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Police make dozens of arrests at UCLA in tense clashes with Israel-Hamas war protesters

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police have begun removing barricades at a pro-Palestinian demonstrators' encampment on the UCLA campus. Thursday morning's law enforcement effort comes after officers spent hours threatening arrests over loud speakers if people did not disperse.
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            Police and protesters clash at UCLA in tense scene as pro-Palestinian encampment is dismantled

        
        
            Police removed barricades and have begun dismantling the fortified encampment of pro-Palestinian demonstrators in a chaotic and tense scene at the University of California, Los Angeles.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Police and protesters clash at UCLA in tense scene as pro-Palestinian encampment is dismantled
Police removed barricades and have begun dismantling the fortified encampment of pro-Palestinian demonstrators in a chaotic and tense scene at the University of California, Los Angeles.



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators hold hands as police advance on them on the UCLA campus, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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            Police begin removing barricades at UCLA pro-Palestinian demonstrators' encampment

        
        
            Police have begun removing barricades at a pro-Palestinian demonstrators' encampment on the UCLA campus. Thursday morning's law enforcement effort comes after officers spent hours threatening arrests over loud speakers if people did not disperse.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Police begin removing barricades at UCLA pro-Palestinian demonstrators' encampment
Police have begun removing barricades at a pro-Palestinian demonstrators' encampment on the UCLA campus. Thursday morning's law enforcement effort comes after officers spent hours threatening arrests over loud speakers if people did not disperse.
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            Tension grows on UCLA campus as police order dispersal of large pro-Palestinian gathering

        
        
            Police in riot gear massed on the UCLA campus and ordered a large group of pro-Palestinian demonstrators inside a fortified encampment to leave the area or face arrest late Wednesday, one night after violence instigated by counter-protesters erupted in the same place.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Tension grows on UCLA campus as police order dispersal of large pro-Palestinian gathering
Police in riot gear massed on the UCLA campus and ordered a large group of pro-Palestinian demonstrators inside a fortified encampment to leave the area or face arrest late Wednesday, one night after violence instigated by counter-protesters erupted in the same place.
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            Tense clashes at UCLA between pro-Palestinian protesters and police lead to arrests

        
        
            Police removed barricades and began dismantling pro-Palestinian demonstrators' fortified encampment early Thursday at the University of California, Los Angeles, after hundreds of protesters defied orders to leave, some of them forming human chains as police fired flash-bangs to break up the crowds.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Tense clashes at UCLA between pro-Palestinian protesters and police lead to arrests
Police removed barricades and began dismantling pro-Palestinian demonstrators' fortified encampment early Thursday at the University of California, Los Angeles, after hundreds of protesters defied orders to leave, some of them forming human chains as police fired flash-bangs to break up the crowds.
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            Body camera video shows police cutting chains, moving furniture at Columbia University

        
        
            Body camera video from police when they broke up a demonstration at Columbia University shows officers having to move tables and other big furniture to get to the protests and even having to cut through chains at one point.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Body camera video shows police cutting chains, moving furniture at Columbia University
Body camera video from police when they broke up a demonstration at Columbia University shows officers having to move tables and other big furniture to get to the protests and even having to cut through chains at one point.
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            Demonstrators detained at UCLA as police dismantle encampment

        
        
            Police dismantled a fortified encampment of pro-Palestinian demonstrators at UCLA early Thursday and detained many of the hundreds of protesters who refused to leave.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Demonstrators detained at UCLA as police dismantle encampment
Police dismantled a fortified encampment of pro-Palestinian demonstrators at UCLA early Thursday and detained many of the hundreds of protesters who refused to leave.
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            Protesters arrested at Dartmouth College

        
        
            Police arrest dozens of people at a demonstration at Dartmouth College after an encampment was dismantled


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Protesters arrested at Dartmouth College
Police arrest dozens of people at a demonstration at Dartmouth College after an encampment was dismantled
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    [image: Police advance on pro-Palestinian demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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Police advance on pro-Palestinian demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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[image: Police face off with pro-Palestinian demonstrators inside an encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Police face off with pro-Palestinian demonstrators inside an encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Police advance on demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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Police advance on demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Police advance on pro-Palestinian demonstrators in an encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Police advance on pro-Palestinian demonstrators in an encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Police enter an encampment set up by pro-Palestinian demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Police enter an encampment set up by pro-Palestinian demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators embrace while charging devices at an encampment on the UCLA campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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[image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators use makeshift shields as police advance on them on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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Pro-Palestinian demonstrators use makeshift shields as police advance on them on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Police advance on demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 21 | Police advance on demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 21
Police advance on demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Police advance on demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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Police advance on demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators watch police activity behind a makeshift barricade on the UCLA campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Pro-Palestinian demonstrators watch police activity behind a makeshift barricade on the UCLA campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators build makeshift shields in preparation for the possible clearing of an encampment by authorities on the UCLA campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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[image: Police advance on demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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Police advance on demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators stand behind a barrier on the UCLA campus late Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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Pro-Palestinian demonstrators stand behind a barrier on the UCLA campus late Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: A demonstrator is escorted out of a pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 21 | A demonstrator is escorted out of a pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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A demonstrator is escorted out of a pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Police break up an pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Police break up an pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Police break up a pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Police break up a pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators are detained on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Pro-Palestinian demonstrators are detained on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Police stand outside a building after raiding a pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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Police stand outside a building after raiding a pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Demonstrators stand behind a barricade as police advance on them on the UCLA campus, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: A police officer stands under a Palestinian flag after a raid on an encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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A police officer stands under a Palestinian flag after a raid on an encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Police approach demonstrators inside a pro-Palestinian encampment on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Police arrested pro-Palestinian protesters on college campuses across the country overnight, notably at the University of California, Los Angeles, where chaotic scenes played out early Thursday as officers in riot gear surged against a crowd of demonstrators.
Police removed barricades and began dismantling demonstrators' fortified encampment at UCLA after hundreds of protesters defied orders to leave, some forming human chains as police fired flash-bangs to break up the crowds.
At least 132 people were arrested at UCLA, said Sgt. Alejandro Rubio of the California Highway Patrol. Rubio said the arrestees were being booked at the county jails complex near downtown Los Angeles. UCLA police will determine what if any charges to seek.
Workers entered the former encampment site Thursday morning and began an extensive cleanup. Bulldozers scooped up bags of trash and dismantled tents. Some buildings were covered in graffiti.

    
    What to know about student protests

	What's happening: Student protests over the Israel-Hamas war have popped up at many college campuses following the arrest of demonstrators in April at Columbia University.
	Why: The students are protesting the war's death toll and are calling for universities to separate themselves from any companies that are advancing Israel's military efforts in Gaza.
	Now: See the latest updates on protests on college campuses across the U.S.
	On campus: As students around the country protest, student journalists are covering their peers in a moment of uncertainty.




    



    


The arrests came after officers spent hours threatening arrests over loudspeakers if people did not disperse. A crowd of more than 1,000 had gathered on campus, including inside a barricaded tent encampment. Protesters and police shoved and scuffled as officers encountered resistance. Video showed police pulling off protesters' helmets and goggles as they were detained. 
With police helicopters hovering, the sound of flash-bangs -- which produce a bright light and a loud noise to disorient and stun -- pierced the air. Protesters chanted at the officers, "Where were you last night?" Late Tuesday, counterprotesters attack the encampment and the UCLA administration and campus police took hours to respond. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tent encampments of protesters calling on universities to stop doing business with Israel or companies they say support the war in Gaza have spread across campuses nationwide in a student movement unlike any other this century. The ensuing police crackdowns echoed actions decades ago against a much larger protest movement protesting the Vietnam War.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Police make arrests at UCLA in tense clashes with Israel-Hamas war protesters.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports protests and arrests continue at U.S. college campuses.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Demonstrations -- and arrests -- have occurred in almost every corner of the nation. At least 1,945 people have been arrested since the protests began at Columbia University in New York on April 18. 
They included a college professor from Illinois who said he suffered multiple broken ribs and a broken hand during a pro-Palestine protest on Saturday at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri.
Bystander video shows the arrest of Steve Tamari, a history professor at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. He seems to be moving in to take video or photos of protesters being detained when multiple officers roughly take him down. 
Tamari said in a statement Thursday that it was "a small price to pay for Israel's ongoing genocide in Gaza."
Officials at New York's Stony Brook University on Long Island said 29 people were arrested early Thursday morning, including students, faculty members and others "from outside our campus community." In New York City, Fordham University officials said 15 people were arrested after pushing inside the lobby of a building on the school's campus at Lincoln Center.

    


NYPD late Wednesday arrested 15 people for misdemeanor trespassing late Wednesday after several dozen people pushed inside the lobby of the Lowenstein building at Fordham University's campus at Lincoln Center.
Seventeen people were arrested on criminal trespass charges Wednesday at the University of Texas at Dallas after demonstrators refused to comply with law enforcement orders to remove an encampment from the school's main walkway, a university spokeswoman said in a statement Thursday.
Yale University police arrested four people, including two students, Wednesday night after around 200 demonstrators marched to the school president's home and the campus police department, school officials said. Protesters ignored repeated warnings that they cannot occupy parts of campus without permission, school officials said in a statement Thursday. 
The protest group Occupy Yale said campus police were violent during the arrests and did not issue warnings. The group posted a video on Instagram showing officers taking one person to the ground and pinning another to a sidewalk.

    


"A peaceful protest," Occupy Yale said. "Police officers seized, pushed, and brutalized people. Is this what you call keeping campus safe?"
In Oregon, police began to clear pro-Palestinian rights demonstrators out of the Millar Library at Portland State University, which they have been occupying since Monday. 
They spray-painted graffiti inside and knocked over or piled up furniture to create barricades. Portland State said on social media Thursday that campus would remain closed because of the police activity. 
University President Ann Cudd said Wednesday that about 50 protesters vacated the library after administrators promised not to seek criminal charges, expulsion or other discipline if they left peacefully, but others -- including non-students -- remained. Portland police said Thursday that 15 police vehicles were set on fire overnight; it was not immediately clear if that was related to the protest. 

    


University of Minnesota officials meanwhile reached agreement with protesters to end an encampment on the Minneapolis campus. Interim President Jeff Ettinger said in an email Thursday to the campus community that protesters agreed not to disrupt final exams or commencement ceremonies. That followed similar agreements at Northwestern University in suburban Chicago and Brown University in Rhode Island.

    
        
            
                
    
    


     


    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, Florida's state university chancellor has ordered campus presidents to take whatever steps necessary to prevent disruption of graduation ceremonies, including at large schools such as the University of Florida and Florida State University.
Protests also sprung up off campuses. In Albuquerque on Thursday, about two dozen protesters sat in the middle of a roadway blocking access to a main gate at Kirtland Air Force Base. The group waved flags and vowed to "shut everything down" over the ongoing war in Gaza.
The protests at UCLA appeared to be getting the most attention. Iranian state television carried live images of the police action, as did Qatar's pan-Arab Al Jazeera satellite network. Live images of Los Angeles also played across Israeli television networks.
President Joe Biden on Thursday defended the students' right to peaceful protest but decried the disorder of recent days.
Israel has branded the protests antisemitic, while Israel's critics say it uses those allegations to silence opposition. Although some protesters have been caught on camera making antisemitic remarks or violent threats, protest organizers -- some of whom are Jewish -- call it a peaceful movement to defend Palestinian rights and protest the war.
California Highway Patrol officers poured into the UCLA campus by the hundreds early Thursday. Wearing face shields and protective vests, they held their batons out to separate them from demonstrators, who wore helmets and gas masks and chanted: "You want peace. We want justice."
Police methodically ripped apart the encampment's barricade of plywood, pallets, metal fences and dumpsters, then pulled down dozens of canopies and tents. The number of protesters diminished through the morning, some leaving voluntarily with their hands up and others detained by police.
The law enforcement presence and continued warnings contrasted with the scene Tuesday night, when counterdemonstrators attacked the pro-Palestinian encampment, throwing traffic cones, releasing pepper spray and tearing down barriers. Fighting between the two sides continued for hours before police stepped in. No one was arrested, but at least 15 protesters were injured. Authorities' tepid response drew criticism from political leaders, Muslim students and advocacy groups. 
By Wednesday afternoon, a small city sprang up inside the reenforced encampment, with hundreds of people and tents on the quad. Demonstrators rebuilt the makeshift barriers around their tents while state and campus police watched.
Some protesters said Muslim prayers as the sun set, while others chanted "we're not leaving" or passed out goggles and surgical masks. They wore helmets and headscarves, and discussed the best ways to handle pepper spray or tear gas as someone sang over a megaphone.
Outside the encampment, a crowd of students, alumni and neighbors gathered on campus steps, joining in pro-Palestinian chants. A group of students holding signs and wearing T-shirts in support of Israel and Jewish people demonstrated nearby.
The crowd grew as the night wore on as more and more officers poured onto campus. 
Ray Wiliani, who lives nearby, said he came to UCLA on Wednesday evening to support the pro-Palestinian demonstrators.
"We need to take a stand for it," he said. "Enough is enough."
California Gov. Gavin Newsom denounced the delayed law enforcement response on Tuesday and UCLA Chancellor Gene Block promised an investigation. The head of the University of California system, Michael Drake, ordered an "independent review of the university's planning, its actions and the response by law enforcement."
"The community needs to feel the police are protecting them, not enabling others to harm them," Rebecca Husaini, chief of staff for the Muslim Public Affairs Council, said during a news conference Wednesday.
Meanwhile, police cleared protest encampments at schools across the U.S., resulting in arrests, or were closed up voluntarily. In New York, those included the City College of New York, Fordham University, Stony Brook University and the University of Buffalo. Others nationwide included the University of New Hampshire in Durham, Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, and Tulane University in New Orleans. 
On Tuesday night, police burst into a building occupied by war protesters at Columbia University, breaking up a demonstration that had paralyzed the school.
Columbia's chapter of the American Association of University Professors condemned the school's leadership on Thursday for asking New York police to remove the protesters. The chapter said "the horrific police attack on our students" is now "shamefully on view for the whole world to see." 
At the University of Wisconsin in Madison, a scrum broke out early Wednesday after police with shields removed all but one tent and shoved protesters. Four officers were injured. Four people were charged with battering law enforcement.
The nationwide campus demonstrations began at Columbia on April 17 to protest Israel's offensive in Gaza, following Hamas' deadly attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7. Militants killed about 1,200 people, most of them civilians, and took roughly 250 hostages. Vowing to stamp out Hamas, Israel has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, according to the Health Ministry there.
U.S. college campuses have become a flashpoint, with school leaders facing intense scrutiny over their handling of allegations of antisemitism and the right to free speech. The presidents of Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania resigned following questions at a congressional hearing about whether calls on campus for the genocide of Jews would violate the school's conduct policy. 
___
Offenhartz and Frederick reported from New York. Associated Press journalists around the country contributed to this report, including Julie Watson, Krysta Fauria, John Antczak, Christopher L. Keller, Lisa Baumann, Stefanie Dazio, Jae C. Hong, Colleen Long, Karen Matthews, Sarah Brumfield, Carolyn Thompson, Philip Marcelo, Steve Karnowski and Eugene Johnson.
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Biden says 'order must prevail' during campus protests over the war in Gaza

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden is defending the right to free speech but says "order must prevail" on college campuses. Biden's remarks broke days of silence as police crack down on encampments erected to show solidarity with Gaza.
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    [image: President Joe Biden delivers remarks about student protests over the war in Gaza, from the Roosevelt Room of the White House, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden delivers remarks about student protests over the war in Gaza, from the Roosevelt Room of the White House, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Pro-Palestine student activists face off with New York Police Department officers during a raid on Columbia University's campus at the request of Columbia University President Minouche Shafik on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. NYPD officers, including those from the police department's Strategic Response Group, arrested approximately 100 people as they dismantled encampments and removed individuals occupying Hamilton Hall. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: A pro Palestinians sign is shown on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: UCLA professor Nick Shapiro speaks at a news conference on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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UCLA professor Nick Shapiro speaks at a news conference on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden on Thursday rejected calls from student protesters to change his approach to the war in Gaza while insisting that "order must prevail" as college campuses across the country face a wave of violence, outrage and fear. 
"Dissent is essential for democracy," Biden said at the White House. "But dissent must never lead to disorder."
The Democratic president broke days of silence on the protests with his remarks, which followed mounting criticism from Republicans who have tried to turn scenes of unrest into a campaign cudgel. By focusing on a law-and-order message while defending the right to free speech, Biden is grasping for a middle ground on an intensely divisive issue in the middle of his reelection campaign.

    
    What to know about student protests

	What's happening: Student protests over the Israel-Hamas war have popped up at many college campuses following the arrest of demonstrators in April at Columbia University.
	Why: The students are protesting the war's death toll and are calling for universities to separate themselves from any companies that are advancing Israel's military efforts in Gaza.
	Now: See the latest updates on protests on college campuses across the U.S.
	On campus: As students around the country protest, student journalists are covering their peers in a moment of uncertainty.




    


He largely sidestepped protesters' demands, which have included ending U.S. support for Israeli military operations. Asked after his remarks whether the demonstrations would prompt him to consider changing course, Biden responded with a simple "no."

    


Biden said that he did not want the National Guard to be deployed to campuses. Some Republicans have called for sending in troops, an idea with a fraught history. Four students were shot and killed at Kent State University by members of the Ohio National Guard during protests over the Vietnam War in 1970.




Tensions on college campuses have been building for days as demonstrators refuse to remove encampments and administrators turn to police to clear them by force, leading to clashes that have seized widespread attention. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden said he rejected efforts to use the situation to "score political points," calling the situation a "moment for clarity."
"There's the right to protest, but not the right to cause chaos," Biden said shortly before leaving the White House for a trip to North Carolina. "People have the right to get an education, the right to get a degree, the right to walk across campus safely without fear of being attacked."

    


Biden's last previous public comment on the demonstrations came more than a week ago, when he condemned "antisemitic protests" and "those who don't understand what's going on with the Palestinians."
The White House, which has been peppered with questions by reporters, had gone only slightly further than the president. On Wednesday, press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said that Biden was "monitoring the situation closely" and that some demonstrations had stepped over a line that separated free speech from unlawful behavior. 
"Forcibly taking over a building," such as what happened at Columbia University in New York, "is not peaceful," she said. "It's just not."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden's new remarks echoed his approach after the murder of George Floyd by a police officer four years ago, a politically volatile situation in the middle of his campaign against then-President Donald Trump. 
"I want to make it absolutely clear rioting is not protesting, looting is not protesting," Biden said then in remarks that his team turned into an advertisement. "It's lawlessness, plain and simple, and those that do it should be prosecuted."

    


Biden has never been much for protests of any kind. His career in elected office began as a county official when he was only 28 years old, and he's always espoused the political importance of compromise.
As college campuses convulsed with anger over the Vietnam War in 1968, Biden was in law school at Syracuse University.
"I'm not big on flak jackets and tie-dyed shirts," he said years later. "You know, that's not me.''
Despite the White House criticism of violent college protests and Biden's refusal to heed demands to cut off U.S. support for Israel, Republicans blame Democrats for the disorder and have used it as a backdrop for press conferences.
"We need the president of the United States to speak to the issue and say this is wrong," House Speaker Mike Johnson, a Louisiana Republican, said on Tuesday. "What's happening on college campuses right now is wrong."
Johnson visited Columbia University with other members of his caucus last week. House Republicans sparred verbally with protesters while speaking to the media at George Washington University in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday. 

    


Trump, who is running for another term as president, also criticized Biden in an interview with Sean Hannity on Fox News.
"Biden has to do something," he said. "Biden is supposed to be the voice of our country, and it's certainly not much of a voice. It's a voice that nobody's heard."

    
        
            
                
    
    


     


    
        
    



            

        

    

He repeated his criticisms on Wednesday during a campaign event in Waukesha, Wisconsin.
"The radical extremists and far-left agitators are terrorizing college campuses, as you possibly noticed," Trump said. "And Biden's nowhere to be found. He hasn't said anything."
Kate Berner, who served as deputy communications director for Biden's campaign in 2020, said Republicans already had tried the same tactic during protests over Floyd's murder. 

    


"People rejected that," she said. "They saw that it was just fearmongering. They saw that it wasn't based in reality."
Apart from condemning antisemitism, the White House has been reluctant to directly engage on the issue. 
Jean-Pierre repeatedly deflected questions during a briefing on Monday. 
Asked whether protesters should be disciplined by their schools, she said "universities and colleges make their own decisions" and "we're not going to weigh in from here."
Pressed on whether police should be called in, she said "that's up to the colleges and universities."
Asked on Thursday why Biden chose to speak on the matter after police had arrested protesters at the University of California, Los Angeles and at universities in New York City, Jean-Pierre stressed instead the importance of any protests being nonviolent.
"We've been very consistent here," she said. "Americans have the right to peacefully protest as long as it's within the law and violence is not protected."
Biden will make his own visit to a college campus on May 19 when he's scheduled to deliver the commencement address at Morehouse University in Atlanta.
___
Associated Press writer Adriana Gomez Licon in Miami and AP writer Colleen Long and White House Correspondent Zeke Miller in Washington contributed to this report.
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Hamas is sending a delegation to Egypt for further cease-fire talks in the latest sign of progress
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    [image: Mourners pray over the bodies of Palestinians who were killed in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza Stirp, at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: FILE - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends a press conference in the Kirya military base in Tel Aviv, Israel on Oct. 28, 2023. Netanyahu pledged Tuesday, April 30 to launch an incursion into the southern Gaza city of Rafah, where hundreds of thousands of Palestinians are sheltering from the almost 7-month-long war, just as cease-fire negotiations between Israel and Hamas appear to be gaining steam. (Abir Sultan/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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        Hamas is sending a delegation to Egypt for further cease-fire talks in the latest sign of progress
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Hamas said Thursday that it was sending a delegation to Egypt for further cease-fire talks, in a new sign of progress in attempts by international mediators to hammer out an agreement between Israel and the militant group to end the war in Gaza.
After months of stop-and-start negotiations, the cease-fire efforts appear to have reached a critical stage, with Egyptian and American mediators reporting signs of compromise in recent days. But chances for the deal remain entangled with the key question of whether Israel will accept an end to the war without reaching its stated goal of destroying Hamas.
The stakes in the cease-fire negotiations were made clear in a new U.N. report that said if the Israel-Hamas war stops today, it will still take until 2040 to rebuild all the homes that have been destroyed by nearly seven months of Israeli bombardment and ground offensives in Gaza. It warned that the impact of the damage to the economy will set back development for generations and will only get worse with every month fighting continues.

    


The proposal that U.S. and Egyptian mediators have put to Hamas -- apparently with Israel's acceptance -- sets out a three-stage process that would bring an immediate six-week cease-fire and partial release of Israeli hostages, but also negotiations over a "permanent calm" that includes some sort of Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, according to an Egyptian official. Hamas is seeking guarantees for a full Israeli withdrawal and complete end to the war.




Hamas officials have sent mixed signals about the proposal in recent days. But on Thursday, its supreme leader, Ismail Haniyeh, said in a statement that he had spoken to Egypt's intelligence chief and "stressed the positive spirit of the movement in studying the cease-fire proposal."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The statement said that Hamas negotiators would travel to Cairo "to complete the ongoing discussions with the aim of working forward for an agreement." Haniyeh said he had also spoken to the prime minister of Qatar, another key mediator in the process. 

    


The brokers are hopeful that the deal will bring an end to a conflict that has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians, according to local health officials, caused widespread destruction and plunged the territory into a humanitarian crisis. They also hope a deal will avert an Israeli attack on Rafah, where more than half of Gaza's 2.3 million people have sought shelter after fleeing battle zones elsewhere in the territory.
If Israel does agree to end the war in return for a full hostage release, it would be a major turnaround. Since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack stunned Israel, its leaders have vowed not to stop their bombardment and ground offensives until the militant group is destroyed. They also say Israel must keep a military presence in Gaza and security control after the war to ensure Hamas doesn't rebuild.
Publicly at least, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu continues to insist that is the only acceptable endgame.
He has vowed that even if a cease-fire is reached, Israel will eventually attack Rafah, which he says is Hamas' last stronghold in Gaza. He repeated his determination to do so in talks Wednesday with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who was in Israel on a regional tour to push the deal through.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: As Hamas considers cease-fire, question hangs: Will Israel end war without the group's destruction?
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the latest attempts to secure a cease-fire in Gaza.

    


    


The agreement's immediate fate hinges on whether Hamas will accept uncertainty over the final phases to bring the initial six-week pause in fighting -- and at least postpone what it is feared would be a devastating assault on Rafah.
Egypt has been privately assuring Hamas that the deal will mean a total end to the war. But the Egyptian official said Hamas says the text's language is too vague and wants it to specify a complete Israeli pullout from all of Gaza. The official spoke on condition of anonymity to talk about the internal deliberations.
On Wednesday evening, however, the news looked less positive as Osama Hamdan, a top Hamas official, expressed skepticism, saying the group's initial position was "negative." Speaking to Hezbollah's Al-Manar TV, he said that talks were still ongoing but would stop if Israel invades Rafah.

    


Blinken hiked up pressure on Hamas to accept, saying Israel had made "very important" compromises.
"There's no time for further haggling. The deal is there," Blinken said Wednesday before leaving for the U.S.
The Israel-Hamas war was sparked by the Oct. 7 raid into southern Israel in which militants killed around 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250 hostages. Hamas is believed to still hold around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others.
Since then, Israel's campaign in Gaza has wreaked vast destruction and brought a humanitarian disaster, with several hundred thousand Palestinians in northern Gaza facing imminent famine, according to the U.N. More than 80% of the population has been driven from their homes.

    


The "productive basis of the economy has been destroyed" and poverty is rising sharply among Palestinians, according to the report released Thursday by the United Nations Development Program and the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. 
It said that in 2024, the entire Palestinian economy -- including both Gaza and the West Bank -- has so far contracted 25.8%. If the war continues, the loss will reach a "staggering" 29% by July, it said. The West Bank economy has been hit by Israel's decision to cancel the work permits for tens of thousands of laborers who depended on jobs inside Israel.
"These new figures warn that the suffering in Gaza will not end when the war does," said UNDP administrator Achim Steiner. He warned of a "serious development crisis that jeopardizes the future of generations to come."
___
Lee Keath reported from Cairo, and Sam Mednick from Tel Aviv, Israel.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-news-05-02-2024-0699ef663cba7318c375c0ee5bbf20ae
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'What have we done?' Lawyer describes shock at possible role in Trump's 2016 victory

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    AP is live outside Trump Tower in New York as Donald Trump faces the prospect of additional sanctions in his hush money trial. Trump returns to court for another contempt hearing, followed by testimony from lawyer Keith Davidson, who represented two women who said they had sexual encounters with the former president.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A lawyer who negotiated a pair of hush money deals at the center of Donald Trump's criminal trial recalled Thursday his "gallows humor" reaction to Trump's 2016 election victory and the realization that his hidden-hand efforts might have contributed to the win.
"What have we done?" the attorney Keith Davidson texted the then-editor of the National Enquirer, which had buried stories of extramarital sexual encounters to prevent them surfacing in the final days of the bitterly contested presidential race. "Oh my god," came the response from Dylan Howard.

    
    What to know about Trump's hush money trial:

	Follow live updates as a key witness resumes testimony.
	Trump is the first ex-president on criminal trial. Here's what to know about the hush money case.
	A jury of his peers: A look at how jury selection will work in Donald Trump's first criminal trial.
	Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.



    


"There was an understanding that our efforts may have in some way -- strike that -- our activities may have in some way assisted the presidential campaign of Donald Trump," Davidson told jurors.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Prosecutors seek additional sanctions for Trump in hush money case as key witness resumes testimony.
    

    
    
    Here are GOP presidential candidate Donald Trump's full remarks before heading into the courtroom.

    

The testimony from Davidson was designed to directly connect the hush money payments to Trump's presidential ambitions and to bolster prosecutors' argument that the case is about interference in the 2016 election rather than simply sex and money. Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg has sought to establish that link not just to secure a conviction but also to persuade the public of the significance of the case, which may be the only one of four Trump prosecutions to reach trial this year.

    


"This is sort of gallows humor. It was on election night as the results were coming in," Davidson explained. "There was sort of surprise among the broadcasters and others that Mr. Trump was leading in the polls, and there was a growing sense that folks were about ready to call the election."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Davidson is seen as a vital building block for the prosecution's case that Trump and his allies schemed to bury unflattering stories in the run-up to the 2016 presidential election. He represented both porn actor Stormy Daniels and Playboy model Karen McDougal in negotiations that resulted in the rights to their claims of sexual encounters with Trump being purchased and then squelched in exchange for money, a tabloid industry practice known as "catch-and-kill."

    


He is one of multiple key players testifying in advance of Michael Cohen, the star prosecution witness and Trump's former lawyer and personal fixer whom Davidson has depicted as determined to protect Trump at all costs.
Trump's lawyers sought to blunt the potential harm of Davidson's testimony by getting him to acknowledge that he never had any interactions with Trump -- only Cohen. In fact, Davidson said, he had never been in the same room as Trump until his testimony.
He also said that he was unfamiliar with the Trump Organization's record-keeping practices and that any impressions he had of Trump himself came through others.




"I had no personal interactions with Donald Trump. It either came from my clients, Mr. Cohen or some other source, but certainly not him," Davidson said.
The line of questioning from Trump attorney Emil Bove appeared intended to underscore the defense's points that Trump was removed from the negotiations -- that Cohen was handling the hush-money matters on his own -- and that his testimony isn't relevant to the charges, which allege Trump falsified business records by logging reimbursement payments to Cohen as legal fees.

    


Earlier Thursday, jurors viewed a confidential agreement requiring Daniels to keep quiet about her claims that she had a tryst with the married Trump a decade earlier. The agreement, dated less than two weeks before the 2016 presidential election, called for her to receive $130,000 in exchange for her silence.
The money was paid by Cohen, and the agreement referred to both Trump and Daniels with pseudonyms: David Dennison and Peggy Peterson.
"It is understood and agreed that the true name and identity of the person referred to as 'DAVID DENNISON' in the Settlement Agreement is Donald Trump," the document stated, with Trump's name written in by hand.
While testifying Thursday, Davidson also recalled Cohen ranting to him about Trump in a phone conversation about a month after the 2016 election, complaining that he had been passed over for a job in the new administration and that Trump had not reimbursed him for the Daniels payment.

    


He also said that Cohen told him that he and Trump were "very upset" when The Wall Street Journal published an article that exposed a separate $150,000 National Enquirer arrangement with McDougal, who has said she and Trump had an affair, just days before the election.
"He wanted to know who the source of the article was, why someone would be the source of this type of article. He was upset by the timing," Davidson said of Cohen. "He stated his boss was very upset, and he threatened to sue Karen McDougal."
Trump has denied relationships with either woman and any wrongdoing in the case.
Before the start of testimony, prosecutors requested $1,000 fines for each of four comments by Trump that they say violated a judge's gag order barring him from attacking witnesses, jurors and others closely connected to the case. Such a penalty would be on top of a $9,000 fine that Judge Juan M. Merchan imposed Tuesday related to nine separate violations that he found.

    


"The defendant is talking about witnesses and the jury in this case, one right here outside this door," prosecutor Christopher Conroy said. "This is the most critical time, the time the proceeding has to be protected."
"His statements are corrosive to this proceeding and the fair administration of justice," Conroy added.
Trump's lawyer Todd Blanche countered that Trump's candidacy and the massive media attention he receives have made it impossible for him not to be asked about, or comment on, the trial.
"He can't just say 'no comment' repeatedly. He's running for president," Blanche said.
Merchan did not immediately rule on the request for fresh sanctions, though he indicated he was not particularly concerned about one of the four statements flagged by prosecutors.
Yet the mere prospect of further punishment underscored the challenges Trump the presidential candidate faces in adjusting to the role of criminal defendant subject to rigid courtroom protocol that he does not control. It also remains to be seen whether any rebuke from the court will lead Trump to adjust his behavior given the campaign trail benefit he believes he derives from painting the case as politically motivated.
The trial, now in its second week of testimony, has exposed the underbelly of tabloid journalism practices and the protections, for a price, afforded to Trump during his successful run for president in 2016.
After the $130,000 payment was made to Daniels, Trump's company reimbursed Cohen and logged the payments to him as legal expenses, prosecutors have said in charging the former president with 34 felony counts of falsifying business records -- a charge punishable by up to four years in prison.
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    [image: FILE - People protest about abortion, Friday, June 24, 2022, outside the Supreme Court in Washington. Two years after a leaked draft of a U.S. Supreme Court opinion singled that the nation's abortion landscape was about to shift dramatically, the issue is still consuming the nation's courts, legislatures and political campaigns and changing the course of lives.(AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)]
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[image: FILE - Anti-abortion and Abortion-rights activists rally outside the Supreme Court, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Washington. Two years after a leaked draft of a U.S. Supreme Court opinion singled that the nation's abortion landscape was about to shift dramatically, the issue is still consuming the nation's courts, legislatures and political campaigns and changing the course of lives. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)]
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[image: FILE - Anti-Abortion demonstrators protest outside of the Supreme Court during a rally, March 26, 2024, in Washington. Two years after a leaked draft of a U.S. Supreme Court opinion singled that the nation's abortion landscape was about to shift dramatically, the issue is still consuming the nation's courts, legislatures and political campaigns and changing the course of lives. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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[image: FILE - Amanda Zurawski testifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on "The Assault on Reproductive Rights in a Post-Dobbs America" on Capitol Hill in Washington, on April 26, 2023. Two years after a leaked Supreme Court opinion suggested the abortion landscape would shift, the issue is at the center of legislative, court and political battles. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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[image: FILE - Anti-Abortion demonstrators protest outside of the Supreme Court during a rally, March 26, 2024, in Washington. Two years after a leaked draft of a U.S. Supreme Court opinion singled that the nation's abortion landscape was about to shift dramatically, the issue is still consuming the nation's courts, legislatures and political campaigns and changing the course of lives. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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[image: FILE - Amanda Zurawski testifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on "The Assault on Reproductive Rights in a Post-Dobbs America" on Capitol Hill in Washington, on April 26, 2023. Two years after a leaked Supreme Court opinion suggested the abortion landscape would shift, the issue is at the center of legislative, court and political battles. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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                                        Two years after a leaked draft of a U.S. Supreme Court opinion signaled that the nation's abortion landscape was about to shift dramatically, the issue is still consuming the nation's courts, legislatures and political campaigns -- and changing the course of lives.
On Wednesday, a ban on abortion after the first six weeks of pregnancy, often before women realize they're pregnant, took effect in Florida, echoing laws in two other states. In Arizona, meanwhile, lawmakers voted to repeal a total ban on abortion dating back to 1864, decades before Arizona became a state. Also this week, the Kansas Legislature increased funding for anti-abortion centers, while advocates in South Dakota submitted the required number of signatures for a ballot measure to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The status of abortion in states across the country has changed constantly, with lawmakers passing measures and courts ruling on challenges to them. Currently, 14 states are enforcing bans on abortion at all stages of pregnancy, with limited exceptions. Most Democratic-led states, meanwhile, have taken steps to preserve or expand access.

    


"Some of it's exactly what we knew would happen," said David Cohen, a professor at the Thomas R. Kline School of Law at Drexel University who studies abortion policy, "and others have been big surprises that have put, frankly, the anti-abortion movement on their heels."





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Although more than 20 states have begun enforcing abortion bans of varying degrees since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June 2022, studies have found that the number of monthly abortions nationally is about the same -- or higher -- than it was before the ruling. Asked to weigh in on the emotional debate, voters have supported the position favored by abortion rights advocates on all seven statewide ballot measures since then.

    


The Supreme Court's decision in the Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization case was released officially on June 24, 2022, upending nearly 50 years of abortion being legal nationwide. But the world caught a glimpse of it about six weeks earlier, on May 2, after a news outlet published a leaked draft.
"With the Dobbs decision, the will of the people is now able to be adhered to," said Stephen Billy, vice president of state affairs for Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America. He said abortion rights supporters have amplified uncertainty in laws -- especially over whether abortion is allowed in medical emergencies: "They've tried to sow political division just to advance their policy agenda," he said. 
At the time Politico published the leaked draft, Amanda Zurawski was undergoing fertility treatment and was about two weeks away from learning she was finally pregnant.
The Austin, Texas, woman had always supported abortion rights, and was mad that the right to abortion was on the verge of disappearing. But she didn't expect a direct impact in her life. 
That changed months later when she was denied an abortion despite a premature rupture of membranes, which can lead to dangerous internal bleeding. Days later, she was diagnosed with sepsis, a life-threatening reaction to infection. Her daughter, Willow, was ultimately aborted, but Zurawski nearly died in the process because of the delay.

    


She emerged from the experience an activist. 
"I thought I would be a new mom with a newborn," she said in an interview. "Instead, I was in Tallahassee, Florida, meeting the vice president."
Zurawski has been a plaintiff in a court challenge seeking to clarify Texas abortion law and has spoken about her experience before Congress and across the country. She recently left her tech job to spend the next several months supporting abortion rights and President Joe Biden's reelection campaign.
"I'm definitely somebody who wants to fight for justice," she said. "This is not the path that I would have guessed."
Zurawski's widely publicized experience is a reflection of the central role abortion has assumed on the political stage during this highly charged election year.

    


In Arizona, one of a handful of battleground states that will decide the next president, the state Supreme Court issued a ruling last month saying that a near-total abortion ban passed in 1864 could be enforced now that Roe v. Wade had been overturned. That decision ultimately led to the repeal proposal that passed the state House last week and the Senate on Wednesday after vitriolic debate. Gov. Katie Hobbs, a Democrat, is expected to sign the repeal.
Florida, Maryland and New York will have measures on the ballot in November to protect abortion access.
"Women are going to be put into an impossible situation of not having access to health care, whether it is in an emergency situation or just family planning," said Nikki Fried, chair of the Florida Democratic Party. "Floridians are going to have the opportunity to take control back."

    


Susan B. Anthony's Billy said his group was focused on defeating the ballot questions in Florida and other states where passing them would roll back bans in place now.
Arizona is one of at least eight states with a push for a similar measure. A few states also have pushes for measures to enshrine bans in the state constitution.
The issue is also weighing heavily in the presidential election.
President Joe Biden has been blasting his likely opponent, former President Donald Trump, for appointing the Supreme Court justices who swayed the Roe v. Wade decision. Vice President Kamala Harris traveled to Florida on Wednesday to decry the six-week ban passed in the nation's third most-populous state.
Trump, who said in April that he believes abortion laws should be decided by states, went further this week, telling Time magazine that states should also be able to prosecute women who seek abortions. Proposals to do that have not picked up steam in any state legislatures so far.
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    [image: This image from video released by the U.S. Army, shows a frame from a haunting new video, released on May 2, 2024, in the latest effort by the Army to lure soldiers to some of its more secretive units. Hints of its origin are tucked into the frames as they flash by touting the power of words, ideas and "invisible hands." Army Special Operations Command hopes that those drawn to the video may be interested in joining as one of its psychological warfare soldiers. (U.S. Army via AP)]
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        Faceless people, invisible hands: New Army video aims to lure recruits for psychological operations
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                                        FORT LIBERTY, N.C. (AP) -- The video is unsettling, with haunting images of faceless people, fire and soldiers. The voiceover is a cascade of recognizable historical voices as the screen pulses cryptic messages touting the power of words, ideas and "invisible hands."
Hints of its origin are tucked into frames as they flash by: PSYWAR. The Army's psychological warfare soldiers are using their brand of mental combat to bring in what the service needs: recruits. And if you find the video intriguing, you may be the Army's target audience as it works to enlist soldiers to join its Special Operations Command.
Released in the early morning hours Thursday, the video is the second provocative recruiting ad that, in itself, exemplifies the kind of work the psyop soldiers do to influence public opinion and wage the war of words overseas. Called "Ghost in the Machine 2," it is coming out two years after the inaugural video was quietly posted on the unit's YouTube site and generated a firestorm of online chatter.

    


"It's a recruiting video," said the Army major who created it, speaking with The Associated Press before the release. "Someone who watches it and thinks, wow, that was effective, how was it constructed -- that's the kind of creative mindset we're looking for." 




The soldier, a member of the 8th Psychological Operations Group based at Fort Liberty, North Carolina, also made the first video. He asked that his name not be used to protect his identity, as is common among special forces troops. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Psyop units are used for an array of missions that can range from simple leaflet drops to more sophisticated propaganda and messaging aimed at deceiving the enemy or shaping opinion on foreign soil. It's illegal for the U.S. military to conduct psychological operations on Americans.
Army Special Operations Command leaders and special forces recruiters hope that a new stream of chatter inspired by the video will help bring in recruits to an often unseen and little known job.

    


"From a tactical level, the psyop mission is extremely hard to show and tell," said Lt. Col. Steve Crowe, commander of the Special Forces Recruiting Battalion. And it's the job in Army special forces that recruiters say is the hardest to fill.
Across the military, the armed services have been struggling to meet enlistment goals, with most falling far short of their targets in recent years. The Army, which is the largest service, has had the most trouble, missing its goal by about 15,000 soldiers for the past two years. But most of the services say things are improving this year.
The Army's Special Operations recruiters who recruit from already-serving soldiers say they are making about 75% of their overall goal, which is between 3,000 and 4,000. Of that, they have to bring in about 650 active-duty soldiers to psychological operations per year.
Officials blame the nation's low unemployment, increased competition from corporate businesses, which can pay more and offer similar benefits, and a sluggish return from several years of COVID-19 pandemic restrictions that prevented recruiters from visiting schools and attending other public events.

    


Recruiting struggles in Army Special Operations Command have mirrored those of the larger Army. The recruiters said they are responsible for bringing in several types of special forces -- the most well-known are the Green Berets and Delta Force, but there are also Civil Affairs, Psychological Operations and the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment, known as the Knight Stalkers.
The Army has said it intends to trim the number of psyop soldiers, but still has struggled to fill the ranks.
Perhaps the most celebrated psyop was in World War II, when the so-called U.S. Ghost Army outwitted the Germans using inflatable tanks, radio trickery, costumes and impersonations. In what was dubbed Operation Viersen, the soldiers used the inflatables, sound trucks and phony headquarters to draw German units away from the point on the Rhine River where the 9th Army was actually crossing. Several of the last surviving members of the unit were recently awarded the Congressional Gold Medal at a ceremony in Washington.

    


These days, psyop activities are often classified. But one of the last U.S. service members to die in Afghanistan -- killed by a suicide bomber at Abbey Gate during the chaotic evacuation in 2021 -- was a psyop soldier: Army Staff Sgt. Ryan Knauss, 23, of Corryton, Tennessee. His task that day was largely crowd control and influence, by using a bullhorn to communicate with the frantic throngs of Afghans and get them moving in the right direction.
A more recent example would be assistance to Ukraine. U.S. psychological operations soldiers have advised and assisted Ukrainian troops in their efforts to counter Russian disinformation campaigns since 2014. After the Russian invasion in February 2022, Ukrainian forces used a range of tactics -- including leaflets and social media -- to entice Russian troops to surrender and tell them how and where to give themselves up. 

    


About half of the psychological operations troops are young people who join when they enlist. The rest are recruited from within the Army's existing ranks. The command's recruiters focus on the internal audience, which has its own challenges.
A growing hurdle, according to Crowe and Army Maj. Jim Maicke, executive officer of the Special Forces recruiting battalion, is that these days regular soldiers across the Army have less interaction with special operations forces than they did during the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.
In those conflicts, soldiers often worked side-by-side with commandos, or were deployed at the same bases and had a better view of what they did.
"Business was generally pretty good. And the reason, we believe, was all the interaction that was happening between special operations and conventional forces," said Crowe, adding that soldiers "got to see behind the curtain, how we operate. We don't have that anymore."
It's particularly difficult for psyops soldiers, whose work is often less visible than that of the more celebrated Army commandos and not always understood.
"We're all nerds for sure," said the Army major who created the ad. "But we're all nerds in different ways." Usually, those who are drawn to the job are "planners," he said. "They're writers, they're great thinkers. They're idea people."
Often, he said, they are creative, such as artists and illustrators, but others are tech experts who can bring those ideas to life in videos or online messaging.
The new "Ghost in the Machine" video is aimed at that audience. 
Recruiters say the first video was successful.
"I think what he does with 'Ghost in the Machine' is it tells you what psychological operations is, and shows you it, without telling you in words," said Crowe. "You watch the video and you're like, okay, this is how I'll influence and change behavior."
On a recent recruiting trip to the Citadel, the Military College of South Carolina, the recruiters brought a psyop officer and a civil affairs officer along to speak with the cadets.
"We had a very limited amount of time to engage about 450 cadets," said Maicke, a graduate of the college. "And the psyop officer chose to give a brief introduction and then immediately turn on the 'Ghost in the Machine' video. He ended with, 'if anyone has any questions about this, I'm right over here,' and business was booming."
In fact, about six months after the first video was released, the command began surveying soldiers who applied for the psyop mission and got into the assessment and selection course. More than 51% said the video had a medium to high level of influence on their decision to try out for the job, recruiters said.
That, said the Army major, is the goal of the second video, which ends with a crescendo of music, shots of marching military troops with their arms raised in surrender, and a question streaming across the screen: "Do you believe in the power of words and ideas. Will You. We Believe." The final frames say PSYWAR and show the website: goarmysof.com.
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Senators want limits on the government's use of facial recognition technology for airport screening

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Transportation Security Administration's new facial recognition technology is seen at a Baltimore-Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport security checkpoint, April 26, 2023, in Glen Burnie, Md. A bipartisan group of senators wants restrictions on the use of facial recognition technology by the TSA, saying they're concerned about travelers' privacy and civil liberties.(AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A bipartisan group of senators is pushing for restrictions on the use of facial recognition technology by the Transportation Security Administration, saying they are concerned about travelers' privacy and civil liberties.
In a letter on Thursday, the group of 14 lawmakers called on Senate leaders to use the upcoming reauthorization of the Federal Aviation Administration as a vehicle to limit TSA's use of the technology so Congress can put in place some oversight.
"This technology poses significant threats to our privacy and civil liberties, and Congress should prohibit TSA's development and deployment of facial recognition tools until rigorous congressional oversight occurs," the senators wrote. 
The effort, led by Sens. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore., John Kennedy, R-La., and Roger Marshall, R-Kan., "would halt facial recognition technology at security checkpoints, which has proven to improve security effectiveness, efficiency, and the passenger experience," TSA said in a statement. 

    


The technology is currently in use at 84 airports around the country and is planned to expand in the coming years to the roughly 430 covered by TSA.




The FAA reauthorization is one of the last must-pass bills of this Congress. The agency regulates airlines and aircraft manufacturers and manages the nation's airspace.
TSA, which is part of the Homeland Security Department, has been rolling out the facial recognition technology at select airports in a pilot project. Travelers put their driver's license into a slot that reads the card or they place their passport photo against a card reader. Then they look at a camera on a screen about the size of an iPad that captures their image and compares it to their ID. The technology is checking to make sure that travelers at the airport match the ID they present and that the identification is real. A TSA officer signs off on the screening.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The agency says the system improves accuracy of identity verification without slowing passenger speeds at checkpoints. 

    


Passengers can opt out, although David Pekoske, the TSA administrator, said last year that eventually biometrics would be required because they are more effective and efficient. He gave no timeline.
Critics have raised questions about how the data is collected, who has access to it, and what happens if there is a hack. Privacy advocates are concerned about possible bias in the algorithms and say it is not clear enough to passengers that they do not have to submit to facial recognition.
"It is clear that we are at a critical juncture," the senators wrote. "The scope of the government's use of facial recognition on Americans will expand exponentially under TSA's plans with little to no public discourse or congressional oversight."
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    [image: Workers remove wreckage of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Roberto Marquez, an artist from Dallas, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at a memorial site to honor the construction workers who lost their lives in the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Flowers are seen at a memorial site to honor the construction workers who lost their lives in the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Workers remove wreckage of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) -- Maryland plans to rebuild the Francis Scott Key Bridge in just over four years at an estimated cost between $1.7 billion and $1.9 billion, a state transportation official said Thursday.
As salvage efforts continue, authorities also announced late Wednesday they had recovered the body of a fifth person who died in the March 26 collapse.
The state plans to build a new span by fall of 2028, said David Broughton, a spokesman for the Maryland Department of Transportation. He said the cost estimate is preliminary, and detailed engineering specifics have not been confirmed.
Late Wednesday, authorities announced they recovered the body of a fifth person who was missing after the collapse of the bridge more than a month ago, shutting down the port of Baltimore, one of the busiest ports in the country.
Six members of a roadwork crew plunged to their deaths on March 26 when a container ship lost power and crashed into one of the bridge's supporting columns. The Key Bridge Response Unified Command announced that the victim found Wednesday was identified as Miguel Angel Luna Gonzalez, 49, of Glen Burnie, Maryland. All of the victims were Latino immigrants who came to the United States from Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras.

    


"We continue to pray for Miguel Angel Luna Gonzalez, his family and all those who love him, acknowledging the anguish they have experienced since the Key Bridge collapsed," Gov. Wes Moore said in a statement Thursday. "We pray for comfort, we pray for healing, and we pray for peace in knowing that their loved one has finally come home."




Salvage teams found one of the missing construction vehicles Wednesday and notified the Maryland State Police, officials said. State police investigators and Maryland Transportation Authority Police officers and the FBI responded to the scene and recovered the body inside a red truck. The state police underwater recovery team and crime scene unit also assisted.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, the broker for the bridge's insurance policy confirmed Thursday that a $350 million payout will be made to the state of Maryland in what is expected to be the first of many payouts related to the collapse.

    


Chubb, the company that insured the bridge, is preparing to make the $350 million payment, according to WTW, the broker. Douglas Menelly, a spokesperson for WTW, on Thursday confirmed plans for the payout, which was first reported by The Wall Street Journal. Chubb did not immediately respond to a request for comment Thursday.
The Maryland Transportation Authority said Thursday that the state's treasurer filed a claim on the day of the bridge's collapse "against our $350 million property policy and put on notice our $150 million liability policy first tier carrier on behalf of MDTA."
"We expect the full property policy to be paid very shortly," the agency said in a news release.
The Dali container ship has been stationary amid the wreckage since the collapse, but crews plan to refloat and remove the ship, allowing more maritime traffic to resume through Baltimore's port. Officials expect to have it removed by May 10, according to a Port of Baltimore news release.

    


Salvage and demolition crews were still working around the clock to clear wreckage from the collapse site. They're now focused primarily on freeing the Dali from a massive steel span that came crashing down on the ship's bow.
That will allow the ship to be refloated and guided back into the Port of Baltimore. It will also allow most maritime traffic to resume through the busy East Coast port.
On Thursday morning, crews were preparing for a controlled demolition that will break down the largest remaining span and send it tumbling into the water. Then a massive hydraulic grabber will lift the resulting sections of steel onto barges.
The hydraulic grabber, which officials have called the largest in the country, was also in motion Thursday morning. Moving ever so slowly, the giant claw descended into the depths of the Patapsco River and emerged with a steel beam in its trusses. It was operating in tandem with the Chesapeake 1000, one of the largest cranes on the Eastern Seaboard.
___
Associated Press journalists Denise Lavoie in Richmond, Virginia, and Lea Skene in Baltimore, contributed to this report.
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Send us Patriots: Ukraine's battered energy plants seek air defenses against Russian attacks
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    [image: Workers remove debris from the roof of a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers walk among debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A worker stands next to debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers remove debris from the roof of a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Debris of a Russian missile are gathered next to a damaged building in a DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers stand next to debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A worker walks along an internal corridor in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers walk among debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A state emergency service member stands next to debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | A state emergency service member stands next to debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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[image: Workers remove debris from the roof of damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers stand among debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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    [image: Workers remove debris from the roof of a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A worker stands next to debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers remove debris from the roof of a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Debris of a Russian missile are gathered next to a damaged building in a DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers stand next to debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A worker walks along an internal corridor in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers walk among debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A state emergency service member stands next to debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers remove debris from the roof of damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Workers stand among debris in a damaged DTEK thermal power plant after a Russian attack in Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- At a Ukrainian power plant repeatedly hit by Russian aerial attacks, equipment department chief Oleh has a one-word answer when asked what Ukraine's battered energy industry needs most: "Patriot."
Ukrainian energy workers are struggling to repair the damage from intensifying airstrikes aimed at pulverizing Ukraine's energy grid, hobbling the economy and sapping the public's morale. Staff worry they will lose the race to prepare for winter unless allies come up with air-defense systems like the U.S.-made Patriots to stop Russian attacks inflicting more destruction on already damaged plants.
"Rockets hit fast. Fixing takes long," Oleh said in limited but forceful English.
The U.S. has sent Ukraine some Patriot missile systems, and said last week it would give more after entreaties from President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

    


The Associated Press on Thursday visited a plant owned by DTEK, the country's biggest private energy supplier, days after a cruise-missile attack left parts of it a mess of smashed glass, shattered bricks and twisted metal. The coal-fired plant is one of four DTEK power stations struck on the same day last week.




The AP was given access on the condition that the location of the facility, technical details of the damage and workers' full names are not published due to security concerns.
During the visit, State Emergency Service workers in hard hats and harnesses clambered atop the twisted roof of a vast building, assessing the damage and occasionally dislodging chunks of debris with a thunderous clang.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba told Foreign Policy magazine that half of the country's energy system has been damaged by Russian attacks.
DTEK says it has lost 80% of its electricity-generating capacity in almost 180 aerial attacks since the start of Russia's full-scale invasion in 2022. It estimates that repairing all the damaged plants would take between six months and two years -- even if there are no more strikes.

    


Shift supervisor Ruslan was on duty in the operations room when the air alarm sounded. He sent his crew to a basement shelter but remained at his post when the blast struck only meters (yards) away.
He rushed out to darkness, dust and fire. He said he wasn't scared because "I knew what I needed to do" - make sure his team was OK and then try to help put out the flames.
Russia pummeled Ukraine's energy infrastructure to devastating effect during the "blackout winter" of 2022-23. In March it launched a new wave of attacks, one of which completely destroyed the Trypilska power plant near Kyiv, one of the country's biggest.
Russian President Vladimir Putin has framed the attacks as retaliation for Ukrainian strikes on Russian oil refineries.
Oleh said the Russians are "learning all the time" and adapting their tactics. Initially they targeted transformers that distribute power; now they aim for the power-generating equipment itself, with increasing accuracy. The Russians also are sending growing numbers of missiles and exploding drones to exhaust Ukraine's air defenses, and striking the same targets repeatedly.

    


DTEK executive director Dmytro Sakharuk said in March that out of 10 units the company had repaired after earlier strikes, two-thirds had been hit again.
More Russian missiles have been getting through in recent months as Ukraine awaited new supplies from allies, including a $61 billion package from the U.S. that was held up for months by wrangling in Congress. It was finally approved in April, but it could be weeks or months before all the new weapons and ammunition arrives.
Ukraine's energy firms have all but exhausted their finances, equipment and spare parts fixing the damage Russia has already wrought. The country's power plants urgently need specialist equipment that Ukraine can no longer make at sufficient speed and scale.
Some 51 DTEK employees have been wounded in attacks since 2022, and three have been killed. Staff say they keep working despite the danger because they know how crucial their work is.

    


Machine operator Dmytro, who was on shift during the recent attack and took shelter in the basement, said that when he emerged, "my soul was bleeding when I saw the scale of the destruction." 
He thought of the many people who had poured heart and soul into building the mammoth power plant.
"This was destroyed in a few seconds, in an instant," he said.
Dmytro, who worked at Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant before it was seized by Russia, said he would continue to show up for work every day, "as long as I'm able."
"It's our duty towards the country," he said

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ukraine-electricity-power-plant-russia-attack-air-defenses-d02555dd2e4f3f7c6447f26085ae4eb0
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    [image: This combination of photos provided by the Suaq foundation shows a facial wound on Rakus, a wild male Sumatran orangutan in Gunung Leuser National Park, Indonesia, on June 23, 2022, two days before he applied chewed leaves from a medicinal plant, left, and on Aug. 25, 2022, after his facial wound was barely visible. (Armas, Safruddin/Suaq foundation via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by the Suaq foundation shows Rakus, a wild male Sumatran orangutan in Gunung Leuser National Park, Indonesia, on Aug. 25, 2022, after his facial wound was barely visible. Two months earlier, researchers observed him apply chewed leaves from a plant, used throughout Southeast Asia to treat pain and inflammation and to kill bacteria, to the wound. (Safruddin/Suaq foundation via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | This photo provided by the Suaq foundation shows Rakus, a wild male Sumatran orangutan in Gunung Leuser National Park, Indonesia, on Aug. 25, 2022, after his facial wound was barely visible. Two months earlier, researchers observed him apply chewed leaves from a plant, used throughout Southeast Asia to treat pain and inflammation and to kill bacteria, to the wound. (Safruddin/Suaq foundation via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Suaq foundation shows a facial wound on Rakus, a wild male Sumatran orangutan in Gunung Leuser National Park, Indonesia, on June 23, 2022, two days before he applied chewed leaves from a plant, used throughout Southeast Asia to treat pain and inflammation and to kill bacteria, to the wound. (Armas/Suaq foundation via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | This photo provided by the Suaq foundation shows a facial wound on Rakus, a wild male Sumatran orangutan in Gunung Leuser National Park, Indonesia, on June 23, 2022, two days before he applied chewed leaves from a plant, used throughout Southeast Asia to treat pain and inflammation and to kill bacteria, to the wound. (Armas/Suaq foundation via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        A wild orangutan used a medicinal plant to treat a wound, scientists say

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of photos provided by the Suaq foundation shows a facial wound on Rakus, a wild male Sumatran orangutan in Gunung Leuser National Park, Indonesia, on June 23, 2022, two days before he applied chewed leaves from a medicinal plant, left, and on Aug. 25, 2022, after his facial wound was barely visible. (Armas, Safruddin/Suaq foundation via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | This combination of photos provided by the Suaq foundation shows a facial wound on Rakus, a wild male Sumatran orangutan in Gunung Leuser National Park, Indonesia, on June 23, 2022, two days before he applied chewed leaves from a medicinal plant, left, and on Aug. 25, 2022, after his facial wound was barely visible. (Armas, Safruddin/Suaq foundation via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
This combination of photos provided by the Suaq foundation shows a facial wound on Rakus, a wild male Sumatran orangutan in Gunung Leuser National Park, Indonesia, on June 23, 2022, two days before he applied chewed leaves from a medicinal plant, left, and on Aug. 25, 2022, after his facial wound was barely visible. (Armas, Safruddin/Suaq foundation via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- An orangutan appeared to treat a wound with medicine from a tropical plant-- the latest example of how some animals attempt to soothe their own ills with remedies found in the wild, scientists reported Thursday.
Scientists observed Rakus pluck and chew up leaves of a medicinal plant used by people throughout Southeast Asia to treat pain and inflammation. The adult male orangutan then used his fingers to apply the plant juices to an injury on the right cheek. Afterward, he pressed the chewed plant to cover the open wound like a makeshift bandage, according to a new study in Scientific Reports. 
Previous research has documented several species of great apes foraging for medicines in forests to heal themselves, but scientists hadn't yet seen an animal treat itself in this way. 
"This is the first time that we have observed a wild animal applying a quite potent medicinal plant directly to a wound," said co-author Isabelle Laumer, a biologist at the Max Planck Institute of Animal Behavior in Konstanz, Germany. 

    


The orangutan's intriguing behavior was recorded in 2022 by Ulil Azhari, a co-author and field researcher at the Suaq Project in Medan, Indonesia. Photographs show the animal's wound closed within a month without any problems. 




Scientists have been observing orangutans in Indonesia's Gunung Leuser National Park since 1994, but they hadn't previously seen this behavior. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's a single observation," said Emory University biologist Jacobus de Roode, who was not involved in the study. "But often we learn about new behaviors by starting with a single observation."
"Very likely it's self-medication," said de Roode, adding that the orangutan applied the plant only to the wound and no other body part.
It's possible Rakus learned the technique from other orangutans living outside the park and away from scientists' daily scrutiny, said co-author Caroline Schuppli at Max Planck. 

    


Rakus was born and lived as a juvenile outside the study area. Researchers believe the orangutan got hurt in a fight with another animal. It's not known whether Rakus earlier treated other injuries. 
Scientists have previously recorded other primates using plants to treat themselves. 
Bornean orangutans rubbed themselves with juices from a medicinal plant, possibly to reduce body pains or chase away parasites. 
Chimpanzees in multiple locations have been observed chewing on the shoots of bitter-tasting plants to soothe their stomachs. Gorillas, chimpanzees and bonobos swallow certain rough leaves whole to get rid of stomach parasites.
"If this behavior exists in some of our closest living relatives, what could that tell us about how medicine first evolved?" said Tara Stoinski, president and chief scientific officer of the nonprofit Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund, who had no role in the study.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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[image: Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to the press at the port of Ashdod, in Ashdod, Israel, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers are seen at a staging ground near the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers gather on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel into Gaza, bordering a battle-ravaged area of the northern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Activists block a highway as they demand the release of the hostages from Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second left, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, third left, and UN Senior Humanitarian and Reconstruction Coordinator for Gaza, Sigrid Kaag, left visit the Kerem Shalom border crossing in Kerem Shalom, Israel, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 16 | U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second left, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, third left, and UN Senior Humanitarian and Reconstruction Coordinator for Gaza, Sigrid Kaag, left visit the Kerem Shalom border crossing in Kerem Shalom, Israel, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators watch police activity behind a makeshift barricade on the UCLA campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: Students set up tents on the grounds of the University of Oslo, in protest against the war in Gaza, in Oslo, Thursday, May 2, 2024, replicating the nationwide campus demonstrations in the US. Sign on building in the background reads "Free Palestine". (Terje Pedersen/NTB Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Tents are set up at an encampment on the grounds of Newcastle University in protest against the war in Gaza, in Newcastle, England, Thursday, May 2, 2024.. Students in the Britain, including in Leeds, Newcastle and Bristol, have set up tents outside university buildings, replicating the nationwide campus demonstrations in the US, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)]
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[image: Mourners pray over the bodies of Palestinians who were killed in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza Stirp, at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Mourners look at the bodies of Palestinians who were killed in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza Stirp, at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Patriarch Theophilos III, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, left, performs the Washing of the Feet ceremony during the Holy Week at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, where many Christians believe Jesus was crucified, buried and rose from the dead, in Jerusalem's Old City, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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[image: Ethiopian Orthodox Christian worshippers attend the Washing of the Feet ceremony at the Ethiopian monks' village Deir Al-Sultan, located on the rooftop of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre where many Christians believe Jesus was crucified, buried and rose from the dead, in the Old City of Jerusalem, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to the press at the port of Ashdod, in Ashdod, Israel, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to the press at the port of Ashdod, in Ashdod, Israel, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Israeli soldiers are seen at a staging ground near the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli soldiers are seen at a staging ground near the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israeli soldiers gather on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel into Gaza, bordering a battle-ravaged area of the northern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli soldiers gather on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel into Gaza, bordering a battle-ravaged area of the northern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Activists block a highway as they demand the release of the hostages from Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: Activists block a highway as they demand the release of the hostages from Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Activists block a highway as they demand the release of the hostages from Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second left, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, third left, and UN Senior Humanitarian and Reconstruction Coordinator for Gaza, Sigrid Kaag, left visit the Kerem Shalom border crossing in Kerem Shalom, Israel, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators watch police activity behind a makeshift barricade on the UCLA campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Pro-Palestinian demonstrators watch police activity behind a makeshift barricade on the UCLA campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Students set up tents on the grounds of the University of Oslo, in protest against the war in Gaza, in Oslo, Thursday, May 2, 2024, replicating the nationwide campus demonstrations in the US. Sign on building in the background reads "Free Palestine". (Terje Pedersen/NTB Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Tents are set up at an encampment on the grounds of Newcastle University in protest against the war in Gaza, in Newcastle, England, Thursday, May 2, 2024.. Students in the Britain, including in Leeds, Newcastle and Bristol, have set up tents outside university buildings, replicating the nationwide campus demonstrations in the US, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 16 | Tents are set up at an encampment on the grounds of Newcastle University in protest against the war in Gaza, in Newcastle, England, Thursday, May 2, 2024.. Students in the Britain, including in Leeds, Newcastle and Bristol, have set up tents outside university buildings, replicating the nationwide campus demonstrations in the US, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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[image: Mourners pray over the bodies of Palestinians who were killed in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza Stirp, at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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                                        Hamas said Thursday it will send a delegation to Cairo as soon as possible to keep working on cease-fire talks, in response to Egypt's latest proposal. In a statement, Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh said he spoke to Egypt's intelligence chief and "stressed the positive spirit of the movement in studying the cease-fire proposal." The statement did not say when the delegation would travel.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken was back in the Mideast this week in a renewed push for a cease-fire deal. The proposed truce would free hostages held by Hamas in exchange for a halt to the fighting and the delivery of much needed food, medicine and water into Gaza. Palestinian prisoners are also expected to be released as part of the deal.
If the Israel-Hamas war stopped today, it would still take until 2040 to rebuild all the homes that have been destroyed in nearly seven months of Israel's bombardment and ground offensives in the besieged territory, according to United Nations estimates released Thursday.

    


The war has driven around 80% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million from their homes, caused vast destruction in several towns and cities, and pushed northern Gaza to the brink of famine. The death toll in Gaza has soared to more than 34,500 people, according to local health officials, and the territory's entire population has been driven into a humanitarian catastrophe. 




The war started on Oct. 7 when Palestinian militants launched an unprecedented attack into southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting around 250 hostages. Israel says militants still hold around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Currently:
-- As Hamas considers cease-fire, question hangs: Will Israel end war without the group's destruction?
-- Colombia's president says the country will break diplomatic relations with Israel over the war in Gaza.

    


-- The Biden administration is weighing measures to help Palestinians bring family from the region.
-- As protests and police action roil U.S. schools, there's been a pause in nonstop media coverage of the Israel-Hamas war.
-- Student journalists are covering their own campuses in convulsion. Here's what they have to say
-- Organizers of the Eurovision Song Contest are ready to remove Palestinian flags or symbols.
Follow AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
BIDEN SAYS STUDENTS HAVE RIGHT TO PEACEFUL PROTESTS, BUT THERE'S NO ROOM FOR 'CHAOS'
WASHINGTON -- U.S. President Joe Biden defended the right to peacefully protest on college campuses but said vandalism, violence, hate speech and other "chaos" has no part in a peaceful protest.
"Dissent is essential for democracy," he said at the White House Thursday morning. "But dissent must never lead to disorder."
Student protests over the Israel-Hamas war have popped up at many college campuses following the arrest of demonstrators in April at Columbia University.
The Democratic president said the U.S. is neither an authoritarian nation that squashes dissent nor a lawless country.
"We are a civil society and order must prevail," Biden said. "We are a big, diverse, free-thinking and freedom-loving nation."

    


Tensions at colleges and universities have been building, with demonstrators refusing to remove encampments, administrators cancelling classes and events and police clearing some protests by force.
The Associated Press has tallied at least 41 times since April 18 where arrests were made at campus protests across the U.S. Nearly 1,750 people have been arrested at 32 schools.
ISRAELI OPPOSITION POLITICIAN MEETS EMIRATI FOREIGN MINISTER IN ABU DHABI
JERUSALEM -- Israeli opposition leader Yair Lapid has met with the United Arab Emirates' foreign minister in Abu Dhabi.
The state-run WAM news agency confirmed the meeting between Lapid and Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan. WAM described Sheikh Abdullah as telling Lapid about "the importance of working towards achieving a cease-fire and avoiding a regional spillover" in the Israel-Hamas war still raging in the Gaza Strip.
Sheikh Abdullah also said a permanent peace would need to be based on a two-state solution between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

    


On the social platform X, Lapid wrote: "I told him that the most urgent thing is to return the hostages home." A current proposed cease-fire would see some of the remaining hostages who were taken captive after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack released in exchange for hundreds of Palestinians prisoners in Israeli custody.
Lapid's visit comes as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu still has not visited the UAE since it reached a diplomatic recognition deal with Israel in 2020. The UAE has faced criticism in the Arab world for its ties to Israel, particularly as the war goes on and as health officials in Gaza say more than 34,000 Palestinians have been killed in the latest round of fighting.
ISRAEL URGES ITS CITIZENS TO RECONSIDER EUROVISION TRAVEL 
JERUSALEM -- Israel's national security council has issued a warning urging people to reconsider travel to Malmo, Sweden, for the upcoming Eurovision song contest.

