Jameson's trial -- held nearly a month after the first -- Jameson called her boyfriend, Savon Peterson, to the stand. He described at least eight police incidents involving Jameson at the building.
After he stepped down, Jameson addressed the court, arguing that the volume and sound of her voice and character were the problem: "This is my voice. Of course I'm going to use it. It might not be the most ladylike at times. ... This has been a problem my whole life. I'm not liked. But I'm not a bad person, and I don't deserve to be ripped from my home."
After Jameson's final plea, it took Trafford 50 minutes to return a verdict -- to evict her.
Jameson was incensed.
"This is crap!" she said, storming out of the courtroom and shouting her way down the hallway.

Jameson's apartment building in Northwest Washington. (Justin Wm. Moyer/The Washington Post)


Months passed, and Jameson remained in her apartment. She filed an appeal. Then her case took a remarkable turn.
After she appealed, a judge noticed a technical problem with Borger's paperwork: A notice of eviction must explain that victims of domestic violence may be able to stay in their apartments if their lease violations are related to domestic violence. Jameson's didn't have such language.
So in June, Borger's case against Jameson was dismissed, even though she does not claim to be a victim of domestic violence.
Paul Di Blasi, managing attorney of the D.C. Bar Pro Bono Center, held an hour-long consultation with Jameson ahead of her trial last year but said he could not represent her. He said he could not discuss her case but noted that although landlords think of the District as tenant-friendly, the court still defends property interests: "While relatively better than other jurisdictions ... it still can be very brutal."
Last year, a coalition of nonprofits and law firms relaunched an initiative aimed at guaranteeing more D.C. tenants who receive housing subsidy access to a lawyer to represent them for free throughout eviction proceedings. However, it isn't clear if the initiative will help Jameson, who is facing another bout in court against Borger. On Dec. 5, the company filed another eviction case against her.
A nonprofit offering free legal representation, Rising for Justice, sent a lawyer to appear alongside Jameson at a hearing for the new case in March, but it is not representing her in the long term, said James Toliver, a supervising attorney of the organization's housing advocacy and litigation clinic.
Toliver said he could not discuss Jameson's case but noted that if voucher holders have been having trouble adapting, the agencies that gave them the vouchers must intervene. He said that it can "sometimes be hard for an advocate to establish an attorney-client relationship with someone who has a lot of challenges."
The result, according to Toliver, is that advocates stand aside as tenants fumble through their cases and are evicted: "There's nothing you can really do except cringe."
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D.C. students sue over alleged censorship of pro-Palestinian activity
Students at D.C.'s Jackson-Reed High School claim in a lawsuit that administrators unlawfully censored their speech when they sought to host pro-Palestinian events.
By Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-04-24

School leaders at the District's Jackson-Reed High School, seen in 2023, allegedly asked the Arab Student Union to censor materials and go through "procedural roadblocks" to host events. (Al Drago for The Washington Post)


A group of students at D.C.'s Jackson-Reed High School claims in a new lawsuit that administrators unlawfully censored their speech when they were barred from hosting pro-Palestinian events and sharing information about Palestinian culture.
The suit, filed by the American Civil Liberties Union of D.C., claims that the high school's Arab Student Union was treated differently from other student groups when school leaders allegedly asked it to censor materials and go through "procedural roadblocks" to host events.
"Their activity was being prohibited simply because the school, for some reason, didn't like the content of their speech," said ACLU attorney Art Spitzer, who is representing the students. "That's not a reason the government is allowed to use to censor speech."
"The complaint asks the court to direct the school to stop violating the students' rights and to allow them to engage in these activities before June 7, the last day of the school year for seniors," the ACLU said in a statement.  A spokesperson for D.C. Public Schools declined to comment, citing open litigation. Sah Brown, Jackson-Reed's principal who is named in the complaint, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The school's Arab Student Union said it has faced obstacles when trying to hold events in recent months. Members said they wanted to bring light to the conflict and humanize the Palestinian people after Israel's assault on Gaza, where more than 33,000 people -- including 13,000 children -- have been killed following the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel that killed about 1,200 people.
In December, the students tried to host an on-campus screening of "The Occupation of the American Mind," a documentary that critiques Western media's portrayal of the decades-long Israeli-Palestinian conflict but that has also been accused of antisemitism. School leaders told the students that they didn't follow the proper channels to get the showing approved, a school district spokesperson told The Washington Post at the time. But the new lawsuit claims that there is "no special procedure or permission required" to show movies and that other campus clubs have been able to screen films as part of their activities.
Later, when students tried to host a cultural event to showcase Palestinian music, dancing, food and traditions, Brown told the group's faculty adviser in an email that he supports "the idea of celebrating Palestinian culture" and approved such an observance at either an annual event that showcases the school's diversity or during Arab American Heritage Month in April. The student group ultimately held the event in January at a Busboys and Poets restaurant in Takoma.
The lawsuit says the student group will also host a Palestinian Culture Night event at school on Thursday, but alleges that it "has been so heavily censored and restricted that it no longer presents the message" the students had envisioned. On Wednesday, Spitzer did not explain how the upcoming event differs from the teens' original plans.
Spitzer said that, last month, when students planned to pass out copies of a "zine" they designed during a lunch event, school leaders told the group to remove references to certain Palestinian symbols: a key that represents "the right of return to the lands that were originally [Palestinians'] in 1948" and a popular cartoon character that symbolizes "Palestinian resistance and struggle." The students later replaced those portions of the handout with information about Palestinian food and dance, the complaint says.
During that same event, members of the Arab Student Union also tried to give away stickers that featured an outline of Palestinian territory and others with the words "Free Palestine." The lawsuit alleges that a school administrator told the students that they were not allowed to do so, but "cited no policy and gave no reason for this censorship."
The students also claim that they face more scrutiny than their peers. According to the complaint, members of the school's Gender Sexuality Alliance have held events, such as a Trans Day of Visibility, sold Pride merchandise and screened a video about the history of the queer rights movement. Another group, the Birds & the Bees Sexual Health Club, has been able to distribute condoms and fliers about safe sex, the suit said. The lawsuit alleges that both groups could engage in those activities without interference from the school.
The suit comes as students across the country have launched encampments and waged large protests over the Israel-Gaza war. The demonstrations have led to more than 100 arrests at schools including New York University, Yale and Columbia as groups call on their schools to, among other things, end investments tied to Israel. Some critics have said that campuses have been too harsh and are limiting students' right to free speech.
"This is not a case that involves campus disruptions, takeovers of buildings or ... encampments on school property," Spitzer said. "This is really very ordinary sort of educational activity, showing a documentary film, handing out leaflets -- something that groups do all the time at Jackson-Reed."
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What the Commanders need in the draft (besides a quarterback)
The draft isn't only about the quarterback: Washington needs help on the offensive line, in the defensive backfield, with its pass rush and its pass-catchers.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-04-25

Oregon State's Taliese Fuaga is expected to be a high pick in the NFL draft, and the Commanders need help on the offensive line. (Michael Conroy/AP) 


News flash: The Washington Commanders need players at positions other than quarterback. The team's revamped front office used free agency to minimize pressing needs and increase roster flexibility. Now, officials can set the foundation for the new era by turning to their stockpile of picks in the NFL draft, which starts Thursday night.
Washington is expected to take a quarterback with the second overall pick, but its other selections can't be isolated from that headliner. As NFL Network analyst Daniel Jeremiah has noted, teams are starting to shift their focus from quarterbacks -- who are notoriously hard to project -- to their NFL environments.
"Do we have the right play-caller, the right offensive line to protect him, and do we have some guys he can get the ball to?" Jeremiah said. "That seems to be what's going to lead to these guys being a success or not, more so than even just how good the player at the quarterback position might be."
As a reminder, the Commanders enter the draft with nine picks: The No. 2 overall pick, two in the second round (Nos. 36 and 40), three in the third round (Nos. 67, 78 and 100), two in the fifth round (Nos. 139 and 152) and one final pick in the seventh round (No. 222).
Here's a look at some of the team's other positions of need.
The most glaring need. A popular theory around the NFL is that the Commanders will use their treasure chest of draft capital to trade back into the first round for a tackle. The team cut its starter at left tackle (Charles Leno Jr.) and has a below-average starter on the right (Andrew Wylie).
It would be difficult for Washington to move up far enough to select an elite prospect, such as Notre Dame's Joe Alt. But if a prospect slides to the middle or end of the first round, the Commanders might be willing to pay to move up. The cost would almost certainly be at least one second-round pick and a mid- to late-rounder.
If the Commanders were aggressive, they could target players expected to be taken in the top half of the first round, such as Oregon State's Taliese Fuaga, Penn State's Olu Fashanu or Washington's Troy Fautanu. The next tier includes Alabama's JC Latham, Georgia's Amarius Mims and Oklahoma's Tyler Guyton.
If the team stayed put, it could target Arizona's Jordan Morgan or Texas's Christian Jones in the second round.
"It's pretty universally known [that] it's a really good tackle class, deep tackle class," Commanders General Manager Adam Peters said. "As you can see in a lot of the mock drafts, there's a ton of those guys coming off in the first round. We got a chance to visit with a lot of them and really at different levels. But yeah, we're really, really excited about that group."

Cornerback T.J. Tampa of Iowa State could be an option in the second round. (Tony Gutierrez/AP) 


Cornerback, tight end and edge rusher are the second tier of the team's needs. Washington added some reinforcements in free agency but would like to continue upgrading.
Corner tops the second tier because the team only has one veteran who has been a regular starter on the outside (Michael Davis), along with two young players who struggled last year (Emmanuel Forbes Jr. and Benjamin St-Juste) and one ascending hybrid with potential in the slot (Quan Martin).
Coach Dan Quinn has a history of success with big corners, from Richard Sherman (in Seattle) to DaRon Bland (in Dallas). The rough profile of a "Quinn corner" seems to be at least 6 feet tall and 190 pounds with 31-inch arms.
In the second round, potential prospects who fit that description include Alabama's Kool-Aid McKinstry and Iowa State's T.J. Tampa. Later, there are Oregon's Khyree Jackson, Mississippi State's Decamerion Richardson and Notre Dame's Cam Hart.
It's arguably the second-most important position in the sport behind quarterback. Washington overhauled its pass rush in free agency with proven, rotational vets who could start. But the team probably wants to draft and develop young players with upside, and experts believe the class is relatively deep.
The second tier of edge rushers, some of whom could be available early in the second round, includes Penn State's Chop Robinson, Western Michigan's Marshawn Kneeland and Missouri's Darius Robinson. But there are still good prospects projected to be available later, such as Alabama's Chris Braswell and Penn State's Adisa Isaac.
The Commanders could take multiple edge rushers, even though they have several young players already on the roster, as teams have consistently invested significant draft capital in the position, according to an analysis by Sumer Sports.
Multiple analysts believe the tight end class is relatively weak. Washington has one veteran pass-catcher (Zach Ertz, signed in free agency), one solid blocker (John Bates) and two question marks (Armani Rogers and Cole Turner), with Rogers returning from a torn Achilles'. The team wants more depth and upside here, and it would make sense to draft a tight end in the top 100 picks to pair with the young quarterback.
The question is whether Washington wants to be aggressive and target one in the second tier or wait until later. Experts disagree on who is in the second tier apart from Texas's Ja'Tavion Sanders. Jeremiah likes Arizona's Tanner McLachlan and Kansas State's Ben Sinnott; Dane Brugler of the Athletic prefers Penn State's Theo Johnson and TCU's Jared Wiley.

South Carolina wide receiver Xavier Legette is a big pass-catching target. (Artie Walker Jr./AP) 


The third tier of needs could also be headlined by linebacker. But considering the Commanders already added a couple of veteran linebackers in free agency, the offense will likely major in three-receiver sets, and the team lost Curtis Samuel in free agency, let's focus on the pass-catchers.
The receiver room has one stud (Terry McLaurin), one promising young player who was lost at times last year (Jahan Dotson), a rarely productive vertical threat on an expiring rookie deal (Dyami Brown) and two serviceable vets (Olamide Zaccheaus and Jamison Crowder).
Good news for the Commanders: The receiver classes are deep and talented every year. There are excellent options all over the board, from early in the second round (Florida State's Keon Coleman) to late in the seventh (Texas San Antonio's Joshua Cephus).
The team could also complement its somewhat undersized corps with bigger targets, such as South Carolina's Xavier Legette (at 6-foot-1 and 221 pounds) or Florida State's Johnny Wilson (6-6, 231).
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2024 NFL draft: Prospects, pick projections and more
The NFL draft is this week in Detroit. Here's what you need to know.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-04-25

The NFL draft is this week in Detroit, and quarterbacks (including Caleb Williams) are expected to be hot commodities. (Carlos Osorio/AP) 


The NFL draft gets going this week, as teams look to secure the sport's future stars. Here's what you need to know.
The NFL draft is scheduled to take place Thursday through Saturday. The first round is Thursday, beginning at 8 p.m. Round 2 and Round 3 are Friday. Rounds 4 through 7 are Saturday.
This year's NFL draft will take place in a specially built "draft theater" just east of Campus Martius Park in downtown Detroit, which is hosting the draft for the first time.
The NFL draft will be televised by ABC, ESPN/ESPN2, ESPN Deportes and NFL Network and streamed via the NFL and ESPN apps.
Thursday (Round 1): 8 p.m. Eastern (ABC, ESPN, ESPN Deportes, NFL Network)
Friday (Rounds 2-3): 7 p.m. Eastern (ABC, ESPN2, ESPN Deportes, NFL Network)
Saturday (Rounds 4-7): Noon Eastern (ABC, ESPN, ESPN Deportes, NFL Network)
Marvin Harrison Jr., wide receiver, Ohio State
Harrison, the son of Hall of Fame wide receiver Marvin Harrison, had 144 receptions and a Football Bowl Subdivision-high 28 touchdown catches in his final two seasons with the Buckeyes. He's seen as perhaps the most pro-ready prospect in the entire draft and almost certainly will be an immediate starter for whichever team drafts him.
Malik Nabers, wide receiver, LSU
Nabers averaged an FBS-best 120.7 receiving yards per game for the Tigers in 2023 and set the school's career record for receptions (189). He's prized for his ability to both beat defensive backs on deep balls and for the way he fights for 50-50 passes.
Joe Alt, tackle, Notre Dame
Alt used his 6-foot-9 frame to become one of the best offensive linemen in college football last season and should step into the key left tackle role for his NFL team. He's the son of John Alt, a Pro Bowl tackle for the Kansas City Chiefs in the 1980s and 1990s, and the brother of Mark Alt, a former NHL defenseman.
Dallas Turner, edge rusher, Alabama
The SEC co-defensive player of the year in 2023 had 10 sacks and 14.5 tackles for a loss in his final season with the Crimson Tide. Turner still has much to learn with technique but his speed and explosiveness at the snap will be prized by NFL teams in the market for someone to harass the opposing quarterback.
Rome Odunze, wide receiver, Washington
Odunze set a program record and led FBS with 1,640 receiving yards in 2023 as he helped lead the Huskies to the College Football Playoff championship game. What Odunze lacks in speed he makes up for in physicality, and at 6-foot-3, he could be a whole lot of trouble for smaller NFL defensive backs.
JC Latham, tackle, Alabama
Latham seems destined to be a right tackle or guard in the NFL and is perhaps the best run-blocking offensive lineman in the draft.
Brock Bowers, tight end, Georgia
Bowers is the only player to win consecutive John Mackey Awards, given to college football's top tight end, and was a two-time finalist for the Lombardi Award, bestowed upon the nation's top lineman (a tight end has never won the award). He led the Bulldogs in receptions in three straight seasons.
Quinyon Mitchell, cornerback, Toledo
Mitchell led FBS with 25 passes defended in 2022 and was an Associated Press second-team all-American in 2023. He has the speed and the physicality to become a top NFL defensive back.
Caleb Williams, USC
Williams seems almost certain to go No. 1 to the Chicago Bears, and he likely would have been the No. 1 pick had he left USC after his Heisman Trophy season in 2022, as well. His ability to throw on the run is prized, and he had 46 touchdown passes and only one interception in the red zone over his last two years with the Trojans.
Jayden Daniels, LSU
The 2023 Heisman Trophy winner averaged 11.7 yards per pass attempt and 8.4 yards per rush in his final college season, becoming the only player to lead FBS in both categories since at least 1996. That dual-threat ability has scouts drooling, as does the fact that Daniels has five years of college starting experience.
Drake Maye, North Carolina
Maye has the size and arm that NFL teams covet, but his decision-making and accuracy have come into question at times (he threw 16 interceptions over his final two college seasons). But because quarterback is such a prized position, teams in the top 10 will certainly overlook these flaws in the hopes that Maye will come around, in time.
J.J. McCarthy, Michigan
McCarthy completed 72.3 percent of his passes in 2023 to help lead the Wolverines to the national title, but there's the sense that it was more a byproduct of Michigan's straightforward offensive attack. He's so highly regarded more for his poise than his talents.
Michael Penix Jr., Washington
Penix played six college seasons -- four of them ended early because of injuries, and twice those injuries involved a torn ACL -- and already is 23 years old. So there are concerns about his durability, plus his ability to throw when his protection breaks down. There's no denying his tremendous arm strength, however.
Just about every mock draft, including one from The Post's Jason La Canfora, has the Bears taking Williams with the first pick of the draft. The bigger question is what will happen with the Washington Commanders and New England Patriots, the teams immediately following the Bears in the draft order. La Canfora has Daniels going to the Commanders and McCarthy to the Patriots. He then has the New York Giants trading up to select Maye with the fourth pick.
In his final mock draft, ESPN analyst Jordan Reid predicts that the Commanders will take Daniels and the Patriots will select Maye. That's also the prediction made by NFL.com's Eric Edholm in his final mock draft. NFL betting expert Adam Chernoff has Maye going to the Commanders at No. 2 and Daniels going to the Patriots with the next pick. R.J. White of CBS Sports has Maye at No. 2 and McCarthy at No. 3, with the Giants trading up to No. 4 to get Daniels.
2023: Bryce Young, quarterback, Carolina Panthers
The Panthers traded a haul of draft picks -- including what would have been the No. 1 pick in this year's draft -- to move up and snag Young, who struggled in his first NFL season, throwing only 11 touchdown passes with 10 interceptions as Carolina went 2-15. Look for the Panthers to add receiving targets in this year's draft to give Young some help.
2022: Travon Walker, edge rusher, Jacksonville Jaguars
Walker has been overshadowed by edge-rushing teammate Josh Allen, who has become one of the league's elite players at the position. Though he had 10 sacks last season, Pro Football Focus ranked Walker 99th out of 112 NFL edge rushers.
2021: Trevor Lawrence, quarterback, Jacksonville Jaguars
Lawrence struggled while playing for a dysfunctional team in his rookie season, throwing a league-high 17 interceptions, but helped lead the Jaguars to the playoffs and was named to the Pro Bowl as an alternate in 2022. Lawrence did not make a big leap forward in 2023, however, posting the same QBR as he did in 2022 and failing to lead Jacksonville back to the playoffs.
2020: Joe Burrow, quarterback, Cincinnati Bengals
Burrow bounced back from an injury-shortened rookie season to lead the Bengals to the Super Bowl in 2021 and the AFC championship game in 2022. He became the highest-paid player in NFL history just before the 2023 season began but suffered a season-ending wrist injury in November.
2019: Kyler Murray, quarterback, Arizona Cardinals
Murray was the 2019 offensive rookie of the year and has made the Pro Bowl twice, but the Cardinals have made the playoffs only once in his five seasons as their starter. He suffered a knee injury that cut short his 2022 season and caused him to miss nine games in 2023.
2018: Baker Mayfield, quarterback, Cleveland Browns
In 2020, Mayfield helped the Browns to their first playoff appearance in 18 years, but he lost his starting job after the Browns traded for Deshaun Watson and then was dealt to the Carolina Panthers ahead of the 2022 season. He played sparingly for the Panthers before asking to be released and was picked up off waivers by the Los Angeles Rams. Mayfield resuscitated his career after signing with the Buccaneers in 2023, helping lead Tampa Bay to the NFC South title and a wild-card playoff victory and earning his first Pro Bowl invitation. He signed a three-year contract extension with the Buccaneers in March.
1. Chicago Bears (from Carolina)
2. Washington Commanders
3. New England Patriots
4. Arizona Cardinals
5. Los Angeles Chargers
6. New York Giants
7. Tennessee Titans
8. Atlanta Falcons
9. Chicago Bears
10. New York Jets
11. Minnesota Vikings
12. Denver Broncos
13. Las Vegas Raiders
14. New Orleans Saints
15. Indianapolis Colts
16. Seattle Seahawks
17. Jacksonville Jaguars
18. Cincinnati Bengals
19. Los Angeles Rams
20. Pittsburgh Steelers
21. Miami Dolphins
22. Philadelphia Eagles
23. Minnesota Vikings (from Cleveland via Houston)
24. Dallas Cowboys
25. Green Bay Packers
26. Tampa Bay Buccaneers
27. Arizona Cardinals (from Houston)
28. Buffalo Bills
29. Detroit Lions
30. Baltimore Ravens
31. San Francisco 49ers
32. Kansas City Chiefs
In the first round, each team has 10 minutes to make its pick, and the clock begins when the preceding team submits its pick to draft officials. Teams get seven minutes to pick in the second round, five minutes in Rounds 3-6 and four minutes in the seventh round.
If a team fails to pick in its allotted time, the next team in the draft order becomes eligible to make a selection. The team that failed to pick can make its selection at any time.
The 2025 NFL draft will be held in Green Bay, Wis. Draft locations beyond next year have yet to be announced.
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Commanders decline linebacker Jamin Davis's fifth-year option
Exercising the option would have made the 2021 first-round pick one of the highest paid linebackers in the NFL.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-04-25

Commanders linebacker Jamin Davis is in the final year of his rookie contract. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


The Washington Commanders declined the fifth-year contract option for linebacker Jamin Davis, according to two people with knowledge of the decision, putting their 2021 first-round draft pick on track to become a free agent next March.
The decision should come as no surprise; the extra fifth year, available to first-round picks and fully guaranteed when exercised, was projected to be worth $14.483 million and would have made Davis among the four highest paid linebackers in the NFL by average salary.
The fourth and final year of Davis's rookie contract is now the most important of his young career.
Drafted 19th in the 2021 draft with the hope he would fill a years-long void for the Commanders at inside linebacker, Davis arrived with only one year of starting experience at Kentucky. His size, speed and athleticism intrigued the Commanders, however, who believed they could mold him into a "mike," or middle linebacker, and refine his pass rushing.
"He has a tremendous background -- the kind of background I look for -- [and is a] very smart, intelligent young man, plays the game at the right tempo," former Commanders coach Ron Rivera said of Davis in 2021. " ... He's what you look for in a football player."
But Davis's development was slow-going, and his performance in the 2022 season opener prompted public criticism from then-defensive coordinator Jack Del Rio. Davis's play improved later in that campaign, and last season he made a number of big plays for Washington's defense, totaling three sacks, two forced fumbles, four passes defensed and 89 total tackles (eight for loss). But it wasn't enough to match his draft status, let alone warrant one of the top salaries at his position. His 2023 season ended early after he suffered a shoulder injury in Week 13 that required surgery.
Davis's off-field troubles hindered his chances even more.
In March 2022, he was charged with reckless driving in Virginia, a misdemeanor punishable by up to 12 months in jail. Davis appealed his conviction and avoided jail time -- he was sentenced to 180 days, all of which were suspended -- but his license was revoked for six months.
He was also charged with reckless driving three months before that incident, but it was reduced to an infraction.
Davis is also a defendant, along with Commanders cornerback Benjamin St-Juste and former safety Deshazor Everett, in a wrongful-death lawsuit that claims the three were racing their cars in Loudoun County when Everett crashed, killing his girlfriend, Olivia Peters, who was a passenger.
Peters's mother, Kathleen Peters, filed the lawsuit in Loudoun County Circuit Court in December, seeking $25 million in damages and a jury trial. The case is still pending.
Davis's status, while never solid with the regime that drafted him, became even more uncertain when the Commanders overhauled their front office and coaching staff earlier this year.
Led by General Manager Adam Peters, the Commanders signed more than two dozen free agents, including five linebackers. Frankie Luvu, signed to a three-year contract, and nine-time Pro Bowler Bobby Wagner headlined the group and are expected to start.
"We're really pumped on [Davis], too, and finding the things that he does best and the role to do that," Coach Dan Quinn said in March.
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NBA players turn to meditation to help find their center
And as the NBA playoffs ramp up, the spotlight on players' performance will get even brighter -- underscoring the importance of finding peace amid pressure.
By Joshua Needelman | 2024-04-25

Knicks center Isaiah Hartenstein has embraced meditation and become a key member of New York's rotation. (Dustin Satloff/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- In the minutes before nearly every New York Knicks game this season, as the arena crescendos into a pulsing hive of activity -- music blasting, players warming up, fans filing in, vendors hawking overpriced beer -- Isaiah Hartenstein creates his own cocoon of calm.
The 7-foot center plops onto the bench, closes his eyes and focuses on his breathing.
"When you're present, that's when you play your best," he said.
That focus, Hartenstein said, has helped him transform from a role player into a starter for a 50-win Knicks team that earned the No. 2 seed in the Eastern Conference playoffs -- and it will probably earn him a significant raise on the free agent market this summer. He averaged 7.8 points and 8.3 rebounds during the regular season and anchored the NBA's ninth-ranked defense.
Hartenstein is part of a growing number of NBA players who embrace meditation, which was first popularized in the league by Hall of Fame coach Phil Jackson. The "Zen Master" led the Chicago Bulls and Los Angeles Lakers to 11 NBA championships between 1991 and 2010 while leading regular team meditation and yoga sessions and emphasizing the importance of mindfulness.
These days, players who regularly practice meditation can be found in every corner of the league, from stars such as Lakers forward LeBron James and Denver Nuggets guard Jamal Murray to role players such as Phoenix Suns forward Royce O'Neale and Sacramento Kings two-way guard Mason Jones.
In a sport that glorifies workaholism, in which success is often measured in pools of sweat, a player taking a moment to step back and focus on his breathing might seem odd. But for some, bringing mindfulness to the court might make the difference between a good game and a bad game.
And as the NBA playoffs ramp up, the spotlight on players' performance will get even brighter -- underscoring the importance of finding peace amid pressure.
"I started to notice that a lot of things in sports is actually a lot more mental than physical," Hartenstein said. "I noticed that meditation helped me be more present through day-to-day life, but also more present during the game."
Hartenstein began meditating during the 2020-21 season when he was with the Nuggets after reading a pair of books: "Mind Gym" by Gary Mack and "The Mindful Athlete" by George Mumford, the sports psychologist who worked with Jackson's Bulls and Lakers teams. These days, in addition to his pregame routine, Hartenstein practices meditation for about 15 minutes in the morning and 30 minutes at night with the app Headspace. Sometimes, if he notices his mind spiraling while on the court, he'll take a few meditative breaths during a break in the action -- without closing his eyes.
"You probably won't be able to see it unless you really pay attention," said Hartenstein, who has helped the Knicks take a 2-0 series lead over the Philadelphia 76ers in their first-round playoff matchup. "I'll do one long breath in, and then at the very end you do another breath, and then you let it out. I'll do that one to three times. That helps me re-center."

Hartenstein meditates on the bench before a recent Knicks game. (Elsa/Getty Images)


Jones, who split time this season between the Kings' main roster and the Stockton Kings, the franchise's G League affiliate, also turned to mindfulness to stay grounded while on the court -- and to find calm amid shuffling between the two teams.
Before every game this season, whether with Sacramento or Stockton, Jones would find a quiet room, sit in a chair and, for 10 minutes, inhale and exhale deeply. He practiced mindfulness during games, too: In the third quarter of Stockton's G League playoff game against the Santa Cruz Warriors this month, Jones felt his mind wandering. During a timeout, he closed his eyes and took five deep breaths. Then, with 11 seconds left in the fourth quarter, he beat the shot-clock buzzer with a three-pointer that gave the Kings the lead for good.
"Before you get angry, breathe. Before you make any decision, breathe. Close your eyes and breathe," Jones said of the mind-set that helped him land back in the NBA in February after a two-year stint overseas.
O'Neale, who averaged 25.1 minutes for the Suns after a midseason trade from Brooklyn, also has a routine: He meditates the night before games, and then in the locker room about a half-hour before the opening tip. He lies on the locker room floor, cues up a "spa music" playlist and spends five minutes taking deep breaths. It helps him block out noise from the crowd once play starts.
"It's like they're not even there," O'Neale said.

Suns forward Royce O'Neale is another practitioner of meditation before his games.(Christian Petersen/Getty Images)


The conversation around mental health in the NBA has shifted in the past decade, with several teams now employing mental performance coaches. Erwin Valencia, who served with the Knicks in that capacity, helped bridge the gap from Jackson's days to the modern era.
In 2014, Jackson was hired to be the Knicks' team president. The following year, Valencia, then the team's director of training and conditioning, suggested to Jackson that the Knicks integrate meditation, Valencia said. He had grown up idolizing Jackson and described their relationship as similar to "Luke Skywalker and Yoda."
"We started with him doing these meditations whenever he was in New York," Valencia said of Jackson. "It ruffled a little bit of the players' feathers because he would do it at odd times. ... He would show up and say, 'This is the day we do meditations.' And players were coming out of practice, completely sweaty. They were like, 'What are we doing?' Some of the players who were younger were like, 'What does this old guy want us to do?' "
Valencia devised a plan to make meditation more accessible for players from that generation who were glued to their phones. He arranged for the team to have free access to Headspace, which launched in 2012 and had yet to erupt in popularity.
Jackson and the Knicks parted ways in June 2017, but Valencia continued to help players embrace mindfulness. The rest of the league started to catch on, too: Valencia's relationship with Headspace's founders paved the way for the app to build a relationship with the NBA, and in 2018, the league reached a partnership with the app: All NBA players and employees were granted access to Headspace, and the league produced guided training videos for the app.
In the years that followed, Valencia led the Knicks in breathing sessions before practice and games. Some players rolled their eyes -- including veteran forward Julius Randle, Valencia said. Randle won the league's most improved player award in 2020-21, but after his play dipped the following season, he approached Valencia about integrating meditation into his daily routine.
Early in the 2022-23 season, MSG Network showed footage of Valencia guiding Randle in a pregame meditation from the Knicks' bench in the minutes before a game at Madison Square Garden. Their routine, which started with Randle rubbing an essential oil blend on his wrist, continued throughout the season, and Randle excelled: He averaged 25.1 points and 10 rebounds and was named third-team all-NBA.
Valencia also guided Hartenstein and former Knicks forward Obi Toppin in pregame meditations, he said. He left the Knicks after last season, but his influence remains: In addition to Hartenstein, Randle continued his pregame meditations before he suffered a season-ending shoulder injury in January.
"When you're an athlete, you need to train yourself to find stillness in the middle of madness," Valencia said. "If you're so used to practicing a meditative practice, or a mindfulness practice, in the middle of silence all the time, then the moment you get out, you get overwhelmed, and especially in the Garden.
"Having a consistent practice in a space of madness, along with having a practice in a space of peace, allows you to find that peace within the madness."
Before Game 2 against the 76ers on Tuesday, Hartenstein sat quietly on the bench, his eyes closed as his teammates shot jumpers. About three hours later, with New York trailing in the final minute, he jumped past multiple defenders and grabbed the offensive rebound that led to guard Donte DiVincenzo's go-ahead three-pointer with 13 seconds remaining. On the next possession, he blocked Philadelphia guard Tyrese Maxey's layup attempt, sending the Garden into pandemonium and preserving what would become a 104-101 Knicks win.
Hartenstein pumped his fist and roared. His eyes were wide open.
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Final NFL mock draft: Projecting every first-round pick
This first round will start with a quarterbacking bang, but offensive line and wide receiver are also areas of strength.
By Jason La Canfora | 2024-04-25
As the first night of the NFL draft approaches, there remains a ridiculous amount of quarterback intrigue.
It's difficult to muster full and total conviction even at the very top of this mock draft, given the lack of consensus among decision-makers on the order in which the leading quarterbacks will be selected. The flow of information -- or even quasi-information -- has been limited, and good luck finding a war room that has a complete read on how this is going to play out.
With that caveat out of the way, here goes:
QB Caleb Williams (Southern California)
In the words of Spandau Ballet, "I know, I know, I know this much is true." It gets iffy from here.
QB Jayden Daniels (LSU)
It's a coin flip, but ultimately I'm reading tea leaves of the Marcus Mariota signing coupled with the Kliff Kingsbury hiring, which point to this prospect's blend of athleticism and upside.
QB J.J. McCarthy (Michigan)
All the recent bluster out of New England about being open to trades -- and I warned you it was coming -- will be for naught. This kid is a winner, evaluators I know love him and he's probably more NFL-ready than ...
QB Drake Maye (North Carolina)
The Vikings will be trying to make something happen, too, and the Chargers' No. 5 selection might be the spot in which a trade actually happens, but Arizona could make this deal and remain in the top six, its preference.
OL Joe Alt (Notre Dame)
The massive left tackle would allow Coach Jim Harbaugh to have the trenches manned the way he likes, building a hulking line to protect Justin Herbert and run the damn ball. Harbaugh lost out on bringing Alt to Ann Arbor, Mich., but he can bring him to Malibu.
WR Marvin Harrison Jr. (Ohio State)
He has been linked to the Cardinals throughout this process, and for good reason. I wouldn't be shocked in the least if they remain at No. 4 and take Harrison there.
WR Malik Nabers (LSU)
Several evaluators I spoke with believe the Titans prefer this pass-catcher to the other splendid options at the top of the draft. But if Alt is still on the board, then I expect him to be the pick.
Edge Laiatu Latu (UCLA)
I'm hearing that teams are increasingly comfortable with Latu's medical history -- he suffered a serious neck injury in 2020 -- and love his explosive upside. I'm playing a hunch that the Falcons go this way over Alabama pass rusher Dallas Turner, although I might kick myself for not projecting Turner here (as seemingly everyone else has). Also, I've heard the Falcons -- and especially their owner -- love Washington quarterback Michael Penix Jr. I'm just sayin' ...

Rome Odunze could be the third of the big three wide receivers to go early in the first round. (Lindsey Wasson/AP) 


WR Rome Odunze (Washington)
The big three wide receivers, all of whom could be total game-changers, will all be gone within the first 10 picks. Williams will have no excuses about the cast of pass-catchers around him.
TE Brock Bowers (Georgia)
The record-setting tight end has been linked to the Jets by everyone and anyone -- much like Turner with the Falcons -- but sometimes, it just is what it is.
QB Michael Penix Jr. (Washington)
The Vikings can't get too cute here and not come away with a top quarterback prospect. As mentioned, they might move up and grab their guy in the top five, but with Denver and Las Vegas picking right behind them and both in need of a quarterback, it's go time.
CB Quinyon Mitchell (Toledo)
The Steelers are now a trade-making franchise, and maybe they use draft capital to land a veteran wide receiver in a deal, or move up to grab a wideout in the draft. But they have been trying to find a top corner for quite some time, and getting their pick of any in the first round would be an interesting approach.
Edge Dallas Turner (Alabama)
They could easily search for assistance on the offensive line, where they need plenty of help. But Raiders GM Tom Telesco came from the Chargers, where he knew it required bookend pass rushers to try to compete with the Chiefs in the AFC West. Coach Antonio Pierce is a former linebacker, and Maxx Crosby can't be a one-man gang forever.

Penn State's Olu Fashanu should be one of the first offensive linemen chosen in the draft. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images) 


OL Olu Fashanu (Penn State)
The left side of the Saints' OL is in tatters and their first rounder from 2022, Trevor Penning, can't play. They want to try to win something with Derek Carr this year, and to do that, they need help up front. (Read more about Fashanu.)
WR Brian Thomas Jr. (LSU)
Quarterback Anthony Richardson barely played last season, starting just four games as a rookie, but he was electric when he was on the field. GM Chris Ballard tends to like big uglies, but he'll break tendency to find a big-play guy for Richardson here.
OL Troy Fautanu (Washington)
The Seahawks could go in a multitude of directions, including quarterback. But the strength of this draft is offensive linemen, and this kid is versatile enough to fit in different ways and Seattle knows him well -- Fautanu went to school right down the road.
CB Terrion Arnold (Alabama)
The Jaguars have been focused on elevating their defense's back end, although I could make the case for them adding an offensive lineman here as well.
DT Byron Murphy II (Texas)
He might be the only interior defensive lineman taken Thursday -- and I could see the Colts grabbing him, among others -- but the Bengals' D needs plenty of help after a down year.
OL Tyler Guyton (Oklahoma)
If they can keep quarterback Matt Stafford healthy and playing at the level he did last year, the Rams will be in the thick of it in the NFC again. I see them leaning into that effort with this pick.

Plenty of chatter has linked Oregon quarterback Bo Nix with the Denver Broncos. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP) 


QB Bo Nix (Oregon)
Coach Sean Payton gets his guy -- who might have a little Drew Brees in him, maybe -- and he manages to do so outside the top 12. If it isn't Payton and the Broncos, I predict another franchise trades into the 20s to grab that fifth-year option on Nix.
OL JC Latham (Alabama)
Miami left tackle Terron Armstead is on his last legs and the Dolphins' offensive line needs help. Quarterback Tua Tagovailoa, readying for a massive extension, has a long history of concussions; he needs to be protected.
DB Cooper DeJean (Iowa)
DeJean is a hybrid defender whom the Eagles and others would covet. The back end of their defense continues to give them issues, although there's a chance Seattle or someone else could pounce earlier.

Florida State pass rusher Jared Verse could help rebuild the Vikings' defensive line. (Michael Conroy/AP) 


Edge Jared Verse (Florida State)
It wasn't that long ago that the Vikings had one of the most potent defensive lines in the NFL. But a lot of talent has left the building, and the division-rival Lions and Packers will tear you up if given too much time.
OL Jackson Powers-Johnson (Oregon)
The Cowboys apparently don't like to spend money any more, and interior linemen such as Powers-Johnson don't cost as much as other positions when it's time for second contracts. Teams have found blue chip centers in this area of the first round before.
OL Amarius Mims (Georgia)
A huge mountain of a young man to mold, a challenge the Packers -- who need a left tackle of the future -- could take on. Arizona's project lineman Jordan Morgan -- who some evaluators prefer to the 6-foot-8, 340-pound Mims -- is another option.
OL Graham Barton (Duke)
A plug-and-play center with a great football IQ whom the team needs to replace former stalwart Ryan Jensen, who retired earlier this year.
Edge Darius Robinson (Missouri)
One more pass rusher will probably go in the back end of the first round, and I'm slotting Darius Robinson here over Penn State's Chop Robinson. The Cardinals taking an offensive lineman here wouldn't be a shocker, either.
WR Adonai Mitchell (Texas)
Buffalo badly needs a wide receiver after trading Stefon Diggs, and either Mitchell or college teammate Xavier Worthy could work here. But some executives I've spoken with think the Bills lean toward Mitchell.
CB Nate Wiggins (Clemson)
He's more slight than most would like, listed at 6-foot-1 and 173 pounds, but he has some sticky cover skills and world-class speed, and the Lions need help defending the pass. They also don't seem to get too caught up in conventional thought in the first round.
CB Kool-Aid McKinstry (Alabama)
Veteran Marlon Humphrey -- another Alabama cornerback -- has been hurt, and the Ravens love to load up on defensive backs and players with a Crimson Tide pedigree. They also have a pressing need on the offensive line, where Jordan Morgan could fit, or, if you want a really deep cut, Blake Fisher of Notre Dame. (Both Harbaugh brothers taking Notre Dame offensive linemen in the first round just feels like nature healing.)
LB Edgerrin Cooper (Texas A&M)
Plenty of teams have first-round grades on Cooper, and while linebackers are no longer en vogue, they are the lifeblood of the San Francisco defense. I also seem to recall a stud 49ers linebacker tearing his Achilles' in the Super Bowl.
WR Xavier Worthy (Texas)
The twitchy burner just kind of belongs with Andy Reid and Patrick Mahomes, doesn't he? The Chiefs are only renting receiver Hollywood Brown, and they need speedy playmakers regardless.
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Caitlin Clark's shoe deal says the quiet part out loud about women's hoops
Superstar's celebrity will either push the WNBA past long-standing barriers or lay them bare.
By Kevin Blackistone | 2024-04-25

Caitlin Clark, the top pick in the WNBA draft, signed a lucrative endorsement deal with Nike. (Roy Rochlin/Getty Images)


On the eve before Caitlin Clark achieved her latest record, a $28-million signature sneaker deal with Nike, the professional basketball union she is about to become part of released a statement on Instagram:
Endorsements are NOT WNBA salary.
It was a reminder from the WNBPA that, to twist a phrase from the now bad-and-boujee Tony Kornheiser (who pointed out some years ago that we're in a golden era for sportswriters but not necessarily for sportswriting), we've entered a golden era for a woman basketball player, but not for women's professional basketball. Or women's college basketball, for that matter.
It is Clark, and Clark alone, who is all the rage.
For further proof, the Washington Mystics announced Tuesday that its June 7 home game against the Indiana Fever, which last week drafted Clark first overall, sold out -- in three hours. That after the game was moved from the Mystics 4,200-seat Entertainment and Sports Arena across the Anacostia to the Wizards' 20,356-seat Capital One Arena in the heart of downtown. The Mystics were the second WNBA team to move a home date with Clark's Fever to a larger venue. All of this after three NCAA tournament games Clark played in this season set viewership records for the sport.
Meanwhile, the Mystics have not announced doing the same when in July they are scheduled to host the Phoenix Mercury, whose roster includes two of the most-famous women's basketball players in the world in Brittney Griner and Diana Taurasi. There is no need. The duo may not sell out the ESA.
Of course, unless you've been living the past year on Bouvet Island, you know the myriad reasons for the phenomenon that is Clark. She injected basketball's most-recent revolution of the really deep three-point shot into the women's game. Her signature shot is called the Logo 3, because she often shoots from the border of any half-court floor artwork. And she does so with such remarkable accuracy that she's scaled the mountain of college scoring  -- almost to its peak where a lower-division player, Pearl Moore, planted her flag almost a half-century ago. But a misogynist NCAA didn't acknowledge women's sports then, which left most of us unaware of Moore's achievements until Clark's accomplishments got fact-checked this season.
Clark's leap into the national mainstream truly launched with last season's NCAA title game. Before that, she wasn't selling out every arena or generating the record-breaking television viewership. But after the 2023 showdown with LSU star Angel Reese, Clark became a bankable star, which is not surprising given the history race has always played in sports in this country when it comes to popularity or villainy.
For there was Clark, an austere representative of great White Midwestern values. And there was Reese, from the Baltimore area, which gave us "The Wire," as an exemplar of everything that is Black urban aesthetics, living up to her adopted and trademarked nickname Bayou Barbie, long ponytail flying and fashionable fake eyelashes flittering.
And with victory assured in the 2023 title game, Reese turned to Clark and gestured she was winning a championship ring and Clark was not. Clark was venerated for not responding; Reese was villainized. And the perception wasn't altered even after internet sleuths found Clark appearing to have made a similar gesture to an earlier opponent.
Only dereliction about the role of race in sport could lead one to downplay it in Clark's ascendancy, no matter her accomplishments. Indeed, the Great White Hope was born in the early 1900s as a title for any White man who stepped up to beat Jack Johnson, the first Black boxer allowed to fight for the heavyweight championship, which he won. Jesse Owens was celebrated for refuting white supremacy, though America didn't accede to his evidencing. Baseball patted itself on the back for inviting Jackie Robinson to reintegrate its diamonds. Muhammad Ali was villainized for embracing Blackness. Someone tagged the 1988 Notre Dame-Miami football game as Catholics v. Convicts in reference to the former school's religious foundation and the latter's Black players, some of whom had been arrested. And before this year's Clark-Reese rematch, a column celebrating UCLA's wholesomeness in contrast to LSU's "dirtiness" was so beyond the pale that the Los Angeles Times apologized for it.
And if that wasn't the quiet part said out loud, maybe the shoe deal Clark was just awarded is. For she received what is known of in the sports endorsement business as a signature shoe. It is reserved for the best, or those who shine so bright that shoe hucksters believe they will attract the most customers.
It is an elite group even within the NBA, where of the less than 600 players who suit up each season, only about 25 have such rich deals. Their names are household, and mostly mononymous. LeBron. KD. Giannis. Steph. Trae. And they all trace their legacy to, of course, Jordan, who remains the most supreme even if he wasn't the first.
The women's lineage isn't so long. And the current list isn't so deep. Clark joined just three other current players with signature shoes. They are Breanna Stewart, Elena Delle Donne, and Sabrina Ionescu. In the WNBA, a league that is disproportionately predominated by Black women, the only players so highly lionized are White.
But good for Caitlin Clark. Hopefully the rest of the league can hitch to her Air Clarks, or whatever they'll be called, and fly.
Kevin B. Blackistone, ESPN panelist and professor of the practice at the Philip Merrill College of Journalism at the University of Maryland, writes sports commentary for The Post.
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Commanders, finally, to retire Hall of Famer Darrell Green's No. 28
The legendary cornerback was a dominant force on the field and remains a powerful one off it. A first-ballot Hall of Famer, the only question about the honor was what took so long?
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-04-25

Hall of Fame cornerback Darrell Green will have his jersey retired by the Commanders this season. "I never thought about [my jersey being retired]. Never dreamed of it, never asked for it. Didn't think it would be weird if they didn't do it. But they did it and it was pretty overwhelming," he said. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


The Washington Commanders will retire the No. 28 jersey of Hall of Fame cornerback Darrell Green this season, making his the fifth jersey to be retired by the franchise over its 92-year history. His number will be shelved alongside Sonny Jurgensen's No. 9, Sean Taylor's No. 21, Sammy Baugh's No. 33 and Bobby Mitchell's No. 49.
The game and date for Green's jersey retirement will be announced after the NFL releases its schedule in early May.
"For 20 years, Darrell Green gave everything he had to this organization and fan base," team owner Josh Harris said in a release from the team. "Even after retiring from the burgundy and gold, he remained committed to giving back to this community, which to this day holds him in the highest regard. No one on our team will ever again wear No. 28."
Nicknamed the "Ageless Wonder," Green defied his size (5-foot-8, 170 pounds) as a true shutdown corner. His speed alone was otherworldly (he reportedly ran a 4.09-second 40-yard dash in training camp), but he matched his rare talent with a commitment to work off the field, which earned him the NFL's coveted Walter Payton Man of the Year award in 1996.
"I was very conscious of how if I'm successful how it would help my team," Green told The Post in a recent Zoom interview. "... I was getting the work done because I took it very seriously. So, to be rewarded, it just says that, man, I did it right."
Drafted in the first round in 1983 out of what is now Texas A&M Kingsville, a Division II program, Green set a slew of records and was widely regarded as one of the best cornerbacks in the game during his two decades in Washington. He helped the franchise to two of its three Super Bowl wins (XXII and XXVI) and set team records for the most career interceptions (54), game starts (258) and games played (295), pick-sixes (six) and longest fumble return (78 yards). He also set a number of NFL records, including most consecutive seasons with an interception (19). He was a four-time all-pro and earned seven Pro Bowl selections before retiring in 2003.
In a coordinated effort with Green's wife and son, the Commanders surprised him with news of their plans to retire his jersey earlier this month. Green was filming a video for this year's draft candidates and just when taping was about to wrap, he was asked to read one last item off the teleprompter.
"I read this whole story that they were honoring me with this, and it was one of those -- I dropped the mic and was just in tears," Green said. "It was the most thrilling surprise of my life."
That it didn't happen sooner was the true surprise.
For decades, Washington's NFL team had only one retired jersey (Baugh). It wasn't until 2020 did it add Mitchell and continue in the following seasons with Taylor and Jurgensen.
Since July, when a group led by Josh Harris purchased the team, the Commanders' ownership set out to rebuild relations with former players, many of whom chose to stay away during Daniel Snyder's ownership.
Among Harris's first calls when the sale was approved last summer was Green.
Green spoke to Harris as well as limited partners Mitchell Rales and Magic Johnson and was especially impressed, and touched, that they acknowledged his work off the field.
"They were speaking to me friend to friend," Green said. "That to me is what most impressed me in an attempt to touch me."
He added: "I never thought about [my jersey being retired]. Never dreamed of it, never asked for it. Didn't think it would be weird if they didn't do it. But they did it and it was pretty overwhelming."
Last October, Green attended his first Washington home game in 20 years, taking him back to where he capped his career in 2002.
"It's been a great ride, but there is no way I could be where I am without all of you," he told fans in pregame ceremony before that final meeting with the Dallas Cowboys.
This week, as he looked ahead to his jersey retirement ceremony and the start of a new regime in Washington, he offered a different message to fans.
"I would say to all of my fans: 'Hey guys, even those guys who went away for some negative reason. What I'm going to ask you to come on back. Come on back with me. ... I'm not worrying about the name. Not worried about yesterday. I'm not worried about anything. We're all back right now."
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Alex Ovechkin looks 'a little bit off,' and it's a big problem for the Caps
For the Capitals to have a chance at putting a dent in their 2-0 playoff deficit, their captain and offensive pulse needs to find a way to get going.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-04-24

Alex Ovechkin had never been held without a point in the opening two games of his previous 23 playoff series with the Capitals -- until this postseason. (Fank Franklin II/AP) 


NEW YORK -- This entire series for the Washington Capitals -- this absolute slog up an incline as steep as the Empire State Building -- is not at the feet of Alex Ovechkin. Yet here, in the second period of a game in which the Caps were somehow still competing, came the puck to Ovechkin's feet as he stood along the boards at his own blue line, the cacophony of Madison Square Garden all around him.
"It was kind of a weird bounce," Ovechkin said later Tuesday night.
The Capitals were on the power play, looking for the equalizer in Game 2 of this first-round Stanley Cup playoff series against the New York Rangers. Instead, Mika Zibanejad wrestled the puck away. Here came the Rangers, burying a chance they had no business having.
"Lucky bounce," Ovechkin said. "You know, I have to play safer. And you know -- especially in that moment."
Safe has never been Ovechkin's style. But K'Andre Miller's ensuing shorthanded goal provided the difference in the Rangers' 4-3 victory that put them up two games, and it served as a reminder of so many of the keys to this series, if it's indeed to become a series. The Rangers have the skill and tenacity to make you pay for even the slightest mistake. And for the Capitals to have a chance to claw back against the NHL's best regular season team, Ovechkin has to be at his best -- not the version who showed up in the World's Most Famous Arena, a stage he relishes, and looked vastly unlike the player who scored 23 goals in the final 36 games of the season.
Actually, it's more than that.
"I thought the first two games looks -- a little bit off," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said. "He's struggling. It's hard. Like, it's the playoffs, on the road. He's getting a tough matchup. But that's two games, right?"
Two games in which Ovechkin didn't register a point. This is the 24th playoff series of his 19-year career. In the previous 23, the number of times a series was two games old and Ovechkin didn't show up on the scoresheet? That would be zero.
"It's not going to be easy for us," Ovechkin conceded, before adding, "and it's not going to be easy for them as well."
That may be true, because Games 3 and 4 are back in the comfort of Capital One Arena. But the first two games have clearly outlined the differences between these teams. One claimed the Presidents' Trophy; the other willed its way into the final playoff spot in its 82nd game. The Rangers are faster, deeper, more skilled and more confident.
And yet, hockey series are evolving entities, and what you believe after one game can change after the next. If it's going to change for the Capitals -- if Washington is going to make it difficult for New York -- Ovechkin will have to be a big reason.
It's well established that this version of the Capitals bears scant resemblance to the Cup contenders of the past. But at least one thing that was true about those teams -- some from more than a decade ago -- is still true today: For the Caps to be at their best, Ovechkin has to be at his best.
"Anytime he's going, our team's going," said baby-faced Connor McMichael, the 23-year-old who centers Ovechkin's line and who scored his first career playoff goal Tuesday. "So I'm not too worried about him. I feel like there's been plenty of times where people say he's not going, and all of a sudden he scores two, three goals."
Friday would be a good time to start.

