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Supreme Court Appears Sharply Divided in Emergency Abortion Case



The justices weighed whether a federal law aimed at protecting access to emergency medical care superseded Idaho's near-total abortion ban.




Protesters outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday. 




By Abbie VanSickle


Apr 24, 2024


The Supreme Court appeared sharply divided on Wednesday over whether federal law should allow doctors to perform emergency abortions in states with near-total bans on the procedure, in a case that could determine access to abortion in emergency rooms across the country.



The lively, two-hour argument focused on a clash between Idaho, whose law limits access to abortion unless the life of the pregnant woman is in danger, and federal law. Questioning by the justices suggested a divide along ideological -- and possibly gender -- lines.



"What Idaho is doing is waiting for women to wait and deteriorate and suffer the lifelong health consequences with no possible upside for the fetus," said Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar, arguing on behalf of the federal government. "It just stacks tragedy upon tragedy."



Justice Elena Kagan interjected that the current situation seemed untenable: "It can't be the right standard of care to force somebody onto a helicopter."



Although the collision between the two laws affects only those women who face dire medical complications during pregnancy, a broad decision could have implications for more than a dozen states that have enacted near-total bans on abortion since the court overturned a constitutional right to abortion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization in June 2022.



The dispute was the second time in less than a month that the Supreme Court has grappled with abortion. It is a potent reminder that even after 
Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. vowed
 in 2022 that the issue would return to elected representatives, it continues to make its way back to the court. In late March, the justices 
considered the availability
 of the abortion pill mifepristone.



The federal law at issue, the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act, or EMTALA, enacted by Congress in 1986, mandates that hospitals receiving federal funds provide patients with stabilizing care.



Under Idaho's near-total ban on abortion, the procedure is illegal except in cases of incest, rape, some instances of nonviable pregnancies or when it is "necessary to prevent the death of the pregnant woman." Doctors who perform abortions could face criminal penalties, prison time and loss of their licenses to practice medicine.



The Biden administration maintains that the federal law conflicts with -- and should override -- Idaho's. Lawyers for the state contend that the administration has improperly interpreted the federal law in a way that would bypass state bans.



Abortion opponents assert the Biden administration is trying to use the federal law to turn hospitals into legal abortion sites in states where the procedure is mostly banned.



Several of the conservative justices appeared skeptical of the federal government's argument that the decades-old law aimed at preventing "patient dumping" -- hospitals refusing to treat the poor and uninsured -- should override Idaho's abortion restrictions.



"How can you impose restrictions on what Idaho can criminalize simply because hospitals in Idaho have chosen to participate in Medicare?" Justice Alito asked.




Wednesday was the second time in less than a month that an abortion law was before the Supreme Court. 




The three liberal justices pushed back strongly on the lawyer arguing for Idaho, Joshua N. Turner, broaching several examples of pregnant women facing severe complications that could leave them unable to have children or with debilitating injuries. They also cited recent reports that, since Idaho's ban went into effect, hospitals have flown several women to other states to receive emergency abortion care. Justice Amy Coney Barrett, a conservative, joined the tough questioning.



Justice Sonia Sotomayor appeared skeptical of Mr. Turner's argument that the state's law allows for doctors to make a good-faith determination about whether a patient's life is in danger, describing a patient whose water broke early and required a hysterectomy and abortion.



"She can no longer have children," Justice Sotomayor said. "All right? You're telling me the doctor there couldn't have done the abortion earlier?"



"Again, it goes back to whether a doctor can in good-faith medical judgment --" Mr. Turner began.



"That's a lot for the doctor to risk," Justice Sotomayor replied.



Justice Barrett asked what would happen if a local prosecutor did not agree with a doctor's judgment that an abortion was necessary.



When Mr. Turner answered that "it is very case by case," Justice Barrett joined in: "I'm kind of shocked actually because I thought your own expert had said below that these kinds of cases were covered," she said.



Even as Mr. Turner responded that such cases would be covered if a doctor acted in good faith, Justice Barrett continued to probe.



"What if the prosecutor thought differently?" she asked. "What if the prosecutor thought, well, I don't think any good-faith doctor could draw that conclusion."



"That, your honor, is the nature of prosecutorial discretion, and it may result in a case," Mr. Turner said.




Health care workers from George Washington University protesting outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday. 




An extended exchange between Justice Alito and Ms. Prelogar raised a broader question about whether some of the conservative justices may be prepared to embrace the language of fetal personhood, that is, the notion that a fetus would have the same rights as a pregnant woman.



Justice Alito, who had relied on the language of fetal personhood in writing the court's majority opinion in Dobbs, noted that "one potentially very important phrase" had not been mentioned -- the federal law's "reference to the woman's quote, unquote, unborn child."



"Isn't that an odd phrase to put in a statute that imposes a mandate to perform abortions?" Justice Alito asked. "Have you ever seen an abortion statute that uses the phrase 'unborn child?'"



Ms. Prelogar responded that it made sense in terms of that federal law because it was an attempt to ensure that hospitals treated both a pregnant woman and the fetus in an emergency medical situation.



The Biden administration has relied on EMTALA as a narrow way to challenge state-level abortion bans.



After the court overturned a constitutional right to an abortion, near-total bans on the procedure swiftly took effect in some states, 
including in Idaho
.



Once the Republican-controlled Legislature in the state passed the Defense of Life Act, which makes it a crime to perform or assist in performing an abortion, the Biden administration 
sued the state
 in August 2022, arguing that federal law should trump the state law when the two directly conflict.



The federal law specifies that a hospital must provide care to a person with an "emergency medical condition." For pregnant women, the law states, that means when "the absence of immediate medical attention could reasonably be expected" to jeopardize "the health of the woman or her unborn child."



If a hospital breaks the federal law, it can be sued and potentially lose Medicare funding. The federal law also includes a provision that it will not pre-empt a state or local law unless "the requirement directly conflicts with" it.



But the state law imposes a prison sentence of up to five years if it is violated and can lead to the loss of a doctor's medical license. 



A federal trial judge 
temporarily blocked
 the state's ban. Last fall, a three-judge panel from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 
put the ruling on hold
 and reinstated the ban. But that decision was ultimately overridden by an 11-member panel of the appeals court, which temporarily blocked Idaho's law as the appeal continued.



Outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday, demonstrators gathered at competing rallies.



Mylissa Farmer, 43, who said she was denied an abortion in Missouri and Kansas after her water broke at 17 weeks, spoke in support of the federal law's protections.



"I just don't want anyone else to go through what I did," Ms. Farmer said. "That's why I'm speaking out, because it's so wrong, and I don't see any kind of light."



Just steps away, about a dozen anti-abortion demonstrators raised signs that read "Abortion betrays women" and "Emergency rooms are not abortion clinics."



"What this law would do is it essentially make our hospitals and emergency rooms abortion clinics," Bethany Janzen, 30, the founder of an anti-abortion group, said of the federal law. "And that's a problem."



Aishvarya Kavi
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/us/politics/supreme-court-idaho-abortion-ban.html
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Campus Protests Over Gaza Intensify Amid Pushback by Universities and Police



There were dozens of new arrests as universities moved to prevent pro-Palestinian encampments from taking hold as they have at Columbia University.




Texas state troopers with protesters at the University of Texas at Austin on Wednesday.




By J. David Goodman, David Montgomery, Jonathan Wolfe and Jenna Russell


Apr 25, 2024


A wave of pro-Palestinian protests spread and intensified on Wednesday as students gathered on campuses around the country, in some cases facing off with the police, in a widening showdown over campus speech and the war in Gaza.



University administrators from Texas to California moved to clear protesters and prevent encampments from taking hold on their own campuses as they have at Columbia University, deploying police in tense new confrontations that already have led to dozens of arrests.



At the same time, new protests continued erupting in places like Pittsburgh and San Antonio. Students expressed solidarity with their fellow students at Columbia, and with a pro-Palestinian movement that appeared to be galvanized by the pushback on other campuses and the looming end of the academic year.



Protesters on several campuses said their demands included divestment by their universities from companies connected to the Israeli military campaign in Gaza, disclosure of those and other investments and a recognition of the continuing right to protest without punishment.



The demonstrations spread overseas as well, with students on campuses in Cairo, Paris and Sydney, Australia, gathering to voice support for Palestinians and opposition to the war.



As new protests were emerging, the speaker of the House of Representatives, Mike Johnson, visited the Columbia campus in New York, where university officials were 
seeking to negotiate with protest leaders
 to end the encampment of around 80 tents still pitched on a central campus lawn.



Mr. Johnson said the school's president, Nemat Shafik, should resign if she could not immediately get the situation under control, calling her an "inept leader" who had failed to guarantee the safety of Jewish students.



The speaker said there could be an appropriate time for the 
National Guard to be called in
, and that Congress should consider revoking federal funding if universities could not keep the protests under control.



Republican lawmakers have accused university administrators for months of not doing enough to protect Jewish students on college campuses, seizing on an issue that has sharply divided Democrats.



Some of the campus demonstrations that have taken place since the war began last year have included hate speech and expressions of support for Hamas, the armed group based in Gaza that led the deadly attacks on Israel on Oct. 7, sparking the war that has left more than 34,000 people dead in Gaza, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.



One of the biggest new protests on Wednesday was in Texas, where dozens of police officers, many of them in riot gear and some of them on horseback, blocked the path of protesters at the state's premier public university, the University of Texas at Austin. At least 34 people were arrested after refusing to disperse, according to a state police spokeswoman.



Gov. Greg Abbott said that arrests there would continue until the protesters dispersed. "These protesters belong in jail," 
he wrote on X
. "Students joining in hate-filled, antisemitic protests at any public college or university in Texas should be expelled."



Hours earlier, at the Dallas campus of the University of Texas, a large group of student protesters briefly staged a sit-in near the office of the university president, demanding divestments. The students left after the president agreed to meet with them.



At the University of Southern California in Los Angeles, the police moved in just before lunchtime to break up an encampment of about 100 pro-Palestinian protesters at the center of campus. As demonstrators chanted, "Shame," officers tackled at least one protester and put that person into a campus police car, but the protester was later released.



Claudia Galliani, 26, a master's student in public policy at U.S.C., said she was protesting "to stand in solidarity with the students of Columbia and other campuses across the States who are receiving brutality due to their advocacy for Palestine." She said that the protesters had been ostracized and accused of antisemitism.



Many U.S.C. students were angered at the 
cancellation of a commencement address
 by the valedictorian Asna Tabassum, who is Muslim, after complaints from groups on campus that cited her support on social media for Palestinians.



"I think universities don't want what's happening on the East Coast to spread to the West Coast," said Maga Miranda, a doctoral student in ethnic studies at the University of California, Los Angeles who joined the protest at U.S.C.




The Speaker of the House of Representatives, Mike Johnson, visited the Columbia University campus on Wednesday.




Protesters returned later in the day, but the university prevented, for the moment at least, a permanent encampment from being established, as the tents that had been forcibly removed in the morning were not re-erected.



Just before 6 p.m., Los Angeles Police Department officers ordered them to disperse and threatened them with arrest and expulsion from school. Many protesters moved outside of a police perimeter, but more than two dozen locked arms in the middle of the campus quad, some holding Palestinian flags.



Officers later arrested between 25 and 30 protesters, according to Sgt. Scott W. Wilhelm of the L.A.P.D. 



At Brown University in Rhode Island, scores of students pitched tents on the campus's Main Green on Wednesday. Organizers said their minds were on the children and students in Gaza, not on the administration's warning that the new encampment violated university policy. They promised to stay until they were forced off.



"What we're putting on the line is so minimal in risk, compared to what Gazans are going through," said Niyanta Nepal, a junior from Concord, N.H., and the president-elect of the student body. "This is the least we can be doing, as youth in a privileged situation, to take ownership of the situation."



She said the emergence of a national student movement on college campuses had galvanized Brown students. "I think everyone was ready to act, and the national momentum was what we needed," she said. Rafi Ash, a sophomore from Amherst, Mass., and a member of Brown University Jews for Ceasefire Now, said the student protesters were in it for the long haul. "We'll be here until they divest, or until we're forced off," he said.



Administrators at Harvard University sought to head off a similar scene by shuttering Harvard Yard, a central gathering place on campus. But students flooded the yard's grassy patches anyway on Wednesday, rapidly erecting tents as part of an "emergency rally" against the suspension a pro-Palestinian campus group.



At Cal Poly Humboldt in Arcata, Calif., administrators said they were shutting down the campus through the weekend, concerned that protesters occupying two buildings could spread to others.



Late Tuesday, two students were arrested at Ohio State University,
 
school officials said, during an on-campus protest that had since dispersed.



The protests at the University of Texas at Austin were among the first to take place in a Republican-led state in the South, occurring within walking distance of the governor's mansion. Like other Republican political leaders, Gov. Greg Abbott has been outspoken in his support for Israel, and last month, he vowed to fight any antisemitism on campus.




Campus police checked for student IDs at a pro-Palestinian encampment at Brown University in Providence, R.I.




University leaders on Tuesday said they had revoked permission for a protest and warned those who might seek to gather anyway.



"The University of Texas at Austin will not allow this campus to be 'taken,'" two administrators from the Office of the Dean of Students wrote in a letter to the Palestine Solidarity Committee.



State police were deployed to the campus on Wednesday at the request of the university and at Mr. Abbott's direction, said the state police spokeswoman, Ericka Miller, "in order to prevent any unlawful assembly."



When protesters began to congregate despite the warnings, the response was swift. Scores of officers formed crowd-control lines, some clutching batons. After having ordered the protesters to disperse, some officers surged into the crowd and hauled several people away, then returned for others.



"Let them go!" some people shouted as the crowd grew.



At one point, hundreds of students and their supporters were gathered on the south mall of the campus, including some who gathered in a large circle and chanted, "Pigs go home!" Soon, the police moved in again, pushing through the crowds and making further arrests.



Ms. Miller said the majority of those arrested were charged with criminal trespassing.



In a statement, the university's Division of Student Affairs said that the university would not tolerate disruptions "like we have seen at other campuses" and would take action to allow students to finish their classes and final exams "without interruption."



Anna Betts
 and 
Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs
 in New York, 
Edgar Sandoval
 in San Antonio and 
Jose Quezada
 in Arcata, Calif., contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/us/college-protests-spread-austin-dallas.html
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The espresso machine was warming up and Liliia Korneva was counting cash at the coffee shop in Kharkiv where she works when a powerful Russian bomb detonated nearby, sending up a deafening explosion and knocking her to the floor.



"I can't describe in words how it felt, it was terrifying," said Ms. Korneva, 20. She was not hurt, though the courtyard where the bomb fell was destroyed and a man riding a bicycle nearby was killed, according to city officials.



Just a day later, the cafe was open again. Kharkiv, Ukraine's second largest city, is open for business, too, despite a sustained bombing campaign that is among the most devastating of the entire war and growing fears that Russia might launch a renewed offensive aimed at taking the city.



Russian attacks have destroyed all three major power stations, but residents continue to live and work with only a few, often unpredictable, hours of electricity each day. More than 100 schools have been damaged or destroyed but classes go on, deep underground in subway stations. Dozens of fire and paramedic stations have been blown up, putting first responders in daily jeopardy but failing to deter them from their jobs.




With Kharkiv being bombarded on a regular basis and sophisticated air defense systems in short supply, mobile units armed with powerful guns watch the skies for approaching enemy drones.





Volodymyr, 6, being photographed by his grandfather, a former soldier who was wounded on the front line, at a gas station on the outskirts of Kharkiv.




"When a rocket hits, within three to four hours, all the glass is cleaned up, all the central roads are cleared," said Andrii Dronov, the 39-year-old deputy chief of the Kharkiv Fire Department. "By morning, it looks like nothing happened and there were no explosions."



As the attacks intensify, though, there are real questions about how much longer Kharkiv, 25 miles from the Russian border, can hold on without more robust air defenses. Since March, Russia has been bombarding it for the first time with one of the deadliest weapons in its arsenal: powerful guided bombs known as glide bombs, dropped from warplanes, that deliver hundreds of pounds of explosives in a single blast.



"It's a strategy to intimidate people, a strategy to make people leave their homes, to make people evacuate," Kharkiv's mayor, Ihor Terekhov, said during a recent interview, conducted at a secret location since his office is a target. "It's the destruction of the city itself."



Since January, Ukrainian officials said, more missiles have struck Kharkiv, currently home to 1.3 million people, than at any time since the first months of the war. The Ukrainian authorities have ordered the mandatory evacuation of villages to the east of the city as violence along the border escalates.




Antitank barricades next to a bus stop outside a shopping center in Kharkiv. Attacks on the city are intensifying, and it is not clear how much longer it can hold on without more robust air defenses.





Life goes on in Kharkiv, despite the near-daily threat of bombardment by Russia. "Despite everything, we live, we work, and we love our city very much," said Ihor Terekhov, the mayor.




Russia's foreign minister, Sergey V. Lavrov, last week became the highest ranking Kremlin official 
to signal that Moscow
 has designs on seizing Kharkiv, saying it "plays an important role" in President Vladimir V. Putin's stated desire to create a "sanitary zone" along the Russian border. Military analysts have noted a marked increase in military activity in the area.



It remains unknown if Russia is seriously considering an attack from the north. It may simply be trying to stretch Ukrainian troops by forcing them to bolster defenses along a new front in the north, while also seeking to stoke public panic in Kharkiv.



For city residents, the speculation only adds to the anxiety of living under daily bombardment. They watched on Monday as Russia struck the city's main television tower with a missile in broad daylight, sending the top of the nearly 800-foot-tall main mast crashing to the ground in a cloud of dust and twisted metal.



But the major cause of alarm these days is the glide bombs, which are big bombs that Moscow has in abundance, outfitted with wings and guidance systems. The Russians have recently modified the bombs to fly more than 60 miles, putting Kharkiv and other population centers within range for the first time.



At least 15 guided bombs have targeted Kharkiv in the past three weeks, Ukrainian officials said.



Dwindling supplies of air defense weapons have made Ukrainian towns and cities more vulnerable in recent weeks, a situation Kyiv hopes will begin to be remedied by the $60 billion military assistance package that President Biden is expected to sign this week.



In the meantime, residents try to maintain a sense of order to cope with the chaos and uncertainty of war. The crater in the courtyard outside Ms. Korneva's coffee shop, for instance, has been filled, shattered windows boarded up, splintered trees cut down and a playground repaired. She is making espressos again, albeit for fewer clients.




The Planeta Mall was among several places bombed by S-300 missiles in Kharkiv's city center on April 5 and April 6.





Kharkiv TEC-5, a combined heat and power plant in Kharkiv, was so heavily damaged by a strike that it ceased operation.




Last week, New York Times journalists traveled around the city with paramedics and firefighters, observing daily life and talking to residents and local officials. Widely ranging emotions were evident. There is no simple way to explain what it feels like to live every day with the threat of death, when a missile fired from Russia can strike anywhere in the city in less than a minute.



"No one knows if they will see the morning," the mayor said. "But despite everything, we live, we work, and we love our city very much."



There is no exodus from Kharkiv like that in the first weeks of the war, when artillery thundered day and night and the population -- two million before the war -- fell to 300,000. After the Russians were driven out of most of the Kharkiv region during 
Kyiv's counteroffensive
 in the fall of 2022, more than one million people returned, local officials say.



"I felt a strong homesickness," said Anna Ivanova, 19, a student who fled to Finland but returned after the Russians were driven back. "Here, I had my plans, dreams and aspirations."



A rocket recently smashed into the house of her mother's friend. Rather than flee, the friend moved in with her mother, and they have no plans to leave. "I'll use a well-worn phrase," Ms. Ivanova said. "Kharkiv is unbreakable, although people are visibly exhausted."




In February 2022, Kharkiv's School No. 134 was occupied by Russian special forces, who converted it into their base for a further advance on Kharkiv before being pushed back by the Ukrainian military.





Students from MetroSchool, one of five schools that opened in subway stations in Kharkiv, in January.




Amil Nasirov, the 29-year-old lead singer of a popular band called Kurgan & Agregat, said, "It's terrifying to live, to enjoy life."



You hear the explosions at night, he said, then you look at what was hit in the light of day. "And you think, it's nearby, not far from me, like 700-800 meters away," he said, "and you think, 'Wow, this is insane.'"



He had just attended a premiere of a new Ukrainian film -- "Rock, Paper, Grenade," a coming-of-age story in 1990s Ukraine -- before a sold-out audience. The mall where the film was screened was ravaged by a missile strike in March 2022. Rebuilt and now powered by generators, it was bustling with families on a recent Sunday afternoon.



Aside from the wail of air alarms, which are constant and often ignored, it could have been any plaza in any peaceful European city.



"The most horrifying thing is that people get used to it," Mr. Nasirov said. "Shelling starting from 11 p.m. to 1 a.m. What is this? And why should we get used to it?"




Demolishing an apartment building that was bombed at the beginning of the invasion in the Saltivka neighborhood of Kharkiv.





Dina Chmuzh, a local artist, paints the words of Ukrainian poets on the city's boarded-up windows. She likens them to a kind of armor. 




The most extensive destruction remains in the northeastern neighborhood of Saltivka, where the front line briefly settled in the war's early days. The shattered apartment blocks serve as evidence of the devastation Russian ground forces inflicted before pulling back.



But almost no corner of Kharkiv has been spared violence.



The boulevards in the old city center are lined with a mesmerizing tapestry of architectural styles, where 18th-century neoclassical design is intertwined with Soviet-era constructivist buildings that eschewed decorative designs. Now, elaborate facades are pockmarked with shrapnel. Stark concrete buildings are scorched by fire. One house can stand largely untouched, while a building next door is demolished.



Dina Chmuzh, a local artist, paints the words of Ukrainian poets past and present on the wooden boards that now cover so many blasted out windows. She likened the boards to a kind of armor. "The city seems to be trying to shield itself," she said.



Ms. Chmuzh said that knowing the history of Kharkiv could bolster the population's resolve. The city was a center of the Ukrainian nationalist movement in the early 20th century and also the site of bloody campaigns by Stalin to snuff out the desire for independence.



"Even when you feel you can't endure it anymore, you can still draw strength endlessly, even through this pain," she said.




A damaged apartment building in the Saltivka area of Kharkiv. The neighborhood was home to the front line of fighting early in the war before the Russians pulled back.




Liubov Sholudko contributed reporting from Kharkiv.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/world/europe/ukraine-kharkiv-russia-glide-bombs.html
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Arizona Charges Giuliani and Other Trump Allies in Election Interference Case



Those charged included Mark Meadows, the former White House chief of staff, and the fake electors who acted on Mr. Trump's behalf in Arizona after the 2020 election. 




Rudolph Giuliani, Mark Meadows and several others were indicted in an election interference case in Arizona. 




By Danny Hakim


Apr 25, 2024


Rudolph W. Giuliani, Mark Meadows, and a number of others who advised Donald J. Trump during the 2020 election were indicted in Arizona on Wednesday, along with all of the fake electors who acted on Mr. Trump's behalf there to try to keep him in power despite his loss in the state. 



Arizona is the fourth swing state to bring an elections case involving the activities of the Trump campaign in 2020, but only the second after Georgia to go beyond the fake electors whom the campaign deployed in swing states lost by Mr. Trump. The former president was also named an unindicted co-conspirator. 



"I understand for some of you today didn't come fast enough, and I know I'll be criticized by others for conducting this investigation at all," Kris Mayes, Arizona's Democratic attorney general, said in a recorded statement. "But as I have stated before and will say here again today, I will not allow American democracy to be undermined. It's too important." 



Mr. Giuliani is Mr. Trump's former personal lawyer; Mr. Meadows was the White House chief of staff at the time of the 2020 election. They were among a number of defendants whose names were redacted from the indictment, though it was clear from the context and the descriptions who they were. 



Also indicted were Boris Epshteyn, who remains one of Mr. Trump's most senior lawyers; Mike Roman, a Trump campaign operative in 2020, and John Eastman, an architect of the fake electors plan. Two other lawyers who advised Mr. Trump and his 2020 campaign were also indicted, Jenna Ellis and Christina Bobb.
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In her three decades of working with elephant seals, Dr. Marcela Uhart had never seen anything like the scene on the beaches of Argentina's Valdes Peninsula last October.



It was peak breeding season; the beach should have been teeming with harems of fertile females and enormous males battling one another for dominance. Instead, it was "just carcass upon carcass upon carcass," recalled Dr. Uhart, who directs the Latin American wildlife health program at the University of California, Davis.



H5N1, one of the many viruses that cause bird flu, had already killed 
at least 24,000
 South American sea lions along the continent's coasts in less than a year. Now it had come for elephant seals.



Pups of all ages, from newborns to the fully weaned, lay dead or dying at the high-tide line. Sick pups lay listless, foam oozing from their mouths and noses.



Dr. Uhart called it "an image from hell."



In the weeks that followed, she and a colleague -- protected head to toe with gloves, gowns and masks, and periodically dousing themselves with bleach -- carefully documented the devastation. Team members stood atop the nearby cliffs, assessing the toll with drones.



What they found was staggering: The virus had killed 
an estimated 17,400 seal pups
, more than 95 percent of the colony's young animals.




Dead elephant seals at Punta Delgada in Argentina last October.




The catastrophe was the latest in a bird flu epidemic that has whipped around the world since 2020, prompting authorities on multiple continents to kill poultry and other birds by the millions. In the United States alone, more than 
90 million birds
 have been culled in a futile attempt to deter the virus.



There has been no stopping H5N1. Avian flu viruses tend to be picky about their hosts, typically sticking to one kind of wild bird. But this one has rapidly infiltrated an astonishingly wide array of birds and 
animals, from
 squirrels and skunks to bottlenose dolphins, polar bears and, most recently, dairy cows.



"In my flu career, we have not seen a virus that expands its host range quite like this," said Troy Sutton, a virologist who studies avian and human influenza viruses at Penn State University.



The blow to sea mammals, and to dairy and poultry industries, is worrying enough. But a bigger concern, experts said, is what these developments portend: The virus is adapting to mammals, edging closer to spreading among people.



A human pandemic is by no means inevitable. So far at least, the 
changes in the virus
 do not signal that H5N1 can cause a pandemic, Dr. Sutton said.



Still, he said, "We really don't know how to interpret this or what it means."



Marine mortalities




Carrying culled birds from a market in Hong Kong during a bird flu outbreak in 2008.




A highly pathogenic strain of H5N1 was identified in 1996 in domestic waterfowl in China. The next year, 18 people in Hong Kong became infected with the virus, and six died. The virus then went silent, but it 
resurfaced in Hong Kong
 in 2003. Since then, it has caused dozens of outbreaks in poultry and affected more than 800 people who were in close contact with the birds.



All the while, it continued to evolve.



The version of H5N1 currently racing across the world emerged in Europe in 2020 and spread quickly to Africa and Asia. It killed scores of farmed birds, but unlike its predecessors it also spread widely among wild birds and into many other animals.



Most infections of mammals were probably "dead-end" cases: a fox, perhaps, that ate an infected bird and died without passing on the virus. But a few larger outbreaks suggested that H5N1 was capable of more.



The first clue came in the summer of 2022, when the virus killed hundreds of seals 
in New England
 and 
Quebec
. A few months later, it infiltrated 
a mink farm in Spain
.



In the mink, at least, the most likely explanation was that H5N1 had adapted to spread among the animals. The scale of the outbreaks in sea mammals in South America underscored that probability.



"Even intuitively, I would think that mammal-to-mammal transmission is very likely," said Malik Peiris, a virologist and expert in bird flu at the University of Hong Kong.



After it was first detected in South America, in birds in Colombia in October 2022, the virus swept down the Pacific coast to Tierra del Fuego, the southernmost tip of the continent, and up the Atlantic coast.




Disposing of quarantined eggs at a poultry farm in Margaliot, Israel, in 2022.




Along the way, it killed hundreds of thousands of seabirds, and tens of thousands of sea lions, in 
Peru
, 
Chile
, Argentina, 
Uruguay
 and 
Brazil.
 The sea lions behaved erratically, experiencing convulsions and paralysis; pregnant females miscarried 
their fetuses
.



"What happened when the virus moved to South America we had never seen before," Dr. Uhart said.



Exactly how and when the virus jumped to marine mammals is unclear, but the sea lions most likely came into 
close contact with infected birds
 or contaminated droppings. (Although fish make up the bulk of sea lions' diet, they do sometimes eat birds.)



At some point, it's likely the virus evolved to spread directly among the marine mammals: In Argentina, the sea lion deaths did not coincide with the mass mortality of wild birds.



"This could suggest that the infection source was not the infected birds," said Dr. Pablo Plaza, a wildlife veterinarian at the National University of Comahue and National Scientific and Technical Research Council in Argentina.



It is not hard to imagine how the virus might disperse in these animals: Elephant seals and sea lions both breed in colonies, crowding together on beaches where they fight, mate and bark at one another. Elephant seals 
sneeze
 all day, dispersing large droplets of mucus each time they do.




Resting elephant seals of the Piedras Blancas colony near San Simeon, Calif. Elephant seals breed in large, crowded colonies, and they sneeze all day, dispersing large droplets of mucus each time they do so.




It is difficult to prove exactly how and when the virus moved from one species to another. But genetic 
analysis supports
 the theory the marine mammals acquired their infections from one another, not birds. Samples of virus isolated from sea lions in Peru and Chile and from the elephant seals in Argentina all share about 15 mutations not seen in the birds; the same mutations were also 
present in a Chilean man
 who was infected last year.



There are 
numerous opportunities
 for H5N1 to jump from sea mammals into people. One sick male elephant seal that sat for a day and a half on a public beach in Argentina turned out to carry enormous amounts of virus. In Peru, scientists collected samples from sea lion carcasses that lay alongside families enjoying a beach day.



Scavenging animals, such as dogs, could also pick up the virus from an infected carcass and then spread it more broadly: "None of the wildlife exists in their little silos," said Wendy Puryear, a virologist at Tufts University who studied the New England seal outbreaks.



In some South American countries, apart from a few carcasses that were buried, the rest have remained on the beaches, rotting and scavenged upon.



"How do you even scale up to remove 17,000 dead bodies out in the middle of nowhere, places where you can't even bring down machinery, and humongous cliffs?" Dr. Uhart said.



A mutating pathogen




Collecting blood from a brown booby in a quarantine facility to test for bird flu in Rio de Janeiro last summer.




Flu viruses are adept at picking up new mutations; when two types of flu virus infect the same animal, they can shuffle their genetic material and generate new versions.



It is unclear exactly how, and how much, the H5N1 virus has changed since it first emerged. One study last year showed that after the virus entered the United States, it quickly 
mixed with other flu viruses
 circulating here and morphed into various versions -- some mild, others causing severe neurological symptoms.



"So now after 20 years of reassortment, you have a virus that actually does extraordinary well in a whole variety of avian and mammal species," said Vincent Munster, a virologist at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases who has studied the mutations needed for H5N1 to adapt to people.



Every new species that harbors the virus creates opportunities for H5N1 to continue to evolve, and to jump into people.




PCR test results showing RNA signatures in a laboratory of the World Organization for Animal Health in Campinas, Brazil.




And the virus may stumble across mutations that no one has yet considered, allowing it to breach the species barrier. That is what happened in the 2009 swine flu outbreak.



That virus did not have the mutations thought to be needed to infect people easily. Instead, "it had these other mutations that no one knew about or thought about before then," said Louise Moncla, an evolutionary biologist who studies avian influenza at the University of Pennsylvania.



Still, even if the virus jumps to people, "we may not see the level of mortality that we're really concerned about," said Seema Lakdawala, a virologist at Emory University. "Preexisting immunity to seasonal flu strains will provide some protection from severe disease."



What happens next




Farms are fertile ground for the virus to jump species -- from cat to cow to pig and human, in any order. 




The U.S. is prepared for an influenza pandemic, with some stockpiled vaccines and antivirals, but its efforts at monitoring the virus may not pick it up quickly enough to deploy those tools.



It took several weeks before farmers, and then officials, knew that H5N1 was circulating in dairy cows.



The dairy farm outbreak has resulted in only one mild human infection, but farms are fertile ground for the virus to jump species -- from cat to cow to pig and human, in any order.



Many scientists worry in particular about pigs, which are susceptible to both human and avian flu strains, providing the perfect mixing bowl for viruses to swap genes. Pigs are slaughtered when very young, and newer generations, with no prior exposure to flu, are particularly vulnerable to infections.



So far, H5N1 does not seem adept at infecting pigs, but that could change as it acquires new mutations.




So far at least, H5N1 does not seem adept at infecting pigs, but that could change as it acquires new mutations.




"I never let my kids go to a state fair or animal farm, I'm one of those parents," Dr. Lakdawala said. "And it's mostly because I know that the number of interactions that we increase with animals, the more opportunities there are."



Should H5N1 adapt to people, federal officials will need to work together and with their international counterparts. Nationalism, competition and bureaucracy can all slow down the exchange of information that is crucial in a developing outbreak.



In some ways, the current spread among dairy cows is an opportunity to practice the drill, said Rick Bright, the chief executive of Bright Global Health, a consulting company that focuses on improving responses to public health emergencies. But the U.S. Agriculture Department is requiring only voluntary testing of cows, and is not as timely and transparent with its findings as it should be, he said.



Dr. Rosemary Sifford, the department's chief veterinarian, said the staff there were working hard to share information as quickly as they can. "This is considered an emerging disease," she said.



Government leaders are typically cautious, wanting to see more data. But "given the rapid speed at which this can spread and the devastating illness that it can cause if our leaders are hesitant and don't pull the right triggers at the right time, we will be caught flat-footed once again," Dr. Bright said.



"If we don't give it the panic but we give it the respect and due diligence," he added, alluding to the virus, "I believe we can manage it."
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Could Eating Less Help You Live Longer?



Calorie restriction and intermittent fasting both increase longevity in animals, aging experts say. Here's what that means for you.








By Dana G. Smith


Apr 24, 2024


If you put a lab mouse on a diet, cutting the animal's caloric intake by 30 to 40 percent, it will live, on average, about 30 percent longer. The calorie restriction, as the intervention is technically called, can't be so extreme that the animal is malnourished, but it should be aggressive enough to trigger some key biological changes.



Scientists 
first discovered
 this phenomenon in the 1930s, and over the past 90 years it has been replicated in species ranging from worms to monkeys. The subsequent studies also found that many of the calorie-restricted animals were less likely to develop cancer and other chronic diseases related to aging.



But despite all the research on animals, there remain a lot of unknowns. Experts are still debating how it works, and whether it's the number of calories consumed or the window of time in which they are eaten (also known as intermittent fasting) that matters more.



And it's still frustratingly uncertain whether eating less can help people live longer, as well. Aging experts are notorious for 
experimenting on themselves
 with different diet regimens, but actual longevity studies are scant and difficult to pull off because they take, well, a long time.



Here's a look at what scientists have learned so far, mostly through seminal animal studies, and what they think it might mean for humans.



Why would cutting calories increase longevity?



Scientists don't exactly know why eating less would cause an animal or person to live longer, but many hypotheses have an evolutionary bent. In the wild, animals experience periods of feast and famine, as did our human ancestors. Therefore, their (and conceivably our) biology evolved to survive and thrive not only during seasons of abundance, but also seasons of deprivation.



One theory
 is that, on a cellular level, calorie restriction makes animals more resilient to physical stressors. For example, calorie-restricted mice have greater resistance to toxins and recover faster from injury, said James Nelson, a professor of cellular and integrative physiology at the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio.



Another explanation involves the fact that, in both humans and 
animals
, eating fewer calories slows down metabolism. It's possible that "the less you have to get your body to metabolize, the longer it can live," said Dr. Kim Huffman, an associate professor of medicine at Duke University School of Medicine who has studied calorie restriction in people. "You know, just slow the wheels down and the tires will last longer."



Calorie restriction also forces the body to rely on fuel sources other than glucose, which aging experts think is beneficial for metabolic health and, ultimately, longevity. Several researchers pointed to a process known as 
autophagy
, where the body eats up malfunctioning parts of cells and uses them for energy. This helps cells function better and lowers the risk of several age-related diseases.



In fact, scientists think that one of the main reasons calorie-restricted diets make mice live longer is because the animals don't get sick as early, if at all, said Dr. Richard Miller, a professor of pathology at the University of Michigan.



There are a few notable exceptions to the findings around longevity and calorie restriction. Most striking was a study Dr. Nelson 
published in 2010
 on mice that were genetically diverse. He found that some of the mice lived longer when they ate less, but a larger percentage actually had a shorter life span.



"That was kind of really unheard of," Dr. Nelson said, noting that most papers on calorie restriction start out by saying: "'Food restriction is the most robust, almost universal means of extending life span in species across the animal kingdom' and blah, blah, blah."



Other researchers have disputed the significance of Dr. Nelson's findings. "People cite this study as though it were general evidence that caloric restriction only works a tiny portion, or some portion of the time," Dr. Miller said. "But you can reach that conclusion only if you ignore 50 years of strong published evidence saying that it works almost all the time."



Dr. Nelson's study wasn't the 
only one
 that 
didn't find
 a universal longevity benefit with calorie restriction, though. For example, two studies conducted in monkeys for over 20 years, published in 
2009
 and 
2012
, reported conflicting findings. Animals in both experiments showed some health benefits tied to caloric restriction, but only 
one group lived longer
 and had lower rates of age-related diseases, like cardiovascular disease and diabetes.



What does intermittent fasting have to do with it?



In the face of these mixed results, some researchers wonder if there may be another variable at play that is just as, or even more, important than the number of calories an animal eats: the window of time in which they eat them.



A key difference
 between the two monkey trials was that in the 2009 study, conducted at the University of Wisconsin, the calorie-restricted animals only received one meal a day and the researchers took away any leftover food in the late afternoon, so the animals were forced to fast for about 16 hours. In the 2012 study, run by the National Institute on Aging, the animals were fed twice a day and the food was left out overnight. The Wisconsin monkeys were the ones that lived longer.



A 
more recent study
 conducted in mice explicitly tested the effects of calorie restriction with and without intermittent fasting. Scientists gave the animals the same low-calorie diet, but some had access to the food for just two hours, others for 12 hours and another group for 24. Compared to a control group of mice that could graze on a full-calorie diet at any time, the low-calorie mice with 24-hour access lived 10 percent longer, while the low-calorie mice that ate within specific time windows had up to a 35 percent increase in life span.



Based on this collection of findings, Rafael de Cabo, a senior investigator at the N.I.A. who helped lead the monkey study there, now thinks that while calorie restriction is important for longevity, the amount of time spent eating -- and not eating -- every day is just as critical. And that might be the case not only for animals, but also for humans.



What does this mean for me?



It's difficult to definitively answer whether intermittent fasting, calorie restriction or a combination of the two could cause people to live longer.



"I don't think we have any evidence that it extends life span in humans," Dr. Nelson said. That doesn't mean it can't work, he added, just that the evidence is "very hard to come by because it takes a lifetime to get that data."



One clinical trial -- named the 
Calerie study
 -- attempted to answer this question by examining how cutting calories by 25 percent for two years affected a range of measurements related to aging. More than 100 healthy adults were advised on meal planning and given regular counseling sessions to help them reach their diet goals. But because it's so difficult to reduce calories, participants were ultimately only able to reduce their intake by about 11 percent.



Compared to control participants, the dieters 
improved
 
several aspects
 of their cardio-metabolic health, including blood pressure and insulin sensitivity, and they had lower levels of a few markers of inflammation.



The study also included three measures of "
biological age
," comparing blood tests taken at the beginning and end of the two years. 
Two of the tests
 didn't find an improvement in either group, but the third, which purports to measure how fast people age, did show a difference in the dieters. Calorie restriction "didn't make people younger, but it made the rate at which they age slower," said Dr. Huffman, who worked on the trial.



To Dr. Miller, the most significant conclusion from this study is that the 25 to 40 percent calorie restriction shown to be beneficial in animals is just not realistic in people. "Everything that could be accomplished to try to help them" cut calories was done for the participants, he said, and they still fell short of the goal of 25 percent.



Dr. de Cabo had a different take: "With only 11 percent calorie restriction that was achieved by the participants, they still show benefits," he said.



Other research has focused on the short-term effects of intermittent fasting in people with a range of body mass indexes. 
Some studies
, testing a variety of fasting schedules, showed improved metabolic health and reduced inflammation. But 
a trial
 of 116 people whose B.M.I. classified them as overweight or obese found no benefit among those who ate within an eight-hour window but didn't reduce their calories, compared to a control group.



And to add a final twist, there is a notable body of evidence that appears to directly contradict the idea that calorie restriction or fasting, which typically leads to weight loss, extends human life span. Research 
consistently finds
 that people who are classified as overweight have a lower risk of death than those who are normal or underweight. One hypothesis is that people with the lowest B.M.I.s may be thin because they are older or have a chronic illness. Another is that people with higher B.M.I.s have more muscle, which weighs more than fat. But it's also conceivable that, especially later in life, having greater body mass is actually protective, Dr. Huffman said.



Despite nearly a century of research, there's still a ways to go before experts can say for certain whether the longevity benefits seen in animals will translate to humans. Some studies provide reason to believe that calorie restriction and intermittent fasting will help you live longer, and there are likely shorter-term benefits, particularly when it comes to heart and metabolic health. But it's also possible that eating less might not do much more than leave you hungry.
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news analysis



Signs Suggest That Invasion of Rafah Is All but Inevitable



Israel says an assault on Gaza's southernmost city is vital to dismantling Hamas and has proposed evacuating civilians. But more than a million people have taken refuge in the city.




The rubble of a building this month after Israeli strikes in Rafah, in southern Gaza, where more than a million displaced people have fled.




By Steven Erlanger


Apr 24, 2024


After weeks of delays, negotiations and distractions, Israel appeared to hint this week that its assault of Rafah -- a city teeming with displaced persons above ground and riddled with Hamas tunnels below -- was all but inevitable.



In what some analysts and residents of the city saw as a sign of preparations for an invasion, an Israeli military official on Tuesday gave some details that include relocating civilians to a safe zone a few miles away along the Mediterranean coast. Just a day earlier, Israeli warplanes bombed Rafah, increasing fears among some of the civilians sheltering there that a ground assault would soon follow.



Such indicators that Israel may be preparing an invasion, said Marwan Shaath, a 57-year-old resident of Rafah, "are terrifying and mean they may really be close to starting an operation." Mr. Shaath, who lives in Gaza but is employed by Hamas's Palestinian rivals in the occupied West Bank, added, "Our bags have been packed for months now for the time of the evacuation."



Israel insists that a push into Rafah is necessary for achieving its goals of eliminating the militants sheltering in a network of tunnels beneath the city, capturing or killing Hamas leaders presumed to be there and ensuring the release of the remaining 
hostages captured
 during the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attacks on Israel.



But more than one million Gazans, many of them previously displaced from other parts of the territory by Israeli bombardment, are 
sheltering in the city
 in makeshift tents. In the case of an invasion, one Israeli military official said, civilians would probably be moved to Mawasi, a designated humanitarian zone. But the zone is already overflowing with displaced people, who warn that it lacks the infrastructure, including clean water and latrines, to handle such an enormous influx. 



"Where do these million people go?" asked Ali Jarbawi, a former Palestinian Authority official who teaches at Birzeit University in the occupied West Bank. "We haven't seen signs of the Israelis' evacuating people."



Mr. Shaath, the Rafah resident, said that despite being prepared to go he was in no rush. "At the end of the day, Mawasi is 25 minutes walking from where I live," he said, adding that he would not evacuate "until the operation really begins and my residential block is labeled a fighting area."



Exactly when such an operation might start remains an open and critical question.



Hamas, analysts said, is bottled up in southern Gaza, heavy fighting has mostly subsided, a cease-fire remains a possibility and delaying helps placate the Americans, who have called for a detailed plan to protect civilians ahead of an invasion.



Some analysts have even suggested Israel may never invade Rafah and that the threat alone is a means to leverage Hamas amid cease-fire and hostage negotiations. When pressed, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel said this month that a date had been set for the invasion, but he provided no other details. Yoav Gallant, the Israeli defense minister, reportedly denied such a plan to his American counterpart, Lloyd J. Austin III.



Beyond just moving against Rafah, any strategy for southern Gaza must also include broader plans, analysts said: both for securing the narrow ribbon of land along the Egyptian border, through which weapons have been smuggled; and the even thornier question of who will govern the enclave when the fighting is over.




Displaced Palestinians at the beach near Rafah. President Biden and other leaders have urged Israel not to invade Rafah, saying it would make an already dire humanitarian crisis worse.




Most officials and analysts said an assault on the city was not a matter of if, but of when.



The Israelis have to finish off "Rafah in order to realize the first and most important objective of the war," said Kobi Michael of the Institute for National Security Studies and the Misgav Institute for National Security and Zionist Strategy, both think tanks in Israel. That includes plans "to dismantle the main centers of gravity, civilian and military, of Hamas, to prevent it from re-establishing itself as a military and political authority," he said.



For his part, President Biden has not strayed from his support of Israel in pursuing that primary goal -- dismantling Hamas as a military and political power in Gaza -- or of Israel's other main objective, securing the release of about 100 hostages still believed to be in the territory. But the president has become 
increasingly vocal
 in his calls for Israel to reduce civilian casualties and to allow more humanitarian aid into Gaza.




A mass grave dug in Rafah last month holds Palestinians killed in the war.




"We cannot support a major military operation in Rafah," Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken 
told reporters
 last week while in Italy. Protecting civilians during such an operation, he added, would be "a monumental task for which we have yet to see a plan."



To that end, Israel's proposed expansion of Mawasi for use as a humanitarian zone could be viewed as an effort to placate the United States and other countries regarding civilian deaths in Rafah.



On Tuesday, Volker Turk, the United Nations' human rights chief, said world "leaders stand united on the imperative of protecting the civilian population trapped in Rafah."



Chuck Freilich, a former deputy national security adviser in Israel and a critic of the government, said, "An operation in Rafah is necessary to complete the destruction of Hamas's major military capabilities and is probably inevitable."



But, he added, there is no urgency to attack now and it could behoove the Israelis to be seen as heeding Washington's advice and waiting. Egypt, too, is urging caution, fearing that major strikes would send Palestinians fleeing over its border.



Even more important strategically than Rafah, Mr. Michael said, is the roughly 8.7-mile strip of largely unpopulated land along the border with Egypt, known as the Philadelphi Corridor. Israelis believe that much of the extraordinary arsenal and the building supplies Hamas accumulated in Gaza came through Egypt, mostly through smuggling tunnels, Mr. Michael said, as did Yossi Kuperwasser, a reserve brigadier general and former Israeli intelligence officer.



"We must shut down all the infrastructure of the tunnels underneath Rafah used to smuggle money, weapons and people into Gaza," Mr. Michael said. "If we end the war without blocking the tunnels, we would enable Hamas or any other terrorist organization in the strip to rebuild their military capacities."



In a recent 
report
, the Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv called on Israel to make "brave decisions" and to develop "a plan for the hermetic closure of the Philadelphi Corridor, in close cooperation with Egypt and the United States."




The walled border between Egypt and Gaza at Rafah. Israelis believe that members of Hamas have smuggled weapons and building supplies into Gaza via Egypt, Israeli experts say.




"The main goal," the report found, is not the conquest of Rafah but "to prevent arms and weapons smuggling."



The current protocol between Israel and Egypt, agreed on when Israel withdrew its troops and settlers from Gaza in 2005, assigns Egypt to secure the border with a force of 750 soldiers equipped to combat terrorism and smuggling. Israeli officials say that the accord is outdated, not least because Hamas took control of the enclave in 2007, and Mr. Netanyahu has vowed to restore security along the border. Egypt says that it has taken significant action to secure the area and eliminate the tunnels, and that some smuggling into Gaza occurs from Israel as well.



"There are now three barriers between Sinai and the Palestinian Rafah, with which any smuggling operation is impossible, neither above nor below the ground," Egypt's chief spokesman, Diaa Rashwan, said on Tuesday.



Nevertheless, the United States is brokering an agreement between Egypt and Israel to build a more technologically advanced barrier on the Egyptian side of the border, which would be financed by Washington and could be monitored from afar by the United States and Israel.



Should Israel take Rafah and secure the border, the question of who will govern Gaza after the fighting ends remains unanswered. "The key to rendering Gaza safe for Israelis, and for that matter for Gazans, lies in what follows the fighting," said Lawrence Freedman, emeritus professor of war studies at King's College, London.



"From the start the lack of a credible political dimension to Israel's strategy has been its most evident flaw," Mr. Freedman wrote in an email. Israel, he added, has failed to appreciate the impact of heavy civilian casualties on its reputation and has also failed to produce a plan for Gaza's government and its reconstruction, "essential if Hamas is not to return to its former position."
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U.S. Secretly Shipped New Long-Range Missiles to Ukraine



Ukrainian forces for the first time used a longer-range version of weapons known as ATACMS, striking an airfield in Crimea and Russian troops in southeastern Ukraine.




The Army Tactical Missile System, or ATACMS. President Biden secretly approved sending long-range ATACMS to Ukraine in mid-February.




By Eric Schmitt


Apr 24, 2024


The United States last week secretly shipped a new long-range missile system to Ukraine, and Ukrainian forces immediately used the weapons to attack a Russian military airfield in Crimea last Wednesday and Russian troops in the country's southeast overnight on Tuesday, according to a senior U.S. official.



The United States 
previously supplied Ukraine
 with a version of the Army Tactical Missile Systems -- known as ATACMS -- armed with wide-spreading cluster munitions that can travel 100 miles.



But Ukraine has long coveted the system's longer-range version, with a range of about 190 miles. That can reach deeper into occupied Ukraine, including Crimea, a hub of Russian air and ground forces, and supply nodes for Moscow's forces in the country's southeast.



Overnight Tuesday, Ukraine used the longer-range missiles to strike Russian troops in the port city of Berdiansk on the Sea of Azov, the senior U.S. official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss operational matters.



Last Wednesday, social media accounts in Ukraine 
reported large fires and explosions at a military airfield
 in Dzhankoi, Crimea, which the senior administration official said was also a long-range ATACMS target. In an address that evening, President Volodymyr Zelensky thanked Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky, the top Ukrainian commander, but did not elaborate on the attack.



In a major policy shift, President Biden secretly approved the decision to send more than 100 of the longer-range missiles in mid-February, the senior U.S. official said, as well as more of the cluster munition variant. They were part of 
a $300 million shipment
 of weapons to Ukraine in March, the first new aid package for the country since funding ran out in late December.



Administration officials kept the shipment secret to avoid tipping off the Russians. When the United States has provided long-range weapons to Ukraine in the past, the Ukrainians have initially inflicted severe damage on Russian forces. But the Russians then pull back their forces and arms depots out of the weapons' range until Ukraine can employ a new donated system with longer reach. The longer-range ATACMS were among the last major weapons systems that Kyiv wanted and the United States was reluctant to give.



Mr. Biden and his top aides dropped their reluctance to donate the longer-range missiles for several reasons, the official said. The Army decided to keep more of the missiles rather than selling them to other countries, easing Pentagon concerns about shortages. Russia's increasing use of ballistic missiles and more attacks against critical infrastructure also bolstered Ukraine's plea for weapons that could help counter those threats.



Additional longer-range missiles were also included in 
the $60.8 billion of aid for Ukraine
 that was part of legislation President Biden signed on Wednesday. In praising the infusion of military assistance, including the new missiles, lawmakers and Mr. Zelensky have made no mention of the fact that Ukraine already received and employed a small number of the weapons, presumably to keep their use secret from Russia.



The initial strike using the new missiles made a fiery impact. Videos posted online by residents last Wednesday showed fires erupting after the attack. The videos have not been independently verified. Four hours after the strike, Crimean Wind, a group monitoring local social media posts that also cites residents, wrote that ammunition was still blowing up. They said windows were blown out in houses near the airfield. Its account also could not be independently verified.



Later, the Ukrainian General Staff released a video of the missile strike detailing what Ukrainian security officials said had been hit -- 
four S-400 surface-to-air missile systems
, three radar stations, an air defense command post and a Fundament-M air defense command and control system.



The $300 million arms package announced last month was cobbled together from savings on contracts that came in under bid and included air defense interceptors, artillery rounds and armor systems, senior defense officials said.



Biden administration officials acknowledged that the arms package in March was a stopgap measure at best, providing Ukraine with only a few weeks' worth of arms and ammunition. Ukraine is in need of air defense systems, as Russia has continued its bombardment of towns, particularly in the east.



Key members of Congress were notified at the time that the secret shipment of ATACMS was included in that package, but Biden administration officials made no public mention that either type of ATACMS was bound for Ukraine.



But as the strikes by the longer-range weapons became public on Wednesday, proponents of sending advanced weaponry to Ukraine praised their performance.



"These strikes proved -- once again -- that Ukraine can notch battlefield victories when given the right tools," Senator Roger Wicker of Mississippi, the senior Republican on the Armed Services Committee, said in a statement. "Ukraine can put a target on every Russian asset in Crimea, including critical ammunition and fuel depots. Imagine if they had these missiles two years ago."



The strike last week followed a number of successful Ukrainian attacks on military targets inside Russia. The day before the strike, for example, the Ukrainian security service claimed to have destroyed a long-range radar located 434 miles beyond Ukraine's border. But those used kamikaze-type drones produced in Ukraine.



American military officials have warned that their arsenal of ATACMS is relatively small, and the missiles have been committed for other Pentagon war plans, in places including the Korean Peninsula. Only about 4,000 ATACMS have been manufactured since the missile was developed in the 1980s, according to Lockheed Martin, the system's manufacturer.



Still, many advocates of arming Ukraine have dismissed the Biden administration's fear of escalating the conflict with Russia and have urged the White House to give Kyiv the weapons Ukrainian officials say they need to win.



Shortly after Ukraine launched its counteroffensive last summer, House Republicans 
called on the Biden administration
 to "immediately" send ATACMS to Ukraine, noting that other allies like Britain and France had already donated long-range missiles.



In the past few days, Russian troops have entered several villages in eastern Ukraine, as Ukrainian troops continue to struggle to hold their lines.



Russia has advanced quickly into the outskirts of 
Chasiv Yar
, a crucial town for Ukraine's defense of the Donbas region. Russian forces also continued capturing villages northwest of Avdiivka, which 
fell to Russia in February
.



Helene Cooper
 contributed reporting from Washington, and 
Marc Santora
 and 
Maria Varenikova
 from Kyiv, Ukraine.
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'Thunder Run': Behind Lawmakers' Secretive Push to Pass the TikTok Bill



A tiny group of lawmakers huddled in private about a year ago, aiming to keep the discussions away from TikTok lobbyists while bulletproofing a bill that could ban the app.




Congressional representatives joined TikTok creators at the Capitol last year ahead of a House vote to ban the app. The Senate passed a version of the bill this week.




By Sapna Maheshwari, David McCabe and Cecilia Kang


Apr 24, 2024


Just over a year ago, lawmakers displayed a rare show of bipartisanship when they 
grilled Shou Chew
, TikTok's chief executive, about the video app's ties to China. Their harsh questioning suggested that Washington was gearing up to force the company to sever ties with its Chinese owner -- or even ban the app.



Then came mostly silence. Little emerged from the House committee that held the hearing, and a proposal to enable the administration to force a sale or ban TikTok fizzled in the Senate.



But behind the scenes, a tiny group of lawmakers began plotting a secretive effort that culminated on Wednesday, when President Biden signed a bill that forces TikTok to be sold by its Chinese owner, ByteDance, or risk being banned. The measure, which the Senate 
passed late Tuesday,
 upends the future of an app that claims 170 million users in the United States and that touches virtually 
every aspect
 of American life.