    


In a statement, the council described Malmo as "a focus for anti-Israel protests" that include calls to attack Israelis and the burning of Israeli flags.
"These developments raise the tangible concern that terrorists will exploit the protest and the anti-Israel atmosphere to carry out an attack on Israelis who will arrive for the Eurovision," it said.
It said it considers travel to Malmo to pose a "moderate threat" and recommends that Israelis heading to the city "reconsider the necessity of the trip."
It said the warning would remain in effect for the duration of the Eurovision contest -- scheduled to run from May 7-11.
The war in Gaza has heightened tensions around Israel's participation in Eurovision. Pro-Palestinian groups are expected to stage large protests in Malmo, and contest organizers say they reserve the right to remove any Palestinian flags or pro-Palestinian symbols at the show.
HAMAS DELEGATION TO GO TO EGYPT FOR MORE CEASE-FIRE TALKS 
CAIRO -- Hamas says it is sending a delegation to Cairo to continue cease-fire talks.
Hamas had been expected to deliver an answer to Egypt's latest proposal as soon as Thursday.
In a statement, the group's supreme leader, Ismail Haniyeh, said he had spoken to Egypt's intelligence chief and "stressed the positive spirit of the movement in studying the ceasefire proposal."
The statement said Hamas negotiators would travel to Egypt as soon as possible "to complete the ongoing discussions with the aim of working forward for an agreement."
The statement did not say when the delegation would travel.
GERMAN CHANCELLOR AND ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER TALK ABOUT HOSTAGE RELEASE AND CEASE-FIRE IN PHONE CALL
BERLIN -- German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu discussed efforts to secure the release of hostages held by Hamas and a cease-fire in a phone call Thursday, German government spokesperson Wolfgang Buechner said, without providing details. 
Further improvements in the supply of humanitarian aid to people in Gaza was also a topic, Buechner said in an emailed statement.
According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, Germany is the second-largest supplier of arms to Israel, behind the United States. It's also among the countries that announced it would resume cooperation with the United Nations relief agency for Palestinians in Gaza after the publication of an independent review of its neutrality -- a decision Israel's Foreign Ministry had called "regrettable and disappointing."
HEALTH MINISTRY ADDS 28 PEOPLE TO THE ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR DEATH TOLL IN GAZA
BEIRUT -- The Gaza Health Ministry said Thursday the bodies of 28 people killed by Israeli strikes were brought to local hospitals over the past 24 hours. Hospitals also received 51 wounded, it said in its daily report.
That brings the overall Palestinian death toll from the Israel-Hamas war to at least 34,596, the ministry said, and 77,816 wounded. The Health Ministry does not distinguish between fighters and civilians in its tallies, but says that women and children make up around two-thirds of those killed.
The Israeli military says it has killed some 13,000 militants, without providing evidence to back up the claim.
FIGHTING IN GAZA HAS DESTROYED OVER 370,000 HOMES AND WILL TAKE UNTIL AT LEAST 2040 TO REPAIR, UN REPORT SAYS
AMMAN, Jordan -- If the war in Gaza stopped today, it would still take until 2040 to rebuild all the homes that have been destroyed in nearly seven months of Israel's bombardment and ground offensives in the territory, according to United Nations estimates released Thursday.
"Every additional day that this war continues is exacting huge and compounding costs to Gazans and all Palestinians" said United Nations Development Programme Administrator Achim Steiner. 
At least 370,000 housing units in Gaza have been damaged, including 79,000 destroyed completely, according to the new report by the UNDP and the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, which details how Israel's assault, launched after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, has devastated the economy of the Palestinian territories, and how the impact will increase the longer the conflict goes on.
After previous Israel-Hamas conflicts, housing was rebuilt at a rate of 992 units year. Even if Israel allows a five-fold increase of construction material to enter Gaza, it would take until 2040 to rebuild the destroyed houses, without repairing the damaged ones, the report said.
In Gaza, the Israeli offensive has virtually shut down the economy, which contracted 81% in the last quarter of 2023. The report said the "productive basis of the economy has been destroyed," with sectors experienced losses of more than 90%. 
Gaza, home to some 2.3 million Palestinians, has been under blockade by Israel and Egypt since Hamas' 2007 takeover, putting tight controls on what enters and exits the territory. Even before the war, it faced "hyper-unemployment" of 45%, reaching nearly 63% among younger workers. Since the war began, it lost some 201,000 jobs. 
The war has also impacted the West Bank, where for months Israel has imposed restrictions on movement. In 2024, the entire Palestinian economy -- including both Gaza and the West Bank -- has so far contracted 25.8%, and if the war continues the loss will reach 29% by July, equivalent to $7.6 billion, the report said.
HAMAS PRAISES COLOMBIA'S DECISION TO BREAK RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL
BEIRUT -- The militant Palestinian group Hamas praised Columbia's announcement that it would break relations with Israel, saying such a move is a recognition of the suffering of Palestinian people.
In its statement Thursday, Hamas called on other leaders of Latin America to cut their countries' diplomatic relations with Israel, which it described as "a rogue and Fascist entity that is continuing its crimes against our people."
Historically, Colombia was one of Israel's closest partners in Latin America. But relations between the two nations cooled since Gustavo Petro was elected as Colombia's first leftist president in 2022.
Petro announced his government would break diplomatic relations with Israel effective Thursday, describing Israel's siege of Gaza as "genocide." He previously suspended purchases of weapons from Israel and compared that country's actions in Gaza to those of Nazi Germany. Hamas said it valued Petro's stance highly.
Weeks after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on southern Israel that sparked the current war in Gaza and killed some 1,200 people, Petro recalled Colombia's ambassador to Israel as he criticized the country's military offensive.
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    [image: FILE - Supporters of Florida Voice For The Unborn demonstrate outside the fourth floor as legislators work on property insurance bills, May 24, 2022, at the state Capitol in Tallahassee, Fla. The Florida Supreme Court ruled Monday, April 1, 2024, that a ballot measure to enshrine the right to abortion in the state constitution can go before voters in November. (AP Photo/Phil Sears, File)]
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[image: FILE - Protesters hold signs as Barbara DeVane, of the Tallahassee National Organization for Women, speaks outside the Florida Historic Capitol, June 24, 2022, in Tallahassee, Fla., during a rally protesting the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade. The Florida Supreme Court issued rulings Monday, April 1, 2024, allowing the state's voters to decide whether to protect abortion rights and legalize recreational use of marijuana, rejecting the state attorney general's arguments that the measures should be kept off the November ballot. (Chasity Maynard/Tallahassee Democrat via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Protesters hold signs as Barbara DeVane, of the Tallahassee National Organization for Women, speaks outside the Florida Historic Capitol, June 24, 2022, in Tallahassee, Fla., during a rally protesting the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade. The Florida Supreme Court issued rulings Monday, April 1, 2024, allowing the state's voters to decide whether to protect abortion rights and legalize recreational use of marijuana, rejecting the state attorney general's arguments that the measures should be kept off the November ballot. (Chasity Maynard/Tallahassee Democrat via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Which states could have abortion on the ballot in 2024?

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Supporters of Florida Voice For The Unborn demonstrate outside the fourth floor as legislators work on property insurance bills, May 24, 2022, at the state Capitol in Tallahassee, Fla. The Florida Supreme Court ruled Monday, April 1, 2024, that a ballot measure to enshrine the right to abortion in the state constitution can go before voters in November. (AP Photo/Phil Sears, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Supporters of Florida Voice For The Unborn demonstrate outside the fourth floor as legislators work on property insurance bills, May 24, 2022, at the state Capitol in Tallahassee, Fla. The Florida Supreme Court ruled Monday, April 1, 2024, that a ballot measure to enshrine the right to abortion in the state constitution can go before voters in November. (AP Photo/Phil Sears, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE - Supporters of Florida Voice For The Unborn demonstrate outside the fourth floor as legislators work on property insurance bills, May 24, 2022, at the state Capitol in Tallahassee, Fla. The Florida Supreme Court ruled Monday, April 1, 2024, that a ballot measure to enshrine the right to abortion in the state constitution can go before voters in November. (AP Photo/Phil Sears, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Protesters hold signs as Barbara DeVane, of the Tallahassee National Organization for Women, speaks outside the Florida Historic Capitol, June 24, 2022, in Tallahassee, Fla., during a rally protesting the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade. The Florida Supreme Court issued rulings Monday, April 1, 2024, allowing the state's voters to decide whether to protect abortion rights and legalize recreational use of marijuana, rejecting the state attorney general's arguments that the measures should be kept off the November ballot. (Chasity Maynard/Tallahassee Democrat via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Protesters hold signs as Barbara DeVane, of the Tallahassee National Organization for Women, speaks outside the Florida Historic Capitol, June 24, 2022, in Tallahassee, Fla., during a rally protesting the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade. The Florida Supreme Court issued rulings Monday, April 1, 2024, allowing the state's voters to decide whether to protect abortion rights and legalize recreational use of marijuana, rejecting the state attorney general's arguments that the measures should be kept off the November ballot. (Chasity Maynard/Tallahassee Democrat via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - Protesters hold signs as Barbara DeVane, of the Tallahassee National Organization for Women, speaks outside the Florida Historic Capitol, June 24, 2022, in Tallahassee, Fla., during a rally protesting the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade. The Florida Supreme Court issued rulings Monday, April 1, 2024, allowing the state's voters to decide whether to protect abortion rights and legalize recreational use of marijuana, rejecting the state attorney general's arguments that the measures should be kept off the November ballot. (Chasity Maynard/Tallahassee Democrat via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By GEOFF MULVIHILL and KIMBERLEE KRUESI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        South Dakota advocates submitted petitions Wednesday in their effort to amend the state constitution to include the right to abortion, at least under some circumstances.
Signatures are also expected to be turned in Friday in Missouri for a ballot measure there.
The efforts in both states are part of a movement to put abortion rights questions to voters since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade and removed the nationwide right to abortion. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Since that 2022 decision, most Republican-controlled states have new abortion restrictions in effect, including 14 that ban it at every stage of pregnancy. Most Democrat-dominated states have laws or executive orders to protect access.
Additionally, voters in seven states -- California, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Montana, Ohio and Vermont -- have sided with abortion rights supporters on ballot measures.

    


It's not clear yet how many states will vote on measures to enshrine abortion access in November. In some, the question is whether amendment supporters can get enough valid signatures. In others, it's up to the legislature. And there's legal wrangling in the process in some states.




Some of the efforts have already failed to reach ballots. Wisconsin's legislative session ended without a state Senate vote on a measure that the House approved to ask voters to ban abortion after 14 weeks. A Louisiana measure to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution died in committee and one in Maine effectively died when it fell short of receiving the approval of two-thirds of the House.
WHAT'S SECURELY ON 2024 BALLOTS?
FLORIDA

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state Supreme Court ruled on April 1 that a ballot measure to legalize abortion until viability could go on the ballot despite a legal challenge from state Attorney General Ashley Moody, who argued that there are differing views on the meaning of "viability" and that some key terms in the proposed measure are not properly defined.

    


Advocates collected nearly a million signatures to put a state constitutional amendment to legalize abortion until viability on the ballot, surpassing the nearly 892,000 required.
Sixty percent of voters would have to agree for it to take effect.
Abortion is legal in Florida through the first 15 weeks of pregnancy. But a separate April 1 state Supreme Court ruling upholding the current law triggers a 2023 law would drop that to six weeks -- often before women know they're pregnant -- to take effect on May 1.
MARYLAND
Maryland voters this year will also be asked whether to enshrine the right for women to end their pregnancies in the state's constitution in a ballot question put before them by lawmakers last year. The state already protects the right to abortion under state law and Democrats outnumber Republicans 2-1. Abortion is allowed in Maryland until viability.
NEW YORK
New York lawmakers agreed to ask voters to bar discrimination on the basis of pregnancy, pregnancy outcome and reproductive healthcare as part of a broader equal protection amendment. It would also bar discrimination on the basis of sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin and disability. The language of the constitutional amendment does not mention abortion specifically. Abortion is allowed in New York law until viability.

    


WHERE ELSE COULD ABORTION BE ON THE BALLOT IN 2024?
ARIZONA
A signature drive is underway to add a constitutional right to abortion in Arizona. Under the measure, the state would not be able to ban abortion until the fetus is viable, with later abortions allowed to protect a woman's physical or mental health. Supporters must gather nearly 384,000 valid signatures by July 4.
Abortion is currently legal for the first 15 weeks of pregnancy in Arizona. An Arizona Supreme Court ruling in April said enforcement could begin soon for a near-total ban that was already on the books. But on Wednesday the Legislature gave final passage of a repeal of that law, which could still be in effect for a time.
ARKANSAS
Proponents of an amendment to allow abortion in many cases have until July 5 to gather nearly 91,000 valid signatures to get it on the Nov. 5 ballot. The measure would bar laws banning abortion in the first 20 weeks of gestation and allow abortion later in pregnancy in cases of rape, incest, threats to the woman's health or life, or if the fetus would be unlikely to survive birth. Because it allows limits as soon as 20 weeks, the proposal does not have the support of Planned Parenthood Great Plains, which includes Arkansas. The state has a ban on abortion at all stages of pregnancy with narrow exceptions.

    


COLORADO
Advocates for a ballot measure to add constitutional protections for abortion, including requiring Medicaid and private health insurers to cover it, have turned in signatures to have it placed on the ballot. The secretary of state's office has until May 17 to determine whether there are enough valid signatures. More than 124,000 are required.
Amending the state constitution requires support of 55% of voters.

    


Those backing a dueling measure -- a law to ban abortion -- did not turn in signatures, and the measure will not go before voters.
Abortion is legal at all stages of pregnancy in Colorado.
MISSOURI
Missouri advocates for abortion access are expected to turn in signatures on Friday, two days ahead of their deadline to submit more than 171,000 to ask voters to approve a constitutional amendment to guarantee abortion until viability.
A group of moderate Republicans have abandoned for this year efforts for an alternate amendment that would have allowed abortion up to 12 weeks and after that with only limited exceptions.
Abortion is currently banned in Missouri at all stages of pregnancy with limited exceptions.
MONTANA
Abortion rights proponents in Montana have proposed a constitutional amendment that would bar the government from denying the right to abortion before viability or when it's necessary to protect the life or health of the pregnant person. After a legal battle over the ballot language, the Montana Supreme Court on April 1 wrote its version of the language that would appear on the ballot if supporters gather more than 60,000 signatures by June 21. Abortion is legal until viability in Montana under a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion.
NEBRASKA
Advocates are trying to collect about 125,000 signatures needed by July 5 to put a constitutional amendment before voters to protect abortion rights until fetal viability. Under a law adopted last year, abortion is banned after 12 weeks, with some exceptions.
NEVADA
Signatures are being gathered to place an abortion access amendment on Nevada's ballot in November. Under the amendment, abortion access for the first 24 weeks of pregnancy or later to protect the health of the pregnant person, which is already assured under a 1990 law, would be enshrined in the constitution. It requires more than 102,000 valid signatures by June 26 to place the measure on the ballot. Voters would need to approve it in both 2024 and 2026 to change the constitution.
The measure is one of several attempts by Nevada abortion rights groups to get a ballot question before voters in 2024 or 2026.
SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota advocates said they submitted more than 55,000 signatures -- 20,000 more than required -- to get a measure on the ballot that would loosen restrictions but does not go as far as many abortion rights advocates would like. It would ban any restrictions on abortion in the first trimester of pregnancy. It would allow the state in the second trimester to "regulate the pregnant woman's abortion decision and its effectuation only in ways that are reasonably related to the physical health of the pregnant woman." An abortion ban would be allowed in the third trimester, as long as it included exceptions for the life and health of the woman. Planned Parenthood is not supporting the measure.
Abortion in the state is now banned at all stages of pregnancy with narrow exceptions.
WHICH STATES CAN BUT LIKELY WON'T PUT ABORTION ON THE BALLOT?
There are some states where the balance of power or other circumstances make anti-abortion measures unlikely to reach voters in 2024.
IOWA
To put a constitutional amendment on the ballot, Iowa lawmakers have to approve it in two consecutive sessions. In 2021, both chambers advanced a resolution to find there is no constitutional right to abortion in the state. Republicans control the Legislature and governor's office, but the amendment has not emerged as a priority this year and Gov. Kim Reynolds has said she'll let the issue move through the courts rather than pushing for a vote. Abortion is currently banned 20 weeks into pregnancy. A stricter ban, which would kick in when cardiac activity can be detected, around six weeks, has been adopted but put on hold by a court.
PENNSYLVANIA
Pennsylvania has a similar process as Iowa with a similar amendment to find no constitutional right to abortion up for consideration. Lawmakers passed it in 2022. But Democrats have since taken control of the state House, making it unlikely to pass, which is required before it can go to a statewide referendum. Abortion is now legal in Pennsylvania up to 24 weeks of pregnancy.
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Man who bragged that he 'fed' an officer to the mob of Capitol rioters gets nearly 5 years in prison

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image from police body-worn camera video, contained and annotated in the Justice Department's sentencing memorandum for Jack Wade Whitton, shows Whitton at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, in Washington. Whitton, a Georgia business owner, has been sentenced to nearly five years in prison for striking an officer with a metal crutch and dragging him, head first and face down, into the crowd on the Capitol's Lower West Terrace during the riot at the Capitol. (Department of Justice via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A Georgia business owner who bragged that he "fed" a police officer to a mob of rioters storming the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, was sentenced on Thursday to nearly five years in prison for his repeated attacks on law enforcement during the insurrection.
Jack Wade Whitton struck an officer with a metal crutch and dragged him -- head first and face down -- into the crowd on the Capitol's Lower West Terrace. Whitton later boasted in a text message that he "fed him to the people." 
Roughly 20 minutes later, Whitton tried to pull a second officer into the crowd, prosecutors say. He also kicked at, threatened and threw a construction pylon at officers trying to hold off the mob of then-President Donald Trump's supporters.
"You're gonna die tonight!" he shouted at police after striking an officer's riot shield.
Whitton, of Locust Grove, Georgia, expressed remorse for his "horrible" actions on Jan. 6 before U.S. District Judge Rudolph Contreras sentenced him to four years and nine months in prison. The 33-year-old will get credit for the three years that he has been jailed since his arrest.

    


"I tell you with confidence: I have changed," Whitton told the judge.




Whitton, who pleaded guilty to an assault charge last year, told the judge that he has never been a "political person." 
"I've never been a troublemaker. I've always been a hard worker and a law-abiding citizen," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The judge said the videos of Whitton attacking police are "gruesome."
"You really were out of control," the judge told him.
Prosecutors recommended a prison sentence of eight years and one month for Whitton, who owned and operated his own fence building company before his April 2021 arrest.
"Whitton looked for opportunities to attack: In his three documented assaults, he was either a leader or a solitary actor," prosecutors wrote in a court filing.

    


Videos show that contemporaneous attacks on police by Whitton and a co-defendant, Justin Jersey, "ignited the rageful onslaught of violence that followed" on the Lower West Terrace, prosecutors said.
"As Whitton and Jersey commenced their assaults, the tenor of the crowd audibly changed," they wrote. "Other rioters surged towards the Archway and joined the attack, throwing objects at the officers and striking at them with makeshift weapons such as a hockey stick, a pieces of wood, a flagpole, and a police riot shield."
Whitton was among nine defendants charged in the same attack. Two co-defendants, Logan Barnhart and Jeffrey Sabol, helped Whitton drag an officer into the crowd before other rioters beat the officer with a flagpole and a stolen police baton.
That evening, Whitton texted somebody images of his bloodied hands.
"This is from a bad cop," he wrote. "Yea I fed him to the people. (I don't know) his status. And don't care (to be honest)."
Defense attorney Komron Jon Maknoon said Whitton traveled to Washington to support his girlfriend because she wanted to "witness an historic event" on Jan. 6, when Trump, a Republican, held a rally as Congress was about to certify his 2020 presidential election loss to Joe Biden, a Democrat.

    


"While his motives were not politically driven, he does possess a genuine love for his country and shares the desire for a free and fair election, much like any other citizen," Maknoon wrote.
The judge previously sentenced seven of Whitton's co-defendants to prison terms ranging from two years and six months to five years and 10 months.
More than 1,350 people have been charged with federal crimes related to the Capitol riot. Over 850 of them have been sentenced, with roughly two-thirds receiving a term of imprisonment ranging from a few days to 22 years.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Capitol insurrection at https://apnews.com/hub/capitol-siege.
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Student journalists are covering their own campuses in convulsion. Here's what they have to say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    On American campuses awash in anger this spring, student journalists are in the center of it all, sometimes uncomfortably so. (AP Video by Ted Shaffrey and Joseph B. Frederick)
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    [image: Staff members of the Columbia Daily Spectator, the college newspaper, work into the night as police cleared out demonstrators from Columbia University's campus, late Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in New York. Left to right; Isabella Ramirez, editor in chief; Esha Karam, managing editor; Yvin Shin, head copy editor; Emily Forgash, deputy news editor; and Shea Vance, university news editor. (AP Photo/Jake Offenhartz)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | Staff members of the Columbia Daily Spectator, the college newspaper, work into the night as police cleared out demonstrators from Columbia University's campus, late Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in New York. Left to right; Isabella Ramirez, editor in chief; Esha Karam, managing editor; Yvin Shin, head copy editor; Emily Forgash, deputy news editor; and Shea Vance, university news editor. (AP Photo/Jake Offenhartz)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 12
Staff members of the Columbia Daily Spectator, the college newspaper, work into the night as police cleared out demonstrators from Columbia University's campus, late Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in New York. Left to right; Isabella Ramirez, editor in chief; Esha Karam, managing editor; Yvin Shin, head copy editor; Emily Forgash, deputy news editor; and Shea Vance, university news editor. (AP Photo/Jake Offenhartz)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Student protesters camp near the entrance to Hamilton Hall on the campus of Columbia University, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in New York. Early Tuesday, dozens of protesters took over Hamilton Hall, locking arms and carrying furniture and metal barricades to the building. Columbia responded by restricting access to campus. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)]
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[image: Demonstrators clash at a pro-Palestinian encampment at UCLA early Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. Dueling groups of protesters have clashed at the University of California, Los Angeles, grappling in fistfights and shoving, kicking and using sticks to beat one another. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department raid the encampment by pro-Palestinian protesters at Columbia University on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in New York. The protesters had seized the administration building, known as Hamilton Hall, more than 20 hours earlier in a major escalation as demonstrations against the Israel-Hamas war spread on college campuses nationwide. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Police pepper spray pro-Palestinian protesters blocking police vehicles from leaving the University of Texas in Austin, Texas, Monday, April 29, 2024. (Aaron E. Martinez/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: UCLA professor Nick Shapiro speaks at a news conference on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: A man uses a megaphone to chant against the Israel-Hamas war at a protest site set up at the University of Texas at Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Richardson, Texas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: People gather to protest against the Israel-Hamas war at a plaza at the University of Texas at Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Richardson, Texas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department arrest Pro-Palestinian protesters at Columbia University, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in New York. The protesters had seized the administration building, known as Hamilton Hall, more than 20 hours earlier in a major escalation as demonstrations against the Israel-Hamas war spread on college campuses nationwide. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ordered by police to leave the scene of a UCLA campus protest after violence broke out, Catherine Hamilton and three colleagues from the Daily Bruin suddenly found themselves surrounded by demonstrators who beat, kicked and sprayed them with a noxious chemical.
On American campuses awash in anger this spring, student journalists are in the center of it all, sometimes uncomfortably so. They're immersed in the story in ways journalists for major media organizations often can't be. And they face dual challenges -- as members of the media and students at the institutions they are covering.

    
    As students around the country protest the Israel-Hamas war, student journalists are covering their peers in a moment of uncertainty. 
Here are some of the student publications referenced in this story:

	Columbia University's Daily Columbia Spectator
	Northeastern University's Huntington Daily News
	Ohio State University's The Lantern
	UCLA's Daily Bruin
	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill's Daily Tar Heel




    


Across the country from University of California, Los Angeles late Tuesday, a student-run radio station broadcast live as police cleared a building taken by protesters on the Columbia University campus, while other student journalists were confined to dorms and threatened with arrests.





    


Hamilton's attackers wore masks. But she recognized the voice of one as a counter-demonstrator sympathetic to Israel's cause because of prior reporting when some of them filmed her working and harassed her by name. She checked out of a hospital Wednesday after learning that injuries to her arms and chest were bruises.
"While it was terrifying and, honestly, will take a lot of mental processing, the experience confirmed for me the importance of student journalists because we know our campus better than any outside reporter would," said Hamilton, 21. "It has not deterred me from wanting to continue this coverage."
COVERAGE THAT IS UP CLOSE -- AND PERSONAL

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fear and anger were obvious in the voices of students narrating the action on Columbia's WKCR radio on Tuesday. The station's website briefly went down because so many people were listening to an audio stream, and its announcers recommended people tune in to FM radio instead.
Even though he wore a badge identifying him as a member of the press, police ordered Chris Mandell and other reporters for the Columbia Daily Spectator into a dormitory. When he tried to open the door, Mandell said he was told he'd be arrested if he did it again.

    


Mandell has been covering the demonstrations and the planning for months. While he considers it a learning experience, he said "it has been breaking my heart" to see the police presence on campus and how the story has been covered by outside journalists.
The Daily Spectator has been on the story every step of the way and hasn't hesitated to confront Columbia University's leadership in print. In an editorial late last month, the students sharply condemned university President Minouche Shafik and said administrators have been uncommunicative except for "ominous late-night emails."

    
    What to know about student protests

	What's happening: Student protests over the Israel-Hamas war have popped up at many college campuses following the arrest of demonstrators in April at Columbia University.
	Why: The students are protesting the war's death toll and are calling for universities to separate themselves from any companies that are advancing Israel's military efforts in Gaza.
	Now: See the latest updates on protests on college campuses across the U.S.
	On campus: As students around the country protest, student journalists are covering their peers in a moment of uncertainty.




    


"This is your legacy," the Spectator wrote -- "a president more focused on the brand of your university than the safety of your students and their demands for justice."
At campuses across the country, around-the-clock reporting from protests and student disciplinary hearings have meant overnight vigils at encampments blurring into morning classes, homework and final projects crammed in between interviews.

    


Student-run news websites at Yale and the University of Texas-Austin cover the action with innovative live blogs. The Daily Trojan's print editions have stopped for the semester at the University of Southern California, but Editor-in-Chief Anjali Patel tries to keep a reporter and photographer available at all hours to feed its website, post news on X and Instagram and do live streams. All during final exam season. 
"We are still students at the end of the day," Patel said.
The Columbia-based Pulitzer Prize Board, meeting this weekend to decide on its annual prizes, issued a statement on Thursday recognizing "the tireless efforts of student journalists across our nation's college campuses, who are covering protests and unrest in the face of great personal and academic risk."
At Columbia, whose journalism school is considered one of the country's finest, Dean Jelani Cobb wrote a memo Wednesday to the population of budding journalists who are his students: "You are a part of history now. Your perseverance during a confusing and challenging moment cannot be understated. You told the stories the global public deserved to hear. You helped the school to meet its mission."

    


LEARNING SKILLS OF THE PROFESSION IN REAL TIME

The protest movement has become a training ground for students grappling with complicated editorial decisions for some of the first times in their careers. They confront the awkwardness of reporting on their peers and the challenge not to get swept up in emotion.
"This is a moment in our campus' history," said Arianna Smith, editor-in-chief of The Lantern at Ohio State University. "Being able to contribute to its coverage is a privilege we don't take lightly. We're under a lot of pressure to get it right, to be accurate, so that's what we're striving to do."
Over three dozen Ohio State University students and demonstrators face misdemeanor charges after a Thursday night crackdown by the university on protests about investments in Israel.

    


Lantern staff members are having meetings about balancing the experiences of pro-Palestinian protesters and Jewish students or counter-protesters, Smith said. They debate whether to publish the names of students who face discipline, compare language choices to other news organizations and reflect on what viewpoints are missing from stories. Editors instruct reporters to keep opinions to themselves.
At the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill's newspaper, The Daily Tar Heel, student journalists are also making difficult decisions about anonymous sourcing. Managing Editor Liv Reilly said photographers are being mindful not to take photos that show faces of people who fear being arrested.
Josie Stewart, managing editor for content at Ohio State's Lantern, said she recognizes classmates on both sides of the protest. The newspaper's coverage is discussed in her classes, and friends are regularly asking her about it.
"It's definitely difficult," she said. "Every journalist has to balance ethical concerns, but it is more difficult when you're staring someone in the face in class."
Sometimes Reilly feels the instinct to say hello to classmates involved in the protest, but stops. She's worried about saying their names out loud if they fear being identified, and is mindful of the boundaries between classmate and reporter. She makes sure to identify herself as a reporter, but "people's demeanors sometimes change when you say you're with the media."
Annika Sunkara, social media editor for The Huntington News at Boston's Northeastern University, said it has been emotional talking to fellow students, some in tears, about their experiences with law enforcement. Around 100 people were arrested there Saturday morning when police broke up pro-Palestinian encampments on the campus.
But as national news outlets descend on campuses nationwide, student journalists say their connection to their campuses is their greatest asset. They've built relationships with student groups, faculty and administrators. They follow many of their peers, now turned protest leaders, on social media.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're the ones on the ground seeing what's happening with our own eyes," Stewart said. "We have a different level of access, of trust on our campus and of understanding."
Some universities, including UCLA, have also seen scattered protests and student organizing since October. The Daily Bruin has been there "at every step," Hamilton said, so the staff "understand the demands of the students, the different perspectives on campus, the stakeholders in a way other news outlets can't."
Wearing a Daily Tar Heel hoodie, Reilly watched national news reporters stand in front of cameras for live shots before heading home one recent evening. She sat down with water bottles and blankets, ready for a 14-hour shift.

    
        
            
                
    
    


     


    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is a monumental piece of history for my generation and my peers," she said. "And it's been hard to navigate, to make the right editorial calls, to stay as neutral as possible while also not causing harm to any community. But we are here and we're learning, and we're ready to keep covering."
___
Bauder reported from New York, Fernando from Chicago. AP journalists Jake Offenhartz and Mallika Sen contributed to this report. The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: Columbia Journalism School student Cecilia Blotto stands in front of Hamilton Hall on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in New York, where, hours earlier, New York police burst in to break up a demonstration by protesters who had occupied the building. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: Students with the Gaza solidarity encampment block the entrance of Hamilton Hall at Columbia University after taking over it on Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine called for mobilization close to midnight. Students have been occupying part of campus since calling for the university to divest from institutions that have ties to Israel. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Pro-Palestine student activists face off with New York Police Department officers during a raid on Columbia University's campus at the request of Columbia University President Minouche Shafik on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. NYPD officers, including those from the police department's Strategic Response Group, arrested approximately 100 people as they dismantled encampments and removed individuals occupying Hamilton Hall. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Columbia Journalism School student Cecilia Blotto speaks during an interview in front of Hamilton Hall on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in New York, where, hours earlier, New York police burst in to break up a demonstration by protesters who had occupied the building. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: Columbia Journalism School student Cecilia Blotto poses for a photo in front of Hamilton Hall on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in New York, where, hours earlier, New York police burst in to break up a demonstration by protesters who had occupied the building. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: Students with the Gaza Solidarity Encampment take over Hamilton Hall at Columbia University naming it Hind's Hall, on Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine called for mobilization close to midnight. Protesters named it Hind's Hall as an homage to Hind Rajab, who was found dead 12 days after she called for help in Gaza. Students have been occupying part of campus calling for the university to divest from institutions that have ties to Israel. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Students with the Gaza Solidarity Encampment break the doors to the entrance of Hamilton Hall at Columbia University after taking over it on Tuesday, April 30. Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine called for mobilization close to midnight. Students have been occupying part of campus since Wednesday, April 17, around 4 a.m. Calling for the university to divest from institutions that have ties to Israel. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Students in the "Gaza Solidarity Encampment" on Columbia University's West Lawn gather for a meeting on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024, in New York shortly before New York Police Department officers stormed the campus. Columbia University President Minouche Shafik authorized the NYPD to enter campus to dismantle encampments by Pro-Palestine students and to remove individuals occupying Hamilton Hall. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Pro Palestinian students lock arms, sing and chant as they braced for New York Police Department officers to raid campus after Columbia University President Minouche Shafik called on the NYPD to dismantle encampments and remove individuals from Hamilton Hall, Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Students try to prevent the Gaza Solidarity Encampment from taking over Hamilton Hall at Columbia University on Tuesday, April 30, in New York. Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine called for mobilization close to midnight before taking over the hall. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Pro Palestinian students lock arms, sing and chant as they braced for New York Police Department officers to raid campus after Columbia University President Minouche Shafik called on the NYPD to dismantle encampments and remove individuals from Hamilton Hall, Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department gather on Amsterdam Avenue during a raid of the encampment by pro-Palestinian protesters at Columbia University on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in New York. The protesters had seized the administration building, known as Hamilton Hall, more than 20 hours earlier in a major escalation as demonstrations against the Israel-Hamas war spread on college campuses nationwide. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Students with the Gaza solidarity encampment block the entrance of Hamilton Hall at Columbia University after taking over it on Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine called for mobilization close to midnight. Students have been occupying part of campus since calling for the university to divest from institutions that have ties to Israel. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Pro-Palestine student activists face off with New York Police Department officers during a raid on Columbia University's campus at the request of Columbia University President Minouche Shafik on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. NYPD officers, including those from the police department's Strategic Response Group, arrested approximately 100 people as they dismantled encampments and removed individuals occupying Hamilton Hall. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Columbia Journalism School student Cecilia Blotto speaks during an interview in front of Hamilton Hall on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in New York, where, hours earlier, New York police burst in to break up a demonstration by protesters who had occupied the building. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: Columbia Journalism School student Cecilia Blotto poses for a photo in front of Hamilton Hall on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in New York, where, hours earlier, New York police burst in to break up a demonstration by protesters who had occupied the building. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: Students with the Gaza Solidarity Encampment take over Hamilton Hall at Columbia University naming it Hind's Hall, on Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine called for mobilization close to midnight. Protesters named it Hind's Hall as an homage to Hind Rajab, who was found dead 12 days after she called for help in Gaza. Students have been occupying part of campus calling for the university to divest from institutions that have ties to Israel. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Students with the Gaza Solidarity Encampment break the doors to the entrance of Hamilton Hall at Columbia University after taking over it on Tuesday, April 30. Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine called for mobilization close to midnight. Students have been occupying part of campus since Wednesday, April 17, around 4 a.m. Calling for the university to divest from institutions that have ties to Israel. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Students in the "Gaza Solidarity Encampment" on Columbia University's West Lawn gather for a meeting on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024, in New York shortly before New York Police Department officers stormed the campus. Columbia University President Minouche Shafik authorized the NYPD to enter campus to dismantle encampments by Pro-Palestine students and to remove individuals occupying Hamilton Hall. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Pro Palestinian students lock arms, sing and chant as they braced for New York Police Department officers to raid campus after Columbia University President Minouche Shafik called on the NYPD to dismantle encampments and remove individuals from Hamilton Hall, Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Students try to prevent the Gaza Solidarity Encampment from taking over Hamilton Hall at Columbia University on Tuesday, April 30, in New York. Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine called for mobilization close to midnight before taking over the hall. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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[image: Pro Palestinian students lock arms, sing and chant as they braced for New York Police Department officers to raid campus after Columbia University President Minouche Shafik called on the NYPD to dismantle encampments and remove individuals from Hamilton Hall, Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department gather on Amsterdam Avenue during a raid of the encampment by pro-Palestinian protesters at Columbia University on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in New York. The protesters had seized the administration building, known as Hamilton Hall, more than 20 hours earlier in a major escalation as demonstrations against the Israel-Hamas war spread on college campuses nationwide. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)]
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                                        Student journalists on the Columbia University campus knew what was coming long before police with riot shields arrived to begin arresting the pro-Palestinian protesters.
They had watched the situation spiral as the protesters stood their ground, refusing to abandon Hamilton Hall and using a pulley system to bring supplies into the building they had occupied. 
The reporters, working for university and online U.S. and international publications, suspected negotiations with administrators were going nowhere when the protesters began donning COVID-era masks to hide their identities. Some began sleeping on the floor in journalism classrooms or offices out of fear of missing something.
But when a journalism professor began writing the phone number to call if they were arrested in permanent marker on their arms, that was the moment it became clear: They were capturing history.





    


The police operation Tuesday night that cleared out Hamilton Hall capped two weeks of drama over the protests at Columbia, which student journalists at the Ivy League school lived through as they were covering it.
Other media were being kept off campus, so these reporters were the only ones who could capture what was happening. 
"I just woke up and I was like, I'm going to go and take some pictures," said Seyma Bayram, a Columbia journalism fellow focused on creating a longform investigative podcast unrelated to the protests.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The encampments were a visual feast. There were musical performances, students reading and helping each other write papers for their classes. She wanted to document it all.
By Monday, students were facing suspension if they didn't leave. Crowds marched around the encampment chanting. Students were given written notices from the administration, warning them to go. They ripped them up, dumped them in trash bins. Rumors were flying.
That night, Bayram was unwilling to go home, sleeping on her office floor. 

    


"How," she wondered, "are they going to remove the students. They're not leaving."
By Tuesday, she was exhausted. The student reporters charged their cameras and other gear, and waited. 
Many protesters were starting to leave, recalled Shayeza Walid, a graduate journalism student at Columbia, who covered the arrests for the news website Al-Monitor.
The sun was setting as they held hands and chanted, knowing they faced academic repercussions by remaining. Many had given up covering their faces by now, Walid said. 
To her the chants sounded like a hymn and she saw the protesters, some clad in Palestinian keffiyehs, crying. She doubts she will ever forget it.
"It felt so both inspirational and devastating because these were the kids who were willing to get arrested," she recalled.
And then police started assembling outside, setting up barricades. Even on campus, Bayram could tell by the photos posted on social media that police action was imminent. And then the police were there.
"I don't know, it was just like all of a sudden there were just like police, ... riot gear everywhere," Bayram said. 

    


The student journalists were walking backward, filming as they went, Bayram said.
She was pushed off campus. Police buses and officers were everywhere. Around her, people were being arrested.
"Those of us who are pushed out, like student reporters and faculty, I think we were just all horrified that no press was present outside of, or inside of, Hamilton Hall," Bayram said.
Walid recalled that the reporters paired up for safety. Her partner, an international student, had never seen so many police in one place. "And frankly, I hadn't either," Walid said.
She said the police also seemed shocked when they came into campus and saw how few students were left. "It was very evidently disproportionate from where we were standing," she said.
Before the arrests, protesters inside the campus used a megaphone to lead those protesting outside in chants, recalled Cecilia Blotto, a graduate journalism student, who has been publishing photos and video to Uptown Radio, a project of the university's journalism program.

    


"Columbia, you are a liar," she recalled them chanting, along with "Disclose, divest! We will not stop, we will not rest."
Then Blotto saw a police buses pull up, officers exiting with shields and zip ties. Then they played a recording saying that if the protesters didn't disperse they would be arrested. 
"People were like being dragged out on the street, with like four cops holding a leg and an arm each. I saw some really, like, striking images of people, like, yelling shame at the cops, while they were dragging out students," Blotto said. She tried to film it all.
Emily Byrski, a graduate student who had a phone number written on her arm in case she was arrested, said the students weren't totally unprepared. There had been a training session.
Still, she said, there had been so many false alerts.

    


"It's like the boy who cried wolf. Like, there were two or three nights here where we were told, there was a rumor going around that the NYPD was coming, please come to campus," she recalled.
Byrski had knee surgery earlier in the year, so was unable to run as police descended. She limped along with her buddy.
"So we're sort of seeing this all happen from inside and trying to document it as the NYPD is grabbing people, like shoving them to the ground. It was pretty horrifying to see, like, right a foot away from me," Byrski said.
She said she has seen professors cry over the last week. She is pondering it all, uncertain what to make of it. 
"I'm just sort of in shock," Byrski said. "I think we all kind of were in shock."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinian-campus-student-protests-war-beb2c274c0960eee48c82485ca9b3f96



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Death toll jumps to at least 48 as a search continues in southern China highway collapse
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    [image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial drone photo taken on May 2, 2024 shows rescuers and excavators working at the site of a highway section that collapsed on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Wang Ruiping/Xinhua via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial drone photo taken on May 2, 2024 shows rescuers and excavators working at the site of a highway section that collapsed on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Wang Ruiping/Xinhua via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, a firefighter sprays water on the remains of a car in the aftermath of the collapse of a highway section on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Xinhua via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, a firefighter sprays water on the remains of a car in the aftermath of the collapse of a highway section on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Xinhua via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, rescuers work at the site of a highway section that collapsed on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Wang Ruiping/Xinhua via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, rescuers work at the site of a highway section that collapsed on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Wang Ruiping/Xinhua via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers working at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China, sending cars tumbling and leaving more than a dozen of people dead, according to state media. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers working at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China, sending cars tumbling and leaving more than a dozen of people dead, according to state media. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers work at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China leaving more than a dozen of people dead, local officials said, after the area had experienced heavy rain in recent days. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers work at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China leaving more than a dozen of people dead, local officials said, after the area had experienced heavy rain in recent days. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)
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        Death toll jumps to at least 48 as a search continues in southern China highway collapse

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial drone photo taken on May 2, 2024 shows rescuers and excavators working at the site of a highway section that collapsed on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Wang Ruiping/Xinhua via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, a firefighter sprays water on the remains of a car in the aftermath of the collapse of a highway section on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Xinhua via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, a firefighter sprays water on the remains of a car in the aftermath of the collapse of a highway section on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Xinhua via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5
In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, a firefighter sprays water on the remains of a car in the aftermath of the collapse of a highway section on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Xinhua via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, rescuers work at the site of a highway section that collapsed on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Wang Ruiping/Xinhua via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, rescuers work at the site of a highway section that collapsed on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Wang Ruiping/Xinhua via AP)
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In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, rescuers work at the site of a highway section that collapsed on the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The death toll has climbed as search efforts continue in southern China after a highway section collapsed in a mountainous area, sending more a dozen cars down a steep slope. (Wang Ruiping/Xinhua via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers working at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China, sending cars tumbling and leaving more than a dozen of people dead, according to state media. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers working at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China, sending cars tumbling and leaving more than a dozen of people dead, according to state media. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers working at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China, sending cars tumbling and leaving more than a dozen of people dead, according to state media. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers work at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China leaving more than a dozen of people dead, local officials said, after the area had experienced heavy rain in recent days. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)]
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In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers work at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China leaving more than a dozen of people dead, local officials said, after the area had experienced heavy rain in recent days. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- The death toll from a collapsed highway in southeastern China climbed to 48 on Thursday as searchers dug for a second day through a treacherous and mountainous area.
One side of the four-lane highway in the city of Meizhou gave way about 2 a.m. on Wednesday after a month of heavy rains in Guangdong province. Twenty-three vehicles fell down a steep slope, some sending up flames as they caught fire. Construction cranes were used to lift out the burnt-out and mutilated vehicles.
Officials in Meizhou said three other people were unidentified, pending DNA testing. It wasn't immediately clear if they had died, which would bring the death toll to 51. Another 30 people had non-life-threatening injuries.
The search was still ongoing, Meizhou city Mayor Wang Hui said at a late-afternoon news conference. No foreigners have been found among the victims, he said.

    


Search work has been hampered by rain and land and gravel sliding down the slope. The disaster left a curving earth-colored gash in the otherwise verdant forest landscape. Excavators dug out a wider area on the slope.
"Because some of the vehicles involved caught fire, the difficulty of the rescue operation has increased," said Wen Yongdeng, the Communist Party secretary for the Meizhou emergency management bureau.
"Most of the vehicles were buried in soil during the collapse, with a large volume of soil covering them," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He added that the prolonged heavy rainfall has saturated soil in the area, "making it prone to secondary disasters during the rescue process."
Over 56 centimeters (22 inches) of rain has fallen in the past four weeks in the county where the roadway collapsed, more than four times as much as last year. Some villages in Meizhou flooded in early April, and the city has seen more rain in recent days.
Parts of Guangdong province have seen record rains and flooding in the past two weeks, as well as hail. A tornado killed five people in Guangzhou, the provincial capital, during rain and hail storms last weekend. 

    


The highway section collapsed on the first day of a five-day May Day holiday, when many Chinese are traveling at home and abroad.
Chinese leader Xi Jinping said that all of China's regions should improve their monitoring and early warning measures and investigate any risks to ensure the safety of the public and social stability, state broadcaster CCTV said.
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Drone footage shows devastation in Ukraine's strategic eastern city of Chasiv Yar as Russians near

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Months of relentless Russian artillery pounding have devastated the strategic city of Chasiv Yar in eastern Ukraine, new drone footage obtained by The Associated Press has shown, with barely a building left intact, homes and municipal offices charred, and a town that once had a population of 12,000 now left deserted.
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            Drone footage shows devastation in strategic Ukrainian city of Chasiv Yar

        
        
            Months of relentless Russian artillery pounding have devastated the strategic city of Chasiv Yar in eastern Ukraine, new drone footage obtained by The Associated Press has shown, with barely a building left intact, homes and municipal offices charred, and a town that once had a population of 12,000 now left deserted.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Drone footage shows devastation in strategic Ukrainian city of Chasiv Yar
Months of relentless Russian artillery pounding have devastated the strategic city of Chasiv Yar in eastern Ukraine, new drone footage obtained by The Associated Press has shown, with barely a building left intact, homes and municipal offices charred, and a town that once had a population of 12,000 now left deserted.
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            Firefighters tackle blazes after Russian ballistic missile strike on Odesa, Ukraine

        
        
            Fourteen people were injured after a Russian ballistic missile slammed into the Ukrainian city of Odesa late Wednesday, the State Emergency Service reported. Videos shared by the Emergency Service showed huge plumes of smoke rising skywards at the site.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Firefighters tackle blazes after Russian ballistic missile strike on Odesa, Ukraine
Fourteen people were injured after a Russian ballistic missile slammed into the Ukrainian city of Odesa late Wednesday, the State Emergency Service reported. Videos shared by the Emergency Service showed huge plumes of smoke rising skywards at the site.
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    [image: This photo taken from a drone video provided by Ukraine Patrol Police, shows devastation in Chasiv Yar, an eastern Ukrainian city Russia is assaulting, Ukraine, Monday, April 29, 2024. The footage shows the community of Chasiv Yar - which is set amid green fields and woodland - reduced to a skeletal ghost town with few residents left. The apocalyptic scene is reminiscent of the cities of Bakhmut and Avdiivka, which Ukraine yielded after months of bombardment and huge losses for the Kremlin's forces. (Ukraine Patrol Police via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services personnel work to extinguish a fire following a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency service personnel try to extinguish a fire following a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Months of relentless Russian artillery pounding have devastated a strategic city in eastern Ukraine, new drone footage obtained by The Associated Press shows, with barely a building left intact, homes and municipal offices charred and a town that once had a population of 12,000 now all but deserted.
The footage shows Chasiv Yar -- set amid green fields and woodland -- pounded into an apocalyptic vista. The destruction is reminiscent of the cities of Bakhmut and Avdiivka, which Ukraine yielded after months of bombardment and huge losses for both sides.
The strategically important city has been under attack by Russian forces for months. Capturing it would give Russia control of a hilltop from which it can attack other cities that form the backbone of Ukraine's eastern defenses.
That would set the stage for a potentially broader Russian offensive that Ukrainian officials say could come as early as this month.

    


Russia launched waves of assaults on foot and in armored vehicles at Chasiv Yar's outnumbered Ukrainian troops, who have run desperately short of ammunition while waiting for the U.S. and other allies to send fresh supplies.




Rows of mid-rise apartment blocks in Chasiv Yar have been blackened by blasts, punched through with holes or reduced to piles of timber and masonry. Houses and civic buildings are heavily damaged. The golden dome of a church remains intact but the building appears badly damaged.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

No soldiers or civilians were seen in the footage shot Monday and exclusively obtained by the AP, apart from a lone man walking down the middle of a road between wrecked structures.
Regional Gov. Vadym Filashkin said Wednesday on Ukrainian TV that 682 residents have held on in Chasiv Yar, living in "very difficult conditions." The city had a pre-war population of over 12,500. Filashkin said that those remaining have lacked running water and power for over a year, and that it is "ever more difficult" for humanitarian aid to reach them. 

    


The destruction underscores Russia's scorched-earth tactics throughout more than two years of war, as its troops have killed and displaced thousands of civilians.
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg acknowledged Monday that the delayed delivery of allies' military aid to Ukraine had left the country at the mercy of the Kremlin's bigger and better-equipped forces.
Ukraine and its Western partners are racing to deploy critical new military aid that can help check the slow but steady Russian advance as well as thwart drone and missile attacks.
Elsewhere, Ukrainian authorities reported that two civilians died and at least nine others, included an 11-year-old boy, were wounded Wednesday after Russian aerial guided bombs pummeled a village in the northeastern Kharkiv region.
According to Gov. Oleh Syniehubov, a 64-year-old man and 38-year-old woman - both locals - were killed after one of the bombs detonated near their car in Zolochiv, some 20 kilometers (12 miles) from the border with Russia.
In the southern Black Sea port of Odesa, at least 13 people were injured after a Russian ballistic missile slammed into the city late Wednesday, regional Gov. Oleh Kiper said in a Telegram update. He did not say what had been hit, but reported the blast had sparked a major fire.

    


Videos circulating on social media showed huge plumes of smoke rising skywards at the site. Nova Poshta, a large Ukrainian postal and courier company, said in a Facebook post Wednesday that one of its sorting depots had been struck, but claimed no employees were among those hurt. 
Odesa has been a frequent target for Russian firepower, with eight civilians killed by Russian missiles in the city over the past two days. 
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-chasiv-yar-drone-footage-5e4787a1e914d49028a464aa8afb0238
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Georgian lawmakers move closer to passing 'Russian law' targeting the media. Protesters gather again

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police in Georgia's capital have used tear gas and water cannons to disperse protesters who rallied outside the country's parliament to protest a bill that would require media and non-commercial organizations to register as being under foreign influence if they get over 20% of their funding from abroad.
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            Georgian police use water cannons to try to disperse Tbilisi protest crowd

        
        
            Thousands continued to protest late Wednesday evening in the Georgian capital of Tbilisi as the country's Parliament moved closer to adopting a controversial law that critics fear will stifle media freedom and endanger the country's European Union membership bid.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Georgian police use water cannons to try to disperse Tbilisi protest crowd
Thousands continued to protest late Wednesday evening in the Georgian capital of Tbilisi as the country's Parliament moved closer to adopting a controversial law that critics fear will stifle media freedom and endanger the country's European Union membership bid.
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            Georgian police deploy tear gas as mass protests over 'Russian law' continue in Tbilisi

        
        
            Protesters took to the streets of Tbilisi on Wednesday evening as Georgia's Parliament moved a step closer to passing a law that critics fear will stifle media freedom and endanger the country's European Union membership bid.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Georgian police deploy tear gas as mass protests over 'Russian law' continue in Tbilisi
Protesters took to the streets of Tbilisi on Wednesday evening as Georgia's Parliament moved a step closer to passing a law that critics fear will stifle media freedom and endanger the country's European Union membership bid.



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    18
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Police face demonstrators during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 18 | Police face demonstrators during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Riot police use a water cannon during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Police use tear gas against demonstrators during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Demonstrators blocked by the police wave a EU flag during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 18 | Demonstrators blocked by the police wave a EU flag during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators blocked by the police wave a EU flag during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators argue with police that blocked them during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 18 | Demonstrators argue with police that blocked them during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators argue with police that blocked them during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators sit in front of police line during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday, April 30, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 18 | Demonstrators sit in front of police line during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday, April 30, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators sit in front of police line during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday, April 30, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Riot police detain a demonstrator during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 18 | Riot police detain a demonstrator during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Riot police detain a demonstrator during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators scuffle with riot police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 18 | Demonstrators scuffle with riot police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators scuffle with riot police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Riot policemen stand ready to fire gas grenade during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 18 | Riot policemen stand ready to fire gas grenade during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Riot policemen stand ready to fire gas grenade during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Police use water cannons and tear gas against demonstrators during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 18 | Police use water cannons and tear gas against demonstrators during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Police use water cannons and tear gas against demonstrators during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: A demonstrator stands with a EU flag in front of police block during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | A demonstrator stands with a EU flag in front of police block during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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A demonstrator stands with a EU flag in front of police block during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: A woman shows a heart standing in front of riot police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | A woman shows a heart standing in front of riot police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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A woman shows a heart standing in front of riot police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Clashes erupted between police and opposition demonstrators protesting a new bill intended to track foreign influence that the opposition denounced as Russia-inspired. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators wave Georgian national flag during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | Demonstrators wave Georgian national flag during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators wave Georgian national flag during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: A demonstrator gestures while arguing with the police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 18 | A demonstrator gestures while arguing with the police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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A demonstrator gestures while arguing with the police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators wave a Georgian national flag standing in front of police block during an opposition protest against a bill near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | Demonstrators wave a Georgian national flag standing in front of police block during an opposition protest against a bill near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators wave a Georgian national flag standing in front of police block during an opposition protest against a bill near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators build a barricade during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | Demonstrators build a barricade during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators build a barricade during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators gather during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | Demonstrators gather during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators gather during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: A demonstrator runs as police use tear gas during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | A demonstrator runs as police use tear gas during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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A demonstrator runs as police use tear gas during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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                                        TBILISI, Georgia (AP) -- Georgia's Parliament moved a step closer Wednesday to passing a law that critics fear will stifle media freedom and endanger the country's European Union membership bid, as police used water cannons, tear gas and pepper spray against the tens of thousands of protesters who thronged surrounding streets. 
Dozens of people were arrested the night before, and mass rallies have continued daily in the capital, Tbilisi. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because neighboring Russia uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin.
The law would require media and noncommercial organizations to register as "pursuing the interests of a foreign power," if they receive more than 20% of funding from abroad. The ruling Georgian Dream party withdrew a similar proposal last year after large crowds protested.

    


Eighty-three of Georgia's 150 lawmakers approved the bill in its second reading, while 23 voted against it. A third and final vote in Parliament is needed before it can be signed into law. Georgian lawmaker Irakli Kobakhidze told reporters on Wednesday that he expected that final vote to happen in mid-May. 




Russia-Georgia relations have been complicated and turbulent since the Soviet Union's collapse in the early 1990s. The two countries fought a short war in 2008 that ended with Georgia losing control of two Russia-friendly separatist regions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the aftermath, Tbilisi severed diplomatic ties with Moscow, and the issue of the regions' status remains a key irritant, even as relations have somewhat improved.
Georgia joined international resolutions condemning Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, but it also became a main destination for Russians fleeing military mobilization and political crackdowns. Even Georgia's ruling party has seen internal tensions over its neighbor.

    


The Interior Ministry said that 63 people were detained following Tuesday's protest. 
Georgian television showed Levan Khabeishvili, chairman of the pro-West United National Movement party, arriving in Parliament on Wednesday morning with bandages on his nose and forehead. Members of Khabeishvili's party said that he had been assaulted by police during the protests.
Purple bruising and cuts were visible around Khabeishvili's left eye as he urged fellow lawmakers to scrap the bill.
"If you are not interested in how the leader of the main opposition party has been beaten up, then -- for the sake of those young people who were injured, who were hit on the heads and bruised -- I want to ask you once more, even though I do not have any hope, withdraw this law," he said.
Deputy Interior Minister Aleksandre Darakhvelidze alleged at a briefing Wednesday that Khabeishvili broke through a police cordon the night before and was injured while he "resisted." Darakhvelidze alleged that protesters and opposition leaders were "constantly committing violence." Police broke up the protest after demonstrators tried to block entrances to Parliament.

    


As protesters gathered once more Wednesday, opposition lawmaker Beqa Liluashvili published a live video from the Parliament chamber showing lawmakers shouting and physically confronting each other. One threw a stack of papers at opponents. Others restrained colleagues.
Opposition lawmaker Helene Khoshtaria accused the ruling party of trying to "drag Georgia into Russian influence" and "close off its European future."
Speaking to The Associated Press outside Parliament, she described authorities' response to the rallies as "extremely authoritarian" but said it would not dissuade the protesters.
"We do not want the Soviet regime that our parents have experienced," one protester, Kato Salukvadze, told the AP late Tuesday. "I think that everyone should be in the streets and say no to the Russian law and yes to Europe."
Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili, increasingly at odds with the governing party, has criticized the bill and vowed to veto it if it is passed by Parliament. But the governing party can overrule the veto and ask the parliamentary speaker to sign the bill into law. 

    


At a media briefing Wednesday, Kobakhidze spoke openly of Georgian Dream's intention to do so, and defended Tbilisi's forceful response to the protests. 
"There will be demonstrations today, during the third reading, during the overriding of the veto. (When the law passes), there will be a few days of discomfort. However, in the long term, we will insure the country against polarization and radicalism for years," Kobakhidze told reporters.
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said Wednesday on X, formerly Twitter, that Tbilisi's use of force against the demonstrators was "unacceptable."
"Georgia is an EU candidate country, I call on its authorities to ensure the right to peaceful assembly," he said.

    


The EU's foreign policy arm earlier this month also criticized Georgian Dream's decision to reintroduce the law, which it said "raises serious concerns" around media freedom in the country -- something it called "crucial for the EU accession process."
"Transparency should not be used as an instrument to limit civil society's capacity to operate freely," the EU External Action Service said in a statement posted to its website on Apr. 4. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/georgia-media-legislation-foreign-influence-protest-tbilisi-0136e0b01eb73c44a43bd0fe6c4ef447
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Pro-Palestinian banners. Blazing Olympic rings. Workers' May Day rallies confront turbulent times

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police used tear gas to disperse some protesters during the May Day march in Paris on Wednesday. Thousands of protesters marched through the French capital, seeking better pay and working conditions.
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            Workers and activists across Latin America rally in pro and anti-government rallies on May Day

        
        
            Tensions and pro and anti-governmental demonstrations overshadowed annual May Day gatherings across Latin America on Wednesday. (AP video: Juan Arraez, Cristian Kovadloff, Cesar Olmos, Marko Alvarez, Osvaldo Angulo, Milexsy Duran) (Production by Rosa Ramirez)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Workers and activists across Latin America rally in pro and anti-government rallies on May Day
Tensions and pro and anti-governmental demonstrations overshadowed annual May Day gatherings across Latin America on Wednesday. (AP video: Juan Arraez, Cristian Kovadloff, Cesar Olmos, Marko Alvarez, Osvaldo Angulo, Milexsy Duran) (Production by Rosa Ramirez)
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            Chilean police use water cannons to disperse May Day march protesters

        
        
            Workers and activists marked May Day in Santiago on Wednesday with a largely peaceful demonstration, while some clashes between police and protesters broke out in other areas of the capital. (AP video shot by Alexandre Plaza)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Chilean police use water cannons to disperse May Day march protesters
Workers and activists marked May Day in Santiago on Wednesday with a largely peaceful demonstration, while some clashes between police and protesters broke out in other areas of the capital. (AP video shot by Alexandre Plaza)
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            Paris police use tear gas to disperse protesters during May Day march

        
        
            Police used tear gas to disperse some protesters during the May Day march in Paris on Wednesday. Thousands of protesters marched through the French capital, seeking better pay and working conditions.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Paris police use tear gas to disperse protesters during May Day march
Police used tear gas to disperse some protesters during the May Day march in Paris on Wednesday. Thousands of protesters marched through the French capital, seeking better pay and working conditions.
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            Protest group concerned about Paris 2024 Olympics impact rally outside French Interior Ministry

        
        
            Protesters concerned about the impact of the Paris 2024 Olympics rallied outside the French Interior Ministry offices the capital on Wednesday evening. (AP video: Nicolas Garriga)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Protest group concerned about Paris 2024 Olympics impact rally outside French Interior Ministry
Protesters concerned about the impact of the Paris 2024 Olympics rallied outside the French Interior Ministry offices the capital on Wednesday evening. (AP video: Nicolas Garriga)
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            Clashes at May Day protest in Istanbul

        
        
            Police in Istanbul detained dozens of people who tried to reach the central Taksim Square in defiance of a government ban on marking Labour Day at the landmark location on Wednesday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Clashes at May Day protest in Istanbul
Police in Istanbul detained dozens of people who tried to reach the central Taksim Square in defiance of a government ban on marking Labour Day at the landmark location on Wednesday.



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    20
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Supporters of the Lebanese Communist party take a selfie, as they march during a demonstration to mark International Labor Day or May Day, in Beirut, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Despite the tense situation and ongoing clashes on Lebanon's border with Israel over the past seven months, hundreds of protesters marched through Beirut's streets to mark International Workers' Day. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 20 | Supporters of the Lebanese Communist party take a selfie, as they march during a demonstration to mark International Labor Day or May Day, in Beirut, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Despite the tense situation and ongoing clashes on Lebanon's border with Israel over the past seven months, hundreds of protesters marched through Beirut's streets to mark International Workers' Day. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Union members clash with Turkish anti riot police officers as they march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul used tear gas and fired rubber bullets to disperse thousands of people attempting to break through a barricade and reach the city's main city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 20 | Union members clash with Turkish anti riot police officers as they march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul used tear gas and fired rubber bullets to disperse thousands of people attempting to break through a barricade and reach the city's main city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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Union members clash with Turkish anti riot police officers as they march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul used tear gas and fired rubber bullets to disperse thousands of people attempting to break through a barricade and reach the city's main city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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[image: Protesters burn olympic rings on the pavement near a Palestinian flag during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)]
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Protesters burn olympic rings on the pavement near a Palestinian flag during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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[image: Protesters hold flares as they march on International Workers' Day in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Basualdo)]
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Protesters hold flares as they march on International Workers' Day in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Basualdo)
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[image: A woman attends the International Workers' Day march in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)]
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A woman attends the International Workers' Day march in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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[image: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, centre, attends a May Day rally in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May, 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]
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[image: Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions gather to attend a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Members of National People's Power, a political alliance, carry placards at a Labour Day rally in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)]
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Members of National People's Power, a political alliance, carry placards at a Labour Day rally in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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[image: Demonstrators raise their fists as they take part in a May Day rally in Madrid, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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Demonstrators raise their fists as they take part in a May Day rally in Madrid, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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[image: Supporters of a left-wing party march, to mark the Labor Day holiday in support of workers' rights, in Warsaw, Poland, on May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 20 | Supporters of a left-wing party march, to mark the Labor Day holiday in support of workers' rights, in Warsaw, Poland, on May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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Supporters of a left-wing party march, to mark the Labor Day holiday in support of workers' rights, in Warsaw, Poland, on May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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[image: Protesters chant slogans outside the Greek Parliament during a May Day rally in Athens , on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Palestinian and pro-Palestinian protesters joined the rallies, one group chanting "Victory to the Intifada" as they carried a giant Palestinian flag past parliament. Others displayed banners in support of protesting students in the United States. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Union members clash with Turkish anti riot police officers as they march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul used tear gas and fired rubber bullets to disperse thousands of people attempting to break through a barricade and reach the city's main city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)]
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[image: Workers march during a May Day rally in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of workers urged the government to raise minimum wages and improve working condition. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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Workers march during a May Day rally in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of workers urged the government to raise minimum wages and improve working condition. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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[image: A man carries a poster during a protest to mark International Labor Day near the presidential palace in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)]
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[image: A woman buys a hamburger on the sidelines of an International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 20 | A woman buys a hamburger on the sidelines of an International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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A woman buys a hamburger on the sidelines of an International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: Participants march after a May Day rally in Tokyo, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 20 | Participants march after a May Day rally in Tokyo, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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Participants march after a May Day rally in Tokyo, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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[image: Taiwanese workers hold slogans reading "Congress amended the law to support workers' rights" and ''The regime has no honeymoon'' during a May Day rally in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of protesters from different labor groups protest on the street to ask for labor rights and interests. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 20 | Taiwanese workers hold slogans reading "Congress amended the law to support workers' rights" and ''The regime has no honeymoon'' during a May Day rally in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of protesters from different labor groups protest on the street to ask for labor rights and interests. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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Taiwanese workers hold slogans reading "Congress amended the law to support workers' rights" and ''The regime has no honeymoon'' during a May Day rally in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of protesters from different labor groups protest on the street to ask for labor rights and interests. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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[image: Demonstrators participate on a May Day march, in Nuremberg, Germany, May 1, 2024. (Daniel Vogl/dpa via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 20 | Demonstrators participate on a May Day march, in Nuremberg, Germany, May 1, 2024. (Daniel Vogl/dpa via AP)
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Demonstrators participate on a May Day march, in Nuremberg, Germany, May 1, 2024. (Daniel Vogl/dpa via AP)
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[image: A person waves a Cuban flag during a gathering marking International Workers' Day at Jose Marti Anti-Imperialist Square in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 20 | A person waves a Cuban flag during a gathering marking International Workers' Day at Jose Marti Anti-Imperialist Square in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)
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A person waves a Cuban flag during a gathering marking International Workers' Day at Jose Marti Anti-Imperialist Square in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)
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[image: Members of National Trade Union Federation Pakistan take part in a May Day rally, marking International Labour Day in Karachi, Pakistan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Participants of the rally demand implementation of labor laws and increase in their wages. (AP Photo/Ikram Suri)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 20 | Members of National Trade Union Federation Pakistan take part in a May Day rally, marking International Labour Day in Karachi, Pakistan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Participants of the rally demand implementation of labor laws and increase in their wages. (AP Photo/Ikram Suri)
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Members of National Trade Union Federation Pakistan take part in a May Day rally, marking International Labour Day in Karachi, Pakistan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Participants of the rally demand implementation of labor laws and increase in their wages. (AP Photo/Ikram Suri)
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                                        ISTANBUL (AP) -- Workers and activists around the world marked May Day with largely peaceful protests Wednesday over rising prices, low wages and calls for greater labor rights. Pro- Palestinian sentiments were also on display.
Police in Istanbul used tear gas and fired rubber bullets to disperse thousands of people who tried to break through a barricade and reach the main Taksim square in defiance of a ban. Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya said at least 210 people were detained.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's government has long declared Taksim off-limits for demonstrations on security grounds. In 1977, unidentified gunmen opened fire on a May Day celebration there, causing a stampede and killing 34 people. On Wednesday, a small group of trade union representatives lay a wreath at a monument to victims.
May Day, which falls on May 1, is observed to celebrate workers' rights. It's also an opportunity to air economic grievances or political demands. "Tax the rich," one banner in Germany read. "Don't touch the eight-hour workday!" another read in Sri Lanka.

    


In Paris, police fired tear gas as thousands of protesters marched through the French capital, seeking better pay and working conditions. Police said 12 officers were hospitalized after a homemade explosive was set off on the sidelines of the march and at least 45 people were detained after instances of scattered violence

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A group of protesters set makeshift Olympic rings on fire to show discontent with the Summer Games that start in less than three months. France's unions have warned of a strike during the Games if the government does not adequately compensate people forced to work during summer holidays.
Pro-Palestinian groups joined the Paris rally, chanting slogans in support for people in Gaza. There were similar scenes in other parts of the world. In Greece, pro-Palestinian protesters joined May Day rallies, waving a giant Palestinian flag as they marched past the Greek parliament. Others displayed banners in support of pro-Palestinian protesting students in the United States.

    


"We want to express our solidarity with students in the United States, who are facing great repression of their rights and their just demands," said Nikos Mavrokefalos at the march. "We want to send a message that workers say no to exploitation, no to poverty, no to high prices," he added.
Several thousand protesters joined the Athens marches as labor strikes disrupted public transport across Greece. The largest union demands a return to collective bargaining after labor rights were scrapped during the 2010-18 financial crisis.
In the German capital, around 11,600 people marched through the immigrant neighborhoods of Kreuzberg and Neukoelln, waving Palestinian flags and holding banners that read "No weapons for Israel" or "Free Palestine," German news agency dpa reported.
Throughout Latin America, workers marched to protest austerity measures and demand higher wages. In Argentina, unions galvanized crowds to vent their rage over libertarian President Javier Milei's economic policies, which they say benefit the wealthy while inflicting pain on the poor and middle class.

    


"Paying rent is difficult, buying rice is difficult, everything under this guy (Milei) is difficult," said 40-year-old garbage collector Leandro Rosas, trailing protesters down the street with a broom because this May Day, he said he couldn't even surrender a shift's pay.
Meanwhile, Bolivian President Luis Arce joined the workers' march and decreed a 5.8% increase in the national minimum wage, a bid to mobilize support as a worsening economic crisis raises the specter of social unrest. The thousands-strong protests in Santiago, Chile, turned violent in some areas as security forces unleashed water cannons and tear gas on corwds, drenching and dispersing protesters who vandalized shops and government buildings.
In Brazil, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva ratified a law that extends income tax exemptions to those earning up to two minimum wages per month, or about $544.

    


"In our country there will be no tax breaks to favor the richest, but to favor those who work and live off their wages," Lula told a crowd sweltering in the sun at a soccer stadium in Sao Paulo.
In Nigeria, where inflation is the highest in 28 years, at over 33%, unions demanded bigger salary increases. In South Africa, pro-Palestinian demonstrators joined May Day events and in Kenya, President William Ruto called for an increase in the country's minimum wage.
In Lebanon, pro-Palestinian marchers mingled with workers demanding an end to a miserable economic crisis. "Politicians do not feel the pain of the worker or the economic conditions," said one demonstrator, Abed Tabbaa. In Iraq, protesters demanded better wages, the reopening of closed factories and the end to privatization of certain businesses.

    


Tens of thousands Sri Lankans paraded through the capital as the country struggles through its worst economic crisis, two years after declaring bankruptcy. Discontent has grown over efforts to increase revenue by raising the price of electricity and imposing taxes on professionals and small businesses.
In South Korea's capital, thousands of protesters shouted pro-labor slogans at a rally that organizers said was meant to step up criticism of what they call anti-labor policies pursued by President Yoon Suk Yeol's conservative government.
"In the past two years under the Yoon Suk Yeol government, the lives of our laborers have plunged into despair," Yang Kyung-soo, leader of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions, said in a speech. Union members criticized Yoon's recent veto of a bill aimed at limiting companies' rights to seek compensation for damages caused by union strikes.
In Japan, more than 10,000 people gathered in Tokyo, demanding salary increases to set off price increases. 
Indonesian workers demanded protections for migrant workers abroad and a minimum wage raise. They gathered amid a tight police presence, chanting slogans against the new Job Creation Law and loosened outsourcing rules.
In the Philippines, hundreds of workers and left-wing activists marched to demand wage increases and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. Riot police stopped them from getting close to the presidential palace.
___
Turnbull reported from Paris and Kim from Seoul. Associated Press journalists around the world contributed.
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    [image: FILE- Women queue up to cast their vote during the second phase of polling in the six-week long national election in Barmer district, western Rajasthan state, India, April 26, 2024. Misinformation about India's election is surging online as the world's most populous country votes. The country has a huge online ecosystem, with the largest number of WhatsApp and YouTube users in the world. Nearly 1 billion people are eligible to vote in the multiphase election that ends next month.(AP Photo/Deepak Sharma, File)]
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[image: FILE- An Indian laborer at a building construction site watches election trends on a mobile phone in Gauhati, India, May 23, 2019. Misinformation about India's election is surging online as the world's most populous country votes. The country has a huge online ecosystem, with the largest number of WhatsApp and YouTube users in the world. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath, File)]
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[image: FILE- Mobile phone covers showing various political parties symbol are displayed at a wholesale shop in Mumbai, India, April 9, 2019. Misinformation about India's election is surging online as the world's most populous country votes. The country has a huge online ecosystem, with the largest number of WhatsApp and YouTube users in the world.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade, File)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- Bollywood stars seldom weigh in on politics, so videos showing two celebrities criticizing Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi -- and endorsing his main opposition, the Congress party -- were bound to go viral.
But the clips of A-list actors Aamir Khan and Ranveer Singh were fake, AI-generated videos that were yet another example of the false or misleading claims swirling online with the goal of influencing India's election. Both actors filed complaints with police but such actions do little to stanch the flow of such misinformation. 

    
    Experts warn AI deepfakes will aim to mislead voters and undermine elections around the world
Here's how governments and organizations are responding to the threat.

	In the U.S., the FCC outlawed robocalls containing AI-generated voices, which have been used to discourage voters.

	Major tech companies have signed an accord to prevent AI from being used to disrupt democratic elections worldwide.

	And a Davos report found AI-powered misinformation is the world's biggest short-term threat.

AI-powered misinformation and disinformation are emerging risks as people in a slew of countries head to the polls. Read more on the 25 elections in 2024 that could change the world, and take a look at more of the AP's global elections coverage.


    


Claims circulating online in India recently have misstated details about casting a ballot, claimed without evidence that the election will be rigged, and called for violence against India's Muslims.
Researchers who track misinformation and hate speech in India say tech companies' poor enforcement of their own policies has created perfect conditions for harmful content that could distort public opinion, spur violence and leave millions of voters wondering what to believe.

    


"A non-discerning user or regular user has no idea whether it's someone, an individual sharing his or her thoughts on the other end, or is it a bot?" Rekha Singh, a 49-year-old voter, told The Associated Press. Singh said she worries that social media algorithms distort voters' view of reality. "So you are biased without even realizing it," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a year crowded with big elections, the sprawling vote in India stands out. The world's most populous country boasts dozens of languages, the greatest number of WhatsApp users as well as the largest number of YouTube subscribers. Nearly 1 billion voters are eligible to cast a ballot in the election, which runs into June.
Tech companies like Google and Meta, the owner of Facebook, WhatsApp and Instagram, say they are working to combat deceptive or hateful content while helping voters find reliable sources. But researchers who have long tracked disinformation in India say their promises ring hollow after years of failed enforcement and "cookie-cutter" approaches that fail to account for India's linguistic, religious, geographic and cultural diversity.

    


Given India's size and its importance for social media companies, you might expect more of a focus, say disinformation researchers who focus on India.
"The platforms are earning money off of this. They are benefiting from it, and the whole country is paying the price," said Ritumbra Manuvie a law professor at the University of Groningen in the Netherlands. Manuvie is a leader of The London Story, an Indian diaspora group which last month organized a protest outside Meta's London offices.




Research by the group and another organization, India Civil Watch International, found that Meta allowed political advertisements and posts that contained anti-Muslim hate speech, Hindu nationalist narratives, misogynistic posts about female candidates as well as ads encouraging violence against political opponents.
The ads were seen more than 65 million times over 90 days earlier this year. Together they cost more than $1 million.