Ovechkin celebrates a goal by Dylan Strome in Game 2. (Frank Franklin II/AP) 


In some ways, even as Carbery says his star has "been through so many situations like this," this is new territory. In the Ovechkin Era, the Capitals have never dropped the first two games of a playoff series on the road. It's a measure of their standing as a perennial regular season machine that they have only been the lower-seeded team six previous times. But they have never returned to the District facing this deficit, with the prospect of being swept on home ice.
"We just have to stick together," Ovechkin said.
More than that: Ovechkin has to break through. Through the first two games, he is credited with one shot on goal. That stat is a little misleading, because he has several attempts that just haven't found their way through traffic. In the concluding sequence Tuesday night -- when the Caps took faceoffs in the Rangers' zone with the goalie already pulled -- Ovechkin had the best opportunities, with the puck on his stick.
And yet, in those moments, he somehow wasn't the threat he has been for the better part of two decades.
"Even that six-on-five," Carbery said, "win the draw, [he] steps -- and shin pads," a shot directly into a defender.
Those blocked shots -- that's one of the elements that indicate to Carbery that Ovechkin isn't quite in sync. But there's more, and it applies as the series shifts to D.C.
"In a game, five-on-five -- and even, I include the power play with him -- he should, on a nightly basis, get four or five looks, whether they go in or not," Carbery said. "That's the first part, is he's not getting those looks.
"So whether that's a product of his matchup, or whether it's a product of his line combination, whether he's playing a role in that -- we've got to find a way to get him in spots where it's him and [Rangers goalie Igor] Shesterkin and he's within the top of the circles."
That's when and where he's dangerous. Thus far, he hasn't been.
The deficit to the clearly superior Rangers isn't Ovechkin's fault. But a climb back into the series -- and some of what happened Tuesday night indicated that's possible -- will need to involve the captain. He is his team's only 30-goal scorer. He is, after all these years, still the pulse.
"That's the one thing about 'O' -- he can flip it in one game," Carbery said. "And now he can all of a sudden be a difference-maker and help us win a game -- or be a driver in winning us a game on home ice."
That can happen. It has happened in the past. For these Capitals to have a prayer in this series, it has to happen. Immediately.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/04/24/alex-ovechkin-capitals-rangers-playoffs/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Charlie Woods comes up short in U.S. Open qualifying attempt
Charlie Woods, son of Tiger Woods, attempted to qualify for this year's U.S. Open, but he and everyone else faces enormous odds.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-04-25

Charlie Woods was there for dad Tiger Woods earlier this month at the Masters. The younger Woods is attempting to qualify for the U.S. Open. (Andrew Redington/Getty Images)


Charlie Woods, the 15-year-old son of golf superstar Tiger Woods, failed to advance to the next stage of U.S. Open qualifying after shooting a 9-over-par 81 during a local qualifying event on Thursday at the Legacy Golf & Tennis Club in Port St. Lucie, Fla.
Woods needed to finish in the top 5 to advance to the final round of qualifying, but his score put him near the bottom of the leader board. His card featured three double bogeys, four bogeys and a lone birdie at the par-3 fifth hole.
Thursday's local qualifier was one of 109 such events for the U.S. Open, which begins June 13 at Pinehurst No. 2 in North Carolina. The top finishers at the local qualifiers advance to one of the 10 U.S. sectional qualifying tournaments on May 20 or June 3. All but one of those 36-hole tournaments are held on the latter date, which has been dubbed "Golf's Longest Day."
Woods faced exceedingly long odds. Last year, only 530 players out of 9,693 (5.5 percent) advanced out of local qualifying, where they were joined by 348 players who received an exemption from the U.S. Golf Association into the sectional qualifying round. Of those 878 golfers in sectional qualifying, only 64 earned a berth in last year's U.S. Open at Los Angeles Country Club. That's 7.3 percent.
To even be eligible to compete in a local qualifier, a golfer either needs a 0.4 handicap or better, or needs to be a professional.
Woods has been through the qualifying process before. In February, he attempted to qualify for the Cognizant Classic, a PGA Tour event. He shot a 16-over-par 86 and failed to qualify in a round that was marred by poor behavior from the fans who followed Woods around the course.
Though Woods was a long shot, someone his age advancing out of local qualifying isn't unheard-of. Last year, 13-year-old Jaden Soong became the youngest male golfer to advance to a U.S. Open sectional qualifier after winning a playoff at his local qualifier in California (Soong finished 16 strokes off the pace at the sectional and failed to qualify for the U.S. Open).
Andy Zhang of China is the youngest player to ever qualify for the men's U.S. Open. He was 14 in 2012 when he earned a spot in the field at the Olympic Club in San Francisco. In 2014, Lucy Li qualified for the U.S. Women's Open at the age of 11 after winning her sectional qualifier by seven strokes.
Tiger Woods, a three-time winner of the U.S. Open, currently does not have an exemption into this year's U.S. Open, though it's all but certain that the USGA will extend him a special exemption before the event begins on June 13.
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Russell Canouse, sidelined after surgery to remove colon, faces long road back
Russell Canouse was diagnosed with ulcerative colitis in 2021. This year, his health took a turn for the worse.
By Steven Goff | 2024-04-25

Russell Canouse, 28, joined D.C. United in 2017 and is the club's second longest-serving player. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


After missing the first four matches of the MLS season, D.C. United's Russell Canouse seemed set to make his 2024 debut last month. A preseason ankle injury had healed, and his fitness level was returning to prime form.
But Canouse's health was far from perfect. Since being diagnosed with ulcerative colitis in 2021, he had dealt with the pain and complications of the intestinal disease.
Now, it was growing worse.
"It's never been an issue over the past three years for me to be able to perform, and then it got to a point where I was worried about it, for sure," Canouse, United's second-longest tenured player and a regular starter, said Wednesday.
His body was not absorbing nutrients, and his weight was dropping. Following guidance from his gastroenterologist and United's medical staff, Canouse underwent surgery March 22. While the team was on the way to St. Louis, the 28-year-old midfielder was at a Fairfax hospital having his colon removed.
He will undergo additional procedures in May and July. Though Canouse said he could be back in full team training by late summer or early fall, United is planning to place him on the season-ending injury list, which affords not only roster and salary cap relief for the team but time for Canouse to continue recovering.
"It goes from Russ the player to Russ the human," said Ally Mackay, United's general manager and chief soccer officer. "I don't want him thinking he has to help us this year. This is bigger than soccer. This is a father's health, a husband's health."
After Canouse recovered from the ankle ailment, the team was vague about his status, saying he was unavailable because of illness. In his first interview since the surgery, Canouse revealed why he has remained sidelined.
"Coming home from training camp [in Saudi Arabia], I had fatigue that I actually thought was jet lag," he said. "And then from there, it worsened, and I struggled with some weight loss and other issues that I had not dealt with the prior three years when I was managing it."
While his ankle improved, his general health deteriorated. He talked with his doctor about adjusting his medication and giving his body time to recover.
"The goal was to get a full week of training in before the St. Louis game," he said. "I wasn't in a good spot [with his health], but I kept declining to a point that it was concerning. It was like, 'Hey, this isn't getting better.' Nothing was really working."
Ulcerative colitis is an inflammatory bowel disease that causes inflammation and ulcers in the digestive tract. It affects the innermost lining of the large intestine (colon) and the rectum.
According to the National Institutes of Health, ulcerative colitis affects between 600,000 and 900,000 Americans and commonly develops in people age 15 to 30.
Having already discussed the possibility of surgery with his doctor, Canouse was prepared for taking a major step.
"It was a good solution in the long run with essentially eliminating my disease in terms of removing the part of my body that was causing the inflammation," he said.
After being inactive for about three weeks post-surgery, Canouse is again running, lifting weights and doing work with the ball.
"I still can get out there, be involved with the team," he said. "All of that has really been helpful in the process."
Canouse will take a two-week pause after the second surgery and a week off after the third. He said he has no doubt he will be able to resume his career.
"It's absolutely not over. If anything, I'll be in a healthier spot," he said. "Now all of a sudden, I can eat [certain] foods and my recovery levels will be better. They're already better. So while I'm disappointed about being out, I'm super excited this will be able to actually help my career in a positive fashion."
Canouse received insight and encouragement from Graeme Shinnie, captain of Scottish club Aberdeen FC. Shinnie, 32, has Crohn's disease, which is similar to ulcerative colitis. Thirteen years ago, he underwent surgery to remove part of his colon and bowel.
"I've spoken to athletes and non-athletes, and they've all had positive feedback about getting their life back," Canouse said.
Canouse signed with United midway through the 2017 season after launching his career with German club Hoffenheim. The Lancaster, Pa., native has appeared in 137 MLS regular season matches, starting 129 and posting five goals and six assists. Last year Canouse set personal records for games played (27) and starts (27). Only captain Steven Birnbaum (11th season) has served longer on this D.C. squad.
Without Canouse, Matti Peltola, 21, and Jackson Hopkins, 19, have filled in for United (2-3-4).
"When you don't really know why things aren't working, it can be a scary process, but now we've got some answers," Canouse said. "We have a good plan. I am definitely in a much better spot now than first finding out and going through that difficult time."
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When injuries ended his baseball dream, golf provided a second chance
After two major baseball injuries, Paul VI freshman Chase Keller found golf. 
By Jakob Bowen | 2024-04-25

Chase Keller has had a strong freshman season for the Paul VI golf team. (Courtesy Katie Keller)


Chase Keller tracked down a ground ball, planted his feet and zipped a throw to first. Almost immediately, he felt a pop in his right elbow.
Keller, then an eighth grader who had dreams of playing baseball long into the future, knew exactly what had happened. It was last May, just his fifth game back following surgery to repair his ulnar collateral ligament, and he feared he had torn it for a second time.
Doctors confirmed the worst. Without a second surgery to repair the ligament -- a procedure that was not recommended -- Keller would have to stop playing baseball.
So, as he prepared for his freshman year at Paul VI, Keller shifted his focus to golf. He had played a little in the past for fun, but now he saw it as a way to continue his athletic career.
Ten months later, the freshman is thriving for a Panthers team with Washington Catholic Athletic Conference championship aspirations.
"I really just fell in love with the game," he said. "It's been something that I can [play] whenever I want, enjoy, and constantly get better at."
His golf habit started as a way to spend time with his brother and connect with his family. But as his love for the game grew, he developed a competitive edge. When he beat his father at their home course for the first time, he knew he might have a chance to compete at the high school level.
"It was a bittersweet moment," Chase's father, Geoff, joked. "You're obviously proud of your son that he had gotten good at something so quickly, and the other side was 'I may never beat him again.'"
It's been full speed ahead ever since. Keller tried out for the Paul VI golf team this spring and his play immediately impressed Coach Dennis McGowan.
"The first thing I noticed about him was that he was very confident, which I love," he said. "When he hit the ball, it was straight as an arrow and he was keeping up with the older kids. I [just thought] 'Oh, this kid's a player.' I knew it from there."
With UCL injuries increasingly common in professional baseball, McGowan hopes that Keller's path to finding success on the golf course might be the start of a trend of athletes participating in sports that place less stress on the body and lead to fewer severe injuries among high schoolers.

Chase Keller has new aspirations to play college golf. (Courtesy Katie Keller)


Keller has averaged 39.8 strokes per nine holes in matches this season, good for fourth-best on the team. Helping his team to a 10-1 record so far this spring, Keller's performance has played a pivotal role putting Paul VI in position to compete for a WCAC title.
His play has not gone unnoticed among his teammates, especially the upperclassmen who hope to leave their program in good hands when they graduate.
"He gets along really well [with the other players], but he's also very competitive and I think he's doing a great job getting acclimated to the team," said Panthers senior Ryan Billak. "He knows what he needs to do to win and when he needs to show up and hit a [big] shot."
Keller says that growth in confidence has stemmed from the transition from baseball to golf, citing that difference in play style has allowed him to become a more focused athlete.
"[Playing] baseball I was a little more timid in everything I did," he said. "I definitely helps that, with golf, I have a lot more time to think about what I'm doing. In baseball everything is rushed and split-second decisions."
His dream of playing college baseball has been replaced by a new hope.
"My new goal is to make it to college golf and see where that takes me," he said. "That's a long way away, but we're going to work to it."
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George Mason unveils new logo, retires shooting star design
George Mason University's new logo creates a consistent identity for the university and its athletic programs. 
By Scott Allen | 2024-04-25

George Mason's new logo. (George Mason)


George Mason on Thursday unveiled a new streamlined logo for the university and its athletics department, replacing a pair of separate marks the Fairfax school had used for the last 20 years. The new logo features an interlocking "GM" in George Mason's traditional green and gold colors, which were voted upon by the student body in 1965.
The open ends of the letters in the new logo symbolizes the "multiple entry points and pathways to success," according to a school release. "An interior gold shape hugged by green on both sides depicts the university's signature diversity and inclusivity. The clean lines represent the university's efficiency and pragmatism."
"This new look is our reintroduction to the community, and a symbol of our commitment to the fundamentals: outstanding and rigorous academics, pragmatic career preparation and internships, flexibility and value, and an atmosphere of belonging for everyone," George Mason President Gregory Washington said in a statement.
Ologie, a Columbus, Ohio-based branding and marketing agency, provided market research, strategy and design for the project, which was supported by George Mason's Office of University Branding and is the culmination of a three-year rebrand.
At the request of Paul Allvin, George Mason's chief brand officer, Marvin Lewis, who began his tenure as George Mason's athletic director last July, provided feedback over the past year as the school moved closer to finalizing its new look. Lewis had experience with redesigns at several of his previous stops, including Brown, where he led a brand and visual identity refresh in 2022.
"This is an opportunity to truly galvanize and unify the campus community," Lewis said in a phone interview. "Instead of athletics having a separate identity, I felt like it was imperative for us to maintain the university's identity."
Indeed, the new logo, a black-and-white version of which was obtained by the student-operated Mason Cable Network earlier this week, will create a consistent look across George Mason's academic and athletic programs. In the fall of 2004, the school unveiled an 'M' logo featuring a stylized quill pen for the university and a separate logo -- a shooting star over an arced "MASON" wordmark -- for the Patriots' athletic programs.

George Mason introduced separate logos for the university and its athletic teams in 2004. (George Mason)


George Mason becomes the only Division I school to use the 'GM' monogram in its logo, which Lewis said was an important factor when it came time to choose between an interlocking 'GM' and several stand-alone 'M' options during the rebranding process.
"There are a lot of Ms out there, even locally, with the University of Maryland, Marshall, etc.," Lewis said. "We would be the only 'GM' in Division I athletics, and I felt like that truly aligned with our university's uniqueness and would set us apart as we go out in the community to recruit student-athletes."
(George Mason's brand portfolio has included an interlocking 'GM' logo in a Tuscan typeface since 2017, but the school decided to go in a different direction with its new sans serif look.)

George Mason's new logos. (George Mason)


Lewis suggested a secondary mark, perhaps related to the school's Patriot mascot, could be added in the future. In the meantime, the athletics department's shooting star logo will be discontinued from regular use, though the legacy marks will be used in special circumstances.
While dated, the shooting star logo will always occupy a special place in school history. Two years after it was introduced, George Mason's men's basketball team, led by Coach Jim Larranaga, made a memorable run to the Final Four as a No. 11 seed. Tony Skinn, who just finished his first season as the Patriots' coach, was a standout guard on that team.
"[The shooting star] is something that resonated during that period of time, but like anything else, our university is evolving, our athletic department is evolving, higher education is evolving," said Lewis, who was captain of the Georgia Tech team that finished runner-up in the 2004 NCAA tournament. "We have to evolve as well. We want to honor 2006 and the run that we went on, but also look forward and chart a new path."

Lauren Splett of the women's tennis team and Dean Johnson of the track and field team show off George Mason's new logo. (Ron Aira/George Mason University)
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Reggie Bush gets his Heisman Trophy back after it was stripped in 2010
Reggie Bush won the Heisman Trophy in 2005, but he forfeited the award after an NCAA investigation found that he and his family had received improper benefits.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-04-24

The 2005 Heisman Trophy will once again be in Reggie Bush's hands. Bush forfeited the award after an NCAA investigation found that he had received improper benefits while playing at USC. (Frank Franklin Ii/AP)


The Heisman Trust announced Wednesday it will return the Heisman Trophy to former Southern California running back Reggie Bush, who forfeited the honor after a 2010 NCAA investigation found he and his family had received hundreds of thousands of dollars in gifts from a sports agent.
Bush won the award in 2005 after rushing for 1,740 yards and averaging 8.7 yards per carry, but the NCAA vacated his college statistics from late 2004 onward as a result of its investigation. Because of that, the Heisman Trust said he was not eligible to win the 2005 award, leaving no winner that year.
Former Nebraska quarterback Eric Crouch, who won the 2001 Heisman Trophy, posted a photo of Bush receiving the trophy on X:
"We are thrilled to welcome Reggie Bush back to the Heisman family in recognition of his collegiate accomplishments," Michael Comerford, president of the Heisman Trust, said in a statement. "We considered the enormous changes in college athletics over the last several years in deciding that now is the right time to reinstate the trophy for Reggie. We are so happy to welcome him back."
In announcing the formal reinstatement of the trophy to Bush, the Heisman Trust cited "enormous changes in the college football landscape," chief among them the right of college athletes to be compensated, which was established in a 2021 Supreme Court decision.
"Recognizing that the compensation of student athletes is an accepted practice and appears here to stay, these fundamental changes in college athletics led the Trust to decide that now is the right time to return the Trophy to Bush, who unquestionably was the most outstanding college football player of 2005," the Heisman Trophy Trust said in a statement.
Bush and a sizable number of college football fans, commentators and fellow Heisman Trophy winners have waged a long campaign seeking the return of Bush's trophy, which he mailed back to the Heisman Trust in 2012 (USC returned its copy of Bush's Heisman two years earlier).
"Personally, I'm thrilled to reunite with my fellow Heisman winners and be a part of the storied legacy of the Heisman Trophy, and I'm honored to return to the Heisman family," Bush told ESPN. "I also look forward to working together with the Heisman Trust to advance the values and mission of the organization."
Bush will be eligible to attend the Heisman Trophy ceremony starting this year. USC also will get back the Heisman Trophy replica it received after Bush won the award.
Last year, Bush filed a defamation lawsuit against the NCAA for saying he took part in a "pay-for-play type arrangement" during his time at USC. The lawsuit stems from a statement made in 2021 by the NCAA in response to reporters' inquiries about whether Bush's statistics would be restored after the Supreme Court ruling that allowed college athletes to be paid. According to online court records in Indiana, where the NCAA is headquartered and the lawsuit was filed, the NCAA has filed a motion to dismiss the lawsuit, claiming its statement was not defamatory, did not mention Bush by name and merely was about "the NCAA's own views about enforcement of its own rules, none of which are or can be false."
Bush's legal team plans to fight the motion to dismiss in a hearing Monday. It also petitioned the NCAA to have Bush's USC statistics restored, a request that was denied by the NCAA in October because it "neither establishes any new information directly related to the decision nor identifies procedural error in the processing of the case that impacts the vacation-of-records penalties," the NCAA said in its response, which was obtained by The Washington Post.
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Greg Norman 'open-minded' to altering LIV's signature 54-hole format
The decision to change one of the tour's cornerstones would have to make sense financially for the Saudi-backed LIV, its CEO added.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-04-25

Greg Norman says expansion is "a great conversation to have." (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


Greg Norman, the CEO of LIV Golf, indicated he is "very open-minded" to the idea of expanding tournaments on the Saudi-backed circuit from 54 to 72 holes but said there is an "economic impact about putting television on for 72 holes."
His comment is significant because, like LIV Golf's team competition and shotgun starts, the 54-hole length of tournaments has been a defining feature, with "LIV" coming from the Roman numeral for 54. Jon Rahm, a star player whose switch to LIV in December was a jolt to the PGA Tour, said he hoped a 72-hole format might help unite the established and upstart tours.
"It's a great conversation to have," Norman said of expansion at a news conference ahead of the tour's event in Adelaide, Australia. "We will continue to have that conversation going forward. But we sit back and say: 'What value do we get on putting on television on Thursday? How do we build out in the future?'
" ... Maybe it is Thursday and you allow another 30,000 people coming in on a Thursday. There are things that we sit back and look at to see what is the most optimal solution to make this a better and better and better event, and 72 holes is discussed."
Seated with Norman at the news conference, Rahm, the 2023 Masters and 2021 U.S. Open champion, spoke of a "level of comfort" with the 72-hole format but agreed that a longer format had to make financial sense for Saudi Arabia's Public Investment Fund, with the decision coming at a business rather than athletic level.
"It could help a lot of fans' trust in LIV a little bit more because that's a lot of the complaints that I see from a lot of people," he said.
But he added, "at the end of the day, LIV is a business. If it doesn't fit the product, it doesn't fit the product. I'm just a player. There's a lot of people that are a lot smarter than me that can figure it out and explain why they believe 54 holes may be better for them."
A move to 72 holes might also lead to the Official World Golf Ranking recognizing LIV golfers. In October, its board denied LIV's application to receive the ranking points most golfers need to qualify for golf's biggest events, although it cited a variety of factors other than the length of LIV's tournaments.
Rahm, the world's No. 1 player when he competed on the PGA Tour, pointed out that global soccer works, with every league following the same rules.
"In football, European football, you have the Premier League, you have the Spanish League, you have the German League, you have Serie A, you have the Champions League, the Euro Cup, many other things," he said. "The one thing I realized is they all play under the same set of rules. While we play under most set of rules, the one key difference is 72 holes. That's one of the main reasons why I believe it could help us."
Rahm had previously opposed LIV's 54-hole, no cut format, saying in June 2022 that it "is not a golf tournament. ... It's that simple."
"I want to play against the best in the world in a format that's been going on for hundreds of years. That's what I want to see," Rahm said in June 2022. "Yeah, money is great, but when [his wife] Kelley and I ... we started talking about it, and we're like, 'Will our lifestyle change if I got $400 million?' No, it will not change one bit.
"Truth be told, I could retire right now with what I've made and live a very happy life and not play golf again," he continued. "So I've never really played the game of golf for monetary reasons. I play for the love of the game, and I want to play against the best in the world. I've always been interested in history and legacy, and right now the PGA Tour has that."
Maybe LIV Golf will, too.
As for another star PGA golfer, Norman also addressed a recent report that Rory McIlroy, an outspoken opponent of LIV Golf, would switch for $850 million. McIlroy shot down the report and Norman dismissed it Wednesday as "just typical white noise that gets out there in the industry."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-04-25
NFL
8 p.m. NFL draft, first round >>> WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2), ESPN, NFL Network
MLB
1 p.m. Boston at Cleveland >>> MLB Network
4 p.m. Los Angeles Dodgers at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
4 p.m. San Diego at Colorado >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
7 p.m. Oakland at New York Yankees >>> MLB Network
NBA PLAYOFFS, FIRST ROUND
7 p.m. Game 3: Cleveland at Orlando >>> NBA TV
7:30 p.m. Game 3: New York at Philadelphia >>> TNT
10 p.m. Game 3: Denver at Los Angeles Lakers >>> TNT
STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS, FIRST ROUND
7 p.m. Game 3: Florida at Tampa Bay >>> TBS
7:30 p.m. Game 3: Carolina at New York Islanders >>> ESPN2
GOLF
3:30 p.m. PGA Tour: Zurich Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
6:30 p.m. LPGA Tour: LA Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
11 p.m. DP World Tour: ISPS Handa Championship, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
3 p.m. English Premier League: Manchester City at Brighton>>> USA Network
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores: Fluminense at Cerro Porteno >>> BeIN Sports
8 p.m. Copa Libertadores: Millonarios at Palestino >>> BeIN Sports
10 p.m. Copa Sudamericana: Defensa y Justicia at Deportivo Independiente Medellin >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP/WTA: Madrid Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE LACROSSE, ACC TOURNAMENT QUARTERFINALS
7 p.m. Virginia at Boston College >>> ACC Network
7:30 p.m. Alabama at Mississippi >>> ESPNU
7:30 p.m. Missouri at Tennessee >>> SEC Network
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Dodgers batter Jake Irvin while Nationals' offense shows little punch
Irvin dazzled last week in Chavez Ravine, but the Dodgers were not fooled at Nationals Park.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-04-25

The Dodgers' Will Smith is safe at first after Trey Lipscomb is unable to corral a throw from Luis Garcia Jr. during the fifth inning. (Alex Brandon/AP)


For a brief moment in the second inning of Wednesday night's game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, the Washington Nationals were heeding Manager Dave Martinez's advice and poised to break the game wide open.
Before the game, Martinez had stood in the Nationals Park batting cages and told his hitters to simply relax at the plate -- work the count, wait for your pitch. In the second inning, the approach was paying off with a two-out rally against Dodgers right-hander Landon Knack. Nick Senzel hit a solo home run to center field, and another run scored after Knack hit CJ Abrams with a pitch and walked three. They got Knack to 48 pitches. Then Luis Garcia Jr. hit a hard first-pitch groundout to end the rally, leaving Washington down a run.
Martinez's counsel didn't stick. The Nationals didn't get another base runner, closing an 11-2 loss 0 for their final 22 as Los Angeles secured a series win.
"We got in swing mode," Martinez said. "We didn't work good counts. The last couple of days we struggled, period, with our offense. ... We're taking the good pitches, and it seems like we're chasing bad ones."
The Dodgers battered five Washington pitchers for 20 hits, including 12 off starter Jake Irvin, who was charged with six runs in 42/3 innings.
The offensive struggles, however, underscored the concern for Lane Thomas, whose name Martinez planned to write in Sharpie on just about all of his lineup cards coming into the season. The outfielder was placed on the 10-day injured list with a grade 2 MCL sprain in his left knee, which the Nationals called a "best-case scenario" after Thomas left Tuesday night's game following an awkward slide.
Thomas's move to the IL also clarified the team's plans for a handful of young players in the minors. With Joey Gallo moving to right field for the foreseeable future, Washington (10-13) recalled Trey Lipscomb from Class AAA Rochester and left several of its touted prospects to gain more at-bats in a less pressurized situation.
For Lipscomb, the Nationals' development plan appears clearer than ever: They want him to play everywhere. And while Martinez has several times called him a super-utility player, a spot at first base was a surprise.
After a breakout spring training, Lipscomb was expected to contend for the second base job. When Senzel broke his thumb on Opening Day, Washington put Lipscomb at third base, his position, with his performance there earning him a minor league Gold Glove last season. After just 29 games at first base in the minor leagues, he ended the night with mixed results: He handled a screaming grounder from Shohei Ohtani to end the second inning with a 3-6-3 double play but also fumbled a two-hopper from Garcia that opened the door to a two-run fifth, making the Nationals' deficit 6-2.
"The whole new position thing, it's kind of what I've been doing my whole career," Lipscomb said before attributing the mishandled play to indecision.
Lipscomb wasn't the lone young player worthy of consideration for a recall. First baseman Juan Yepez, 26, who has a .913 OPS at Rochester, was another option. And then there is outfielder James Wood, 21, one of baseball's top prospects, who has followed up a stellar spring training with a strong start -- hitting .300 with an OPS near .900. Washington so far has opted to show patience with Wood, though.
"He's doing well, don't get me wrong," Martinez said. "But we want him to get at-bats in AAA and continue to do what he's doing. We're going to see James Wood, no doubt about it. But we just want him to continue to really feel good about himself and get him going."
Knack needed just 45 pitches to get through his final four innings. Irvin needed 103 before Martinez pulled him with two outs in the fifth.
Martinez said Irvin's strike-throwing was his strength in his last start against Los Angeles, a six-inning scoreless effort last week. This time around, the Dodgers (15-11) were ready. Mookie Betts's two-run single in the second inning put the Nationals on its back foot. Gavin Lux's two-run, two-out single in the fifth put them out of it.
"I think it escaped me a couple of times today where I was trying to do too much," Irvin said. "Going out there and facing a lineup like that makes your job a heck of a lot harder when you're not getting ahead and not putting yourself in good positions to pitch in good counts."
Ohtani, a night after he took Matt Barnes's splitter 450 feet to the second deck in right field, was a few feet away from another in the ninth inning, again against Barnes. He still drove in a run with a double, his third of the night, off the wall in left-center. Freddie Freeman followed with a two-run single, the 20th hit for Los Angeles on a long night.
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Decades ago, the NFL draft dialed up its 'pizazz' on giant helmet phones
The regulation-sized, facemask-and-all helmets, complete with a corded phone embedded in the skull, helped spark the draft's transformation into pure spectacle.
By Alex Prewitt | 2024-04-25

A New England Patriots official, and a Patriots helmet phone, at the 1998 NFL draft in Madison Square Garden. (Ezra C. Shaw/Allsport) 


Jim Steeg was hired in early 1979 as the NFL's vice president of special events, a wide-ranging gig that included overseeing the physical setup of the draft. It was a pivotal moment: The following year, to revamp what had been a relatively unattended, entirely untelevised, decidedly unspecial affair, the league held its 1980 edition in a cavernous midtown Manhattan hotel ballroom that once served as an indoor swimming pool. More than 750 fans filled a wraparound balcony -- previously the pool deck -- and a new network named ESPN broadcast live from the floor below.
Thanks to those big choices, the early 1980s brought many smaller alterations to the scenery behind the action. Some were necessary upgrades, such as replacing overhead projectors with digital monitors to display the names of chosen players. Others aimed to add drama, such as the scoreboard-sized clock that counted down the seconds remaining before each pick. But the NFL's most memorable addition from this transformative era was dialed up for maybe the least serious reason of all.
"We were looking for something that added a little flavor to those handheld, low-level camera shots of [team officials] on the phone, where the only identification they had was a sign above each table," Steeg said. "It was so much better when the phone they were holding was a helmet phone."
Debuting leaguewide during the 1983 draft, these team-branded, regulation-sized, facemask-and-all helmets -- complete with a corded Princess telephone embedded in the skull -- quickly turned into familiar fixtures. They played a supporting role in a frequent sight at the annual event: a stern-faced NFL team official sitting at a ballroom table, neck cocked and ear pressed to the landline's receiver, maintaining a constant line of communication with the rest of his front office.
The helmet phones are a far cry -- a long-distance call, even -- from the marketing pomp that surrounds the NFL's modern draft festivities, which more than 54 million people watched on television and another 312,000 attended last year. Beer vendors host pop-up bars. Orthodontic companies sponsor photo booths. In 2016, a Skittles-themed replica locker room featured a life-size "hot tub" full of the hard-coated candies that fans in Chicago were encouraged to climb inside (fully clothed, presumably) to pose for pictures.
But while they may seem quaint in comparison, the helmet phones helped shape league history in greater ways than their playful nature suggests.
"I don't want to say the draft was sleepy, because it was still important to the teams' future, but it was certainly quieter in terms of public awareness," said Gene Goldberg, former special projects manager for NFL Properties, the league's licensing division. "But this gave a little pizazz to the draft in its own way. It made perfect sense, because the draft was all about the phones."
GIVEN THE RELATIVE LACK of on-site reports from its nascent years, it is hard to say for sure whether the NFL draft, which began in 1936, has always been about the phones. But landlines were rooted into the landscape by 1962, when the Baltimore Sun's Paul Menton devoted part of a dispatch from the Chicago Sheraton to describing the event's distinct soundtrack.
"On the main floor the subdued ringing of telephones went on all day and most of the night," Menton wrote. "There was hardly a table where at least one person didn't have the receiver to his ear." Two years later, a black-and-white Associated Press photo captured a similar scene: a ballroom that resembled a telemarketing center, with rotary phones perched atop each team's table and cable wires strung from the ceiling like cobwebs.

For decades, as in 1943, the NFL draft was a relatively unattended, entirely untelevised affair. (Harry L. Hall/AP) 



By 1964, telephones were an inescapable part of the draft. (John Lindsay/AP) 


The technological mise-en-scene stayed just as staid for almost the next two decades -- until NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle and ESPN head Chet Simmons collaborated to put the 1980 draft on national airwaves. "Most [team officials] would just stay on the phone the whole time, and at the beginning, they got billed for the cost of the long-distance line," Steeg said. "One of the cheaper clubs, the [St. Louis] Cardinals, decided that because the draft was on TV, they'd just call their guy whenever the picks were in. So, in the mid-'80s, we said, 'To hell with it, we'll just pay for it so it's equal.' "
By that point, all 28 NFL teams were also equal in the sense that all of their calls were made on helmet phones. The products first appeared on the floor in 1982, but only for the Bengals and 49ers, who had faced off in the most recent Super Bowl. "The teams had the option of using them or not using them," Steeg said. "We didn't know how successful they'd be. That's why we dipped our toes in the water. And then they just exploded."
The phones were the brainchild of a Bears fan named Bernie Paul, who reportedly built a prototype after watching a game and then networked his way to the NFL's attention. "The simplicity of the Princess phone buried in the top of the helmet was brilliant," Goldberg said. "Your eyes were drawn to it." Manufactured in Illinois by Paul's company, Nardi Enterprises, the phones also received ringing endorsements from football personnel thanks to one of their more functional features.
"Some guys didn't want to hold the phone to their ear the whole time, so we worked with the company to rig a way to attach a headset," Steeg said. "It became more than decorative. Guys really liked it."
So, apparently, did ESPN viewers when the helmet phones expanded to every team table at the 1983 draft. "Every time they'd leave from a commercial break, they would show the phone," Paul's son, Bernard Jr., told Yahoo in 2014. "Chris Berman even said something like, 'Please don't call us about the helmet phones. They're custom-made for the NFL.' " But it wasn't long before mounting consumer demand put an end to the phones' exclusivity.
"On the ESPN telecast of the NFL draft," the Miami Herald wrote in July 1984, "the league offered official NFL team helmet telephones for only $200 each, or $1,000 if you wanted the actual helmet phone used by your favorite team during the draft festivities. ... Within a few days, the league had sold 286 of the phones, including 13 of the $1,000 models." (Adjusted for inflation, $1,000 in 1984 equates to about $3,000 today, or roughly the cost of three iPhone 15 Pros.)
Not everyone was a fan. Cranky newspaper columnists found an easy target in the frequent commercials that hawked the phone number for fans to dial on their current phone to place an order for their new one. "The big question I had was 'Who in the world would buy such ridiculous-looking phones?' " the Austin American-Statesman wrote that year. Added the Greenville (Ohio) Daily Advocate: "I guess they were catering to the elite when they thought up that idea. I have a lot better things to do with $250 or $1,000 than to buy a phone."
For the self-dubbed Worldwide Leader in Sports -- which began paying the NFL to air the draft in 1984 after four years of rights fee-free broadcasts -- the helmet phones brought valuable attention. "I remember people making jokes, but I think they were a fun element," said Mike Soltys, who joined the network in 1980 and eventually became vice president of communications before leaving last year. "Plus, they gave people another thing ... to talk about with ESPN, and a really important thing for ESPN in the early '80s was people talking about it, because that'd lead to people giving it a chance and signing up for cable."
Against the broader backdrop of the parallel ascents of the nation's biggest sports network and its biggest sports league, Soltys emphasized, the phones barely played a bigger part than the tables, lamps or any other piece of set decor.
"Once ESPN started to do the draft and then got in enough homes, it became such a pretty big thing so quickly that I think it would've been on an upward trajectory regardless," he said. "Helmet phones or not."

Helmet phones were already ubiquitous by the 1985 draft, presided over by Commissioner Pete Rozelle. (David Pickoff/AP) 


NOT LONG BEFORE the 1991 NFL draft, as his family was planning to host a watch party at its home outside Philadelphia, Joe Valerio was approached by his older brother with a surprise gift to mark the occasion. "He said, 'I'm going to get you a helmet phone for when the call comes in,' " recalled Valerio, then a star offensive lineman for the University of Pennsylvania. "I said, 'What are you going to do, get one for each team?' He said, 'No, I'm going to get a Giants one, and you're going to get some stickers from your equipment manager!' "
And so it was that Valerio, having successfully fetched a pack of red and white Quakers decals to match the (approximately) Penn-blue helmet phone, found himself on the other end of that familiar draft-day image when he picked up the receiver and heard the voice of Chiefs offensive line coach Howard Mudd informing him that Kansas City had taken him with the 50th pick. "We hooked it up, ran a wire from the wall to a tray table in the dining room," Valerio said. "It made us feel like we were there, part of that whole draft schema."
While the helmet phones were hallmarks of the ballroom vibe to Valerio and his family, their ubiquity through the late 1980s and early 1990s came to mean something else to others. In May 1985, the San Bernardino County Sun wrote that the NFL was "shamelessly peddling" these products, which served as proof that the league "must really be in trouble at the bank." Two years later, reporting on the "at least 17 tacky times" ESPN ran commercials for "the helmet phone shtick" during its 1987 broadcast, the New York Daily News decried them as the latest example of the draft "becoming a shill-a-minute affair."
The constant draft presence helped Nardi Enterprises score contracts with the NBA, NHL, MLB and various NCAA programs to pump out more officially licensed novelties. But this golden age didn't last; Bernard Paul Jr. told Yahoo the company was reluctant to produce products overseas, and it couldn't remain competitive while manufacturing items itself. Soon the helmet phones were hung up for good, fading from the draft floor following the 2000 edition -- though not before 382 more sold via auction, per Yahoo.
Nearly a quarter-century into retirement, the phones are mostly remembered as metaphorical. "It was a humble beginning but also a symbol of what the future could bring," Goldberg said. Added Charles Taylor, a professor of marketing at Villanova University who specializes in sports advertising: "It's a quaint reminder of the evolution. Those helmet phones were a way to draw attention, but the draft has wisely evolved into this really glitzy event."
Many of the actual phones remain out there, unhooked yet intact. Several are for sale on auction sites, including the one the Giants used to relay their 1997 picks of Tiki Barber and Ike Hilliard, complete with a certificate of authenticity signed by Steeg and Paul Sr. and listed for "$4,995.95 or best offer."

Jim Steeg, the NFL's former vice president of special events, held onto several helmet phones, including this one from his alma mater, the University of Miami (Ohio). (Courtesy of Jim Steeg)


Valerio's brother still lives in the same house where the makeshift Penn phone fielded its first fateful call, but the former Chiefs lineman wasn't sure if it survived multiple rounds of spring cleaning. "I think my brother actually used it for a while," Valerio said. As a big Jets fan, meanwhile, Goldberg once kept a green-and-white version in his office as a (literal) conversation piece, but he eventually gave it away.
"Maybe it just took up too much space, or it was time to modernize," the former NFL executive said. "But I'm sure there's plenty of man caves out there that have them, and no doubt it brings back a touch of nostalgia."
As for Steeg, who left the league in 2005 and now works as a self-employed consultant, the decorative flavor of his Chapel Hill, N.C., home features not one but two: a football helmet phone from his alma mater, Miami (Ohio) University, in the bonus room, and a Red Sox batting helmet phone in his office. Technically speaking, though, Steeg couldn't place a call on either if he wanted.
"I've got the cord, all that stuff," he said, "but I don't have access to a landline hookup."
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No sweat, Adam Peters: Just start wiping away decades of losing in one draft
This is more than just a draft for Adam Peters and the rebuilt Washington Commanders front office. It's a high-stakes exam.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-04-24

Adam Peters is preparing for his first draft as the Washington Commanders' GM. (Michael Conroy/AP) 


Look at Adam Peters. Is he sweating? The 44-year-old, who spent two decades climbing toward the position of general manager of the Washington Commanders, has so far hidden any nerves. But he's about to sit down at his first game of high-stakes poker that is the NFL draft, and he wants to be judicious with the big stack of chips that could flip the fortunes of this long-downtrodden franchise.
For Washington, this is not just a draft. It's a vessel of hope after the ugly reign of Daniel Snyder, and Peters, trying to jump-start the new era, will run his own draft room for the first time under the keen watch of his bosses, who bought the team for a record $6.05 billion less than a year ago.
If Peters nails it, he'll lay the foundation for restoring this historic franchise to its former glory, and -- if you dare believe it -- acquire a precious franchise quarterback who'll finally stop the turnstile that has spun in Washington for more than two decades.
If he botches it, he could perpetuate the losing cycle that's helped erode a once-proud fan base.
"Do we look stressed?" Peters joked last week, laughing and motioning to himself and assistant GM Lance Newmark. Then he grew sober. "I mean, there is a lot of pressure, and it's [a] great responsibility, and we take this very seriously. That's why we've been working tirelessly on this and turning over every stone. We want to do this, obviously, [not only] for this organization, but for this region, for this fan base and for the coaching staff and the players on the field. ... With that comes pressure. But that's what we signed up for."
So, when the draft kicks off Thursday night, Peters must answer weighty questions: Which quarterback at No. 2? What's the best way to use the eight other picks, five of which are in the top 100? What's the right price to trade up or down? How to prioritize the team's needs while measuring the talent available?
Bill Polian, a Hall of Fame general manager and SiriusXM analyst, might find the preceding summary melodramatic. It is, after all, just one draft, and Polian believes the quarterback Washington settles on doesn't have to be "the second coming of Peyton Manning."
"He doesn't have to be an all-pro even," Polian added. "He has to be a guy who can help you win in the National Football League when surrounded by other players and a program. ... That's the charge. A home run in this pick -- that's myopic. I don't say that in a denigrating way. I recognize the role of the media. But the correct way to approach things is build the best football team you can. Execute the plan the coaches and GM have decided on. And as [Hall of Fame coach] Bill Walsh used to say, the score will take care of itself."
(Polian said he hasn't discussed the Commanders' draft plans with his son Chris, who is the director of pro personnel for the team.)
But Billy Devaney, a longtime NFL executive, knows the cost of striking out with the second pick. He was a top lieutenant for the San Diego Chargers in 1998, when they selected quarterback Ryan Leaf, and the GM of the St. Louis Rams in 2009, when they drafted left tackle Jason Smith -- like Leaf, a No. 2 overall pick.
Devaney, who believes in Peters, emphasized that it's "critical" to capitalize on the No. 2 pick and select a "difference-maker."
"If you miss on it, like we did, it's devastating," he said, adding, "Gosh almighty, it really sets you back. ... [In St. Louis], it was a major blow to our rebuilding efforts."
Rick Spielman, a longtime GM in Minnesota and now a CBS Sports analyst, said that, though the top pick is key, it'll be just as important to see how Peters handles Washington's other top-100 picks. Is he aggressive, packaging assets to trade up, or conservative, moving back to amass even more picks?
In Washington, Spielman said, executives will have to develop the cohesion and trust that allowed the Vikings' front office to work wordlessly. As Minnesota's pick approached, Spielman wrote three names on the whiteboard and, when the team was on the clock, "there was no discussion." In 2013, he was giving a news conference about the Vikings' first-round picks when the director of public relations pulled him off the stage; his lieutenants had traded back up into the first round for wide receiver Cordarrelle Patterson.
Spielman wondered about Washington's logistics: "Who's calling New York? Who's doing this? Who's fielding the trade calls? How are you going to operate? That takes time. You have to get through it the first time to figure out what you did good and what you did not so good. And then adjust it going into next year."
In San Francisco, Peters's experience with top-three picks ran the gamut. The front office whiffed by failing to pick a top quarterback in 2017, using the No. 3 pick on defensive end Solomon Thomas, and in selecting a quarterback who didn't stick in 2021, when San Francisco drafted Trey Lance No. 3 overall. But it also found a potential Hall of Famer in edge rusher Nick Bosa, the No. 2 pick in 2019.
Rebuilding took time. San Francisco went 10-22 in the first two years under Coach Kyle Shanahan. But it became a perennial contender by winning on the margins, including with late picks such as quarterback Brock Purdy (seventh round, 2022).
Washington managing partner Josh Harris would probably like to start faster than San Francisco did. At the owners meeting last month, he called the No. 2 selection "obviously a very important pick" and noted the team's treasure chest of draft capital.
"We have many picks in the top 100, and we've done it that way on purpose," he said. "It's important for us to have a very strong draft, for sure."
Many people are counting on Peters to get this right, starting with fans, ownership, players and coaches. There are front office members who want jobs and business staffers who for once want to sell a winner. Even the league office would benefit from a stronger club in the nation's capital.
In the end, no matter who else is in the room Thursday night, Peters will be the face of this draft. He'll receive more than his fair share of the credit or the opprobrium. This is, after all, the challenge he wanted.
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TikTok and the U.S. government dig in for legal war
The Biden administration has worked to distance itself from past ill-fated TikTok ban attempts. Legal scholars say its new law might be just as legally flawed. 
By Drew Harwell | 2024-04-25

President Biden speaks at the White House after signing a $95 billion foreign aid package Wednesday that also included a divest-or-ban provision for TikTok. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


A defiant TikTok is preparing to fight for its life in court after President Biden signed a law calling for its forced sale or ban in the United States, a legal battle that could reshape American speech freedoms in the internet age.
The popular video app, owned by the China-based tech giant ByteDance, fended off ban attempts by the Trump administration in 2020 and the state of Montana last year by convincing judges that the actions would violate the First Amendment rights of TikTok's 170 million U.S. users.
The new law, swiftly passed this week as part of an unrelated foreign aid package, will give the Biden administration another chance to dismantle an app it says the Chinese government can use to mass-gather Americans' data and secretly shape their beliefs. But legal experts say there's no certainty to how a new court challenge will be resolved.
Some legal scholars said the law could help the government avoid the fate of previous ban attempts because it no longer binds itself to ill-fitting case law, such as former president Donald Trump's invoking of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act in 2020, and is crafted to guard against a First Amendment challenge by making the law less about content and more in line with the government's restrictions on foreign ownership in industries such as banking and transportation.
But other experts said the law still trips over constitutional hurdles and fails to make a convincing case that the government could resolve its concerns only by forcing the sale of the app.
Susan Ariel Aaronson, a research professor at George Washington University who studies international trade and data rules, said the law also might raise questions among judges because it appears designed to penalize TikTok rather than focus on broader issues, such as data privacy and algorithmic transparency, that lawmakers have otherwise ignored.
"So if an American buys it, it's all okay?" she said. "It makes no sense whatsoever. Does the problem exist or not?"
Biden's signing of the law on Wednesday started a 270-day clock, which could extend to a full year, during which the government has ordered TikTok to be sold to a non-Chinese buyer. If ByteDance does not divest by then, the administration said it would work to block TikTok from Apple's and Google's app stores, effectively banning it nationwide as soon as January, a day before the presidential inauguration.
TikTok executives, however, have pledged to challenge the law in court and will probably push a judge to pause the law until the case is resolved, potentially tying it up for months -- particularly if any appeal makes its way to the Supreme Court.
All of the action is likely to play out past November, when the election could redraw the composition of Congress and the White House -- and possibly shift the government's appetite for a drawn-out brawl.
"Rest assured: We aren't going anywhere," TikTok chief executive Shou Zi Chew said in a TikTok video on Wednesday. "We are confident, and we will keep fighting for your rights in the courts. The facts and the Constitution are on our side, and we expect to prevail again."
Legal scholars said the new law showed that TikTok's congressional critics, with help from administration officials, worked to distance themselves from the court-rejected orders of the past. The law also gives ByteDance more time to sell than the initial House bill's provision of six months, potentially deflecting a TikTok claim that the law violates its rights of due process.
But the law could be weakened, others said, by the fact that the United States does not ban foreign ownership of U.S. media companies. The Federal Communications Commission voted in 2013 to relax its long-standing rule concerning foreign investment in radio and TV.
The arguments of TikTok's critics in Washington that the app poses a grave national security threat due to its susceptibility to Chinese espionage and propaganda also could unwind in court due to lack of evidence, some legal scholars said. The government has yet to provide evidence that the Chinese government has used the app for either purpose, and TikTok has repeatedly disputed such claims.
Trump's effort to ban the app in 2020 was overturned by federal judges who said the government had not shown sufficient proof of harm to justify violating Americans' speech freedoms. Montana's statewide TikTok ban was halted last year by a federal judge who said it carried a "pervasive undertone of anti-Chinese sentiment" and violated "the Constitution in more ways than one."
Proponents of the new law hope it will withstand First Amendment challenges by arguing that Americans' speech rights aren't curtailed just because the app has new management.
Others said any court discussion of Project Texas, the $1.5 billion proposal TikTok made to the Biden administration to respond to concerns about the security of U.S. data, could end up undercutting arguments in favor of the law. During its years of negotiations with the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States, a nine-agency group known as CFIUS, TikTok pledged to carve off the company's U.S. operations into a domestic subsidiary subject to close federal oversight and control. But the government has yet to publicly outline why the proposal was not enough.
That will probably become a factor because judges run speech-related laws through a First Amendment test that asks whether they use the "least-restrictive means" to resolve the problem. The judge who overruled Trump's 2020 ban, for instance, said it would have undercut more of Americans' speech freedoms than was necessary to address the government's concerns of a "hypothetical" threat.
"The United States has never blocked a communications platform of this size that so many Americans use, and the First Amendment and free speech are still huge hurdles for the government to overcome," said Caitlin Chin-Rothmann, a researcher at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a foreign policy think tank. "They haven't explained to the public why Project Texas or comprehensive privacy legislation were not suitable alternatives."
Sarah Bauerle Danzman, a senior fellow at the Atlantic Council who served as a CFIUS case officer for the State Department in 2019, said she believed the law offers a more airtight legal argument than the past federal and state cases. The argument from TikTok's defenders that the law does not resolve the bigger concerns of data privacy and algorithmic transparency, she said, might prove irrelevant in court, where it will be assessed on its own merits.
"Judges should not be in the business of putting forward their most elegant solution to the problem," she said. "They should be determining whether the path Congress chose is constitutional or not."
The bigger issue for the government, she said, might be what to do if it wins in court and TikTok doesn't comply. China has vowed to block any sale of its underlying algorithm using export-control rules, which could leave U.S. officials with a thorny choice: forcibly enact an unpopular ban, or back down and risk emboldening companies to believe the government is not as powerful as it claims.
"I suspect that's really where the U.S. government is spending most of its time war gaming and strategic planning," she said.
The courts have traditionally given broad leeway to the government's concerns about national security, even over First Amendment claims. But the Supreme Court also held in 1965 that Americans had a constitutional right to receive foreign propaganda -- setting a precedent that has yet to be reconsidered for the digital era.
"The First Amendment means that the government can't restrict Americans' access to ideas, information, or media from abroad without a very good reason for it -- and no such reason exists here," said Jameel Jaffer, executive director of the Knight First Amendment Institute at Columbia University.
The sponsors of the TikTok bill said the measure targets not just TikTok, but also any apps or websites "controlled by a foreign adversary," such as China or Russia, that pose a "clear national security threat." Legal experts said that broader language will strengthen the government's defense in a constitutional challenge.
But TikTok and ByteDance are named specifically in the bill text, and an earlier version of the bill posted online was titled "TIKTOK.XML" -- both of which legal scholars said they expect TikTok to raise in court.
Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) and other lawmakers argued that a law targeting TikTok could be overturned because the Constitution prohibits "bills of attainder," designed to punish a particular group or individual without a trial. The new law would also target other ByteDance apps popular in the United States, including the social network Lemon8 and video editor CapCut.
Some scholars said the government also could be tripped up by statements from members of Congress threatening to restrict TikTok due to its content.
Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.), who sponsored the TikTok bill before resigning last month to reportedly join the American defense contractor Palantir, has said TikTok is "digital fentanyl addicting our kids" and "brainwashing our youth" into supporting Hamas. Other lawmakers have said they were spurred to support the TikTok bill because they believed, without evidence, that the video app had improperly promoted pro-Palestinian videos, possibly to accomplish some Chinese political goal.
That sort of rhetoric could end up helping the company in court by supporting its claims that it had been singled out, said Jason Waite, an international trade and regulatory attorney at the law firm Alston & Bird. "TikTok will likely bring up their own words against them," Waite said. "They'll make hay of some of the rhetoric, which was very much targeting them."
A separate provision in the bill restricting data brokers from selling Americans' sensitive information to foreign buyers also could end up backfiring, Waite said, by showing that a less restrictive way exists to handle the government's TikTok concerns.
"If we can pass laws to prevent the data from leaving the United States, couldn't we just address the problem there?" he said. "If the government at this very moment is working on restricting the transfer of personal data, it begs the question about whether forcing a divestment is the least restrictive means."
Some members of Congress have noted that the government could face a tough path to convince Americans that the legal morass is worth the cost. Only 38 percent of the U.S. adults polled by Pew Research Center last fall said they supported a federal TikTok ban.
"Many Americans, particularly young Americans, are rightfully skeptical. At the end of the day, they've not seen what Congress has seen," Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Va.) said Tuesday. "What they have seen, beyond even this bill, is Congress's failure to enact meaningful consumer protections on Big Tech and may cynically view this as a diversion -- or worse, a concession to U.S. social media platforms."
But at least one prominent account has pledged to continue to use TikTok as the law winds its way through court: Biden's reelection campaign, whose videos have received more than 3 million "likes." A few hours before Biden signed the bill, the campaign posted a clip from a Biden event captioned with three smiling emoji.
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The FTC banned noncompetes. What that means for workers and companies.
Noncompete agreements affect an estimated 1 in 5 working adults, from hourly workers to CEOs.
By Taylor Telford | 2024-04-25

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


The Federal Trade Commission has banned noncompete agreements for most of the U.S. workforce, freeing an estimated 30 million people bound by contracts that limit their ability to change jobs within their industry or strike out on their own.
Labor advocates cheered Tuesday's decision as a huge victory for workers, arguing that such agreements smother competition and hinder Americans' earning powers. "The FTC's final rule to ban noncompetes will ensure Americans have the freedom to pursue a new job, start a new business, or bring a new idea to market," FTC Chair Lina M. Khan said in a statement after the panel's 3-2 vote.
But the rule change has sparked a legal showdown with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, big businesses and lobbying groups, which contend in a federal lawsuit filed Wednesday that it will limit their ability to protect trade secrets and other confidential information.
Here's what you need to know about noncompetes:
Noncompete agreements -- which restrict a worker's ability to switch employers within their industry -- have been standard practice for decades. Roughly 1 in 5 U.S. workers operate under noncompetes, the FTC estimates, from hourly workers to CEOs. These measures are particularly common in industries such as technology, sales, finance and health care, as well as hairstyling, fitness and broadcast media.
"These contracts and noncompetes were developed in the first place to prevent employees from easily switching to rival firms, or to new positions," Michelle Hay, global chief people officer at the business solutions company Sedgwick, told The Post, adding that "noncompetes have been governed on a state-by-state basis for more than 200 years."
The language in these contracts can be used to prevent an employee from going to work for a competitor, or starting a competing business, "typically within a certain geographic area and period of time after the worker's employment ends," the FTC notes.
The FTC contends that noncompete clauses ultimately decrease competition by preventing workers from pursuing opportunities within the same industry and "lower wages for both workers who are subject to them as well as workers who are not."
"Noncompete clauses also prevent new businesses from forming, stifling entrepreneurship, and prevent novel innovation which would otherwise occur when workers are able to broadly share their ideas," the regulatory agency says on its website.
Doing away with noncompetes would increase business formation across the country by 2.7 percent, or 8,500 additional businesses each year, the FTC projects. The regulator also expects that the final rule will increase earnings for the average worker by $524 per year and lower health-care costs by as much as $194 billion over the next decade.
The origins of the ban trace to 2021, when President Biden ordered the agency to curtail the use of noncompete agreements as part of an executive order meant to promote competition in the U.S. economy.
The ban, which is the latest step in a major effort by the FTC to expand the boundaries of antitrust enforcement, is set to take effect in 120 days. But it could face disruption from legal challenges, which already are underway.
The ban would void existing noncompete agreements and broadly bar them in the future, allowing workers to "pursue better opportunities, shake up the market and push megacorporations towards fair practices," said Liz Zelnick, director of the economic security and corporate power program at Accountable US, a nonpartisan government watchdog.
"Noncompete clauses force employees to endure low wages and poor working conditions," Zelnick said in comments emailed to The Washington Post.
Although they are extremely common, such agreements are "very unpopular and very difficult to deal with" for workers, according to Peter Rahbar, a New York-based employment lawyer. He noted that the rule received overwhelming support from workers and labor advocates, with roughly 25,000 of the 26,000 public comments received by the FTC coming from those in support of a ban.
In the past decade, he noted, growing attention has been paid to the noncompetes being used on low-income workers, like at sandwich maker Jimmy John's.
"They're very scary for the individual no matter how highly compensated they are," Rahbar said.
Emily Dickens, chief of staff and head of government affairs at the Society for Human Resource Management, said blanket bans on noncompete agreements "pose significant challenges for HR professionals tasked with safeguarding their employers' intellectual property and preventing unfair competition."
"We recognize and appreciate the FTC's commitment to advancing worker mobility. However, we firmly believe that this objective can be achieved without disregarding employers' rights to protect their investments in training and intellectual property," Dickens said Tuesday in a statement.
The biggest employers will be the most affected, "but even they've been bracing for this reality for a long time," said Chambord Benton-Hayes, an employment lawyer based in Oakland, Calif.
While some companies have concerns that a noncompete ban would make their trade secrets and other proprietary information vulnerable to exposure, most of them "also have nondisclosure agreements and confidentiality clauses, which should give them all the protection they need on that front," Benton-Hayes said in comments emailed to The Post.
The ban would give employers incentive to "expand the development and training offered to employees, to provide more comprehensive benefits packages, and to create a workplace environment that promotes long-term employment with a company," Hay said. "In addition, employers will have to be more creative with compensation for retention purposes."
The rule change is already facing pushback, which could halt its implementation. On Wednesday, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and other business groups sued the FTC in federal court in the Eastern District of Texas. They are asking the court to issue an injunction to prevent the rule from taking effect, arguing that the FTC's decision "breaks with centuries of state and federal law and rests on novel claims of authority by the Commission," according to the lawsuit.
Whether the FTC has the authority to make this rule "is going to be the central point of challenge," according to Rahbar. That lawsuit and future challenges will probably hinge on whether the agency can legally force such a broad change on an issue Congress did not direct the regulator to take up, he said.
"Over the past few years, there have been significant challenges to administrative agencies and the scope of their powers to make rules and regulations in areas where Congress hasn't instructed them to do so," Rahbar said. "Traditionally, there's been a lot of deference to agency rulemaking authority."
Gregory Brown, a commercial litigation lawyer with Hill Ward Henderson, said the rule creates a landscape of uncertainty for employers and employees, given how broad the language is and how the FTC is exercising its power.
"There will be direct challenges to this rule, constitutional challenges and some challenges about the FTC's authority," Brown said. "I think chaos ensues from here."
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Trump got one thing right: Banning TikTok would help Meta (and Google)
Meta and Google stand ready to reap a TikTok ban's rewards.
By Will Oremus | 2024-04-24

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, right, and Google chief executive Sundar Pichai on Capitol Hill in September. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


This article is a preview of The Technology 202 newsletter. Sign up here to get it in your inbox every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Former president Donald Trump is perhaps not the most credible critic of a potential TikTok ban, given that he tried to ban the app himself while in office before coming out against the bill that President Biden signed into law today. But amid a barrage of conspiratorial nonsense, unproven claims and insults as he criticizes the measure, Trump has hit on a kernel of truth: The most immediate winner from a ban would most likely be Mark Zuckerberg's Meta.
The prospect of a TikTok ban has loomed for years, but it's closer to reality than ever now that Biden has signed a bill giving its Chinese parent company, ByteDance, nine months to sell the app or see it banned in the United States. It's still not a sure thing, as China has signaled it will block a sale, and TikTok has vowed to challenge the law in court.
While the bill's stated aim is to protect Americans from Chinese spying and influence via the popular social media app, it's true that there's another group that stands to benefit: the U.S. tech companies that have been struggling to compete with TikTok. Those include Meta, Google and, to a lesser extent, Snap and Amazon.
For Meta in particular, the bill could accomplish what Mark Zuckerberg and his company for years have been unable to do: neutralize the biggest and most stubborn competitor they've ever faced.
Since it toppled Myspace 15 years ago, Meta -- formerly Facebook -- has solidified its hold on social media through a playbook that includes shrewd acquisitions, copycat products and strategic pivots. It bought Instagram and WhatsApp, neutralized Snapchat by copying its signature Stories feature and recently took on X by launching Threads.
But the playbook didn't work against TikTok. Facebook reportedly tried to buy its predecessor, the Chinese lip-syncing app Musical.ly, in 2016, but ByteDance ended up acquiring it instead. So in 2020, Facebook launched Reels, a short-video app with a format and content nearly identical to TikTok's. Though Reels has grown steadily, thanks in part to its aggressive integration with Instagram, TikTok has maintained its hold on teens while making inroads with adults.
In 2022, after Meta's flagship Facebook app lost users for the first time, the company overhauled it to be more like TikTok.
Struggling to fend off TikTok in the marketplace, Facebook tried another tack: demonizing it.
Zuckerberg took aim at TikTok in a 2019 speech at Georgetown University. "While our services, like WhatsApp, are used by protesters and activists everywhere due to strong encryption and privacy protections, on TikTok, the Chinese app growing quickly around the world, mentions of these protests are censored, even in the U.S.," he said. "Is that the internet we want?"
In 2022, The Washington Post reported that Facebook had been quietly paying a major Republican consulting firm, Targeted Victory, to push local news stories and op-eds that painted TikTok as a danger to kids and society. Those included stories about dangerous viral TikTok trends, many of which turned out to be overblown or to have also spread on Facebook. Still, the narratives caught on with lawmakers, who raised them in congressional hearings.
And last year, when the Federal Trade Commission announced plans to bar Meta from monetizing the personal data of minors, the company blasted the agency for "allowing Chinese companies, like TikTok, to operate without constraint on American soil."
To be fair, there may be valid concerns about TikTok, many of which The Post has reported on over the years. Still, Meta's scare tactics against a rival were out of the ordinary in Silicon Valley, where companies usually try to crush each other in business rather than in politics.
Whether those tactics played a role in building support for a ban is unclear. The company has not taken a public stance on the bill that passed Tuesday night, and Meta spokesman Andy Stone said on Tuesday that the company did not lobby on the bill.
But Meta stands ready to reap the rewards if TikTok disappears. And it won't be the only beneficiary.
Months after Meta launched Reels, Google's YouTube debuted its own short-form video feature, YouTube Shorts. While Google has not gone after TikTok the way Meta has, neither has it stood up for the company. And it stands to gain nearly as much as Meta if TikTok is taken out of commission.
The industry analyst eMarketer predicts that Meta could capture an estimated 22.5 to 27.5 percent of TikTok's U.S. ad revenue, bolstering the company's bottom line by more than $2 billion in 2025. It envisions Google capturing more like 15 to 20 percent.
"Instagram Reels and YouTube Shorts is where most TikTok users would migrate to," said Jasmine Enberg, eMarketer's principal social media analyst. While neither is a perfect replacement for TikTok, "they're the most natural fit" for both users and advertisers seeking an alternative for short videos.
That's what happened when India banned TikTok.
"When TikTok was banned in India, creators moved to Instagram Reels and YouTube Shorts," said Bhaskar Chakravorti, dean of Global Business at Tufts University's Fletcher School. "Of course, they had to rebuild their audiences and some of the appealing features of TikTok were lost, but life moved on. Meta and Google were the beneficiaries -- their products served as good-enough alternatives. You can expect the same in the U.S., until a clever disruptive entrant emerges."
Enberg of eMarketer said a few other U.S. tech firms could also see gains. While Snapchat's short-video feature, Spotlight, hasn't taken off, it's a leading competitor for teens' attention. And Amazon might "breathe a sigh of relief should TikTok Shop disappear," she added, as the e-commerce giant has struggled to respond to the trend of "serendipitous, social shopping."
There could also be implications for online search and the businesses that rely on it for advertising, noted Damian Rollison, director of market insights for the marketing platform SOCi. He said the company's analysis finds that TikTok and Instagram have recently surpassed Google as the go-to sites for young people searching for businesses online.
After years of congressional grillings and grandstanding aimed at tech giants, it's striking that the U.S. government's first major legislative crackdown on social media is essentially a gift to domestic Big Tech.
Ironically, the move comes at the same time that the Biden administration is suing Meta, Google, Amazon and Apple for monopolization of their respective markets. Meta in particular has defended itself by pointing out the competition it faces from TikTok.
Evan Greer, director of the nonprofit Fight for the Future, argues that Congress's efforts would have been better directed toward privacy and antitrust laws rather than a bill that targets a single company.
"Banning TikTok without passing real tech regulation will just further entrench monopolies like Meta and Google, without doing anything to protect Americans from data harvesting or government propaganda," Greer said.
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Biden signs bill that could ban TikTok, a strike years in the making
Lawmakers sped a possible TikTok ban through Congress by tying it to a sprawling funding package offering aid to Israel, Ukraine and Taiwan. 
By Cristiano Lima-Strong | 2024-04-24

Sens. Mark R. Warner (D-Va.) and Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) attend a Senate Intelligence Committee hearing concerning worldwide threats, including TikTok, in March 2023. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)


President Biden announced Wednesday he has signed legislation to ban or force a sale of TikTok, just hours after Congress dealt the video-sharing platform's Chinese ownership a historic rebuke following years of failed attempts to tackle the app's alleged national security risks.
The Senate approved the measure 79 to 18 late Tuesday as part of a sprawling package offering aid to Israel, Ukraine and Taiwan, with the House having passed it Saturday. Biden confirmed that he signed the bill into law during a White House address on Wednesday, though he did not directly address the language targeting TikTok.
The provision now gives TikTok's parent company, ByteDance, roughly nine months to sell the wildly popular app or face a national ban, a deadline the president could extend by 90 days.