For nearly a year, lawmakers and some of their aides worked to write a version of the bill, concealing their efforts to avoid setting off TikTok's lobbying might. To bulletproof the bill from expected legal challenges and persuade uncertain lawmakers, the group worked with the Justice Department and White House.



And the last stage -- a race to the president's desk that led some aides to nickname the bill the "Thunder Run" -- played out in seven weeks from when it was publicly introduced, remarkably fast for Washington.



"You don't get many opportunities like this on a major issue," said Representative Steve Scalise of Louisiana, the Republican majority leader. He was one of 15 lawmakers, aides and officials directly involved in shaping and passing the bill who were interviewed for this article.




Representative Steve Scalise, the Republican majority leader, pushed for a bipartisan effort to address security concerns over TikTok. 




"This fight's been going on for years," Mr. Scalise said. "We learned a lot from each step, and we wanted to make sure we had strong legal standing and a strong bipartisan coalition to do this."



Their success contrasts with the stumbles by other lawmakers and American officials, starting during the Trump administration, to address national security concerns about TikTok. They say the Chinese government could lean on ByteDance to obtain sensitive U.S. user data or influence content on the app to serve Beijing's interests, including interfering in American elections.



TikTok has pushed back against those accusations, saying that the Chinese government plays no role in the company and that it has taken steps and spent billions of dollars to address the concerns. It has also fought back aggressively in the courts against previous actions by federal and state governments.



But the strategy employed by the lawmakers in recent weeks caught TikTok flat-footed. And while the app is unlikely to disappear from Americans' phones as next steps are worked out, the measure stands out as the first time a U.S. president has signed a bill that could result in a wide ban of a foreign app.



In a statement, Alex Haurek, a TikTok spokesman, said the bill "was crafted in secret, rushed through the House and ultimately passed as part of a larger, must-pass bill exactly because it is a ban that Americans will find objectionable."



He added that it was "sadly ironic that Congress would pass a law trampling 170 million Americans' right to free expression as part of a package they say is aimed at advancing freedom around the world."



From Tiny Huddle to Big Majority




Representative Mike Gallagher speaking to reporters on the day the House voted to pass the TikTok bill.




The effort around a TikTok bill began with Mr. Scalise, who met with Representative Cathy McMorris Rodgers, a Republican from Washington, in March last year about their desire to see a measure that took on the app.



They began talking with other Republican lawmakers and aides across several committees about a new bill. By August, they had decided to shepherd a potential bill through a House committee focused on China, the Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party, led by Representatives Mike Gallagher, a Wisconsin Republican and its chairman, and Raja Krishnamoorthi, an Illinois Democrat.



The bipartisan committee swiftly embraced the effort. "What we recognized was that there were so many different approaches and the technical issues were so complex," Mr. Krishnamoorthi said.



So the committee hatched a strategy: Win the support of Democrats, the White House and the Justice Department for a new bill.



Its efforts got a lift after lawmakers including Mr. Gallagher 
accused
 TikTok of intentionally pushing pro-Palestinian and anti-Israel content to its users last year. Mr. Krishnamoorthi and others said the Israel-Gaza conflict stoked lawmakers' appetites to regulate the app.



In November, the group, which then numbered fewer than 20 key people, brought in officials from the Justice Department, including Lisa Monaco, the deputy attorney general, and staff from the National Security Council to help secure the Biden administration's support for a new bill.



For years, the administration had weighed a proposal by TikTok, called 
Project Texas
, that aimed to keep sensitive U.S. user data separate from the rest of the company's operations. The Justice Department and National Security Council officials agreed to support the new bill partly because they saw Project Texas as inadequate to handle national security concerns involving TikTok, two administration officials said.



In conversations with lawmakers, White House officials emphasized that they wanted ByteDance to sell TikTok rather than impose a ban, partly because of the app's popularity with Americans, three people involved in the process said.



The Justice Department and Ms. Monaco provided guidance on how to write the bill so it could withstand legal challenges. TikTok previously 
fended off efforts
 to ban it by citing the First Amendment rights of its users. The officials explained how to word the bill to defend against those claims, citing national security.



With the administration's support in hand, the group quietly solicited more supporters in the House. The Justice Department joined members of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence and F.B.I. to brief House committees on the threats posed by TikTok's Chinese ownership. The briefings were later delivered in the Senate.



Ms. Monaco also met individually with lawmakers, warning them that TikTok could be used to disrupt U.S. elections.



"She built out a powerful case, and we agreed that not only was data gathering taking place, she shared that you have 170 million American that were vulnerable to propaganda," Senator Mark Warner, Democrat of Virginia, said of a meeting with Ms. Monaco in Munich in February.



On March 5, Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Krishnamoorthi announced the bill and named around 50 House members who endorsed it. The Energy and Commerce Committee, which is led by Ms. McMorris Rodgers, took the bill up that week.



TikTok, which had been negotiating with U.S. officials over its Project Texas plan, was caught off guard. It quickly sent information to members of the Energy and Commerce Committee outlining TikTok's economic contributions in their districts, according to documents viewed by The New York Times. It also used a pop-up message on its app to urge users to call legislators to oppose a ban.



But when hundreds of calls flooded into some lawmakers' offices, including from callers who sounded like minors, some of the lawmakers felt the bill was being misrepresented.



"It transformed a lot of lean yeses into hell yeses at that point," Mr. Krishnamoorthi said.



Former President Donald J. Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, 
voiced opposition
 to the bill, causing panic. But Mr. Scalise said he had urged Mr. Trump to reconsider, and a vote proceeded.



Two days after the bill was unveiled, Ms. McMorris Rodgers's committee voted 50 to 0 to advance it to the full House, where it 
passed the next week
 by 352 to 65.



There were tears of joy in Mr. Krishnamoorthi's office, two people said. Mr. Gallagher's staff members 
celebrated
 with a cookie cake sent by Mr. Scalise, one of his signature rewards for successful legislation.




Members of Mr. Gallagher's staff holding a cookie cake sent from the office of Mr. Scalise to celebrate the TikTok bill's passage in the House last month.




A Less Certain Future



Even with the bill's swift passage in the House, its future in the Senate was uncertain. Some senators, including powerful committee chairs like Maria Cantwell, a Democrat of Washington, and Mr. Warner, considered changes to the bill in a process that could significantly slow it down.



The House bill gave ByteDance six months to sell TikTok. Senators wanted to extend the timeline and detail the government's national security concerns about TikTok in the bill, to make it clear to courts how it justified the measure.



As the Senate worked on the bill, TikTok contacted lawmakers' offices and spent at least $3 million in ads to defend itself. It blanketed the airwaves in key states with commercials depicting how users -- like 
nuns and ranchers
 -- make a living and build communities through the app.



TikTok also had support from conservative groups like Club for Growth and the Cato Institute, both backed by Jeffrey Yass, 
a prominent investor in the app
, and liberal organizations like the American Civil Liberties Union, which said the bill would violate Americans' First Amendment rights.



A Club for Growth spokesman said Mr. Yass "never requested Club to take a position or action on his behalf."



Some deep-pocketed groups on the right mobilized to support the bill. One was the American Parents Coalition, backed by Leonard Leo, a conservative activist, which ran an ad campaign called "TikTok Is Poison" in March. A spokesman for Mr. Leo said he was "proud to support" the group's efforts.



Some in Silicon Valley also spoke out in favor of the bill, including Vinod Khosla, a venture capitalist, and Jacob Helberg, a senior policy adviser to Palantir's chief executive.



Bijan Koohmaraie, a counsel in Mr. Scalise's office who helped drive the bill, said a main reason to keep the process secret for so long had been to keep lobbyists away.



"No company had any influence or was helping draft this bill on the outside," he said.



A New Opportunity



As the bill sat in the Senate, a new opportunity presented itself. The House speaker, Mike Johnson, 
announced
 an attempt last week to pass foreign aid for countries including Ukraine. To ensure he had the votes, Mr. Johnson took the unusual step of attaching a package of bills popular with Republicans, including the TikTok measure.



Senators scrambled now that the House had forced their hand. Ms. Cantwell's office asked the House for multiple edits to the measure, a person with knowledge of the matter said.



House lawmakers made just one change the Senate wanted. The version of the bill in the aid package extended the deadline for a TikTok sale to nine months from six months. The president can add another 90 days if ByteDance has made progress toward selling TikTok.



"The most important thing is to have enough time to effect a sale," Ms. Cantwell said.



The change was enough. Late Tuesday, the Senate passed the bill overwhelmingly, 79 to 18. On Wednesday morning, Mr. Biden signed it into law.
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Seder Is About Family, Food, Freedom. And Now, It's Also About the War.



At Passover seders, many families addressed the war in Gaza. In some cases, generations clashed and tensions arose. "That's the Jewish way," said one host.




Some Passover Seders altered traditional rituals, including reconsidering what belonged on Seder plates.




By Andrew Keh


Apr 24, 2024


Bonnie Rosenfeld had 38 people crowded into her home in Rockaway, N.J., on Monday night. She has hosted Passover Seders for years, but none that felt quite like this. She wanted to address "the elephant in the room" up front.



So as they lit candles to mark the start of the holiday, they also recited a set of prayers alluding to the war in Gaza -- for the remaining Israeli hostages, for peace, for the horrors unfolding, she said, on both sides.



It was, in her eyes, a recognition of the obvious:



"This night is different," said Ms. Rosenfeld, invoking the Four Questions traditionally recited on the holiday. "This Seder is different."



That sentiment echoed around the country this week, as families and groups of friends gathered for the start of Passover amid the complicated swirl of emotions and fiery political debates stirred by the monthslong Israel-Hamas war.



The festive holiday, for many, has instead felt solemn. And its familiar rituals, this year, have seemed anything but routine.



Dining chairs were left empty in symbolic remembrance of the remaining hostages. Guest lists were trimmed to avert interpersonal disharmony. Old stories and prayers took on new meaning. Timeworn rituals were tweaked to accommodate the off-kilter mood of the moment. Swords were crossed over generational lines.



"At first I felt concerned, like, 'Oh, boy, this is a hard time to have a Seder,'" said Rabbi Susan Goldberg of Nefesh, an inclusive Jewish spiritual community on the east side of Los Angeles.



She realized, though, that the Seder table was the perfect venue for the kind of dialogue so urgently needed.



"It's so direct in the Seder," she said. "When we talk about freedom and captivity, how do you not think about the hostages?" She added, "Then we say, 'Let all who are hungry come and eat,' and how do we not think about the people in Gaza who are starving?"



But dialogue can be messy, and many observing the holiday this week struggled to navigate the inevitable tensions of the moment.



Sydney Shaiman, 26, noticed her parents were stressed over the weekend about the Seder they were hosting for 15 people at their Manhattan home. They were concerned that political debates might leave guests offended. At the same time, they felt ignoring the vivid connections between common Passover themes -- of liberation, freedom and oppression -- and current events would leave the Seder devoid of substance.



Late Sunday night, in an effort to diffuse the tension before it even materialized, her father sent out an email to their guests, she said, that stressed "the importance of coming to the Seder with an open mind and a willingness to engage in conversation and opinions that may differ from your own."



The effort, in the end, was a qualified success: Ms. Shaiman said she felt like guests were walking on eggshells.



Some Seder attendees chose to find solace in the customs and ritual cadence of the holiday and evade, briefly, a topic that has otherwise been inescapable.



Lindsay Gold, 43, who traveled from Miami to be with relatives in Los Angeles, said her family's Seder went by without any mention of war.



"I think it made it more peaceful to be able to just focus on that," she said.



But other families overturned old rituals in acknowledgment of these extraordinary times.



In Minneapolis, Ashley Cytron, 85, was overcome with emotion during the Seder at his son's house, where two dozen guests went around the table reading the names of the Israeli hostages, one by one. At Mr. Cytron's suggestion, they also assembled a place setting in front of an empty chair with a red rose, yellow ribbon and a mound of salt -- echoing the "missing-man tables" common at military gatherings.



"We can't forget," he said. "All of us, we can't forget."



Ben Cooley, 54, the communications director for IKAR, a progressive Jewish community based in Los Angeles, hosted a Seder this week with about 15 people. (He called it the only major Jewish holiday "that's totally D.I.Y.")



His family's Seder, in the past, has been an opportunity to open up about personal struggles. They had a tradition where they would each write their own "Egypt" -- something that they felt was holding them back -- on slips of paper, then burn them in a bowl. It could have been a job or relationship. Children wrote down, "My homework."



This year, the family scrapped that activity and instead read from a Seder supplement that touched on the importance of not avoiding the clashing emotions that many Jews feel: rage and an impulse for vengeance for loved ones lost on Oct. 7, fear about antisemitism, as well as horror at the suffering of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians.



"The big change was getting out of the personal," Mr. Cooley said. "This is not about us."



Debates and, in some cases, discomfort were unavoidable at many Seders across the country.



Aimee Resnick, 19, celebrated the holiday at her family's home in Centennial, Colo., taking on many of the hosting duties because her mother was out of town. This year, those included trying to referee conversations among her family's 25 guests, including her two grandmothers.



"  My maternal bubbe is very pro-Israel," said Ms. Resnick, a student at Northwestern University, near Chicago. "My paternal bubbe supports the Palestinian people."



At one point, Ms. Resnick tried to intervene.



"I was like, 'Grandma, stop,' and she replied, 'I don't want to stop. This is important,'" Ms. Resnick said. "So I walked out of the room." She added, "That's one of the benefits of being the hostess: You can stay in the kitchen."



Ms. Resnick said her group skipped some passages of their traditional Haggadah that seemed dissonant with the realities of the conflict. She said she sensed discord between the Seder's older guests and the younger ones, some of whom were involved with pro-Palestinian activism.



The generational divide was also clear in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where Eleanor Levy, 83, hosted a Passover dinner for a dozen friends and family members. For decades, she had used the Haggadot 
supplied by Maxwell House
, the coffee company, that were readily available at the supermarket. This year, she brought out a contemporary book of prayers with prompts meant to provoke discussions about oppression and peace and freedom.



It worked. At one point, her 26-year-old grandson, Nolan Dahm, got into a disagreement -- "a heated discussion," in his words -- about the protests at Columbia University with some of the octogenarian guests.



The scene -- the inquiry, the argument, the mutual respect -- was precisely what she wanted.



"To me, that's the Jewish way," said Ms. Levy, who ultimately ended the conversation by bringing out a platter of potato kugel. "You ask questions, and if there's something that's not right, you talk about it, you learn about it, you educate yourself. I've been alive long enough to know you won't change everybody's opinion in a discussion. But for me, it's a sign of being alive."



Reporting was contributed by 
Jill Cowan
, 
Corina Knoll
 and 
Livia Albeck-Ripka
 in California.
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Tennessee Passes Bill to Allow Teachers to Carry Concealed Handguns



The move came about a year after the state's deadliest school shooting and was opposed by some of the families whose children survived the attack.




Democrats signaled their opposition as State Representative Ryan Williams, right, watched his bill to allow some teachers be armed in schools pass in the House chamber at the Tennessee State Capitol in Nashville.




By Emily Cochrane and Rick Rojas


Apr 24, 2024


Tennessee lawmakers passed a bill on Tuesday to allow teachers and other school staff members to carry concealed handguns on school campuses. The measure, if it becomes law, would require those carrying guns to go through training and to have the approval of school officials, but parents and most other school employees would not be notified.



The bill is one of the most significant pieces of public safety legislation to advance in Tennessee after a shooting just over a year ago at a private Christian school in Nashville left three students and three staff members dead. The attack galvanized parents at the school and many others in Tennessee -- including the state's Republican governor -- to demand action that could prevent similar violence.



But many of them believed that restricting access to guns was the solution, and critics of the legislation have argued that bringing more weapons onto school campuses would not improve safety and could even amplify the danger facing students.



Protesters opposed to the bill packed the House chamber and the corridors of the Capitol on Tuesday, carrying signs that said, "Kids Deserve More!" and "Have You Lost Your Ever-Loving Minds?"



The demonstrators echoed fears that have been raised since the legislation was proposed.



"I ask that you don't put our children's lives at risk by putting more and more guns in schools," State Senator London Lamar, a Democrat from Memphis, said during a debate this month as she cradled her infant son. "It is really hard," she added, "even as a new mom, to stand here and have to be composed on a piece of legislation that I know puts my son's life at risk."



The bill's supporters have disputed that contention, arguing that the measure would protect students, not only because trained adults would have access to guns but also because their presence could act as a deterrent to a would-be assailant.



"We are not trying to shoot a student but protect a student from an active shooter whose sole purpose is to get in that school and kill people," State Senator Ken Yager, a Republican, said.



Supporters also contended that the legislation responded to the reality in more rural areas of the state, where vast counties and relatively small law enforcement agencies could hamper a swift response.



The bill significantly expands the current law, which mostly limits the carrying of firearms to law enforcement officers employed at a public school or to school resource officers.



The new legislation would broaden that permission to school staff members who have an enhanced handgun carry permit and who have the approval of their principal, district director and leaders of relevant local law enforcement agencies. The measure also imposes confidentiality rules around the disclosure of who is carrying a concealed handgun.



The staff member must also complete 40 hours of school policing training, undergo a background check, submit fingerprints to state and federal authorities, and submit a psychological certification from a licensed health provider. The handgun cannot be carried in auditoriums or stadiums during school events; during disciplinary or tenure meetings; or in a clinic.




Opponents of the bill at the Tennessee State Capitol in Nashville on Tuesday. Critics argued that bringing more weapons onto school campuses could amplify the danger facing students.




Roughly half of U.S. states allow teachers or other school employees with concealed carry permits to have firearms on campus, 
according to Giffords
, the research group led by the former congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, who was herself among 19 people shot during a meeting she was having with constituents in 2011. (Six people were killed.)



However, those states have varying levels of rules regarding training and the permission needed from school officials.



Other states have made similar moves in response to a mass shooting, namely Florida, which in 2019 rolled back an existing ban and 
gave some teachers the ability
 to carry a firearm a year after 17 people were killed at a high school in Parkland. 



The bill in Tennessee faced stiff opposition from Democrats and even some Republicans. Yet the House passed the legislation on Tuesday by an overwhelming margin, underscoring the strength of the Republican supermajority in the State Legislature and the party's resistance to curtailing access to guns.



The Senate passed the legislation earlier this month. The bill now heads to Gov. Bill Lee, but it is likely to become law, with or without the governor's signature, as he has never exercised his veto power during more than five years in office.



Last year, Mr. Lee, whose family had a connection to a teacher killed in the shooting, pushed lawmakers to approve a law that would allow for the temporary confiscation of firearms from people found to be a danger to themselves or others. Fellow Republicans in the legislature rebuffed his effort.



With the bill to allow teachers to carry guns, critics raised concerns about the choices an armed teacher would have to make between confronting an assailant or protecting a class of students, as well as about the risks that come from having guns on campuses.



"How will guns be stored? How do you ensure kids won't get access to them? How do you ensure a gun isn't used in a tense situation at school?" Cathy Barnett, a volunteer with the Tennessee Chapter of Moms Demand Action, said in a statement. "These are all critical questions about this type of legislation that never gets answered."



Democrats also argued that Republicans, who had supported other legislation aimed at empowering parents, were contradicting themselves with a bill that would prevent notifying parents about a teacher who is armed.



State Senator Paul Bailey, a Republican sponsor of the bill, countered that "nothing in this legislation requires that teacher to engage." The confidentiality provisions, he added, helped preserve "the element of surprise."
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Myanmar's Junta Recaptures Town That Was a Significant Gain for Rebels



Resistance soldiers were forced to leave Myawaddy, a key trading center on the border with Thailand, weeks after capturing it.




Crossing the Moei River, fleeing from Myawaddy, Myanmar, to Mae Sot, Thailand, on Saturday.




By Richard C. Paddock


Apr 24, 2024


The Myanmar junta has recaptured the town of Myawaddy, an important trading hub on the border with Thailand, reversing a key victory for resistance soldiers who seized it nearly two weeks ago then were forced to withdraw, a spokesman for the rebel Karen National Union said on Wednesday.



The seizure of Myawaddy by junta troops followed the defection of a well-armed local militia known as the Border Guard Force, which had briefly switched sides and joined ethnic Karen rebels and allied pro-democracy forces 
in taking the town on April 11
.



After rejoining forces with the junta, the militia on Tuesday helped to free trapped regime soldiers and retake their battalion's base on the edge of town, where they raised Myanmar's national flag, said Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the spokesman for the Karen National Union, a political leadership body.



"In light of this critical situation and to avoid falling into the enemy's trap, we must temporarily withdraw our Karen National Liberation Army joint forces from Myawaddy," Mr. Saw Taw Nee said in an interview.



The seizure of the town by resistance forces had been the rebels' most significant victory to date as a broad alliance of armed ethnic groups and pro-democracy fighters have fought to oust the senior generals who seized power in 
a coup in 2021
.



In recent months, 
resistance forces have seized
 dozens of towns and military outposts in the Myanmar's border regions.



But Myawaddy, across the Moei River from the Thai town of Mae Sot, was an especially big prize, given its role as a hub for imports and exports, with $1 billion in trade last year.



The regime sought to regain Myawaddy by sending a convoy with reinforcements from army bases less than three hours away.



But faced with frequent ambushes and assaults by guerrilla fighters along the highway, the convoy still had not reached Myawaddy 12 days later, Mr. Saw Taw Nee said.



He said that rebel troops withdrawn from Myawaddy would join the battle against junta forces along the highway.



The regime's spokesman, Gen. Zaw Min Tun, did not respond to repeated calls from The New York Times.



While the resistance held Myawaddy, the army bombed civilian targets in the town including roads and a bus station, killing at least seven people and injuring 30, said Ko Zack, the leader of an ambulance team.



For decades, ethnic armed groups fought for autonomy for their individual regions. But since the coup, many of the groups have joined forces with the aim of ousting the junta and replacing its leadership with a federal democracy.



"Our mission extends beyond the confines of Myawaddy," Mr. Saw Taw Nee said. "Our objective is not merely regime change to replace the current rulers of the country. We aim for systemic change, transforming all corrupt systems within the nation."
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Horses Run Loose Through Central London in Surreal Spectacle



A number of runaway army horses galloped through London on Wednesday morning, causing alarm and injuring pedestrians. All were eventually recovered.




Two horses bolt through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday.




By Mark Landler


Apr 24, 2024


Several runaway military horses galloped through the streets of London on Wednesday morning, alarming pedestrians, sideswiping cars and buses, and turning an ordinary rush hour into a frightening, almost surreal spectacle.



One person was being treated for injuries after being thrown from a horse on Buckingham Palace Road, according to the London ambulance service. News media reports said the horses belonged to the Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment, a ceremonial unit that parades in royal pageants.



The ambulance service said later that at least five people had been injured in three locations, from Victoria to Belgrave Square and Fleet Street. At 10:30 a.m., the Metropolitan Police said that all the horses had been recovered.



The drama began shortly after 8 a.m. when the horses were apparently spooked and threw off the riders who were exercising them as they left their barracks in Hyde Park. Photos showed a soldier being treated while lying on the ground not far from Buckingham Palace.



Shortly before 10 a.m., the City of London police reported that its officers had corralled two of the horses near Limehouse, a neighborhood adjacent to the city's Thames docklands. That suggested they had galloped across much of London, from Westminster through Covent Garden and past the financial district.



"We're waiting for an Army horse box to collect the horses and transport them to veterinary care," the city police said in a statement.



A spokesman for the Army later 
told
 The Daily Telegraph that horses had been recovered and returned to their camp. "A number of personnel and horses have been injured and are received appropriate medical attention," the spokesman said.



Video footage showed two riderless horses -- including a white one splashed with what appeared to be blood on its neck, chest and forelimbs -- galloping in Aldwych, a stately neighborhood south of Covent Garden. Their hooves echoed between the grand stone buildings as pedestrians scattered, cars honked, and double-decker buses jerked to a stop.



The white horse, wearing a saddle and stirrups, was caught on video later galloping in the vicinity of Tower Bridge. Other pictures showed a double-decker tour bus with a smashed windscreen and a gray van with a dented door and smashed window.



As the incident unfolded, the Metropolitan Police said, "We are aware of a number of horses that are currently loose in central London and are working with colleagues, including the Army, to locate them." The police did not offer details on where the horses had come from, but the Army identified them as belonging to the Household Cavalry.



The Household Cavalry -- made up of the two most senior units in the British army, The Life Guards and the The Blues & Royals -- is a familiar sight in royal pageants, from the coronation of King Charles III last May to the state funeral of his mother, Queen Elizabeth II, in September 2022.



Its horses are trained to be comfortable in busy streets and around people.



Tourists often pose for pictures in front of the horses when they stand guard in front of Horseguards Parade, a ceremonial parade ground on Whitehall, north of 10 Downing Street. The soldiers astride them only occasionally scold visitors for getting too close or disturbing the animals.
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Helen Vendler, 'Colossus' of Poetry Criticism, Dies at 90



In the poetry marketplace, her praise had reputation-making power, while her disapproval could be withering.




Helen Vendler in 2014. She was known for her method of close reading, going methodically line by line, word by word, to expose a poem's roots.




By William Grimes


Apr 24, 2024


Helen Vendler, one of the leading poetry critics in the United States, with a reputation-making power that derived from her fine-grained, impassioned readings, expressed in crystalline prose in The New Yorker and other publications, died on Tuesday at her home in Laguna Niguel, Calif.  She was 90.



The cause was cancer, said her son, David Vendler.



In an era dominated by poststructuralist and politically influenced literary criticism, Ms. Vendler, who taught at Harvard for more than 30 years, adhered to the old-fashioned method of close reading, going methodically line by line, word by word, to expose a poem's inner workings and emotional roots.



"Vendler has done perhaps more than any other living critic to shape -- I might almost say 'create' -- our understanding of poetry in English," the poet and critic Joel Brouwer 
wrote
 in 2015 in The New York Times Book Review, adding, "Were it not for 
Harold Bloom
, the 'perhaps' would be unnecessary."



Mr. Bloom, the literary scholar, himself 
said of Ms. Vendler
: "She is a remarkably agile and gifted close reader. I think there isn't anyone in the country who can read syntax in poems as well as she can."



The writer and critic Bruce Bawer 
called her
 simply "the colossus of contemporary American poetry criticism."



In important scholarly studies of classic authors, Ms. Vendler offered fresh interpretations of the 17th-century metaphysical poet George Herbert, Wallace Stevens, 
Seamus Heaney
, the Keats of the odes and the Shakespeare of the sonnets -- all 154 of them, analyzed in a thick volume, "The Art of Shakespeare's Sonnets" (1997), which the poet 
Richard Howard
 called "the most intricately inquiring and ingeniously responding study of these poems yet to be undertaken."




"The Art of Shakespeare's Sonnets" was described as "the most intricately inquiring and ingeniously responding study of these poems yet."




Her voracious appetite for contemporary poetry, and a clear, forceful prose style that allowed her to address nonacademic audiences in her reviews, made Ms. Vendler a powerful figure in the poetry marketplace, with enormous influence on artistic reputations, publishers' decisions and the awarding of teaching positions and grants. She was the poetry critic for The New Yorker from 1978 to 1996, a frequent judge for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, and a nominator for the MacArthur Foundation's "genius" awards.



Her praise was golden. Favorites like Jorie Graham, Mr. Heaney or Rita Dove, buoyed by her exuberance, floated upward in the pantheon. Her disapproval, more rarely expressed, could be withering. "Levine's notion of a poem is an anecdote with a flush of reflexive emotion gushing up at the end," she once wrote of 
Philip Levine
, a poet laureate of the United States and a winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1995.



Her scathing reviews of Ms. Dove's "Penguin Anthology of 20th-Century American Poetry" and an edition of unpublished poems by Elizabeth Bishop, "Edgar Allan Poe & the Jukebox," edited by The New Yorker's poetry editor, Alice Quinn, touched off the kind of skirmishes rarely seen in the genteel world of poetry.



As a rule, however, Ms. Vendler devoted her attention to the poets she loved, in a lifelong engagement with the branch of literature she called, in the introduction to her 1980 essay collection "Part of Nature, Part of Us," "the one form of writing that is to me the most immediate, natural and accessible."




Ms. Vendler in 1980. She once referred to poetry as "the one form of writing that is to me the most immediate, natural and accessible."




Helen Hennessy was born on April 30, 1933, in Boston, into what she described as "an exaggeratedly observant Catholic household." Her father, George, who before his marriage had been a paymaster for United Fruit in Cuba and a teacher of English in Puerto Rico, taught Romance languages in high schools and also to his three children. Her mother, Helen (Conway) Hennessy, left her career as an elementary schoolteacher when she married, 
as required by Massachusetts law
 at the time.



Her parents insisted on a Catholic education, overruling her desire to attend Boston Latin School for Girls and, later, Radcliffe College. Instead, she enrolled in Emmanuel College, an all-women's Catholic school in Boston, where she majored in chemistry. Although she had been an avid reader and writer of poetry from an early age, English literature, she found to her dismay, was taught as a collection of moral texts. And French literature classes omitted the philosophes of the Enlightenment, Emile Zola, Marcel Proust and other writers on the Catholic Church's list of proscribed authors.



After earning a bachelor's degree in 1954 she was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to study mathematics at the University of Louvain in Belgium but changed her concentration to French and Italian literature. On returning to the United States, she took English courses at Boston University to qualify for the doctoral program at Harvard.



At Harvard she met Zeno Vendler, a philosopher of language and Jesuit priest completing work for his doctorate, whom she married in 1960 after he left the priesthood. The marriage ended in divorce after four years, and Mr. Vendler died in 2004. In addition to their son, David, she is survived by two grandchildren.



Ms. Vendler's first week at Harvard was daunting. She was informed by the chairman of the English department, as he signed her program card, "You know we don't want you here, Miss Hennessy: we don't want any women here." In 1959, she became the first woman to be offered an instructorship in Harvard's English department, a year before she received her doctorate, having submitted a dissertation on William Butler Yeats that was published in 1963 as "Yeats's 'Vision' and the Later Plays."



After leaving Harvard she taught at Cornell, Haverford, Swarthmore and Smith. She began teaching at Boston University in 1966 and joined the English department at Harvard as a full professor in 1985, after dividing her time between Boston and Harvard for the previous four years.




Ms. Vendler at Harvard in 1997. She taught there for more than 30 years, even after she was told, "We don't want any women here."




As a critical reader of poetry, Ms. Vendler found her bearings early, while still a graduate student. "The base of poetry in the emotions was tacitly ignored in scholarship and criticism: and yet I felt one couldn't understand the way a poem evolves without acknowledging that base," she wrote in her introduction to the essay collection "The Ocean, the Bird and the Scholar" (2015). "If there was any conscious drive in me to alter the field of criticism as I encountered it, it was to insert into the analysis of lyric an analysis of its motivating emotions and convictions, and to demonstrate their stylistic results."



The term "close reading," almost automatically applied to her method, she could not abide. It sounds, she 
told The Paris Review
 in 1996, "as if you're looking at the text with a microscope from outside, but I would rather think of a close reader as someone who goes inside a room and describes the architecture." She proposed an alternative: "reading from the point of view of a writer."




"On Extended Wings," one of Ms. Vendler's early books, made the case for a set of difficult works that many critics dismissed as overlong and ponderous.




Two early books established Ms. Vendler as an important critical voice. In "On Extended Wings: Wallace Stevens' Longer Poems" (1969), she made the case for a set of difficult works that many critics, notably Randall Jarrell, had dismissed as overlong and ponderous. 
J. Hillis Miller
, writing in The Yale Review, predicted that anyone reading Ms. Vendler's account "will find it impossible ever to see Stevens in the same way again."



"The Poetry of George Herbert" (1975) turned the spotlight on a quiet, meditative poet overshadowed by his contemporary John Donne. With typical aplomb, Ms. Vendler declared Donne to be his inferior.



Her parallel career as a reviewer began when, divorced with a young child, she scrambled for any chance to earn extra money. In 1966, The Massachusetts Review asked her to take on its annual survey of the year's work in poetry. She went on to review regularly for The New York Review of Books, The New York Times Book Review (where, in the early 1970s, she advised the editor, 
John Leonard
, on what poetry books to review), and, after she left her critic's post at The New Yorker in 1996, The New Republic.



More recently she was a regular contributor to 
Liberties
, a journal of culture and politics edited by Leon Wieseltier.




Ms. Vendler devoted her attention to the poets she loved, and described her affinity for the genre in the introduction to her essay collection "Part of Nature, Part of Us."




Her essays and reviews were gathered in "Part of Nature, Part of Us: Modern American Poets" (1980), which won the National Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism; "The Music of What Happens: Poems, Poets, Critics" (1988); "Soul Says: On Recent Poetry" (1996); and other collections.



Her many studies include "The Breaking of Style: Hopkins, Heaney, Graham" (1995), "The Given and the Made: Strategies of Poetic Redefinition" (1995) and "Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill" (2010).



In 2004, the National Endowment for the Humanities named her a Jefferson Lecturer, the highest honor the federal government bestows on a scholar of the humanities. According to her wishes, she was to be buried on "Harvard Hill" in Mount Auburn Cemetery, in Cambridge, Mass.



In her interview with The Paris Review, Ms. Vendler compressed her critical method into seven words: "I write to explain things to myself."
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Former Boeing Manager Says Workers Mishandled Parts to Meet Deadlines



Merle Meyers, who left Boeing last year after a 30-year career, said he was speaking publicly about his experience because he loved the company "fiercely."




Merle Meyers, who worked at Boeing for nearly 30 years, said the company's culture had changed over the years to emphasize speed over quality.




By Niraj Chokshi


Apr 24, 2024


Two framed documents from a long career at Boeing hang side by side in Merle Meyers's home: A certificate from 2022 that thanks him for three decades of service. And a letter he received months later reprimanding him for his performance.



The documents reflect his conflicting emotions about the company. Mr. Meyers, who worked as a Boeing quality manager until last year, holds deep affection for the aircraft manufacturer, where both he and his mother worked. But he is also saddened and frustrated by what he described as a yearslong shift by Boeing executives to emphasize speed over quality.



"I love the company," said Mr. Meyers, 65, who is publicly sharing his concerns for the first time, supported by hundreds of pages of emails and other documents. For years, he said, quality was the top priority, but that changed over time: "Now, it's schedule that takes the lead."



Boeing is revered by many aviation professionals as a lasting symbol of ingenuity and an engineering and manufacturing powerhouse. It is so important to the U.S. economy that presidents have effectively 
served as salesmen
 for its planes abroad. The company is a dominant force in Washington State and a top employer in the Seattle area, where it was founded and produces the 737 and other planes.



A job at Boeing is often a source of pride, and many employees have intergenerational ties to the company. In addition to his mother, Mr. Meyers said, his wife's father and grandfather also worked there.



But that shared pride has been badly bruised in recent years. The company's reputation was tarnished by a pair of fatal crashes of the 737 Max 8 in 2018 and 2019 and an episode when a panel blew out of a 737 Max 9 plane on Jan. 5. That flight reignited intense scrutiny from regulators, airlines and the public.



Last month, Boeing's chief executive, Dave Calhoun, said he would step down at the end of the year, and its chairman left his position immediately. The company said it had since taken steps to improve quality, including increasing inspections, hiring inspectors and pausing production so managers can hear directly from workers.



"For years, we prioritized the movement of the airplane through the factory over getting it done right, and that's got to change," Brian West, the company's chief financial officer, said at an investor conference last month.



While aviation remains 
exceedingly safe
 -- far fewer people die on planes than in cars, trucks or buses -- the Jan. 5 flight highlighted quality concerns raised by Mr. Meyers and other current and former employees. Many who have spoken out say they have done so out of respect for Boeing employees and their work, and a desire to push the company to restore its reputation.



"The Boeing Company has done everything for me, and I will never be able to do enough for them," said Mr. Meyers, a Christian chaplain who said his decision to speak out was informed partly by his faith. "We love the company fiercely. That's why you fight for it."



His career at Boeing, which included some long gaps, started in 1979 with a job making overhead storage bins. Starting in the mid-1990s, he oversaw quality at suppliers that made seats, galleys and other components in Texas, England and France. Mr. Meyers said he had been laid off twice, in the early 1990s and the early 2000s. He returned a few years later and spent the second half of his career in quality oversight in Everett, Wash., where Boeing makes several models of planes.



Mr. Meyers, who wears a ring on his right hand commemorating his 30 years at Boeing, said he had begun to notice slipping in the company's high standards after its 1997 merger with McDonnell Douglas. He said Boeing's engineering-first mentality had slowly given way to a stronger focus on profits after executives from McDonnell Douglas assumed top jobs at Boeing.




The ring Mr. Meyers wears to commemorate his 30 years at Boeing.




Mr. Meyers said he was particularly troubled that workers at Boeing's Everett factory felt such pressure to keep production moving that they would find unauthorized ways to get the parts they needed. That included taking parts assigned to other planes, taking newly delivered components before they could be inspected or logged, or trying to recover parts that had been scrapped. To Mr. Meyers, managers did little to dissuade or punish workers from such shortcuts.



"What gets rewarded gets repeated," he said. "People get promoted by hustling parts."



Thousands of people work at the Everett building, which is generally regarded as the world's largest by volume, and Mr. Meyers acknowledges that his observations were limited to a portion of the work carried out there. But the pressures he described are similar to those 
identified by other current and former employees
.



In one investigation from 2015, Mr. Meyers found that workers had used an unauthorized form to recover scrapped parts, such as landing-gear axles, at least 23 times over 15 years, according to email correspondence. Components are usually scrapped because they are substandard or defective, but workers in several cases said the parts had been removed mistakenly, an explanation that Mr. Meyers said was hard to believe. The movement of parts is generally highly documented and regulated to ensure quality and safety.



"Parts don't just end up in scrap," he said. His findings ultimately helped to end the practice, according to the documents provided by Mr. Meyers.



In 2021, his team identified multiple instances in which employees removed parts from receiving areas before those components could be inspected, according to the documents. In one case, an employee took parts and disposed of the associated paperwork and shipping crates. In another instance, Mr. Meyers shared with corporate investigators an annotated email chain showing that several 787 bulkheads had been removed from a receiving area without the knowledge of quality inspectors.



In a statement, the company said it took such violations seriously.



"Boeing's quality team plays an important role in identifying issues, improving processes and strengthening compliance in our factories," the company said. "We appreciate employees who raise their voice, and we have systems in place to encourage them to speak up confidentially or anonymously."



Mr. Meyers said that he would notify corporate investigators of such incidents when he believed that the practices he uncovered were widespread and that the company should do more to stop them.



But emails he shared with The New York Times also show that his efforts to get the attention of those investigators often ended in frustration. In some cases, the investigators said they could not substantiate his findings. Mr. Meyers frequently pushed back, succeeding in some cases in prompting additional action, he said.



By early last year, Mr. Meyers had received that written reprimand, which said he was responsible for creating "defective work product, service or output" but didn't provide any details about what he had done wrong. He felt both that his concerns were not being taken seriously and that if he stayed at Boeing he might eventually be pushed out. He was offered a financial incentive to quit, so he took it.



It was not the departure he had expected or planned for.



Mr. Meyers was a teenager when his mother, Darlene Meyers, joined Boeing in the early 1970s. Her two-decade career there, in which she rose from a clerk to a high-profile role as a designated representative of the Federal Aviation Administration, had helped to lift the two of them out of poverty, he said.



His own Boeing career helped to provide a comfortable life for his family and a good education for his daughter and son, both of whom are in their late 30s and have families of their own.



Since leaving, he has focused more on work that he and his wife, Cindy, who is also a chaplain, have done for some time, helping survivors of trauma or people dealing with grief.



"I didn't want to go back into aerospace," he said. "I've had enough scars."
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Business Groups Sue to Stop F.T.C. From Banning Noncompete Clauses



The lawsuits contend the F.T.C. does not have the authority to prohibit companies from limiting their employees' ability to work for rivals.




The Federal Trade Commission in Washington. The agency is being sued over its ban on noncompete agreements.




By J. Edward Moreno


Apr 24, 2024


The U.S. Chamber of Commerce fulfilled its promise to sue the Federal Trade Commission over a ban on agreements that prevent workers from leaving a company for a rival, arguing in a lawsuit filed Wednesday that the agency overstepped its authority.



The lawsuit, filed in a U.S. District Court in Texas, argued that the F.T.C. did not have authority to issue rules that define unlawful methods of competition. The Chamber of Commerce was joined by three other business groups: the Business Roundtable, the Texas Association of Business and the Longview Chamber of Commerce.



The suit came a day after the F.T.C. 
announced a final rule
 to ban the noncompete agreements. The rule was approved in a 3-to-2 vote, with both Republican commissioners voting against the measure.



The Chamber of Commerce vowed to challenge the rule shortly after the vote. Its lawsuit called the ban "a vast overhaul of the national economy, and applies to a host of contracts that could not harm competition in any way." It said the agency didn't have the power to issue a ban and, even if it did, a categorical ban on such agreements wasn't lawful.



Ryan LLC, a tax services firm in Dallas, also 
sued the F.T.C.
, generally raising similar arguments in a lawsuit filed in another U.S. District Court in Texas. Ryan is represented by Eugene Scalia, a partner at Gibson Dunn who was secretary of labor during the Trump administration.



Douglas Farrar, an F.T.C. spokesman, said in a statement that Congress empowered the agency to prevent "unfair methods of competition," which it believes includes noncompete agreements.



"Our legal authority is crystal clear," he said. "Addressing noncompetes that curtail Americans' economic freedom is at the very heart of our mandate, and we look forward to winning in court."



The choice of forums for the lawsuits puts the challenges in front of Trump-appointed District Court judges, J. Campbell Barker in the Eastern District and Ada Brown in the Northern District. Any appeal would be sent to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans, where 12 of 17 judges were nominated by Republican presidents, with six by Mr. Trump.



Debbie Berman, a management-side lawyer at Jenner & Block, said the two lawsuits filed in Texas were just the beginning. She said the question of the F.T.C.'s authority to ban noncompetes would probably come up in every lawsuit pertaining to such agreements going forward, and various courts were likely to reach different conclusions, making it ripe for the Supreme Court to weigh in.



"This court has certainly signaled that it views agencies' powers to be narrow and very tightly hewed to the legislation that they're promulgating rules and regulations from," Ms. Berman said.



The F.T.C.'s rule would void existing noncompete agreements, besides those applying to executives in "policy-making positions" who make at least $151,164 a year. It would also prevent companies from imposing new noncompetes, even on executives.



It is set to become law 120 days after it is published in the Federal Register, probably this week, though it may be tied up in a long legal battle.



Companies generally use noncompetes to protect trade secrets and to avoid spending money to train employees who can hop over to a competitor. The F.T.C. and worker advocates say that noncompete agreements 
suppress competition for labor
, pushing down wages.



The agency's rule was supported by unions, including the A.F.L.-C.I.O. and North America's Building Trades Unions. Business groups opposing the rule included the Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association, a trade organization that represents Wall Street, and the American Trucking Associations.



The challenges to the rule center on whether the F.T.C. has the power to make such sweeping decisions.



In its final rule, the agency said Congress empowered it to adopt rules "for the purpose of preventing unfair methods of competition" and "defining certain conduct as an unfair method of competition."



The F.T.C. has leaned on a 
1973 appellate court decision
 -- National Petroleum Refiners Association v. F.T.C. -- that allowed the agency to issue substantive rules. That case addressed the agency's ability to require octane ratings be posted on gas pumps.



William Kovacic, a former F.T.C. chair, said the agency might face an uphill battle fending off the challenges to its rule on noncompetes.



"The F.T.C. believes that earlier jurisprudence and legislation has created a bridge over which its noncompete rule can travel," Mr. Kovacic said. "The hazard for the commission and its rule is that the bridge is fragile, and the F.T.C. wants to drive a very heavy truck over it."



The attempts to block the F.T.C.'s noncompete rule come amid a broader pushback by some businesses, lawmakers and others against the power of executive agencies.



The Supreme Court is expected to decide by June on a case seeking a much more narrow interpretation of 
the powers federal agencies are granted
. That case, like the ones against the F.T.C., seek to limit the agencies' power to those explicitly granted by Congress.



Companies including SpaceX, Trader Joe's and 
Amazon
 have filed lawsuits arguing that the National Labor Relations Board, which regulates labor relations, is unconstitutional.



Neil Bradley, the chief policy officer at the Chamber of Commerce, said those kinds of challenges are a "reasonable reaction" to federal agencies that have sought to expand their authorities.



"It's that kind of regulatory overreach into micromanagement, and the new precedents that agencies are trying to set, that's fueling a lot of the concern in the business community," he said.



Laura Padin, a lawyer at the National Employment Law Project, said a sympathetic Supreme Court had "emboldened" businesses to bring more challenges to agencies' power. By arguing that every regulation should be explicitly ordered by Congress, which often deadlocks on legislation,  business groups are essentially asking not to be subject any new requirements, she said.



"What we've seen is this resurgence of corporations challenging the basic authority of administrative agencies to do their basic tasks," Ms. Padin said.
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Cait Bailey Can't Avoid the Spotlight



The publicist is by the side of famous people like Zayn Malik, Alex Cooper and Alix Earle. She's dating a famous chef. But she'd prefer to keep a low profile.




Cait Bailey is a publicist and brand strategist who runs the New York office of Align Public Relations.




By Carson Griffith


Apr 23, 2024


"Not tonight," Cait Bailey told a photographer trying to take her picture inside an area cordoned off for special guests at a Louis Vuitton party at the Miami Beach Convention Center. "Not this time."



Ms. Bailey, 34, suggested he instead aim his camera at Alix Earle, 
an influencer
, and her boyfriend, Braxton Berrios, a professional football player with the Miami Dolphins.



"I'm not used to being the subject," Ms. Bailey said as the photographer snapped Ms. Earle at the event, held during 
Art Basel Miami Beach
 in December.



Anonymity has become more elusive for Ms. Bailey, a publicist and brand strategist who runs the New York office of Align Public Relations, as her clients have grown to include people with large followings like Ms. Earle, the "Call Her Daddy" podcast host 
Alex Cooper
, the sibling influencers Charli and Dixie D'Amelio and the singer 
Zayn Malik
. Last month, Ms. Bailey and several of her clients, including Ms. Cooper and Ms. Earle, attended the 
South by Southwest Conference and Festivals
 in Austin, Texas, where Ms. Cooper hosted 
an event
 promoting her podcast network.



Ms. Bailey's relationship with Mario Carbone, 44, a chef and an owner of 
Carbone
 restaurant and other establishments, has also made it harder for her to avoid attention. (Mr. Carbone was at Ms. Cooper's SXSW event, too; he prepared Carbone's spicy rigatoni for guests.) He and Ms. Bailey, who live in Miami Beach and in New York, have been together for six years.



Ms. Bailey's 
Instagram account
 has no photos but more than 72,000 followers -- a disproportionate ratio that some who spend a lot of time online have noticed. "Anyone know what happened with Cait Bailey?," a Reddit user 
posted
 in a forum called NYCInfluencerSnark. "She deleted all her photos."



Ms. Bailey removed all of her photos last year because they "were just all really outdated," she said. Posting new ones "was just starting to feel like a chore," she added. "It was starting to feel like work."



That's not to say Ms. Bailey -- who has long blond hair and whose appearance has been likened to Margot Robbie's -- doesn't use social media.



Her Instagram Stories have often featured pictures of her clients at fashion shows (many of which she has attended with them), snapshots of designer items she has acquired or photos of her and Mr. Carbone with influential people like Michael Coste, an employee at Hermes who works with its 
notable
 
customers
.



A Networker 'Like No Other'



Days after the Louis Vuitton event at Art Basel in December, Ms. Bailey glided through the crowd gathered outside manicured hedges along North Bay Road in Miami Beach. Behind the bushes, a party was being held at the waterfront home of Wayne Boich, a billionaire who runs a company that invests in real estate and energy businesses, and who started another company focused on the pickleball-like sport 
padel
.



A song by the rapper Snoop Dogg was blasting through the shrubbery. He was performing live on the other side.



It was a Friday night around 11:30 p.m. and Ms. Bailey, after sliding past a bouncer, said hello to 
Sergey Brin
, a founder of Google, who had a deck of cards in his hand.



"He's a great magician," she said loudly enough for Mr. Brin to hear, prompting him to perform a trick. Then, he asked Ms. Bailey if she could help get some people into the party. "Of course," she said. Ms. Bailey typed a little on her phone and, like magic, those people were let inside.



As Ms. Bailey made her way through the party, she was greeted by Mayor Francis Suarez of Miami, who gave her a fist bump. Then she stopped to chat with a group that included 
Cindy Crawford and Rande Gerber
. At one point, Ms. Bailey congratulated a man and a woman with a big diamond on her ring finger. The couple had recently become engaged.



"When are you and Mario going to get engaged?" the woman asked Ms. Bailey.



"Oh, I can't take on one more project right now," Ms. Bailey replied with a laugh. "He'll know when I'm ready."




Mario Carbone and Ms. Bailey at an opening party for Contessa, a restaurant he co-owns in Miami's Design District, in 2022.




During Art Basel Miami Beach, Ms. Bailey went to some 20 events. Mr. Carbone, a self-described introvert, said Ms. Bailey's "social ability" and "the way she controlled a room" were among the first things that had drawn him to her.



Ms. Earle, who started working with Ms. Bailey in February 2023, echoed Mr. Carbone's sentiments. "When I first met Cait, no matter where we were or where we went, she knew someone important in the room and always took the time to introduce me," Ms. Earle said. "She can network like no other."



Ms. Bailey's networking ability also appealed to Remi Bader, a 
plus-size influencer
 who started working with Ms. Bailey in 2021. Since then, Ms. Bailey has helped Ms. Bader develop relationships with brands like Valentino and Balmain.



"I feel like if I didn't have Cait pushing for me and fighting for me, they wouldn't have worked with me," Ms. Bader said.



An Unexpected Plot Twist



Ms. Bailey, who grew up outside Baltimore, has built her network through several jobs, including positions at blue-chip and up-and-coming public relations agencies.



The path she has taken has deviated significantly from what she envisioned after graduating from Georgia Southern University in 2012, which she described as: Return to Baltimore's suburbs, marry a lacrosse player and raise children who would go to the same private Catholic school that she attended.



"It was the dream," Ms. Bailey said. "And I was excited for that future."



Her mother, Patti Caudill, an assistant clinical professor of speech pathology, helped put her on a different trajectory. Not long after Ms. Bailey graduated from college, Ms. Caudill participated in a charity auction where she bid and won a prize for her daughter: an internship opportunity in New York at PMK BNC, a public relations firm.



"I came home one day and my mom was so excited," Ms. Bailey recalled. "She said, 'I just secured an internship for you.'"



Ms. Caudill said she never had any doubts that her daughter would be successful, but that she never envisioned Ms. Bailey having the career she has today. "She's kind of blazed her own path," she said.




Alix Earle, right, celebrated her birthday with Ms. Bailey at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood, Fla., in December.




Ms. Bailey's internship led to a full-time job that involved keeping track of press about clients at PMK, which has since merged with Rogers & Cowan to form 
a new agency
. Her desk was in a hidden-away area -- "basically the supply closet," as she put it. Its location made it a place where some employees "would come and cry," she said, or vent.



Michael Cohen, an assistant at PMK when Ms. Bailey worked there, described her as his "work wife" back then. "It was clear she was a people person," said Mr. Cohen, who is now the president of film and television at Lena Dunham's Good Thing Going Productions. "She valued relationships." He tipped Ms. Bailey off to what would be her next job: a position as an assistant to a publicist at PMK whose clients have included Kim Kardashian and Selena Gomez.



After four years at the agency, Ms. Bailey left to work at a start-up digital concierge service. But it wasn't long before she started to miss working in publicity, she said.



She quit and started working as a freelance publicist -- a line of work she said she might still be in were it not for a phone call she received in 2019 from Nicole Perez-Krueger, a former publicist at PMK, who at the time was 
building a new company
 called Align Public Relations.



Good Instincts (and Timing)



Ms. Bailey, after being hired at Align, took a particular interest in influencers, or content creators, on TikTok. The app 
arrived
 in the United States in 2018, only a year or so before she started at Align.



Among the first potential clients she approached were Charli D'Amelio and her elder sister, Dixie, influencers who have parlayed their social media fame 
into a TV show
.



Charli D'Amelio recalled that Ms. Bailey came to the sisters' family home in Norwalk, Conn., for a meeting in March 2020, with a bag of bagels in tow. By the time Ms. Bailey left, the D'Amelios had made a verbal agreement to become Align clients.



"I had never heard of a publicist before and I didn't know what that was or why I would want one," Charli D'Amelio said. "Cait came over and explained what they do and how they would be able to help the family."



By then, Ms. Bailey and Mr. Carbone had been dating for about two years. They met in 2018 at his namesake restaurant on Thompson Street in the Greenwich Village in Manhattan.



Mr. Carbone was there with a friend, he said, when he received a text message from Shay Mitchell, 
an actress
 with whom he is friendly, asking for a last-minute reservation. She was with Ms. Bailey; Ms. Mitchell, who is a client of Ms. Bailey's, first met her when she was working at PMK.



"I told her we were full, but if you want to join us, you can," Mr. Carbone recalled telling Ms. Mitchell. "She said, 'Great, I'll take it.' And that's how I met Cait."



Introducing them, Ms. Mitchell said jokingly, "means reservations for life!"



Mr. Carbone said he grew up in a family in which "working hard was standard." To be in a relationship with someone who has a similar work ethic "makes it easy," he added, noting that Ms. Bailey's achievements have had very little to do with his.



"There is no piggybacking on Major Food Group," Mr. Carbone said, referring to his company, which has recently opened 
a string of restaurants
 in Florida.



A telling sign that he had fallen for Ms. Bailey, he said, was his decision to get rid of a beloved vintage U-shaped sofa in his New York apartment.



"It was beautiful, but it was impossible to sit on, to lay on," Mr. Carbone said of the couch, a piece by the furniture designer Maurizio Tempestini. "In the beginning, she was nice about it because we were in the courting stage, and you don't want to say anything. But eventually she was like, this is the worst couch ever."




Ms. Bailey has started playing backgammon because of Mr. Carbone, who described her as a bad loser and a worse winner. "If she wins, she gloats; if she loses, she finds an excuse at why I got lucky," he said.




As Ms. Bailey has inspired Mr. Carbone to give up certain things, he has influenced her to take up new pursuits like backgammon. "She got better than me, and I admit that," Mr. Carbone said, describing Ms. Bailey as a "bad loser and a worse winner."



"If she wins, she gloats; if she loses, she finds an excuse at why I got lucky," he said. "This goes for all games. It's not a lot of fun to play with Cait."



Not that Ms. Bailey has much time to play.



"She is really working away," Mr. Carbone said.



Having a partner who is ambitious "and is just as passionate about what they do is a beautiful thing," he added.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/23/style/cait-bailey-align-pr.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Lots of Italy, on Many Collectible Plates



Buon Ricordo plates were introduced 60 years ago at restaurants in Italy. The hand-painted ceramics can now be found at design trade shows and fancy decor stores.




Buon Ricordo plates, a style of Italian tableware introduced as a marketing tool for an association of regional Italian restaurants, feature designs inspired partly by restaurants' signature dishes.




By Chantel Tattoli


Apr 21, 2024


For his 73rd birthday in April, Felice Macchi had lunch at La Bettola Del Gusto, a restaurant in Pompeii, Italy, with a focus on seafood.



He ordered the house specialty: spaghettoni, a thicker spaghetti, in a fermented anchovy sauce with black truffles and butter made with milk from water buffalo native to the Mediterranean region. The meal came on a ceramic plate with a whimsical hand-painted design depicting the spaghettoni dish and a smoking volcano, a nod to nearby Mount Vesuvius.