    


Meta defends its work on global elections and disputed the findings of the research on India, noting that it has expanded its work with independent fact-checking organizations ahead of the election, and has employees around the world ready to act in case its platforms are misused to spread misinformation. Nick Clegg, Meta's president of global affairs, said of India's election: "It's a huge, huge test for us."
"We have months and months and months of preparation in India," he told The Associated Press during a recent interview. "We have teams working around the clock. We have fact checkers in multiple languages operating in India. We have a 24-hour escalation system."
YouTube is another problematic site for disinformation in India, experts say. To test how well that video-sharing platform was doing in enforcing its own rules, researchers at the nonprofits Global Witness and Access Now created 48 fake ads in English, Hindi and Telugu with false voting information or calls for violence. One claimed India raised its voting age to 21, though it remains 18, while another said women could vote by text message, though they cannot. A third called for the use of force at polling places.

    


When Global Witness submitted the ads to YouTube for approval, the response was disappointing, said Henry Peck, an investigator at Global Witness.
"YouTube didn't act on any of them," Peck said, and instead approved the ads for publication.
Google, YouTube's owner, criticized the research and noted that it has multiple procedures in place to catch ads that violate its rules. Global Witness removed the ads before they could be spotted and blocked, the company said.
"Our policies explicitly prohibit ads making demonstrably false claims that could undermine participation or trust in an election, which we enforce in several Indian languages," Google said in a statement. The company also noted its partnerships with fact-checking groups.

    


AI is this year's newest threat, as advances in programs make it easier than ever to create lifelike images, video or audio. AI deepfakes are popping up in elections across the world, from Moldova to Bangladesh. 
Senthil Nayagam, founder of an AI startup called Muonium AI, believes there is growing demand for deepfakes, especially of politicians. In the run up to the election, he had several inquiries on making political videos using AI. "There's a market for this, no doubt," he said.
Some of the fakes Nayagam produces feature dead politicians and are not meant to be taken seriously, but other deepfakes circulating online could potentially fool voters. It's a danger Modi himself has highlighted.
"We need to educate people about artificial intelligence and deepfakes, how it works, what it can do," Modi said. 
India's Information and Technology Ministry has directed social media companies to remove disinformation, especially deepfakes. But experts say a lack of clear regulation or law focused on AI and deepfakes makes it harder to squash, leaving it to voters to determine what is true and what is fiction.
For first-time voter Ankita Jasra, 18, these uncertainties can make it hard to know what to believe.
"If I don't know what is being said is true, I don't think I can trust in the people that are governing my country," she said.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


___
AP journalists Matt O'Brien in Providence, Rhode Island, and Rishi Lekhi in New Delhi contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE - A family nurse practitioner prepares a syringe with the Mpox vaccine for inoculating a patient at a vaccination site in the Brooklyn borough of New York, on Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths. . (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)]
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[image: FILE - This 1997 image provided by the CDC during an investigation into an outbreak of monkeypox, which took place in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), formerly Zaire, depicts the dorsal surfaces of the hands of a monkeypox case patient. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths (CDC via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vials of single doses of the Jynneos vaccine for monkeypox are seen from a cooler at a vaccinations site on Aug. 29, 2022, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)]
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[image: FILE - This image provided by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shows a colorized transmission electron micrograph of monkeypox particles (red) found within an infected cell (blue), cultured in the laboratory that was captured and color-enhanced at the NIAID Integrated Research Facility (IRF) in Fort Detrick, Md. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths. (NIAID via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | FILE - This image provided by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shows a colorized transmission electron micrograph of monkeypox particles (red) found within an infected cell (blue), cultured in the laboratory that was captured and color-enhanced at the NIAID Integrated Research Facility (IRF) in Fort Detrick, Md. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths. (NIAID via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        A new form of mpox that may spread more easily found in Congo's biggest outbreak

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A family nurse practitioner prepares a syringe with the Mpox vaccine for inoculating a patient at a vaccination site in the Brooklyn borough of New York, on Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths. . (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | FILE - A family nurse practitioner prepares a syringe with the Mpox vaccine for inoculating a patient at a vaccination site in the Brooklyn borough of New York, on Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths. . (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
FILE - A family nurse practitioner prepares a syringe with the Mpox vaccine for inoculating a patient at a vaccination site in the Brooklyn borough of New York, on Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths. . (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - This 1997 image provided by the CDC during an investigation into an outbreak of monkeypox, which took place in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), formerly Zaire, depicts the dorsal surfaces of the hands of a monkeypox case patient. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths (CDC via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - This image provided by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shows a colorized transmission electron micrograph of monkeypox particles (red) found within an infected cell (blue), cultured in the laboratory that was captured and color-enhanced at the NIAID Integrated Research Facility (IRF) in Fort Detrick, Md. Scientists say a new form of mpox detected in a mining town in Congo might more easily spread among people. Already, Congo is seeing its biggest mpox outbreak with more than 19,000 suspected infections and 900 deaths. (NIAID via AP, File)]
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                                        KINSHASA, Congo (AP) -- Congo is struggling to contain its biggest mpox outbreak, and scientists say a new form of the disease detected in a mining town might more easily spread among people.
Since January, Congo has reported more than 4,500 suspected mpox cases and nearly 300 deaths, numbers that have roughly tripled from the same period last year, according to the World Health Organization. Congo recently declared the outbreak across the country a health emergency. 
An analysis of patients hospitalized between October and January in Kamituga, eastern Congo, suggests recent genetic mutations in mpox are the result of its continued transmission in humans; it's happening in a town where people have little contact with the wild animals thought to naturally carry the disease.
"We're in a new phase of mpox," said Dr. Placide Mbala-Kingebeni, the lead researcher of the study, who said it will soon be submitted to a journal for publication. Mbala-Kingebeni heads a lab at Congo's National Institute of Biomedical Research, which studies the genetics of diseases. 





    


The lesions reported by most patients are milder and on the genitals, Mbala-Kingebeni said, making the disease trickier to diagnose. In previous outbreaks in Africa, lesions were mostly seen on the chest, hands and feet. He also said that the new form seems to have a lower death rate.
In a report on the global mpox situation this week, WHO said the new version of the disease might require a new testing strategy to pick up the mutations. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With experts pointing out that fewer than half of people in Congo with mpox are tested, Mbala-Kingebeni said: "The risk is that unless patients themselves come forward, we will have a silent transmission of the disease and nobody will know." 
Mbala-Kingebeni said most people were infected via sex, with about a third of mpox cases found in sex workers. It was not until the 2022 global emergency of mpox that scientists established the disease was spread via sex, with most cases in gay or bisexual men. In November, WHO confirmed sexual transmission of mpox in Congo for the first time.

    


There are two kinds, or clades, of mpox, which is related to smallpox and endemic to central and west Africa. Clade 1 is more severe and can kill up to 10% of people infected. Clade 2 triggered the 2022 outbreak; more than 99% of people infected survived. 
Mbala-Kingebeni and colleagues said they have identified a new form of clade 1 that may be responsible for more than 240 cases and at least three deaths in Kamituga, a region with a significant transient population traveling elsewhere in Africa and beyond. 
Dr. Boghuma Titanji, an infectious diseases expert at Emory University who is not connected to the research, said the new mutations are concerning.
"This suggests the virus is adapting to spread efficiently in humans and could cause some pretty consequential outbreaks," she said. 
Although the mpox epidemics in the West were contained with the help of vaccines and treatments, barely any have been available in Congo. Congo's minister of health has authorized the use of vaccines in high-risk provinces, said Cris Kacita Osako, coordinator of Congo's Monkeypox Response Committee. He said officials are in talks with donor countries like Japan to help buy the shots.

    


"Once a sufficient quantity of vaccines is available ... vaccination will be implemented as part of the response," Kacita Osako said.
Dr. Dimie Ogoina, an mpox expert at Niger Delta University, said the new research is an unsettling reminder of an earlier -- but different -- outbreak. 
"The notable spread among sex workers is reminiscent of the early stages of HIV," he said, explaining that prejudices attached to treating sexually transmitted infections and the reluctance of people with mpox to come forward were worrying.
WHO's emergencies chief, Dr. Michael Ryan, said last week that despite the ongoing spread of mpox in Africa and elsewhere, "there has not been a single donor dollar invested."
___
Cheng reported from London. Mark Banchereau in Dakar, Senegal, contributed to this report. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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A highway collapse in China kills 36 people and sends more than 20 cars down a steep slope

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers work at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China leaving more than a dozen of people dead, local officials said, after the area had experienced heavy rain in recent days. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial photo shows rescuers work at the site of a collapsed road section of the Meizhou-Dabu Expressway in Meizhou, south China's Guangdong Province, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. A section of a highway collapsed early Wednesday in southern China leaving more than a dozen of people dead, local officials said, after the area had experienced heavy rain in recent days. (Xinhua News Agency via AP)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- A section of a highway collapsed after heavy rains in a mountainous area in southern China, sending cars tumbling down a slope and leaving at least 36 people dead, authorities said Thursday.
The Meizhou city government said that 23 vehicles have been found after a 17.9-meter (58.7-foot) long section of the highway gave way about 2 a.m. on Wednesday. Thirty other people had injuries, none of them life-threatening, a government statement said.
The search effort was complicated by steady rain, gravel and soil coming down at the site, posing some risk to the workers, a fire department official told Chinese media. 
Rescue teams divided the area into 10 grids and searched with dogs and life-detecting devices, the report said. Excavators and cranes were also brought in to help.
The collapse left a barren scar down a steep slope in an otherwise verdant green forested area. Witnesses told local media they heard a loud noise and saw a wide hole open up behind them after driving past the section just before it collapsed.

    


Video and photos in local media showed smoke and fire at the scene, with a highway guardrail leaning down into the flames. A pile of blackened cars could be seen on the slope leading down from the highway.




A photo later showed a construction crane lowering a mangled car to the road surface, near three other similarly wrecked vehicles. All appeared to have been burned out.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Over 56 centimeters (22 inches) of rain has fallen in the past four weeks in the county where the roadway collapsed, more than four times as much as last year. Some villages in Meizhou flooded in early April, and the city had seen heavy rain in recent days.
Parts of Guangdong province have seen record rains and flooding in the past two weeks, as well as hail. A tornado killed five people in Guangzhou, the provincial capital, last weekend. 
Heavy rain and flooding pose a special risk to mountain roadways and highway bridges because of erosion, debris flows and landslides. China has massively expanded its infrastructure in recent years, adding more than 1 million highway bridges, the world's largest network of high speed trains and scores of new airports. 

    


In the rush to build, flaws in design and construction methods have frequently come to light, while regular inspections and maintenance are sometimes given short shrift. Dozens have died in recent years in tunnel collapses and floods, including 14 who drowned in subway trains in the central city of Zhenzhou during massive flooding that killed around 300 people. 
Subsequent reports said the system had not been prevented with adequate and other equipment and that officials failed to suspend service as they should have under government directives. 
China's overseas projects such as roads and dams under the Belt and Road Initiative have also been criticized for design problems and poor quality, potentially posing a challenge to its efforts to build its influence in the developing world. 
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Pregnancy-related deaths have fallen to pre-pandemic levels, new US data says

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A single room, fully dedicated maternity room in a hospital maternity ward in Mississippi is seen on Oct. 11, 2012. In 2023, U.S. pregnancy-related deaths fell back to pre-pandemic levels, according to data released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. pregnancy-related deaths have fallen back to pre-pandemic levels, new government data suggests.
About 680 women died last year during pregnancy or shortly after childbirth, according to provisional CDC data. That's down from 817 deaths in 2022 and 1,205 in 2021, when it was the highest level in more than 50 years.
COVID-19 seems to be the main explanation for the improvement, said Donna Hoyert, a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention maternal mortality researcher.
The coronavirus can be particularly dangerous to pregnant women. And, in the worst days of the pandemic, burned out physicians may have added to the risk by ignoring pregnant women's worries, experts say.
Fewer death certificates are mentioning COVID-19 as a contributor to pregnancy-related deaths. The count was over 400 in 2021 but fewer than 10 last year, Hoyert said.

    


The agency on Thursday released a report detailing the final maternal mortality data for 2022. It also recently released provisional data for 2023. Those numbers are expected to change after further analysis -- the final 2022 number was 11% higher than the provisional one. Still, 2023 is expected to end up down from 2022, Hoyert said.




The CDC counts women who die while pregnant, during childbirth and up to 42 days after birth from conditions considered related to pregnancy. Excessive bleeding, blood vessel blockages and infections are leading causes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There were about 19 maternal deaths for every 100,000 live births in 2023, according to the provisional data. That's in line with rates seen in 2018 and 2019.
But racial disparities remain: The death rate in Black moms is more than two-and-a-half times higher than that of white and Hispanic mothers.
"In the last five years we've really not improved on lowering the maternal death rate in our country, so there's still a lot of work to do," said Ashley Stoneburner, the March of Dimes' director of applied research and analytics.

    


The advocacy organization this week kicked off an education campaign to get more pregnant women to consider taking low-dose aspirin if they are at risk of preeclempsia -- a high blood pressure disorder that can harm both the mother and baby.
There are other efforts that may be helping to lower deaths and lingering health problems related to pregnancy, including stepped-up efforts to fight infections and address blood loss, said Dr. Laura Riley, a New York City-based obstetrician who handles high-risk pregnancies.
But there's a risk that those kinds of improvements are being offset by a number of factors that may reduce the ability of women to get medical care before, during and after a birth, she said. Experts say the list includes the closure of rural hospitals and a 2022 U.S. Supreme Court decision that did away with the federally established right to abortion -- and contributed to physician burnout by causing doctors to feel constrained about providing care during pregnancy-related medical emergencies.
"I think there's good news. We're making strides in certain areas," said Riley, head OB-GYN at Weill Cornell Medicine. "But the bad news and scary news is ... there are these other political and social forces that make this (reducing maternal deaths) difficult."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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At time of rising antisemitism, Holocaust survivors take on denial and hate in new digital campaign

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Herbert Rubinstein was 5 years old, when he and his mother where taken from the Jewish town of Chernivtsi and put on a cramped cattle wagon waiting to take them to their deaths. (AP video/Pietro De Cristofaro)
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    [image: Holocaust survivor Herbert Rubinstein talks during an interview with The Associated Press at his home in Duesseldorf, Germany, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Holocaust survivors from around the globe participating in a new digital campaign called "#CancelHate" which features videos of them reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | Holocaust survivor Herbert Rubinstein talks during an interview with The Associated Press at his home in Duesseldorf, Germany, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Holocaust survivors from around the globe participating in a new digital campaign called "#CancelHate" which features videos of them reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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Holocaust survivor Herbert Rubinstein talks during an interview with The Associated Press at his home in Duesseldorf, Germany, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Holocaust survivors from around the globe participating in a new digital campaign called "#CancelHate" which features videos of them reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Holocaust survivor Herbert Rubinstein talks during an interview with The Associated Press at his home in Duesseldorf, Germany, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Holocaust survivors from around the globe participating in a new digital campaign called "#CancelHate" which features videos of them reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: A hanukkiah is seen in a cabinet behind Holocaust survivor Herbert Rubinstein during an interview with The Associated Press at his home in Duesseldorf, Germany, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Holocaust survivors from around the globe participating in a new digital campaign called "#CancelHate" which features videos of them reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Holocaust survivor Herbert Rubinstein shows pictures of him with his parents during an interview with The Associated Press at his home in Duesseldorf, Germany, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Holocaust survivors from around the globe participating in a new digital campaign called "#CancelHate" which features videos of them reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Holocaust survivor Herbert Rubinstein and his wife Ruth look at old photos after an interview with The Associated Press at their home in Duesseldorf, Germany, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Holocaust survivors from around the globe participating in a new digital campaign called "#CancelHate" which features videos of them reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Holocaust survivor Herbert Rubinstein talks during an interview with The Associated Press at his home in Duesseldorf, Germany, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Holocaust survivors from around the globe participating in a new digital campaign called "#CancelHate" which features videos of them reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Holocaust survivor Herbert Rubinstein and his wife Ruth stand beside photos of their family after an interview with The Associated Press at their home in Duesseldorf, Germany, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Holocaust survivors from around the globe participating in a new digital campaign called "#CancelHate" which features videos of them reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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                                        DUESSELDORF, Germany (AP) -- Herbert Rubinstein was 5 years old when he and his mother where taken from the Jewish ghetto of Chernivtsi and put on a cramped cattle wagon waiting to take them to their deaths. It was 1941, and Romanians collaborating with Germany's Nazis were rounding up tens of thousands of Jews from his hometown in what is now southwestern Ukraine. 
"It was nothing but a miracle that we survived," Rubinstein told The Associated Press during a recent interview at his apartment in the western German city of Duesseldorf.
The 88-year-old Holocaust survivor is participating in a new digital campaign called #CancelHate. It was launched Thursday by the New York-based Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, also referred to as the Claims Conference.
It features videos of survivors from around the globe reading Holocaust denial posts from different social media platforms. Each post illustrates how denial and distortion can not only rewrite history but perpetuate antisemitic tropes and spread hate. 

    


"I could never have imagined a day when Holocaust survivors would be confronting such a tremendous wave of Holocaust denial and distortion, but sadly, that day is here," said Greg Schneider, executive vice president of the Claims Conference.




"We all saw what unchecked hatred led to -- words of hate and antisemitism led to deportations, gas chambers and crematoria," Schneider added. "Those who read these depraved posts are putting aside their own discomfort and trauma to ensure that current and future generations understand that unchecked hatred has no place in society." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Claims Conference's new digital campaign comes at a time when antisemitic incidents, triggered by Hamas' deadly attack on Israel on Oct. 7 and Israel's ensuing military campaign in Gaza, have increased from Europe  to the U.S. and beyond, to levels not seen in decades, according to major Jewish organizations. 

    


Hamas and other militants abducted around 250 people in the attack and killed around 1,200, mostly civilians. They are still believed to be holding around 100 hostages and the remains of some 30 others. The war has ground on with little end in sight: Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed over 34,000 Palestinians, displaced around 80% of the population and pushed hundreds of thousands of people to the brink of famine.
The war has inflamed tensions around the world and triggered pro-Palestinian protests, including at college campuses in the U.S. and elsewhere. Israel and its supporters have branded the protests as antisemitic, while critics of Israel say it uses such allegations to silence opponents.
The launch of the Claims Conference campaign also comes days before Yom HaShoah -- Israel's Holocaust Remembrance Day -- next Monday.
In one of the videos, Rubinstein reads out a hate post -- only to juxtapose it with his personal testimony about his family's suffering during the Holocaust.
"'We have all been cheated, lied to, and exploited. The Holocaust did not happen the way it is written in our history books,'" he reads and then says: "That is a lie. The Holocaust happened. Unfortunately, way too many members of my family died in the Holocaust."

    


Rubinstein then continues to talk about his own persecution as a Jewish child during the Holocaust.
While forced into the ghetto of Cernisvtsi, his family managed to obtain forged Polish identity documents, which were the only reason he and his mother were taken off the cattle train in 1941.
They fled and hid in several eastern European countries until the war ended in 1945. After that, they briefly went back to his hometown, only to find out that his father, who had been forced into the Soviet Red Army during the war, had been killed. They moved on to Amsterdam, where his mother married again, and eventually settled in Duesseldorf.
"I lived through the Holocaust. Six million were murdered. Hate and Holocaust denial have returned to our society today. I am very, very sad about this and I am fighting it with all my might," Rubinstein says at the end of the video. "Words matter. Our words are our power. Cancel hate. Stop the hate."

    


Even at his old age, Rubinstein, who calls himself an optimist, says he will continue fighting antisemitism every single day. And he has a message, especially for the young generation of Jews.
"Don't panic," Rubinstein says. "The good will win. You just have to do something about it."
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content
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[image: FILE - Speaker of the House Mike Johnson of La., speaks as House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries of N.Y., listens at the March for Israel on Nov. 14, 2023, on the National Mall in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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[image: FILE - House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., speaks at a news conference at the Capitol in Washington, Dec. 7, 2023. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., speaks during a House Judiciary Committee markup of the Justice in Policing Act of 2020 on Capitol Hill in Washington, June 17, 2020. (Greg Nash/Pool via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries of N.Y., speaks during a news conference at the Capitol in Washington, Feb. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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[image: FILE - House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., speaks at a news conference at the Capitol in Washington, Dec. 7, 2023. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries of N.Y., left, and Vice President Kamala Harris listen as President Joe Biden speaks during a meeting with Democratic lawmakers in the Roosevelt Room of the White House, Jan. 24, 2023, in Washington. AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Without wielding the gavel or holding a formal job laid out in the Constitution, Rep. Hakeem Jeffries might very well be the most powerful person in Congress right now. 
The minority leader of the House Democrats, it was Jeffries who provided the votes needed to keep the government running despite opposition from House Republicans to prevent a federal shutdown.
Jeffries who made sure Democrats delivered the tally to send $95 billion foreign aid to Ukraine and other U.S. allies.
And Jeffries who, with the full force of House Democratic leadership behind him, decided this week his party would help Speaker Mike Johnson stay on the job rather than be ousted by far-right Republicans led by Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene.
"How powerful is Jeffries right now?" said Jeffery Jenkins, a public policy professor at the University of Southern California who has written extensively about Congress. "That's significant power."

    


The decision by Jeffries and the House Democratic leadership team to lend their votes to stop Johnson's ouster provides a powerful inflection point in what has been a long political season of dysfunction, stalemate and chaos in Congress. 
By declaring enough is enough, that it's time to "turn the page" on the Republican tumult, the Democratic leader is flexing his power in a very public and timely way, an attempt to show lawmakers, and anyone else watching in dismay at the broken Congress, that there can be an alternative approach to governing.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"From the very beginning of this Congress, House Republicans have visited chaos, dysfunction and extremism on the American people," Jeffries said Wednesday at the Capitol.
Jeffries said that with House Republicans "unwilling or unable" to get "the extreme MAGA Republicans under control, "it's going to take a bipartisan coalition and partnership to accomplish that objective. We need more common sense in Washington, D.C., and less chaos."

    


In the House, the minority leader is often seen as the speaker-in-waiting, the highest-ranking official of the party that's out of power, biding their time in hopes of regaining the majority -- and with it, the speaker's gavel -- in the next election. Elected by their own party, it's a job without much formal underpinning.
But in Jeffries' case, the minority leader position has come with enormous power, filling the political void left by the actual speaker, Johnson, who commands a fragile, thread-thin Republican majority and is constantly under threat from far-right provocateurs that the GOP speaker cannot fully control.
"He's operating as a shadow speaker on all the important votes," said Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus.
While Johnson still marshals the powerful tools of the speaker's office, a job outlined in the Constitution and second in the line of succession to the presidency, the Republican-led House has churned through a tumultuous session of infighting and upheaval that has left their goals and priorities stalled out.

    


In a fit of displeasure just months into their majority, far-right Republicans ousted the previous speaker, the now-retired Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., last fall in a never-before-seen act of party revolt. He declined to specifically ask the Democrats for help. 
Johnson faces the same threat of removal, but Jeffries sees in Johnson a more honest broker and potential partner he is willing to at least temporarily prop up -- even though Johnson, too, has not overtly asked for any assist from across the aisle. A vote on Greene's motion to vacate the speaker is expected next week.
As Johnson sidles up to Donald Trump, receiving the presumed Republican presidential nominee's nod of support, it is Jeffries who holds what Democratic Rep. Nancy Pelosi, the speaker emerita, has referred to as "currency of the realm" -- votes -- that are required in the House to get any agenda over the finish line. 
Pelosi said in an interview that Jeffries as the minority leader has "always had leverage" because of the slim House majority. 

    


"But it's a question of him showing that he's willing to use it," she said. 
Jeffries has been "masterful," she said, at securing Democratic priorities, notably humanitarian assistance in the foreign aid package that Republicans initially opposed. 
But Pelosi disagreed with the idea that Democrats lending support to Johnson at this juncture creates some sort of new coalition era of U.S. politics.
"Our House functions because we're willing to be bipartisan in making it function," she said. "He's not necessarily saving Speaker Johnson -- he's upholding the dignity of the institution."
Jeffries is a quietly confident operator, positioning himself, and his party, as purveyors of democratic norms amid the Republican thunderclap of Trump-era disruption.
The first Black American to lead a political party in Congress, Jeffries is already a historic figure, whose stature will only rise further if he is elected as the first to wield the gavel as House speaker.

    


Born in Brooklyn, Jeffries, 53, rose steadily through the ranks in New York state politics and then on the national stage, a charismatic next-generation leader, first elected to Congress in 2012 from the district parts of which were once represented by another historic lawmaker, Shirley Chisolm, the first Black woman elected to Congress. 
A former corporate lawyer, Jeffries is also known for his sharp oratory, drawing on his upbringing in the historically Black Cornerstone Baptist Church, a spiritual home for many grandchildren and great-grandchildren of enslaved African Americans who fled to Brooklyn from the American South. But he also infuses his speeches and remarks with a modern sensibility and cadence, bridging generations.
Last year, when Republicans could not muster the votes on a procedural step for a budget and debt deal, it was Jeffries who stood intently at his desk in the House chamber, and lifted his voting card to signal to Democrats it was time to step up and deliver.
Repeatedly, Jeffries has ensured the Democratic votes to prevent a federal government shutdown. And last month, when Johnson faced an all-out hard-right Republican revolt over the Ukraine aid, Jeffries again stepped in, assuring Democrats had more votes than Republicans to see it to passage.
Ahead of the November election, the two parties are in a fight for political survival to control the narrowly divided House, and Jeffries would most certainly face his own challenges leading Democrats if they were to gain the majority, splintered over many key issues. 
But Jeffries and Johnson have both been in a cross-country sprint, raising money and enthusiasm for their own party candidates ahead of November -- the Republican speaker trying to keep his job, the Democratic leader waiting to take it on.
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No safety in retreat: Ukrainian soldiers say rear defensive lines barely exist amid Russian advance

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Fourteen people were injured after a Russian ballistic missile slammed into the Ukrainian city of Odesa late Wednesday, the State Emergency Service reported. Videos shared by the Emergency Service showed huge plumes of smoke rising skywards at the site.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    13
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Workers install anti-tank defenses known as ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Workers install anti-tank defenses known as "dragon teeth" during construction of new defensive positions close to the Russian border in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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Workers install anti-tank defenses known as "dragon teeth" during construction of new defensive positions close to the Russian border in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: Workers ride by an excavator to construct new defensive positions close to the Russian border in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | Workers ride by an excavator to construct new defensive positions close to the Russian border in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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Workers ride by an excavator to construct new defensive positions close to the Russian border in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A newly constructed defensive position is seen in the field close to the Russian border in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 13 | A newly constructed defensive position is seen in the field close to the Russian border in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            4 of 13 | Anti-tank systems known as "dragon teeth" are seen in the field close to the Russian border in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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Anti-tank systems known as "dragon teeth" are seen in the field close to the Russian border in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: A worker constructs new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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A worker constructs new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: Workers construct new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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Workers construct new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: Workers install ani-tank systems known as ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 13 | Workers install ani-tank systems known as "dragon teeth" during construction new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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Workers install ani-tank systems known as "dragon teeth" during construction new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers install anti-tank systems known as ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | Workers install anti-tank systems known as "dragon teeth" during construction new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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Workers install anti-tank systems known as "dragon teeth" during construction new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: A worker constructs new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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A worker constructs new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: Workers construct new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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Workers construct new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: Workers construct new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A worker constructs new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A worker cuts wood for new defensive positions close to the Russian border in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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                                        KHARKIV, Ukraine (AP) -- During pitched battles with far better-armed Russian forces, Ukrainian soldier Batyar's unit has few options.
Devastating Russian aerial glide bombs that can drop up to 1.5 tons of explosives out of range of most of Ukraine's air defenses are gnawing away at his men's positions in a new tactic. 
Yet, to retreat carries no promise of safety -- the rear defensive lines meant to give them cover barely exist, he said.
Lack of ammunition is forcing the outnumbered Ukrainian soldiers to pull back, one village after another, including three surrendered Sunday, as intense fighting roils the countryside surrounding Avdiivka nearly three months after the strategic city fell to Russia.
"It's necessary to increase the pace of building fortifications ... so that when we retreat, we will retreat to a prepared position," said Batyar, a unit commander who gave only his military call sign in line with brigade protocols. "These fortifications are not enough." 

    


Facing an outcry after Avdiivka's fall, Ukraine is rushing to build concrete-fortified trenches, foxholes, firing positions and other barricades on the front lines. But relentless Russian shelling, lack of equipment and crippling bureaucracy plague construction across the vast 1,000-kilometer (600-mile) front, even as a new Russian offensive looms, according to a dozen Ukrainian soldiers, government officials and construction company directors interviewed by The Associated Press. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The much awaited aid package passed by the U.S. Congress last month is expected to help Ukraine close the firepower gap. But until replenishments arrive, which could take weeks, Russia will continue to exploit Ukraine's weaknesses. 
DIG AND FIGHT
Ukraine has allocated nearly 38 billion hryvnias ($960 million) to build an extensive fortification network this year. Soldiers across the front line maintain that should have happened last year, when Ukraine had the upper hand in the fighting, not in the heat of battle now.

    


Besides trenches and other barricades, the layered system includes mines and anti-tank obstacles known as "dragon's teeth," normally built in advance of fighting. Russia's preparedness paid off during Kyiv's failed counteroffensive last summer: Ukraine's momentum was slowed in the Zaporizhzhia region by Moscow's extensive fortifications.
But Ukraine was slow to follow suit; it was not until this spring, when weather conditions improved, that any real progress was made. In March, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy announced Ukraine was building 2,000 kilometers (1,240 miles) of fortifications across three lines of defense. 
"There was an absence of responsibility. ... People didn't understand that fortifications can save your life if you do it in advance," said Oleksandr, a deputy infantry commander with the 47th brigade in the Avdiivka area who gave only his first name in line with military rules. 
"Many people thought we ... wouldn't need to prepare such lines. They didn't expect a new Russian offensive." 
Unlike Russia, Ukraine does not have the option of forcing thousands of prisoners to do the work. That means Ukrainian soldiers on the front lines must both fight and dig their own trenches.

    


"It's very hard to do both," Oleksandr said.
Building the second line, 2 to 5 kilometers behind the front line and within range of Russian artillery, is the responsibility of Ukraine's poorly-resourced engineering force. The third line, at a greater distance from battle, is constructed by companies under military contracts.
The reasons for Ukraine's lack of preparedness are rooted in the years after independence when it began downsizing its military because it couldn't afford to maintain the large force inherited from the Soviet Union. Its engineering regiments were dismantled until there were only a handful left. Equipment, including excavators and plows so direly needed now, were sold off.
"We entered the war with nothing," said a serviceman in Ukraine's engineering force, who spoke on condition of anonymity to talk openly about the lack of preparation. When he arrived to build fortifications in Ukraine's east in October, all his unit had were aging equipment from the 1960s and shovels, he said. 

    


"Accordingly, that's the kind of trenches we made." 
DISCONNECTED PITS
Ukraine's lack of adequate defensive lines has helped Russia make significant military gains, and constant enemy fire hinders building. 
Five commanders in Avdiivka and Chasiv Yar, which have been under relentless Russian assault, said without well-prepared positions they were unable to gain a foothold in unfamiliar terrain and defend without suffering huge losses.
In Chasiv Yar, a strategic hilltop town in Donetsk, the lack of fortifications helped turn the tables in Russia's favor.
In mid-March, Ukraine's 67th brigade was rotated in to hold positions roughly 3 kilometers from the town. "I would be hard-pressed to describe them as 'positions,'" said a Ukrainian serviceman who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the failings candidly. 

    


He expected dugouts, a labyrinth of trenches and firing positions, but what he found were a series of pits, barely large enough to hide in during artillery barrages.
Under fire, "soldiers would climb out of pits and start digging in each other's direction so that there is at least some connection between them," he said. The soil was so sandy that whenever shells struck, the trenches they dug crumbled. 
With nowhere to take cover and no means to match the Russian barrages, they retreated 2 kilometers back. Over 100 Ukrainian soldiers were killed or are missing, he said. 
"We lost department commanders, platoon commanders, company commanders and sergeants," he said. "That is, we lost the entire skeleton of the brigade."
The unit's withdrawal in early April led to it being disbanded by Ukraine's General Staff. The brigade was blamed for the loss, but commanders said they never had the resources to succeed. 
TIME, MONEY, PRESSURE
To rush building across the third line, construction companies were awarded contracts without the usual bidding process. 
"There was no time," said Kharkiv Gov. Oleh Syniehubov.
The move speeded things up but raised concerns of potential corruption -- a worry Syniehubov asserted was overstated. "Believe me, we have so many checks-and-balances and government agencies overseeing the building, it is impossible to steal something," he said.
Finding companies willing to take the risk was another challenge. They faced layers of bureaucracy to get paid, while coming under enormous pressure to work fast.
A contractor in the Sumy region said he had to follow up with a half-dozen government officials to get funding. 
"Not many people are willing to do this," said a construction company director in the Marinka area of the Donetsk region. All the fortifications he is contracted to build should have been erected in 2014, when Russia first invaded Ukraine, he said. 
"This is is all a big question for our leadership: Why didn't they purchase the equipment that military engineers needed to do their jobs? Why did they wait until they just gave it to us?" said the director, who like other company officials spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive military contracts. 
The owner of another company supplying concrete for front-line fortifications said some regional officials, under pressure to build them quickly, were inflating progress. "I saw the figures, and knowing what I know about the supplies, I know they can't be true," he said. 
And then, there are the Russian attacks. Drones monitor building activity as far back as the third line and routinely attack workers. 
In Kharkiv, at least four construction workers were killed in the last month, according to the governor. In addition, 10 pieces of equipment were destroyed. 
"The enemy sees everything," he said.
___
AP journalist Volodymyr Yurchuk contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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Tension grows on UCLA campus as police order dispersal of large pro-Palestinian gathering

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Watch live views of students protesting at UCLA in Los Angeles. The university canceled classes on Wednesday after dueling groups of protesters clashed overnight.
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            Violent clashes break out at UCLA after counter-protesters storm pro-Palestinian encampment

        
        
            Pro-Israel counter-protesters clashed on Wednesday morning with demonstrators in the pro-Palestinian encampment at UCLA. (AP video by Ethan Swope)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Violent clashes break out at UCLA after counter-protesters storm pro-Palestinian encampment
Pro-Israel counter-protesters clashed on Wednesday morning with demonstrators in the pro-Palestinian encampment at UCLA. (AP video by Ethan Swope)
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            Pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli protesters clash on UCLA campus

        
        
            Pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli protesters clashed in Los Angeles on the campus of UCLA on Wednesday in the latest escalation of demonstrations against the Israel-Hamas war that have spread to college campuses nationwide.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli protesters clash on UCLA campus
Pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli protesters clashed in Los Angeles on the campus of UCLA on Wednesday in the latest escalation of demonstrations against the Israel-Hamas war that have spread to college campuses nationwide.
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            Police move to separate pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli demonstrators at UCLA

        
        
            Police in riot gear moved onto the UCLA campus in Los Angeles amid violence between pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli protesters on Wednesday. People threw chairs and shoved and kicked one another. Some armed with sticks beat others. 


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Police move to separate pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli demonstrators at UCLA
Police in riot gear moved onto the UCLA campus in Los Angeles amid violence between pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli protesters on Wednesday. People threw chairs and shoved and kicked one another. Some armed with sticks beat others. 
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            Students' protests take over some campuses but at others their attention is elsewhere

        
        
            As a student protest movement over the Israel war in Gaza roils campuses across the U.S., millions of students in other schools have continued with their daily routines of working their way through school, socializing and studying for exams. (AP Video shot by Charles Krupa)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Students' protests take over some campuses but at others their attention is elsewhere
As a student protest movement over the Israel war in Gaza roils campuses across the U.S., millions of students in other schools have continued with their daily routines of working their way through school, socializing and studying for exams. (AP Video shot by Charles Krupa)
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            Students speak out about overnight violence at UCLA protests

        
        
            Students speak out after counter-protesters "forcefully" attacked a pro-Palestinian encampment at UCLA early Wednesday. (AP video by Rick Taber)(AP produced by Javier Arciga)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Students speak out about overnight violence at UCLA protests
Students speak out after counter-protesters "forcefully" attacked a pro-Palestinian encampment at UCLA early Wednesday. (AP video by Rick Taber)(AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Demonstrators lock arms on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 41 | Demonstrators lock arms on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators lock arms on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Demonstrators gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 41 | Demonstrators gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Demonstrators wave flags on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: Protesters against the war in Gaza confront law enforcement personnel during demonstrations on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 41 | Protesters against the war in Gaza confront law enforcement personnel during demonstrations on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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Protesters against the war in Gaza confront law enforcement personnel during demonstrations on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: Law enforcement personnel clash with demonstrators protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 41 | Law enforcement personnel clash with demonstrators protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: Demonstrators against the war in Gaza clash with law enforcement personnel during demonstrations on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 41 | Demonstrators against the war in Gaza clash with law enforcement personnel during demonstrations on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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Demonstrators against the war in Gaza clash with law enforcement personnel during demonstrations on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 41 | Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: A person stands at a Gaza Solidarity Encampment at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 41 | Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Posters surround an encampment established by University of New Mexico students and supporters who are protesting the Israel-Hamas war, on the main campus in Albuquerque, N,M., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 41 | Posters surround an encampment established by University of New Mexico students and supporters who are protesting the Israel-Hamas war, on the main campus in Albuquerque, N,M., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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Posters surround an encampment established by University of New Mexico students and supporters who are protesting the Israel-Hamas war, on the main campus in Albuquerque, N,M., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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[image: Students walk by one of the spray-painted messages left by those protesting the Israel-Hamas war on the University of New Mexico campus in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Sixteen people, including five students, were arrested earlier this week when they occupied the Student Union Building, causing damage inside. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 41 | Students walk by one of the spray-painted messages left by those protesting the Israel-Hamas war on the University of New Mexico campus in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Sixteen people, including five students, were arrested earlier this week when they occupied the Student Union Building, causing damage inside. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 41
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[image: Republican U.S. Senate candidate Dave McCormick speaks outside a Gaza Solidarity Encampment at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 41 | Republican U.S. Senate candidate Dave McCormick speaks outside a Gaza Solidarity Encampment at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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Republican U.S. Senate candidate Dave McCormick speaks outside a Gaza Solidarity Encampment at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: An officer stands outside a Gaza Solidarity Encampment at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 41 | An officer stands outside a Gaza Solidarity Encampment at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: Police stage on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 41 | Police stage on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Police stage on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 41 | Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Demonstrators hold signs on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 41 | Demonstrators hold signs on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 41 | Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: A woman paints on a barrier during a protest set up in a plaza at the University of Texas at Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Richardson, Texas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 41 | A woman paints on a barrier during a protest set up in a plaza at the University of Texas at Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Richardson, Texas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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A woman paints on a barrier during a protest set up in a plaza at the University of Texas at Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Richardson, Texas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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[image: Protesters against the war in Gaza confront law enforcement personnel during demonstrations on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 41 | Protesters against the war in Gaza confront law enforcement personnel during demonstrations on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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Protesters against the war in Gaza confront law enforcement personnel during demonstrations on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: Protesters demonstrating against the war in Gaza circle a tent as law enforcement personnel prepare to remove an encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 41 | Protesters demonstrating against the war in Gaza circle a tent as law enforcement personnel prepare to remove an encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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Protesters demonstrating against the war in Gaza circle a tent as law enforcement personnel prepare to remove an encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: Madison Police carry a demonstrator protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 41 | Madison Police carry a demonstrator protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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Madison Police carry a demonstrator protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: Police push back on demonstrators protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 41 | Police push back on demonstrators protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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Police push back on demonstrators protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: Police detain a demonstrator protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 41 | Police detain a demonstrator protesting the war in Gaza as they work to remove a non-sanctioned encampment on the campus of UW-Madison in Madison, Wis., on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 41 | Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators restore a protective barrier at an encampment on the UCLA campus, the morning after clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: UCLA professor Nick Shapiro speaks at a news conference on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 41 | UCLA professor Nick Shapiro speaks at a news conference on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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UCLA professor Nick Shapiro speaks at a news conference on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: EDS NOTE: OBSCENITY - A pro-Palestinian protester sits near a barricade outside Millar Library on the Portland State University campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Pro-Palestinian demonstrators on Sunday and Monday barricaded an entrance to the library using construction fencing, wood pallets, garbage cans and other debris. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 41 | EDS NOTE: OBSCENITY - A pro-Palestinian protester sits near a barricade outside Millar Library on the Portland State University campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Pro-Palestinian demonstrators on Sunday and Monday barricaded an entrance to the library using construction fencing, wood pallets, garbage cans and other debris. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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EDS NOTE: OBSCENITY - A pro-Palestinian protester sits near a barricade outside Millar Library on the Portland State University campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Pro-Palestinian demonstrators on Sunday and Monday barricaded an entrance to the library using construction fencing, wood pallets, garbage cans and other debris. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: A pro-Palestinian protester paints on a column at Millar Library on the Portland State University campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            27 of 41 | A pro-Palestinian protester paints on a column at Millar Library on the Portland State University campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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A pro-Palestinian protester paints on a column at Millar Library on the Portland State University campus Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Demonstrators lock arms on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            28 of 41 | Demonstrators lock arms on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators lock arms on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: A demonstrator shields themselves behind a barricade at an encampment on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            29 of 41 | A demonstrator shields themselves behind a barricade at an encampment on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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A demonstrator shields themselves behind a barricade at an encampment on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Demonstrators gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            30 of 41 | Demonstrators gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Demonstrators gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: A group prays on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            31 of 41 | A group prays on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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A group prays on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: A Palestinian flag is waved as protesters gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            32 of 41 | A Palestinian flag is waved as protesters gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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A Palestinian flag is waved as protesters gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Demonstrators hold a press briefing on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            33 of 41 | Demonstrators hold a press briefing on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators hold a press briefing on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Demonstrators gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            34 of 41 | Demonstrators gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators gather on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Demonstrators wave signs and flags on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            35 of 41 | Demonstrators wave signs and flags on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Demonstrators wave signs and flags on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between Pro-Israel and Pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: A Demonstrator holds a sign on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            36 of 41 | A Demonstrator holds a sign on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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A Demonstrator holds a sign on the UCLA campus, after nighttime clashes between pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian groups, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters begin to march on the campus of St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            37 of 41 | Pro-Palestinian protesters begin to march on the campus of St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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Pro-Palestinian protesters begin to march on the campus of St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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[image: A pro-Palestinian protester holds up a peace sign during a march on the campus of St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            38 of 41 | A pro-Palestinian protester holds up a peace sign during a march on the campus of St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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A pro-Palestinian protester holds up a peace sign during a march on the campus of St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters rally at St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            39 of 41 | Pro-Palestinian protesters rally at St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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Pro-Palestinian protesters rally at St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters block Grand Boulevard near St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            40 of 41 | Pro-Palestinian protesters block Grand Boulevard near St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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Pro-Palestinian protesters block Grand Boulevard near St. Louis University, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters, including ones holding a sign tying Boeing and the United States to thousands of deaths in Gaza, march on the campus of St. Louis University, Wednesday night, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)]
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Pro-Palestinian protesters, including ones holding a sign tying Boeing and the United States to thousands of deaths in Gaza, march on the campus of St. Louis University, Wednesday night, May 1, 2024, in St. Louis. (David Carson/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Law enforcement on the UCLA campus donned riot gear Wednesday evening as they ordered the dispersal of over a thousand people who had gathered in support of a pro-Palestinian student encampment, warning over loudspeakers that anyone who refused to leave could face arrest. 
A large crowd of students, alumni and neighbors gathered on campus steps outside the barricaded area of tents, sitting as they listened and applauded various speakers and joined in pro-Palestinian chants. Overheard television cameras showed students in the barricaded area passing out goggles and helmets, as well as setting up medical aid stations. A small group of students holding signs and wearing T-shirts in support of Israel and Jewish people gathered nearby.
The law enforcement presence and continued warnings stood in contrast to the scene that unfolded the night before, when counter-demonstrators attacked the pro-Palestinian encampment, throwing traffic cones, releasing pepper spray and tearing down barriers. Fighting continued for several hours before police stepped in, and no one was arrested. At least 15 protesters suffered injuries, and the tepid response by authorities drew criticism from political leaders as well as Muslim students and advocacy groups. 

    


Ray Wiliani, who lives nearby, said he came to UCLA on Wednesday evening to support the pro-Palestinian demonstrators.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We need to take a stand for it," he said. "Enough is enough."
Elsewhere, at the University of Wisconsin in Madison, activists clashed with police officers who destroyed their tents early Wednesday, and police dismantled an encampment at Dartmouth College in New Hampshire just hours after pro-Palestinian demonstrators put up a handful of tents. Officers arrested multiple people, including at least one professor, according to local media reports.
The chaotic scenes unfolded early Wednesday after police burst into a building occupied by anti-war protesters at Columbia University on Tuesday night, breaking up a demonstration that had paralyzed the New York school.

    


An Associated Press tally counted at least 38 times since April 18 where arrests were made at campus protests across the U.S. More than 1,600 people have been arrested at 30 schools.
UCLA Chancellor Gene Block said in a statement that "a group of instigators" perpetrated the previous night's attack, but he did not provide details about the crowd or why the administration and school police did not act sooner. 
"However one feels about the encampment, this attack on our students, faculty and community members was utterly unacceptable," he said. "It has shaken our campus to its core."
Block promised a review of the night's events after California Gov. Gavin Newsom and the Los Angeles mayor denounced the delays.
"The community needs to feel the police are protecting them, not enabling others to harm them," Rebecca Husaini, chief of staff for the Muslim Public Affairs Council, said in a news conference on the Los Angeles campus later Wednesday, where some Muslim students detailed the overnight events.

    


Speakers disputed the university's account that 15 people were injured and one hospitalized, saying the number of people taken to the hospital was higher. One student described needing to go to the hospital after being hit in the head by an object wielded by counter-protesters.
Several students who spoke during the news conference said they had to rely on each other, not the police, for support as they were attacked, and that many in the pro-Palestinian encampment remained peaceful and did not engage with counter-protesters. UCLA canceled classes Wednesday. 
Tent encampments of protesters calling on universities to stop doing business with Israel or companies they say support the war in Gaza have spread across campuses nationwide in a student movement unlike any other this century. The ensuing police crackdowns echoed actions decades ago against a much larger protest movement protesting the Vietnam War.
In Madison, a scrum broke out early Wednesday after police with shields removed all but one tent and shoved protesters. Four officers were injured, including a state trooper who was hit in the head with a skateboard, authorities said. Four were charged with battering law enforcement.

    


This is all playing out in an election year in the U.S., raising questions about whether young voters -- who are critical for Democrats -- will back President Joe Biden's reelection effort, given his staunch support of Israel. 
In rare instances, university officials and protest leaders struck agreements to restrict the disruption to campus life and upcoming commencement ceremonies.
At Brown University in Rhode Island, administrators agreed to consider a vote to divest from Israel in October -- apparently the first U.S. college to agree to such a demand.

    


The nationwide campus demonstrations began at Columbia on April 17 to protest Israel's offensive in Gaza after Hamas launched a deadly attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7. Militants killed about 1,200 people, most of them civilians, and took roughly 250 hostages. Vowing to stamp out Hamas, Israel has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, according to the Health Ministry there.
Israel and its supporters have branded the university protests antisemitic, while Israel's critics say it uses those allegations to silence opposition. Although some protesters have been caught on camera making antisemitic remarks or violent threats, organizers of the protests, some of whom are Jewish, say it is a peaceful movement aimed at defending Palestinian rights and protesting the war.
Late Tuesday, New York City police officers entered Columbia's campus and cleared an encampment, along with Hamilton Hall, where a stream of officers used a ladder to climb through a second-floor window, and police said protesters inside presented no substantial resistance. 
The demonstrators had seized the Ivy League school building about 20 hours earlier, ramping up their presence on the campus from a tent encampment that had been there for nearly two weeks. 
They encountered police clearing tents early on, as well as more than 100 arrests and threats of suspension unless they abandoned the encampment Monday. Instead, protesters took over Hamilton Hall early Tuesday.
New York City Mayor Eric Adams blamed "outside agitators" on Wednesday for leading the demonstrations and repeatedly cited the presence of a woman on Columbia's campus whose husband Adams said had been "convicted for terrorism." The woman, Nahla Al-Arian, wasn't on Columbia's campus this week and isn't among the protesters who were arrested. 
Al-Arian, a retired elementary school teacher, told The Associated Press that Adams misstated both her role in the protests and the facts about her husband, Sami Al-Arian, a prominent Palestinian activist. Nahla Al-Arian said she did go to Columbia for one day on April 25 to see the protest encampment there but left after she got tired.
Meanwhile, protest encampments elsewhere were cleared by the police, resulting in arrests, or closed up voluntarily at schools across the U.S., including The City College of New York, Fordham University in New York, Portland State in Oregon, Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, Arizona and Tulane University in New Orleans. 
___
An earlier version of this story incorrectly stated that New York City Mayor Eric Adams said a woman on Columbia's campus had been "convicted for terrorism." Adams said that about the husband of a woman who had been on campus.
___
Offenhartz and Frederick reported from New York. Associated Press journalists around the country contributed to this report, including John Antczak, Christopher L. Keller, Lisa Baumann, Cedar Attanasio, Jonathan Mattise, Stefanie Dazio, Jae C. Hong, Colleen Long, Karen Matthews, Sarah Brumfield, Carolyn Thompson, Philip Marcelo, Corey Williams and Felicia Fonseca.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinian-campus-student-protests-war-c6e5549532c85f13493daa22d0d143ac
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Police killed student outside Wisconsin school after reports of someone with a weapon, official says

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police shot and killed a Wisconsin student outside a middle school after receiving a report of someone with a weapon while class was in session, according to the state's attorney general. No one else was hurt and the student didn't get inside the building. An investigation is ongoing.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    5
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Law enforcement personnel respond to a report of a person armed with a rifle at Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The school district said a person it described as an active shooter was outside a middle school in Mount Horeb on Wednesday but the threat was ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Law enforcement personnel respond to a report of a person armed with a rifle at Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The school district said a person it described as an active shooter was outside a middle school in Mount Horeb on Wednesday but the threat was "neutralized" and no one inside the building was injured. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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Law enforcement personnel respond to a report of a person armed with a rifle at Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The school district said a person it described as an active shooter was outside a middle school in Mount Horeb on Wednesday but the threat was "neutralized" and no one inside the building was injured. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: People gather at a site designated for parent and student reunifications following a report of a armed person outside Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | People gather at a site designated for parent and student reunifications following a report of a armed person outside Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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People gather at a site designated for parent and student reunifications following a report of a armed person outside Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: Law enforcement personnel respond to a report of a person armed with a rifle at Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The school district said a person it described as an active shooter was outside a middle school in Mount Horeb on Wednesday but the threat was ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | Law enforcement personnel respond to a report of a person armed with a rifle at Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The school district said a person it described as an active shooter was outside a middle school in Mount Horeb on Wednesday but the threat was "neutralized" and no one inside the building was injured. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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Law enforcement personnel respond to a report of a person armed with a rifle at Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The school district said a person it described as an active shooter was outside a middle school in Mount Horeb on Wednesday but the threat was "neutralized" and no one inside the building was injured. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: Bystanders watch as law enforcement personnel respond to the report of a person armed with a rifle at Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The school district said a person it described as an active shooter was outside a middle school in Mount Horeb on Wednesday but the threat was ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Bystanders watch as law enforcement personnel respond to the report of a person armed with a rifle at Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The school district said a person it described as an active shooter was outside a middle school in Mount Horeb on Wednesday but the threat was "neutralized" and no one inside the building was injured. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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Bystanders watch as law enforcement personnel respond to the report of a person armed with a rifle at Mount Horeb Middle School in Mount Horeb, Wis., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The school district said a person it described as an active shooter was outside a middle school in Mount Horeb on Wednesday but the threat was "neutralized" and no one inside the building was injured. (John Hart/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)
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[image: People wait for their children outside the Mount Horeb School District bus station in Mount Horeb, Wis., where students were taken after an active shooter situation at the middle school, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Authorities said without giving details that the ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | People wait for their children outside the Mount Horeb School District bus station in Mount Horeb, Wis., where students were taken after an active shooter situation at the middle school, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Authorities said without giving details that the "alleged assailant" was harmed, and a witness said she had heard gunshots and saw dozens of children running. (AP Photo/Todd Richmond)
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People wait for their children outside the Mount Horeb School District bus station in Mount Horeb, Wis., where students were taken after an active shooter situation at the middle school, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Authorities said without giving details that the "alleged assailant" was harmed, and a witness said she had heard gunshots and saw dozens of children running. (AP Photo/Todd Richmond)
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[image: This is Associated Press reporter Todd Richmond on Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022, in Madison Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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                                        MOUNT HOREB, Wis. (AP) -- Police shot and killed a student outside a Wisconsin middle school Wednesday after receiving a report of someone with a weapon, the state's attorney general said in the first law enforcement briefing on gunshots that sent children fleeing and prompted an hourslong lockdown of local schools. 
Authorities had previously said an active shooter who never got inside the building was "neutralized" outside Mount Horeb Middle School. State Attorney General Josh Kaul told reporters Wednesday evening no one else was harmed and that an investigation is ongoing. 
"This incident took place outdoors. The subject in this case never gained entry," he said.
 Authorities described the student as a juvenile male but didn't provide an age or indicate which of the Mount Horeb district's schools he attended.
Kaul declined to answer several questions about what happened once police responded, including whether the student had fired a weapon, what type of weapon he had, and whether he tried to get inside the school. Authorities said multiple Mount Horeb officers, wearing body cameras, had fired weapons but they did not say how many. 

    


Police remained on the scene hours afterward while students were kept locked down in buildings late into the afternoon before slowly being released to relatives. 




For panicked kids and their terrified parents, it was an anxious, unsettling wait. Parents described children hiding in closets, afraid to communicate on cell phones, and one middle schooler said his class initially fled the school gym on in-line skates. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The district used Facebook posts throughout the day to give updates, with the earliest around 11:30 a.m. reporting all district schools were on lockdown. Authorities in Mount Horeb said the "alleged assailant" was the only person harmed, and witnesses described hearing gunshots and seeing dozens of children running. 

    


Several hours later, school buses remained lined up for blocks outside the middle school and police tape surrounded the middle school, the nearby high school and playing fields between both buildings.
"An initial search of the middle school has not yielded additional suspects," a post around noon said. "As importantly, we have no reports of individuals being harmed, with the exception of the alleged assailant."
Earlier, the district posted without elaborating that "the threat has been neutralized outside of the building" in Mount Horeb, a small village about 25 miles (40 kilometers) west of the state capital of Madison. 
Jeanne Keller said she heard about five gunshots while in her shop The Quilting Jeanne, just down the block from the middle school.
"It was maybe like pow-pow-pow-pow," Keller told The Associated Press by phone. "I thought it was fireworks. I went outside and saw all the children running ... I probably saw 200 children."
One middle schooler said his class was in the school gym practicing in-line skating when they heard gunshots.
Max Kelly, 12, said his teacher told the class to flee. He said they skated to a street, ditched their in-line skates and ran to a nearby convenience store and gas station and hid in a bathroom.

    


Kelly, shoeless, was reunited with his parents and sat on a hillside with them early Wednesday afternoon waiting for his younger siblings to be released from their own schools. 
"I don't think anywhere is safe anymore," said his mother, 32-year-old Alison Kelly.
Police in Mount Horeb said they could not provide information in the immediate hours afterward. The Dane County Sheriff's office directed reporters to a staging area but also provided no updates.
Anxious parents spent hours thronging a bus depot waiting for their kids. Kaul said law enforcement had been concerned about the possiblity of a continuing threat though he didn't provide more details. He said investigators sought to interview students as they were reunited with parents. 
Shannon Hurd, 44, and her former husband, Nathian Hurd, 39, sat waiting for their 13-year-old son, Noah, who was still in the locked-down school. 

    


Shannon Hurd said Noah texted her saying he loved her and she nearly fell down the stairs at her work as she rushed to the school. 
"I just want my kid," she said. "They're supposed to be safe at school."
Stacy Smith, 42, was at the bank Wednesday when she saw police cars rush by and got a text warning of an active shooter. 
She initially couldn't reach her two children -- junior Abbi and seventh-grader Cole. Finally, she reached Abbi by phone but the girl whispered she was hiding in a closet and couldn't talk. She eventually connected with both and learned they were OK. 
"Not here," she said in disbelief. "You hear about this everywhere else but not here."
Schools nationwide have sought ways to prevent mass shootings inside their walls, from physical security measures and active shooter drills to technology including detailed digital maps. Many also rely on teachers and administrators working to detect early signs of student mental health struggles.

    


Mount Horeb Area School District Superintendent Steve Salerno suggested that without recent security upgrades "this could have been a far worse tragedy." He said students immediately told school staff about seeing someone suspicious outside the building but did not elaborate. 
"It's an experience that you just pray to God every day that you just don't ever have to enter into," Salerno told reporters. 
The village is home to around 7,600 people and the central office of outdoor gear retailer Duluth Trading Company. Mount Horeb markets itself as the "troll capital of the world," a reference to carvings of trolls stationed throughout its downtown district.
___
Associated Press reporters Corey Williams in Detroit and Rick Callahan in Indianapolis contributed to this report. 
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Federal Reserve says interest rates will stay at two-decade high until inflation further cools

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Federal Reserve chair Powell says interest rates will stay at high until inflation further cools
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    [image: Federal Reserve Board Chair Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Federal Reserve on Wednesday emphasized that inflation has remained stubbornly high in recent months and said it doesn't plan to cut interest rates until it has "greater confidence" that price increases are slowing sustainably to its 2% target. 
The Fed issued its decision in a statement after its latest meeting, at which it kept its key rate at a two-decade high of roughly 5.3%. Several hotter-than-expected reports on prices and economic growth have recently undercut the Fed's belief that inflation was steadily easing. The combination of high interest rates and persistent inflation has also emerged as a potential threat to President Joe Biden's re-election bid.
"In recent months," Chair Jerome Powell said at a news conference, "inflation has shown a lack of further progress toward our 2% objective."
"It is likely that gaining greater confidence," he added, "will take longer than previously expected."

    


Powell did strike a note of optimism about inflation. Despite the recent setbacks, he said, "My expectation is that over the course of this year, we will see inflation move back down."




Wall Street traders initially cheered the prospect that the Fed will cut rates at some point this year as well as Powell's comment that the Fed isn't considering reverting to rate increases to attack inflation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think it's unlikely that the next policy rate move will be a hike," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Later, though, stock prices erased their gains and finished the day essentially unchanged from where they were before Powell's news conference.
Still, Powell sketched out a series of potential scenarios for the months ahead. He said that if hiring stayed strong and "inflation is moving sideways," that "would be a case in which it would be appropriate to hold off on rate cuts."
But if inflation continued to cool -- or if unemployment rose unexpectedly -- Powell said the Fed would likely be able to reduce its benchmark rate. Cuts would, over time, bring down the cost of mortgages, auto loans, and other consumer and business borrowing. 

    


Those comments were "a signal that the (Fed) is a lot less confident that they know how policies are going to unfold over the course of this year," said Jonathan Pingle, an economist at UBS. "We were all sort of hoping for an update on the committee's path forward. And instead what we got was, 'We're really not confident enough to tell you what our path forward is going to be.' "
The central bank's overarching message Wednesday -- that more evidence is needed that inflation is slowing to the Fed's target level before the policymakers would begin cutting rates -- reflects an abrupt shift. As recently as their last meeting on March 20, the officials had projected three rate reductions in 2024, likely starting in June. 
But given the persistence of elevated inflation, financial markets now expect just one rate cut this year, in November, according to futures prices tracked by CME FedWatch.
The Fed's warier outlook stems from three months of data that pointed to chronic inflation pressures and robust consumer spending. Inflation has cooled from a peak of 7.1%, according to the Fed's preferred measure, to 2.7%, as supply chains have eased and the cost of some goods has actually declined.

    


Average prices, though, remain well above their pre-pandemic levels, and the costs of services ranging from apartment rents and health care to restaurant meals and auto insurance continue to surge. With the presidential election six months away, many Americans have expressed discontent with the economy, notably over the pace of price increases.
On Wednesday, the Fed announced that it would slow the pace at which it's unwinding one of its biggest COVID-era policies: Its purchase of several trillion dollars in Treasury securities and mortgage-backed bonds, an effort to stabilize financial markets and keep longer-term rates low.
The Fed is now allowing $95 billion of those securities to mature each month, without replacing them. Its holdings have fallen to about $7.4 trillion, down from $8.9 trillion in June 2022, when it began reducing them. On Wednesday, the Fed said it would, in June, reduce its holdings at a slower pace.

    


Instead of allowing $60 billion in Treasuries to roll off each month, it will allow just $25 billion. At the same time, it will continue letting $35 billion in mortgage-backed bonds mature each month. 
By cutting back its holdings, the Fed could contribute to keeping longer-term rates, including mortgage rates, higher than they would be otherwise. That's because as it reduces its bond holdings, other buyers will have to buy the securities instead, and rates might have to rise to attract the needed buyers. 
The U.S. economy is healthier and hiring stronger than most economists thought it would be at this point. The unemployment rate has remained below 4% for more than two years, the longest such streak since the 1960s. And while economic growth reached just a 1.6% annual pace in the first three months of this year, consumer spending grew at a robust pace, a sign that the economy will keep expanding. 

    


He also downplayed any concerns that the economy might be at risk of sliding into "stagflation" -- a toxic combination of weak growth, high unemployment and elevated inflation that afflicted the United States during the 1970s.
"I was around for stagflation," Powell said, "and it was 10% unemployment, it was high-single-digit inflation. And very slow growth. Right now, we have 3% growth which is pretty solid growth, I would say, by any measure. And we have inflation running under 3%. ...I don't see the 'stag' or the 'flation,' actually."
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Appeals court rejects climate change lawsuit by young Oregon activists against US government
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- A federal appeals court panel on Wednesday rejected a long-running lawsuit brought by young Oregon-based climate activists who argued that the U.S. government's role in climate change violated their constitutional rights.
The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals previously ordered the case dismissed in 2020, saying that the job of determining the nation's climate policies should fall to politicians, not judges. But U.S. District Judge Ann Aiken in Eugene, Oregon, instead allowed the activists to amend their lawsuit and last year ruled the case could go to trial.
Acting on a request from the Biden administration, a three-judge 9th Circuit panel issued an order Wednesday requiring Aiken to dismiss the case, and she did. Julia Olson, an attorney with Our Children's Trust, the nonprofit law firm representing the activists, said they were considering asking the 9th Circuit to rehear the matter with a larger slate of judges.

    


"I have been pleading for my government to hear our case since I was ten years old, and I am now nearly 19," one of the activists, Avery McRae, said in a news release issued by the law firm. "A functioning democracy would not make a child beg for their rights to be protected in the courts, just to be ignored nearly a decade later. I am fed up with the continuous attempts to squash this case and silence our voices."




The case -- called Juliana v. United States after one of the plaintiffs, Kelsey Juliana -- has been closely watched since it was filed in 2015. The 21 plaintiffs, who were between the ages of 8 and 18 at the time, said they have a constitutional right to a climate that sustains life. The U.S. government's actions encouraging a fossil fuel economy, despite scientific warnings about global warming, is unconstitutional, they argued.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The lawsuit was challenged repeatedly by the Obama, Trump and Biden administrations, whose lawyers argued the lawsuit sought to direct federal environmental and energy policies through the courts instead of through the political process. At one point in 2018, a trial was halted by U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts just days before it was to begin.

    


Another climate lawsuit brought by young people was successful: Early this year the Montana Supreme Court upheld a landmark decision requiring regulators to consider the effects of greenhouse gas emissions before issuing permits for fossil fuel development.
That case was also brought by Our Children's Trust, which has filed climate lawsuits in every state on behalf of young plaintiffs since 2010.
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Arizona lawmakers vote to undo near-total abortion ban from 1864, with Gov. Hobbs expected to sign

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Arizona Legislature has approved a repeal of a long-dormant ban on nearly all abortions. The vote to undo the 19th century law will send the bill to Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs.
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[image: Anti-abortion supporters stand outside the Capitol, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Shawnna Bolick, R-District 2, speaks, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: FILE - Pro-life demonstrators walk in the front of the Arizona Capitol prior to the vote on the proposed repeal of the state's near-total ban on abortions prior to winning approval from the state House on, April 24, 2024, in Phoenix. Democrats at the Arizona Legislature are expected to make a final push Wednesday, May 1, to repeal the state's long-dormant ban on nearly all abortions that a court said can be enforced. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Arizona Senate building at the state Capitol stands, April 11, 2024, in Phoenix. Democrats at the Arizona Legislature are expected to make a final push Wednesday, May 1, to repeal the state's long-dormant ban on nearly all abortions that a court said can be enforced. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- The Arizona Legislature approved a repeal of a long-dormant ban on nearly all abortions Wednesday, sending the bill to Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs, who is expected to sign it.
Two Republicans joined with Democrats in the Senate on the 16-14 vote in favor of repealing a Civil War-era ban on abortions that the state's highest court recently allowed to take effect. The ban on all abortions -- which provides no exceptions for survivors of rape or incest, and only allows for procedures done to save a patient's life -- would still be active until the fall. 
Hobbs said in a statement that she looks forward to quickly signing the repeal, with a ceremony scheduled for Thursday.
"Arizona women should not have to live in a state where politicians make decisions that should be between a woman and her doctor," Hobbs said. "While this repeal is essential for protecting women's lives, it is just the beginning of our fight to protect reproductive healthcare."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Arizona lawmakers vote to undo near-total abortion ban from 1864, with Gov. Hobbs expected to sign.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Mike Hempen reports on a vote by state lawmakers on Arizona's abortion ban.

    


    


The revival of the 19th century law has put Republicans on the defensive in Arizona, one of a handful of battleground states that will decide the next president.




"Across the country, women are living in a state of chaos and cruelty caused by Donald Trump," Vice President Kamala Harris said in a statement on Wednesday. "While Arizona Democrats have worked to clean up the devastating mess created by Trump and his extremist allies, the state's existing ban, with no exception for rape or incest, remains in effect."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

If the repeal bill is signed, a 2022 statute banning the procedure after 15 weeks of pregnancy would become Arizona's prevailing abortion law. Still, there would likely be a period when nearly all abortions would be outlawed, because the repeal won't take effect until 90 days after the end of the legislative session, likely in June or July.
Within hours after the vote, efforts were already under way to prevent the older abortion ban from taking effect before the repeal becomes a reality.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


"Without an emergency clause that would allow the repeal to take effect immediately, the people of Arizona may still be subjected to the near-total abortion ban for a period of time this year," Arizona state Attorney General Kris Mayes said. "Rest assured, my office is exploring every option available to prevent this outrageous 160-year-old law from ever taking effect."
Planned Parenthood Arizona announced it filed a motion Wednesday afternoon asking the state Supreme Court to prevent a pause in abortion services until the Legislature's repeal takes effect.
The near-total ban on abortions predates Arizona's statehood. In a ruling last month, the Arizona Supreme Court suggested doctors could be prosecuted under the 1864 law, which says that anyone who assists in an abortion can be sentenced to two to five years in prison. Then, last week, the repeal bill narrowly cleared the Arizona House.
Voting on the bill stretched more than an hour on Wednesday, amid impassioned speeches.
"This is about the Civil War-era ban that criminalizes doctors and makes virtually all abortions illegal," said Democratic state Sen. Eva Burch. "We're here to repeal a bad law. I don't want us honoring laws about women written during a time when women were forbidden from voting because their voices were considered inferior to men."

    


Burch made public on the Senate floor in March that she had a non-viable pregnancy and was going to have an abortion. She warned supporters of reproductive rights on Wednesday that they could not yet rest easy, even after the repeal is signed.
"They are going to use every tool in the toolbox to try to do whatever it is they can to interfere with the repeal of this ban," she said.
There were numerous disruptions from people in Senate gallery, as Republican state Sen. Shawnna Bolick explained her vote in favor of repeal, joining with Democrats.
Bolick appeared to argue that a repeal would guard against extreme ballot initiatives from abortion rights advocates. She is married to state Supreme Court Justice Clint Bolick, who voted to allow a 1864 law on abortion to be enforced again.

    


"I want to protect our state constitution from unlimited abortions," the senator said. "I am here to protect more babies. I vote aye."
Advocates on both sides of the abortion issue flocked to the Arizona Senate to vocalize their views.
A school-age girl kneeled in prayer in front of a statue of the Virgin Mary, while a man with a megaphone shouted at passersby to repent.
Former President Donald Trump, who has warned that the issue could lead to Republican losses, has avoided endorsing a national abortion ban but said he's proud to have appointed the Supreme Court justices who allowed states to outlaw it.
The Arizona law had been blocked since the U.S. Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision guaranteed the constitutional right to an abortion nationwide.

    


When Roe v. Wade was overturned in June 2022 though, then-Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich, a Republican, persuaded a state judge that the 1864 ban could again be enforced. Still, the law hasn't actually been enforced while the case was making its way through the courts. Mayes, who succeeded Brnovich, urged the state's high court against reviving the law.
Planned Parenthood officials have said they will reinforce networks that help patients travel out of state to access abortion in places like New Mexico and California.
Advocates are collecting signatures for a ballot measure allowing abortions until a fetus could survive outside the womb, typically around 24 weeks, with exceptions -- to save the parent's life, or to protect her physical or mental health.
Republican lawmakers, in turn, are considering putting one or more competing abortion proposals on the November ballot.
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Trump calls judge 'crooked' after facing a warning of jail time if he violates a trial gag order

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Donald Trump returned briefly to the campaign trail and called the judge presiding over his hush money trial "crooked" a day after he was held in contempt of court and threatened with jail time for violating a gag order. Trump also urged college presidents to remove encampments and 'vanquish the radicals.'
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    [image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Freeland, Mich., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Waukesha County Expo Center in Waukesha, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump reacts after speaking at a campaign rally in Freeland, Mich., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)]
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                                        FREELAND, Mich. (AP) -- Donald Trump returned briefly to the campaign trail Wednesday and called the judge presiding over his hush money trial "crooked" a day after he was held in contempt of court and threatened with jail time for violating a gag order.
Trump's remarks at events in the battleground states of Wisconsin and Michigan were being closely watched after he received a $9,000 fine for making public statements about people connected to the criminal case. In imposing the fine for posts on Trump's Truth Social account and campaign website, Judge Juan M. Merchan said that if Trump continued to violate his orders, he would "impose an incarceratory punishment."
"There is no crime. I have a crooked judge. He's a totally conflicted judge," Trump said speaking to supporters at an event in Waukesha, Wisconsin, claiming again that this and other cases against him are led by the White House to undermine his campaign. 





    


The former president is trying to achieve a balancing act unprecedented in American history by running for a second term as the presumptive Republican nominee while also fighting felony charges in New York. Trump frequently goes after Merchan, prosecutors and potential witnesses at his rallies and on social media, attack lines that play well with his supporters but that have potentially put him in further legal jeopardy.
Later at a rally in Freeland, Michigan, he said he was being forced to spend days in a "kangaroo court room," and claimed without evidence the district attorney was taking orders from the Biden administration.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I've got to do two of these things a day. You know why? Because I'm in New York all the time with the Biden trial," he said. "It's a fake trial. They do it to try and take your powers away, try and take your candidate away." 
Even before the hush money trial got underway on April 15, Trump has held just a handful of public campaign events since becoming his party's presumptive nominee in March.