The Senate passed a $95 billion foreign aid package April 23 that includes aid to Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and a measure that could ban TikTok in the country.


The measure -- which has broad bipartisan support -- poses the most significant threat yet to the app's operations in the United States, where it has more than 170 million users and has become an economic and cultural powerhouse. Lawmakers pushing for the restriction have cited concerns that the company's ownership structure could allow the Chinese government to gain access to Americans' data, claims that TikTok disputes.
As long expected, TikTok announced Wednesday that it plans to challenge the law in court, setting up a high-stakes and potentially lengthy legal battle that will test the company's argument that the proposal would violate the free speech rights of millions. "We believe the facts and the law are clearly on our side, and we will ultimately prevail," a company spokesperson said in a statement. TikTok CEO Show Zi Chew struck a defiant tone in a video posted online Wednesday, saying, "Rest assured, we aren't going anywhere."
But its frenzied efforts to derail the proposal -- including nudging users to register complaints with their congressional representatives and running ads touting TikTok's data security efforts just days out from a final vote -- have failed to dissuade lawmakers.
For half a decade, U.S. lawmakers have scrutinized the relationship between TikTok and Beijing-based ByteDance over concerns it could leave American user data vulnerable to surveillance by the Chinese government. In response, TikTok has proposed a plan dubbed Project Texas to safeguard U.S. data that would include storing that information with American tech giant Oracle. As negotiations between TikTok and the federal government languished, however, lawmakers reinvigorated legislation granting the executive branch power to restrict the platform.
"It's been a long and winding road," Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Va.), one of the legislation's biggest proponents in the chamber, told The Washington Post on Tuesday.

A bill that would force TikTok to find a new owner or be effectively banned in the U.S. heads to President Biden's desk as part of a larger foreign aid package.


Those efforts escalated last month after a bipartisan group of House lawmakers unveiled and quickly passed a stand-alone version of the TikTok divest-or-ban legislation, which gave ByteDance a shorter window to sell the platform.
Although the push appeared to spring up in a matter of days, members of Congress and Biden administration officials had been working for months to develop the latest bill and expand its support base, according to interviews with key lawmakers and half a dozen senior Capitol Hill aides, the latter of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private negotiations.
In March 2023, lawmakers on the House Energy and Commerce Committee hauled in TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew to testify about the company's ties to China, a heated session in which lawmakers across the political spectrum dismissed the company's assurances it would wall off Americans' user data from China and take steps to prevent any foreign influence on the platform. Chew's contentious appearance put a fresh spotlight on several proposals aimed at splintering TikTok from ByteDance.
But after even some of the most broadly supported bills faced blowback from some Democrats and Republicans, lawmakers on the House's select committee on China went "back to the drawing board" last year to hash out a potential compromise, said Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), one of the lead sponsors of the TikTok legislation that is now law.
Krishnamoorthi, the China select committee's top Democrat, and Chairman Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.) spent months developing a framework with leaders of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, narrowing the scope of the bill to address concerns that prior iterations gave the government too much discretion over which apps to restrict or ban, according to two senior House Republican aides. House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-La.) played a key role in convening members from various committees that had taken aim at TikTok to build support for it behind the scenes, one of the aides said. Gallagher and Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), who chairs the House Energy and Commerce Committee, were not available for interviews Tuesday.

TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew attends a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in January. (Haiyun Jiang for The Washington Post)


Months before the bill was introduced, the lawmakers brought administration officials into the negotiations, several of the aides said, with the Justice Department offering critical input on how lawmakers could head off legal challenges from TikTok with tweaks to the bill, one of the senior Republican House aides said.
"We said we need to bring the White House and the Justice Department into the planning early so that we can understand the technical challenges associated with drawing up legislation," Krishnamoorthi said.
House lawmakers garnered support for the bill, in part, by pairing it with legislation to prohibit foreign adversaries from buying Americans' personal information from data brokers, an issue that has publicly flown under the radar but long prompted privacy concerns among key legislators, according to two senior House Democratic aides. That proposal, led by Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (D-N.J.), was tucked into the foreign aid package alongside the TikTok bill. The data broker provision represents one of the most notable pieces of privacy legislation passed in years by Congress, where lawmakers have failed to set nationwide rules.
Because of that legwork, House lawmakers were able to swiftly advance the legislation through committee and pass it on the floor in just over a week after introducing it last month, several aides said.
"The fire looked like it had been put out, but the embers were still just exceptionally hot," said Brendan Carr, a Republican at the Federal Communications Commission who has been a vocal TikTok critic and has closely allied with lawmakers targeting the company.
After the House cleared the stand-alone bill, many senators initially expressed reservation about following suit in rapid succession. That included Senate Commerce Committee Chairwoman Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), who floated holding hearings on the topic before taking action.
But after congressional leaders updated the bill to give ByteDance more time to divest from TikTok, support grew in the Senate. Cantwell, one of several Democrats who publicly raised the issue, said during a floor speech Tuesday that the new time frame would give ByteDance "ample time to allow potential investors to come forward" with a bid to buy the app. Sen. Ted Cruz (Tex.), Cantwell's Republican counterpart on the Commerce Committee, on Tuesday called the TikTok provision "incredibly important for our national security."
Even so, a collection of liberal Democrats and libertarian Republicans in both chambers have continued to oppose the legislation over concerns that it gives the federal government too much power to restrict businesses or that it curtails speech online, including Sens. Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) and Rand Paul (R-Ky.).
Markey spoke "in defense of TikTok's users" on the Senate floor Tuesday, warning that the bill would "likely result in the blocking of the most popular application among young people in this country." Markey argued that the chances of the company divesting from ByteDance in a year were "very small."
Paul, who has blocked some past efforts to target the app, wrote in an op-ed last week that the bill "would violate the First Amendment rights" of TikTok users and "give the government the power to force the sale of other companies."
Ultimately, lawmakers were able to sidestep a potentially lengthy and contentious debate in the Senate by tying the legislation to passing foreign aid, a cause that already had significant bipartisan backing.
"If you'd asked me six months ago, three months ago whether I could have predicted this would've been the path, I could have never," Warner said. "Sometimes the sausage-making actually works."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/04/23/tiktok-ban-senate-vote-sale-biden/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Everything TikTok users need to know about a possible ban in the U.S.
What every TikTok user needs to know about a new potential ban of the viral-video app, including when it could disappear and how to save your data.
By Shira Ovide, Tatum Hunter, Heather Kelly | 2024-04-25

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; iStock)


American officials have been warning for years about the risks of TikTok, but it has been mostly talk and little action.
This week, though, a new law gave the U.S. government the authority to try to ban one of the most popular apps in the country. (The key word is "try.")
Is this it for TikTok and those of you who use the social app? Should you delete it and walk away from your communities or livelihood on TikTok? Read on.

On April 24, President Biden signed into a law a bill that is threatening to ban TikTok in the U.S.


Not yet.
Congress passed legislation on Tuesday that is an ultimatum to TikTok's parent company, the Chinese technology giant ByteDance: Sell to a company that isn't Chinese within about a year or face a ban on the app in the United States.
President Biden signed the bill into law on Wednesday. Even so, TikTok is likely to challenge the new law in court.
Legal experts have said a potential ban as it is written may violate Americans' First Amendment rights by outlawing an app they use for free expression. The legal experts also cautioned that the government may be overstepping the Constitution by targeting a single company it dislikes. Previous attempts to ban Chinese apps including TikTok have stalled in court.
Any ban on TikTok in the United States, then, would not happen for many months. But this is the closest the United States has come to kicking out an app used by an estimated 170 million Americans.
The latest version of the legislation gives TikTok 270 days -- about nine months -- to sell to another company, with provisions for a 90-day extension if "significant progress" is being made to sell TikTok. During that time, the app would probably continue to operate as normal in the United States.
The 270-day timeline means TikTok would keep working well past the November presidential election. The timeline in the original House bill was only 180 days, which could have shut down the app a month ahead of the election.
Lawsuits could extend the proposed timeline or dump a ban entirely. Or TikTok could sell the app instead but ...

A bill that would force TikTok to find a new owner or be effectively banned in the U.S. heads to President Biden's desk as part of a larger foreign aid package.


The odds may not be great.
China's government has previously said it would strongly oppose a forced sale of the app.
And a purchase of TikTok would probably cost tens of billions of dollars. Few people or companies have that kind of money -- and companies that do, such as Meta or Google, probably won't try to buy TikTok because antitrust regulators are unlikely to allow it.
The likeliest outcome, then, may be an attempted government ban of TikTok, and almost certainly courts will have to decide whether a ban violates Americans' constitutional rights.
Many U.S. government officials worry that China's government can force TikTok to hand over data from Americans' smartphones or manipulate the videos people see on TikTok toward the preferences of the Chinese Communist Party.
Those concerns are largely hypothetical. U.S. officials have not made public evidence that TikTok has been systematically manipulated by China's government.
But those officials say the only surefire way to remove the national security risk is to force ByteDance to sell the U.S. version of TikTok to a non-Chinese owner or kick the app out of the United States entirely.
The officials who worry about TikTok also say it is a unique risk to U.S. national security. The app is used by roughly half of Americans, and it functions like a TikTok-programmed nationwide TV channel that could influence Americans' views about elections or the Israel-Gaza war.
Legislators have also grilled TikTok's CEO and other executives over the spread of child sexual abuse material through their apps and the potential harm to children's mental health from social media use. Those concerns are not specific to TikTok.
For now, your experience should remain the same on the app, but you can start planning for a potential shutdown. See whether your favorite creators also post on other apps and follow them there, too.
If you post to TikTok, make sure your videos are backed up by going to your profile - Settings and privacy - Account - Download your data.
TikTok clones are everywhere.
YouTube has YouTube Shorts, and Instagram's Reels also are a constant feed of short vertical videos tailored to your tastes. Snapchat has Spotlight, in the same vein.
If TikTok is actually removed from app stores in the United States, we'll probably see more companies trying to come up with alternatives. That's what happened after Elon Musk bought Twitter.
If TikTok goes away, some individual creators and small-business owners will face a threat to their livelihoods, they have said -- more than 7 million U.S. businesses sell products on TikTok, according to the company.
TikTok did not immediately respond to questions about creators' businesses in the wake of a ban, including how long paid ads would continue to run and what would happen to CapCut, the ByteDance-owned video-editing app. There is currently no way for creators to port their followers to another app.
As for the concerns being voiced by lawmakers, you should decide for yourself on your personal risk tolerance when it comes to TikTok.
If you're uneasy about watching or posting on TikTok, the safest step is not to download or use the app at all. Even if you like using TikTok, or your child does, it's worth considering changes to keep your information more private from the company and other people on the app.
Don't share your contacts with TikTok: The app will repeatedly ask for permission to access the contacts on your phone or link to your Facebook account. That data can reveal more than you expect about you or your friends. Read more here on how to check your current TikTok settings or change them.
Set up a new and more anonymous TikTok account. Create an email address that you only use for your TikTok account.
Block TikTok from collecting information on what you do outside of its app. On iPhones and Android devices, say no when the app asks for permission to track you -- or, even better, adjust the setting so no apps can do so.
Watch TikTok videos on a web browser instead of in the app. You won't get a personalized feed of videos or be able to follow specific accounts, but you can just watch individual TikTok videos on the web without downloading the app at all.
For parents, TikTok has a feature to link their accounts with a teen's. You can control settings including daily time limits for the app and who can comment on your teen's videos.
Read more in our guide to TikTok settings to change now. And read our parents' manual for your kid and social media.
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Police arrest 108 at Emerson College protest as antiwar rallies spread
Pro-Palestinian protests spread at colleges across the country, with dozens of arrests at the University of Southern California and the University of Texas at Austin.
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Jennifer Hassan, Justine McDaniel, Emily Davies | 2024-04-25

Police officers arrest a demonstrator during a pro-Palestinian protest against the war in Gaza at Emory University in Atlanta on Thursday. (Elijah Nouvelage/AFP/Getty Images)


BOSTON -- Pro-Palestinian student activists continued protests at colleges across the country, as demonstrations spread to more campuses Thursday and students from California to Georgia, Boston to Florida, redoubled efforts to draw attention to the war in Gaza.
Police continued to confront protesters on some campuses, and more demonstrators had been arrested at Emerson College, the University of Southern California and the University of Texas at Austin. At campuses across the nation, students who want their schools to cut ties with corporations doing business with Israel were organizing encampments, chanting, and holding demonstrations.
In Atlanta, police officers disrupted an encampment at Emory University on Thursday morning, confronting protesters as they attempted to clear the area. An officer deployed a stun gun at a protester who was being restrained, according to social media video examined by the Washington Post.
The campus newspaper said officers used gas and arrested protesters, while social media videos appeared to show officers pinning someone to the ground as people screamed. The Washington Post could not immediately verify the student newspaper's reporting.
Atlanta Police Department Spokesman Anthony W. Grant said the department was "providing support and assistance" at the request of the university police, directing questions to the university. University spokeswoman Laura Diamond alleged the several dozen protesters were not students and had "trespassed" onto the campus. She said the Emory Police Department had "ordered the group to leave." Neither Grant nor Diamond responded to questions about tactics used by the police. The Emory Police Department did not immediately respond to a request from The Post.
The demonstrators were aligned with a local movement opposing a police training center the city is building on forest land, nicknamed "Cop City" by activists. Organizers had urged non-students to show up Thursday morning; tensions in Atlanta over Cop City have been high for more than a year.
In Boston, police moved to break up a protest led by Emerson College students outside the State Transportation Building early Thursday, moving in on students who formed a human wall and raised umbrellas, according to video footage from the scene.

Police move in to arrest pro-Palestinian supporters who were blocking the road after the Emerson College Palestinian protest camp was cleared by police in Boston on Thursday. (Joseph Prezioso/AFP/Getty Images)


A total of 108 arrests were made, and four officers were injured, Sgt. Detective John Boyle of the Boston Police Department said in an email. He said there were no reports of injuries among the protesters in custody.
Some students told The Post by email that there had been injuries among demonstrators. The activist group Emerson Students for Justice in Palestine accused police of "slamming" protesters to the ground, and it called on Boston Mayor Michelle Wu to do more to protect "her constituents of color."
Other footage from the scene showed onlookers shouting as police removed students or pushed them to the ground, a sea of tents behind them. The college did not immediately respond to requests for comment early Thursday.
Students at nearby Northeastern University expanded an encampment Thursday afternoon, as police on bikes partially surrounded them. August Escandon, a fifth-year student, said his friends were pushed by officers Wednesday, which inspired him to show up to the demonstration Thursday.
"We feel very heavily policed," he told The Post. "The Boston police is being used as a tool to clamp down on social progress."

Police move in on pro-Palestinian protesters at Emerson College attempting to form a human wall outside the State Transportation Building in Boston.


His friend Diego Norat added that he believed the decisions by some schools to bring in police to curtail protests is emboldening other schools, like Northeastern, to increase their police presence.
"I think ... the administration now feels they have precedent established by Columbia, Emerson, other universities that have agreed to let police departments ... repress students and disperse their own protests," Norat said.
At the same time, Escandon said he had found the demonstration by his peers encouraging: "It's incredibly inspiring. It really gives me hope."
Pro-Palestinian protests have rocked dozens of universities, including Columbia, New York University and California State Polytechnic at Humboldt. University officials have aggressively cracked down on campus demonstrations against the Israel-Gaza war, leading to arrests and tense standoffs with authorities.
Since the war began, at least 34,305 people have been killed and 77,293 injured in Gaza, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in the Oct. 7 by Hamas.
Meanwhile, more than a dozen student activists began setting up an encampment at Northwestern University early Thursday, more than 60 students began a sit-in at Princeton University, students at the University of Delaware who held a die-in Wednesday continued their protests into a second day and an encampment entered its second day at Harvard Yard, according to campus newspapers.
About 30 tents filled one corner of George Washington University's central lawn Thursday morning, as the pro-Palestinian protests and encampments sweeping college campuses across the country started to grow in D.C.
New skirmishes broke out Wednesday at the University of Texas at Austin, where state troopers clad in riot gear took at least 34 protesters into custody at the direction of Gov. Greg Abbott (R), according to state law enforcement officials, after hundreds of students walked out of class to demand that the school divest itself from companies that do business with Israel.

Students protest as LAPD officers detain individuals from the student encampment that was built in support of Palestinians at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles on Wednesday. (Zaydee Sanchez/Reuters)


At the University of Southern California, officers struggled with protesters while seeking to break up a demonstration. Los Angeles police said Wednesday night that 93 people were arrested, with no reports of injuries, and that the protesters later dispersed.
The USC main campus remains closed until further notice, the university said. The move comes after Columbia announced that it would require many classes at its main campus to be hybrid where possible for the rest of the semester. Cal Poly Humboldt said it has closed its campus through the weekend due to the protests and said work would continue to be remote.
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Why students are protesting at Columbia, other colleges over Israel-Gaza war
Students were arrested during pro-Palestinian protests at Columbia, Yale and NYU, while encampments were launched at schools including MIT. Here's what to know.
By Susan Svrluga, Danielle Douglas-Gabriel | 2024-04-25

New York University students set up a "liberated zone" tent encampment at the NYU Stern School of Business on Monday. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


Protests over the Israel-Gaza war have been spreading and intensifying at college campuses across the country over the past week. Students have been arrested at several schools, including the University of Southern California, Emerson College, Yale and Columbia University, during pro-Palestinian protests, and a growing number of encampments have been launched at campuses across the country.
The demonstrations have put more pressure on university leaders -- from lawmakers, faculty, alumni and families concerned about antisemitism on campus, and from those who say some institutions have been too aggressive and are shutting down students' rights to free expression.
Activists have been supporting Palestinian rights for decades, but the Hamas attack of Oct. 7 and the Israel-Gaza war brought renewed urgency to the issue for many students. Over the past six months, student protests have intensified at various points, often flaring up after news from Gaza, such as Israel's recent assault on a hospital.
In the wake of the Oct. 7 attack and the ensuing war, students have largely demonstrated in a show of solidarity with Palestinians displaced or killed in the conflict. Protesters, especially at wealthy schools such as Yale and Columbia, have also demanded that their university endowments divest from military weapons manufacturers and defense contractors with ties to Israel, as a show of support for Palestinians.
Protests have occurred at public and private colleges and universities across the country in recent months, with demonstrations breaking out at dozens of institutions in recent days.
While students have engaged in protests since the fall, tensions have flared in the past week as some students have occupied campus grounds and offices. Columbia students erected tents on April 17, just as the university president, Nemat "Minouche" Shafik, was testifying at a congressional hearing about Columbia's handling of alleged antisemitism in the wake of the war.
The next day, Shafik called the New York Police Department to break up the encampment, leading to the arrests of more than 100 pro-Palestinian student protesters. Shafik said she "took this extraordinary step because these are extraordinary circumstances." Within days, "Gaza solidarity encampments" sprang up on campuses in California, New York, Massachusetts and Michigan.
On Monday, police arrested 47 Yale students who had occupied campus grounds over the weekend, demanding that the Ivy League school divest from military arms makers. The students were released the same day. In another demonstration Monday evening, NYPD officers arrested students and faculty at New York University after school administrators requested their assistance in breaking up an encampment on school grounds.
Arrests have continued in the past two days, including more than 100 at Emerson College in Boston, more than 30 at the University of Texas at Austin and more than 90 at the University of Southern California. Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R), who directed state troopers to take protesters into custody at UT-Austin, said also on social media that "students joining in hate-filled, antisemitic protests at any public college or university in Texas should be expelled."
With the academic year ending in the coming weeks, the protests are likely to simmer down. Still, college administrators could face more scrutiny beyond their campuses. Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) said he wants President Biden to deploy the National Guard to protect Jewish students amid what he calls pro-Hamas campus protests. In a recent Passover greeting, the president condemned recent acts of "harassment and calls for violence against Jews." He said, "This blatant Antisemitism is reprehensible and dangerous -- and it has absolutely no place on college campuses, or anywhere in our country."
Rep. Elise Stefanik and the rest of the House Republican delegation from New York sent a letter urging Shafik to resign over what they called her failure to "ensure students have a safe learning environment."
The ongoing demonstrations also have some bracing for possible disruptions at upcoming commencement ceremonies.
Ellen Francis contributed to this report.
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Black college president says it's time to fix Black-Jewish relations 
The president of Dillard University, a historically Black college, has relaunched its National Center for Black-Jewish Relations. But the plan has become entangled by the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel.
By Emmanuel Felton | 2024-04-25

Rochelle Ford, president of Dillard University in New Orleans, has found herself in the middle of America's intense national debate on U.S. support for Israel. (Kathleen Flynn for the Washington Post)


NEW ORLEANS -- After two Black celebrities were accused of antisemitism in late 2022, the new president of Dillard University, a historically Black college, worried the relationship between Black and Jewish Americans was being tested.
Dillard had once run a national center that promoted research on the historical alliance between these two communities, Rochelle Ford had learned. That center was needed again, she decided, launching a fundraising campaign for its $200,000-a-year budget among religious groups and academic leaders.
Ford's work had just begun when it become entangled by the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel, the Israeli response and the subsequent fallout between many in the Jewish community and Black-led organizations such as the African Methodist Episcopal Church and the Movement for Black Lives, which have been critical of the Israeli government.
The relaunch of the once lauded center -- and her subsequent speech at a rally for Israel -- ushered Ford, 52, into a tense national debate on U.S. support for Israel that has rocked college campuses across the country, upset some Dillard students and alumni and raised larger questions about the alliance between the Black community and Jewish Americans.
At Dillard, meanwhile, some students and alumni complained that the administration appeared to be putting the desires of potential donors ahead of their concerns for the Palestinian people.
"All the alumni I was talking to were trying to figure out what's going on. Is the president trying to get a big donation?," said Leslie Grover, a 1998 graduate who remembers the center from her time on campus. Many in the Black community see a parallel between the historical mistreatment of Black Americans and the plight of Muslims in Israel and Palestine, she said.

Rochelle Ford, president of Dillard University in New Orleans, walks to her office at the university. (Kathleen Flynn for the Washington Post)


Recent polling has shown that Black Americans are less likely to be supportive of Israel's treatment of Palestinians than White Americans. While 38 percent of White Americans side mostly or entirely with Israel in the war in Gaza, just 13 percent of Black Americans do, according to a recent Pew Research Center poll.
During the civil rights movement, the majority of Black Americans were pro-Israel and saw their interests as aligned because "if we can have Jewish nationalism that legitimizes Black nationalism," Adam S. Meyer, associate professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt University, said. Jewish leaders were often at the front lines of the movement, including Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner, two Jewish men murdered by the Ku Klux Klan in 1964 after they helped register Black voters in Mississippi.
Indeed, Dillard itself has had a long relationship with the local Jewish community. When the university was founded in 1930, much of the money to open the school came from local Jewish supporters.
But more recently Black Lives Matters supporters and Palestinian activists have formed an alliance, launched amid the protests in Ferguson, Mo., after the 2014 police killing of Michael Brown.
Myers said those views hardened as Israel began to be viewed more as an occupying force in Gaza and Black sympathies shifted to Palestinians. "I think that's still where that is today," he said.
Those sentiments have riled many in the Jewish community, including Julianna Margulies, the actress known for 'The Good Wife,' who voiced frustration that more Black Americans weren't supporting Israel.
"The fact that the entire Black community isn't standing with us, to me, says either they just don't know, or they've been brainwashed to hate Jews," she said the Back Room with Andy Ostroy podcast.
Margulies later apologized, but her statement underlined the delicate nature of the relationship between the Black and Jewish communities.
"Blacks and Jews have been more reliable allies for each other than Blacks and any other White group," said Samuel Freedman, whose recent book "Into the Bright Sunshine" traced the origins of the alliance. "And I think it's partly because they've been such strong allies that there's an unrealistic expectation that they'll be in sync all the time."
Ford, who was named Dillard president in 2022, was still getting to know the school's history when she was thrust into the national debate. She had been recruited from Elon University, a small predominantly White private college in North Carolina, to take over leadership of the college just two miles from New Orleans' famous French Quarter.
Ford was facing a big challenge. Hurricane Katrina had devastated the 55-acre, oak-tree filled Dillard campus and drove the university, which has about 1,200 students, to the brink of financial collapse. The campus has been rebuilt but the budget remains tight. There are still no degree programs in history or mathematics.
That meant Ford would need outside donors to help relaunch of the university's National Center for Black-Jewish Relations.

Rochelle Ford, president of Dillard University in New Orleans, works in her office. (Kathleen Flynn for the Washington Post)


Dillard's original center was founded in 1989 to address what Dillard's then-president Samuel DuBois Cook, a veteran of the civil rights movement, saw as rising hostilities between the African American and Jewish communities.
At the time, many Jewish people were upset that some Black Americans had embraced the presidential run of Jesse Jackson, who disparagingly referred to New York City as "Hymietown," a slur against Jewish people, and drew the support of Louis Farrakhan, the leader of the Nation of Islam whose statements have been condemned as antisemitic.
For more than a decade, the center hosted an annual conference that brought together scholars from the Jewish and Black communities to discuss how to mend their divide. The first conference's theme was "Healing the Broken Community."
Through a center program, Shirley Williams-Kane, who graduated from Dillard in 1997, said she attended several weekend classes at a New Orleans synagogue and watched as students were taught about their Jewish history. "That was one of the experiences that inspired me to start teaching Black history classes in my community on my own," said Kane, who now works as a college educational consultant.
Since Ford relaunched the center last year, Dillard has held joint service programs with local Jewish students and documentary screenings on campus, including a film on the Tree of Life synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh in 2018, which resulted in 11 deaths.
It also sent a small group of Dillard students to Israel.
"That trip was life changing," said Derrick Webb, who graduated from Dillard in May. "To actually understand someone else's experiences and traumas, you have to immerse yourself in their culture."
During that time, Ford was also traveling the country raising money and building relationships with peers at Yeshiva University, a private Orthodox Jewish university in New York City, and Brandeis University in Massachusetts, which was founded by the Jewish community.

The office of Rochelle Ford, president of Dillard University in New Orleans. (Kathleen Flynn for the Washington Post)


Ford estimated that a national center would need a $200,000 yearly operating budget. So far, she has been able to secure a few small grants from Interfaith America, a nonprofit that promotes cooperation across religious groups. She is still looking for major funding.
The center could help raise the overall profile of the college among all types of potential donors, she said. "And that means that we'll have better facilities and that means people might want to invest in us to help our faculty to learn and grow and do better," Ford said.
But that all came to a screeching halt on Oct. 7, when about 1,200 people in Israel were killed in an attack by the Palestinian militant group Hamas. Since then, more than 30,000 people have been killed and 70,000 injured during the resulting warfare in Gaza, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
"We paused on aggressively seeking funds because of the terrorist attack and the ensuing war because I didn't want it to seem opportunistic," Ford said.
She still had a months-planned meeting on her calendar to speak with Ari Berman, the president of Yeshiva University, on Oct. 11.
"I could feel his pain," Ford said. "So I said, 'Listen, you are not alone. You have people like me who are going to be here praying for you and helping to lift you up.'"
Berman said he agreed to have Yeshiva partner with Dillard on the center, which he considers a critical opportunity to strengthen the bond between the Jewish and Black communities.
"Perhaps we need to express better to the Black community, the multiracial, diverse Jewish community," he said in an interview. "And to grow the Jewish community's understanding of the Black American experience both past and present."
After their call, Ford and Berman began working on a letter titled "We Stand Together With Israel Against Hamas." The organizers of the March for Israel, planning a demonstration on the National Mall, soon invited Ford to speak at a November event, which drew a crowd of thousands. One segment of the march was dedicated to the rise of antisemitism on college campuses.

This book is a collection of writings that covers a series of national conferences by the National Center for Black and Jewish Relations. (Kathleen Flynn for the Washington Post)


Organizers wanted to include a university president and thought of Ford's letter with Berman, said Eric Fingerhut, president of Jewish Federations of North America, one of the groups that organized the march. "When I talked to her she shared with me her faith-based approach to this issue ... and it was just so beautiful and moving," he said.
Ford spoke for about five minutes, asking the crowd to pray for not just Israeli victims but also the Palestinians who had lost their lives since the Israeli offensive began.
"I ask you to join me in pausing to acknowledge that there have been too many innocent people in Gaza and in Israel who have died," she said.
Praise came pouring in.
Her speech was "brave," said Bill Hess, a member of the Dillard's board of trustees, whose family has had a four-generation long relationship with Dillard, starting with his great grandfather Julius Rosenwald, a part-owner of Sears, Roebuck and Co., who used his fortune to support education for Black Americans. "She was one of the few college presidents who right away condemned the attack that happened on October 7th and she has stood with that," he said.
The revived center's work is critical, said Hess, who sits on its advisory committee. "There's apprehension in some quarters of the Jewish community that African Americans have the wrong impression of us and sort of abandoned the Jewish community," Hess said.
But the backlash to Ford's appearance in Washington was swift.
On social media, students and alumni criticized her for attending what they saw as an event that dehumanized Palestinians and an affront to the university's civil rights legacy. Some students led a silent walkout.
"I want to make it abundantly clear that myself and many other students at Dillard University do not support the stance of our president," one student posted on X.

Dillard University, an HBCU in New Orleans that includes a 55-acre, oak-tree filled campus. (Kathleen Flynn for the Washington Post)


Skye Spencer, a political science major at Dillard, and a small group of students met with Ford soon after she returned to campus. But the meeting felt like a gesture rather than a substantive conversation, she said. "All she would say is 'I hear you and I understand,' but she wouldn't really give us meaningful feedback or apologize."
Spencer said she supports Ford's efforts to revitalize the center but is worried it will conflate issues facing Jewish Americans with those facing Israel. "The center needs to focus on the hate that is currently being spewed towards Black people and towards Jewish people," she said.
Grover, the 1998 Dillard graduate, said she was upset by Ford's presence at the march, which she considered part of an effort to justify Israel's actions in Gaza. But then she noticed that the university had closed the comments section on some of its social media posts about the event. That was "the final straw for me," she said.
"It felt like they were telling students their voices didn't matter, and that's the very opposite of what I was taught at Dillard," said Grover, managing editor of PushBlack, a nonprofit media organization focused on Black Americans.
A lot has changed since the 1980s, when the center was initially launched and Dillard's leaders should think hard about what a 21st century center for Black-Jewish relations should look like, she said.
"A lot of Jewish people contributed to the campus, a lot of them took a role in civil rights, there was a lot of schooling for Black people that Jewish people paid for, and I completely understand and appreciate that allyship from the Jewish community," Grover said.
But times have changed, she said. "That historical allyship definitely does not give them the right to expect us to center Israel and Zionism just because they do."
The backlash from students and alumni surprised her, Ford said, but also strengthened her belief in the need for the center. Fundraising remains on pause, she said, but she is still trying to build new relationships between Black and Jewish leaders to support the effort.
Relaunching the center is about "ending hate and trying to build bridges between our two communities," she said.
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Chinese student jailed for stalking activist over Boston campus fliers
Prosecutors say Xiaolei Wu, 26, harassed his victim, who was also from China, after she shared pro-democracy posters around Berklee College of Music's campus.
By Leo Sands | 2024-04-25

Xiaolei Wu, a citizen of China who was a student at the Berklee College of Music in Boston, sits for an FBI interview in 2022, in an image from video. (U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Massachusetts/Reuters)


A Chinese college student was sentenced to nine months in federal prison Wednesday for stalking and harassing a former fellow student who had shared pro-democracy fliers around campus.
According to prosecutors, Xiaolei Wu, 26, targeted his female victim -- who was identified in court documents only as Zooey -- after she posted fliers calling for solidarity with pro-democracy activists in China around the Berklee College of Music's campus in Boston.
After seeing the posters, Wu threatened to "chop [his victim's] hands off" if she continued to put them up around the campus where both had studied. According to prosecutors, he also provided her details to his mother, a Chinese government official.
In a message shared with the court, Wu told his victim that her family in China should expect a visit from state security agents, whom he said he had informed about her actions, warning her that she would be detained by border officials if she were to return to the country.
The pro-democracy posters included the slogans: "We want freedom ... We want democracy ... Stand with Chinese people," according to a photograph shared by the victim on her Instagram account in October 2022. Prosecutors said she was originally from China but is now a permanent U.S. resident.
According to prosecuting attorneys, Wu embarked on a targeted campaign of harassment across email and social media after seeing the fliers in question. "I already called the tip-off line," Wu said in a message: "The public security agency will go greet your family." In an email sent to the victim days later, he wrote: "I hope your family is having a good time being greeted. Be 'safe.'"
The victim's family in China was subjected to "repeated visits" by government officials as a result of the case, prosecutors told the court, and she no longer feels like she can safely return to China.
After his arrest in December 2022, a federal jury convicted Wu in January -- he was living in the United States on a student visa -- of one count of cyberstalking and one count of interstate transmission of threatening communication.
Wu will spend three years of supervised release after the completion of his nine-month sentence, according to Wednesday's statement from the Justice Department.
"Mr. Wu's criminal conduct is very serious," acting U.S. attorney Joshua S. Levy said in a statement. "He harnessed the fear of potential retribution from the [People's Republic of China] government to harass and threaten an innocent individual who had posted an innocuous, pro-democracy flier on the Berklee campus."
FBI Special Agent Jodi Cohen praised the bravery of Wu's victim in coming forward. "What Mr. Wu did -- in weaponizing the authoritarian nature of the People's Republic of China to threaten this woman -- is incredibly disturbing," she said.
In a statement shared with The Washington Post Thursday, Michael Tumposky, a lawyer representing Wu, emphasized that the sentence handed out by the judge was shorter than what prosecutors had requested. "In sentencing Mr. Wu to 9 months in prison, the judge rejected the entire premise of the Government's case -- that he somehow represented a national security threat," Tumposky wrote.
"Instead, she seemed to recognize the case for what it was: two days of irresponsible online language by an otherwise upstanding young man who ceased all contact as soon as he was told by the police to knock it off."
In an earlier memorandum, Wu's attorneys said he acknowledged his behavior had been reactive, impulsive and immature. They said their client's actions reflected a collision of two cultures: "His own highly sheltered upbringing in Communist China, and the democratic norms of the United States, many of which were still relatively new to him at the time of his offense." According to his lawyers, Wu will be deported by immigration officials after his case is over and will not be permitted to reenter the United States.
Since 2019, the number of Chinese students visiting the United States has declined by more than 20 percent, according to State Department figures -- with numbers failing to recover from an immediate slump triggered by the pandemic.
Part of the decline is due to Beijing's crackdown on groups supporting the exchanges, but Chinese students and academics have also been subjected to increased scrutiny at the U.S. border. In 2020, the Trump administration tightened visa regulations for Chinese Communist Party members, who number around 92 million, as well as their close relatives -- limiting their U.S. visas to a single-entry, one-month stay.
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Conflict between university protesters and police spreads beyond Columbia
As arrests were reported elsewhere, Columbia officials extended a deadline for talks on dismantling pro-Palestinian protesters' encampment on the campus.
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Reis Thebault, Richard Morgan, Niha Masih | 2024-04-25

On April 24, police arrested students protesting the Israel-Gaza war at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles.


Clashes between pro-Palestinian student protesters and police intensified at colleges across the nation Wednesday, as university officials aggressively cracked down on campus demonstrations against the Israel-Gaza war, leading to several arrests and tense standoffs with authorities.
New skirmishes broke out at the University of Texas at Austin, where state troopers clad in riot gear took at least 34 protesters into custody at the direction of Gov. Greg Abbott (R), according to state law enforcement officials, after hundreds of students walked out of class to demand the school divest from companies that do business with Israel.
At the University of Southern California, officers struggled with protesters as they sought to break up an on-campus tent encampment. Videos posted to social media showed scenes of increasing tension as campus police pushed their way through a growing crowd. Los Angeles police said 93 people had been arrested, with no reports of injuries, and that the protesters later dispersed.
The episodes in Austin and Los Angeles were the latest flash points in months of student-led demonstrations that have crescendoed in recent days, spreading rapidly across the country after students at Columbia University began occupying a grassy patch of their New York campus. The subsequent arrest of more than 100 Columbia students last week, far from quelling the protest, appeared to supercharge it, and similar tent encampments began springing up at schools across the country.
As of Wednesday, protests had broken out at dozens of institutions, including the East Coast's elite Ivy League universities, large public schools in the Midwest and the South, and colleges up and down California, with students denouncing the bloodshed in Gaza and calling for an end to Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory.
Meanwhile, Columbia's leadership was under mounting pressure from seemingly all sides: the political left and right, students and faculty members, and high-ranking politicians -- including House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.), who visited the school on Wednesday afternoon to call for the university president's ouster.
The speaker said his trip, which included a meeting with Jewish students at Columbia, was meant to highlight the rise of antisemitism on college campuses and what he characterized as a failure of school leaders to effectively combat it.
"As speaker of the House, I'm committed today that the Congress will not be silent as Jewish students are expected to run for their lives and stay home from their classes hiding in fear," Johnson said.
Perhaps expecting to find common cause with protesters who have also demanded that the president, Minouche Shafik, resign her post, Johnson was instead met with boos and heckles from assembled students. Some faculty members and students cast Johnson's appearance as political meddling in school affairs.
"Get off our campus!" yelled one student. "Go back to Louisiana, Mike!" another added.
"Enjoy your free speech," Johnson answered, sounding irritated.
Still, demonstrators also have become increasingly critical of the school's handling of the campus conflict.
"We've lost all the trust in this administration," said Mahmoud Khalil, one of the students who has been negotiating with the university on behalf of protesters, who have demanded that the school divest from corporations they say are profiting off the war in Gaza.
The protesters have for days been in talks with school officials over clearing their encampment on the West Lawn of Columbia's Manhattan campus. Earlier Wednesday, school officials said they would continue discussions with students for another 48 hours.
In a statement, Columbia said student protesters had already agreed to dismantle and remove a "significant number" of tents; committed to ensuring that only Columbia students will participate in the demonstrations; and taken steps to ensure no discriminatory or harassing language is used at the encampment.
If negotiations break down, Shafik has warned that the administration "will have to consider alternative options for clearing the West Lawn and restoring calm to campus."
In response, student negotiators said university officials had threatened to call the National Guard and the New York police if their demands were not met. The university has denied those allegations.
As a light drizzle fell on students camping out Wednesday, organizers insisted they would not back down until the school agrees to their terms, which include ending a dual-degree program with Tel Aviv University.
"Until our demands are met, we do not have any plans of leaving," said Khymani James, a junior and the spokesperson for the student group Columbia University Apartheid Divest. "In threatening us, the university is negotiating in bad faith."
Others condemned the university's treatment of its own students, saying the rapid deployment of law enforcement last week to break up a peaceful protest showed a disregard for the principles of free speech and open exchange that a university is supposed to protect.
"There's such harsh and abrasive energy from the university towards even the concept -- or practice -- of protest," said Anand Chitnis, a junior and the student government's vice president of campus life.
At the faculty level, a similar chorus of discontent has also been building this week. Columbia's chapter of the American Association of University Professors, a faculty group, has drafted a resolution that would censure Shafik, her administration and the school's Board of Trustees.
The school leaders have "demeaned their offices and lost the trust of many faculty, staff, students, and alumnae/i," reads the draft resolution, which criticizes Shafik for testimony she gave to Congress last week and the student arrests.
Notably, the resolution -- which could be voted on in the university senate this week -- does not call on Shafik to step down. It also decried "any political interference" in the university's governance.
"Let us be clear: we are calling for the censure of President Shafik, not for her resignation," the document reads. "We are calling for a recommitment to our core values on the part of our President, her administration, and the Board of Trustees."

Officers detain a pro-Palestinian protester at the University of Texas at Austin on Wednesday. (Austin American-Statesman/AP)


The board on Wednesday released a statement saying it "strongly" supports Shafik "as she steers the university through this extraordinarily challenging time."
"We are urgently working with her to help resolve the situation on campus and rebuild the bonds of our community; we encourage everyone who cares about Columbia to join us in that effort," the statement said.
Columbia spokesperson Ben Chang declined to comment on the possible censure and said Shafik is "focused on deescalating the rancor on Columbia's campus. She is working across campus with members of the faculty, administration, and Board of Trustees, and with state, city, and community leaders, and appreciates their support."
Omitted from that coalition: the student protesters at the heart of the crisis.

Police moved in on pro-Palestinian protesters at Emerson College attempting to form a human wall outside the State Transportation Building in Boston, Mass.


Elsewhere, protests continued to rage from late Tuesday into Wednesday, as university and state police tried to clear encampments and stepped up arrests of students.
At Ohio State University, two protesters were taken into custody on Tuesday, according to student activists, who called for more demonstrations Thursday. At the University of Minnesota, a student encampment was cleared late Tuesday night after nine protesters were arrested.
At Brown University in Providence, R.I., 75 students set up an encampment early Wednesday morning and campus police soon collected student IDs, according to the Brown Divest Coalition. And at Harvard University, roughly 30 people set up tents as hundreds of others gathered and demanded their school "disclose and divest" from any financial ties to the war in Gaza.
And at USC in Los Angeles, more than 100 protesters set up tents and claimed the campus as a "liberated zone" while chanting "Disclose, divest! We will not stop, we will not rest!" Campus police wrestled with protesters over tents and chairs. The Los Angeles Police Department arrived on the scene around noon, and its helicopters circled overhead, a spokesperson said. By late afternoon, the private school had closed its gates to "keep the rest of the campus calm."
But it was the demonstrations at the University of Texas that were met with perhaps the largest display of police force. Ahead of the Austin demonstration, administrators warned organizers to cancel the protest, saying that "refusal to comply may result in arrest."

Columbia University ramped up security measures on April 23 after anti-war protests.