Mr. Macchi finished his meal -- he said it was "excellent" -- but did not leave the restaurant empty-handed. Instead of leftovers, he took home the plate his pasta was served on.



It was a new addition to a collection he has amassed of that type of Italian tableware, known as Buon Ricordo plates. He has hundreds of them, many of which he eats on. Others decorate hallways, the kitchen and the dining room of his home in Varese, Italy.



Since 2022, Mr. Macchi has been the president of the 
Buon Ricordo Plate Collectors Association
. The group, which has about 400 members in Europe and South America, is planning an exhibition of the plates at the 
Fondazione Sant Elia
, a museum in Palermo.



When asked why he started collecting the plates, Mr. Macchi, an insurance agent, answered romantically.



"Why do we fall in love with a woman?" he said.



The tableware was introduced as a marketing tool for an association of regional Italian restaurants, called the 
Buon Ricordo Union
, formed in 1964. It can still be found at the union's restaurants -- as well as at Italian flea markets and antique sellers, design trade shows like 
Maison et Objet
 in Paris and high-end decor stores like 
ABC Carpet & Home
 in New York.



At the time the plates were introduced, local Italian cuisines were mostly prepared at home and largely seen as not worthy of serving at restaurants across Italy, many of which had French-influenced menus instead.




Each restaurant's plate features some combination of its name and a hand-painted motif.




The idea for Buon Ricordo, which translates to "good memory" in English, came from Dino Villani, an Italian advertising executive who, among other accomplishments, founded the beauty contest now known as 
Miss Italy
. He proposed the restaurant union as a way to promote and preserve regional Italian cooking at establishments in the country.



Restaurant owners who wanted to join had to show that they were using regional recipes and ingredients. Joining the union has also required an annual fee; this year, it was 1,000 euros. In the 1980s, it started to accept restaurants outside of Italy that adhered to its membership criteria.



Once part of the union, establishments received unique tableware designed to highlight their signature dishes, with each restaurant's plate featuring its name and a hand-painted motif that often included cartoonish renderings of swordfish, rabbits, snails, cows or squid.



When a patron ordered a restaurant's signature dish, it was served on a Buon Ricordo plate, which could be taken home as a keepsake -- a practice that has more or less continued to this day at the union's 112 restaurants, 11 of which are outside of Italy, in cities including Paris, Tokyo and New York. (These days, patrons of the restaurants receive the plates only if they order the house specialty as part of a multicourse Buon Ricordo tasting menu.)



Suki LaBarre, the vice president of merchandising and e-commerce at ABC Carpet & Home, said the store started carrying the plates in 2022; at first, it offered a small selection of about 50 pieces that she and a colleague chose after considering various designs for more than an hour. Last year, she ordered some 600 more plates for the store from a supplier that specializes in midcentury European decorative items.



"We've gone with the fish stories and not so much the meat," Ms. LaBarre said of the types of motifs on the plates sold at ABC, which cost $60 a plate. She attributed the interest in the style partly to its playful aesthetic and partly to its history.



Daniele Tassi, 36, bought a few plates at ABC in February to use as decor at his Italian restaurant Terre, in Brooklyn. "I was surprised to see them there -- but I understand why they are," said Mr. Tassi, the chef at Terre, which he co-owns with Monia Solighetto and Alessandro Trezza, a married couple with Milanese roots.




Terre, a restaurant in Brooklyn, this year became the first and only member of the Buon Ricordo Union in the United States. Its plates feature a design inspired by the restaurant's house specialty: pappardelle pasta with a wild boar ragu.




In January, Terre became the first and only member of the Buon Ricordo Union in the United States. Ms. Solighetto, 49, said she wanted to join the union because it stands for Italy's tradition of "eating locally and using quality, seasonal ingredients" -- a tradition, she added, that is now also "trendy."



At Terre, the signature dish is pappardelle pasta with a wild boar ragu, a family recipe Mr. Tassi was served regularly when he was growing up in Italy's Umbria region. Except for the boar meat, which comes from Texas, the dish at Terre is made using ingredients from Italy.



It is served on Buon Ricordo plates with a design depicting the Italian and American flags and a gray boar standing in a coil of yellow pasta. They were produced at 
a factory
 in Vietri sul Mare, on Italy's Amalfi Coast, which has been using local clay to make the tableware since it was introduced six decades ago.



On April 9, the Buon Ricordo Union had a dinner to celebrate its 60th anniversary in Vietri sul Mare. A 
special plate
 was issued for the occasion, and chefs from some 100 associated restaurants prepared a tasting menu. They included Mr. Tassi, who said he returned to Brooklyn after the event with dozens of Buon Ricordo plates; he picked up some from his grandparents, who had collected the tableware in the '70s and '80s, a time when interest in it was surging in Italy.



Mary Lies, 60, has been a fan of the plates ever since she noticed some at an antiques fair in Lucca, Italy, in the early 2000s. She has since been buying the tableware for herself and for her retail business, 
Mercato
, in Kansas City, Kan., which sells it for $37 a plate.



Ms. Lies described the ceramics as a sort of instant mood lifter.



"Seeing them, you can't help but smile," she said.
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Critic's Notebook



The Venice Biennale and the Art of Turning Backward



Every art institution now speaks of progress, justice, transformation. What if all those words hide a more old-fashioned aim?




Paintings by 20th-century artists hang cheek by jowl in the Central Pavilion of the 2024 Venice Biennale. The nude at center left was painted by the pioneering Brazilian artist Tarsila do Amaral.




By Jason Farago


Apr 24, 2024


There is a sour tendency in cultural politics today -- a growing gap between speaking about the world and acting in it. 



In the domain of rhetoric, everyone has grown gifted at pulling back the curtain. An elegant museum gallery is actually a record of imperial violence; a symphony orchestra is a site of elitism and exploitation: these critiques we can now deliver without trying. But when it comes to making anything new, we are gripped by 
near-total inertia
. We are losing faith with so many institutions of culture and society -- the museum, the market, and, especially this week, 
the university
 -- but cannot imagine an exit from them. We throw bricks with abandon, we lay them with difficulty, if at all. We engage in perpetual protest, but seem unable to channel it into anything concrete.



So we spin around. We circle. And, maybe, we start going backward.



I've just spent a week tramping across Venice, a city of more than 250 churches, and where did I encounter the most doctrinaire catechism? It was in 
the galleries of the 2024 Venice Biennale
, still the 
world's principal appointment to discover new art
, whose current edition is at best a missed opportunity, and at worst something like a tragedy. 



It's often preachy, but that's not its biggest problem. The real problem is how it tokenizes, essentializes, minimizes and pigeonholes talented artists -- and there are many here, among more than 300 participants -- who have had their work sanded down to slogans and lessons so clear they could fit in a curator's screenshot. This is a Biennale that speaks the language of assurance, but is actually soaked in anxiety, and too often resorts, as the Nigerian author 
Wole Soyinka
 deplored in a poem, to "cast the sanctimonious stone / And leave frail beauty shredded in the square / Of public shame."




An installation by Precious Okoyomon, integrating living plants with sensors and speakers, in an outdoor space of the Nigerian pavilion.




This year's Biennale opened last week under an ominous star. The Venetian megashow consists of a central exhibition, spanning two locations, as well as around 90 independent pavilions organized by individual nations. One of these nations is Israel, and in the weeks before the vernissage an activist group calling itself the "Art Not Genocide Alliance" had petitioned the show's organizers to exclude Israel from participating. 
The Biennale refused
; a smaller appeal against the pavilion of Iran also went nowhere. (As for Russia, it remains nation non grata for the second Biennale in a row.) With disagreements over the war in Gaza spilling into cultural institutions across the continent -- they'd 
already sunk Documenta
, the German exhibition that is Venice's only rival for attendance and prestige -- the promise of a major controversy seemed to hang over the Giardini della Biennale.



As it happened, the artist and curator of Israel's pavilion surprised the preview audience 
by closing their own show
, and posted a sign at the entrance declaring it would stay shut until "a cease-fire and hostage release agreement is reached." A 
small protest took place anyway
 ("No Death in Venice" was one slogan), but the controversy had only a tiny impact on the Prosecco-soaked Venetian carnival that is opening week. Right next door, at the U.S. Pavilion, twice as many visitors were waiting to get inside as were protesting.




Ruth Patir, the artist representing Israel, declined to open her exhibition until a cease-fire was established in Gaza.





A group of demonstrators gathered outside the Israel and U.S. Pavilions at the 2024 Venice Biennale to protest Israel's war on Gaza.




One could strain to read the Israeli withdrawal productively, as part of a 
century-long tradition of empty, vacated or closed exhibitions
 by artists such as Rirkrit Tiravanija, Graciela Carnevale, and all the way back to Marcel Duchamp. Probably it was the only possible response to an untenable situation. Either way, the Israel pavilion encapsulated in miniature a larger dilemma and deficiency, in Venice and in culture more broadly: a thoroughgoing inability -- even Foucault did not go this far! -- to think about art, or indeed life, as anything other than a reflection of political, social or economic power.



That is certainly the agenda of the central exhibition, organized by the Brazilian museum director 
Adriano Pedrosa
. I'd cheered when he was 
appointed
 curator of this year's edition. At the Sao Paulo Museum of Art, one of Latin America's boldest cultural institutions, Pedrosa had masterminded a cycle of centuries-spanning exhibitions that 
reframed Brazilian art
 as a crucible of African, Indigenous, European and pan-American history. His nomination came a few weeks after Giorgia Meloni became Italy's first far-right prime minister since World War II. And Pedrosa -- who had successfully 
steered his museum
 through Brazil's own far-right presidency of 2018-22 -- promised a show of cosmopolitanism and variety, as expressed in a title, 
"Foreigners Everywhere,"
 that seemed like a moderate anti-Meloni dig.



But what Pedrosa has actually brought to Venice is a closed, controlled, and at times belittling showcase, which smooths out all the distinctions and contradictions of a global commons. The show is remarkably placid, especially in the Giardini. There are large doses of figurative painting and (as customary these days) weaving and tapestry arranged in polite, symmetrical arrays. There is art of great beauty and power, such as three cosmological panoramas by the self-taught Amazonian painter 
Santiago Yahuarcani
, and also far less sophisticated work celebrated by the curator in the exact same way.




A view of the Arsenale, Venice's historic shipyard, during opening week of the 2024 Venice Biennale. It is part of the main exhibition, "Foreigners Everywhere," curated by Adriano Pedrosa.




In the brutal rounding-down arithmetic of the 2024 Venice Biennale, to be a 
straniero
 -- a "foreigner" or "stranger," applied equally to graduates of the world's most prestigious M.F.A. programs and the mentally ill -- implies moral credibility, and moral credibility equals artistic importance. Hence Pedrosa's inclusion of L.G.B.T.Q. people as "foreigners," as if gender or sexuality were proof of progressive bona fides. (Gay men have led far-right parties in the Netherlands and Austria; over at Venice's Peggy Guggenheim Collection is a wonderfully pervy show of the polymathic Frenchman 
Jean Cocteau,
 who praised Nazis while drawing sailors without their bell-bottoms.) 



Even more bizarre is the designation of the Indigenous peoples of Brazil and Mexico, of Australia and New Zealand, as "foreigners"; surely they should be the one class of people exempt from such estrangement. In some galleries, categories and classifications take precedence over formal sophistication to a derogatory degree. The Pakistan-born artist 
Salman Toor,
 who paints ambiguous scenes of queer New York with real acuity and invention, is shown alongside simplistic queer-and-trans-friendly street art from an Indian NGO "spreading positivity and hope to their communities."




A view of the "historical core" of the 60th Venice Biennale. The large group portrait at center is by Hendra Gunawan of Indonesia; the smaller works are by painters from Brazil, Egypt, Sudan and South Africa.




Over and over, the human complexity of artists gets upstaged  by their designation as group members, and art itself gets reduced to a symptom or a triviality. I felt that particularly in three large, shocking galleries in the central pavilion of the Giardini, packed tight with more than 100 paintings and sculptures made in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle East between 1915 and 1990. These constitute the bulk of what Pedrosa calls the show's 
nucleo storico, 
its historical core, and this was the part of the Biennale I'd looked forward to most. It had promised to demonstrate that the world outside the North Atlantic has a history of modern art far richer than our leading museums have shown us.



Indeed it does. But you won't learn that here, where paintings of wildly different importance and quality have been shoved together with almost no historical documentation, cultural context, or even visual delight. It flushes away distinctions between free and unfree regimes or between capitalist and socialist societies, or between those who joined an international avant-garde and those who saw art as a nationalist calling. True pioneers, such as the immense Brazilian innovator 
Tarsila do Amaral,
 are equated with orthodox or traditionalist portraitists. More ambitious exhibitions -- notably the giant "
Postwar
," staged in Munich in 2016-17 -- used critical juxtaposition and historical documentation to show 
how and why
 an Asian modernism, or an African modernism, looked the way it did. Here in Venice, Pedrosa treats paintings from all over as just so many postage stamps, pasted down with little visual acuity, celebrated merely for their rarity to an implied "Western" viewer.




The densely hung central pavilion of Adriano Pedrosa's "Foreigners Everywhere," at the Venice Biennale. In some galleries, categories and classifications take precedence over formal sophistication, says our critic.




You thought we were all equals? Here you have the logic of the old-style ethnological museum, transposed from the colonial exposition to the Google Images results page. S.H. Raza of India, Saloua Raouda Choucair of Lebanon, the Cuban American Carmen Herrera, and also painters who were new to me, got reduced to so much Global South wallpaper, and were photographed by visitors accordingly. All of which shows that it's far too easy to speak art's exculpatory language, to invoke "opacity" or "fugitivity" or whatever today's decolonial shibboleth may be. But by othering some 95 percent of humanity -- by designating just about everyone on earth as "foreigners," and affixing categories onto them with sticky-backed labels -- what you 
really
 do is exactly what those dreadful Europeans did before you: you exoticize.



And yet, for all that, there is so much I liked in this year's Biennale! From the central exhibition I am still thinking about a monumental installation of unfired coils of clay by 
Anna Maria Maiolino
, a winner of the Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement, that recasts serial production as something intimate, irregular, even anatomical. 
Karimah Ashadu
, who won the Silver Lion for her high-speed film of young men bombing across Lagos on banned motorbikes, gave the economic intensity of megacity life a vigorous visual language. There are the stark, speechless paintings from the 1970s of 
Romany Eveleigh,
 whose thousands of scratched little O's turn writing into an unsemantic howl. There are 
Yuko Mohri's
 mischievously articulated assemblages of found objects, plastic sheeting and fresh fruit, in the Japanese Pavilion, and Precious Okoyomon's Gesamtkunstwerk of soil, speakers and motion sensors, 
in the Nigerian Pavilion
. 




Yuko Mohri, representing Japan, constructs wry and precarious assemblages from living and industrial materials.




Beyond the Biennale, Christoph Buchel's frenzied exhibition at the Fondazione Prada assembles mountains of junk and jewels into an impertinent expose of wealth and debt, colonialism and collecting. In the Palazzo Contarini Polignac, a hazily elegant video by the Odesa-born artist 
Nikolay Karabinovych
 reinscribes the Ukrainian landscape as a crossroads of languages, religions and histories. Above all there is 
Pierre Huyghe
, at the Punta della Dogana, who fuses human intelligence and artificial intelligence into the rarest thing of all: an image we have never seen before.



What all these artists have in common is some creative surplus that cannot be exploited -- not for a nation's image, not for a curator's thesis, not for a collector's vanity. Rather than the sudsy "politics" of advocacy, they profess that art's true political value lies in how it exceeds rhetorical function or financial value, and thereby points to human freedom. They are the ones who offered me at least a glimpse of what an equitable global cultural assembly could be: an "anti-museum," in the phrase of the Cameroonian philosopher 
Achille Mbembe
, where "the exhibiting of subjugated or humiliated humanities" at last becomes a venue where everyone gets to be more than a representative.




"Monte di Pieta," a project by Christoph Buchel for Fondazione Prada, fills a Renaissance palazzo with guns, jewelry, and thousands of other objects.




I still, unfashionably, keep faith with Mbembe's dream institution, and the artists here who would have their place in it. But we won't build it with buzzwords alone, and if anyone had actually been paying attention to the political discourse in this part of the world in a time of war, they would have realized that two can play this game. "An essentially emancipatory, anticolonial movement against unipolar hegemony is taking shape in the most diverse countries and societies" -- did someone in the 2024 Venice Biennale say that? No, 
it was Vladimir Putin
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/arts/design/venice-biennale-review-art-israel.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Review: Steve Carell as the 50-Year-Old Loser in a Comic 'Uncle Vanya'



Sleek, lucid, amusing, often beautiful, it's Chekhov with everything, except the main thing.




Steve Carell is precise, natural and unimposing as Vanya in Heidi Schreck's new translation of the Chekhov play at the Vivian Beaumont Theater in Manhattan.




By Jesse Green


Apr 25, 2024


Why is it called "Uncle Vanya"? All the man does is mope, mope harder, try to do something other than moping, fail miserably and mope some more.



You can't blame him. Vanya has spent most of his nearly 50 years scraping thin profit from a provincial estate, and not even for himself. The money he makes, running the farm with his unmarried niece, goes to support life in the city for his fatuous, gouty sort-of-ex-brother-in-law, an art professor who "knows nothing about art." Also, Vanya is hopelessly in love with the old man's exquisitely languorous young wife, who, reasonably enough, finds the moper pathetic.



In short, he is the opposite of the bold, laudable characters most writers of the late 1890s would name a play for. That's probably just why Chekhov did it, announcing a new kind of protagonist for a new kind of drama. Life in his experience having turned squalid and absurd, he could no longer paint it for audiences as heroic. So how could his protagonist be a hero?



The "Uncle Vanya" that opened on Wednesday at the Vivian Beaumont Theater, its 10th Broadway revival in 100 years, sees Chekhov's epochal bet and raises it. If Vanya is properly no hero in this amusing but rarely deeply affecting production, it's because he's no one at all. He despairs and disappears.



That would seem to be quite a trick, given that he's played by Steve Carell, the star of "The Office" and, perhaps more relevantly, "The 40-Year-Old Virgin." Carell's Vanya imports from those appearances the weaselly overeagerness that makes you roll your eyes at him while also worrying about his mental health. He makes jokes that aren't. He gets excited over all the wrong things. Rain coming? He 
called
 it.



Without a camera trained on such a man, you quickly learn to ignore him, as you would in real life. Indeed, in Lila Neugebauer's sleek, lucid staging, you barely notice Vanya even as he makes his first entrance, hidden behind a bench. When he speaks you don't pay much more attention; in Heidi Schreck's smooth, faithful yet colloquial new version, his first words, naturally, are complaints. "Ever since the professor showed up with his 
spouse
," he says, with a bitterly sarcastic spin on the last word, "my life has been total chaos."




Alison Pill as Sonia and Anika Noni Rose as Elena, with Carell in the background, in Lila Neugebauer's production for Lincoln Center Theater.




It's true that the professor -- here called Alexander instead of the Russian mouthful Aleksandr Vladimirovich Serebryakov -- has thrown the household into disarray with his demands and pains and unearned hauteur. But his wife, here called Elena, has been, if possible, even more disruptive.



Beauty and boredom in close quarters will do that. If Vanya is a malodorous dog she easily shoos away, a local doctor, Astrov, proves the more tempting companion. He is intelligent, cynical and passionate, at first about ecology only, but soon about Elena as well.



Vanya is usually the linchpin of the plot. His envy of both Alexander and Astrov, his crush on Elena, his resentment of his mother (who delights in Alexander's every apothegm), and his heedlessness of his niece's needs (Sonia is in love with Astrov) all return to ding him like a comically inerrant boomerang. No wonder the role has been catnip for big Broadway hams like Ralph Richardson, George C. Scott, Derek Jacobi and Nicol Williamson.



But Carell is no ham: He's precise, natural, unimposing. That's a reasonable choice given the text in vitro, which reads as a comedy of anticlimax. But in vivo, onstage, it should be, as well, a tragedy of inertia. For that you need a dominant Vanya with a rageful inner life.



That it does not have one here is not fatal. Neugebauer is such a detailed director, honing every moment and movement to a chic polish, that this typically gorgeous Lincoln Center Theater production offers a hundred things to enjoy. Mimi Lien's sylvan set, receding into the depths of the Beaumont stage, is one. Musical interludes, by the songwriter Andrew Bird, often featuring accordion and violin, are another, striking the play's jaunty melancholy just right. Kaye Voyce's contemporary costumes, quickly identifying each character's status and self-concept, are wonderful, and in the case of Elena's knit dresses with their form-hugging cuts, sensational.



So is the woman who wears them: Anika Noni Rose. Building on her history of ingenues ("Caroline, or Change") and sirens ("Carmen Jones"), she arrives here as the haunting question mark at the end of everyone's thoughts. I have never seen an Elena so decisive and, at the same time, so lost.



That's an advantage of Carell ceding ground: The other characters have more room to emerge. Of course, the play always draws attention to Elena (written for Chekhov's soon-to-be wife) and Astrov (originally played by Stanislavsky himself) because they are the only feasible lovers. But here, Astrov, given great self-deprecatory wit by William Jackson Harper, is more dimensional than usual, including, for once, an interest in trees that's as painfully visceral as his interest in Elena.




Carell, second from left, with William Jackson Harper as Astrov, Alfred Molina as Alexander, Jayne Houdyshell as Maria and Mia Katigbak as Marina.




The supporting roles are just as vividly filled. 
Alfred Molina
 as the professor is especially luxurious casting; nailing the babyish self-regard of the academically pampered, he is never funnier than when totally serious about his imaginary importance. As Sonia, Alison Pill has obviously thought about what it means to have lived so long with her uncle, breathing in his grievance, not daring to credit her own. This makes her the only truly dignified character: the one who makes you want to cry.



Otherwise, I wanted to laugh. Jayne Houdyshell creates an instantly recognizable type out of Vanya's mother: the cultured Upper West Side lady in multicolor shmattes who reads political journals and is probably skeptical about produce. Even Marina, the family's former nanny, is given room for a wicked read by Mia Katigbak. Lovingly resigned to the family's foibles, she is nevertheless the pin in their hot air balloon.



If all this works well as light comedy, the ideal Chekhov balance may require something heavier as ballast. I don't just mean a heavier central performance, one that believably builds to the famous attempt at violence in Act III, and suffers its full consequences.



It may also be that Schreck -- with the keen ear for unimpeded flow she demonstrated in 
"What the Constitution Means to Me,"
 on Broadway in 2019 -- has wiped the text too clean of the specifics and formalities that can provide useful resistance. She sets the play nowhere and at no time in particular: The cottage in Finland the professor wants to buy becomes, in this version, an unmapped "beach house"; money is measured in what sounds like contemporary dollars, yet there are (thank God) no cellphones.



These small decisions -- and the production's big ones, too -- make sense individually. Collectively, they add up to a lovely evening in the theater. That's not a backhanded compliment. But I have a feeling that if Chekhov heard "Uncle Vanya" described that way, well, he'd never stop moping.



Uncle Vanya
Through June 16 at the Vivian Beaumont Theater, Manhattan; 
vanyabroadway.com
. Running time: 2 hours 25 minutes.
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Tech Fix



Meta's A.I. Assistant Is Fun to Use, but It Can't Be Trusted



Despite Mark Zuckerberg's hope for the chatbot to be the smartest, it struggles with facts, numbers and web search.








By Brian X. Chen


Apr 24, 2024


In the last few days, you may have noticed something new inside Meta's apps, including Instagram, Messenger and WhatsApp: 
an artificially intelligent chatbot
.



Within those apps, you can chat with Meta AI and type in questions and requests like "What's the weather this week in New York?" or "Write a poem about two dogs living in San Francisco." The assistant will come up with responses immediately, such as "The corgi was short, with a butt so wide, the lab was tall, with a tongue that would glide." You can also instruct Meta AI to produce pictures -- like an illustration of a family watching fireworks.



This is Meta's response to OpenAI's 
ChatGPT
, the chatbot that upended the tech industry in 2022, and similar bots including Google's Gemini and Microsoft's Bing AI. The Meta bot's image generator also competes with A.I. imaging tools like 
Adobe's Firefly, Midjourney and DALL-E
.



Unlike other chatbots and image generators, Meta's A.I. assistant is a free tool baked into apps that billions of people use every day, making it the most aggressive push yet from a big tech company to bring this flavor of artificial intelligence -- known as generative A.I. -- to the mainstream.



"We believe Meta AI is now the most intelligent AI assistant that you can freely use," Mark Zuckerberg, the company's chief executive, wrote on Instagram on Thursday.



The new bot invites you to "ask Meta AI anything" -- but my advice, after testing it for six days, is to approach it with caution. It makes lots of mistakes when you treat it as a search engine. For now, you can have some fun: Its image generator can be a clever way to express yourself when chatting with friends.



A Meta spokeswoman said that because the technology was new, it might not always return accurate responses, similar to other A.I. systems. There is currently no way to turn off Meta AI inside the apps.



Here's what doesn't work well -- and what does -- in Meta's AI.



It's not a search engine



Meta announced its chatbot as a replacement for web search. By typing queries for Meta AI into the search bar at the top of Messenger or Instagram, a group of friends planning a trip could look up flights while chatting, the company said.



I'll be blunt: Don't do this. Meta AI fails spectacularly at basic search queries like looking up recipes, airfares and weekend activities.




Meta's chatbot could not find flights for a trip from Oakland, Calif., to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.




In response to my request to look up flights from New York to Colorado, the chatbot listed instructions on how to take public transportation from the Denver airport to downtown. And when I asked for flights from Oakland, Calif., to Puerto Vallarta in Mexico, the bot listed flights departing from Seattle, San Francisco and Los Angeles.



When I asked Meta AI to look up a recipe for baking Japanese milk bread, the bot produced a generic bread recipe that skipped the most important step: tangzhong, the technique that involves cooking flour and milk into a paste.



The A.I. also made up other basic information. When I asked it for suggestions for a romantic weekend in Oakland, its list included a fictional business. And when I asked it to tell me about myself -- Brian Chen the journalist -- it said I worked at The New York Times but incorrectly mentioned a tech blog I've never written for, The Verge.



Bing AI and Gemini, which are hooked directly into the Microsoft and Google search engines, did better at these types of search tasks, but clicking on a link through an old-fashioned web search is still more efficient.



Don't ask it to count



A.I. chatbots work by looking for patterns in how words are used together, similar to the predictive text systems on our phones that suggest words to complete a sentence. All of them have struggled with numbers.



Unsurprisingly, Meta's assistant stinks at counting. When you ask it for a five-syllable word starting with the letter w, it will respond with "wonderfully," which has four syllables. When you ask it for a four-syllable word starting with w, it will offer "wonderful," which has three syllables. Gemini and ChatGPT also fail at these tests.



Focus on words



Like other chatbots, Meta's performed better the more information you gave it.



It excelled at editing existing paragraphs. For example, when I fed Meta AI paragraphs that felt verbose and asked for the paragraph to be tightened, the chatbot trimmed all the unnecessary words. When I asked it to improve a sentence written in passive voice, the bot rewrote it in active voice and added more context. When I asked it to remove jargon from a paragraph written by a tech blog, it rewrote highly technical terms in plain language.



It's a fine study guide



Because Meta AI is better when it works with existing text, it can be helpful for studying. For instance, if you're taking a history class and studying World War II, you can paste a website with information about the war into the search bar and then ask the bot to quiz you. The chatbot will read the information on the website and generate a multiple-choice test.



You can use it for fun emojis



The most compelling aspect of Meta AI is its ability to generate images by typing "/imagine" followed by a description of the desired image. For instance, "/imagine a photograph of a cat sleeping on a window sill" will produce a convincing image in a few seconds:




Meta AI produced an artificial image of a cat sleeping on a window sill.




Meta's A.I. is much faster than other image generators like Midjourney, which can take more than a minute. The results can be very weird -- images of people occasionally lacked limbs or looked cross-eyed.



Ethics experts have raised concerns about the 
implications of generating fake images
 because they can contribute to the spread of misinformation online. But in the context of using A.I. while chatting with friends and family in WhatsApp and Messenger, Meta AI is a positive example of how generating fake images can be fun -- and safe -- if we treat it as a new form of emoji.




Meta AI generated an image of a baby stroller with giant wheels.




In a group conversation with my in-laws, I mentioned I was shopping for a robust baby stroller that could withstand the crooked roads of my neighborhood. In seconds, my wife used Meta AI to generate an image of a stroller with enormous wheels that made it resemble a monster truck, stamped with a helpful label that said, "Imagined with AI."
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Boeing Loses $355 Million in Latest Quarter



The manufacturer has had to slow production of its popular 737 Max planes after a hole blew open on a jet during an Alaska Airlines flight in January.








By Niraj Chokshi


Apr 24, 2024


Boeing on Wednesday reported a $355 million loss for the first three months of the year, as it deals with a quality crisis stemming from a Jan. 5 flight during which a panel blew off one of its planes.



The loss was not as steep as analysts had expected, and it was smaller than the $425 million loss in the first quarter last year. Boeing brought in more than $16.5 billion in revenue in the first quarter, less than it reported last year, and the company burned through almost $4 billion in cash, in both cases surpassing analyst expectations.



The panel blowout on a 737 Max 9 jet during an Alaska Airlines flight resulted in no major injuries, but the incident dealt a heavy blow to the company, 
reigniting concerns about Boeing's practices
 five years after two fatal crashes involving 737 Max 8 planes. Since the Jan. 5 flight, the company has taken steps to improve quality, including expanding inspections, changing how work is performed, increasing training and soliciting more feedback from employees.



"We are absolutely committed to doing everything we can to make certain our regulators, customers, employees and the flying public are 100 percent confident in Boeing," Dave Calhoun, Boeing's chief executive, said in a letter to employees on Wednesday.



Last month, Mr. Calhoun said he would step down by the end of the year, part of a 
management shake-up
. Boeing is also in talks to buy Spirit AeroSystems, a troubled supplier that builds the body of the Max jet and that had been a part of Boeing until it was spun out two decades ago.



The Federal Aviation Administration has increased scrutiny of Boeing, capping 737 production at 38 planes per month, though production remains well below that level. The regulator has demanded that Boeing produce a plan to improve quality by the end of May. On a call with financial analysts, Mr. Calhoun said Boeing had been in regular contact with the F.A.A. as it developed that plan.



Boeing had been hoping to produce 50 737s and 10 larger 787s per month starting next year, but analysts say the company is unlikely to meet that goal. On the call, Mr. Calhoun said the acquisition of Spirit would play a significant role in hitting those targets. The recent crisis contributed to a substantial slowdown in deliveries in the first quarter, though the company reported a respectable 126 net new orders, thanks in large part to an 
American Airlines order for dozens of 737 Max 10 planes
, a jet that the F.A.A. has yet to certify. Boeing said it had an order backlog of 5,600 planes, valued at $448 billion.



"Near term, yes, we are in a tough moment," Mr. Calhoun said in the letter to employees. "Lower deliveries can be difficult for our customers and for our financials. But safety and quality must and will come above all else."



After the company's first-quarter results were announced, Moody's downgraded Boeing's debt one notch to its lowest investment-grade rating, Baa3. The agency cited the  "inadequate performance" of Boeing's commercial plane division.



That part of the company reported an operating loss of more than $1.1 billion, offset by a $151 million operating profit at its defense division and a $916 million gain at its services division, which provides maintenance support to customers.



After the Jan. 5 flight, all Max 9 planes were briefly banned from flying, frustrating Alaska Airlines, United Airlines and other companies that rely on the plane. Both airlines said last week that they would have reported quarterly profits for the start of the year were it not for the plane's grounding.



United said it would receive an undisclosed amount of compensation from Boeing for use on future plane purchases, while Alaska's chief executive, Ben Minicucci, told reporters and analysts on a call last week that Boeing had paid his airline $162 million. Mr. Minicucci described that payment as a "strong reflection" of the airline's close relationship to Boeing.



"Alaska needs Boeing, our industry needs Boeing, and our country needs Boeing," he said.



Boeing faced two tense Senate hearings this month, one focused on criticism of the company's safety culture and another airing the concerns of a whistle-blower who had raised questions about the durability of the 787 Dreamliner, a twin-aisle jet often used for long-distance flights. Boeing has 
vehemently denied his allegations
, saying the plane's body has shown no signs of fatigue after extensive testing and years of commercial flights.



In February, an F.A.A. expert panel concluded a yearlong investigation, finding that 
Boeing's safety culture remains flawed
 despite improvements made after the fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019. The panel also found that Boeing had made progress in limiting interference of employees who carry out delegated oversight on behalf of the F.A.A., but that opportunities to retaliate remain.



Boeing has said it takes those findings seriously. The company has briefly paused work at more than a dozen sites to host quality discussions with more than 70,000 employees, Mr. Calhoun said in his letter to employees. Through those meetings, the company has received more than 30,000 recommendations for improvements. It has also encouraged workers to file concerns through its internal "Speak Up" portal, prompting a fivefold increase in submissions from the first quarter of last year.



The union that represents engineers and other workers at Boeing said the company had more work to do to protect employees who speak up. On Tuesday, the union, the Society of Professional Engineering Employees in Aerospace, said Boeing had punished two engineers who were authorized to perform some F.A.A. oversight after they raised concerns in 2022 about analyses of the technology used on the 777 and 787 planes.



Managers objected to those concerns at the time, saying that addressing them could be costly and cause delays, according to the union. The engineers eventually prevailed, but later received negative performance reviews, prompting one to quit and the other to file a formal "Speak Up" complaint with Boeing. Now, the union is asking the National Labor Relations Board to compel Boeing to share a report on the situation that it had filed with the F.A.A.



In a statement, Boeing disputed that it had punished the employees for speaking out.



"We have zero tolerance for retaliation and encourage our employees to speak up when they see an issue," the company said. "After an extensive review of documentation and interviewing more than a dozen witnesses, our investigators found no evidence of retaliation or interference."



To address complaints that the company has focused excessively on financial results, Boeing said this month that it would more closely align employees' pay to quality measures. Operational performance will now account for about 60 percent of the score used to determine annual incentives in Boeing's commercial planes division, up from 25 percent.
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Starbucks and Union Set to Restart Contract Talks After Bitter Standoff



The company and Workers United, which represents more than 10,000 of the chain's employees, broke off negotiation nearly a year ago.




Representatives from the Workers United union and Starbucks plan to meet for the first time since May 23 to negotiate a framework for a contract.




By J. Edward Moreno


Apr 24, 2024


Starbucks and the union that represents over 10,000 of its workers are set to return to the bargaining table on Wednesday for the first time in nearly a year, a pivotal moment in the yearslong battle between the coffee giant and its organized workers.



Company representatives and 150 representatives from the union, Workers United, are set to meet at an undisclosed location in Atlanta to begin negotiating a framework for union contracts for each of the over 400 unionized stores.



The last time the two sides sat down was May 23, and they have spent months blaming each other for the impasse. During that time, workers have staged 
several
 
strikes
 and 
tried to win seats
 on Starbucks's board, and the company has sued the union over its use of the Starbucks logo.



The feuding 
eased in February
 when the two sides issued a joint statement saying they were returning to the bargaining table. Michelle Eisen, a longtime barista at a Starbucks in Buffalo that was the first company-owned store to unionize during the current campaign, said she was optimistic that the company would bargain in good faith.



"It's been a long couple of years, and it feels like there's some levity now and a little more lightness in general," Ms. Eisen said. "All signs point in a positive direction."



Reflecting the new attitude, over 250 union members plan to attend Wednesday's session virtually, a way for workers to ensure that all voices are heard. Last year, the union said, Starbucks insisted that the talks be held completely in person.



The union is asking for higher wages and better safety standards, among other issues. Once the two sides agree on an overall framework, individual contracts will be put up to ratification votes by each store. The separate contracts will allow the company and workers to raise issues that may vary by region or type of store, like one that has a drive-through window versus one at a mall.



Starbucks workers began organizing in 2021 with three Buffalo-area stores. Since that campaign began, the National Labor Relations Board has filed numerous complaints accusing Starbucks of taking steps to resist organizing efforts, which the company has denied.



When Starbucks and the union announced that they would return to the bargaining table, the company said it would provide unionized workers with benefits it introduced in 2022 but withheld from union stores, including credit card tipping.



"The union forced management to the bargaining table," said Eric Blanc, a professor at Rutgers University who studies labor movements. "The scale of the union-busting campaign and its verbosity is unmatched in modern labor history. The fact that the workers were able to overcome that is truly historic."



Starbucks became willing to resume talks with the union nearly a year after Laxman Narasimhan arrived as chief executive. He took over from the longtime chief executive Howard Schultz, 
who has said a union was
 
incompatible with Starbucks's business model.



In March, a coalition of labor unions including Workers United ended its campaign to add its members to the Starbucks board, saying in a statement that it was "time to acknowledge the progress that has been made and to allow the company and its workers to focus on moving forward."



The union alliance also said it had a "meaningful dialogue" with shareholders who said they believed the company was moving to improve its relationship with its workers.
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New Nutrition Guidelines Put Less Sugar and Salt on the Menu for School Meals



The Agriculture Department finalized a new rule to bring the meals more in line with federal dietary standards.




Added sugars provide about 17 percent of calories in school breakfast and 11 percent in school lunches on average, according to a May 2022 government report. 




By Linda Qiu


Apr 24, 2024


School meals will soon contain less salt and sugar, but can still include chocolate milk, under 
new nutrition guidelines
 released by the Biden administration.



The Agriculture Department announced on Wednesday that it had finalized the 
regulation it had first proposed in February 2023
, having weakened several provisions after feedback from food companies, school nutrition professionals and over 136,000 public comments.



"All of this is designed to ensure that students have quality meals and that we meet parents' expectation that their children are receiving healthy and nutritious meals at school," Tom Vilsack, the agriculture secretary, said in a call with reporters on Tuesday.



The new guidelines seek to better align school meals with 
federal dietary standards
 and build on a 2010 law that aimed to make cafeteria breakfasts and lunches healthier. That law, championed by Michelle Obama when she was the first lady, 
became embroiled in political debate
 almost immediately. The Trump administration 
tried repeatedly
 to 
roll back nutrition standards
, and the Biden administration relaxed certain provisions to provide more flexibility during the coronavirus pandemic.



About 
28.6 million students
 received or purchased lunch through the national school lunch program in the 2023 fiscal year, and the school lunch and breakfast programs cost the federal government about 
$21 billion
.



When the Agriculture Department proposed updates to the standards last year, school nutrition professionals called the guidelines unrealistic to enforce, and dairy groups expressed concerns over what they called a push to limit milk. The final rule reflects some of those concerns.



Under the rule, which will go into effect July 1, schools will need to limit the amount of added sugars in cereals and yogurts they serve beginning in the 2025-26 academic year and gradually step up reductions in other foods.



Added sugars currently provide about 17 percent of calories in school breakfasts and 11 percent in school lunches on average, 
according to a May 2022 government report
. Federal dietary guidelines recommend that no more than 10 percent of daily calories come from added sugars.



Jamie B. Bussel of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, a health-focused nonprofit group, said the new limit represented a "significant step toward reducing kids' risk of chronic illnesses like Type 2 diabetes and heart disease."



The Sugar Association, a trade group, said it supported limiting added sugars in a weekly menu but called applying limits to individual products like flavored dairy products "arbitrary." The group also warned that the new standards might lead to increased use of artificial sweeteners, which is not addressed but 
could have its own health ramifications
.



Schools will need to reduce sodium in lunches by 15 percent from current levels and in breakfasts by 10 percent by the 2027-28 academic year. This was scaled back from a proposed reduction of 30 percent by the 2029-30 school year. Mr. Vilsack said the Agriculture Department was unable to more meaningfully cut salt because it was essentially handcuffed by 
a policy rider in a spending package Congress approved in March
 limiting sodium reduction in school meals.



Current standards 
limit sodium
 for students in grades K-5 to 1,650 milligrams for breakfast and lunch combined, and the policy rider essentially capped the level at 1,420 milligrams. Federal dietary guidelines recommend no more than 1,500 milligrams of sodium daily for children ages 4 through 8.



Dairy, too, was spared from further reductions. Students can still glug chocolate, strawberry and other flavored milks under the final rule, provided that the beverages meet the limit on added sugars.



Flavored milk was the main source of added sugars in school meals, according to the 2022 government report. The Agriculture Department had considered banning the beverages for grades K-5 under the proposed regulation. But it decided against doing so, Mr. Vilsack said, because the dairy industry "stepped up to the challenge" and is working on making flavored milk products with less sugar.



The final rule also retains the current standard requiring that 80 percent of cereals and legumes offered be whole grains. The department had considered requiring all grains to be whole, with one exception a week for a refined grain product.



The School Nutrition Association, which represents cafeteria workers and directors across the country, expressed appreciation that the finalized rule reflected its feedback. But the announcement was met with mixed reaction from the food industry and health advocates.



The International Dairy Foods Association 
praised the decision
 to preserve flavored milk but said the Agriculture Department had "missed an opportunity" to restore whole and 2 percent milk to school meals.



Nancy Brown, the chief executive of the American Heart Association, said her group was pleased by the caps on added sugars but disappointed that the rule did not require 100 percent whole grains and more significant sodium reductions.
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Automatic Refunds  and No More Hidden Fees: D.O.T. Sets New Rules for Airlines 



The Transportation Department issued new requirements on refunds when flights are canceled or delayed and on revealing "junk" fees before booking. Here's what passengers can expect.




According to new rules set by the Department of Transportation, airline passengers will have an easier time getting refunds when their flights are canceled or delayed. 




By Christine Chung


Apr 24, 2024


The Transportation Department on Wednesday 
announced new rules
 taking aim at two of the most difficult and annoying issues in air travel: obtaining refunds and encountering surprise fees late in the booking process.



"Passengers deserve to know upfront what costs they are facing and should get their money back when an airline owes them -- without having to ask," said U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg in a statement, adding that the changes would not only save passengers "time and money," but also prevent headaches.



The department's new rules, Mr. Buttigieg said, will hold airlines to clear and consistent standards when they cancel, delay or substantially change flights, and require automatic refunds to be issued within weeks. They will also require them to reveal all fees before a ticket is purchased.



Airlines for America
, a trade group representing the country's largest air carriers, said in a statement that its airlines "abide by and frequently exceed" D.O.T. consumer protection regulations. 



Passenger advocates welcomed the new steps.



Tomasz Pawliszyn, the chief executive of 
AirHelp,
 a Berlin-based company that assists passengers with airline claims, called it a "massive step forward and huge improvement in consumer rights and protection" that brings the United States closer to global standards in passenger rights.



Here's what we know about the D.O.T.'s new rules, which will begin to go into effect in October.



There's now one definition for a "significant" delay.



Until now, airlines have been allowed to set their own definition for a "significant" delay and compensation has 
varied by carrier
. Now, according to the D.O.T., there will be one standard: when departure or arrival is delayed by three hours for domestic flights and six hours for international flights.



Passengers will get prompt refunds for cancellations or significant changes for flights and delayed bags, for any reason.



When things go wrong, getting 
compensation from an airline
 has often required establishing a cumbersome paper trail or spending untold hours on the phone. Under the new rules, refunds will be automatic, without passengers having to request them. Refunds will be made in full, excepting the value of any transportation already used. Airlines and ticket agents must provide refunds in the original form of payment, whether by cash, credit card or airline miles. Refunds are due within seven days for credit card purchases and within 20 days for other payments.



Passengers with other flight disruptions, such as being downgraded to a lower service class, are also entitled to refunds.



The list of significant changes for which passengers can get their money back also includes: departure or arrival from an airport different from the one booked; connections at different airports or flights on planes that are less accessible to a person with a disability; an increase in the number of scheduled connections. Also, passengers who pay for services like Wi-Fi or seat selection that are then unavailable will be refunded any fees.



Airlines must give travel vouchers or credits to ticketed passengers unable to fly because of government restrictions or a doctor's orders.



The vouchers or credits will be transferable and can be used for at least five years after the date they were issued.



Fees for checked baggage and modifying a reservation must be disclosed upfront.



Airlines and ticket agents are now required to display any extra fees for things like checking bags or seat selection clearly and individually before a ticket purchase. They will also need to outline the airline's policies on baggage, cancellations and changing flights before a customer purchases a ticket.



The rules, which apply to all flights on domestic airlines and flights to and from the United States operated by foreign airlines, have varying start dates.



For example, automatic refunds must be instituted by the airlines within six months. But carriers have a year before they're required to issue travel vouchers and credits for passengers advised by a medical professional not to fly.



Follow New York Times Travel 
on 
Instagram
 and 
sign up for our weekly Travel Dispatch newsletter
 to get expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation. Dreaming up a future getaway or just armchair traveling? Check out our 
52 Places to Go in 2024
.
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Solar Companies Seek New U.S. Tariffs on Asian Imports



Firms warn that China uses its neighbors to skirt existing levies, depressing prices and threatening U.S. investments.




The complaints come amid growing alarm within the U.S. solar industry that a flood of cheap Chinese technology exports are threatening efforts by the Biden administration to develop a domestic solar supply chain.




By Alan Rappeport


Apr 24, 2024


A group of seven leading solar manufacturers filed trade complaints on Wednesday formally requesting that the Biden administration impose tariffs on solar products being exported from Southeast Asia into the United States.



The petitions were filed with the Department of Commerce and the U.S. International Trade Commission. They come amid 
growing alarm within the U.S. solar industry
 that a flood of cheap Chinese green energy technology exports are pushing down prices of solar panels and threatening efforts by the Biden administration to develop a domestic solar supply chain.



Chinese companies have been relocating production of solar products to neighboring countries to avoid existing tariffs, and U.S. manufacturers believe new trade measures are needed to protect their businesses. The complaints call for investigations into the trade practices of Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Malaysia. In the past year, the United States has imported $12.5 billion worth of solar products from those countries as prices of solar products have dropped by around 50 percent.



The trade complaints are focused on imported solar cells, the parts of solar panels that turn light into electricity.



The call for new tariffs comes as the Biden administration has been increasingly vocal in its complaints about China's excess industrial capacity, warning that cheap Chinese exports of green energy technology and other kinds of products threaten to distort global supply chains. Last week, President Biden called his trade representative to 
more than triple some tariffs on steel and aluminum products
 from China, as part of a series of moves meant to help cushion American manufacturers from a surge of low-cost imports.



Tim Brightbill, a trade lawyer representing the companies, said that the U.S. solar industry was in a " very precarious" position and that investments made through the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 that were meant to bolster American solar businesses were being threatened.



"China and Chinese-owned companies are manipulating our domestic market to benefit their economy and national security interests," Mr. Brightbill said. "The United States is overly dependent on an adversary that has weaponized supply chain reliance in the past for an essential energy source."



He added: "All of the recent investment in U.S. solar manufacturing, billions of dollars worth from the Inflation Reduction Act, is now at risk."



Additional tariffs on solar imports are already looming.



In 2022, the administration 
announced a two-year delay
 on solar tariffs that were poised to take effect to allow for greater adoption of the technology in the United States. Last year, Mr. Biden vetoed legislation that would have reinstated the tariffs despite concern from Democrats and Republicans that the administration was not holding China accountable for its unfair trade practices.



Those tariffs are likely to be reinstated in June. And an exemption that has allowed two-sided, or bifacial, solar panels to avoid existing import duties is expected to be reversed in the coming days.



In making their complaints, the solar companies argued that additional tariffs are necessary to account for how Chinese companies have moved much of their solar manufacturing out of China and into other countries in Southeast Asia to circumvent trade restrictions.



Some U.S. solar companies have already been scaling back planned investments this year amid the collapse in prices.



The manufacturers that filed the complaint are Convalt Energy, First Solar, Meyer Burger, Mission Solar, Qcells, REC Silicon and Swift Solar.



If the Commerce Department initiates the trade investigation, it would likely begin in mid-May and take about a year.
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Binance Founder Should Get Three Years in Prison, Prosecutors Say



Defense lawyers for Changpeng Zhao, the founder of the crypto exchange Binance, countered that he should receive no prison time.




Just 18 months ago, Changpeng Zhao, riding high as Binance's chief executive, helped set off the chain of events that led to the collapse of FTX, Binance's largest rival.




By David Yaffe-Bellany


Apr 24, 2024


Changpeng Zhao, the founder of the giant cryptocurrency exchange Binance, should go to prison for three years after breaking the law "on an unprecedented scale" and 
pleading guilty to a money laundering violation
, federal prosecutors wrote in a court filing on Wednesday.



Defense lawyers countered in their own memo that Mr. Zhao, 47, should receive no prison time and face a sentence of probation, arguing that he had accepted responsibility for his crime and showed a commitment to philanthropy.



A federal judge in Seattle, Richard A. Jones, is set to evaluate those dueling recommendations at a sentencing hearing for Mr. Zhao on Tuesday. His sentencing will be the latest landmark in a series of criminal prosecutions that have targeted some of the most powerful figures in the global cryptocurrency industry.



Just 18 months ago, Mr. Zhao, riding high as Binance's chief executive, helped set off the chain of events that led to the collapse of FTX, Binance's largest rival, and the imprisonment of the FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried, who was 
sentenced to 25 years
 for fraud. Now Mr. Zhao faces his own prison sentence after cutting a deal with prosecutors in November, admitting that he failed to set up an adequate system at Binance to prevent money laundering.



Under federal guidelines, that crime carries a sentence of 12 to 18 months, prosecutors wrote in their memo. They noted that the U.S. probation department had recommended five months behind bars for Mr. Zhao. But the government is seeking a three-year sentence, the memo said, because of the "the scope and ramifications" of Mr. Zhao's behavior.



As Binance's founder, Mr. Zhao was once arguably the most powerful executive in the cryptocurrency industry. At times, Binance processed as much as two-thirds of all crypto transactions. Mr. Zhao has 
a fortune worth $33 billion
, according to Forbes.



But for years, he was dogged by accusations that Binance had broken the law to grow its business worldwide. In November, the company agreed to pay $4.3 billion in fines and restitution to the U.S. government, settling charges that it had violated economic sanctions against Syria, Cuba and Iran while allowing criminal activity to flourish on its platform.



Separately, Mr. Zhao pleaded guilty to failing to maintain an adequate anti-money laundering program at Binance. As part of the deal, he agreed to pay a $50 million fine and step down as Binance's chief executive. He was replaced by Richard Teng, a former regulator in Singapore who had been groomed to succeed him.



In court papers, Mr. Zhao admitted to prioritizing Binance's growth over its compliance with the Bank Secrecy Act, which requires companies to avoid doing business with criminals or people facing economic sanctions. He told Binance's employees that it was "better to ask for forgiveness than permission," court papers said, and allowed Binance customers to create accounts without sharing the sort of detailed personal information that financial services firms usually require.



"Zhao's sentence should reflect the gravity of his crimes," prosecutors wrote in the filing on Wednesday. "Zhao and Binance put U.S. customers, the U.S. financial system and U.S. national security at risk."



In their memo, Mr. Zhao's lawyers argued that he deserved lenience, emphasizing that he came to the United States from his home in the United Arab Emirates to plead guilty. They wrote that while Mr. Zhao had admitted to a compliance failure at Binance, he had not pleaded guilty to engaging in money laundering, fraud or theft.



"Mr. Zhao is not a symbol. He is a devoted father, a philanthropist," the defense memo said. "He has already shown remorse for his offense and, more importantly, has remediated."



The memo included letters from Mr. Zhao's friends and Binance employees, some of whom wrote that the company was working hard to cooperate with law enforcement organizations around the world. Defense lawyers cast Mr. Zhao as "frugal and humble," saying he intended to give away 90 to 99 percent of his wealth.



Among the letter writers were Mr. Zhao's two adult children, both students at American universities, and Max Baucus, a former U.S. senator and ambassador to China. In his letter, Mr. Baucus, who worked as an adviser to Binance, described Mr. Zhao as a "near genius" and "one of the most decent persons I have known."



"My impression was that Binance grew exponentially and became somewhat unwieldy," he wrote. "He now clearly understands he should have exercised much more diligence."



Since his guilty plea, Mr. Zhao has remained in the United States, after Judge Jones rejected his request to return home to his family in Dubai before his sentencing. Prosecutors said in the memo that he had traveled freely throughout the country, including to Telluride, Col., and Los Angeles.
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McKinsey Is Under Criminal Investigation for Its Opioid Work



Federal prosecutors are examining the consulting company's role in helping "turbocharge" the sale of painkillers like OxyContin.




Since 2021, McKinsey has agreed to pay about $1 billion to settle investigations and lawsuits across the United States related to the firm's work with opioid makers.




By Glenn Thrush, Michael Forsythe and Walt Bogdanich


Apr 25, 2024


The Justice Department is investigating McKinsey & Company, the international consulting giant, for its role in helping drug companies maximize their sale of opioids.



The investigation is led by the U.S. attorneys' offices in Massachusetts and the Western District of Virginia in coordination with the department's civil division in Washington, according to two officials familiar with the case who spoke on condition of anonymity.



Since 2021, McKinsey has agreed to pay about $1 billion to settle investigations and lawsuits 
across the United States
 related to the firm's work with opioid makers, principally Purdue Pharma, the maker of OxyContin. McKinsey recommended that Purdue "turbocharge" its sales of the drug in the midst of the opioid crisis, which has killed hundreds of thousands of Americans. McKinsey has not admitted any wrongdoing.



News of the criminal investigation 
was first reported
 by The Wall Street Journal on Wednesday.



The investigation has been underway for several years. Endo, a pharmaceutical company that hired McKinsey to advise on the sale of the opioid Opana, said in a 
regulatory filing
 that it received a subpoena in December 2020 from the Western District of Virginia seeking information about McKinsey. 
The New York Times reported
 on the existence of that subpoena in 2022. Last year another opioid maker, Mallinckrodt, 
said it received a grand jury subpoena
 from the same U.S. attorney's office but did not mention any connection to McKinsey.



Federal prosecutors are also looking into whether McKinsey obstructed justice in its handling of records, according to The Journal.



By 2018, senior McKinsey consultants were growing increasingly worried that they might be held to account for their opioid work. On July 4 of that year, Martin Elling, a leader in the firm's pharmaceutical practice, made a decision he would later regret. He sent an email to Arnab Ghatak, a senior partner, asking whether they should eliminate documents and emails connected to opioids.



Mr. Ghatak replied: "Thanks for the heads up. Will do."



Both men were fired after 
The Times reported
 in 2020 about the existence of the emails.



It isn't unusual for criminal investigations like this to go on for many years, especially ones involving two U.S. attorneys' offices, the Justice Department and possibly state agencies as well, Rick Mountcastle, a former federal prosecutor, said.



He led a criminal investigation
 into Purdue Pharma that resulted in the 
company's guilty plea
 in 2007 to having misled regulators, doctors and patients about the dangers of OxyContin. "It is a huge monster bureaucracy that moves at a very slow pace," said Mr. Mountcastle, who was not a source confirming the existence of the investigation.



McKinsey made about $86 million
 over many years advising Purdue Pharma. The bulk of that work took place after Purdue's guilty plea. In 2019, McKinsey said it would no longer advise clients on opioid-related business.



Ramiro Prudencio, a spokesman for McKinsey, declined to comment. A spokesman for the Justice Department had no comment on the case.
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Elon Musk Clashes With Australian Court Over Violent Videos on X



Mr. Musk's defiance over removing content is testing the boundaries of international legal systems.




Security officers standing guard outside a church in Sydney this month after a bishop was stabbed during a YouTube livestream of the service.