    


The gag order bars him from making public statements about witnesses, jurors and some others connected to his hush money case. Trump is still free to criticize the judge and the district attorney.
Trump insists he is merely exercising his free speech rights, but the offending posts from his Truth Social account and campaign website were taken down. Merchan is weighing other alleged gag-order violations and will hear arguments on Thursday. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Trump returns to his campaign facing a warning of jail time if he violates a trial gag order.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports Donald Trump is on the campaign trail today, instead of in court. 

    

Attendees agreed he is being unfairly prosecuted, contending the trial and gag order were designed to distract him .
"It's a trial looking for a crime," said Ray Hanson, of Hartford. Hanson said he expected Trump's lawyers would "keep him in line" so he doesn't violate the gag order, as much as he likely wants to talk about the trial.
Manhattan prosecutors have argued Trump and his associates took part in an illegal scheme to influence the 2016 presidential campaign by purchasing and then burying negative stories. He has pleaded not guilty.
Trump's visits to Wisconsin and Michigan mark his second trip to the swing states in just a month. For the previous rallies, the former president largely focused on immigration, referring to people who are in the U.S. illegally and who are suspected of crimes as "animals." 

    


Meanwhile, Democrats are hoping to remind voters ahead of these visits about Trump's position on abortion, which Trump has been openly concerned about being a political liability for him and Republicans.
Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan met on Wednesday with half a dozen women, including a family doctor, and warned that a second Trump term would threaten abortion rights even in her state, which enshrined those rights in its state constitution after the Supreme Court overturned national rights to the procedure.
Whitmer appeared with the women at a bookstore in Flint surrounded by signs that read "Stop Trump's Attacks on Health Care" and "Stop Trump's Abortion Ban." She told reporters not to believe Trump's contention in a Time Magazine interview that Republicans would never have enough votes in the U.S. Senate to pass a national abortion ban.

    


"We cannot trust anything that Donald Trump says when it comes to abortion. So no one should take any comfort in the fact that, yes, he wants an abortion ban, but he won't get it because he doesn't think we'll have 60 votes in the Senate. Baloney," she said.
Wisconsin and Michigan are among a handful of battleground states expected to decide the 2024 election.
For Trump to win both states, he must do well in suburban areas like the areas outside of Milwaukee and Saginaw, Michigan, where he visited Wednesday. He underperformed in suburban areas during this year's primary even as he dominated the Republican field overall. 
Trump has repeatedly falsely said that the 2020 election was stolen from him. Trump's losses in battleground states in 2020 have withstood recounts, audits and reviews by the Justice Department and outside observers. 

    


In an interview Wednesday with the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Trump did not commit to accepting the results of the 2024 election.
"If everything's honest, I'll gladly accept the results. I don't change on that," Trump said. "If it's not, you have to fight for the right of the country."
___
Gomez Licon reported from Miami, and Bauer reported from Waukesha, Wis.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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Florida's 6-week abortion ban takes effect as doctors worry women will lose access to health care

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Florida's ban on abortions after six weeks of pregnancy, before many women even know they are pregnant, goes into effect Wednesday. Some doctors are concerned that women in the state will no longer have access to needed health care. (AP Video: Daniel Kozin)
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    [image: Dr. Leah Roberts, a reproductive endocrinologist-fertility specialist, discusses Florida's six-week abortion ban, which took effect Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in her office and laboratory in Boca Raton, Fla., Tuesday, April 29. (AP Photo/Daniel Kozin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Dr. Leah Roberts, a reproductive endocrinologist-fertility specialist, discusses Florida's six-week abortion ban, which took effect Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in her office and laboratory in Boca Raton, Fla., Tuesday, April 29. (AP Photo/Daniel Kozin)
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Dr. Leah Roberts, a reproductive endocrinologist-fertility specialist, discusses Florida's six-week abortion ban, which took effect Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in her office and laboratory in Boca Raton, Fla., Tuesday, April 29. (AP Photo/Daniel Kozin)
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[image: Dr. Leah Roberts, a reproductive endocrinologist-fertility specialist, looks through a microscope while discussing Florida's six-week abortion ban, which took effect Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in her office and laboratory in Boca Raton, Fla., Tuesday, April 29. (AP Photo/Daniel Kozin)]
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[image: Dr. Leah Roberts, a reproductive endocrinologist-fertility specialist, discusses Florida's six-week abortion ban, which took effect Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in her office and laboratory in Boca Raton, Fla., Tuesday, April 29. (AP Photo/Daniel Kozin)]
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[image: FILE - Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis answers questions from the media, March 7, 2023, at the state Capitol in Tallahassee, Fla. Florida's ban on abortions after six weeks of pregnancy, before many women even know they are pregnant, went into effect Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The Florida Supreme Court, with five of its seven members appointed by DeSantis, ruled 6-1 last month to uphold the state's ban on most abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy, which cleared the way for the six-week ban. (AP Photo/Phil Sears, File)]
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                                        BOCA RATON, Fla. (AP) -- Florida's ban on most abortions after six weeks of pregnancy, before many women even know they are pregnant, went into effect Wednesday, and some doctors are concerned that women in the state will no longer have access to needed health care.
The start of the new ban also brought Vice President Kamala Harris to Jacksonville, where she said the abortion ban is a direct result of former President Donald Trump appointing three of the six U.S. Supreme Court justices who voted nearly two years ago to overturn the longstanding precedent that protected abortion access.
"And now, in states across our nation, extremists have proposed and passed laws that criminalize doctors, punish women," Harris said. "Laws that threaten doctors and nurses with prison time, even for life, simply for providing reproductive care. Laws that make no exception for rape or incest, even reviving laws from the 1800s."

    


Dr. Leah Roberts, a reproductive endocrinologist and fertility specialist with Boca Fertility in Boca Raton, said the anti-abortion laws being enacted by Florida and other red states are being vaguely written by people who don't understand medical science. The rules are affecting not just women who want therapeutic abortions, meaning procedures to terminate viable pregnancies because of personal choice, but also nonviable pregnancies for women who want to have babies.




"We're coming in between them and their doctors and preventing them from getting care until it's literally saving their lives, sometimes at the expense of their fertility," Roberts said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new ban has an exception for saving a woman's life, as well as in cases involving rape and incest. But Roberts said health care workers are still prevented from performing an abortion on a nonviable pregnancy that they know may become deadly -- such as when the fetus is missing organs or implanted outside the uterus -- until it actually becomes deadly.

    


"We're being told that we have to wait until the mother is septic to be able to intervene," Roberts said.
Besides the physical danger, there is also the psychological trauma of having to carry a fetus that the mother knows will never be a healthy baby, Roberts said.
"They're feeling the kicks for months after they're being told that they're never going to have a live birth," Roberts said. "And it's just horrifying when you could take care of it at 20 weeks, and they could move on, and they could get pregnant with their next pregnancy and be able to hold their babies that much sooner."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Florida's 6-week abortion ban takes effect as doctors worry women will lose access to health care.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on Florida's new abortion ban.

    

The Biden campaign quickly placed blame for the "extreme" six-week ban on former President Donald Trump.
"Trump is worried the voters will hold him accountable for the cruelty and chaos he created. He's right. Trump ripped away the rights and freedom of women in America. This November, voters are going to teach him a valuable lesson: Don't mess with the women of America," President Joe Biden said in a statement about the new abortion ban.
During her Jacksonville speech, Harris said November's election is about the fundamental freedom to make decisions about one's own body and not have their government tell women what they are supposed to do.

    


"Because of Donald Trump, more than 20 states have abortion bans," Harris said. "And today, this very day, at the stroke of midnight, another Trump abortion ban went into effect here in Florida. As of this morning, 4 million women in this state woke up with fewer reproductive freedoms than they had last night."
Roberts said a huge issue with the ban is that the doctors who perform emergency abortions have to learn the procedures by performing therapeutic abortions. So if most abortions are banned, the next generation of doctors won't be able to develop the skills needed to perform an emergency abortion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Roberts said she is concerned the restrictions will also prompt veteran doctors to leave Florida, as they have in other states that have enacted abortion bans.
"We're going to have less access to care for our general population, even if it's just basic maternity care and normal OB-GYN care, because people are leaving," Roberts said. 

    


In addition, women are going to have to travel far from home to get abortions. Florida Access Network executive director Stephanie Pineiro said the organization, which helps provide funding for abortions, expects costs to increase dramatically. She estimates it will cost around $3,000 for a woman to travel to another state for an abortion. The closest place after 12 weeks would be Virginia or Illinois, but before 12 weeks would be North Carolina.
"It's very emotionally draining and challenging to deal with these types of barriers and have to leave your home," Pineiro said. 
The Florida Supreme Court, with five of its seven members appointed by Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, ruled 6-1 last month to uphold the state's ban on most abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy, which cleared the way for the six-week ban. The 15-week ban, signed by DeSantis in 2022, had been enforced while it was challenged in court. The six-week ban, passed by the Legislature a year later, was written so that it would not take effect until a month after the 2022 law was upheld.

    


Republican state Sen. Erin Grall, who sponsored the six-week ban, previously said bodily autonomy should not include abortions.
"We live in a time where the consequences of our actions are an afterthought and convenience has been substitution for responsibility," Grall said, "and this is unacceptable when it comes to the protection of the most vulnerable."
Voters may be able to enshrine abortion rights in Florida's constitution after a separate state Supreme Court ruling allowed a proposed constitutional amendment to be on the November ballot. The proposal says, "no law shall prohibit, penalize, delay, or restrict abortion before viability or when necessary to protect the patient's health, as determined by the patient's healthcare provider." It provides for one exception that is already in the state constitution: Parents must be notified before their minor children can get an abortion.
Florida Democrats hope young voters would vote to enshrine abortion rights, as a way to combat the 900,000 voter registration edge Republicans have over Democrats in the state. They hope moderate views of the ballot initiative will turn out younger voters to vote Democrat when faced with the binary choice between a six-week abortion ban or protecting abortion until viability.
Jayden D'Onofrio, chairman of the Florida Future Leaders political action committee, said young Florida voters have a "real opportunity to shape the electoral landscape." Being that abortion rights have prevailed in elections nationwide, he thinks that Florida can engage young voters to register and vote for Democrats.
Nathan Mitchell, president of Florida Atlantic University College Republicans, said he would support a total abortion ban, and he hopes the amendment doesn't pass. Mitchell said he's seen most people want restrictions on abortion, usually for bans within 10 to 15 weeks of gestation.
Most Republican-controlled states have adopted bans or restrictions on abortions since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June 2022. A survey of abortion providers conducted for the Society of Family Planning, which advocates for abortion access, found that Florida had the second-largest increase in the total number of abortions provided since the decision. The state's data shows that more than 7,700 women from other states received abortions in Florida in 2023.
Florida Democratic leaders are encouraging women to seek help from abortion funds and resources. On Tuesday, Senate Minority Leader Lauren Book encouraged women to access abortion travel funds and urged them to avoid "taking matters into your own hands."
___
Matat reported from West Palm Beach, Florida. Nancy Benac contributed to this report from Washington.
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A retired teacher saw inspiration in Columbia's protests. Eric Adams called her an outside agitator
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    [image: Nahla Al-Arian visits the pro-Palestinian protesters encampment on the campus of Columbia University, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in New York. (Laila Al-Arian via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | Nahla Al-Arian visits the pro-Palestinian protesters encampment on the campus of Columbia University, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in New York. (Laila Al-Arian via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference at City Hall, Dec. 12, 2023, in New York. Before police officers poured into Columbia University on Tuesday night, April 30, 2024, arresting more than 100 people as they cleared an occupied school building and tent encampment, Adams received a piece of intelligence he said shifted his thinking about the campus demonstrations over the war in Gaza. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Former University of South Florida professor Sami Al-Arian is seen, Jan. 16, 2009, outside federal court in Alexandria, Va. Nahla Al-Arian told The Associated Press on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, that New York City Mayor Eric Adams had misstated both her role in the Columbia University protests and the facts about her husband, Sami Al-Arian, a former computer engineering professor and prominent Palestinian activist. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | FILE - Former University of South Florida professor Sami Al-Arian is seen, Jan. 16, 2009, outside federal court in Alexandria, Va. Nahla Al-Arian told The Associated Press on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, that New York City Mayor Eric Adams had misstated both her role in the Columbia University protests and the facts about her husband, Sami Al-Arian, a former computer engineering professor and prominent Palestinian activist. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf, File)
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)
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[image: Pro Palestinian students lock arms, sing and chant as they braced for New York Police Department officers to raid campus after Columbia University President Minouche Shafik called on the NYPD to dismantle encampments and remove individuals from Hamilton Hall, Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | Pro Palestinian students lock arms, sing and chant as they braced for New York Police Department officers to raid campus after Columbia University President Minouche Shafik called on the NYPD to dismantle encampments and remove individuals from Hamilton Hall, Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. (Seyma Bayram via AP)
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[image: Pro-Palestianian protesters gather near a main gate at Columbia University in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, just before New York City police officers cleared the area after a building was taken over by protesters earlier in the day. The building and a tent encampment were cleared during the operation. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | Pro-Palestianian protesters gather near a main gate at Columbia University in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, just before New York City police officers cleared the area after a building was taken over by protesters earlier in the day. The building and a tent encampment were cleared during the operation. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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    [image: Nahla Al-Arian visits the pro-Palestinian protesters encampment on the campus of Columbia University, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in New York. (Laila Al-Arian via AP)]
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[image: FILE - New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference at City Hall, Dec. 12, 2023, in New York. Before police officers poured into Columbia University on Tuesday night, April 30, 2024, arresting more than 100 people as they cleared an occupied school building and tent encampment, Adams received a piece of intelligence he said shifted his thinking about the campus demonstrations over the war in Gaza. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Former University of South Florida professor Sami Al-Arian is seen, Jan. 16, 2009, outside federal court in Alexandria, Va. Nahla Al-Arian told The Associated Press on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, that New York City Mayor Eric Adams had misstated both her role in the Columbia University protests and the facts about her husband, Sami Al-Arian, a former computer engineering professor and prominent Palestinian activist. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf, File)]
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[image: Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6
Officers with the New York Police Department stand outside Columbia University's Hamilton Hall as they disperse Pro-Palestine students and protestors occupying Hamilton Hall on Tuesday evening, April 30, 2024 in New York. Members of the occupation took over Hamilton Hall in the early hours of Tuesday morning. (Seyma Bayram via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pro Palestinian students lock arms, sing and chant as they braced for New York Police Department officers to raid campus after Columbia University President Minouche Shafik called on the NYPD to dismantle encampments and remove individuals from Hamilton Hall, Tuesday, April 30, 2024 in New York. (Seyma Bayram via AP)]
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[image: Pro-Palestianian protesters gather near a main gate at Columbia University in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, just before New York City police officers cleared the area after a building was taken over by protesters earlier in the day. The building and a tent encampment were cleared during the operation. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
Pro-Palestianian protesters gather near a main gate at Columbia University in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, just before New York City police officers cleared the area after a building was taken over by protesters earlier in the day. The building and a tent encampment were cleared during the operation. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By JAKE OFFENHARTZ

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Before police officers poured into Columbia University on Tuesday night, arresting more than 100 people as they cleared an occupied school building and tent encampment, New York City Mayor Eric Adams said he received a piece of intelligence that shifted his thinking about the campus demonstrations over the war in Gaza.
"Outside agitators" working to "radicalize our children" were leading students into more extreme tactics, the mayor said. And one of them, Adams said repeatedly in media appearances Wednesday morning, was a woman whose husband was "convicted for terrorism."
But the woman referenced by the mayor wasn't on Columbia's campus this week, isn't among the protesters who were arrested and has not been accused of any crime.
Nahla Al-Arian, 63, told The Associated Press on Wednesday that Adams had misstated both her role in the protests and the facts about her husband, Sami Al-Arian, a former computer engineering professor and prominent Palestinian activist.

    


He was arrested in 2003 on charges of supporting the Palestinian Islamic Jihad group in the 1980s and 1990s, but a jury declined to convict him of any charges. The complicated case remained in legal limbo for years, even after he took a plea deal on a lesser charge that his family said he accepted to get out of jail and end their suffering. He was deported to Turkey in 2015, ending a case seen by some as an example of excessive government overreach.

    
    What to know about student protests

	What's happening: Student protests over the Israel-Hamas war have popped up at many college campuses following the arrest of demonstrators in April at Columbia University.
	Why: The students are protesting the war's death toll and are calling for universities to separate themselves from any companies that are advancing Israel's military efforts in Gaza.
	Now: See the latest updates on protests on college campuses across the U.S.
	On campus: As students around the country protest, student journalists are covering their peers in a moment of uncertainty.




    



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A retired elementary school teacher, Nahla Al-Arian said she did go to Columbia -- but not to teach anyone about civil disobedience.
"The whole thing is a distraction because they are very scared that the young Americans are aware for the first time of what's going on in Palestine," Nahla Al-Arian said. "They are the ones who influenced me. They are the ones who gave me hope that at last the Palestinian people can get some justice."





    


Law enforcement officials have long sought to discredit protests by invoking the specter of "outside agitators," dating back to the Civil Rights movement. Police officials in New York made similar claims during the demonstrations that erupted across the city after the death of George Floyd in 2020, at times labeling peaceful marches led by neighborhood activists as the work of violent outside extremists.
Nahla Al-Arian said she has lost dozens of relatives to Israeli airstrikes in recent months and wanted to see the encampment up close, so she stopped by briefly on April 25 while visiting New York City on an unrelated trip with her two daughters. She said she sat briefly on the lawn but did not speak directly with any protesters, whom she described as "busy and beautiful." 
"I sat and I felt happy to see those students fighting for justice for the oppressed people in Palestine," she recalled. "Then I was tired, so I left."
It was a photo of her kneeling alone beside a tent, taken by her daughter and shared on X by her husband, that quickly stoked allegations of a terrorism link to the protest. 
The claim was parroted by right-wing social media accounts, including Libs of TikTok. One post that racked up over 1 million views on X erroneously said the woman might have been among protesters as police entered the campus. The post cited City Hall sources and has since been deleted. 

    


But the claim spread widely, fueling a narrative -- vehemently disputed by student organizers -- that Columbia's pro-Palestinian movement has been co-opted by external forces.
In an appearance Wednesday on "CBS Mornings," Adams, a Democrat, said that the NYPD's intelligence division had identified people among the protesters "who were professionals, well-trained. One of them was married to someone that was arrested for terrorism." Pressed for details, he declined to name the woman, but suggested reporters could figure it out by looking at social media.
Speaking on MSNBC's "Morning Joe," Adams also said his suspicions about external influences on the students had been confirmed after police identified a woman in the protest "organization" whose "husband was arrested for and convicted for terrorism on a federal level." At a news conference later in the day, Adams suggested that Columbia students had been taught by outsiders how to barricade themselves to repel police attempts to remove them, saying, "These are all skills that are taught and learned."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Police declined to provide details about what groups may have been involved or to say how many of the 109 people arrested at Columbia Tuesday night were not connected to the university. Even before the students entered Hamilton Hall, police officials claimed, without providing evidence, that an outside group was helping to fund and organize the encampment.
Students at Columbia have been open about the fact that they count outside community members among their movement. But organizers maintain their actions have been led by students, some of whom said they had closely studied tactics used by those who took over several university buildings in 1968 to protest the Vietnam War and racism.

    


In a statement, the group behind the encampment, Columbia University Apartheid Divest, defended its right "to include people from outside the Ivy League or the ivory tower in this global movement."
"'Outside agitator' is a far right smear used to discredit coalition building and anti racism," the statement continued.

    
        
            
                
    
    


     


    
        
    



            

        

    

Laila Al-Arian, a journalist who joined her mother at the encampment on April 25, said the mayor's comments dredged up painful memories of her father's years-long legal battle, which included lengthy time spent in solitary confinement. Adams, she said, "was appealing to people's most base racist instincts" to treat Muslims as dangerous outsiders.
"My mother wanted to see this beautiful act of solidarity up close," she added. "For people to use my father to smear these students, who may not have even been alive when all of this was happening, is shameful in so many ways."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/columbia-protests-eric-adams-outsiders-5319fdf36599295a3840d77c69458b57
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Blinken presses Hamas to seal cease-fire with Israel, says 'the time is now' for a deal

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has met with Israeli leaders in his push for a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas to impress on them that "the time is now" for an agreement that would free hostages and bring a pause in the nearly seven months of war.
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            Blinken presses Hamas to seal cease-fire with Israel, AP Explains

        
        
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has met with Israeli leaders in his push for a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas to impress on them that "the time is now" for an agreement that would free hostages and bring a pause in the nearly seven months of war.
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has met with Israeli leaders in his push for a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas to impress on them that "the time is now" for an agreement that would free hostages and bring a pause in the nearly seven months of war.
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            Blinken meets Israeli PM Netanyahu in Jerusalem

        
        
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem on Wednesday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Blinken meets Israeli PM Netanyahu in Jerusalem
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem on Wednesday.
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            Blinken tells Israeli hostage families 'strong proposal on the table', urges Hamas to accept it

        
        
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with relatives of hostages outside the Kempinski Hotel in Tel Aviv before he left for Jerusalem on Wednesday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Blinken tells Israeli hostage families 'strong proposal on the table', urges Hamas to accept it
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with relatives of hostages outside the Kempinski Hotel in Tel Aviv before he left for Jerusalem on Wednesday.
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            Blinken meets Israeli President Herzog in Tel Aviv

        
        
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met Israeli President Isaac Herzog on Wednesday amid a renewed push for a cease-fire in Gaza.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Blinken meets Israeli President Herzog in Tel Aviv
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met Israeli President Isaac Herzog on Wednesday amid a renewed push for a cease-fire in Gaza.
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            Grandmother mourns after Israeli airstrike hits house in Rafah, killing at least 2 children

        
        
            Grief stricken grandmother Fayza Abu Shanab tries to make sense of her loss after an Israeli airstrike hit a house in central Rafah late Tuesday, killing at least two children. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh, production by Wafaa Shurafa)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Grandmother mourns after Israeli airstrike hits house in Rafah, killing at least 2 children
Grief stricken grandmother Fayza Abu Shanab tries to make sense of her loss after an Israeli airstrike hit a house in central Rafah late Tuesday, killing at least two children. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh, production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Blinken visits Kibbutz Nir Oz in southern Israel which was attacked by Hamas

        
        
            U.S Secretary of State Antony Blinken visited Kibbutz Nir Oz on Wednesday - one of more than 20 towns and villages in southern Israel that were scorched and shattered in the October 7 Hamas attack


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Blinken visits Kibbutz Nir Oz in southern Israel which was attacked by Hamas
U.S Secretary of State Antony Blinken visited Kibbutz Nir Oz on Wednesday - one of more than 20 towns and villages in southern Israel that were scorched and shattered in the October 7 Hamas attack
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            Palestinians in south Gaza support cease-fire between Israel and Hamas

        
        
            Palestinians in south Gaza expressed expressed cautious optimism on Wednesday a cease-fire deal would be reached between Israel and Hamas in the latest round of talks. U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with Israeli leaders on Wednesday in his push for a cease-fire deal, saying "the time is now" for an agreement that would free hostages and bring a pause in the nearly seven months of war in Gaza. AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh, Production by Wafaa Shurafa
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    [image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Israeli President Isaac Herzog talk during their meeting in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Israeli President Isaac Herzog shake hands during their meeting in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: FILE - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends a press conference in the Kirya military base in Tel Aviv, Israel on Oct. 28, 2023. Netanyahu pledged Tuesday, April 30 to launch an incursion into the southern Gaza city of Rafah, where hundreds of thousands of Palestinians are sheltering from the almost 7-month-long war, just as cease-fire negotiations between Israel and Hamas appear to be gaining steam. (Abir Sultan/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: A woman holds a banner and shouts slogans with families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza during a protest calling for their return, outside a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: Families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold banners and flags during a protest calling for their return, outside a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: Families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold banners and flags during a protest calling for their return, outside a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: A woman holds a banner with families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza during a protest calling for their return, outside a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: Families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold banners and flags during a protest calling for their return, outside a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to the media at the port of Ashdod, in Ashdod, Israel, Wednesday May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold banners and shut slogans during a protest calling for their return, outside a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken walks with Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, right, at the Kerem Shalom border crossing in Kerem Shalom, Israel, Wednesday May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Israeli troops walk in the Gaza Strip, seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: An Israeli soldier holds a machine gun near the Israeli-Gaza border in southern Israel before he enters Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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An Israeli soldier holds a machine gun near the Israeli-Gaza border in southern Israel before he enters Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israeli soldiers gather near the Israeli-Gaza border in southern Israel before they enter Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli soldiers gather near the Israeli-Gaza border in southern Israel before they enter Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israeli soldiers are seen at a staging ground near the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken hiked up pressure on Hamas on Wednesday to accept the latest proposal for a cease-fire with Israel, saying the "time is now" for an agreement that would free hostages and pause the nearly seven months of war in Gaza.
But a key sticking point appeared to remain -- whether the deal would completely end Israel's offensive as Hamas has demanded.
Blinken met with Israeli leaders throughout the day on the last stop of his seventh visit to the region since the war erupted in October, trying to push through what has been an elusive deal between Israel and Hamas. The U.S. and fellow mediators Egypt and Qatar hope to avert an Israeli offensive into the southern Gaza town of Rafah, where some 1.4 million Palestinians are sheltering.
Throughout months of talks, Hamas has said the freeing of all the hostages it holds must bring a permanent halt to the war and the withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza.

    


The proposed deal now at the center of talks raises that possibility, according to leaked details that were confirmed by an Egyptian official and a Hamas official. But Hamas is seeking to strengthen the language to ensure a complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from the entire Gaza Strip, the Egyptian official said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the internal negotiations. The group said it is likely to give its response to the proposal on Thursday.




In public, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has staunchly rejected stopping the war before Hamas is destroyed. In a sign of the challenges in the negotiations, Netanyahu in his talks with Blinken on Wednesday repeated his vow to launch the offensive on Rafah, which he says is Hamas' last stronghold in Gaza.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Blinken said Israel has made "very important" compromises in cease-fire efforts and it is now up to Hamas to get the deal done.

    


"There's no time for further haggling. The deal is there," Blinken said, shortly before he was to leave Israel.
Earlier in the day, he said in talks with Israel's ceremonial President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv that Hamas would bear the blame for any failure to get a deal. "No delays, no excuses. The time is now," he said.
Blinken said the deal would also allow much needed food, medicine and water to get into Gaza, where the war has sparked a humanitarian crisis, pushed northern Gaza to the brink of famine and driven around 80% of the population of 2.3 million from their homes.
Blinken said there has been "meaningful progress" in efforts to increase the flow of aid. On Wednesday, Israel reopened its Erez crossing for deliveries into northern Gaza for the first time since it was damaged in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack.
Hanging over the cease-fire negotiations is the possibility of an Israeli attack on Rafah, where more than half of Gaza's population has fled, cramming into vast tent camps and other shelters. On Tuesday, Netanyahu vowed to go ahead with the assault with or without a cease-fire deal.
"The operation in Rafah doesn't depend on anything. The prime minister made this clear to Secretary Blinken," Netanyahu's office said after the two met Wednesday. Hard-line members of Netanyahu's coalition, on whom he depends to keep his government in power, have railed against any deal that prevents a Rafah attack as a victory for Hamas.

    


The United States has staunchly supported Israel's campaign of bombardment and ground offensives in Gaza since Hamas' unprecedented attack on Oct. 7 into southern Israel. But the U.S. has grown increasingly critical of the staggering toll borne by Palestinian civilians and has been outspoken against a move on Rafah. American officials say they oppose a major offensive but that if Israel conducts one, it must first evacuate civilians.
In Rafah, Palestinians clung to hope that, after months of reported near-deals, this time a cease-fire would be sealed and avert an attack.
Salwa Abu Hatab, a woman who fled Khan Younis who is now in a tent camp, said she wants to go home.
"Do you think we like life in tents? We are tired and suffering," she said. "Every day they say there is a truce and negotiations, and in the end it fails. We hope they will succeed this time."

    


"If the invasion happens, we do not know where to go," said Enas Syam, a woman from Gaza City carrying her child in the camp. "There is no safe place left."
Israeli airstrikes in Gaza continued. Late Tuesday, a strike hit a house in Rafah, killing at least two children, according to hospital authorities. An Associated Press journalist saw the children's bodies at Abu Yousef al-Najjar hospital as their relatives mourned.
The Israel-Hamas war was sparked by the Oct. 7 raid into southern Israel in which militants killed around 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250 hostages. Hamas is believed to still hold around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others.

    


Since then, Israel's campaign in Gaza has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians, according to local health officials, and wreaked vast destruction.
Throughout his regional visit, with previous stops in Saudi Arabia and Jordan, Blinken urged Hamas to accept the cease-fire proposal, calling it "extraordinarily generous" on Israel's part.
The proposal lays out three stages of six to seven weeks each, according to details first reported in the Lebanese newspaper Al-Akhbar, which is close to Hamas and the Lebanese Hezbollah militant group.
The first phase would bring a pause during which Hamas would release women and elderly civilians in exchange for the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. In a series of timed steps, Israeli troops would withdraw from a coastal road in Gaza, then from central Gaza and displaced people would return north.
In the meantime, talks would start on restoring "a permanent calm," the Egyptian official said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the internal negotiations.
The next stage would bring implementation of the calm, including Hamas' release of all remaining hostages -- soldiers and civilians -- and a withdrawal of Israeli forces out of Gaza. The Egyptian official said Hamas sees the language about the withdrawal as too vague and wants to specify a complete withdrawal to avoid different interpretations.
The last stage would see the release of bodies of dead hostages and the start of a five-year reconstruction plan. The plan says that Hamas would agree not to rebuild its military arsenal.
___
Magdy reported from Cairo and Mednick from Tel Aviv, Israel. 
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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A massive Powerball win draws attention to a little-known immigrant culture in the US

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The winner of the massive $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot wore a sash saying 'Iu Mien USA,' bringing attention to the little-known Southeast Asian immigrant community. (AP Video: Claire Rush)
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The winner of the massive $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot wore a sash saying 'Iu Mien USA,' bringing attention to the little-known Southeast Asian immigrant community. (AP Video: Claire Rush)
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            Powerball jackpot winner is immigrant from Laos who has cancer

        
        
            One of the winners of a $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot last month is an immigrant from Laos who has had cancer for eight years and had his latest chemotherapy treatment last week.
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One of the winners of a $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot last month is an immigrant from Laos who has had cancer for eight years and had his latest chemotherapy treatment last week.



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    12
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Monk Dauv Singx Si, left, walks towards an altar at the Iu Mien Buddha Light Temple on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Gresham, Ore. There is a sizeable Iu Mien community in Portland and its suburbs, with a Buddhist temple and Baptist church, active social organization, and businesses and restaurants. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Cheng "Charlie" Saephan holds display check above his head after speaking during a news conference where it was revealed that he was one of the winners of the $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot at the Oregon Lottery headquarters on Monday, April 29, 2024, in Salem, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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Cheng "Charlie" Saephan holds display check above his head after speaking during a news conference where it was revealed that he was one of the winners of the $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot at the Oregon Lottery headquarters on Monday, April 29, 2024, in Salem, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Nittaya Saephan prepares food at Chiang Rai Thai Cuisine at Chiang Rai Thai Cuisine, a restaurant owned by members of the Iu Mien community, on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Troutdale, Ore. There is a sizeable Iu Mien community in Portland and its suburbs, with a Buddhist temple and Baptist church, active social organization, and businesses and restaurants. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Monk Dauv Singx Si laughs at the Iu Mien Buddha Light Temple on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Gresham, Ore. There is a sizeable Iu Mien community in Portland and its suburbs, with a Buddhist temple and Baptist church, active social organization, and businesses and restaurants. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: An employee at Chiang Rai Thai Cuisine scrubs a wok on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Troutdale, Ore. The family restaurant is run by members of the Iu Mien community. There is a sizeable Iu Mien community in Portland and its suburbs, with a Buddhist temple and Baptist church, active social organization, and businesses and restaurants. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: A statue is seen at Chiang Rai Thai Cuisine, a family restaurant run by members of the Iu Mien community, on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Troutdale, Ore. There is a sizeable Iu Mien community in Portland and its suburbs, with a Buddhist temple and Baptist church, active social organization, and businesses and restaurants. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Cheng "Charlie" Saephan holds display check before speaking during a news conference where it was revealed that he was one of the winners of the $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot at the Oregon Lottery headquarters on Monday, April 29, 2024, in Salem, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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Cheng "Charlie" Saephan holds display check before speaking during a news conference where it was revealed that he was one of the winners of the $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot at the Oregon Lottery headquarters on Monday, April 29, 2024, in Salem, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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[image: Cheng "Charlie" Saephan points to his sash that reads "Iu-Mien USA" while speaking during a news conference after it was revealed that he was one of the winners of the $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot at the Oregon Lottery headquarters, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Salem, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Cheng "Charlie" Saephan laughs during a press conference after it was revealed that he was one of the winners of the $1.3 billion Powerball jackpot at the Oregon Lottery headquarters on Monday, April 29, 2024, in Salem, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Cayle Tern, president of the Iu Mien Association of Oregon, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at Chiang Rai Thai Cuisine on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Troutdale, Ore. Tern arrived in Portland with his family in 1980, when he was 3 years old. He is now running for City Council. His father and uncle assisted American forces in Laos and he was born as his mother fled to a refugee camp in Thailand. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Lights illuminate a display of multicolored faux lotus flowers at the Iu Mien Buddha Light Temple on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Gresham, Ore. There is a sizeable Iu Mien community in Portland and its suburbs, with a Buddhist temple and Baptist church, active social organization, and businesses and restaurants. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- Cheng "Charlie" Saephan wore a broad smile and a bright blue sash emblazoned with the words "Iu-Mien USA" as he hoisted an oversized check for $1.3 billion above his head.
The 46-year-old immigrant's luck in winning an enormous Powerball jackpot in Oregon earlier this month -- a lump sum payment of $422 million after taxes, which he and his wife will split with a friend -- has changed his life. It also raised awareness about Iu Mien people, a southeast Asian ethnic group with origins in China, many of whose members fled from Laos to Thailand and then settled in the U.S. following the Vietnam War.
"I am born in Laos, but I am not Laotian," Saephan told a news conference Monday at Oregon Lottery headquarters, where his identity as one of the jackpot's winners was revealed. "I am Iu Mien."
During the Vietnam War, the CIA and U.S. military recruited Iu Mien in neighboring Laos, many of them subsistence farmers, to engage in guerrilla warfare and to provide intelligence and surveillance to disrupt the Ho Chi Minh Trail that the North Vietnamese used to send troops and weapons through Laos and Cambodia into South Vietnam.





    


After the conflict as well as the Laotian civil war, when the U.S.-backed government of Laos fell in 1975, they fled by the thousands to avoid reprisals from the new Communist government, escaping by foot through the jungle and then across the Mekong River into Thailand, according to a history posted on the website of Iu Mien Community Services in Sacramento, California. More than 70% of the Iu Mien population in Laos left and many wound up in refugee camps in Thailand.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thousands of the refugees were allowed to come to the U.S., with the first waves arriving in the late 1970s and most settling along the West Coast. The culture had rich traditions of storytelling, basketry, embroidery and jewelry-making, but many initially had difficulty adjusting to Western life due to cultural and language differences as well as a lack of formal education.

    


There are now tens of thousands of Iu Mien -- pronounced "yoo MEE'-en" -- in the U.S., with many attending universities or starting businesses. Many have converted to Christianity from traditional animist religions. There is a sizeable Iu Mien community in Portland and its suburbs, with a Buddhist temple and Baptist church, active social organization, and businesses and restaurants.
Cayle Tern, president of the Iu Mien Association of Oregon, arrived in Portland with his family in 1980, when he was 3 years old. He is now running for City Council. His father and uncle assisted American forces in Laos and he was born as his mother fled to a refugee camp in Thailand.
Many Iu Mien in the U.S. have similar stories, and Saephan's Powerball win sheds light on the new lives they have made in Oregon and elsewhere after such trauma, he said. Tern knows all three of the Powerball winners, he said.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: A massive Powerball win draws attention to a little-known immigrant culture in the US
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a recent winner of a Powerball jackpot, and how the money has come at the right time.

    

"You know, I think for me it's more than just about the money. ... We've been here since the late '70s, but very little is known of us," he said while sitting in his uncle's restaurant in Troutdale, a Portland suburb. 

    


"This attention that we're getting -- people are interested in what the community is, who we are, where we came from. That is to me is equally special."
Saephan, 46, said he was born in Laos and moved to Thailand in 1987, before immigrating to the U.S. in 1994. He graduated from high school in 1996 and has lived in Portland for 30 years. He worked as a machinist for an aerospace company.
He said Monday that he has had cancer for eight years and had his latest chemotherapy treatment last week. 
"I will be able to provide for my family and my health," he said, adding that he'd "find a good doctor for myself."
Saephan, who has two young children, said that as a cancer patient, he wondered, "How am I going to have time to spend all of this money? How long will I live?"
He said he and his 37-year-old wife, Duanpen, are taking half the money, and the rest is going to a friend, Laiza Chao, 55, of the Portland suburb of Milwaukie. Chao had chipped in $100 to buy a batch of tickets with them.

    


Chao, was on her way to work when Saephan called her with the news: "You don't have to go anymore," he said.
In the weeks leading up to the drawing, he wrote out numbers for the game on a piece of paper and slept with it under his pillow, he said. He prayed that he would win, saying, "I need some help -- I don't want to die yet unless I have done something for my family first."
The winning Powerball ticket was sold in early April at a Plaid Pantry convenience store in Portland, ending a winless streak that had stretched more than three months. The Oregon Lottery said it had to go through a security and vetting process before announcing the identity of the person who came forward to claim the prize. 

    


Under Oregon law, with few exceptions, lottery players cannot remain anonymous. Winners have a year to claim the top prize. 
The jackpot had a cash value of $621 million before taxes if the winner chose to take a lump sum rather than an annuity paid over 30 years, with an immediate payout followed by 29 annual installments. The prize is subject to federal taxes and state taxes in Oregon.
The $1.3 billion prize is the fourth largest Powerball jackpot in history, and the eighth largest among U.S. jackpot games, according to the Oregon Lottery.
The biggest U.S. lottery jackpot won was $2.04 billion in California in 2022.
___
Johnson reported from Seattle.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/powerball-laos-iu-mien-cancer-vietnam-92a549defa843f2ed1ef1d4eecff8ed4
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    [image: Demonstrators attend a May Day rally in Madrid, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 25 | Demonstrators attend a May Day rally in Madrid, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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[image: People take part in the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 25 | People take part in the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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[image: Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions gather to attend a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 25 | Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions gather to attend a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: An artist unpacks a crowned puppet head in the likeness of President Javier Milei to take to the International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 25 | An artist unpacks a crowned puppet head in the likeness of President Javier Milei to take to the International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: Members of National People's Power, a political alliance, carry placards at a Labour Day rally in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 25 | Members of National People's Power, a political alliance, carry placards at a Labour Day rally in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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[image: Participants march after a May Day rally in Tokyo, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 25 | Participants march after a May Day rally in Tokyo, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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[image: Union members clash with Turkish anti riot police officers as they march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul used tear gas and fired rubber bullets to disperse thousands of people attempting to break through a barricade and reach the city's main city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 25 | Union members clash with Turkish anti riot police officers as they march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul used tear gas and fired rubber bullets to disperse thousands of people attempting to break through a barricade and reach the city's main city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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[image: A protester cries after seeing other protesters being detained during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. Thousands of protesters marched through the French capital, seeking better pay and working conditions. Pro-Palestinian groups and anti-Olympics activists joined the rally in Paris which will host the Summer Games in less than three months. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 25 | A protester cries after seeing other protesters being detained during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. Thousands of protesters marched through the French capital, seeking better pay and working conditions. Pro-Palestinian groups and anti-Olympics activists joined the rally in Paris which will host the Summer Games in less than three months. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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[image: Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions shout slogans during a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Workers, activists and others in Asian capitals took to the streets on Wednesday to mark May Day with protests over rising prices and governments' labor polices and calls for greater labor rights. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 25 | Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions shout slogans during a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Workers, activists and others in Asian capitals took to the streets on Wednesday to mark May Day with protests over rising prices and governments' labor polices and calls for greater labor rights. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: Workers march during a May Day rally in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of workers urged the government to raise minimum wages and improve working condition. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 25 | Workers march during a May Day rally in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of workers urged the government to raise minimum wages and improve working condition. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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[image: Anti-government protesters try to get past riot police blocking their path to the Palace of Justice during a demonstration marking International Workers' Day, in Lima, Peru, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 25 | Anti-government protesters try to get past riot police blocking their path to the Palace of Justice during a demonstration marking International Workers' Day, in Lima, Peru, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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[image: Supporters of the Lebanese Communist party take a selfie, as they march during a demonstration to mark International Labor Day or May Day, in Beirut, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Despite the tense situation and ongoing clashes on Lebanon's border with Israel over the past seven months, hundreds of protesters marched through Beirut's streets to mark International Workers' Day. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 25 | Supporters of the Lebanese Communist party take a selfie, as they march during a demonstration to mark International Labor Day or May Day, in Beirut, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Despite the tense situation and ongoing clashes on Lebanon's border with Israel over the past seven months, hundreds of protesters marched through Beirut's streets to mark International Workers' Day. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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[image: Protesters carry balloons to a march on International Workers' Day in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Basualdo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 25 | Protesters carry balloons to a march on International Workers' Day in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Basualdo)
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[image: Female workers take part in a May Day rally, marking International Labour Day in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Participants of the rally demand implementation of labor laws and increase in their wages. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | Female workers take part in a May Day rally, marking International Labour Day in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Participants of the rally demand implementation of labor laws and increase in their wages. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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[image: A doll's face is covered with supportive messages for government-proposed reforms during the International Workers' Day march in Bogota, Colombia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | A doll's face is covered with supportive messages for government-proposed reforms during the International Workers' Day march in Bogota, Colombia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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[image: Filipino activists march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | Filipino activists march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)
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[image: Protesters burn olympic rings on the pavement near a Palestinian flag during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 25 | Protesters burn olympic rings on the pavement near a Palestinian flag during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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[image: Taiwanese workers hold slogans reading "Congress amended the law to support workers' rights" and ''The regime has no honeymoon'' during a May Day rally in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of protesters from different labor groups protest on the street to ask for labor rights and interests. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | Taiwanese workers hold slogans reading "Congress amended the law to support workers' rights" and ''The regime has no honeymoon'' during a May Day rally in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of protesters from different labor groups protest on the street to ask for labor rights and interests. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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[image: Government supporters rally marking marking International Workers Day, in Caracas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | Government supporters rally marking marking International Workers Day, in Caracas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas)
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[image: Women carry a Bolivian flag during an International Workers' Day march in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | Women carry a Bolivian flag during an International Workers' Day march in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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[image: Policemen try to block activists as they tried to march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | Policemen try to block activists as they tried to march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)
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[image: Anti riot police officers stand guard blocking the route to protesters as Union members march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul detained dozens of people who tried to reach the city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | Anti riot police officers stand guard blocking the route to protesters as Union members march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul detained dozens of people who tried to reach the city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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[image: Artists perform during the International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 25 | Artists perform during the International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: A couple kisses at the end of the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 25 | A couple kisses at the end of the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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[image: Union workers' shadows are cast on the street as they march with flags on International Workers' Day in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 25 | Union workers' shadows are cast on the street as they march with flags on International Workers' Day in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)
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    [image: Demonstrators attend a May Day rally in Madrid, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 25 | Demonstrators attend a May Day rally in Madrid, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 25
Demonstrators attend a May Day rally in Madrid, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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[image: People take part in the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 25 | People take part in the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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People take part in the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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[image: Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions gather to attend a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 25 | Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions gather to attend a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions gather to attend a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: An artist unpacks a crowned puppet head in the likeness of President Javier Milei to take to the International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: Members of National People's Power, a political alliance, carry placards at a Labour Day rally in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)]
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[image: Participants march after a May Day rally in Tokyo, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 25 | Participants march after a May Day rally in Tokyo, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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Participants march after a May Day rally in Tokyo, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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[image: Union members clash with Turkish anti riot police officers as they march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul used tear gas and fired rubber bullets to disperse thousands of people attempting to break through a barricade and reach the city's main city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)]
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[image: A protester cries after seeing other protesters being detained during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. Thousands of protesters marched through the French capital, seeking better pay and working conditions. Pro-Palestinian groups and anti-Olympics activists joined the rally in Paris which will host the Summer Games in less than three months. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)]
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A protester cries after seeing other protesters being detained during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. Thousands of protesters marched through the French capital, seeking better pay and working conditions. Pro-Palestinian groups and anti-Olympics activists joined the rally in Paris which will host the Summer Games in less than three months. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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[image: Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions shout slogans during a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Workers, activists and others in Asian capitals took to the streets on Wednesday to mark May Day with protests over rising prices and governments' labor polices and calls for greater labor rights. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Workers march during a May Day rally in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of workers urged the government to raise minimum wages and improve working condition. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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[image: Anti-government protesters try to get past riot police blocking their path to the Palace of Justice during a demonstration marking International Workers' Day, in Lima, Peru, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 25 | Anti-government protesters try to get past riot police blocking their path to the Palace of Justice during a demonstration marking International Workers' Day, in Lima, Peru, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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[image: Supporters of the Lebanese Communist party take a selfie, as they march during a demonstration to mark International Labor Day or May Day, in Beirut, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Despite the tense situation and ongoing clashes on Lebanon's border with Israel over the past seven months, hundreds of protesters marched through Beirut's streets to mark International Workers' Day. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)]
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[image: Protesters carry balloons to a march on International Workers' Day in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Basualdo)]
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[image: Female workers take part in a May Day rally, marking International Labour Day in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Participants of the rally demand implementation of labor laws and increase in their wages. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | Female workers take part in a May Day rally, marking International Labour Day in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Participants of the rally demand implementation of labor laws and increase in their wages. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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Female workers take part in a May Day rally, marking International Labour Day in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Participants of the rally demand implementation of labor laws and increase in their wages. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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[image: A doll's face is covered with supportive messages for government-proposed reforms during the International Workers' Day march in Bogota, Colombia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | A doll's face is covered with supportive messages for government-proposed reforms during the International Workers' Day march in Bogota, Colombia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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A doll's face is covered with supportive messages for government-proposed reforms during the International Workers' Day march in Bogota, Colombia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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[image: Filipino activists march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | Filipino activists march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)
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Filipino activists march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)
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[image: Protesters burn olympic rings on the pavement near a Palestinian flag during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)]
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Protesters burn olympic rings on the pavement near a Palestinian flag during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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[image: Taiwanese workers hold slogans reading "Congress amended the law to support workers' rights" and ''The regime has no honeymoon'' during a May Day rally in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of protesters from different labor groups protest on the street to ask for labor rights and interests. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | Taiwanese workers hold slogans reading "Congress amended the law to support workers' rights" and ''The regime has no honeymoon'' during a May Day rally in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of protesters from different labor groups protest on the street to ask for labor rights and interests. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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Taiwanese workers hold slogans reading "Congress amended the law to support workers' rights" and ''The regime has no honeymoon'' during a May Day rally in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Thousands of protesters from different labor groups protest on the street to ask for labor rights and interests. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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[image: Government supporters rally marking marking International Workers Day, in Caracas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | Government supporters rally marking marking International Workers Day, in Caracas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas)
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Government supporters rally marking marking International Workers Day, in Caracas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jesus Vargas)
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[image: Women carry a Bolivian flag during an International Workers' Day march in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | Women carry a Bolivian flag during an International Workers' Day march in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Women carry a Bolivian flag during an International Workers' Day march in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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[image: Policemen try to block activists as they tried to march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | Policemen try to block activists as they tried to march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)
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Policemen try to block activists as they tried to march towards the U.S. Embassy during a protest to mark International Labor Day in Manila, Philippines on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hundreds of Filipino workers from various labor groups took to the streets to mark Labor Day and demand a wage increase and job security amid soaring food and oil prices. (AP Photo/Basilio Sepe)
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[image: Anti riot police officers stand guard blocking the route to protesters as Union members march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul detained dozens of people who tried to reach the city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | Anti riot police officers stand guard blocking the route to protesters as Union members march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul detained dozens of people who tried to reach the city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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Anti riot police officers stand guard blocking the route to protesters as Union members march during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Police in Istanbul detained dozens of people who tried to reach the city's main square, Taksim, in defiance of a government ban on celebrating May 1 Labor Day at the landmark location. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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[image: Artists perform during the International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 25 | Artists perform during the International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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Artists perform during the International Workers' Day march in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: A couple kisses at the end of the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 25 | A couple kisses at the end of the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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A couple kisses at the end of the revolutionary May Day demonstration in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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[image: Union workers' shadows are cast on the street as they march with flags on International Workers' Day in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 25 | Union workers' shadows are cast on the street as they march with flags on International Workers' Day in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)
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Union workers' shadows are cast on the street as they march with flags on International Workers' Day in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)
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                                        For one day, workers ruled the world's biggest streets. 
Thousands strong marched Wednesday to mark May Day, the first day of the month when workers' rights are celebrated in demonstrations around the globe.
From Seoul to Paris, Istanbul to Berlin, they drew attention to stagnant wages and the high cost of living as they took aim at their governments. In some cases, their governments returned fire.
In Turkey, police in riot gear shot rubber bullets and tear gas at thousands of protesters who clashed with officers as they tried to break through a barricade and reach Istanbul's Taksim square in defiance of a ban. 
Tear gas also rose from the streets of Paris, where workers seeking higher pay and better conditions were joined by others rankled by the upcoming Summer Games. They torched replica Olympic rings.
Standing out in the crowds were the many messages held high on banners or scrawled in pen on simple signs.

    


"We work to live!!! Not to die!!!" read the sign held by a man in Manila, Philippines. "The rich want war -- the youth want a future," a banner said in Berlin. "Don't touch the eight-hour workday!" warned a placard in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
Thousands of protesters in Seoul sang, waved flags and shouted pro-worker slogans as they stepped up criticism of President Yoon Suk Yeol's conservative government and its anti-labor policies. 
"The lives of our laborers have plunged into despair," said Yang Kyung-soo, leader of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions. "We can't overlook the Yoon Suk Yeol government. We'll bring them down from power for ourselves."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Jakarta, Indonesia, marchers carried banners and wore slogans on their hats protesting a 2020 law that they said harms worker rights and the environment. Metal workers carried bright red flags and wore darker red headscarves. Others dressed as mimes with frowns painted on their faces. 





    


In Beirut, pro-Palestinian marchers mixed with workers demanding an end to economic misery. Young women supporters of the Lebanese Communist party posed for selfies and flashed victory signs. 
Most will return to their jobs Thursday.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/may-day-photos-labor-march-arrests-0b7e1464d0890d2b527ce630a5e66fe4
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This Texas veterinarian helped crack the mystery of bird flu in cows

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by Sunrise Veterinary Service in May 2024 shows Barbara Petersen. The first calls the Amarillo veterinarian received in early March 2024 were from dairy owners worried about crows, pigeons and other birds dying on their Texas farms. Then came word that barn cats _ half of them on one farm _ had died suddenly. Within days, she was hearing about sick cows with unusual symptoms: high fevers, reluctance to eat and much less milk. (Sunrise Veterinary Service via AP)]
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                                        The first calls that Dr. Barb Petersen received in early March were from dairy owners worried about crows, pigeons and other birds dying on their Texas farms. Then came word that barn cats -- half of them on one farm -- had died suddenly.
Within days, the Amarillo veterinarian was hearing about sick cows with unusual symptoms: high fevers, reluctance to eat and much less milk. Tests for typical illnesses came back negative. 
Petersen, who monitors more than 40,000 cattle on a dozen farms in the Texas Panhandle, collected samples from cats and cows and sent them to Dr. Drew Magstadt, a friend from college who now works at the veterinary diagnostic laboratory at Iowa State University. 
The samples tested positive for a bird flu virus never before seen in cattle. It was the first proof that the bird flu, known as Type A H5N1, could infect cows. As of Wednesday, 36 U.S. herds had confirmed infections, according to the U.S. Agriculture Department. 

    


"It was just a surprise," recalled Petersen. "It was just a little bit of disbelief."




At the same time, on almost every farm with sick animals, Petersen said she saw sick people, too.
"We were actively checking on humans," Petersen said. "I had people who never missed work, miss work."
So far, two people in the U.S. have been confirmed to be infected with H5N1, most recently a Texas dairy worker linked to the cattle outbreak, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. About two dozen people have been tested and about 100 people have been monitored since the virus appeared in cows, Dr. Demetre Daskalakis, a CDC respiratory diseases official, told reporters Wednesday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Daskalakis said CDC has seen no unusual flu trends in areas with infected cows, but some experts wonder if anecdotal reports of sick workers mean more than one person caught the virus from the animals.
Petersen said some workers had symptoms consistent with flu: fever and body aches, stuffy nose or congestion. Some had conjunctivitis, the eye inflammation detected in the Texas dairy worker diagnosed with bird flu.

    


Dr. Gregory Gray, an infectious disease epidemiologist at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, has been taking samples from livestock and people on two Texas farms. On farms with confirmed cattle infections, there have also been reports of mild illnesses among the workers, he said. 
His research has been difficult. Many workers are reluctant to be tested. That may be because they have limited access to health care or fear divulging private health information.
Without confirmation, no one knows if the sick workers were infected with the bird flu virus or something unrelated, Gray said.
"They seem to be linked in time and space, so one would say it's biologically plausible," said Gray.
Some of the workers who fell ill sought treatment and were offered oseltamivir, an antiviral drug sold under the brand name Tamiflu, Petersen said. 
Some farm workers who were exposed to infected animals or people were offered the medication, CDC spokesman Jason McDonald said. State health officials are responsible for evaluating and providing treatment, according to federal guidelines. 

    


Health officials in Texas provided Tamiflu to the person known to be infected with H5N1 and household members, plus two people on a second dairy farm who tested negative but were exposed to infected animals, said Chris Van Deusen, a spokesman for the Texas Department of State Health Services. He said he wasn't sure if others had been offered the antiviral. 
Farmers have been hesitant to allow health officials onto their land, said Dr. Kay Russo, a Colorado veterinarian who consulted about the outbreak with Petersen.
"This particular disease is looked at as a scarlet letter," Russo said. "It has this stigma associated with it right now."
Russo called for wider testing of cattle, people and milk. 
"We do not know what we do not measure," she said. "Unfortunately, the horse left the barn and took off a lot faster than we were able to mobilize."
Gray worries that a recent federal order requiring testing of all lactating dairy cows moving between states could hinder cooperation even further. All labs that conduct tests must report positive results to the Agriculture Department. But many farmers may simply decide against testing, hoping to outlast the outbreak, he said. 

    


The reluctance of workers and farmers to allow testing is "greatly hampering" understanding of how the virus spreads, how large the outbreak is now and how quickly it may grow, Gray said.
"It's a negative, very negative, effect," he said.
Petersen said she understands workers' and farmers' fears. She praised the farmers who had been willing to let her gather the first samples that confirmed the outbreak and reflected on what the results could mean.
"You immediately think about the cows, the people that care for them and the families that have these farms," she said. "You're thinking about the big picture, long term. Your mind starts to go down that entire path of concern."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- United Methodist delegates repealed their church's longstanding ban on LGBTQ clergy with no debate on Wednesday, removing a rule forbidding "self-avowed practicing homosexuals" from being ordained or appointed as ministers.
Delegates voted 692-51 at their General Conference -- the first such legislative gathering in five years. That overwhelming margin contrasts sharply with the decades of controversy around the issue. Past General Conferences of the United Methodist Church had steadily reinforced the ban and related penalties amid debate and protests, but many of the conservatives who had previously upheld the ban have left the denomination in recent years, and this General Conference has moved in a solidly progressive direction. 
Applause broke out in parts of the convention hall Wednesday after the vote. A group of observers from LGBTQ advocacy groups embraced, some in tears. "Thanks be to God," said one.

    


The change doesn't mandate or even explicitly affirm LGBTQ clergy, but it means the church no longer forbids them. It's possible that the change will mainly apply to U.S. churches, since United Methodist bodies in other countries, such as in Africa, have the right to impose the rules for their own regions. The measure takes effect immediately upon the conclusion of General Conference, scheduled for Friday.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: United Methodists repeal longstanding ban on LGBTQ clergy.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani has more. 

    



The consensus was so overwhelming that it was rolled into a "consent calendar," a package of normally non-controversial measures.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It seemed like such a simple vote, but it carried so much weight and power, as 50 years of restricting the Holy Spirit's call on people's lives has been lifted," said Bishop Karen Oliveto, the first openly lesbian bishop in the United Methodist Church.
"People can live fully into their call without fear," said Oliveto, of the Mountain Sky Episcopal Area, which includes Colorado, Montana, Utah and Wyoming. "The church we've loved has found a home for us."

    


Also approved was a measure that forbids district superintendents -- or regional administrators -- from penalizing clergy for either performing a same-sex wedding or for refraining from performing one. It also prohibits superintendents from forbidding a church from hosting a same-sex wedding or requiring it to.
That measure further removes scaffolding around the various LGBTQ bans that have been embedded in official church law and policy. On Tuesday, delegates began taking such steps.
Delegates are also expected to vote soon on whether to replace the denomination's official Social Principles with a new document that no longer calls the "practice of homosexuality ... incompatible with Christian teaching" and that now defines marriage as between "two people of faith" rather than between a man and a woman.
The changes are historic in a denomination that has debated LGBTQ issues for more than half a century at its General Conferences, which typically meet every four years.
About 100 LGBTQ people and allies gathered outside the Charlotte Convention Center after the vote -- many with rainbow-colored scarves and umbrellas -- to celebrate, pray and sing praise songs accompanied by a drum.

    


Angie Cox, an observer from Ohio, said she has gone before her conference's board of ordained ministry six times but was "told no just because of the prohibition on LGBTQ clergy." She said Wednesday's vote "means I might be able finally to live fully into my calling."
The vote follows the departure of more than 7,600 American congregations -- one-quarter of all UMC congregations in the U.S -- reflecting conservative dismay over the denomination not enforcing its LGBTQ bans. The departures took place between 2019 and 2023 under a temporary window enabling congregations to keep their properties under relatively favorable terms.
The conference on Wednesday voted formally to close that window, over the pleas of conservatives who wanted it extended, particularly since the original window only applied to U.S. and not international churches.
"To limit its function to the United States (portion of the) United Methodist Church, that is a form of disfavor for the church in Africa," said the Rev. Jerry Kulah, a delegate from Liberia. 

    


Dixie Brewster, a delegate from the Great Plains Conference covering Kansas and Nebraska, called for a path for her fellow conservatives to disaffiliate smoothly. "We want a place to go peacefully," she said. "We will not be disruptive. I do love all, I love my homosexual friends. I just view the Scriptures a different way."
But others said the disaffiliation process of recent years tore apart congregations and families.
"We cannot continue to center the voices of distrust," said delegate Lonnie Chafin from Northern Illinois.
Some pointed out there are other ways that congregations and entire conferences can still disaffiliate -- noting that the General Conference last week approved the departure of some churches in the former Soviet Union -- though others say this is overly burdensome.

    


This week's votes could prompt departures of some international churches, particularly in Africa, where more conservative sexual values prevail and where same-sex activity is criminalized in some countries.
The conference actions represent "a serious drift away from the truth," Kulah said in an interview. "The church is now buying into culture. The Bible has not changed, but the church has changed."
Last week, the conference endorsed a regionalization plan that essentially would allow the churches of the United States the same autonomy as other regions of the global church. That change -- which still requires local ratification -- could create a scenario where LGBTQ clergy and same-sex marriage are allowed in the United States but not in other regions.
The church's 1972 General Conference approved a statement in its non-binding Social Principles that homosexuality is "incompatible with Christian teaching" -- a phrase omitted in a proposed revision to the Social Principles that is also headed for a conference vote this week.
The now-repealed ban on clergy who are "self-avowed practicing homosexuals" was originally enacted in 1984, when the conference also voted to require "fidelity in marriage and celibacy in singleness."
The denomination had until recently been the third largest in the United States, present in almost every county. But its 5.4 million U.S. membership in 2022 is expected to drop once the 2023 departures are factored in.
The denomination also counts 4.6 million members in other countries, mainly in Africa, though earlier estimates have been higher.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene says she'll call a vote next week on ousting House Speaker Mike Johnson. The Georgia Republican is forcing her colleagues to choose sides after Democratic leaders said they'd provide the votes to save the GOP speaker's job.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene said Wednesday she would call a vote next week on ousting House Speaker Mike Johnson, forcing her colleagues to choose sides in a difficult showdown after Democratic leaders announced they would provide the votes to save the Republican speaker's job.
Speaking outside the Capitol, Greene ranted against Republican Party leaders at the highest levels and pushed back against their public entreaties, including from Donald Trump, to avoid another messy political fight so close to the November election. With her was Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., one of the few lawmakers to join her effort.
"We need leaders in the House of Representatives that are going to get this done," said Greene, R-Ga., holding up a red "MAGA" hat from Trump's "Make America Great Again" campaign movement.
"Mike Johnson is not capable of that job," she said.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene vows to force a vote next week on ousting House Speaker Mike Johnson
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports on a Republican congresswoman moving forward with a bid to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson.

    


    


In pressing ahead next week, she said that "every member of Congress needs to take that vote and let the chips fall where they may."
The standoff with Greene, one of Trump's most enthusiastic supporters, risks throwing Republican control of the House into a fresh round of chaos as rank-and-file lawmakers will have to choose between ousting Johnson, R-La., as speaker or joining with Democrats to keep him on the job. 


Johnson, in his own statement, said Greene's move was "wrong for the Republican Conference, wrong for the institution, and wrong for the country." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Democrats see in Johnson a potential partner, a staunch conservative who nevertheless is willing to lead his Republican Party away from the far-right voices obstructing the routine business of governing, including funding the government and, more recently, supporting Ukraine and other U.S. allies overseas.
The Democratic leader, New York Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, and his team issued a joint statement this week saying it was time to "turn the page" on the GOP chaos, announcing that the Democrats would vote to table Greene's motion to vacate the speaker's office, essentially ensuring Johnson is not evicted from office -- at least on this attempt.

    


"From the very beginning of the Congress, House Republican have visited chaos, dysfunction and extremism on the American people," Jeffries said Wednesday.
"Marjorie Taylor Green is the star of the show. The show is called Republicans Gone Wild," he added. "It is undermining the well-being of the American people and preventing us from delivering real and meaningful results on the issues that matter."
Johnson's public opponents are few, at this point, and less than the eight that it took to oust now-former Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., last fall in the first ever removal of sitting speaker from the powerful office that is second in the line of succession to the president. Just one other Republican, Rep. Paul Gosar of Arizona, has joined Greene and Massie in their effort.
Greene and Massie said they were giving their colleagues the weekend to weigh their options before calling for the vote on her motion to vacate next week. Or, they said, Johnson could simply resign, pointing to the example of a previous speaker, Republican John Boehner of Ohio, who stepped aside in 2015 when hard-liners threatened to oust him.

    


They listed a list of complaints against Johnson, including his leadership in securing the aid for Ukraine.
"Are you going to embrace Hakeem Jeffries like Mike Johnson has?" said Massie, before a poster-photo of Jeffries handing Johnson the gavel when the Republican first became speaker last fall.
"They've got a weekend to think about it, but more importantly, Mike Johnson has a weekend to think about it." 
The turmoil has gripped a House already essentially at a standstill. Johnson has been unable to command his razor-thin majority to work together on party priorities and has been forced into the arms of Democrats for the votes needed to approve most big bills -- and now, to keep his job.
Johnson had been elected by Republicans as a last-ditch consensus candidate after McCarthy's ouster, but he courted the far-right's ire when he led passage of the $95 billion foreign aid package for Ukraine and U.S. allies that they oppose.

    


Trump has given a nod of support to Johnson, who dashed to the former president's Mar-a-Lago club in Florida last month to shore up backing. 
Other Republican leaders, including Trump's hand-picked head of the Republican National Committee, Michael Whatley, have urged House Republicans to hold off the removal effort before the fall election that will determine which party controls the White House and Congress.
In a private meeting Tuesday, Whatley urged House Republicans to unite around their shared priorities. He delivered the same message later in the day to Greene, telling her that trying to remove Johnson was not helpful, according to a person familiar with the conversations who was not authorized to discuss them publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity.

    


Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell said he was pleased the threat of ousting the speaker did not appear to be gaining traction. 
"I am relieved, as I think all of America is, that the chaos in the House will be discontinued," said McConnell, R-Ky.
Asked if Johnson should resign, McConnell said: "No of course not. I support Speaker Johnson and I think he's done an good job under extremely difficult circumstances."
Many House Republicans describe Greene's effort as distracting from other priorities.
"We just need to rip off the Band-Aid, get it over and get it done and move on," said Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Tenn.
While the Democratic leaders have said they would provide the votes to table Greene's motion when it comes forward, essentially shelving it for now, it is not clear that all Democratic lawmakers would join that effort.
At their own private meeting this week, some Democrats objected to helping Johnson, particularly after he helped lead Trump's legal challenges to the 2020 presidential election won by Democrat Joe Biden. Party leaders have said their support for sidelining Greene's resolution is not the same as a vote for Johnson.
Jeffries said each lawmaker will chose his or her own position in what is often referred to as a vote of conscience and that any future efforts by Republicans to try to remove the speaker will be taken under consideration, one step at a time.
__
Associated Press writer Mary Clare Jalonick contributed to this report.
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                    About half of Americans say they are extremely or very concerned that news organizations will report inaccuracies or misinformation during the election. Some 42% express worry that news outlets will use generative artificial intelligence to create stories, according to a poll. (AP Video: Serkan Gurbuz)
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    [image: FILE - Journalists line the press stand before Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a caucus night party in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 15, 2024. Attitudes toward the media and political news ahead of the election were explored in a poll from the American Press Institute and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Even as many Americans say they learn about the 2024 election campaign from national news outlets, a disquieting poll reveals some serious trust issues.
About half of Americans, 53%, say they are extremely or very concerned that news organizations will report inaccuracies or misinformation during the election. Some 42% express worry that news outlets will use generative artificial intelligence to create stories, according to a poll from the American Press Institute and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. 
The poll found 47% of Americans also expressing serious concern that news outlets would report information that has not been confirmed or verified, and 44% worry that accurate information will be presented in a way that favors one side or another.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Half of Americans say they get election news always or frequently from national news outlets, a percentage that is higher among older respondents, the poll found. 

    


"The level of engagement is good," said Michael Bolden, CEO of the American Press Institute. "The thing that's most concerning is that they're not sure they can actually trust the information."


Years of suspicion about journalists, much of it sown by politicians, is partly responsible, he said. People are also less familiar with how journalism works. The poll found about half of respondents say they have at least a moderate amount of confidence in the information they receive from either national or local news outlets when it comes to the 2024 elections, though only about 1 in 10 say they have a great deal of confidence.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: News organizations have trust issues as they gear up to cover another election, a poll finds.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a new poll that suggests major trust issues when it comes to the public's ability to believe the media's coverage of the 2024 election campaign.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There may have been a time when people knew a journalist because one lived on their block," Bolden said. "The way the industry has been decimated, that's much less likely."
Simply putting out the news often isn't good enough anymore, he said. There's a growing disconnect between news organizations and communities that the outlets need to address, by helping to let people know what journalists do and how people reporting news are their friends and neighbors, he said.

    


Outlets should lean into a convenor role, bringing people together for newsworthy events, he said.
About half of U.S. adults say they follow the news about presidential elections closely, with older adults being more engaged. About two-thirds of Americans age 60 or older say they keep a close eye on presidential election news, compared wth roughly one-third of those under age 30. 
The same trend is seen with local and state election news. While the poll found that 46% of Americans age 60 or older say they follow news about local and state elections closely, only 16% of people age 18 to 29 said the same thing.
"As they transition to becoming older people, will they begin to care?" Bolden asked. "If they don't begin to care, what will that mean for local and state communities?"
Young people, those under age 30, are about as likely to get election news from social media or friends or family as they are to get it from national or local news outlets, the poll found. Black and Latino adults are somewhat more likely to express "a great deal" of confidence in the reliability of social media as a source of election news than white Americans are.

    


That's both a warning sign, since there is a lot more misinformation to be found on social media, and an opportunity for traditional outlets to make more of their work available this way, Bolden said.
About 6 in 10 Democrats say they get election news from national outlets at least frequently. That's more than the 48% of Republicans or 34% of independents, according to the poll. Republicans are more likely than Democrats and independents to express concern about inaccurate information or misinformation in news coverage during the upcoming elections. About 6 in 10 Republicans are concerned about this, compared with about half of Democrats. 
Besides inaccuracies, many also expressed serious concern about election news that focuses too much on division or controversies or concentrates on who may win or lose -- the horserace aspect of political coverage -- rather than issues or the character of candidates.