In videos of the confrontation that followed, state troopers can be seen marching through campus, some on horseback. Protesters chanted "Free, free, free Palestine!" and "Off our campus!" as police dismantled tents and detained students on a grassy lawn. Later on, a Fox 7 cameraman was reportedly also detained, according to one of the channel's anchors.
In one particularly tense moment, more than a dozen officers, who had mostly cleared the field and set up a barricade by pushing demonstrators with their bikes, forced a student wearing a white shirt to the ground. Protesters chanted "Let them go!" and "Peaceful protest is a right!" as officers took the student away with his hands behind his back, according to a live stream from Fox 7.
Abbott, Texas's governor, said that the demonstrations were "hate-filled, antisemitic protests" and that students participating in them should be expelled.
"These protesters belong in jail," Abbott said in a social media post.
But the forceful police response was also drawing criticism, from the university community and state lawmakers.
"We're getting answers about why students are being arrested @UTAustin," Texas state Rep. Gina Hinojosa (D), who represents Austin, wrote on X. "Unless there was an actual threat of violence, this is out of hand."
Back at Columbia, the mood on campus was comparably tame, as students -- whether they were participating in the protests or not -- found themselves navigating a difficult environment in the waning weeks of the spring semester.
Remaining classes, and final exams, will be conducted in-person and online, the school announced this week. Mike Gerry, a junior majoring in mechanical engineering, said he has been inundated with calls from friends and family, checking on his safety. But the biggest disruption, he said, has been the increased security the school added around its perimeter.
"They're acting like it's a national disaster," Gerry said of news reports. "It's fine. It's serious but not in a way that I'm in danger."
Other students, however, such as Chitnis, the student government official, have said the administration's response to the protests has forced them to reconsider their future at Columbia. The 21-year-old human rights major was an early-admission student -- it was a dream school.
"I've loved it," he said. "It's changed my life for the better. Now I've caught myself thinking about transferring. But where would I go -- where could I go -- that treats students with more respect? I just saw students at Yale get hauled to jail in a Yale shuttle."
Rosenzweig-Ziff reported from Washington, Thebault from Los Angeles, Morgan from New York and Masih from Seoul. Hannah Knowles in New York, Daniel Wu in Washington and Andrew Jeong in Seoul contributed to this report.
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Colleges brace for more protests as graduation season approaches
Colleges are set to welcome students and their families for commencements in coming weeks as student-led protests rock campuses across the country.
By Kim Bellware, Jonathan Edwards | 2024-04-25

Pro-Palestinian students and activists are seen on the campus of Columbia University in New York last week, as other students, center back, converse in their caps and gowns ahead of graduation. (Alex Kent/AFP/Getty Images)


The scene in front of Columbia University's famous Low Memorial Library last week captured a snapshot of the growing tensions rippling across college campuses as schools prepare for spring commencements.
Students posed for photos on the library's steps, their sky-blue graduation gowns fluttering in the wind. At the same time, pro-Palestinian student activists had set up encampments on the lawn in front of the building to protest Israel's war in Gaza.
In three weeks, schools in New York -- including Columbia and New York University -- are set to welcome thousands of students, their families and faculty for graduation ceremonies. As they prepare, the specter of disruption looms as student-led protests on those campuses and others around the country have been met with police crackdowns, arrests and evictions of students from campus housing.
Columbia President Minouche Shafik said in a statement on Tuesday that she hoped the disruptions from the protests would not interfere with the May 15 commencement.
"I am deeply sensitive to the fact that graduating seniors spent their first year attending Columbia remotely," Shafik wrote, referencing the coronavirus pandemic shutdowns. "We all very much want these students to celebrate their well-deserved graduation with family and friends."
A Columbia spokesperson said in an email to The Washington Post that it is monitoring protests on campus but declined to confirm any changes to commencement plans.
Other schools have faced swift backlash over attempts to defuse controversy by limiting student commencement speeches or announcing designated protest zones during graduation ceremonies.
On Tuesday, eight law students at the City University of New York sued school administrators on First Amendment grounds over a September 2023 decision to end the long-standing practice of having a student-elected peer speak at graduation.
Eric Horowitz, a 26-year-old third-year law student and a plaintiff in the suit, told The Post that students being able to select a peer speaker is especially important following Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel and the subsequent war in Gaza, where more than 34,000 people have been killed, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
Horowitz, who serves as a board member on the law school's Jewish Law Students Association, said university officials ended the practice of allowing student-selected speakers after two criticized Israel's treatment of Palestinians. That led some to denounce the speeches as antisemitic, accusations Horowitz denies.
"We think it's more important than ever ... to have our voices heard in solidarity with the people of Palestine," he said.
CUNY Law School officials did not immediately respond Wednesday to a request for comment from The Post.
Last week, the University of Southern California announced that it would not have this year's valedictorian speak at commencement, citing vague concerns over security. Valedictorian Asna Tabassum, who is Muslim, had shared pro-Palestinian views; university officials said news of her selection as graduation speaker had drawn responses that had "taken on an alarming tenor," but did not specify any threats. After backlash at the decision, the school canceled a keynote commencement speech by director Jon M. Chu, an alumnus of the school.
University of Michigan officials earlier this month announced on the school's website that they would set up an area outside the commencement venue that would be designated for protests. That came after demonstrators "significantly disrupted" the annual Honors Convocation, which university President Santa Ono described as an unacceptable "intrusion on one of the university's most important academic traditions."
"We all must understand that, while protest is valued and protected, disruptions are not," Ono said in a statement. "One group's right to protest does not supersede the right of others to participate in a joyous event."
The incident led officials to propose a "Disruptive Activity Policy," under which students would be subject to suspension or expulsion if found in violation. The American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan called the policy "vague and overbroad" and said it risked "chilling free speech expression on campus."
Earlier this month, the Anti-Defamation League wrote an open letter to college and university presidents urging them "to take clear, decisive action now to ensure that graduation ceremonies, events, and functions run smoothly, and that all students and their families feel safe, welcomed and celebrated."
In the letter, ADL President Jonathan Greenblatt suggested officials strengthen policies about disrupting school events, then communicate to students the rules and consequences for violating them.
"Graduation is a time of joy and celebration," Greenblatt wrote in a statement. "As leaders in the Jewish community, we ask that you take your role seriously in making sure that Jewish students -- and all students -- are not robbed of a positive, memorable lifecycle event."
Susan Svrluga contributed to this report.
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Columbia president facing intense pressure on numerous fronts 
Amid protests at Columbia University and calls for President Minouche Shafik to resign, the school's Board of Trustees expressed support for her Wednesday. 
By Susan Svrluga | 2024-04-25

Columbia University President Minouche Shafik testifies at a House hearing April 17 on Capitol Hill. (Haiyun Jiang for The Washington Post)


Minouche Shafik has been president of Columbia University for less than a year. But any grace period typically afforded to a new leader of a large and complicated institution abruptly ended this month, as she faces intense pressure, and outright hostility, on numerous fronts.
Ongoing protests over the Israel-Gaza war have effectively ground normal university life to a halt on the Ivy League campus, and Shafik now finds herself in the crosshairs of Republican lawmakers including House Speaker Mike Johnson (La.), who visited Columbia on Wednesday and called on her to resign. At least two prominent donors also have paused contributions.
On campus, Shafik faces anger from some and disappointment from others, drawing scrutiny after she summoned New York police to clear an encampment on campus last week, which led to the arrest of more than 100 people.
"I can't think of anybody that is super pro-Minouche Shafik right now," said Jared Kannel, 26, a student from Massachusetts who has been protesting as a member of Columbia University Jews for Ceasefire and the campus chapter of Jewish Voice for Peace. "There are a lot of students that want her to step down, on both sides, for different reasons."
"She has forfeited the privilege to lead one of the world's great research universities, by not standing up for it," Christopher Brown, a professor of history, said Wednesday. He said he watched in disbelief last week as Shafik and other university leaders testified before a House committee on antisemitism. Instead of defending the strengths of the institution, he said, she repeatedly apologized.
Despite the considerable headwinds, Shafik retains support from some on the campus. Hours after Johnson's visit, Columbia's Board of Trustees issued a strong statement of support for the university's leader.
"The Columbia University Board of Trustees strongly supports President Shafik as she steers the university through this extraordinarily challenging time," the board said. During the search process for the presidency, Shafik pledged to always take a thoughtful approach to resolving conflict and "balancing the disparate voices that make up a vibrant campus like Columbia's, while taking a firm stance against hatred, harassment, and discrimination. That's exactly what she's doing now," it said.
Shafik began as Columbia's president in July, leading a university with 17 schools and about 35,000 students in the heart of New York. Shafik, who was born in Egypt and whose family fled to the United States in the 1960s, is an economist who has worked for the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the Bank of England.
Just a few months into her tenure, the Oct. 7 Hamas attack and the resulting Israel-Gaza war touched off intense protests on Columbia's campus that have continued for months, bringing the same challenges that university leaders across the country are facing to balance students' right to express their views with the need to ensure students feel safe on campus -- with added intensity given the school's location and student population in New York.
Amid the sustained student protests, Shafik also is contending with a congressional investigation into campus antisemitism, multiple lawsuits, an Education Department probe, volatile protests by external groups outside university gates, tense negotiations with passionate student protesters inside the gates, and sudden visits from high-profile lawmakers.
In recent days, prominent donors have paused giving. Robert Kraft, the owner of the New England Patriots and founder of the Foundation to Combat Antisemitism, announced this week that he will pause his donations until the university takes corrective action because he is no longer confident that Columbia can protect its students and staff. He called on university leaders to stop the protests and work to earn back the trust of many who have lost faith in the school.
Len Blavatnik, a billionaire businessman and philanthropist whose foundation has given $10 million to establish a fund at the engineering school, has suspended his donations until he sees the university take action to prevent campus antisemitism, according to a spokeswoman.
The pressure on presidents from many sides is escalating, said Ted Mitchell, president of the American Council on Education.
"This is like trying to tap-dance on a surfboard, with the waves growing in intensity," Mitchell said.
Being a college president has never been an easy job, he said, but in the past 10 or 15 years the challenges have magnified for numerous reasons. That includes ramped-up political pressure, from federal and state lawmakers and from donors and others, "who feel they have a stake in an institution, and that stake comes with a voice, if not a vote."
On Columbia's campus, some are frustrated by all the external scrutiny.
"It's clear that outside forces are trying to divide us here on campus, and that's very sad," said Andrew Marks, chair of the department of physiology and cellular biophysics. "I know we're supposed to be here to pursue education and teaching, and to see the university torn apart like this is a terrible thing."
Brown said he talked to a couple of students Tuesday who said the Columbia community needs to give Shafik a chance to lead, rather than rushing to judgment. But he has also talked to other students who were "so aghast that the police were called in precipitously in such a massive show of force that they feel like they can never trust the administration, regardless of what happens from here."

The House Committee on Education and the Workforce held a hearing with Columbia University leaders over campus antisemitism on April 17 in Washington, D.C.


Last week, Shafik spent hours on Capitol Hill answering scathing questions from a House committee about antisemitism on campus, just as three university presidents had done in December with disastrous results; the presidents of the University of Pennsylvania and Harvard resigned within weeks of their testimony, in which they repeatedly declined to say that calls for the genocide of Jews would violate their campus policies.
While Shafik and other university leaders were testifying that they will enforce rules about demonstrations, an unauthorized protest was happening at Columbia, with pro-Palestinian students in tents at the heart of the school's Morningside campus.
The following day, the New York Police Department swept onto campus and arrested more than 100 students, a response that was criticized by some as far too harsh and antithetical to the university's long tradition of celebrating student activism, and by others as ineffectual or even counterproductive, since the protests continued and drew large crowds of supporters to the streets outside the university gates.
In the days since, encampments have popped up at other schools across the country, while Columbia officials negotiate with protesters around-the-clock in an effort to de-escalate the situation and a growing number of external critics weigh in.
The Columbia University and Barnard College chapters of the American Association of University Professors introduced into the University Senate a resolution of censure against several of Columbia's top leaders.
The proposed resolution criticizes Shafik, the university's general counsel, chief operating officer and the co-chairs of the Board of Trustees. "President Shafik's violation of the fundamental requirements of academic freedom and shared governance, and her unprecedented assault on students' rights, warrants unequivocal and emphatic condemnation," the resolution reads.
The proposed resolution is not a call for Shafik's resignation, noted Sheldon Pollock, a professor of South Asian studies at Columbia University.
On Wednesday, Shafik met with faculty at a closed-door meeting.
Jeanine D'Armiento, a professor of medicine in anesthesiology at Columbia and chair of the executive committee of the University Senate, said Wednesday that the meeting was the beginning of a process and that there was nothing to report. On Monday, she said that the Senate supports Shafik, and the body recently wrote a letter expressing that.
That does not mean all members of the Senate are supportive of the decision to bring in police last week to arrest student protesters, D'Armiento said at the time. "We have had, obviously, concerns over a lot of administrative decisions that have been made," she said. But the president is new at a complicated university, she said. "We find issues with what happened, and we support her."
The University Senate is expected to meet again Friday.
Henning Schulzrinne, a professor of computer science and of electrical engineering, said Wednesday that not since protests in 1968 have university leaders confronted such issues that are so personal for so many, so divisive, and test the boundaries of speech and safety and protest so starkly. "Most people," he said, "recognize that this is an almost impossible situation."
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IVF clinic transferred ruined embryos to patients, lawsuits claim
The California fertility clinic realized something had gone wrong after none of the patients became pregnant.
By Justine McDaniel, Maham Javaid | 2024-04-25

An in vitro fertilization embryologist works on a petri dish at a fertility clinic in London in 2013. (Sang Tan/AP)


A California fertility clinic transferred ruined embryos into multiple patients, failing to realize that the embryos had been compromised and could not result in pregnancy, a set of lawsuits alleged this month.
At least 11 people being treated at an Ovation Fertility office in Newport Beach, Calif., underwent embryo transfers and waited to find out whether they would become pregnant -- but the embryos were no longer viable, the patients claimed in separate lawsuits, nine of which were filed Tuesday.
Dozens of embryos are thought to have been affected, and more patients plan lawsuits, an attorney for two of the couples who filed complaints in Orange County, Calif., told The Washington Post. Adam Wolf, the attorney, accused Ovation of transferring compromised embryos into patients over multiple weeks.
"This is a complete tragedy that was entirely needless," Wolf said. He said he represents two additional patients who plan to sue.
The company said in a statement that "a very small number" of patients were affected.
Some of the lawsuits allege that clinic staff cleaned an incubator -- where embryos are placed ahead of transfer into a patient's uterus -- with an "extremely unsafe" amount of hydrogen peroxide. Staff then put embryos into the incubator, which effectively destroyed them, making them no longer viable. Still, they were transferred into the patients.
That information is based on what the Ovation office told some patients, Wolf said. Rob Marcereau, an attorney for other plaintiffs, told the City News Service in Los Angeles that the clinic "has given different stories" to various patients.
The clinic did not know the embryos weren't viable, Ovation Fertility said in the statement, realizing something might have gone wrong only after the transfers didn't result in pregnancies.
"As soon as we recognized that pregnancy numbers were lower than our usually high success rates, we immediately initiated an investigation," the statement said. "We did not knowingly transfer nonviable embryos for implantation."
Ovation blamed "an unintended laboratory technician error" for what it called an isolated incident and said the clinic had rigorous protocols in place to protect embryos.
IVF involves retrieving eggs from a patient's ovaries, fertilizing them to create embryos and transferring embryos to the uterus. It can be a lengthy and difficult process, and disappointments are common for couples experiencing infertility.
Some couples don't get many embryos from the treatment, and not all embryos result in pregnancies, so every one is valuable.
Wolf said he knew of some patients who had used their last embryos in the transfer.
"Plaintiffs have been deprived of the opportunity to use their embryos," the lawsuit said.
IVF has been in the spotlight since the Alabama Supreme Court's ruling in February that frozen embryos are people -- a decision that set off a political firestorm, alarmed couples in treatment and led Alabama lawmakers to give providers legal cover. That case stemmed from a lawsuit filed by couples whose embryos had been destroyed by a hospital patient who allegedly accessed and dropped a container holding them.
How strictly to regulate IVF has long been a topic of debate in the United States. Reproductive technology has been the target of criticism from some conservatives, while clinicians say it is sufficiently regulated. The American Society of Reproductive Medicine, which represents providers, says state, federal and professional regulation ensures safety.
"Incidents like this are exceedingly rare," said Gerard Letterie, a reproductive endocrinologist and partner at Seattle Reproductive Medicine in Washington state.
Though IVF clinics are certified by independent regulatory bodies, more federal or state regulation could enforce standards more stringently, said Naomi R. Cahn, who co-directs the Family Law Center at the University of Virginia and researches reproductive technology.
"Currently, lawsuits are serving as a way of regulating the industry," Cahn said. "We need to work toward prevention of these mishaps."
She added that the Newport Beach case demonstrates "the need for better monitoring and regulation of IVF clinics." She said it is difficult to estimate how many errors occur in labs because only the most egregious cases are usually publicized.
The suits accuse Ovation of negligent misrepresentation, fraud and medical battery and seek monetary and punitive damages.
"It's hard to describe just how deeply traumatic this is for would-be parents," Wolf said. "A fertility journey is hard enough when everything goes perfectly, and it's just inexcusable when a fertility clinic is so reckless and indifferent."
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The fate of emergency abortion care rests with Supreme Court
Justices will hear arguments over whether the Biden administration can penalize hospitals that fail to provide emergency abortions.
By Dan Diamond, Ann Marimow, Caroline Kitchener | 2024-04-24

Memorial Regional Hospital in Hollywood, Fla., was told by a federal health agency to take corrective steps after a patient facing serious pregnancy complications was denied an abortion. (Michele Eve Sandberg/Shutterstock)


Shanae Smith-Cunningham arrived at Memorial Regional Hospital on Dec. 21, 2022 -- five days after her water broke, only halfway through her pregnancy. Despite her pleas for treatment and the risks to her health, staff at the Hollywood, Fla., hospital turned her away amid the state's new abortion restrictions.
The decision to send Smith-Cunningham home put her life in peril, health officials later determined. It also meant that Memorial Regional, flagship of a public health system, had violated a federal law requiring hospitals to provide emergency care, officials at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services concluded. The agency in October 2023 warned Memorial Regional to immediately take corrective steps -- or risk forfeiting hundreds of millions of dollars in federal funding.
"[U]nless these deficiencies are addressed as described below, Memorial Regional Hospital's participation in the Medicare program will be terminated," according to a CMS letter sent to the hospital's CEO and obtained by The Washington Post.
The Supreme Court on Wednesday is hearing  arguments over whether the Biden administration has the power to penalize hospitals such as Memorial Regional that fail to provide abortions in emergency situations -- or if the White House is wrongly applying a nearly 40-year-old emergency-care law to justify access to abortions.
Biden officials insist they need the authority to protect emergency abortions, citing the nearly two dozen state abortion bans that have confused health workers, confounded patients and delayed lifesaving care. Conservatives counter that the White House is twisting a law that offers no carve-out for the procedure.
Wednesday's hearing at the high court also represents the latest legal challenge that could shape abortion access across the country, nearly two years after justices struck down Roe v. Wade, which had guaranteed a constitutional right to abortion, and one month after the court heard arguments on a challenge to a key medication used in most abortions.

During April 24 oral arguments, Justice Amy Coney Barrett expressed skepticism about whether doctors would have enough guidance under Idaho's abortion law.


This week's case, Moyle v. United States, centers on the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act -- known as EMTALA -- a federal law requiring hospitals that receive federal funds to stabilize or transfer patients needing emergency care. Hospitals must provide the care regardless of the patient's insurance status, mental illness or other complications that might otherwise lead hospitals to turn them away. Federal officials have said the national law takes precedence over state abortion restrictions and sued the state of Idaho in August 2022, saying its abortion ban -- one of the strictest in the country -- was preempted in part by EMTALA.
The White House and its allies say it is applying the emergency-care law as originally designed, pointing to years-old cases they say show a consistent pattern of enforcement. Two Catholic hospitals in Michigan and Oklahoma that refused to provide treatment to women who needed abortions in 2012 were cited by federal officials for EMTALA violations; a Catholic hospital in Oklahoma was also cited for not terminating a patient's ectopic pregnancy in 2018. Biden officials have hesitated to penalize some hospitals that turned away women seeking abortions, saying the law allows only for narrow investigations related to emergency care.
"The intent of the law is actually very simple and very clear," said Bruce C. Vladeck, who oversaw Medicare during the Clinton administration and joined an amicus brief supporting the Biden administration's position. "If a patient shows up in an emergency room with a true emergency situation, the hospital is obligated to provide the standard of care for whatever the emergency condition is, at least until the patient's condition is stabilized."
Conservatives point to the law itself. The text of the statute requires hospitals to offer "any individual" with an emergency medical condition "such treatment as may be required to stabilize the medical condition." There is no reference to abortion in the statute or to any other type of care, and GOP officials say the Biden administration is wrongly prescribing treatment when EMTALA leaves those decisions to hospitals.
"It is hard to imagine a tinier mousehole or a larger elephant than what the Government has contrived here," lawyers for Mike Moyle, the Republican speaker of the Idaho House of Representatives, wrote in their brief. "EMTALA says nothing about abortion."
Idaho Attorney General Raul R. Labrador (R), joined by the Christian legal advocacy group Alliance Defending Freedom, told the justices in a brief that President Biden's message to hospitals and threat to pull funding is essentially a "nationwide abortion mandate" that will turn emergency rooms into "abortion enclaves in violation of state law."
The case has rattled health experts, particularly after the White House twice lost in federal appeals court, and some Biden officials say they are bracing for defeat at the high court. The outcome will hinge on how narrowly or broadly the justices interpret the text. Most conservative justices are proponents of the method of legal interpretation that sticks to the words of the law under review, not legislators' intent -- a reading that bodes poorly for the White House, given that EMTALA does not specifically mention abortion.
Experts have warned that if the Supreme Court rules against the Biden administration, states could be empowered to pick and choose how to apply the federal emergency-care law well beyond abortion.
"We don't want to have the right to have an emergency stabilized, or other treatments that we think of as rights, decided in 50 different ways," said Jill Horwitz, a law professor at the University of California at Los Angeles who has studied EMTALA.
The battle over EMTALA illustrates conservatives' interest in using the law, too.
A future GOP White House should "reverse distorted pro-abortion 'interpretations' added to the Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act," Project 2025, a conservative alliance backed by the Heritage Foundation, wrote last year in recommendations intended to guide a Republican administration. Project 2025 also said a future health department could invoke EMTALA to investigate health-care providers that don't care for children "born alive" from abortions, referencing the extremely rare cases when a premature birth may overlap with an abortion in the third trimester. These cases typically involve pregnancy complications or fatal fetal anomalies that are incompatible with life.

Missouri attorney Erin Hawley, front left, departs the Supreme Court on March 26 after representing the Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine during oral arguments in a case involving abortion medication. (Anna Rose Layden/Getty Images)


The Biden administration first turned to EMTALA in late 2021 as a way to try to ensure access to abortion in limited situations, an effort that ramped up after the Supreme Court struck down Roe the following summer.
CMS issued guidance to hospitals receiving Medicare funds that emergency room doctors must terminate pregnancies in some circumstances, even if a state's law bars the procedure. Hospitals that do not comply face penalties of up to $120,000 per violation. The Biden administration subsequently publicized one case involving a pregnant patient who sought care in Missouri and Kansas, where CMS determined that hospitals had violated the law in denying an abortion.
The Biden administration also challenged Idaho over its strict abortion law, which took effect after Roe was overturned in June 2022, that bans all abortions except those necessary "to prevent the death of the pregnant woman" and imposes penalties of up to five years on doctors who perform the procedure.
Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar told the court in the government's brief that EMTALA's protections are broader than those in the Idaho law's medical exception, saying the federal law helps protect against emergencies that can still have devastating effects, such as organ failure or loss of fertility, even if death is not imminent.

Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar on April 24 argued that Idaho's abortion law requires doctors to "shut their eyes to everything except death."


"Many pregnancy complications do not pose a threat to the woman's life when she arrives at the emergency room -- but delaying care until necessary to prevent her death could allow her condition to deteriorate, placing her at risk of acute and long-term complications," Prelogar wrote. Delaying care until "the doctor can say that termination is necessary to prevent her death, as Idaho law requires, stacks tragedy upon tragedy with little additional likelihood of fetal survival."
Idaho's physicians have received conflicting messages from federal courts. A district judge in August 2022 sided with the Biden administration and temporarily blocked Idaho from punishing doctors who performed abortions to protect the health of a pregnant patient. Then a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit in September 2023 allowed the state to enforce the law -- before a broader panel of 9th Circuit judges in October again blocked Idaho's ability to punish emergency physicians while appeals continued.
That's when the Supreme Court agreed to intervene in response to Idaho's emergency request.
In a separate case in Texas, the conservative U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit ruled against the Biden administration, saying state hospitals and doctors are not obligated to perform abortions under the federal emergency-care law.

President Biden speaks at the White House on the 51st anniversary of Roe v. Wade. (Kent Nishimura for The Washington Post)


EMTALA's ability to compel health workers to act rests in the power of its threat to block access to some of the 67 million people enrolled in Medicare, which provides health coverage for older Americans who represent the bulk of hospital inpatient care. Being terminated from Medicare could trigger exclusion from other federal programs.
"That's the death penalty," UCLA's Horwitz said. "Hospitals cannot survive if they don't participate in the Medicare program."
The Biden administration has been cautious about using the law to penalize hospitals and enforce abortion access. Despite dozens of reported cases in which pregnant women were turned away from emergency care following the end of Roe, The Post could find only four instances when CMS officials formally warned hospitals that they had violated EMTALA, conducted an investigation and threatened to expel them from Medicare, frustrating some advocates who say the law should be more routinely invoked. Federal officials have said they cannot confirm or deny the existence of many EMTALA probes, citing the confidentiality of investigations.
One of those hospitals, Memorial Regional, underwent two surprise inspections after its initial October warning and was told to submit a plan of correction. After reiterating to the hospital in January that it needed to overhaul its emergency operations, federal officials in February said that they had determined Memorial Regional had successfully addressed its emergency-care issues and that it was no longer at risk of termination from Medicare.
Memorial Regional declined requests to comment or to share the plan of correction that it submitted to Medicare.
"As it relates to EMTALA, we respectfully refrain from engaging in discussions that may have patient privacy implications," Memorial spokeswoman Yanet Obarrio Sanchez wrote in an email.
Some health workers have hailed the Biden administration's stance on EMTALA, saying it has helped clarify their obligations. Doctors found it much easier to navigate complicated pregnancy situations last year, when a Biden administration challenge temporarily allowed them to provide abortions anytime a pregnant person's health was at risk, according to Jim Souza, chief physician executive at St. Luke's Health System in Idaho.
Throughout 2023, Souza said, only one pregnant patient who arrived in the emergency department was transferred out of state for care. In the few months since the Supreme Court again allowed Idaho's full abortion ban to take effect, he said, six patients with medical emergencies have had to leave the state for treatment.
"Since then, there's a lot of second-guessing and hand-wringing: Is she sick enough?" Souza said. "Is she bleeding enough? Is she septic enough for me to do this abortion and not risk going to jail and losing my license?"
Other health workers said the Biden administration's push on EMTALA has inadvertently created confusion, and they have wrestled with whether to report colleagues for violations of the law.
Speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive medical situation, a Tennessee physician described to The Post the experience of treating a patient who needed an emergency abortion but had been seemingly turned away by a physician in a rural community nearby. As the physician weighed whether to report the case as a potential EMTALA violation, she called the first doctor to learn what had transpired -- realizing the nearby physician had wanted to perform an abortion but was too scared to do so.
"I've increasingly appreciated that [EMTALA violations] are not from a malicious stance -- they're from fear, lack of support" and other pressures, the physician said. "If I would've reported her, I would not have heard about the subsequent six or seven patients that she's needed help with."
Even Smith-Cunningham, the patient that Memorial Regional turned away, said she doesn't blame the hospital for her experience. She eventually delivered a nonviable fetus, several days after initially seeking care from the hospital, and later needed surgery to remove pieces of placenta left inside her uterus.
"Honestly, I think it's not the hospital nor the doctors' fault," Smith-Cunningham said in a text message this month, adding that she knows physicians were trained to help patients such as her but couldn't because of Florida's abortion restrictions. The state's 2022 law banned the procedure after 15 weeks of pregnancy except when an abortion would "save the pregnant woman's life" or "avert a serious risk of substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function."
A new law will soon ban abortions in Florida after six weeks.
"This is the government's fault and their stupid law, which doesn't make any sense," Smith-Cunningham said.

Shanae Smith-Cunningham, shown with a box of fertility medication, sought an emergency abortion from Memorial Regional Hospital when she suffered pregnancy complications but was turned away. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)
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By looking to future, Supreme Court may push Trump's D.C. trial past election
The Supreme Court's ruling on presidential immunity almost certainly will mean more pretrial hearings for Donald Trump, delaying his election obstruction trial.
By Ann Marimow | 2024-04-24

In agreeing to review a unanimous decision by a three-judge panel that found Donald Trump could be prosecuted for his alleged efforts to disrupt the results of the 2020 election, the Supreme Court reframed the question it will consider Thursday. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


In taking on the unprecedented question of whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution for actions he took while in office, the Supreme Court is in position to have a major say in shaping presidential power and accountability for future occupants of the White House.
But the way the justices have timed and framed the case seems likely to have a much more immediate impact, analysts say: delaying Trump's federal trial on charges of trying to subvert the 2020 election results until after this year's presidential election.
When the justices chose to hear the case and scheduled argument for Thursday -- rather than let stand a unanimous appeals court decision that greenlighted Trump's trial -- they said they would look only at whether former presidents are shielded from prosecution for actions taken as part of their official duties.
But the special counsel's indictment of Trump includes a mix of official conduct and private acts. That means the high court's ruling almost certainly will create more work for the trial court judge before she can ramp up courtroom proceedings in the former president's D.C. election obstruction case.
Even if the Supreme Court finds that Trump can be prosecuted, that additional fact-finding could sound "the death knell" for the prospects of completing his trial before the election, said a person connected to the D.C. trial court who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, has tried to delay all his trials until after the November election, raising the prospect that if he is reelected, he could press the Justice Department to drop the federal charges against him.
While the federal courthouse in Washington spent months preparing security and other arrangements before the trial's original March 4 start date, those efforts have ground to a halt since the Supreme Court announced on Feb. 28 that it would hear the appeal.
Since Trump took office in 2017, current and former government officials have worried that his penchant for high-stakes assertions of absolute power would boomerang on the government itself, resulting in court rulings or new laws from Congress that weakened the authority of future presidents.
With the immunity claims before the Supreme Court on Thursday, the judicial branch is being asked to draw a clear line about what a president can or cannot do.
The high court, with three Trump nominees, has generally not been receptive to the former president's assertions of immunity, forcing him to comply with a subpoena and rejecting his efforts to block Congress from accessing his tax records. But close observers of the court said several of the justices also will not want to inappropriately rein in future chief executives from doing what the job requires.
At least four -- Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justices Samuel A. Alito Jr., Elena Kagan, Brett M. Kavanaugh -- all of whom previously worked as lawyers in the White House or the Justice Department, are likely to be especially sensitive to the implications of their decision for future presidents.
"This litigation is massively important for the presidency far beyond Donald Trump, and the court will be worried about how a ruling on the books will impact the presidency going forward," said Jack Goldsmith, a Harvard Law School professor who was an assistant attorney general at the Justice Department during the administration of President George W. Bush.
"It's not an ideological thing; it's a sensitivity to implications for any presidency beyond this issue."
Special counsel Jack Smith has charged Trump with four felonies connected to his alleged plan to overturn Joe Biden's 2020 presidential victory: conspiring to defraud the United States, conspiring to obstruct the formal certification in Congress of Biden's win on Jan. 6, 2021, obstructing a congressional proceeding and conspiracy against rights -- in this case, the right to vote. It is one of four trials Trump is facing; the first began earlier this month in New York.
Trump challenged the D.C. indictment, saying former presidents are immune from criminal prosecution, at least for actions related to their official duties, unless first impeached and convicted by Congress. Without that protection, Trump's lawyers, led by D. John Sauer, said in their most recent court filing, "every future president will face de facto blackmail and extortion while in office, and will be harassed by politically motivated prosecution after leaving office, over his most sensitive and controversial decisions."
Smith's office pushed back, saying the absence of any other prosecution of a former U.S. president "does not reflect the understanding that presidents are immune from criminal liability; it instead underscores the unprecedented nature of [Trump's] alleged conduct."

Trump challenged the D.C. indictment brought by special counsel Jack Smith, which charges him with four felonies connected to his alleged plan to overturn Joe Biden's 2020 victory. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


There are not many cases from history for the justices to turn to for guidance to resolve the competing claims in Trump v. United States. Forty years ago, in a case involving President Richard M. Nixon, the court said the Constitution shields presidents from private civil lawsuits for actions taken as part of their official duties -- even those at the "outer perimeter" of their responsibilities.
That decision aimed to ensure the threat of civil litigation did not distract from a president's duties. But it did not address criminal liability.
The justices on Thursday will review a unanimous decision from a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit that forcefully said Trump could be prosecuted for his alleged efforts to disrupt the election results. He is accused of using false claims of massive voter fraud to pressure state officials, the Justice Department and former vice president Mike Pence to change the results; scheming with others to submit to Congress slates of phony electors from swing states and to get lawmakers to toss out lawful ballots; and encouraging supporters to gather at the Capitol, where a violent mob stopped the vote count for many hours.
After the D.C. Circuit ruling, it took almost two weeks for the Supreme Court to announce that it would review the immunity case -- an indication that the justices were negotiating among themselves over how to proceed.
They reframed the question they will consider at argument to address "whether and if so to what extent does a former president enjoy presidential immunity from criminal prosecution for conduct alleged to involve official acts during his tenure in office."
No lower court has determined whether the allegations against Trump in the indictment amount to official acts that could be shielded from liability -- or private conduct that presumably is not. In a footnote to the D.C. Circuit opinion, the appeals court called it "doubtful" that all the types of conduct alleged in the indictment amount to official acts.
But the Supreme Court's highly scrutinized phrasing suggests that some justices may be interested in distinguishing between a president's actions that are private and those that are part of official duties -- and therefore may be protected by some level of immunity.
Conservative legal experts often contend that a president's power needs to be more robust, while liberal analysts argue a commander in chief's power must have limits imposed by the legislative branch and the courts. At Thursday's arguments, many will be looking to see how often the six conservatives on the court raise concerns about limiting future presidents.
"The idea that the risk of prosecution 'chills presidential action' is not necessarily a bad thing,'' said Brian Jacobs, a former federal prosecutor. "A ruling that Trump is not immune would preserve the criminal laws as a check on any future president's actions -- just as the criminal laws check the actions of all individuals, including all government officials -- and would ensure that future presidents remain bound by the criminal laws."
Both Trump's legal team and federal prosecutors contemplate in their filings at the Supreme Court the possibility of additional legal wrangling once the justices rule, which could happen any time between oral argument and the end of the term in late June or early July.
The special counsel told the justices that even if they decide a former president is entitled to some immunity, Trump's trial could still proceed. "At the core of the charged conspiracies is a private scheme with private actors to achieve a private end: petitioner's effort to remain in power by fraud," the prosecutor's office wrote.
Smith's office and Trump's lawyers say in their filings that the high court could send the case back to the trial court for U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan to determine how the Supreme Court's ruling applies to the specific allegations against Trump. She would need to separate out which alleged actions count as official conduct, as opposed to a private action, a process that could include requesting legal briefs from each side over a period of weeks.
There is disagreement between the parties about whether Trump would have to wait until the conclusion of the trial to appeal whatever Chutkan decides. An appeal would set off another round of litigation at the D.C. Circuit and potentially the Supreme Court.
With little past precedent to rely on, the Supreme Court could take note of -- and Chutkan could look for guidance from -- a separate recent appeals court ruling that said Trump is not broadly immune from civil lawsuits filed by police officers and members of Congress seeking to hold him accountable for inciting the mob that attacked the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
In the unanimous D.C. Circuit opinion written by Chief Judge Sri Srinivasan, the appeals court distinguished between an "office-seeker" and an "office-holder."
"When a first-term President opts to seek a second term, his campaign to win re-election is not an official presidential act," Srinivasan wrote. "The Office of the Presidency as an institution is agnostic about who will occupy it next. And campaigning to gain that office is not an official act of the office."
The appeals court decision allows Trump to return to district court to try to show his actions before and on Jan. 6, including his speech urging supporters to march to the Capitol, were taken in his official capacity as president rather than in his unofficial capacity as a presidential candidate.
The parties are in the process of gathering and sharing evidence, an undertaking that could last several months, before the district court judge can decide whether Trump was acting in an official capacity, or as a candidate and not entitled to immunity.
Devlin Barrett, Spencer S. Hsu and Carol D. Leonnig contributed to this report.
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Europe needs to be stronger, not a U.S. 'vassal,' says France's Macron
Emmanuel Macron outlined his vision for Europe, including plans to bolster defense production and expand industrial policy to stand against Russia and compete with economic superpowers.
By Emily Rauhala | 2024-04-25

French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech on Europe in the amphitheater of Sorbonne University in Paris on Thursday. (Christophe Petit Tesson/AP)


French President Emmanuel Macron made the case Thursday for a stronger, more independent European Union, arguing that Europe needs a more credible defense policy to stand up to Russia and not be a strategic "vassal" to the United States.
In a sprawling speech delivered under the soaring ceilings of the Sorbonne in Paris, Macron outlined his updated vision for Europe's "strategic autonomy," including plans to bolster European defense production and expand industrial policy to stand firm against Russia and compete with economic superpowers that no longer play by free trade rules.
"Our Europe, today, is mortal, and it can die," he said. "It can die, and this depends only on our choices."
The speech, which lasted about two hours, was his attempt to set the agenda ahead of European elections in June and shape the E.U.'s course for the next five years.
It comes as Europe tries to keep momentum on Ukraine aid and mulls what the potential return of former president Donald Trump might mean for the continent. It also comes less than a week before he hosts Chinese President Xi Jinping, who is keen to peel the E.U. away from Washington.
Thursday's speech was pitched as the sequel to a talk he delivered in the same setting in 2017 -- and Macron could not stop himself from making it something of an "I told you so" moment. When he first made his pitch for a more strategic autonomy, many in Europe were skeptical, he said. That, like so much, has changed.
Macron sketched out how the past seven years have transformed the continent and -- at least in his telling -- affirmed his call for strategic autonomy.
During the pandemic, the  E.U. worked together to buy and deliver vaccines, he said. When Russian tanks rolled into Kyiv, Europe rallied to wean itself off Russian energy,  impose sanctions on Russia and surge support to Ukraine.
Europe needs to build on this, he said, creating a union that is more integrated, better defended and more competitive -- and never too reliant on the United States.
Macron stressed that Europe can no longer rely on the United States alone for its security. "The United States has two priorities: the United States first and the China question second. The European question is not a geopolitical priority," he said.
Though the United States is still very much NATO's most powerful member and the key guarantor of European security, Macron envisioned a time when Europe is able to defend itself from Russia without American help. To get there, it will have to boost its defense sector, he said.
"How can we build our sovereignty, our autonomy, if we don't assume the responsibility of developing our own European defense industry?" he asked.
Macron called for the creation of a European academy to train high-ranking military personnel and also spoke at length about the need to bolster European production.
"We must produce more, we must produce faster, and we must produce as Europeans," he added.
Though there is broad consensus about the need to rebuild Europe's industrial base, his focus on buying European will not be popular in every capital. Indeed, some allies have been irked by his focus on French and European weapons, particularly when it comes to quickly arming Ukraine.
His remarks will also raise some eyebrows in Washington. The speech included several pointed references to the Biden administration's Inflation Reduction Act and suggested that both the United States and China have decided to abandon the global trade rule book and go it alone.
"The rules of the game have changed," he said. And if Europe does not adapt, he said, it will be left behind.
Beatriz Rios in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict live updates: Biden appoints new aid envoy; Israel's war cabinet meets over hostage deal talks
President Biden has appointed Lisa Grande as the new humanitarian aid chief replacing David Satterfield. College campus protests escalated across the United States.
By Frances Vinall, Loveday Morris, Adela Suliman, Emily Heil, Tim Carman, John Hudson, Lior Soroka, Ellen Francis, Adam Taylor, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Reis Thebault, Niha Masih | 2024-04-25
President Biden appointed Lisa Grande on Thursday as the new U.S. special envoy for Middle East humanitarian issues. Grande will replace David Satterfield in the position, which was created in the aftermath of Oct. 7 to coordinate aid to Gaza. Israel's war cabinet is meeting Thursday to discuss negotiations for a hostage deal ahead of a planned Israeli incursion in Rafah, where much of Gaza's displaced population is staying, said an Israeli official speaking on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the matter. For months, talks have failed to reach a Gaza cease-fire and hostage release deal.
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Jose Andres eulogizes World Central Kitchen workers killed in Gaza
Jose Andres praises the World Central Kitchen workers killed in Gaza as "the best of humanity" in an emotional speech at a Washington National Cathedral memorial service.
By Emily Heil, Tim Carman | 2024-04-25

World Central Kitchen founder Jose Andres gets emotional while speaking at a memorial service at Washington National Cathedral for seven WCK workers killed in Gaza. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


Under low gray clouds on a chilly spring morning, mourners gathered Thursday at Washington National Cathedral to remember the lives of the seven World Central Kitchen aid workers who were killed in Israeli airstrikes in Gaza this month.
Outside the main doors of the gothic structure, a bagpiper played as an estimated 560 guests entered, including chef Jose Andres, the restaurateur-turned-humanitarian who helms the anti-hunger organization. Second gentleman Doug Emhoff avoided the crowds but slipped in, and was seated in the front row.
The interfaith program, which featured a performance by renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma, included hymns and prayers in the Christian, Jewish and Muslim traditions as well as readings from the Quran and the Bible.
A tearful Andres -- exhibiting a grief so different from his usual ebullient persona -- spoke against a backdrop of the flags representing the home countries of the victims, reading the names of the dead and recalling each of their stories. "They were the best of humanity," he said. "Their example should inspire us to do better, to be better."
Those being celebrated were Palestinian Saifeddin Issam Ayad Abutaha, John Chapman of Britain, Jacob Flickinger of the United States and Canada, Lalzawmi "Zomi" Frankcom of Australia, James Henderson of Britain, James Kirby of Britain, and Damian Sobol of Poland.

The World Central Kitchen workers killed in Gaza: Top, from left:  Lalzawmi "Zomi" Frankcom, Damian Sobol, James Kirby, Saifeddin Issam Ayad Abutaha. Bottom, from left: James Henderson, John Chapman, and Jacob Flickinger. (Photo by World Central Kitchen/AFP/Getty Images) 


Flat-screen televisions throughout the space flashed photographs of the deceased, some smiling for the cameras, some wearing WCK T-shirts; others showed them at work. Programs detailed their lives and their passion for helping people, the drive that apparently had drawn them each to war-ravaged Gaza.
"They will be remembered and revered for the kindness they have shown and for the love they have given," Susan Shankman, senior rabbi of the Washington Hebrew Foundation, told the crowd. "They are shining examples of humanity."
Andres nearly broke down when paying tribute to Frankcom, who he said was "like a sister to me." Sobol, he said, "had an unstoppable desire to help." Andres acknowledged the vast number of aid workers from other organizations that have also been killed -- and he paid tribute to the WCK staffers in attendance, asking them to stand.
"You are our light in the darkness," he said as the crowd erupted in sustained applause, a rare outburst in a sacred space.

Jose Andres said, "We take risks because we want to change the world." (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


Andres also expressed his dissatisfaction with the official explanation of the attack. "I know there are many unanswered questions," he said, including why the WCK was operating in Gaza. "Even one innocent life taken is one too many."
Still, through tears, he also expressed a continued dedication to his organization's mission. "We take risk because we want to change the world," he said. "Food is a universal human right -- feeding each other, cooking and eating together is what makes us human. A plate of food is a plate of hope, a message that someone, somewhere cares for you."
Seated alongside Emhoff were deputy secretary of state Kurt Campbell, Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), and assistant secretary of state Julieta Valls Noyes. Diplomats from 30 countries, including the United States and Canada, were in attendance, organizers said.

Second gentleman Doug Emhoff attends the memorial service. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


The memorial was no everyday affair, as evidenced by the high-profile attendees and the setting, the site of state funerals whose pews have seated foreign leaders and U.S. statesmen, and the phalanx of media perched in an upper balcony, cameras and eyes trained on the crowd below. But the deaths of those remembered have been felt around the globe.
The April 1 attack on the convoy carrying the seven aid workers swiftly drew international outrage. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu described it as "unintentional" and said Israeli authorities were "investigating the matter fully" and would "do everything possible to prevent this from happening again."
Four days later, Israel's military released the results of its own investigation and said the attack on the WCK convoy was a "serious violation" of its policies, the result of "errors," and was "contrary" to military procedures. It said that two officers would be dismissed and commanders reprimanded, but made no mention of legal actions such as prosecutions. World Central Kitchen responded by saying that the IDF "cannot credibly investigate its own failure in Gaza" and demanding that an independent commission investigate.

American cellist Yo-Yo Ma performs during the service. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


The killings also prompted WCK to pause its operations in Gaza and other raid organizations to follow suit, even as famine threatened Palestinians in the region. WCK officials have said they are considering whether and when to resume. Since the killings, Andres has maintained a relatively low public profile, though he said in an interview with Reuters that WCK had communicated with the Israeli military about the aid workers' whereabouts and said they were "targeted deliberately nonstop until everybody was dead."
Andres, a Spanish immigrant to the United States who started building his restaurant empire in Washington, founded World Central Kitchen in 2010 as a scrappy organization. Since then, it has grown into one of the most recognized humanitarian forces, partnering with chefs on the ground in emergencies, including hurricanes in Houston and Puerto Rico and wildfires in the western United States and in Australia. It has fed refugees on the U.S.-Mexico border and people fleeing war in Ukraine. His work earned him a nomination for a Nobel Peace Prize and made him, with his effusive energy and calls for "longer tables, not higher walls," the face of humanitarian aid.
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A Ukraine-born congresswoman voted no on aid. Her hometown feels betrayed.
Indiana Republican Victoria Spartz, the first Ukrainian-born member of Congress, voted against aid for Ukraine, drawing fury in her home city, which is still under Russian attack.
By Siobhan O'Grady, Anastacia Galouchka, Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-04-25
CHERNIHIV, Ukraine -- In this small city north of Kyiv where Rep. Victoria Spartz (R-Ind.) grew up, locals once lauded her as one of their own -- proud of the studious girl with blonde pigtails who moved to America and became the first Ukrainian-born member of Congress.
But after Spartz voted against a $61 billion aid package for Ukraine last week, that pride for some turned to anger and a sense of betrayal -- feelings made more raw because her "no" vote came days after Chernihiv was bombed during morning rush hour, killing 18 people.
"She is not Ukrainian anymore, and I see this," said Natalia Khmelnytska, 50, a teacher at School Number 15, where Spartz studied, and who lives in the apartment block where the congresswoman grew up. "We are disappointed. We are frustrated."
"At first we were very proud of her and we thought she wanted to support us," Khmelnytska added. "But now we see that politics and careers are higher than our interests."

Students stand in front of a mural of a Ukrainian soldier killed in the war who graduated from Chernihiv's School Number 15. Ukrainian-born U.S. Rep. Victoria Spartz (R-Ind.) attended School Number 15 for high school. (Oksana Parafeniuk for The Washington Post)



Natalia Khmelnytska, 50, a teacher at School Number 15, stands in front of her apartment building on Tuesday. (Oksana Parafeniuk for The Washington Post)


Valentina Rudenok, 65, a history teacher who was a librarian when Spartz studied at the school and remembers sneaking the teenager extra books, said she was proud to learn a former student was elected to Congress. But Rudenok said she is upset by Spartz's vote.
"When we read about it, we just didn't understand -- it was like she became a different person," she said. "It was shocking because this woman got so far in her life and is in a position where she could actually influence and help our one city or our one school in which she was educated."
In the past two years, eight graduates of School 15 have been killed fighting on the front lines. Russian strikes have broken 88 of the building's windows. Administrators set up a museum on the first floor to display evidence of the war collected by students: shell fragments, a piece of a Russian airplane, a dead Russian soldier's uniform.
On Capitol Hill, even among Republicans, Spartz is known to be erratic.
First elected in 2020 as a supporter of President Donald Trump, she announced last year that she would not run again, only to reverse her decision a year later, citing her upbringing "under tyranny" as a motivation. She now faces a competitive primary; one challenger has aired television ads accusing her of putting "Ukraine first" over securing the U.S. border.

Rep. Victoria Spartz (R-Ind.) in her office on Capitol Hill in Washington on May 24, 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Spartz's "no" vote was the latest twist in her transformation from a pro-Ukraine advocate who toured war wreckage in her hometown to a critic of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, in line with the GOP's most right-wing camp.
In an email, she defended her vote, saying she is proud of her heritage but it is "actually offensive and un-American to think that as an American my loyalty would not be to the people who elected me to represent them and to my family and children back home in Indiana, but to some foreign government in the country I left 24 years ago."
Her history, however, is inseparable from Ukraine's and she has used it repeatedly to her advantage.
After Russia invaded in February 2022, troops advanced quickly toward Chernihiv, just 50 miles from the Russian border. Spartz's grandmother was among those trapped as the city came under constant shelling and aerial bombs. Many residents died. (Her grandmother survived the attacks but later died at age 95.)
Spartz visited in April 2022, just weeks after Russian forces failed to capture the city and retreated. Residents had slept underground and survived without electricity, cooking over fires outside. Hundreds slept in the basement of School Number 15, where she attended high school.

Oleksandr Lomako, acting mayor of the city of Chernihiv, in his office on Tuesday. (Oksana Parafeniuk for The Washington Post)


The city's acting mayor, Oleksandr Lomako, who met her then, saw the trip as a brave sign of support. Spartz's shift has stunned him. "I'm very disappointed," he said.
"She's been here," Lomako added. The destruction she saw and people she met who lost loved ones, he said, "is not from the news, not from Fox News or conservative channels."
After Russia's invasion, House Republicans eagerly handed Spartz the microphone to share her story. She made passionate defenses of her homeland, wore blue and yellow, criticized President Biden for not imposing more sanctions on Russia before the invasion, and pledged to fight for aid.
When she returned from her April 2022 trip, she voted for bills sending $40 billion to Ukraine and stood by Biden's side as he signed a law to rapidly ramp up military support.

Ukraine-born Rep. Victoria Spartz (R-Ind.) called the Russian invasion of Ukraine a "genocide" and called on President Biden to do more.


But by that summer, Spartz began criticizing Zelensky -- widely seen in Congress as a war hero -- urging him to "stop playing politics and theater." Spartz said Congress should impose conditions on aid and more oversight of funds -- a talking point Republicans have amplified.
Spartz's rhetoric rankled Kyiv. Oleg Nikolenko, a spokesman for the Foreign Ministry, posted on Facebook that he had told Spartz "to stop trying to earn extra political capital on ... the grief of Ukrainians."
Spartz's own family has been touched by that grief.
She was born Viktoria Kulheyko in 1978 in the town of Nosivka, then part of the Soviet Union. She moved to Chernihiv for kindergarten and in 1986, her father, an engineer, helped in the aftermath of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, exposing him to radiation that later caused cancer.
Spartz was 12 when Ukraine declared independence in 1991. Her father died that year.
His company helped pay for her college education in Kyiv and in 2000, she immigrated after meeting her husband, Jason. They settled in Indiana, his home state, and had two daughters. She worked in accounting and real estate before being elected to Indiana's state senate.

Oleksandr Serdyuk, 70, a close friend of Spartz's late father who has known her since she was a child. (Oksana Parafeniuk for The Washington Post)


Oleksandr Serdyuk, 70, a close friend of Spartz's father who has known her since she was a child, met with her when she visited in 2022.
Serdyuk said he was disappointed by her vote. "I don't really trust in words, I trust in actions," he said. "The way she voted, the amendments, show me a lot more colorfully what her intentions are."
Serdyuk said that like Spartz, Ukrainians worry about corruption, but that the U.S. aid is essential to Ukraine's survival.
"I understand the fight against corruption," he said as air raid sirens blared outside his office window. "But what you're sacrificing is our state. ... Any political motives or election motives don't justify the deaths of so many people."
Spartz not only joined in blocking the aid bill but pushed amendments to reduce the package and limit other help to Ukraine.
"President Biden and President Zelensky failed the Ukrainian people," Spartz said on the House floor Saturday before the vote. In her email to The Washington Post, Spartz said she feels "bad for the Ukrainian people and fighters on the front lines who have been electing bad leaders and paying a very high price for it."

Artifacts from the Russian invasion of Ukraine, including shells and a Russian soldier's uniform, are displayed at a museum set up inside School Number 15. Eight graduates of the school have been killed fighting on the front lines in the past two years. (Oksana Parafeniuk for The Washington Post)



Valentina Rudenok, 65, a history teacher who was a librarian when Spartz studied at School Number 15 and remembers sneaking the teenager extra books. (Oksana Parafeniuk for The Washington Post)


In a hallway of School 15 this week, staff prepared their own aid: knitting camouflage nets for Ukrainian troops. When air raid sirens wail, students rush to the basement. This same building still houses bits of Spartz's history, including her grades from the early 1990s, handwritten on a scale of 1 to 5 in yellowed notebooks the director keeps in her safe.
If she could speak to Spartz now, Rudenok, the history teacher, said she would note that the congresswoman's children -- safe in Indiana -- "are not waking up at night from air raid sirens."
"I would ask her how did this happen," she said. "Who could have offended her so badly?"
On a bench outside Spartz's childhood apartment building in Chernihiv, two elderly women speculated why she voted "no." They spoke to The Post on the condition that they be identified only by first name to preserve relations with Spartz's family.

Neighbors Nelia, left, and Halyna talk on a bench near the building in Chernihiv where Victoria Spartz's mother used to live and still owns an apartment. (Oksana Parafeniuk for The Washington Post)


One, Halyna, defended Spartz. "I don't think she wants anything bad to happen to Ukraine," Halyna said. "She's with Trump so she's forced to vote that way. She's not an enemy of the state. ... She didn't have any other option."
The other, Nelia, was not sure: "We don't know what her options were or why she voted the way she did."
In the village of Nosivka, a woman answered the door at a home that neighbors said belonged to Spartz's relatives. "I will rip people's tongues out," she said when asked if she was related to the congresswoman. "No comment."
Then she slammed the door.
Sotomayor reported from Washington.
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Heavy rains and flooding kill dozens as extreme weather racks Kenya
The Red Cross reported at least 38 dead and more than 11,000 displaced after weeks of heavy rains swamped the country and caused rivers to burst their banks.
By Rael Ombuor | 2024-04-25

Residents of the Mathare slum in Nairobi use a wall to cross a flooded school field following heavy downpours in the Kenyan capital on Wednesday. (Simon Maina/AFP/Getty Images)


NAIROBI -- Devastating floods during Kenya's rainy season, aggravated by climate change, have killed at least 38 people and displaced thousands as rivers burst their banks and inundated low-income neighborhoods.
Social media sites were awash Thursday with images and videos of people on rooftops of submerged houses. Residents across Nairobi neighborhoods used boats to rescue those stranded by the rising floodwaters.
Venant Ndighila, the emergency response manager of the Kenya Red Cross, said 38 deaths and 11,275 displaced people have been reported across the country. He warned about accompanying risks, including disease outbreaks and the disruption of goods and services.

Residents sift through the rubble as they recover their belongings Thursday after the Nairobi River burst its banks and destroyed their homes in the Mathare Valley area of Nairobi. (Monicah Mwangi/Reuters)


April is traditionally the peak of the spring rainy season, said David Koros, assistant director of the early-warning system at Kenya's Meteorological Department. "Right now we have the remnants of what was happening last year in terms of El Nino effect, where we had a lot of the temperatures in the Indian Ocean that were a bit high."
"For the last two weeks, we have had extreme rainfall being observed over several parts of the country," he said, which followed a heavier-than-usual rainy season at the end of last year. Even the north of the country has been getting rain after experiencing severe drought in 2023 that resulted in a major loss of livestock.
"The frequent extreme weather events such as the occurrence of droughts and heavy rainfall are definitely effects of climate change," he said, adding that after weeks of 1.5 to 2 inches (40 to 50 millimeters) of rain a day, the ground was saturated.
"There are other factors we can talk about in Nairobi," Koros added. "For example, how is the nature of the drainage? How is the nature of the growth of the population? How is the nature of economic development such as infrastructure, the buildings, material used?"
In Nairobi's Mathare slum, volunteers coordinated by activist Happy Olal searched for those swept away by the rising waters. By Thursday, they had recovered four bodies.
"We are alone. There is no government. We are just here," Olal said. "There are 400 homes that have been washed away in Mathare alone, and you know Mathare is big. It is disappointing that the government has left the people alone."

People wade through floodwaters Thursday after the Nairobi River burst its banks and destroyed their homes in the Mathare valley area of Nairobi. (Monicah Mwangi/Reuters)


Many Kenyans on social media expressed anger at the government for the slow response in helping those affected. Some cited infrastructure built along river beds, blaming the flooding on corruption and a lack of government oversight of developers and construction companies that put up the buildings.
In a news briefing Thursday afternoon, Kenyan Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua said the government was setting up an emergency response center to monitor "what is happening across the country and initiate immediate intervention to save lives and property."

Residents try to recover belongings in the Mathare Valley area of Nairobi on Thursday. (Monicah Mwangi/Reuters)


In Kiamaiko ward, another settlement in Mathare, Emily Kwamboka and a group of women volunteers gathered to sort donations they had just received for those displaced by the floods.
"The problem is just not the floods," she said. "The problem is the poverty in these areas, poverty that is causing people to live near rivers, to live in houses made of iron sheets where, when floodwaters come, there is no chance of survival."
By Thursday evening, Kwamboka said, the volunteers had managed to get some clothes and blankets for most of the displaced in her area. "Now we have to see how the women and children will have dinner as we wait for tomorrow," she said.
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Haitian Prime Minister Ariel Henry resigns, allowing U.N. force, elections
Interim replacement Michel Patrick Boisvert is to work with a transitional council to accept a Kenyan-led U.N. security force and lead the country to a new vote.
By Widlore Merancourt, Amanda Coletta | 2024-04-25

Haitian Prime Minister Ariel Henry, left, and Finance Minister Michel Patrick Boisvert during a ceremony in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on July 20, 2021. (Valerie Baeriswyl/AFP/Getty Images)


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti -- Embattled Haitian Prime Minister Ariel Henry has submitted his resignation, clearing the way for a new government to accept the deployment of a U.N.-approved security force and lead this beleaguered Caribbean nation to elections.
Henry is to be succeeded by Finance Minister Michel Patrick Boisvert, who has been leading the government since Henry left the country on a diplomatic trip two months ago. Boisvert is to work with a panel of representatives from several political parties until a new government is appointed.
Henry, Haiti's de facto leader since the assassination of President Jovenel Moise in 2021, initially enjoyed the support of the United States and other foreign nations, but he proved ineffective at reducing endemic gang violence or restoring order in the hemisphere's poorest nation. He resigned in a letter dated Wednesday from Los Angeles but made public Thursday.
Haiti's presidency has been vacant since Moise's still-unsolved killing; its national assembly empty since the last senators' terms expired in early 2023. Henry has been locked out of the country since February, when a coalition of armed gangs shut the airport down.
The paramilitary groups, which have long wielded power in Haiti, now control roughly 80 percent of the capital. In February, several joined to attack Toussaint Louverture International Airport, several prisons, a key seaport, police stations and medical centers and demand Henry's ouster.
Gangs have kidnapped or killed thousands of people, raped scores of women and children and forced several hundred thousand from their homes. The U.N. human rights office has called conditions here "cataclysmic."
Gangs this week attacked the Varreux fuel terminal, sparking fears of shortages and skyrocketing prices.
The transitional presidential council, set up by Haitian leaders, the Caribbean Community and the United States, includes representatives of several political parties, the private sector, civil society and the faith community.
Coletta reported from Toronto.
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In the dead of night, the Moulin Rouge windmill loses its sails
The windmill has sat atop Paris's Moulin Rouge cabaret for more than a century. No one was injured in the incident, and it's not clear what caused the collapse.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-04-25

Parisians were stunned to see that the sails of the windmill on top of the iconic Moulin Rouge had collapsed late April 24.