By Kate Conger


Apr 24, 2024


An Australian court on Wednesday extended an injunction ordering the social media platform X to remove videos depicting the recent stabbing of a bishop, setting the country's judicial system up for a clash with the company's owner, Elon Musk, who has decried the court's order as censorship.



Videos of 
the stabbing of Bishop Mar Mari Emmanuel
 during a church service on April 15 quickly started circulating on X, racking up hundreds of thousands of views. Australia's eSafety Commissioner, a regulator overseeing online safety, ordered X and other social media platforms to remove posts showing the video the next day.



Other platforms complied, and X blocked the content for Australian viewers. But Mr. Musk said that the platform would not delete the videos, which remain visible to users globally, prompting a judge to issue a temporary injunction against the company on Monday. That order was extended on Wednesday until a May 10 hearing, and X faces potential daily fines of roughly $509,000 for noncompliance.



"Our concern is that if ANY country is allowed to censor content for ALL countries, which is what the Australian 'eSafety Commissar' is demanding, then what is to stop any country from controlling the entire Internet?" Mr. Musk wrote in a Monday post on X. "We have already censored the content in question for Australia, pending legal appeal, and it is stored only on servers in the USA."



The decision to leave the content online in defiance of local laws is an about-face for Mr. Musk, who acquired Twitter, now called X, in 2022 promising to turn it into a haven for free speech. The only content that would be removed, Mr. Musk said at the time, was that which violated local laws.



But in recent weeks, Mr. Musk has become more defiant regarding legal orders to remove content from X, testing the boundaries of international legal systems and rallying his fans to put pressure on regulators around the globe.



An X spokesman said that the company was removing posts that praised or glorified the attack, but would allow posts that included commentary about it to remain online.



"The removal notice given to X Corp does not relate to commentary, public debate or other posts about this event, even those which may link to extreme violent content. It only concerns the video of the violent stabbing attack at a church," a spokeswoman for the eSafety Commissioner said.



A 2021 law granted Australia's eSafety Commissioner a broad remit to police violent and sexually exploitative content online. The current commissioner, Julie Inman Grant, is a former Twitter employee.



Anthony Albanese, Australia's prime minister, criticized Mr. Musk's decision on Monday in an interview with Sky News. Mr. Musk is an "arrogant billionaire who thinks he is above the law" and has "chosen ego and showing violence over common sense," Mr. Albanese said.



Other Australian lawmakers have been divided over the government's effort to force X to remove the video. Some senators have said they would delete their X accounts in protest of Mr. Musk's decision.



Senator Ralph Babet of the center-right United Australia party shared the video on his X account Monday along with an expletive aimed at Mr. Albanese's government and the eSafety commissioner. The post was viewed more than 64,000 times.




Bishop Mar Mari Emmanuel, right, in Sydney last year. He was stabbed during a church service on April 15.




Separately, the 
eSafety Commissioner fined X about $384,000
 in October for failing to provide the regulator with information about its efforts to combat online child exploitation.



That same month, Mr. Musk sparred online with the European Commissioner Thierry Breton, who said 
X violated European law
 by disseminating illegal and misleading content about the Hamas attack against Israel.



This month, Mr. Musk threatened to release demands from a court in Brazil, which ordered the company to block accounts that it said shared hate speech and misinformation. Mr. Musk said the accounts belonged to politicians and journalists.



Mr. Musk's threat to release the court's demands was in defiance of an order to keep them private. "This judge has brazenly and repeatedly betrayed the constitution and people of Brazil. He should resign or be impeached," Mr. Musk 
wrote on X
 on April 7. "Shame."



Still, despite Mr. Musk's objections, X has said it complied with the Brazilian orders to remove content, as it has in other situations. In February, the social media platform said it had withheld posts in India from journalists and activists about a protest by farmers, under threat of fines and the imprisonment of its local employees.



"However, we disagree with these actions and maintain that freedom of expression should extend to these posts," X said in a post from its 
government affairs account
.



In March, X also withheld a post in Australia at the behest of the eSafety Commissioner. The post decried the appointment of a transgender person to the World Health Organization. The company has said it is 
challenging the decision
.
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Meta's Profits More Than Double, While Spending on A.I. Rises



The owner of Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp continued to grow, even as it said it would spend billions of dollars more on artificial intelligence.




The results underscored Meta's repositioning of itself as a company poised to capitalize on the industrywide fervor for artificial intelligence.




By Mike Isaac


Apr 24, 2024


Meta on Wednesday 
reported
 a 27 percent increase in revenue and profit that more than doubled in the first quarter, as the company said it planned to spend billions of dollars more than expected on infrastructure to support its artificial intelligence efforts.



Revenue for the company, which owns Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp and Messenger, was $36.5 billion in the first quarter, up from $28.6 billion a year ago and slightly above Wall Street estimates of $36.1 billion, according to data compiled by FactSet. Profit was $12.4 billion, up from $5.7 billion a year earlier.



"It's been a good start to the year," said Mark Zuckerberg, Meta's chief executive, referring to the company's A.I. efforts and "healthy growth across our apps."



But Meta's efforts on A.I., which require substantial computing power, come with a lofty price tag. The Silicon Valley company said it planned to raise its spending forecast for the year to $35 billion to $40 billion, up from a previous estimate of $30 billion to $37 billion. The move was driven by heavy investments in A.I. infrastructure, including data centers, chip designs and research and development costs.



Further, the company said it anticipated slightly lower than expected revenue in the second quarter compared to analysts' expectations, spooking investors and sinking the stock price in after-hours trading. 



Meta's shares fell more than 11 percent on Wednesday afternoon after ending regular trading at $493.50.



Meta has increasingly positioned itself as poised to capitalize on artificial intelligence, a technology that has seen a surge in interest after an explosion of generative A.I., which can produce text, video, audio and images. Meta has for years invested in engineers and infrastructure to drive A.I. advancements, some of which have improved its advertising systems and bolstered its revenue.



After OpenAI released the ChatGPT chatbot in 2022, Mr. Zuckerberg refocused Meta to plug A.I.-powered products into nearly every corner of his empire, from Instagram's and Facebook's search tools, to image-generation software to 
smart glasses
. Last week, Meta unveiled 
new versions of its A.I.-powered smart assistant software
 that it has 
incorporated across its apps
.



Mr. Zuckerberg has also spent billions investing in graphics processing units, or GPUs, the chips that can carry out the complex calculations to power artificially intelligent systems.



But Meta also continues to burn billions of dollars chasing Mr. Zuckerberg's vision of the immersive digital world of the metaverse. Reality Labs, Meta's hardware division, lost roughly $3.8 billion in the first quarter while making $440 million in revenue, spending heavily to build virtual and augmented reality goggles and software, as well as the company's Horizon operating system for V.R. headsets.



Meta has been in perpetual transition for the past four years. After a surge in users and activity during the initial Covid-19 lockdowns, the company's business was battered by a decline in the digital advertising market in 2022. Last year, Mr. Zuckerberg instituted a cost-cutting program in a "year of efficiency," culling roughly a third of the company's work force and flattening layers of middle management.



Revenue has since surged, buoyed by a rebound in the ad market and more people regularly returning to one or more of the company's apps.
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Wanted: An Executive to Repair Boeing



The plane maker, which is searching for a new chief executive, is likely to consider a small number of people, including several former Boeing executives.




The top internal candidate to lead Boeing is Stephanie Pope, a 30-year veteran of the company who became its chief operating officer in January.




By Sydney Ember


Apr 24, 2024


When Boeing named Stephanie Pope to the new position of chief operating officer in December, the move was widely viewed as a sign that she might succeed the company's chief executive, Dave Calhoun, in the next few years.



Four months later, facing its second big crisis in five years, the company has begun a fresh search for another chief executive. And Ms. Pope appears to be just one of several potential candidates for one of the most prominent and perilous positions in corporate America: fixing Boeing.



Late last month, the company announced that Mr. Calhoun would step down at the end of the year, much earlier than expected. The chairman of Boeing's board vacated his position immediately, and the head of its troubled commercial planes business departed.



The management changes came after a panel blew off a 737 Max 9 jet during an Alaska Airlines flight in January, an incident that renewed questions about the quality and safety of Boeing's planes several years after two fatal crashes of 737 Max 8 planes in 2018 and 2019.



As recently as 2021, Boeing had signaled that Mr. Calhoun, who took the company's reins after the Max 8 crashes, would not leave anytime soon. The company's board raised the mandatory retirement age for the chief executive to 70, from 65, a change that would have allowed Mr. Calhoun to stay in the job until April 2028.



But the Alaska Airlines incident disrupted those plans, and Boeing's board must now identify a new top executive on a more compressed timeline. That new leader has to be someone who can prove to regulators, airline executives, employees and investors that Boeing is firmly committed to improving the quality and safety of its products.



"Given the nature of what's required, the new C.E.O. may prove to be a bit of a unicorn," analysts at Bank of America Global Research wrote in a research note this month. "They need a strong strategic view, an understanding of engineering, an understanding of manufacturing and they need to have an ability to win hearts and minds."



Boeing declined to comment on its chief executive search.



Analysts and several people with ties to Boeing expect the company to focus on a small number of people who have experience leading large, complicated businesses. This could include a crop of former Boeing executives and people who have led other big corporations.



The top internal candidate for the job is Ms. Pope, a 30-year veteran of Boeing who has held a number of senior finance jobs and ran the company's services business before becoming its chief operating officer in January.



Boeing recently also made Ms. Pope the head of its commercial plane division, which makes the 737 Max and other large planes used by airlines. The move appeared to be a vote of confidence given that the division is at the heart of Boeing's current troubles.



But her appointment to that job, which was announced on the same day that the company said Mr. Calhoun was stepping down at the end of the year, may suggest that Boeing's board wants to look beyond its own ranks for its next chief executive.



"We do believe Stephanie Pope enjoys strong support within Boeing, and it is possible that she could be a very strong C.E.O. candidate," analysts at RBC Capital Markets wrote in a recent research note. "However, we believe that the recent issues at Boeing have disqualified anyone currently with the company, as far as investors are concerned."




After recent safety incidents, Boeing's board is searching for a new top executive to replace Dave Calhoun, who is leaving the company at the end of the year.




Analysts said they expected Boeing to consider several other candidates, chief among them Larry Culp, who recently orchestrated the three-way split of General Electric, which Wall Street investors have applauded for resolving that industrial conglomerate's long-festering problems.



Mr. Culp is very familiar with Boeing -- the company he now leads, GE Aerospace, makes engines for Boeing and Airbus planes. But he recently 
told Aviation Week
, an industry publication, that he was not interested in the Boeing job.



Wesley Bush, a former chief executive of Northrop Grumman, could be another potential candidate from outside the company who has significant experience running an aerospace and defense manufacturer.



Several former Boeing executives may also be contenders.



One is Patrick Shanahan, a former Boeing executive who was the acting secretary of defense under President Donald J. Trump. Mr. Shanahan is the chief executive of Spirit AeroSystems, a troubled Boeing supplier based in Wichita, Kan., that was once part of Boeing and that Boeing is now in talks to acquire.



At Boeing, Mr. Shanahan was credited with helping restore troubled projects, including the 787 Dreamliner program, which struggled with delays and cost overruns. Last fall, he was appointed chief executive of Spirit after its previous chief executive resigned following a series of production issues, including problems with the bodies of 737 Max jets that it made for Boeing.



Another former Boeing executive the board may consider is Greg Smith, who worked at the company for 30 years and was the chief financial officer before he left. Mr. Smith, now the chairman of American Airlines, a large Boeing customer, was once considered in the running to succeed Mr. Calhoun. He left the company in 2021, however, after the board extended the retirement age for the chief executive to 70, allowing Mr. Calhoun to stay in the job longer.



Mr. Smith served as the interim chief executive of Boeing after the company pushed out Dennis A. Muilenburg, who led the company during the 737 Max 8 crashes, which killed nearly 350 people.



Marc Allen, who stepped down as Boeing's chief strategy officer at the end of last year, may also be a contender.



The search for Boeing's next chief executive is in its early stages, and it is not clear how quickly the board will move. The company has said its new chairman, Steve Mollenkopf, Qualcomm's former chief executive, will lead the search.



"He's got an engineering background. He's got a no-nonsense style about him," Ed Bastian, the chief executive of Delta Air Lines, said about Mr. Mollenkopf during a recent interview on CNBC. "I think the team that he's going to wind up putting around him is going to be a great team."
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Guest Essay



My Country Knows What Happens When You Do a Deal With Russia




A statue of Lenin in front of the legislative building in Transnistria, which claims independence from Moldova.




By Paula Erizanu


Apr 23, 2024


More and more people, including 
Pope Francis
, are asking Ukraine to drop its defense and sit at the negotiation table with Russia. Citing the stalemate on the battlefield and Russia's superior resources, 
they urge
 Ukraine's leadership to consider a deal. What exactly that would involve is largely left unsaid. But it would clearly involve freezing the conflict, resigning Ukraine's occupied territory to Russia in exchange for an end to the fighting.



My country, Moldova, knows all about that kind of bargain. A small western neighbor of Ukraine, Moldova experienced Russia's first post-Soviet war of aggression, which ended with a cease-fire agreement in 1992. Thirty-two years later, 
1,500 Russian troops
 are still stationed on internationally recognized Moldovan territory, despite the Kremlin's formal agreement to withdraw them in 
1994
 and then once again in 
1999
. The case shows that Russia simply cannot be trusted.



But there's a bigger problem for Ukraine than Russian untrustworthiness. It's that freezing a conflict, without a full peace deal, simply does not work. For three decades, it has fractured Moldova, hindered national development and given Russia continued opportunities to meddle with Moldovan life. A frozen conflict, we should remember, is still a conflict. Anyone calling for Ukraine to settle for one should heed Moldova's cautionary tale.



The ground for the Russian-Moldovan war was 
Transnistria
, a strip of land in eastern Moldova with about 370,000 people. With support from Moscow -- but no formal recognition -- the territory declared independence from Moldova in 1990, setting off violence that escalated into conflict. Russian-backed separatists clashed with government security forces, and troops from both sides fought each other. 
Hundreds
 of people died. Russia stopped providing Moldova with gas, leaving people in cities to freeze in their apartments and cook their food outside on bonfires.



After four intense months of fighting, a 
cease-fire deal
 was signed in the summer of 1992 by President Boris Yeltsin of Russia and his Moldovan counterpart, Mircea Snegur. It established a security zone to be patrolled by so-called peacekeeping forces, effectively locking Moldova out of Transnistria. For 30 years, Transnistria has maintained a separate government, set of laws, flag and currency -- all under Russian protection. Moldova has never recognized Transnistria's independence, nor has any other member of the United Nations.



The self-proclaimed republic hasn't fared well. It has become known for its arms and drug smuggling and a 
poor human rights record
. Dissenters are 
persecuted
 and independent journalists are 
detained
; last summer an opposition leader was 
found
 shot dead at home. Most of the region's economy is dominated by a single company, Sheriff, founded by a former K.G.B. agent.



Transnistria cleaves Moldova in two. On the right bank of the Dniester River, in democratic Moldova, there is a free press in Romanian, the official language of the country, along with Russian and other minority tongues. On the left bank, in autocratic Transnistria, the media is controlled by the authorities, who use it to transmit Russian propaganda.



Perhaps the starkest division is in education. Above Transnistrian schools, the Russian and Transnistrian -- but not Moldovan -- flags are mounted. There, as well as in the press, Romanian is written in Cyrillic rather than Latin script, just as it was in the Soviet Union. In history classes, 
pupils learn
 that ethnic Romanians on the right bank of the Dniester are fascists who want to kill them. With limited education and meager work opportunities, most young people leave the region after they graduate.



Some of them go to Chisinau, Moldova's capital. But being in Russia's sphere of influence has forestalled Moldova's economic development. While Moldova used to export wines, fruits and vegetables to Russia, following the Soviet trade model, Moscow traded mainly gas and oil.



The Kremlin has always weaponized these commercial relations. In 
2006
, Moscow placed an embargo on Moldovan produce after Moldova refused to accept a Russian-devised federalization plan. The Kremlin came up with new bans on imports in the run-up to Moldova signing an association agreement with the European Union in 
2014
 and again after Moldova became an E.U. candidate country in 
2022
.



Similarly, Moscow has exploited Moldova's reliance on it for energy. By signing contracts only at the last minute, 
reducing
 gas supplies ahead of winter and 
threatening
 to stop deliveries, Moscow exerts considerable control over the country. While Europe invests in good governance and infrastructure in Moldova, Russia has invested only in propaganda and agents of influence, fueling corruption, division and instability.



Russia has played on fears of renewed conflict since the 1990s. Since the invasion of Ukraine, those efforts have gone into 
overdrive
. Rumors about Transnistria requesting 
Russian annexation
 and 
false
 
reports
 of attacks in the region are common. Kremlin officials repeatedly threaten Moldova and claim it is a 
second Ukraine
, adding to the anxiety people already feel living next door to a full-blown war.



This is a particularly bad year for Moldova to be under such pressure. In October, Moldovans will vote for their next president, as well as in 
a referendum
 on joining the European Union. With accession negotiations set to open this year, Moldova is looking to move closer to Europe. But Russia won't let it go lightly.



For Moldovans, the war in Transnistria is a wound, constantly picked at in books and films. "Carbon," released in 2022, is a good example. Set during the war in 1992, the film centers on a veteran of the Soviet war in Afghanistan and his younger neighbor who wants to enroll in the Moldovan volunteer troops. On the way, they discover a carbonized body, which could be from either side of the conflict. They try, often comically, to find out its identity and provide it with a dignified burial.



Based on a true story and made by a crew with personal connections to Transnistria, the film broke national box office records. Mariana Starciuc, the scriptwriter, summed up the subtext. "Transnistria," 
she said
, "is the root for all of our problems for the past 30 years."



Today her words ring truer than ever. It is because of the frozen conflict that Moldova is still under Russian influence, with its constant threats and endless jeopardy. Yet Moldovans fear escalation not because we haven't sat down at negotiation tables with Russians but because we have, and the result was deeply damaging. Ukraine must not make the same mistake.



Paula Erizanu (
@paulaerizanu
) is a freelance journalist who has written for CNN, The Guardian and The London Review of Books.



The Times is committed to publishing 
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John McWhorter



I'm a Columbia Professor. The Protests on My Campus Are Not Justice.








By John McWhorter


Apr 23, 2024


Last Thursday, in the music humanities class I teach at Columbia University, two students were giving an in-class presentation on the composer John Cage. His most famous piece is "4'33"," which directs us to listen in silence to surrounding noise for exactly that period of time.



I had to tell the students we could not listen to that piece that afternoon, because the surrounding noise would have been not birds or people walking by in the hallway, but infuriated chanting from protesters outside the building. Lately that noise has been almost continuous during the day and into the evening, including lusty chanting of "From the river to the sea." Two students in my class are Israeli; three others to my knowledge are American Jews. I couldn't see making them sit and listen to this as if it were background music.



I thought about what would have happened if protesters were instead chanting anti-Black slogans, or even something like "D.E.I. has got to die," to the same "Sound Off" tune that "From the river to the sea" has been adapted to. They would have lasted roughly five minutes before masses of students shouted them down and drove them off the campus. Chants like that would have been condemned as a grave rupture of civilized exchange, heralded as threatening resegregation and branded as a form of violence. I'd wager that most of the student protesters against the Gaza War would view them that way, in fact. Why do so many people think that weekslong campus protests against not just the war in Gaza but Israel's very existence are nevertheless permissible?



Although I know many Jewish people will disagree with me, I don't think that Jew-hatred is as much the reason for this sentiment as opposition to Zionism and the war on Gaza. I know some of the protesters, including a couple who were taken to jail last week, and I find it very hard to imagine that they are antisemitic. Yes, there can be a fine line between questioning Israel's right to exist and questioning Jewish people's right to exist. And yes, some of the rhetoric amid the protests crosses it.



Conversations I have had with people heatedly opposed to the war in Gaza, signage and writings on social media and elsewhere, and anti-Israel and generally hard-leftist comments that I have heard for decades on campuses place these confrontations within a larger battle against power structures -- here in the form of what they call colonialism and genocide -- and against whiteness. The idea is that Jewish students and faculty should be able to tolerate all of this because they are white.



I understand this to a point. Pro-Palestinian rallies and events, of which there have been many here over the years, are not in and of themselves hostile to Jewish students, faculty and staff members. Disagreement will not always be a juice and cookies affair. However, the relentless assault of this current protest -- daily, loud, louder, into the night and using ever-angrier rhetoric -- is beyond what anyone should be expected to bear up under regardless of their whiteness, privilege or power.



Social media discussion has been claiming that the protests are peaceful. They are, 
some of the time
; it varies by location and day -- generally what goes on within the campus gates is somewhat less strident than what happens just outside them. But relatively constant are the drumbeats -- people will differ on how peaceful that sound can ever be, just as they will differ on the nature of antisemitism. What I do know is that even the most peaceful of protests would be treated as outrages if they were interpreted as, say, anti-Black -- even if the message were coded, as in a bunch of people quietly holding up MAGA signs or wearing T-shirts saying "All Lives Matter."



And besides, calling all this peaceful stretches the use of the word rather implausibly. It's an odd kind of peace when a local rabbi 
urges
 Jewish students to go home as soon as possible, when an Arab-Israeli activist is 
roughed up
 on Broadway, when the angry chanting becomes so constant that you almost start not to hear it and it starts to feel normal to see posters and clothing portraying Hamas as heroes. The other night I watched a dad coming from the protest with his little girl, giving a good hard few final snaps on the drum he was carrying, nodding at her in crisp salute, percussing his perspective into her little mind. This is not peaceful.



I understand that the protesters and their fellow travelers feel that all of this is the proper response, social justice on the march. They have been told that righteousness means placing the battle against whiteness and its power front and center, contesting the abuse of power by any means necessary. And I myself think the war on Gaza is no longer constructive or even coherent.



However, the issues are complex, in ways that this uncompromising brand of power-battling is ill suited to address. Legitimate questions remain about the definition of genocide, about the extent of a nation's right to defend itself and about the justice of partition (which has not historically been limited to Palestine). There is a reason many consider the Israel-Palestine conflict the most morally challenging in the modern world.



When I was at Rutgers in the mid-1980s, the protests were against investment in South Africa's apartheid regime. There were similarities with the Columbia protests now: A large group of students established an encampment site right in front of the Rutgers student center on College Avenue, where dozens slept every night for several weeks. Among the largely white crowd, participation was a badge of civic commitment. There was chanting, along with the street theater inevitable, and perhaps even necessary, to effective protest -- one guy even laid down in the middle of College Avenue to block traffic, taking a page from the Vietnam protests.



I don't recall South Africans on campus feeling personally targeted, but the bigger difference was that though the protesters sought to make their point at high volume, over a long period and sometimes even rudely, they did not seek to all but shut down campus life.



On Monday night, Columbia announced that classes would be hybrid until the end of the semester, in the interest of student safety. I presume that the protesters will continue throughout the two main days of graduation, besmirching one of the most special days of thousands of graduates' lives in the name of calling down the "imperialist" war abroad.



Today's protesters don't hate Israel's government any more than yesterday's hated South Africa's. But they have pursued their goals with a markedly different tenor -- in part because of the single-mindedness of antiracist academic culture and in part because of the influence of iPhones and social media, which inherently encourage a more heightened degree of performance. It is part of the warp and woof of today's protests that they are being recorded from many angles for the world to see. One speaks up.



But these changes in moral history and technology can hardly be expected to comfort Jewish students in the here and now. What began as intelligent protest has become, in its uncompromising fury and its ceaselessness, a form of abuse.
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One Thing Parents Can Control








By Esau McCaulley


Apr 16, 2024


My father was a long-haul truck driver. He piloted one of those eighteen-wheelers that had a horn that could raise the dead. As a kid I longed to join him on his journeys and discover something of the world beyond Huntsville, Ala., where we lived.



Despite his numerous promises, he never took me along. That failure, and the addictions of his that defined much of my childhood, gave me an education of a different sort. I learned that the world could be cruel and disappointing.



Now that I am a father, I struggle with how much of that hard world to reveal to my sons and daughters. I recognize the privilege in even considering this. Parents of children in Gaza and Ukraine do not have the luxury of deciding whether to tell their young ones of evils done and all the good left undone. Bombs descending from above indifferent to the innocence of youth have become their instructors.



I believe that we all have a moral duty not to turn away from such suffering. During dinner my family and I have talked and prayed about war, poverty, racism and injustice. My hope is that if we instill a sense of empathy in our children, they might create a better world than the one we have made.



It is not just the global upheaval that gives me pause. It is my own mistakes. Not one of us escapes those high-pressure early years of parenthood unscathed. There are always words that we wish that we could unsay, decisions made that we would reconsider if time ran backward. What unfulfilled promise will haunt my children? What will they have to forgive?



Childhood memories rush upon us awakened by a smell or a song or certain times of year. The scent of fried chicken takes me back to my grandmother's house. I can almost hear the crunch it made when I took a bite. Every time I pass an eighteen-wheeler on the Interstate, I remember my father. Fall reminds me of the anxiety I felt when I knew that I had to go back to school without any new outfits or shoes, hoping I wouldn't be mocked. I am 44 years old, and I still remember the hard thumps in my chest.



Parents cannot shield their children from the world's cruelty or our failures, but we can try to counter those things. We can provide moments that may become positive recollections to sit alongside harsher ones.



I have never understood people who complain about poor families buying a nice TV or shoes or taking their children out to eat. Is it all to be drudgery? Are struggling families not allowed to have dessert? I remember my mother buying us candy at the gas station, having decided that since we were already broke, we might as well take the happiness when we could get it.



Since December, my family and I have been abroad while I am on a research sabbatical in England. My 9-year-old son, Peter, a huge soccer fan, dreamed of seeing a Premier League match. He was persistent in the way only elementary school children can be. He arrived in Britain a Manchester City fan, but I couldn't get tickets. When I managed to secure two Tottenham Hotspur seats, he immediately switched allegiances.



Watching Peter's eyes widen as he approached the stadium, joy emanating from his tiny frame, was like that first ray of light after a downpour.



Son Heung-min, who is also a standout on the South Korea national team, is the Spurs' star and captain. Our seats seemed to be in the part of the stadium filled with Koreans. The red, blue, white and black South Korean flag and the national pride it represented rippled in the wind beside Hotspur flags. The 
team
 itself was gloriously international with players from Europe, Asia, the Middle East, Africa and South America all working together on the beautiful game. For a moment, sport had united us and my son got to see the world as friendly and good.



Between the chants and 
songs
, the crowd was kind to the cute, curly-haired American kid, making us feel as welcome as if we had been fans all our lives. After falling behind 1-0, the Spurs came rushing back to score three goals in the final 15 minutes to seal the victory. One fan said to Peter, "Now you have to come back every week to make sure we keep winning." If he could, he would. If I had the power to make every day like that one, no price would be too high.



It is hard to predict the impact of these experiences. Parents can only make deposits of joy. We cannot control when our children will make the withdrawals. Did my mother know that I would always remember that one time she took us all to the (now defunct) 
Opryland U.S.A.
 theme park in Nashville? I am not sure what the Hotspur game will mean to my youngest son two decades from now. But that day he was happy, and knowing that will have to be enough.



Parenting is always an exercise in hope, a gift given to a future we cannot see to the end. At some point, if God is merciful, our children will continue forward without us, left with the memory of love shared and received.



We are entrusted with the awesome responsibility of introducing our children to the world and the world to our children. We cannot and should not shield them from all difficulty. But it's also necessary, periodically, to be a bit irresponsible, to spend a little too much on a soccer game so they remember that alongside the darkness, sometimes there is light. 
Come on, you Spurs
.



Esau McCaulley (
@esaumccaulley
) is a contributing Opinion writer and the author of "
How Far to the Promised Land: One Black Family's Story of Hope and Survival in the American South
" and the children's book "
Andy Johnson and the March for Justice
." He is an associate professor of New Testament and public theology at Wheaton College.
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Charles M. Blow



The Ghost of the 1968 Antiwar Movement Has Returned








By Charles M. Blow


Apr 25, 2024


At the 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago, anti-Vietnam War protesters clashed with police officers -- whose brutal role in the confrontation was later described by a federal commission as a "
police riot
" -- hijacking the focus of the convention.



Those young demonstrators had come of age seeing continual -- and effective -- protests during the civil rights movement and national mourning after the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy, Senator Robert F. Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who a year earlier had staked out his opposition to the war, 
saying
 that while he wasn't attempting "to make North Vietnam or the National Liberation Front paragons of virtue" he wanted to underscore his belief "that America would never invest the necessary funds or energies in rehabilitation of its poor so long as adventures like Vietnam continued to draw men and skills and money, like some demonic, destructive suction tube." He said he was "compelled to see the war as an enemy of the poor, and attack it as such."



This was a generation primed for protest, with moral conviction as the foundation of its outrage about the Vietnam War -- the first television war, one in which Americans could see the horrors of war, almost in real time -- and the draft that saw around two million Americans conscripted during the era. The movement against it began mostly on college campuses and grew.



Of course, semesters end and students go home for the summer. But their opposition to the war didn't end with the academic year. In the months leading up to the '68 D.N.C., which took place in August, organizers planned a major protest, intended to be held regardless of whether it was sanctioned, drawing students from around the country. Before the convention, Rennie Davis, one of the organizers, 
told
 The New York Times, "No denial of a permit is going to prevent the tens of thousands of people who are coming to Chicago from expressing their convictions on these issues."



This is all playing out again.



Young people, in particular, are following the Israel-Hamas war on social media and many are horrified by what they see. They've also grown up with protest movements -- Occupy Wall Street, Black Lives Matter, the Parkland, Fla., students' gun control campaign -- as the backdrop of their lives. 
Over 1,000 Black pastors
 have called on President Biden to press for a cease-fire in Gaza. And we're seeing antiwar protests spread across college campuses.



As in 1968, the semester will soon end and those students will leave for the summer, allowing more time and energy for their efforts to be focused on the D.N.C. in Chicago in August.



Antiwar groups are already planning large protests at the convention. Hatem Abudayyeh of the U.S. Palestinian Community Network recently 
told
 The Chicago Tribune: "We'll be marching with or without permits. This D.N.C. is the most important one since 1968, also in Chicago, when Vietnam War protesters and the Black liberation movement organized mass demonstrations that were violently repressed."



And you can see substantial support for their cause. Although the spring 2024 
Harvard Youth Poll
 found that 18-to-29-year-olds tended to rate most other major issues, including inflation and immigration, as more important than the Israel-Palestine conflict, the survey found that "young Americans support a permanent cease-fire in Gaza by a five-to-one margin." And according to a Quinnipiac University 
poll
 released on Wednesday, 53 percent of Democrats oppose sending more military aid to Israel for its efforts in the war with Hamas.



There seems to be a sense in the Biden campaign that it can simply wait the protesters out, that passions will eventually fade and that Democratic voters will fall in line when we get closer to Election Day and the choice between Biden and Donald Trump becomes more stark.



That is a reckless gamble. The protesters and many voters are upset about something more than a regular matter of foreign policy. Many believe that they are witnessing a genocide aided and abetted by an American president whom they supported. They feel personally implicated in a conflict in which the death toll continues to rise, with no end in sight. This is a moral issue for them, and their position won't be easily altered.



It isn't easy to unsee the limp body of a dead child in a mother's arms. It isn't easy to unsee hungry people scrambling for cover when they come under fire. It isn't easy to unsee the wreckage after a convoy of food aid trucks came under fire and several aid workers were killed. People have seen all those things on their TVs and phones.



On Oct. 7, about 1,200 people in Israel were killed and about 240 people were taken hostage in a Hamas attack. At this point in the war, more than 34,000 Palestinians have been killed and more than 77,000 have been wounded, according to local health officials, in an area with a population of only around two million people.



The numbers are staggering. The level of suffering is unacceptable. Young people will make that point clear this summer in Chicago.
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letters



Joe Biden and the Israel-Gaza War


Apr 24, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
How Joe Biden Lost His Way in Gaza
," by Nicholas Kristof (column, April 21):



The masterful, balanced and well-reasoned column by Mr. Kristof, written not in anger but in deep sorrow, should serve as a warning to President Biden.



In standing by Israel's atrocious conduct of the war and letting Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu poke a finger in America's eye, Mr. Biden not only cedes his moral standing but also risks destroying the unity of the Democratic Party; the possibility of a turbulent convention; and the loss of Michigan and the election to Donald Trump.



One only hopes that he adopts a course that reduces the chance of any of these outcomes.



Masood Haider
Princeton Junction, N.J.



To the Editor:



The war started by Hamas is a test of whether a civilized world will accept Hamas's barbaric tactics -- including its atrocities on Oct. 7 and hiding its terrorists, arms and Israeli captives among and beneath a dense civilian population.



President Biden has not lost his way at all. The truth is the opposite: He has shown the courage to help Israel fight evil and prove that barbarism doesn't win and should not be tried by others.



Tod Cooperman
Scarsdale, N.Y.



To the Editor:



Nicholas Kristof's powerful cri de coeur rightly portrays President Biden as a tragic figure, a good and decent man whose limitations have led to unspeakable horrors in Gaza.



But it is not too late to reverse course. In a decision due May 8, the Biden administration can and should conclude that Israel's assurances that weapons it receives from the U.S. will be used in accordance with international humanitarian law and that it will facilitate the passage of humanitarian aid are not credible. On that basis Mr. Biden must stop the transfer of offensive weapons to Israel.



The evidence that Israel's assurances are not credible is now overwhelming. Israel continues its severe restrictions on aid and safe passage within Gaza to reach starving people. Ambulance and medical convoy staff have been killed on supposedly safe routes.



Israel's breaches of international law are now amply documented, especially its flouting duties of proportionality and taking all feasible precautions to minimize civilian harm. It has even shown indifference to the obligation to prevent patients inside hospitals from dying during hospital sieges.



Lives can still be saved if the president honestly applies his own standards. He must.



Leonard Rubenstein
Alexandria, Va.
The writer is a professor at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and the author of "Perilous Medicine: The Struggle to Protect Health Care From the Violence of War."



To the Editor:



In his more than 4,000 words about the suffering in Gaza, Nicholas Kristof does not once mention the word "hostage." The trauma of Israelis did not end on Oct. 7. It is a constant wound while hostages remain captive in Hamas tunnels.



Daniel Wolf
Teaneck, N.J.



Trump, 'Unprecedented'




Donald Trump 




To the Editor:



Let's remind ourselves that every reference to "unprecedented" in the context of Donald Trump -- his candidacy, his conduct and the criminal charges they produced -- amounts to an unprecedented new low: a new bottom we've hit, a lowering of standards we never thought this nation would sink to.



Steven Schild
Winona, Minn.
The writer is a retired journalism professor.



When Screen Time Overwhelms Class Time








To the Editor:



Re "
Get Tech Out of the Classroom Before It's Too Late
," by Jessica Grose (Opinion, nytimes.com, April 10):



Thank you for Ms. Grose's thoughtful piece, and kudos to the San Luis Obispo parents for taking action to limit technology in their California school district.



I grew up when classrooms were screen-free (not counting occasional movies projected on a pull-down screen). I fear that today's kids are missing the higher development of critical thinking, creativity and social skills that comes from hands-on learning, extended reading, deep concentration, live discussion and unstructured non-screen play time.



Kids easily get "hooked" on the quick spikes of entertainment or attention they get from texts and social media, but these do not foster the ability to focus deeply in the ways they need to develop as competent, empathetic, engaged and fulfilled human beings.



A school day filled with screens is no substitute for the excitement and mental development a child gets when encouraged to read to their heart's content on a topic of interest. Or the empathy they develop from reading a well-written novel that gets them thinking about other people's lives and circumstances. Or the problem-solving skills and confidence they develop from physical, hands-on activities such as woodworking, lab experiments or gardening. Or the social skills they learn from interacting -- human to human -- with other children and adults.



I hope parents everywhere will push for changes to minimize screen time in school. Indeed, I think all parents should have the opportunity to choose a public school environment for their kids that minimizes screen time, whether that's a magnet school in their district or designated classrooms in their schools.



If you don't have kids in school and think this doesn't matter to you, remember that today's kids are our future health care practitioners, pilots, bridge designers, civic leaders and so on.



Beth Karpf
Boulder, Colo.



How Sorrow Changes Us








To the Editor:



Re "
We Don't Have to Drown in Climate Grief
," by Liz Jensen (Opinion guest essay, April 12):



Ms. Jensen's essay expresses such an important truth about grief -- whether the heart-wrenching grief of bereaved parents or the frightening concern for the health of our planet.



When our son died suddenly -- similar to Ms. Jensen's loss -- "devastated" became the ultimate understatement. As I learned to put one foot in front of the other, I knew deep inside that there would be no such thing as closure. How could I close the period in which I grieved my firstborn child? Love doesn't just stop, and loss doesn't either.



A wise friend told me that I could ask my questions as long as I needed to do that, and I could make his life and death part of me. As Ms. Jensen so eloquently says, while closure is not possible, transforming sorrow into something meaningful is.



Let it stretch your determination to live in honor of your loved one ... whatever that looks like. Let it create a depth of compassion you didn't know was possible. Let it make you stronger, more grateful for all that you have and have had, and let it make you soft and tenderly available to others who struggle.



Ms. Jensen wove her two sorrows together and let that guide her. Don't let loss make you blind to the beauty and wonder that is forever around us.



As W.S. Merlin wrote in the poem "Separation":



Your absence goes through me
Like thread through a needle.
Everything I do is stitched with its color.



Jane Cook
Austin, Texas



Follow California's Lead on Property Taxes



To the Editor:



Re "
It's Time to End the Quiet Cruelty of Property Taxes
," by Andrew W. Kahrl (Opinion guest essay, April 12):



California's landmark 
Proposition 13
, passed in 1978, solved all the problems identified by Professor Kahrl. The value of your home is the price agreed on between you and the seller, increased by up to 2 percent a year to account for inflation. This eliminates any subjectivity created by assessors or assessment models. The tax rate is fixed at 1 percent of this value.



Although local governments have been adept at adding fees (not taxes, which require voter approval), this system is still the gold standard for property taxes and is responsible for much of California's relative prosperity.



Thomas Burns
Berkeley, Calif.
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This Town Had a Reputation Problem. Premier League Soccer Changed Things.



Having a team in the world's richest sports competition might alter how people think of Luton, a place long dogged by a ramshackle image and links to extremism.




Luton, which has a busy airport, is perhaps best known as a transport hub. It has also been ranked the worst place to live in Britain.




By Rory Smith


Apr 24, 2024


As the announcement trilled out over Kenilworth Road, the jumble of rusted metal and peeling paint that Luton Town F.C. calls home, the tone started to shift. At the start of the sentence, it was little more than the traditional polite welcome to the stadium for that evening's visiting team, Manchester City.



By the end, though, the voice of the announcer seemed overcome by what sounded a little like awe. Luton, the fans in the stands and the players on the field were reminded, was about to face "the champions of the F.A. Cup, the champions of England and the champions of Europe." Luton seems to be having a hard time believing the company it now keeps.



There is a reason for that. Fifteen years ago, Luton Town had been relegated to the fifth tier of English soccer, a world away from the power and the prestige of the Premier League. There was, for a time, a genuine risk that the club, founded in 1885, several years before 
the invention of the zipper
, might fold altogether. For years afterward, money remained tight, ambitions modest.



Now, Luton Town's horizons are much grander. Last summer, it won an unexpected promotion to the world's richest, most popular sports league. Three decades after it last played in England's top division, it could again call Manchester City, Manchester United and the rest its peers.




Outside Luton Town's Kenilworth Road stadium, which offers none of the polished sheen of the homes of many of its Premier League rivals.




That meant an immediate transformation in the club's financial outlook: Playing in the Premier League for a single season is worth around $150 million. More important, the status that came with it gave the town -- a place that has long suffered a chronic reputation problem -- a global platform on which to change not just how it is perceived by others, but how it thinks of itself.



There are, broadly speaking, three ways that Luton permeates the British consciousness. One is as a transportation hub; some 16.2 million passengers filter through London Luton Airport every year. Few, though, linger. The clue for their ultimate destination is in the name.



The second is, perhaps, best summarized by the results of a 2004 poll for The Idler magazine. Some 1,800 of its readers awarded Luton the dubious honor of being Britain's pre-eminent 
"crap" town
. As one reader put it, Luton was essentially a "brick-and-iron temple to global pollution." Last year, another survey ranked it as 
the worst place to live in Britain
. 




Luton Town's owners have earmarked some of their Premier League windfall for a new stadium closer to the town's center. 




Third -- and most damaging -- is the town's association with extremism. In 2005, three suicide bombers responsible for a set of coordinated attacks in London stopped off in Luton to collect a fourth accomplice before boarding a train to the capital. One of the town's mosques has hosted speeches by the radical Islamist preachers 
Mostafa Kamel Mostafa
 and 
Omar Bakri Mohammed
.



In 2009, a handful of protesters from 
the extremist group Al Muhajiroun
 staged a demonstration in Luton against British soldiers returning from Afghanistan. That prompted counterprotests in the town from an array of far-right groups. A far-right agitator, Stephen Yaxley-Lennon -- better known by his stage name, 
Tommy Robinson
 -- was born in Luton.



For a time, the town was unwittingly and unwillingly projected as the heartland of the nationalist group he founded, the English Defence League. The largest march in the group's short history 
was held there in 2011
. Another contentious figure, the 
provocateur Andrew Tate
, who has been accused of human trafficking and sex crimes, spent some of his childhood on the town's Marsh Farm estate.



When -- if -- the rest of England thought of Luton, it was in that context: division, rancor, blight. Luton, though, always saw something different.




The Great Northern pub in Luton. Playing in the Premier League for a single season is worth around $150 million to the town's soccer team.




"The place that you see on the news: I don't recognize it," Tanher Ahmed, 42, said from behind the counter of Hatters Fish and Chips, a couple of minutes' walk from Kenilworth Road. "There's harmony here," he added. "There's a sense of community."



Bury Park, the area that immediately surrounds the stadium, might feel distinct from the center -- with streets full of sari stores, roti joints and perfumed confectioners rather than the clutter of chain pubs and bookmakers that dot most British high streets -- but Luton sees that as a strength.



"Luton has always been a mix of people," said Maryan Broadbent, a board member of Luton Town's main fan group. When the town was a center for millinery, and then for the car manufacturer Vauxhall, there were influxes of workers not only from India and Pakistan but also from Ireland and, later, Eastern Europe.



"It's always been a changing place," Ms. Broadbent said. The town's Muslim community has long fought both the handful of extremists who made up Al-Muhajiroun and the idea that they were somehow representative.



But the 
presence of its soccer team in the Premier League
 was, for residents, a chance to offer an alternative definition of Luton.




London Luton is Britain's fifth-busiest airport, but most people who arrive there quickly depart, usually for the capital.




Mr. Ahmed chose to win hearts and minds on a case-by-case basis. He opened his shop after he spotted a gap in the market. "There was no chippie in the area," he explained. Fans have to walk the bustling streets of Bury Park to get to the stadium, so he knew there would be demand. "I wanted to give a good impression of the town," he added.



It has also helped that the club has not merely existed in the Premier League -- an improbable guest at the feast -- but also provided one of the season's most compelling story lines.



Luton has a shoestring team -- one of its mainstays, Pelly Ruddock Mpanzu, is now the only player to have represented the same club in the top five divisions of English soccer -- and it is led by Rob Edwards, a young, charismatic (and, not entirely irrelevantly, 
very handsome
) coach.



It has a crumbling, hostile stadium, a creaking throwback to an age before the edges of elite sports were smoothed down and buffed to a high sheen. And it has shown that it can compete with far richer, far more pedigreed rivals. With a handful of games remaining, Luton still harbors a slim hope of avoiding relegation and securing a second season among the elite.




Bury Park, the area that immediately surrounds Luton Town's stadium, has streets full of sari stores and roti joints.




There have been moments where the team has been overmatched, the romance of its story lost amid cold, hard capitalist reality -- against Manchester City, for example, Luton lost, 6-2. But the team's pluck has won it plenty of friends.



Jurgen Klopp, the Liverpool manager, described Mr. Edwards's work with his team as "insane" -- in a positive way. Mikel Arteta, the Arsenal coach, insisted that Luton Town "deserves more credit than any other team in this league."



For Luton, the town, that positive association is a rare and precious thing. It has, in recent years, nurtured a thriving arts scene. And when the author Sarfraz Manzoor, who grew up in Luton, was appointed chancellor of the University of Bedfordshire last year, he said he would use his post to make people 
think of Luton as "cool."



But having a team in the Premier League will not change any of the more deep-rooted problems Luton faces. Unemployment is 
higher than the national average
, for example, and there are as many as 
15,000 children in town
 living in poverty.




The presence of Luton's soccer team in the Premier League is, for residents, a chance to offer an alternative definition of the town.




The club's success may yet generate a material benefit. A portion of the $150 million or so that it will earn for playing a season in the Premier League has been set aside to help build a new stadium. That arena would be closer to the city center and could "transform the piece that lets Luton down," according to Ms. Broadbent. But the intangible benefit is no less valuable.



For almost a year, millions of people have thought about Luton at least once a week. Not as a backwater or as a crucible of intolerance, but as a soccer team: bold and courageous and hopeful and refreshing.



There are plenty of people, across England, nursing a fading hope that Luton Town avoids relegation and sticks around for another year. That may not make a difference to the ultimate outcome of the season -- the Premier League is not a sentimental place -- but it has made a difference in Luton.



In the soccer team, the town has been able to see itself as it would like to be seen. "Whatever happens," Ms. Broadbent said as she contemplated the specter that Luton's feel-good story may not have a happy ending, "we have done ourselves proud."




A street closed on match day near Luton's stadium.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/world/europe/luton-town-premier-league.html
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Aid to Ukraine Is on the Way. Here's How It Might Help.



Weapons from the aid package, considered "a lifeline" for Ukraine's military, could be arriving on the battlefield within days.




In the direction of Bakhmut in January.




By Lara Jakes


Apr 24, 2024


Now that the Senate has 
approved
 a nearly $61 billion aid package to Ukraine, and with President Biden poised to sign it, desperately needed American weapons could be arriving on the battlefield within days.



The weapons package -- which has been delayed over political wrangling by House Republicans since last fall -- is "a lifeline" for Kyiv's military, said Yehor Cherniev, the deputy chairman of the Ukrainian Parliament's national security committee.



But it will not include everything that President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine has asked for as his military struggles to hold firm after two years of war against invading Russian forces.



Here is a look at what Ukraine says it needs, what it is expected to get in the American aid package and whether it will be enough to make an immediate difference.



What Ukraine wants.



Above all, Mr. Zelensky says Ukraine needs artillery ammunition and long-range missiles to strike Russian forces, along with air defenses to protect cities and key infrastructure like military bases, power plants and weapons factories.



"We need to inflict maximum damage on everything that Russia uses as a base for terror and for its military logistics," Mr. Zelensky said in his nightly address to Ukrainians on Monday.



To do so, he has said, Ukraine needs more long-range Army Tactical Missile Systems -- known as ATACMS and pronounced "attack'ems" -- to hit behind enemy lines and deep into Russian-held territory. The United States did send a small number of ATACMS, with a range of roughly 100 miles, to Ukraine last year, and they were used to 
strike two Russian air bases in October
. Ukraine has been asking for a longer-range version that can strike targets about 190 miles away.




President Joe Biden and President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine during a meeting in the Oval Office in 2023. The Senate has approved a nearly $61 billion aid package to Ukraine, with President Biden poised to sign it.




Artillery ammunition, like the 155-millimeter caliber shells that fit NATO-standard launchers donated by the West, has been in short supply in Ukraine for more than a year, as Russian forces are firing 10 times as many rounds on the battlefield as outgunned Ukrainian troops, Mr. Zelensky 
said last week
.



Mr. Zelensky has also described air defenses -- and specifically the American-made surface-to-air antiballistic Patriot missiles system -- as "crucial." And he has been pushing for more than a year for F-16 fighter jets to provide another layer of air defense over Ukraine's ground war.



What Ukraine will get.



The Pentagon has prepared what a U.S. official said on Tuesday was a $1 billion military aid package to be rushed to Ukraine once Mr. Biden signs the funding bill. The package, which was 
initially reported by Reuters
, will include shoulder-fired Stinger surface-to-air missiles, 155-millimeter shells, anti-tank guided missiles and battlefield vehicles.



The U.S. official said the package would also include ammunition for the so-called High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, which can launch ATACMS missiles. The official would not confirm whether ATACMS specifically would be part of the aid, and the Pentagon generally has resisted discussing the missiles' use in Ukraine, in part out of concern that it could inflame Russia by admitting it was sending long-range weapons to the war.




A man rides in front of the former Russian barracks hit by western-supplied HIMARS precision-guided rockets in Kherson City, in southern Ukraine in 2022.




It is not clear whether the United States will send Ukraine 
another Patriot air-defense
 system, as Germany and other allies are reportedly demanding. The systems are scarce and expensive, and giving one more to Ukraine could mean pulling it from protecting American assets, either domestically or internationally.



Jens Stoltenberg, NATO's secretary general, said on Tuesday that the American aid package would allow for "advanced air-defense systems" to Ukraine but did not specify which kind.



Mr. Stoltenberg also said NATO allies were working to deliver F-16 jets to Ukraine. But the United States has so far declined to donate any of its warplanes, although the Air Force has helped train some of the several dozen Ukrainian pilots who so far are learning to fly them. 
Officials have said
 about 12 pilots should be ready to fly the F-16s in combat by July, but as few as six of the jets will have been delivered to Ukraine by then.



Will it be enough?



Although the $61 billion aid package is designated as support for Ukraine, Pentagon officials have said that as 
much as $48 billion
 will go to American weapons manufacturers either to replenish U.S. stockpiles that have been nearly emptied over the past two years of war or to build additional arms for Ukraine.



The $1 billion infusion that the Pentagon is preparing would come from the remaining funds, and Senator Mark Warner, Democrat of Virginia, who is chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, said it could be "in transit by the end of the week." That could immediately help shore up Ukraine's front line, where forces need to quickly halt Russian drones, jets and light bombers, and prevent Ukraine from losing ground.



But Ukrainian officials seem skeptical that enough weapons will be delivered quickly or consistently over the coming months to keep up the momentum.



"When we get it, when we have it in our arms, then we do have the chance to take this initiative and to move ahead to protect Ukraine," Mr. Zelensky told NBC News' "Meet the Press" on Sunday. But, he said, "it depends on how soon we get this aid."




Rescue workers sift through the rubble of a gymnasium destroyed by a Russian missile in Kyiv in March.




Weapons and ammunition sent to Ukraine are often drawn from Pentagon assets in Europe, with shipments coordinated from a staff of about 300 people 
based in Germany
.



Yet for months, American and other allies have repeatedly warned that they had few weapons to give Ukraine until weapons production could catch up with the war's voracious demand. That led Ukraine's ambassador to the United States, Oksana Markarova, to question in an interview published on Tuesday where the new package of weapons would be coming from.



"Is this equipment available?" Ms. Markarova told the Ukrainian daily 
Ukrainska Pravda
. "Will we find, and produce, enough equipment quickly enough to get it?"



The funding helps, she said, but questioned whether all the weapons and equipment that it would pay for "is ready for delivery."



"Unfortunately, no," Ms. Markarova said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/world/europe/ukraine-aid-senate.html
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About 90,000 NATO troops have been training in Europe this spring for the Great Power war that most hope will never come: a clash between Russia and the West with potentially catastrophic consequences.



In Estonia, paratroopers from the 82nd Airborne Division out of Fort Liberty, N.C., jumped out of planes alongside soldiers from Colchester Garrison in Essex, Britain, for "forcible entry" operations. In Lithuania, German soldiers arrived as a brigade stationed outside Germany on a permanent basis for the first time since World War II.



And on the A4 autobahn in eastern Germany, a U.S. Army captain and his Macedonian counterpart rushed toward  the Suwalki Gap -- the place many war planners predict will be the flashpoint for a NATO war with Russia -- hoping the overheated radiator on their Stryker armored combat vehicle wouldn't kill the engine.



All are part of what is supposed to be a tremendous show of force by NATO, its largest since the start of the Cold War, that is meant to send a sharp message to President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia that his ambitions must not venture beyond Ukraine.



But it is also a preview of what the opening beats of a modern Great Power conflict could look like. If NATO and Russia went to war, American and allied troops would initially rush to the Baltic countries Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania -- NATO's "Eastern Flank"-- to try to block penetration by a Russian force.



How that war would end, and how many people might die, is a different story. Tens of millions of people were killed in World War II. This time, the stakes have never been higher. Mr. Putin has brought up the potential for nuclear war several times since Russia invaded Ukraine more than two years ago.




The show of force is NATO's largest-ever military exercise.




National security officials are making plans for cyberwarfare, too, including how to defend U.S. and NATO interests against a possible cyberattack on public infrastructure.



But a European continental ground war has seemed far more possible since Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine more than two years ago.



"This exercise changes the calculus for our adversaries -- that's the real power of this," General Williams said. Mr. Putin, he said, "is watching this and saying, 'Hmm, maybe I need to think twice here.'"



Russia's war in Ukraine infuses almost every movement of the exercises, which began in January and will continue through May. It is why some of the American troops experimented with commercial drones that they could weaponize by fixing with explosives, to see how to counter such tactics, much as Russian troops have had to learn how to defend against Ukraine's use of store-bought drones that have been MacGyvered with explosives.



It is also why the overheated Stryker carrying the two American and Macedonian captains looks almost exactly like all of the other Strykers, with the exception of its lighter machine gun.




Maintenance teams refueled and inspected vehicles on the way to the Polish border.




In Ukraine, several senior Russian military leaders have been killed. The Kremlin has confirmed seven; Ukraine says 13.



Military officials said that on the battlefield, the Russian top brass made themselves conspicuous. They often appeared rooted in the same place, American military officials said, instead of moving around. Sometimes several command vehicles were hooked together with antennas next to them, almost advertising, one military official said, the presence of Russian generals and officers.



NATO and American military officers don't want to make the same mistake.



"I think that what we found is that our command and control needs to be more survivable," said Col. Robert S. McChrystal, commander of the 2nd Cavalry Regiment, which is based in Vilseck, Germany, near the Czech border. "We need to be more mobile, and we also need to gain dispersion."



Standing in a field at an army barracks in Poznan, Poland, and wearing the black Stetson that is customary for the 2nd Cavalry, Colonel McChrystal cut a figure both commanding and incongruous. Like many U.S. military officers, his speech was peppered with military jargon. Unlike many, he frequently interrupted himself, sometimes midsentence, to explain what he meant.



"Now what does that mean?" he said. "Grouping up, as we saw -- as everyone saw in the war -- does not work. So, can we do things like be in smaller elements that make it harder to locate our command-and-control nodes, so they can last longer?"



Officers with Colonel McChrystal's regiment now seek to blend in, when they can, with the environment and with their troops.



In some cases, that has even meant using local cellphones instead of big cumbersome military communications devices like hand-held radios operating on frequencies that identify them as military.




A convoy of Stryker vehicles arrived at the Polish border earlier this month.





The journey between Germany and Poland, intended to test how quickly NATO can get troops to the Suwalki Gap, took longer than anticipated.




This wasn't an issue during the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, because the Taliban and insurgents didn't have the satellites and spy drones they needed to find battlefield command-and-control nodes.



But Russia has them. That is why during a recent training exercise at the military base at Hohenfels, in southern Germany, more than 70 percent of the command and control were far away -- some of them as far back as in the continental United States.