    


Most Americans say that for them to make informed decisions about the 2024 state and local elections, they want national and local news outlets to highlight candidates' values or their different positions on key social issues. In each case, about three-quarters of U.S. adults say they would like "a lot" or "some" coverage of these topics.
___
The poll of 2,468 adults was conducted March 21-25, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of error is plus or minus 2.9 percentage points.
___
David Bauder writes about media for The Associated Press. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder.
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    [image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza during a protest calling for their return, after meeting families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 18 | U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza during a protest calling for their return, after meeting families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)
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[image: Secretary of State Antony Blinken, centre, is welcomed by Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Mike Herzog, as he arrives at Ben Gurion Airport near Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 18 | Secretary of State Antony Blinken, centre, is welcomed by Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Mike Herzog, as he arrives at Ben Gurion Airport near Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Israeli soldiers are seen at a staging ground near the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | Israeli soldiers are seen at a staging ground near the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers gather near a gate to walks through an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing into Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 18 | Israeli soldiers gather near a gate to walks through an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing into Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: A military aircraft flies above as as a truck carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip drives on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 18 | A military aircraft flies above as as a truck carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip drives on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a meeting with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 18 | U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a meeting with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 18 | U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: A woman holds a banner and shouts slogans with families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza during a protest calling for their return, outside a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 18 | A woman holds a banner and shouts slogans with families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza during a protest calling for their return, outside a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)
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[image: A worker moves a pallet in an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 18 | A worker moves a pallet in an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Boxes from Jordan wait an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | Boxes from Jordan wait an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Col. Moshe Tetro, head of COGAT's Coordination and Liaison Administration (CLA) for Gaza, speaks to journalists at an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | Col. Moshe Tetro, head of COGAT's Coordination and Liaison Administration (CLA) for Gaza, speaks to journalists at an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israeli soldiers gather on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel into Gaza, bordering a battle-ravaged area of the northern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | Israeli soldiers gather on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel into Gaza, bordering a battle-ravaged area of the northern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israeli soldiers stand near their vehicles, displaying t-shirts calling for the return of hostages, on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing into the Gaza Strip from southern Israel as trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip are inspected, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 18 | Israeli soldiers stand near their vehicles, displaying t-shirts calling for the return of hostages, on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing into the Gaza Strip from southern Israel as trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip are inspected, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Tucson Police take a protester into custody on Park Avenue as law enforcement personnel from several area agencies clear an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters from the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | Tucson Police take a protester into custody on Park Avenue as law enforcement personnel from several area agencies clear an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters from the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)
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[image: A line of Pima County Sheriff's deputies form a shield line as law enforcement gathers outside an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | A line of Pima County Sheriff's deputies form a shield line as law enforcement gathers outside an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)
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[image: A protester yells at law enforcement officer from behind the barricades erected by pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | A protester yells at law enforcement officer from behind the barricades erected by pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)
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[image: Pro-Palestianian protesters gather near a main gate at Columbia University in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, just before New York City police officers cleared the area after a building was taken over by protesters earlier in the day. The building and a tent encampment were cleared during the operation. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Pro-Palestianian protesters gather near a main gate at Columbia University in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, just before New York City police officers cleared the area after a building was taken over by protesters earlier in the day. The building and a tent encampment were cleared during the operation. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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    [image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza during a protest calling for their return, after meeting families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of State Antony Blinken, centre, is welcomed by Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Mike Herzog, as he arrives at Ben Gurion Airport near Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers are seen at a staging ground near the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli soldiers are seen at a staging ground near the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Israeli soldiers gather near a gate to walks through an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing into Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli soldiers gather near a gate to walks through an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing into Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: A military aircraft flies above as as a truck carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip drives on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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A military aircraft flies above as as a truck carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip drives on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a meeting with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool Photo via AP)]
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a meeting with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)]
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv, Israel Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: A woman holds a banner and shouts slogans with families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza during a protest calling for their return, outside a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and families of hostages in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: A worker moves a pallet in an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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A worker moves a pallet in an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Boxes from Jordan wait an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Boxes from Jordan wait an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Col. Moshe Tetro, head of COGAT's Coordination and Liaison Administration (CLA) for Gaza, speaks to journalists at an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers gather on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel into Gaza, bordering a battle-ravaged area of the northern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli soldiers gather on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing from southern Israel into Gaza, bordering a battle-ravaged area of the northern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli soldiers stand near their vehicles, displaying t-shirts calling for the return of hostages, on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing into the Gaza Strip from southern Israel as trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip are inspected, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli soldiers stand near their vehicles, displaying t-shirts calling for the return of hostages, on the Israeli side of the Erez crossing into the Gaza Strip from southern Israel as trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip are inspected, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Tucson Police take a protester into custody on Park Avenue as law enforcement personnel from several area agencies clear an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters from the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | Tucson Police take a protester into custody on Park Avenue as law enforcement personnel from several area agencies clear an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters from the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)
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Tucson Police take a protester into custody on Park Avenue as law enforcement personnel from several area agencies clear an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters from the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)
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[image: A line of Pima County Sheriff's deputies form a shield line as law enforcement gathers outside an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | A line of Pima County Sheriff's deputies form a shield line as law enforcement gathers outside an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)
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A line of Pima County Sheriff's deputies form a shield line as law enforcement gathers outside an encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A protester yells at law enforcement officer from behind the barricades erected by pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | A protester yells at law enforcement officer from behind the barricades erected by pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)
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A protester yells at law enforcement officer from behind the barricades erected by pro-Palestinian protesters encamped on the University of Arizona campus, early Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Tucson, Ariz. (Kelly Presnell/Arizona Daily Star via AP)
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[image: Pro-Palestianian protesters gather near a main gate at Columbia University in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, just before New York City police officers cleared the area after a building was taken over by protesters earlier in the day. The building and a tent encampment were cleared during the operation. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Pro-Palestianian protesters gather near a main gate at Columbia University in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, just before New York City police officers cleared the area after a building was taken over by protesters earlier in the day. The building and a tent encampment were cleared during the operation. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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Pro-Palestianian protesters gather near a main gate at Columbia University in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, just before New York City police officers cleared the area after a building was taken over by protesters earlier in the day. The building and a tent encampment were cleared during the operation. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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                                        U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken was in Israel on Wednesday to press for a cease-fire deal in the Israel-Hamas war, saying " the time is now " and warning that Hamas would bear the blame for any failure to reach an agreement to halt the war in Gaza.
On his seventh visit since the latest war between Israel and Hamas broke out in October, Blinken is trying to advance a truce that would free hostages held by Hamas in exchange for a halt to the fighting and delivery of much needed food, medicine and water into Gaza. Palestinian prisoners are also expected to be released as part of the deal.
The U.S. has pressured Israel to increase aid deliveries during the war, and on Tuesday, Israel reopened a border crossing with hard-hit northern Gaza Strip for the first time since it was damaged at the start of the war. 
On Oct. 7, Palestinian militants launched an unprecedented attack into southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducting around 250 hostages. Israel says militants still hold around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others.

    


Nearly seven months of Israeli bombardment and ground offensives in Gaza have killed more than 34,500 Palestinians, according to local health officials, and sparked a humanitarian catastrophe. The war has driven around 80% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million from their homes, caused vast destruction in several towns and cities and pushed northern Gaza to the brink of famine. 
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-- Live updates: Police crack down on U.S. college protests against the war in Gaza.
-- Nonstop Mideast coverage of Israel-Hamas war pauses for protests and police action at U.S. schools.
-- Blinken urges Israel and Hamas to move ahead with a cease-fire deal and says 'the time is now.'
-- Lebanese Christian leader says Hezbollah's fighting with Israel has harmed Lebanon. 
-- UCLA cancels classes after violence erupts on campus over the war in Gaza.

    


Follow AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
U.S. DEFENDS ITS VETO OF PALESTINAIN MEMBERSHIP IN U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY
UNITED NATIONS - The United States defended its veto of a strongly supported U.N. resolution that would have paved the way for full United Nations membership for Palestine. The U.S. stressed that while it supports a two-state solution, statehood must be the result of negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians.
U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood told the U.N. General Assembly Tuesday that there are "unresolved questions" as to whether Palestine meets the U.N. criteria for membership, and premature actions at the U.N. "even with the best intentions will not achieve statehood for the Palestinian people."
He said the United States is committed to intensifying its engagement with the Palestinians and the rest of the Mideast not only on the Gaza crisis "but to advance a political settlement that will create a path to Palestinian statehood and membership in the United Nations."
Wood reiterated what he said U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken told regional partners during talks earlier this week -- that the U.S. will oppose any unilateral measures that undermine the prospect of a two-state solution.

    


He cited the three principles Blinken reaffirmed: "that Gaza cannot be a platform for terrorism, that there should be no Israeli re-occupation of Gaza, and that the size of Gaza's territory should not be reduced."
Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian U.N. ambassador, insisted that Palestine meets the qualifications for membership and said the General Assembly, where there are no vetoes, will vote May 10 on a resolution asking the Security Council to reconsider "favorably" Palestine's bid for full membership.
Responding to the United States, he told the assembly: "You cannot say that you support the two-state solution and stand idly by while Israel is openly trying to destroy the Palestinian state, as openly confessed to by the Israeli prime minister."
Israel's U.N. Ambassador Gilad Erdan countered that granting full U.N. membership to Palestine would have "two destructive results." It will "further incentivize terrorists," he said, and "it is a clear message to the Palestinians that they never, ever have to sit at the negotiating table, let alone make any compromises."

    


U.S. SAYS CONSTRUCTION OF OFFSHORE AID PIER FOR GAZA IS ON SCHEDULE
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. military's construction of a floating pier and causeway to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza is more than half done and remains on track to begin operations early this month, the Defense Department said Wednesday.
Pentagon spokesperson Sabrina Singh told reporters that the pier, which is located several miles offshore, is completely constructed and set up, and U.S. troops are now working on the causeway, which will be attached to the beach.
Singh said she did not have an exact date for the initial aid deliveries.
The USNS Roy P. Benavidez and several U.S. Army vessels are off the coast of Gaza assembling the pier and causeway. Once the causeway is finished, it will be anchored to the shore by the Israeli military. 

    


U.S. military officials have said that deliveries will begin after that, once final security assessments have been made and confirm that the distribution area is also safe and ready to go.
HAMAS LEADERS SAY THEY'RE STUDYING CEASE-FIRE PROPOSAL AND WORKING ON A RESPONSE
BEIRUT -- Hamas leaders say they are studying a cease-fire proposal put forward by Egyptian mediators and hope to respond by Thursday, according to a statement the militant group sent to The Associated Press late Wednesday.
The current round of truce talks between Israel and Hamas appears to be serious, but the sides remain far apart on one key issue -- whether the war should end as part of an emerging deal.
"Most probably tomorrow, Thursday, God willing the mediators will be given a response," the Hamas statement said.
Repeating their core positions, Hamas leadership said they're working on a response to the proposal that results in an end to Israel's military operations in the Gaza Strip, deliveries of much-needed humanitarian aid, and a start to rebuilding the devastated territory, as well as freeing hostages held by Hamas in exchange for Palestinian prisoners.
According to an Egyptian official familiar with the plan, Israel has offered an extended halt in fighting and withdrawal of troops from the territory. 
However, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeated his determination to attack Rafah in talks with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Wednesday.
BLINKEN PRAISES ISRAELI COMPROMISES IN CEASE-FIRE TALKS
ASHDOD, Israel -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken says Israel has made "very important" compromises in cease-fire efforts, and it is now up to Hamas to get the deal done.
Blinken made the announcement Wednesday after a day of talks with Israeli leaders, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, during his seventh trip to the region since the war erupted last October.
"Israel has made very important compromises," he said. "Hamas has to decide whether it will take the deal and actually advance the situation for the people that it purports to care about in Gaza."
"There's no time for further haggling. The deal is there," Blinken said, shortly before he was to depart.
Egyptian mediators have reported significant progress in the talks, though there still appear to be disagreements over Hamas' demand that a cease-fire include an end to the war and full withdrawal of all Israeli troops from Gaza.
Netanyahu, meanwhile, has pledged that Israel will invade the southern city of Rafah, Hamas' last stronghold, with or without a deal.
Blinken said the U.S. remains opposed to an Israeli operation in Rafah until Israel finds a way to protect civilians. An estimated 1.5 million Palestinians are seeking shelter in Rafah, most of them people who fled war in other parts of the territory.
Blinken said his talks with Netanyahu focused on an agreement that involves an immediate cease-fire, the return of Israeli hostages held in Gaza and longer term arrangements.
Blinken also said he is seeing "meaningful progress" in efforts to deliver much-needed humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip, speaking after a visit to Israel's border crossings used to deliver aid into Gaza.
Blinken praised recent Israeli efforts to increase the flow of aid - including the opening of an additional crossing into hard-hit northern Gaza on Wednesday. He also praised Israel for allowing its Ashdod seaport to be used for aid deliveries bound for Israel. He also lauded plans to open a new U.S.-built temporary pier off Gaza's shore to process additional aid.
"We have seen in recent weeks real meaningful progress that is starting to make a difference for people in Gaza," Blinken said. "It needs to be accelerated. It needs to be sustained."
ISRAEL REOPENS EREZ CROSSING FOR DIRECT AID DELIVERIES INTO NORTHERN GAZA
EREZ CROSSING, Israel -- Israel has reopened a border crossing to allow increased humanitarian aid into the hard-hit northern Gaza Strip for the first time since it was damaged on Oct. 7, bowing to intense U.S. pressure to increase aid deliveries.
The Erez crossing, which connects directly to northern Gaza, was reopened for the first time on Wednesday during a visit by U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken. International aid organizations have reported a widespread humanitarian disaster in Gaza, warning that hundreds of thousands of people face the risk of famine in the besieged territory's north.
"This is the first day that we reopened Erez crossing for a robust and continuous route for entrance of humanitarian aid into Gaza," said Col. Moshe Tetro, a top official in COGAT, the Israeli military agency for Palestinian civilian affairs. He said he expected the crossing to operate daily and that U.N. organizations would distribute the aid inside Gaza.
Before Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, Erez served as a passenger crossing for Palestinians, including medical patients, laborers and travelers, going in and out of Gaza. The crossing suffered heavy damage in the attack and has been closed since then.
Israel has previously allowed aid to enter Gaza via land crossings near the Egyptian border, and limited aid to pass through temporary crossings in northern Gaza. But aid organizations have struggled to distribute aid in Gaza's north, where the humanitarian situation is most dire. 
The delivery was reportedly held up for at least two hours by Israeli demonstrators who blocked the convoy after it entered the West Bank from neighboring Jordan on its way to Gaza.
Jordan's foreign ministry condemned "in the strongest terms" what it said was violence by Israeli extremists and accused the Israeli government of failing to protect the convoys.
PALESTINIANS IN GAZA RALLY IN SOLIDARITY WITH U.S. CAMPUS PROTESTS
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- A small group of Palestinians demonstrated Wednesday in central Gaza in solidarity with pro-Palestinian protests taking place across university campuses in the United States.
At a camp for displaced people in the city of Deir al-Balah, signs read: "Thanks for your solidarity! THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY." Other posters thanked several other American universities where pro-Palestinian demonstrations have been taking place, including Harvard, MIT, Northwestern and George Washington universities.
In the past two weeks, student groups opposed to Israel's military campaign against Hamas militants in Gaza have led protests across renowned American universities reaching from New York to Texas and California. They have called on the schools to stop doing business with Israel or companies that support the war in Gaza.
"This protest is to thank American universities and American students for standing with us and conveying our message to the world to stop the war and genocide that is taking place in Gaza," said Mai Afifi, a Palestinian university student.
"I hope that Arab and Islamic universities will stand with us like American universities and try to stop the genocide, because we are students with dreams and ambitions and we want to complete our university studies," Afifi added.
SISTER OF HAMAS' TOP LEADER PLACED UNDER HOUSE ARREST IN ISRAEL 
TEL AVIV, Israel --An Israeli court has released the sister of Hamas' top leader to house arrest, after she was indicted for incitement and identification with a terror group, Israeli media reported.
The sister of Hamas' supreme leader Ismail Haniyeh, Sabah Haniyeh, 57, was born in Gaza but has Israeli citizenship and lives in southern Israel. She was arrested in early April and indicted on April 21. 
Haniyeh was released to house arrest on Wednesday.
According to the indictment, she sent several messages praising the Oct. 7 attack to Whatsapp groups that seem to include members of the extended Haniyeh family. 
Previously, rights groups have accused Israel of cracking down on Palestinian online expression during the war. Palestinians have been arrested by Israeli authorities, fired by Israeli employers and expelled from Israeli schools for online speech deemed incendiary, rights groups say.
Israel is currently holding negotiations mediated by the U.S., Egypt and Qatar to try to release dozens of hostages held by Hamas in exchange for a cease-fire in the nearly 7-month-old war.
Ismail Haniyeh lives in exile in Qatar. 
TURKEY SAYS IT WILL JOIN SOUTH AFRICA'S CASE AGAINST ISRAEL AT ICJ
ANKARA, Turkey -- Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan says his country has decided to formally join the legal case alleging genocide filed by South Africa against Israel at the International Court of Justice.
Speaking at a joint news conference with his Indonesian counterpart, Retno Marsudi, in Ankara, Fidan said Turkey would submit an official application to intervene in the case against Israel at the ICJ after completing procedures. He did not give a time frame.
"We hope that with this step the proceedings at the International Court of Justice will move in the right direction," Fidan said.
South Africa filed a case at the ICJ accusing Israel of breaching the U.N. Genocide Convention with its military offensive against Hamas. Israel fervently denies that its military campaign in Gaza amounts to a breach of the Genocide Convention. 
Turkey is among the strongest critics of Israel's military actions in Gaza. Turkish President has described Israel's actions as war crimes and genocide while asserting that the Hamas militant group, considered a terrorist organization by Israel, the United States and the European Union, is fighting for the liberation of its lands and people. 
A LEAKED CEASE-FIRE AGREEMENT INCLUDES ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM GAZA 
CAIRO -- A leaked proposal detailing an emerging cease-fire agreement would include an Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip in exchange for a planned release of hostages.
The proposal, confirmed Wednesday by an Egyptian official and a Hamas official, sheds light on the thorny details being hammered out in a bid to secure the deal. The details were first reported by Al-Akhbar, a Lebanese newspaper close to Hamas and the Lebanese Hezbollah militant group.
According to the proposal, Hamas would release female civilian hostages in exchange for Palestinian prisoners during the first week of a 40-day initial phase of the deal.
After this first batch, Israeli troops would withdraw from a coastal road and head eastward to facilitate the entry of humanitarian aid and allow the return of displaced civilians to their homes in northern Gaza. Hamas would also provide a list of hostages who are still alive during that time.
Within the third week, both sides would start indirect negotiations that aim to restore permanent calm. Three weeks into the first phase, Israeli troops would withdraw from central Gaza.
The second six-week phase would finalize arrangements for a permanent calm, the release of all remaining hostages, both civilians and soldiers, held by Hamas, in exchange for more Palestinian prisoners. The soldier hostages will not be released before the start of the calm.
The third and final stage would include the release of the remains of hostages held in Gaza, more prisoners held by Israel and the start of a five-year reconstruction plan. The plan says that Hamas would agree not to rebuild its military arsenal.
Hamas earlier Wednesday said it wanted clarity from Egyptian mediators over certain terms of the deal, specifically over the unconditional return of displaced people to the north of Gaza and assurances the second stage will include a full withdrawal of all Israeli troops from Gaza.
The Egyptian and Hamas officials spoke on condition of anonymity because they were discussing behind the scenes negotiations.
___
By Associated Press writer Samy Magdy
IN ISRAEL, BLINKEN ADDRESSES PROTESTERS SEEKING HOSTAGES' RETURN
TEL AVIV, Israel -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken greeted the families of Israeli hostages held in Gaza who were protesting outside a meeting he held earlier Wednesday with Israel's president.
Blinken briefly greeted several dozen demonstrators calling for an immediate hostage release deal on the sidewalk outside a Tel Aviv hotel. Earlier, he had met the families of Americans held captive by Hamas.
Chanting "SOS, USA, only you can save the day" and "In Blinken we trust, bring them home to us," the protestors urged Blinken to make their case to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his War Cabinet.
Blinken told them that setting their loved ones free was "at the heart of everything we're trying to do."
In its Oct. 7 raid, Hamas killed 1,200 people and took some 250 people captive. About 100 were freed in a November truce. Hamas and other militant groups still hold 100, as well as the remains of 30 more, according to Israeli authorities.
Blinken is in the region to try to push Israel and Hamas to agree to a cease-fire deal that might bring a pause to the nearly seven-month-long war and free some of the remaining hostages. An emerging deal would see the release of 33 hostages in a first phase lasting six weeks, in exchange for the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners.
HEALTH MINISTRY ADDS 33 PEOPLE TO THE ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR DEATH TOLL IN GAZA
CAIRO -- The Gaza Health Ministry said Wednesday the bodies of 33 people killed by Israeli strikes have been brought to local hospitals over the past 24 hours. Hospitals also received 57 wounded, it said in its daily report.
That brings the overall Palestinian death toll from the Israel-Hamas war to at least 34,568, the ministry said, and 77,765 wounded.
The Health Ministry does not distinguish between fighters and civilians in its tallies, but says that women and children make up around two-thirds of those killed.
The Israeli military says it has killed 13,000 militants, without providing evidence to back up the claim.
HAMAS ASKS MEDIATORS TO CLARIFY CEASE-FIRE TERMS
CAIRO, Egypt -- Hamas has asked Egyptian and Qatari mediators to provide clarity on the terms of the latest cease-fire proposal being discussed as part of negotiations with Israel, an Egyptian official said Wednesday.
The official, who has close ties to the talks and spoke on condition of anonymity in order to freely discuss the deal, said Hamas wants clear terms for the unconditional return of displaced people to the north of Gaza and to ensure that the second stage of the deal will include discussing the gradual and complete withdrawal of all Israeli troops from the entire Gaza Strip.
The official said the current deal didn't fully explain who would be allowed to return north and how it would be decided.
It was not clear if Hamas' demand for clarity would delay progress on the deal that's emerging out of some of the first serious rounds of talks between the sides in months. Israel and Hamas have been far apart on the key issue of whether the war eventually ends as part of a later phase of the deal.
The emerging phased deal includes the release of 33 civilian and sick hostages held by militants in exchange for a halt to the fighting and the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails.
___
AP writer Samy Magdy contributed to this report.
BLINKEN IN ISRAEL TO PRESS THAT 'THE TIME IS NOW' FOR A CEASE-FIRE DEAL
TEL AVIV, Israel -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken was meeting with Israeli leaders on Wednesday, telling the country's ceremonial president that "the time is now" for a cease-fire deal.
Blinken has blamed Hamas for any delay is getting a deal off the ground.
"We are determined to get a cease-fire that brings the hostages home and to get it now, and the only reason that that wouldn't be achieved is because of Hamas," he said.
Blinken visited key regional leaders in Saudi Arabia and Jordan before arriving to Israel. He met Israeli President Isaac Herzog and was set to meet Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu later. According to the State Department, he will meet also with families of the hostages as well as visit an Israeli port where aid is entering for shipment to Gaza.
The emerging deal between Israel and Hamas appears to be gaining steam but a key sticking point remains over whether the war will end as part of the agreement, a demand Hamas has stuck to and which Israel rejects.
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    [image: Edgard Leblanc Fils, left, and Smith Augustin prepare to pose for a group photo with the transitional council after it named Fils as its president in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. The transitional council will act as the country's presidency until it can arrange presidential elections sometime before it disbands, which must be by February 2026. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: A shoeshiner walks past a bloodied body being removed by forensic workers in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Forensics said the body had gunshot wounds. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Edgard Leblanc Fils speaks after the transitional council named him president of the council in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. The transitional council will act as the country's presidency until it can arrange presidential elections sometime before it disbands, which must be by February 2026. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Police patrol near the National Palace amid the sound of gunshots in the distance in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Street vendors move their booth after gunshots broke out near the National Palace in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: People walk past the bloodied body of a person lying on the sidewalk in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Forensics, who said the body had gunshot wounds, took the body away. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: People walk past a forensics van holding a bloodied body after the body was removed from the sidewalk in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Forensics said the body had gunshot wounds. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A police officer stands guard as forensic workers remove a bloodied body from the sidewalk in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The forensic workers said the body had gunshot wounds. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A shoeshiner walks past a bloodied body being removed by forensic workers in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Forensics said the body had gunshot wounds. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Transitional council member Frisnel Joseph speaks during a ceremony to name its president and a prime minister in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. The transitional council will act as the country's presidency until it can arrange presidential elections sometime before it disbands, which must be by February 2026. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Edgard Leblanc Fils speaks after the transitional council named him president of the council in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. The transitional council will act as the country's presidency until it can arrange presidential elections sometime before it disbands, which must be by February 2026. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Street vendors move their booth after gunshots broke out near the National Palace in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: People walk past the bloodied body of a person lying on the sidewalk in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Forensics, who said the body had gunshot wounds, took the body away. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: People walk past a forensics van holding a bloodied body after the body was removed from the sidewalk in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Forensics said the body had gunshot wounds. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | People walk past a forensics van holding a bloodied body after the body was removed from the sidewalk in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Forensics said the body had gunshot wounds. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 10
People walk past a forensics van holding a bloodied body after the body was removed from the sidewalk in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Forensics said the body had gunshot wounds. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A police officer stands guard as forensic workers remove a bloodied body from the sidewalk in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The forensic workers said the body had gunshot wounds. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- A surprise announcement that revealed Haiti's new prime minister is threatening to fracture a recently installed transitional council tasked with choosing new leaders for the gang-riddled Caribbean country.
Four of seven council members with voting powers said Tuesday that they had chosen Fritz Belizaire as prime minister, taking many Haitians aback with their declaration and unexpected political alliance.
The council members who oppose Belizaire, who served as Haiti's sports minister during the second presidency of Rene Preval from 2006 to 2011, are now weighing options including fighting the decision or resigning from the council.




A person with direct knowledge of the situation who did not want to be identified because negotiations are ongoing said the council's political accord had been violated by the unexpected move and that some council members are considering other choices as potential prime minister.

    


The council on Tuesday was scheduled to hold an election and choose its president. But two hours and a profuse apology later, one council member said that not only a council president had been chosen, but a prime minister as well. Murmurs rippled through the room.
The Montana Accord, a civil society group represented by a council member with voting powers, denounced in a statement late Tuesday what it called a "complot" hatched by four council members against the Haitian people "in the middle of the night."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The political and economic mafia forces have decided to take control of the presidential council and the government so that they can continue to control the state," the Montana Accord said.
Haitian politics have long been characterized by secretive dealings, but many worry the country cannot afford further political instability as gangs lay siege to the capital of Port-au-Prince and beyond.

    


"People change parties (like) they're changing their shirts," said Francois Pierre-Louis, a professor of political science at Queens College in New York and former Haitian politician.
He spoke during an online webinar on Tuesday evening.
Like others, he said he believed that Jean-Charles Moise, a powerful politician who was a former senator and presidential candidate, was behind Belizaire's nomination.
"Interestingly, Moise, of all the politicians there, is the one calling the shots," Pierre-Louis said.
Moise, however, does not sit on the council. His party, Pitit Desalin, is represented by Emmanuel Vertilaire, who is among the four council members who support Belizaire.
The others are Louis Gerald Gilles, Smith Augustin and Edgard Leblanc Fils, the council's new president.
They could not be immediately reached for comment.
A document shared with The Associated Press and signed by the four council members who chose the new prime minister state they have agreed to make decisions by consensus. The document is titled, "Constitution of an Indissoluble Majority Bloc within the Presidential Council."
The move prompted the Fanmi Lavalas party to issue a statement Wednesday calling it a "masquerade" and "conspiracy" to guarantee that PHTK "thugs and their allies retain power...and continue the tradition of corruption."

    


"The Lavalas Family strongly rejects the betrayal scandal that occurred on April 30," the party said.
Fils represents the January 30 political group, which is made up of parties including PHTK, whose members include former President Michel Martelly and slain President Jovenel Moise. Meanwhile, Augustin represents the EDE/RED political party, founded by former Prime Minister Claude Joseph, and Gilles represents the Dec. 21 agreement, which is associated with f ormer Prime Minister Ariel Henry, who recently resigned.
Henry was on an official visit to Kenya to push for the U.N.-backed deployment of a police force from the East African country when gangs in Haiti launched coordinated attacks starting Feb. 29.
They have burned police stations, opened fire on the main international airport that remains closed since early March and stormed Haiti's two biggest prisons, releasing more than 4,000 inmates. The violence continues unabated in certain part of Port-au-Prince, including the area around the National Palace.

    


Haitians are demanding that security be a top priority for the council, which is tasked with selecting a new prime minister and Cabinet, as well as prepare for eventual general elections.
But some Haitians are wary of the council and the decisions it's taking.
Jean Selce, a 57-year-old electrician, noted that most of the council members are longtime politicians: "Their past is not really positive."
"I hope their mentality can change, but I don't believe it will," he said. "They don't really love the country. Who's dying right now? It's Haitians like me."
Robert Fatton, a Haitian politics expert at the University of Virginia, noted that some of the parties represented on the council are responsible for the current chaos in Haiti.

    


"It's a contradiction," he said. "Every time we seem to be in a crisis, we reappoint the same people and hope that they change their ways, but they do not."
Raising the same criticism is Michael Deibert, author of "Notes From the Last Testament: The Struggle for Haiti," and "Haiti Will Not Perish: A Recent History."
He noted in a recent essay that the council is "dominated by the same political currents who have spent the last 25 years driving Haiti over a cliff, taking advantage of impoverished young men in the slums to be used as political bludgeons before - bloated on the proceeds from kidnapping, extortion, drug trafficking and other criminal enterprises - these groups outgrew the necessity of their patrons."
More than 2,500 people have been killed or injured across Haiti from January to March, according to the U.N.
In addition, more than 90,000 people have fled Port-au-Prince in just one month given the relentless gang violence.
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    [image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) checks the scoreboard in the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Denver Nuggets, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James reacts as time runs out in the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Denver Nuggets Monday, April 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, right, pulls in a rebound as Denver Nuggets forward Michael Porter Jr. (1) defends in the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Monday, April 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, right, pulls in a rebound as Denver Nuggets forward Michael Porter Jr. (1) defends in the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Monday, April 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James gestures for a call in the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Denver Nuggets Monday, April 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Los Angeles Lakers head coach Darvin Ham, left, argues for a call with referee Kevin Scott, front right, in the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Denver Nuggets, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Denver Nuggets forward Aaron Gordon, center, collects a loose ball as Los Angeles Lakers guard D'Angelo Russell, left, and forward LeBron James defend in the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Monday, April 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- The futures of LeBron James and Darvin Ham with the Los Angeles Lakers are murky after their first-round playoff exit. 
One might choose to leave and the other might not have a choice.
For James, the decision is his -- whether he wants to wear purple and gold again in his 22nd NBA season.
For Ham, it's about whether the team brings him back for a third season as coach after back-to-back series losses to Denver.
Big decisions loom after the defending champion Nuggets eliminated Los Angeles from the playoffs with a 108-106 win in Game 5 on Monday. Soon after, James was asked if he had given any thought that this could very well be his last time pulling on his No. 23 Lakers jersey. 
"I'm not going to answer that," said James, who had 30 points and 11 assists.
All of it was difficult for James to process so soon after Jamal Murray drained the winning floater in the closing seconds. It was the second game in the series that Murray hit the game-winning shot. It was another game in which the Lakers blew a decent lead and a series in which they were oh-so-close to making it look even closer than a 4-1 win by Denver.

    


Not that James takes solace in that, or even uses it going forward should this team stay together.




"We lost. I'm not participation guy," James said. "You move on. ... It's hard to say who we are or who we can be, because we have yet to be whole (due to injuries)."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ham is on the hot seat after a second straight postseason exit at the hands of the Nuggets. He was asked how he would sum up what it's been like leading James and Anthony Davis, in this organization, as a first-time head coach.
"It's a great question," Ham said. "My mind is all over the place right now. Maybe at some point I'll give you an answer. It's been a hell of a two years, I'll tell you that. Ultimately, you want to win that ultimate prize."
What's next for James at the moment is family time. His son, Bronny, has a decision to make on whether he's going to stay in the NBA draft or go back to school. LeBron James plans to rest and then prepare for training camp with USA Basketball, in order to get ready for the Paris Games this summer.

    


James demurred when asked about his longtime goal of playing alongside Bronny in the pros.
"I haven't given much thought lately. I thought about it in the past," James said. "The kid has to do what he wants to do -- and I don't want to say kid no more, young man has to decide what he wants to do. I just think the fact that we're even having the conversation is pretty cool."
James doesn't exactly know what factors will weigh on his decision to return for a seventh season with the Lakers.
Not now, anyway.
"I'll sit down with Rich (Paul), my agent, and sit down with my family, see what's best, what's best for my career," James said. "We'll cross that when we need to." 
Should he want to chat, Davis is always available. 
"We complement each other," said Davis, who played through a shoulder stinger in Game 5 to finish with 17 points and 15 rebounds. "He knows how I feel about him. ... His goal is obviously to win and I feel like we can do that here."

    


James, the league's all-time leading scorer, will turn 40 on Dec. 30. He's got a lot of mileage running up and down the court. 
"Very taxing -- mentally, physically, spiritually, everything," James said of playing at this stage of his career. "It's a lot of dedication, a lot of hard work and a lot of long hours. It's very taxing, but it's rewarding.
"Because if you love the game, you love the process and you love being great, you don't mind taking the tax on your body and the mental and your psyche and things of that nature that comes with it."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/nba
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    [image: Ashnaelle Bijoux poses on campus, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at Norwich Free Academy in Norwich, Conn. Bijoux, a senior at NFA, has been unable to complete the FAFSA form due to a glitch with the form. Without the form and the financial aid it brings, Bijoux won't be able to pursue her goal of going to Southern Connecticut State University to become a therapist. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The last thing standing between Ashnaelle Bijoux and her college dream is the FAFSA form -- a financial aid application that's supposed to help students go to college, but is blocking her instead. She has tried to submit it over and over. Every time, it fails to go through.
"I feel overwhelmed and stressed out," said Bijoux, 19. She came close to tears the last time she tried the form. "I feel like I'm being held back."
Normally a time of celebration for high school seniors, this spring has been marred by the federal government's botched rollout of the new FAFSA application. By May 1, students usually know where they're headed to college in the fall. This year, most still haven't received financial aid offers. Three months before the start of fall classes, many don't know where they're going to college, or how they're going to pay for it. 

    


"We're asking them to make probably one of the biggest financial decisions -- and decisions that will have the biggest implications on their lives going forward -- without all of the information," said Justin Draeger, president and CEO of the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators.




The FAFSA, or Free Application for Federal Student Aid, went through a massive overhaul that was supposed to make it simpler and shorter. But a series of blunders by the Education Department made it harder than ever, delaying college decisions by months and raising fears that hundreds of thousands of students will forgo college entirely.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Across the United States, the number of students who have successfully submitted the FAFSA is down 29% from this time last year, and it's even worse at schools with more low-income students, according to the National College Attainment Network.
The group's CEO, Kim Cook, warned members of Congress this month about a potentially "catastrophic" drop in college enrollments that would make the decreases of the pandemic seem mild.

    


For Bijoux, of Norwich, Connecticut, the FAFSA problems threaten to undermine the promise of higher education.
To her, college is a chance to seize the opportunities that weren't available to her mother, who immigrated from Haiti to the U.S. as an adult. Bijoux hopes to become a therapist and set a positive example for her three younger brothers.
If her FAFSA goes through, she should be eligible for enough financial aid to help with the $ 13,000-a-year tuition at Southern Connecticut State University. If not, she might go to a local community college, but even that would require loans if she can't complete the FAFSA.
"That's why it hurts, because it's like you work so hard to go somewhere and do something and make something of yourself," Bijoux said. "I thought I would start at a four-year (college) and then work hard continuously, like I've been doing basically my whole life. But that's not the case."
The updated FAFSA form has one section filled out by students and another by their parents. But when Bijoux finishes her part, nothing shows up on her mom's online account. She keeps trying, but nothing seems to change.

    


Similar problems have been reported across the country, along with numerous other bugs that the Education Department has scrambled to fix. Families who call for customer service have faced long wait times or say the call center hung up on them. 
It "drains all the momentum" from families working to send their children to college, especially those navigating the process for the first time, said Anne Zinn, a counselor at Norwich Free Academy, where Bijoux goes to school.
"I can only say so many times, 'Just be patient, just be patient,' before they throw their hands up and they're like, 'Why am I doing this? I'm just gonna go get a job,'" she said.
The rollout has attracted bipartisan criticism in Congress, and it's being investigated at the request of Republicans. Last week, Richard Cordray, the federal student loan chief who oversaw the FAFSA update, announced he's stepping down at the end of June.
For colleges, too, the delays pose a major threat.

    


Enrollment decreases like those being projected now could put many small colleges out of business, or necessitate deep cuts in staff. Some colleges are pushing for emergency relief just to stay afloat, said Angel Perez, CEO of the National Association for College Admission Counseling.
"If they don't get checks from the federal government to basically get them through next year, they will not survive," Perez said.
The FAFSA has been the linchpin of student financial aid for decades. It's used to determine eligibility for the federal Pell grant, a scholarship for low-income students, and it's required to receive federal student loans. Colleges and states also use FAFSA to distribute their own scholarships.
FAFSA had long been maligned for being tedious, difficult and intimidating to families without college experience. Congress passed legislation in 2020 meant to simplify the form. The Education Department was ordered to reduce the number of questions from more than 100 to about 40, and change the formula to expand aid to more students.

    


Problems started piling up as soon as the new form went online in December, already months overdue.
The first applications were incorrectly processed using an outdated calculation for inflation. Later, a federal contractor miscalculated a different formula on more than 200,000 applications. Each mistake added to delays, leaving students waiting longer to hear anything about financial aid.
Even more worrisome is a misstep that blocked students from finishing the form if they have a parent without a Social Security number. Advocates say the system locked out hundreds of thousands of students who are U.S. citizens or permanent residents but whose parents are not.
The Education Department on Tuesday said it's giving those parents a new way to enter their tax information manually. But as recently as this week, some students said they were still blocked from submitting the form.
Federal education officials say they're addressing lingering bugs but making progress. More than 8 million student applications have now been processed and sent to colleges, the agency said, and new applications are being processed within three days.
Still, the wait is far from over. It usually takes weeks for schools to prepare financial aid offers. Some colleges have extended decision deadlines to give students more time to weigh their options. But some stuck to May 1, forcing students to choose a college -- and make a nonrefundable payment to hold their spot -- without knowing all their scholarship options.
In West Virginia, Gov. Jim Justice on Tuesday declared a state of emergency that allows students to receive state scholarships without having their FAFSA processed by the federal government. West Virginia has the lowest number of college graduates in the nation, and the state's high school FAFSA completion rates are currently down nearly 40%, said Justice, a Republican.
"Really and truly, a lot of kids are sitting on the sidelines ... wondering, 'Am I going to be able to go to college?' " he said during a news briefing.
In Baltimore, Camryn Carter is waiting to find out if he'll get a full ride to the University of Maryland or face tens of thousands of dollars in student loans.
A top student and captain of his baseball and wrestling teams, Carter sees college as a step up in life. He thinks back to the times in the grocery store line when he had to put items back on the shelf because his mom couldn't afford the bill. A college degree would give him the stability he didn't always have, the 18-year-old said.
But when he looks at tuition, it's intimidating. Along with Maryland, he's also considering McDaniel College, a private school in Maryland. If he enrolls there, he expects to borrow almost $30,000 a year.
"I try to make the best decisions now so I can have a good future," he said. "I'm a little nervous that things won't work out. But I'm faithful."
__
Leah Willingham contributed reporting from Charleston, West Virginia.
__
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Millions of Americans who have used new obesity drugs like Wegovy to lose weight and improve health are wondering what happens if they stop taking them. Experts say the medications were designed and tested to be taken indefinitely to treat the disease of obesity. (AP Video: Mary Conlon)
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    [image: FILE - Donna Cooper holds up a dosage of Wegovy, a drug used for weight loss, at her home in Front Royal, Va., on Friday, March 1, 2024. "To me, it's a help, it's an aid," says Cooper, 62, who lost nearly 40 pounds in nine months using Wegovy along with diet and exercise. "At some point you have to come off of them. I don't want to be on them forever." (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)]
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                                        Millions of Americans who have dropped pounds and boosted their health using popular obesity drugs like Wegovy are facing a new dilemma: What happens if they stop taking them?
Many worry that they'll regain weight and revert to old habits. In studies, people who paused the drugs put back on most of the weight they lost.
But others are gambling on a do-it-yourself strategy to ease off the drugs and stay slim by stretching out doses, taking the medication intermittently or stopping and starting again only if needed.
More than 3 million prescriptions for the new medications are dispensed each month in the U.S., according to 2023 data from the health technology company IQVIA. They include semaglutide, the drug in Ozempic and Wegovy, and tirzepatide, the drug in Mounjaro and Zepbound.
But many people don't stick with it. One study published in the journal Obesity found that just 40% of patients who filled a prescription for Wegovy in 2021 or 2022 were still taking it a year later.

    


Here's what you need to know about taking a break from these new medications: 
HOW ARE THE DRUGS DESIGNED TO BE TAKEN? 
Doctors who treat obesity stress that the disease is a chronic condition that must be managed indefinitely, like heart disease or high blood pressure. The new injection drugs work by mimicking hormones in the gut and the brain to regulate appetite and feelings of fullness. They were designed -- and tested -- to be used continuously, experts said.




"I don't think they should be used in intermittent fashion. It's not approved for that. They don't work like that," said Dr. Andres Acosta, an obesity researcher at the Mayo Clinic.
WHY DO PEOPLE WANT TO STOP THE DRUGS? 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some people who achieved their health and weight goals with the drugs are looking for an offramp, said Dr. Amy Rothberg, who directs a weight-management and diabetes treatment program at the University of Michigan.
"Many of them want to step down or de-escalate their dose," she said. "And they're also wanting to ultimately discontinue the medication."

    


Some patients don't like side effects such as nausea and constipation. Others want to stop for holidays or special occasions -- or just because they don't want to take the weekly shots indefinitely, said Dr. Katherine Saunders, an obesity expert at Weill Cornell Medicine and co-founder of the obesity treatment company Intellihealth.
"To me, it's a help, it's an aid," said Donna Cooper of Front Royal, Virginia, who lost nearly 40 pounds (18 kilograms) in nine months using Wegovy along with diet and exercise. "At some point you have to come off of them. I don't want to be on them forever."
Other people have been forced to ration or halt doses because the drugs are costly -- $1,000 to $1,300 per month -- and insurance coverage varies or because demand has far outstripped supply, Rothberg noted.
WHAT HAPPENS IF THEY STOP?

The drugs work by changing the way the body processes and stores energy. When people stop taking it, many gain back the weight they lost, plus more. And many report a return of symptoms of obesity such as so-called food noise or intrusive thoughts of food, raging hunger and decreased feelings of fullness when they eat. 

    


Some people who stop the drugs and start again have severe stomach side effects. Others find the drugs don't work as well as before. There's no data on the long-term effects of intermittent use, Saunders said. 
"I don't think it's a strategy that will work for most individuals, but it could be an option for select patients," she said. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: FILE - This Dec. 1, 2012 file photo shows a silhouette of a crucifix and a stained glass window inside a Catholic Church in New Orleans. In April 2024, Louisiana State Police carried out a sweeping search warrant at the Archdiocese of New Orleans, seeking a long-secreted cache of church records and communications between local church leaders and the Vatican about the church's handling of clergy sexual abuse. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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[image: FILE - This Sept. 21, 2019, file booking image made from video and provided by the Orleans Parish Sheriff's Office in New Orleans, La., shows George F. Brignac. Litigation involving Brignac turned up thousands of still-secret emails documenting behind-the-scenes public relations work that New Orleans Saints executives did for the archdiocese in 2018 and 2019 to contain fallout from clergy abuse scandals. (Orleans Parish Sheriff's Office via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this March 27, 2019, file photo, New Orleans Archbishop Gregory Aymond speaks during an interview at the archdiocese office in New Orleans, La. In April 2024, Louisiana State Police carried out a sweeping search warrant at the Archdiocese of New Orleans, seeking a long-secreted cache of church records and communications between local church leaders and the Vatican about the church's handling of clergy sexual abuse. (David Grunfeld/The Advocate via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Members of SNAP, the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, including Richard Windmann, left, and John Gianoli, right, hold signs during a conference in front of the New Orleans Saints training facility in Metairie, La., Wednesday Jan. 29, 2020. In April 2024, Louisiana State Police carried out a sweeping search warrant at the Archdiocese of New Orleans, seeking a long-secreted cache of church records and communications between local church leaders and the Vatican about the church's handling of clergy sexual abuse. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton, File)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Authorities have expanded an investigation of clergy sexual abuse in the Roman Catholic Church in New Orleans to include senior church officials suspected of shielding predatory priests for decades and failing to report their crimes to law enforcement. 
Louisiana State Police carried out a sweeping search warrant last week at the Archdiocese of New Orleans, seeking a long-secreted cache of church records and communications between local church leaders and the Vatican about the church's handling of clergy sexual abuse. 
The search signaled a new phase of the investigation that will seek to determine what particular church leaders, including Archbishop Gregory Aymond and his predecessors, knew about claims that the warrant describes as "ignored and in many cases covered up." 
"The Archdiocese of New Orleans has been openly discussing the topic of sex abuse for over 20 years," Bill Kearney, an archdiocese spokesman, said in a statement. "In keeping with this, we also are committed to working with law enforcement in these endeavors."

    


The warrant contained several new details about the sex-trafficking investigation, including claims that some victims were sexually assaulted in a seminary swimming pool after being ordered to "skinny dip." Separately, the warrant says, predatory priests developed a system of sharing victims by giving them "gifts" that they were instructed to pass on to clergymen at other schools or churches. 




"It was said that the 'gift' was a form of signaling to another priest that the person was a target for sexual abuse," state police investigator Scott Rodrigue wrote in an affidavit in support of the warrant. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The warrant sought an exhaustive range of personnel records, "files contained in any and all safes" and documents showing the extent to which the archdiocese continued supporting clergymen even after they were added to the so-called credibly accused list of suspected predators. 

    


The warrant also confirmed a parallel FBI examination of clergy sexual abuse reported by The Associated Press nearly two years ago. That investigation has examined whether priests took children across state lines to molest them.
"No one and no institution is above the law, especially when we are talking about protecting children from the horrors of child sexual abuse," said Kathryn Robb, executive director of Child USAdvocacy, a nonprofit that advocates on behalf of child sexual abuse accusers. "This warrant is the necessary muscle of the criminal system to protect children." 
Many of the most explosive church records surfaced in a flood of sexual abuse lawsuits that drove the archdiocese to seek Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection four years ago. The documents chronicle years of abuse claims, interviews with accused clergy and a pattern of church leaders transferring problem priests, but they have been shielded under a sweeping confidentiality order in the bankruptcy case that has long hampered the state and federal investigations. 
"We have been forced, against our own professional obligations, to keep them secret," said attorneys Richard Trahant, Soren Gisleson and John Denenea, who represent the accusers.

    


The Vatican did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday and rarely weighs in on developments in local clergy abuse cases. But for decades, the message from Rome to local church leaders was to keep clergy abuse files in the secret archives.
To date, the Vatican still has not required abuse cases to be reported to police around the world, though it now says local church leaders should comply with whatever civil reporting laws are in place. In addition, as the clergy abuse scandal has continued to cause a credibility crisis for the Catholic hierarchy worldwide, Pope Francis in 2019 removed the top-level secrecy that covered abuse cases, known as the pontifical secret. 
Prior to that, local church leaders regularly invoked the pontifical secret as a reason to resist criminal subpoenas. In theory, the removal of the secret removed any official barrier to such cooperation.

    


In New Orleans, the search could deepen the legal peril for church leaders, exposing them to potential state court prosecutions even as the U.S. Justice Department has struggled to identify federally prosecutable crimes related to clergy sexual abuse. 
Last year, an Orleans Parish grand jury indicted Lawrence Hecker, a now-92-year-old disgraced priest, on charges accusing him of sexually assaulting a teenage boy in 1975 -- an extraordinary prosecution that prompted the broader search of the archdiocese last week. 
Hecker has pleaded not guilty to counts of rape, kidnapping, aggravated crime against nature and theft. He is accused of choking the teen unconscious under the guise of performing a wrestling move and sexually assaulting him.
The archdiocese failed to report Hecker's admissions to law enforcement while permitting him to work around children until he quietly left the ministry in 2002. Church officials reassigned Hecker even after he was sent to a psychiatric facility in Pennsylvania and "diagnosed as a pedophile," the warrant says. 

    


"Hecker was not the only member of the archdiocese sent to receive psychiatric testing based on allegations of child sexual abuse," Rodrigue wrote in the warrant. 
The age of the Hecker case presents legal and evidentiary hurdles for prosecutors, who also face the political sensitivity of prosecuting a longtime clergyman in heavily Catholic New Orleans. Many predator priests have escaped criminal consequences in Louisiana for those reasons, making the scope of last week's search even more notable. 
One high-profile exception came in 2019 in the case of George F. Brignac, a longtime deacon and schoolteacher charged with sexually assaulting a then-altar boy in the 1970s. Brignac died in 2020 while awaiting trial at the age of 85. He had pleaded not guilty.
Litigation involving Brignac turned up thousands of still-secret emails documenting behind-the-scenes public relations work that New Orleans Saints executives did for the archdiocese in 2018 and 2019 to contain fallout from clergy abuse scandals.
___
Associated Press reporter Nicole Winfield contributed from Rome. 
___
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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'A step back in time': America's Catholic Church sees an immense shift toward the old ways
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- It was the music that changed first. Or maybe that's just when many people at the pale brick Catholic church in the quiet Wisconsin neighborhood finally began to realize what was happening.
The choir director, a fixture at St. Maria Goretti for nearly 40 years, was suddenly gone. Contemporary hymns were replaced by music rooted in medieval Europe.
So much was changing. Sermons were focusing more on sin and confession. Priests were rarely seen without cassocks. Altar girls, for a time, were banned.
At the parish elementary school, students began hearing about abortion and hell.
"It was like a step back in time," said one former parishioner, still so dazed by the tumultuous changes that began in 2021 with a new pastor that he only spoke on condition of anonymity.
It's not just St. Maria Goretti.
Across the U.S., the Catholic Church is undergoing an immense shift. Generations of Catholics who embraced the modernizing tide sparked in the 1960s by Vatican II are increasingly giving way to religious conservatives who believe the church has been twisted by change, with the promise of eternal salvation replaced by guitar Masses, parish food pantries and casual indifference to church doctrine.
The shift, molded by plummeting church attendance, increasingly traditional priests and growing numbers of young Catholics searching for more orthodoxy, has reshaped parishes across the country, leaving them sometimes at odds with Pope Francis and much of the Catholic world.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The changes are not happening everywhere. There are still plenty of liberal parishes, plenty that see themselves as middle-of-the-road. Despite their growing influence, conservative Catholics remain a minority.
Yet the changes they have brought are impossible to miss.
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The progressive priests who dominated the U.S. church in the years after Vatican II are now in their 70s and 80s. Many are retired. Some are dead. Younger priests, surveys show, are far more conservative.
"They say they're trying to restore what us old guys ruined," said the Rev. John Forliti, 87, a retired Twin Cities priest who fought for civil rights and reforms in Catholic school sex education.
Doug Koesel, an outspoken 72-year-old priest at Blessed Trinity Parish in Cleveland, was blunter: "They're just waiting for us to die."
At St. Maria Goretti, once steeped in the ethos of Vatican II, many parishioners saw the changes as a requiem.
"I don't want my daughter to be Catholic," said Christine Hammond, whose family left the parish when the new outlook spilled into the church's school and her daughter's classroom. "Not if this is the Roman Catholic Church that is coming."
But this is not a simple story. Because there are many who welcome this new, old church.
They often stand out in the pews, with the men in ties and the women sometimes with the lace head coverings that all but disappeared from American churches more than 50 years ago. Often, at least a couple families will arrive with four, five or even more children, signaling their adherence to the church's ban on contraception, which most American Catholics have long casually ignored.
They attend confession regularly and adhere strictly to church teachings. Many yearn for Masses that echo with medieval traditions - more Latin, more incense more Gregorian chants.
"We want this ethereal experience that is different from everything else in our lives," said Ben Rouleau, who until recently led St. Maria Goretti's young adult group, which saw membership skyrocket even as the parish shrank amid the turmoil.
They are, Rouleau said, happily out of touch with a liberal city like Madison.
"It's radical in some ways," Rouleau said. "We're returning to the roots of the church."
If this movement emerged from anywhere, it might be a now-demolished Denver football stadium and a borrowed military helicopter carrying in Pope John Paul II.
Some 500,000 people descended on Denver in 1993 for the Catholic festival World Youth Day. When the pope's helicopter landed just outside Mile High Stadium, the ground shook from the stomping.
The pope, whose grandfatherly appearance belied an electric charisma, and who was beloved both for his kindness and his sternness, confronted an American church shaped by three decades of progressive change.
If the church is often best known to non-Catholics for its opposition to abortion, it had grown increasingly liberal since Vatican II. Birth control was quietly accepted in many parishes, and confession barely mentioned. Catholic social teaching on poverty suffused churches. Most priests traded in their cassocks for plain black shirts with Roman collars. Incense and Latin became increasingly rare.
On some issues, John Paul II agreed with these liberal-minded Catholics. He spoke against capital punishment and pushed for workers' rights. He preached relentlessly about forgiveness - "the oxygen that purifies the air of hatred." He forgave his own would-be assassin.
But he was also uncompromising on dogma, warning about change and cracking down on liberal theologians. He urged a return to forgotten rituals.
Catholics "are in danger of losing their faith," he told crowds at the final Denver Mass, decrying abortion, drug abuse, and what he called "sexual disorders," a barely veiled reference to growing acceptance of gay rights.
Across the nation, fervent young Catholics listened.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Newman Centers, which serve Catholic university students, became increasingly popular. So did FOCUS, a traditionalist organization working on American college campuses. Conservative Catholic media grew, particularly the cable TV network EWTN, a prominent voice for increased orthodoxy.
Today, conservative Catholic America has its own constellation of online celebrities aimed at young people. There's Sister Miriam James, an ever-smiling nun in full habit who talks openly about her hard-partying college days. There's Jackie Francois Angel, who speaks in shockingly frank detail about sex, marriage and Catholicism. There's Mike Schmitz, a movie-star handsome Minnesota priest who exudes kindness while insisting on doctrine.
Even today, surveys show most American Catholics are far from orthodox. Most support abortion rights. The vast majority use birth control.
But increasingly, those Catholics are not in church.
In 1970, more than half of America's Catholics said they went to Mass at least once a week. By 2022, that had fallen to 17%, according to CARA, a research center affiliated with Georgetown University. Among millennials, the number is just 9%.
Even as the U.S. Catholic population has jumped to more than 70 million, driven in part by immigration from Latin America, ever-fewer Catholics are involved in the church's most important rites. Infant baptisms have fallen from 1.2 million in 1965 to 440,000 in 2021, CARA says. Catholic marriages have dropped by well over two-thirds.
The shrinking numbers mean that those who remain in the church have outsized influence compared with the overall Catholic population.
On the national level, conservatives increasingly dominate the U.S. Catholic Bishops Conference and the Catholic intellectual world. They include everyone from the philanthropist founder of Domino's Pizza to six of the nine U.S. Supreme Court justices.
Then there's the priesthood.
Young priests driven by liberal politics and progressive theology, so common in the 1960s and 70s, have "all but vanished," said a 2023 report from The Catholic Project at Catholic University, based on a survey of more than 3,500 priests.
Today's young priests are far more likely to believe that the church changed too much after Vatican II, tangling itself up in America's rapidly shifting views on everything from women's roles to LGBTQ people.
"There really aren't very many liberals in the seminaries anymore," said a young, recently ordained Midwestern priest. He spoke on condition of anonymity because of the turmoil that engulfed his parish after he began pressing for more orthodox services. "They wouldn't feel comfortable."
Sometimes, the shift toward orthodoxy happens slowly. Maybe there's a little more Latin sprinkled into Mass, or an occasional reminder to go to confession. Maybe guitars are relegated to Saturday evening services, or dropped completely.
And sometimes the changes come like a whirlwind, dividing parishes between those thirsting for a more reverent Catholicism and those who feel their spiritual home has been taken from them.
"You'd leave Mass thinking, 'Holy cow! What just happened?'" said another ex-parishioner at St. Maria Goretti, whose family eventually left the church, describing the 2021 promotion of a new pastor, and a sudden focus on sin and confession.
Like many former parishioners, he spoke only on condition of anonymity, worried about upsetting friends still at the church. Diocesan clergy did not respond to requests for interviews.
"I'm a lifelong Catholic. I grew up going to church every Sunday," he said. "But I'd never seen anything like this."
The new outlook has spilled across America.
In churches from Minnesota to California, parishioners have protested changes introduced by new conservative priests. In Cincinnati, it came when the new priest abandoned gospel music and African drumming. In small-town North Carolina, it was an intense focus on Latin. In east Texas, it was a right-wing bishop forced out by the Vatican after accusing Pope Francis of undermining church teachings.
Each can seem like one more skirmish in the cultural and political battles tearing at America.
But the movement, whether called conservative or orthodox or traditionalist or authentic, can be hard to define.
It ranges from Catholics who want more incense, to Latin Mass adherents who have brought back ancient prayers that mention "the perfidious Jew." There are right-wing survivalists, celebrity exorcists, environmentalists and a handful of quasi-socialists.
There's the Catholic news outlet railing against the Vatican's "wicked entourage," and the small-town Wisconsin priest who traces COVID-19 to a century-old prophecy and warns of looming dictatorship. There's the recent "Catholic Prayer for Trump," a $1,000-a-plate dinner at the former president's Mar-a-Lago resort, featuring a string of conspiracy theorists.
Yet the orthodox movement can also seem like a tangle of forgiveness and rigidity, where insistence on mercy and kindness mingle with warnings of eternity in hell.
Looming over the American divide is Pope Francis, who has pushed the global church to be more inclusive, even as he toes the line on most dogma.
The orthodox movement has watched him nervously from the first days of his papacy, angered by his more liberal views on issues like gay relationships and divorce. Some reject him entirely.
And the pope clearly worries about America.
The U.S. church has "a very strong reactionary attitude," he told a group of Jesuits last year. "Being backward-looking is useless."
You can find this new vision of Catholic America at Latin Masses in Milwaukee, the pews crowded with worshippers even at noon on a weekday. It's in conferences held in California wine country, at reinvigorated parishes in Tennessee and prayer groups in Washington, D.C.
And it's at a little Kansas college built high on a bluff above the Missouri River.
At first glance, nothing seems unusual about Benedictine College.
Students worry about unfinished essays and the complexities of dating. They wear cutoff shorts on warm autumn afternoons. Football is huge. The cafeteria food is mediocre.
But look deeper.
Because at Benedictine, Catholic teaching on contraception can slip into lessons on Plato, and no one is surprised if you volunteer for 3 a.m. prayers. Pornography, pre-marital sex and sunbathing in swimsuits are forbidden.
If these rules seem like precepts of a bygone age, that hasn't stopped students from flocking to Benedictine and other conservative Catholic colleges.
At a time when U.S. college enrollment is shrinking, Benedictine's expansion over the last 15 years has included four new residence halls, a new dining hall and an academic center. An immense new library is being built. The roar of construction equipment never seems to stop.
Enrollment, now about 2,200, has doubled in 20 years.
Students, many of whom grew up in conservative Catholic families, jokingly call it "the Benedictine bubble." And it might be a window into the future of the Catholic Church in America.
In a deeply secular America, where an ever-churning culture provides few absolute answers, Benedictine offers the reassurance of clarity.
"We don't all agree on everything, obviously," said John Welte, a senior majoring in economics and philosophy. "But I would say everyone has an understanding of, like, truth."
"There are certain things you can just know in your mind: This is right, and this is wrong."
Sometimes, people here quietly admit, it goes too far. Like the students who loudly proclaim how often they go to Mass, or the young man who quit his classics course because he refused to read the works of ancient Greek pagans.
Very often, talk here echoes the 13th-century writings of St. Thomas Aquinas, who believed God could be found in truth, goodness and beauty. Sometimes, they say, that means finding God in strict tenets about sexuality. Sometimes in the haunting beauty of Gregorian chants.
"It's a renewal of, like, some really, really good things that we might have lost," said Madeline Hays, a pensive 22-year-old senior biology major.
She takes the church's rules seriously, from pre-marital sex to confession. She can't stand modern church architecture. She's seriously considering becoming a nun.
But she also worries about poverty and America's wastefulness and the way Americans -including herself - can find themselves slotted into the political divide without even knowing it.
She wrestles with her belief in an unerring Catholic doctrine that can see good people, including some of her own friends, as sinners.
Yet she doesn't want change.
"The church wouldn't be the church if it changed things it had set down as, 'This is infallible doctrine and this will not change through the ages,'" she said.
They understand that in Benedictine's small, mostly closeted gay community. Like the young man, once deeply religious, who suffers in silence as people on campus casually throw around anti-gay slurs.
He's thought many times of leaving, but generous financial aid keeps him here. And after many years, he's accepted his sexuality.
He's seen the joy that people can get from Benedictine, how some will move back to Atchison after graduation, just to stay close.
But not him.
"I don't think I'll come back to Atchison - not ever."
For decades, the pews at St. Maria Goretti were filled with the families of plumbers, engineers and professors from the University of Wisconsin, just a couple miles up the road. The church is a well-kept island of Catholicism tucked into the leafy residential streets of one of America's most liberal cities.
Like so many other parishes, it had been shaped by the ideals of the 1960s and 1970s. Poverty and social justice became tightly interwoven with sermons and parish life. Gay people felt welcome. Some of the church's moral absolutes, like the contraception ban, became forgotten dogma.
Change arrived in 2003 with a new bishop, Robert C. Morlino, an outspoken conservative. Many liberals remember him as the man who lambasted the message of acceptance in the modern hymn, "All Are Welcome."
His successor, Bishop Donald J. Hying, steers clear of public battles. But in many ways, he quietly carries on Morlino's legacy, warning about "the tangled thinking of Modernism."
In 2021, Hying named the Rev. Scott Emerson, a onetime top Morlino aide, as pastor of the Madison church.
Parishioners watched - some pleased, some uneasily - as their spiritual home was remodeled. 
There was more incense, more Latin, more talk of sin and confession.
Emerson's sermons are not all fire-and-brimstone. He speaks often about forgiveness and compassion. But his tone shocked many longtime parishioners.
Protection is needed, he said in a 2023 service, from "the spiritual corruption of worldly vices." He has warned against critics - "the atheists, journalists, politicians, the fallen-away Catholics" - he said were undermining the church.
For some, Emerson's changes were welcome.
"A lot of us were like, 'Hey, more confession! Sweet!" said Rouleau, who ran the parish young adult group. "Better music!"
But the parish - which in mid-2023 became part of a two-church "pastorate" amid a diocese-wide restructuring - was shrinking fast.
For decades, many traditional Catholics have wondered if the church would - and perhaps should - shrink to a smaller but more faithful core.
In ways, that's how St. Maria Goretti looks today. The 6:30 a.m. Friday Mass, Rouleau says, is increasingly popular among young people. But once-packed Sunday Masses now have empty pews. Donations are down. School enrollment plunged.
Some who left have gone to more liberal parishes. Some joined Protestant churches. Some abandoned religion entirely.
"I'm not a Catholic anymore," said Hammond, the woman who left when the church's school began to change. "Not even a little bit."
But Emerson insists the Catholic Church's critics will be proven wrong.
"How many have laughed at the church, announcing that she was passe, that her days were over and that they would bury her?" he said in a 2021 Mass.
"The church," he said, "has buried every one of her undertakers."
___
Associated Press journalist Jessie Wardarski contributed to this report.
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New era for pot regulation leaves old problem: Many cannabis companies can't find a bank

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A marijuana plant is visible at a medical marijuana dispensary in Egg Harbor Township, N.J., March 22, 2019 The Biden administration's move to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous but still illegal drug was hailed as a monumental step in reshaping national policy. But it appears it would do little to ease a longstanding problem in the industry, a lack of loans and banking services other businesses take for granted. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The Biden administration's move to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous but still controlled drug was hailed as a monumental step in reshaping national policy. But it might do little to ease a longstanding problem in the cannabis industry -- a lack of loans, checking accounts and banking services that other businesses take for granted.
"As far as financial institutions, I don't necessarily think it's going to have a demonstrable effect" on how they deal with cannabis operators, said Morgan Fox, political director for the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws, or NORML. 
Similarly, a banking trade group expected no shift in the legal landscape with the proposed change.
"Any potential decision from the administration to reclassify cannabis has no bearing on the legal issues around banking cannabis," said Blair Bernstein, a spokesperson for the American Bankers Association. "Cannabis would still be illegal under federal law, and that is a line many banks in this country will not cross."

    


Most Americans live in states where marijuana is legally available in some form. But there's a continuing problem when it comes to banks: Many financial institutions don't want anything to do with money from the cannabis industry for fear it could expose them to legal trouble from the federal government.




That conflict has left many growers and sellers in the burgeoning industry in a conundrum in which they are shut out of everyday financial services like opening a bank account or obtaining a credit card. It also has forced many businesses to operate only in cash -- sometimes vast amounts -- making them ripe targets for crime.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the U.S. Senate Wednesday, Majority Leader Chuck Schumer reintroduced legislation that would remove cannabis from the federal list of controlled substances, expunge criminal records of Americans with low-level marijuana offenses and set new standards to prevent impaired driving. He said the bill has 18 sponsors in the chamber, a sign of momentum for federal marijuana reform.

    


Approving the bill would "help our country close the book once and for all on the awful and harmful and failed War on Drugs, which all too often has been nothing more than a war on Americans of color," Schumer said. Congress needs "to bring federal cannabis policy into the 21st century." 
Under the Biden administration plan, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration would move marijuana from its current classification as a Schedule I drug, alongside heroin and LSD, to a Schedule III drug, alongside ketamine and some anabolic steroids. The plan, which was confirmed to The Associated Press on Tuesday by five people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive regulatory review, follows a recommendation from the federal Health and Human Services Department. 
Schedule III drugs are subject to various rules that allow for some medical uses, and for federal criminal prosecution of anyone who traffics in the drugs without permission. 

    


It could take months for the proposal to wind through a series of regulatory hurdles in Washington. The election-year push could help steady Biden's shaky popularity, especially with younger voters who tend to have a more welcoming view of marijuana use.
The lack of banking services has created a fear-inducing ritual for many operators, who are forced to travel with large sums of cash to make tax payments.
Proposals that would allow banks to handle marijuana funds without the risk of federal prosecution have stalled in Congress for years.
Rescheduling might make some banks more willing to consider doing business with cannabis firms, said Julie A. Hill, a professor at the University of Alabama School of Law. But even then, they would face costly regulatory requirements to vet funds coming from the industry -- because the federal government lists cannabis as illegal, every marijuana-related transaction is considered suspicious, Hill said in an email.
"Cannabis is still an emerging market with a lot of credit risk," Hill added. Even with rescheduling "cannabis companies should expect that banking services will still be expensive."

    


Dotan Y. Melech, CEO of cannabis credit rating agency CTrust, echoed that, saying, "The reality is that current lending practices are unlikely to change without better understanding cannabis risk."
A Congressional Research Service report last year said about 675 financial institutions -- a fraction of the banking industry -- are doing business with cannabis companies. The nonpartisan agency also noted that "the depth and breadth of financial services that depository institutions are providing to marijuana businesses is unclear."
Adam Goers, senior vice president of multistate operator The Cannabist Company, who chairs the industry group Coalition for Cannabis Scheduling Reform, called the administration's proposal a historic step that would open the way for research and much-needed tax changes that would benefit operators.

    


A perfect companion, he said, would be the latest version of a banking bill pending in Congress, the so-called SAFER Banking Act that would allow banks to provide services to the cannabis industry in those states where it's legal.
Without the bill, it's not clear if more banks will enter the cannabis marketplace, he said.
Morgan Paxhia, co-founder of Poseidon Investment Management, called rescheduling "a crucial move towards federal legalization" that would encourage investment.
"We anticipate a surge in liquidity as sidelined capital enters the market, drawn by the potential for legal businesses to thrive," Paxhia said in a statement.
___
Associated Press writer Lindsay Whitehurst contributed to this report from Washington.
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Utah public schools have been rushing to prepare students and teachers as the state starts cracking down Wednesday on any school found not enforcing new bathroom restrictions for transgender people.
Residents and visitors are required under state law to use bathrooms and changing rooms in government-owned buildings that correspond with their sex assigned at birth. Although the law took effect when Republican Gov. Spencer Cox signed it Jan. 30, it was not widely enforced before a key compliance mechanism began this week. Schools and government agencies now face steep fines of up to $10,000 per day for each violation.
The rollout has been roiled in confusion for Utah families amid a patchwork of plans that differ across districts. Their experiences are mirrored in many of the other 10 Republican-led states with similar restroom restrictions. Enforcement of one of those laws -- in Idaho -- has been put on hold by a court. 

    


Utah state Rep. Kera Birkeland, a Morgan Republican and the bill's primary sponsor, has argued it's a necessary safeguard against people who might claim they're transgender to infiltrate a gendered space. She pitched the law as a safety measure to protect the privacy of women and girls without citing evidence of threats or assaults by trans people against them. Trans residents say she has used a hypothetical to justify exclusion.




Legislators left it up to each school district to decide how it will communicate the changes. Some have held classroom presentations. Others have sent home fact sheets or met privately with families who might be affected.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Despite their different approaches, the state's largest school districts say they share a common goal: make affected individuals feel safe while handling any issues in-house. 
Principals in the Granite, Alpine, Davis and Salt Lake City school districts have been trained to address bathroom concerns on an individual basis, with discretion and empathy for LGBTQ+ students, spokespeople for the districts said.

    


The law requires schools to create "privacy plans" for those who do not feel comfortable using group bathrooms, but Graham Beeton, 11, said such accommodations can be isolating. The Salt Lake City fifth grader, who uses he/they pronouns, said he feels loved by his classmates and does not understand why the government cares which bathroom he uses.
"It hurts me," Beeton said. "I might be uncomfortable going into that restroom, so I want to go into a different one, but the law doesn't say that I can."
Trans people in Utah may only use facilities that align with their gender identity if they've legally changed the gender on their birth certificate and undergone certain gender-affirming surgeries, which are rarely performed on minors.
Draped in an LGBTQ+ pride flag with rainbows painted on his cheeks, Beeton beckoned his classmates to a block party held just across the street from Bonneville Elementary School on Monday afternoon. With teachers in all Salt Lake City schools set to present about the bathroom law, his mom and many other parents pulled their kids out early and threw a party in support of affected students and staff.

    


Among them was Mia Norman, an emergency room technician and the mother of twins, who said she did not understand how the law could realistically be enforced on children. She worried kids and their parents might be encouraged to snitch on school administrators and vulnerable students.
Norman and other parents said the rollout this week has led to tough conversations with their kids about how politics can impact their lives at a young age.
Fourth grade students Lila and Sophia left the presentation confused about why the law existed and worried that it might make some of their peers feel bad about themselves. They were told to approach a teacher with any questions about which bathroom they should use and to report instances of bullying, according to a copy of the presentation obtained by The Associated Press. 
"There shouldn't be a law in place to tell people who they can be or to stop feeling how they want to feel," said 10-year-old Lila Hathaway.

    


Bree Taylor-Lof, a transgender teacher, left school on the verge of tears Monday after having to present to students about a policy that affected them personally. They fought to keep their emotions in check while fielding questions from confused fifth graders who did not understand why the law had been passed. 
Realizing that the restrictions would affect their teacher, many of the kids gave Taylor-Lof hugs and handwritten cards on their way out the door.
"Our youth today have a keen sense for justice and inclusion and looking out for each other," Taylor-Lof said. "That was clear in the concern that they expressed about their fellow peers, and for me."
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                    As a student protest movement over the Israel war in Gaza roils campuses across the U.S., millions of students in other schools have continued with their daily routines of working their way through school, socializing and studying for exams. (AP Video shot by Charles Krupa)
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    [image: Students walk on the campus of Boston College, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Boston. While many colleges and universities in the Boston area have been scenes of encampments and arrests, Boston College has been relatively quiet. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | Students walk on the campus of Boston College, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Boston. While many colleges and universities in the Boston area have been scenes of encampments and arrests, Boston College has been relatively quiet. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6
Students walk on the campus of Boston College, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Boston. While many colleges and universities in the Boston area have been scenes of encampments and arrests, Boston College has been relatively quiet. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students walk on the campus of Boston College, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Boston. While many colleges and universities in the Boston area have been scenes of encampments and arrests, Boston College has been relatively quiet. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | Students walk on the campus of Boston College, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Boston. While many colleges and universities in the Boston area have been scenes of encampments and arrests, Boston College has been relatively quiet. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6
Students walk on the campus of Boston College, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Boston. While many colleges and universities in the Boston area have been scenes of encampments and arrests, Boston College has been relatively quiet. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Students protesting against the war in Gaza, and passersby walking through Harvard Yard, are seen at an encampment at Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass., on Thursday, April 25, 2024. Protest camps have sprouted up over the past two weeks at dozens of campuses across the nation. Some schools have set up encampments on campuses, including Harvard University. Others like Boston College have been calm. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)]
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[image: FILE - A passer-by, right, walks through an encampment of tents, Thursday, April 25, 2024, on the Massachusetts Institute of Technology campus, in Cambridge, Mass. Protest camps have sprouted up over the past two weeks at dozens of campuses across the nation. Some schools have set up encampments on campuses, including MIT. Others like Boston College have been calm. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: FILE - Northeastern University Police remove and arrest protesters one by one as they sit in zip tie handcuffs at the tent encampment on campus in Boston on Saturday, April 27, 2024. Protest camps have sprouted up over the past two weeks at dozens of campuses across the nation. Some schools have set up encampments on campuses, including Northeastern. Others like Boston College have been calm. (John Tlumacki/The Boston Globe via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE- Attorney Antonio Massa Viana with National Lawyers Guild representing students speaks as Emerson students appeared in court for an arraignment on Thursday, April 25, 2024 in Boston. Protest camps have sprouted up over the past two weeks at dozens of campuses across the nation. Some schools have set up encampments on campuses, including Emerson. Others like Boston College have been calm. (David L Ryan/The Boston Globe via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | FILE- Attorney Antonio Massa Viana with National Lawyers Guild representing students speaks as Emerson students appeared in court for an arraignment on Thursday, April 25, 2024 in Boston. Protest camps have sprouted up over the past two weeks at dozens of campuses across the nation. Some schools have set up encampments on campuses, including Emerson. Others like Boston College have been calm. (David L Ryan/The Boston Globe via AP)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Boston College students held a protest rally against the Israel-Hamas war last week. 
Bullhorns were banned, lest the noise disturb studying for finals. Tents weren't allowed. Students who'd been arrested at other Boston campus protests were barred. After an allotted hour, the students went quietly back to their rooms.
A student protest movement has washed over the country since police first tried to end an encampment at Columbia University in New York nearly two weeks ago. But while there have been fiery rhetoric and tumultuous arrests on high-profile campuses from New York to Los Angeles, millions of students across the country have continued with their daily routines of working their way through school, socializing and studying for exams.
The protests are demonstrating wide differences among Americans in 2024, even for groups that have tended to unite during divisive times such as the 1960s.