For over a century, a windmill has welcomed Parisians and visitors from around the world to the famous Moulin Rouge cabaret.
The windmill -- which was destroyed in a fire in 1915 and rebuilt in 1921 -- became a universally recognizable symbol of decadence, fun and the French cancan, rising above the otherwise gloomy neighborhood of Pigalle in northern Paris.
But no more: Overnight, the sails of the windmill collapsed in a mysterious incident, along with three letters from the cabaret's name -- leaving late-night revelers and early-morning commuters stunned.
No one was injured, Eric Lejoindre, mayor of Paris's 18th district, wrote on X. And the structure is not in danger of collapse, firefighters told local media outlets. But without its sails, is the Moulin Rouge -- meaning "Red Windmill" in French -- still the Moulin Rouge?
"It's pretty disturbing to see it without" its sails, resident Raphael told Le Parisien newspaper. "After all, it's a symbol in Pigalle and even throughout Paris. But the main thing is that there were no injuries."

An illustration of the Moulin Rouge in Paris in 1931. (Hulton Archive/Print Collector/Getty Images)


The collapse happened Thursday shortly before 2 a.m., Jean-Victor Clerico, the director of the Moulin Rouge, told French television station TF1. The Moulin Rouge's last show begins around 11 p.m. and ends around 12:30 a.m., and the audience had cleared out of the venue by the time the sails collapsed, Clerico said.
It's not clear what caused the collapse. Clerico said the sails were regularly checked and maintained by an external company and by the cabaret's own technical teams. He told journalists on Thursday it was not sabotage, but rather "a technical problem" that caused the sails to fall to the ground, bringing three letters on the front of the building down with them, according to Le Monde.
Earlier, an unnamed Moulin Rouge official told Agence France-Presse that technical experts from the cabaret checked the windmill weekly and "did not note any problems" with it.
The Moulin Rouge did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Washington Post on Thursday.
Clerico told TF1 it was the first time an accident like this had happened since the Moulin Rouge opened in 1889. He said the cabaret would be open as usual Thursday evening, adding, "the show continues, that's the most important thing."
The Moulin Rouge was one of several cabarets to spring up across Paris around what became known as the belle epoque -- a time of peace and prosperity between the Franco-Prussian War and World War I. It was "a period of transition between two centuries, during which social barriers collapsed and the industrial revolution gave hope of a better life for all, in a rich cultural profusion of fun and frivolity," according to a history of the Moulin Rouge.
The music hall opened on Oct. 6, and Parisians showed up en masse "to discover this extravagant place," according to the history. When the French cancan was invented, it became a staple of the cabaret's shows and a symbol of changing social mores and the role of women in French society.
The Moulin Rouge has been part of Parisian life since then, though now its shows mainly draw tourists. A fire in 1915 ravaged it and forced it to close for nine years for renovations.
It will celebrate its 135th anniversary in October.
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Iran expands public crackdown on women and girls, sparking public anger
The new wave of repression appears to be one of the most significant efforts to roll back perceived social gains in the aftermath of the 2022 protest movement.
By Susannah George, Nilo Tabrizy, Jonathan Baran | 2024-04-25
With global attention focused on Iran's escalating conflict with Israel, Tehran has intensified its domestic crackdown on women, giving police expanded powers to enforce conservative dress codes.
The new wave of repression appears to be one of the most significant efforts to roll back perceived social gains in the aftermath of the 2022 protest movement -- a months-long uprising that challenged gender segregation and clerical rule. Some Iranians suspect the government is using fears of regional war as cover to tighten its grip at home; others say it's just the latest salvo in a long-running campaign aimed at extinguishing all forms of dissent.
But the public backlash has been swift. In many instances, videos of women being violently detained showed crowds of bystanders gathering to support them. Now, authorities appear to be responding to pressure to curb their harsh tactics.
On Monday, Iran's national police made a rare statement to local media about Operation Noor, its new campaign of hijab enforcement. A police spokesperson said that officers would not refer cases to the judiciary, potentially removing the threat of criminal charges for women who have been detained.
The unnamed spokesperson blamed "malicious media streams that seek to divide and polarize society" -- an apparent reference to videos of police repression that have gone viral on social media.
The latest videos began emerging the same weekend that Iran launched hundreds of drones and missiles at Israel. The Washington Post spoke to Iranians who have witnessed the crackdown and verified four videos of women being forcibly detained; in one from Tehran, posted April 16, security forces use a stun gun on a woman before dragging her off a city street and into a van.
A spokesman for Iran's mission to the United Nations in New York declined to comment for this story.

A video uploaded on April 16 shows a woman shocked with a stun gun and taken into a van in Tehran.


The police are not "backtracking," but rather trying to find a way to carry out the crackdown with "less friction," according to Tara Sepehri Far, a senior Iran researcher at Human Rights Watch. "They don't want another dead body on their hands," she added -- an allusion to Mahsa "Jina" Amini, a young Kurdish woman whose death in the custody of Iran's "morality police" in 2022 was the spark for nationwide protests.
Dina Ghalibaf, a 23-year-old freelance journalist and university student, was detained by police at a metro station in Tehran on April 15.
"When I insisted that I pay my taxes and I have the right to use the metro, they violently took me to a room. They hit me with an electric shocker," she wrote on X. "The whole time, they restrained my arms and one of the officers sexually assaulted me."
The posts quickly went viral. When contacted by The Post the day she was released, Ghalibaf confirmed the account of her detention and agreed to speak in detail later that day.
But hours later, she was arrested again. This time she was sent to Iran's notorious Evin prison and her social media accounts were taken down.
Her family was told she had been charged with "spreading disinformation, disobeying the police and disturbing the public," according to a family friend who spoke to The Post on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals. Authorities offered to grant her bail this week, but demanded she sign a letter stating that her claims of sexual assault were untrue. When Ghalibaf refused, the offer was withdrawn, the family friend said.
The police announced the launch of Operation Noor in a video address on April 12, vowing to "legally deal with the violators" of the hijab law.
The law requires women to cover their hair and wear loose clothing that hides the shape of their body. Many Iranian women choose to wear a headscarf for religious or cultural reasons, and the law mandating hijab has strong support among the country's conservatives. But many Iranians increasingly believe the headscarf should be a woman's personal choice, not a government matter.
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei appeared to foreshadow the crackdown in a speech on April 3.
"I am sure that the women of our country, even those who are a little disobedient in the field of hijab, are attached to Islam, attached to the regime," he said, addressing politicians and government officials in Tehran.
"They must observe this issue of hijab. Everyone must follow it."
Yet Iranian authorities have struggled to enforce the law without triggering social unrest. The protests in 2022 were the most significant threat to Iran's clerical rulers in decades. Hundreds of protesters were killed by security forces and thousands arrested.

Women wait to cross an avenue in downtown Tehran as a member of the Iranian special police force monitors the area in September. (Morteza Nikoubazl/NurPhoto/Getty Images)


While people retreated from the streets, many women continued to appear in public uncovered -- a small but meaningful act of defiance that would once have been unthinkable. Iran's morality police started to adopt a lower profile, operating without uniforms and using unmarked vehicles.
In the months that followed, though, a "prevailing view" emerged within Iran's clerical leadership that the country needed "a comprehensive system of enforcement" of the hijab law, Far said. "Because giving up the enforcement would be seen as giving up ground to the opposition."
The government tried to apply economic pressures: using traffic cameras to fine women without headscarves and denying women accused of violating the law the ability to work or pursue education. Businesses accused of serving or employing women who defied dress codes were shuttered.
But some women and girls remained undaunted.
"Us Iranian women have gotten to a point where it's either death or freedom for us," said a 40-year-old woman from Tehran. "We will pay any price, but we won't go back to what life was before" the uprising.
"If we wear hijab, it's as if the blood of those [killed in the protests] are at our feet," she said.
Though new cases of police violence last year sparked outrage online, they did not lead to public demonstrations. On the anniversary of Masha Amini's death in September, Iranian security forces were deployed across the country to prevent rallies. The rollout of Operation Noor, however, could be a new inflection point.

In a video posted on April 17, police are seen detaining a woman at the Mirzai Shirazi metro station in Tehran.


Several Iranians interviewed by The Post reported larger numbers of police on the streets and visibly harsher treatment of women and girls. They spoke on the condition that they be identified by their first names for fear of reprisals.
"Before this current wave, if someone was not wearing a hijab or wearing a short dress, they would warn them verbally. But this time is completely different," said Parsa, a 24-year-old man from Tehran, who said he saw officers attack a woman outside his office.
He tried to intervene, he said, but was pulled away from the scene by men in plain clothes and beaten. When a crowd began to gather, the police released him and the woman who had been detained. As they walked away, one of the officers yelled, "Let them go, just take their pictures," he recalled.
His account could not be independently confirmed, but it aligns with videos and other reports from Iran in recent weeks.
"It is way more strict and more violent than before," he said. "It is as if they have gone back in time 10 years."
Jasmin Ramsey, deputy director at the Washington-based Independent Center for Human Rights in Iran, said the reports coming out of the country were likely just a small sample of what appears to be a far-reaching crackdown.
"These girls are being pushed into vans without doing anything and [with] no chance of due process," she said. "Anything can happen to them, as we have seen in the past. This extreme form of violence against women being perpetuated by the state is extremely dangerous."
Fatemeh, a 20-year-old university student, told The Post she was grabbed by police this month but managed to escape before being pulled into a nearby van. It has only made her more resolute.
"When you see other people fighting like you, you get braver and more determined on your path," she said. "I have not really observed that much fear. ... People might have more rage."
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The nuclear threats that loom over Iran and Israel
The world watched two powers -- one with not-so-secret weapons, the other with ambiguous arms ambitions -- as they threatened each others' nuclear sites.
By Adam Taylor | 2024-04-25
You're reading an excerpt from the Today's WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest free, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox every weekday.

Israeli 1st Lt. Masha Michelson, right, with an Iranian ballistic missile that was intercepted in southern Israel last week. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


A volley of back-and-forth strikes between Israel and Iran, culminating with explosions in the Islamic Republic on Friday, added a nuclear edge to the regional fallout from the war in Gaza. Here, the world watched two powers with nuclear technology -- one with not-so-secret weapons, the other with ambiguous arms ambitions -- as they threatened to strike each other's nuclear sites.
"The situation is extremely troubling, and it reveals some hard truths about why nuclear weapons can be more of a liability than some kind of national security asset," Daryl Kimball, executive director of the Washington-based Arms Control Association, told me that Thursday evening. He was referring to the tit-for-tat strikes this month, which had seen an Israeli strike on an Iranian consulate in Syria as well as hundreds of drones and missiles launched from Iranian soil in retaliation -- and the threat of further Israeli retaliation.
Just hours later, explosions shook several sites across Iran -- including Isfahan province, home to key nuclear labs. Disarmament experts were cautiously relieved when it emerged that the strikes were limited in scope, not hitting nuclear sites. Instead, Israel just gave a suggestion of what it could do: Satellite imagery showed that the Israeli strike had precisely hit a radar from a Russian-made air defense battery, the S-300, in Isfahan.
It was a reminder of the nuclear fears looming over this regional divide. More than half a century after their covert development began, Israel's nuclear weapons are a fait accompli. Israel is the only nuclear-armed power in the Middle East -- an open secret even if not acknowledged by the country nor governed by international agreements. Iran, meanwhile, does not possess nuclear weapons. However, its pursuit of nuclear technology, which it claims is not for military purposes, has left it internationally isolated.
Worryingly, norms appeared to be changing. Iran's strike on Israel the weekend before had marked the first time it had struck the country from its soil. Last Thursday, an Iranian official warned that if Israel struck at their nuclear sites, they could reconsider their official stance on the development of nuclear weapons and potentially target Israeli nuclear facilities.
Iran's president said this week that if Israel attacked Iran again, the situation would be different. "It is not clear whether anything will remain of this regime," Ebrahim Raisi told an audience in Pakistan on Tuesday, referring to Israel, according to the state-run Islamic Republic News Agency.
No Israeli government has ever officially acknowledged that the country possesses nuclear weapons. The country never signed the 1968 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) nor accepted protocols from the International Atomic Energy Agency.
In November, Israeli Heritage Minister Amichai Eliyahu made a rare mention of the theoretical use of nuclear weapons. "Your expectation is that tomorrow morning we'd drop what amounts to some kind a nuclear bomb on all of Gaza, flattening them, eliminating everybody there," an interviewer from Radio Kol Berama said. "That's one way," Eliyahu responded. Eliyahu, who was suspended from Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government for the comments, later said he was speaking in metaphor. "Eliyahu's statements are not based in reality," Netanyahu said on X.
Experts say the country has 90 nuclear warheads or more, with the plutonium necessary to make hundreds. While these numbers are below those held by countries like Russia and the United States, there are only nine nuclear-armed states in total. Israel is part of a very elite club.
Even at the lower edge of the scale, this number of Israeli nuclear weapons would present "a huge threat" to Tehran, Robert E. Kelley, a former U.S. Energy Department nuclear weapons expert, wrote in an email. Israel had more bombs than targets in Iran, Kelley added.
Israel's development of nuclear weapons was covert. It began seeking them shortly after their first use in 1945, secretly working with France in 1957 to create a plutonium-based facility in Dimona, a small city in the Negev desert. By the mid-1960s, declassified documents show that U.S. officials had concluded that Israel's nuclear weapons program was happening. Several U.S. administrations struggled with it, until the Nixon administration reluctantly accepted it on condition that it remained secret.
The secrecy has largely held. With no public tests and no international inspections, there are few details about how Israel's weapons work in practice. The Dimona site is now known as the Shimon Peres Negev Nuclear Research Center, officially a research facility. Kelley, who now works with the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, said Israel's nuclear weapons were probably held at air force bases "near the missiles or planes that would carry them."
The country is believed to have missiles, submarines and aircraft, including the U.S.-produced F-35, that are capable of launching nuclear weapons.
Iran claimed, without evidence, last week that it could hit Israeli nuclear sites. "The nuclear facilities of the Zionist enemy have been identified, and we have the necessary information about all the targets," said Ahmad Haghtalab, a Revolutionary Guards commander who oversees nuclear security, according to the semi-official Tasnim news agency.
Haghtalab also said strikes on nuclear facilities could result in "a revision of the nuclear doctrine" in Iran.
Iran's nuclear program started under the Western-backed monarch Mohammad Reza Pahlavi before he was overthrown in 1979. Officially, it has never been focused on creating the bomb. The country's current supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was reported to have issued a fatwa against nuclear weapons in 2003, though experts disagree on the edicts' scope. Unlike Israel, Iran is a signatory to the 1968 NPT that aims to prohibit the spread of nuclear weapons. Iranian officials have voiced support for a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East.
John Ghazvinian, executive director of the Middle East Center at the University of Pennsylvania and author of a forthcoming book on Iran's nuclear program, said Tehran had maintained a strategically ambiguous stance on nuclear weapons from the start.
"Iran has always hedged its bets and continues to rely on a hedging strategy of developing nuclear capability and putting itself in a position in which it could race for a bomb if it needed to," Ghazvinian said.
Israel, along with some allies, claims that Iran is hiding its nuclear weapons ambitions. Speaking at the U.N. General Assembly in 2018, Netanyahu presented evidence he claimed showed that Tehran was not abiding by a nuclear accord it had reached with world powers three years before.
"Israel knows what you're doing, and Israel knows where you're doing it," Netanyahu said.
Before this week's strikes, nuclear arms experts had voiced concern about the potential direct Israeli attack on Iranian nuclear facilities. "Military strikes on nuclear facilities, whether in Ukraine by Russia, or by Israel against Iran, or by Iran against Israel, are prohibited under international law and they must be unequivocally condemned by the international community and the United States in particular," Kimball of the Arms Control Association said.
There's precedent. In 1981, Israeli airstrikes destroyed the Osirak nuclear reactor in Iraq. Israel has mostly refrained from striking Iranian nuclear sites openly, but there have been assassinations of top nuclear researchers and other suspected acts of sabotage.
At the same time, international disarmament structures are struggling. The 2015 Iran nuclear accord -- officially known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action and negotiated by the United States and five other world powers, plus the European Union -- remains in effect technically, but it has been left neutered by the Trump administration's decision to pull out in 2018.
IAEA inspectors with access to Iranian nuclear sites have said the country's nuclear program has made considerable gains since then, producing highly enriched uranium that is close to weapons-grade and could allow the country to move quickly to producing nuclear weapons. IAEA Director General Rafael Grossi said Friday that Iran could build a nuclear weapon in months. "A very serious conversation is due," Grossi told Sky News.
Any attack on nuclear facilities in Iran would probably impact the work of the IAEA in the country and perhaps put their lives at risk, said Abdolrasool Divsallar, a non-resident scholar with the Middle East Institute in Washington. "It had a huge risk of diminishing the possibility of the IAEA to monitor [Iran's nuclear sites]," he said.
Historically, Iran's nuclear program was justified as a way to counterbalance U.S. hegemony in the region, Divsallar said, but now politicians often point toward Israel instead. "The role of Israel in Iran's nuclear calculus is the highest it has ever been," he said.
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Editor's note
This file was inadvertently published.
By Washington Post staff | 2022-11-10
This file was inadvertently published.
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Biden signs bill that includes funding for Israel, aid for Gaza
Biden has signed a $95 billion foreign aid bill, which includes $26 billion for Israel and humanitarian aid for Gaza and other places.
By Andrew Jeong, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Adela Suliman, Liz Goodwin, Abigail Hauslohner, Lior Soroka, Ruby Mellen, Claire Parker, Steve Hendrix, Niha Masih, Meg Kelly, Sarah Dadouch | 2024-04-25
President Biden signed a $95 billion foreign aid bill Wednesday after the Senate approved it in a 79-18 vote Tuesday night. The measure contains $26 billion in funds allotted for Israel, which the White House said would "help ensure that Israel has what it needs to defend itself against the very real threats it faces from Iran, as well as Iran's proxy groups." It also includes humanitarian aid for Gaza and other places. Top Israeli officials thanked the United States after the vote.
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Israeli American hostage appears to be alive in new Hamas video
The parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin said in a statement that watching the video was "overwhelming," but they were relieved to see that he may still be alive.
By Ruby Mellen, Claire Parker | 2024-04-24

A poster in Tel Aviv depicts Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who was abducted from Israel on Oct. 7 and taken back to Gaza. (Hannah McKay/Reuters)


Hamas on Wednesday released a video appearing to show Israeli American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, offering the first potential sign that he may still be alive, after his violent abduction by Palestinian militants in southern Israel on Oct. 7.
The Washington Post was unable to verify the video or when it was filmed. But Goldberg-Polin's family, who have advocated tirelessly for his release, approved its use, according to the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, a volunteer advocacy group.
In the footage, which is nearly three minutes long, Goldberg-Polin mentions the Jewish holiday of Passover, which began this week. He also refers to spending "almost 200 days" in captivity, which Israelis marked Tuesday.
Goldberg-Polin, 23, was one of 253 people kidnapped by Hamas-led fighters in their brazen attack in October. In a grisly video of the kidnapping, militants are shown forcing Goldberg-Polin into the back of a vehicle at the Nova music festival, his left hand blown off by what appeared to be a grenade.
At 8:11 a.m. on Oct. 7, he had sent two messages via WhatsApp to his mother. "I love you," the first read. The next one said: "I'm sorry."
The new video, which was posted on Hamas's Telegram channel, is heavily edited at times and shows Goldberg-Polin with marks on his face. His left hand and part of his forearm are missing, and he gives what appears to be a scripted statement condemning Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Still, the fresh footage was met with relief and urgency from Goldberg-Polin's family and across Israel, as Netanyahu and his government face growing pressure to reach a deal that would free the hostages. According to Israeli authorities, 133 hostages remain in Gaza, including 36 who are confirmed dead.
"Seeing the video of Hersh today is overwhelming," his parents, Rachel Goldberg and Jon Polin, said in a statement Wednesday. "We are relieved to see him alive but we are also concerned about his health and wellbeing as well as that of all the other hostages and all of those suffering in this region."

Rachel Goldberg, center, mother of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, along with other families of hostages outside the White House this month. (Susan Walsh/AP)


Goldberg-Polin is one of five Americans still believed to be held hostage in Gaza. The others are Keith Siegel, 64; Sagui Dekel-Chen, 35; Omer Neutra, 22; and Edan Alexander, 20. Siegel and Dekel-Chen were both kidnapped from the communities where they lived near the border. Neutra and Alexander were serving in the Israel Defense Forces on the day of the attack. The bodies of three other U.S. citizens -- Itay Chen, Judi Weinstein and Gad Haggai -- are also in Gaza.
Soon after the video's release Wednesday, hundreds of protesters massed near the prime minister's residence in Jerusalem, chanting, "Bring them back now!" and "Negotiation now!" Drivers honked their horns in solidarity with the crowds. One young girl held a sign with Goldberg-Polin's face and the words "Bring Hersh home."
Since the start of the war, his poster has been plastered all over Jerusalem, where he was raised after his family moved to Israel from the United States.
Elisheva and Shoshana Baumgarten are sisters who live near the Goldberg-Polin family in Baka in southern Jerusalem, and they knew Goldberg-Polin as a child. They said they regularly attend protests to support the hostages and admire Rachel Goldberg, who has led an international campaign for his release and has spoken out about protecting civilians in Gaza.
The sisters were relieved to find out he may still be alive, but Shoshana Baumgarten said she was also sick with worry. In the past, Hamas has released videos of living hostages, only to later share that they had been killed.
"We just can't let him not come home," said Elisheva Baumgarten, a history professor at Hebrew University.
As Goldberg-Polin grew up, he became a familiar face among Jerusalem's small community of young progressives. At the gritty Sira Pub in West Jerusalem, staff and patrons said Wednesday that he was a fixture in the neighborhood.
Arielle Kangisser, 21, said that he used to frequent the nearby coffee shop where she worked and that she would see him often in the alleyway of lively bars where the city's more left-wing youths congregate.
Seeing the new video Wednesday was "mind-blowing," she said. "I didn't think he'd survive with his hand, his wounds. It's incredible that he's alive."
Alon, 39, the owner of the adjacent Cafe Sira, said he bonded with Goldberg-Polin over their shared love of trance music. Alon, who gave only his first name for privacy reasons, said Wednesday night that he saw Goldberg-Polin the afternoon he left for the Nova music festival near the Gaza border.
Militants stormed the festival Oct. 7, turning the outdoor concert into a bloodbath.
Alon said he "felt a bit sick" when he saw the video. "In general, I assume it's good, but you don't look at it and smile."
In their statement, Goldberg-Polin's parents -- who previously described their pain as "almost exponential" -- offered words of comfort to their son.
"Hersh, we heard your voice today for the first time in 201 days and if you can hear us, we are telling you, we love you, stay strong, survive," they said.
Joanna Slater, Shira Rubin and Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
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U.S. unveils $1 billion Ukraine weapons package
The Biden administration also disclosed it had secretly delivered long-range ATACMS missiles to Ukraine, which were used to target a Russian airfield in Crimea.
By Alex Horton | 2024-04-24

A Ukrainian artillery unit fires a U.S.-provided M777 howitzer at Russian armored vehicles in the southern Mykolaiv region in 2022. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post/FTWP)


The United States will send a substantial security package to Ukraine, including badly needed air defense systems and artillery rounds, the White House said Wednesday, as the administration -- its war chest replenished after months of gridlock in Congress -- moves quickly to help Kyiv counter a resurgent Russian campaign.
The announcement coincided with a separate disclosure from the U.S. government acknowledging that last month the Pentagon secretly shipped Ukraine's military powerful long-range missiles, which were used in recent days to attack a Russian airfield on the Crimean Peninsula.
Taken together, the developments appeared to suggest that Washington, having overcome an acrimonious period of political paralysis, was ready to reinvigorate its expansive initiative to support and sustain Ukraine's embattled military during the war, which is now in its third year.
Officials said that elements of the new weapons package, with an overall estimated value of $1 billion, would reach the battlefield within days. The Pentagon, having anticipated lawmakers would end their impasse, signaled in recent days it was working behind the scenes to prepare.
President Biden, in remarks Wednesday morning, said shipments would begin in the "next few hours," and blamed a contingent of the GOP for causing what he characterized as a perilous delay.
"While MAGA Republicans were blocking aid, Ukraine has been running out of artillery shells and ammunition," the president said, noting that Moscow's allies in China, Iran and North Korea have helped keep Russian troops in the fight with weapons and materiel.
Renewed assistance is unlikely to tip the scales in Kyiv's favor on its own. But the infusion of artillery ammunition, in particular, will be welcomed along the front, where Ukrainian army units -- forced to ration dwindling stocks -- have dug in and sought to slow Russia's advance. Western-supplied howitzers have been used to help blunt efforts to break through their lines and pin down Russian formations. Ukrainian troops also have used U.S.-provided rocket artillery to destroy command posts and equipment staged beyond the front lines.
Replenishment of Ukraine's air defenses will help protect its battered cities and infrastructure, which have come under relentless attack from Russian missiles and drones.
Russia, meanwhile, aided by personnel replacements and its own equipment resupply, has made slow gains in Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region, consolidating around the town of Chasiv Yar. Capturing Chasiv Yar would allow Moscow's forces to launch attacks from the high ground, threatening larger cities important to Ukraine's defense and supply pipeline.
U.S. officials have said they foresee a grinding year ahead, in which Ukraine will seek to hold off Russian forces while preparing its own units to go back on offense in the future. They say Kyiv's priorities include holding contested areas in the country's north and east, maintaining its commercial thruway in the Black Sea, and diminishing Moscow's ability to attack from the south by keeping pressure on its ample military assets in Crimea.
Central to that, it appears, is the recent, secretive transfer of long-range ATACMS missiles, some of which can travel as far as 190 miles. Pronounced "attack-ems," the Army Tactical Missile Systems have been among the items Kyiv has desired most because they can reach deep inside Russian-held territory and target some of Moscow's biggest threats, including drone-launch facilities and airfields.
While Moscow has reconstituted its forces and pressed Ukrainian positions along a number of fronts, its armies appear unable to break through in a meaningful way. For instance, Russian troops failed to seize on the initiative and push further into Ukrainian lines after capturing the key city of Avdiivka this year, a U.S. official said.
Still, Kyiv's battlefield setbacks, some of which are owed to the gap in U.S. assistance, suggest modest expectations in Washington.
"I don't think Ukraine is in a position where they are likely to regain significant territory in the next few months," the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss U.S. assessments of the war.

Soldiers and mechanics from Ukraine's 47th Mechanized Brigade test drive a U.S.-made Bradley fighting vehicle at a secret workshop in a wooded area in the Zaporizhzhia region. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


The weapons inventory unveiled Wednesday highlights Ukraine's urgent and enduring needs. The United States will provide Stinger air defense rounds and another munitions, including anti-ship missiles, which the Ukrainians have augmented to launch from Soviet-era systems they continue to use. The Pentagon will also ship Bradley fighting vehicles, armored personnel carriers and Humvees.
The resupply of anti-armor weapons will arrive as Russian forces have made advances, and tactical adjustments, along the front lines. More vehicles have been used in assaults toward Ukrainian positions compared with six months ago, a deputy battalion commander near Chasiv Yar recently told The Washington Post.
The U.S. package also includes TOW missiles, which can be used with fixed launchers or atop vehicles, plus Javelin antitank missiles and Swedish-made AT-4 anti-armor systems, which can help provide layered defenses against Russian armor.
Other assistance includes small-arms ammunition, including .50-caliber rounds to shoot down drones.
The long-range ATACMS missiles provided to Kyiv in March were first used April 17 to attack the Russian airfield in Crimea, about 100 miles from the war's front line, the U.S. official said. Russia illegally annexed Crimea in 2014, and the United States considers it to be Ukraine's sovereign territory.
The Biden administration had long withheld the missiles, citing concerns about limited U.S. stocks, but on Wednesday, Jake Sullivan, Biden's national security adviser, told reporters that now a "significant number" of ATACMS are being produced, alleviating those fears.
Sullivan downplayed the administration's earlier worries about Ukraine potentially using the U.S. missiles to attack inside of Russia's borders, considered a redline that could provoke a direct conflict with Moscow. He said officials in Kyiv have complied "time and time again" with Biden's insistence that no American weapons be used "beyond the borders of Ukraine."
"We will send more," Sullivan said.
The Pentagon sent a shorter-range variant of the ATACMS to Ukraine last year, with a capability to travel about 100 miles and disperse cluster munitions. The clandestine delivery of the longer-range ATACMS was first reported by Reuters.
The new aid package is among the largest the United States has provided to Ukraine since Russia's full-scale invasion began in early 2022. Washington's last weapons transfer, including the secret supply of ATACMS, totaled $300 million. It was scraped together in March after the Pentagon identified "unanticipated cost savings" in recent arms contracts.
Wednesday's package is part of a larger $61 billion spending bill for Ukraine newly authorized by Congress. It provides funding to the Defense Department to bundle and ship weapons, ammunition and equipment from existing U.S. military stocks, and to then replenish those inventories with new purchases from domestic companies. It also includes funds to directly buy weapons for Kyiv.
Missy Ryan and Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
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Horses loose in London gallop through streets, crash into vehicles
The horses were from the Household Cavalry, the king's mounted bodyguard. They are trained to remain calm while working amid crowds and unexpected noises.
By Karla Adam | 2024-04-25

Saddled military horses were seen galloping through central London on April 24 during rush hour, crashing into vehicles and injuring several people.


LONDON -- Five horses from the king's mounted bodyguard were startled at a construction site and galloped riderless through central London during morning rush hour before being recovered Wednesday.
One of the horses appeared to have blood on its chest and legs after colliding with a vehicle. Three soldiers and one member of the public were injured.
"A number of military working horses became loose during routine exercise this morning. All of the horses have now been recovered and returned to camp," a military spokeswoman told The Washington Post. "A number of personnel and horses have been injured and are receiving the appropriate medical attention."
The horses were from the Household Cavalry, which participates in the ceremonial Changing of the Guard and major royal celebrations. These horses are selected for their temperament and are trained to remain calm while working amid chaotic crowds and unexpected noises. Throwing their riders and bolting are highly unusual.

Two horses bolt through the streets of London on Wednesday. (Jordan Pettitt/PA/AP)



An injured horse running riderless near Aldwych on Wednesday. (Jordan Pettitt/PA/AP)


As statements from officials and eyewitnesses rolled in Wednesday, a picture of events began to emerge.
Seven horses and six soldiers from the Household Cavalry had been engaged in what's known as a "watering order," which serves as both exercise and training for the sorts of sights and sounds they might encounter when on parade. They were just a day away from the Major General's Inspection, an annual test of the regiment's ability to carry out ceremonial duties for the year ahead.
The group was passing through London's Belgravia neighborhood when builders dropped a load of concrete. Startled, four of the horses unseated their riders. A fifth, riderless, also bolted. Two of the soldiers managed to remain mounted.

The Household Cavalry during the Trooping the Colour parade at Buckingham Palace in June 2022 in London. (Jeff J Mitchell/Getty Images)


The horses galloped through some of London's most famous streets. A spokesman for the London Ambulance Service said the first calls, around 8:25 a.m., reported a person being thrown from a horse on Buckingham Palace Road and other people injured in nearby Belgrave Square. Another injury was called in from the junction of Fleet Street and Chancery Lane, known for their associations with the media and the legal profession.
Photos shared on social media showed horses running by Victoria Station, one of the city's busiest rail hubs, and along the Strand, a major thoroughfare in the heart of the capital. Their reins dangling, stirrups swinging, they wove their way around cars, bicycles and double-decker buses. One of the horses was spotted near Tower Bridge, and at least two made it to Limehouse -- about five miles from Buckingham Palace.
The London Fire Brigade said it used its drone team to help locate them.
Members of the public were filmed calming a black horse near a tourist bus with a cracked windshield. "We confirm that one of our stationary buses sustained damage this morning during an incident involving horses from the Household Cavalry," Big Bus Tours said in a statement. "One of the horses ran into the front of our parked vehicle. Fortunately, none of our team members were injured."
The injuries on the light gray horse may have come from a collision with a Mercedes taxi van. "I was just sitting by the car with my passenger. ... I didn't see the horse hit my car -- I was, like, smashed senseless," the taxi driver, identified only as Faraz, told LBC radio. Photos showed the right passenger door of the silver van bashed in and splattered with blood.

A horse appears to collide with a taxi near Aldwych on Wednesday. (Jordan Pettitt/PA/AP)


Bashir Aden, a construction worker, told the Daily Telegraph that he saw a rider thrown after a horse ran into a car. He said one of his colleagues called the police.
"The man hit the floor hard. He was screaming in pain. You could see blood all over the parked car," Aden said.
Around 10:30 a.m., two hours after the incident began, the London Metropolitan Police said that all five horses had been "contained." They were returned to their stables at Hyde Park Barracks.
The Household Cavalry is made up of the two most senior regiments of the British army. Soldiers are trained to drive and operate armored vehicles in combat situations, as well as to take part in the meticulously choreographed ceremonial events on horseback. They played a starring role at King Charles III's coronation and at Queen Elizabeth II's funeral.
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Amid Passover, both sides eye resumption of wider war in Gaza 
Israel called up two reserve brigades for Gaza and analysts see the increased military activity and new tent cities as precursors to a Rafah invasion.
By Steve Hendrix | 2024-04-24

People attend a Seder at the beginning of Passover, in Tel Aviv on Tuesday. (Hannah McKay/Reuters)


JERUSALEM -- Israelis marked a somber Passover this week, breathing easier after an ominous military escalation eased with Iran but bracing themselves amid growing signs Israel is preparing the next phase of its war in Gaza: a final fraught assault on Rafah, the packed city where Hamas's remaining fighters are holding Israeli hostages and more than a million civilians are sheltering.
Gazans reported an increase in Israeli raids and shelling, and the Israeli military said Wednesday that it had struck more than 50 targets in the last 24 hours. It also called up two reserve brigades for both "offensive and defensive" missions inside Gaza.
World Food Program officials warned again of impending starvation in Gaza, particularly in the north. But the United Nations also offered a rare optimistic accounting of humanitarian aid shipments, saying a recent surge of deliveries has boosted the number of food trucks entering Gaza to the highest levels since the start of the war.
Some analysts see both the increased military activity and the humanitarian blitz, as well as signs of new tent cities in central Gaza, as precursors to an invasion of Rafah.

This satellite image shows tent camps for displaced Palestinians in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip on Tuesday. (Maxar Technologies /AFP/Getty Images)


The Biden administration, which has pushed Israel for months to increase the delivery of aid, has warned the government it would not support a Rafah operation that fails to provide greater protection for the civilian refugees there.
"The focus is back in Gaza, and everybody is waiting for the next move," said Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, an Emirati academic.
David Mencer, a spokesperson in the office of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, confirmed Wednesday that "Israel is moving ahead with our operation to target Hamas in Rafah. We will, as usual, be making every effort to move civilians out of harm's way."
Families of the Israelis still held hostage observed Passover with vacant chairs at their Seder meals. Hundreds came out late Monday to protest Netanyahu, whom they blame for failing to reach a temporary cease-fire and a deal to release the hostages, leaving the captives in Hamas hands and in harm's way for any attack on Rafah.

Yuval Or, 72, the father of hostage of Dror Or, sits on a folding chair in the middle of the road during an anti-government protest Saturday night in Tel Aviv. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


Militants kidnapped 253 people in the Oct. 7 surprise attack that also killed about 1,200 Israelis. A negotiated pause in the fighting in November coincided with the release of 105 Israeli hostages and foreign nationals in exchange for 240 Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails. An unknown number remain alive.
Hamas released on Wednesday a new video showing American Israeli hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, one of the most-discussed captives, who was last seen being taken from the Nova music festival after his left hand had been blown off.
The anguished video is the first public evidence that he is alive. The Hostages and Missing Families Forum issued a statement on behalf of his family saying, "Hersh's cry is the collective cry of all the hostages -- their time is rapidly running out."
Enraged hostage advocates burned a symbolic Seder table near the prime minister's home in Caesarea, according to local media. Others said they had worked their anger at the prime minister into their reflections on biblical hardships.
"Egypt got 10 plagues," Maya Raviv said at a protest over the weekend, referring to the story of Exodus, retold each year on Passover, "and Israel got one. It's called Bibi Netanyahu."

Families  of Israeli hostages protest in front of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's home on the eve of Passover in Caesarea, Israel, on Tuesday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


Negotiations for a deal being brokered by the United States, Qatar and Egypt have stalled, and the world's attention in recent weeks largely swung away from Gaza toward a burgeoning escalation between Israel and Iran.
The two exchanged air attacks, prompting fears that a regional war could erupt. Iran's barrage of more than 300 missiles and attack drones marked an unprecedented direct attack from Iranian to Israeli soil. But a pop-up coalition including U.S., European and Jordanian forces combined with Israel's air defense system to down more than 99 percent of the munitions.
After Israel responded with a limited attack that reportedly damaged an Iranian air defense unit but caused no fatalities, both sides seemed ready to stand down. Attention has now swung back to Gaza, leaving many observers to predict that Israel will move to fulfill its promise of a final push sometime after the Passover holiday.
Israeli attacks have killed more than 34,000 Gazans since the war began, according to Palestinian health authorities, and the toll continues to rise.
The U.N. called Tuesday for an investigation into the discovery of alleged mass graves at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis. The hospital had been the scene of heavy fighting since February before IDF forces pulled out in early April.
Gazan civil authorities said they found 238 bodies on the grounds over the weekend. They said the bodies were in various states of decomposition and some were in Israeli body bags.
The Israel Defense Forces said it did not bury the bodies, but it had exhumed corpses in graves at the hospital grounds in a search for hostages. "The examination was carried out ... respectfully while maintaining the dignity of the deceased," the IDF said in a statement. "Bodies examined, which did not belong to Israeli hostages, were returned to their place."
Israel says it has to go into Rafah to finish its fight against Hamas. But preparation for that push comes as aid groups, and many of Israel's allies, warn of a worsening humanitarian crisis for Gazan civilians.
"We are getting closer by the day to a famine situation," said Gian Carlo Cirri, Geneva director of the World Food Program, adding that Gazans could be six weeks from crossing three critical famine thresholds -- food insecurity, malnutrition and mortality.

Girls peer through a hole left by a destroyed window in a building in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip on Wednesday following reported Israeli airstrikes overnight. (Mohammed Abed/AFP/Getty Images)


But United Nations leaders said a recent surge of humanitarian deliveries gave them some hope that famine could be averted. Philippe Lazzarini, the head of the main U.N. aid agency for Palestinian refugees, said more than 310 aid trucks entered Gaza on Monday -- some of them crossing at newly opened gateways from Israel -- the highest number since Oct. 7.
"It needs now to be sustained & further increased," Lazzarini said in a post on X. "Famine in northern Gaza can be averted only through meaningful & uninterrupted supply."
Gazan civilians said they fear that any improvements in the food supply could be wiped out by the return of intense military operations in the northern and central sections of the enclave.
More flour and other rations have been available in recent days, according to Anwar Rabhi, 51, who has been taking his family of seven children from one shelter to another since their home near Beit Lahia was destroyed early in the war. After shelling picked up on Tuesday, they fled once again.
This may be the 20th time that I have moved from one place to another," Rabhi told The Washington Post in a phone interview. "Here we are moving, and we do not know whether we will survive this wave or not."
Loveday Morris in Berlin, Heidi Levin in Tel Aviv and Hazem Balousha in Cairo contributed to this report.
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U.S. solar companies, imperiled by price collapse, demand protection
In a federal complaint, American companies accuse Asian firms of illegally flooding the United States with Chinese-subsidized solar panels.
By Evan Halper | 2024-04-25

At a Senate hearing last month, Mark Widmar, CEO of First Solar, one of the companies that signed onto the petition filed Wednesday, warned lawmakers that "the U.S. solar manufacturing industry remains in a precarious position, despite the passage of the IRA." (Elaine Cromie for The Washington Post)


Several of the biggest American solar manufacturing companies are demanding aggressive action against cheap imports, arguing in a petition filed Wednesday with the Commerce Department that firms in four Asian countries are illegally flooding the U.S. market with Chinese-subsidized panels.
Though the panels are not produced in China, the petitioners allege many are made in factories linked to Chinese-based companies that benefit from massive price supports.
The complaint comes amid a glut of solar panels on the global market that has driven prices down by 50 percent over the past year, with the International Energy Agency projecting prices will fall even further. Manufacturers are currently making two solar panels for every one that is getting installed, according to the IEA. The oversupply is imperiling a boom in U.S. manufacturing driven by President Biden's signature climate bill, the Inflation Reduction Act.
"We are seeking to enforce the rules, remedy the injury to our domestic solar industry and signal that the U.S. will not be a dumping ground for foreign solar products," said Tim Brightbill, an attorney for the American Alliance for Solar Manufacturing Trade Committee, the group of U.S. firms that filed the petition. The group includes such industry giants as Ohio-based First Solar and Qcells, which has used Inflation Reduction Act subsidies to invest in huge new manufacturing facilities in Georgia.
In an email to The Washington Post, Chinese Embassy spokesman Liu Pengyu said his country's "leading edge in new energy is gained through strong performance and full-on market competition, not government subsidies."
"China has been and will always be open to industrial cooperation," the statement said. "We hope relevant countries will embrace fair competition and work with China to contribute to a world-class, market-oriented and law-based environment for trade and economic cooperation."
But the petition is also renewing tensions in the American solar industry, as installers of panels and developers of large solar farms warn that placing restrictions on imports could hurt consumers and raise prices. If the petitioners succeed, companies that buy solar panels from  businesses in any of the four nations cited could be subject to steep penalties, which federal trade officials could enforce retroactively.
The industry only recently emerged from a bruising battle over the enforcement of trade laws, after the administration found Chinese companies were illegally sidestepping them by producing panels in China but then finishing assembly in other countries to avoid tariffs.
After industry groups warned strict enforcement of those trade laws could cripple growth, the administration agreed to waive penalties for two years. Enforcement is set to begin again in June. Now, American manufacturers say Chinese companies have shifted their strategy, building plants in Cambodia, Malaysia, Vietnam and Thailand with big subsidies from a Chinese government eager to maintain dominance over the global solar market. Those four countries accounted for 84 percent of the solar panels imported into the United States in the last quarter of 2023, according to the petitioners.
Their petition was immediately opposed by major clean energy groups in the  United States that represent the full spectrum of companies in the industry, and not just manufacturers.
"Today's filing creates market uncertainty in the U.S. solar industry and poses a potential threat to the build-out of a domestic solar supply chain," said a statement from a coalition that includes the Solar Energy Industries Association and the American Clean Power Association.
"America's clean energy industry is urging the Biden administration to consider alternative solutions to address the petitioners' concerns so that we can uplift American manufacturers and maintain a thriving clean energy economy across the value chain." The groups warn disruptions in the market could undermine the administration's climate goals.
The backlog of solar panels stockpiled in U.S. warehouses is so large that it could fulfill a year and a half of demand, according to the IEA. The manufacturing firms that filed the petition say imports of panels into the  United States last year exceeded installations by more than 25 gigawatts -- roughly the amount of power produced by 25 large nuclear plants.
The glut comes after billions of dollars in new U.S. tax incentives triggered a solar manufacturing boom in this country. The incentives were meant to muscle solar production away from China and back to the United States. They have led to the ground breaking of new plants and a resurgence in solar cell production, a key part of the industry that had been almost entirely ceded to China and other countries.
But the solar market has also been going through growing pains unrelated to geopolitics. Rooftop solar installations collapsed in California after the state passed new rules cutting the subsidies for homeowners who generate power with them. The change came amid worries that lower-income utility ratepayers who could not afford solar panels would shoulder too much of the cost of the rooftop installations.
At a Senate hearing last month, Mark Widmar, CEO of First Solar, one of the companies that signed onto the petition filed Wednesday, warned lawmakers that "the U.S. solar manufacturing industry remains in a precarious position, despite the passage of the IRA."
"Market conditions show no sign of slowing imports to the U.S. unless there are policy and trade law enforcement changes," he said. "The relentlessness of the Chinese subsidization and dumping strategy has caused a significant collapse in cell and module pricing and threatens the viability of many manufacturers who may never be able to get off the ground or have the ability to finance the start-up or growth of their operations."
Earlier this year, a company called CubicPV, which had backing from Bill Gates, scrapped its plan to build a factory that would make solar wafers -- a key component in the panels -- citing rapidly sinking prices in the market.
The Commerce Department now must decide within 20 days whether to launch the trade investigation requested in the petition, according to U.S. trade rules. Should an investigation happen, it is a long process, according to the groups that filed the petition, likely to stretch into 2025 before there is full resolution. But the administration would be required to make a preliminary determination within the next couple of months on the issue of whether trade rules were likely to have been violated and American companies were harmed.
As the case moves through the process, tensions within the U.S. solar industry are certain to flare.
"This case is bad news for clean energy jobs and American solar manufacturing," said a statement from Kevin G. Hostetler, CEO of Array Technologies, which provides solar farm developers and operators systems that track and maximize efficiency of their panels. "More duties will only cause uncertainty and unnecessary project delays, holding the U.S. back in meeting our clean energy deployment and manufacturing goals."
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U.S. economy grew at 1.6 percent annual rate in first quarter 2024, a sharp slowdown
New data out this morning shows GDP slowed in the first quarter of 2024.
By Abha Bhattarai | 2024-04-25

People eat at Mita restaurant in Washington in March. Americans have continued to spend freely -- especially on travel, restaurants and other services -- despite inflation. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


U.S. economic growth slowed in the first three months of the year, after more than a year and a half of rapid expansion -- a welcome cool-off that nonetheless raises questions about how the rest of the year might shake out.
The U.S. economy grew by an annualized rate of 1.6 percent in the first three months of the year, a sharp slowdown from the previous quarter's growth rate of 3.4 percent, according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis's measurement of gross domestic product, the sum of all of the goods and services produced in the country.
The deceleration reflects swings in business inventory and trade, as well as weakening household and government spending. In the most recent quarter, Americans bought more foreign-made goods while selling fewer U.S.-made items overseas, both of which dragged down economic growth.
"Clearly this is a notable slowdown -- growth has stepped down quite a bit, but that's coming after some really strong numbers," said Claudia Sahm, chief economist at New Century Advisors. "You have to pick your head up and look at the context: We have an economy that's still really working for consumers and businesses despite the fact that inflation is elevated and interest rates are higher than before the pandemic."
Markets, though, were decidedly downbeat on the potential of lower economic growth and higher inflation, commonly referred to as "stagnation." All three major stock indexes tumbled by more than 1 percent Thursday morning, with the Nasdaq and Dow Jones Industrial Average both down about 1.6 percent at lunchtime.
"What the market is worried about, even at the margin, is any suggestion that stagflation is taking hold," said Quincy Krosby, chief global strategist at LPL Research. "Certainly the economy is still solid -- perhaps not stellar like it was -- but the question is whether it will stay that way."
After the pandemic recession, the U.S. economy has bounced back far stronger than anticipated. Unemployment, at 3.8 percent, is in the longest stretch of near-record low jobless rates since 1970. Wages are going up. And crucially, families, businesses and governments are continuing to spend freely, keeping money sloshing through the economy.
Even though Americans are making more money than they were last year, they're spending more and saving less. On average, people saved 3.6 percent of their disposable income in early 2024, down from 4 percent the quarter before, the GDP report shows.
That exuberant spending -- especially on travel, restaurants, concerts and other services -- has recently lifted inflation, reigniting fears that the Federal Reserve may have to be even more aggressive in its efforts to slow the economy.
The central bank has raised interest rates 11 times in the past two years, making it more expensive for families and businesses to borrow money. That's put a chill on some parts of the economy, including home sales. Now there are signs that those higher costs are weighing down other purchases and investments as well: Manufacturing spending took a hit and Americans spent less on goods, including cars, at the beginning of the year, according to the GDP report. A downturn in government spending, which has been juicing the economy in recent months, also contributed to slowing growth.
Those signs of deceleration, combined with a recent uptick in inflation, is complicating the economic picture.
"The soft landing is coming into view, although not in the way either the Fed or the Biden administration might like," said Eswar Prasad, an economics professor at Cornell University. "Business investment is already weakening, and if you have consumer demand also weakening, that's going to make for a very complicated scenario in the summer and fall."
Still, he said, the chances of a recession this year remain slim. Americans are continuing to spend, especially on experiences they missed out on during the pandemic.
Ralph Rapa opened a brewery in Coconut Creek, Fla., two months ago, and says there's been a steady stream of young families and other locals stopping in for $7 pints. Nights with special events have been particularly popular -- he hosts karaoke on Wednesdays, live music Thursday through Sunday, and paint-and-sip events once a month.
"People might be anxious about inflation, but everybody seems to have money to drink and eat," he said. "They want to get out -- they want live music and family-friendly, dog-friendly places to hang out."
Rapa, a railroad health and safety manager, came up with the idea for Rule G Brewing  three years ago when the pandemic was still in full swing. He has poured more than $1 million into the business -- a mix of personal and retirement funds, crowdfunding, investments and a grant from the Small Business Administration -- and expects it will take a few years to become profitable. In the meantime, Rapa says he's hopeful his business -- and the economy -- will hold up.
"I don't want to say this is a recession-proof industry because bars fail all the time," he said. "But we're in a good place right now. People are out and about, and they want to have a good time."
Still, there is mounting evidence that Americans are pulling back. Many families have used up their pandemic savings and are taking on extra debt to keep up with costs. Credit card debt has risen 22 percent since the pandemic. Delinquencies on credit cards and car loans are also rising, especially among younger and lower-income Americans, as inflation and higher interest rates take a toll on household budgets.
"We're a bit concerned about the U.S. consumer," said Erik Lundh, principal economist at the Conference Board. "There's been quite a surge in debt, and just making interest payments on that stuff is eating into peoples' pocketbooks and their ability to spend and save."
As a result, Lundh said consumer spending is poised to slow in the coming months, potentially denting economic growth. He expects GDP growth to slow to 0.5 percent in the middle of the year, before rebounding in the fall.
"We don't think things are going to fall apart this year, but consumers are going to have to pause and do some hard thinking on how they're spending their money," he said.
In Bend, Ore., Kristi Coughlin and her family have started to rethink their spending, especially on food. Instead of going out to dinner three times a week like they used to, they're eating more "hodgepodge meals" at home -- enchiladas with tater tots, say, or leftover rotisserie chicken with chili.
"We're buying less fresh stuff than we used to," the 40-year-old registered dietitian said. "I don't get a cart at the grocery store anymore. My new rule is: If I can't carry it, I don't buy it."
Her household of three is also relying more on frozen fruits and vegetables, canned beans and leftover meats. Coughlin, who has 17 chickens in her yard, has started trading eggs for a morning brew at her local coffee shop. In all, her family spends about $1,800 a month on groceries, considerably more than they did before the pandemic.
Other costs, such as medical bills and their older daughter's college fees, have also gone up. Coughlin and her husband, an electrician, are both self-employed, making them particularly susceptible to the whims of the economy. They're not struggling financially, at least not yet. "But we're cutting back proactively," she said, "just in case."
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Work Advice: Can you be a nice person but a bad manager? 
Being a caring, likable manager isn't a bad thing -- unless it prevents you from addressing problems.
By Karla Miller | 2024-04-25

(iStock/Getty Images)


This column has plenty of examples of bosses who abuse, belittle and undermine their subordinates. But is it possible for a manager to be too nice? 
Many readers responding to my recent query think so, and they provided numerous examples of managers whose likability got in the way of effectively dealing with problems.
An education professional in Madison, Wis., had a manager who was "a great guy and a deeply decent human being." However, "he just made it very, very difficult to do my job."
He "tried so hard to see everyone's point of view that he couldn't make any decisions," wrote the reader, identified by her washingtonpost.com handle "Esme_Weatherwax," in an email.
When one of Esme's subordinates objected to including any suggestions for improvement in her annual written review, the manager said they could just forgo the standard review process to keep the reviewee happy, Esme said, adding: "He somehow wanted me to handle her performance issues without allowing me to document her performance issues."
Some readers outed themselves as the "nice guys."
"Unfortunately, I have been that person," said Amanda Cockrell, a retired graduate program director from Hollins University who described herself as "conflict averse." She adds: "I just hate being in charge of other people, and I'm not good at getting them to do what they're supposed to do when they aren't doing it."
While working at a radio station in her late 20s, Cockrell supervised an assistant copywriter who "slacked off, read the newspaper in the production room instead of doing production, and was generally a mess." When the station manager wanted to fire the assistant, Cockrell felt "terrible" for her and talked him out of it. Eventually, the assistant was fired anyway, and Cockrell never again took a job managing people.
I identify with Cockrell. As a manager in my 20s, I recall letting junior team members get away with doing less than they were capable of rather than risk having them resent me. I preferred to assume that they were doing their best, as I was. And, well, I'm a bit conflict averse myself.
Kim Scott, author of "Radical Candor: Be a Kick-Ass Boss Without Losing Your Humanity," refers to this phenomenon as "Ruinous Empathy." She describes giving feedback as a graph with "caring personally" on one axis and "challenging directly" on the other. Caring too little and challenging too much results in what she calls "Obnoxious Aggression," the kind of bad management we all know about. But it can be just as bad to care so much about people's feelings that you avoid challenging them even when they need it.
But how can empathy be "ruinous?" Isn't empathetic leadership the new "How to Win Friends and Influence People?"
Empathy doesn't mean avoiding hard truths. It means delivering them in a compassionate manner that respects the recipient and allows for feedback and flexibility. It's the difference between being nice to work with and being good at your job.
Here's why a caring-without-challenging management style can do more harm than good:
It doesn't fool anyone. People often sense when positive feedback is insincere or incomplete. Joni Bosch, a nurse practitioner in Iowa, worked for "the sweetest physician who always went out of his way for everyone, and assumed everyone else would too." The problem, Bosch said in an email, was that her boss avoided giving negative feedback: "I got a perfect performance evaluation, 5 out of 5 on everything. It was sweet, but it wasn't really feedback."
It's demotivating to high performers. Even if Bosch's boss had nothing but praise for her work, Bosch was pretty sure everyone else received the same flawless rating. "It didn't feel like the extra stuff I was doing in some areas was noted," she said.
It forces someone else to be the bad guy. Donna, a professional in the Los Angeles entertainment industry who asked to go by her first name to protect her career, likened her predecessor to a "delightful, funny flight attendant schmoozing, pouring champagne and offering blankets to passengers while the plane was in a nosedive and all engines [were] on fire. An absolute joy to be around, but unable to perform basic functional logistics."
When that manager was fired and Donna took over the position, she faced resistance when trying to bring the business back on track: "Everyone missed the champagne and blankets, and I was treated like a traitor."
But being willing to challenge employees to do better helps everyone -- as well as the bottom line.
Kevin De Angelis, a retired electrical engineer in Portland, Ore., said he used to work for a boss who "was widely liked as a person, but was completely ineffectual as a manager," allowing one particular member of De Angelis's group to "[run] roughshod over everyone." The boss spent more time out of the office than in it to avoid dealing with her, and others in the group transferred to other groups or other employers. Then a new boss "who had a spine" put the troublesome individual on probation. She left, and "employee churn in our group abruptly stopped," De Angelis said in an email.
Directly challenging underperformers is a kindness to them, as well. No one enjoys hearing negative feedback, but imagine how much harsher it sounds coming from an outsider who doesn't know or care about you personally -- especially if your "nice" manager has allowed you to coast for months or years with no indication that anything was amiss.
So how do you find that balance between being caring and challenging? Scott recommends encouraging respectful candor in others and soliciting candid feedback yourself to show you can take what you want them to dish out. Constructive feedback goes down easier when it's baked into your company culture and sandwiched between layers of sincere praise for what they're doing right.
Finally, a hard-won lesson of my own: Accept that your critiques and decisions may not always be welcomed or applauded. But sometimes that resistance means addressing the problem is more important than keeping the peace. If it weren't, you could just keep on being Mx. Nice Boss.
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Buying and selling a home will change soon. Here's what you need to know.
Buying and selling a home will change soon. Here's what you need to know.
By Michele Lerner | 2024-04-25

(Rob Dobi for The Washington Post)


Starting in July, the real estate industry is bracing for a sweeping shake-up thanks to a $418 million settlement offered by the National Association of Realtors to overhaul its long-entrenched commission structure for agents and pay compensation to the sellers and real estate brokerages who sued.
The NAR got a further blow on April 5, when a federal court cleared the way for the Justice Department to reopen an antitrust probe into the group and its rules regarding home-sale commissions.
While the settlement awaits final approval later in the year, a preliminary sign-off by a federal judge on Tuesday means that the outcome is highly likely. In addition, the NAR has already started planning to change some of its policies starting this summer. Although these will likely affect home buyers more than sellers, both sides will have to make some adjustments, including how they work with agents.
While commissions have always been negotiable, sellers typically strike a deal with their agent, who then splits the compensation (often totaling 5 to 6 percent) with the buyer's agent by agreement with the seller. Under the settlement, though, sellers can no longer advertise an offer to compensate the buyer's agent on real estate databases known as multiple listing services (MLS). The lawsuit claimed that advertising commissions kept the fees artificially high because buyer's agents might be more likely to bring their clients to properties where owners offered the most compensation.
Going ahead, buyers who hire their own agent must sign a document, known as the "Buyer Representation Agreement," that explains how their agent will be paid. These agreements as such aren't new -- 18 states, as well as many real estate companies, already require them -- but the range of negotiation around the commission may change, with greater transparency for buyers. And some sellers may choose not to offer to pay the buyer's agent.
The shake-up could yield different commission rates for different levels of service, which would give buyers freedom to pay only for the services they want, says Todd Luong, a real estate agent with RE/MAX DFW Associates in Frisco, Tex.
For example, buyers can pay a flat fee to an agent to cover only basic services, like showing a home, submitting an offer or helping with negotiations. An hourly rate might also be possible.
There's a common perception that the seller "pays" the full commission that's split between the agents. But in fact, "buyers have always paid a real estate agent commission fee when they purchase a home" because it comes out of what they pay the seller, Suzy Minken, a real estate agent with Compass real estate brokerage in Short Hills, N.J., points out.
The new changes could prompt more buyers to go without hiring an agent at all. That would mark a departure from current practice, with more than 90 percent of buyers and sellers working with an agent, according to the NAR.
If they do opt for an agent, buyers might vet several candidates first to compare services and costs, since they have flexibility to negotiate the agent's commission. But they should also remember they probably won't know in advance of making an offer whether the seller will pay the commission of the buyer's agent -- so that payment is likely to become part of purchase negotiations, Luong said.
"Sellers may first want to look at the offer price and all the offer terms before deciding how much of a buyer agent commission they're willing to pay, if any," Luong said. "The negotiations between buyers and sellers are only going to get more complicated" once the settlement goes into effect, he added.
Probably. For example, first-time home buyers or other buyers who are cash-strapped might struggle, since they are less likely to afford a lump-sum payment for the buyer-agent fee if the seller doesn't cover it, Minken said.
Also potentially affected are buyers who use Veterans Affairs loans, who are barred from paying real estate commissions under the current loan program, Luong said.
"VA borrowers would be at a disadvantage in making an offer on a home where the seller didn't pay the real estate agent compensation," agreed Minken. "The already-sparse inventory could shrink even further if sellers 'uncouple' the real estate agent fees traditionally paid and not provide an offer of compensation for the buyer's agent."
Still, more generally, sellers can offer a credit to the buyer to close the deal, "and buyers can use that money however they want at the closing table, including paying for their agent's commission," Luong said.
If you're planning to buy a home in the next few months, and you're worried about your liquidity, you might want to close a deal before July because there's less of a chance you'll need to pay your agent's commission with cash, Luong said.
There remains the broader debate over whether the changes from the settlement could affect home prices. Some researchers say buyers might benefit because home prices would fall -- based on the argument that the traditional commission structure's high fees are baked into higher listing prices because sellers want to cover their costs. The real estate industry has pushed back on this claim, citing data suggesting a weak correlation between commission percentage and listing price -- and that prices depend on supply and demand, not commissions.