Fox 66, the Stryker carrying the captains, was the command-and-control vehicle for the four-day road-march part of the exercise that made its way to Suwalki, Poland, from Vilseck.



To the untrained eye, all of the military-green armored vehicles looked as though they had the same array of guns and tactical equipment.



But Fox 66 was mounted with a lighter machine gun. In a firefight, it would not be on the front line; it would be directing operations from the back, so it does not need the armor-piercing penetration power of the .50-caliber machine guns mounted on the other vehicles. The two guns are close to indistinguishable from the air.



Inside Fox 66, Capt. Milos Trendevski, fresh from Skopje, the capital of North Macedonia, contorted his six-foot frame around the flak jackets, backpacks, rations, guns and equipment crammed inside the vehicle as it made its way toward Poland. The Americans in the vehicle carried language translation devices, but Captain Trendevski didn't need one.



"We need to see how the U.S. Army does marches like this so our doctrine can be the same," Captain Trendevski said in English in an interview inside the Stryker.




"We need to see how the U.S. Army does marches like this so our doctrine can be the same," said Capt. Milos Trendevski of North Macedonia.




Just a few inches from him, Capt. Matt Johnson, commander of the Stryker unit, kept up a constant stream of worried questions.



"She burning hot?" he asked the driver, Specialist Sean McGarity.



"225, Sir," came the answer.



"Slow down a little, see if it goes down."



Specialist McGarity slowed down and the engine cooled off, and a collective sigh seemed to exhale inside the Stryker.



The Suwalki Gap is a 65-mile, sparsely populated stretch of land straddling Lithuania, Poland, Belarus and the Russian exclave Kaliningrad. After Russia invaded Crimea in 2014, the Estonian president at the time, Toomas Hendrik Ilves, came up with the name "Suwalki Gap" to highlight for NATO officials the area's vulnerability. His move worked: Western military officials quickly adopted the phrase.



Western military officials believe the Suwalki Gap is likely to be the first territory that Moscow would try to take. Russian forces in Kaliningrad, assisted by Russia's ally Belarus, could move in, isolating the Baltic countries if successful.



The road march is supposed to test how quickly NATO can get troops to the Suwalki Gap.



Captain Johnson said his Stryker, when not overheating, could traverse the 750 miles to Suwalki from Vilseck, where the Army's 2nd Cavalry Regiment is based, in under two days, but the regiment would lose some vehicles along the way if they tried to travel at the top Stryker speed of 70 m.p.h. A more reasonable speed, he said, is 50 m.p.h.




Capt. Matt Johnson, the commander of the Stryker unit, filing paperwork for the convoy at the Polish border.





The Stryker unit had to regulate its speed in order to maintain vehicles throughout the journey.




But such marches often take longer than predicted. It took Fox 66 and the other Strykers in Captain Johnson's unit more than five hours to get to the Polish border from the German city Frankenberg, in the eastern state Saxony, a trip that was supposed to take three hours.



The road march culminated with a live-fire exercise in a training area near Suwalki, with 1,800 2nd Cavalry troops joining 2,600 troops from nine other countries to establish what the military called an "enhanced forward presence" to protect NATO's Eastern Flank. The troops blew up pop-up targets and seized territory. American Apache helicopters made passes and gave covering fire, while, from an even higher altitude, Polish F-16 and Italian F-35 fighter jets conducted airstrikes.



NATO'S ability to "bring together these seemingly disparate units from different nations to conduct something so complex is what sets us apart," said Col. Martin O'Donnell, a spokesman for the U.S. Army Europe and Africa. It was, he said, a demonstration of "combined arms" maneuvering.



Neither Russia nor Ukraine has been able to do combined arms, where all parts of a maneuver force -- air, land and, sometimes, sea -- coordinate and work in concert. Tanks and artillery, and even airstrikes, hit a target before infantry soldiers go in.



General Williams, the NATO land forces commander, said that in the past, such exercises did not name the enemy -- there was just a fictitious opponent.



Not so this year. For the first time, "we now, in this year, are actually fighting an exercise against the Russians," he said. "We fight against our potential adversary."




Some 90,000 NATO troops are taking part in the land exercise.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/us/politics/nato-exercise-russia-ukraine.html
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Bird Flu Outbreak in Cattle May Have Begun Months Earlier Than Thought



A single spillover, from a bird to a cow, led to the infections, a review of genetic data has found.




The U.S.D.A. announced last month that dairy cattle in Texas and Kansas had tested positive for the bird flu virus, called H5N1. It has since reported cases in dozens of herds in eight states.




By Apoorva Mandavilli


Apr 24, 2024


The bird flu outbreak in American dairy cattle may have begun in January, or even as early as December, a new analysis of genetic data suggests.



The Department of Agriculture announced 
in late March
 that dairy cattle in Texas and Kansas had tested positive for the virus, called H5N1. It has since reported cases in dozens of herds in eight states.



On Tuesday, federal health officials said they 
had discovered fragments of H5N1 in milk samples
 obtained at various sites across the nation. The fragments pose no threat to consumers, the officials said.



It is unclear exactly how the cows became infected, but the most likely source is feces or other secretions from a wild bird infected with the virus.



Scientists in the United States and elsewhere have criticized federal agencies for withholding key information about the outbreaks, including genetic sequences of the virus from infected cows, The New York Times 
reported on Friday
. The data may hold valuable clues to the evolution of the virus and the extent of the outbreak.



On Sunday, the department 
published 239 genetic sequences
, but it omitted some details regarding the locations from which they were obtained and the dates.



Still, the information is enough to glean that a single spillover event months ago, from bird to cow, set off the outbreak, said Michael Worobey, an evolutionary biologist at the University of Arizona.



Dr. Worobey said he worked late into Monday night and early Tuesday morning analyzing the genetic information. He found that the sequences all carried the same set of mutations that allow the virus to infect mammals -- which would be unlikely had the virus jumped from birds to cows more than once.



He said that "this really does just look like a single introduction."



H5N1 is highly lethal in birds, but so far has led to mostly mild symptoms in cattle and in one farmworker in Texas who became infected. Infected dairy cows seem to carry large amounts of virus in their milk, which turns thick and yellowish.



But the Department of Agriculture has released little information on other aspects of the outbreak, including how long cows remain ill and how long it takes them to clear the virus from their bodies, said Dr. Nahid Bhadelia, director of the Boston University Center on Emerging Infectious Diseases.



"We just don't know enough about the natural history" of bird flu in cows, she said.



Federal scientists are just beginning to analyze more samples from cows without symptoms to learn whether the outbreak may be more widespread than initially thought.



"If this really is something that's been going on for this long, it seems quite plausible that it's moved already out of the U.S.," Dr. Worobey said. Canada imports cattle from the United States, he noted.



Some farmers in Texas had been reporting sick cows since at least February. Cows are not usually infected with this type of influenza, and federal officials spent weeks trying to identify the cause of the outbreak.



But rather than research each potential pathogen, officials could have turned to a technique called metagenomic sequencing, in which samples can be tested for nearly all known pathogens at once.



That technique is more expensive but would save valuable time in situations like this, Dr. Worobey said.



"I think that's one of the real lost opportunities here," he said. "Just the fact that we don't have eyes on these things around the world, and even in the U.S., we keep getting caught with our bathing suit off when the tide goes out."



Emily Anthes
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/health/bird-flu-cows-genetic.html
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Dairy Cows Transported Between States Must Now Be Tested for Bird Flu



Since a new form of bird flu arrived in 2022, federal officials have sought to reassure Americans that the threat to the public remained low.




The C.D.C. maintained Wednesday that the risk for the public was still low, with no changes in the genetic makeup of the virus that would allow it to spread more easily to or between humans.




By Noah Weiland, Benjamin Mueller and Emily Anthes


Apr 24, 2024


The Biden administration on Wednesday said that it would begin requiring dairy cows moving across state lines to be tested for bird flu, which has been spreading in herds for months. The new policy is part of a growing effort to stamp out the spread of a virus that federal health officials have sought to reassure Americans poses little risk to people so far.



The 
new order
, issued by the Department of Agriculture, says that lactating cows must test negative for influenza A viruses, a class that includes bird flu, before they are transported. The owners of herds with positive tests will need to provide data on the movements of the cattle to help investigators trace the disease.



The testing will help protect the livestock industry, limit the spread of the virus and "better understand this disease," Mike Watson, a senior Department of Agriculture official, told reporters in a press briefing Wednesday morning.



Since a highly contagious form of bird flu was detected in the United States in 2022, federal officials have sought to reassure Americans that the threat to the public remained low, even as the virus infected a growing number of mammals. Federal regulators on Tuesday 
announced
 that inactive viral fragments had been found in pasteurized milk, a suggestion that the virus was likely spreading much more widely among cattle than previously known.



Dr. Nirav Shah, the principal deputy director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, told reporters on Wednesday that there were no changes in the genetic makeup of the virus that would allow it to spread easily among people. So far, Dr. Shah said, states have been monitoring 44 people who were exposed to the virus and are being monitored for infection.



As of Wednesday, the outbreak had spread to 33 herds in eight states, according to the U.S.D.A. But just one human infection has been reported, in a dairy worker in Texas who had direct contact with sick cows. The case was mild.



Federal officials on Wednesday also sought to downplay the severity of the findings of the Food and Drug Administration in recent days that inactive viral fragments had been found in pasteurized milk, including some from grocery shelves. Don Prater, an F.D.A. official, told reporters on Wednesday that regulators were conducting more advanced tests to determine whether any milk contained live virus. The agency would publish data in the coming days on the milk tests, he said.



The U.S.D.A. order will require laboratories and state veterinarians to report any positive tests from cattle to the agency. Mr. Watson said that the department would be able to process tens of thousands of tests each day, with results reported after one to three days. The agency will now reimburse dairies for testing cows without symptoms as well as those being moved.



Dr. Shah, the C.D.C. official, said that the federal government was relying on local officials and health workers to communicate with dairy producers and their workers, including veterinarians who have close relationships with people who might be hesitant to open up to strangers.



"There may be owners that are reluctant to work with public health, to say nothing of individual workers who may be reluctant to sit down with somebody who identifies themselves as being from the government in some way," Dr. Shah said.



It is still not clear when the bird flu outbreak began, but 
an analysis
 of genetic data suggests that wild birds might have passed the pathogen to cows as early as December. Cows were not typically thought to be susceptible to bird flu, and it was not until late March that federal officials announced that the virus had been detected in sick cows in Texas and Kansas.



The U.S.D.A. order came after public health experts and dairy producers had criticized the Biden administration for the scope of its investigation into the cow outbreak and the lack of widespread testing.



While testing more cows is critical, so is reducing the risk of infection among dairy workers regularly exposed to fresh milk now thought to contain extensive virus, said Seema Lakdawala, a virologist at Emory University.



If a worker were to get splashed in the nose or eyes and become infected, that human infection would give the virus new opportunities to adapt and start spreading among people, she said.



Federal health officials said on Wednesday that they had reminded states that they could request protective equipment from the national stockpile.



But Dr. Lakdawala said the risks of worker infections were already serious enough that farms should universally implement the use of face shields. She said other steps, like a two-week 'stay-at-home' order for cows, could also obviate the need for even more economically disruptive measures.



Troy Sutton, a virologist at Penn State University, said the emergence of the bird flu in cattle had intensified efforts to understand the virus.



"It's now moved into a species that humans have more contact with," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/health/bird-flu-dairy-cows-testing-usda.html
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Blinken Goes to China With Potential Trouble on Horizon



The secretary of state's visit comes as Democrats and Republicans are vying to appear tougher on China.




Secretary of State Antony Blinken is greeted in Shanghai on Wednesday by Kong Fuan, the director general of the Shanghai Foreign Affairs Office, and by two American diplomats -- R. Nicholas Burns, the ambassador to China; and Scott Walker, the U.S. consul general in Shanghai.




By Vivian Wang


Apr 24, 2024


Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken arrived in China on Wednesday to try to preserve the recent and delicate stabilization of ties between the United States and China, as tensions over trade, territorial disputes and national security threaten to derail relations again.



Even before Mr. Blinken's plane approached Shanghai, the challenges ahead were apparent. He landed just hours after the U.S. Senate 
passed a bill
, which President Biden is expected to quickly sign into law, that provides $8 billion to Taiwan and the Indo-Pacific region, and could also lead to a 
nationwide ban on the Chinese-owned app TikTok
.



The political season in the United States also looms as a complication. With the presidential election nearing, Democrats and Republicans are vying to appear tougher on China. And if former President Donald Trump is re-elected, he could reverse Beijing's and Washington's efforts to steady the relationship.



During Mr. Blinken's three-day trip, which will also include a visit to Beijing, he plans to press Chinese officials on a wide range of issues, including its support for Russia, cheap Chinese exports that U.S. officials say threaten American jobs, and Chinese ships' aggressive maneuvers in the South China Sea, a senior State Department official told reporters in a telephone briefing.



Chinese officials are likely to bring up American support for Taiwan, the self-governing island that China claims, and trade restrictions that Beijing calls discriminatory.



Mr. Blinken is expected to meet with China's foreign minister, Wang Yi. It is not clear whether he will meet with China's leader, Xi Jinping, 
as he did during his last visit
, in June.



That visit -- the first by an American secretary of state to China since 2018 -- came at perhaps the worst moment in U.S.-China relations in recent years. High-level military communications were cut off, and neighboring countries worried that the two powers might stumble into a war.



Since then, relations have thawed somewhat. China's economy is slowing, and Beijing has adopted a softer diplomatic tone to attract more foreign investment. Washington, though continuing to warn that China poses a global security threat, has said it wants to keep communication open.



In November, 
Mr. Biden and Mr. Xi met
 for four hours near San Francisco. Afterward, China agreed to resume cooperation with the United States on fighting the global production of fentanyl, and both countries affirmed the importance of restoring cultural exchanges. The two leaders also spoke by phone this month.



Last week, the countries' top defense officials 
held a video conference, their first substantive engagement
 since late 2022.



But new sources of tension are rising. Western officials have grown increasingly vocal about concerns that China is backing Russia in its war in Ukraine. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, during her own visit to China earlier this month, warned of "
significant consequences
" if Beijing provides material support. China has maintained that it is not, while deepening ties with Moscow. Mr. Xi 
hosted Russia's foreign minister
 this month, and President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia is expected to visit China soon.



U.S. officials have also said China is dumping cheap electric vehicles and solar panels in overseas markets, hurting American companies. China has rejected the accusations as smacking of protectionism.



Chinese ships' 
aggressive behavior
 in waters disputed with the Philippines and Japan has also raised concerns about a possible clash that could draw in the United States, a treaty ally of those countries.



On Taiwan, perhaps the most sensitive issue in the U.S.-China relationship, the island is set to inaugurate its 
new president
, Lai Ching-te -- whom Beijing reviles as an advocate of Taiwanese independence -- next month.



Asked at a regular news briefing on Wednesday about Congress's new aid for Taiwan, Wang Wenbin, a spokesman for China's foreign ministry, said that stronger military cooperation between the United States and Taiwan would "not bring about security for Taiwan" and would "only escalate tensions across the Taiwan Strait."



China's defense minister, Dong Jun, had told U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin during their call that China would "brook no compromise" on Taiwan, according to the 
Chinese readout
.



Mr. Wang declined to answer repeated questions about TikTok on Wednesday. He referred reporters to previous statements from China's Ministry of Commerce, which has said it would "
firmly oppose
" a sale of the app.



Within the United States, anti-China rhetoric is likely to intensify as the Democrats and Republicans compete to outdo each other on one of the few areas of bipartisan agreement. Campaigning last week in Pennsylvania, a steelworking stronghold, Mr. Biden 
called for raising tariffs
 on steel imports from China.



"We had high hopes after the San Francisco summit, but recent developments are putting a lot of stress on the relationship," said Xie Tao, the dean of the School of International Relations and Diplomacy at Beijing Foreign Studies University. "When you add all these negative developments together, you have a pretty depressing picture of the U.S.-China relationship right now."



Both countries have reason to try to prevent escalating tensions. The United States has asked China to help restrain Iran, with which it has good relations, from pushing its hostilities with Israel into full-blown war. And China is eager to stave off further tariffs from the United States, as 
strong exports have helped it counterbalance
 its housing crisis and weak consumer spending.



But both countries may also have little room for diplomatic maneuvering, because of hardening public opinion on both sides.



"There are already so many irritants and issues of mistrust within the relationship," said Allen Carlson, a professor of international relations at Cornell University.



"If you have a pot which is already close to boiling, it only takes adding a degree or two to push things over the edge."
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A Brewery Worker's Drunken Driving Defense: His Stomach Made the Alcohol



A 40-year-old man was acquitted of a drunken driving offense after doctors confirmed he had a rare condition: auto-brewery syndrome.




These beers, as well as any other alcoholic drinks, were not involved in a Belgian man's drunken-driving charge.




By Ali Watkins


Apr 23, 2024


One man was 
charged with drunken driving
 after crashing his truck and spilling 11,000 salmon onto a highway in Oregon. Another was 
secretly recorded
 by his wife, who was convinced he was a closet alcoholic. And in Belgium, a brewery worker was recently pulled over and given a breathalyzer test, which said that his blood alcohol level was more than four times the legal limit for drivers.



The problem? None of those men had been drinking.



Instead, they all were diagnosed with a rare condition known as auto-brewery syndrome, in which a person's gut ferments carbohydrates into ethanol, effectively brewing alcohol inside the body.



This week, the man in Belgium was acquitted of a drunken driving offense -- he wasn't a boozer, the court found; his body was essentially making its own beer.



It's the latest turn in the spotlight for the strange disorder, which periodically appears in a flurry of headlines after a particularly odd or egregious case. Most incidents involve accusations of drunken driving, when people who have the disorder, known as A.B.S., get behind the wheel of a car believing they are sober. Reactions to such defenses often range from admiring to dismissive, but medical doctors and science have long backed up that the strange condition does exist.



The condition has been studied in some capacity for more than a century. When a person with the syndrome ingests carbohydrates, fungi in their gastrointestinal tract converts it into ethanol. The process begets all the normal effects of inebriation -- lack of coordination, memory loss, aggressive behavior -- without the alcohol consumption.



Perhaps most confounding is that the disorder can cause blood-alcohol levels in people that would be lethal if achieved conventionally. One woman, who was pulled over in New York and breathalyzed after having a flat tire, 
measured 0.40
, a level that is considered to be potentially fatal. While many people with the condition do exhibit the more traditional effects of alcohol consumption, others have been known to behave mostly sober, even when tests show they clearly are not.



In Belgium, 
the brewery worker
 -- a 40-year-old man who wishes to remain anonymous, according to his lawyer -- was pulled over by the police in April 2022 and registered a blood-alcohol reading that was more than four times the legal limit. A month later, he was pulled over again and registered more than three times the limit.



It was the third time the man had been cited -- he had been pulled over and fined for driving under the influence in 2019. He was unaware that he had A.B.S. until his latest charge -- tests administered by three doctors confirmed that he had the condition and validated his claim in court.



"I think he was somehow relieved that he finally knew what was up," the man's lawyer, Anse Ghesquiere, said. Her client is now following a strict diet and receiving medical treatment to avoid flare-ups and manage the condition.



While only a few dozen people across the world have been formally diagnosed with the condition, 
recent studies
 suggest that the condition is probably overlooked in others.
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Australian Journalist Says She Was Pushed Out of India



Avani Dias said that she had been denied a visa renewal for weeks because of her reporting on the Sikh separatist movement. Indian officials disputed her account.




Avani Dias produced a television segment about accusations that India was responsible for the death of a Sikh separatist in Canada last year.




By Sameer Yasir and Yan Zhuang


Apr 24, 2024


A senior journalist with Australia's national broadcaster says she was effectively pushed out of India after her reporting on Sikh separatism angered the Indian government, accusing the authorities of hindering her from going to events, seeking to have her reporting taken down and refusing for weeks to renew her visa.



Avani Dias, the South Asia correspondent for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, said on 
social media
 that Indian officials told her last month that her application for a resident journalist visa extension would not be approved because a television segment she had produced on accusations that India was responsible for the killing of a Sikh activist in Canada had "crossed the line."



She was eventually granted a temporary visa extension at the last minute after lobbying by the Australian government, less than a day before she was scheduled to leave the country, Ms. Dias said in her podcast, "
Looking for Modi
." But she said that she ultimately decided to leave because "it felt too difficult to do my job in India."



"I was struggling to get into public events run by Modi's party," Ms. Dias said on the podcast.



The Indian government has disputed Ms. Dias' account and said she was assured by high ranking officials that her visa would be renewed.



Her departure came amid a broader crackdown on free speech in the country and raids on journalists reporting on sensitive topics.



In March, Ms. Dias produced a television segment about the accusations made by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada last year that agents acting on behalf of the Indian government were behind the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Sikh separatist, on Canadian soil. The 
half-hour documentary
 examined the movement, which advocates for a separate Sikh state called Khalistan to be carved out of the Indian state of Punjab.



During the half-hour documentary, which was broadcast in Australia and uploaded on social media, she detailed how permission for her and her crew to film at the border between Punjab and Pakistan had suddenly been revoked by Indian officials without explanation, and how she had been quizzed by Indian officials about her crew and the places she had visited to report on the story.



"It's clear that we're being really monitored and that there's concern about the story that we're doing," she said.



On March 26, less than a week after the documentary was broadcast, the Indian government successfully sought to have YouTube block the video from showing in India.



The next day, Ms. Dias was told by a representative of the Ministry of External Affairs that her application for a visa extension would not be renewed, according to a person directly familiar with the situation but who spoke on condition of anonymity because of the sensitive nature of the issue. Ms. Dias notified the Australian government, and Australian diplomats began to lobby for her visa, the person said.



After weeks of bureaucratic back and forth, Ms. Dias received her visa extension on the evening of Apr. 18, the person said. But with her flight back to Australia departing the next day, and having already packed up her life in India, she made the decision to leave, Ms. Dias said in her podcast. She left on the first day of voting in India's national election.



A senior Indian official, speaking on condition of anonymity, refuted her account, saying Ms. Dias had been told well in advance that her visa would be extended.



The official said that Ms. Dias had violated terms of her previous visa by attempting to film at the India-Pakistan border, which requires permission. Ms. Dias previously said she had sought and been granted that permission before it was revoked at the last minute.



Ms. Dias had not been prevented from covering India's election, but had her accreditation delayed because she had not yet received her visa extension, the Indian official said, adding that her colleagues at the Australian Broadcasting Corporation had been given accreditation to cover the elections.



Ms. Dias' departure adds to mounting concerns about press freedom in India, where 
Indian journalists have come under heavy pressure
 from the Modi administration as he has consolidated power in his 10 years leading the country. Mr. Modi is seeking a 
third term
 in power in parliamentary elections that begun this month.



Foreign journalists in India are reporting more pressure, as well. In February, Vanessa Dougnac, a French freelance correspondent, said she had been forced to leave India, where she had lived for 25 years, after the authorities told her that they intended to withdraw her permanent residency permit.



The authorities accused her of producing reporting that was "malicious and critical in manner," and creating a "biased negative perception about India." They said that she had worked as a journalist without holding a valid permit, after revoking her work permit in September 2022 without a clear reason.
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Prosecutor Says Sept. 11 Suspects Can Be Held Past War Crimes Sentence



The argument, in a pretrial hearing, dealt with the unresolved question of whether a prisoner who completes such a sentence is entitled to release from military detention.




Defense lawyers were asking the judge to rule that, if convicted, Mustafa al-Hawsawi, one of the suspects in plotting the attack, would have any sentence to a term of confinement reduced by the number of days he was held by the United States before trial. 




By Carol Rosenberg


Apr 24, 2024


Regardless of the outcome of their someday trial, the men accused of plotting the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, can be held forever as prisoners in the war against terrorism in a form of preventive detention, a military prosecutor told the presiding judge on Wednesday.



Defense lawyers were asking the judge to rule that, if convicted, Mustafa al-Hawsawi, one of the suspects in plotting the attack, would have any sentence to a term of confinement reduced by the number of days he was held by the United States before trial. He has been held since 2003.



The argument, in a pretrial hearing in the decade-old Sept. 11 case, was the latest installment over a long-running, unresolved question of whether a prisoner, once he completes a war crimes sentence, is entitled to release from military detention.



Col. Joshua S. Bearden, an Army prosecutor, said the answer was no. He urged the judge to reject the request as both premature, because the government is seeking the death penalty in the case, and beyond the scope of his authority.



No date has been set for the start of the 
trial of the four men accused of conspiring
 in the commercial airliner hijackings that killed nearly 3,000 people on Sept. 11, 2001.



Mr. Hawsawi has been held for the past 20 years but not as punishment or exclusively for trial, Colonel Bearden said. The prosecutor said the charges against Mr. Hawsawi were separate from the detention that keeps him "off the battlefield" in the U.S. war with Al Qaeda.



Mr. Hawsawi is accused of helping some of the hijackers with finances and travel arrangements from the United Arab Emirates on behalf of Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, the self-described mastermind of the Sept. 11 plot. The two men were captured together on March 1, 2003, in a raid on a house in Rawalpindi, Pakistan.



"Make no mistake about it," Colonel Bearden said. "The conflict is still going on. Hostilities still exist."



Sean M. Gleason, a lawyer for Mr. Hawsawi, a Saudi national, argued that his client was in pretrial detention from the moment of his capture because the United States had already issued an arrest warrant for him and prepared a secret indictment against him. By that measure, he said, the prisoner was so far entitled to 253 months of sentencing credit.



Mr. Hawsawi's lawyers 
wrote in their brief that
 even though "the death penalty lurks as a potential sentence," that should not prevent the judge from granting relief "that would open the door to a different sentence."



His lawyers have separately asked the judge 
to dismiss the case because of Mr. Hawsawi's torture
 in U.S. custody.



Defense lawyers for the suspects raised the issue as a pretrial matter, arguing that military commissions defendants should be entitled to sentencing credit just like other U.S. military or criminal defendants.



In 2010, the Pentagon added a rule to the 
Manual for Military Commissions
 specifically stripping war crimes judges of the right to award such credit. But Mr. Gleason argued that Congress never included that provision in the various laws that created military commissions, and so his right to credit was essentially retroactive.



The judge, Col. Matthew N. McCall, did not ask questions on Wednesday about the overarching preventive detention doctrine. But he asked why one "criminal process" should not be "run like any other criminal process."



"They are law of war detainees forever, until the hostilities have ceased," Colonel Bearden replied.



James G. Connell III, representing another defendant, Ammar al-Baluchi, has similarly sought sentencing credit. Mr. Connell argued that a defendant, especially when he considers whether to plead guilty to a crime, should know how much credit he would receive for time served.



Mr. Connell also disputed the prosecutor's characterization of Mr. Baluchi as a "law of war detainee" in his first years in the C.I.A.'s secret overseas prison network, known as black sites. Prisoners held under the law of war are entitled to visits from delegates of the International Committee of the Red Cross, he said. The Sept. 11 suspects were captured in 2002 and 2003 but were not allowed 
to meet Red Cross representatives
 until October 2006, a month after their transfer to Guantanamo Bay.



Of the 30 detainees at Guantanamo Bay, 11 have been tried or convicted; 16 have been approved for transfer to other countries, with security arrangements; and three are indefinite detainees without charge or trial being held under that doctrine as prisoners of the forever war against terrorism.
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Hersh Goldberg-Polin, an Israeli-American Hostage, Is Seen in a Hamas Video



The video appeared to be the first time that Mr. Goldberg-Polin, who was grievously injured in the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attack, has been seen alive since he was taken captive.




A photo of Hersh Goldberg-Polin held by his mother, Rachel Goldberg-Polin, in their home in Jerusalem.




By Liam Stack


Apr 24, 2024


Hamas released a video on Wednesday apparently showing Hersh Goldberg-Polin, an Israeli American dual citizen who has been held hostage since the Oct. 7 terrorist attack on Israel. It appeared to be the first time that Mr. Goldberg-Polin, who was grievously injured in the attack, has been shown to be alive since his captivity began.



It is not clear when the video was filmed, but in it Mr. Goldberg-Polin, who was 23 when he was abducted, says he has been held hostage for nearly 200 days, suggesting the video was made recently. He also wishes his parents a happy holiday, which may be a reference to the weeklong Passover holiday currently being celebrated.



Mr. Goldberg-Polin's parents later released a videotaped statement saying they were relieved to see their son alive but worried about his health, along with the health of the scores of other hostages still believed to be held in Gaza.



"We are here today with a plea to all of the leaders of the parties who have been negotiating to date -- this includes Qatar, Egypt, the United States, Hamas and Israel -- be brave, lean in, seize this moment and get a deal done to reunite all of us with our loved ones and end the suffering in this region," his father, Jonathan Polin, said. His mother, Rachel Goldberg-Polin, urged her son to "stay strong, survive."



In a 
video message
, Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the spokesman for Israel's military, told Mr. Goldberg-Polin's family that Israel would do all it could to "bring your son Hersh and all our hostages back home."



"This is an urgent call for action. We will leave no stone unturned in our efforts to find our hostages," he said.



Mr. Goldberg-Polin was attending the Tribe of Nova music festival in Re'im, Israel, when Hamas gunmen attacked, killing hundreds. He lost part of his arm while defending an emergency shelter alongside his friend Aner Shapira, who was killed, 
according to survivors
 of the attack.



Rights groups and international law experts say that a hostage video is, by definition, made under duress, and the statements in it are usually coerced. Israeli officials have called the videos a form of "psychological warfare," and experts say their production can constitute a war crime.



The circumstances of how the video was filmed were unclear, and the footage appears to have been edited. It was released on Hamas's social media channels at about 5 p.m. in Israel.



Mr. Goldberg-Polin refers several times to his need for medical attention and shows his injured arm to the camera. The October attack left him "struggling to survive with serious injuries all over my body," he says in the video, adding that during his captivity he has been "without water, food or sun and without treatment I have needed for so long."



He also criticizes Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and members of his government. "At a time when you are holding holiday meals with your families, think of us, the hostages who are still here in hell, under the ground," he says.



The Hostages Families Forum said in a statement that "the hostages must be the top priority."



"This distressing video serves as an urgent call to take swift and decisive action to resolve this horrific humanitarian crisis and ensure the safe return of our loved ones," the group said.



Mr. Goldberg-Polin, a dual citizen of Israel and the United States, was born in Berkeley, Calif., and was in elementary school when the family moved to Israel from Richmond, Va. He was taken captive into Gaza after part of his arm was blown off during 
an assault on a roadside bomb shelter
.



Members of his family pieced together at least some of what happened to him through other families and survivors of the attack, and by reviewing texts and phone conversations. They have said they believed he was in desperate need of medical attention because of the injuries to his arm, which are believed to have been caused by a grenade.



In a guest essay written for The New York Times' opinion section shortly after his abduction, his mother 
described her son as a gentle
 and kind person who swam laps to raise money for a charity in Africa.



"I don't know if he is dead or alive or if I will ever see him again," she wrote.



His mother told reporters
 that her family would mark Passover this week with a Seder and "they have been very clear that if 15 minutes in we just can't do it, and we need to cry, then we will cry."



Mr. Goldberg-Polin ends the video by directly addressing his parents.



"I love you so much and miss you," he told them. "It won't be a happy holiday for me, but I wish you one."



Malachy Browne
, 
Johnatan Reiss
 and 
Isabel Kershner
 contributed reporting.
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After $15 Billion in Military Aid, Israel Calls Alliance With U.S. 'Ironclad'



The money from Washington, which includes $5 billion to replenish Israel's defenses and $1 billion for Gazan civilians, comes as Israel readies to invade Rafah.




Israeli soldiers near a rocket-intercepting Iron Dome battery near the Gaza border this month. New American aid for Israel includes more than $5 billion to replenish defense systems.




By Matt Surman, Michael Levenson, Christopher F. Schuetze and Nick Cumming-Bruce


Apr 25, 2024


Israel welcomed a U.S. aid package signed by President Biden on Wednesday that will send about $15 billion in military aid to Israel, increasing American support for its closest Middle East ally despite 
strains in their relationship
 over Israel's prosecution of the war in the Gaza Strip.



"Our alliance is ironclad," Israel Katz, the country's foreign minister, said in 
a statement
 thanking Mr. Biden for signing the legislation. It was part of a long-stalled $95.3 billion in aid that had faced vehement opposition from some Republicans over its support for Ukraine, which is also part of the legislation, as is Taiwan.



The aid for Israel includes more than $5 billion to replenish three of the country's defense systems: 
Iron Dome
, which intercepts rockets that fly in high arcs; David's Sling, which shoots down drones, missiles and rockets; and 
Iron Beam
, which was designed to use laser beams to destroy incoming projectiles.



It also includes $1 billion to enhance the production and development of artillery and munitions and $2.4 billion for American military operations in the U.S. Central Command region, which includes the Middle East as well as parts of South Asia and East Africa.



At the White House on Wednesday, Mr. Biden said he was authorizing "vital support for Israel," less than two weeks after 
Iran attacked the country
 with more than 300 missiles and drones, almost all of which were shot down. Mr. Biden also pointed out that Israel had been fighting Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza, both of which Iran supports.




"The security of Israel is critical," President Biden said at a signing ceremony on Wednesday.




"The security of Israel is critical," Mr. Biden said. "I will always make sure that Israel has what it needs to defend itself against Iran and the terrorists it supports."



The aid bill was signed as Israel continued to make plans to 
invade the southern Gaza city of Rafah
, where more than a million displaced Palestinians are sheltering. The Biden administration has said it will oppose such an invasion without a workable plan to protect civilians from harm.



The legislation also provides $1 billion in additional humanitarian aid for civilians in Gaza, including food, medical supplies and clean water, Mr. Biden said. "Israel must make sure all this aid reaches the Palestinians in Gaza without delay," he said.



Severe hunger in Gaza is already widespread, and the World Food Program, a United Nations agency, warned on Wednesday that a famine there could begin in six weeks without a major scale-up in food deliveries.



"We are getting closer by the day to a famine situation," Gian Carlo Cirri, the director of the Geneva office of the World Food Program, told reporters. "Malnutrition among children is spreading."



About 30 percent of children under the age of 2 in Gaza are severely malnourished, Mr. Cirri said. In northern Gaza, 70 percent of the population is facing catastrophic levels of hunger, meaning they have exhausted nearly all means of coping and are eating animal feed or selling belongings to buy food, he said.




A line for food in Rafah in Gaza this month. About 30 percent of children under 2 in Gaza are severely malnourished, according to the World Food Program.




"Most of them are destitute, and clearly some of them are dying of hunger," he said.



Intense heat is 
compounding the suffering
 in Gaza, where many civilians were sweltering in makeshift tents under a blazing sun as temperatures reached 39 degrees Celsius, or 102 degrees Fahrenheit, on Wednesday.



"The tent feels like it's on fire," said Maryam Arafat, 23, who was sheltering with her husband and their three young children in Deir al Balah, in central Gaza. They had fled their home in Gaza City, which was under Israeli bombardment in the winter. "It's so hot you can't bear it, especially with young children," she said.



Ms. Arafat said she used a piece of cardboard to fan her children and dampened their heads and limbs with what little water she had. The hot weather, combined with a lack of clean water, has intensified concerns about the spread of waterborne diseases in Gaza.



Despite the humanitarian crisis, the aid bars funding from going to UNRWA, the main U.N. agency that provides aid to Palestinians in Gaza. The United States 
suspended contributions to the agency
 this year over Israeli allegations that a dozen of the agency's employees participated in the Hamas-led attacks on Israel on Oct. 7 or in their aftermath. The United Nations is conducting an internal review of the allegations.




A camp in Deir al Balah in the southern Gaza Strip on Tuesday for Palestinians who fled from Rafah and northern Gaza.




But an independent review commissioned by the United Nations reported this week that Israel had 
not provided evidence
 to support its accusation that many UNRWA workers were members of Hamas and other terrorist groups.



The commission recommended that UNRWA protect its neutrality by putting in place additional screening and training of its staff members and by working more closely with host countries and Israel to share rosters of its employees.



Oren Marmorstein, a spokesman for the Israeli foreign ministry, denounced the review after it was released, calling it "an effort to avoid the problem."



But Germany, one of Israel's close allies, said on Wednesday that it would resume funding for UNRWA, about three months after it 
suspended payments
. The announcement was likely to cause 
further strain in its longstanding ties with Israel
, which have deteriorated because of differences over the war in Gaza.



Germany gave more than 
$200 million to UNRWA in 2023
 and is its second-largest donor, after the United States. Several other countries, including Australia, Canada and Sweden, have also 
resumed funding for UNRWA
.




Germany said it would resume funding for UNRWA about three months after it suspended payments.




The United States is by far the 
biggest supplier of weapons
 to Israel, and even though the Biden administration has 
faced growing
 calls to restrict or stop the arms shipments, it has largely maintained its military support.



The package Mr. Biden signed does not put any conditions on military aid for Israel. That was a sticking point for some liberal Democrats who have become more vocal in criticizing the Israeli military's conduct in Gaza, where more than 34,000 people have been killed, according to the territory's health authorities.



When asked on Wednesday if the Biden administration would sever U.S. aid to an Israeli military unit accused of human rights abuses, Jake Sullivan, the national security adviser, said the matter was for the State Department to decide and that the White House would not intervene.



The State Department 
is weighing action
 against the Israeli military battalion, Netzah Yehuda, under 
a U.S. law
 that bars American equipment, funds and training from going to foreign military units found to have committed gross human rights violations. The unit has been investigated in Israel for crimes in the West Bank predating the Oct. 7 Hamas-led attacks against Israel.



Reporting was contributed by 
Catie Edmondson
, 
Robert Jimison
, 
Raja Abdulrahim
, 
Ameera Harouda
 and 
Shashank Bengali
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/world/middleeast/israel-us-aid.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            International
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Obituaries
          
        

      

      National

      
        Homeless Georgians Could Face Hurdles to Voting Under New Legislation
        A provision in an election bill would bar homeless voters from receiving mail-in ballots and election information at shelters or other temporary addresses.

      

      
        College Protesters Make Divestment From Israel a Rallying Cry
        The campaign is likely to have a negligible impact on the companies or Israel, but activists see divestment as a clear way to force colleges to take action on the issue.

      

      
        During a Chaotic Day, Columbia's President Fights for Her Job
        Nemat Shafik, the university's leader, met privately with faculty members, who could soon decide to admonish her. Columbia's board, though, made its support clear.

      

      
        Bucking G.O.P. Isolationists, McConnell Was Linchpin in Winning Ukraine Aid
        The leader said he often "felt like I was the only Reagan Republican left" as he pushed back on rising forces in his party arguing against American intervention in foreign affairs.

      

      
        Biden Says Weapons Will Flow to Ukraine Within Hours as He Signs Aid Bill
        The $95.3 billion measure comes after months of gridlock in Congress that put the centerpiece of President Biden's foreign policy in jeopardy.

      

      
        Here's What's in the Foreign Aid Package That Is About to Become Law
        Assistance for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan is paired with legislation to impose fresh rounds of sanctions on Iran and Russia and a measure that could lead to a ban on TikTok in the United States.

      

      
        Grandmother Becomes Second Patient to Receive Kidney From Gene-Edited Pig
        NYU Langone Health surgeons performed the transplant after implanting a mechanical heart pump in the severely ill patient.

      

      
        Arizona House Votes to Repeal 1864 Abortion Law
        The almost-complete ban on abortions in the state could go into effect as soon as June 8 if the State Legislature does not repeal it, the state's attorney general said.

      

      
        In Immunity Case, Trump Can Lose in Ways That Amount to a Win
        After the justices hear arguments on Thursday, how they decide may be just as important as what they decide.

      

      
        Trump's Immunity Claim Joins His Plans to Increase Executive Power
        The former president is asking the Supreme Court to put the presidency above criminal law as he pursues a broader agenda of expanding the office's power should he win the election.

      

      
        Mayor Adams Walks Back Budget Cuts Many Saw as Unnecessary
        The mayor released a revised $111.6 billion budget, which included $2.3 billion that would restore some funding for schools and cultural institutions.

      

      
        McCormick and Casey Win Senate Primaries, Setting Up Battle in Pennsylvania
        Senator Bob Casey, the Democratic incumbent, will face David McCormick, a wealthy businessman whose first run for Senate was torpedoed by former President Donald J. Trump.

      

      
        Summer Lee, 'Squad' Member, Wins Democratic House Primary in Pennsylvania
        A first-term representative, Ms. Lee defeated a centrist Democrat in a race that centered on her opposition to the war in Gaza.

      

      
        Congress Passed a Bill That Could Ban TikTok. Now Comes the Hard Part.
        President Biden has signed the bill to force a sale of the video app or ban it. Now the law faces court challenges, a shortage of qualified buyers and Beijing's hostility.
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Homeless Georgians Could Face Hurdles to Voting Under New Legislation



A provision in an election bill would bar homeless voters from receiving mail-in ballots and election information at shelters or other temporary addresses.




William Dupree, a 70-year old Army veteran, at his dormitory in the Gateway Center homeless shelter. Mr. Dupree is one of about 500 voters registered at the center's address.




By Nick Corasaniti


Apr 24, 2024


After more than 40 years of struggling with drug addiction and homelessness, Barry Dupree has a distinct memory of a milestone in his recovery: casting a ballot in the 2020 election.



"I felt like a human being, I felt like I was part of the world," Mr. Dupree, 64, said. He had gotten sober and found shelter at Gateway Center in Fulton County. "I felt as though my word was listened to, my suggestion of who I wanted was heard."



There are thousands of voters like Mr. Dupree across Georgia and the country, those experiencing homelessness who are able to vote with the proper identification. They receive election related-mail at shelters, relatives' addresses, temporary locations or P.O. boxes, and the vast majority vote in person.



A single-sentence provision in a new election bill in Georgia could complicate voting for some of the state's homeless population. The bill, which has passed both chambers of the State Legislature and is awaiting Gov. Brian Kemp's signature, would require all election-related mail for those "homeless and without a permanent address" -- such as registration cards, sample ballots and absentee ballots -- to be sent to the county registrar office.




"I felt like a human being, I felt like I was part of the world," Barry Dupree, 64, said of voting. Mr. Dupree, who now lives in his own apartment, voted in the 2020 election while living at Gateway Center.




The full impact of the change is unclear. Under the bill, voters who are homeless would need to go to the county registrar's office to see if their registration was up-to-date, to learn about a change in a polling location or request and receive an absentee ballot. Voters with a permanent residence would receive information like this at their homes.



If there were no changes or additional documentation required for their registration, they would still be able to vote in person. It was unclear whether the changes applied to people in domestic abuse shelters or other temporary housing.



For many homeless voters, an additional trip to the government office can constitute a heavy burden, voting rights groups and homeless activists say. It could create unnecessary and long travel times, taxing an already chronically poor population, and cause confusion for voters who have a low voting propensity and an even lower access to news and information.



"I think it would make it incredibly difficult for many in the homeless population, because of transportation and where those facilities might be located," said Donald H. Whitehead Jr., the executive director for the National Coalition for the Homeless, a nonprofit group. "A lot of shelters are in rural locations with limited transportation, so if someone was needing to go to this one specific location, it is really problematic."



State Senator Max Burns, the Republican sponsor of the bill, did not respond to requests for comment. Garrison Douglas, a spokesman for Mr. Kemp, a Republican, said that the office was still reviewing the legislation.



It's difficult to know how many homeless people typically vote in Georgia. One estimate by Fair Fight, the voting rights organization founded by Stacey Abrams, the former Democratic state representative, there were roughly 7,500 people who had registered to vote using a homeless shelter as their address in the five biggest counties in the state. More than 1,500 of those voted in recent elections, the group found.



The 2020 presidential race in Georgia was decided by less than 12,000 votes.




Raphael Holloway, the chief executive at Gateway Center, said the organization encourages civil engagement as part of its case management and care.




The Department of Housing and Urban Development 
estimated that there were 582,500 people experiencing homelessness in 2022
. A 2012 study by the National Coalition for the Homeless found that roughly 
10 percent of registered voters
 who are homeless cast a ballot in that election. For comparison, 71 percent of adults over 65 voted in the 2012 election, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau
.



Aside from the homelessness provision, the new legislation largely focuses on election administration. It requires new voting technology and makes it easier for a voter to challenge another voter's eligibility. Activists have criticized the bill as unnecessary and rooted in debunked theories about Democrats committing rampant voter fraud.



"It's part of a time-honored tradition in Georgia: block the vote by any means necessary to hold onto power," said Dr. Carol Anderson, a board member of Fair Fight Action.



Raphael Holloway, the chief executive at Gateway Center, said the organization encourages civil engagement, as part of its case management and care, "whether that's through volunteerism, and or through civic engagement through becoming a registered voter." He said the shelter had about 500 voters registered at its address.



William Dupree, a 70-year old Army veteran, is one of those. He became homeless in August after he, his wife and his grandchildren were priced out of their old apartment, he said. While at Gateway, Mr. Dupree has sought to stay engaged, tuning into a virtual town hall held by his congresswoman from the Gateway dormitory.



The new bill, he said, could make his civic participation harder.



"It would, it would," he said. "Because they try to change everything, like every election, there's a rule change. And the bigger the election, the more impact of a lot of the changes."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/us/politics/georgia-voting-bill-homeless.html
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College Protesters Make Divestment From Israel a Rallying Cry



The campaign is likely to have a negligible impact on the companies or Israel, but activists see divestment as a clear way to force colleges to take action on the issue.




Demonstrators at Columbia University in New York are demanding that the school sell its holdings in funds and businesses activists say are profiting from Israel's invasion of Gaza.




By Santul Nerkar


Apr 24, 2024


As they gathered near the guarded gates of Columbia University in Upper Manhattan on Tuesday, a hundred or so protesters began to chant: "Disclose, divest, we will not stop, we will not rest."



"Divest" is a demand that has been repeated, on banners, in editorials in student newspapers and during rallies that are sweeping across campuses now gripped by a wave of pro-Palestinian activism.



What it actually means has varied in scope, and level of detail. At Yale and Cornell, students have called on the universities to stop investing in weapons manufacturers. Columbia students are demanding the sale of holdings in funds and businesses that activists say are profiting from Israel's invasion of Gaza, and the longer-term occupation of Palestinian lands -- including Google, which has a large contract with the Israeli government, and Airbnb, which allows listings in Israeli settlements on the occupied West Bank.



Researchers say the impact of any divestment would ultimately be negligible on the businesses and on Israel. They add that if universities give up votes as shareholders at the companies, divestment could even be counterproductive in pressuring companies to change their practices.



Universities have so far rebuffed exhortations to divest. Defenders of Israel say these calls are unfair to a country that is under threat of attack, and antisemitic because they target the only Jewish-majority nation in the world. That's a long-running accusation against the "boycott, divestment, sanctions" movement targeting the country.
But the pro-Palestinian activists, many of whom are Jewish, see divestment as a clear and achievable way to force colleges to take action on the issue, an important symbolic victory and one that would raise awareness of their concerns. They cite the success of past efforts, including how students in the 1980s lobbied their universities to divest from companies that did business in apartheid South Africa, as well as from fossil fuel companies.



"First and foremost, we want the effect to be for Columbia, because that's what we have power over," said Ray Guerrero, a graduate student at Columbia's School of Public Health who is an organizer with Columbia University Apartheid Divest, a student-led movement. "But we hope this expands, so these companies understand what the ramifications are."



South Africa is a precedent.



The universities facing these calls have enormous endowments, in the billions of dollars, that are invested across financial markets, in stocks, real-estate, and large investment funds.



Divesting, simply put, means selling holdings, often those that are objectionable.



One often-cited example took place in the 1980s, targeting companies that did business with South Africa, which was under apartheid rule. Columbia made headlines when it sold $39 million of stock it held in companies including Coca-Cola, Ford Motor and Mobil Oil following 
weeks of sit-in protests
 from students on its campus.



Other schools followed suit. In total, more than 150 universities divested from companies doing business in South Africa, part of a tapestry of penalties levied against the country.



Students today see parallels in the actions of the Israeli government in Gaza and the occupied West Bank.
Ariela Rosenzweig, a senior at Brown University who has called for the school to divest from companies tied to Israel, said she hoped the movement would lead to a cascading effect of not just universities but other parts of society withdrawing support for Israel.



"I'm a member of this community, and I don't want this particular community to be profiting from apartheid, from war, from genocide," she said, referring to Brown.



But compared with the 1980s, universities have less direct control over their investments, opting instead for asset managers to oversee portfolios, which are increasingly invested in private equity and hedge funds. Some university administrators have also made the point that very little -- if any -- of their endowments is actively invested in companies that could be linked to Israel.



"We are not going to actively or directly invest in any weapons manufacturers, arms manufacturers or defense contractors," said Jane Dietze, the chief investment officer of Brown, at a November town hall, 
as reported by
 The Brown Daily Herald.




Students at Columbia in the 1980s protested the school's investments in companies that were operating in South Africa.




A wide range of companies are being targeted.



Last week The 
Cornell Daily Sun
 endorsed calls for the university to divest from arms manufacturers directly involved in Israel's campaign.



"Cornell should in no way support a war that has been waged with callous disregard for civilian lives," the paper wrote.



At Columbia, by comparison, students are calling for divestment of stakes in a number of companies that aren't so directly involved in warfare, including Caterpillar, Google and Airbnb.



Caterpillar's ties to Israel have been scrutinized for decades, and were heightened after 2003, when an armored bulldozer manufactured by the company for the Israeli military ran over the American pro-Palestinian activist Rachel Corrie, crushing her to death, as she sought to stop the 
demolition of Palestinian homes
 in Gaza.



Google has faced fierce protests from some of its own employees over a contract with the Israeli government for cloud services, while Airbnb is on the list because it has offered 
listings
 to visitors in Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank, which are deemed illegal by many nations.



The amount of money being targeted isn't a large share of what is publicly known about these endowments. The investments listed by Columbia University Apartheid Divest as objectionable amount to less than one-tenth of 1 percent of Columbia's $13.6 billion endowment. The students are also demanding greater transparency from the university on its private holdings to get a better sense of its overall investment in Israel.



Also on the list is an investor whose holdings are more transparent: BlackRock, the world's largest asset manager, which owns shares of virtually every publicly traded company through its exchange-traded funds.



Activists at the University of California, Berkeley, as well as those at Columbia have pointed to the asset manager's holdings in weapons manufacturers as reasons to divest from its funds.



According to the website Weapon Free Funds, which calls on investors to get money out of weapons stocks, only around 3 percent of BlackRock's Core S&P 500 ETF is invested in "military contractors," including Raytheon and Boeing.



Caterpillar, Google and Airbnb did not respond to requests for comment. BlackRock declined to comment.



Does divestment work?



The answer depends on how you define success.



Witold Henisz, vice dean and faculty head of the environmental, social and governance initiative at Wharton Business School, said that if the goal of divestment is to achieve a particular social goal through changing company behavior, it is likely to fail.



Mr. Henisz pointed to research that has found little to no impact of university divestments on firm behavior. He added that if an organization like a university was selling its stake in a company against its values, the buyer would likely care less about the issue than the university would. In turn, that means the new stakeholder will exert less pressure on the company to change its practices on an issue like selling arms to Israel.



But he added that if the goal of divestment was more broadly defined as part of a coalition of efforts to change hearts and minds, then it could be successful.



"If the goal is to mobilize a movement, to demonstrate moral outrage, campaigns sometimes are effective," Mr. Henisz said.



Nonetheless, pro-Palestinian activists say the movement to divest has as much to do with ending their institutions' complicity in atrocities as it does with changing the behavior of companies.



"If Columbia's investments are so small as to not make a material impact, then why do we have them at all?" said Vayne Ong, a second-year doctoral student in history at the university. "There should be zero dollars, period, invested in any kind of genocide."



Colleges aren't budging yet.



So far, universities have flatly refused to adjust their holdings in response to student agitation. Some administrators have met with students demanding divestment, but the overarching message has been that they will not alter their portfolios or sell assets linked to Israel.



In a 
statement
 released last week, Yale said that it would not be divesting from weapons manufacturing because it did not "meet the threshold of grave social injury" that was necessary for divestment, according to the school's Corporation Committee on Investor Responsibility, or C.C.I.R. The school said it had offered to provide students an avenue to speak with trustees, but those talks fell through Sunday.



Other universities that have refused to divest from Israel include Michigan State -- whose Board of Trustees 
said
 it would not consider divestment "of any kind" earlier this month -- as well as the 
University of Michigan
 and 
American University
.



Student protesters have submitted proposals of divestment to organizations like Yale's C.C.I.R., which seeks to ensure that the school's investments are made in an ethical way. But the decision ultimately falls to university boards and presidents. At Brown, such a committee recommended in 2020 that the university divest from certain companies that "profit from human rights abuses in Palestine," but the university president, Christina Paxson, refused to move the proposal forward.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/business/college-protesters-divestment-israel.html
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During a Chaotic Day, Columbia's President Fights for Her Job  



Nemat Shafik, the university's leader, met privately with faculty members, who could soon decide to admonish her. Columbia's board, though, made its support clear.




Students praying on Tuesday night at an encampment at Columbia University. On Wednesday, protesters and university officials disagreed over what was said during their talks.




By Stephanie Saul, Alan Blinder and Liset Cruz


Apr 24, 2024


Nemat Shafik, Columbia University's besieged president, faced skeptics on Wednesday in a meeting with the university senate that could vote to censure her over her handling of protests on the Upper Manhattan campus.



Dr. Shafik, who last week called in the police officers who made more than 100 arrests while they cleared a student protest encampment, is facing mounting calls for her resignation, including from House Speaker Mike Johnson, who visited Columbia on Wednesday. If Dr. Shafik ultimately remains atop Columbia, her meeting with the university senate made plain that it will likely be as a scarred figure.



Dr. Shafik defended her choice to summon the New York authorities to campus, according to three people who attended the meeting at the law school. But, according to two of those people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe a private meeting, Dr. Shafik used part of her roughly hourlong appearance to acknowledge that the decision to bring in the police had exacerbated the problems. She said she believed, though, that it was necessary for the safety of protesting students. 



The group could vote on a censure as soon as Friday, but some senators were discussing the possibility of pursuing a more moderate course in the aftermath of Wednesday's meeting.



Although predicting the outcome of a university senate vote is an inexact science -- the body includes in excess of 100 faculty members, students, alumni and administrators from a wide range of academic disciplines -- a draft censure resolution was unsparing. In it, Dr. Shafik was accused of violating fundamental rules by ignoring a 13-member senate executive committee that had unanimously rejected her request to ask the police onto campus.



By calling in the police anyway, the resolution said, Dr. Shafik had endangered both the welfare and the futures of the arrested students. Dr. Shafik had already angered many at Columbia with her testimony on Capitol Hill on April 17, when she tried to placate Republican lawmakers but provoked outrage on campus, in part for not robustly defending academic freedom. 



Carol Garber, a professor of biobehavioral sciences, said Wednesday's meeting included the voices of many senate members who were "upset and hurt," with many "unhappy with some of the statements" Dr. Shafik made in Washington.



Protest management is a particularly resonant matter for modern Columbia presidents, professors and students, who have known well how Grayson L. Kirk's tenure came to a turbulent close after widespread criticism of his handling of demonstrations in 1968.



To some of Dr. Shafik's critics, her choice last week echoed that strategy and should yield a similar outcome.



So far, the university senate is not expected to call for Dr. Shafik's removal, with a censure vote meant to signal serious disapproval, not a demand for an ouster. Some senators fear allowing outsiders too great a voice in university affairs. And another draft of the resolution was in the works that stopped short of a censure but was described as more of an expression of disapproval with the administration. 