    


Take Boston, the city most identified with American higher education and a lens onto the diversity of student bodies' reactions to the Israel-Hamas war. 
Students have set up encampments on at least five campuses, including Northeastern University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Harvard University. But calm has prevailed elsewhere in Boston.




"It's just not the vibe at this school," said Emmett Carrier, a junior studying biology at Boston College, a Jesuit institution with an enrollment of 15,000. "I don't think they're as committed to it here as they are at other schools." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boston College faculty and students had addressed the Israel-Hamas war in class discussions, through a faculty vigil and at a rally last week, "all of which were civil and respectful," Boston College spokesperson Jack Dunn wrote in an email. 
"It's an atmosphere where students are very polite," said Brinton Lykes, a professor of community psychology. "They will discuss things, debate things intellectually, but they are shockingly rule-bound."

    


Juliana Parisi, a sophomore who attended the rally, said she thinks a lot of students who want to protest are afraid of the repercussions but also believes many students don't want to get engaged.
"I do think that there is a good amount of apathy on campus," she said.
It's worth remembering that most campuses don't have encampments, said Robert Cohen, a professor at New York University who has studied the history of U.S. student protests. Even at those that do, the number of students involved is often not enough to fill even a single large lecture hall, he noted.
A day before the Boston College rally last week, Lykes helped organize a faculty vigil where speakers talked about grieving those who had died in the conflict and the history of events in the Middle East. She said there were uniformed and plainclothes police at the event. She got requests to check university identification and to make people leave backpacks outside and found some of the demands ridiculous, she said. 
At Boston University, a sprawling urban campus not far from Fenway Park with a student enrollment of more than 35,500, students have avoided encampments but set out chairs to represent Israeli hostages and held die-ins to bring attention to those killed in Gaza. On Wednesday, many students at the school were hunkered down over laptops in study halls and cafeterias gearing up for the end of the school year and looming finals.

    


"We have our finals coming up next week," said Matt Przekop, a junior studying engineering. "People, if they were passionate, they wouldn't really let this bar them from protesting."
Brandon Colin O'Byrne, a freshmen who is also studying engineering, said students debate the issue but aren't sitting in tents on campus.
"We have the school involved, we have students involved, we have individual groups involved," he said. "We also have tension" between Jewish and Palestinian students, but it generates productive debates, he added. 
A protest at Emerson College in downtown Boston ended when police forcibly removed protesters, arresting more than 100. Another protest at Northeastern was also broken up by police, who detained more than 100 protesters who had created a tent encampment on campus.

    


Other local universities have allowed protests and tent encampments, including MIT, Harvard and Tufts University, although officials at some of the schools cautioned that the protests can't go on indefinitely. At Harvard, school officials opted to lock the gates to Harvard Yard -- where protesters set up camp -- to all but those with school IDs.
One thing that has remained consistent over decades of student protests, Cohen said, is that they are unpopular with the public. But the campus movement is raising public awareness of the Israel-Hamas war.
Cohen said he believes the protests will likely simmer down over the summer, as students return home. They could easily kick off again as the U.S. election season progresses, he said.
___
Perry reported from Meredith, New Hampshire. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-gaza-campus-protests-1290da721bdb26950ba857719b7441e9
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Greece boosts special firefighting units to cope with its growing heat risk

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Under pressure to cope with the impact of rising temperatures, Greece's emergency response planners are shifting tactics this summer. Greece is doubling the number of special unit firefighters after the warmest winter on record. (AP Video by Derek Gatopoulos, Michael Varaklas, Srdjan Nedeljkovic, Lefteris Pitarakis, Thanassis Stavrakis; Production by Theodora Tongas) (May 1)
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    [image: Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit, take part in a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit, take part in a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit, take part in a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: A helicopter drops water during a drill, as firefighters in training for the special unit, practice near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 17 | A helicopter drops water during a drill, as firefighters in training for the special unit, practice near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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A helicopter drops water during a drill, as firefighters in training for the special unit, practice near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Firefighters in training for the special unit, gather after a practice at the Civil Protection Academy in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | Firefighters in training for the special unit, gather after a practice at the Civil Protection Academy in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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Firefighters in training for the special unit, gather after a practice at the Civil Protection Academy in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Firefighters in training for the special unit with the yellow uniforms, gather after a practice at the Civil Protection Academy in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | Firefighters in training for the special unit with the yellow uniforms, gather after a practice at the Civil Protection Academy in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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Firefighters in training for the special unit with the yellow uniforms, gather after a practice at the Civil Protection Academy in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Firefighters officials operate at the National Crisis and Hazard Management Mechanism in Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 17 | Firefighters officials operate at the National Crisis and Hazard Management Mechanism in Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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Firefighters officials operate at the National Crisis and Hazard Management Mechanism in Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Climate Crisis and Civil Protection Minister Vassilis Kikilias poses at the National Crisis and Hazard Management Mechanism in Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 17 | Climate Crisis and Civil Protection Minister Vassilis Kikilias poses at the National Crisis and Hazard Management Mechanism in Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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Climate Crisis and Civil Protection Minister Vassilis Kikilias poses at the National Crisis and Hazard Management Mechanism in Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Retiree Chrysoula Renieri, 73, stands outside her house which was burned in July 2023 during a wildfire, in Loutraki, about 82 kilometres (51 miles) west of Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 17 | Retiree Chrysoula Renieri, 73, stands outside her house which was burned in July 2023 during a wildfire, in Loutraki, about 82 kilometres (51 miles) west of Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 17
Retiree Chrysoula Renieri, 73, stands outside her house which was burned in July 2023 during a wildfire, in Loutraki, about 82 kilometres (51 miles) west of Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Firefighters in training for the special unit, gather after a practice at the Civil Protection Academy in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 17 | Firefighters in training for the special unit, gather after a practice at the Civil Protection Academy in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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Firefighters in training for the special unit, gather after a practice at the Civil Protection Academy in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit enter a helicopter as they take part in a drill in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 17 | Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit enter a helicopter as they take part in a drill in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit enter a helicopter as they take part in a drill in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Achilleas Triantos crew chief of a firefighter helicopter, checks from the open door as approaching a mountain for landing during a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 17 | Achilleas Triantos crew chief of a firefighter helicopter, checks from the open door as approaching a mountain for landing during a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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Achilleas Triantos crew chief of a firefighter helicopter, checks from the open door as approaching a mountain for landing during a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit take cover as an helicopter takes off after leaving them in a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit take part in a drill in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit, left, and firefighters in training for the special unit, take part in a drill in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit and firefighters in training for the special unit, take part in a drill in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 17
Firefighters of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit and firefighters in training for the special unit, take part in a drill in Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fire Lt Col Ioannis Kolovos, head of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit, center, speaks with the members of his team during a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 17 | Fire Lt Col Ioannis Kolovos, head of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit, center, speaks with the members of his team during a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: A member of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit, holds drip torch used to scorch strips of earth and create fire breaks, during a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | A member of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit, holds drip torch used to scorch strips of earth and create fire breaks, during a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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A member of the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit, holds drip torch used to scorch strips of earth and create fire breaks, during a drill near Villia village some 60 kilometers (37 miles) northwest of Athens, Greece, Friday, April 19, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: A forest which was burned in July's 2023 wildfire, is seen from above, in Loutraki, about 82 kilometres (51 miles) west of Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 17 | A forest which was burned in July's 2023 wildfire, is seen from above, in Loutraki, about 82 kilometres (51 miles) west of Athens, Greece, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Greece's fire season officially starts on May 1 but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March. This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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                                        KRYO PIGADI, Greece (AP) -- Skimming over miles of hills blackened by wildfires west of Athens, Fire Lt. Col. Ioannis Kolovos readies his elite fire crew crouched inside a helicopter.
The 10-member group from the 1st Wildfire Special Operation Unit bristles with tools needed to hold back fires: chainsaws, specialized rakes, weather gauges, computer tablets and earth-scorching drip torches to burn wildfire barriers into the hillside.
Greece's fire season officially starts May 1, but dozens of fires have already been put out over the past month after temperatures began hitting 30 degrees Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit) in late March -- considerably higher than previous spikes recorded over the past decade. 
"It's actually already summer for us," Kolovos told The Associated Press during a recent training exercise. "The truth is that the fire season has started prematurely and has been extended over the last five years."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Greece boosts special firefighting units to cope with its growing heat risk.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports Greece is boosting firefighting to cope with the rising heat risk, as their fire season officially begins. 

    


    


This year, Greece is doubling the number of firefighters in specialized units to some 1,300, and adopting tactics from the United States to try and outflank fires with airborne units scrambled to build breaks in the predicted path of the flames.




Crew members include forestry experts and firefighters with varied skills, many developed in training with colleagues in France, Spain and the United States.
"We can position ourselves in optimal locations that may be difficult to reach by foot and carry out fire suppression using various specialized methods," Firefighter Dimitris "Jim" Priftis said while assisting trainees in a region near the capital ravaged by wildfires in summer 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Using water is no longer our main weapon against fires, it's our tools," he said. "We are taking a more scientific approach toward fires, measuring the humidity, the wind -- it's a more planned method."
Mostly funded by the European Union, Greece has launched a 2.1 billion euro ($2.3 billion) program to overhaul its disaster response capability, ordering new water-dropping aircraft, drones, fire trucks, training facilities, and an artificial intelligence-driven sensor network to detect early signs of smoke and flooding.

    


But the new equipment won't start arriving until 2025. Greek authorities are doubling down on training and new firefighting methods, with another tough season expected this year. 
Fires burned an estimated 1,750 square kilometers (675 square miles) last year, including a blaze in northern Greece that was the worst fire ever recorded in the European Union.
Windy and mountainous with hard-to-reach islands, Greece faces a daunting annual challenge in defending multiple urban settlements that overlap with wooded areas at wildfire risk.
It's also getting hotter: Last winter was the warmest since modern records began in 1960, according to the National Observatory of Athens, which analyzed European Union satellite data. The six warmest Greek winters on record have occurred in the past decade. 
That's against the backdrop of new data revealing that Europe is the world's fastest-warming continent, its temperatures rising at roughly twice the global average.

    


Standing in the main disaster response command center in Athens, Vassilis Kikilias, the minister for climate crisis and civil protection, says authorities expect annual conditions to worsen further.
"It will be a very difficult fire season, a very difficult summer," Kikilias, a towering former pro basketball player, told the AP in an interview. "We had a dry winter and fall temperatures lasting until December. So we're facing the climate crisis head on."
Throughout the month of April, firefighters stepped up exercises and training, using new facilities like the Fire Dragon, a 1.2 million euro ($1.3 million) trailer used to simulate the inside of a burning building. Fire crews with heavy protective gear and oxygen tanks use it to practice close-quarter techniques and rescues.
Close by, Fire Service regulars and trainees crawl through a mesh maze in darkness to practice working in confined spaces. Participants in full kit first workout on treadmill climbers and other gym machines, then crawl through the maze as strobe lights, smoke and loud noises are added to disorient them.

    


"The firefighting maze helps firefighters in a dark environment, in an unfamiliar setting, in the presence of fire, to enter the area, investigate, possibly carry out a rescue and find a way out," said Fire Lt. Col. Vrasidas Grafakos, a training center commander.
"It's to train them effectively to be ready for building fires, for front-line activity."
Retiree Chrysoula Renieri was among those who lost their homes in the 2023 fires that tore through forests on the island of Rhodes, in northeastern Greece, and areas west of Athens.
Renieri visited her gutted house last week. As she walked through the blackened rooms, she described how her family felt helpless as the approaching fire cut off power and the water supply before the flames took over the house. "No one helped us and everything burned. It's all gone."

    


She said she hopes the Fire Service's new equipment and methods might make a difference to others.
"I wish that would happen, so many homes could be saved," she said. "We hope, because summer is coming again and the torment will begin."
___
Theodora Tongas in Loutraki, Greece, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/wildfires-greece-firefighting-climate-change-4da479d182fbd2feceacc3ea80665303
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Biden's historic marijuana shift is his latest election year move for young voters

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration will move to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous drug, a historic shift to generations of American drug policy that could have wide ripple effects across the country.
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    [image: President Joe Biden waves as he walks to Marine One for departure from the South Lawn of the White House, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Washington. Biden is headed to Delaware. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives at Delaware Air National Guard Base, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- President Joe Biden may eventually ban TikTok, but he's moving to give something back to the young people who dominate the popular social media app -- a looser federal grip on marijuana.
Facing softening support from a left-leaning voting group that will be crucial to his reelection hopes in November, Biden has made a number of election year moves intended to appeal in particular to younger voters. His move toward reclassifying marijuana as a less dangerous drug is just the latest, coming weeks after he canceled student loans for another 206,000 borrowers. He has also made abortion rights central to his case for reelection. 
The push to highlight issues that resonate with younger voters comes as the Democratic president fights to hold together the coalition that sent him to the White House in 2020. 
Biden, the oldest president in U.S. history at 81, is battling a perception among voters that he's lost a step as he's aged. Discontent with his handling of Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza has exploded into unrest on college campuses. While inflation has ebbed from its peak and the job market remains strong, polls show many Americans still hold negative views of Biden's handling of the economy.

    


A proposal by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration would recognize the medical uses of cannabis and acknowledge it has less potential for abuse than some of the nation's most dangerous drugs. However, it would not legalize marijuana outright for recreational use.




Biden called for a review of federal marijuana law in October 2022 and moved to pardon thousands of Americans convicted federally of simple possession of the drug. He has also called on governors and local leaders to take similar steps to erase marijuana convictions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The American people have made clear in state after state that cannabis legalization is inevitable," Rep. Earl Blumenauer, an Oregon Democrat and an early proponent of easing marijuana laws, said in a statement. "The Biden-Harris administration is listening."

    


Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris both touted their support for marijuana law reform to mark the 4/20 cannabis holiday at 4:20 p.m. Saturday.
The comments are the latest sign the Biden administration plans to continue to focus on the popular issue ahead of the November election.
"Sending people to prison just for possessing marijuana has upended too many lives and incarcerated people for conduct that many states no longer prohibit," Biden posted on the social media platform X. "It's time that we right these wrongs."
The politics of marijuana are favorable for the president. 
According to AP VoteCast, 63% of voters nationally in the 2022 midterm elections said they favor legalizing recreational use of marijuana nationwide, compared with 36% who said they were opposed. Support for legalization was higher among adults under age 45, 73% of whom were in favor. About 8 in 10 Democrats, roughly two-thirds of independents and about half of Republicans were in favor.
Biden has issued pardons to thousands of people for federal marijuana possession and commuted long sentences handed down for nonviolent drug offenses. In 2022, he urged governors to pardon state offenses. 

    


While young voters lean left, they are also less likely to vote. Biden can't afford for a reliable group of supporters to stay home or vote for a third-party candidate like independent Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who is aggressively courting young voters, or the Green Party's Jill Stein, who is leaning into her opposition to Israel's war in Gaza. 
The last two elections were decided by fewer than 100,000 votes in three states. 
Despite growing public acceptance, Biden's move has prominent detractors, including several former top DEA officials. Opponents say the potency of today's marijuana could lead to harmful side effects, including psychosis and anxiety.
"This is a political act -- it's not following the science," said former DEA Administrator Tim Shea. "It's politics in election year. It's like forgiving student loans. It's aimed at a select group of people and the impact is going to be bad."

    


"Law enforcement can't believe it's happening," Shea added. 
During the crack epidemic of the 1980s and '90s, then-Sen. Biden was a prominent voice in the war on drugs. 
Ethan Nadelmann, who has been advocating for drug legalization for decades, said Biden probably senses now that a more lenient stance on pot could help rally younger voters and progressive members of his party.
"It will end the hypocrisy," Nadelmann said. 
Former President Donald Trump's views on marijuana are unclear. But as a resident of Florida he'll have the chance to vote on a legalization initiative on the ballot in November. In an interview last year with Newsmax, the presumptive GOP presidential nominee said pot causes "significant damage" even as he acknowledged that legalizing cannabis is a "pretty popular thing" among voters.

    


Federal drug policy has lagged behind much of the country, with 38 states having already legalized medical marijuana in addition to 24 that have approved its recreational use. That's helped fuel fast growth in the U.S. marijuana industry, with sales estimated to be worth $25 billion a year.
Easing federal regulations could reduce the tax burden that can be 70% or more by allowing businesses to take tax deductions and seek loans, according to industry groups. It could also make it easier forscientists to research marijuana.
___
Associated Press writers Joshua Goodman in Miami and Jim Mustian in New Orleans contributed.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biden-young-voters-marijuana-reclassification-dea-193e97fc2dd7b32b7d7ad50b4ea80aa0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    What marijuana reclassification means for the U.S. | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What marijuana reclassification means for the United States

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration will move to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous drug, a historic shift to generations of American drug policy that could have wide ripple effects across the country.
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    [image: FILE - Marijuana plants are seen at a secured growing facility in Washington County, N.Y., May 12, 2023. The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration will move to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous drug, a historic shift to generations of American drug policy that could have wide ripple effects across the country. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)]
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[image: Budtender Rey Cruz weighs cannabis for a customer at the Marijuana Paradise on Friday, April 19, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | Budtender Rey Cruz weighs cannabis for a customer at the Marijuana Paradise on Friday, April 19, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
Budtender Rey Cruz weighs cannabis for a customer at the Marijuana Paradise on Friday, April 19, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cloud 9 Cannabis employee Beau McQueen, right, helps a customer, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Arlington, Wash. The shop is one of the first dispensaries to open under the Washington Liquor and Cannabis Board's social equity program, established in efforts to remedy some of the disproportionate effects marijuana prohibition had on communities of color. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration is moving toward reclassifying marijuana as a less dangerous drug. The Justice Department proposal would recognize the medical uses of cannabis, but wouldn't legalize it for recreational use. 
The proposal would move marijuana from the "Schedule I" group to the less tightly regulated "Schedule III."
So what does that mean, and what are the implications? 
WHAT HAS ACTUALLY CHANGED? WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Technically, nothing yet. The proposal must be reviewed by the White House Office of Management and Budget, and then undergo a public-comment period and review from an administrative judge, a potentially lengthy process. 




Still, the switch is considered "paradigm-shifting, and it's very exciting," Vince Sliwoski, a Portland, Oregon-based cannabis and psychedelics attorney who runs well-known legal blogs on those topics, told The Associated Press when the federal Health and Human Services Department recommended the change. 

    


"I can't emphasize enough how big of news it is," he said.
It came after President Joe Biden asked both HHS and the attorney general, who oversees the DEA, last year to review how marijuana was classified. Schedule I put it on par, legally, with heroin, LSD, quaaludes and ecstasy, among others. 
Biden, a Democrat, supports legalizing medical marijuana for use "where appropriate, consistent with medical and scientific evidence," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Thursday. "That is why it is important for this independent review to go through."
IF MARIJUANA GETS RECLASSIFIED, WOULD IT LEGALIZE RECREATIONAL CANNABIS NATIONWIDE?

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: What marijuana reclassification means for the United States
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports on a proposal for the federal government to reclassify marijuana in what would be a historic shift that could have wide ripple effects across the country.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

No. Schedule III drugs -- which include ketamine, anabolic steroids and some acetaminophen-codeine combinations -- are still controlled substances. 
They're subject to various rules that allow for some medical uses, and for federal criminal prosecution of anyone who traffics in the drugs without permission. 
No changes are expected to the medical marijuana programs now licensed in 38 states or the legal recreational cannabis markets in 23 states, but it's unlikely they would meet the federal production, record-keeping, prescribing and other requirements for Schedule III drugs.

    


There haven't been many federal prosecutions for simply possessing marijuana in recent years, even under marijuana's current Schedule I status, but the reclassification wouldn't have an immediate impact on people already in the criminal justice system. 
"Put simple, this move from Schedule I to Schedule III is not getting people out of jail," said David Culver, senior vice president of public affairs at the U.S. Cannabis Council.
But rescheduling in itself would have some impact, particularly on research and marijuana business taxes. 
WHAT WOULD THIS MEAN FOR RESEARCH?
Because marijuana is on Schedule I, it's been very difficult to conduct authorized clinical studies that involve administering the drug. That has created something of a Catch-22: calls for more research, but barriers to doing it. (Scientists sometimes rely instead on people's own reports of their marijuana use.) 
Schedule III drugs are easier to study, though the reclassification wouldn't immediately reverse all barriers to study. 

    


"It's going to be really confusing for a long time," said Ziva Cooper, director of the University of California, Los Angeles Center for Cannabis and Cannabinoids. "When the dust has settled, I don't know how many years from now, research will be easier."
Among the unknowns: whether researchers will be able to study marijuana from state-licensed dispensaries and how the federal Food and Drug Administration might oversee that.
Some researchers are optimistic. 
"Reducing the schedule to schedule 3 will open up the door for us to be able to conduct research with human subjects with cannabis," said Susan Ferguson, director of University of Washington's Addictions, Drug & Alcohol Institute in Seattle.
WHAT ABOUT TAXES (AND BANKING)? 
Under the federal tax code, businesses involved in "trafficking" in marijuana or any other Schedule I or II drug can't deduct rent, payroll or various other expenses that other businesses can write off. (Yes, at least some cannabis businesses, particularly state-licensed ones, do pay taxes to the federal government, despite its prohibition on marijuana.) Industry groups say the tax rate often ends up at 70% or more. 

    


The deduction rule doesn't apply to Schedule III drugs, so the proposed change would cut cannabis companies' taxes substantially.
They say it would treat them like other industries and help them compete against illegal competitors that are frustrating licensees and officials in places such as New York.
"You're going to make these state-legal programs stronger," says Adam Goers, of The Cannabist Company, formerly Columbia Care. He co-chairs a coalition of corporate and other players that's pushing for rescheduling. 
It could also mean more cannabis promotion and advertising if those costs could be deducted, according to Beau Kilmer, co-director of the RAND Drug Policy Center.

    


Rescheduling wouldn't directly affect another marijuana business problem: difficulty accessing banks, particularly for loans, because the federally regulated institutions are wary of the drug's legal status. The industry has been looking instead to a measure called the SAFE Banking Act. It has repeatedly passed the House but stalled in the Senate.
ARE THERE CRITICS? WHAT DO THEY SAY? 
Indeed, there are, including the national anti-legalization group Smart Approaches to Marijuana. President Kevin Sabet, a former Obama administration drug policy official, said the HHS recommendation "flies in the face of science, reeks of politics" and gives a regrettable nod to an industry "desperately looking for legitimacy." 
Some legalization advocates say rescheduling weed is too incremental. They want to keep the focus on removing it completely from the controlled substances list, which doesn't include such items as alcohol or tobacco (they're regulated, but that's not the same). 
Paul Armentano, the deputy director of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws, said that simply reclassifying marijuana would be "perpetuating the existing divide between state and federal marijuana policies." Kaliko Castille, a past president of the Minority Cannabis Business Association, said rescheduling just "re-brands prohibition," rather than giving an all-clear to state licensees and putting a definitive close to decades of arrests that disproportionately pulled in people of color. 
"Schedule III is going to leave it in this kind of amorphous, mucky middle where people are not going to understand the danger of it still being federally illegal," he said. 
___
This story has been corrected to show that Kaliko Castille is a past president, not president, of the Minority Cannabis Business Association and that Columbia Care is now The Cannabist Company. 
___ Peltz reported from New York. Associated Press writers Colleen Long in Washington and Carla K. Johnson in Seattle contributed to this report.
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Nearly 50 years later, Asian American and Pacific Islander month features revelry and racial justice

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - President Joe Biden speaks before a screening of the series "American Born Chinese" in the East Room of the White House in Washington, in celebration of Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, May 8, 2023. It has been almost 50 years since the U.S. government established that Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders and their accomplishments should be recognized annually across the nation. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]
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                                        It has been almost 50 years since the U.S. government established that Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders and their accomplishments should be recognized annually across the nation.
What started as just one week in May has evolved over the decades into a monthlong tribute of events in cities big and small. The nature of celebrations also evolved. Asian American and Pacific Islander or Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month is not just about showcasing festive fare like food and fashion, but hard subjects like grief and social justice. The rise of anti-Asian hate during the pandemic only heightened that effort.
"I think the visibility and the level that the increased participation of organizations in Asian Pacific Heritage Month activities is also an indication of the increasing voice of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in civic life more generally," said Karen Umemoto, director of the UCLA Asian American Studies Center. "And also an indication of the spaces that we've come to collectively enter to be able to create those." 

    


Indeed, Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month celebrations are not relegated just to ethnic enclaves or culturally-specific venues. Across the U.S. this year, events are planned at public libraries, parks and museums either highlighting a specific Asian culture or a myriad of them.




HOW DID AAPI HERITAGE MONTH START?
Many credit the observance's origin to Jeanie Jew, a co-founder of the congressional Asian-Pacific staff caucus. In 1977, the Chinese American shared a moving story with New York Republican Rep. Frank Horton about how her grandfather had helped build the transcontinental railroad in the 1800s and then was killed amid anti-Asian unrest. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jew believed Asians should appreciate their heritage and "Americans must know about the contributions and histories of the Asian-Pacific American experience," Horton said in 1992, according to congressional archives. At that time, Black History Month and Hispanic Heritage Month had already been instituted. Yet, Asian Americans were described as the fastest growing racial group. 

    


Horton and California Democratic Rep. Norm Mineta proposed President Jimmy Carter issue a proclamation that the first week of May be "Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week." Hawaii Senators Daniel Inouye and Spark Matsunaga, both Democrats, brought up a similar bill in the Senate.
WHY IS IT IN MAY?
May was chosen because of two significant events. The first Japanese immigrants to the U.S. arrived on May 7, 1843. Then on May 19, 1869, the final spike for the transcontinental railroad track, in which Chinese laborers played a crucial role, was embedded.
Umemoto recalls hearing talk of Asian Pacific Heritage Week as a college student. But it wasn't something that was mainstream.
"I think it was more of a kind of cultural celebration in the early days," she said. "And so a lot of student groups, I remember as doing programming around the different histories, cultural traditions and issues in the community."
In May 1990, President George H.W. Bush expanded the designation to the entire month. In 2009, President Barack Obama changed the name to Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. Now, President Joe Biden's administration refers to it as Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month.

    


"As artists and journalists, doctors and engineers, business and community leaders, and so much more, AA and NHPI peoples have shaped the very fabric of our Nation and opened up new possibilities for all of us," Biden said in an official Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islanders Heritage Month proclamation issued on Tuesday.
The White House will hold a celebration in Washington on May 13 to commemorate 25 years since the inception of the White House Initiative on Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders.
HOW HAS IT GROWN IN SIGNIFICANCE?
Asian American and Pacific Islander advocacy groups have long used the month as a platform to bring resources to underserved communities and educate the public. But, the one-two punch of COVID-19 and assaults on Asian people in the U.S. really gave some a new appreciation for the heritage month's purpose.

    


Pre-pandemic, Amber Reed, of Montclair, New Jersey, didn't really think about Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. A Korean-American adoptee who grew up one of few Asian children in rural Michigan, she said she didn't feel a strong connection to her Asian ancestry. That changed after the March 2021 Atlanta spa shootings that left eight dead, including six Asian women.
"Certainly it jolted me out of thinking that my family could be safe and that we could just sort of muddle through without sort of reckoning with some of the very vicious currents of racism in our culture," Reed said. "And I take no pride in having needed that moment to wake me up."

    


In response to the shootings, Reed and around 50 others started the nonprofit AAPI New Jersey -- originally AAPI Montclair. Their advocacy began with surveys of local schools and other institutions' recognition of Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month.
The group then quickly organized the Lantern Festival for Justice and Remembrance for May. The Chinese tradition of lighting lanterns became a vehicle to honor victims of hate or injustice, Reed said. The event is now in its fourth year. 
"I think one thing Asian cultures do so well is provide these rituals, including for collective grief," said Reed, who still finds it surreal that the group continues to grow.
WHAT EVENTS MARK THE MONTH?
The variety of subjects and cultures feted during Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month has flourished. There are events happening this month that include more narrow topics, such as a panel on the Asian American Church in Pasadena, California. There's an Asian Comedy Fest in New York City. And in Wisconsin, the state will celebrate May 14 as Hmong-Lao Veterans Day, which was signed into law in 2021. Thousands of Hmong-Lao soldiers fought alongside U.S. forces during the Vietnam war. Many Hmong and Laotian families resettled in Wisconsin.
These heritage month celebrations are helping to erode the notion that the whole population is a monolith, Umemoto said.
"I think it's important for people to visibly see from a wide range of groups that fall under the category Asian American and Pacific Islanders. There are over 70 different ethnic and national groups and over 100 languages spoken within those communities," Umemoto said. "And they're very different."
___
Terry Tang is a Phoenix-based member of AP's Race and Ethnicity team.
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1 person dead, homes destroyed after tornado rips through northeastern Kansas

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A formation of Mammatus clouds fills the sky over Wichita, Kan., on Tuesday, April 30, 2024. Mammatus clouds usually form on the back side of severe thunderstorms. A line of severe storms crossed the state Tuesday afternoon and evening, including a few tornados in the northeastern part of Kansas. (Travis Heying/The Wichita Eagle via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    A formation of Mammatus clouds fills the sky over Wichita, Kan., on Tuesday, April 30, 2024. Mammatus clouds usually form on the back side of severe thunderstorms. A line of severe storms crossed the state Tuesday afternoon and evening, including a few tornados in the northeastern part of Kansas. (Travis Heying/The Wichita Eagle via AP)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WESTMORELAND, Kan. (AP) -- One person died Tuesday when a tornado ripped through the small city of Westmoreland in northeastern Kansas, destroying houses, RVs and outbuildings, authorities said.
Pottawatomie County officials said on Facebook that a tornado struck the city of about 700 people Tuesday evening, destroying 22 homes, three RVs and five outbuildings and damaging another 13 homes and one commercial building. First responders were conducting grid searches in Westmoreland to survey damage and to look for people who may have been injured. 
A Pottawatomie County spokesperson confirmed the single fatality in a news release sent to media. The name of the person who died was being withheld pending family notification. 
Three people also were reported injured, but none of them were critical, the county spokesperson said in a follow-up statement. 

    


Westmoreland is about 45 miles (72 kilometers) northwest of Topeka and is the Pottawatomie County seat. 
Images posted to social media showed a tornado on the ground in Westmoreland, as well as damaged homes, uprooted trees and a flipped semi. 
The county spokesperson said the entire city was without power Tuesday night and county offices were running on emergency generators. The Red Cross set up a shelter at the local high school about 6 miles (10 kilometers) from town.
Tuesday's storms came just two days after tornadoes tore through Oklahoma on Sunday, killing four people and injuring at least 100. On Friday, tornadoes twisted through Nebraska and Iowa, demolishing homes and businesses and leaving one person dead.
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    [image: Tiger Woods hits from the bunker on the 16th hole during final round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Tiger Woods waves after his final round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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                                        Tiger Woods accepted a special exemption for the U.S. Open at Pinehurst No. 2, the first time the three-time champion has needed an exemption to play.
Woods has been exempt for every U.S. Open since he first played in 1995 as the reigning U.S. Amateur champion. His five-year exemption from winning the 2019 Masters expired last year.
The exemption was expected and likely to be the first of many. The USGA is particular about who is exempt from qualifying, last awarding one in 2021 to Phil Mickelson.
Jack Nicklaus, with four U.S. Open titles among his 18 professional majors, received a record eight special exemptions, including five in a row until he stopped playing the U.S. Open after 2000 at Pebble Beach.
Arnold Palmer received five U.S. Open exemptions, the last one in 1994 when he returned to Oakmont near his hometown for a tearful farewell.

    


Woods won the 2000 U.S. Open at Pebble Beach by 15 shots, a record margin of victory for any major champion. He added another title in 2002 at Bethpage Black in New York, and he famously won his third U.S. Open at Torrey Pines in 2008 just a week before he had reconstructive surgery on his left knee.




"The U.S. Open, our national championship, is a truly special event for our game and one that has helped define my career," Woods said in a statement. "I'm honored to receive this exemption and could not be more excited for the opportunity to compete in this year's U.S. Open, especially at Pinehurst, a venue that means so much to the game."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. Open is June 13-16 at Pinehurst No. 2, which is staging the Open for the fourth time. Woods tied for third, two shots behind the late Payne Stewart, in 1999. He was runner-up at Pinehurst in 2005 to Michael Campbell. He missed the most recent Open at Pinehurst in 2014 while recovering from the first of what would be four back surgeries.
Woods has a long history with the USGA as the only player to win the U.S. Junior Amateur three straight times, followed by the U.S. Amateur three straight times. His nine USGA championships are matched only by amateur great Bobby Jones.

    


Woods earlier this year was selected to receive the Bob Jones Award, the highest honor from the USGA.
"The story of the U.S. Open could not be written without Tiger Woods," said John Bodenhamer, the USGA's chief championships officer. "From his 15-stroke victory at Pebble Beach in 2000 to his inspiring win on a broken leg at Torrey Pines in 2008, this championship is simply better when Tiger is in the field, and his accomplishments in the game undoubtedly made this an easy decision for our special exemption committee."
It will be the first time Woods competes in the U.S. Open since Winged Foot in 2020, held in September before no fans because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
He crashed his car in Los Angeles and badly injured his right leg and ankle in February 2021, causing him to miss the U.S. Open's return to Torrey Pines. While he returned to competition a year later, the U.S. Open at Brookline in 2022 was the only major he didn't play. A year ago, Woods had surgery to fuse his right ankle after the Masters and did not play the rest of the year, missing the U.S. Open's debut at Los Angeles Country Club.

    


Woods last contended at the U.S. Open in 2010 at Pebble Beach, where he shot 66 in the third round but then closed with a 75 and tied for fourth.
He is expected to play in the PGA Championship in two weeks at Valhalla, where he won in 2000 on his way to capturing all four majors consecutively. Woods said during a round of appearances on NBC shows earlier this week to promote his clothing line that his plan was to play the remaining three majors.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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                                        In a Michigan basement decked out in maize and blue, a father sat with his son.
They'd bond over a football video game. One with a story mode that would transport the 7-year-old into a college dorm room, where letters from fans filled his mailbox, the campus newspaper teased a championship and a list of Heisman candidates adorned his computer screen. If he played well enough, his name might even appear there.
It wasn't real. But who was to say it couldn't be?
"You know, we'd always joke, because he was a big kid, that 'Hey, maybe you're going to be on there someday,'" says the father, Bill Swartout.
Today, more than a decade later, that 7-year-old -- Brayden Swartout -- is an offensive lineman at Central Michigan, living the story mode in real life.
Countless versions of that game, not made in over a decade, collect dust in basements alongside phased-out gaming systems. It's the inevitable fate of old discs, gaming cartridges, RCA connector wires and the like. Give it all a good blow, though, and the dust clears to reveal an enduring cultural phenomenon that, in this modern world, is on its way back.

    


MORE THAN JUST A VIDEO GAME
For a generation of youth, EA Sports' college football games fueled their aspirations in the sport. From the early versions in the 1990s to the immersive experiences in the 2000s that revolutionized create-a-player modes, the games became a must-have for sports and video-game fans.




As they grew more popular, however, something else grew, too: the chorus of voices that said college athletes depicted in the game should be getting paid. It was a notion that seemed preposterous in the student-athlete era. But as opinions morphed, it started to make sense.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Before 2021, college athletes were not allowed by the NCAA to profit from their brand, commonly known as their name, image and likeness -- or NIL.
The video-game developer tried for years to differentiate in-game rosters from real-life players. "Quarterback No. 10" remembers this clearly.

    


"I remember when I was in the game. Obviously in high school and all that you want to be in the game, but then when you get to college you're in the game, and I'm No. 10 from Baylor, before NIL, and I am No. 10," Robert Griffin III, one of the game's 2013 cover athletes and the 2011 Heisman winner, told The Associated Press.
"And that's my name, 'Quarterback No. 10 from Baylor,'" he says. "But, I'm like, white with a buzz cut fade and no arm sleeve on my arm and I'm from Tuscaloosa, Alabama. They completely tried to change the character just so they don't have to pay the guy. Or say, 'Oh no, that's not his name, image and likeness, he's not even the right color.' But everybody knew who No. 10 from Baylor was."
Eventually, EA Sports gave up. And so the franchise sat after its last version in 2013, dormant for 11 years.
IT'S BACK, FOR REAL THIS TIME
Society has changed a lot since the 2010s. So has Swartout's basement, now decked out in maroon and gold.
Gamers' voracious appetites for immersive sports video games have not changed as much. And with the NCAA's decision to allow college athletes to profit from their brand, the time had come.

    


EA Sports in 2021 announced it would be reviving the franchise. Three years later, the game is scheduled to be released this summer with a full reveal promised in May. Details have been few so far, but players' names and likeness will be real.
"I personally believe that NCAA football is the greatest game ever made," Griffin says. "A lot of kids growing up with the game wanted to be able to see themselves grow and develop into those players they were creating."
EA Sports has offered Football Bowl Subdivision players a minimum of $600 and a copy of EA Sports College Football 25 to be featured in the game. More than 10,000 players have accepted.
The game will seek to differentiate itself from other offerings in the market -- sports franchises that have had the advantage of time to evolve. There's a difference, though: None of those have tackled college football.
"Video games, as popular as they were, they've just evolved so much based on how society has evolved and having so many different modes and options," says Nicolette Aduama, the senior associate director at Northeastern University's Center for the Study of Sport in Society.

    


OUT WITH THE OLD
EA's 2006 college football game was monumental in the sports video game realm. It was the first to completely immerse gamers into an athlete's life. It had a killer soundtrack. Perhaps its only story mode rival in the early 2000s was NBA Ballers.
It also was problematic, including a feature that -- like much entertainment from even recent years past -- does not stand the test of time well. In the create-a-player's dorm room, hanging from the corner of the computer screen, was a wallet-sized picture depicting a woman. As the player performed better on the field, the depiction shuffled through presets. The woman's body type sometimes became thinner; her bust, hair color and smile changed.

    


"I remember seeing that like when I was a kid and even then I was like, `Why does the girlfriend get more attractive if you win more games?'" says Eli Mouser, 21, of Russellville, Alabama. "I was like, that doesn't make any sense."
EA Sports jettisoned this feature in later editions. It added another that had gamers pick a major and keep their GPA up to compete on the field. The developer has made strides in its equity through other games, such as its professional soccer franchise that now includes female players and its newest golf game, which asks gamers for their pronouns when they create players.
"Girls are gamers, too," Aduama says. "We see it in movies and on TV shows now where people are breaking those stereotypes and we talk about that in our trainings all of the time. It's about exposure."
EA Sports says it is offering female athletes opportunities to be involved with the game through its ambassador program, which pays athletes to promote it.
"I know one game right now that would certainly blow it out the water, it would be women's college basketball," Griffin says. "Caitlin Clark on the cover. You got all the girls over there with Angel Reese at LSU. Like, that game would mop the floor."
Given the game's aspirational features, it's easy to wonder: When the new version comes out, what preteens will play it, find inspiration and end up on a college football field a decade from now? What dreams of 2024 -- embedded in what will surely be the most immersive iteration of the game ever -- will fuel paths to athletic success and deliver tomorrow's aspirations in hi-res?
For Mouser, growing up in Alabama as a Tennessee fan was tough. EA Sports' college football games gave him a space to let out some of that orange in a sea of red. Like Bill and Brayden Swartout, the game also gave him a chance to bond with his father.
"I bother my friends all the time," he says, calling the virtual world his "Roman Empire." "They're like, 'Dude, you're not a real football coach.' And I'm like, 'This is important to me, all right?'"
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- The Philadelphia 76ers off-court strategy heading into Game 6 of their NBA playoff series is to keep New York Knicks fans out of Wells Fargo Arena on Thursday night.
Team owners Josh Harris, David Blitzer and David Adelman and former minority owner Michael Rubin joined forces Wednesday to buy more than 2,000 tickets they handed out to people who serve the Philadelphia community.
Wells Fargo Arena seemed more like Madison Square Garden South during the Knicks' 97-92 win in Game 4 on Sunday, prompting 76ers star Joel Embiid to express frustration about the home-court disadvantage. 
On Tuesday, the 76ers won 112-106 in overtime in New York to cut their deficit to 3-2 in the best-of-seven series.
After the 2,000-plus Game 6 tickets were bought in bulk, Rubin announced on social media they would be given to first responders, health care professionals and other Philadelphia-based organizations.
Dawn Staley, coach of the NCAA champion South Carolina women's basketball team and a Philadelphia native, also asked fans to not sell their tickets to Knicks fans.
"We need everybody's support, man," Sixers coach Nick Nurse said.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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[image: Formula One racing legend Mario Andretti talks to fans following a news conference at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: FILE - Technical chief Adrian Newey of Red Bull Racing watches the Spanish Formula One Grand Prix at the Barcelona Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, Spain, Sunday, May 22, 2022. Adrian Newey, the designer who was a pivotal figure in Red Bull's dominance of Formula One, will step down next year, the team said Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Pool/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Formula One racing legend Mario Andretti talks to fans following a news conference at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: FILE - Technical chief Adrian Newey of Red Bull Racing watches the Spanish Formula One Grand Prix at the Barcelona Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, Spain, Sunday, May 22, 2022. Adrian Newey, the designer who was a pivotal figure in Red Bull's dominance of Formula One, will step down next year, the team said Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Pool/Manu Fernandez)]
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                                        MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Five races into the Formula 1 season, Max Verstappen and the globe-trotting series have arrived in the United States for the first of three appearances in a year the Red Bull driver already seems to have under wraps. 
Verstappen has four wins through five races headed into this weekend's Miami Grand Prix, an event he won in its first two iterations. 
Don't shrug off this F1 season so quickly. The actual racing has been dwarfed by off-track scandal and the soap opera has very much carried into Miami. 
RED BULL DYSFUNCTION 
Adrian Newey, the chief technical officer at Red Bull Racing and architect of its record-breaking, championship-winning cars, said this week he will step down early next year. The context, of course, is that the team has been dealing with allegations of inappropriate conduct toward an employee by team principal Christian Horner.

    


Red Bull cleared Horner of any wrongdoing and the employee has been suspended. But the employee has appealed Red Bull's findings and representatives of the employee claim to have filed a report with the FIA, the governing body for F1. The FIA has not acknowledged any complaint and the only person still talking about the scandal seems to be Verstappen's father, Jos; the former F1 driver has alleged Newey's departure is related and the entire organization is in danger of imploding.




For what it's worth, Newey and Horner were flying from England to Miami together on Thursday. 
ANDRETTI BID 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mario Andretti spent Wednesday on Capitol Hill collecting congressional signatures in support of Andretti Global's ongoing bid with General Motors to earn a spot for a "true American team" on the F1 grid. 
Formula One Management, which is owned by American company Liberty Media, late last year rejected the Andretti application but "work continues" by the organization to make it happen. Michael Andretti last month officially opened the factory for his F1 team in England and, along with General Motors officials, met with F1. 

    


Although the meeting did not open warmly, Michael Andretti said, he was feeling better about it by the time it ended. A second meeting is scheduled for this weekend in Miami. 
His father left Washington with a letter and 12 congressional signatures in support of the Andretti Cadillac effort. 
"If you want access to our markets, if you want access to our fans, you must grant access to our companies. You must grant access to out automotive workers. You must grant access to Americans themselves," said Rep. John James (R-MI). 
The letter sent to Liberty President and CEO Greg Maffei raised concerns of FOM possibly violating American antitrust laws and asked what the rationale is for the dismissal of Andretti's application.
Meanwhile, British lawmaker Greg Smith on Thursday welcomed a "vote of confidence" for Andretti Global during a Business and Trade meeting to "ensure stronger UK-US trade in the automotive and motorsports sectors." 
GUENTHER STEINER
One of the breakout stars of the Netflix docuseries on F1 was fired from his role as team principal of Haas, but Guenther Steiner has been plenty busy with side projects, including a stint as ambassador for this weekend's race. 

    


Steiner also chose this week to sue Haas, alleging a breach of contract over unpaid commissions in his final years in charge of the North Carolina-based team. Steiner also believes he is owed compensation for Haas merchandise with his image. 
Referring to Steiner's popularity on "Drive to Survive" in the suit filed in North Carolina, he said "this exposure was extremely valuable to the upstart racing team, particularly as it looked for additional revenue streams to support itself in the notoriously expensive Formula 1 environment."
ODDS AND ENDS
Ferrari has blue on its car at Miami, the first time the color has appeared on an F1 machine since 1964. Azzurro La Plata and Azzurro Dino are "blues that reference Ferrari's rich heritage and remain cherished by fans" but will only be used in Miami. 
Free agency is rampant, with Carlos Sainz Jr. still looking for a job after Ferrari said at the start of the year it has signed Lewis Hamilton for 2024. That leaves a seat open at Mercedes, but everyone seems to be waiting to see if Verstappen honors his existing Red Bull contract or tries to leave with Newey. 

    


Spanish media reports suggest Sainz has possibly already turned down Audi, which did sign Nico Hulkenberg last week, opening a seat at Haas. 
It's not clear who Sainz may be waiting for -- Red Bull, Mercedes or both -- but he doesn't seem to be in a hurry.
___
AP F1: https://apnews.com/hub/formula-one
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    [image: Iranian wrestler Iman Mahdavi, 28, a member of the Refugee Team for the Paris Olympics, poses at the Lotta Club Seggiano gym, in Pioltello, near Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. The Refugee Team for the Paris Olympics will feature 36 athletes from 11 countries in 12 sports. International Olympic Committee president Thomas Bach says the team was selected from more than 70 scholarships. Instead of competing under the Olympic flag, the refugees will have their own emblem featuring a heart at its center surrounded by arrows. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Iranian wrestler Iman Mahdavi, 28, a member of the Refugee Team for the Paris Olympics, practices at the Lotta Club Seggiano gym, in Pioltello, near Milan,Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. The Refugee Team for the Paris Olympics will feature 36 athletes from 11 countries in 12 sports. International Olympic Committee president Thomas Bach says the team was selected from more than 70 scholarships. Instead of competing under the Olympic flag, the refugees will have their own emblem featuring a heart at its center surrounded by arrows. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Boxer Cindy Ngamba of Cameroon trains in Sheffield, England, on Jan. 18, 2024. Cindy Ngamba is one of the members of the Refugee Team for the Paris Olympics which will feature 36 athletes from 11 countries in 12 sports. They were picked from more than 70 scholarships, International Olympic Committee president Thomas Bach said at the team announcement on Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Martin Rickett/PA via AP)]
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                                        LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) -- The Refugee Team for the Paris Olympics will feature 36 athletes from 11 countries in 12 sports.
They were picked from more than 70 scholarships, International Olympic Committee president Thomas Bach said at the team announcement on Thursday. 
Instead of competing under the Olympic flag, the refugees have their own emblem featuring a heart at its center, surrounded by arrows symbolizing how lost refugees can find their way back. The team will be known under the acronym EOR from the French name Equipe Olympique des Refugies.
"Having our own emblem creates a sense of belonging, and empowers us to also stand for the population of more than 100 million people who share this same experience," said Masomah Ali Zada of Afghanistan, the team chef de mission who competed in women's cycling at the Tokyo Games. "I cannot wait to wear it proudly."

    


A total of 23 men and 13 women will compete in athletics, badminton, boxing, breaking, canoeing, cycling, judo, shooting, swimming, taekwondo, weightlifting and wrestling at the Games starting on July 24.
Boxer Cindy Ngamba  and Ethiopian runner Farida Abaroge are among the women. Kasra Mehdipournejad, an Iranian taekwondo athlete living in Germany, and shooter Edilio Francisco Centeno Nieves from Venezuela are among the men.




"My Olympic dream is coming true," Mehdipournejad said.
On Tuesday, a third runner on the team was suspended for a positive doping test. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The refugee team was created by the IOC for the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro to allow athletes to keep competing, even if they have been forced to leave their home countries. 
There were 10 athletes in Rio, with Syrian swimmer Yusra Mardini becoming the first to compete. Three years ago in Tokyo the number was 29 across 12 sports.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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    [image: Dortmund's Niclas Fuellkrug celebrates after scoring his side's opening goal during the Champions League semifinal first leg soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Paris Saint-Germain at the Signal-Iduna Park stadium in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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[image: Manchester United's head coach Erik ten Hag waves his supporters at the end of the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Sheffield at the Old Trafford Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (Manchester United won 4-2. AP Photo/Dave Thompson)]
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[image: Dortmund supporters wave flags after the Champions League semifinal first leg soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Paris Saint-Germain at the Signal-Iduna Park stadium in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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[image: Bayern's Harry Kane celebrates after scoring his side's second goal during the Champions League semifinal first leg soccer match between Bayern Munich and Real Madrid at the Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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[image: Bayern's Harry Kane celebrates after scoring his side's second goal during the Champions League semifinal first leg soccer match between Bayern Munich and Real Madrid at the Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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                                        MANCHESTER, England (AP) -- Germany has beaten the English Premier League to a bonus fifth Champions League place in next season's revamped and expanded competition.
Borussia Dortmund's 1-0 win over Paris Saint-Germain in their semifinal first leg on Wednesday confirmed Germany would join Italy in being granted an extra berth.
It had largely been assumed England would secure a bonus spot, given its recent success in Europe, including having Champions League winners in three of the last five seasons.
But Dortmund's win means Germany can't be caught in UEFA's ranking system by England, which has only Aston Villa still playing.
The fifth spots were based on performances from each country this season in the Champions League, Europa League and Europa Conference League.
It means three-time European Cup winner Manchester United will miss out on next season's Champions League.

    


Villa and Tottenham -- competing for fourth place in the Premier League -- also know there will be no back door entry to the biggest stage in Europe.
Villa, England's only remaining team in Europe, has advanced to the semifinals of the Conference League. But even if Villa goes on to win the third-tier competition, it cannot amass enough points for England to overtake Germany, which still has two teams in the Champions League and one in the Europa League.




UEFA's ranking system gives points for each game a team wins or draws in European competition, with bonuses attached to advancing to different stages.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since 2005, England would have qualified for a fifth place in the Champions League in 14 of 19 seasons. And despite having finalists in five of the past six editions, English teams' disappointing performances this season have wrecked their chances of an extra place.
Man United and Newcastle failed to advance from the group stage, and Manchester City's quarterfinal loss to Real Madrid was the defending champion's earliest exit from the competition in four years.

    


In the Europa League, Liverpool was surprisingly eliminated by Atalanta in the quarterfinals.
In contrast, German teams have excelled. Bayern Munich and Dortmund have reached the semifinals of the Champions League and Bayer Leverkusen is into the last four of the Europa League.
Dortmund, fifth in the Bundesliga, guaranteed a place in next season's Champions League by beating PSG.
Roma is currently fifth in Italy.
The Champions League is expanding from 32 to 36 teams next season to allow for a new league phase that will replace the existing group stage.
Via a seeding system, teams will be drawn to play against eight opponents home and away in one league format.
The top eight teams will advance to the round of 16. Teams that finish from ninth to 24th will face a two-leg playoff in order to advance.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: New York Mets owner Steve Cohen watches during the first half of an NBA basketball game between the New York Knicks and the Sacramento Kings on Thursday, April 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The final cost of the New York Mets' sorry 2023 season has been totaled: $420 million.
Major League Baseball finalized its payroll figures for last year, and the Mets finished at a record $319.5 million. In addition to the payroll, New York paid a record luxury tax of $100.8 million after finishing fourth in the NL East at 75-87 -- 29 games behind first-place Atlanta and nine games back of the last wild card berth.
New York's spending would have been even higher if not for summer trades that jettisoned pitchers Max Scherzer, Justin Verlander and David Robertson along with other veterans.
The Mets topped the previous payroll high of $291.1 million by the 2015 Los Angeles Dodgers, who paid a tax of just over $43.5 million for a total player expense of $334.6 million.
The three-highest spenders all missed the playoffs last year. The New York Yankees were second at $283.8 million, followed by San Diego at $257.2 million.

    


Philadelphia was fourth at $249.2 million, followed by the Los Angeles Dodgers at $241.3 million.
World Series champion Texas was sixth at $241.1 million and National League champion Arizona 20th at $128.9 million.




Oakland had the lowest payroll for the second straight season at $62.7 million -- less than one-fifth the Mets' total.
AL East champion Baltimore was 28th at $79.2 million and Tampa Bay, which earned an AL wild card berth, was 27th at $83.8 million.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Payrolls increased 11% to $5.07 billion from $4.56 billion, and MLB calculated the average salary at $4,411,753.
The players' association, which uses a slightly different methodology, announced its average of $4,525,719 in February.
Payrolls are based on 2023 salaries, earned bonuses and escalators, option buyouts and prorated shares of signing bonuses for 40-man rosters, and cash transactions in trades are factored in the calculations. In some cases, parts of salaries that are deferred are discounted to reflect present-day values.
They differ from luxury tax payrolls, which are based on average annual values and also include benefits. The Mets set a luxury tax payroll record of $374.7 million.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com
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    [image: Colorado Avalanche left wing Artturi Lehkonen (62) celebrates the goal by Casey Mittelstadt (37) on Winnipeg Jets goaltender Connor Hellebuyck (37) during the third period in Game 1 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Sunday, April 21, 2024. (Fred Greenslade/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Stars right wing Evgenii Dadonov (63) and defenseman Chris Tanev (3) celebrate after Dadonov's goal during the first period against the Vegas Golden Knights in Game 4 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series Monday, April 29, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ian Maule)]
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[image: Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (21) and defenseman Thomas Harley (55) lay out in front of the net to help goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) defend against a shot by Vegas Golden Knights' Nicolas Roy (10) in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche goaltender Justus Annunen pulls on his helmet after a timeout in the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Winnipeg Jets, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche goaltender Justus Annunen pulls on his helmet after a timeout in the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Winnipeg Jets, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Colorado Avalanche goaltender Justus Annunen pulls on his helmet after a timeout in the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Winnipeg Jets, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4
Colorado Avalanche goaltender Justus Annunen pulls on his helmet after a timeout in the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Winnipeg Jets, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By STEPHEN WHYNO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Off the goaltender's mask, off a defenseman's back, nothing but net. Well, at least in the net.
That is how Colorado's Casey Mittelstadt got his first goal of the NHL playoffs this year, and it is not the only one. Several players have scored by ricocheting the puck in off a goalie's head, including Dallas' Evgenii Dadonov against Vegas earlier this week. 
It is an art that is becoming more and more refined as skaters find ways to score against the best netminders in the world. Sniping goals in from near-impossible angles -- Mario Lemieux was remarkable at it -- is now common and even expected for NHL forwards. Maybe banking shots in off a goalie's mask was the inevitable next step in a league that saw its first "Michigan" -- the lacrosse-style goal done from behind the net -- only in 2019.
"Some guys seem to be really good at it," New York Rangers forward Jimmy Vesey said. "It seems like some guys are starting to perfect it."

    


Goalies say they have learned to expect it, or at least not get salty about pucks intentionally directed at their noggins, a notable concern in hockey as the league has taken steps to cut down on concussions and other head injuries.




"You've got to be prepared for anything," Washington's Charlie Lindgren said. "You see shooters are so good now where all they need is the smallest little corner."
Mittelstadt's goal, batted out of the air, clanked off the front of the mask of Winnipeg's Connor Hellebuyck, one of the league's best goalies, off Jets defenseman Brenden Dillon and into the net.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Interesting way," he said. "I haven't scored very many like that in my life, but (I will) definitely take it, for sure."
After Dadonov shot from a bad angle off the mask of the Golden Knights' Logan Thompson in the Stars' Game 4 victory, Dallas goalie Jake Oettinger theorized that half the goals this time of year are about just getting the puck on net and hoping you get a good bounce.

    


"Just throw pucks at the net and you're going to score dirty goals like that in the playoffs," said Oettinger, who also made two big saves with his mask in winning Game 5.
Colorado counterpart Alexandar Georgiev speaks for his masked brethren when he says he doesn't mind when opponents take aim for the back of his helmet in games. That is just part of the deal.
If Avalanche players do it in practice? Not so cool.
"Guys do a really good here with trying to avoid the mask in practice, at least," Georgiev said. "When it's the game, it's part of the game. It doesn't bother me. The equipment is pretty good, luckily."
Georgiev, whose team is pursuing its second championship in three years, has tried different mask brands over the years, settling on a commonly used heavier Bauer model with "no complaints" when it comes to safety. 
"It works great," he said. "I feel the one I'm using now is is very solid and blocks of the shots pretty good. You don't feel the impact that much."
Dallas' Jason Robertson tried to beat Thompson with a shot off his mask in Game 1 of their series. In hindsight, he wishes he would have tried something different. That's because it's so rare to score that way.

    


"When you just have time, pick your head up, see if it can happen," Robertson said. "I think goalies understand. It's tough now. ... The goalies are good."
___
AP Sports Writers Pat Graham in Denver and Stephen Hawkins in Frisco, Texas, contributed.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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    [image: FILE -Colorado Rapids goalkeeper Tim Howard celebrates as time runs out in the team's MLS soccer match against the Portland Timbers on Saturday, June 17, 2017, in Commerce City, Colo. The Rapids won 2-1. Tim Howard will join Tony Meola, Kasey Keller and Brad Friedel on Saturday, May 4, 2024, as modern-era American goalkeepers in the U.S. National Soccer Hall of Fame. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - United States goalkeeper Tim Howard talks to reporters before a training session in Sao Paulo, Brazil, June 28, 2014. Tim Howard will join Tony Meola, Kasey Keller and Brad Friedel on Saturday, May 4, 2024, as modern-era American goalkeepers in the U.S. National Soccer Hall of Fame. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]
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[image: FILE - United States' goalkeeper Tim Howard dives to make a save on Germany's Thomas Mueller during the group G World Cup soccer match between the USA and Germany at the Arena Pernambuco in Recife, Brazil, Thursday, June 26, 2014. Tim Howard will join Tony Meola, Kasey Keller and Brad Friedel on Saturday, May 4, 2024, as modern-era American goalkeepers in the U.S. National Soccer Hall of Fame. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan, File)]
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[image: FILE - Everton's American goalkeeper Tim Howard celebrates their victory against Arsenal during their English Premier League soccer match at Goodison Park Stadium in Liverpool, England, March 18, 2007. Tim Howard will join Tony Meola, Kasey Keller and Brad Friedel on Saturday as modern-era American goalkeepers in the U.S. National Soccer Hall of Fame. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - United States goalkeeper Tim Howard talks to reporters before a training session in Sao Paulo, Brazil, June 28, 2014. Tim Howard will join Tony Meola, Kasey Keller and Brad Friedel on Saturday, May 4, 2024, as modern-era American goalkeepers in the U.S. National Soccer Hall of Fame. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]
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[image: FILE - United States' goalkeeper Tim Howard dives to make a save on Germany's Thomas Mueller during the group G World Cup soccer match between the USA and Germany at the Arena Pernambuco in Recife, Brazil, Thursday, June 26, 2014. Tim Howard will join Tony Meola, Kasey Keller and Brad Friedel on Saturday, May 4, 2024, as modern-era American goalkeepers in the U.S. National Soccer Hall of Fame. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan, File)]
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                                        Tim Howard was 10 years old when he walked into Giants Stadium's upper deck in June 1989 for a United States-Peru friendly that featured goalkeeper Tony Meola making his second international appearance.
"My earliest soccer memory," Howard recalled last month.
Howard went on to follow Meola in a line of outstanding American goalkeepers, and on Saturday he will join Meola, Kasey Keller and Brad Friedel in the U.S. National Soccer Hall of Fame.
"Obviously, it is the honor of my life," Howard said.
Josh McKinney, captain of the U.S. seven-a-side Paralympic team, also was elected from the player ballot. Midfielder Tisha Venturini-Hoch was chosen from the veteran ballot and United Soccer Leagues founder Francisco Marcos was picked from the builder category.
Now 45, Howard started at the 2010 and 2014 World Cups and made 121 international appearances from 2002-17, most among American goalkeepers. His 16 saves in a 2-1, second-round extra time loss to Belgium in 2014 was a zenith. Howard's finale was the nadir, the 2-1 loss at Trinidad and Tobago that ended the Americans' streak of seven straight World Cup appearances.

    


"U.S. Soccer needed a wake up call," Howard said, looking back.




He played with Major League Soccer's New York/New Jersey MetroStars from 1998 to 2003, then in England for Manchester United (2003-06) and Everton (2006-16). He returned to MLS with Colorado from 2016-19 and finished in 2020 with second-tier Memphis, where he is a non-controlling owner and sporting director.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

No top successor has emerged at the national team.
Zack Steffen failed to get regular time at Manchester City and returned to Major League Soccer this year. Matt Turner lost his starting job in the Premier League after a series of soft goals, and Ethan Horvath is in England's second division.
"We had it locked. We had this goalkeeping thing figured out for a long time, didn't we? Going all the way back. And, yeah, it just seems like we've had a little bit of a rut," Howard said.

    


"The game has continued to evolve, and I don't know if our young goalkeepers are getting pushed as hard as they need to, to that breaking point," he continued. "One of the things that Kasey Keller said to me when I signed with Manchester United, and it stuck with me forever, he just said, look, in order to be judged as a goalkeeper you have to play 100 games at the highest level. And right now, our young guys aren't getting those games to even be able to judge them.
"I like Zack, and I like Matt. I do like Matt's wherewithal, fortitude and mental toughness," Howard added. "Zack's talent is unmatched and I've always said about Zack he could be the greatest U.S. goalkeeper of all time because of the physical tools that he possesses."
In his fourth season as an analyst for NBC's Premier League coverage, Howard faulted the American preparation system.
"The goalkeeping coaching has dropped a level, as well, if I'm being brutally honest," he said, "because when you look at some of these top goalkeepers that we've produced through the years, they've always had high-level goalkeeping coaches. And I can say that because I've seen the worst of the worst, and I've seen the best of the best in my career. And I think high-level goalkeeping coaching is down."

    


Howard was open early in his career that he had Tourette syndrome, a neurological disorder causing involuntary, repetitive movements. He became an advocate and fundraiser for those afflicted.
"I just wanted to kind of get ahead of it and put it out there before anybody could really scrutinize and criticize me for it, knowing that I was climbing that ladder and going to be in the spotlight had I become a starter," he said. "I appreciate the sensitivity with which people have covered my journey with Tourette syndrome throughout the course of my career because, quite frankly, I'm being brutally honest with you, I can handle it. There's nothing anyone can throw at me that I can't handle."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: FILE - Newcastle's Sandro Tonali applauds as he leaves the pitch during the Champions League group F soccer match between AC Milan and Newcastle at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, on Sept. 19, 2023. Newcastle midfielder Sandro Tonali has been handed a two-month suspended ban for breaching English soccer's betting rules, the Football Association announced on Thursday, May 2, 2024. Tonali is already serving a 10-month ban issued by the Italian soccer federation for betting on teams he played for, which has ruled him out of action since October. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni, File)]
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[image: FILE - Newcastle's Sandro Tonali walks on the field prior the Champions League group F soccer match between Newcastle and Dortmund at St. James' Park, in Newcastle, England, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. Newcastle midfielder Sandro Tonali has been handed a two-month suspended ban for breaching English soccer's betting rules, the Football Association announced on Thursday, May 2, 2024. Tonali is already serving a 10-month ban issued by the Italian soccer federation for betting on teams he played for, which has ruled him out of action since October. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Newcastle midfielder Sandro Tonali was given a suspended two-month ban for breaching betting rules, the English Football Association said on Thursday.
Tonali is already serving a 10-month ban issued by the Italian federation for betting on teams he played for, which has ruled him out of action since October.
The FA said Tonali admitted to breaching its rules on 50 occasions by placing bets on matches last year from Aug. 12 to Oct. 12. He self-reported these breaches on Oct. 20 and admitted to betting on four Newcastle matches -- three of which he was involved in -- but always on his team to win.
An independent regulatory commission sanctioned 23-year-old Tonali with a two-month ban that was suspended until the end of next season "pending any further breaches" of the betting rules as well as a 20,000 pounds ($25,000) fine and warning.

    


"The compelling reasons to suspend the sporting sanction include the fact that Tonali self-referred this misconduct, made full admissions as to it, and did so in circumstances where there is no other evidence to support these misconduct proceedings," the commission said.




Tonali joined Newcastle from AC Milan last July for a fee reportedly worth up to 60 million pounds ($76.3 million). But he made only 12 appearances for the club after being caught up in a wider betting investigation that saw Juventus midfielder Nicolo Fagioli banned for seven months.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tonali told prosecutors he bet on Milan and Brescia when he played for those clubs. Tonali's agent, Giuseppe Riso, said his client had a gambling problem.
Tonali agreed to a plea bargain with the Italian federation that included therapy for a gambling addiction.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Adin Hill (33) leaves the ice after the team's 3-2 loss to the Dallas Stars in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Nashville Predators' Filip Forsberg, front right, and Ryan O'Reilly (90) celebrate a goal by Alexandre Carrier, not seen, against the Vancouver Canucks during the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, in Vancouver, British Columbia, on Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Jamie Benn (14), Evgenii Dadonov (63), goaltender Jake Oettinger, Matt Duchene (95) and Esa Lindell (23) celebrate the team's 3-2 win as Vegas Golden Knights' Nicolas Roy (10) and Michael Amadio (22) skate away in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Nashville Predators head coach Andrew Brunette, back left, talks to players during a stoppage in play during the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the Vancouver Canucks, in Vancouver, British Columbia, on Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights head coach Bruce Cassidy, left rear, and a member of his staff leave the bench after the team's 3-2 loss against the Dallas Stars in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Jamie Benn (14), Evgenii Dadonov (63), goaltender Jake Oettinger, Matt Duchene (95) and Esa Lindell (23) celebrate the team's 3-2 win as Vegas Golden Knights' Nicolas Roy (10) and Michael Amadio (22) skate away in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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                                        Home sweet home ice? For Vegas, maybe. Nashville, not so much lately.
The defending Stanley Cup champion Golden Knights return home to their "Fortress" on the Strip looking to avoid being eliminated in the first round of the playoffs after losing three in a row to Dallas. The Predators are back in "Smashville" trailing Vancouver 3-2 in that best-of-seven series.
Vegas went 9-3 at home on its title run last year. Nashville hasn't won at home in the playoffs since 2021. The challenge for each team is the same: win Friday night and force a deciding Game 7 this weekend.
"That's something we're certainly capable of," Golden Knights coach Bruce Cassidy said. "It's not this obstacle that we can't do. It's a home win, so let's get after it."
CANUCKS at PREDATORS, Vancouver leads 3-2, 7 p.m. EDT (TNT)
The Predators have lost five in a row in the postseason at Bridgestone Arena dating to a first-round exit four years ago against Carolina. They blew a two-goal lead in the final three minutes of Game 4 this series, despite fans bringing and slinging catfish in the Music City hockey tradition.

    


"We've got a great opportunity to win a big game at home here," first-year coach Andrew Brunette said. "That's kind of all I've been looking at here."




The Canucks haven't won a series away from the Edmonton bubble since their run to the final in 2011. This season, they won 23 of 41 games on the road. Vancouver is already just the third team in NHL playoff history to get wins from three different goaltenders in the same series: All-Star Thatcher Demko in Game 1 before going down with injury, backup Casey DeSmith in Game 3 before he was unexpectedly unavailable; and rookie Arturs Silovs winning his playoff debut in Game 4.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nashville bounced back in Game 5, which forward Michael McCarron believes gives him and his teammates some momentum. 
"We got to win to stay alive again," McCarron said. "We're going to need the same effort and the same mindset going into the game on Friday. I think keep the same mindset that we had last game I think will give us the best chance to win."

    


STARS at GOLDEN KNIGHTS, Dallas leads 3-2, 10 p.m. (TNT)
This has been a weird series, with the road team winning each of the first four games. Vegas took a 2-0 lead in Dallas, then gave it right back with two losses to the Stars at T-Mobile Arena, considered by players around the league the most difficult place to play as a visitor. 
Cassidy expects his team to lean on Stanley Cup-winning experience.
"It's not the first adversity that this team has faced," said veteran defenseman Alec Martinez, who won it all last year and twice before with Los Angeles in 2012 and '14. "To expect to win or get to a Stanley Cup Final or win a Stanley Cup and to not ever have your back against the wall, I think that's probably fairly unrealistic. This is what playoffs are all about. Learn from this (Game 5) and go home and see what we're made of."
One lesson: Cut down on undisciplined penalties. Vegas was whistled for four Wednesday night, and Dallas went 2 for 4 on the power play, including Jason Robertson's game-winning goal.
"We let our emotions get the best of us in the second there, obviously penalty trouble," Martinez said. "We've just got to handle the emotional side of it."

    


So, too, do the Stars from the perspective of not getting too ahead of themselves with Colorado waiting in the second round after rolling over Winnipeg. No team in the NHL had more road wins during the regular season than their 26, and Dallas already has a couple of victories at Vegas this series to draw from.
"They're the Stanley Cup champs from last year," longtime center Tyler Seguin said. "They won on that ice. It's a hard place to play. The rink is loud. Play simple. Follow the thought process we've had the last few games in there and see what happens."
___
AP Sports Writers Teresa M. Walker in Nashville, Tennessee, and Stephen Hawkins in Dallas contributed.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Toronto Maple Leafs star forward Auston Matthews will miss Thursday night's Game 6 against the Boston Bruins.
Coach Sheldon Keefe said following Thursday's morning skate that Matthews would be unavailable with Toronto trailing 3-2 in its first-round playoff series.
Matthews, who led the NHL with 69 goals in the regular season, was pulled from Game 4 with an illness and didn't play in Tuesday's 2-1 overtime victory in Boston with the Leafs facing elimination.
The 26-year-old center skated for about 30 minutes Thursday morning before Toronto's playing group took the ice.
The Leafs were also without star winger William Nylander for the first three games of the best-of-seven matchup.
Game 7, if necessary, would be Saturday in Boston.
Leafs captain John Tavares says Toronto has dealt with big absences in the past.
"It's the nature of the game, the sport," he said. "Guys responded really well last game. We gotta play together as a group, everyone stepping up and doing more.
"Not one guy trying to fill his shoes."
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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                                        JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Jacksonville's recent kicking situation can be summed up like this: two Wrights and more than a dozen wrongs.
The Jaguars are now counting on the youngest kicker ever drafted, Cam Little of Arkansas, to stop a revolving door and bring stability to a position that has been one of the league's most tumultuous over the past four years.
Jacksonville employed a whopping 16 kickers, including unrelated Brandon and Matthew Wright, between the start of the pandemic and selecting Little in the sixth round of last week's NFL draft. It's a head-shaking stretch that spans numerous injuries, several one-week tryouts and a few downright debacles.
And despite ranking 31st in the NFL in field-goal rate over that four-year span -- one of just two teams under 80% -- the Jaguars weren't planning to choose Little until Denver's Wil Lutz reneged on a three-year agreement in the opening hours of free agency.