(Rob Dobi for The Washington Post)


The biggest change for sellers is that their agents may no longer make compensation offers through the MLS. However, their agents can still negotiate commission offers with the buyer's agent outside the MLS, provided they disclose the resulting deal to both the buyer and the buyer's agent, said Bess Freedman, CEO of Brown Harris Stevens real estate brokerage, based in New York City.
Realtors argue that commissions remain a valuable incentive for sellers, since it's in their "best interest to show their property to as many prospective buyers as possible," said Mark Pessin, chief learning officer at Realty ONE Group, who is based in Carlsbad, Calif.
But in a strong housing market, sellers have more chances "to negotiate lower commission rates, or place additional pressure on the buyers to cover more of these costs out of their own pocket," Pessin added.
Conversely, if the market cools, sellers should be more willing to make concessions to cover the buyer's closing costs, he said.
But even independent analysts anticipate that sellers are likely to continue to use agents after new policies are implemented, in contrast to the bigger shake-up on the buyers' side.
Under the settlement terms, sellers could still face an additional set of contract negotiations that used to be addressed before the first showing of their property -- since the two sides need to strike an agreement on commissions on a separate track outside the MLS, Pessin points out.
"This added hurdle created by this potential settlement may impact the final sales price positively or negatively," he said.
Sellers may also want to refuse to pay a commission to a buyer's agent. But that may not always be the best decision, particularly as industry practices and market conditions change: In such cases, buyers could make a lower offer if they must pay their agent's commission separately -- or they could choose not to make an offer at all.
Alternatively, sellers could offer to pay the buyer agent's commission in part or in full at settlement; in the former case, the buyer would pay the rest directly to the buyer's agent.
If sellers don't want to pay the buyer's agent, buyers will need to pay their agent's fee depending on the terms in the buyer representation agreement, Minken said.
It's essential for home sellers to recognize that this situation is still evolving, Pessin said, adding: "Listing agents and buyer's agents are awaiting the outcome and then will adapt their business practices accordingly."
And despite the changes in store, Pessin urges sellers to account for the many other factors that will shape their offer to buyers, such as market conditions, buyer demand, pricing strategies and interest rates.
Finally, sellers should remember there's always room for bargaining, regardless of the NAR settlement, Freedman said.
"Have an open conversation about how you would like to structure the commission," she said. "As always, commissions are negotiable, and a good agent will be transparent about this process."
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Groups sue to block FTC's new rule barring noncompete agreements
In a lawsuit filed in Texas federal court, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and other organizations argue that the agency lacks the authority to issue the rule.
By Julian  Mark | 2024-04-24

The Federal Trade Commission is facing a challenge to its authority, with business groups filing a lawsuit to stop a new rule that would ban noncompete agreements. (Alex Brandon/AP)


The U.S. Chamber of Commerce and other business groups on Wednesday sued the Federal Trade Commission over a new rule that would make most noncompete agreements illegal, setting up a potential showdown over the scope of the agency's authority.
The lawsuit, filed in federal court in the Eastern District of Texas, comes a day after the FTC voted 3-2 to issue a rule that bans noncompete agreements, which restrict workers from switching employers within their industry. The agency estimates that 30 million workers are bound by the agreements, and proponents of the ban say it will raise wages, bolster innovation, foster new businesses and reduce health-care costs.
But the chamber contends in its lawsuit that the agency lacks the authority to issue such a sweeping and consequential rule, and it is asking the court to overturn it. The chamber has opposed the rule since it was proposed 16 months ago, arguing that it would hurt businesses' ability to protect proprietary information and reduce their incentive to invest in workers to prevent them from jumping to a rival employer.
"The Commission's astounding assertion of power breaks with centuries of state and federal law and rests on novel claims of authority by the Commission," the lawsuit states.
The FTC defended its stance on Wednesday, asserting that its rulemaking authority is "crystal clear."
"This authority has repeatedly been upheld by courts and reaffirmed by Congress," said agency spokesman Douglas Farrar. "Addressing noncompetes that curtail Americans' economic freedom is at the very heart of our mandate, and we look forward to winning in court."
The suit comes as the power of federal agencies faces intense legal scrutiny, with the Supreme Court in recent years inclined to limit the scope of the administrative state. The court is set to decide two cases that experts say could bear directly on the lawsuit against the FTC because they deal with the scope of agency power and whether courts can defer to agencies' interpretation of the laws they administer.
Crucially, the justices in 2022 introduced the "major-questions doctrine" in curtailing the Environmental Protection Agency's ability to reduce carbon emissions at power plants. The doctrine holds that an agency must have clear congressional authorization before it takes action of major economic and political significance. The high court similarly reined in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in ending its moratorium on evictions, as well as the Occupational Safety and Health Administration's far-reaching vaccine requirement.
"We have a Supreme Court that has a majority that's looking skeptically at the exercise of governing power by administrative agencies like the Federal Trade Commission," said Cary Coglianese, a law professor at the University of Pennsylvania, adding that he would not be surprised if a lower court struck down the FTC's noncompete rule and the case landed before the Supreme Court.
The chamber's lawsuit alleges that the noncompete rule would not survive scrutiny under the major-questions doctrine. It also alleges that the FTC has misinterpreted its authority in considering noncompete agreements "unfair methods of competition."
The business groups further argue that the rule would unlawfully disrupt existing agreements between employees and employers. And they contend that it is not supported by sufficient evidence and that the agency did not consider alternatives.
"Since its inception over 100 years ago, the FTC has never been granted the constitutional and statutory authority to write its own competition rules," Suzanne P. Clark, the chamber's CEO, said in a statement Wednesday.
FTC Chair Lina M. Khan rejected such arguments during a commission meeting Tuesday before the rule passed, arguing that noncompete agreements count as "unfair methods of competition" under the Federal Trade Commission Act.
"To my mind, arguing that the FTC lacks this authority requires ignoring the most straightforward reading of the text," she said, adding that a large body of case law supports the agency's interpretation.
The FTC rule was first proposed in January 2023, with backers highlighting research that showed noncompete agreements suppress wages, stifle entrepreneurship, create frictions in the job market -- and are widespread even among low- and middle-income earners in a range of professions, including hairstylists, janitors and ballroom dancers.
The ban on noncompete agreements would take effect in about four months unless the courts block it. The rule would prohibit employers from entering into noncompete agreements with workers and effectively invalidate existing noncompetes for all workers except for senior executives, who compose less than 1 percent of the workforce, according to the FTC.
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Biden administration to require greater transparency on airline fees
Rules announced Wednesday will also require faster refunds. Airlines say such requirements are onerous and unnecessary.
By Lori Aratani | 2024-04-24

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg attends a meeting of the White House Competition Council with President Biden on Feb. 1, 2023. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The Biden administration on Wednesday announced a slate of new rules aimed at bringing more transparency to the cost of air travel and making it easier for customers to get refunds when flights are delayed or canceled.
Under the new rules, airlines and ticket agents will be required to disclose up front fees for checked and carry-on bags and for canceling or changing a reservation. Previously, the Transportation Department only required airlines and ticket agents to initially disclose mandatory carrier-imposed and government charges.
The rules would also streamline the refund process for travelers when they experience significant delays or when their flights are canceled. The new requirements are designed to ensure that consumers receive prompt refunds of fees when their checked bags are significantly delayed.
On X, President Biden praised the announcement. "Too often, airlines drag their feet on refunds or rip folks off with junk fees," he said. "It's time Americans got a better deal."
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said the rules, along with other steps the administration has taken, represent the biggest expansion of passenger rights in the Transportation Department's history.
"This isn't just about enforcing when something goes wrong -- it's making it less likely something would go wrong in the first place," he said during an event at Washington's Reagan National Airport.
The rules were spurred in part by the record number of complaints that the Biden administration received during the coronavirus pandemic, the vast majority of which involved refunds. Consumers alleged that airlines and ticket agents delayed or refused to provide refunds when millions of passengers stopped flying during the height of the pandemic.
Airlines have generally opposed new regulations and disputed the contention that they are not responsive to consumer concerns, arguing that it is in their best interest to provide consumers with a positive experience.
In a statement, Airlines for America, a trade group, said that the 11 largest passenger carriers issued $43 billion in refunds between January 2020 and December 2023, in addition to offering customers other forms of compensation.
"A4A passenger airlines -- which are fierce competitors -- offer transparency and vast choice to consumers from first search to touchdown," the group said. "U.S. airlines are committed to providing the highest quality of service, which includes clarity regarding prices, fees and ticket terms."
Consumer advocates said the rules and other initiatives put into place by the administration will help ensure that when trips go awry, travelers will be protected.
"Those of us who have spent years fighting for greater protections for airline passengers, as well as more fairness and competition in the industry, have been heartened over the last year by a series of positive and, in some cases, unprecedented, developments by the U.S. Department of Transportation," said William McGee, senior fellow for aviation and travel at the American Economic Liberties Project.
Under current rules, travelers are entitled to refunds when a flight is canceled or significantly changed. But refund policies differed between airlines in part because there was no single definition for "significantly changed." The new rule specifies that if a flight's arrival or departure time is changed by more than three hours for domestic flights or six hours for international flights; departs or arrives from a different airport; increases the number of connections; downgrades the passenger to a lower class of service; or involves connections at different airports or a flight on an aircraft that is less accessible or accommodating to a person with a disability, passengers will be entitled to a refund.
The final rule also will require airlines to automatically issue refunds, rather than requiring passengers to explicitly request them in cash or in the purchaser's original form of payment. Refunds for the full amount paid by the consumer, minus any portion already used, must be issued within seven business days for tickets purchased with a credit card and 20 calendar days for those purchased with other forms of payment.
The Transportation Department also has focused on improving the travel experience for consumers, creating dashboards to help consumers understand their rights when flights are canceled or significantly delayed, including when they are eligible for hotel accommodations or meal vouchers. Another dashboard offers consumers information on which airlines offer fee-free family seating.
Last week, the department announced a partnership with a bipartisan group of 18 state attorneys general aimed at more quickly addressing consumer complaints about airline or ticket agent practices. Under the arrangement, state attorneys general, using guidelines provided by the Transportation Department, would review the complaints and forward those that require further action to federal officials.
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What you need to know about new overtime rule that will benefit millions
Beginning July 1, salaried workers making up to $43,888 a year will qualify for 1.5 times pay if they work more than 40 hours a week. That's up from the current ceiling of $35,568 a year.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2024-04-24

A hiring sign is displayed in Riverwoods, Ill., Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The Biden administration has finalized a new rule set to make millions of more salaried workers eligible for overtime pay in the United States. The move marks the largest expansion in federal overtime eligibility seen in decades. (Nam Y. Huh/AP) 


Millions of American workers will soon be eligible for overtime pay thanks to a final rule announced by the U.S. Labor Department this week.
The development represents the biggest increase in the federal overtime threshold in decades. Beginning July 1, salaried workers earning less than $43,888 a year will qualify for 1.5 times pay if they work more than 40 hours a week. That's up from the current ceiling of $35,568 a year.
The threshold will expand again to salaried workers making less than $58,656 on Jan. 1, 2025.
Acting Labor Secretary Julie Su said, in a statement on Tuesday, that the "rule will restore the promise to workers that if you work more than 40 hours in a week, you should be paid more for that time."
The rule will boost wages for many workers in low-wage but salaried occupations -- including in hospitality, health care, finance, manufacturing and retail -- making them eligible for time-and-a-half pay after working more than 40 hours in a week.
Most hourly workers are already entitled to overtime pay, but non-hourly workers in executive, administrative and professional roles -- including some supervisors -- are exempt unless they earn less than the threshold set by the Labor Department.
For example, a salaried restaurant supervisor or office worker who makes more than $35,568 but less than $58,656 could now be eligible for overtime pay. The proposed change stands to boost the pocketbooks of millions of the country's most vulnerable workers, including women, people of color and workers without college degrees.
An Economic Policy Institute analysis of the rule found that 4.3 million more workers will be eligible for overtime pay because of the rule. That includes 2.4 million more women and 1 million more people of color.
Salary thresholds for overtime eligibility will be updated every three years, the Labor Department said, based off wage data.
Business associations and conservative lawmakers have rushed to protest the rule, saying it could exacerbate inflation, by raising prices and even result in job losses. The National Retail Federation, the National Restaurant Association, and the International Franchise Association are among the rule's critics.
David French, executive vice president of government relations at the National Retail Federation, said the rule could result in workers losing managerial positions, the ability to work from home and "cause employers to reexamine compensation packages for millions of workers nationwide."
"This rule is the latest unnecessary and burdensome regulation from the Biden administration targeting small businesses," said Michael Layman, senior vice president of government relations and public affairs at the International Franchise Association in a statement.
Business and trade organizations are expected to challenge the development in court, as they previously did when the Obama administration moved to more than double the threshold. After business groups and states sued over the rule in 2016, a federal judge issued an injunction blocking it. The Trump administration later abandoned the rule, bringing the threshold down to $35,568 a year, its current level.
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Boeing reports $355 million loss amid door blowout crisis
It was the first quarterly report to show the financial impact of the January door blowout of a Boeing 737 Max 9 operated by Alaska Airlines. 
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-04-24

Boeing President and CEO Dave Calhoun at a June 2022 event in Arlington, Va. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Boeing lost $355 million in the first quarter as it struggled with the fallout from a January door blowout on a 737 Max 9.
According to quarterly results posted Wednesday, the aerospace giant's revenue declined 8 percent year-over-year to $16.6 billion. That was actually a better result than expected by analysts, who had predicted a larger loss and revenue of $16.2 billion, according to CNBC. Boeing stock was up 3.5 percent shortly after trading began.
Executives said the financial losses reflect a broad production slowdown as the company changes the way it makes airplanes.
"Near term, yes, we are in a tough moment," Boeing chief executive Dave Calhoun said in a letter to employees. "Lower deliveries can be difficult for our customers and for our financials. But safety and quality must and will come above all else."
It's the seventh consecutive quarterly loss for the embattled jet maker.
The Jan. 5 blowout on an Alaska Airlines flight has led to a broader reckoning for Boeing, which only five years prior had dealt with the worldwide grounding of its signature 737 Max over flight control problems involved in two deadly plane crashes.
In recent months the Federal Aviation Administration has repeatedly found lapses in Boeing's production quality. Boeing's chief of commercial airlines, Stan Deal, stepped down. Calhoun plans to leave by the end of the year.
Federal regulators barred the company from increasing its output, and it slowed its production of 737 Max jets to work on quality control. As a result, Boeing delivered fewer completed airplanes -- 83 in the first quarter, down 36 percent year-over-year.
Calhoun warned employees that production will slow even further as the company works on quality control.
"We are using this period, as difficult as it is, to deliberately slow the system, stabilize the supply chain, fortify our factory operations and position Boeing to deliver with the predictability and quality our customers demand for the long term," Calhoun said in the letter.
Boeing expects production to return to its "normal order" in the second half of the year, Calhoun told CNBC on Wednesday. Ultimately, Boeing still expects to hit the long-term cash flow targets it had before its current spate of problems, he said.
Boeing's production problems have spilled over into the airline sector. United Airlines reported that the emergency grounding of the Max 9 cost it $200 million in the first quarter. Southwest said it has received fewer Boeing deliveries than expected, something that could require it to reduce the number of seats it offers and rethink its spending.
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This $13 riesling is a peachy introduction to a famous region
Plus, a sauvignon blanc from New Zealand and a red blend from the Finger Lakes.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-04-25

FROM LEFT: Clean Slate Riesling 2021; Puriri Hills Mokoroa Sauvignon Blanc 2022; Standing Stone Vineyards Farm Red 2021. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post and Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Here are three honest, delicious wines that will honor your attention. We have an introduction to Mosel riesling, a ripe savvie from New Zealand and a delightful red blend from New York's Finger Lakes.
Mosel, Germany, $13
Peach, apricot and a hint of honey give this off-dry riesling depth. It's a delicious introductory wine for people unfamiliar with the Mosel, Germany's most famous wine region. The clever name only hints at the possibilities for exploring the various slate soils of the Mosel and how they express themselves through wine. Alcohol by Volume: 10.5 percent. Bottle Weight: 580 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed by Winebow.
Marlborough, New Zealand, $18
This combines the spicy character of New Zealand sauvignon blanc with ripe star fruit and kumquat flavors. And is there a ghost of gooseberry, that elusive descriptor that has sparked a movement to redefine how we describe wine? Well, I'll let people who eat gooseberries chime in on that. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 420 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed locally by Salveto.
Finger Lakes, N.Y., $21
If someone asked you to name red wine grapes grown in the Finger Lakes of Upstate New York, cabernet sauvignon, saperavi, merlot and petit verdot are not likely to be high on the list. Yet this delicious, soulful wine weaves them into a compelling, shape-shifting blend that is one moment ripe, another herbaceous, and then on the next sip earthy. You can dissect this -- the petit verdot contributes a tart boysenberry flavor, while the saperavi offers pepper and wild mushrooms -- but I urge you to simply enjoy the conversation. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 410 grams (Light).
Distributed locally by Lanterna.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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How celebrity tequilas are changing the very nature of tequila
Tequila brands by such celebrities as George Clooney, Cindy Crawford and Kendall Jenner are often made in a way that could drive tequila further from its roots.
By M. Carrie Allan | 2024-04-25
I'm staring at two new bottles that represent a tension at the heart of tequila.
One is from Casamigos, the brand founded by actor George Clooney, ex-model Rande Gerber and businessman Mike Meldman, which they sold to spirits giant Diageo in 2017 for a reported $1 billion. Their new bottle is a jalapeno-flavored blanco tequila under the feminized name Casamigas. On it, the signature of Cindy Crawford, Gerber's wife, has joined Clooney's and Gerber's, along with a lip-print asterisked with her famous mole.
In the press release, Crawford speaks of her love for a skinny, spicy Casamigos margarita: "A few years ago, Rande and I were watching the sunset and we talked about how fun it would be for me to do a spicy tequila. Voila -- Casamigas was born." (Also, how fun is it to eavesdrop on completely authentic golden-hour conversations between hot model spouses?)
The other bottle is an additive-free blanco from Pure Brands, a U.S.-based investor-developer, named Not A Celebrity Tequila.

Casamigos founders Mike Meldman, George Clooney and Rande Gerber. (Casamigos) 


That a new tequila markets itself around what it is not should give you a hint of where we are these days. You can't swing a quiote without hitting a tequila brand that's owned, invested in or fronted by a celebrity (often the face of a multinational corporation). A by-no-means-comprehensive list includes Dwayne "The Rock" Johnson (Teremana), Kendall Jenner (818), LeBron James (Lobos 1707), Michael Jordan (Cincoro), Mark Wahlberg (Flecha Azul), Guy Fieri and Sammy Hagar (Santo, but Hagar also launched Cabo Wabo back in 1996).
"Having spent the last 4 years working in the tequila industry, it feels like every brand that has been released in that time has some sort of celebrity affiliation," Pure Brands founder Andrew Bushby said in an email. While Not A Celebrity Tequila's name is tongue-in-cheek, he hopes it has a more serious effect: encouraging more transparency within the industry, so consumers can make more educated decisions.
It's going to be an uphill climb. Though the small, four-digit NOM indicator on every bottle of tequila or mezcal allows savvy consumers to find out some information about its production, labeling regulations for agave spirits are complex and often opaque, even to those steeped in the industry.
The category is getting crowded. Especially since that billion-dollar Casamigos sale, there's been the booze equivalent of a Gold Rush.
"I'm honored to be known as the ones who helped grow the tequila category to what it is today," Gerber said, in a statement sent by the Casamigos PR team. "Many will learn that it takes time, dedication, most of all it takes authenticity and a really great product such as Casamigos and Casamigas to succeed."
Others have a different take. "Every celebrity pretty much since George Clooney has gone into not just mezcal or tequila, but any liquor, with dollar signs in their eyes," says Susan Coss, co-founder of Mezcalistas, a company dedicated to raising mezcal awareness in the United States. Celebrity marketing is so pervasive that nobody cares "if you're a celebrity and you start a vodka brand or a gin brand," she said. "But I think as soon as you start playing in waters that are cultural, that's where you get into trouble."
Consider the backlash when Kendall Jenner -- whose very Kardashianness guarantees an outpouring of love and hate for any project she might take on -- launched 818 tequila, naming a Mexican spirit after an L.A. county area code, with images of herself riding a horse through misty agave fields dressed in vaguely "Mexican" apparel.
More subtly and pervasively, I've lost track of how many tequila websites contain a first-person celebrity origin story that goes something like: "I fell in love with this wonderful, authentic Mexican spirit, the vibrant history and culture it comes from, so I made a version that is way better than what they've been making for centuries." The attraction to tequila may be sincere, but the marketing hook is baited with condescension.

Kendall Jenner using her 818 Tequila in a mixed drink. (Sophie Sahara/818 Tequila)



Bottles of 818 Tequila at a launch party hosted by Kendall Jenner in Dubai. (Jeff Spicer/Getty Images for Atlantis The Royal) 


If you distill it, will they come?
That's the question for so many spirit brands, and a famous face can provide visibility in an incredibly crowded space.
"But a lot of celebrities miss that tequila and mezcal is something that is truly embedded in the culture of Mexico," says Lucas Assis, former L.A. bartender and now a consultant and agave spirits educator. "It's not just a spirit. It's always more than just that."
When American celebrities become the face of a spirit made by Mexican farmers and distillers, when they benefit financially from a spirit made from a plant with deep roots and cultural significance in Mexico, it raises the question: Who defines tequila? Its makers, its drinkers - or its marketers?
Tequila's drinkers are disproportionately Americans. Since 2002, according to the Distilled Spirits Council of the United States, domestic tequila sales have grown by 180 percent; and the U.S. is still by far the biggest destination for tequila exports. Eighty-five percent of tequila is consumed in the U.S. and Mexico, with the U.S. vastly outpacing its southern neighbors, who actually make the tequila we drink.

A jimador cuts an agave plant to extract its pina in the city of Tequila, Mexico. (Ulises Ruiz/AFP/Getty Images)


American tastes have, for years, driven the evolution and marketing of agave spirits.
Worth billions, from a financial perspective tequila is a huge success story. It's also a story about how consumers can alter the very product they seek. "Tequila historically was really just another mezcal, a mezcal from the town of Tequila way back when. Already what we know as tequila today has been completely shaped by the American market and the American palate," says Chantal Martineau, author of "How the Gringos Stole Tequila."
By law, mezcal or tequila can be made only in Mexico. Both are made from the spiny succulent agave, but tequila can be made only with one of the hundreds of agave species - tequilana (blue Weber) - and only in specific parts of Mexico. Mezcal allows for a wider range of agave species and locations. Agave plants are harvested by skilled jimadors, trimmed down to their pinas -- imagine an enormous pineapple -- and then cooked, crushed, fermented and distilled.
For Mexico, tequila's explosive growth has been an economic boon, but it has also created tremendous pressures. Because blue Weber agave takes at least seven years to mature, as demand for the spirit has grown, some producers have sought to speed the process -- using more land for growing, harvesting immature plants, using more efficient industrial cooking processes.
While some tequilas are still made by traditional methods, many have become what agave geeks refer to as "agavodkas" -- industrialized versions that, for reasons of efficiency or cost, have been stripped of their essential character, often leaning on such additives as vanilla and glycerin to compensate.

Mark Wahlberg attends a Flecha Azul Tequila Memorial Day Weekend event in Las Vegas in 2023. (Gabe Ginsberg/Getty Images)



Cindy Crawford with her Casamigas tequila. (Stewart Shining/Casamigos)


Many of the tequilas fronted by American celebs land in this category. But the language on bottles can be a bewildering combination of flash and fact, making it hard to tell what you're getting. Casamigos hints at added flavoring, touting "notes of a smooth vanilla finish" on its label. Many brands with similar notes don't acknowledge any additives (and in aged tequilas, some vanilla notes come from barrel aging). But if you compare their flavors to a classic, truly additive-free tequila, your palate will tell you what's going on.
Plenty of celebrity tequilas that lean smoother and sweeter are beloved by consumers. And so what? If you like a tequila that tastes like vanilla-frosted birthday cake, what's the harm?
Maybe not much. But if millions of consumers believe that's what tequila is supposed to taste like, driving other brands to follow suit, tequila will move farther and farther from its roots.
It's not that celebrity-affiliated tequilas are never high-quality, says Bushby. The danger "is that a lot of the time the celebrity is not an expert ... Many tequilas on the market are much lower quality than advertised or priced, have been made with agave in various stages of ripeness and have been artificially flavored or manipulated ... to give the appearance of time and technique."
I've been struck by how many brands seem to want it both ways: They have the celebrity face on the bottle, their website, the events, but they do not want to be thought of us as a "celebrity tequila." Casamigos "was never a celebrity tequila," according to Gerber. "George just happened to be an actor." (It's a paradox: so many celebrities "making" tequila, yet none of them make celebrity tequila!)

An agave plantation in Tequila, Mexico. (Ulises Ruiz/AFP/Getty Images)


Beyond the question of whether celebrity tequilas are good lies a bigger question about their impact.
Celebrity marketing has helped push tequila's enormous growth, but the wealth has generally not made its way to the people doing the hard labor to make tequila, says David Suro Pinera, a tequila importer, activist and co-author of "Agave Spirits."
"I would love to have celebrities who actually share the profits," says Suro Pinera, who also founded Siembra Spirits. "But if you come down to the farms in Mexico and ask most of the jimadors or people at the distilleries if they really see any increase in income? The answer is going to be not really."
You can see this, he says, in the migration of jimadors leaving Mexico to seek a better living in the U.S., taking their skills with them. "If we don't take care of the people who take care of tequila, there will be nobody to take care of tequila," says Suro Pinera.
Many mezcal producers who have seen the path tequila has traveled want to protect mezcal -- not from success, but from its side effects: increased industrialization of artisanal production processes, overplanting, and overreliance on particular agave species, the latter of which is problematic from a sustainability standpoint and also reduces the spirit's incredible diversity and complexity. Celebrities sticking a toe into mezcal may find the water a little chillier.
Lupita Leyva, who used to work with the Mezcal Regulatory Council and now represents the Mezcal Ambassadors Project, recognizes that for mezcalero families, the opportunities of a celebrity partnership deal can be enormous. And she's seen examples of celebs who seem to be trying to do things in a way that gives back to the region. She has high hopes for Dos Hombres, the mezcal launched by "Breaking Bad" stars Bryan Cranston and Aaron Paul, who have spent time with the family making their liquor, introduced a water project in the community, and seem interested in agave sustainability.
But, she told me in an email, other times celebs fly down in a private jet, go to the distillery, "grab a copita with water instead of a spirit, simulate drinking and eating local food, take 200 pictures, leave and never come back. For them [it's] the same to own a tequila, vodka, whisky, panties, perfumes, blankets or some other brands," she said. "At what point is it OK to sell our heritage, our culture to some people who do not appreciate it?"

Santo, founded by Sammy Hagar, has gotten good reviews. (Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky The Washington Post)


"The fine, early aroma is off-dry and gently herbal, with a trace of honey backnote ... the aroma blossoms into a harmonious, integrated bouquet ... A classic distilled spirit that deserves your immediate attention," wrote spirits authority F. Paul Pacult in "Kindred Spirits 2." Five stars--his highest recommendation.
Sammy Hagar clearly likes tequila, but given the rep of celebrity tequilas, this review of his Cabo Wabo Reposado was unexpected. And I kept seeing begrudgingly positive reviews of Santo, his newer brand with Guy Fieri, on some sites where celebrity tequilas are generally excoriated.
Now 76, the former Van Halen frontman has been in the tequila game for nearly 30 years. Back in the '80s, like most Americans and maybe especially most rock stars, Hagar had mostly tasted cheap mixto tequilas (in which up to 49 percent of the spirit may be made from sugars not from agave, typically sugar cane).
"I was one of those guys who said, 'I can't drink tequila anymore,'" Hagar says. Then while furniture shopping in Mexico, friends took him to Tequila and encouraged him to try a batch made by a local family. "All of a sudden, I'm pouring water out of my Evian bottle and filling it up out of a barrel--these guys had about ten--and I taste it and I'm like, 'Oh my god.' I've never had tequila like this in my life. This was a pure 100% agave handmade tequila, from ripe agaves, eight or nine years old, that these guys generally kept for themselves," he says. "The light went on in my head."
I was struck by Hagar's sincere interest in the spirit, his unprompted voicing of the credos of serious agave people: Don't use additives. Most celebs are in it for an ego-driven cash grab. Celebrity brands are catering too much to young American consumers who want drinks that are sweet and smooth. Tequila shouldn't necessarily be smooth.
When he first worked with the Rivera family who made Cabo Wabo, he says, "I started with farmers that had donkeys and carts and they went out in those fields and got the agaves by hand, they had wood-burning ovens, they had one tank at the distillery, it was so small and they lived in little shacks. When I sold Cabo Wabo to Gruppo Campari, they all had beautiful mansions with swimming pools, they had trucks, and they had quadrupled [the size of] their distillery and they were very, very happy. They became millionaires."

Sammy Hagar at the CMT Music Awards in Austin on April 7. (Kaylee Greenlee Beal/Reuters)


Do you feel a little misty at the loss of a rustic, authentic, traditional Mexican process disappearing due to an influx of American rock-star capital?
Me too. But I'm not the beneficiary of said wealth. It's not my family's future. And one of the great complications of agave spirits is that what's "good" for sustainability, what's "good" for quality tequila, what's "good" for the preservation of traditional, artisanal processes and what's "good" for the financial security of the people making agave spirits are sometimes in tension.
In many ways, this is arguing about the barn door after the burro has fled. Agave spirits have already been transformed by foreign investments.
But celebrities who choose to wade in can use their clout by focusing on high-quality, authentic spirits that respect the tradition, being aware of the cultural context and ensuring that profits and glory are shared with the people who truly make the liquor.
Or they can go the other way. (Taylor Swift, if you're reading this, choose wisely.)
Agave spirits should compel consumers to ask themselves: Do I care only about what's in the bottle? Whose name and face are on it? Or about how it got there? Do I care if the people making it can afford health care or feed their families? Does it concern me if they're planting and harvesting agave sustainably?
Learning about all those factors, though, remains a challenge, and is more of an investment than most drinkers, aiming to grab a bottle for decent margaritas, are prepared to make. When I ask Suro Pinera if there are quick ways for someone standing in the tequila aisle to know whether they're buying a "good" brand, he laughs ruefully.
"This is the question of my whole career," he says.
Sammy Hagar is willing to advise. When I ask the Red Rocker for his tips for consumers wanting to make better choices in their purchases of agave spirits, he laughs, too. "Don't buy celebrity tequila," he says.
He doesn't mean his, of course. That's different.
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Parenting chat: My ex-husband disparages me and my partner to our kids
Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
By Meghan Leahy | 2024-04-25

(The Washington Post)


Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, who writes the parenting advice column for The Post takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
Join Meghan every other Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, for a live chat to answer questions from parents trying to raise kids of any age. Send us your question or dilemma and try to provide as much context as possible. They will answer as many submissions as they can during the hour-long chat. Some questions may turn into Meghan's column for The Post.
Stuck on what to ask? Here are a few good examples:
Submit your questions below. The box includes a space for your name, but providing it is optional. Questions may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Hungry? These are 5 of the best new food halls in the D.C. area.
Food halls continue to pop up all over the DMV. We tell you what to expect at five of the best new ones, including the Square, Water Park and Upside on Moore.
By Zoe Glasser | 2024-04-25

Patrons enjoy Water Bar's patio at the Water Park food hall. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


The food hall renaissance is still going strong in the D.C. area. It seems like every few months, another spacious and elegant building with exposed pipes and high ceilings is converted into the newest, freshest food hall in the region, slinging everything from tacos to tapas to tiramisu.
If you're new to the concept of food halls, they tend to be airy spaces that contain multiple small restaurants with relatively limited menus. Think a cafeteria, but higher-end and built for 9-to-5-ers. These spaces also tend to have at least one bar; communal seating areas; and other draws like pop-up events, flea markets and live music. In essence, they're meant to serve as a larger community gathering space rather than simply a restaurant that hands you your check after an hour and a half. It's hard to say with certainty what's sustaining the food hall boom -- maybe it's the return-to-office mandates or the popularity of Northeast's Union Market. Maybe it's simply the convenience of visiting five to 10 restaurants simultaneously, or the ability to meet your picky friend and not worry about whether they'll enjoy what's on the menu.
Here's what we do know: Each of these food halls, all of which opened in the past year, has a different vision, personality and energy cultivated by its unique combination of flavors.
Here's what to expect at each dining destination.
dcthesquare.com
Location: 1850 K St. NW.
Go for: Lunch, dinner or drinks with co-workers.
Before you visit, be warned: Chefs Richie Brandenburg and Ruben Garcia, the duo behind this Farragut North space, balk at calling the Square a food hall. That's because, unlike in traditional food hall models, all of its vendors share a central kitchen and source from the same suppliers, creating both a more environmentally sustainable model and a tighter-knit community among its cooks.
Its lineup includes several spots by its founders: Spanish-inspired booths Brasa and Jamon Jamon and full-service restaurant Casa Teresa are the brainchildren of Garcia, as well as an ode to his heritage, and sweet treatery Junge's is created by both Garcia and Brandenburg. Garcia's most recent addition is Tapas Bar, a bar-side section of Casa Teresa serving Spanish dishes that reflect his upbringing.

Brasa by chef Ruben Garcia in the Square food hall. (Zoe Glasser/The Washington Post)


The Square has its share of other notable names, too. Bidwell chef John Mooney's Yaocho dishes up Polynesian-fusion fried chicken, and former Sushi Nakazawa chef Masaaki Uchino's spot, Kiyomi Sushi by Uchi, offers a $100-per-person omakase, in case you can't swing the cost of a Michelin-starred restaurant. Other players include Taqueria Xochi and Flora Pizzeria, both of which arrived at the Square in the fall of 2023, as well as Venezuelan and Jamaican fusion Nativo Coffee Shop, which opened in March 2024.
The heart of the space is the appropriately named Atrium Bar, which offers cocktails with names like Radical Apathy and Interminable Brevity in addition to a list of beer and wine and its "free spirit" (read: zero-proof) drinks, all of which you can enjoy surrounded by ivy-coated walls and bathed in light pouring in through the glass ceiling.
If you'd rather dine elsewhere, the Square offers chef-curated trays of cured meats, wheels of Spanish cheeses and fridges full of spirits to go at Shoals Market. Order your ingredients through the Square's website for weekly pickup on Thursdays and Fridays; you can also order catering from Shoals.
But wait, there's more! The Square hosts a handful of regular pop-up events, including Shop! the Square, a monthly artisan market that runs from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Other recurring events include a musical "acoustic hour" every Tuesday from 5 to 7 p.m.
One of the Square's newest and beachiest features is Lost Island Vibes, a pop-up tiki bar by Owen Thomson, the mind behind the now-closed U Street oasis Archipelago. Lost Island Vibes slings tropical drinks like pina coladas and shareable mai tais (whose ingredients are listed as "rum and secrets" on the menu) every Saturday beginning at 4 p.m.
Price range: Meals tend to be between $14 and $30.
theheightsfoodhall.com
Location: 5406 Wisconsin Ave., Suite A, Chevy Chase, Md.
Go for: A casual date night.
Located in Friendship Heights, on the border of Maryland and D.C., the Heights' Instagram-chic food hall, which opened in December 2023, is dripping with photo ops: murals of umbrellas surrounded by rain, a neon sign of a drooling Homer Simpson, and a complete wall from which myriad faux flowers sprout in pink and white. The ceiling is crowned with massive white lettering that reads "The Heights Find Your Paradise," beginning at the front of the building and drawing you toward the back. It also offers outdoor seating on its wraparound porch for warmer days.
It's composed of eight stalls that trot the globe in addition to the Heights Bar, the Turncoat speakeasy and Urbano, a full-service Mexican restaurant with two other locations in Northern Virginia. Some familiar names include beloved Lebanese spot Yasmine and Indian street fare favorite DC Dosa, both originally in Union Market. These are joined by Northeast neighbors Supreme Barbeque and AunTea Boba, plus Pentagon Row's Mimi's Handmade Soft Serve. It also hosts four newcomers: Saoco, Doki Doki Sushi (by Kevin Tien of Moon Rabbit and partner Judy Beltrano), This Deli of Ours and Sky Lantern.
Though its upscale shopping-centric location has a reputation for being buttoned up, the Heights does its best to be youthful and carefree in its food offerings and decor. This includes its own stalls: This Deli of Ours's hulking sandwiches lend themselves to photos just as much as the star-bedecked mural on the opposite wall.

Patrons reflected in a mirror drink at Turncoat. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Looking for a change of scenery without leaving the Heights? Meet Turncoat, the food hall's signature speakeasy near the entrance to Urbano. Unlike many of the District's speakeasies, Turncoat is designed as an homage to the prohibition period: plush, relaxed, and complete with jazzy music and crab cake martinis. The showstopper here is the Clawfoot Tub, a cocktail served in a miniature bathtub with a bubbly pineapple foam topping.
Price range: Food typically costs $15 to $20, with some pricier exceptions.
nlwaterpark.com

Water Bar at Water Park in Arlington. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post))


Location: 1601 Crystal Dr., Arlington, Va.
Go for: Warm-weather weekends.
Water Park is part food court and part, well, park -- its grassy lawns and glassy buildings strike a modern balance between nature and architecture. This makes the space perfect for warm weather and clear skies, but an umbrella might prove useful if the clouds begin to converge, as there is limited space to take shelter during a spontaneous storm.
At the core of Water Park, proudly sporting its name atop a man-made waterfall, is Water Bar, the space's sit-down seafood restaurant and cocktail bar. Unlike the other restaurants at Water Park, Water Bar takes reservations -- if you secure one, you can sip its roster of cocktails (like the Nightfall, its play on an espresso martini that uses cold brew from neighbor Brij Coffeehouse) and slurp its selection of East Coast oysters.
The food court below, which sits just off Crystal Drive (home to Amazon HQ2 and a five-minute walk from the Crystal City Metro station), features plazas of metal dining tables connected by winding paths. Each of Water Park's 10 food stalls is housed in its own small, gray building outfitted with windows to place and pick up your order. Offerings include District-born spots Bubbie's Plant Burgers and Fizz, Dolci Gelati, and DC Dosa. PhoWheels and Cracked Eggery, which serve Vietnamese fusion and breakfast sandwiches, respectively, were conceived as food trucks before opening physical locations. (Cracked Eggery also has two storefronts in Cleveland Park and Shaw, while this is PhoWheels' first.) The outdoor food hall also represents Virginia's dining scene: It hosts Reston's Thai-fusion Tiki Thai, Arlington-based Crush Pizza and Wine, and Alexandria native Rahman "Rock" Harper's Queen Mother's fried chicken.
Here, the menus thrive on fusion. PhoWheels' roti tacos, for example, are stuffed with Vietnamese-style pork belly and cilantro. Falafel Inc. boasts that its za'atar-coated fries are among the best in D.C., and Tiki Thai offers Thai-style churros for dessert.
Price range: Most offerings are between $6 and $20.
moodswingsfoodhall.com

The graffiti-style mural by the entrance to Mood Swings. (Zoe Glasser/The Washington Post)


Location: 1625 First St. NW.
Go for: Dinner and drinks with friends.
Mood Swings' 26-year-old owner Taj Sohal's first restaurant, an Indian-fusion concept called Glassey, was inspired by the way her mother would fuse Indian and American food when she made dinner for the family, including chicken tikka burgers and butter chicken spaghetti. Restaurants are a family affair -- Sohal's mother was the lead chef at Glassey and is now co-owner of Mood Swings, which is not your typical sprawling food hall. It lives in the same matte black Truxton Circle rowhouse that Glassey did.
Mood Swings, though, is inspired by her mom in a different way: "It's an ongoing argument that me and her have had. Every time she's hungry, she has no idea what she wants to eat," Sohal says. "I always know what I want to eat. Like, I can tell you in exact detail what temperature I want it, and she never knows, and it would drive me absolutely crazy. I realized that this isn't exactly an exclusive argument that we're having -- I think that it's something that a lot of people deal with."
The appeal of Mood Swings comes from its ever-changing themed menu. Its opening in February saw it offer soul food; with March, April and warmer weather, the kitchen started churning out Mexican staples like tacos, quesadillas and four sides (our favorite was the esquites, a cheesy roasted corn dish that you can load onto a tortilla chip).
Once you've passed through its front door and walked up the stairs, you'll find the restaurant has only about five tables in its main dining room, plus bar seating, high-tops and outdoor seating near the entrance. Its exposed brick walls are decorated with a graffiti-inspired mural bearing the space's name in puffy airbrushed lettering, a tiny painting of the D.C. flag, and words like "drink" and "love!!!" surrounding images of peace signs and eyeballs.
Mood Swings' rainbow-bedecked space has just one "stall," which doubles as the bar, where you can order from its rotating menu. Though it changes monthly, you can always expect to see four cocktails, about six appetizers and sides, and a handful of mains. It's also worth noting that the kitchen produces only a set amount of food daily, so you may have to return the next day if it begins to bustle. Operating hours are from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., or whenever dishes sell out.
Price range: Dishes cost about $4 to $16.
upsideonmoore.com

Patrons gather at the bar at Upside on Moore in Rosslyn. (Upside on Moore)


Location: 1700 N. Moore St., Level M2, Arlington, Va.
Go for: A work-from-home day.
After opening in March, Rosslyn's Upside on Moore became the newest addition to the DMV food hall scene and part of a larger concerted effort to liven up the neighborhood. Located just down the street from the Rosslyn Metro station, on the second floor of the Rosslyn City Center building, Upside boasts eight mini-restaurants, two of which -- Lightning Coffee Co. and Lili's -- are exclusive to the space. You'll also recognize a handful of stalls from other locations: Trendy burger and sandwich joint Ghostburger's original location is in Shaw, Mexican restaurant La Michoacana hails from Brentwood, Md., Hawaiian-Philippine fusion spot Kam and 46 was originally a cult-classic food truck, and both Stellina Pizzeria and Laoban Dumplings (which, this time, is fused with owner Tim Ma's Arlington spot Lucky Dangr) have locations in Union Market.
Here, Kam and 46 is a highlight: Its Hawaiian loco moco, a sunny-side-up egg atop beef smothered with gravy, is available only at Upside and tastes as close as we've come thus far to the taste of Honolulu in the DMV. Its guava cake is also tasty -- refreshing and sweet, grounded in the fruit's floral notes.

The loco moco at Kam and 46's Upside on Moore location. (Upside on Moore)


At the far side of the space, decorated with tresses of faux leaves, is the Bar at Upside on Moore, whose cocktails are crafted by Elli Benchimol, the mixologist behind the high-end French cafe-slash-restaurant Apero in Georgetown. Sip your drink at the bar or at one of the many booths and tables bathed in pockets of sunlight by the floor-to-ceiling windows and sectioned off by glass partitions. Or, if it's warm, step outside onto the patio overlooking the shiny glass high-rises of Moore Street. Sophia, a separate bar in the space, will open in the future and also serve cocktails by Benchimol, alongside plates of charcuterie.
As at its predecessor the Assembly, you can order from stalls via QR codes on each table. Upside also features touch-screen ordering stations: The central ones at designated islands allow you to order to-go meals from any stall, and the ones at the counters allow you to order only from the stall they operate next to. Upside aims to attract remote workers and keep them there after hours with a bevy of activities, like a weekly trivia night, with proceeds benefiting the Arlington Food Assistance Center.
Price range: $10 to $20 per meal, with exceptions at Lightning Coffee Co.
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This spicy bucatini with crab is a restaurant dish worth making at home
Spicy tomato butter and jumbo lump crab add a little luxury to a weeknight recipe.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-04-25

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Do you ever wonder what your favorite chefs cook at home, when they're in their own kitchens, away from the chaos of the restaurant? Do dishes from their menus ever end up on their dining room tables?
Well, this recipe is an answer. It comes from Stephanie Dietz, who runs the Pink Dinghy in Virginia Beach, a delightful restaurant that has the kind of menu that makes me want to order one of everything. When I asked Stephanie whether she had a great weeknight recipe to share, she replied: "I'm thinking of this crab pasta that we make at the restaurant, and made at home the other night. It's so luxurious but also super easy and feels like a decadent treat for a weeknight."
I could not describe it better myself.
Get the recipe: Bucatini With Tomato Butter and Crab
I got on Zoom with Stephanie and her husband, Jon, so they could show me how they make it. First, they mixed softened butter with tomato paste, Calabrian chile paste and lemon zest to make a beautiful compound butter. Then, while they boiled bucatini in a big pot, they sauteed shallots, cherry tomatoes and garlic in olive oil, added lots of the fragrant butter, and finished the sauce with white wine and plenty of the starchy pasta cooking water. At the very end, they folded in a generous amount of fresh jumbo lump crab.
This is just how they make it in the restaurant, which makes a lot of sense when you're a chef preparing each bowl of pasta to order. At home, you can skip making the separate compound butter and just add all its ingredients to the skillet. (We home cooks don't have to worry about making sure multiple bowls taste consistent throughout the night. Plus, why wash a mixer if we don't have to?)
If you do want to make the compound butter, you can double or triple those ingredients to make a big batch, form it into a log, wrap it in plastic and store it in the freezer. (Using a stand or hand mixer, beat the softened butter with the tomato paste, Calabrian chile paste and lemon zest.) Cut off discs to slather on roast chicken right when it comes out of the oven, melt some in a skillet and throw grilled shrimp in it, or toast bread and spread it thickly with the butter and use that to make a delicious sandwich with mortadella. If Calabrian chile paste is a new ingredient in your kitchen, try using it anywhere you'd use sambal or hot sauce (and mix with mayo for a great sandwich spread).