"It really isn't a precedent any academic institution wants to set," Dr. Garber said in an interview. "We shouldn't be bullied by someone in Congress. If something happens on Friday, are we capitulating to an outside force?"



But to many people on campus, Columbia has already done so -- whether by allowing protesters, for now, to rebuild their encampment or by turning to the police last week. 



And on Wednesday, it was far from settled how long the resurrected protest zone would last, or whether Columbia would again seek arrests.



Not even 12 hours after Columbia's predawn assertion of progress in its negotiations with the demonstrators, a protest leader all but dismissed some of the university's claims. 



To extend talks, according to the university, the protesters agreed to remove a significant number of the tents erected on the lawn. Columbia also said the protesters had pledged that non-students would leave the encampment, and that they would bar discriminatory or harassing language among the demonstrators.



But on Wednesday morning, an organizer announced to other students at the encampment that they would not be "doing the university's job of removing people from this camp for them," insisting that demonstrators would not become "cops to each other." And the organizer declared that the protesters were "committed to staying here and having people stay here."



University officials did not respond to a request for comment on Wednesday about the protest leader's remarks at the encampment, which some demonstrators said they expected to be free of police activity until at least Friday. But Columbia has set an early Friday deadline for an agreement and left open the possibility of dismantling the camp using "alternative options."



Protesters and university officials were also at odds over what was said during their urgent talks. A student group, which had been suspended by the university, insisted that administrators had suggested that the National Guard could be deployed to campus, a tactic Mr. Johnson urged after he met with Dr. Shafik on Wednesday.



Protesters say their vigil has been peaceful. And a spokeswoman for Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York noted that the governor said publicly she had no plans to send the Guard onto the campus.



Ben Chang, a spokesman for Columbia, said the claim that the university threatened that the Guard could be deployed was "completely baseless." 



Separately on Wednesday, Columbia's board defended Dr. Shafik, saying in a statement that it "strongly supports President Shafik as she steers the university through this extraordinarily challenging time."



The board added, "During the search process for this role, President Shafik told us that she would always take a thoughtful approach to resolving conflict, balancing the disparate voices that make up a vibrant campus like Columbia's, while taking a firm stance against hatred, harassment and discrimination. That's exactly what she's doing now."



The events at Columbia are at the center of a spate of unrest rocking campuses from California to Connecticut as the end of the semester approaches. Across the country, administrators have struggled to balance principles like open debate with the need to protect Jewish students. Some demonstrations have included hate speech, threats or support for Hamas, the armed group based in Gaza that led attacks on Israel on Oct. 7, sparking the war that has left tens of thousands of people dead.



Brown University said it had warned about 90 students Wednesday morning that their new encampment broke university rules and that they faced school discipline. At California State Polytechnic University, Humboldt, dozens of protesters occupied a building on the campus, which has been closed since Monday. And on the other end of the state, at the University of Southern California, about 100 protesters set up an encampment, which security officials quickly moved to dismantle.



But many other campuses, even ones that had seen protests earlier in the week, were largely quiet, with students and professors alike preparing for final exams.



At Columbia, the encampment on Wednesday at times seemed far quieter than it had, especially when Dr. Shafik's first deadline had loomed. 



Tents that protesters frantically broke down Tuesday night stood pitched again. A group of Muslim students prayed together, and protesters passed through a canopy to get food from Dunkin' and Popeyes.



At each entrance to the encampment, demonstrators stood guard. Not far away, Columbia's preparations for commencement went on.
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Bucking G.O.P. Isolationists, McConnell Was Linchpin in Winning Ukraine Aid



The leader said he often "felt like I was the only Reagan Republican left" as he pushed back on rising forces in his party arguing against American intervention in foreign affairs.




The overwhelming approval of Ukraine aid delivered Senator Mitch McConnell another hard-fought legislative win in a long career of bare-knuckle victories, bitter losses and partisan maneuvering.




By Carl Hulse


Apr 24, 2024


Senator Mitch McConnell does not give much away even in the most private of settings.



So it was notable when the typically inscrutable Republican leader asked to speak first at an Oval Office session with President Biden and other congressional leaders called in late February to pressure Speaker Mike Johnson into putting military assistance to Ukraine up for a floor vote.



The thinking was that Mr. Johnson, the novice Republican leader whose right-wing members were threatening to oust him from the speakership if he moved ahead with the aid to Kyiv, would be more inclined to listen to a fellow Republican like Mr. McConnell than to pleas from Mr. Biden or the Democratic congressional leaders, Senator Chuck Schumer and Representative Hakeem Jeffries.



"I wasn't trying to convince Johnson of anything other than we had a time problem," Mr. McConnell said in an interview on Tuesday, recounting the White House meeting and his message that help for Ukraine could not wait for Mr. Johnson's political problems to sort themselves out. "I didn't think we had time to fool around."



Mr. McConnell did not get immediate results. It took almost two more months and some legislative circuity. But Mr. Johnson finally acted last week and the House 
sent the aid package to the Senate
, which 
followed suit on Tuesday night
 in overwhelmingly approving more than $60 billion in assistance for beleaguered Ukraine after months of delay and political strife.



The resounding vote delivered Mr. McConnell yet another hard-fought legislative win in a long career of bare-knuckle victories, bitter losses and partisan maneuvering. But for once it was not the Democrats he was battling.



Instead, it was powerful forces within his own party who regard America's role in the world much differently from Mr. McConnell's expansive view and consider him badly out of step with contemporary Republicanism and base voters.



"Obviously this was a Republican problem," said Mr. McConnell, who suggested he was initially caught off guard by the rise of isolationism in the party of Ronald Reagan and his mantra of "peace through strength." "For most of this time, I sort of felt like I was the only Reagan Republican left."



It is a stark observation coming from a leader who presided over the rightward lurch of his party under former President Donald J. Trump, whose "America First" viewpoint drove the opposition in Congress to aiding Ukraine. Having 
bolstered Mr. Trump
 during his presidency, Mr. McConnell found himself having to push back on the very forces he helped to legitimize.



For Mr. McConnell, defending Ukraine against Russian aggression was a historic imperative that rose far above the standard congressional bickering, and something he regarded as a defining pursuit as he prepares to give up the leadership position 
he has held for nearly two decades
. He was determined to see the fight through, he said, "not only for us, but for the whole democratic world."



Members of both parties argue that the aid would have never been approved without Mr. McConnell's unrelenting push for the money and his refusal to give up at multiple points when it looked as if there was little hope for success and conventional wisdom said the aid was a dead letter.



"He had a spine of steel and would not give into the pressure from those in our caucus who did not have the depth of understanding of the stakes and who had reached different conclusions," said Senator Susan Collins, Republican of Maine, who accompanied Mr. McConnell on a trip to Ukraine in 2022 that he used 
as a backdrop to make a forceful case for the aid
 to skeptics in his party. "Mitch was steadfast and unwavering."



"I give him a huge amount of credit," Mr. Schumer said of his Republican counterpart, a man he has clashed with for years over spending, federal policy and the courts. "We were shoulder to shoulder on this."



As he considered the past few months, Mr. McConnell said he was able to not only stem the internal tide of isolationism, but also win over some wavering Republicans. He did so in part by hammering away at his argument that Russia needed to be stopped in Ukraine and that America's role was vital internationally. He also picked up some G.O.P. support by making the case that arming Ukraine would create jobs at home as American companies would be called upon to manufacture new weapons to make up for those being sent to Kyiv.



In the end, Mr. McConnell gained nine G.O.P. votes in support of Ukraine from an earlier showdown on the issue, delivering a total of 31 Republican votes for passing the package -- well over half of his ranks.



"We've gained strength," Mr. McConnell said. "I think we have successfully pushed back against the completely nonsensical arguments that have been made, in my opinion. I think we turned the corner."



But Mr. McConnell did not convert all of his members by any means. Fifteen Republicans opposed the legislation, aligning themselves with Mr. Trump. Many of those opponents obliquely castigated Mr. McConnell for going along with Democrats in what Senator Eric Schmitt, a freshman Republican from Missouri, characterized as legislation that "is on a collision course with history and the will of the American people."



"We are witnessing the swamp at its worst," said Senator Tommy Tuberville, Republican of Alabama and another opponent of the legislation.



Mr. McConnell shrugged off such complaints, saying he has been willing to break from some in his party when he deemed it necessary, such as on spending issues and raising the debt limit.



"Only rarely have I benefited from a united conference," he said. "So yeah, there are different points of view."



Mr. McConnell did say that the split among his members over Ukraine did not contribute to his decision to step out of leadership next year.



"It didn't have anything to do with this," he said. "I've been doing this for 18 years and I was 82 years old and I thought it was time to go in a different direction."



People close to Mr. McConnell, who had some serious health episodes last year, said his decision to give up his leadership post seemed to have taken some weight off his shoulders. And he seemed liberated by the Senate vote on Tuesday night, taking far more questions than usual at a news conference immediately afterward.



He pinned some of the blame for Republican opposition to Ukraine on the "demonization" of the country by the conservative media personality Tucker Carlson -- a pointed jab he might have avoided in the past.



Mr. McConnell said he is far from done when it comes to being outspoken and promoting America's role in the world, saying he intends to be heavily engaged on foreign policy issues, pushing for more military spending and calling out those who are wrong -- even if they are fellow Republicans.



"No question about it, I'll have more latitude," he said about his future outside leadership in the remaining two years of his term. "When you are in this job, first of all you have to take a lot of arrows. Second, you don't attack your members either on or off the record. And that's the way I have operated for 18 years. So in that sense I feel free to pursue my interests."



"I'm hoping," he said, "people will care what I say because I used to be leader."
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Biden Says Weapons Will Flow to Ukraine Within Hours as He Signs Aid Bill



The $95.3 billion measure comes after months of gridlock in Congress that put the centerpiece of President Biden's foreign policy in jeopardy.



By Zolan Kanno-Youngs


Apr 24, 2024


President Biden said on Wednesday that weapons would begin to flow to Ukraine "within hours" as he signed a $95.3 billion package of aid to Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan, reaffirming U.S. support for Kyiv after months of congressional gridlock put the centerpiece of the White House's foreign policy in jeopardy.



In remarks from the White House, Mr. Biden said the foreign aid package would strengthen national security.



"It's going to make the world safer," he said. "And it continues America's leadership in the world, and everyone knows it."



The Senate voted overwhelmingly
 to approve the package on Tuesday night after increasingly divisive politics raised questions on Capitol Hill and among U.S. allies about whether the United States would continue to back Kyiv against Russia's military assault. The 79-to-18 vote provided Mr. Biden with another legislative accomplishment to point to, even in the face of an obstructionist House.



The 
Pentagon said
 it would rush the first $1 billion in aid to Ukraine, including shoulder-fired Stinger surface-to-air missiles and other air defense munitions, 155-millimeter shells, Javelin anti-tank guided missiles and cluster munitions.



"In the next few hours -- literally, the few hours -- we're going to begin sending in equipment to Ukraine," Mr. Biden said.



But even as he praised the infusion of funding on Wednesday, Mr. Biden said the process should have "been easier, and should have gotten there sooner."



"It was a difficult path," he said. "But in the end we did what America always does. We rose to the moment."



The measure comes as Mr. Biden faces backlash in the United States over his support for Israel in the war in Gaza. The Israeli government's campaign in Gaza has killed tens of thousands of people and created a hunger crisis there.



"My commitment to Israel," Mr. Biden said, "is ironclad."



Mr. Biden's critics on the left are angry about his willingness to provide more weapons to Israel, though the legislation also includes $1 billion for humanitarian aid that the president said would be sent quickly to Gaza.



"Israel must make sure this aid reaches all of the Palestinians in Gaza, without delay," Mr. Biden said.



The president's signature capped a long road for the White House, one of 
careful political maneuvering
 with a new House speaker who faced vehement opposition from the far right of the Republican Party over helping Ukraine.



"Imagine if instead we had failed," Mr. Biden said as he admonished "MAGA Republicans" for allowing Ukrainian officials to run low on artillery.



"It's a good day for world peace," he said.



The White House first sent a request for the security package in October, but Republicans -- many of them egged on by former President Donald J. Trump -- said the United States was bearing too much of the burden. Mr. Trump, who has long expressed admiration for President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, has made clear that he would not back Ukraine if he wins in November.



U.S. officials have acknowledged that the six-month delay put Ukraine at a disadvantage in its fight against Russia.



"The Russians have slowly but successfully taken more ground from the Ukrainians and pushed them back against their first, second and, in some places, their third line of defense," John F. Kirby, a spokesman for Mr. Biden's National Security Council, said on Tuesday on Air Force One. "The short answer is: Yes, there absolutely has been damage in the last several months."



The White House strategy in recent months involved impressing upon members of Congress -- and the American people -- that Ukraine could lose the war without the desperately needed aid.



Mr. Biden instructed his top aides to avoid publicly criticizing Speaker Mike Johnson but instead to provide him with regular security briefings on the risks of not sending aid, according to senior administration officials. The officials asked for anonymity to discuss internal deliberations.



Jake Sullivan, the national security adviser, assured Mr. Johnson in one call last October that the United States would track all the aid after the speaker called for more accountability over the security assistance.



Mr. Biden's aides even went as far to ask President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine and retired American generals to call Mr. Johnson directly to make their case.



Still, for months Mr. Johnson and right-wing Republicans refused to consider aid to Ukraine unless Mr. Biden agreed to measures that would crack down on immigration at the southern border of the United States.



Officials in the White House grew hopeful when Senate Democrats 
agreed to legislation
 that would pair border security with the Ukraine aid in February. But Republicans took a cue from Mr. Trump, who wanted to deny Mr. Biden an election year victory, and rejected the proposal.



Last month, as the aid remained stuck in gridlock, Mr. Sullivan 
made a secret mission to Kyiv
, keeping the issue in the headlines.



With prospects for the aid looking increasingly grim, Mr. Biden directed his staff to ensure that intelligence briefings were made available to the Republicans.



Mr. Johnson has said that those briefings, led by William J. Burns, the C.I.A. director, were a crucial factor in winning over his support.



The aid is 
broken up into four pieces
: a measure for each of the three U.S. allies and another meant to sweeten the deal for conservatives that includes a provision that could result in a nationwide ban on TikTok.



The bill includes $60.8 billion for Ukraine; $26.4 billion for Israel and humanitarian aid for civilians in conflict zones, including Gaza; and $8.1 billion for the Indo-Pacific region. It also includes sanctions against Iranian and Russian officials.



The House also added a provision that would require the president to seek repayment from the Ukrainian government of $10 billion. The idea to give some of the aid to Ukraine in the form of a loan was another example of the 
influence Mr. Trump has over Congress
.



Mr. Trump has called to make any future aid to Ukraine a loan. In the private conversations with Mr. Johnson, White House officials told the speaker they supported the added provisions if it meant passing the foreign aid.
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Here's What's in the Foreign Aid Package That Is About to Become Law



Assistance for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan is paired with legislation to impose fresh rounds of sanctions on Iran and Russia and a measure that could lead to a ban on TikTok in the United States.




A Ukrainian artillery crew with an American-made M777 howitzer in 2022. The new foreign aid package includes billions of dollars for the purchase of U.S. defense systems, which Ukrainian officials have said for months are badly needed.




By Robert Jimison


Apr 23, 2024


The Senate on Tuesday approved a $95.3 billion foreign aid package for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan that had been stalled in Congress for months.



The legislation, a version of which passed the Senate in February with bipartisan support, passed 79 to 18, reflecting widespread backing in both parties.



To steer around opposition from right-wing Republicans in the House, Speaker Mike Johnson, Republican of Louisiana, used a convoluted plan to pass it over the weekend. He broke the package into three pieces for each of the countries -- allowing different coalitions to back each one -- and added a fourth bill that includes a new round of sanctions on Iran and a measure to require the sale of TikTok by its Chinese owner or ban it in the United States. After passage, all four were folded together into one bill and sent to the Senate.



Final approval by the Senate sends it to President Biden, who said he would sign it on Wednesday.



Here is what the foreign aid package contains:



$60.8 billion for Ukraine



Military funding for Ukraine makes up the largest part of the package, totaling $60.8 billion. A sizable amount is set aside to "replenish American defense stockpiles" and it grants billions for the purchase of U.S. defense systems, which Ukrainian officials have said for months are badly needed.



The bill closely mirrors the original Senate package, but the House added a requirement for the Biden administration to send more American-made missiles known as long-range ATACMS to Kyiv. The United States 
previously supplied
 Ukraine with a cluster-munition version of the missiles, after President Biden overcame his longstanding reluctance to providing the weapons and permitted the Pentagon to deliver them covertly.



Another provision included by the House directs the president to seek repayment of $10 billion in economic assistance, a concept supported by former President Donald J. Trump, who has pushed for any aid to Kyiv to be in the form of a loan. But the bill also allows the president to forgive those loans starting in 2026.



$26.4 billion for Israel and aid for Palestinians



The bill sends roughly $15 billion in military aid to Israel as the country continues its offensive against Hamas in Gaza and weighs a response to attacks from Iran. It prioritizes defensive capabilities, providing more than $5 billion to replenish the Iron Dome, David's Sling and Iron Beam defense systems. An additional $2.4 billion is directed to current U.S. military operations in the region.



Another $9 billion goes to "worldwide humanitarian aid," including for civilians in Gaza. Like the Senate bill, the package bars funding from going to UNRWA, the main United Nations agency that provides aid to Palestinians in Gaza. It does not put any conditions on military aid, a sticking point for some left-wing Democrats who have become more vocal in their calls to force the Israeli government to modify its military tactics in Gaza.



$8.1 billion for Taiwan and other allies



A third piece provides $8.1 billion in aid for Taiwan and other U.S. allies in the Indo-Pacific region to counter China. The House attached a provision allowing the Pentagon to quickly provide Taiwan with more offensive weapons and provides billions more for the purchase of advanced U.S. weapons technology as the U.S. and Taiwanese governments continue to build up their alliances to deter China from invading the island.



A sweetener bill



A fourth part of the package, added by the House, includes several Republican priorities that Mr. Johnson cobbled together to make the aid package more palatable to members of his own party.



One piece redirects funds from seized Russian assets to offset American aid to Ukraine. Republicans who back the plan say it will ensure that Russia's president, Vladimir V. Putin, is held financially accountable for the war.



American allies, including France and Germany, have been skeptical about the viability of such a move under international law. They have instead been pushing for a solution that uses the proceeds on the interest from the nearly $300 billion of frozen Russian assets to give to Ukraine directly, either in the form of loans or as collateral to borrow money.



The bill also imposes sanctions on Iranian and Russian officials and further limit the export of U.S. technology used to make Iranian drones.



And it includes legislation to force the parent company of TikTok, the popular social media app, to 
sell the platform or face a ban in the United States
. It mirrors 
a bill that the House passed last month
. But it includes an option to extend the deadline for a sale to nine months from the original six, and allows the president to extend it for another 90 days if progress toward a sale is being made.



Catie Edmondson
 and 
Alan Rappeport
 contributed reporting.
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Grandmother Becomes Second Patient to Receive Kidney From Gene-Edited Pig



NYU Langone Health surgeons performed the transplant after implanting a mechanical heart pump in the severely ill patient.




Lisa Pisano, the recipient of a genetically modified pig kidney, shared photos on her phone while recovering from her surgeries.




By Roni Caryn Rabin


Apr 24, 2024


A severely ill 54-year-old woman earlier this month became the second person to receive a kidney transplanted from a genetically modified pig, surgeons at NYU Langone Health in New York announced on Wednesday.



The patient, who had both heart failure and kidney failure, was given the organ on April 12, just eight days after receiving a mechanical heart pump. Surgical teams at NYU Langone carried out the two procedures over the course of nine days.



The kidney recipient, Lisa Pisano, a native of New Jersey, was at risk of dying without the heart pump, a medical device used in patients who need a heart transplant.



The kidney came from a genetically engineered pig provided by United Therapeutics Corporation, a biotech company. The pig carried a gene for producing a sugar called alpha-gal that had been "knocked out," or blocked.



NYU Langone Health studies have shown that removing the gene reduces the risk of a severe immune reaction in a patient, which can lead to the immediate rejection of an organ transplanted from an animal, a process called xenotransplantation.



The NYU Langone surgeons also placed the pig's thymus gland, which can reprogram the patient's immune system so it doesn't reject the pig's organ, under the transplanted kidney in order to reduce the likelihood of rejection.



The woman, who might have died without the heart pump and was ineligible to receive human organs, which are scarce, because of her advanced disease, said in a statement issued by the hospital that she was eager to gain more time so she could see her grandchildren grow up.



"After I was ruled out for a human transplant, I learned I didn't have a lot of time left," Ms. Pisano said. "My doctors thought there might be a chance I could be approved to receive a gene-edited pig kidney, so I discussed it with my family and my husband."



The first patient to receive a kidney transplant from a gene-edited pig was 
a 62-year-old man at Mass General Brigham in Boston
, who underwent the procedure just last month. That patient, Richard "Rick" Slayman, has already been discharged from the hospital.



Ms. Pisano's case is the first known instance of a patient with a heart pump, also called a left ventricular assist device, receiving an organ transplant of any kind, NYU Langone Health officials said. Kidney failure usually makes patients ineligible to receive a heart pump, because of the high chance of death involved.



The back-to-back surgeries were highly unusual, if not unprecedented, said Dr. Nader Moazami, chief of the division of heart and lung transplantation at N.Y.U. Grossman School of Medicine. He performed the heart pump surgery with Dr. Deane E. Smith on April 4.



"The unique approach is the first time in the world that left ventricular assist device surgery has been done on a dialysis patient with a subsequent plan to transplant a kidney," Dr. Moazami said.



The xenotransplant, which is considered experimental, was cleared by NYU Langone's Institutional Review Board and approved under the Food and Drug Administration's compassionate use, or expanded access, program for patients with severe or life-threatening conditions.



Dr. Robert Montgomery, chair of the department of surgery and director of the NYU Langone Transplant Institute, led the kidney transplant operation. Dr. Montgomery did 
the first xenotransplant of a genetically modified pig's kidney
 in September 2021, when he attached the organ to a brain-dead patient who was being sustained on a ventilator and demonstrated that the organ functioned and produced urine.



He has since performed four similar transplants, including one last year in which a brain-dead patient was monitored for 61 days.
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Arizona Democrats Consider 3rd Attempt to Repeal 1864 Abortion Law



The almost-complete ban on abortions in the state could go into effect as early as June 8, the state's attorney general said.




State Representative Stephanie Stahl Hamilton has introduced a one-sentence measure to repeal Arizona's 1864 abortion ban. 




By Jack Healy


Apr 24, 2024


Democratic lawmakers in Arizona on Wednesday will try for a third time to repeal an 1864 law outlawing abortion, plunging the Republican-controlled State Legislature back into a divisive election-year battle over abortion rights.



The previous attempts to undo the Civil War-era ban ended in chaotic failure after Republican leaders beat back efforts by Democrats and a handful of members of their own party.



Democrats said that this time they were hunting for new support and looking for other maneuvers to bring their repeal measure to a vote. But it was unclear whether any additional Republican lawmakers were willing to defy their own leaders and powerful anti-abortion groups and force a vote in the House, which is narrowly divided.



"There's too much time for second-guessing and too many moving parts," said Representative Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, a Democrat who has introduced a one-sentence measure to repeal the 1864 law. Her bill has yet to get a vote.



The Legislature's unwillingness to undo the law, which has galvanized activists and which many voters call outdated and extreme, has created a rift within the Republican Party. The measure would not go into effect before June 8, said Attorney General Kris Mayes, a Democrat.



Prominent Republicans, including former President Donald J. Trump, have urged the Legislature to scrap the law, hoping to refocus the political conversation on immigration and inflation. But stalwart abortion opponents who hold sway in Arizona have urged Republican state lawmakers not to overturn the ban. They say it is a good law that protects women and babies.



"I am really pleased that we have that law," said State Senator David Farnsworth, a Republican who opposes repeal. "I've been criticized for my stance, but I've always said I'm 100 percent pro-life. I believe strongly in biblical teachings."



So far, not enough Republican lawmakers have been willing to defy their party's leaders and support procedural measures to force a repeal vote.



Political analysts said Republicans who voted to go around their leaders risked alienating their own voters in conservative districts, as well as jeopardizing their other priorities as the Legislature starts working to pass Arizona's annual budget.



The House speaker, Ben Toma, a Republican who cast a decisive vote against a repeal bill last week, has said that he does not support repealing the law. He has significant control over which bills get a hearing or vote.



"I happen to think that abortion is wrong," Mr. Toma said in an 
interview
 last week. "It comes down to: What do I think is right? What is just? What is ethical? And I have made my decision. And I am not going to change my mind."



Even with repeal efforts stalled in the House, Democrats and a handful of Republicans managed to introduce a similar repeal measure in the State Senate. That bill is expected to take a procedural step forward on Wednesday, lawmakers said.



On Tuesday, some lawmakers who support repealing the ban said that they were calling their allies and reaching out to Republicans who might change their votes.



"I've been told we should be able to get it done tomorrow, but anything can happen," Ms. Stahl Hamilton said. "This is particularly frustrating. I don't want to lose my resolve to try and get this done."



The fight over the 1864 ban has consumed Arizona politics since the State Supreme Court revived it on April 9, saying that it could be enforced even though Arizona had also passed a law two years ago that allowed abortions through 15 weeks.



The 1864 law prohibits abortions from the moment of conception, except to save the mother's life. It does not make exceptions for rape or incest.



The court put its ruling temporarily on hold, meaning that abortions have been allowed to continue under the rules that have been in place in Arizona since Roe v. Wade was overturned in 2022. Abortion providers, who face two to five years in prison if convicted under the 1864 law, said they were likely to stop performing all abortions once it takes effect.



But there is growing tension and disagreement over when, exactly, that might be.



Ms. Mayes has said that she will not enforce the law.  She also said that her office was exploring other legal challenges that could delay its implementation beyond June 8.



On Tuesday night, Ms. Mayes asked the State Supreme Court to reconsider its decision on the grounds that Arizona's 15-week law permits abortions up to that point.



The Alliance Defending Freedom, a conservative Christian group that argued in court to uphold the ban, said it believed county prosecutors could start enforcing the law this week.



Because the legislature is meeting only once a week, lawmakers and abortion providers worry that their window is closing rapidly.



"There is a lot of concern," said State Senator Eva Burch, a Democrat and nurse practitioner who gave a speech last month describing how she had to get an abortion to terminate a nonviable pregnancy. "It's a scary time to be a pregnant person in Arizona."
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In Immunity Case, Trump Can Lose in Ways That Amount to a Win



After the justices hear arguments on Thursday, how they decide may be just as important as what they decide.




Former President Donald J. Trump in Michigan this month. If the Supreme Court sends the question of a president's immunity back to a lower court, that might prolong the process past the November election. 




By Adam Liptak


Apr 24, 2024


Most legal experts say that former President Donald J. Trump will face deep skepticism at the Supreme Court on Thursday, when the justices will hear arguments on his claim that he is absolutely immune from prosecution on charges of plotting to subvert the 2020 election.



Mr. Trump would prefer to win, of course. But there are, from his perspective, at least two attractive ways to lose.



One involves the timing of the court's decision, which has 
received substantial attention
 given the relatively leisurely pace it has set for itself in the case. Even if Mr. Trump eventually and categorically loses, each passing week makes it more challenging for Jack Smith, the special counsel in the case, to complete the trial before the election.



The other, which has received less consideration but is no less important, is the possibility that the court's ruling, even if issued promptly, will inject additional legal complications into the case that will take time to sort out.



The indictment accuses Mr. Trump of an array of misconduct, including organizing fake slates of electors; pressuring state officials, the Justice Department and Vice President Mike Pence to help alter the results of the election; and directing supporters to the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.



The Supreme Court is unlikely to embrace the broadest version of Mr. Trump's argument: that all of this was official conduct that cannot be the subject of a criminal prosecution. But the case is complicated enough that the justices may not issue a definitive ruling.



That is what happened in 2020, when another case involving Mr. Trump reached the justices just months before a presidential election. The question was similar to the one the court will consider on Thursday: whether Mr. Trump was entitled to a form of absolute presidential immunity allowing him to block prosecutors from obtaining his tax records.



In July 2020, Mr. Trump 
lost the case
. But the loss was a kind of victory. The court sent the case back to the lower courts for more analysis, running out the clock.



In 
a concurring opinion
, two of Mr. Trump's appointees -- Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, joined by Justice Neil M. Gorsuch -- summarized the court's mixed message this way: "The court today unanimously concludes that a president does not possess absolute immunity from a state criminal subpoena, but also unanimously agrees that this case should be remanded to the district court, where the president may raise constitutional and legal objections to the subpoena as appropriate."



That turned out to be a good way to lose. The case kicked around for more than six months before returning to the Supreme Court in February 2021, when the justices 
issued a final ruling against Mr. Trump
 -- months after the election.



In the case it will hear on Thursday, the Supreme Court could easily follow that approach, ruling against Mr. Trump but ordering lower courts to address other issues. Indeed, if the court is inclined to let judicial history repeat itself, the sentence from Justice Kavanaugh's 2020 concurrence would need only a very light edit.



Norman Eisen
, who served as special counsel to the House Judiciary Committee during Mr. Trump's first impeachment, described what such a decision might say: "Of course there's no absolute immunity. But here's the test for the kind of immunity there is. And we are remanding for further proceedings consistent with this opinion."



That outcome, Mr. Eisen said, "is a good loss for Trump, because that then gives him a vehicle to attempt to achieve more delay."



The Supreme Court issued its decision in the 2020 immunity case on the last day of its term, July 9, about two months after it heard arguments. If the court follows a similar timeline in the new case, its decision would land in late June.



When Judge Tanya S. Chutkan 
suspended pretrial proceedings
 as appeals on the immunity question moved forward, her schedule contemplated that the parties would need some three months to prepare once the case returned to her court. That would suggest a trial date around Oct. 1, with the trial itself extending past the election and perhaps into 2025.



That timeline, though, assumes the Supreme Court will hand Mr. Trump a straightforward loss.



But there are reasons to think the court may be poised to issue a ruling that makes matters more complicated. Consider the question the court agreed to decide: "Whether and if so to what extent does a former president enjoy presidential immunity from criminal prosecution for conduct alleged to involve official acts during his tenure in office."



Packed into that sentence are at least two potential distinctions: "to what extent" immunity may be available and whether the conduct in question is official or not. It is entirely conceivable that the Supreme Court's ruling will instruct lower courts to do more work in analyzing those questions.



"If the court orders additional proceedings in the district court, holding trial before the election will become virtually impossible," said 
a brief supporting Mr. Smith
 from Common Cause, a watchdog group.



But such a decision is well within the realm of possibility. It could have one or both of two main elements.



The court could reject absolute immunity but grant Mr. Trump a more limited form of protection like the qualified immunity that can apply to other government officials. If it does that, it could also well leave it to lower courts to sort out the contours of what that means.



Mr. Smith acknowledged that possibility but said it should not get in the way of a prompt trial. "Even if this court holds that a former president is entitled to some immunity from criminal prosecution for official acts," he wrote, "that principle does not preclude trial on this indictment."



The second distinction is that the justices could order lower courts to explore whether Mr. Trump's conduct was part of his official duties.



In 
Nixon v. Fitzgerald
 in 1982, the Supreme Court ruled that former President Richard M. Nixon could not be sued by an Air Force analyst who said he was fired in 1970 in retaliation for his criticism of cost overruns.



"In view of the special nature of the president's constitutional office and functions," Justice Lewis F. Powell Jr. wrote for the majority in the 5-to-4 ruling, "we think it appropriate to recognize absolute presidential immunity from damages liability for acts within the 'outer perimeter' of his official responsibility."



Mr. Smith argues that the precedent, arising from a lawsuit seeking money, does not apply to criminal cases. But he does not dispute that significant parts of his prosecution are based on conduct that might well satisfy the Fitzgerald standard if it applied.



Indeed, his main argument is that "a former president lacks absolute immunity from federal criminal prosecution for conduct involving his official acts."



The Supreme Court could reject that argument and adopt a backup proposed by Mr. Smith: "Even if the court were inclined to recognize some immunity for a former president's official acts," he wrote, "it should remand for trial because the indictment alleges substantial private conduct in service of petitioner's private aim."



That would require Judge Chutkan to make fine distinctions in evidentiary rulings and jury instructions between official and unofficial conduct. Mr. Smith said such rulings should not be subject to immediate appeal, as immunity rulings generally are. Mr. Trump "can seek appellate review, if necessary, after final judgment," Mr. Smith wrote.



But history suggests that Mr. Trump would try.



After his Supreme Court loss in 2020, Mr. Trump argued in lower courts that the subpoena at issue was 
overly broad and amounted to political harassment
. After those arguments were rejected by a trial judge and the federal appeals court in New York, Mr. Trump returned to the Supreme Court, which rejected his application for emergency relief without comment.



New York prosecutors finally obtained the documents in February 2021, and information from them became 
part of the investigation
 that culminated in the hush-money case underway in Manhattan -- almost four years after the Supreme Court ruled.
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News Analysis



Trump's Immunity Claim Joins His Plans to Increase Executive Power



The former president is asking the Supreme Court to put the presidency above criminal law as he pursues a broader agenda of expanding the office's power should he win the election.




The power of American presidents has traditionally been seen as held in check by counterbalancing forces, but Donald J. Trump is trying to grind down such constraints.




By Charlie Savage


Apr 24, 2024


From the courts to the campaign trail, former President Donald J. Trump is challenging a hallmark of American-style democracy: its suspicion of concentrated power.



The Supreme Court will hear arguments on Thursday over Mr. Trump's claim that criminal charges against him in the federal election subversion case must be thrown out because the Constitution makes him all but immune from being prosecuted for actions he took as president -- no matter what the evidence may show.



That vision of a presidency operating above the law dovetails with second-term plans that Mr. Trump and his allies are making to eliminate myriad internal checks and balances on the executive branch and to centralize greater power in his hands. That would include eliminating independent agencies and job protections for tens of thousands of senior civil servants.



While the legal theories behind Mr. Trump's claim of absolute immunity and his plans to consolidate White House control are different, they are united by a common approach to governance. The power of American presidents has traditionally been seen as held in check by counterbalancing forces, but Mr. Trump is trying to grind down such constraints.



As he 
once declared to a cheering crowd of supporters in 2019
, referring to the portion of the Constitution that creates and empowers the presidency: "I have 
an Article II
, where I have the right to do whatever I want as president."



Mr. Trump's claim to absolute immunity recalls an assertion made by another former president who was known for an idiosyncratically broad view of executive power: Richard M. Nixon. In 
a 1977 interview
, three years after he resigned to avoid being impeached over Watergate, Nixon declared, "When the president does it, that means that it is not illegal."



That assertion has been widely seen as the epitome of an imperial view of the presidency. But the view he articulated was more modest than Mr. Trump's because it appeared to be limited to situations involving national security.




Former President Richard M. Nixon once said, "When the president does it, that means that it is not illegal."




At the time, Nixon was discussing his administration's seemingly illegal surveillance of "subversive" domestic groups, which he justified as having been an effort to see if they were being secretly controlled by foreign powers. He was arguing that the Constitution implicitly bestows the president with the authority to lawfully violate statutes when necessary to protect the country's security.



Among numerous baseless conspiracy theories Mr. Trump and his supporters manufactured or pushed in an attempt to justify blocking the certification of Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s Electoral College victory: that Venezuelans had somehow manipulated voting machine counts. But the bulk of Mr. Trump's election fraud lies did not invoke any foreign adversary.



In claiming immunity for everything he did on the basis of those lies, Mr. Trump and his lawyers have not relied on the notion that presidents have special constitutional authority for national security. Rather, they have argued that no official presidential action may be treated as a crime unless two-thirds of the Senate has first voted to convict a president for that action in an impeachment proceeding.



Much about their claims is disputed, including whether some or all of the events described in the special counsel's indictment should be seen as official actions Mr. Trump took as president rather than unofficial actions he took as a candidate for office. Rulings by the trial judge and a federal appeals court rejecting Mr. Trump's immunity claim took the position that it did not matter in which category the actions fell, because former presidents have no special immunity at all.



But the Supreme Court has indicated a willingness to entertain the idea. When it accepted the case, it said it would decide "whether and if so to what extent does a former president enjoy presidential immunity from criminal prosecution for conduct alleged to involve official acts during his tenure in office."



Mr. Trump is making his bid to free the presidency from criminal law as he and his advisers, in planning for the prospect of a second term, have laid the groundwork to increase the president's personal power over the federal government. Those plans, 
as examined by a recent series in The New York Times
, include eliminating pockets of decision-making authority that are independent from White House political interference.



One of the constraints Mr. Trump would eliminate, which took root as a norm after Watergate, is that the Justice Department makes investigative and prosecutorial decisions by itself. During his first term, Mr. Trump pressured the department to go after prominent Democrats and national security officials from the Obama administration, but those investigations did not yield criminal charges. In a second term, Mr. Trump has vowed that he 
would use the Justice Department to have his adversaries investigated and charged with crimes
, fully ending that norm.




President Trump and Attorney General Bill Barr in 2020. In a second term, Mr. Trump would exercise more control over the Department of Justice, and would most likely direct investigations and criminal charges against his enemies.




Mr. Trump and his allies have also developed plans to 
increase presidential power over federal agencies
, pushing a maximalist version of the so-called unitary executive theory. It says the president can directly command the entire federal work force and it is unconstitutional for Congress to create independent regulatory agencies run by commissioners whom presidents cannot arbitrarily fire.



In a video on his campaign website, Mr. Trump 
has vowed to bring the independent agencies
 "under presidential authority, as the Constitution demands."



In another callback to the Nixon era, Mr. Trump has declared he will try to revive the practice of "impounding" funds, refusing to spend money Congress has appropriated for programs or purposes a president does not like. Lawmakers banned it under Nixon, but 
on his campaign website
, Mr. Trump declared that presidents have a constitutional right to impound funds.



Mr. Trump has also declared he would reissue an executive order he put forth at the end of his presidency -- which Mr. Biden swiftly rescinded -- that would undermine civil-service rules that protect career government officials. The change, known as Schedule F, would allow his administration to fire tens of thousands of federal workers if it saw them as obstacles to his agenda and replace them with loyalists.



Mr. Trump's allies are also 
vetting lists of potential officials
 in a second term, seeking a cohort that would be less likely to try to restrain what he wants to do than his political appointees sometimes were in his first term. That effort includes systematically selecting a different type of government lawyer to act as a legal gatekeeper, one who will be 
less likely to object
 to what he and his White House aides dictate.



If Mr. Trump does win a second term and enacts these plans, the policies will inevitably lead to legal challenges in the courts that will arrive before the same Supreme Court that is now deciding Mr. Trump's broad claim to be immune from criminal prosecution over arguably official actions.



The court has never had an opportunity to decide that issue before because no former president has been charged with crimes until Mr. Trump. Nixon accepted a sweeping pardon from his successor, President Gerald Ford, that foreclosed the possibility of being prosecuted over his abuses of power in Watergate.



In 1982, however, the Supreme Court ruled that Nixon, as a former president, was immune from civil lawsuits over his official actions as president. In asking the Supreme Court to expand that principle to criminal law, Mr. Trump has invoked a similar logic -- that presidents must be immune from later criminal prosecution for their official actions, lest fear of future charges paralyze them from performing constitutional duties.



The result would be a significant change to the shape of American-style democracy, regardless of whether Mr. Trump wins the election in November and has an opportunity to put in motion his other plans for executive power.



Rather than a presidency at least theoretically checked by law, the country would be ruled by presidents who could openly commit official crimes with impunity, so long as enough allied lawmakers remained sufficiently loyal to block any impeachment.
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Mayor Adams Walks Back Budget Cuts Many Saw as Unnecessary



The mayor released a revised $111.6 billion budget, which included $2.3 billion that would restore some funding for schools and cultural institutions.




Mayor Eric Adams restored many of the budget cuts that he initially proposed, but did not restore funding to city libraries.




By Jeffery C. Mays and Dana Rubinstein


Apr 24, 2024


A few months ago, Mayor Eric Adams called for a number of contentious, anxiety-producing cuts to the New York City budget, slashing funds meant for schools and cultural institutions, among other things.



On Wednesday, the mayor had a different message: Never mind.



Citing better than expected tax revenue and his administration's fiscal management, Mr. Adams proposed a revised $111.6 billion budget, identifying an additional $2.3 billion that would restore some of the more worrisome cuts.



The mayor's reversal earned praise from organizations dependent on city funding, even as it fed criticism that his budgeting practices were opaque, overly conservative and detrimental to governance.



The City Council, Independent Budget Office and city comptroller have maintained for months that Mr. Adams's fiscal projections were incorrect, and did not account for better than expected revenue projections. Based on the mayor's numbers, his administration saw the need to make cuts to libraries and schools.



"We're pleased with the restorations, but we maintain blunt cuts weren't necessary in the first place," said Justin Brannan, a councilman who represents southern Brooklyn and is the chairman of the Council's Finance Committee. "The chaos and stress those proposed cuts caused were very real."



Mr. Adams saw things differently, praising his administration's fiscal prudence in light of the influx of roughly 190,000 migrants and asylum seekers to the city. He said efforts to cut hundreds of millions of dollars in costs related to migrants allowed the city to use that money to fund its priorities, including affordable housing, child care and hiring more police officers, without resorting to more drastic measures such as tax increases or layoffs.



"
As soon as we saw the hurdles ahead, we responded swiftly, strategically, with a healthy dose of caution," the mayor said during a virtual address Wednesday on the budget. "We made smart choices, trimmed agency and asylum seeker budgets and made conservative revenue forecasts. This, combined with better than expected revenues and a booming economy, resulted in a balanced budget."



Not all of the mayor's cuts have been unwound. In November, Mr. Adams announced painful cuts that, among others things, 
ended Sunday library services
. The budget he released Wednesday did not restore that library funding.



"We did not tell libraries to close on Sundays," Mr. Adams said on Wednesday. "They had the options of finding where they wanted to find those savings."



The leaders of the New York, Brooklyn and Queens public library systems expressed disappointment that the budget had "failed to reverse devastating cuts proposed for public libraries in January."



"We've already lost seven-day service citywide, and are looking at most branches being open for only five days a week should these cuts go through," the leaders wrote in a joint statement on Wednesday.



Some of the mayor's restorations of his own budget cuts have been publicized separately, with Mr. Adams holding news conferences to celebrate new police classes and 
renewed support for children's summer programming
.



Last week, he 
announced
 that the city would temporarily replace some expiring federal pandemic dollars that had been used for prekindergarten programs with a commitment of city funds.



"Every child who wants a seat will have access to one," Mr. Adams vowed on Wednesday, repeating the line twice for good effect.



Child care advocates said the mayor's budget presented an incomplete picture. Rebecca Bailin, executive director of New Yorkers United for Child Care, said the mayor had cut $400 million intended for such programs, so it was unclear if he could deliver on his promise.



"We'll see," Ms. Bailin said.



The budget still requires approval by the City Council.



The back-and-forth budgeting practices have also earned criticism from finance experts. The Citizens Budget Commission, a nonpartisan but typically hawkish watchdog group, last week 
faulted the mayor
 for revenue estimates that were "unreasonably conservative," even as it also criticized him for "spending estimates for current programs that are alarmingly understated."



"Making budget decisions based on unrealistic estimates, like flying a plane with a broken altimeter, increases the chance of a crash," the report said.
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McCormick and Casey Win Senate Primaries, Setting Up Battle in Pennsylvania



Senator Bob Casey, the Democratic incumbent, will face David McCormick, a wealthy businessman whose first run for Senate was torpedoed by former President Donald J. Trump.




David McCormick narrowly lost in 2022 when he was defeated by Dr. Mehmet Oz in the Republican primary.




By Chris Cameron


Apr 24, 2024


David McCormick won an unopposed Republican primary for Senate in Pennsylvania on Tuesday, according to The Associated Press, securing the party's nomination two years after former President Donald J. Trump torpedoed his first Senate run by backing his primary rival, 
the celebrity physician Dr. Mehmet Oz
.



Mr. McCormick will face 
Senator Bob Casey
 in the November election. Mr. Casey, the Democratic incumbent, also won his uncontested primary on Tuesday, The A.P. reported. 



The Senate race in Pennsylvania, a key battleground state, represents the best chance yet for Republicans to unseat Mr. Casey, an 18-year incumbent who has previously sailed to re-election -- he defeated his Republican opponent in 2018 
by 13 points
.



"I'm honored to once again be the Democratic nominee for Senate in Pennsylvania," Mr. Casey said on social media. "There are 196 days until the general election, and we're going to win."



Mr. McCormick, the former chief executive of Bridgewater Associates, one of the world's largest hedge funds, is part of 
a roster of wealthy Republican Senate candidates
 recruited to run in 2024. He and his wife, Dina Powell McCormick, a former Trump administration official, 
reported assets in 2022 worth
 $116 million to $290 million.



"Our movement is strong," Mr. McCormick said on social media after his victory, adding, "I'm running to ensure the American Dream is alive for my kids and yours."



Mr. Casey, the son of former 
Gov. Robert P. Casey
, was catapulted onto the national political stage in 2006, when he defeated Rick Santorum, 
then one of the most powerful conservatives in the Senate
, in a closely watched campaign.



Mr. Casey 
has moved considerably to the left
 during his Senate career. He once called for the overturning of the constitutional right to an abortion enshrined in Roe v. Wade. After the Supreme Court dismantled Roe in 2022, Mr. Casey 
supported bills
 
aimed at ensuring access to abortion
. Mr. Casey was also once an 
opponent of many gun control measures
, but he re-evaluated his position 
after the mass shooting in 2012 at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn.,
 less than 100 miles from the Pennsylvania border.



Mr. McCormick narrowly lost a chance to run against the Democrat John Fetterman for Pennsylvania's other Senate seat in 2022, when he was defeated by Dr. Oz in the Republican primary by 
fewer than a thousand votes
. Mr. McCormick and Dr. Oz had fought bitterly for the support of Mr. Trump in that primary, and Mr. McCormick had 
pointed to Dr. Oz's Turkish American heritage
 and his Muslim faith as reasons not to back him.



But Dr. Oz ultimately won Mr. Trump's endorsement. In Mr. McCormick's telling, in a memoir published last year, the former president threw his support behind Dr. Oz after Mr. McCormick 
refused to back Mr. Trump's lie
 that the 2020 election was stolen from him.



For a race that hung on a knife's edge, Mr. Trump's intervention in the primary proved decisive. Mr. Trump 
unleashed a series of broadsides against Mr. McCormick
, and rallied at 
Dr. Oz's side
 even as many of Mr. Trump's supporters were unenthusiastic about the former president's favored candidate. The former president said that Mr. McCormick was "not MAGA," and called him 
"the candidate of special interests and globalists and the Washington establishment."



Mr. McCormick and allies attacked Dr. Oz as a "Hollywood liberal." During a debate, he pointedly 
jabbed at Dr. Oz's television past
: "The problem, doctor, is there's no miracle cure for flip-flopping, and Pennsylvanians are seeing right through your phoniness, and that's what you're dealing with and that's why you're not taking off in the polls."



Other candidates attacked both Mr. McCormick and Dr. Oz as out-of-state carpetbaggers. Dr. Oz had lived most of his adult life in New York and New Jersey and had only recently changed his voting address to his in-laws' home in the Philadelphia suburbs. Even in his second run for Senate, Mr. McCormick has split his time between the campaign trail and 
a $16 million mansion in Westport, Conn.



With Mr. McCormick running unopposed in the Republican primary on Tuesday, Mr. Trump has 
endorsed him
 for the impending battle against Mr. Casey.



Democrats have 
already begun recycling attacks
 that Mr. Trump wielded against Mr. McCormick, as well other lines of attack concerning his wealth, his 
residency in Connecticut
 and his misleading claims made 
in an effort to portray himself as a rural Pennsylvanian of humble origins
.
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Summer Lee, 'Squad' Member, Wins Democratic House Primary in Pennsylvania



A first-term representative, Ms. Lee defeated a centrist Democrat in a race that centered on her opposition to the war in Gaza.




Representative Summer Lee, Democrat of Pennsylvania, campaigning this week in Pittsburgh.




By Anjali Huynh


Apr 24, 2024


Representative Summer Lee, a first-term progressive Democrat, won her primary contest in western Pennsylvania on Tuesday, according to The Associated Press, fending off a moderate challenger in a race that 
centered on her stance
 on the war in Gaza.



The primary, in Pennsylvania's 12th District, presented one of this year's first down-ballot tests of whether left-wing incumbents would be hurt by their opposition to Israel's military campaign. After Ms. Lee for months 
faced scrutiny
 for voting against support for Israel, her victory was partly seen as a reflection of how public, 
and party
, sentiment on the issue has appeared to shift in her favor.



The congresswoman was winning by an overwhelming margin with counting nearly complete late Tuesday, underlining the strength of her position as an incumbent this year after she out-raised her opponent with widespread backing from Democratic officials.



Ms. Lee, who in 2022 was elected the first Black woman to represent Pennsylvania in Congress and later joined the group of left-leaning lawmakers known as the Squad, defeated Bhavini Patel, a city councilwoman in Edgewood, Pa. Ms. Patel ran as a more moderate Democrat and tried to paint Ms. Lee as dismissive of voters who oppose her approach to the conflict in Gaza. The seat is considered safely Democratic in the general election.



A former state representative, Ms. Lee, 36, 
narrowly won
 a primary fight in the district two years ago against a centrist opponent favored by the party's establishment. Her victory was heralded by left-leaning organizations and leaders as a win for the progressive movement.



This year, Ms. Lee, now the incumbent, garnered support across the Democratic spectrum. Her endorsers included Pennsylvania's senators, House Democratic leaders, labor unions and the Allegheny County Democratic Committee, which opposed her candidacy in 2022. Progressive groups spent large sums on her behalf, and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Democrat of New York, stumped for her in Pittsburgh 
on Sunday
.



With more than 95 percent of the vote counted, she led Ms. Patel by more than 20 points. Ms. Lee played up that success as a testament that "our movement is growing" and denounced those who she said "wanted to make this a referendum on just one issue."



"Our movement is expansive enough and big enough for each and every one of us, that each and every one of us can lay down our arms and cease fire so that we can have peace from Pittsburgh to Palestine," she said.



In the fall, after Ms. Lee became one of the first Democrats to call for an immediate cease-fire in Gaza, pro-Israel groups expressed interest in backing a challenger. But a serious opponent never materialized. AIPAC, the pro-Israel group that is supporting challenges to some left-wing candidates and that spent heavily against Ms. Lee in 2022, 
focused its attention elsewhere
. Polls have shown that discontent with Israel's military actions has been growing among Americans 
in recent months
.



Still, Ms. Lee drew criticism in her district from some Jewish voters, who said in the days before the election that they were unhappy with her positions on Israel. Ms. Patel, 30, also tried to cast her opponent as insufficiently supportive of President Biden. Ms. Lee has pledged to rally her coalition to support Mr. Biden this fall in Pennsylvania, a critical swing state.



Ms. Lee and her allies seized on Ms. Patel's support from Jeff Yass, a prominent Republican donor in Pennsylvania who gave significantly to a super PAC supporting moderate Democrats. The group ran ads on behalf of Ms. Patel, who disavowed Mr. Yass and his support.



Ms. Patel said in a statement on social media that "we did not get the result we wanted tonight, but this race was far from a loss." "While our campaign may end tonight, our cause continues on," she added.



During the primary, Ms. Lee often promoted her record in Congress, including having brought federal dollars to the district, and framed her candidacy around supporting a more diverse Democratic Party and fighting Trump-aligned Republicans. She vastly out-raised Ms. Patel. In the last fund-raising quarter, Ms. Lee collected more than three times as much money as Ms. Patel did.



Speaking to an energetic crowd in downtown Pittsburgh on Tuesday night, Ms. Lee also pledged to support her fellow Squad members facing challenges nationwide.



"We're going to send a message to our Congress, and we're going to send a message to our nation, that the direction that we want our country to go in -- our coalition -- is the coalition of now and the coalition of the future," she said.
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Congress Passed a Bill That Could Ban TikTok. Now Comes the Hard Part.



President Biden has signed the bill to force a sale of the video app or ban it. Now the law faces court challenges, a shortage of qualified buyers and Beijing's hostility.




TikTok supporters on Capitol Hill last month. The proposed law would allow TikTok to continue to operate in the United States if its Chinese owner sold it within about nine months.




By Sapna Maheshwari and David McCabe


Apr 24, 2024


A bill that would force a sale of TikTok by its Chinese owner, ByteDance -- or ban it outright -- was passed by the Senate on Tuesday and signed into law Wednesday by President Biden.



Now the process is likely to get even more complicated.



Congress passed the measure citing national security concerns because of TikTok's Chinese ties. Both lawmakers and security experts have said there are risks that the Chinese government could lean on ByteDance for access to sensitive data belonging to its 170 million U.S. users or to spread propaganda.



The law would allow TikTok to continue to operate in the United States if ByteDance sold it within 270 days, or about nine months, a time frame that the president could extend to a year.



The measure is likely to face legal challenges, as well as possible resistance from Beijing, which could block the sale or export of the technology. It's also unclear who has the resources to buy TikTok, since it will carry a hefty price tag.



The issue could take months or even years to settle, during which the app would probably continue to function for U.S. consumers.



"It's going to be a royal mess," said Anupam Chander, a visiting scholar at the Institute for Rebooting Social Media at Harvard and an expert on the global regulation of new technologies.



TikTok pledged to challenge the law. "Rest assured, we aren't going anywhere," its chief executive, Shou Chew, said in a video posted to the platform. "We are confident, and we will keep fighting for your rights in the courts."



Here's what to expect next.



TikTok's Day in Court



TikTok is likely to start by challenging the measure in the courts.



"I think that's the one certainty: There will be litigation," said Jeff Kosseff, an associate professor of cybersecurity law at the Naval Academy.



TikTok's case will probably lean on the First Amendment, legal experts said. The company is expected to argue that a forced sale could violate its users' free speech rights because a new owner could change the app's content policies and reshape what users are able to freely share on the platform.



"Thankfully, we have a Constitution in this country, and people's First Amendment rights are very important," Michael Beckerman, TikTok's vice president of public policy, said in 
an interview
 with a creator on the platform last week. "We'll continue to fight for you and all the other users on TikTok."



Other groups, like the American Civil Liberties Union, which has been a vocal opponent of the bill, may also join the legal fight. A spokeswoman for the A.C.L.U. said on Tuesday that the group was still weighing its role in potential litigation challenging the law.



The government will probably need to make a strong case that ByteDance's ownership of TikTok makes it necessary to limit speech because of national security concerns, the legal experts said.



TikTok already has a strong record in similar First Amendment battles. When he was president, Donald J. Trump tried to force a sale or ban of the app in 2020, but 
federal judges blocked
 the effort because it would have had the effect of shutting down a "platform for expressive activity." Montana 
tried to ban
 TikTok in the state last year because of the app's Chinese ownership, but a different federal judge ruled against the state law for similar reasons.



Only one narrower TikTok restriction has survived a court challenge. The governor of Texas announced a ban of the app on state government devices and networks in 2022 because of its Chinese ownership and related data privacy concerns. Professors at public universities 
challenged
 the ban in court last year, saying it blocked them from doing research on the app. A federal judge 
upheld the state ban
 in December, finding it was a "reasonable restriction" in light of Texas' concerns and the narrow scope affecting only state employees.



Small Buyer Pool



Analysts estimate that the price for the U.S. portion of TikTok could be tens of billions of dollars.



ByteDance itself is 
one of the world's most valuable start-ups
, with an estimated worth of $225 billion, according to CB Insights, a firm that tracks venture capital and start-ups.