    


Lutz's about-face prompted general manager Trent Baalke and coach Doug Pederson to draft the franchise's first kicker since Josh Scobee in 2004.
"It's a great opportunity for him," Pederson said. "It'll be exciting to get him in here and see what he can do."




The Jaguars have gotten a look at more than their share of kickers since veteran Josh Lambo injured a hip in Week 2 of the 2020 season. They set an NFL record that year for kickers used in a single season after turning to Brandon Wright, Aldrick Rosas, Stephen Hauschka, Jon Brown and Chase McLaughlin.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lambo, the NFL's most accurate kicker between 2017 and 2020, reclaimed the job in 2021 under new coach Urban Meyer. But Lambo missed five kicks in Jacksonville's first three games and suddenly had confidence issues.
Baalke and Meyer cut Lambo three weeks later, after Matthew Wright made two field goals from beyond 50 yards to beat Miami in London and end the NFL's longest losing streak (20 games) in 44 years.

    


Lambo resurfaced when he accused Meyer of kicking him during practice months earlier and belittling him in front of teammates. He sued the franchise for emotional stress and reputational harm, but the case was eventually dismissed.
Baalke and Pederson dumped Wright in 2022 and opened camp with rookie Andrew Mevis competing with Ryan Santoso for the job. Neither panned out.
Mevis missed so badly on Day 4 that he hit former Dallas Cowboys coach Dave Campo, who was standing nowhere near the goalposts, in the shoulder. He was cut hours later. And Santoso's shot ended after he misfired on three of four attempts from beyond 50 yards in the preseason.
James McCourt and Elliott Fry also got brief looks before Jacksonville claimed Riley Patterson off waivers days before the opener.
Patterson lasted less than a year. The team wanted a stronger leg and scooped up veteran Brandon McManus when Denver dumped him last spring. McManus' arrival seemed as if he would end the team's kicking carousel.
He set a franchise record by making 20 in a row over a two-month span. But then he missed five of six down the stretch as the Jags coughed up the AFC South and a playoff berth that seemed like a lock in late November.

    


Little could help everyone forget those woes. The 20-year-old Oklahoman was the third kicker drafted in the sixth round, following Alabama's Will Reichard (Minnesota) and Stanford's Joshua Karty (Los Angeles Rams).
"I'm going to be honest: I killed the process," Little said confidently. "I did every single workout I had with every coach that was drafting a guy. I absolutely smashed. I did not have one bad day in this whole process.
"Jacksonville saw something in me that they maybe didn't see in the other guys."
Little hit 53 of 64 attempts in college and all 129 extra points. He nailed the game-winner in overtime at LSU as a freshman and danced "the Griddy" afterward. He delivered on four of five attempts at nearby Florida last year, including a 44-yarder in the final minute to force overtime, and helped Arkansas notch its first victory in Gainesville.
Those makes are atop his list of college accomplishments. Now he's onto the pros, with new kickoff rules to learn and more pressure-filled moments ahead. And maybe, just maybe, he's the solution to Jacksonville's kicking chaos.
"The youngest (NFL) kicker ever, it's insane to me," he said. "It's something that I'm excited about. It's something that I put a lot of hard work into. ... I promise you that they will not regret that. The city of Jacksonville will not regret that pick."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Wisconsin's offensive linemen understand what's expected at a program that prides itself on controlling the trenches.
"A lot of people consider it 'O-line U,'" right tackle Riley Mahlman said. "In the past few years, I think we've been a good o-line. I don't think we've been necessarily great."
That hasn't been good enough. It helps explain why the Badgers fell to a combined 27-19 the last four seasons after going 63-19 from 2014-19.
Wisconsin spent spring practice trying to re-establish its superiority on the line of scrimmage while adapting to its fourth offensive line coach in as many years.
"You grow up playing offensive line, you look at a school like Wisconsin, you think, 'That's where I want to be,'" left guard Joe Brunner said. "We've always been dominant. We've produced. We've developed. As an offensive lineman, that's what you want to do. That's what you want to be."

    


Wisconsin hasn't dominated quite as often lately. An issue is a lack of stability.
New offensive line coach A.J. Blazek, a former Iowa lineman, arrived from Vanderbilt this year to take over the role Jack Bicknell Jr. had in 2023, Bob Bostad in 2022 and Joe Rudolph in 2021.




All that change makes it tough to establish a rhythm. Blazek emphasizes the positive by noting how much players learned from each coach.
"There's things that Rudy did well," Blazek sad. "There's things that Bo did well. There's things that Jack did well. The (players) kind of have a really good toolbox."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wisconsin's offensive line features plenty of experience, though it lacks depth. Brunner is expected to make his first career start in the Aug. 31 opener against Western Michigan, but the other four first-team linemen (left tackle Jack Nelson, center Jake Renfro, right guard Joe Huber and Mahlman) have each made at least 19 starts.
Badgers coach Luke Fickell said the offensive line might be "the group that made as big a leap as anybody" this spring.

    


"I don't mean that as just one guy or two guys," Fickell said. "I just meant as a unit, as a whole."
Blazek has tried getting to know his linemen as quickly as possible.
"He invites us up to his office," Huber said. "Every week he has a meeting sign-up sheet, which I've never seen before from a coach. He just encourages us to come and talk with him as much as he can. You come up and just go up by yourself and watch film, ask questions."
Brunner says those one-on-one office sessions have helped the linemen appreciate Blazek as if they've worked with him for four years rather than four months. Sometimes he's teaching manners. Other times he's asking players how they're feeling.
"Going up there and learning from him every single day has allowed me to become not only a better football player but a better man as well," Brunner said.
They believe Blazek's ability to build relationships quickly will assure that Wisconsin's offensive linemen don't suffer from all the recent coaching turnover. Getting a full season from Renfro at center also would help.
Renfro has played just one game over the last two seasons because of multiple injuries. Renfro returned for Wisconsin's Reliaquest Bowl loss to LSU and believes he has regained the form he showed while helping Cincinnati reach the College Football Playoff in 2021.

    


"I think I can be even better than that," Renfro said.
Wisconsin's also expecting plenty from Renfro.
"He's like the glue out there, really," Blazek said. "He's a vocal guy. He's an optimistic guy. He brings a little bit of verbal energy and it kind of spreads throughout. Huber's not going to say a whole lot. Riley's not going to say a whole lot. The two on the left, they're going to bring a little gas to the fire and have a little energy when they play. He's the guy that ties the whole thing together. I think that's going to kind of be his role in the room.
"An o-line's like a bunch of super heroes. They've all got to have different roles. His is going to be gluing it together."
The Badgers hope that togetherness helps their line go from good to great.
"I think we're definitely working back toward that," Mahlman said. "I think there's a high standard here, and we're always looking up at it."
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                By JAMES ROBSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MANCHESTER, England (AP) -- The English Premier League fears a new "banking-style" regulator could damage the competitiveness of the world's most popular league.
League chief executive Richard Masters has also raised concerns that proposed government measures will impact the league's value and deter investment into a competition that earns billions of pounds through the sale of broadcast rights across the globe.
The U.K. government plans to establish an independent football regulator who will be charged with ensuring the financial sustainability of clubs and leagues in England. It is proposed each club will require a licence to operate, with strengthened tests over who can own a team, and enhanced financial regulation.
"We worry above all that the model set out in the bill may affect the carefully constructed competitive balance that is at the heart of our existing competition, and therefore the appeal and value of the Premier League to fans and investors alike," Masters wrote to the chair of the government's select committee on sport. 

    


Masters said the league preferred a "light-touch" regulator with powers to step in when required.




He said government proposals would mean "largely adopting an approach from banking regulation" and the "imposition of bespoke financial constraints." 
The league, he said, wanted to avoid "unintended consequences" that were "foreseeable."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Football Governance Bill would give an independent regulator powers to safeguard the future of clubs and stop teams from joining breakaway competitions like the failed bid in 2021 to launch a European Super League.
That license will require all clubs to meet certain mandatory conditions, such as basic requirements on fan engagement, corporate governance and financial reporting.
The government has said the regulator would have the power to oversee financial plans of clubs to ensure they can meet cash flows even in the event of a "financial shock," and "step in where it has concerns."

    


"This will prevent clubs facing cliff-edge situations," it has said.
The regulator would also have powers to "test and remove" owners and directors "should they be found to be unsuitable."
But in February, Sports Secretary Lucy Frazer said the government did not propose to block state-backed investment such as the Saudi-backed takeover of Newcastle in 2021.
"What we want (is) to ensure clubs are financially sustainable, not who owns them. So it is not going to be in this bill whether a foreign state, for instance, should own a club," Frazer said at the business of football conference. "What we're interested in as a government is that the people who run the clubs run them well and that they survive. That is what the bill is all about."
Masters said in his letter that clubs want to be consulted "first, not last" in any licensing system and have a clarification of principles around ownership tests.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        MUMBAI, India (AP) -- Captain Rohit Sharma says current Indian Premier League form was hardly a factor when it came to picking India's squad for the T20 World Cup.
Sharma said on Thursday they could have picked the 15-man squad before the IPL. They waited until this week and chose nine of the team that reached the 2022 semifinals.
The T20 World Cup in the Caribbean and the United States starts on June 1 and India doesn't get going until June 5 against Canada on Long Island.
"We nearly made our squad combination before the IPL began (in March)," Sharma said on Thursday in a news conference. "There is nobody new coming into the squad, and a lot of our players have been playing T20s before the IPL. We just had to fill in some gaps and that's where the IPL has helped us. We knew our core group and only made a few additions."
That core group included Sharma and Virat Kohli, around whom there was external debate about whether they should be picked. After their T20 World Cup exit in November 2022, the batting stars didn't play another Twenty20 for India until this past January, when Afghanistan visited. Sharma played three games and Kohli two.

    


Sharma said that was deliberate. The senior players focus mainly on the next major tournament, allowing India to try new players. "We only consistently play test cricket," the captain added.




Sharma, 37, and Kohli, 35, are set to appear in their sixth consecutive T20 World Cup. They have never tasted success.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"These players have been around because they have been good enough, that's why they have played multiple World Cups," chief selector Ajit Agarkar said. "We didn't even discuss Virat Kohli's IPL strike rate -- playing a World Cup is a different pressure. You want that experience in your team.
"If we haven't won a trophy in the recent past, it is not for a lack of trying. It just boils down to the day."

    


Lokesh Rahul played at the last two T20 World Cup and in the Cricket World Cup late last year but has missed out this time. The wicketkeepers were Rishabh Pant -- his comeback for India after his near-fatal car crash in late 2022 -- and Sanju Samson because of their ability to bat in the middle order.
"Currently in the IPL, (Rahul) is batting as an opener," Agarkar said. "We were looking at middle-order options. Sanju Samson (who bats at number three for Rajasthan Royals) can bat lower down. Rishabh Pant (with Delhi Capitals) is batting at five. It is about the slots we needed to fill, and these are two incredible batters who can do the job lower down the order."
Middle-order batter Shivam Dube was the only IPL-inspired selection for his power-hitting prowess.
Dube's inclusion and the choice of four spinners, including the IPL's highest wicket-taker in Yuzvendra Chahal, meant there was no room for left-hand batter Rinku Singh.
Singh made his T20 debut last year and has an average of 89 and a strike rate of 176.23 in 23 matches. His exclusion was heavily criticized in the media and social media.
"Rinku was unlucky, it wasn't his fault," Agarkar said. "We already had enough batting options and we needed the extra bowling options for our skipper to try out different combinations. It was the toughest call we made."

    


Sharma said he wanted four spinners, two of them allrounders, because India's four group matches -- including the marquee match with Pakistan on June 9 -- all had morning starts to tie in with primetime TV at home. To Sharma, India's three pacers and four spinners were the answers to questions posed on their tours of the Caribbean in 2022 and 2023.
"We've played a lot of cricket there (in the Caribbean). We know what the conditions are like," Sharma said. "With morning starts at 10:30 a.m., there's a little bit of technical aspect involved in this."
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                    Ahead of the annual Kentucky Derby in May, the oldest living winner Silver Charm still attracts a crowd at age 30. The champion that won the 1997 Kentucky Derby lives the easy life at a retirement farm for thoroughbreds in Georgetown, Kentucky. (AP Video: Dylan Lovan)
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    [image: Michael Blowen, founder and retired president of Old Friends Farm, feeds Silver Charm ground up cookies at Old Friends Farm in Georgetown, Ky., Thursday, April 18, 2024. Silver Charm, the 1997 Kentucky Derby winner and at the age of 30, the oldest living Derby winner lives his life of retirement at the farm dedicated to retired thoroughbred race horses. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: Silver Charm, right, with Jockey Gary Stevens aboard, noses out Captain Bodgit to win the 123rd Kentucky Derby horse race, Saturday, May 3, 1997 in Louisville, Ky. Now the oldest living Derby winner, Silver Charm has lived in leisure at Old Friends, a retirement home for thoroughbreds in Kentucky's scenic bluegrass region, for nearly a decade. (AP Photo/Al Behrman, File)]
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[image: A group of tourists greet the 1997 Kentucky Derby winner Silver Charm, during a tour of Old Friends Farm in Georgetown, Ky., Thursday, April 18, 2024. At the age of 30, Silver Charm, the oldest living Derby winner lives in retirement at the farm, dedicated to retired thoroughbred race horses. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: Silver Charm, the 1997 Kentucky Derby winner eats his breakfast at Old Friends Farm in Georgetown, Ky., Thursday, April 18, 2024. Silver Charm the oldest living Derby winner at the age of 30, lives his life of retirement at the farm dedicated to retired thoroughbred race horses. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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                                        GEORGETOWN, Ky. (AP) -- Michael Blowen can step outside his house any day of the week and visit retired racehorses at Old Friends, the thoroughbred retirement farm he founded in Kentucky two decades ago that attentively cares for former winners and losers alike.
From his home's backdoor, Blowen can watch one former racehorse great in particular amble aimlessly in a nearby pasture: Silver Charm, the champion thoroughbred that won the 1997 Kentucky Derby.
"Hey, handsome," Blowen called out as he sidled up to his longtime friend that now has only four remaining teeth and spends much of his day napping. Silver Charm moved toward Blowen, who fed him a handful of Mrs. Pastures horse cookie crumbs before pouring the rest into a feed bucket. The oldest living Derby winner then wandered to his water trough, sipped and dozed off.
"He's pretty predictable," Blowen said. "He knows what he wants, and when he wants it."

    


Welcome to Old Friends farm, a 236-acre (95.51-hectare) racehorse retirement community outside Georgetown, Kentucky, where champion thoroughbreds and lovable losers retire in leisure amid the splendor of Kentucky's scenic bluegrass region, whiling away in the shadows of former glory, then posing for pictures with devoted race fans who -- especially during Derby season -- visit the farm. 




The Derby will be held Saturday. At Old Friends, every day is Legends Day.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For $30, visitors take a guided, 90-minute walking tour while getting up-close looks at some of the farm's most famous residents, including Silver Charm and I'll Have Another, the 2012 Kentucky Derby and Preakness winner. 
Blowen, a former Boston Globe film critic, started Old Friends in 2003 with a leased paddock and one horse. He was just getting started when news broke that 1986 Kentucky Derby winner Ferdinand had reportedly died in a slaughterhouse in Japan.
"Because Ferdinand was a Derby winner, it made a huge difference," Blowen said of his own campaign to provide a dignified and comfortable retirement for racehorses at Old Friends.

    


Today, about 250 former racehorses call Old Friends home, whether at the main farm in Kentucky or at three satellite locations.
In Kentucky, Silver Charm's daily routine is simple: He poses for tour group photos and mingles with neighbors in adjoining paddocks after being let out into his football-field-sized paddock early in the morning. He prefers to return to his barn stall around 3:30 p.m., naps often, but can still break into an occasional run.
"He'll come down that hill like he was opening the Lone Ranger show," Blowen said.
Silver Charm has lived at Old Friends for nearly a decade. Attention paid to the 30-year-old Hall of Fame racehorse has come to symbolize the care thoroughbreds deserve in their golden years, long after running their last race or producing their last foal, said Old Friends CEO John Nicholson. 
"He is a great reminder that at the heart of our sport, at the heart of the industry, is the horse," Nicholson said. "He reminds us that the horse has given to us far more than we've ever given back, and that we should always try to give back."

    


The fraternity of former Derby winners spans horse farms worldwide, including Kentucky, the sport's epicenter. Once champion racehorses finish racing, stud careers typically begin in the hope that their bloodlines will preserve legacy, and net profit.
Silver Charm followed the same path. After a stellar racing career that included wins at the Derby, Preakness and Dubai World Cup -- amassing earnings of nearly $7 million -- his stud career started at renowned Three Chimneys Farm in Kentucky, after which he spent years in Japan.
Silver Charm was later shipped to Old Friends, where he's become a beloved ambassador for the farm.
For a while, two of Silver Charm's greatest competitors -- Touch Gold and Swain -- were his Old Friends neighbors. Touch Gold won the 1997 Belmont Stakes in a stretch duel with Silver Charm that denied him the Triple Crown. Silver Charm later defeated Swain at the Dubai World Cup. Touch Gold still lives at Old Friends but Swain died there at age 30 in 2022.

    


Not all Old Friends residents made it to the winner's circle. Zippy Chippy, horse racing's lovable loser for never winning in 100 races, spent his golden years in comfort at the Old Friends farm in upstate New York until his death in 2022.
"At the first part of their lives, they're doing everything that people are telling them to do," Nicholson said, adding that Old Friends relies mostly on donations to meet annual operating expenses that reach millions of dollars. "At this stage of their life, we're doing everything they tell us to do." 
If there's room, Old Friends tries to accept any thoroughbred that an owner wants to retire there, Blowen said. Owners must surrender ownership and deliver the horse. Old Friends only accepts thoroughbreds and says horses deemed at "great risk" and stallions being returned from overseas receive preference, according to its website.

    


As the face of Old Friends, Silver Charm symbolizes the life former racehorses deserve, Nicholson said.
"He was a great athlete but since then has been an ambassador for even a higher calling," he said. "And I think that's part of his magic."
For tourist Susan Hale, seeing Silver Charm up close stirred memories of a hunch bet she made at the 1997 Derby.
"I went to the paddock as he was being saddled, and I said, 'I'm going to put some money on that horse right there,'" Hale recalled of the bet she placed on Silver Charm that won her several hundred dollars and allowed her to pay for dinner with friends at a steakhouse later that night.
Silver Charm won the race in heart-pounding fashion -- and a lasting place in Hale's heart. A framed print of Silver Charm in his prime is displayed in her living room back home in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.
"He's actually why I'm here," Hale said. "The other horses have been beautiful, too, but he's my favorite."
Still, Silver Charm's most steadfast companion remains Blowen, the founder and retired president of Old Friends who can see his favorite horse simply by stepping out his back door.
"Think of the greatest thing you ever laid your eyes on and put it in your backyard, and then you'll have an idea," Blowen said of what it's like to have Silver Charm as a neighbor. "Every day, I get that."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/silver-charm-old-friends-farm-kentucky-derby-55262eab5519c853be20b8c55a8a487c
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    [image: Paris' mayor Anne Hidalgo and other officials attend the inauguration of the Austerlitz wastewater and rainwater storage basin, which is intended to make the Seine river swimmable during the Paris 2024 Olympic Games, in Paris, Thursday, May 2, 2024. The works underground next to Paris' Austerlitz train station are part of a 1.5 billion euro effort to clean up the Seine so it can host marathon swimming and triathlon events at the July 26-Aug 11 Summer Games and be opened to the general public for swimming from 2025. (Stephane de Sakutin, Pool via AP)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French officials inaugurated on Thursday a huge water storage basin meant to help clean up the River Seine, set to be the venue for marathon swimming at the Paris Games and the swimming leg of the Olympic and Paralympic triathlons.
Sports minister Amelie Oudea-Castera praised Paris' ability "to provide athletes from all over the world with an exceptional setting on the Seine for their events."
Last year, swimming test events had to be canceled due to poor water quality. One reason was heavy rains that overwhelmed the city's old sewers, causing a mix of rainwater and untreated sewage to flow into the Seine and leaving safety standards unmet.
The giant reservoir dug next to Paris' Austerlitz train station aims to collect excess rainwater and prevent bacteria-laden wastewater from entering the Seine. 
It can hold the equivalent of 20 Olympic swimming pools of dirty water that will now be treated rather than being spat raw through storm drains into the river.

    


"We are on time," the prefect of the Paris region, Marc Guillaume, said. "The beginning of the Games will coincide with water quality allowing competition. That's a tremendous collective success."




Paris mayor Anne Hildago promised she would herself swim in the Seine before the Olympics -- possibly alongside President Emmanuel Macron. 
The new storage basin "guarantees" that water can be stored even during severe storms, and will help water levels to "return to normal as quickly as possible," she said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The opening of the basin is the latest step toward a cleaner river and comes as part of a series of newly-built facilities, including a water treatment plant in Champigny-sur-Marne, east of Paris, that was inaugurated last month. 
During the Olympics, water will be tested at 3 a.m. each day to determine whether events can go ahead as planned. If results were not up to the standards, events could be delayed by a few days, organizers said. 

    


The estimated cost of the cleanup efforts amount to 1.4 billion euros ($1.5 billion), paid by the state and local authorities.
"For more than ten years already, we've seen a very significant improvement of the Seine water quality and our river's fishes and wildlife are back," Hidalgo said. 
About 35 fish species are now living in the Paris section of the river, up from only three in the 1970s, when waters were extremely polluted due to nearby industrial activities.
For decades, the Seine was used mainly as a waterway to transport goods and people or as a watery grave for discarded bicycles and other trash. Swimming there has, with some exceptions, been illegal since 1923.
Paris officials are planning to open several bathing sites to the general public in the summer, starting from next year. 
The River Seine also is to be at the heart of the grandiose opening ceremony for the Olympics that will see over 200 athletes' delegations parade on more that 80 boats in central Paris. 
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
___
AP journalists Oleg Cetinic and Masha Macpherson contributed to the story. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/paris-olympics-swimming-seine-water-quality-75e6602670914634d639260434303e10



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Pakistan recalls Hasan Ali for tour to Ireland and England, delays announcing T20 World Cup squad | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Pakistan recalls Hasan Ali for tour to Ireland and England, delays announcing T20 World Cup squad

    Pakistan recalls Hasan Ali for tour to Ireland and England, delays announcing T20 World Cup squad

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Members of Pakistan cricket team's selection committee, from left to right, Abdul Razak, Mohammad Yousaf and Wahab Riaz give a press conference to announce squad for upcoming T20 cricket matches against Ireland and England, in Lahore, Pakistan, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Pakistan recalled fast bowler Hasan Ali as backup for injured Haris Rauf for the Twenty20 series against Ireland and England as it searches for the right pace combination for next month's T20 World Cup. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)]
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[image: Pakistan's and New Zealand players shake hands on the end of the play of the fifth T20 international cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand, in Lahore, Pakistan, Saturday, April 27, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)]
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- Pakistan recalled fast bowler Hasan Ali as backup for the injured Haris Rauf for Twenty20 series against Ireland and England as it searches for the right pace combination for next month's T20 World Cup.
Selectors on Thursday said the 15-member World Cup squad will be announced after the first T20 against England on May 22. The International Cricket Council has set May 24 as the deadline for participating teams to finalize their squads.
Pakistan will play three T20s against Ireland at Dublin from May 10-14 before heading to England for four T20s from May 22-30. The World Cup in the United States and Caribbean starts June 1, and Pakistan's opener is June 6.
Ali has taken 60 wickets in 50 T20s but hasn't played in the format for Pakistan since the Asia Cup in September 2022. He has been playing for Warwickshire in the English County Championship Division One and came under consideration after taking 14 wickets in the Pakistan Super League while representing Karachi Kings.

    


Fast bowler Haris Rauf, wicketkeeper-batters Mohammad Rizwan and Azam Khan and middle-order batter Irfan Khan all are recovering from injuries and were included in the 18-member squad.




Rauf has been out of competitive cricket since dislocating his shoulder in February during the PSL but has been bowling at the National Cricket Academy in Lahore, where he's going under rehabilitation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Azam missed out on the drawn series against New Zealand because of a calf muscle injury he sustained on the eve of the first T20 at Rawalpindi. Rizwan and Irfan both were ruled out of the last two T20s against the Black Caps because of hamstring injuries they sustained during the third game.
"We still have time to finalize our World Cup squad and we want to look at fitness of a few players," said Wahab Riaz, one of seven members on the selection committee.
"Hasan was under consideration and we have given him clarity that he is the backup for Haris Rauf in case he (Rauf) doesn't fully recover."

    


Leg-spinner Usama Mir and fast bowler Zaman Khan, who both featured in the series against the Black Caps, were cut. All-rounder Salman Ali Agha was recalled as an option in a spin department that also features Shadab Khan, Abrar Ahmed, Imad Wasim and Iftikhar Ahmed.
"We understand Usama and Zaman will be disappointed," Riaz said. "They are quality cricketers and have long careers ahead of them. They need to continue to focus on their cricket so that they are available, if required."
The selectors have given another chance to top-order batter Usman Khan, who shifted his allegiance to Pakistan, his country of birth, resulting in a five-year ban from representing the Emirates Cricket Board. Usman scored only 59 runs in four matches against New Zealand with the top score of 31, and struggled to make an impact in the drawn series.
___
Squad: Babar Azam (captain), Abrar Ahmed, Azam Khan, Fakhar Zaman, Haris Rauf, Hasan Ali, Iftikhar Ahmed, Imad Wasim, Abbas Afridi, Mohammad Amir, Mohammad Rizwan, Irfan Khan, Naseem Shah, Saim Ayub, Salman Ali Agha, Shadab Khan, Shaheen Shah Afridi and Usman Khan.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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    [image: Edmonton Oilers' Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (93), Leon Draisaitl (29), Evan Bouchard (2), Zach Hyman (18) and Connor McDavid (97) celebrate a goal against the Los Angeles Kings during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers' Mattias Ekholm (14) celebrates the win over the Los Angeles Kings in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings and the Edmonton Oilers players shake hands after the Oilers won Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) and Mattias Ekholm (14) celebrate the win over the Los Angeles Kings in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings' Mikey Anderson (44) and Pierre-Luc Dubois (80) chase Edmonton Oilers' Connor McDavid (97) during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings' Matt Roy (3) chases Edmonton Oilers' Connor McDavid (97) as goalie David Rittich (31) poke checks the puck during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | Los Angeles Kings' Matt Roy (3) chases Edmonton Oilers' Connor McDavid (97) as goalie David Rittich (31) poke checks the puck during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Kings goalie David Rittich (31) is scored on by Edmonton Oilers' Zach Hyman (18) during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings' Alex Laferriere (78) scores a goal on Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024 in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings players celebrate a goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024 in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings goalie David Rittich (31) looks on as Edmonton Oilers' Vincent Desharnais (73), Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (93), Leon Draisaitl (29), Evander Kane (91) and Brett Kulak (27) celebrate a goal during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024 in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers' Mattias Ekholm (14) celebrates the win over the Los Angeles Kings in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings and the Edmonton Oilers players shake hands after the Oilers won Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings' Mikey Anderson (44) and Pierre-Luc Dubois (80) chase Edmonton Oilers' Connor McDavid (97) during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings goalie David Rittich (31) is scored on by Edmonton Oilers' Zach Hyman (18) during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings' Alex Laferriere (78) scores a goal on Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024 in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings players celebrate a goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024 in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings goalie David Rittich (31) looks on as Edmonton Oilers' Vincent Desharnais (73), Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (93), Leon Draisaitl (29), Evander Kane (91) and Brett Kulak (27) celebrate a goal during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, on Wednesday May 1, 2024 in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) -- The Edmonton Oilers and Los Angeles Kings played a tight-checking series at even strength. The special teams matchup, however, was lopsided -- and that's why it ended in five games.
"That was a difference in this series," Oilers head coach Kris Knoblauch said.
Leon Draisaitl scored twice, and the Edmonton Oilers beat the Los Angeles Kings 4-3 in Game 5 on Wednesday night to win their first-round NHL playoff series.
The Oilers power play went 1 for 5 on the night but scored twice just after time had expired on a penalty. Edmonton finished 9 for 20 with the man-advantage in the five games. Los Angeles, meanwhile, was 0 for 1 in this game, going scoreless on 12 power plays in the series.
"It's pretty simple to write this one," Kings interim head coach Jim Hiller said. "You saw one team execute, and one team not, on special teams."

    


Zach Hyman -- with his seventh goal of the postseason -- and Evander Kane also scored for Edmonton, which only dropped a 5-4 loss in overtime of Game 2 in the best-of-seven series.
Evan Bouchard added three assists, and Connor McDavid and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins had two each as Edmonton's offense broke out at Rogers Place. McDavid extended his points total to a playoff-leading 12 (one goal, 11 assists).




Stuart Skinner made 18 saves after posting a shutout in Edmonton's 1-0 win at Los Angeles in Game 4.
The Oilers move on to the second round, where they'll face the winner of a matchup between the Vancouver Canucks and Nashville Predators. Vancouver leads the series 3-2 heading into Game 6 on Friday in Nashville.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Oilers now get some rest while waiting for their next opponent.
"Rest is always a good thing, rest is a weapon this time of year," McDavid said. "That being said, we have to make sure we're ready to roll. Practice hard against each other ... make sure there's no change in our game."

    


Adrian Kempe, Alex Laferriere and Blake Lizotte scored for Los Angeles, and David Rittich stopped 22 shots in his second straight start.
Edmonton eliminated Los Angeles in the opening round for the third straight year after coming out on top in six games in 2023 and seven in 2022.
"You're out of the playoffs regardless of who beats you, but definitely not a great feeling getting the worst of it three years in a row," the Kings' Anze Kopitar said. "We've just got to play better, really. Special teams hurt us a lot, obviously, this series. There were parts of the games where we were good, we were dictating the game, but you've got to do it, obviously, more often and every game, too, in order to win the series."
Down 2-1 in the second period, the Oilers scored three consecutive goals to take 4-2 lead.
Draisaitl had a power-play goal at 7:44 after a couple exchanges with McDavid to tie it. Rittich appeared to rob Draisaitl with a desperation glove save, but fans cheered as if it were a goal upon seeing the replay and officials ruled the puck crossed the line after a video review.
McDavid and Draisaitl connected again just after a penalty expired with 7:39 left in the period for the German forward's fifth of the playoffs.

    


"When he's got his feet moving, when he's playing hard on both sides of the puck, there's not many guys better than him in the whole world," McDavid said. "He always seems to bring that game this time of year."
The undisciplined Kings put Edmonton up a man again near the end of the period. This time, Hyman tapped home a puck on the goal line moments after Kings forward Pierre-Luc Dubois stepped out of the box to make it 4-2.
The Oilers hunkered down to hold off the Kings most of the third. But with the goalie pulled, Kempe deflected a shot past Skinner with 2:18 left to trim the deficit to one.
The Kings pressured for an equalizer in the final two minutes until Phillip Danault hooked Draisaitl with 19.7 seconds left -- sending Edmonton on a power play and squashing L.A.'s chances of a comeback.
Kane opened the scoring on Edmonton's second shot of the night at 10:17 with a soft backhand that slipped past Rittich.

    


Los Angeles tied it with 28 seconds left in the first when the puck caromed around the boards and bounced in front of the net to Laferriere, who shot into an open net with Skinner out to play the puck.
Lizotte then scored 3:08 into the second to give Los Angeles its only lead of the game and quiet Rogers Place before Edmonton replied with an onslaught.
It's the first time the Oilers have advanced from the first round in three straight years since 1990-92.
The Oilers fell 4-2 in the second round to the eventual Stanley Cup-champion Vegas Golden Knights last year.
McDavid became the sixth player to record 10 or more assists through the first five games of the playoffs -- and the first in nearly 30 years. Draisaitl joined McDavid and Sidney Crosby as the third active player to record 10 points in four or more playoff series.
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kings-oilers-score-78d4e577e2e52ffe17e3c7674c37ffc4
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            2 of 12 | Los Angeles Clippers guard Amir Coffey, right, and Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving dive for a loose ball during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic yells after scoring during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Los Angeles Clippers Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving, left, reaches in on Los Angeles Clippers guard James Harden during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 12 | Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving, left, reaches in on Los Angeles Clippers guard James Harden during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dallas Mavericks forward Derrick Jones Jr., right, celebrates after scoring as Los Angeles Clippers center Ivica Zubac stands by during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Clippers guard Terance Mann, left, and Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving reach for rebound during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving celebrates after scoring during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Los Angeles Clippers Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Clippers forward Paul George, left, tries to shoots as Dallas Mavericks guard Josh Green, center, and center Daniel Gafford defend during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks head coach Jason Kidd gestures to his team during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Los Angeles Clippers Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Clippers guard Russell Westbrook, left, grabs a rebound as Dallas Mavericks center Daniel Gafford reaches for it during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks forward Derrick Jones Jr., left, dunks as Los Angeles Clippers guard Amir Coffey watches during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, left, dries toward the basket as Los Angeles Clippers guard Brandon Boston Jr. follows during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Clippers guard Amir Coffey, right, and Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving dive for a loose ball during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic yells after scoring during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Los Angeles Clippers Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic yells after scoring during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Los Angeles Clippers Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving, left, reaches in on Los Angeles Clippers guard James Harden during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks forward Derrick Jones Jr., right, celebrates after scoring as Los Angeles Clippers center Ivica Zubac stands by during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Clippers guard Terance Mann, left, and Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving reach for rebound during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving celebrates after scoring during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Los Angeles Clippers Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Clippers forward Paul George, left, tries to shoots as Dallas Mavericks guard Josh Green, center, and center Daniel Gafford defend during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks head coach Jason Kidd gestures to his team during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Los Angeles Clippers Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Clippers guard Russell Westbrook, left, grabs a rebound as Dallas Mavericks center Daniel Gafford reaches for it during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks forward Derrick Jones Jr., left, dunks as Los Angeles Clippers guard Amir Coffey watches during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, left, dries toward the basket as Los Angeles Clippers guard Brandon Boston Jr. follows during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Luka Doncic is playing on a sprained right knee that would probably sideline him in the regular season. The Dallas star also has been congested and ill for several days, fighting a bug that's forcing him to blow his nose during timeouts.
Doncic simply refused to be slowed in Game 5 -- not by multiple ailments, and certainly not by any Los Angeles Clippers during a blowout victory that put his Dallas Mavericks on the brink of the second round.
Doncic scored 20 of his 35 points in the second half and added 10 assists and seven rebounds, propelling the Mavericks to a 123-93 victory Wednesday night and a 3-2 lead in the first-round series.
Maxi Kleber hit five 3-pointers and Kyrie Irving added 14 points for the Mavericks, who clamped down on the Clippers defensively and handed Los Angeles the biggest margin of defeat in its playoff history. Dallas needs one more win to claim its first playoff series victory since 2022 and only its third since winning the NBA title in 2011.

    


"I think it was a very big game," Doncic said. "We win, and now we've got to win one out of two. We've got to go back to Dallas and play the same way."




Game 6 is Friday night in Dallas. If necessary, Game 7 will be back in Los Angeles on Sunday.
Doncic's injured knee has limited him at times in the series, and the symptoms of his apparent illness are slowing him down as well. But he clearly got more comfortable and more dangerous as the night went on in downtown Los Angeles.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He had 14 points in the third quarter while the Mavs stretched their lead to 25 and eventually took an 89-69 advantage into the fourth, where the Clippers never threatened to do an imitation of Dallas' rally from a 31-point deficit in Game 4.
Doncic said his illness made things "tough," and his knee is "not really good."
"But you talk about adrenaline in a playoff game," he added. "Once you get started, you want to do everything you can to help your team win. I just wanted to keep going."

    


When these teams met in the first round three seasons ago, Dallas also won Game 5 on the road and traveled home with a chance to clinch. The Clippers won the next two to claim the series in seven games -- but the star of that comeback was Kawhi Leonard, who hasn't been able to overcome his own nagging ailments in this series.
Paul George and Ivica Zubac scored 15 points apiece for the Clippers, who played their second straight game and third of the series without Leonard. LA's leading scorer has right knee inflammation at the most critical point in the season, and his teammates were unable to win without him in Game 5 after doing it twice earlier in the series.
Leonard's fellow stars couldn't step up in Game 5, although Dallas' defense deserved much of the credit. The Clippers hit went 9 for 35 on 3-point attempts in Game 5 after making 18 3s in Game 4.
"I think it was just the carryover from Game 4, talking about it, watching it," Dallas coach Jason Kidd said. "Being able to play with pace on offense, but just doing a good job of taking the 3 out of the game."

    


George went 4 for 13 and missed four of his six 3-point attempts, failing to assert himself offensively except during a brief stretch of the third quarter.
Harden had another perplexing playoff performance, going 2 for 12 and missing six of his seven 3s. Russell Westbrook also struggled off the bench, missing his first eight shots before finally scoring in the third quarter.
George was calm after the thrashing, simply citing "uncharacteristic mistakes that we made."
"That wasn't who we've been in this series, and that's not who we are," George added. "We've got to be better, especially in this situation. But we've been here before, going to Dallas being down 3-2, so we've just got to have a win-only mentality in Dallas."
Both teams pulled their starters midway through the fourth quarter, grabbing rest for the potential closeout in Dallas.
"We just didn't play well all around," Clippers coach Tyronn Lue said. "Defensively, offensively, we just didn't play a good game. That's OK. Turn the page."

    


Although Doncic and Irving each missed their first three 3-point attempts in the first half of Game 5, Dallas got 12 first-half points from Kleber, the German shooter who famously hit a buzzer-beating 3 in this building to beat the Lakers just over a year ago.
The loss left the Clippers facing the possibility that it was their last game as the home team at the downtown Los Angeles arena they share with the Lakers. Clippers owner Steve Ballmer's palatial Intuit Dome opens next season in Inglewood.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nba-playoffs-score-clippers-mavericks-df305f531d85a7607ba0f230a534eb6d
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    [image: Dallas Stars' Jason Robertson celebrates his goal with the bench in the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the Vegas Golden Knights in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights' Chandler Stephenson prepares to shoot as Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) defends in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Jamie Benn (14), Evgenii Dadonov (63), goaltender Jake Oettinger, Matt Duchene (95) and Esa Lindell (23) celebrate the team's 3-2 win as Vegas Golden Knights' Nicolas Roy (10) and Michael Amadio (22) skate away in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Logan Stankoven (11), Evgenii Dadonov, second from left, and Wyatt Johnston (53) celebrate a goal by Dadonov as Vegas Golden Knights' Jack Eichel (9) skates past in the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Sam Steel (18) is tripped by Vegas Golden Knights' William Carrier (28) in the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Carrier was issued a penalty on the play. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Tyler Seguin, left, is escorted off the ice by a staff member and Nils Lundkvist, after taking a hit to the face by Vegas Golden Knights' Alex Pietrangelo in the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Pietrangelo recieved a penalty on the play. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Adin Hill (33) blocks a shot under pressure from Dallas Stars left wing Jamie Benn (14) in the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Adin Hill blocks a shot form the Dallas Stars in the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) and Miro Heiskanen (4) defend against a shot by Vegas Golden Knights' Chandler Stephenson (20) as Thomas Harley (55) looks on late in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Ryan Suter, left, and Sam Steel (18) work to take control of the puck against Vegas Golden Knights' Ivan Barbashev (49) and Nicolas Roy (10) in t he second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger, left, and left wing Jamie Benn (1) defend the net against pressure from Vegas Golden Knights right wing Mark Stone (61) in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Fights break out between the Vegas Golden Knights and the Dallas Stars in the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | Fights break out between the Vegas Golden Knights and the Dallas Stars in the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Stars' Matt Duchene and Tyler Seguin, center right, and others celebrate a goal scored by Duchene as Vegas Golden Knights' Adin Hill (33) looks on in the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Logan Stankoven (11) works to take control of the puck against Vegas Golden Knights' Alex Pietrangelo (7), Alec Martinez (23) and Chandler Stephenson (20) in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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    [image: Dallas Stars' Jason Robertson celebrates his goal with the bench in the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the Vegas Golden Knights in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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Dallas Stars' Jason Robertson celebrates his goal with the bench in the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the Vegas Golden Knights in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights' Chandler Stephenson prepares to shoot as Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) defends in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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Vegas Golden Knights' Chandler Stephenson prepares to shoot as Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) defends in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Stars' Jamie Benn (14), Evgenii Dadonov (63), goaltender Jake Oettinger, Matt Duchene (95) and Esa Lindell (23) celebrate the team's 3-2 win as Vegas Golden Knights' Nicolas Roy (10) and Michael Amadio (22) skate away in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Sam Steel (18) is tripped by Vegas Golden Knights' William Carrier (28) in the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Carrier was issued a penalty on the play. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Tyler Seguin, left, is escorted off the ice by a staff member and Nils Lundkvist, after taking a hit to the face by Vegas Golden Knights' Alex Pietrangelo in the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Pietrangelo recieved a penalty on the play. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Adin Hill (33) blocks a shot under pressure from Dallas Stars left wing Jamie Benn (14) in the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Adin Hill blocks a shot form the Dallas Stars in the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) and Miro Heiskanen (4) defend against a shot by Vegas Golden Knights' Chandler Stephenson (20) as Thomas Harley (55) looks on late in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Ryan Suter, left, and Sam Steel (18) work to take control of the puck against Vegas Golden Knights' Ivan Barbashev (49) and Nicolas Roy (10) in t he second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger, left, and left wing Jamie Benn (1) defend the net against pressure from Vegas Golden Knights right wing Mark Stone (61) in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Fights break out between the Vegas Golden Knights and the Dallas Stars in the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Matt Duchene and Tyler Seguin, center right, and others celebrate a goal scored by Duchene as Vegas Golden Knights' Adin Hill (33) looks on in the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Logan Stankoven (11) works to take control of the puck against Vegas Golden Knights' Alex Pietrangelo (7), Alec Martinez (23) and Chandler Stephenson (20) in the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Jason Robertson scored on a power-play after Tyler Seguin took a shot to the face, Jake Oettinger had another flawless finish and the Dallas Stars finally got a home win in these NHL playoffs. 
Robertson's goal late in the second period put the Stars ahead to stay and they beat the Vegas Golden Knights 3-2 in Game 5 on Wednesday night. They now lead the series after the visitors had won each of the first four games. 
"The resilience ... I think it's great how we've been able to battle back," said Wyatt Johnston, the 20-year-old forward who had two assists.
Evgenii Dadonov and Matt Duchene also scored for the Stars, who have won three in a row after dropping the first two games at home last week as the No. 1 seed in the Western Conference. 
"A credit to our group. You know, there wasn't, a lot of believers at that point," Stars coach Pete DeBoer said. "We went on the road into a tough environment, and kind of rolled up our sleeves and went to work. And you look up and six days later you've got a 3-2 lead and a chance to close out the the Stanley Cup champions."

    


Seguin was down on the ice and a bit dazed after Alex Pietrangelo took a big backhanded swing and connected to the face of the Stars forward when they were together against the boards. The play was initially called a five-minute major, but changed to a minor penalty after replay review. 




Still, it was a major hit against the Knights. Robertson's third goal of the series came after he got his own ricochet and knocked the puck through traffic and past Adin Hill, the goalie starting his first game for the Knights this series. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pietrangelo's hit was certainly some retaliation against Seguin, who had taken a penalty for an illegal check to the head of Shea Theodore earlier in the second period, another call that initially a major penalty downgraded after replay review. 

    


"A veteran guy should know better," Vegas coach Bruce Cassidy said of Pietrangelo, while acknowledging his team wasn't happy about the hit on Theodore. "You're going to be upset, but that's playoff hockey. You've got to find a way to channel it."
Stars goalie Jake Oettinger stopped 25 shots, including a nearly full-split save to deny Chandler Stephenson on a breakaway with about 2 1/2 minutes left in the game. 
"I was on the ice watching that breakaway and said a prayer but I should have just trusted in Jake," Seguin said. 
"He really has the ability to go to another level at the most important time of the game," Stars coach Pete DeBoer said. "That was the third period tonight, hat was the third period the other night."
Oettinger had 11 saves in the third period, and has stopped all 55 shots he has faced in the third period or overtime in this series.
Hill had 22 saves after Logan Thompson had started the first four games.
Mark Stone and William Carrier scored the goals for Vegas. 
Game 6 is Friday night in Las Vegas, where the Stars won 3-2 in overtime in Game 3, then 4-2 in Game 4. 
Vegas never trailed the Stars in the Western Conference Final last year, winning the first three games before wrapping up the series in six games. 

    


Duchene scored on a power play for a 2-1 Dallas lead after a tripping penalty against Carrier. Seguin had a shot off the upper body of Hill, before Johnston got a stick on the puck that then pinged off a Vegas defender and was stuffed in by Duchene. 
Knights captain Stone, playing his 73th playoff game for Vegas and his 100th overall in his career, put them up 1-0 with a power-play goal four minutes into the game. He redirected Noah Hanifin's shot between Tomas Hertl and Stars defenseman Esa Lindell, who were in front of Oettinger. 
That lead lasted only only about a minute before Dadonov scored on a pass from rookie Logan Stankoven, who did some nifty stick work to push the puck ahead of defenseman Brayden McNabb sliding feet-first on the ice after falling down. 
Carrier made it 2-2 when he withstood a hit from Lindell against the boards behind the net but kept possession of the puck and stuffed it around the post to Oettinger's left. They came inches from taking the lead after that when Brett Howden had a shot across the front of the goalie that ricocheted off the top of the other post. 

    


Hill and Thompson had shared starts down the stretch during the regular season. Thompson has a .921 save percentage and allowed 2.35 goals per game this series, while Hill was 11-4 in the playoffs last season after taking over for injured Laurent Brossoit.
"He gave us a chance to win, did his job," Cassidy said. "A well-goaltended series."
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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                                        Barbra Banda was involved in all four of Orlando's goals as the Pride beat the North Carolina Courage 4-1 on Wednesday night to remain one of three undefeated teams in the National Women's Soccer League.
The Pride (4-0-3) scored first in the 29th minute when Banda received the ball deep in her defensive half and dribbled by several Courage players before passing to Ally Watt, who tucked her shot around goalkeeper Casey Murphy.
Watt returned the favor in the 40th minute, crossing a ball from the left that an unmarked Banda redirected into the net.
Right before halftime, Banda got around the Courage defense again and had her shot pushed away by Murphy, but Julie Doyle pounced on the rebound for a 3-0 halftime lead.
Banda wove through several Courage defenders to score her second goal in the 77th minute. The Zambian forward now has three goals and two assists in her first two starts.

    


The Courage (4-3-0) didn't have a single shot on target but forced an own goal in the second half.
SPIRIT 4, RED STARS 2
Trinity Rodman had a goal and assist and the Washington Spirit won 4-2 on the road against the Chicago Red Stars.




Brittney Ratcliffe also scored twice for the Spirit (5-2-0), while Croix Bethune had three assists, becoming the youngest player in league history with that many in one match. The rookie now has three goals and four assists.
The first shot for either team produced the first goal in the 28th minute. Bethune slipped a pass into the box for Rodman, who finished with a shot into the far post corner. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two minutes later, Rodman cut the ball back to Ouleymata Sarr, who struck into the upper right corner with her first touch.
Ally Schlegel got one back for Chicago (3-3-1) in the 79th minute, pouncing on a rebound.
Bethune and Ratcliffe combined for two goals just a few minutes later. Ratcliffe ran onto Bethune's long ball and her shot went off the upper right post and into the net in the 83rd minutes. Three minutes later, Bethune found the forward in the box, and Ratcliffe finished.

    


Chicago's Leilanni Nesbeth scored the first goal of her career when she pounced on a clearance at the top of the box in the 92nd minute.
THORNS 3, BAY FC 2
Sophia Smith scored twice to give the Portland Thorns a 3-2 road win over expansion club Bay FC.
The 2022 NWSL MVP now has a league-leading seven goals, and Portland (3-3-1) has won three straight after going winless in their first four games.
Portland's Payton Linnehan snuck a shot into the near-post corner just two minutes into the match.
Smith, who assisted on that goal, doubled the lead in the 7th minute -- running onto Linnehan's pass and cutting around goalkeeper Lysianne Proulx before finishing into an open goal.
Racheal Kundananji had a goal and an assist for Bay FC (2-5-0).
Kundananji cut back to her right foot and shot into the upper right corner just before halftime. 
She made a long run into the box in the 60th minute and passed to Deyna Castellanos for the equalizer.
Smith scored the winner in the 78th minute when her shot snuck through Proulx's hands.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- The Hurricanes face an injury crisis at hooker as they attempt to rebound from their first loss of the season in Super Rugby Pacific when they play the New South Wales Waratahs on Friday.
The Wellington-based Hurricanes have lost all three contracted hookers to injuries in recent weeks. All Blacks hooker Asafa Aumua seriously injured his knee in the Hurricanes' ninth-round win over the Fijian Drua and his understudy, James O'Reilly, will miss the Waratahs match after suffering a concussion during last weekend's 27-19 loss to the Canberra-based Brumbies.
Those setbacks followed a long-term injury sustained by third-string hooker Jacob Devery.
Head coach Clark Laidlaw called on veteran All Blacks hooker Dane Coles prior to the Brumbies match, but he also is injured.
Extended squad member Raymond Tuputupu is likely to start at hooker against the Waratahs in what will be just his third Super Rugby match. Kianu Kereru-Symes has been called in as cover after last playing for the Hurricanes in 2022. Another replacement might have to be called on.

    


The spate of injuries at hooker is exacerbated by the loss of All Blacks scrumhalf Cam Roigard to a season-ending injury. Rogiard's absence and the loss of his physical game and ability to ignite attack was felt against the Brumbies.




"On the whole our squad has been relatively fit but we're losing bodies in one or two positions," assistant coach Tyler Bleyendaal said. "At hooker we're going to be tested a lot and we have to bring guys in, but otherwise we're getting enough out of our squad."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For the first time this season, the Hurricanes will have to prepare for a match on the back of a loss. While the Waratahs are in 11th place with only two wins, they retain an outside chance of making the playoffs and are capable of better performances than their form suggests.

    


"We're disappointed. It's the first time the team has had to reflect on a loss," Hurricanes backrower DuPlessis Kirifi said. "The side was going into the remainder of the season with challenges and it was an opportunity to dig deeper while reflecting on what they needed to improve on in their remaining games.
"With a loss comes a great chance for us to be better and to look under a few rocks."
The second-place Blues will travel to Melbourne to face the fifth-place Rebels later Friday, although the match could be overshadowed by the Rebels' financial problems.
Club creditors will meet about five hours before the scheduled kickoff to vote on whether to back a rescue deal to save the financially stricken team or allow the club to enter liquidation. In his report last week, voluntary administrator Stephen Longley recommended that creditors, including the Australian Tax Office, which is owed 23.1 million Australian dollars ($15 million), accept a proposal by a private investor group, including current directors.
However, even if the proposal is accepted, Rugby Australia, which stepped in to prop up the team until the end of the 2024 season, still has the final say on whether to return the competition license.

    


Rebels coach Kevin Foote said the club's staff, including players, were briefed this week about the creditors' meeting and the possible outcomes.
"It's not the average week, going into the Blues when you're discussing this stuff," Foote said. 
Lock Cameron Suafoa has been selected on the bench for the Auckland-based Blues, though he has been undergoing radiation treatment after a cancerous tumor was discovered in his back last November.
Suafoa said in a recent video message his cancer treatment had made him more determined to succeed.
"In my mind if I let this bog me down and I keep thinking about it, it's just not going to help me move forward," he said. "I don't want to be stuck saying 'why me' all the time. If I can pull something positive out of this (I) come back fitter and stronger and hopefully then aim to pick up where I left off."
The third-place Brumbies will play the Fijian Drua on Saturday and the Hamilton-based Chiefs will play Western Force. The Christchurch-based Crusaders will try to build on last week's win over the Rebels when they play the Queensland Reds on Saturday.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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    [image: Cleveland Guardians' designated hitter Will Brennan flips his bat as he watches his home run against the Houston Astros during the fifth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: Houston Astros Kyle Tucker collects high fives in the dugout as they celebrate Tucker's home run against the Cleveland Guardians during the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: Houston Astros' Jose Altuve flips his bat as he watches his RBI single, scoring Mauricio Dubon, against the Cleveland Guardians during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: Houston Astros' Mauricio Dubon (14) scores behind Cleveland Guardians catcher David Fry, left, on the RBI single by Jose Altuve during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: Cleveland Guardians starting pitcher Triston McKenzie throws against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: Houston Astros Kyle Tucker (30) flips his bat as he rounds the bases on his home run against the Cleveland Guardians during the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: Houston Astros Kyle Tucker collects high fives in the dugout as they celebrate Tucker's home run against the Cleveland Guardians during the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Steven Kwan gave Cleveland the lead with his RBI double in the 10th inning and made a diving catch to start a double play in the bottom of the inning to lead the Guardians to a 3-2 win over the Houston Astros on Wednesday night.
Shawn Dubin (0-1) walked Brayan Rocchio to start the 10th before Kwan doubled down the left field line to score the automatic runner and put the Guardians on top 3-2.
Cade Smith (1-0) got the last two outs of the ninth for the win and closer Emmanuel Clase pitched a perfect 10th for his ninth save.
There was one out in the 10th when Mauricio Dubon hit a fly ball into shallow left field where Kwan made a diving catch before throwing to second to retire the automatic runner and end the game.
Manager Stephen Vogt raved about Kwan, who is a two-time Gold Glove award winner.
"Kwan has come through for us over and over," Vogt said. "He gets us started and tonight getting the huge hit and then obviously the play to end it, there's gold out there for a reason. That's beautiful." 

    


Kwan singled in the first inning and had an RBI triple in the fifth inning to finish a home run shy of the cycle and end Cleveland's two-game skid. 




He leads the majors with seven three-hit games and is first in the American League with 45 hits. He's the fifth player in franchise history with at least seven three-hit games through the first 30 games and the first since Lyn Lary had 10 in 1937. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kwan was asked which he enjoyed more Wednesday, his work at the plate or in the field. 
"The defense is probably really good," he said. "Just the work that I put in day in and day out with that and to kind of see some results with that, it feels really good."
It was the fourth straight extra-inning game for the Guardians, matching a franchise record set in 1910. Cleveland's seven extra-inning games this season leads the majors and is the second-most through 30 games in team history, behind the 1910 team.

    


Houston won the series opener 10-9 in 10 innings Tuesday in a game where closer Josh Hader pitched two innings, making him unavailable Wednesday.
Will Brennan homered for the Guardians and David Fry added two hits.
Kyle Tucker tied it with a solo homer in the seventh and Dubon doubled twice for the Astros, who had won three in a row.
Cleveland starter Triston McKenzie allowed five hits and two runs with six strikeouts in seven innings. It was his longest outing since 2022 after the 26-year-old was limited to just four starts last season because of shoulder and elbow injuries.
Justin Verlander yielded six hits and two runs with three walks in seven innings in his third start this season.
"That's a great performance," manager Joe Espada said. "We needed him to go deep in the game and he did just that. Gave us a chance to win the game and that's Justin Verlander at his best right there." 
Brennan put the Guardians up 1-0 when he homered to open the fifth inning. Rocchio drew a two-out walk before scoring when Kwan tripled for the second straight game making it 2-0.
Rocchio slid into home safely just before catcher Victor Caratini could get the tag down. 

    


Dubon doubled down the left field line with one out in the sixth. The Astros cut the lead to 2-1 when he scored on Jose Altuve's single.
Tucker tied it at 2-2 when he sent McKenzie's third pitch of the seventh inning to the second deck in right field for his eighth homer this season.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Guardians: RHP Eli Morgan (right shoulder inflammation) will begin a rehabilitation assignment with Triple-A Columbus this weekend.
Astros: OF Chas McCormick was placed on the injured list with discomfort in his right hamstring Wednesday and INF Jacob Amaya was recalled from Triple-A Sugar Land to take his roster spot. ... RHP Cristian Javier (neck discomfort), who was scratched from his scheduled start April 21, threw a bullpen Wednesday and manager Joe Espada said he could come off the injured list this weekend. ... RHP Jose Urquidy, who hasn't pitched this season because of an elbow injury, threw around 20 pitches in live batting practice Wednesday. Espada said he'll likely begin a minor league rehabilitation assignment after throwing live batting practice once more.
UP NEXT
Houston RHP Spencer Arrighetti (0-3, 10.37 ERA) opposes LHP Logan Allen (3-1, 5.46) in the series finale Thursday night.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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                                        BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
MLB -- Suspended Milwaukee Brewers RHP Freddy Peralta five games for intentionally throwing at Jose Siri, manager Pat Murphy two games for Peralta's actions and inappropriate conduct toward umpires, RHP Abner Uribe six games for causing the benches clearing incident and agreed to reduce Tamp Bay Rays OF Jose Siri three game suspension to two games for his actions, with all receiving undisclosed fines for their parts in the on-field incident on March 30th. 
American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES -- Reinstated LHP John Means from the 15-day IL. Placed RHP Grayson Rodriguez on the 15-day IL, retroactive to April 30.
BOSTON RED SOX -- Acquired INF Zack Short from the New York Mets in exchange for cash considerations. Agreed to terms with 1B/DH Dominic Smith on a one-year contract. Placed OF Masataka Yoshida on the 10-day IL, retroactive to April 29, Designated RHP Vladimir Gutierrez for assignment. Sent LHP Joely Rodriguez outright to Worcester (IL).

    


CHICAGO WHITE SOX -- Recalled LHP Jared Shuster from Charlotte (IL). Optioned RHP Prelander Berroa to Charlotte.
DETROIT TIGERS -- Optioned RHP Matt Manning to Toledo (IL).




HOUSTON ASTROS -- Recalled 3B Trey Cabbage and SS Jacob Amaya from Sugar Land (PCL). Optioned 1B Jose Abreu to Sugar Land. Placed RF Chas McCormick on the 10-day Il, retroactive to April 28. 
LOS ANGELES ANGELS -- Selected the contract of OF Willie Calhoun from Salt Lake (PCL). Placed INF Miguel Sano on the 10-day IL, retroactive to April 28. Designated RHP Zac Kristofak for assignment. Agreed to terms with OF Imanol Vargas on a minor league contract. Released CF Aaron Hicks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

MINNESOTA TWINS -- Selected the contract of RHP Caleb Boushley from St. Paul (IL). Optioned LHP Kody Funderburk to St. Paul.
SEATTLE MARINERS -- Announced Brad Smith and Kathy Surace-Smith have joined the Mariners Partnership Group.
National League

    


ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS -- Recalled LHP Blake Walston from Reno (PCL). Optioned LHP Andrew Saalfrank to Reno.
CHICAGO CUBS -- Sent LHP Justin Steele to Iowa (IL) on a rehab assignment.
LOS ANGELES DODGERS -- Recalled RHP J.P. Feyereisen from Oklahoma City (PCL). Optioned RHP Landon Knack Oklahoma City.
MIAMI MARLINS -- Recalled RHP Roddery Munoz from Jacksonville (IL). Optioned RHP Emmanuel Ramirez to Jacksonville. Sent 3B Jake Burger to Jacksonville on a rehab assignment.
MILWAUKEE BREWERS -- Optioned RHP Abner Uribe to Nashville (IL).
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS -- Optioned RHP Kyle Leahy to Memphis (IL).
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS -- Recalled RHP Dalton Jefferies from Sacramento (PCL). Optioned RHP Landen Roupp to Sacramento.
Minor League
Frontier League
EVANSVILLE OTTERS -- Signed OF Mike Peabody.
LAKE ERIE CRUSHERS -- Signed C Lolo Williams.
NEW JERSEY JACKALS -- Signed LHP Joe Testa.
SUSSEX COUNTY MINERS -- Signed RHP Noah Robinson.
TROIS-RIVIERES AIGLES -- Signed RHP Jesen Therrien to a contract extension. Signed C Jacob Carroll and 2B Eddy Savoie.
BASKETBALL
Women's National Basketball Association
CONNECTICUT SUN -- Waived G Kianna Smith. 
FOOTBALL
National Football League
ARIZONA CARDINALS -- Waived WR Kaden Davis and CB Quavian White. 

    


CHICAGO BEARS -- Waived P Trenton Gill. Promoted Tanesha Wade to executive vice president of diversity, equity and inclusion/chief impact officer.
DALLAS COWBOYS -- Declined their fifth-year option for QB Trey Lance.
GREEN BAY PACKERS -- Received an exemption for international DT Kenneth Odumegwu.
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS -- Signed DB Will Harris.
NEW YORK GIANTS -- Signed DB David Long.
PITTSBURGH STEELERS -- Received an exemption for DE Julius Welschof and then signed him to a contract. 
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS -- Waived LB Levi Bell.
Canadian Football League
EDMONTON ELKS -- Traded LS Peter Adjey to Ottawa in exchange for a 2025 third-round CFL draft pick.
VANCOUVER CANUCKS -- Returned LW Vasily Podkolzin to Abbotsford (AHL) from loan.
WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS -- Signed DBs Isaiah Norman, Patrick Rogers and Demetries Ford and K Dante Mastrogiuseppe. 
HOCKEY
National Hockey League
CAROLINA HURRICANES -- Signed G Ruslan Khazheyev to a three-year, entry-level contract.
DALLAS STARS --Reassigned D Lian Bichsel to Texas (AHL) from Rogle (SHL).

    


ST. LOUIS BLUES -- Signed F Simon Robertsson from the Swedish Hockey League to a three-year, entry-level contract. Signed F Otto Stenberg to a three-year, entry-level contract.
TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS -- Recalled LWs Nick Abruzzese and Kyle Clifford, Fs Dylan Gambrell and Alex Steeves, Ds Mikko Kokkonen, Max Lajoie, Topi Niemela and Marshall Rifai and G Dennis Hildeby from Toronto (AHL).
VANCOUVER CANUCKS -- Returned LW Vasily Podkolzin to Abbotsford (AHL) on loan.
ECHL
ADIRONDACK THUNDER -- Activated Ds Jackson van de Leest and Ryan Wheeler from reserve. Placed Fs Travis Broughman and Mac Welsher on reserve.
SOCCER
Major League Soccer
SPORTING KANSAS CITY -- Signed D Jake Davis to a contract through the 2027 season. 
National Women's Soccer League
UTAH ROYALS FC -- Announced has mutually agreed to part ways with assistant coach Vanessa Mann for personal and family reasons. 
MLS NEXT Pro
NEW YORK RED BULLS II - Signed M Aiden Jarvis to the a contract through the 2026 Season.
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    [image: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, right, slams a dunk against Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo (13) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, right, slams a dunk against Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo (13) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) grabs a long pass against Miami Heat forward Caleb Martin, left, during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Boston Celtics guard Derrick White (9) drives to the basket past Miami Heat guard Delon Wright, center rear, during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Sam Hauser (30) battles Miami Heat forward Caleb Martin for the ball during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) drives past Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo (13) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 13 | Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) drives past Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo (13) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: Boston Celtics head coach Joe Mazzulla calls to his players during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Miami Heat, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | Boston Celtics head coach Joe Mazzulla calls to his players during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Miami Heat, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Sam Hauser (30) is congratulated after hitting a 3-pointer against the Miami Heat during the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Miami Heat guard Tyler Herro, center, tries to drive to the basket against the Boston Celtics during the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Miami Heat players watch from the bench while trailing the Boston Celtics by more than 30 points during the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | Miami Heat players watch from the bench while trailing the Boston Celtics by more than 30 points during the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Boston Celtics forward Sam Hauser (30) takes a shot over Miami Heat guard Patty Mills (88) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) shoots over Miami Heat guard Tyler Herro (14) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Miami Heat head coach Erik Spoelstra watches his players during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | Miami Heat head coach Erik Spoelstra watches his players during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: Miami Heat guard Tyler Herro (14) tosses up a shot after driving past Boston Celtics guard Derrick White (9) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, right, slams a dunk against Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo (13) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) grabs a long pass against Miami Heat forward Caleb Martin, left, during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) grabs a long pass against Miami Heat forward Caleb Martin, left, during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: Boston Celtics guard Derrick White (9) drives to the basket past Miami Heat guard Delon Wright, center rear, during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Sam Hauser (30) battles Miami Heat forward Caleb Martin for the ball during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) drives past Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo (13) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) drives past Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo (13) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: Boston Celtics head coach Joe Mazzulla calls to his players during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Miami Heat, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | Boston Celtics head coach Joe Mazzulla calls to his players during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Miami Heat, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Boston Celtics forward Sam Hauser (30) is congratulated after hitting a 3-pointer against the Miami Heat during the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Miami Heat guard Tyler Herro, center, tries to drive to the basket against the Boston Celtics during the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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Miami Heat guard Tyler Herro, center, tries to drive to the basket against the Boston Celtics during the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: Miami Heat players watch from the bench while trailing the Boston Celtics by more than 30 points during the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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Miami Heat players watch from the bench while trailing the Boston Celtics by more than 30 points during the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Sam Hauser (30) takes a shot over Miami Heat guard Patty Mills (88) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) shoots over Miami Heat guard Tyler Herro (14) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Miami Heat head coach Erik Spoelstra watches his players during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Miami Heat guard Tyler Herro (14) tosses up a shot after driving past Boston Celtics guard Derrick White (9) during the first half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- If this playoff run is about redemption for the Boston Celtics, it had to start with exacting some revenge against the Miami Heat. 
A year ago, Miami embarrassed Boston in a Game 7 showdown at TD Garden. 
This time, the Celtics returned the favor. 
Jaylen Brown and Derrick White each scored 25 points and the Celtics advanced to the Eastern Conference semifinals, beating the short-handed Heat 118-84 in Game 5 on Wednesday night.
Boston will face the winner of the Cleveland-Orlando series. The Cavaliers lead 3-2, with Game 6 in Orlando on Friday night.
Brown said they went into the game with a business-like approach. 
"It is a lot of history, back and forth. But it didn't matter who it was," Brown said. "We just had to get the job done." 
That was echoed by teammate Jayson Tatum. 
"I think this is my fourth time playing them in playoffs," Tatum said. "They all count the same. ... We did our job. We took care of business." 

    


Brown also had six assists, and White hit five 3-pointers. Sam Hauser added 17 points and Tatum had 16 points and 12 rebounds, The top-seeded Celtics never trailed and led by 37 points. 




Bam Adebayo scored 23 points and Tyler Herro had 15 for Miami, which made its first exit from the playoffs prior to the conference finals since 2021. The Heat struggled throughout, going 3 of 29 from 3-point range. 
Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said it was clear early that the Celtics were playing with some extra energy from the opening tap. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They probably had something to motivate them even more against us," he said.
Despite the lopsided loss and the way their season ended, Adebayo said he is taking lessons into the offseason.
"We've gained a lot of mental toughness," he said. "Going through that as a captain, it helped me understand that the ship's going to get rocky sometimes.
Boston played for the first time this postseason without center Kristaps Porzingis after he strained his right calf in the Celtics' Game 4 victory. His teammates filled in the gaps, as the Celtics' lead reached 30 points in the first half. 

    


Boston exploited a Heat team that was the most injured it'd been in the series. Jaime Jaquez Jr. sat out after suffering a hip injury in Game 4. He was replaced in the lineup by Delon Wright, marking the 37th starting five the Heat used this season. Jaquez joined Jimmy Butler (knee) and Terry Rozier (neck), who had both been sidelined since the start of the series. 
It made for unique rotations for Miami, which included veteran Patty Mills logging minutes for just the third time in the series. 
Boston seized on the vulnerabilities in the Heat's defense, spreading them out and knocking down eight 3-pointers in the opening period. It helped the Celtics carry an 18-point lead into the second quarter. 
The highlight of the opening 12 minutes came courtesy of White, who pulverized Miami from long distance with eight 3s in Game 4. He stayed on the attack early Wednesday, faking a 3-point attempt and then driving in for an uncontested one-handed dunk. 
White played to the home crowd afterward, holding his hand in front of his face as he backpedaled up the court. After the Heat called a timeout, a courtside fan near the Celtics' bench could be seen pantomiming fanning White on the sideline.
"I think that's when I'm at my best, when I'm having fun out there," White said. "But at the same time realizing this is a best moment and we're all locked into it."
__
This story has been changed to correct that the Celtics led by as many as 37 points, not 35. 
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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    [image: President Joe Biden salutes Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department Chief Johnny Jennings, as he arrives on Air Force One at Charlotte Douglas International Airport, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. Biden is meeting with the families of law enforcement officers shot to death on the job. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- President Joe Biden detoured to Charlotte on Thursday to meet the families of law enforcement officers shot to death on the job, just a week after he sat down with the grieving relatives of two cops killed in upstate New York. 
Biden was headed to a speech in Wilmington, North Carolina, and added on the visit to see the families, as well as wounded officers involved in the shooting. 
The meeting took place with little fanfare behind closed doors, as the White House wanted Biden to be seen as respecting the privacy of grieving families and avoiding the appearance of using their grief for political purposes. He met with the group that included elected officials at the airport, taking a short motorcade over to a nearby building instead of traveling into the city - an option meant to be the least taxing for local law enforcement still reeling from the deaths but who would have a hand in securing the president's trip. 

    


Once again, Biden was seeking to be an empathetic leader for a community reeling from gun violence, while also calling for stricter rules around firearms and more money for law enforcement on the front lines. 




Four officers were killed this week in North Carolina, when a wanted man opened fire on a joint agency task force that had come to arrest him on a warrant for possession of a firearm as an ex-felon, and fleeing to elude capture. They were: Sam Poloche and William Elliott of the North Carolina Department of Adult Corrections; Charlotte-Mecklenburg Officer Joshua Eyer; and Deputy U.S. Marshal Thomas Weeks. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Four other officers were wounded in the gunfire; the suspect was killed. An AR-15 semi-automatic rifle, a 40-caliber handgun and ammunition were found at the scene. 
An AR-15 is among the weapons most often used in mass shootings, and it's the type of gun Biden is talking about when he says the U.S. should ban " assault weapons." Congress passed the most comprehensive gun control legislation in decades in 2022, after a horrific school shooting in Uvalde, Texas. But it didn't go far enough, Biden often says. 

    


And as he campaigns for the 2024 election, Biden has made curbing gun violence a major campaign platform, elusive to Democrats even during the Obama era, as he fends off attacks from Republican challenger Donald Trump that he is soft on crime and anti-police. 
Biden said this week in a statement after the North Carolina killings that the U.S. must "do more to protect our law enforcement officers. That means funding them -- so they have the resources they need to do their jobs and keep us safe." 
The violence came just about two weeks after another fatal shooting of law enforcement officers in Syracuse, New York; Lieutenant Michael Hoosock and Officer Michael Jensen were killed while looking for a driver who fled a traffic stop. After his speech, Biden met relatives of both of the officers' families. 
Biden had already been scheduled to come to Syracuse to celebrate Micron Technology's plans to build a campus of computer chip factories, but the local police union said officers were still coming to terms with the deaths and weren't happy with the president's trip and had hoped he would delay. 