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I digress. Back to the pasta. The silky, buttery sauce makes the bucatini just as decadent as the fresh crab. Which is to say, you can leave the crab out and still have a beautiful, rich pasta that happens to be vegetarian. If you're looking for seafood but want a lower price tag, you can substitute high-quality canned crab, fresh shrimp (rock shrimp work well here; stir them in right as the pasta meets the sauce so they cook in the few minutes it takes for the pasta to absorb the sauce), or serve with steamed mussels. Or go big and combine crab, shrimp and mussels for an extra-special mixed seafood pasta.
When I asked Stephanie whether any particular moment or place inspired this recipe, she knew the answer right away: It was the crab spaghetti once on the menu at Edo's Squid in Richmond, what she describes as a "no-frills, perfect Italian restaurant."
I love thinking of one chef sitting in another's restaurant, loving the food so much that she brings it home to her restaurant and now, through the generosity of sharing it here, brings it into our kitchens. I'll be making this tonight -- and I hope you'll join me.
Get the recipe: Bucatini With Tomato Butter and Crab
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Ask Sahaj: My mom won't vent her frustrations to my dad. So she dumps them on me.
A reader isn't sure what to do when they get upset after their mom vents her frustrations about her marriage.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-04-25

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: The way my parents speak to each other is sometimes difficult for me to see and hear. They had an arranged marriage and have been together for over 30 years. We come from a culture where family backgrounds mattered far more than compatibility in arranging a match.
My mother will sometimes share her frustrations with me, as she has expressed she cannot do that with my father. I feel upset after these conversations, especially because there is not much I can do to prevent or change the situation. I have been witness to this my entire life, and I've realized that playing peacemaker is a fruitless endeavor.
At this point, I'm focused on my own reactions. How can I better manage my own emotions after these encounters? Thank you in advance for your advice and for all that you do for the community.
-- In the Middle
In the Middle: You are in a painful and difficult position. Your mom depends on you, and you are an emotional support for her ... but at what cost? No matter how much you care, or want to make things better, you're right that you can't prevent or change the situation.
Right now, when your mom shares her feelings or your parents fight, you feel like you have to be of service in a specific way, or that it's your job to alleviate their pain. Interrogate why you've taken on this role. Think about how you can reposition yourself from fixer to listener. By consciously doing this, you will approach the conversations from a different head space. For example, if you tend to engage in a way that is asserting your opinion or trying to solve the problem for your mom, then you will get off the phone feeling more frustrated than if you engage as someone who can listen and be a sounding board.
Consider how you can prepare for these situations. This may be having more intention when you talk to your mom so you are in a good head space, or having boundaries for yourself around what times of day or how often you talk to her about this. You may even consider implementing a calming ritual -- like deep breathing, or closing your eyes and visualizing a shield around you to protect yourself -- before you spend time with your parents.
Be honest with yourself that you are triggered by your mom's venting to you and your parents' communication style. This will decrease the shock of the trigger, which can minimize the intensity of the feelings they bring up. This will also help you prepare, manage your expectations and practice mindful acceptance that you cannot change this situation.
The best way to "better manage" your emotions is simply by learning to identify, understand and process them. You have spent so much time internalizing your mom's feelings that I wonder if you have given space to your own. Take time -- after an incident, or more generally -- to really identify and process what you are feeling. For instance, you say you are feeling upset, but be more specific. Do you feel helpless? Exhausted? Something else? Acknowledge and name these feelings. You want to make room for them because ignoring or suppressing them can actually have negative consequences on your own mental health.
Because of cultural values, you may not choose to separate yourself from your mom, but you do want to separate your feelings from hers. This may sound harsh, but ask yourself: Will taking on my mom's frustration and pain help her at all? The answer is probably no. It may feel like it's helpful because the brain wants to find solutions, but in reality, it's only causing you more heartache and distress.
Be kind to yourself, and give yourself the space and time to really journal, talk through (with a friend or professional) and process how your parents' marriage and your mom's frustrations have affected you. How do they impact your own sense of self or your behaviors in other relationships? You want to understand your baseline of emotions so you can differentiate when you are absorbing your parent's. When acknowledging your feelings, you can ask yourself: Is this feeling mine, or my mom's? You can even visualize holding an emotion that isn't yours and putting it down somewhere else, to externalize it from your internal experience.
After conversations with your mom or time with your parents, you want to engage in post-care. This may look like having a funny video queued up, or running your hands through cold water, or blasting a song you love, to create some space from that interaction. Repeating affirmations to yourself after you speak to your mom can also help. These may sound like, "I am not responsible for fixing my parents' marriage. I love my mom and feel for her and I don't have to absorb her feelings as my own." These can help you ground in a reality that is more stabilizing while also allowing you to be there for your mom -- if you so choose.
Being empathetic and supportive of your mom does not mean forgoing your own wellness. You didn't ask for advice on how to set boundaries -- which I write about in detail here -- but I'd encourage you to consider if and how you can set some to give yourself the space you may need.
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Does your dog need more friends?
Every animal is different, but research shows that social companionship can have a major impact on a dog's health and lifespan.
By Kelly Conaboy | 2024-04-25
Afriend recently told me that she was worried her dog was lonely. He's the only dog in the house, and there isn't a park nearby where he can interact with other pups. "Does my dog need friends?" she asked. "Should I set him up on, like ... a doggy playdate?"
I had to admit I didn't have much experience with this particular anxiety. I live in a two-dog household now, but before living with my husband and his shepherd mix, my dog seemed unbothered by his canine solitude -- joyful in it, even. The kind of dog who preferred to sniff along the perimeter of the dog park rather than play within it. Still, social interaction is obviously important for human physical and mental health. Could it be the same for dogs? Should I have been more concerned?
"There's so much variation in what dogs might need," says Noah Snyder-Mackler, an associate professor at Arizona State University's school of life sciences. "Not all domestic dogs are necessarily better off or happier with other dogs." Still, according to the results of a study led by Snyder-Mackler, which was published last year, social companionship (both canine and human) has a major impact on a dog's health and life span.
The study, which was published in the journal Evolution, Medicine, and Public Health, surveyed the guardians of more than 21,000 dogs about various aspects of their pet's life -- whether they lived with another dog, their physical activity and health, among other things. The pet parents also provided information about themselves. The researchers used this data to determine five key factors that influence a dog's social environment: neighborhood stability, total household income, social time with adults and children, social time with animals and pet-parent age.
Out of these, social companionship from adult humans and other dogs was determined to have the largest positive impact on a dog's health as they aged. In fact, it was five times greater than any other factor considered. "Dogs are social animals," Snyder-Mackler says. "It is somewhat debilitating, and not good for their health and well being, to not have close social partners."
Snyder-Mackler was careful to note that the results of his study didn't necessarily mean that adopting a second dog would make your dog's life better or longer. (Though he shared that his wife, a psychology professor, did use the findings as an excuse to get a second dog.) He also notes that humans can be just as good (and for some dogs, better) social partners for their pets -- every animal is unique, and not all dogs enjoy the company of their peers. But what the results show clearly is that strong social companionship has an overall positive effect on a dog's health and well-being.
So how do you know if you're giving your dog the amount of companionship she needs? "When there's something that's missing from a dog's routine, we see this manifest in terms of 'misbehavior' or anxiety-related responses," says Zachary Silver, an assistant professor of psychology at Occidental College, where he's starting a dog cognition lab. "And it's not always obvious what the source of those might be." Though you should consult your vet if you're concerned about your dog's behavior, one potential reason for acting up could be a lack of social companionship, which Silver compares to a lack of appropriate exercise.
Like Snyder-Mackler, Silver notes that a dog's social needs can often be met by their human, particularly if that human is spending a good amount of dedicated one-on-one time with them. But for dogs who get along well with other pups, he says that's kind of like a toddler only hanging out with his parents, versus playing with other kids his age. For some pups, other dogs can offer intraspecies companionship and play behaviors that humans just can't replicate.
This leaves guardians of companionship-craving solo dogs with a predicament: how do you facilitate canine play sessions? You could visit dog parks, but all that unleashed romping can be intimidating for some pups, plus there's no real way to ensure your dog's safety. An alternative, says Silver, could be setting up safe and controlled doggy playdates with a friend or family member -- the exact kind my friend was curious about. Going for a walk with a friend and their dog could also have a positive impact, or taking a joint hike.
If those options aren't available, set aside a bit more time to interact with your dog yourself. "There's all kinds of ways that you can give your dog the types of experiences that they need to be happy," Silver says. "And for some people, that might exist outside the scope of direct interactions with other animals." Other ways of providing companionship and cognitive enrichment include taking long, sniff-filled walks, engaging in training sessions, or just playing throughout the day. The key is make sure it happens regularly enough that your dog's daily needs are met.
While I think my slightly introverted dog is still most at peace when sniffing solo, or when he has my undivided attention, I do catch glimpses of him opening up more fully around his canine stepbrother. He follows him dutifully on hikes, with a bit more bravery than he'd possess alone, and tends to want to play longer outdoors when his stepbrother is with him. While I'd describe their relationship more as roommates than friends, I can tell my dog is better off for it. I'm glad they have each other.
Kelly Conaboy is a writer in New York who covers dogs, culture and dog culture.
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Miss Manners: I interrupted one conversation for another
Letter writer interrupted one conversation for another conversation and feels bad.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-04-25
Dear Miss Manners: During a casual conversation with a co-worker in the break room, another colleague entered in a hurry. We often share friendly banter about a sports team, and a significant event had occurred with the team the night before.
Wanting to make a quick comment to the second co-worker, I excused myself from the first. However, what I thought would be a brief exchange turned into a longer conversation about sports and unrelated work matters, inadvertently leaving the first co-worker out of the conversation.
I did return to them after my conversation ended, offering a sincere apology, which they graciously accepted. I certainly could have chosen not to interrupt my initial conversation in the first place, but was there anything else I could have done to be less rude in this situation?
Yes, but let Miss Manners know when she has your attention.
It appears that you were the initiator at every stage, so there were plenty of options. You could, as you said, have continued the first conversation. You could have limited the second conversation, as initially intended. When the second conversation ran long, you could have apologized and ended it. You could have ended both conversations and started a third.
Or, now, here's a thought: You could have apologized to everyone and gone back to work.
Dear Miss Manners: Have manners changed as to when someone can begin eating their meal? I grew up in a household that believed no one starts eating until everyone is served. My daughter-in-law thinks that if you are served a hot meal, you are allowed to begin eating it right away.
What one believes and what is proper are not always the same. The rule has not changed, but Miss Manners trusts that you will teach this to your daughter-in-law with your behavior, not by rudely correcting her manners.
Dear Miss Manners: I invite my mother to join my family for lunch every Saturday. Occasionally, I will invite other guests as well. One weekend, I had invited another family: four people whom my mother had met a few times before. When my mother arrived, I said to the family, "Emily and George, Jane and David, you remember my mom. Mom, you remember Emily and George, Jane and David."
To this, my mother said she remembered, and wasn't "losing it" yet. Is there a better way to remind people of names, in case they've forgotten? Or is it my mistake in thinking one may have forgotten? Should I assume guests recall each others' names and leave it up to them?
What would be a better way of reminding people of names? Substituting the wrong ones to see if anyone notices?
Miss Manners suggests you tell your mother you were not implying that she was becoming forgetful -- privately in the kitchen, the first time she suggests you were, but in front of the guests if she does it again.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Can one spouse tell another to stop traveling so much for work?
Husband's work travel has increased, and this letter writer is burned out from carrying home, business and kids solo.

By Carolyn Hax | 2024-04-25

(Nick Galifianakis/Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Hi, Carolyn: I'm writing this as I manage a level of exhaustion and frustration I haven't felt in a while. (Yes, I'm already reaching out to a therapist because it's scary.) What right do I have to tell my husband to travel less for work? He used to have a two-nights-every-other-week routine that we, as a family, managed fairly okay (tiring but okay). But now it has become a weekly routine of two to four nights a week where I am left alone with both kids, 7 and 10. I also have my own job -- I own my business, flexible but SUPER stressful -- after-school activities, etc.
When he travels, I can't work out, which makes me SO happy; don't have backup for anything, from taking a breather to being late, to socializing with my friends; the house becomes kind of unmanageable; and, yes, the kids and I miss him a lot. The whole vibe of the home is off.
I get it that all spouses in all marriages deal with it just fine, but it doesn't make ME happy. At all. Everything about me worsens -- food intake, insomnia, moodiness, stress, etc.
Do I have the right to tell him not to travel as much? Most of my friends (moms) in the same field don't travel remotely as much. Heck, I'm in the same field, and I don't work past 4:15 p.m., because someone needs to be home with the kids after school. Can one spouse say, "No, you don't get to do that for your career"?
-- Exhausted
Exhausted: "All spouses in all marriages" aren't relevant.
Your marriage is: Why is it all tell-tell-"No, you don't"? Did you (or he) skip the part where you started a conversation?: "I'm losing it here, the extra travel is overwhelming to me, so I would like us to talk seriously about other possibilities."
If you haven't said it that way yet, then do so right away. Inviting your partner into the solution is so much better, so much happier and more effective for the marriage, than saying, "Do this."
If you already tried that and he didn't take you seriously, then there's your opening: "I said to you, very clearly, that I am not doing well with this arrangement, and you didn't take me seriously. So now on top of feeling overwhelmed, I feel dismissed. Please take this seriously -- it is starting to scare me how tired and frustrated I am, and since it is your home and family, too, you belong in the discussion about what needs to change."
I don't know how much of this is in your husband's control, short of getting a new job -- which is possible, too, but also a bigger ask with a longer lead time and a steeper learning curve, plus a bunch of other unknowns. So you might need an interim solution while you work toward lasting ones.
In fact, the interim solutions might add up to a more workable household: Hiring household help, delegating more weekend responsibilities to him, carpooling and setting dedicated workout times (because you've hired out/delegated/carpooled your way to more free time) in combination can be enough to restore some equilibrium. But it's not happening if you don't get it started together.
As always, if he resists even this conversation, then your stress has a marital source bigger than his travel schedule and probably belongs in a couples' therapist's office. But let's hope it doesn't come to that.
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Ask Amy: Sister-in-law badmouths my late, difficult mother
Sister-in-law is upset letter writer asked her to stop venting about her late mother-in-law.
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-04-25
Dear Amy: Have I been gaslighted?
My mother was a difficult person. She was often not nice to my sister-in-law. I admired my SIL for taking the high road and for being respectful toward my mother, and I told her so many times.
I bumped heads big time with my mother, too, but had a good last six years when she moved near me and dementia mellowed her out. My mother died five years ago and my sister-in-law reminds me often of how awful she was (my brother has no fond memories of childhood, and lets his wife do the talking).
The last time my SIL brought this up, I stopped her and said that although her experiences are valid, this is my mother and she is dead now, and I find it offensive to keep hearing about it. I validated her feelings and told her again how much I admired her.
Initially she apologized, but afterward apparently she decided that I was wrong. She is now quite angry with me, and said she prefers to work through this in therapy. After I tried to reach out, she says she doesn't want to talk about it.
I care for her and I like her, my brother and their children, but I'm upset about this. I feel like making me the bad guy here is gaslighting. What do you think?
-- Gaslit?
Gaslit?: I think this only qualifies as gaslighting if you actually believe that you're the "bad guy." You don't believe this, because you aren't. The only thing I think you might have done differently would be if you had altered your own wording when responding.
Instead of saying that your sister-in-law's remarks about your mother were "offensive," you might have said how this made you feel: i.e. "Now that mom is gone, I feel so sad continuing to hear about how awful she was to you."
I believe that speaking the truth about abuse or toxic behavior of family members (even after they have died) is valid and can be helpful -- even if it brings up painful feelings. Doing so can help people resolve the sometimes impossible duality of being the child of an abusive person.
Your mother treated people badly. And yet, she was still your mother. For your sister-in-law, talking this through in therapy (instead of with you) is exactly what she should be doing. A skilled therapist will help her to figure out who the "bad guy" is and should lead her not to punish you for your mother's sins.
You have been extremely kind and gracious to her in the past, and I hope you will continue. You also have every right to hold your own good memories of your mother; it sounds like you are lucky to have them.
Dear Amy: My boyfriend and I are in our late-teens and we recently learned that I am pregnant. We have a lot to deal with but we are doing our best to handle this situation that neither of us really feel ready for. We both have great families and they are supportive.
We saw my boyfriend's sister last weekend, and she told me that she wants to go with us to our doctor appointment so that when we learn the gender of our child she can then host a "gender reveal" party. (She is married and has a child.)
I know that some parents do this, but I don't think I want to do it. Should she come with us to the appointment? Should we let her do this?
-- Nervous
Nervous: No -- and no. You and the baby's father should go to these appointments. If you would like more support at an appointment, you could invite her or another family member, but this invitation should come from you -- not the other way around.
Establishing respectful boundaries can be a tough job. But this is the beginning of your life as parents, and you have the right and responsibility to develop good boundaries and good judgment about what you believe is best for you and your child.
Dear Amy: "Wondering" asked if her husband should incentivize his adult daughters to lose weight. I can tell you from experience that he should stay out of it. Why? It's none of his business.
My father was obsessed with my weight during my entire life and brought it up whenever he saw me. After he died, I lost 40 pounds.
-- Survivor
Survivor: Obesity is a condition which is extremely resistant to badgering.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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My ex wants me back after marrying someone else. Hax readers give advice.
He said he wasn't ready for marriage then showed up married to someone else six months later. Now, he's asking the letter writer for another chance.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-04-24

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I dated my ex-boyfriend "Eric" from the age of 23 to 28. I broke up with him when I asked about marriage and he said he wasn't ready for it. He took a temporary assignment abroad for six months and came back married. I was devastated but did my best to forget him.
Eric showed up at my apartment recently and asked to talk to me. He said he made a big mistake, the marriage was a disaster and they separated after less than five months. He said he got caught up in a whirlwind romance and lost his head. He knew it was a mistake immediately and wished he had married me. As soon as his divorce is final, he wants to marry me.
Is it crazy that I'm considering saying yes? He is the love of my life, and I haven't met anyone else that I fit with like him. He even bought me a beautiful, vintage ruby ring -- just what I would have picked. I feel like I have nothing to lose by giving it a shot. However, people are telling me that he needs to take a breather between marriages, and I'd be crazy to go through with it. Is it so crazy to take a leap of faith with the man I still love?
-- Comeback Story
Comeback Story: Wait he bought you an engagement ring while he's still married?! Oh, no no no. Before we get to him, though, you need to think about you: Why are you willing to become reinvolved with someone who goes abroad, comes back married, and immediately professes his love to someone else? What would you say to a friend who was considering dating a man who was still married?
Please do not accept this ring now -- or in the near future. You both need to work on this relationship. I agree with your friends that jumping from one marriage into another is not a good idea. Until you can both understand why he "wasn't ready" with you before, and what's to prevent him getting "caught up in a whirlwind romance and losing his head" again, you're not ready to be engaged.
-- Stop
Comeback Story: It's not crazy -- it's romantic. How many of us actually get to have a second chance with someone we loved and lost? The in-progress separation, the presentation of a ring, and the heartfelt in-person confession indicate that he's serious and not just weighing his options. Contrast these actions with those of a prodigal ex who was still married but "talking about" divorce, shipped you a doodad from Temu, and slipped into your DMs to test the waters.
You were together five years, which is a substantial amount of time to know someone's heart -- and I presume his finalized divorce and your wedding are not happening at the courthouse on the same day. In that case, take the leap of faith. Don't kibosh this opportunity and wonder, "What if?" Say yes, wear that vintage ruby ring with joy, and use the engagement period (short or long!) as the time when you -- not those "people who are telling you" -- can dispel any lingering doubts. Congratulations on getting a chance at an epic comeback story!
-- Been There in Oak Park
Comeback Story: He isn't the same man he was when you were together. He's been through one major life change (marriage) and is about to go through another (divorce). You've likely been through your own changes and aren't quite the same person either.
You need to treat him like he's someone new or like it's a new relationship with an old friend you haven't spent time with in years. Go back to dating and just hanging out before making any sort of decision about living together or marriage. Get to know each other again. Also, if you haven't dated other people in the time since the original breakup, consider insisting that the first month or two of dating be nonexclusive for both of you. Talk this out with him and consider couples counseling. Also, regardless of what happens in the short term, I'd suggest you get solo therapy. If he truly wants to marry you, then he'll be willing to work on the relationship first and worry about marriage later.
If he insists the only options are to get married immediately after his divorce or not get back together at all, then what he's looking for is a wife, any wife, and you're his easiest option.
-- Fresh Start
Comeback Story: There's nothing wrong with taking a leap of faith, but it helps to know if it's your ego or your soul that's cheering you on. Your ego just wants an immediate "win" that makes you look good; ideally now, so you don't actually have to wait (or work) for it. Your soul wants what's best for you and is willing to put in the work to get you there.
Time helps you differentiate between your ego and your soul ... so please do the adult thing and pull the brakes on Eric's impulsivity train for everyone's sake. If you are meant to be, then this time will ensure you're laying a good foundation for the rest of your marriage. All marriages have conflict and problems to solve, so practicing patience in the face of discomfort is a great way to build long-term resilience, which will help you both grow as individuals and as a couple. Good luck on the journey, I'm rooting for y'all!
-- SolGlo
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: Are cooked chicken thighs that show 'blood' safe to eat?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-04-25

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Bonnie S. Benwick for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Here are some questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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6 kid-friendly, vegetable-packed recipes for picky eaters
Bulk up enchiladas or mac and cheese with a generous helping of vegetables for dishes even the pickiest eaters will love.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-04-24
Despite my appetite for new cuisines and flavors, I used to be a very picky eater. My ideal diet consisted of mainly simple carbs and cheese (okay, maybe that part hasn't changed). Dinnertime was a battle, often ending in me indignantly sitting at the table, refusing to finish what was on my plate. One of the methods that somewhat reliably got me to pick up the fork, though, was adding in vegetables and other no-go foods to dishes I already loved.
We've picked out a few kid-friendly classics that incorporate good-for-you ingredients while still maintaining the qualities that make them so universally appealing. Dishes like macaroni and cheese, burgers and quesadillas all transform into vessels for vegetables -- a win-win all around. For even more meals that the little ones in your life will love, check out our archives of more than 10,000 tested recipes.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


These cheesy enchiladas are stuffed with good-for-you ingredients such as pumpkin, corn and spinach. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Marie Ostrosky for The Washington Post)


Enjoy the creamy, cheesy flavors of macaroni and cheese with a bonus serving of greens, including leeks, broccolini and spinach. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


These Korean vegetable pancakes are an excellent way to use up any vegetables that have been lingering in your freezer. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This tomato soup is comfort in a bowl. It features coconut milk, pumpkin puree and spices, adding additional nutrients and flavor. You can even make an Air Fryer Grilled Cheese for dunking. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Diana Jeffra for The Washington Post)


These flavorful, juicy broccoli-chicken patties are good enough to eat on their own, but stacking them on buns with onion, lettuce and tomato adds even more veggie power to the meal. Get the recipe.

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


The next time you're making quesadillas, sneak in some corn and black beans. Besides providing an extra crunch, they also add a healthful twist on the dish. Get the recipe.
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Baked fish sticks are a healthful way to channel a childhood favorite
These baked fish sticks are delightfully crispy, and work well in the air fryer, too.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-04-24

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I have the happiest memories of eating fish sticks as a child. They were one of the few frozen prepared foods my parents would buy, and they felt like a special occasion. I loved that I could eat them with my fingers, dunking them in ketchup like french fries. They tasted even better on the rare evenings I got to have them for dinner on a folding tray in the living room while watching television.
Hungry for that carefree eating experience, I recently considered a package of frozen fish sticks at the grocery store. I have to admit, I was pleasantly surprised at the simplicity of their ingredients -- just fish, oil and breadcrumbs. But knowing how easy they are to whip up, how much fresher tasting and more flavorful they can be when homemade, and how I prefer them baked rather than fried, as the packaged versions typically are, I decided to pick up the ingredients to make my own.
Get the recipe: Baked Fish Sticks With Tartar Sauce
Any firm white fish makes good fish sticks, so I went for the best-looking, most economical fillets at the store. That turned out to be haddock on this particular visit, but cod, scrod, pollock, tilapia or halibut would all work well.
My trick for achieving a beautifully browned, crunchy coating without risking overcooking the fish, is to toast the breadcrumbs first. So, I tossed some panko with olive oil, spread it evenly on a sheet pan and popped it in the oven for a few minutes until it took on a nice, golden-brown color. To layer in more flavor, I seasoned those breadcrumbs with paprika, garlic, salt and pepper, and beat a bit of Dijon mustard into a couple of eggs.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Then I got to dipping -- first in some flour, then the egg mixture and, finally, the seasoned breadcrumbs. The batons of coated fish went back on the same sheet pan and into the oven.
While the fish baked, I whipped up a quick, better-for-you tartar sauce by stirring yogurt and a little mayonnaise with chopped sour pickle and scallion. You could swap in capers for the pickle, and chives or onion for the scallion if you'd like. (I have outgrown ketchup with my fish sticks, but no judgment if you prefer that instead.)
After 10 minutes the fish came out with a crunchy exterior and the most tender, flaky interior. Dipped in the creamy, tangy tartar sauce, they hit the spot just as I had hoped. And yes, I indulged my nostalgia further by eating them while watching my favorite show.
Get the recipe: Baked Fish Sticks With Tartar Sauce
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Countertenor Anthony Roth Costanzo takes charge at Opera Philadelphia
Opera Philadelphia names countertenor Anthony Roth Costanzo as its seventh general director. 
By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2024-04-25

Countertenor Anthony Roth Costanzo, new general director and president of Opera Philadelphia. (Matthew Placek)


On Thursday morning, Opera Philadelphia announced the appointment of opera star Anthony Roth Costanzo to be the company's seventh general director and president. The 41-year-old singer will succeed outgoing general director David B. Devan, who announced his retirement last August, concluding his 18-year tenure with Opera Philadelphia (with 13 as director) at the end of May.
The unconventional appointment of Costanzo -- a countertenor arguably at the height of an active, wide-ranging singing career -- is a bold move that comes during a particularly challenging period for the company as it approaches its 50th anniversary season. Last year, Opera Philadelphia faced $2 million in budget cuts, leading to a 16 percent reduction of personnel and throwing the future of the company's annual Festival O into question.
Costanzo was the unanimous selection by the Opera Philadelphia board, which set about its search in earnest in December of 2023. In a phone interview, search committee chair David Ferguson said the company had no explicit goal to install a working artist as president -- let alone one with as active a schedule as Costanzo.
"It was just his brilliance, the strength of his ideas, his acumen, his deep knowledge of the history of the art form and its present challenges," Ferguson says. "We just thought it was a perfect time for a bold move."
Costanzo has deep roots with the Opera Philadelphia, making his first appearance onstage at the Music Academy as a shepherd boy in a 1996 production of "Tosca" -- alongside Luciano Pavarotti.
"I found myself behind the curtain on opening night," Costanzo tells me by phone from New York, where he is in rehearsals for the Metropolitan Opera's forthcoming production of Gluck's "Orfeo ed Euridice."

Anthony Roth Costanzo, new general director and president of Opera Philadelphia, with Luciano Pavarotti in1996. (Courtesy Anthony Roth Costanzo)


"Everyone else had taken their bow, and Pavarotti was the last one to go on, and he gestured to me to take his hand. I went out onstage with him and heard the audience roar. At that moment, I realized he had single-handedly brought this audience to opera and to the opera house, and how great his impact was. To imagine that I'm going to go back to that place and do the same thing, but in my own way, is really thrilling."
Costanzo also has previous experience with the company as a producer. At the 2018 Festival O, he premiered "Glass Handel," an ambitious large-scale presentation that intertwined the music of Handel and Philip Glass into an immersive multimedia performance. (Costanzo would go on to deliver a breakthrough performance in the title role of Glass's "Akhnaten" at the Met the following year.)
In 2022, Opera Philadelphia built a fundraising event around "Only an Octave Apart," Costanzo's ebullient exploration (with singer Justin Vivian Bond) of the love affair between cabaret and opera.
In advance of his turn in "Orfeo ed Euridice," Costanzo is also producing a companion series of interdisciplinary performance programs titled "Myths" in collaboration with institutions including the National Black Theatre and the Morgan Library.
"I certainly feel like what's unprecedented is a singer in their prime not sunsetting and taking on a leadership role," Costanzo says. "But the reality is -- and those who know me know that is true -- there have been two me's for a long time."
For his new role at Opera Philadelphia, Costanzo's focus will be on raising funds, developing "collaborations that take us outside of the walls of the opera house" and gaining a clearer view of how best to serve a promising surge of younger audience members (and their vastly differing purchasing habits).
But the singer says he's most excited about the opportunity to have a team to help carry out ambitious artistic plans -- an ensemble cast rather than a one-man show.
"I'm excited not only to continue singing with my voice," he says, "but to be able to sing with many voices."
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The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
This weekend brings outdoor markets, museum open houses, a cocktail festival and a neighborhood multi-block party with performances by almost 300 musicians.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-04-25
Ever wish you could be in two (or four) places at once? The next few weeks are full of FOMO, the fear of missing out. On Saturday alone, you've got hundreds of bands playing outdoors at Petworth PorchFest, seven D.C. museums offering special activities during Do the Loop day, DJs spinning dance music during Project Glow, the D.C. Cocktail Festival, a screening of "The Lord of the Rings" inside the National Building Museum, and cultural festivals from Purcellville to Suitland. On the same day, families can celebrate the reopening of the Glen Echo carousel with an afternoon of activities, or visit the D.C. Public Library's book festival for young readers. Speaking of books, it's also Independent Bookstore Day. Tough choices will have to be made, but at least you know some of your options.
It's Your Mug 30th Anniversary at the Kennedy Center
In the mid-1990s, a Georgetown coffeehouse called It's Your Mug was the epicenter of Washington's poetry scene: It was, according to a 1997 Washington Post story, "the hallmark for New Age Black poetry in Washington and the place where [poet and host Toni Asante] Lightfoot single-handedly popularized the open mic." Diverse groups of writers read everything from works in progress to erotica. When the two-level coffee shop closed, Lightfoot and poets dispersed back to bars and cafes on U Street, such as Mango's, but It's Your Mug's influence hasn't diminished. To mark its 30th anniversary, Lightfoot and a number of the open mic's regulars are gathering at the Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage, including performance artist Holly Bass, rapper and educator Toni Blackman, and Words Beats and Life's Director of Poetry Patrick Washington, for an evening of lyricism accompanied by live jazz. 6 p.m. Free.
Spirit Week at Other Half
Dressing up in themed outfits, chalking up sidewalks, decorating hallways: Spirit week is a staple of high school life -- and now a brewery in Ivy City. Other Half is hosting Spirit Week at all seven of its locations, including D.C., with new beers and different discounts for participating each day. Start Thursday with Decade Day, which offers 10 percent off for those dressed in outfits from a different decade. Friday's Twin Day means buy one, get one free pints for two people in matching outfits. Throw on an old Other Half T-shirt for $4 off flights on Saturday's OHB Spirit Day, and get a $5 pint of hazy Varsity Greens IPA for wearing any sports jersey on Sunday. Through Sunday. Free admission.
Taylor Swift Trivia at Honor Brewing
Honor's Sterling taproom and production facility hosts a monthly themed trivia night, and this month is all about Taylor Swift. Prizes are awarded for the top three teams. Arrive early for happy hour, which includes $10 flights, $5 wines and $1 off pints. 7 p.m. Free.
Georgetown French Market
If a trip to Paris isn't in the cards this spring, the Georgetown French Market should be on any Francophile's calendar. This annual sidewalk sale happens on Wisconsin Avenue NW between O Street and Reservoir Road, and up and down the surrounding streets, with more than 40 local businesses participating in the fun. Browse pop-up outdoor book sales, take 10 percent off French wine at Bacchus Wine Cellar, get a grilled merguez sausage from Patisserie Poupon, and listen to live music or watch street performers, including a mime and a unicyclist. Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Spring Open Doors at Spanish Cultural Center
Explore the latest indoor and outdoor art installations at the Beaux-Arts mansion that used to house the Spanish ambassadors. Inside, you'll find "SPAINfographics," which details the relationship between Spain and the United States through the work of infographic artists, and "Not Your Regular Wall," an returning exhibit that, in this edition, is inspired by Spanish scientist Santiago Ramon y Cajal. Outside, one exhibit re-creates iconic photos of male leaders with images of women, and another explores the idea of "returning to the outside world." Note that a reservation does not guarantee admission. Friday from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Saturday and Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free.
Petworth PorchFest
All the neighborhood is a stage in Petworth this weekend. More than 100 hosts open their porches, stoops and front lawns to almost 300 musical acts between 2 and 6 p.m. Some you might have heard of, such as the jazz-punk fusion of the Messthetics, the lush pop of Ari Voxx or the groovy synth-pop of Wrizzards. Many of them you have not. But that's missing the point of this massive festival, which stretches almost two miles from north to south but still feels like a block party. The main stage, which hosts music from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Petworth Recreation Center, is a handy starting point, but the best part is meeting up with friends and following your ears through the streets, where you'll hear jazz, hip-hop duos, bluegrass pickers, mariachis, DJs spinning house and dad bands knocking out classic rock covers. If one address is too crowded or you lose interest, there's another show around the corner (or sometimes just a few houses away). Bring a hat, because you'll spend a lot of time standing on the sidewalk, and pack food and drinks. 2 to 8 p.m. Free.
Do the Loop
When most folks talk about museum hopping in D.C., they're referring to visiting multiple Smithsonians on the Mall, or maybe browsing the galleries and historic houses near Dupont Circle. There's a much more ambitious schedule at the second Do the Loop day, which brings together seven institutions west of Rock Creek, including the Kreeger Museum in Foxhall, American University Museum at the Katzen Arts Center in Tenleytown and Dumbarton Oaks in Georgetown. (The Jackson Art Center, Addison/Ripley Fine Art, Georgetown University Art Galleries and Klagsbrun Studios, which are also participating, are clustered near one another in Georgetown.) Each location offers something different: tours of Dumbarton's gardens and museum; sculpture garden tours and food trucks at the Kreeger; guided gallery tours with journalist and artist Bob Schieffer at Katzen. Scavenger hunts and hands-on activities for children are offered throughout the day. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., though individual location hours vary. Free.
Carousel Day at Glen Echo Park
Saturday is an exciting day for children of all ages: Glen Echo Park's 103-year-old Dentzel Carousel opens for yet another season. Riders can claim their favorite animal -- a galloping ostrich, bounding hare, majestic lion -- while the gorgeously restored carousel spins to the waltzing tunes of a 1926 Wurlitzer band organ. Each trip is $2, making a $5 unlimited day pass a great deal. But there's more to do than go up and down, around and around: The day's activities include free music and dance performances, hands-on crafts, dance classes, and open art studios. (Some events in the park that day, such as performances of "Alice in Wonderland" at the Puppet Co., charge a fee.) 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission; carousel rides $2 each or $5 for an all-day pass.
Project Glow at the RFK Festival Grounds
The third annual Project Glow turns the grounds around the abandoned RFK Stadium into an EDM wonderland. Performances from Chicago house legend Derrick Carter, dance-pop hitmaker Zedd, and creative back-to-back pairings like upstart Acraze and genre-hopper Wax Motif should keep the rave going, as will sets by DMV favorites including Baronhawk Poitier, Mathias, Thablackgod and others. Let's hope the weather prevents DJs from shaking the windows of residents miles away. Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 11 p.m. $109-$279.
Independent Bookstore Day
The American Booksellers Association is celebrating its 11th Independent Bookstore Day, which means discounts, parties and more for D.C.-area book fans. Kramers in Dupont Circle has two promotions: Find a golden ticket hidden in the store for a 20 percent discount, or get a free "blind date with a book" for every $75 spent (8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free). East City Bookshop on Capitol Hill (which is also celebrating its eighth anniversary) is offering 10, 20 and 30 percent discounts at random throughout the day, plus chances to win a curated tote of advanced reader copies or a year of free audiobooks (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free). If choosing only one store to spend your Independent Bookstore Day perusing is just too much pressure, consider joining the D.C. Bookstore Crawl, where hitting five out of 19 locations will get you a prize -- or hit all 19 to enter a raffle for a grand prize. Stops include Big Planet Comics, Lost City Books, Politics and Prose, and the Potter's House (10 a.m. Saturday to 8 p.m. Sunday. Free).
D.C. Cocktail Festival at Union Market
Bartenders from popular D.C. bars and restaurants like Compass Rose, Bar Chinois, the Doyle and the Wells come together to pour drinks at the D.C. Cocktail Festival, held at Union Market's event space Dock 5. Tickets offer the chance to taste samples of all 15 cocktails, so pace yourself accordingly. This day-drinking event is divided into two sessions: The first begins at noon for VIP ticket holders and 1 p.m. for general admission, with the party ending at 3 p.m. The second session begins at 3:30 p.m. for VIP and 4 p.m. for general admission, and ends at 6:30. Noon to 6:30 p.m. $39-$59.
Plant sale at the National Arboretum
Find the perfect perennial or just pick up pots and planters at the annual plant sale hosted by the Friends of the National Arboretum. Because this is the National Arboretum, the selection can be more impressive than at other garden events around town. (Check out the website for the exact list of flowers, shrubs, succulents, conifers and other plants available for purchase.) But there's more to do than stock up your yard: Take a class on the role of raised beds in urban gardens; visit the ARTboretum for family activities, such as face painting and games; and browse the vendor village tables, full of garden supplies, fine art, clothing and jewelry from local makers. Food trucks and local companies are on hand with refreshments. The plant sale tent is members-only until 11 a.m., but other activities are open to the public during that time. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free; pay-what-you-can for the gardening class.
Maryland Day at the University of Maryland
Throughout the Free State, March 25 is celebrated as Maryland Day, which commemorates the arrival of English colonists in 1634. But in College Park, Maryland Day is something else: a celebration of the state's flagship university, when the campus opens its doors to the surrounding community, alumni or not. There are more than 400 activities taking place, from the football team's spring game to an insect petting zoo. ("Imagine tarantulas, exotic insects, scorpions, bees and millipedes longer than your hand for you to look at and touch.") Try making 3D art, conduct surgery with robots, listen to musical performances, explore rare books or sample ice cream from the Maryland Dairy. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Reopening of the Metropolitan Beer Trail
The ever-popular bar-and-brewery crawl along the Metropolitan Branch Trail officially reopens for business this weekend. Visit 11 stops, including breweries Lost Generation, Red Bear and Right Proper, or beer gardens, such as Metrobar and Wunder Garten, to earn points that can be redeemed for T-shirts, baseball caps and other prizes. (The person who checks in the most times by the end of December wins a $25 gift card for each of the participating businesses.) The trail is just over two miles long, but you don't have to complete it in one day. Through Dec. 31. Hours vary. Free to participate.
'The Lord of the Rings' at the National Building Museum
The National Building Museum's "Great Movies in the Great Hall" is like bringing your favorite summer movie series indoors. Bring a blanket or lawn chairs, complete with a picnic, to spread out on the carpet in one of the city's most impressive indoor spaces, among the soaring Corinthian columns. Before "The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring" screens, J.R.R. Tolkien researcher Joey Wilson-Brooke presents a virtual program about the role of architecture and design in the books and on-screen. Costumes are encouraged. Popcorn and beverages are available for purchase. (No outside alcohol is allowed.) Doors at 6:30 p.m. $5-$15; free for children younger than 12.
STAR Fest at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
The STAR Fest -- that stands for "Sing, Talk and Read" -- is an in-person offshoot of D.C.'s Books From Birth program. Bring little ones for a day of story times, soft play activities, musical performances by children's entertainers and an area that lets children imagine their own stories. This event is designed for children younger than 5. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
Cultural Arts Festival at Creative Suitland
Poets, musicians, dance companies and theater are all featured at this afternoon festival, including Prince George's County Poet Laureate Khadijah Ali-Coleman. A vendor market spotlights local designers of jewelry, soaps and home decor, as well as food trucks. 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
Purcellville Music and Arts Festival
Multiple stages of music, dance and entertainment are featured at the Purcellville Music and Arts Festival, set in the historic downtown area. Attractions include a show with more than 30 artists in the Bush Tabernacle Skating Rink, a market with local makers and food vendors, and family activities such as T-shirt painting and glitter tattoos. Justin Trawick and the Common Good and the Rowdy Ace Band are among the performers in Fireman's Field Park. Dogs, lawn chairs and tents are welcome. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Broadway Rave at 9:30 Club
Move over, Taylor Swift-themed dance nights, because there's a new and very niche singalong party in town. Broadway Rave advertises itself as a "traveling dance party for adult theater kids," with musical standards on the playlist and surprise guest appearances from the stars of Broadway shows. The D.C. edition is landing at 9:30 Club, and you're encouraged to show up dressed as your favorite Broadway character. We're guessing the costumes will be truly extra. 10 p.m. $20.
D.C. Chocolate Festival at the French Embassy
Returning for a seventh year, this festival is a celebration of all things chocolate -- education, confection and, of course, sampling. Taste and shop in the main exhibit or check out classes and workshops throughout the day on topics like chocolate and beverage pairings and the chocolate economy. There are also non-chocolate foods and beverages in case your sweet tooth falls out. 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. or 2 to 5:30 p.m. $25; free for children under 12.
Make It Mount Pleasant! Spring Arts and Crafts Market
Support local artists at the Make It Mount Pleasant! Spring Arts and Crafts Market, which turns Mount Pleasant Street NW into an open-air gallery for more than 50 artists who live in the neighborhood and across Northwest Washington. The Mount Pleasant Artists Collective and Mount Pleasant Main Street host the Sunday market, where you'll be able to purchase paintings, jewelry, pottery, photography, fabric arts and other crafts. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Vintage Vineyard at St. Vincent
Check out nine local vendors curated by Vintage Vineyard in a pop-up at St. Vincent Wine's garden. Shop thrift finds while drinking discounted wine ($10 per glass, or 25 percent off bottles) and listening to live jazz between 3 and 5 p.m. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Catalina Wine Mixer at Lulu's Winegarden
Find your new favorite warm-weather sips at this wine tasting at the U Street wine bar, which features two unlimited samples of more than two dozen West Coast wines -- roses, "chillable reds," sparking whites -- paired with breakfast tacos during two 90-minute sessions. Tickets include the option to purchase discounted wines to take home. Noon to 1:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m. $55.
'Glacier: A Climate Change Ballet' at the National Portrait Gallery
Dancers mimic the movements of melting polar ice caps, pretending to ripple, crack and plunge as they maneuver through the National Portrait Gallery's Kogod Courtyard during a free performance of Moveius Contemporary Ballet's "Glacier: A Climate Change Ballet." This work is created by Diana Movius, who works as a climate policy expert while also serving as the founder and artistic director of this D.C.-based ballet company. 4 to 4:45 p.m. Free.
Ellington at 125: The D.C. Collective in Concert at Arena Stage
Hosted by the D.C. Jazz Festival, artist-in-residence and bassist Corcoran Holt's contribution to the months-long celebration of Duke Ellington's 125th birthday includes a concert in tribute to his mentor, Davey Yarborough, former dean of instrumental music at the Duke Ellington School of the Arts. 4 to 5:30 p.m. $25-$45.
Spring Fest at Calico
The hip Blagden Alley spot is bringing, for the second year, a spring festival to its multilevel 3,000-square-foot yard. Make a paper flower kit or create your own faux-floral bouquets, try new seasonal cocktails and dishes, or grab a bit from popcorn pop-up Zing Pop. 1 to 10 p.m. Free.
Willie's 91st Birthday Fiesta at Republic Cantina
The incomparable Willie Nelson turns 91 on Monday, and Tex-Mex hot spot Republic Cantina is honoring one of Texas's favorite sons during an afternoon party. Listen to tribute sets from D.C.'s Human Country Jukebox while snacking on tacos and sipping margaritas and $5 Shiner Bocks. (If you lean toward the latter, there's a special Willie-themed koozie, too.) 3 to 6 p.m. Free; admission and seating are first-come, first-served.
Youth Invasion at the Atlas Performing Arts Center
GenOUT Youth Chorus, the ensemble of the Gay Men's Chorus of Washington D.C. for singers age 13 to 18, teams up with the chorus from Jackson-Reed High School for an afternoon of songs such as "The Rainbow Connection" and "The Times They Are A-Changin'" in the Atlas's Lang Theatre. 4 p.m. Free; reservation required.
Slash Run Ninth Anniversary Party
Mark nine years of loud rock shows, creative burgers and whiskey shots in Petworth with a special edition of Slash Run's Hot Nights Karaoke. Show up early (between 5 and 7 p.m.) for happy hour with $2 off drafts before the singing starts. 8 p.m. Free.
Jacob Collier at the Anthem
At his live shows, Collier creates his own orchestra of audience members. (His mother, Suzie Collier, is a violinist, conductor and professor at the Royal Academy of Music.) He conducts thousands of fans as a giant instrument, siphoning different melodies from each corner of the venue like a massive human organ. The audience choir became the centerpiece of "Djesse Vol. 4," released in February, as the last in a quartet of albums that explore diverse soundscapes. Grand, sprawling and entirely genre-less, it's heralded by an even more diverse list of credits, including Paul Simon, John Mayer, Lizzy McAlpine, Shawn Mendes, Lawrence and Brandi Carlile. Between Morse code, ambient animal sounds and dozens of languages, it also features the 100,000 voices of audience choirs Collier has conducted on his tours. 7:15 p.m. $50-$70.
NMWA Nights tickets on sale
The monthly after-hours parties at the National Museum of Women in the Arts tend to sell out so quickly that we don't get to write about them. So here's your reminder to plan ahead: If you want to attend the May 15 event, celebrating the exhibition "New Worlds: Women to Watch 2024" with DJs, a performance by Pretty Boi Drag, a costume contest and art-making activities, tickets go on sale at 10 a.m. Wednesday. Prices include two cocktails or mocktails. 5:30 p.m. $22-$25.
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WNO True Voice Award raises the voices of trans and nonbinary singers
Katherine Goforth will receive Washington National Opera's inaugural award for transgender and nonbinary singers.
By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2024-04-25

Katherine Goforth, recipient of the WNO's True Voice Award. (Greg Parkinson)


In opera, gender plays several roles at once.
For composers, it's a fundamental organizing principle, with vocal ranges clearly delineated on either side of the fence -- you've got your countertenors, tenors, baritones and basses over here; your sopranos, mezzo-sopranos and contraltos over there.
For librettists, gender creates the emotional physics of an opera, activating the necessary push and pull between archetypes -- the hero, the heroine, the villain, the witch, the overbearing father, the doting mother, the valet, the maid. Gender can also double as a device, providing a malleable material for plotlines (e.g., disguises) and characters (e.g., "trouser" or "pants" roles, where women embody male characters).
Meanwhile, for singers, gender is simply who you are -- the voice you show up to the audition with, the box into which you go.
And perhaps "simply" is the wrong choice of word -- for singers whose gender falls outside (or moves between) the traditionally drawn gender roles of the art form, operatic parts (if they can get them) can be a rigid fit.
This is where the True Voice Award aims to assist. On Wednesday, the Washington National Opera will recognize transgender singer Katherine Goforth as the inaugural recipient of the award, "intended to help support the training of transgender and nonbinary opera singers, as well as increase their visibility in the industry."
The award was established in 2022 by trans filmmaker Kimberly Reed, composer Laura Kaminsky and librettist Mark Campbell -- together, the creative team behind "As One," a 2014 chamber opera sung by two voices who share the part of a transgender protagonist. The team approached WNO artistic director Francesca Zambello with a potential donation to launch the prize, which will be awarded every three years.
In working on "As One," it became clear to Reed how limited the pathways were for trans and queer artists to tell their specific stories onstage. She also realized that there was no vocal-training pipeline catering to trans artists.
"Even when opera may, on its face, appear to play with gender norms, it still falls right back into the same conventions of voice type," says Reed in a phone interview. "We really wanted to blur the lines of some of these categories, and to create opportunities where both artists and presenters would start to think differently about the way trans folks could inhabit these roles."
Recipients of the True Voice prize will receive a recital performance at the Kennedy Center alongside singers from the WNO's Cafritz Young Artists program, as well as short-term participation in the program, where they will receive career training and artistic coaching.
Reed says that as the award is given out, its design will be tailored to the needs of individual performers. And Zambello hopes to "amp up" the presence and package of the prize as it recurs.

Goforth performs at the Women in Classical Music Symposium with pianist Anastasia Markina. (Courtesy of Katherine Goforth)


Goforth, 33, is a singer and actress who has performed in a range of operatic and theatrical productions. (She recently played Emily Webb in a production of "Our Town.")
In 2022, she shared a joint recital with Julia Bullock, who selected her for a career advancement award at the Dallas Symphony Orchestra's fourth Women in Classical Music Symposium. She has performed with the Bozeman Symphony, Walla Walla Symphony, Yakima Symphony and Vancouver Symphony. She has also sung operatic roles with Seattle Opera, Portland Opera and OperaBend, where she is currently cast as a transgender Alfredo in a specially tailored production of "La Traviata," and previously sang a feminized Beppe in the company's production of "Pagliacci."
For transgender and nonbinary singers, the high artifice of opera can often feel directly at odds with the authentic self. Goforth recalls her struggle to select arias years before her transition -- the strange disconnect that separated her like a moat from the roles she was singing.
"I thought everyone was feeling the same way that I was feeling about opera characters," she tells me. "Like, there's nothing of yourself in them and you can't relate to them. I didn't know that I was playing the wrong characters."
And, years before that, she remembers the resistance she felt as a fourth-grader to her choir teacher shifting her from soprano to alto -- a discomfort that grew more fully pronounced as she moved further into her career. These days, she sings with a sturdy, deeply colored tenor with lovely fullness and soft edges, slipping in and out of its category. ("I've never wanted to embody all of the tenor stereotypes," Goforth says. "I don't even really identify as an opera singer.")
For Zambello, the True Voice Award represents a natural extension of her intention to run a more inclusive WNO.
"We are definitely looking much more at, let's say, casting someone whose voice can sing something but you wouldn't think of them conventionally in that role," Zambello says, pointing to the company's casting of mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves as Don Fernando in next season's production of "Fidelio."
"You have to be careful that you're not doing sensationalist casting for that reason only," she says. "You have to cast the best person for the part, and if that person is gender-fluid or transgender, then that's the person to cast."
When it comes to questions about gender and opera, Zambello doesn't see what the fuss is, pointing to a long history of liberties taken across the performing arts -- from inversions of traditional Shakespeare storylines to the comic drag of, say, Les Ballets Trockadero.
"Historically, opera has always played with gender," she says. "From Monteverdi on, there were contraltos playing men, men playing women. I think now, in contemporary works, the door is thrown wide open."
Reed and Goforth might disagree on how wide open that door actually is.
"When you look at the ways that traditional opera 'plays' with gender, ultimately it just reinforces the norm," Reed says. "And it's really easy to look at that and feel like you're just kind of paying lip service to this issue. But, you know, we're not issues. We're people."
"As much as we want to say from our modern perspective that gender is so fluid and there's so many opportunities with gender in opera, and that there always have been," says Goforth, "at the same time as the castrati were onstage, in the exact same society, there were people who were being executed for being queer. So I don't really care to hear this."
Goforth also cautions that surface-level "play" with gender through casting tweaks and winking plot adjustments opens up the hazard of erasing the experiences of trans people for the sake of ticking a gender-fluid box.
"A lot of times it feels like we're there to be puppets," she says. "Basically, someone else has a vision and we have to fulfill that vision. It never feels like art to me. I think many marginalized and oppressed people have the experience of a presenting organization or person in power wanting their body, but not them as a human being."
For both Reed and Goforth, new works are what hold the key to creating a future for trans and nonbinary artists in opera. Goforth is interested in performing work that embraces trans identity for what it is and that elevates the actual stories of trans people.
"It's so hard to fight against all of these systems of making opera that really are inherently transphobic," she says. "It's so much easier just to build something new and do something different."
Reed and Zambello hope that the True Voice Award -- and similar awards and initiatives it may inspire elsewhere -- can clear a space for this work to commence. And while traditional repertoire offers a point of departure for trans and nonbinary singers, it can also provide a model for how to move the art form forward.
"It's easy to forget just how radical so many of these classic works really were in their day," says Reed. "So it's important to not just think of these stodgy old structures, but to think of the radical steps that they were taking, the controversy they were causing, how they were really challenging the assumptions and structures of their own day. That's something opera is still very capable of doing."
"True Voice Award Recipient: Katherine Goforth and the Cafritz Young Artists of Washington National Opera" takes place May 1 at 6 p.m. at the Kennedy Center Millennium Stage.
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In 'Challengers,' Zendaya's got major game
Luca Guadagnino's tennis-themed three-way is a masterstroke of court and spark.
By Ty Burr | 2024-04-25

From left, Mike Faist as Art, Zendaya as Tashi and Josh O'Connor as Patrick in "Challengers." (Amazon/Metro Goldwyn Mayer Pictures)


Is there a greater spectator sport than watching fresh talents -- whether athletes or actors -- come into their own? The slick, sexy, hugely entertaining tennis romantic triangle "Challengers" offers the high of three young performers at the top of their games under the guidance of Luca Guadagnino, a director who gives them room to swing in all senses of the word. The movie's a paean to hard work and hedonism, and if its pleasures are mostly surface -- grass, clay, emotional -- it's still been too long since we've had an intelligent frolic like this.
Justin Kuritzkes's ingenious screenplay is structured around a single tennis match in 2019 between top-seeded superstar Art Donaldson (Mike Faist) and tournament-circuit bum Patrick Zweig (Josh O'Connor), with flashbacks that slowly fill in a complicated backstory. Each time we return to that central game, our understanding of the players and the stakes has completely changed, so if you want the movie to properly uncork all its surprises, come back to this review after you've come home from the theater. I'd stay away from the film's trailer, while you're at it.
(We pause while readers decide what to do and to protect them from the next paragraph.)
That 2019 match is the endgame in a decade-plus friendship/rivalry/bromance between Art and Patrick, with Tashi Duncan (Zendaya) as the fulcrum around which they pivot. Tashi is many things to both men over the years -- goddess, lover, coach, wife -- but in the star's steely performance, she's her own woman first.
The earliest flashbacks find the guys as scruffy best friends from the tennis academy, not remotely ready for the pros, while Tashi is a teenage court sensation -- the next Serena, Steffi, Martina all rolled into one. The sneaker deals are already in place when Art and Patrick woo her away from a post-win party to a boozy evening of hoped-for rival or mutual seduction. What ensues is steamy, surprising and ultimately very funny, and never once do you doubt that Tashi is running the show.
Then an unforeseen event takes her out of a playing career into coaching, and the dynamics among the three shift again. And again, and again, as Art ascends to tournament royalty, Patrick hits the skids, and Tashi lays bets both long-term and short- on each man and her own best interests. "Challengers" is as close to a melodramatic three-way as you can legally get, with all concerned parties simultaneously and interchangeably loving, hating, schtupping, gaslighting, goading and manipulating one another. Think "Jules and Jim" (1962) with a wicked backhand and a soupcon of homoeroticism. The movie's true to the world of professional sports in that tennis doesn't function here as a metaphor for sex -- the sex is a metaphor for tennis. Everything is.