The steep price tag would limit the list of who could afford TikTok. Tech giants like Meta or Google would probably be blocked from an acquisition because of antitrust concerns.



Private equity firms or other investors could form a group to raise enough money to buy TikTok. Former Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
said in March
 that he wanted to build such a group. And anyone who can pony up the money still has to pass muster with the U.S. government, which needs to sign off on any purchase.



Few others have expressed public interest in buying the app.



The last time the government tried to force ByteDance to sell TikTok in 2020, the company held talks with Microsoft and the software company Oracle. (Oracle and Walmart ultimately appeared to reach an agreement with ByteDance, 
but the deal never materialized
.)



A Complicated Divestment



Even if TikTok approaches a sale, the process of separating TikTok from ByteDance is likely to be messy.



The legislation prohibits any connection between ByteDance and TikTok after a sale. Yet TikTok employees use ByteDance software in their communications, and the company's employees are global, with executives in Singapore, Dublin, Los Angeles and Mountain View, Calif.



It's unclear if ByteDance would consider selling TikTok's entire global footprint or just its U.S. operations, where the company has nearly 7,000 employees.



Breaking off just the U.S. portion of TikTok could prove particularly challenging. The app's recommendation algorithm, which figures out what users like and serves up content, is key to the success of the app. But Chinese engineers work on that algorithm, which ByteDance owns.



During Mr. Trump's attempt to force a sale in 2020, the Chinese government 
issued export restrictions
 that appeared to require its regulators to grant permission before ByteDance algorithms could be sold or licensed to outsiders.



The uncertainty around the export of the algorithm and other ByteDance technology could also deter interested buyers.



China's Unpredictable Role



The Chinese government could also try to block a TikTok sale.



Chinese officials criticized a similar bill after the House passed it in March, although they have not yet said whether they would block a divestment. About a year ago, China's commerce ministry 
said it would
 "firmly oppose" a sale of the app by ByteDance.



Chinese export regulations appear to cover TikTok's content recommendation algorithm, giving Beijing a say in whether ByteDance could sell or license the app's most valuable feature.



It "is not a foregone conclusion by any means" that China will allow a sale, said Lindsay Gorman, a senior fellow at the German Marshall Fund who specializes in emerging tech and China.



China may retaliate against American companies. On Friday, China's Cyberspace Administration asked Apple to 
remove Meta's WhatsApp and Threads
 from its App Store, according to the iPhone manufacturer. The Chinese government cited national security reasons in making the demand.
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What I Learned From an Act of Violence in Sydney That Hit Too Close to Home 



Amid early tidbits of misinformation came lessons about dodging falsities and allowing facts to build a story.




A makeshift memorial to victims of the stabbing attack in a Sydney shopping mall.




By Damien Cave


Apr 19, 2024


The Australia Letter
 is a weekly newsletter from our Australia bureau. 
Sign up
 to get it by email.



When my wife messaged me about a stabbing at the shopping center in Sydney's Bondi Junction last Saturday, she had just left that mall and did not seem especially concerned. I was in Maui, on a trip with my son and father-in-law, and she was mostly just keeping me informed -- as she often does -- to make sure The Times didn't miss a potential story.



I checked in with my colleagues at our editing hub in Seoul. They were already monitoring the situation and, at first, with zero information about casualties, we were all assuming that it was a small, targeted episode -- maybe a bar fight or domestic violence. That would be horrible, yes, but probably not worth covering for a global audience.



Then the situation changed. Suddenly, there were reports of five or more deaths. My son, who goes to school near the shopping center and often hangs out there with friends, started getting messages and photos from classmates who had been there during the attack or had some connection to someone at the scene. A friend and father I know reported that his son had been working at a store there and made it out safely. My son showed me a video someone had shared with him, of a shopper using some kind of bollard to hold off a man with a knife on an escalator. That was followed by more grisly photographs of victims wounded or killed, their bright red blood staining the shiny white tile floors.



I warned him that just looking at those images would affect him emotionally -- and contributed a few paragraphs to an early draft of the story that went up on The Times's website a few minutes later. From there, I mostly handed off to my colleagues, including a couple of Australians who started their Times career in our Sydney bureau before moving on to new jobs in London and Seoul.



We were all stunned at the horrific violence in a city and a country that is usually so safe. Early on, I feared that it would be a case of terrorism, a spillover from the Israel-Gaza conflict. Two-thirds of Sydney's Jewish population lives in the Eastern Suburbs, where the attack occurred, and the company that built the mall, Westfield, was co-founded by one of Australia's most prominent Jewish businessmen.



Within my son's teen messaging network, there were competing rumors along those lines -- someone said the attacker was pro-Israel, another said he looked Arab. Both claims were wrong. So, too, was the warning that there were two attackers, including a man who had fled.



"There's so much misinformation," my son said.



We managed to keep all these falsities out of our articles. If nothing else, the experience was a lesson for my 15-year-old son in the challenges of parsing truth from guesses and alarmism in a smartphone-driven social media age.



For me, too, it was a reminder of the need for careful reporting and skepticism in the heat of an emotional news moment. In this case, I was more keyed up than usual because the scene of the crime was so familiar and personal -- the Westfield in Bondi Junction is where we go to the movies as a family; it's where we buy back-to-school clothes; where both my teenagers frolic and flirt.



My wife and daughter had left a supermarket at the mall (as my wife's receipt showed) only a few minutes before the man began his attack, 
stabbing nearly 20 people
, including a 9-month-old girl, killing six people. And as the names of victims trickled out, we received the bad news of a close connection. One of those killed was the mother of a girl we've known for years through shared kids' activities, someone from our circle of friends, our local warm and supportive community.



That first night after the attack, I woke up at 3 a.m. in the dark of a hotel room far from Sydney, listening to my son's breathing in the bed next to me and thinking: What would I have done if I had been there, if I had seen the attacker?



My first thought was not take a photo or record it for an article, as I had done in the past when covering war or other disasters. Instead I imagined grabbing something from a store and throwing it at the man with the knife -- maybe a glass from Target, or something else hard and heavy. Bocce balls came to mind. If only I could have found bocce balls.



These were delirious thoughts, fever dreams of jet lag and helplessness, but perhaps somewhere in all of this there is a point for readers to remember: The news media is not just a business, not just a service to subscribe to or love or loathe. Journalism, at its core, is simply a collection of everyday humans, your neighbors, that person you see at the store.



Sometimes the news -- and the worst news of all, involving death and tragedy -- hits as close to home for us as it does for those we write about.



Now here are our stories of the week.



Australia and New Zealand




Police cordoned off an area outside the Westfield Bondi Junction shopping mall on Saturday. The violence of the rampage, which took place in a bustling area popular with families, children and beachgoers, stunned Australians.




Around The Times




Inspecting solar panels that provide electrical power to Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Indonesia, in December.




Enjoying the Australia Letter? 
Sign up here
 or forward to a friend.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/19/world/australia/sydney-stabbing-westfield-bondi.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Quotation of the Day: Battered but 'Unbreakable,' Kharkiv Carries On


Apr 25, 2024


"No one knows if they will see the morning. But despite everything, we live, we work, and we love our city very much."



IHOR TEREKHOV
, the mayor of Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city. Kharkiv has faced constant bombardment by Russia.
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When the N.F.L. took its college draft on the road a decade ago, its first stops were Chicago, Philadelphia and Dallas, three of the league's biggest markets.



The concept was an instant hit, turning a show cloistered for a half century in hotels and theaters in Manhattan into a free, three-day football festival that drew hundreds of thousands of fans, many driving long distances to attend.



Soon, more than a dozen cities were raising their hands to host the event. Unlike the N.F.L.'s marquee event, the Super Bowl, the draft does not require extensive public subsidies, hotels and security. It is also held in late April, when weather is less of a concern, even in cities with harsh winters. This allowed the N.F.L. in recent years to 
award the draft to Cleveland, Kansas City, Mo., and other cities
 that have never, and may never, host a Super Bowl.



Detroit hosted the Super Bowl in 2006, as a reward to the Lions for moving into a new stadium. But city officials expect that being the site of this year's draft, which begins on Thursday, will provide an economic jolt, though how much of one is unclear. They also hope the three days of exposure on television showcases the city to fans who might not otherwise visit. Detroit, they say, is not the Detroit of a decade ago, when the city was bankrupt, tens of thousands of homes had been abandoned and the automobile industry was pulling out of a long slump. Since then, new hotels, businesses and residents have flooded downtown; unemployment has fallen; and the city's debt has returned to investment grade.



"We have a chance to reintroduce ourselves to America," Detroit's mayor, Mike Duggan, said in an interview. "The last time this country paid any attention to us was 10 years ago when we were in bankruptcy. We haven't had anything of this magnitude in a long time. We're just looking to greet America and give our visitors a good experience."




City residents see signs of the draft everywhere, including on public transit.




The draft as movable feast started partly out of necessity. Radio City Music Hall, which hosted nine consecutive drafts dating to 2006, had a scheduling conflict in 2015, so the N.F.L. moved the event to Chicago. The draft that fans watched on television, with top college players walking onstage when their names were called, was held in a theater on Michigan Avenue. The real surprise was across the street in Grant Park, where 200,000 fans from around the region attended what amounted to a pop-up N.F.L. theme park.



The mix of team colors and the family-friendly vibe was proof of concept for the N.F.L., which created a process for other cities to apply to host the event. Teams and civic leaders in their markets raised their hands, seeing the event as a kind of football Woodstock that attracts lots of visitors. In 2016, Rod Wood, the president of the Lions, began lobbying the league to bring the draft to Detroit. The next year, the Lions and the Detroit Sports Commission applied, but were passed over as the draft traveled to cities like Nashville and Las Vegas. Detroit was finally tapped in 2022 to host this year's event.



Like other cities, Detroit worked with the N.F.L. to find a location that met the league's requirements for issues like security and transportation. The N.F.L. chose Campus Martius Park downtown and a four-block stretch on Woodward Avenue leading to the Detroit River for the stage and fan zone. To fuel businesses outside that narrow footprint, the Downtown Detroit Partnership created 
fan viewing sites
 in nearby parks. Block associations in the Corktown, Greektown and Eastern Market neighborhoods will host their own viewing parties.




Bob Roberts, who leads the Corktown Business Association, said he expected sales at his sports bar, McShane's, to triple during the draft.




Bob Roberts, the president of the Corktown Business Association, runs McShane's, a sports bar in the area. He said he expected to triple his normal sales during the draft. Visitors, he said, can visit a market for local artisans and the Detroit Police Athletic League down the street, where the N.F.L. is hosting activities for youngsters. The association will run shuttles to nearby parking facilities and the draft site downtown.



"It's going to be a huge shot in the arm," Roberts said. "We expect that we're going to be busy from the time we open until the time we close."



The Michigan Black Business Alliance used the draft to persuade small, minority-owned businesses to register to work at big events. Britney Hoskins, who runs the Top Pic Collective, which rents chairs, tables and other furnishings, said that after she was certified, the N.F.L. selected her company to outfit V.I.P. rooms, a beer tent and other areas. Having the league on her resume, she said, is validation that she hopes will help her win other business after the draft has left town.



"We've never been in the room before," Hoskins said. "We are on all of these major-scale event radars now, so to me the impact is long lasting."




Britney Hoskins, who runs the Top Pic Collective, which rents chairs, tables and other furnishings, was selected by the N.F.L. to outfit certain V.I.P. areas.




Cities and tourism bureaus often promote the economic benefits of hosting large events like the draft. The Kansas City Sports Commission, for instance, said the event generated $164 million last year. Most sports economists, though, dismiss these estimates as manufactured to suit agencies trying to justify the use of taxpayer funds to host events for for-profit organizations like the N.F.L. The estimates often fail to account for expenses like police overtime and road closures, or the money raised by host committees from sponsors and local corporations.



Jordan Kobritz, who teaches sports management at the State University of New York at Cortland and has owned and operated minor league baseball teams, is skeptical of the projections, but said publicity from the event could be a positive, even if it was ultimately intangible.



"There is benefit at the end of the day because one thing that is very hard to analyze is the publicity that the community gets out it," he said. "Look at where Detroit is. True or not, there is a public perception that downtown is a disaster area. They're hoping that all this positive publicity will help attract people who want to live there or do business there."



Detroit has not created any estimates on the potential boon in part because no one is sure how many people will show up and from where. Detroit is within a five-hour drive of six N.F.L. markets and just across the Detroit River from Canada. Officials hope the recent success of the hometown Lions and the University of Michigan's football team, which won the national championship this year, will boost local attendance. But the weather and other factors can affect whether fans arrive from out of town.




Campus Martius Park, the area where the draft will be staged. Detroit has also set up six satellite hubs where fans can watch the draft.




"That's the thing: When it's not necessarily a ticketed event, how many people are going to show up?" said Dave Beachnau, executive director of the Detroit Sports Commission.



After the draft ends, a ceremonial football will travel to Muskegon, Mich.; board the Lake Express ferry; cross Lake Michigan to Milwaukee; and then head north to the site of next year's draft, Green Bay, the smallest N.F.L. market but a singular one.



"I have a feeling people will make the pilgrimage" next spring, said Gabrielle Dow, vice president of marketing for the Green Bay Packers. "You'll get to see your favorite team's picks and check the box of seeing Lambeau Field. You'll kill two birds with one stone here."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/25/business/nfl-draft-detroit.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

      The Arts

      
        'So Far From Ukraine': A Princely Dancer Finds a Home in Miami
        Stanislav Olshanskyi has had to battle homesickness and adjust to Miami City Ballet's style: quick, light, constantly in motion. He's also the prince in "Swan Lake."

      

      
        Kamasi Washington Wants to Remain Unstoppable
        Nine years after the release of the album that changed his life, the saxophonist is bringing new collaborators and new parts of himself into his work.

      

      
        'Tortured Poets' Has Shifted the Taylor Swift Debate. Let's Discuss.
        The superstar's 11th album is a 31-song excavation of her recent relationships that is not universally loved. Our pop team dissects its sound, themes and reception.

      

      
        Video Games Are a Playwright's Muse, Not Her Hobby
        In Bekah Brunstetter's new play "The Game," women withhold sex from their partners who are obsessed with a Fortnite-like game. Her previous work includes "The Oregon Trail."

      

      
        Sydney Sweeney and Glen Powell on How 'Anyone but You' Beat the Rom-Com Odds
        Here are their takeaways after the film, debuting on Netflix, went from box office miss to runaway hit.

      

      
        'Orlando' Review: A Virginia Woolf Fantasy That Plays With Gender
        In this revival of Sarah Ruhl's adaptation of the Woolf novel, now starring Taylor Mac, the flashes of comedy can't make up for the loss of poetry.

      

      
        Review: John Adams's 'El Nino' Arrives at the Met in Lush Glory
        The opera-oratorio, an alternate Nativity story, featured a flurry of Met debuts, including the director Lileana Blain-Cruz and the conductor Marin Alsop.

      

      
        
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




'So Far From Ukraine': A Princely Dancer Finds a Home in Miami



Stanislav Olshanskyi has had to battle homesickness and adjust to Miami City Ballet's style: quick, light, constantly in motion. He's also the prince in "Swan Lake."




Stanislav Olshanskyi, from Ukraine, now dances for Miami City Ballet. "The war is always present," he said. "When you're not thinking about it, suddenly something will remind you."




By Marina Harss


Apr 24, 2024


"Imagine you've been rushing through the forest for hours," the choreographer Alexei Ratmansky called out to Stanislav Olshanskyi as he ran across an airy ballet studio in Miami Beach. Olshanskyi, playing a prince, was searching for the woman he has been duped into betraying. "You are just now realizing the consequences of what you've done," Ratmansky said. "How does it feel?"



Outside, visible through large windows, people passed by, dressed for the beach. Inside, the willowy, delicate-featured Olshanskyi -- a prince out of a fairy tale -- gathered his thoughts and tried his entrance again, this time conveying the requisite urgency, verging on panic.



It was a week before the opening of Miami City Ballet's "Swan Lake," which the company performs in a 
critically acclaimed production
 by Ratmansky that draws on historical sources, and is rich in choreographic and dramatic detail. Ratmansky, artist in residence at New York City Ballet, was in town overseeing rehearsals for the ballet, which 
runs through May 12
.



Olshanskyi, who grew up in 
Kremenets
, in western Ukraine and trained in Kyiv, is just one of many artists displaced by the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The idea of ending up in Miami, where he joined the company in 2022, would never have crossed his mind had it not been for the war. So much so that when Lourdes Lopez, the director of Miami City Ballet, reached out to him, eager to help a Ukrainian dancer at loose ends, he hesitated. "I was not sure," he said. "Miami is so far from Ukraine, from Europe."




Olshanskyi and Dawn Atkins of Miami City Ballet in Alexei Ratmansky's production of "Swan Lake."




But even so far from home, thoughts of war are never distant. "The war is always present," Olshanskyi said after rehearsal. "When you're not thinking about it, suddenly something will remind you."



The move also meant adjusting to a new way of dancing. The Miami troupe specializes in the ballets and technique of the Russian-born choreographer George Balanchine: quick, light and constantly in motion. Olshanskyi was trained in the slower, more grounded and stately technique of the Russian and Ukrainian school.



"Stas is one of the best Ukrainian dancers of his generation," said Ratmansky, who grew up in Kyiv and began his career there before the fall of the Soviet Union, said after the rehearsal. "I hope that the infusion of the Balanchine speed and attack will help him to refine his coordination like it helped me when I was first introduced to it."



Adapting to this performance style was a challenge for Olshanskyi, who was already in his late 20s and an accomplished dancer when he joined. (He recently turned 30.)



"I didn't have the stamina for Balanchine," he said. "When you're onstage, you're dancing all the time. The first time I danced 'Square Dance'" -- a 1957 Balanchine ballet -- "I was dying. I couldn't breathe."



Lopez, who first saw him dance at a benefit performance in London in 2022, has observed this evolution. "I could see him making the connection," she said, "between the way we work in class, with different rhythms and speed and syncopation, and the way it allows him to move in Balanchine's ballets."



"At first you fight it in your head," Olshanskyi said, "but I can see it now. I can move faster now and I am actually jumping even a little bit higher." A turning point was dancing "Agon," one of Balanchine's most modernist, stylized and rhythmically complex works, set to Stravinsky. "I love 'Agon,'" he said, eyes widening. "There are so many ways to dance it, so many ways to show the steps."



When the war began, Olshanskyi, then a principal dancer at the National Ballet of Ukraine, was on tour in the Netherlands with a Dutch dancer and his Ukrainian colleague Oleksii Tiutiunnyk. Olshanskyi and Tiutiunnyk decided to stay there, performing at benefit galas to raise funds for the war effort and then assisting in the creation of the United Ukrainian Ballet, 
a pickup company of Ukrainian dancers stranded abroad by the Russian invasion
.



It was in The Hague that Olshanskyi met Ratmansky, when the Ukrainian Ballet was rehearsing his "Giselle" in the summer of 2022. The company toured widely -- the Netherlands, Britain, Australia and the United States -- though support eventually faded, and the troupe disbanded in January. Some dancers returned to Ukraine; others joined ensembles abroad. A few who remained in The Hague are attempting to create a smaller version of the group.



Facing challenges at home, or family separation, even some dancers who at first remained in Ukraine have left. Oleksii Potiomkin, a member of the National Ballet who became an army medic at the start of the war, went to join his wife and son in Italy, where he dances freelance. "The guys from my military unit told me, 'You should go back onstage; that is your front line,'" he said in an interview. "I want to represent Ukrainian art on a good level."



Olshanskyi left The Hague in the fall of 2022. "I needed a company, a schedule, daily class," he said. When he arrived in Miami, he knew almost nothing about the company or the city. "I had seen rehearsals of American companies on Instagram, and I thought, 'this is so different, so interesting.'"



At first the transition seemed unproblematic, if somewhat surreal. "I am a very positive, easy person," Olshanskyi said. "I'm living on Miami Beach? Are you kidding me? I mean, I'm from a small town in Ukraine."



Gradually, the enormity of the change, and of the distance that separated him from almost everything and everyone he knew, began to sink in. Olshanskyi realized he had been living as if he were planning to stay for just a few months, as if, he said, "the war was going to stop any minute."




"I am a very positive, easy person," Olshanskyi said. But he found the transition to his new life difficult, he said, and was depressed for the first time in his life.




And then in the fall, he got depressed for the first time in his life, he said. After rehearsals he would go back to his apartment nearby and cry for hours, alone. "I was missing home, missing my mom, missing everything in general," he said. "I was trying to hide from the war, put up a wall, but you can't do that." He pushed through with the help of a small circle of friends, including his regular dance partner, Dawn Atkins, and the Brazilian dancer Rui Cruz, he explained.



When he feels the need to talk to a fellow Ukrainian, he has 
Yuliia Moskalenko
, who joined the company just before he did. The two have known each other since they were children in ballet school in Kyiv. "It's important to have someone here with whom you can share your emotions, and who understands," said Moskalenko, who plays Olshanskyi's mother, the queen, in "Swan Lake."



Besides Balanchine, Olshanskyi has danced other works he might never have been exposed to, including Twyla Tharp's hyperathletic "In the Upper Room." Initially, he wasn't sure he liked the choreography and found it almost impossible to dance -- "my head hurt from the exhaustion!" By the end of the process, he was hooked. "There is so much joy," he said.



"Swan Lake" is a return to a repertory he is more familiar with. At the recent rehearsal, he looked relaxed and fully in his element. During breaks, he and Atkins worked through a couple of partnering glitches. Atkins said later, "We have so much trust between us, and can almost predict what the other one will do," adding that, "because we know each other so well, we know it's going to be fine."



Before coming to the United States, Olshanskyi said, he was sick of "Swan Lake." But "this one feels different," he said, adding of Ratmansky, "he's so expressive, and so clear."



"But also, honestly, it's because this is a new chapter in my life. I feel it very much, and I care more."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/arts/dance/olshanskyi-miami-ballet-ukraine.html
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Kamasi Washington Wants to Remain Unstoppable



Nine years after the release of the album that changed his life, the saxophonist is bringing new collaborators and new parts of himself into his work.








By Hank Shteamer


Apr 23, 2024


Before Kamasi Washington unveiled his breakthrough opus, he admits, he second-guessed it.



"The Epic" (2015) was a major moment, not just for the Los Angeles saxophonist and composer, but for jazz at large. Arriving on the heels of Kendrick Lamar's seismic "To Pimp a Butterfly" -- an album featuring contributions from Washington and his 
tight-knit hometown coterie
 -- it contained nearly three hours' worth of surging, spiritually charged music, spearheaded by Washington's roaring tenor sax. Despite its daunting scope and operatic grandeur, it 
resonated broadly
, serving as a gateway to jazz and the thriving scene orbiting Washington's label at the time, Brainfeeder.



But in the long interval between its recording -- most of which took place in 2011 -- and its release, Washington toyed with the idea of trimming it down to make it more palatable. "I had so much time, sitting on it for a good little minute, so I made edited versions," he said with a sheepish laugh during a recent video interview from his Inglewood, Calif. home, sporting a black-and-gold striped knit hat and a flowing, floral-embroidered shirt. But, inspired in part by the boldness of "To Pimp a Butterfly," and the way it further challenged Lamar's audience following the rapper's 2012 multiplatinum hit "Good Kid, M.A.A.D City," he decided to honor his original vision, keeping "The Epic" epic.



"I'm just going to let it be what it is," he recalled thinking at the time. "And I'm cool with whatever that does."




Washington onstage in 2022. The saxophonist and his close collaborators have helped bring a thrilling West Coast jazz scene into the spotlight.




In the years since "The Epic," that principle has continued to serve Washington well. His new album out May 3, "Fearless Movement," includes high-profile guest spots from George Clinton, who sings on the woozy, grinding "Get Lit," and Andre 3000, who contributes 
blissed-out flute textures
 to the relaxed jazz-funk excursion "Dream State."



Overall, it finds Washington, 43, adhering to his longstanding vision, presenting sprawling, eclectic tracks -- 12 in just shy of 90 minutes -- that refute any notion of jazz as a cloistered musical zone and showcase the chemistry of his core musical crew, a decades-strong friend group that started taking shape in early childhood.



Like "The Epic," 
"Heaven and Earth"
 from 2018 and Washington's 
self-released CD-Rs
 of the early 2000s, "Fearless Movement" features the crackling drum tandem of Ronald Bruner Jr. and Tony Austin, as well as Bruner's bassist brother Stephen (better known as 
Thundercat
), the singer Patrice Quinn and the trombonist Ryan Porter. "The sound we have, it's precious to me," Washington said.



In a phone interview, Porter reflected on the collective strength of Washington's extended ensemble, which also includes the pianist Cameron Graves, the keyboardist Brandon Coleman, the bassist Miles Mosley and the multi-instrumentalist Terrace Martin. "The best analogy I can think of is that each of these guys is like Voltron," he said, likening the musicians to the robots in a 1980s animated series who were stronger as a whole. "It's a big musical machine."



Though Washington is a consummate collaborator, "Fearless Movement" is, in part, fairly personal: a response to first-time fatherhood. "I've kind of known what I was supposed to do for a long time, since I was a little kid," he said of his musical calling. "And when I had my daughter, it, in a way, changed; it was like, oh, I'm supposed to be your father."




Washington's new album was partly inspired by becoming a father during the pandemic.




Washington said with a laugh that his daughter, now 3, was "hyper aware" that she was partly responsible for one of the album's tracks, "Asha the First," which grew from a melody that she picked out on the piano: "She knows it's hers." Washington also took her cues when it came to the album cover, which shows the saxophonist standing still, with her in motion around him. "I had this idea of her kind of standing in this particular way, and she wouldn't do it. She wanted to run circles around me," he said. The resulting image "felt like it spoke to that energy so perfectly."



Sitting next to his piano in the sun-filled room where he composes, Washington explained that the album's Andre 3000 collaboration came about after the rapper-flutist invited Washington to sessions for his 2023 instrumental opus "New Blue Sun" and offered to play on something of Washington's in return. "He brought this big arsenal of flutes, and he started just playing through them for me," Washington said of what became a spontaneously evolving session. Coleman suggested that they capitalize on the moment and improvise something entirely new. "I didn't really know what we were going to get," Washington said, "and it just came out so dope."



The George Clinton cameo arose after Washington chatted with the funk trailblazer in 2022, at a Los Angeles gallery show featuring Clinton's visual art, and remembered an unfinished track composed by Bruner Jr. In a phone interview, Clinton said that based on his earlier exposure to Washington, he "knew it was going to be cool." The Parliament-Funkadelic leader recalled first hearing of Washington through Lamar when he was recording 
his own contribution to "To Pimp a Butterfly."
 The rapper had touted characters including Washington, Thundercat and the producer and Brainfeeder label head Flying Lotus as "the West Coast new version of P-Funk." Clinton said he found the comparison apt, and praised the way Washington and his associates adeptly bridged genres: "They got a jazz thing, but they're still relating to the young street people."



For all its might, Washington's saxophone sound has proved highly adaptable, meshing handsomely with the 
dramatic art-pop of Florence + the Machine
, the 
funky fusion of Herbie Hancock
 and 
Metallica
 at the band's most grandly gothic. This past February, Washington attended a Red Hot Chili Peppers show as a birthday present to himself. He ended up onstage, playing 
a typically searing solo
 with the band after a last-minute invitation from Flea, a friend and fan.




"I'm just going to let it be what it is," Washington recalled thinking at the time he was making "The Epic." "And I'm cool with whatever that does."




"He came with all the thunder and all the heart and all the thoughtfulness that's part of his playing," Flea said in a phone interview. "It was phenomenal how much power he gets out of that woodwind instrument, and sensitivity and expression."



Flea's reaction upon first hearing Washington mirrored that of many listeners at the time. When tuning in to contemporary jazz, he "was getting a cold feeling and a lack of originality and a lack of the revolutionary spirit, which is the thing that I admire deeply from the jazz I love," he said. "And when I heard 'The Epic' and I listened to Kamasi's playing and the way he was going about it, I just felt that revolutionary spirit again."



The praise directed at Washington during that era was intense, but his firm grounding helped him navigate what could have been a disorienting rise. "I was already who I was before anyone said anything like 'You are the savior of jazz,'" he said. "Just one year before that, they wouldn't have said my name at all."



Washington's wide acclaim afforded him new opportunities, like an invitation to 
contribute to the 2017 Whitney Biennial
 and the chance to score the 2020 Michelle Obama doc "Becoming," for which he picked up a Grammy nomination. And his increased platform added prestige to satellite projects such as Dinner Party, a team-up with Terrace Martin, Robert Glasper and the producer 9th Wonder that will appear -- along with Washington's own band -- at this summer's Newport Jazz Festival.



Like his personal life, Washington's musical practice is still evolving. He's working on a ballet and recently completed music for a new project by Shinichiro Watanabe, director of the celebrated anime series "Cowboy Bebop."



But beyond specific near-future projects, he's honing a certain mind set, taking cues from the luminaries he's been lucky enough to work with so far. "That free spirit is something I'm kind of realizing more and more is just a through line" uniting figures such as Lamar, Hancock and Andre 3000, he said. As he praised their shared creative conviction, he could have been describing his own. "It's like that sense of, they make the music and the art they want to make, no matter 
what
 it is," he said, sounding determined. "They're unstoppable."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/23/arts/music/kamasi-washington-fearless-movement.html
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'Tortured Poets' Has Shifted the Taylor Swift Debate. Let's Discuss.



The superstar's 11th album is a 31-song excavation of her recent relationships that is not universally loved. Our pop team dissects its sound, themes and reception.




Taylor Swift's new album, "The Tortured Poets Department," has stirred conversation among fans and observers -- especially about its size.




By Jon Pareles, Ben Sisario, Lindsay Zoladz and Caryn Ganz


Apr 23, 2024


BEN SISARIO
 Hey, have you guys seen my antique typewriter? I think I left it at someone's apartment. I swear, I'm so absent-minded ...



JON PARELES
 I'm not sure you want to be associated with that typewriter's owner, Ben. He doesn't come off too well on "The Tortured Poets Department"'; by the end, he's been reduced to "The Smallest Man Who Ever Lived."



SISARIO
 Over the years, I've trained myself to view Taylor Swift's work through the eyes of her fans -- that's crucial for understanding Swift, whose connection with her listeners is at the root of her success, and it's also become part of the art itself. The question is not just what is Swift saying, but what is she telling her fans, and how will they respond to it? And for my first few times listening to "Tortured Poets," it seemed crystal clear to me that this album would rally fans intensely. This is an epic of romantic martyrdom, a cry of revenge greased by tears of rage. She's pushing Swifties' buttons, and I could imagine stadiums on every continent screaming in unison: "I love you, it's ruining my life!"



The sound, too, seems perfectly calibrated. Over much of the last decade, Swift has kept parallel musical paths: 
moody electro-pop
 with Jack Antonoff, and 
raw, delicate indie-folk
 with Aaron Dessner. She split the difference here, engaging both producers, and I think Swifties vote yes.



PARELES
 It's not just one Taylor Swift, though. It's at least two: the world-conquering billionaire superstar who has stadiums chanting "More!" and the vulnerable girlfriend whose heart explodes when a guy teasingly slips a ring on her ring finger. It's also the Swift who can't help gathering writerly details for her next song, and the Swift who's very deliberately planting autobiographical clues and Easter eggs for the fans to find. The tension between Swift as a shrewd, workaholic cultural colossus and Swift the 34-year-old woman seeking a worthy, committed partner -- and, she suggests, marriage and family -- is stronger than ever on this album, and makes it a real jumble of agendas.




Some lyrics seem to be pushing back against the opinions of Swift's judgmental fans.




CARYN GANZ
 I have long found it baffling that some Swift observers are hellbent on inscribing her into a queer narrative. To me, she is by far our most heteronormative pop star, with a catalog of songs longing for the kind of straight, fairy tale romance that ends in traditional marriage and children. (
Not that there's anything wrong with that
!) While it's never wise to speculate about a public figure's sexuality, Swift has made her romantic life the overt text of her work and is nearly demanding that fans read "Tortured Poets" as historical record -- including lyrics about her current boyfriend, the paradigm of American heterosexuality: a football player. The tracks on the new album, like so many in her catalog, insist that no accomplishment is worth more than, or worthwhile without, that happy ending. The things that threaten it -- immaturity, insincerity, addiction, chaos, lack of commitment, enemies tarnishing her reputation -- are evils to be vanquished. "Tortured Poets" is quite bloodthirsty, which I enjoy in doses, but its power is blunted by its sonic and thematic repetition. Nobody here knows when to say when.



LINDSAY ZOLADZ
 My opinion of this album, which 
I reviewed on Friday,
 really hasn't changed with repeated listens, and if anything I've backed even further into the corners of my initial praise and criticism. I have entered a handful of its songs into my personal Swift pantheon (the title track, "Guilty as Sin?," "The Smallest Man Who Ever Lived," "The Black Dog," "Fortnight" and "Florida!!!," in precisely that order), and I believe that everything else needed at least a few more minutes in the air fryer.



I hear only two unique concerns on this album that separate it from any other Swift release. The first is being in love with a person who is struggling with their mental health and possibly an addiction -- the manic highs, the feverish promises and the sudden abandonment she describes all feel incredibly vivid and give the material its emotional arc. She puts it succinctly in one of my favorite moments here, when she ends the song "I Can Fix Him (No Really I Can)" with a halting and even comic "Whoa, maybe I 
can't
."



And then, of course, there is Swift's fascinating pushback against her more judgmental fans. She's defiant on the much-discussed "But Daddy I Love Him" -- "I'll tell you something about my good name, it's mine alone to disgrace," she tells all the "wine moms" and "Sarahs and Hannahs" who clutch their pearls when Swift is seen with someone they don't approve of -- but I've also been thinking about its sister song on the second LP, the forlorn "How Did It End?" On that one, Swift woefully braces herself for all the chatter that will accompany the public announcement of a breakup, with all the people she knows and millions she'll never meet demanding, "We must know, how did it end?"



That sounds exhausting, yes, but I would also love to hear Swift grappling more with her own role in that dynamic. Because even while she is bemoaning that kind of intrusiveness, I don't know if she's ever released an album that so explicitly lends itself to the kind of 
lyric-by-lyric analysis
 of whom she's singing about. How do you all square the desire for privacy she seems to crave in many of these songs with the simultaneous Easter egginess of it all?



PARELES
 Lindsay, I wouldn't call it a craving for privacy -- not when she's spending three hours a night onstage, walking red carpets and enjoying a public display of affection at the Super Bowl. Rather than privacy, the theme is more like seeking autonomy under the spotlight: the right to make good choices and bad ones, to learn -- or not -- from mistakes, to wreak vengeance or come to terms with regrets (the way she does in "Chloe or Sam or Sophia or Marcus"). I've never been a big fan of the pains-of-fame album, which can easily tilt into self-pity; it takes a songwriter as great as Joni Mitchell to come up with a song as telling as 
"For the Roses."
 To me, a line like "I love you, it's ruining my life" is a lot more resonant than "I was hitting my marks." Somehow Swift has managed to get her fans to identify not just with her heartaches but with career pressures that, at this point, are self-imposed.



SISARIO
 I don't see the duality of Swift's on/offstage personae as a conflict as much as fodder for the enterprise. Yes, the dissonance between the outward triumph and joy of the Eras Tour, on the one hand, and the interior agony she was apparently going through at the same time, is intriguingly jarring. But the theme running through so much of her work is performative misery, which she turns into gold by celebrating it with her fans.



PARELES
 One thing that's virtually absent from this album is the playful but self-questioning touch that Swift brought to "Anti-Hero." The songs on this album are pretty much just sad or angry. The upbeat moments, like "Who's Afraid of Little Old Me?" or "But Daddy I Love Him," still lash out at targets, and even "Imgonnagetyouback," which is at least partly a wordplay exercise, has pushback at its core. After the self-reflection of the last few albums, are we headed back to 
teenage petulance
?



SISARIO
 Something that "Tortured Poets" drove home for me is that perhaps Swift's greatest strength is how she has melded songwriting and journaling. Even she admits she's no Patti Smith. But her gift is conveying the sense of honest intimacy, letting her feelings spill out in ways that seem straight from the heart. Her most powerful lyrics often involve telling details -- a scarf, a cardigan -- that are like burning memories.



And the journal is an inherently messy model. It has no end. Its purpose is to be a repository of the thoughts and feelings that are too raw, too personal, to say in public. (Well, at least to conceal while you are singing along with 80,000 people about those intimate details from a previous album.)



For a lot of Swift's career, I think she has been a master of taming this chaos with the discipline of song. And it still happens here: the tight verse-chorus-verse of "My Boy Only Breaks His Favorite Toys" could almost fit on "1989." But overall -- and definitely on the "Anthology" tracks -- the journal sprawl wins out.



ZOLADZ
 Swift has in recent years pivoted to a release strategy that has more in common with rappers than other pop stars, and she seems to be following the lead of someone like Drake in her more-is-more approach. I do wonder, though, if her tour's emphasis on her many different "eras" has only underscored how long this particular one has gone on. Sonically, the material on this album feels like an extension of either 
"Midnights"
 or 
"Folklore"
 and 
"Evermore."
 Contrast the evolution here with the colorful reinventions between 
"Red"
 and 
"1989,"
 or between 
"Reputation"
 and 
"Lover."
 To reference a hue she mentions on "The Prophecy," too much of it feels like varying shades of greige.




Swift fans listening to her songs in the parking lot of a New Jersey stadium she played on the Eras Tour last year.




PARELES
 There are some magnificent moments among the synths, especially with the vocal harmonies in songs like "So Long, London" and "I Can Fix Him (No Really I Can)." But some of the sameness also comes from tunes and cadences that are starting to feel too familiar. One that especially stuck out to me on this album is the way a sustained verse melody gives way to a choppy pre-chorus, or chorus, that arrives in two-syllable bursts, the way it does in "My Boy Only Breaks His Favorite Toys," "Fresh Out the Slammer," "I Can Do It With a Broken Heart," "The Prophecy" and "The Bolter."



When Swift started using that device, it brought some fresh hip-hop percussiveness into songwriting that was rooted in country. But now it's standard practice for Swift and her many emulators. Swift is 11 albums and umpteen bonus tracks into her recording career, so it's harder for her to evade echoes of her past. The songs near the end of this album, especially, start to sound like outtakes from "Folklore," pretty as they are. But no one is forcing her to put 31 songs on an album, either.



GANZ
 It is simply too much, Jon, and for the first time in a while, listeners and critics are 
having
 
honest
 
conversations
 about it. Being a fan has come to mean unequivocal support in the 
stan (or superfan) era
, with no room for criticism or questioning of any kind. The "Tortured Poets" moment is an interesting test -- it has cracked open the door for debate and perhaps humanized Swift once again in the process. It's been fascinating thinking about this album in contrast to Beyonce's supersized latest release, 
"Cowboy Carter,"
 which is diametrically opposed in nearly every way, though she is also the curator of a passionate fan base. (She is also eight years older.) At such a fraught moment in the world, Swift's focus has grown exponentially insular. There can be comfort and safety in that for both artist and listener, but it only strengthens that parasocial relationship.



ZOLADZ
 To Ben's point about the fans, and to crib a phrase from the streaming economy, this feels like an album designed for her top 5 percent of listeners -- the ride-or-dies who will defend her every move and pore over her every lyrical clue. Everyone else seems either puzzled or underwhelmed by it as a whole. But Swift is someone who thrives off feeling underestimated and misunderstood, so maybe the mixed reception of this album will be the creative rocket fuel that launches her into her next era. Only time will tell if "Tortured Poets" represents a turning point in the cultural narrative about Swift, or if the mixed reception will be washed away by her next inevitable triumph. Appropriately enough, one of the two albums she has left to rerecord is "Reputation," a defiant album she made during a time when her approval rating had dipped some. Suffice to say, I think we're now 
ready for it,
 again.
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Video Games Are a Playwright's Muse, Not Her Hobby



In Bekah Brunstetter's new play "The Game," women withhold sex from their partners who are obsessed with a Fortnite-like game. Her previous work includes "The Oregon Trail."




"I have zero skill or patience for games," said Bekah Brunstetter, who acknowledged playing Words With Friends for a time.




By Eric Grode


Apr 17, 2024


The writer Bekah Brunstetter is decidedly not a video game aficionado. Her personality type -- "psychotically obsessed with productivity," as she put it -- has sealed off all gaming rabbit holes for the past 25 years.



And yet Brunstetter, perhaps best known for her television work on 
"This Is Us"
 and the book for the current Broadway adaptation of 
"The Notebook,"
 has now written not one but two plays about the ways that video games can hinder or facilitate human connection.



"The Game," which is currently having its 
world premiere
, is about a fictionalized version of 
Fortnite Battle Royale
, a third-person shooter where each round ends with only one survivor. It comes seven years after Brunstetter's 
"The Oregon Trail,"
 inspired by 
the game
 that condemned countless 1990s middle schoolers to an array of awful deaths (cholera, dysentery, snake bites, etc.) as they tried to replicate the grueling 19th-century passage west from Independence, Mo.



In "The Oregon Trail," Brunstetter paralleled the modern-day struggles of a young woman with the higher-stakes perils of her video game counterpart. With "The Game," she is taking the outsider perspective, focusing on a support group of wives who decide to withhold sex to get their partners off Fortnite -- or The Game, as it is called here. (The play is a very loose adaptation of "Lysistrata," the ancient Greek comedy in which the sex strike is designed to end the Peloponnesian War.)



Brunstetter, 41, spoke over a video call about "The Game" the day after its final dress rehearsal at Playmakers Repertory Company in Chapel Hill, N.C. She discussed the two plays, her learning curve and the TV show that 
might
 lure her back into the world of gaming.



Here are edited excerpts from the conversation.




Megan Ketch and Lucas Dixon in "The Game," in which a group of women try to get their partners to stop playing a video game that resembles Fortnite.




Your characters show a familiarity with The Oregon Trail that they comically lack with The Game. Is that a fair estimation of your own expertise? Did you research Fortnite for "The Game"?



I know what I know about video games from my husband, mostly through hearing the one-sided version of conversations he has on his headset as he plays. I took a deep dive into the gaming terms after I finished my first draft. He read them and would be like: "That would never happen. This is completely inaccurate." Sometimes, when I'm writing, I like to make fun of my own ignorance.



It sounds like you learned about the perils of the Oregon Trail the hard way back in middle school.



I always died because I have zero skill or patience for games. I went to this private Lutheran school where we went right from chapel to the computer lab and killed a bunch of people. It's crazy that this thing we called a game had so much danger that we took so lightly. How much do humans need to feel scared and feel danger for our own comfort?



For the women in "The Game," an open-world update of The Game is a source of dismay. Did the preordained nature of The Oregon Trail dictate a different approach to your storytelling than the sandbox of Fortnite?



The technology back in 1995 and the way we related to it were so different. "The Oregon Trail" was much more about finite choices. The main character in my play is in her early to mid-20s, which is where I think a lot of people start to feel: "Oh, no. I made the wrong mistake. My life is over."



As for "The Game," it's an open world, which I think speaks to right now. How is the real world going to keep these men here when this other world is becoming so much richer and giving them so much control?



Not just men, though. One woman in the support group is there because of her female partner.



That was something my husband pointed out to me years ago: 
Somewhere around 45 percent of gamers are women
. I knew I had to include that. Especially in terms of the shoot-'em-up games, it's easy to assume that this is a male space. But of course women also have rage and frustration, and they need an outlet for that as well.



Whereas war in "Lysistrata" is definitely a male space.



"Lysistrata" ended up being more of a springboard. It had a lot of what I would call boner comedy -- big, bawdy, crowd-pleasing comedy -- and I wanted to find the similarities there. So I created the same women and started with the same story, but then just played it out in a contemporary setting. Also, unlike in "Lysistrata," the sex strike doesn't work.



Near the end, you also make a point of showing some of the more positive, world-building aspects of The Game.



The first idea I had for the play came from this in-between space in our lives where my husband and I were trying to have children and it wasn't working out. And he showed me 
what he had been building in Fallout
. And it really struck me that he wasn't just in there shooting things. He was making something. Then, during the pandemic, he set me up with this really calming farm game where you make crops grow. But I wasn't very good at it.



So you have done a bit of gaming in the last 25 years!



Well, and I 
did get into Words With Friends
 for a while. My thing is more looking at shoes that I don't need or, like: "My kid needs a raincoat! I'm going to look at kids' raincoats for the next half-hour!" But the game thing -- it just feels like it has no point to me. And as I say that, I recognize that the thing I need to do more than anything is to do things with no point.



Do you have any particular titles in mind?



Actually, yes. My husband and I 
watched "The Last of Us,"
 and I just loved that father-daughter -- well, father-surrogate daughter -- relationship. I am really curious to see if I ever find-slash-make the time 
to play that one
.
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Sydney Sweeney and Glen Powell on How 'Anyone but You' Beat the Rom-Com Odds



Here are their takeaways after the film, debuting on Netflix, went from box office miss to runaway hit.




Glen Powell and Sydney Sweeney in "Anyone but You." The film was initially an also-ran at the box office.




By Ashley Spencer


Apr 23, 2024


As Sydney Sweeney and Glen Powell promoted their romantic comedy, "
Anyone but You,"
 last year, life appeared to be imitating art: The co-stars posed 
cheek to cheek
 while sightseeing in Australia. Powell 
dipped
 a gleeful Sweeney in his arms. Sweeney cast 
longing gazes
 up at Powell on red carpets. The pair 
flirted and giggled
 in interviews.



When Powell and his long-term girlfriend 
broke up
, and Sweeney remained engaged to her fiance, Jonathan Davino (an executive producer of "Anyone but You"), rumors of an illicit offscreen relationship between the two actors took hold.



The speculation played out, the stars said, exactly as they intended.



"The two things that you have to sell a rom-com are fun and chemistry. Sydney and I have a ton of fun together, and we have a ton of effortless chemistry," Powell said in an interview. "That's people wanting what's on the screen off the screen, and sometimes you just have to lean into it a bit -- and it worked wonderfully. Sydney is very smart."



Sweeney, who is also an executive producer through her Fifty-Fifty Films company, said she was intimately involved with the marketing strategy on the Columbia Pictures film, including, perhaps, fanning those 
headline-generating
 flames.



"I was on every call. I was in text group chats. I was probably keeping everybody over at Sony marketing and distribution awake at night because I couldn't stop with ideas," she said. "I wanted to make sure that we were actively having a conversation with the audience as we were promoting this film, because at the end of the day, they're the ones who created the entire narrative."



The R-rated romance follows Bea (Sweeney) and Ben (Powell), who share a night that ends badly and are then thrust together at a destination wedding in Australia, where Ben's friend and Bea's sister are getting married. The film is based loosely on Shakespeare's "Much Ado About Nothing" and is full of bawdy zingers, grand gestures and sun-dappled scenery.



"You've got to get the ingredients in the meal just right: the story, the cast, the filmmakers, the chemistry, the ending," said Tom Rothman, chairman and chief executive of Sony Pictures Motion Picture Group, which includes Columbia. He added that the execution of a romantic comedy in particular "is a delicate task. So, if you're going to make one and go for it theatrically, it better be good."



Critics were divided on "Anyone but You," and it had an anemic start at the box office. It took in about $8 million over the long Christmas weekend against its $25 million budget, and opened in fifth place behind the latest "Aquaman" and "Wonka."




"I was probably keeping everybody over at Sony marketing and distribution awake at night because I couldn't stop with ideas," Sweeney said.




"I kept my expectations low and, in retrospect, not low enough," the director Will Gluck said. "The first week was disappointing."



But then something unusual happened: The audience for "Anyone but You" grew in its second and third weeks, and the film remained in the Top 5 at the U.S. box office each weekend through the end of January, thanks in part to 
multiple viewings
 by younger audiences. Sales also surged overseas, even in non-English-language markets, which are 
notoriously difficult
 for Hollywood comedies to crack.



Sony kept the film in U.S. theaters through February, and by the time "Anyone but You" arrives on Netflix this week as part of Sony's 
licensing deal
 with the streamer, the rom-com will have grossed more than $218 million worldwide.



While Rothman said that Sony "never really subscribed to the notions of the punditocracy that the rom-com was dead" at the box office, the studio put only a single, low-budget romantic comedy ("The Broken Hearts Gallery") into wide release between 2016 and 2022.



Here are three takeaways from the film's success.



The actors contributed off-camera, too.



The film's journey began in earnest in early 2022, when Sweeney, a star of "Euphoria" and "
Immaculate,"
 was actively seeking rom-com scripts to act in and produce. She and the producer Jeff Kirschenbaum came across one by 
Ilana Wolpert
, a screenwriter best known at the time for "High School Musical: The Musical: The Series."



"Ilana took such a cool, modern twist on Shakespeare, I felt like I was reading an early 2000s rom-com," Sweeney said of the script. "I loved wanting to be kissed in the rain, wanting to fall in love once I finished reading the script, wanting to cry, laugh, feeling all the feels."



Sweeney spent months meeting with potential lead actors and had narrowed it down to two or three others before meeting Powell at the MTV Movie & TV Awards. After a follow-up video call with him, she said she was convinced the actor, best known then for "Top Gun: Maverick," "had all the chops" to play Ben.



The stars then approached Gluck, whose credits include "Easy A" and "Friends With Benefits" at Sony, to direct and revise the script as they shopped it to studios. Within a matter of weeks, Sony snapped up the project -- a feat Sweeney partly attributed to her "building a great relationship" with the studio by acting in the superhero movie "Madame Web."



"Sydney is a force of nature," Rothman said, adding that Sony is lucky to be in business with her on future projects, which include a new "
Barbarella."
 



Ahead of the release of "Anyone but You," Sweeney said she pushed Sony to take "a leap of faith" and release a viral promo clip of her and Powell whispering raunchy "
ASMR pickup lines"
 that has since been viewed nearly 25 million times on TikTok. And after the film hit theaters, Sweeney noticed a handful of TikToking moviegoers 
lip-syncing
 and 
dancing
 to the Natasha Bedingfield song "
Unwritten"
 -- which plays 
a key role
 in the film -- and fueled the trend by sharing their clips with her nearly 20 million Instagram followers.



"I was like, this is really interesting, so I saved that and I storied that," Sweeney said, referring to Instagram's Stories feature. "Before I knew it, I was doing it every single night. It just spiraled into this thing that created a TikTok trend, and that is truly what built the audience."




"The two things that you have to sell a rom-com are fun and chemistry," Powell said. "Sydney and I have a ton of fun together, and we have a ton of effortless chemistry." 




Rom-com history matters.



For Dermot Mulroney, the veteran actor who plays a supporting role as Bea's father in "Anyone but You," being part of the film's success is a full-circle moment. He was in his early 30s when he starred in the 1997 rom-com "
My Best Friend's Wedding,"
 which made almost $300 million globally against its $35 million budget. Yet, Mulroney, who played the object of Julia Roberts and Cameron Diaz's affections in that hit, found he had few opportunities in the immediate aftermath.



"I was sitting there ready for the gift with purchase that was supposed to come along with being in a popular movie, and instead, I probably didn't work for a year," Mulroney said. "I chalked it up to me being so tiny on the poster, the little guy on the cake. I thought, gosh, you guys, if you'd made me a little bigger, maybe I could have gotten a job."



But Mulroney, now 60, said he was still approached daily by fans of the film -- decades after its release -- some of whom tell him they grew up watching it with their grandmothers.



The night before filming began on "Anyone but You" in Sydney, Gluck gathered the cast to watch "My Best Friend's Wedding" at a Sony screening room. It was the first time Mulroney had seen it since its premiere; afterward he spoke to the room, and Powell in particular, about the unexpected weight of being in a theatrical rom-com.



"I didn't want him to do what I did, which was minimize how important something is that might feel a little light or a little fluff when you're doing it," Mulroney said. "'What these movies mean to people,' I told Glen, 'will last for decades.' It will last until after you're gone in a way that maybe the other cool stuff he's doing won't. It has a different kind of absorption."




Dermot Mulroney and Julia Roberts in "My Best Friend's Wedding" (1997). Decades later, fans still approach him about the movie.




Powell took the message to heart and also relished the chance to embrace the goofier aspects of playing the love interest in a romantic comedy.



"For some reason, the rom-com male lead has just been reduced to a brooding male model that occasionally smiles at the girl across the room," Powell said. "But for me, if you're a male and you leave a rom-com looking cool, you've totally messed it up."



Gluck agreed. "We were very conscious of making it feel like a huge movie with big production and big escapism and big moments and big acts of love," he said, adding, "a lot of life's moments are cheesy and cringe."



Don't expect Hollywood to learn these lessons.



Gluck said he has had talks with Sweeney and Powell about reteaming on another film. And while Rothman said there has been "nothing official" discussed at the studio level, he would prefer to see the actors pair up again in an unrelated romantic comedy, similar to Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan's filmography together.



"Not that we wouldn't consider a sequel -- obviously, we would," Rothman said. "But I think maybe the healthiest opportunity is another original starring the two of them."



Mulroney said he and Roberts have discussed ways they could reunite in another rom-com. "I'd give anything to go around again with Julia," he said. "We're trying, for sure. We'll do whatever anybody can get up and going."



Still, Gluck is skeptical that the success of "Anyone but You" will herald a new wave of theatrical rom-coms. (Universal recently 
announced
 that its fourth "Bridget Jones" film will go straight to Peacock in the United States next year.)



"There's one thing I know for certain: Nothing will be learned from this," Gluck said. "I hope I'm wrong, but it's not like, in six months get ready for a rom-com revolution every weekend. I still think people are a little hesitant to figure out why it worked."
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'Orlando' Review: A Virginia Woolf Fantasy That Plays With Gender



In this revival of Sarah Ruhl's adaptation of the Woolf novel, now starring Taylor Mac, the flashes of comedy can't make up for the loss of poetry.




Taylor Mac in "Orlando," a revival at Signature Theater in New York.




By Elisabeth Vincentelli


Apr 24, 2024


There's a slight pause and a knowingly raised eyebrow -- enough to provoke laughter from the audience -- when the title character of "Orlando" begins to introduce himself with this line: "He -- for there could be no doubt of his sex."



But the play is set in a universe in which there is, in fact, doubt. And this Orlando is played by the protean writer and performer 
Taylor Mac
, who delivers the line while cutting a resplendent androgynous figure in shiny red boots and white, vaguely Elizabethan garb.



Sarah Ruhl's play, in a 
revival that opened on Sunday at Signature Theater
, is an adaptation of Virginia Woolf's fantasy of the same title. 
Published in 1928
, the book has traversed the decades as seemingly unscathed by time as its protagonist. When it starts, Orlando is a 16-year-old boy during Queen Elizabeth I's reign. About halfway through, he abruptly wakes up as a woman, and continues on, barely aging, until the story ends in the Roaring Twenties. Orlando might still be at it somewhere, for all we know.



In an era of questioning and rethinking gender norms, you can see why this tale would particularly resonate -- and indeed we just can't seem to quit it. In the past few years alone, the philosopher Paul B. Preciado explored his path as a trans man through the mirror of Woolf's novel in his film 
"Orlando, My Political Biography
," Emma Corrin starred in 
Neil Bartlett's 2022 stage adaptation
, and in 2019 the director Katie Mitchell and the playwright Alice Birch 
offered their own take
.



Ruhl's version 
premiered Off Broadway in 2010
, and casting Mac, a shape-shifter of the highest order, in this revival's main role is certainly a coup. Will Davis's production, however, seems to think that's enough.



The show gets off to a clunky start, repeatedly breaking the fourth wall and using that device as a crutch. This may be an attempt to echo Woolf's own distancing technique (she styled the novel as a biography), but it just comes across as broad, as if Davis didn't trust that the text's humor would still charm us. Mac is also a little tentative at first, which is odd for a performer known for boundary-crossing fearlessness. (Mac's most recent creation, the musical epic 
"Bark of Millions,"
 paid tribute to queer figures.)




Mac and Nathan Lee Graham in "Orlando."




After an early meeting with an appropriately arch Queen Elizabeth (Nathan Lee Graham), Orlando's next significant encounter is with the Russian princess Sasha (Janice Amaya, whose accent reminded me of the Soviet heel 
Zoya the Destroya
 in the wrestling series "GLOW"), with whom he falls madly in love. Sparks should be flying, but anything remotely sensual is missing from this production.



Things begin to stir with the arrival of Lisa Kron as a fetching representative of the Romanian nobility. She and Mac were in a superlative production of Bertolt Brecht's 
"Good Person of Szechwan"
 in 2013, and they appear to relish this time back together. Watching them revel in slapstick, you realize how rare it is to see such amusingly shameless hamming. But those scenes, enjoyable as they are, stick out from the rest of the show, which feels as if it is trying to make incompatible pieces fit and struggles to suggest any coherent idea about the text.



Oana Botez's costumes don't help much: The looks for Orlando and Queen Elizabeth are fairly period-specific, and inventive; with her golden winglike appendages, Her Majesty appears as if she could take flight at any moment. But the five other cast members make do mostly with assorted track jackets and pants -- was there no budget left for them?



The biggest surprise in the production is how much it improves after the intermission, as Mac settles into the role. The comedy is still expertly done. An inspired bit involves the difficulty of crossing and uncrossing one's legs in sticky, squeaky vinyl boots; another has Orlando, now a woman, trying out different readings of the words "Yes, please." But it's the character's melancholy that finally emerges when confronted with the weight of a long life -- one that has swung from the freedoms enjoyed by men to the restrictions imposed on women. Writing and poetry could mean salvation for Orlando. It might not be enough for this show.



Orlando
Through May 12 at the Signature Theater, Manhattan; 
signaturetheatre.org
. Running time: 1 hour 40 minutes.
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Critic's Pick



Review: John Adams's 'El Nino' Arrives at the Met in Lush Glory



The opera-oratorio, an alternate Nativity story, featured a flurry of Met debuts, including the director Lileana Blain-Cruz and the conductor Marin Alsop.




A scene from the Metropolitan Opera's production of "El Nino," directed by Lileana Blain-Cruz.




By Oussama Zahr


Apr 24, 2024


On Tuesday night, the Metropolitan Opera continued to play a bit of catch-up with the American composer John Adams.



As a Minimalist of striking imagination and moral probity, 
Adams
 has developed a distinct musical style and point of view that have earned him a firm place in the pantheon of American art music over the past 40 years or so. His operas, though, didn't make it to the Met stage until 2008, when 
"Doctor Atomic"
 had its East Coast premiere. 
"Nixon in China"
 followed in 2011 and 
"The Death of Klinghoffer"
 in 2014, decades after they were written. These are Adams's so-called CNN operas, with subject matter ripped from headlines and history books. But "El Nino," a hybrid opera-oratorio from 2000 that had its Met premiere on Tuesday, is a different animal.



Created with the librettist and director Peter Sellars, a frequent collaborator, 
"El Nino"
 is an alternative Nativity story, drawing its Spanish, Latin and English texts from the Apocrypha, 20th-century Mexican and South American poetry, a medieval mystery play and, of course, the New Testament. The gospels of James and Pseudo-Matthew, which didn't make it into the codified Bible, provide some of the most characterful scenes, as when Joseph comes home to find Mary six months pregnant and exclaims irately, "Who did this evil thing in my house and defiled her?"



The air of triumph as the curtain came down on Tuesday night owed as much to the piece as to the director Lileana Blain-Cruz's vibrant and infectiously exultant production. It was almost as inspiring to see as it was to hear Adams's marvelous work on the Met's stage.



It was an evening of firsts. The trailblazing conductor Marin Alsop made her long overdue Met debut to much applause. The singers Julia Bullock and 
Davone Tines
 and most of the creative team also made their first appearances.



Taking a cue from the piece's Latin flavor, Blain-Cruz trades the Middle Eastern climate of standard biblical depictions for a lushly tropical realm. The set designer Adam Rigg's storybook framework, with rolling hills and broad-leaved plants that look like cardboard cutouts, achieves grandeur without aloofness. Montana Levi Blanco's moss-green costumes for the chorus amplify the sense of a thriving natural world, but shocks of hot pink and aquatic blue, particularly in Yi Zhao's hallucinogenic lighting design for "Shake the Heavens," recall the iridescent striations of a Mexican serape. The puppet designer James Ortiz's contributions reach a captivating zenith in the "Christmas Star" finale of Part 1.



Alsop's musical interpretation beautifully suits the production concept. From the oratorio's first moments, Adams's musical signature, a clangorous, silvery sound that accrues impact in orderly ways, is apparent. Rapid eighth notes in the woodwinds, dotted rhythms in the strings, filigrees of guitar and bleating brasses fit together like the gears of a gleaming, churning machine in perfect harmony with itself. Alsop kept the rhythm insistent but chose a slightly slow tempo, loosening the tight weave of the instrumental parts and transforming its mechanical effect into something more organic. Woodwinds breathed, and guitars turned hypnotic. The orchestra flourished.



Freed from geographical and historical specificity, Blain-Cruz elaborated on Mary and Joseph's migrancy, their journeys through Nazareth, Bethlehem and Egypt as they fled from persecution. Bullock's Mary migrates by land and J'Nai Bridges's Mary by sea. (Both singers portray Mary, and Tines portrays both Joseph and Herod.) A discreet conveyor-belt-style mechanism allows Bullock to appear to trudge by foot through distant lands, and Bridges rides through painterly waves on a boat overstuffed with passengers.



The production's breathtaking images don't always compensate, though, for the oratorio's stiltedness. Rather than fight the inaction, Blain-Cruz sometimes ceded the stage to the singers, though she didn't present a consistent solution for the oratorio's seesawing between drama and narration.



Bullock was a knowing, self-assured young mother-to-be, who sang with warmth and mystery as she wrestled with the human toll of holy purpose. Her "Magnificat" was beatific, but the middle of her voice could turn shouty, and she struggled above the staff throughout the evening. Bridges, with a voice both voluptuous and statuesque, sang with depth and serenity as she traced the serpentine melody of "La Anunciacion." In Part 2, as a mother who struggles with her son's terrible destiny, she enveloped her infant in the rich swaddling of her voice.



Bullock and Bridges weren't the only Marys onstage. 
Different versions of the Virgin Mother
, portrayed by ensemble members, recalled not just Catholic iconography but also Mexican and Indigenous sartorial traditions.



Tines, singing with warm, auburn shades and a beguiling elasticity, portrayed Joseph as an ordinary man who struggles with the holy duty thrust upon him. As Herod, the murderously petty king, Tines donned extravagant military regalia and stone-gray face makeup (which he later removed onstage). His voice drained of color, Tines's Herod raged in severe displays of vainglory and military might.



The countertenors Key'mon W. Murrah, Siman Chung and Eric Jurenas sang with sumptuous clarity as the Angel Gabriel, the Three Wise Men and the show's narrators. The chorus brought marvelous texture and point to its role; the righteous indignation of "Memorial De Tlatelolco," which requires a soprano soloist who can scale tragic heights, felt tempered in Bullock's rendition, so it fell to the choristers to lament the Slaughter of the Innocents with fire and grandeur in the next number.



The poetry that Adams and Sellars interpolate into the Nativity story reawakens listeners to its emotional depth while keeping its well-known episodes -- the Annunciation, the Magnificat and the Adoration of the Magi -- in place. Adams and Sellars reinforce the momentousness of the Holy Birth with a Gabriela Mistral poem about a visionary young girl who sets fire to the world, and they transform the Slaughter of the Innocents into a tribute to the students who were murdered in the 
Tlatelolco massacre
 of 1968.




Oh, Marys: Bridges, left, and Bullock.




Just as moving as those monumental set pieces is Rosario Castellanos's deeply personal poem "Se Habla de Gabriel," in which a mother confesses that the act of sacrificing herself to bring a child into the world can be as painful as it is selfless. Bullock and Bridges, who sang together in "Nativity Reconsidered," a scaled-down version of Adams's oratorio developed by Bullock that premiered in 2018, forged an effortless intimacy in a duet of haunted conviction.



Bullock will return to the Met next season in Adams's most recent opera, "Antony and Cleopatra," which had its 
world premiere in San Francisco
 less than two years ago. An adaptation of Shakespeare's play, it represents a new direction for Adams, and this time, the Met is ready for it.



El Nino



Through May 17 at the Metropolitan Opera, 
metopera.org
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/arts/music/review-john-adams-el-nino-met-opera.html
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Harvard's Taylor Swift Scholars Have Thoughts on 'Tortured Poets'



The students taking Harvard University's class on the singer are studying up. Their final papers are due at the end of the month.




On Thursday night, about 50 students from the Harvard class gathered to await the midnight release of Taylor Swift's new album.




By Madison Malone Kircher


Apr 19, 2024


Fans of Taylor Swift often study up for a new album, revisiting the singer's older works to prepare to analyze lyrics and song titles for 
secret messages and meanings
.



"The Tortured Poets Department"
 is getting much the same treatment, and perhaps no group of listeners was better prepared than the students at Harvard University currently studying Ms. Swift's works in an 
English class devoted entirely to the artist
. The undergraduate course, "Taylor Swift and Her World," is taught by Stephanie Burt, who has her students comparing Ms. Swift's songs to works by poets and writers including Willa Cather, Samuel Taylor Coleridge and William Wordsworth.



On Thursday night, about 50 students from the class gathered in a lecture hall on campus to listen to Ms. Swift's new album. Mary Pankowski, a 22-year-old senior studying history of art and architecture, wore a cream sweatshirt she bought at Ms. Swift's 
Eras tour
 last year. The group made beaded friendship bracelets to celebrate the new album, she said.



When the clock struck midnight, the classroom erupted into applause, and the analysis began. First, the group listened through the album once without discussing, just taking it all in.



Certain lines, however, immediately caused a stir, said Samantha Wilhoit, a junior studying government -- like a reference to the singer Charlie Puth and the scathing lyrics to the song "The Smallest Man Who Ever Lived," Ms. Wilhoit, 21, said.



A line from the song "I Can Do It With a Broken Heart," in which Ms. Swift sings, "I cry a lot but I am so productive," also seemed to resonate, Ms. Wilhoit said, laughing.



A smaller group of students, including Ms. Pankowski, stuck it out until the early hours of the morning waiting to see if Ms. Swift would drop additional music. At 2 a.m., they were rewarded with an additional "volume" of 15 tracks called "The Anthology." Ms. Pankowski said she didn't go to sleep until hours later.



Speaking with The New York Times together on a video call Friday morning, several students from the class discussed their thoughts on the 31 new songs and brainstormed their final papers, which are due at the end of the month.



"The song 'Clara Bow' reminded me of 'The Song of the Lark,'" Makenna Walko, 19, said, citing the Willa Cather novel that follows the career of an aspiring opera singer, Thea Kronborg. "She's talking about a girl trying to make it out of her small town and trying to get to Manhattan, and what it's like to have these big, musical dreams and try to pursue them," she continued. "That's a narrative that has shown up a lot in Taylor's own life, over the course of her own career. In a lot of ways, it's Taylor's story, too."



Lola DeAscentiis, a sophomore, zeroed in on the song "But Daddy I Love Him," comparing it to the Sylvia Plath poem "Daddy." She plans to explore the link in her final paper.



"I hesitate to say that the song was anywhere near the genius of Sylvia Plath -- no offense to Taylor Swift -- but I can definitely see some similarities in the themes, like sadness, depression and mental health," Ms. DeAscentiis, 20, said. (Ms. DeAscentiis also drew a distinction between being a fan of Ms. Swift and being a devoted Swiftie. She said she identified as the former.)



"The way that Taylor overlays her relationship with the significant other that she's talking about in the song with the relationship that she has with her father -- I think that was very Plath," she added.



Another student, Ana Paulina Serrano, echoed Ms. DeAscentiis, noting that the class had learned about the genre of confessional poetry. "Is Taylor considered a confessional poet?" Ms. Serrano, a 21-year-old junior majoring in neuroscience, asked the group on the call. In support of her own position, she offered as evidence Ms. Swift's song "Mastermind," a track off "Midnights," in which Ms. Swift reveals herself to have calculated and plotted the outcome of a relationship.



"Sometimes she's confessing things that we, like, already knew or assumed, but she often seems to feel this need to explicitly tell us," Ms. Serrano added.



Isabel Levin, a 23-year-old senior studying integrative biology, said she thought Ms. Swift's delivery on several tracks had a spoken-word quality. She wondered if maybe some of the lyrics had initially begun not as songs but as more traditional poems.



Ms. Swift has said she categorizes her songs by the type of pen she imagines using to write each. A "frivolous, carefree, bouncy" song is a glitter gel pen song, while a fountain pen song might be more "brutally honest," 
according to Ms. Swift
. Quill pen songs are "all old-fashioned, like you're a 19th-century poet crafting your next sonnet by candlelight," she explained during her acceptance speech as songwriter-artist of the decade at the Nashville Songwriter Awards in 2022.



And with what implement might Ms. Swift have written "Tortured Poets?"



Quill pen, for sure, Ms. Walko said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/19/style/taylor-swift-harvard-class-tortured-poets.html
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critic's Notebook



Will the French Olympic Team Be Best Dressed at the Opening Ceremony?



Carine Roitfeld teamed up with Berluti to sprinkle some fashion fairy dust on the designs. Here's the verdict.




The looks that the French Olympic delegation will wear in the opening ceremony. 




By Vanessa Friedman


Apr 16, 2024


In the sprawling fashion show that will be the 2024 Summer Olympics -- the various ceremonial fits, the performance uniforms, the podium kit, the merch -- there is perhaps no more freighted look than what the French delegation will wear to the opening ceremony.



Not only is France the host country, but it has enlisted 
LVMH
, the world's largest luxury conglomerate, as a lead sponsor, meaning that fashion and all other forms of sumptuously chic craft have become part of the story of the event -- beginning with the OC outfit. Which means it has to represent not just France, not just French athletes, but Frenchness itself, that
 
je ne sais quoi of Gallic style. And it has to look good on approximately 1,400 members of the Olympic and Paralympic delegation as they march down the side of the Seine in the heat of the European summer.



No pressure. On Tuesday, a hundred days out from the Games, as the Olympic torch begins to make its way from Athens to Paris, the looks were finally revealed.



Tapped to fulfill the job was Berluti, a surprising choice by LVMH given that it is one of the group's smaller houses, a men's wear brand and doesn't even have an official designer -- and other potential candidates included Louis Vuitton, Christian Dior, Givenchy and Kenzo. It is exactly because of all that, however, that Berluti stands to benefit the most from the gig. Also, Antoine Arnault, the LVMH Olympics czar, said, "Berluti is the temple of bespoke and thus capable of outfitting a swimmer, a basketball player or a gymnast." If the brand gets it right, it's a win even without a medal.



So did they?



Designed in collaboration with Carine Roitfeld, the former editor of French Vogue, current editor of CR Fashion Book, and an all-around famous Frenchwoman, the looks are a valiant attempt to rewrite the rules of athlete outfits that somehow also call to mind Alain Delon and Catherine Deneuve playing Pan Am flight attendants on the lam at Le Palace.




There is a sleeveless jacket that comes with matching slim pants or a straight skirt cut to the knee.




"We started with the idea of a suit," Ms. Roitfeld said on a call from Paris. "Which is a bit new for sport, because usually they go more for the jogging or the shorts." When Ms. Roitfeld said "jogging," she gave a small sniff, as if she had just smelled some congealed salmon mousse.



But, she went on, not just any suit. "We wanted something more classic, chic, for special moments. So I thought of Le Smoking."



Otherwise known as a tuxedo, the smoking is a quintessentially French garment, though, because the Berluti Olympic smoking is in blue, to match the French flag, it also looks less like a tuxedo and more like a normal suit. The shawl collar lapels, with their glossy degrade version of the French tricolor (degrade being a fashion term for colors that seem to fade gradually into one another), also refers to a Berluti loafer treatment, in addition to nodding to the 
official French team uniforms
, designed by Stephane Ashpool of Pigalle (while providing a contrast to the Pigalle streetwear edge).



Ms. Roitfeld said she was surprised when she was asked to work with Berluti on the OC looks, since "usually my style is more sleek, is long, is black." Also, she said, she had never actually been to an Olympics and generally did not "do sport." But she liked the idea of a challenge, and she 
really
 liked the idea of celebrating French taste.




The collar lapels are a degrade version of the French tricolor. A matching silk scarf can be tucked into a pocket. 




Along with Le Smoking, this idea is represented by a matching silk scarf, which can be tucked into a pocket like a hankie or tied around the neck like a foulard. The jacket also comes in a sleeveless style and with matching slim pants or a straight skirt cut to the knee. The athletes will be able to adjust the length as they wish, so, Ms. Roitfeld said, "maybe she can feel a bit the wind under the skirt."



Worn with the jacket is a tailored white shirt -- the kind, Ms. Roitfeld said, that made her think of a young man dancing at a nightclub after a black tie event, when he had taken off his tie and loosed the buttons at the neck. (This idea may be somewhat lost in the sunshine of the opening.) Accessories include a logo belt, black sneakers with a degrade sole and slim-line leather loafers.



Of course, it is possible that, in the parade of nations, such looks will seem less reminiscent of air travel and more surprising than they do in a photo shoot framed by the ornate environs of a classic hotel particulier in Place Vendome. In the context of the other Olympic opening fits, which include Ralph Lauren's designs for the United States, Lululemon's for Canada and Armani's for Italy, they may stand out for offering luxe, calme et volupte, the lite version.



They already have one fan, in any case. Ms. Roitfeld said she would happily wear the skirt. She added, though, that she would probably make it "a little tighter."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/16/style/lvmh-2024-french-olympic-opening-ceremony-outfits.html
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Entertaining With



A Beloved Copenhagen Cafe Gets Serious About Dinner



The chef Frederik Bille Brahe has transformed the Apollo Bar & Kantine into his version of a fine dining restaurant, and celebrated with a meal for his family and collaborators.



By Gisela Williams


Apr 15, 2024


When the Danish chef Frederik Bille Brahe took over Apollo Bar & Kantine in 2017, it was an unassuming museum cafe where a person might grab a quick sandwich after seeing one of the contemporary art exhibitions at the Kunsthal Charlottenborg, set within the same grand 17th-century complex in central Copenhagen.



"Very quickly," said the museum's director, Michael Thouber, recently, "Frederik transformed it into a meeting place." Thouber, 53, had been a regular at the since-closed seafood and vegetable-focused restaurant Havfruen, one of Bille Brahe's small empire of casual but innovative restaurants and cafes across the city, and two years after his appointment at the institution, he asked the chef to revive the Apollo. Bille Brahe introduced a menu of elevated comfort food (a daily ceviche, homemade sourdough toast topped with Comte or ricotta and berries) and outfitted the airy interior with paint-splattered midcentury chairs and plaster-cast classical statues from the museum, attracting -- along with more gallery goers -- people from the art, design and fashion worlds. In the simple canteen behind the Apollo's dining room, he began serving an affordable vegetarian midday meal to the students and staff of the neighboring Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts. The Apollo became known, said Bille Brahe, for many things: "The terrace, the bar, blueberry toast, parties and fashion."



But by 2020, the cafe's success had begun to weigh on him. Bille Brahe, now 40, felt he'd become more of a manager, overseeing invoices and catering events, rather than the creative person he's always strived to be. And then came the pandemic, which, he said, "forced me to rethink things quite radically": to secure his businesses financially, he had to reorganize and scale up his popular all-day cafe Atelier September in the Gothersgade neighborhood -- there are now three in the city -- and in doing so he felt like he lost touch with the Apollo. His initial impulse was to leave it and do something completely new. But inspired partly by reading the 2016 book "Staying With the Trouble" by the American feminist theorist Donna J. Haraway -- which recommends examining one's past choices "and rather than discarding everything, adjusting things bit by bit," explained Bille Brahe -- he changed his mind. He decided to recommit to the Apollo and
 
"to rediscover my gastronomic ambitions," he said. In addition to other, more subtle changes, that meant shifting his focus away from lunch and breakfast and toward dinner.



The new Apollo, which opened in late February, still offers a small menu of seasonal lunch dishes, such as a citrusy green salad named for Bille Brahe's wife -- the model and fashion designer Caroline Brasch Nielsen, 30 -- and a briny anchovy toast made with homemade bread. But the interior has evolved
 
and the dinner service, which formerly felt more like a prelude to a night of dancing on the tables -- as it often was -- is, while not exactly formal, certainly more grown up.
 
One evening in February, a week after it reopened, Bille Brahe decided to dedicate an evening to the friends, family members and collaborators who helped him pull off this transformation, allowing them to try the new dishes together. "My ambition now," he explained, "is to say, 'Hey, you can find me at the Apollo. It's my home. It's where I cook.'"




Seated at the table in the foreground, clockwise from left: Rune Bruun Johansen, Henriette Bretton-Meyer, Bille Brahe, his son, Caroline Brasch Nielsen and Alexander Tovborg.




The attendees:
 Bille Brahe scheduled the evening to start at 6 p.m., so that his and Brasch Nielsen's three children -- ranging in age from 8 months to 5 years -- could be there. His sister, the jewelry designer Sophie Bille Brahe, 43, who also has young children, was grateful for the early start, too. The other guests included Thouber; the curator Henriette Bretton-Meyer, 52; Silas Adler, 38, the creative director of the fashion brand Soulland; the antiques dealer and furniture designer Rune Bruun Johansen, 47,
 
who helped design the first Apollo and reimagine the new space; the painter Alexander Tovborg, 40; the composer and jazz pianist August Rosenbaum, 36; and the writer and food critic Martin Kongstad, 60.



The food: 
Bille Brahe and his executive chef, Yuta Kurahashi, 36, served highlights from the new dinner menu family style. As everyone arrived, smoked mussels arranged on rectangular toasts and plates of panisse (chickpea fritters) topped with fried sage were placed on the bar and tables for guests to snack on as they drank sparkling wine from the biodynamic Orsi Vigneto estate in northern Italy. Once everyone was seated, more snacks came out, including halved boiled eggs lathered with a thick tahini dressing. For starters, there was redfish sashimi flavored with miyagawa ponzu and chili oil, and globe artichokes stuffed with kale cream. The mains were a rich fondue of Comte and Gruyere with black truffle and egg yolk served in a pumpkin shell -- and a new signature dish that Bille Brahe calls Salada Rosso. It's composed of a whole head of radicchio that's been deconstructed, coated with a black garlic and almond cream as well as a lemony vinaigrette, then reassembled with chunks of blood orange hidden between the leaves 
(the full recipe is here)
. Dessert was a Bille Brahe childhood favorite: hollowed-out lemons filled with sorbet. In his version, there was a citrus sorbet at the top of each fruit, a slick of olive oil and a little sea salt in the middle and a goat cheese sorbet at the bottom. "Pumpkins and lemons are very important to me in the winter," Bille Brahe said. "They arrive like a lantern just when you need their yellow light."



The drinks:
 Accompanying dinner was a natural Chenin Blanc from the Loire called La Navine from the producer and former musician Sebastien Dervieux, a.k.a. Babass. "It's one of my favorites," said Bille Brahe. "As natural as a wine can get but still sharp and beautiful with a green, herbal expression that works really well with umami flavors."




A banquette and chairs by the designer Rune Bruun Johansen, who upholstered them with a textile from Jutland.




The decor:
 The Apollo's main 430-square-foot dining room, a narrow rectangular space, feels intimate despite its high ceilings. One side is lined by a bright red bar with a black marble top and the other by a long banquette fronted by a dozen small wood tables; the floors are well-worn parquet. "We restored the tables and chairs I made for the original Apollo," said Bruun Johansen, "and upholstered the sofa with a very special Danish heritage fabric made in Jutland." The most important and symbolic object in the cafe is a large-scale painted tapestry that Tovborg made for the original restaurant and has painted over several times. Its current composition, of blue and red flowerlike shapes surrounding an abstracted female figure on a gold background, suggests the flag of a utopian nation. "For me the greatest luxury is something that someone, with their own hands, has taken hours and hours to make," said Bille Brahe.



The music:
 Before the meal began, Bille Brahe asked Rosenbaum, another longtime friend, to give an impromptu piano concert in the canteen. He improvised a jazzlike performance, to the delight of the crowd. "I've played in that room many times," he said, "and it's different every time."




Rosenbaum, standing at center, saying goodbye to Tovborg, to his right, and Bruun Johansen, to his left.




The conversation:
 There was a lot of talk about good times spent at the old Apollo. "There's something very generous about Frederik that is conveyed in his places," said Kongstad, the restaurant critic. "Over the years I have made so many friends here and that kindness and hospitality in a place has become more important to me than technique or what herbs I can taste in a sauce." There was also much discussion of the transformation. "Before, the bar was loaded with alcohol bottles and now it's where people are cooking," said Adler, the creative director. "It's what the place needed: The food is at the center."




Bille Brahe, right, preparing dessert behind the bar with Thouber, left.




Entertaining tip:
 Bille Brahe believes that the more generous a host is, the better the energy of the evening. "Splurge on the wine, buy the best freshest ingredients," he said. "Give everything you can without expecting anything in return. That's my philosophy."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/15/t-magazine/frederik-bille-brahe-copenhagen-cafe-apollo.html
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Beyonce Showed Her Hair Being Washed. Here's Why It Matters.



In a video on Instagram, the singer provided fans a rare glimpse of her routine.




Beyonce posted a video on her Instagram profile featuring a rare close-up of her long curly hair being washed, conditioned, straightened and styled using her Cecred products.




By Gina Cherelus


Apr 23, 2024


First, she gave us disco Beyonce. Then she gave us cowboy Beyonce. And now? G.R.W.M. Beyonce.



On Monday, Beyonce shared a rare glimpse of her wash day routine in a unpolished video to promote her new hair-care line, shocking many in a rare moment of her giving fans such an in-depth look at her real hair.



In February, she announced the line, Cecred, a collection of 
eight hair-care products
 using luxury ingredients and encouraging a ritualistic practice to achieve healthy hair. Inspired from her childhood experience of growing up sweeping inside her mother's hair salon, Beyonce said that she wanted to bring her mother's "teachings to life," 
according to the brand's website
.



News of the brand was met with excitement from fans, but also skepticism from some who felt as if she lacked credibility: While performing and in public appearances, her hair is almost always tucked away in wigs or supplemented with weave extensions.



Apart from its function as a commercial for the products, the video also appears to be the singer's way of addressing some of the backlash and doubt she has received.



What happened?



Early Monday morning, a 
video
 was posted on Beyonce's Instagram profile featuring a close-up of the star's long, curly hair being washed, conditioned, straightened and styled using Cecred products. In the video, which was shared about two months after the brand's debut, she said that she was finally ready to show how it has helped her hair. (The name of the brand is 
a portmanteau combining
 the end of her name with the word "sacred.")



"It has been such a special experience seeing all of your #cecredwashday rituals all over my timeline," she wrote in the caption. "I just had to join in with something I had in the archives."



In the clip, Neal Farinah, Beyonce's longtime hairdresser, parts and combs her hair in different directions, showing up close that it is indeed sprouting from her scalp.



"The stigma and misconception is that people who wear wigs don't have long and healthy hair," she said in a voice over, adding that the belief was not true.



Why are people obsessed with the length of Beyonce's hair?



Beyonce's hair has been scrutinized for years. Usually spotted in wigs and braids, the pop star has mostly styled her hair with extensions, as many celebrities do. But her longtime use of weaves has 
made it hard
 for some to believe that her hair is as long as it appears in the video.



These claims have driven 
her fans
, her hairstylist and even her mother, Tina Knowles, to attest publicly that Beyonce is wearing weaves by choice, not out of necessity. In a since-deleted video shared on Instagram in 2019, Ms. Knowles combs through her daughter's dark brown, waist-length hair in an effort to shut down rumors. 
The video was reposted by Mr. Farinah
, who captioned the video: "WHAT WEAVE WHAT WIG. YES YES ALL NATURAL."



And in 2017, Ms. Knowles posted a photo on Instagram showing her daughter's real blond hair in a low ponytail.



"INCHES!!!! So happy my baby's hair grew back!! She is going to get me," 
she joked in the caption
.



Wait, do you need to have long hair to have a credible hair-care brand?



No. For example, the founder of Sundial Brands, which is the manufacturer behind popular beauty brands like SheaMoisture and Nubian Heritage, 
is bald
.



So why is it so hard to believe Beyonce has long hair?



There's a longstanding stereotype that Black women's natural hair can grow only so long, leading some to believe that Black women wear weaves because they are pretending to have long hair or are assimilating to white beauty standards. In reality, many Black women can grow long and healthy hair just fine, but the stigma persists.



Weaves, wigs and braid extensions are known as protective style options since Afro-textured hair can take a lot of time and attention to style and maintain. Braids and weaves can make visits to the pool or the gym more manageable, for instance, and having a protective style requires a lot less hair products to pack while traveling, saving luggage space. When installed correctly and properly cared for, these styles can save time on morning routines, allow for versatility in hairdos and result in length retention by reducing daily hair manipulation.



Got it! What did Tina Knowles have to say about these latest developments?



Ms. Knowles later reposted a video featuring audio of the comedian Katt Williams bragging about his long, natural hair without the use of a perm. The clip, 
which she shared on her Instagram account with a cheeky caption
, included an image of Beyonce and her natural hair.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/23/style/beyonce-real-hair-cecred-products.html
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How to Age Fingernails, and Other Tips From a Movie Makeup Book



Emily Schubert has done makeup and prosthetics on movies like "The Sweet East" and "Good Time." She shares her tricks in a new book with A24.




Emily Schubert, right, on the set of "The Sweet East," the 2023 film directed by Sean Price Williams.




By Sandra E. Garcia


Apr 22, 2024


Two girls on the street pointed and laughed at me. My Uber driver stared at me suspiciously. My neighbor's eyes popped out of his head, and when my husband saw me, he begged me to remove it before date night.



It was the fake chin that Emily Schubert, 32, a makeup and prosthetics artist, had placed on me earlier that day. It elongated my face and protruded far from my actual chin, making me look like a cartoon version of myself. It was lightweight, it matched my complexion perfectly and it moved fluidly with my expressions.



In her new book, "
Beauty of the Beast: A Makeup Manual
," out this week with the art house studio A24, Ms. Schubert shares her tricks for creating this and other uncanny looks. There are instructions on how to age fingernails, how to apply and remove prosthetics, how to create the illusion of missing teeth and how to make someone look sick or dead. Ms. Schubert also shows readers how to make scars, neck bladders and bald caps.



"This book is for anybody who is a budding filmmaker who wants to know how to make these things," Ms. Schubert said, wearing a charcoal gray shirt stained with paints and makeup that she has worn on all of her jobs. "They are all of these things that people have asked me over the past 15 years, 10 years about indie filmmaking, where they're like: 'OK, we have this character and they're missing a tooth. Can you do that?'"



Over her nearly two decades in the field, Ms. Schubert has worked on films like "The Sweet East" and "Good Time," and has done makeup for dozens of actors, singers and celebrities, and even Bill Clinton. She said she began experimenting when she was 13 years old, and long before.



"I remember I used to wear those washable Crayola markers as lipstick to preschool," Ms. Schubert said, standing in her Brooklyn studio. "But I liked the yellow. I liked to make it look like I was sick."




Ms. Schubert shares her prosthetics expertise in "Beauty of the Beast." 




Her passion for makeup was inspired by a book as well. As a teenager, she discovered "Bobbi Brown Makeup Manual" and became obsessed with the legendary makeup artist. After a back surgery at 13, Ms. Schubert said, she began to think about makeup and herself differently.



"After my surgery, I went to the bathroom and I realized that the tiles were gray behind me, but I was also gray because I lost so much blood," Ms. Schubert said. "I started thinking about beauty then in a different way. To do beauty makeup is just to look alive."



While she was bedridden for close to six months after her surgery, she started doing special effects on herself. It was her coping mechanism, she said. When she returned to Horace Mann School the following year, she began to do her friends' makeup, too. Sometimes she used makeup to beautify them, but occasionally she made them look sick, so they could skip exams. Not long after, at 14, she was hired by her older brother's friend, who was attending the New York Film Academy, to do makeup on the set of his project.



Her first task on set? To make a 9-year-old boy look as if he had survived a zombie apocalypse, she recalled.



"I had a little bag with black eyeliner and a light blush," Ms. Schubert said. "I took the black eyeliner and smudged it in between his ribs. I knew what that looked like because of what I went through."



Later, at Wesleyan University, Ms. Schubert studied architecture, but she stayed close to the film department, especially when it came time to help seniors working on their end-of-year theses. Many of those same people ended up enlisting her help for projects when she returned to New York after graduation.



One of them was 
Matthew Barney
, an artist who hired Ms. Schubert for his five-part video installation, 
"Secondary."
 Because the project was based on real people and true events, Mr. Barney said, Ms. Schubert decided that the costuming and makeup should oscillate between the past and the present.



"Emily is not, like, a literal thinker," Mr. Barney said. "I think somebody who thinks more abstractly is a great collaborator in a situation like this, and Emily is definitely like that. She sort of thinks around things in a really compelling way."



Dev Hynes, the musician and composer known as Blood Orange, is another frequent collaborator of Ms. Schubert's who says he returns to her for her capacity to envision a fully fleshed-out character.



Mr. Hynes, who has collaborated with Mariah Carey, Solange Knowles and Kylie Minogue, has worked with Ms. Schubert on music videos like 
"Hope"
 and "
Dark and Handsome
."



"She gets things very quickly," Mr. Hynes said. "Once that's understood, she then will go further than where you were thinking and go to places that then you're like: 'Oh yeah, that is amazing. I would never thought of that.'"



He added, "There won't be another viewpoint similar to it, which I think is very important."



Ms. Schubert said that spending time with her own reference guides and manuals helped her develop her own aesthetic taste. In addition to Bobbi Brown's 2008 book, she credits "
Dick Smith's Do-It-Yourself Monster Make-up
" by Richard Emerson Smith, who won an Oscar in 1985 for his work on "Amadeus" and worked on movies like "The Godfather" and "The Exorcist." His hope that others might learn from his expertise was so sincere that he put his phone number in the back of the book.



Ms. Schubert said she wanted to channel Mr. Smith's collaborative spirit with her own makeup manual.



"I loved his open heartedness," she said, while using a cut paintbrush to add the blue and pink tones of muscle to my prosthetic chin. "I have had people say to me, 'You are giving away all your secrets.' But I don't see it that way at all. I think it's a really beautiful thing to do."



Besides, she added, "It's not only the recipe that makes the soup good, either."
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A Very Famous Model Stars in a Very Pixelated Book of Wigs



With the model Kaia Gerber, the hairstylist Guido Palau created a "low-fi" project about the transformative power of hair.




"Hidden Identities," designed by Fabien Baron, includes 164 pages of low-resolution images of Ms. Gerber captured from iPhone videos. The $65 book was printed in a limited quantity of 750.




By Jessica Testa


Apr 23, 2024


Guido Palau was sitting in an airport lounge in Miami, on his way to New York. Kaia Gerber was sitting in a car in Los Angeles, on her way to the airport.



"This is exactly what our life is like," Mr. Palau said on their group call. "Story of our life," Ms. Gerber echoed.



Still, at the end of 2022, they found a day off to "play together," Mr. Palau said.



He made some wigs. Ms. Gerber modeled them. Mr. Palau and his assistants filmed her on their iPhones, then took screenshots from their videos. Those screenshots became images in Mr. Palau's latest book, "
Hidden Identities
," to be released on May 4 by Idea.



"We live in a world where so many of the images we're seeing are high-definition and curated," Ms. Gerber said -- unlike the pixelated and blurry images of "Hidden Identities," which Mr. Palau has described as banal and amateurish.



"Not being precious about it created a sense of artistic freedom," she said.



Ms. Gerber, 22, is a model and actress. She has starred in campaigns for Alaia and Celine, as well as comedies like the Apple TV+ series "
Palm Royale
" and the lesbian teen romp "
Bottoms
." She has a 
book club
 and an 
off-duty style
 that has been described variously as "hot girl librarian" and "granny chic."








Mr. Palau, 62, is a 
prolific hairstylist
, known for his unconventional but influential work, beginning with 
George Michael's "Freedom '90" video
, which starred Ms. Gerber's mother, Cindy Crawford. Later he shaped images of the "anti-supermodel" Kate Moss; of Lee Alexander McQueen's rebellious runways; of, more recently, the Miu Miu girl, with her 
windswept, deliberately frizzy hair
. 



"I like to find all the nuances in hair," said Mr. Palau, who first worked with Ms. Gerber in 2015, when she was 13. "And for Kaia to pick up on those things and act them out."



In the edited interview below, Mr. Palau and Ms. Gerber discussed their collaboration -- its past, present and future. (Before she hung up, Ms. Gerber reminded Mr. Palau that they still had to discuss her hair for the Met Gala.)



When did you first work together?



Guido Palau
 It was 
Italian Vogue with Steven Meisel
, and then I did something for Interview magazine. Do you remember 
that story
, where I did the really big hair on you?



Kaia Gerber
 Yes. What I think is really specific about Guido -- that I haven't really seen in anyone else -- is what he's capable of creating on set. You'll walk off set and be like, how did he do that with just his hands and some bobby pins?



GP
 Kaia comes in and she's Kaia. And then she walks out and she's somebody we've created.








How exactly do you use hair to get into character?



KG
 When I'm playing characters, the more specific it is and the more far-off it is from who I actually am, the easier it is to transform. That all comes from the visuals. And hair is such a big part of that.



GP
 Hair is such a big indicator of who you are. That's what really interests me about it. Many photographers have said to me that without the hair being right, it's very hard to take the right picture because you don't really know who you're photographing.



For every hairstyle Kaia wears, is that a totally distinct, made-up character? Or is it always the same person (Kaia), just embodying slightly different roles?



KG 
Each new wig changed my mannerisms and my essence, and I really tried to express all these different parts of myself. I don't think any of them are made-up parts. I don't think any characters are really made up -- they highlight different versions of who we are.








GP 
I wouldn't call this a book. I like the idea of it as a document of somebody's personas. I think we all have these personas inside us that we'd like to act out. 



We don't really know who people are. We just perceive them by the way they present themselves.



For the people who are looking at this "document," what effect do you hope the pixelation of these images will have?



GP
 Maybe they'll think it's some old-school, late '70s, early '80s, B-movie-still kind of thing. It feels punk in a broad sense, like rebellious, anarchic, a bit disruptive.



KG
 We're seeing people start to gravitate back toward things like vinyl, even though we don't need to listen to vinyl anymore, or shooting on film when we have access to digital. We all tend to be drawn toward the nostalgic.








Is there a picture in the book that was particularly memorable for you?



GP
 My favorite one looks like the hair is from a country-western singer. She 
feels
 very innocent, but the hair is very un-innocent and the nails are very un-innocent and the makeup is very un-innocent. I like the juxtaposition.



KG
 Oftentimes it can be hard for me to -- people might not believe this -- look at images of myself. What I love about this book is that I really just see the characters.
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The British (Fashion Brands) Are Coming!



Three beloved London brands are making their way across the Atlantic to stake a bricks and mortar presence in the United States.



By Elizabeth Paton


Apr 16, 2024


Britain's fashion brands have long looked to the United States for a chance to supersize sales -- with varying degrees of success. For every Boden, there is a 
Topshop,
 Ted Baker or 
Hunter Boots
 that failed to successfully crack the market. After all, the United States is much larger, more diverse and already has plenty of fashion labels to choose from. Garments with an appealing English eccentricity or appeal in their home market may feel out of touch in major American shopping hubs.



But the pandemic led many Americans to spend more time online seeking out new brands, including ones from across the Atlantic. Now, three cultish London brands that experienced new popularity during that time have decided to set up shop on the East and West Coasts.



What can they bring to the market that no one else has? The founders of Hunza G, Rixo and Me+Em explain their rationale for planting their flags on American soil.




Hunza swimwear is made in a knitted seersucker fabric that molds to fit women who are different sizes on top and bottom.




Hunza G



You may not have heard of Hunza G, but chances are you've seen the label's signature wrinkly-crinkly, super-stretchy Lycra swimsuits on the likes of Rihanna or Hailey Bieber or Kim Kardashian.



Established in 1984 by the designer Peter Meadows, Hunza was known for tight and bright dresses that were a fixture on the 1980s club scene. Whitney Houston wore a lilac tank style for the "I Wanna Dance With Somebody" video, and Julia Roberts wore a blue and white cutout version for her first scenes in "Pretty Woman
." 
Almost 30 years later, in 2015, and after a period out of fashion favor, the label was revived under a new co-founder and creative director, Georgiana Huddart.



Ms. Huddart, who is responsible for the added "G" in the name, quickly began creating swimsuits in a distinctive knitted seersucker fabric that is thick and body-hugging and made on a circular loom for ultimate stretch. The material molds itself to fit women who are different sizes on top and bottom and comes in one size for US sizes 2 to 12.



"It is more about body shape and height than your dress size because it depends how you want a piece to look and to fit," Ms. Huddart said last week. "We can't completely eliminate size trauma from swimwear shopping, but this is a brand that is meant to go on a journey with your body."



Prices range from $200 to $300 for women and $90 to $105 for kids, and the swim collections include pieces suited for pregnancy and children's designs that aim to fit for five years. Recently, a collection was unveiled for women who want more material in the bust or bottom, and soon to come is a customizable mastectomy offering. And now, just in time for the company's 40th-anniversary celebrations, there is a six-month pop-up store on Melrose Avenue in West Hollywood, Calif.




Henrietta Rix and Orlagh McCloskey founded Rixo to offer clothes with a feminine vintage flair.




Rixo



Established in 2015 by Henrietta Rix and Orlagh McCloskey, best friends from their college days in London, Rixo has become a go-to brand for desk-to-dinner outfits and wedding guest dresses for many affluent British women. Vintage-inspired looks in distinctive and cheery prints are the Rixo trademark, often with flattering necklines and sleeves on pieces that look pretty and aren't necessarily part of the mainstream flow of seasonal trends.



"We came to market with a small range of hand-painted bias-cut silk dresses at a time when the fashion aesthetic was very punky and cool and there weren't many labels offering feminine vintage flair," Ms. Rix said. (Prices start at $250 and average $500 for collections, which arrive in monthly drops, though bridal pieces can cost as much as $2,000.") 



"We knew there was a customer base who wanted gorgeous pieces they could go back to year after year that were aspirational in price but not completely out of reach," Ms. Rix said. That appeal extends to celebrities like Margot Robbie, Selena Gomez and Ashley Graham, as well as Catherine, the Princess of Wales, who wears Rixo dresses, as does her mother Carole Middleton.



Now, after opening three Rixo stores in London and a successful collaboration with 
Target in 2021
, the founders have their sights on New York. On April 22, they will open a pop-up on Prince Street in SoHo, with exclusive in-store products, including a revival of the wildly popular Gio dress, which sold out some years ago.




Claire Hornby, who founded Me+Em in 2009, will open a store in SoHo next month.




Me+Em



If you ask Clare Hornby who the target customer is for Me+Em, the contemporary women's wear brand she founded in 2009, the answer is "busy women."



Not an unheard-of response, perhaps, but Ms. Hornby, a former advertising executive, has emphatically cornered that market -- in Britain anyway. Simple and versatile pieces include crisp white T-shirts, tailored blazers and carefully flared pants, chic knits and the occasional elegant dress or jumpsuit that often look more expensive than they turn out to be. Prices range from $40 to $600, with some higher-end pieces like silk dresses or shearling coats around the $1,000 mark. Many pieces come in standardized color palettes or slightly tweaked designs that can be layered or coordinated with items from past Me+Em seasons. Or they have little built-in design tricks like adjustable necklines or cuffs and double-sided belts.



"Our shoppers tend to be socially busy, working and juggling a family," Ms. Hornby said last week. "We give them the wardrobe solutions that they need but don't have time to hunt for." High-profile fans include Queen Camilla, Princess Beatrice of York, Helen Mirren, Amal Clooney, Gillian Anderson and Cara Delevingne.




Me+Em opened a shop on the Upper East Side in February. 




Now Ms. Hornby has set her sights on America, where, she said, where many of her customers live. Eventually she plans to open a string of stores, starting in New York. In February, Me+Em opened on Madison Avenue on the Upper East Side. Next month, a store will open on Mercer Street in SoHo and on Newtown Lane in East Hampton.
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A 'Nature School' Meets in Brooklyn



Six weeks of workshops hosted by the artist collective Field Meridians will try to get New Yorkers to open their eyes to the nature all around them.




Megumi Shauna Arai, center, led a program called "Stitching Our Experience" this month in a back room of the Brower Park Library in Brooklyn.




By Sandra E. Garcia


Apr 16, 2024


Nature is all around us, even in New York City. Though it can be difficult to appreciate the magnolia and ginkgo trees when running to catch the subway, we are in fact surrounded.



Field Meridians, an artist collective in Brooklyn, wants to help harried New Yorkers stop and smell the 
Callery pears
. The group recently started a six-week program called 
Nature School
 that aims to help New Yorkers bring their natural environment out of their peripheral vision and into focus.



The project invites local artists to host workshops of all kinds -- 
birding
, 
garden cleanups
, 
making batteries out of soil
 -- that encourage its neighbors in Crown Heights to notice the city's natural landscape, said LinYee Yuan, the founder of Field Meridians and the editor of 
Mold
, an associated food and design magazine. "I think that it is compulsive to leave the city to connect with nature," she added, "and although I do think that is important, I wanted to remind people that nature is in our cities and that we are nature ourselves."



Their goal is to keep residents of Crown Heights connected to the ecology of the city by creating space to breathe it all in. On a sunny Saturday afternoon -- a reprieve from a week of torrential rain, flooding and an earthquake -- Brooklynites gathered at the Brower Park Library in Crown Heights to admire Mother Nature from her good side.



In a room at the back of a 
brand-new Brooklyn Public Library branch
 on the ground floor of the Brooklyn Children's Museum, Nature School students began to gather shortly before 1 p.m. Shirley Cox, 85, and Robin Badger, 61, were the first of 10 participants
 
to arrive at the 
"Stitching Our Experience" workshop
 this month led by Megumi Shauna Arai, an artist who works primarily in textiles.



Ms. Cox and Ms. Badger, veterans of the quilting club at the nearby St. John's Recreation Center, were excited to start sewing, but first they had to embark on a meditative walk in Brower Park, which abuts the museum. Slowly, other Nature School participants began to gather, and soon after Ms. Arai had read a poem by 
Thich Nhat Hanh
, the Vietnamese Buddhist monk and peace activist, they were all traipsing through the park.



Ms. Cox, a retired quality-assurance specialist for the federal government -- she once purchased guidance systems for submarines used by the U.S. military and machinery for the stealth bomber -- took her time walking the circular pathway of the park, enjoying the brightness of a young spring day. Some students sat in the sun taking in the warmth beneath the breeze. After 20 minutes, the students walked back into the back room of the library, where they were offered mint and green tea to warm their fingers enough to sew.



On a table in the middle of the room lay fabrics in periwinkle; naturally dyed silks in chartreuse, mauve and wine; a color-blocked fabric; and a sandstone-colored canvas. Ms. Cox, who wore gold hoop earrings and had cropped gray hair, picked a melon-colored silk to sew appliques onto from a designer fabric she had picked up from 
Fab Scrap
, where volunteers help organize fabrics that they can donate or keep for themselves for projects.



"I have always loved nature, the outdoors," Ms. Cox said as she picked out thread from a red bag in which she keeps her sewing equipment. "I was raised and my family came from the South. My grandmother and my parents were always planting. She always said everything comes from the earth. You have to be thankful."




Shirley Cox, left, and Robin Badger are old hands at the St. John's Recreation Center quilting club, but Ms. Badger used the workshop to bone up on sewing appliques.




Ms. Badger found inspiration during the group's meditative walk and decided she was going to sew flowers on the chartreuse silk, which she liked because it seemed raw.



"Meditation clears your head," said Ms. Badger, who came to the workshop to learn how to sew appliques. "I'm always interested in learning new things. You can always learn different ways of doing things, you know."



Across the room, in a bright red trench coat, tortoiseshell glasses placed in front of her on the table, was Rita Troyer, 36, who had followed Ms. Arai's work and was excited to learn with her in the workshop. Ms. Troyer is in her first year in New York, having moved from Indiana by way of California, so she had just survived her first real winter in eight years. She was elated for the first signs of spring and to make community with like-minded people.



"I was really interested in the programing overall and remembering that we live in a great ecological landscape," Ms. Troyer said as she laid her fabric on the table. "It's something that I think about all the time. Both of my grandmothers were gardeners. I grew up with my family having a garden, and just seeking more earth-based practices, regardless of where I am."



"I feel that being in New York, you just have to have a longer taproot," she added.



For Ms. Arai, who led the workshop, participation in group activities like the Field Meridians Nature School is a lifeline, helping to keep her life from going off the rails.



"Working in the world with people, thinking, making together and seeing what happens and what that means in terms of tools for resistance and resilience, those are intertwined," Ms. Arai said as she watched her students sew in an adapted version of the Japanese sashiko stitching style.



"The workshop is not just a textile course," Ms. Arai said, adding, "You can find a moment of peace or a moment of being in the present moment, anywhere. Even right here in the middle of the city."
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A Brief Guide to Who's Who on Taylor Swift's 'Tortured Poets'



Ex-boyfriends may be alluded to. Travis Kelce, too, fans believe. And some actual poets.




When Taylor Swift announced "Tortured Poets" at the Grammy Awards in February, some fans speculated that it would process her breakup with Joe Alwyn. He is just one person who appears to be referenced on the album.




By Madison Malone Kircher


Apr 19, 2024


When Taylor Swift released "The Tortured Poets Department," on Friday at midnight, her fan base quickly got to work decoding the album, looking for layers of meaning and insight into Ms. Swift's life. Of course, that includes the pop singer's romantic history.



Like many of her past works, the songs on this album -- which features over a dozen additional tracks as part of an extended album called "The Tortured Poets Department: The Anthology" -- are laden with names and references, many of which appear to be to real people from Ms. Swift's universe and the literary canon. At least two poets, Dylan Thomas and Patti Smith, are mentioned.



Here's a look at some of those characters.



Matty Healy








Plenty of lines from "Tortured Poets" have fans guessing that certain songs -- including "The Smallest Man Who Ever Lived," "The Black Dog" and "Down Bad" -- may be about 
Matty Healy
, the frontman for 
the 1975
 who was spotted out and about with Taylor on several occasions last spring. One clue Swifties are latching on to: On the "The Black Dog," Ms. Swift refers to the band the Starting Line. Mr. Healy covered one of the band's songs while he was touring last spring. And then there is the much-discussed reference to a person Ms. Swift describes as a "tattooed golden retriever" on the album's title track. Mr. Healy seems to fit the bill, according to her fans.



Travis Kelce








Ms. Swift's fans have been floating the notion that the many sports references in the track "The Alchemy" allude to 
the football player Travis Kelce
, the singer's current boyfriend. "So when I / Touch down, call the amateurs and cut 'em from the team / Ditch the clowns, get the crown, baby, I'm the one to beat," she sings in the chorus. "Where's the trophy? / He just comes running over to me," she adds in the bridge. But there is some debate, with some fans noting that her use of the term "blokes" would seem to imply the song is not about an American. (A winking line about "heroin but this time with an E" has some guessing the song is about Mr. Healy, who has 
previously spoken
 about his drug use.)



Joe Alwyn








Ms. Swift and the actor Joe Alwyn 
broke up last year
 after a lengthy relationship. In the lead-up to the release of "Tortured Poets," many fans believed this new album would process the end of that relationship. (Mr. Alwyn said in a 2022 interview that he was in a group text chat with the actors Paul Mescal and Andrew Scott called "
The Tortured Man Club
." Some fans believe Ms. Swift was nodding to this name with her latest album title.) There is some speculation that Track 5, "So Long, London," is about Mr. Alwyn, who is British.



Jack Antonoff








A longtime collaborator of Ms. Swift's, Jack Antonoff, who is credited as a producer on many of the new album's songs, appears to get a lyrical shout out on the album's title track.



Lucy Dacus








The musician Lucy Dacus also appears on that same track. (In addition to her work as a solo artist, Ms. Dacus is a member of the supergroup boygenius, who 
surprised fans
 with a performance during a stop on Ms. Swift's Eras tour last year.) "Sometimes, I wonder if you're gonna screw this up with me / But you told Lucy you'd kill yourself if I ever leave / And I had said that to Jack about you, so I felt seen," Ms. Swift sings.



Kim Kardashian








Ms. Swift often leaves clues for fans by capitalizing seemingly random letters in words which, when strung together, spell a different word. In the case of this album, the song "thanK you aIMee," seems to reveal the name Kim. (Ms. Swift and Kim Kardashian have a 
long and unfriendly history
.)



Cassandra








In Greek mythology, Cassandra is given the gift of prophecy by Apollo, but is cursed such that no one will ever believe her. On a song with the same name as the goddess, Ms. Swift sings, "So they killed Cassandra first / 'Cause she feared the worst / And tried to tell the town / So they filled my cell with snakes, I regret to say / Do you believe me now?" Snake emojis have also played a 
key role
 in the 
feud
 between Ms. Swift and Ms. Kardashian.



Charlie Puth








The singer-songwriter 
Charlie Puth
 gets a name drop on the title track: "You smoked then ate seven bars of chocolate / We declared Charlie Puth should be a bigger artist." Mr. Puth, through a representative, declined to comment.



Peter Pan








The song "Peter" appears to refer to the storybook character Peter Pan. "You said you were gonna grow up / Then said you were gonna come find me," Ms. Swift sings. She has made similar allusions in the past, including a line about "Peter losing Wendy" on her song "cardigan" in 2020.



Patti Smith








The American singer, songwriter, poet and author Patti Smith gets a name check on the title track in a line about New York's iconic 
Chelsea Hotel
, where she once lived. Ms. Smith has been hailed as the "
punk poet laureate
."



Dylan Thomas








The Welsh poet, known for works like "Do not go gentle into that good night," is also mentioned along with Ms. Smith. 'You're not Dylan Thomas / I'm not Patti Smith / This ain't the Chelsea Hotel / We're modern idiots," Ms. Swift sings. Thomas, who was also a resident at the Chelsea, is famous for his work as a neo-Romantic poet. (Ms. Swift has an older song, from her album "1989," titled "New Romantics.")



Clara Bow








Clara Bow, an actress from the silent film era known as the first "it girl," has an entire song dedicated to her on "Tortured Poets." In 1927, Bow starred in a film titled "It" and became a national sex symbol before leaving the industry. Fans have pointed out that Ms. Swift's 
thinly drawn eyebrows
 in a video teasing a new music video to accompany the song "Fortnight" bear a striking similarity to Ms. Bow's.



Stevie Nicks








Stevie Nicks is named on the song "Clara Bow." Ms. Nicks has 
said
 that Ms. Swift's song "You're on Your Own Kid" reminds her of Christine McVie, her Fleetwood Mac bandmate who 
died in 2022
. "You look like Stevie Nicks / In '75, the hair and lips," Ms. Swift sings in the song. (Ms. Nicks also wrote an 
original poem
 that accompanies special vinyl edition of "Tortured Poets.")
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