Mike Faist and Zendaya play a rising tennis star and his coach in director Luca Guadagnino's "Challengers." (Niko Tavernise/Amazon/Metro Goldwyn Mayer Pictures)


Guadagnino is the Italian director of "I Am Love" (2009), "A Bigger Splash" (2015) and "Call Me by Your Name" (2017), all three swooning with a distinctly European sensuality regarding food and sex and life's rich banquet. He makes tennis a turn-on here, too, abetted by Sayombhu Mukdeeprom's nimble cinematography (which needle-drops an homage to a famous courtside shot from Hitchcock's "Strangers on a Train" at exactly the right moment), Marco Costa's split-second editing, and a sinuous score by Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross -- one of their best to date. I don't know what actual tennis players will think of "Challengers," and I don't think we should care, because Guadagnino gives us movie tennis, a thrillingly kinetic contact sport where the volleys sound like cannon fire.
Similarly, Zendaya might strike you as not physically imposing enough to earn Tashi's college-circuit nickname "the Duncanator," but the actress dominates the film as she dominates Art's and Patrick's lives, with the kind of backhand -- on the court and in her compliments -- that can bring a grown man to his knees. Faist fully delivers on the promise of his shoulda-been-nominated turn as Riff in the 2021 "West Side Story" remake: He makes Art an adorable nice guy with a killer streak that appears when you least expect it. O'Connor, best known as the young Prince Charles on two seasons of "The Crown," is convincingly American and convincingly a dog, always looking for a way to one-up Art and win over Tashi.
But it's Zendaya's show, and while she has proved herself as a Disney kid and a taboo-breaking HBO series lead, as Spider-Man's girlfriend and a ferocious Fremen warrior who's still the hero's girlfriend, "Challengers" is the first big-screen movie in which she holds down the center with that furiously knitted brow. (She's one of those actresses who rarely smiles, but when she does, it's a cataclysm.) The movie's also satisfyingly in tune with a handful of classic threesome romances, from "Design for Living" (1933) through "Jules and Jim," where it's clear the woman is a master of 3D chess while the guys are stuck playing Pokemon.
The layers of who wants what for whom, and who's willing to do what to whom to get what they want, grow positively baroque by the film's climax, and "Challengers" ends on a curious note that, in retrospect, seems absolutely right. It's established as early as that drunken seduction scene that these three players (in every sense) are jazzed by competition -- by the buzz of beating each other -- but also simply, deliriously in love with one another in motion and in serve. That's the definition of true romance for them: Winning is everything, but the game is more.
R. At area theaters. Language throughout, some sexual content and graphic nudity. 131 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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How Nick Offerman became a progressive in right-wing clothing
Nick Offerman says the fascist U.S. leader he plays in Alex Garland's "Civil War" isn't based on Trump, but he's more than willing to sound off on the election. 
By Jada Yuan | 2024-04-25
LOS ANGELES -- The notorious American West gunslinger Wild Bill Hickok always sat with his back against the wall in saloons so he could keep an eye on anyone bursting through the doors with a mind to shoot him. Nick Offerman keeps up the same practice, mainly to clock people who might sidle up to his table bearing a complimentary glass of bourbon or a heaping plate of barbecue.
It's been nearly a decade since he regularly played beloved, gruff libertarian meat-eater Ron Swanson on "Parks and Recreation," but every visit to a restaurant is still fraught for the 53-year-old, who has shed 30 pounds in the intervening years.
"When I go into a place where I can vibe that there are Ron Swanson fans there," he says, seated in a pink upholstered booth in the dining room of the Sunset Tower Hotel, "I usually will apologize to the waitstaff and say, 'Look, I'm really sorry. I am a terrible hedonist when it comes to meat products, but my cardiologist and I had a talk and I'm going to order the Nancy Reagan salad.'"
He gets it. He did, after all, write an essay called "Eat Red Meat" in his first of five books detailing his woodsman-like life's philosophy. But now, as a humorist who tours the country, he performs a song called "I'm Not Ron Swanson," which explains that if he lived like that guy, he'd be dead within a year: "He can eat a big-ass steak for every meal/ Because his colon is fictitious and mine is all too real."
It was on tour that he'd encounter "Parks and Rec" fans who were outraged to find out that he doesn't have Ron Swanson's anti-government politics, and indeed was a supporter of Elizabeth Warren and Bernie Sanders. "Sometimes they'll leave angered to discover that I'm not a Second Amendment, guns-kissing coward," he says.
So, he's decided to agitate them more. In Alex Garland's "Civil War," out now, Offerman plays a nameless authoritarian president, vainly lording over a crumbling United States in a fictional, brutal, near-future conflict in which the Western Forces of Texas and California have teamed up with the Florida Alliance and are fast closing in on the White House.
It's just one of a fascinating string of roles he's taken on with a political bent, often playing someone far more conservative than he is. "For whatever reason, the way I was brought up and what Mother Nature made me look and sound like lends itself to getting cast to represent people who can use a shovel," he says.
Offerman's is the face we see in close-up opening the film, a flawed human in a suit who paces back and forth, practicing a speech: "We are now closer than we have ever been to victory -- some are calling it the greatest victory in the history of mankind!" Later, the speech plays on TV in a hotel bar where jaded war reporters (Kirsten Dunst, Wagner Moura and Stephen McKinley Henderson as veterans and Cailee Spaeny as the rookie they reluctantly let tag along) have just returned from a violent street protest and roll their eyes.
This is a president who, Offerman says, "tends to lean fascist," but who he says is not based on any past president. "I saw one headline, I think from Fox News, that said, 'Nick Offerman and Kirsten Dunst refuse to admit that this movie is based on Trump,'" he says. "And I just thought how ironic it is. There's truly no evidence of that hypothesis, but you are insisting that this fascist, fictional president must be based on Trump."
Instead, he likes to compare his president, who has maybe three minutes of screen time, to Sauron in "The Lord of the Rings." Garland has said the movie is meant to drive home the vitality of a free press, as the journalist protagonists set off through the lawless wasteland of the country with the goal of getting the last interview with Offerman's president before he inevitably falls to a coup. Like Sauron, Offerman says, "I'm foundational and fundamental to the story. Without me they never set off for the Mountain of Doom in the first place."
The "Civil War" trailer alone was enough to start an outcry. How could A24 and British director Alex Garland ("Ex Machina," "Annihilation") dare release a movie about an American civil war, in this political climate, in an election year? Some pundits called it irresponsible, positing that it could possibly cause real-world violence. Critics have pointed out how lacking in specifics the film is. We don't understand why the war even started.
When he first read the script, Offerman says, "I called Alex and said, 'Okay, let me make sure I got this right. We're not supposed to know who's who. Also it doesn't matter if this president is Republican or Democrat or other, right?' And he's like, 'Yeah, the most important thing is that we don't know.' And I was like, 'Great. I love that so much.'"
The only thing we need to know about this president's politics is "that he's full of s---," says Offerman. Because once a bloodbath begins, it really doesn't matter who started it. And he can't think of a more relevant movie for this moment.
"It's really frustrating to just be facing the elective choices that we are this fall," he says. "As it stands right now, I mean, hopefully, one of the candidates will be serving many years in some sort of incarceration. Finally."

Offerman wrote a book, "Where the Deer and the Antelope Play," about his relationship with nature. (Joe Carrotta)


The first time Conan O'Brien met Nick Offerman, he was a famous talk show host and Offerman was just Megan Mullally's husband, hanging out in Seattle with her while she opened Mel Brooks's "Young Frankenstein" there.
The two men agreed to go for an all-day bike ride. O'Brien was a serious cyclist who showed up in head-to-toe silver spandex. Offerman had a rented mountain bike and was wearing cargo shorts. Deep into the ride, Offerman's chain shattered. They didn't have cellphones, and O'Brien started panicking. Offerman just calmly took two rocks and hammered his chain back together. They rode home. "And I thought, 'He's not like me. In fact, he's not like anybody I know. He's like a blacksmith from the 18th century who fell out of a time machine to prank us.'"
To his friends, it's not a surprise that he's playing the president. In fact, for 12 years now, O'Brien claims he's been saying that Offerman -- who wrote a book, "Where the Deer and the Antelope Play," about his relationship with nature -- should play Theodore Roosevelt: "I think more than any actor alive today, and I'm not making a joke, he could play T.R. better than anybody." O'Brien actually tried to make it happen once, but then realized no one would take the pitch seriously coming from them. Amy Poehler, his "Parks and Recreation" co-star, says he shouldn't limit himself: "I think Nick has the talent and the hair to play any president he chooses."
Offerman calls himself "a progressive," although, he says, politics is "a very thorny subject for someone in my business to be weighing in on."

"He could play T.R. better than anybody," Conan O'Brien says of Offerman. (Kevin Winter/Getty Images)



An image circa 1910 of 26th president Theodore Roosevelt. (Stock Montage/Getty Images)


When asked what he thinks about Biden-Harris, he starts out saying he wants to "provide support for good government," and that he's "astonished by the incredibly good job Biden and Harris have quietly been doing." But it's not long before he lets loose. "Trump vs. Biden: Would you rather have a pile of dog s--- or a loaf of bread?" he asks. "I understand that it's not going to help for me to say that. And the people that want the dog s---, I want to be friends with them. I want to say, 'You guys seem decent in every other way.' I just understand that a lot of information they're receiving is like, 'Oh, it's not dog s---; it's pumpernickel.'"
Offerman's path to "Civil War" actually began in 2018 when he got a call asking if he'd meet with Garland about playing the enigmatic head of a tech giant in the director's Hulu sci-fi mystery limited series "Devs." As he was writing "Civil War," Garland was already thinking of Offerman to play the president. "There's a kind of obvious reason, which is that Nick's a really good actor," Garland says over Zoom, "but I also thought he would be hard for people to pin down in some respects. There's a bunch of [actors] that would come with a particular kind of information, and I didn't want to be clearer than that."
To look at Offerman, with his bushy salt-and-pepper beard and lumberjack's build, is to assume he ascribes to a kind of meat-and-potatoes version of Midwestern masculinity. He does, after all, run a woodworking shop in L.A. that employs six artisans making furniture and canoes. He grew up in a huge Catholic family in farm country in Minooka, Ill. (where his dad is mayor), and it wasn't till he started cutting his teeth on the Chicago theater scene that he realized how racist and anti-gay his hometown had been. "I also had never met a Jew," he says. A lot of people who love Trump are just like people he grew up with. He loves hunters, fishermen, outdoors people. He just wishes they'd speak up to the gun lobby more.
Yet here he is, as O'Brien calls him, "the manliest man with the goofiest laugh" -- a high-pitched giggle that sounds like a Looney Tunes character who just inhaled helium. He's also a self-proclaimed "softy" and avowed feminist -- "he loves watching women win and does whatever he can to help make that happen," says Poehler -- who makes hearts out of litter and places them on his "goddess" wife Mullally's windshield whenever he sees her car. (They wrote a book and did a podcast about the joys of middle-aged oral sex.)
Last year, he flew to Savannah, Ga.,  to do a single scene in Ava DuVernay's "Origin," as a plumber in a MAGA hat who shares an unspoken moment of empathy with grieving Black author Isabel Wilkerson (Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor). He also cameos as a conservative cowboy who is tickled to find himself at a gay wedding in "Dicks: The Musical," starring Mullally and Nathan Lane.
This summer, he'll be heading to Budapest to play yet another U.S. leader, accidental president Chester A. Arthur, in the Netflix series "Death by Lightning," about the 1881 assassination of president James Garfield, from "Game of Thrones" creators David Benioff and D.B. Weiss. And he just wrapped the independent film "Sovereign," a movie he says is about fathers and sons, in which he plays a member of an anti-government extremist group.
Still, he says, it was hard to shoot scenes in a real gun shop in Arkansas, where his character buys an AR-15 for his teenage son. The clerks were huge fans of his and one got a small speaking part. "And the guy looks at me and winks and says, 'This one's great for deer.' He's improvising, and my stomach just turns over. ... It gave me chills."

In Alex Garland's "Civil War," Offerman plays a nameless authoritarian president. (Murray Close/A24)


Offerman only shot two days on "Civil War" -- the size of role that most actors in his position would turn down. But he calls Garland "an exquisite artist," and he wanted to be in anything he was doing.
The opening that's in the final film wasn't in the script. Offerman was pacing back and forth in costume on set, practicing his presidential address, when Garland decided to film him. "I talked to Alex about how much of a mountebank, how much of a snake oil salesman does he want?" says Offerman. "Because we all know this guy. We all have seen this on the news where the world is on fire and a guy gets up and is like, 'This is the greatest victory!'"
It wasn't until editing that Garland decided to ditch his scripted opening and focus on Offerman instead. His final scene is of the president in a very human situation, proving to the audience that even a larger-than-life figure like that "is just a dips--- like the rest of us, trying to sell the next Subaru Outback," says Offerman.
Of all the politically tinged roles Offerman has played lately, though, none have been as impactful as survivalist Bill in "The Last of Us," who has a touching romance with Murray Bartlett's Frank, as two of the last remaining men on earth.
He won an Emmy and the positive reactions were the most gratifying he has ever gotten. "But also, I was fascinated with the vitriol, and not just the bigotry, but the people who were specifically so mad that the Ron Swanson actor had played a gay guy," he says.
"It was the first time I played a gay person in a very visible medium," he continues. "And I was taken aback by how different it felt to be on the receiving end of all these horrible embellishments equating this beautiful love story between two people with horribly rendered insults and really damaging, traumatic language."

Conan O'Brien calls Offerman "the manliest man with the goofiest laugh." (Joe Carrotta)


In response to jabs from the likes of Sean Hannity, Ben Shapiro and Tucker Carlson, he wrote a song called, "I Thought I Was a Man, But I Was Wrong." The material wrote itself. "I just said, 'I mean, I can't write a better joke than Ben Shapiro questioning my masculinity."
And he used a speech at the Independent Spirit Awards to snap back at the "homophobic hate" that came his way. "I just wanted to say to bigots of every stripe, 'You're never going to win,'" he says, summarizing his remarks. "It's never going to get better for you. We're never going to turn around and say, 'You know, you're right.'"
As we leave, after three hours of gabbing about Mother Nature and politics and life's purpose, Offerman finally looks at his phone and lets out a Looney Tunes giggle.
"My business manager texted me seven times," he says. "Oh, my engraved plate for my Emmy arrived!"
He knows exactly where he's going to put it: on one of the top two shelves of the guest room, where no one will ever see it, alongside the many awards Mullally has won.
"Never thought I'd have one of those to put on Mother's Emmy shelf," he says.
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What if Nancy Drew were a chic Black woman? That's 'Diarra from Detroit.'
Diarra Kilpatrick's "Diarra From Detroit" is a love letter to her hometown and time spent in front of her grandmother's TV watching "Murder, She Wrote."
By Helena Andrews-Dyer | 2024-04-24

Diarra Kilpatrick, creator and star of the BET Plus series "Diarra From Detroit," attends the premiere in Los Angeles earlier this year. (Arnold Turner/Getty Images)


Watch "Diarra From Detroit" with your phone out and the notes app open. Here's a sample from mine -- "Not the shooter in a Renaissance mask at the BDSM party?" See? You'll want to write down punchlines and conspiracy theories. The beloved new BET Plus mystery-wrapped-in-comedy is a show that never lets up on either front. It's a fast-paced, funny puzzle that requires your whole brain. The only thing simple about it is the title.
Set in modern-day Detroit, the show stars Diarra (played by "American Koko" star Diarra Kilpatrick) as a recent divorcee forced to come down from the mountaintop of her perfect marriage and move back into her mama's house in the hood. To cope -- or escape -- Diarra goes on a Tinder date with a man named Chris that actually turns out pretty well. That is until her almost-boyfriend ghosts her, sending Diarra on a wild-goose chase through past and present Detroit looking for the man who might've healed her wounds.
There's more to it, of course. A Russian hit man, the Greek mafia, an underground sex club and a missing "milk carton" kid from the '90s. It would all be dizzying if not for Diarra's sarcastic voice-over guiding the audience from one madcap moment to the next as she connects the dots.

Diarra Kilpatrick plays the title character -- a recent divorcee forced to move back into her mama's house in the hood -- in "Diarra From Detroit." (Venessa Clifton/BET Plus)


"She has so many similarities to a lot of people," Kilpatrick said in a recent interview. "She's doing the best she can. And she's messy as hell as she's stumbling through it."
For series creator Kilpatrick, "Diarra" is a love letter to her hometown and time spent in front her grandmother's TV, watching her favorite stories like "Murder, She Wrote." But murder mysteries rarely feature Black women as anything other than victims. "Diarra From Detroit" is both a microscope and a shift in perspective -- zooming in on the lives often relegated to the 6 o'clock news and allowing those subjects to tell their own stories.
"Normally we solve everybody's problems, but from the comfort of our own homes. We're armchair experts. In some ways, it's a metaphor for that. How so often it does fall on Black women to sort of fix the problems in our communities and go above and beyond to do so," Kilpatrick said.
So far, fans have been down for the ride, using those notes apps to cobble together theories about just who her missing boo really is and whether Diarra is being played. The adventure is anxiety-inducing and also a breath of fresh air as a Black woman in a killer leather trench coat Shafts and stumbles her way to a breakthrough.
The season finale airs April 25. Kilpatrick talked to The Washington Post about loving her city, taking risks and seeing the actress Phylicia Rashad like you've never seen her before.
This interview has been edited and condensed for clarity.
Let's start with the obvious. Like the show's main character, your name is Diarra and you're from Detroit. Issa Rae, creator and star of "Insecure," has said repeatedly that she regrets sharing a name with her character. Was there any hesitation on your part?
When I was naming the character this time, I was really close to my name. It was like Dara. What about Jaya? And then a voice inside was pestering me, "It's time to just name the character after yourself." To write with my real name felt like I could get closer to the bone. I do subscribe to the idea that when you turn in a piece of work, if you aren't maybe just a little bit embarrassed, it's not real enough. I felt like if I live to regret it hopefully I'll regret it from an island vacation somewhere.
It also feels like planting your flag in a way. And why not? Why shouldn't a Black woman in Hollywood do that unapologetically?
Sometimes I'm heart-led. People have said this is such a brilliant branding move. And I really wasn't thinking about it like that. I thought, it's time to say that I was ready. "Diarra from Detroit" was ready. It was go time.
Who is Diarra the character versus Diarra the person?
She's me somewhere in the multiverse for sure. In many ways Diarra the character is the person that I was raised to be. Grow up, stay in Detroit, serve your community, and marry a handsome Black man. I took a slightly more bohemian left turn to New York. She's discovering that what actually thrills her is a little bit of danger.

"I got really emotional when we premiered at Tribeca and in the whole third row of the theater were my friends from childhood who did youth theater with me," says Diarra Kilpatrick, pictured at the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour in Pasadena. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/Associated Press)


And Diarra in real life?
I like to be at home in the bathtub. A thrill for me on a Friday night is like, "Oh, maybe I'll have a margarita." I don't really get down into the underworld of Detroit.
The show puts Black people squarely at the center of the true crime genre. They are the victims, the villains and the heroes. Why did that feel so unexpected?
It's almost the kind of genre that kicks Black women out of it, by nature of the fact that we don't do stuff like this. If America catches the cold, the Black woman gets pneumonia. We know that the blowback for anything is going to be harsher on us. So walking into a crack house -- even with the best of intentions -- it's usually not our jam. If we can help it.
Speaking of walking into a crack house and what Black women won't do. We have to talk about Phylicia Rashad, who plays Vonda, a mama bear who could hug you and also eat you alive. Did you always have the woman who famously played Clair Huxtable in mind for that kind of turnabout role?
Well, two things. I want to answer that but it's so funny when you were saying we don't walk into crack houses. I also remember that my grandmother did walk into a crack house.
Oh yes, so did mine. She had to get a family member out.
My grandmother went in for a more hilarious reason. Someone in our family had stolen her television and sold it over there and she was not trying to miss "Walker, Texas Ranger." She had her appointment television.
And Phylicia?
She wasn't the first person that came to mind. Because you do tend to think of her in such a graceful way. But it turned out to be the perfect casting. The way that we were able to subvert what people would expect from her has been really thrilling. Also I just love actors so much. I know that the way that the business works, you get categorized as one thing and sometimes it can be really hard for people to stretch their imaginations. But when you have someone with such range, you really get a chance to play. And she just ate the role up.
How hard was it to get a show like "Diarra From Detroit" made?
I did not have to fight for the right to exist. They knew they were making some kind of Black show. I'm a Black woman. I'm darker than a paper bag. I'm over 35, which is when they tell us the roles are going to start to decline. And they gave me the space to make this show. I'm really proud of it because that's very rare.

Claudia Logan, left, as Moni and Diarra Kilpatrick as Diarra in "Diarra From Detroit." "I will re-watch 'Sex and the City' because I miss the outfits," says Kilpatrick. (Vanessa Clifton/BET Plus)


I get the term "Black show," but I wonder what it means in 2024. How would you categorize the series?
It really is if "Insecure" crash lands into "Chinatown." What's driving this narrative, even with all of the twists and turns of the plot, is the experience of a Black woman. I want you to see my color. I want you to see all of me.
Why does defining the show seem loaded?
I do understand people's reticence of classifying anything as a Black show, because what you don't want is for your audience to then hear, not for me. I challenge the American audience on that. I really do think the ball is in your court to show up to shows that are made with love and care. Show up when the lead is female or when the lead is Black. As I say in the show, I love Tom Cruise. We all show up for Tom. We don't go, "Is this a White movie or what?"
Okay, we have to talk about the fashions, darling. Diarra's outfits are somehow both over-the-top and completely at home. What story are her clothes telling?
You see who this woman was. You see her position in Detroit society. You see that she was married to a wealthy man and she was very well kept. You can feel through her wardrobe what she walked away from. So, yes, the clothes had a story to tell. And then the other thing is, listen, I will re-watch "Sex and the City" because I miss the outfits.

Diarra Kilpatrick in BET Plus's "Diarra From Detroit." "She's doing the best she can," says Kilpatrick of the character. "And she's messy as hell as she's stumbling through it." (Clifton Prescod/BET Plus)


You've mentioned before that some teachers you had at New York University's Tisch School of the Arts were iffy on your accent. How do you survive in Hollywood without internalizing some of those negative notes?
When you go for training, you have to keep in mind, that what makes you is really valuable. You can learn all these things that will increase your toolbox, but you will never look around and go, who am I? Actually Tracy Morgan said something like that to me. He said something to me like at the end of the day, you got to do you.
The show is being lauded from every corner of the internet. What is the reaction that you've been most proud of?
It was definitely my people back home. Because they'll tell you the truth, you know? Detroiters are tough for a reason. People will keep it real. I got really emotional when we premiered at Tribeca and in the whole third row of the theater were my friends from childhood who did youth theater with me. When they were so entertained by it, that was the stamp of approval that I really cherished and valued.
Then the people on YouTube who break down the episodes? And baby, they are so invested. They don't miss a thing. This audience gets it. This audience is hanging on to every single twist and turn of the adventure. And that has been really thrilling.
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Anna Deavere Smith's mission: Understanding others, so we can do the same
Actress, playwright and professor Anna Deavere Smith will be the 73rd presenter for the A.W. Mellon lectures in the fine arts at the National Gallery of Art.
By Samantha Chery | 2024-04-24

Anna Deavere Smith rehearses her signature form of documentary theater in Baltimore in 2015. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Anna Deavere Smith has spent over four decades as a stalwart of documentary theater, interviewing people across the country and replicating their exact speech and mannerisms onstage in a series of works she's called "On the Road: A Search for American Character." Now, in a departure from the typical format of her one-woman shows, the 73-year-old actress, playwright and professor will occasionally step out of character to talk as herself in her A.W. Mellon lectures in the fine arts at the National Gallery of Art.
Smith, a Pulitzer Prize finalist and recipient of the MacArthur Foundation "genius" award, will be the series's 73rd presenter and the first to incorporate acting performances in her teaching. Her four-part lecture series, titled "Chasing That Which Is Not Me/Chasing That Which Is Me," runs Sundays from April 28 to May 19, and was created as a sequel to her 2015 Jefferson lecture in the humanities, "That Which Is Not Me."
In an interview, Smith shared insights on the lectures and how they will reflect her life and work. This interview has been edited for length and clarity.
What can audience members expect from each of the lectures?
The first one is going to be a general overview of what my work is and how I do it. A lot of people, if they know who I am, think about me as being on "The West Wing," where I was the national security adviser. Maybe they think about me as being on "Nurse Jackie" or even "Black-ish," as Rainbow's mom. A lot of people don't know about the work, which has been the center of my adult life.
Another [talk] is going to be about my project on health care. I'm very excited to be including photographs, taken by Diana Walker, who was the behind-the-scenes photographer at the White House from [President Gerald] Ford all the way through President [Bill] Clinton's last term. She and I went to Africa together, where we went to Rwanda 10 years after the genocide, and also South Africa. That lecture will include some of the people who I interviewed in the United States to write a play on health care, "Let Me Down Easy." Some of it will be characters I have not had the opportunity to perform onstage because they got cut out in various drafts of the play.
Then I'm going to do something different. I've written a play for the Atlantic. It is only the second play that they've published in its 167 years, the first being a play in 1930 written by Jean Cocteau. I'm going to talk about that project called "This Ghost of Slavery," and I will perform some scenes from it by myself. It's a play that I wrote for other actors. It is the first time in my playwriting career that I've looked at the state that I came from, Maryland, and its relationship to slavery during the Civil War.
The last one is going to be a look at the '70s, and it's going to be more in depth about how I got to be interested in America and making theater this way. When we get to the last one, there will probably be more talk and less performance.
You previously spoke about how your play "Notes From the Field" was the closest you've come to activism. Where does the rest of your work fall, on a scale between activism and objectivity?
People labeled me an activist a long time ago. I didn't call myself that. I think they did because two of my best-known works were about racial disruptions: "Fires in the Mirror," about a conflict that happened in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, a neighborhood that was almost entirely Black and Jewish people. And then with "Twilight," about the Los Angeles uprising.
I am very interested in discord because I'm a dramatist, and that's what drama is: conflict. I'm not as interested in my own point of view, and I think it's interesting that that's considered "activist." I'm interested in that which is different than me, and I'm interested in opinions that may not be my opinions, and I'm interested in revealing disruption without an obvious solution. Therefore, I got categorized as an activist.
I think I'm a humanist. I call myself an activist with "Notes From the Field" because it's examining something that I personally, fervently believe must be corrected: inequity in our public schools. It's not just that kids have an economic disadvantage. It's often also because they do not have what is considered to be a so-called "traditional functioning family." The only place to be taken care of is the state, and the state is not doing a good job of that. I was moved to look at schools because most of the women in my family were teachers, and they were humanist activists inasmuch as they wanted to put my generation in another place. And they did that.
So much of your life's work is embodying other people. How has this work helped you find yourself?
It would be implied, wouldn't it? In my title, "Chasing That Which Is Not Me/Chasing That Which Is Me." I guess the chase is still on. The chase of the person who I have become since the late '70s, when I started doing this type of research. I was deliberately trying to make a different form that was less so-called "psychological" -- this idea that every character in the world lives inside of you. I don't believe that. A woman I interviewed in the Maryland Correctional Institution for Women who sat on the bed and allowed her boyfriend to kill her daughter does not live inside of me. I can approach her through a technique that I have, but psychological realism -- which is the standard of acting -- I couldn't get to that.
When I was in acting school, all the texts that we used for the most part were written by White, heterosexual-presenting men. I just couldn't think and believe that all of that was in here. It just felt so self-centered to me. That's why I developed this other technique, the specific way I do verbatim theater.
What did it teach me about me? I think that becoming me, who I am now, is more about all of the different experiences that I've had in my life since the time that I left Baltimore when I was 21, with $80, an overnight bag and the promise that I would never ask my parents for money. I created my adult life with $80. I think the journey towards me would require a different type of writing, a kind of a memoir. But I think this work that I'm going to share is more about how I've seen the nation that I live in and love through critique.
National Gallery of Art East Building Auditorium, Fourth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. 202-842-6804, nga.gov.
Dates: Sundays from April 28 to May 19.
Price: Free.
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Shallow yet satisfying, 'Stellar Blade' is a showcase of Korean beauty
Overshadowed by a culture war, Shift Up's action game is an authentic slice of Korean cyberpunk, pretty and absurd.
By Gene Park | 2024-04-24

"Stellar Blade," published by Sony Interactive Entertainment, is the first big-budget game from South Korean studio Shift Up, known mostly for mobile games featuring scantily clad women. (Sony Interactive Entertainment)


As a Korean American who's visited South Korea many times, I'm keenly aware of my culture's obsession with appearances and looking attractive. It's an ever-present pressure that's felt even by Korean men. My elementary school reading wasn't Dr. Seuss, it was GQ Magazine -- because my father felt it was important that I, at the age of 7, learn how men are "expected" to present and act.
In South Korea, "conventional" beauty is an aspiration, an ideal, a destination above all else. Want a good career? It'll come with good looks. Applying for a job? You might be required to submit a headshot first, a practice that has only recently ended for public jobs. Its vibrant cosmetics industry markets beauty products toward children who aren't even old enough to read. Advertisements for plastic surgery are everywhere and are not subtle about what's "ugly." So now we have Eve, the player character of "Stellar Blade," the latest PlayStation 5 exclusive game being released April 26. She is a woman born from South Korea's culture and philosophy. Her presentation, slender and shiny, has caused discussion in U.S. games press over objectification and the "male gaze."
The discourse has been uncomfortable for me to hear, because on one hand, of course Korean standards of beauty are rigid and often absurd. Hundreds of thousands of Korean women took to the streets during "Escape the Corset," a protest begun in 2018 against social structures that demand women serve "traditional" roles. My friend Elise Hu, who worked at NPR in Korea for four years, wrote a whole book about navigating "the most cosmetically advanced nation on Earth" (as Washington Post critic Becca Rothfeld put it). On the other hand, these are our unique struggles to address, and I've despised seeing a project from people who look and sound like my family used as a cudgel in a culture war that has nothing to do with this game. It's awful to see Eve used as an argument against diversity, and it was disturbing when an IGN France article (which they apologized for later) said "Stellar Blade" looked like it was made by people who never met a woman, never mind that the studio is staffed with many women.
Game director Kim Hyung-tae has paid attention to the debates and tells me he's not surprised, especially since modern video games focus on realistic depictions of people. But Eve is meant to be a character whose expression of beauty is "with little restrictions and no constraints."
"The game is a virtual reality, and I believe we need to have opportunities to see things not so realistic in the virtual space," Kim said via an interpreter. "We're already familiar with reality, we live in it. So when you play a game, I want to be able to see something that's different from what I experience. There are many things more realistic, and that should also be respected. And I feel games like 'Stellar Blade' should exist."
I think the discourse is missing that it's exceptionally rare in the global games market to see a video game with a Korean woman as its lead. Kim confirms to me that he defines Eve as a Korean woman, one that's designed by Koreans, modeled after a Korean woman, voiced by a Korean woman and in a Korean-made game backed by a gorgeous soundtrack (by master composer Keiichi Okabe of "Nier" fame) with Korean lyrics. She is Korean-coded in every sense that phrase could mean, and Kim is well aware that she represents only a singular, narrow definition of beauty.
"By taking this game to players, there is an opportunity for me to present to the world how Korean beauty and Asian beauty can be different, how Asians differ from each other," Kim said, referring to a global games industry mostly dominated by Japan and the United States.

Despite a predictable story, "Stellar Blade" is a solid entry in the genre of "pretty girls surviving the wasteland." (Sony Interactive Entertainment)


The discourse has especially been frustrating because "Stellar Blade" is a fantastic, if flawed, first attempt by the studio to develop a big-budget single-player action game. Kim is unusually direct about citing his inspiration, "Nier: Automata," often described by critics, including myself, as one of the masterpieces of the medium. Kim isn't out to make a masterpiece, necessarily; he's simply having fun wearing his influences on his sleeve.
"Of course there is pressure there, but it's also been a very fun journey for me to create a game similar to 'Nier.' As a fan it's been an enjoyable experience," Kim said.
The game's opening will likely affirm the assumptions of skeptics, as it did mine. For hours, it feels like a vapid, me-too copy of "Nier: Automata," taking only the most surface-level interpretations of its characters and story. Earth is overrun with monstrous beings, and Mother Sphere sends down an army of warrior women including Eve to kill the head monster. A catastrophic landing ends with Eve as the sole survivor, and she's helped by a stranger named Adam to complete her mission. Any veteran sci-fi reader will predict this game's plot beats from hours away.
The moment-to-moment writing doesn't help. "Classic Eve," quips Lily, a person Eve only just met. The dialogue implies more history and personality than what's actually shown. Conversations feel unnatural and stilted. Eve is the star of the show, and shows a worrying lack of personality.
But more playtime reveals this void is part of her character arc. Eve is bland by design, an obvious metaphor for the creation myth who gains personhood through the forbidden fruit of knowledge. In fact, this concept is woven directly into the narrative design, as one of the game's multiple endings depends on the amount of knowledge Eve gains through reading books and interacting with other humans. Like the story, it's simple stuff, but effective and clear.
The game stumbles when it tries to be too many other types of games at once, leaving peripheral elements undercooked. It's littered with mind-numbing, boring puzzles that have appeared in numerous other video games in the last several decades: bouncing laser lights off mirrors, aggravating block-sliding segments and even a "Pipe Dream" minigame that does nothing with the formula. This game would've been better served as a leaner experience without distracting ideas lifted wholesale from every other game.
Thankfully "Stellar Blade" keeps things interesting by bouncing between a linear, level-based structure to open-ended regions complete with side quests, hidden stories and even a city hub. Boring creature designs of the opening hours (your typical goop and tentacles) make way for far more interesting fusions of tech and organic life. Scatter these across a desert landscape and suddenly "Stellar Blade" is moving like a Final Fantasy game, ethereal and majestic.

Battles are the best feature of "Stellar Blade," a combat system with a slight Souls-like rhythm that feels weighty and powerful. (Sony Interactive Entertainment)


The third and final act manages to send the game off with a flurry of memorable, challenging and engaging battles, every one a winner with interesting moves, compelling visual design and finally introduces some true narrative stakes. (A story mode makes things noticeably easier for those not inclined to sweat it out in battles.) As predictable as this story is, it ends with a familiar sense of empowerment -- a strong enough conclusion I felt compelled to start the 20-hour experience again.
The combat design is this game's winning feature, addictive, crunchy and unique despite the visual similarities to games such as "Bayonetta," another game featuring shapely battle femmes. Eve's combat may feel slow compared with that game, but I would describe it more as heavy. Later, Eve gains counterattacks that sling her behind or away from the battle, creating new opportunities of attack. These, and weighty enemy reactions, help the game's battles stand apart from "Bayonetta" and this game's other inspiration, "Dark Souls."
"Stellar Blade" doesn't make the strongest first impression, but it leaves a lasting one. What's more important, it's actually able to carve out its own distinguished identity by the end, much like Eve. Over the years there's been critical discussion about how cyberpunk fiction is rooted in xenophobic fears, and that the genre appropriates Asian culture. Now here is "Stellar Blade," an authentic slice of Korean cyberpunk, like Eve, beautiful in its own absurd way.
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Secret Service agent on Harris detail involved in altercation before flight
The vice president was not affected by the incident, which happened at Joint Base Andrews, according to the Secret Service
By Toluse Olorunnipa | 2024-04-25

Vice President Harris was at her Naval Observatory residence at the time of the incident involving a Secret Service agent on her detail, according to the Secret Service. (Saul Martinez for The Washington Post) 


A member of Vice President Harris's Secret Service security detail was involved in an altercation with other agents on Monday and removed from their assignment, law enforcement officials said.
Harris was not affected by the incident, which took place at Joint Base Andrews while she was at the Naval Observatory, according to the Secret Service.
"At approximately 9 a.m. April 22, a U.S. Secret Service special agent supporting the Vice President's departure from Joint Base Andrews began displaying behavior their colleagues found distressing," Secret Service spokesman Anthony Guglielmi said in a statement. "The agent was removed from their assignment while medical personnel were summoned."
The statement did not address media reports that the agent got into a fight with other agents and had to be handcuffed before being taken in for a medical assessment. The Washington Examiner first reported on the altercation.
Harris departed Joint Base Andrews later on Monday for Wisconsin without incident.
"The Vice President was at the Naval Observatory when this incident occurred and there was no impact on her departure from Joint Base Andrews," Guglielmi said. "The U.S. Secret Service takes the safety and health of our employees very seriously. As this was a medical matter, we will not disclose any further details."
A White House official declined to comment.
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Aid to Ukraine seemed dead. Then secretive talks revived it.
In one meeting, Biden and others sprang a surprise effort to persuade Speaker Johnson to pass the aid package
By Liz Goodwin, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Tyler Pager | 2024-04-25

President Biden and House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) after a Friends of Ireland lunch on Capitol Hill last month. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


House Speaker Mike Johnson had walked into something of an ambush.
President Biden had called the four congressional leaders -- Johnson (R-La.) and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), along with Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) -- to the Oval Office in late February ostensibly to talk about heading off a government shutdown. But Biden and the others had devised a plan to pressure Johnson to push through a Ukraine aid package that was deeply dividing House Republicans.
Biden's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, and CIA Director William J. Burns gave a dire presentation, warning that Ukraine would lose the war without immediate U.S. support. Sullivan briefed Johnson on exactly when Ukraine might run out of weapons, laying out in detail when it would no longer have a single artillery shell or air defense interceptor, according to a senior administration official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the private meeting.
McConnell, Biden, Schumer and Jeffries all stressed the historic importance of the moment, according to a second senior administration official. After the meeting, Biden pulled Johnson aside for a further one-on-one conversation, the official said.
The bipartisan pile-on showed results Wednesday, when Biden signed the $95 billion foreign aid package into law -- just weeks after it seemed dead and beyond any hope of revival.
The bill had faced many hurdles, each more daunting than the last: Johnson insisting that it include immigration provisions loathed by Democrats; former president Donald Trump instantly tanking a compromise border provision; Republicans threatening to depose Johnson if he advanced the bill. Deepening GOP skepticism of Ukraine aid was accompanied by growing Democratic concern about unconditional aid to Israel.
All this time, Ukraine's soldiers were literally running out of bullets.
"I think there were days along the way here where conventional wisdom was turning against us and people were doubting whether we could get this done and find our way through it," Steve Ricchetti, counselor to the president, said in an interview. "The president's direction was to keep talking, keep trying to think of ways that can accommodate the diverse views but still get this done."
Through high-level intelligence briefings, secretive meetings between the president and the four congressional leaders, and weeks of intensive strategizing, the bill finally passed the House on Saturday with an overwhelming bipartisan vote of 311-112.
The Senate passed the measure late Tuesday, and Biden signed the bill into law Wednesday. He then announced he was sending Ukraine a $1 billion weapons package this week, bringing an end to a saga that seemed to spell a big political defeat for Biden and a major military setback for Ukraine, only to see a course reversal at the last moment.
This story is based on interviews with senior Biden officials, lawmakers and congressional aides, many of whom requested anonymity to detail private conversations and strategies.
The Feb. 27 Oval Office meeting was one of several turning points in the months-long, increasingly desperate effort to pass the foreign aid package amid mounting skepticism of Ukraine among followers of Trump's "America First" worldview. Many times, Schumer and other boosters believed the aid would never pass, despite the ironclad buy-in from McConnell, who spent enormous political capital pushing the package against the wishes of many in his conference.
McConnell, Schumer and Biden -- who have collectively served about a century in Congress -- sensed that the inexperienced speaker wanted to find a way to support Ukraine, despite its political toxicity among many Republicans, including himself before he became speaker.
"I thought he really wanted to do the right thing," Schumer said of Johnson in an interview. "Even at that [Feb. 27] White House meeting where we were pretty tough ... I could see he wanted to do it. He didn't know how. He was worried about his leadership. But he did."
In remarks on Wednesday before signing the bill, Biden commended the four congressional leaders for pushing the measure through. Getting the aid "to my desk, it was a difficult path -- it should have been easier, and it should have gotten there sooner," the president said. "But in the end, we did what America always does. We rose to the moment, we came together, and we got it done."
The resurrection of the aid package represented both a turnaround and a dramatic victory for Johnson, who showed he would defy his most hard-line members to enact the legislation. Still, the move angered a number of House Republicans, and the full consequences for the speaker are not yet apparent.
"They don't always agree, but when it matters most, they stepped up and did the right thing," Biden said of the congressional leaders. "History will remember this time. History will remember this moment."
It was Oct. 20 when Biden first made his urgent request for a large foreign aid package: $60 billion for Ukraine, $14 billion for Israel, $10 billion for humanitarian aid and additional money for U.S. border security. The bill's unwieldy structure stemmed directly from political calculations -- as Republicans' appetite for funding Ukraine ebbed, the White House hoped that adding funds for Israel and for border security would make it hard to oppose.
Shortly after Johnson was elected speaker on Oct. 25, rising almost overnight from a little-known backbencher to second in line to the presidency, White House officials brought him into the Situation Room for a high-level briefing on Ukraine. But Johnson, who had previously voted against every funding bill for Ukraine except the very first, had enormous obstacles to overcome, including threats to oust him from Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and others if he brought a Ukraine aid bill to the floor.
Biden told his team to explain to Johnson whenever possible what Ukraine's defeat would mean for Europe and for Russia's ambitions, according to a senior administration official. To those supporting the aid, nothing less than the cohesion of NATO and the future of the Western coalition was at stake, a point they made repeatedly in private meetings.
The president also told his aides not to attack Johnson personally, a tactic that could easily backfire, but rather to focus their public rhetoric on the historic stakes and pushing House Republicans to act. On Oct. 30, Sullivan called Johnson to address GOP concerns on corruption and waste, explaining that the administration had accountability measures in place to track how Ukraine would use the aid, according to a senior administration official.
McConnell arose from a different Republican tradition than Johnson. He was a defense hawk who believed strongly in defending America's allies, including Ukraine, putting him on the same side as Democratic leaders in this instance. He asked Schumer to make a pact with him that they would never separate the funds for Israel and Ukraine, to boost the chances of Ukraine aid passing, and Schumer by his own account agreed.
But the ground quickly began to shift beneath McConnell's feet. His deputies informed him that to have any hope of attracting enough Republican votes in either the House or the Senate, they needed to include tough border provisions. Schumer held a call with his staff in November, and they decided to work on a bipartisan border package, something Schumer believed could help Democrats politically.
That move suddenly tied Ukraine's fate to immigration, one of the thorniest issues in American politics. Shortly before Christmas, the negotiations appeared to be close to collapse as Biden invited Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to Washington in an attempt to shame Republicans into funding the war. Yet Zelensky's appearance generated far less enthusiasm than an earlier visit, when Americans were more energized about defending Ukraine.
As the bill's chances dimmed, White House Chief of Staff Jeff Zients convened a daily strategy meeting. Aides would try to figure out if Biden should call McConnell and Schumer or summon congressional leaders to the Oval Office. They tried to pick the right moment to call wavering lawmakers, and to decide whether the outreach should be made by top White House officials, retired generals or even Zelensky.
As conditions in Ukraine became more desperate, Biden invited congressional leaders to an intelligence briefing on Jan. 17 in the White House Cabinet Room. Sullivan and Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines stressed that the need for aid was urgent and time sensitive. In the weeks that followed, the White House communicated regularly with Johnson, and officials sensed that he was coming around, a senior official said.
Then, in early February, a bipartisan group of senators announced a deal on a border package, surprising many of their colleagues and appearing to give the aid bill a boost. But Trump warned that passing a tough border bill, as initially demanded by many Republicans, would only help Democrats in the upcoming election, and Johnson declared the compromise "dead on arrival."
"A lot of our members said it's not good enough," McConnell said of the border deal. "And then our nominee for president said he'd rather us not do it at all, so that pretty well eliminated that issue."
Johnson for weeks had grappled with how to bring more House Republicans on board with the bill. But in the weeks after the tense meeting at the White House on Feb. 27, the speaker began to realize that much of his caucus would not support the bill under any circumstances. Worse, some of his fellow Republicans were threatening to depose him if he insisted on pushing it through.
But by this time Johnson had concluded that enacting the aid bill was the right thing to do, even if it meant relying on Democratic votes or losing his job. "Look, history judges us for what we do," Johnson said last week. "This is a critical time right now, critical time on the world stage. I could make a selfish decision and do something that's different, but I'm doing here what I believe to be the right thing."
As Johnson strategized, he recognized that different parts of the bill would prompt different defections: Many Republicans would oppose Ukraine aid, while dozens of Democrats could withhold their votes because of military aid to Israel. And many Republican lawmakers had also long demanded the issues be separated.
That's how he landed on the strategy of passing four separate bills: for Ukraine arms, Israel aid, Indo-Pacific funding and other provisions. Each mini-bill would spur defections, but not enough to sink any one of them.
The gambit worked; the four bills passed the House and were then stitched back together and sent to the Senate. In a win for McConnell, nine Senate Republicans who originally opposed the package flipped to yes votes.
"For those who were willing to focus on the facts, it was a compelling argument that we should do what we did," McConnell said. "Even if it was a request from a presidential personality we don't want to succeed."
Paul Kane contributed to this report.
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Commanders, finally, to retire Hall of Famer Darrell Green's No. 28
The legendary cornerback was a dominant force on the field and remains a powerful one off it. A first-ballot Hall of Famer, the only question about the honor was what took so long?
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-04-25

Hall of Fame cornerback Darrell Green will have his jersey retired by the Commanders this season. "I never thought about [my jersey being retired]. Never dreamed of it, never asked for it. Didn't think it would be weird if they didn't do it. But they did it and it was pretty overwhelming," he said. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


The Washington Commanders will retire the No. 28 jersey of Hall of Fame cornerback Darrell Green this season, making his the fifth jersey to be retired by the franchise over its 92-year history. His number will be shelved alongside Sonny Jurgensen's No. 9, Sean Taylor's No. 21, Sammy Baugh's No. 33 and Bobby Mitchell's No. 49.
The game and date for Green's jersey retirement will be announced after the NFL releases its schedule in early May.
"For 20 years, Darrell Green gave everything he had to this organization and fan base," team owner Josh Harris said in a release from the team. "Even after retiring from the burgundy and gold, he remained committed to giving back to this community, which to this day holds him in the highest regard. No one on our team will ever again wear No. 28."
Nicknamed the "Ageless Wonder," Green defied his size (5-foot-8, 170 pounds) as a true shutdown corner. His speed alone was otherworldly (he reportedly ran a 4.09-second 40-yard dash in training camp), but he matched his rare talent with a commitment to work off the field, which earned him the NFL's coveted Walter Payton Man of the Year award in 1996.
"I was very conscious of how if I'm successful how it would help my team," Green told The Post in a recent Zoom interview. "... I was getting the work done because I took it very seriously. So, to be rewarded, it just says that, man, I did it right."
Drafted in the first round in 1983 out of what is now Texas A&M Kingsville, a Division II program, Green set a slew of records and was widely regarded as one of the best cornerbacks in the game during his two decades in Washington. He helped the franchise to two of its three Super Bowl wins (XXII and XXVI) and set team records for the most career interceptions (54), game starts (258) and games played (295), pick-sixes (six) and longest fumble return (78 yards). He also set a number of NFL records, including most consecutive seasons with an interception (19). He was a four-time all-pro and earned seven Pro Bowl selections before retiring in 2003.
In a coordinated effort with Green's wife and son, the Commanders surprised him with news of their plans to retire his jersey earlier this month. Green was filming a video for this year's draft candidates and just when taping was about to wrap, he was asked to read one last item off the teleprompter.
"I read this whole story that they were honoring me with this, and it was one of those -- I dropped the mic and was just in tears," Green said. "It was the most thrilling surprise of my life."
That it didn't happen sooner was the true surprise.
For decades, Washington's NFL team had only one retired jersey (Baugh). It wasn't until 2020 did it add Mitchell and continue in the following seasons with Taylor and Jurgensen.
Since July, when a group led by Josh Harris purchased the team, the Commanders' ownership set out to rebuild relations with former players, many of whom chose to stay away during Daniel Snyder's ownership.
Among Harris's first calls when the sale was approved last summer was Green.
Green spoke to Harris as well as limited partners Mitchell Rales and Magic Johnson and was especially impressed, and touched, that they acknowledged his work off the field.
"They were speaking to me friend to friend," Green said. "That to me is what most impressed me in an attempt to touch me."
He added: "I never thought about [my jersey being retired]. Never dreamed of it, never asked for it. Didn't think it would be weird if they didn't do it. But they did it and it was pretty overwhelming."
Last October, Green attended his first Washington home game in 20 years, taking him back to where he capped his career in 2002.
"It's been a great ride, but there is no way I could be where I am without all of you," he told fans in pregame ceremony before that final meeting with the Dallas Cowboys.
This week, as he looked ahead to his jersey retirement ceremony and the start of a new regime in Washington, he offered a different message to fans.
"I would say to all of my fans: 'Hey guys, even those guys who went away for some negative reason. What I'm going to ask you to come on back. Come on back with me. ... I'm not worrying about the name. Not worried about yesterday. I'm not worried about anything. We're all back right now."
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Commanders decline linebacker Jamin Davis's fifth-year option
Exercising the option would have made the 2021 first-round pick one of the highest paid linebackers in the NFL.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-04-25

Commanders linebacker Jamin Davis is in the final year of his rookie contract. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


The Washington Commanders declined the fifth-year contract option for linebacker Jamin Davis, according to two people with knowledge of the decision, putting their 2021 first-round draft pick on track to become a free agent next March.
The decision should come as no surprise; the extra fifth year, available to first-round picks and fully guaranteed when exercised, was projected to be worth $14.483 million and would have made Davis among the four highest paid linebackers in the NFL by average salary.
The fourth and final year of Davis's rookie contract is now the most important of his young career.
Drafted 19th in the 2021 draft with the hope he would fill a years-long void for the Commanders at inside linebacker, Davis arrived with only one year of starting experience at Kentucky. His size, speed and athleticism intrigued the Commanders, however, who believed they could mold him into a "mike," or middle linebacker, and refine his pass rushing.
"He has a tremendous background -- the kind of background I look for -- [and is a] very smart, intelligent young man, plays the game at the right tempo," former Commanders coach Ron Rivera said of Davis in 2021. " ... He's what you look for in a football player."
But Davis's development was slow-going, and his performance in the 2022 season opener prompted public criticism from then-defensive coordinator Jack Del Rio. Davis's play improved later in that campaign, and last season he made a number of big plays for Washington's defense, totaling three sacks, two forced fumbles, four passes defensed and 89 total tackles (eight for loss). But it wasn't enough to match his draft status, let alone warrant one of the top salaries at his position. His 2023 season ended early after he suffered a shoulder injury in Week 13 that required surgery.
Davis's off-field troubles hindered his chances even more.
In March 2022, he was charged with reckless driving in Virginia, a misdemeanor punishable by up to 12 months in jail. Davis appealed his conviction and avoided jail time -- he was sentenced to 180 days, all of which were suspended -- but his license was revoked for six months.
He was also charged with reckless driving three months before that incident, but it was reduced to an infraction.
Davis is also a defendant, along with Commanders cornerback Benjamin St-Juste and former safety Deshazor Everett, in a wrongful-death lawsuit that claims the three were racing their cars in Loudoun County when Everett crashed, killing his girlfriend, Olivia Peters, who was a passenger.
Peters's mother, Kathleen Peters, filed the lawsuit in Loudoun County Circuit Court in December, seeking $25 million in damages and a jury trial. The case is still pending.
Davis's status, while never solid with the regime that drafted him, became even more uncertain when the Commanders overhauled their front office and coaching staff earlier this year.
Led by General Manager Adam Peters, the Commanders signed more than two dozen free agents, including five linebackers. Frankie Luvu, signed to a three-year contract, and nine-time Pro Bowler Bobby Wagner headlined the group and are expected to start.
"We're really pumped on [Davis], too, and finding the things that he does best and the role to do that," Coach Dan Quinn said in March.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/04/25/jamin-davis-option-declined-commanders/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What the Commanders need in the draft (besides a quarterback)
The draft isn't only about the quarterback: Washington needs help on the offensive line, in the defensive backfield, with its pass rush and its pass-catchers.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-04-25

Oregon State's Taliese Fuaga is expected to be a high pick in the NFL draft, and the Commanders need help on the offensive line. (Michael Conroy/AP) 


News flash: The Washington Commanders need players at positions other than quarterback. The team's revamped front office used free agency to minimize pressing needs and increase roster flexibility. Now, officials can set the foundation for the new era by turning to their stockpile of picks in the NFL draft, which starts Thursday night.
Washington is expected to take a quarterback with the second overall pick, but its other selections can't be isolated from that headliner. As NFL Network analyst Daniel Jeremiah has noted, teams are starting to shift their focus from quarterbacks -- who are notoriously hard to project -- to their NFL environments.
"Do we have the right play-caller, the right offensive line to protect him, and do we have some guys he can get the ball to?" Jeremiah said. "That seems to be what's going to lead to these guys being a success or not, more so than even just how good the player at the quarterback position might be."
As a reminder, the Commanders enter the draft with nine picks: The No. 2 overall pick, two in the second round (Nos. 36 and 40), three in the third round (Nos. 67, 78 and 100), two in the fifth round (Nos. 139 and 152) and one final pick in the seventh round (No. 222).
Here's a look at some of the team's other positions of need.
The most glaring need. A popular theory around the NFL is that the Commanders will use their treasure chest of draft capital to trade back into the first round for a tackle. The team cut its starter at left tackle (Charles Leno Jr.) and has a below-average starter on the right (Andrew Wylie).
It would be difficult for Washington to move up far enough to select an elite prospect, such as Notre Dame's Joe Alt. But if a prospect slides to the middle or end of the first round, the Commanders might be willing to pay to move up. The cost would almost certainly be at least one second-round pick and a mid- to late-rounder.
If the Commanders were aggressive, they could target players expected to be taken in the top half of the first round, such as Oregon State's Taliese Fuaga, Penn State's Olu Fashanu or Washington's Troy Fautanu. The next tier includes Alabama's JC Latham, Georgia's Amarius Mims and Oklahoma's Tyler Guyton.
If the team stayed put, it could target Arizona's Jordan Morgan or Texas's Christian Jones in the second round.
"It's pretty universally known [that] it's a really good tackle class, deep tackle class," Commanders General Manager Adam Peters said. "As you can see in a lot of the mock drafts, there's a ton of those guys coming off in the first round. We got a chance to visit with a lot of them and really at different levels. But yeah, we're really, really excited about that group."

Cornerback T.J. Tampa of Iowa State could be an option in the second round. (Tony Gutierrez/AP) 


Cornerback, tight end and edge rusher are the second tier of the team's needs. Washington added some reinforcements in free agency but would like to continue upgrading.
Corner tops the second tier because the team only has one veteran who has been a regular starter on the outside (Michael Davis), along with two young players who struggled last year (Emmanuel Forbes Jr. and Benjamin St-Juste) and one ascending hybrid with potential in the slot (Quan Martin).
Coach Dan Quinn has a history of success with big corners, from Richard Sherman (in Seattle) to DaRon Bland (in Dallas). The rough profile of a "Quinn corner" seems to be at least 6 feet tall and 190 pounds with 31-inch arms.
In the second round, potential prospects who fit that description include Alabama's Kool-Aid McKinstry and Iowa State's T.J. Tampa. Later, there are Oregon's Khyree Jackson, Mississippi State's Decamerion Richardson and Notre Dame's Cam Hart.
It's arguably the second-most important position in the sport behind quarterback. Washington overhauled its pass rush in free agency with proven, rotational vets who could start. But the team probably wants to draft and develop young players with upside, and experts believe the class is relatively deep.
The second tier of edge rushers, some of whom could be available early in the second round, includes Penn State's Chop Robinson, Western Michigan's Marshawn Kneeland and Missouri's Darius Robinson. But there are still good prospects projected to be available later, such as Alabama's Chris Braswell and Penn State's Adisa Isaac.
The Commanders could take multiple edge rushers, even though they have several young players already on the roster, as teams have consistently invested significant draft capital in the position, according to an analysis by Sumer Sports.
Multiple analysts believe the tight end class is relatively weak. Washington has one veteran pass-catcher (Zach Ertz, signed in free agency), one solid blocker (John Bates) and two question marks (Armani Rogers and Cole Turner), with Rogers returning from a torn Achilles'. The team wants more depth and upside here, and it would make sense to draft a tight end in the top 100 picks to pair with the young quarterback.
The question is whether Washington wants to be aggressive and target one in the second tier or wait until later. Experts disagree on who is in the second tier apart from Texas's Ja'Tavion Sanders. Jeremiah likes Arizona's Tanner McLachlan and Kansas State's Ben Sinnott; Dane Brugler of the Athletic prefers Penn State's Theo Johnson and TCU's Jared Wiley.

South Carolina wide receiver Xavier Legette is a big pass-catching target. (Artie Walker Jr./AP) 


The third tier of needs could also be headlined by linebacker. But considering the Commanders already added a couple of veteran linebackers in free agency, the offense will likely major in three-receiver sets, and the team lost Curtis Samuel in free agency, let's focus on the pass-catchers.
The receiver room has one stud (Terry McLaurin), one promising young player who was lost at times last year (Jahan Dotson), a rarely productive vertical threat on an expiring rookie deal (Dyami Brown) and two serviceable vets (Olamide Zaccheaus and Jamison Crowder).
Good news for the Commanders: The receiver classes are deep and talented every year. There are excellent options all over the board, from early in the second round (Florida State's Keon Coleman) to late in the seventh (Texas San Antonio's Joshua Cephus).
The team could also complement its somewhat undersized corps with bigger targets, such as South Carolina's Xavier Legette (at 6-foot-1 and 221 pounds) or Florida State's Johnny Wilson (6-6, 231).
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