    


On Thursday, Biden will also travel on to Wilmington, where he's announcing his administration is providing states an additional $3 billion to replace lead pipes across the country, building on $5.8 billion for water infrastructure projects around the country announced in February.
Money for the pipe replacement comes from one of the administration's key legislative victories, the $1 trillion bipartisan infrastructure law that Biden signed in 2021. The infrastructure law includes over $50 billion to upgrade America's water infrastructure. 
The new round of funding will help pay for projects nationwide as Biden seeks to replace all lead pipes in the country. 
EPA estimates that North Carolina has 370,000 lead pipes, and $76 million will go to replace them statewide. Biden also will meet with faculty and students at a Wilmington school that replaced a water fountain with high levels of lead with money from the law. 
___
Associated Press writers Zeke Miller, Matthew Daly and Josh Boak contributed to this story.
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    [image: Oscar-winning actor and women's health activist Halle Berry joins female senators as they introduce new legislation to boost federal research on menopause, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, May 2, 2024. The bipartisan Senate bill, the Advancing Menopause Care and Mid-Life Women's Health Act, would create public health efforts to improve women's mid-life health. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Halle Berry is joining a group of bipartisan senators to push for legislation that would put $275 million toward research and education around menopause, the significant hormone shift women go through in middle age.
The legislation calls for the federal government to spend more on clinical trials on menopause as well as the hormone therapy that is used to treat hot flashes and other symptoms. 
Berry, 57, shouted about menopause outside the U.S. Capitol on Thursday. She said it's a word her own doctor told her he was scared to say in front of her.
"I'm in menopause, OK?" Berry yelled, eliciting chuckles from the crowd. "The shame has to be taken out of menopause. We have to talk about this very normal part of our life that happens. Our doctors can't even say the word to us, let alone walk us through the journey."
In recent months, the leading Hollywood actor has been candid about the painful symptoms she experienced while going through perimenopause, which occurs before menopause when a woman's estrogen levels start dropping. Her doctor initially misdiagnosed her with herpes, a sexually transmitted disease that both Berry and her partner tested negative for. 

    


Under a proposal by Democratic Sen. Patty Murray of Washington and Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, $125 million would be set aside for clinical trials, public health and medical research on menopause. The remaining money would help support menopause detection and diagnosis, train doctors on treating menopause and raising public awareness around it. 


"Menopause is not a bad word, it's not something to be ashamed of, and it's not something Congress or the federal government should ignore," Murray said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The bill is backed by 17 senators -- three Republicans, 13 Democrats, one independent and all of them women. Several senators said Thursday they hope the bill will also encourage doctors, women and men to speak more openly about the health milestone all women experience. 

    


Besides Berry, other celebrities have started sharing more about menopause on talk shows and in interviews, while some have even started hawking products related to it. And last year, President Joe Biden came out with a new initiative to improve the federal government's research around women's health, including menopause. Dr. Monica Bertagnolli, director of the National Institutes of Health, has said that too little is known about women's health through all stages of life. Her agency is the federal government's leading medical research arm. 
While the legislation has cleared what is typically one of Congress' biggest hurdles -- getting bipartisan support -- its prospects are uncertain. It's difficult getting bills through Congress at any time and the challenges are compounded now by the divisiveness on the Hill and the dwindling number of days on the legislative calendar before the November election.
The group of women will need to get buy-in from their male colleagues to make the money for menopause research a reality. Congress is overwhelmingly represented by men. 

    


Murkowski said she was looking forward to getting support from her male counterparts. "If men went through menopause we would have adequately and appropriately funded the research (into) menopause decades and decades ago." 
__
Associated Press Medical Writer Lauran Neergaard contributed to this report. 
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                                        BRATISLAVA, Slovakia (AP) -- Thousands of Slovaks rallied in the capital on Thursday to protest - again - a controversial overhaul of the country's public radio and television services, a move that critics say would result in the government taking full control of the media.
The coalition government of populist Prime Minister Robert Fico approved the measure on April 24, and the Parliament, where Fico's coalition government has a majority, is expected to approve it in June.
The plan has been widely criticized by President Zuzana Caputova, local journalists, the opposition, international media organizations and the European Commission.
The proposed changes would mean the public broadcaster known as RTVS would cease to exist and be replaced by a new organization.
"The Slovak democracy needs a strong and independent RTVS and its employees need your support," Michal Simecka, the head of Progressive Slovakia, the major opposition party that organized the protest, told a crowd of several thousands at Bratislava Freedom Square.

    


"If Fico takes control of RTVS, it would mean a decisive step on the way towards Orban and Putin," Simecka said.




The takeover plan was drafted by Culture Minister Martina Simkovicova, who represents the Slovak National Party, an ultra-nationalist member of the coalition government. She has worked for an internet television outlet known for spreading disinformation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Simkovicova said the current broadcaster gives space only to mainstream views and censors the rest. The broadcaster has denied the claim.
"They don't understand that the essence of public broadcasting is to protect democracy, the rule of law and freedom," said Zora Jaurova, a lawmaker for the Progressive Slovakia party.
Under her plan, the new broadcaster -- Slovak television and radio, or STVR -- will have a director selected by a council whose nine members will be nominated by the Culture Ministry and Parliament. The current director has a parliamentary mandate until 2027.

    


Fico's leftist Smer (Direction) party won the Sept. 30 parliamentary elections on a pro-Russian and anti-American platform.
Critics worry Slovakia under Fico will abandon the country's pro-Western course and follow the direction of Hungary under populist Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
Thousands have repeatedly rallied in the capital and across Slovakia to protest Fico's policies. 
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- NATO countries say they are deeply concerned by a campaign of hybrid activities on the military alliance's soil they attribute to Russia, and which they say constitute a threat to their security.
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said Thursday in a message posted on the social media platform X that actions including disinformation, sabotage, acts of violence and cyber and electronic interference "will not deter us from supporting Ukraine."
There was no immediate reaction from Russian authorities on Stoltenberg's statement.
Earlier this year, a U.K.-based think tank said Russia was rebuilding its capacity to destabilize European countries, posing a strategic threat to NATO as its members focus on the war in Ukraine.
"NATO Allies are deeply concerned about recent malign activities on Allied territory, including those resulting in the investigation and charging of multiple individuals in connection with hostile state activity affecting Czechia, Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and the United Kingdom," the North Atlantic Council, the principal political decision-making body within NATO, said.

    


NATO allies condemned Russia's behavior and called on the country "to uphold its international obligations." 
"These incidents are part of an intensifying campaign of activities which Russia continues to carry out across the Euro-Atlantic area, including on Alliance territory and through proxies," the statement read.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Alabama lawmakers on Thursday gave final approval to legislation to ensure President Joe Biden will appear on the state's November ballot, mirroring accommodations the state made four years ago for then-President Donald Trump.
The House of Representatives voted 93-0 for the legislation. It now goes to Republican Gov. Kay Ivey for her signature. Ivey spokeswoman Gina Maiola said the governor will sign the bill into law. 
"This is a great day in Alabama when in a bipartisan manner, we passed this legislation to ensure that President Joe Biden gains access to the ballot in Alabama," Democratic state Sen. Merika Coleman, the bill's sponsor, said. The Republican-dominated Alabama Legislature approved the bill without a dissenting vote.
The issue of Biden's ballot access has arisen in Alabama and Ohio because the states' early certification deadlines fall before the Democratic National Convention begins on Aug. 19. Republican secretaries of state warned that Biden might not appear on state ballots. 

    


Alabama has one of the earliest candidate certification deadlines in the country, which has caused difficulties for whichever political party has the later convention date that year. 




Trump faced the same issue in Alabama in 2020. The Republican-controlled Alabama Legislature passed legislation to change the certification deadline for the 2020 election to accommodate the date of the GOP convention.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is nothing new. We just need to fix this so the president can be on the ballot, just like our nominee can be on the ballot," Republican House Speaker Pro Tem Chris Pringle said during the brief debate. 
The Alabama legislation will defer the state's certification deadline from 82 days before the general election to 74 days to accommodate the date of the Democrats' nominating convention.
The Biden campaign has said they are confident the president will be on the ballot in all 50 states. 

    


Litigation was almost a certainty if Alabama Republicans had declined to grant Biden ballot access after making accommodations in the past for GOP nominees. The Biden campaign asked Alabama to accept provisional certification, saying that has been done previously in Alabama and other states. Alabama Secretary of State Wes Allen said he would not accept provisional certification because he didn't think he had the authority to do so.
In Ohio, the state elections chief has said the Republican-led Legislature has until Thursday to approve an exemption to the state's 90-day rule, which sets this year's ballot deadline at Aug. 7. No bill appears to be forthcoming, but leaders of both parties haven't entirely ruled one out. The state House and Senate both have voting sessions scheduled for Wednesday.
___
Associated Press writer Julie Carr Smyth in Columbus, Ohio, contributed to this report.
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                    Fourteen people were injured after a Russian ballistic missile slammed into the Ukrainian city of Odesa late Wednesday, the State Emergency Service reported. Videos shared by the Emergency Service showed huge plumes of smoke rising skywards at the site.
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    [image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services personnel work to extinguish a fire following a Russian attack in Odesa, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- The situation on the front line in eastern Ukraine is worsening but local defenders are so far holding firm against a concerted push by Russia's bigger and better-equipped forces, a senior Ukrainian military official said Thursday.
Nazar Voloshyn, spokesperson for Ukrainian strategic command in the east of the country, said Russia has amassed troops in the Donetsk region in an effort to punch through the Ukrainian defensive line. 
"The enemy is actively attacking along the entire front line, and in several directions they have achieved certain tactical advances," he said on national television. "The situation is changing dynamically."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Kyiv's forces are up against a concerted Russian push in eastern Ukraine, a military official says.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the latest from the battlefield in Ukraine.

    

Russia has pushed Ukraine onto the back foot on the battlefield as Kyiv grapples with shortages of troops and ammunition. Ukrainian forces are now racing to build more defensive fortifications at places along the around 1,000-kilometer (600-mile) front line.

    


Ukraine's difficulties have been deepening for months as the military waited for vital new military aid from the United States. The support was held up in Washington for six months.
Ukrainian soldiers withdrew from Avdiivka, a city in the Donetsk region, in February under a withering Russian barrage that had sapped their fighting strength and morale. Since then, the Kremlin's forces have used their military might to take village after village in the area, bludgeoning them into submission, as they look to capture the parts of Donetsk they don't already occupy.




In France, President Emmanuel Macron reiterated in an interview published Thursday that he doesn't exclude sending troops to Ukraine.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

''I'm not ruling anything out, because we are facing someone who is not ruling anything out,'' he told the Economist, referring to Russian President Vladimir Putin. ''If the Russians penetrate the front lines, if there is a Ukrainian request -- which is not the case today -- we should legitimately ask ourselves the question'' of sending troops, Macron was quoted as saying.

    


Macron drew criticism from Russia and Western allies when he first floated the possibility earlier this year. "If Russia wins in Ukraine we will no longer have security in Europe. Who can pretend that Russia would stop there?'' he said in the interview.
Cities in Russia's crosshairs, including recent target Chasiv Yar in eastern Ukraine, are pulverized by Moscow's missiles, drones and glide bombs.
The Donetsk and Luhansk provinces together make up the Donbas, an expansive industrial region bordering Russia that President Vladimir Putin identified as a focus from the war's outset and where Moscow-backed separatists have fought since 2014.
Also, Russia launched its third attack in a week on Odesa, firing ballistic missiles at the southern Ukrainian port city and injuring 14 people, local officials and emergency services said.
The attack hit a sorting depot belonging to Ukraine's biggest private delivery company, Nova Poshta. No staff were injured, the company said, but the strike started a major fire.
On Monday, six people were killed in a Russian missile strike on Odesa, and two days later three people died there when the Kremlin's forces targeted civilian infrastructure.

    


Long-range strikes have been a feature of Europe's biggest conflict since World War II, which mostly has focused on attrition. Kyiv officials have pleaded for more air defense systems from Ukraine's Western partners, but they have been slow in coming. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Thursday that Russia had launched more than 300 missiles of various types, almost 300 Shahed-drones, and more than 3,200 guided aerial bombs at Ukraine in April alone.
Odesa, a key export hub for millions of tons of Ukrainian grain exports through the Black Sea, has been repeatedly targeted by Russia. Thursday was the 10th anniversary of clashes in the city between pro- and anti-Russia demonstrators that left 48 people dead.
Ukraine has deployed increasingly sophisticated long-range drones to hit back, aiming at targets on Russian soil, especially infrastructure that sustains the Russian economy and war effort.

    


The governors of three Russian regions reported that energy facilities were damaged by Ukrainian drone strikes overnight. Oryol region Gov. Andrei Klychkov said energy infrastructure was hit in two communities. The Smolensk and Kursk governors reported one facility damaged in each region.
The Russian Defense Ministry said Ukrainian drones were shot down over the Bryansk, Krasnodar, Rostov and Belgorod regions. Most were intercepted in Bryansk, where five were brought down, it said.
In other developments, Zelenskyy confirmed that a peace summit for Ukraine will take place at the lakeside Burgenstock resort near Lucerne, Switzerland on June 15 and 16.
Zelenskyy said he expected that heads of states and governments from all continents would attend the meeting "to discuss ways to achieving comprehensive, just and lasting peace for Ukraine in accordance with the U.N. Charter and international law."

    


The Swiss Foreign Ministry said more than 160 delegations are expected, including international bodies, but Russia has not so far been invited.
Switzerland is open to inviting Russia, and is convinced that Russia must be involved, it said, but noted that the Kremlin has repeatedly said that it has no interest in participating.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                                        BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) -- Serbian lawmakers on Thursday voted into office a new government that reinstated two pro-Russia officials who are sanctioned by the United States, reflecting persistent close ties with Moscow despite the Balkan nation's proclaimed bid to join the European Union. 
Prime Minister Milos Vucevic's government got backing in a 152-61 vote in the 250-member parliament. The remaining 37 lawmakers were absent.
The government includes former intelligence chief Aleksandar Vulin, who has made several visits to Russia in recent months, as one of several vice-premiers, along with Nenad Popovic, another Russia supporter who has faced U.S. sanctions. 
The foreign minister in the previous government, Ivica Dacic, also a pro-Russia politician, will be in charge of the Interior Ministry in the new Cabinet. 
The vote followed a heated two-day debate. President Aleksandar Vucic's ruling nationalist conservative Serbian Progressive Party holds a comfortable majority after an election in December that fueled political tensions because of reports of widespread irregularities. 

    


The increasingly authoritarian Vucic has refused to join Western sanctions against Moscow over its full-scale invasion of Ukraine, though Serbia has condemned the aggression.




Vucevic, the new prime minister, reiterated that Belgrade doesn't intend to impose sanctions on Russia and "cannot and will not give up" the friendship with Russia. Integration into the EU remains a "strategic goal," Vucevic said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Best possible" relations with the U.S. also are in Serbia's interest, Vucevic added. "I firmly believe that our relations can once again be on a high level."
Security analyst and a Belgrade university professor Filip Ejdus described the new government's composition as a "spin" designed to send a message both to the West and Russia, and to voters at home.
"It sends a message to the EU that they should not push Belgrade too much over democracy, rule of law, or Kosovo if they want to keep Serbia in its orbit," Ejdus said. "At the same time, it signals to Moscow a readiness to strengthen the strategic partnership with Russia."

    


The U.S. imposed sanctions on Vulin in July, accusing him of involvement in illegal arms shipments, drug trafficking and misuse of public office.
The U.S. Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control said that Vulin used his public authority to help a U.S.-sanctioned Serbian arms dealer move illegal arms shipments across Serbia's borders. Vulin is also accused of involvement in a drug trafficking ring, according to U.S. authorities.
Vulin, who in the past had served as both the army and police chief, has recently received two medals of honor from Russia, one from the Federal Security Service, or FSB, and the other was awarded to him by Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Popovic, a businessman and a former government minister, has "used his Russia-based businesses to enrich himself and gain close connections with Kremlin senior leaders," the U.S. Treasury said last November in a statement. 

    


The U.S. sanctions against individuals and companies in the Balkans are designed to counter attempts to undermine peace and stability in the volatile region and Russia's "malign" influence.
The West has stepped up efforts to lure the troubled region into its fold, fearing that Russia could stir unrest to avert attention from the war in Ukraine. The Balkans went through multiple wars in the 1990s, and tensions still persist.
Serbia's falling democracy record has pushed the country away from EU integration, explained Ejdus. Reports of election fraud at the Dec. 17 vote triggered street protests and clashes.
"Vucic is still pretending to be on the EU path because it's beneficial for Serbia's economy, and the EU tolerates his authoritarian tendencies out of fear of instability that could be caused in its backyard if Belgrade was lost to Russia and China," Ejdus said.
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    [image: Arizona state senator Shawnna Bolick, R-District 2, speaks, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Jake Hoffman, R-District 15, motions as he speaks to the Senate President, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator J. D. Mesnard, R-District 13, plays audio of a heart beat from his cell phone, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Eva Burch, D-District 9, looks on, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Democratic Arizona state senators hug after a their vote, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Jake Hoffman, R-District 15, speaks Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. Democrats secured enough votes in the Arizona Senate to repeal a Civil War-era ban on abortions that the state's highest court recently allowed to take effect. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Anti-abortion supporters stand outside the Capitol, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Shawnna Bolick, R-District 2, speaks, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: FILE - Pro-life demonstrators walk in the front of the Arizona Capitol prior to the vote on the proposed repeal of the state's near-total ban on abortions prior to winning approval from the state House on, April 24, 2024, in Phoenix. Democrats at the Arizona Legislature are expected to make a final push Wednesday, May 1, to repeal the state's long-dormant ban on nearly all abortions that a court said can be enforced. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Arizona Senate building at the state Capitol stands, April 11, 2024, in Phoenix. Democrats at the Arizona Legislature are expected to make a final push Wednesday, May 1, to repeal the state's long-dormant ban on nearly all abortions that a court said can be enforced. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Jake Hoffman, R-District 15, motions as he speaks to the Senate President, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator J. D. Mesnard, R-District 13, plays audio of a heart beat from his cell phone, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Eva Burch, D-District 9, looks on, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Democratic Arizona state senators hug after a their vote, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Jake Hoffman, R-District 15, speaks Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. Democrats secured enough votes in the Arizona Senate to repeal a Civil War-era ban on abortions that the state's highest court recently allowed to take effect. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Democratic Arizona state senator Anna Hernandez, D-District 24, left, hugs a colleague after a their vote, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. Democrats secured enough votes in the Arizona Senate to repeal a Civil War-era ban on abortions that the state's highest court recently allowed to take effect. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Anti-abortion supporters stand outside the Capitol, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Shawnna Bolick, R-District 2, speaks, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: FILE - Pro-life demonstrators walk in the front of the Arizona Capitol prior to the vote on the proposed repeal of the state's near-total ban on abortions prior to winning approval from the state House on, April 24, 2024, in Phoenix. Democrats at the Arizona Legislature are expected to make a final push Wednesday, May 1, to repeal the state's long-dormant ban on nearly all abortions that a court said can be enforced. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Arizona Senate building at the state Capitol stands, April 11, 2024, in Phoenix. Democrats at the Arizona Legislature are expected to make a final push Wednesday, May 1, to repeal the state's long-dormant ban on nearly all abortions that a court said can be enforced. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Arizona is waving goodbye to a Civil War-era ban of nearly all abortions as a repeal bill reaches the desk of Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs.
Hobbs says the repeal, scheduled for signing on Thursday, is just the beginning of a fight to protect reproductive healthcare in Arizona. But the repeal may not take effect until 90 days after the end of the legislative session, in June or July. Abortion rights advocates hope a court will step in to prevent that outcome.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The effort to repeal the ban won final legislative approval Wednesday in a 16-14 vote of the Senate, as two GOP lawmakers joined with Democrats.
The vote extended for hours as senators described their motivations in personal, emotional and even biblical terms -- including graphic descriptions of abortion procedures and amplified audio recordings of a fetal heartbeat, along with warnings against the dangers of "legislating religious beliefs."





    


At the same time Wednesday, supporters of a South Dakota abortion rights initiative submitted far more signatures than required to make the ballot this fall, while in Florida a ban took effect against most abortions after six weeks of pregnancy, before many women even know they are pregnant.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Arizona governor set to sign repeal of near-total abortion ban from 1864.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a Civil War-era abortion ban that's about to be history.

    

Democratic Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes, an opponent of the near-total abortion ban, has said the earliest the dormant abortion-ban law could be enforced is June 27, though she has asked the state's highest court to block enforcement until sometime in late July. But the anti-abortion group defending the ban, Alliance Defending Freedom, maintains county prosecutors can begin enforcing it once the Supreme Court's decision becomes final, which hasn't yet occurred.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The near-total ban, which predates Arizona's statehood, permits abortions only to save the patient's life and provides no exceptions for survivors of rape or incest. In a ruling last month, the Arizona Supreme Court suggested doctors could be prosecuted under the law first approved in 1864, which carries a sentence of two to five years in prison for anyone who assists in an abortion.

    


A repeal means that a 2022 statute banning the procedure after 15 weeks of pregnancy would become Arizona's prevailing abortion law.
Physician Ronald Yunis, a Phoenix-based obstetrician gynecologist who also provides abortions, called the repeal a positive development for women who might otherwise leave Arizona for medical care.
"This is good for ensuring that women won't have to travel to other states just to get the health care they need," Yunis said. "I was not too concerned because I have a lot of confidence in our governor and attorney general. I'm certain they will continue finding ways to protect women."
Arizona is one of a handful of battleground states that will decide the next president. Former President Donald Trump, who has warned that the issue could lead to Republican losses, has avoided endorsing a national abortion ban but said he's proud to have appointed the Supreme Court justices who allowed states to outlaw it.

    


President Joe Biden's campaign team believes anger over the fall of Roe v. Wade gives them a political advantage in battleground states like Arizona, while the issue has divided Republican leaders.
Abortion-ban advocates in the Senate on Wednesday gallery jeered and interrupted state Republican state Sen. Shawnna Bolick as she explained her vote in favor of repeal, joining with Democrats. Bolick is married to state Supreme Court Justice Clint Bolick, who voted in April to allow a 1864 law on abortion to be enforced again. He confronts a retention election in November.
The 19th century law had been blocked since the U.S. Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision guaranteed the constitutional right to an abortion nationwide.
After Roe v. Wade was overturned in June 2022, then-Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich, a Republican, persuaded a state judge that the 1864 ban could be enforced. Still, the law hasn't actually been enforced while the case was making its way through the courts.

    


Planned Parenthood Arizona filed a motion Wednesday afternoon that asks the state Supreme Court to prevent a pause in abortion services until the Legislature's repeal takes effect.
Advocates are collecting signatures for a ballot measure allowing abortions until a fetus could survive outside the womb, typically around 24 weeks, with exceptions -- to save the parent's life, or to protect her physical or mental health.
Republican lawmakers, in turn, are considering putting one or more competing abortion proposals on the November ballot.
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    [image: FILE - Lake Berryessa is seen with parts of California's newest national monument in the background, July 10, 2015, near Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument, Calif. President Biden has expanded two culturally significant California landscapes: the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument in Southern California and Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument in Northern California. The U.S. National Park Service notes that the move Thursday, May 2, 2024 was allowed under the Antiquities Act of 1906. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg)]
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                                        President Joe Biden on Thursday expanded two national monuments in California following calls from tribal nations, Indigenous community leaders and others for the permanent protection of nearly 120,000 acres (48,562 hectares) of important cultural and environmental land. 
The designations are part of the Democratic president's "America the Beautiful" initiative, launched in 2021 in line with Biden's campaign promises, and builds on the Great American Outdoors Act. They're aimed at honoring tribal heritage, meeting federal goals to conserve 30% of public lands and waters by 2030 and addressing climate change, the White House said in a news release.
Against the backdrop of Biden's reelection campaign, the White House emphasized the role of Vice President Kamala Harris in ensuring protections in her home state. The state of California also has conservation targets.

    


"These expansions will increase access to nature, boost our outdoor economy, and honor areas of significance to Tribal Nations and Indigenous peoples as we continue to safeguard our public lands for all Americans and for generations to come," Harris said in a written statement.




Some Republicans and other critics of the president's initiative say it unnecessarily ties up resources that could be crucial for agriculture and other uses. In some cases, they allege he has exceeded his legal authority. Some of the president's past actions have included restoring monuments or conservation land that former Republican President Donald Trump had canceled.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Pasadena, Southern California, Biden expanded the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument, driven by calls from Indigenous peoples including the Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians and the Gabrieleno San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians. Both are the original stewards of the culturally rich and diverse lands, advocates noted in a separate news release.

    


The president also expanded Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument in Sacramento in Northern California, to include Molok Luyuk, or Condor Ridge. The newly renamed ridgeline has been significant to tribal nations such as the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation for thousands of years. It is a central site for religious ceremonies and was once important to key trading routes, advocates said. 
Expansion of both sites makes nature more accessible for Californians, while protecting a number of species, including black bears, mountain lions and tule elk, the White House release said. 
Californians are calling on the Biden administration to make a total of five monument designations this year. The other three include the designation of a new Chuckwalla National Monument, new Kw'tsan National Monument and a call to protect and name Sattitla, known as the Medicine Lake Highlands, as a national monument.
Expansion and designation efforts are made under the Antiquities Act of 1906, which authorizes the president to "provide general legal protection of cultural and natural resources of historic or scientific interest on Federal lands," according to the Department of the Interior.

    


Across the nation, coalitions of tribes and conservation groups have urged Biden to make a number of other designations over the past three years. With Thursday's news, the administration has established or expanded seven national monuments, restored protections for three more and taken other measures, the White House said.
Biden signed a national monument designation outside Grand Canyon National Park called Baaj Nwaavjo I'tah Kukveni last August, a move which the top two Republicans in Arizona's Legislature are currently challenging.
In 2021, Biden restored two sprawling national monuments in Utah and a marine conservation area in New England where environmental protections had been cut by Trump. The move was also challenged in court.
Avi Kwa Ame National Monument, sacred to Native Americans in southern Nevada, was designated in 2023 along with the Castner Range in El Paso, Texas.
___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate solutions reporter. Follow her on X: @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
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    [image: FILE - Reporter Sookee Chung takes a photo of a sculpture titled "Statue of a Victorious Youth, 300-100 B.C." at the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles, on July 27, 2015. A European court upheld Italy]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- A European court on Thursday upheld Italy's right to seize a prized Greek statue from the J. Paul Getty Museum in California, ruling that Italy was justified in trying to reclaim an important part of its cultural heritage and rejecting the museum's appeal.
The European Court of Human Rights, or ECHR, determined that Italy's decades-long efforts to recover the "Victorious Youth" statue from the Malibu-based Getty were not disproportionate.
"Victorious Youth," a life-sized bronze dating from 300 B.C. to 100 B.C., is one of the highlights of the Getty collection. Though the artist is unknown, some scholars believe it was made by Lysippos, Alexander the Great's personal sculptor.
The bronze, which was pulled from the sea in 1964 by Italian fishermen and then exported out of Italy illegally, was purchased by the Getty in 1977 for $4 million and has been on display there ever since.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: European court upholds Italy's right to seize prized Greek bronze from Getty Museum, rejects appeal.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on the international battle over a prized Greek statue.

    


    


The Getty had appealed to the European court after Italy's high Court of Cassation in 2018 upheld a lower court's confiscation order. The Italian legal rulings were part of the country's yearslong campaign to recover antiquities looted from its territory and sold to museums and private collectors around the globe.




The Getty had argued that its rights to the statue, under a European human rights protocol on protection of property, had been violated by Italy's campaign to get it back.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The European court ruled Thursday that no such violation had occurred. And it went even further, affirming in English what Italy's Cassation had determined: that the statue was part of Italy's cultural heritage, that international law strongly supported Italy's efforts to recover it, and that the Getty had been at best negligent when it bought it without properly ascertaining its provenance.
"This is not just a victory for the Italian government. It's a victory for culture," said Maurizio Fiorilli, who as an Italian government attorney had spearheaded Italy's efforts to recover its looted antiquities and, in particular, the Getty bronze.

    


The Getty has long defended its right to the statue, saying Italy had no legal claim to it. The museum vowed Thursday to continue the legal battle to keep it.
Despite Thursday's ruling, "we believe that Getty's nearly fifty-year public possession of an artwork that was neither created by an Italian artist nor found within the Italian territory is appropriate, ethical and consistent with American and international law," the museum said in a statement.
Among other things, the Getty has argued that the statue is of Greek origin, was found in international waters and was never part of Italy's cultural heritage. It has cited a 1968 Court of Cassation ruling that found no evidence that the statue belonged to Italy.
Italy argued, and the Cassation court later found, that the statue was indeed part of its own cultural heritage, that it was brought to shore by Italians aboard an Italian-flagged ship and was exported illegally, without any customs declarations or payments. 

    


Thursday's decision by the Strasbourg, France-based ECHR was a chamber judgment. Both sides now have three months to ask that the case be heard by the court's Grand Chamber for a final decision and Getty said it was considering such recourse. 
Italian Culture Minister Gennaro Sangiuliano praised Thursday's decision as an "unequivocal ruling" that recognized the rights of the Italian state and its ownership of the statue.
"Following today's ruling ... the Italian government will restart contacts with U.S. authorities for assistance in the implementation of the confiscation order," he said.
ECHR rulings are binding on the states that are party to the court. The U.S. is not a party but it has a tradition of judicial cooperation with Italy. Italy had asked the U.S. Attorney General's Office to enforce the confiscation order in 2019. The ECHR ruling noted that the "procedure is still pending."
Sanguiliano doubled down on Italy's campaign to bring its looted treasures home and noted that recently Italy has ceased cooperation with foreign museums that don't recognize Italian confiscation orders.

    


Recently, Italy banned any loans to the Minneapolis Institute of Art following a dispute over an ancient marble statue believed to have been looted from Italy almost a half-century ago.
The Getty had appealed to the ECHR by arguing, among other things, that Italy's 2010 confiscation order constituted a violation of its right to enjoy its possessions and that it would be deprived of that right if U.S. authorities carried out the seizure.
The ECHR however strongly reaffirmed Italy's right to pursue the protection of its cultural heritage.
"The court further held that owing, in particular, to the Getty Trust's negligence or bad faith in purchasing the statue despite being aware of the claims of the Italian state and their efforts to recover it, the confiscation order had been proportionate to the aim of ensuring the return of an object that was part of Italy's cultural heritage," said the summary of the ruling.

    


The statue, nicknamed the "Getty Bronze," is a signature piece for the museum. Standing about 5 feet (1.52 meters) tall, the representation of a young athlete raising his right hand to an olive wreath crown around his head is one of the few life-sized Greek bronzes to have survived.
The bronze is believed to have sunk with the ship that was carrying it to Italy after the Romans conquered Greece. After being found in the nets of Italian fishermen trawling in international waters in 1964, it was allegedly buried in an Italian cabbage patch and hidden in a priest's bathtub before it was taken out of the country.
The statue resurfaced in Germany in the early 1970s in the possession of a German art dealer, identified in court documents as Mr. H.H., who was holding it on behalf of a Liechtenstein-based company.
In 1972, advisers to J. Paul Getty, the American oil magnate and art collector, entered into negotiations with Mr. H.H. to purchase it. The ECHR ruling reproduced court documentation showing Getty himself wanted to be assured that he could obtain legal title to the statue.
But the ECHR ruling said Getty's advisers didn't go far enough in ascertaining whether the sellers had acquired it and exported it legally from Italy. It said they relied on legal opinions from the sellers' lawyers who "had a clear interest in presenting the provenance as legitimate." 
Citing the lower court rulings, the ECHR judges determined the Getty Trust had "very weighty reason to doubt the statue's legitimate provenance." When they went ahead and purchased it anyway, they acted "at the very least, negligent, if not in bad faith." 
It said the Getty couldn't expect to be compensated for the statue, since it "accepted, at least implicitly, the risk that the statue might be confiscated." 
Italy has successfully won back thousands of artifacts from museums, collections and private owners around the world that it says were looted or stolen from the country illegally. It recently opened a museum to house them until they can be returned to the regions from where they were looted.
The most important work to date that Italy has successfully brought back is the Euphronios Krater, one of the finest ancient Greek vases in existence. The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, which purchased it for $1 million in 1972 from an art dealer later accused of acquiring looted artifacts, returned it to Italy in 2008.
It wasn't immediately clear what would happen next to the "Victorious Youth," though Fiorilli said it was now for U.S. courts to enforce the Italian confiscation order.
"It's not about guaranteeing the right to property, it's about guaranteeing the internationally recognized value of every nation's right to protect its cultural patrimony," Fiorilli told The Associated Press by telephone. 
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    [image: National Security Council spokesman John Kirby speaks during a press briefing at the White House, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Russia is shipping refined petroleum to North Korea at levels that exceed U.N. Security Council limits, the White House said Thursday, signaling it will impose new sanctions against those involved in facilitating the transfers. 
The United Nations had set an annual 500,000 barrel global cap on refined petroleum products to North Korea as part of its yearslong effort to curb Pyongyang's nuclear weapons program.
White House national security spokesman John Kirby said that in March alone, Russia shipped more than 165,000 barrels of refined petroleum to North Korea. With the close proximity of Russian and North Korean commercial ports, Russia could sustain these shipments indefinitely, he said.
The disclosure came the day after a U.N. panel of experts monitoring enforcement of sanctions against North Korea for its nuclear weapons and missile programs was disbanded. Russia, one of five permanent members of the Security Council, had blocked the panel's renewal.

    


The Biden administration has declassified and publicized intelligence that shows that Russia has become increasingly reliant on North Korea, as well as Iran, for arms for its war in Ukraine.




"Russia's actions are unprecedented for a member of the P5 to break a long-standing, consistent effort by the United Nations Security Council to support denuclearization and nonproliferation efforts," Kirby said, referring to the permanent five members of the Security Council. "The United States is going to continue to impose sanctions against all those working to facilitate arms and refined petroleum transfers" between Russia and North Korea.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Earlier this year, the White House said North Korea had sent ballistic missiles to Russia that had been used in Ukraine. The White House in October said that North Korea delivered more than 1,000 containers of military equipment and munitions to Russia.

    


U.S. intelligence officials believe that North Korea, in return for its arms support, wants Russia to provide it with aircraft, surface-to-air missiles, armored vehicles, ballistic missile production equipment and other advanced technologies.
Russia's turnaround on the U.N. monitoring reflects Moscow's growing animosity with the United States and its Western allies since the start of the war in Ukraine. The tension has made it difficult to reach consensus on even issues where there had been long-ime agreement.
Kirby said that the U.S. would work with Australia, the European Union, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea and Britain on the expected follow-up sanctions over the petroleum shipments.
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    [image: FILE - President Joe Biden speaks April 24, 2024, in Washington. Biden called Japan and India "xenophobic" countries that do not welcome immigrants, lumping the two with adversaries China and Russia as he tried to explain the four countries' economic circumstances and contrasted them with the U.S. on immigration at a campaign fundraiser Wednesday evening at the start of Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden has called Japan and India "xenophobic" countries that do not welcome immigrants, lumping the two with adversaries China and Russia as he tried to explain their economic circumstances and contrasted the four with the U.S. on immigration. 
The remarks, at a campaign fundraising event Wednesday evening, came just three weeks after the White House hosted Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida for a lavish official visit, during which the two leaders celebrated what Biden called an "unbreakable alliance," particularly on global security matters.
The White House welcomed Indian Prime Minister Narenda Modi for a state visit last summer.
Japan is a critical U.S. ally. And India, one of the world's fastest-growing economies, is a vital partner in the Indo-Pacific despite differences on human rights.
At a hotel fundraiser where the donor audience was largely Asian American, Biden said the upcoming U.S. election was about "freedom, America and democracy" and that the nation's economy was thriving "because of you and many others."

    


"Why? Because we welcome immigrants," Biden said. "Look, think about it. Why is China stalling so badly economically? Why is Japan having trouble? Why is Russia? Why is India? Because they're xenophobic. They don't want immigrants."




The president added: "Immigrants are what makes us strong. Not a joke. That's not hyperbole, because we have an influx of workers who want to be here and want to contribute."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There was no immediate reaction from either the Japanese or Indian governments. White House national security spokesman John Kirby said Biden was making a broader point about the U.S. posture on immigration. 
"Our allies and partners know well in tangible ways how President Biden values them, their friendship, their cooperation and the capabilities that they bring across the spectrum on a range of issues, not just security related," Kirby said Thursday morning when asked about Biden's "xenophobic" remarks. "They understand how much he completely and utterly values the idea of alliances and partnerships."

    


Biden's comments came at the start of Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, and he was introduced at the fundraiser by Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., one of two senators of Asian American descent. She is a national co-chair for his reelection campaign.
Japan has acknowledged issues with its shrinking population, and the number of babies born in the country in 2023 fell for the eighth straight year, according to data released in February. Kishida has called the low birth rate in Japan "the biggest crisis Japan faces" and the country has long been known for a more closed-door stance on immigration, although Kishida's government has, in recent years, shifted its policies to make it easier for foreign workers to come to Japan.
Meanwhile, India's population has swelled to become the world's largest, with the United Nations saying it was on track to reach 1.425 billion. Its population also skews younger. Earlier this year, India enacted a new citizenship law that fast-tracks naturalization for Hindus, Parsis, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains and Christians who fled to India from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan. But it excludes Muslims, who are a majority in all three nations. It's the first time that India has set religious criteria for citizenship.
--
Associated Press chief political reporter Steve Peoples and Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE - People arrive at the recently opened Google building in New York, Feb. 26, 2024. The U.S. Justice Department's double-barreled antitrust attack on Google's dominant search and Apple's trendsetting iPhone is reviving memories of another epic battle that hobbled Microsoft before it roared back to yet again become the world's most valuable company. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Lawyers for both the Department of Justice and Google will present arguments Thursday and Friday to conclude the biggest antitrust case in a quarter century. 
In closing arguments of a Washington, D.C., trial that began last September, regulators will apply the finishing touches to a case alleging Google has turned its search engine into an illegal monopoly that stifles competition and innovation.
Regulators claim that Google competed unfairly when it made lucrative deals with Apple and other companies to automatically lock its search engine into smartphones and web browsers. Meanwhile, Google maintains that consumers use its dominant search engine because it is the best available option.
"Google pays more than $10 billion per year for these privileged positions,'' argued Kenneth Dintzer, the Justice Department's lead litigator, last September. "Google's contracts ensure that rivals cannot match the search quality ad monetization, especially on phones."

    


Prabhakar Raghavan, Google's senior vice president for knowledge and information products, said during testimony last October that the company's success is precarious and said its leadership fears their product could slide into irrelevance with younger internet users as technology evolves. He said the company has been tagged with the disparaging moniker "Grandpa Google" among younger demographics who don't see it as an interesting product.




"Grandpa Google knows the answers and will help you with homework," Raghavan said. "But when it comes to doing interesting things, they like to start elsewhere."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After the closing arguments in the Justice Department's antitrust case against Google wrap up this week, U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta is expected to issue his ruling in the late summer or early autumn. If he decides Google broke the law, another trial will determine how to rein in its market power.
The case against Google mirrors the one brought against Microsoft in many ways, including the existential threat it poses to a renowned tech giant whose products are relied on by billions of people. 
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    [image: Flags of the U.S and China sit in a room where U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with China's Minister of Public Security Wang Xiaohong at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse, Friday, April 26, 2024, in Beijing, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- About 4 in 10 Americans now label China as an enemy, up from a quarter two years ago and reaching the highest level in five years, according to an annual Pew Research Center survey released Wednesday.
Half of Americans think of China as a competitor, and only 6% consider the country a partner, according to the report. The findings come as the Biden administration is seeking to stabilize U.S.-China relations to avoid miscalculations that could result in clashes, while still trying to counter the world's second-largest economy on issues from Russia's war in Ukraine to Taiwan and human rights.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen have both recently visited China in the administration's latest effort to "responsibly" manage the competition with Beijing. Despite those overtures, President Joe Biden has been competing with former President Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee in November's election, on being tough on China.

    


The Pew report, which is drawn from an April 1-7 survey of a sample of 3,600 U.S. adults, found that roughly half of Americans think limiting China's power and influence should be a top U.S. foreign policy priority. Only 8% don't think it should be a priority at all.




For the fifth year in a row, about eight in 10 Americans report an unfavorable view of China, the Pew report said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Today, 81% of U.S. adults see the country unfavorably, including 43% who hold a very unfavorable opinion. Chinese President Xi Jinping receives similarly negative ratings," the report said. 
About eight in 10 Americans say they have little or no confidence in Xi to do the right thing regarding world affairs. About 10% said they have never heard of him.
American attitudes toward China have turned largely critical after the U.S. launched a trade war against China in 2018 and since the emergence of COVID-19, which was first reported in China. Beijing's human rights record, its closeness to Russia and its policies toward Taiwan and Hong Kong also have left Americans with negative views of the country, according to Pew's previous analyses.

    


At the same time, the U.S. government has been overt about competing with China on economic and diplomatic issues.
Following that, 42% of Americans say China is an enemy of the U.S., the highest level since 2021, when Pew began asking the question. 
The share is much larger among Republicans and Republican-leaning independents, Pew said, with 59% of them describing China as an enemy, compared with 28% of Democrats and those leaning Democratic.
Older Americans, conservative Republicans and those with a sour view of the U.S. economy are more critical of China and more likely to consider the country an enemy, the report said.
"Americans also see China more negatively when they think China's influence in the world has gotten stronger in recent years or when they think China has a substantial amount of influence on the U.S. economy," said Christine Huang, a Pew research associate. 
"Even pessimism about the U.S. economy is related to how Americans evaluate China: Those who think the economic situation in the U.S. is bad are more likely to see China unfavorably and to see it as an enemy," she added.
Pew said a nationally representative sample of 3,600 respondents filled out online surveys and that the margin of error was plus or minus 2.1 percentage points.
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    [image: This undated photo released by and taken from the official website of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force, shows a SH-60K chopper. Two Japanese navy helicopters of the same type crashed in the Pacific Ocean south of Tokyo during a nighttime training flight after possibly colliding with each other, the country's defense minister said Sunday, April 21, 2024. (The official website of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force shows a retrieved component which is believed to be a part of a crashed helicopter, Sunday, April 21, 2024. Initial analysis of flight data recorders recovered from the waters in the Pacific near the crash site of the two Japanese navy helicopters showed no sign that mechanical problems in the aircraft caused the accident, Japan's defense minister said Monday, as he indicated human error. (Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force via AP)]
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[image: A Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force vessel sails near the site of a crash in the Pacific Ocean Sunday, April 21, 2024. Two Japanese navy helicopters carrying eight crew members crashed in the Pacific Ocean south of Tokyo during a nighttime training flight after possibly colliding with each other, the country's defense minister said Sunday. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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    [image: This undated photo released by and taken from the official website of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force, shows a SH-60K chopper. Two Japanese navy helicopters of the same type crashed in the Pacific Ocean south of Tokyo during a nighttime training flight after possibly colliding with each other, the country's defense minister said Sunday, April 21, 2024. (The official website of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force shows a retrieved component which is believed to be a part of a crashed helicopter, Sunday, April 21, 2024. Initial analysis of flight data recorders recovered from the waters in the Pacific near the crash site of the two Japanese navy helicopters showed no sign that mechanical problems in the aircraft caused the accident, Japan's defense minister said Monday, as he indicated human error. (Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | This image released by Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force shows a retrieved component which is believed to be a part of a crashed helicopter, Sunday, April 21, 2024. Initial analysis of flight data recorders recovered from the waters in the Pacific near the crash site of the two Japanese navy helicopters showed no sign that mechanical problems in the aircraft caused the accident, Japan's defense minister said Monday, as he indicated human error. (Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
This image released by Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force shows a retrieved component which is believed to be a part of a crashed helicopter, Sunday, April 21, 2024. Initial analysis of flight data recorders recovered from the waters in the Pacific near the crash site of the two Japanese navy helicopters showed no sign that mechanical problems in the aircraft caused the accident, Japan's defense minister said Monday, as he indicated human error. (Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force shows a retrieved component which is believed to be a part of a crashed helicopter, Sunday, April 21, 2024. Initial analysis of flight data recorders recovered from the waters in the Pacific near the crash site of the two Japanese navy helicopters showed no sign that mechanical problems in the aircraft caused the accident, Japan's defense minister said Monday, as he indicated human error. (Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | This image released by Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force shows a retrieved component which is believed to be a part of a crashed helicopter, Sunday, April 21, 2024. Initial analysis of flight data recorders recovered from the waters in the Pacific near the crash site of the two Japanese navy helicopters showed no sign that mechanical problems in the aircraft caused the accident, Japan's defense minister said Monday, as he indicated human error. (Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
This image released by Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force shows a retrieved component which is believed to be a part of a crashed helicopter, Sunday, April 21, 2024. Initial analysis of flight data recorders recovered from the waters in the Pacific near the crash site of the two Japanese navy helicopters showed no sign that mechanical problems in the aircraft caused the accident, Japan's defense minister said Monday, as he indicated human error. (Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force vessel sails near the site of a crash in the Pacific Ocean Sunday, April 21, 2024. Two Japanese navy helicopters carrying eight crew members crashed in the Pacific Ocean south of Tokyo during a nighttime training flight after possibly colliding with each other, the country's defense minister said Sunday. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japanese investigators have determined that a collision during a nighttime drill caused the deadly crash last month of two Japanese navy SH-60K Seahawk helicopters, the country's defense minister said Thursday. 
That is according to preliminary flight data analysis, said Defense Minister Minoru Kihara, adding that what exactly led to the collision is still being investigated. 
Kihara ruled out mechanical failure of the SH-60K Seahawks from the Maritime Self Defense Force and announced that the exercises, which were halted following the crash, would resume on Friday. 
The two SH-60K reconnaissance helicopters carrying a total of eight crew lost contact late on April 20 during nighttime training east of the island of Torishima in the Pacific Ocean, about 600 kilometers (370 miles) south of the capital, Tokyo.
One of the total of eight crew on the two helicopters was found in the waters and later pronounced dead, and the search for the seven missing, as well as the aircrafts' fuselages, has continued since then. 

    


The seabed at the crash site is about 5.5 kilometers (3.4 miles) deep and the recovery is considered a challenge. A navy oceanographic ship JS Syounan has been deployed since late April in the search. 




Kihara said that a preliminary examination of the flight data recorders determined a collision caused the crash. The helicopters' flight data showed a "rapid and huge impact" simultaneously at the same location, an evidence of the collision, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There was no indication of any malfunction in the aircrafts' mechanics.
The two helicopters were believed to have come too close during what was a drill on anti-submarine warfare, involving multiple helicopters hovering and lowering sonars into the water. Some media reports have said an anti-collision alarm system was not used, possibly due to training for harsh environment. 

    


Kihara said SH-60K and its earlier variation would resume exercises on Friday but only for solo flights. More than 70 of the twin-engine, multi-mission helicopters developed by Sikorsky have been modified and produced in Japan by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries.
Japan is accelerating its military buildup under a new security strategy adopted in 2022, fortifying its defenses on southwestern Japanese islands in the Pacific and East China Sea to counter threats from China's increasingly assertive military. 
Japan has in recent years also rapidly expanded its own naval exercises and joint drills with the United States and other partners.
"We cannot let our guard down even for a moment," Kihara said, adding that a resumption of the exercises was necessary to keep up the skills of the crews.
This type of helicopters has had a number of accidents during nighttime training flights, including a fatal crash in 2017 and a collision off the southern island of Amami Oshima in 2021, when no injuries were reported. 
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    [image: FILE - Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks during an interview with foreign media members ahead of an official visit to the United States at the Prime Minister's official residence on April 5, 2024, in Tokyo. Kishida unveiled an international framework for regulation and use of generative AI on Thursday May 2, 2024, adding to global efforts on governance for the rapidly advancing technology. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks during an interview with foreign media members ahead of an official visit to the United States at the Prime Minister's official residence on April 5, 2024, in Tokyo. Kishida unveiled an international framework for regulation and use of generative AI on Thursday May 2, 2024, adding to global efforts on governance for the rapidly advancing technology. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, left, is welcomed by France's Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, right, at his office in Paris, Wednesday May 1, 2024. Fumio Kishida is scheduled to visit France, Brazil and Paraguay. (Stephane de Sakutin, Pool via AP)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida unveiled an international framework for regulation and use of generative AI on Thursday, adding to global efforts on governance for the rapidly advancing technology. 
Kishida made the announcement in a speech at the Paris-based Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. 
"Generative AI has the potential to be a vital tool to further enrich the world," Kishida said. But "we must also confront the dark side of AI, such as the risk of disinformation." 
When Japan chaired the Group of Seven leading industrialized nations last year, it launched a Hiroshima AI process to draw up international guiding principles and a code of conduct for AI developers. 
Some 49 countries and regions have signed up to the voluntary framework, called the Hiroshima AI Process Friends Group, Kishida said, without naming any. They will work on implementing principles and code of conduct to address the risks of generative AI and "promote cooperation to ensure that people all over the world can benefit from the use of safe, secure, and trustworthy AI," he said. 
The European Union, the United States, China and many other nations have been racing to draw up regulations and oversight for AI, while global bodies such as the United Nations have been grappling with how to supervise it.
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    [image: A man swims from a submerged church compound, after the River Tana broke its banks following heavy rains at Mororo, border of Tana River and Garissa counties, North Eastern Kenya, Sunday, April. 28, 2024. Heavy rains pounding different parts of Kenya have led to dozens of deaths and the displacement of tens of thousands of people, according to the U.N. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | A man swims from a submerged church compound, after the River Tana broke its banks following heavy rains at Mororo, border of Tana River and Garissa counties, North Eastern Kenya, Sunday, April. 28, 2024. Heavy rains pounding different parts of Kenya have led to dozens of deaths and the displacement of tens of thousands of people, according to the U.N. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A lodge is seen in the flooded Maasai Mara National Reserve, which left dozens of tourists stranded in Narok County, Kenya, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Kenya, along with other parts of East Africa, has been overwhelmed by flooding. (AP Photo/Bobby Neptune)]
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[image: People cross a flooded area at Mororo, border of Tana River and Garissa counties, North Eastern Kenya, Sunday, April. 28, 2024. Heavy rains pounding different parts of Kenya have led to dozens of deaths and the displacement of tens of thousands of people, according to the U.N. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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[image: Children fleeing floodwaters that wreaked havoc at Mororo, border of Tana River and Garissa counties, North Eastern Kenya, Sunday, April 28, 2024. The East African country has seen weeks of heavy rains and severe flooding in Kenya's capital, Nairobi, as well as in the country's western and central regions. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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[image: People cross a flooded area where another boat carrying a group of people has capsized at Mororo, border of Tana River and Garissa counties, North Eastern Kenya, Sunday, April 28, 2024. According to the Kenya Red Cross, 23 people have been rescued, while others still remain missing as search and rescue operations continue. Heavy rains pounding different parts of Kenya have led to dozens of deaths and the displacement of tens of thousands of people, according to the U.N. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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[image: A man walks through floodwaters in Kisumu, Kenya, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy rains pounding different parts of Kenya have led to the deaths of at least 13 people and displaced some 15,000, the United Nations said, as forecasters warned more rains can be expected until June. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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    [image: A man swims from a submerged church compound, after the River Tana broke its banks following heavy rains at Mororo, border of Tana River and Garissa counties, North Eastern Kenya, Sunday, April. 28, 2024. Heavy rains pounding different parts of Kenya have led to dozens of deaths and the displacement of tens of thousands of people, according to the U.N. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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[image: A lodge is seen in the flooded Maasai Mara National Reserve, which left dozens of tourists stranded in Narok County, Kenya, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Kenya, along with other parts of East Africa, has been overwhelmed by flooding. (AP Photo/Bobby Neptune)]
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[image: People cross a flooded area at Mororo, border of Tana River and Garissa counties, North Eastern Kenya, Sunday, April. 28, 2024. Heavy rains pounding different parts of Kenya have led to dozens of deaths and the displacement of tens of thousands of people, according to the U.N. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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[image: Children fleeing floodwaters that wreaked havoc at Mororo, border of Tana River and Garissa counties, North Eastern Kenya, Sunday, April 28, 2024. The East African country has seen weeks of heavy rains and severe flooding in Kenya's capital, Nairobi, as well as in the country's western and central regions. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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[image: People cross a flooded area where another boat carrying a group of people has capsized at Mororo, border of Tana River and Garissa counties, North Eastern Kenya, Sunday, April 28, 2024. According to the Kenya Red Cross, 23 people have been rescued, while others still remain missing as search and rescue operations continue. Heavy rains pounding different parts of Kenya have led to dozens of deaths and the displacement of tens of thousands of people, according to the U.N. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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[image: A man walks through floodwaters in Kisumu, Kenya, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy rains pounding different parts of Kenya have led to the deaths of at least 13 people and displaced some 15,000, the United Nations said, as forecasters warned more rains can be expected until June. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- Human Rights Watch accused Kenyan authorities on Thursday of not responding adequately to ongoing floods that have killed more than 170 people since the start of the rainy season.
The New York-based rights group said the government "has a human rights obligation to prevent foreseeable harm from climate change and extreme weather events and to protect people when a disaster strikes."
Kenya's Meteorology Department sent an early warning before the rainy season started, but President William Ruto only formed a response committee on April 24. By then, nearly 100 people had died due to the flooding.
Kenya, along with other parts of East Africa, have been overwhelmed by floods. More than 150,000 people are displaced and living in dozens of camps.
The rights group said the government did not draw lessons from the last year's rainy season that left hundreds of people dead.

    


The meteorology department had warned that the country would experience increased rainfall due to the El Nino until early this year, but Ruto in October said the country had been spared by the weather pattern.




The government announced at the time that at least 10 billion Kenyan shillings ($75 million) would be released to prepare a nationwide response. It is unclear how the funds were used, and critics have accused the government of misappropriation.
Those affected by ongoing flooding in Mai Mahiu, in the west of the country, have accused the government of a slow response. At least 45 people died after a river overflowed and destroyed houses, with more than 80 people missing since Monday. The debris has not yet been cleared to recover any buried bodies.
On Tuesday, the government directed those living in flood-prone areas to move or be evacuated forcefully, as more rain is predicted across the country through May.
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    [image: Bereaved family members of the victims of the Halloween crush in 2022 react at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 2, 2024. South Korea's parliament on Thursday approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: The National Assembly passes a special bill for a new probe into the Halloween crush in 2022 in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 2, 2024. South Korea's parliament on Thursday approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: FILE - Rescue workers treat injured people on a street near the scene of a crush in Seoul, South Korea, on Oct. 30, 2022. South Korea's parliament on Thursday, May 2, 2024 approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)]
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[image: Bereaved family members of the victims of the Halloween crush in 2022 and opposition lawmakers shout during a press conference at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 2, 2024. South Korea's parliament on Thursday approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: FILE - Injured people are helped at a street near the scene of a crush in Seoul, South Korea, on Oct. 30, 2022. South Korea's parliament on Thursday, May 2, 2024 approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)]
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[image: Bereaved family members of the victims of the Halloween crush in 2022 and opposition lawmakers hold a press conference at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 2, 2024. South Korea's parliament on Thursday approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: FILE - Rescue workers treat injured people on a street near the scene of a crush in Seoul, South Korea, on Oct. 30, 2022. South Korea's parliament on Thursday, May 2, 2024 approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)]
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[image: Bereaved family members of the victims of the Halloween crush in 2022 and opposition lawmakers shout during a press conference at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 2, 2024. South Korea's parliament on Thursday approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: FILE - Injured people are helped at a street near the scene of a crush in Seoul, South Korea, on Oct. 30, 2022. South Korea's parliament on Thursday, May 2, 2024 approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)]
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[image: Bereaved family members of the victims of the Halloween crush in 2022 react at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 2, 2024. South Korea's parliament on Thursday approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Bereaved family members of the victims of the Halloween crush in 2022 and opposition lawmakers hold a press conference at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 2, 2024. South Korea's parliament on Thursday approved legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's parliament on Thursday approved special legislation mandating a new, independent investigation into the 2022 Halloween crush in Seoul that killed 159 people.
The single-chamber National Assembly passed the bill by a 256-0 vote. It will become law after it is signed by conservative President Yoon Suk Yeol and promulgated by his government agency -- steps that are considered formalities because the president and his ruling party already agreed on the legislation.
The bill is meant to delve into the root cause of the crush, and look at how authorities handled the disaster and who should be blamed for it. It envisages the creation of a fact-finding committee with nine members that would independently examine the disaster for up to 15 months. 
Once the committee determines who is responsible and who should face charges, it would report them to the government's investigation agencies. The agencies would then be required to conclude investigations of the suspects within three months, according to the bill. 

    


The crush, one of the biggest peacetime disasters in South Korea, caused a nationwide outpouring of grief. The victims, who were mostly in their 20s and 30s, had gathered in  Seoul's popular nightlife district of Itaewon for Halloween celebrations. 




In the aftermath of the tragedy, there was also anger that the government had again ignored safety and regulatory issues despite the lessons learned since the 2014 sinking of the ferry Sewol, which killed 304 people -- mostly teenagers on a school trip.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In early 2023, a police special investigation concluded that police and municipal officials failed to formulate effective crowd control steps, despite correctly anticipating a huge number of people in Itaewon. At the time, investigators said police had also ignored hotline calls by pedestrians who warned of swelling crowds before the surge turned deadly.

    


More than 20 police and other officials have been on trial over the disaster but few top-level officials have been charged or held accountable, prompting bereaved families and opposition lawmakers to call for an independent probe.
Ahead of the vote, Kim Kyo-heung from the main liberal opposition Democratic Party and chairman of parliament's safety committee expressed hope the probe would determine responsibility for the disaster and structural problems behind the crush, as well as formulate steps to prevent similar disasters. 
Families of the victims welcomed the bill while rallying outside the National Assembly.
"I think today is indeed the most memorable day for our bereaved families," said Lee Jeong-min, a representative for the families. "It wasn't possible without the support of opposition lawmakers and many citizens who have sympathized with us. I'd like to say we really thank them."
President Yoon had previously opposed a new investigation of the disaster. In January, he vetoed a similar bill for an independent investigation of the Itaewon crush that had passed through parliament. 

    


However, during a meeting with Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung Monday, he said he wouldn't oppose it, should some existing disputes be resolved, such as whether the fact-finding committee can request arrest warrants.
A shift in Yoon's position came as he faces growing public calls to cooperate with Lee's party, which scored a massive win in the April 10 parliamentary election, extending its control of parliament for another four years. 
In a meeting with Yoon's ruling People Power Party on Wednesday, Lee's party agreed to remove contentious clauses from the draft bill.
The Democratic Party's chief policymaker, Jin Sung-joon, said the party had accepted demands by the president and his ruling party in the interest of the "bereaved families, who said they can't wait any longer." 
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                    Thousands continued to protest late Wednesday evening in the Georgian capital of Tbilisi as the country's Parliament moved closer to adopting a controversial law that critics fear will stifle media freedom and endanger the country's European Union membership bid.
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    [image: Demonstrators wave a Georgian national flag standing in front of police block during an opposition protest against a bill near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Demonstrators stand in front of police block during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Demonstrators build a barricade during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Demonstrators help their comrade being wounded in clashes with police during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, May 2, 2024. Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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                                        TBILISI, Georgia (AP) -- The parliament of Georgia cancelled its Thursday plenary session following massive protests against a proposed law that critics fear will stifle media freedom and endanger the country's bid for membership in the European Union.
The parliament's announcement said the cancellation was connected to damage the building suffered during Wednesday protests in which police used water cannon, tear gas and pepper spray against the tens of thousands of demonstrators.
The legislature on Wednesday approved a second reading of the bill that would require media and non-commercial organizations to register as "pursuing the interests of a foreign power" if they receive more than 20% of funding from abroad. 
The third and final reading was expected in mid-May and it was not clear if the cancellation of Thursday's session would affect the bill's progress. The ruling Georgian Dream party withdrew a similar proposal last year after large crowds protested.

    


Protesters denounce the bill as "the Russian law" because neighboring Russia uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations critical of the Kremlin.




Eighty-three of Georgia's 150 lawmakers approved the bill in its second reading, while 23 voted against it. 
Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili, increasingly at odds with the governing party, has criticized the bill and vowed to veto it if it is passed by Parliament. But the governing party can overrule the veto and ask the parliamentary speaker to sign the bill into law. 
The EU's foreign policy arm earlier this month also criticized Georgian Dream's decision to reintroduce the law, which it said "raises serious concerns" around media freedom in the country -- something it called "crucial for the EU accession process."
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                    Colombian President Gustavo Petro says his government will break diplomatic relations with Israel effective Thursday in the latest escalation of tensions between both countries over the Israel-Hamas war.
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    [image: Israeli soldiers gather near the Israeli-Gaza border in southern Israel before they enter Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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                                        BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) -- Colombian President Gustavo Petro on Wednesday announced his government will break diplomatic relations with Israel effective Thursday in the latest escalation of tensions between the countries over the Israel-Hamas war.
Petro again described Israel's siege of Gaza as "genocide." He previously suspended purchases of weapons from Israel and compared that country's actions in Gaza to those of Nazi Germany.
"Tomorrow, diplomatic relations with the State of Israel will be broken ... for having a genocidal president," Petro said during an International Workers' Day march in Colombia's capital. "If Palestine dies, humanity dies, and we are not going to let it die."
Israel's Foreign Minister Israel Katz quickly rebuked Petro's comments on the platform X.
"History will remember that Gustavo Petro decided to side with the most despicable monsters known to mankind who burned babies, murdered children, raped women and kidnapped innocent civilians," he said.

    


Weeks after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on southern Israel that sparked the current war in Gaza and killed some 1,200 people, Petro recalled Colombia's ambassador to Israel as he criticized the country's military offensive.




Historically, Colombia had been one of Israel's closest partners in Latin America. But relations between the two nations have cooled since Petro was elected as Colombia's first leftist president in 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Colombia uses Israeli-built warplanes and machine guns to fight drug cartels and rebel groups, and both countries signed a free trade agreement in 2020.
"Relations between Israel and Colombia always were warm and no antisemitic and hate-filled president will succeed in changing that," Katz wrote Tuesday. "The state of Israel will continue to defend its citizens without worry and without fear."
The South American country deepened its military ties with Israel in the late 1980s by purchasing Kfir fighter jets that were used by Colombia's air force in numerous attacks on remote guerrilla camps that debilitated the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia. The attacks helped push the group into peace talks that resulted in its disarmament in 2016.
Petro participated in Wednesday's march in Bogota to promote his proposed health care, pension and labor reforms.
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[image: FILE - Chim Sothy, a nearby resident, stands under the damaged roof at his house after an ammunition explosion at Prey Beng village in Kampong Speu province, Cambodia, on April 28, 2024. A huge explosion in southwestern Cambodia over the weekend that killed 20 soldiers at an army base appears to have been an accident caused by mishandling of ammunition by troops, a senior military official said Tuesday, April 30. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith, File)]
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                                        PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) -- A huge explosion at a military base in southwestern Cambodia that killed 20 soldiers and injured many others was an accident caused by a "technical issue" stemming from the old and degraded ammunition that was being moved, the Defense Ministry said Thursday. 
The army said on Tuesday that Saturday's blast was believed to have been an accident caused by mishandling of ammunition by troops. 
The Defense Ministry's statement followed an allegation leveled by an opposition politician-in-exile suggesting that the explosion had been an attack.
The day after the explosion, exiled opposition leader Sam Rainsy claimed in a post on his Facebook page that an armed group of anti-government dissidents had caused the blast but cited no evidence to support his claim. 
The Defense Ministry said that while there had been recent social media posts by "a group of extremists," the ministry wanted to inform media that the investigation had concluded the blast had been an accident. 

    


It warned that anyone publishing untrue information about the blast could face prosecution. 
Army spokesperson Maj. Gen. Mao Phalla on Tuesday said soldiers were transferring ammunition into a storage facility when the blast occurred, killing 20 instantly. 
He said another 11 people, including soldiers and nearby villagers, were slightly injured from the damaged building's debris, not shrapnel. 
The blast in Kampong Speu province also destroyed military vehicles and four buildings at the base, and damaged homes in a village.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cambodia-military-base-explosion-sam-rainsy-hun-manet-6795e30a85bf2c1b3396a7a89ccd810d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Solomon Islands lawmakers elect Jeremiah Manele as new prime minister | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Jeremiah Manele elected prime minister in Solomon Islands, which is likely to keep close China ties

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Solomon Islands lawmakers on Thursday chose former Foreign Minister Jeremiah Manele as the new prime minister of the South Pacific island nation that has grown closer to China in recent years. The withdrawal of pro-Beijing former Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare from the contest to remain head of the government to make way for Manele as their party's candidate is an indication the country could follow a similar direction. The prime minister was chosen in a secret ballot of 49 lawmakers who won general elections on April 17. Governor General David Vunagi said Manele received 31 votes.
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    [image: In this image from a video, Solomon Islands Prime Minister-elect Jeremiah Manele speaks during a press conference in Honiara, Solomon Islands Thursday, May 2, 2024. Solomon Islands lawmakers on Thursday chose former Foreign Minister Jeremiah Manele as the new prime minister of the South Pacific island nation that has grown closer to China in recent years. (Australian Broadcasting Corporation via AP)]
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[image: In this image from a video, Solomon Islands Governor General David Vunagi announces election results outside the parliament in Honiara, Solomon Islands Thursday, May 2, 2024. Solomon Islands lawmakers on Thursday chose former Foreign Minister Jeremiah Manele as the new prime minister of the South Pacific island nation that has grown closer to China in recent years. (Australian Broadcasting Corporation via AP)]
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[image: Outgoing Solomon Islands Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare, right, and candidate for prime minister Jeremiah Manele shake hands during a news conference, Monday, April 29, 2024, in Honiara, Solomon Islands. Sogavare on Monday withdrew from the contest to remain head of the strategically important South Pacific island nation's government following general elections two weeks ago that are central to the U.S.-China rivalry in the region. (Australian Broadcasting Corporation via AP)]
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Solomon Islands lawmakers elected former Foreign Minister Jeremiah Manele as prime minister Thursday in a development that suggests the South Pacific island nation will maintain close ties with China.
Manele used his first speech as leader to promise to govern with integrity and to put his nation's interests first.
"I will discharge my duties diligently and with integrity. I will at all times put the interests of our people and country above all other interests," Manele said in a speech outside the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.
Manele won 31 votes in a secret ballot of 49 lawmakers who won general elections on April 17, Governor General David Vunagi said, while Matthew Wale, who led the opposition in the previous parliament, received the remaining 18. 
The withdrawal of pro-Beijing former Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare from the contest to make way for Manele as their party's candidate indicated the country could follow a similar direction.

    


Sogavare had hoped to become the first Solomons prime minister to maintain power in consecutive four-year terms following the election. During his previous term, China's influence increased more in the Solomons than anywhere else in the South Pacific.
Sogavare switched diplomatic recognition from Taiwan to Beijing and struck a secret security pact that has raised fears of the Chinese navy gaining a foothold in the region.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In his speech, Manele also urged against any post-election violence.
"Past prime minister's elections have been met with the act of violence and destruction. Our economy and livelihoods have suffered because of this violence," Manele said.
"However, today we show the world that we are better than that. We must respect and uphold the democratic process of electing our prime minister and set an example for our children and their children," he added.

    


Sogavare's election in 2019 sparked riots in the capital Honiara over legal questions hanging over his eligibility to become prime minister. More serious riots resulted in arson and looting in Honiara in November 2021 after his leadership survived a no-confidence motion moved by Wale.
Riots following the 2006 election, which were fueled by allegations of Chinese interference and resentment against Chinese business people, led to then-Prime Minister Snyder Rini's resignation after a week in office and Sogavare taking power. It was the second of Sogavare's four stints as prime minister.
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese congratulated Manele on his election.
"I look forward to working closely with him. Australia and Solomon Islands are close friends and our futures are connected," Albanese said on the social media platform X. 
Sogavare had maintained Australia was his country's preferred security partner despite the bilateral deal with Beijing signed in 2022. Chinese police trainers are currently in Hoinara, the capital and the largest city of Solomon Islands, under the terms of that deal.
Australian police have been maintaining public order in Honiara since Sogavare invited them in late 2021 under a 2017 bilateral security treaty that provides a legal basis for the deployment of police, troops and associated civilians in the event of a major security challenge.

    


Meg Keen, the director of the Pacific Islands program for Lowy Institute, a Sydney-based international policy think tank, said Manele will be a "less fiery and combative leader for the West to manage but he will continue to pursue close relations with China."
"As the former foreign minister, he helped broker the security deal with China that panicked the West. But he is also a seasoned diplomat with experience at the U.N. and in Western countries -- he's no stranger to Western engagement," Keen said. 
She said Sogavare had pulled out of the race because his party's loss of several lawmakers at the election was evidence that voters wanted change.
___
This story has corrected the prime minister's surname to Manele.
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    [image: FILE - Democratic U.S. Rep. David Scott speaks to reporters, March 4, 2024, at the Georgia Capitol in Atlanta, after qualifying to run for reelection to Congress in suburban Atlanta's 13th Congressional District. Although Democratic challengers say Scott is old and out of touch, the 78-year-old incumbent is ignoring them as he seeks a 12th term in Congress. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy, File)]
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[image: Rashid Malik speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on, April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Malik in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Brian Johnson speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Johnson in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Karen Rene speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Rene in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Marcus Flowers speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Flowers in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district.(AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Brian Johnson speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Johnson in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Karen Rene speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Rene in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Karen Rene speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Rene in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
Karen Rene speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Rene in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)
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[image: Marcus Flowers speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Flowers in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district.(AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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Marcus Flowers speaks at the Congressional District 13 Debate Democrats during the Atlanta Press Club Loudermilk-Young Debate Series on April 28, 2024, in Atlanta. U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents, including Flowers in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district.(AP Photo/Jason Allen)
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                                        CONYERS, Ga. (AP) -- U.S. Rep. David Scott faces multiple Democratic primary opponents in his quest for a 12th congressional term in a sharply reconfigured suburban Atlanta district. But with early voting underway ahead of the May 21 primary elections, the 78-year-old is ignoring challengers and trying to glide to renomination.
Attacks on Scott are in some ways a microcosm of Democrats' concerns about President Joe Biden, including claims that he's too old and that he's disconnected from young voters. He's another example of how longtime members of Congress continue to serve even as they age, a drama that played out on a much larger stage last year with the illness and death of California Democratic U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein.
But unlike those cases, concerns about Scott's health may not be resonating broadly, said Andra Gillespie, an Emory University political scientist.

    


"It's the kind of thing that is talked about among insiders, among politicos," Gillespie said. "I don't know how well that's actually sort of been disseminated outside."
Many voters are still figuring out what district they now live in. After a judge overturned Georgia's previous congressional map as racially discriminatory, he approved a new Republican-drawn map with big shifts. Scott's 13th District was shoved north and east into Rockdale County and parts of Newton and Gwinnett counties.




Voters are more than a little confused. In Rockdale County, many residents didn't realize Scott is now their member of Congress.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We don't know a lot about David Scott, besides him having had this district before," said Beverly Dotson of Conyers. "I know he's been in Congress for a while."
Scott's campaign has plastered the district with billboards and signs, but he hasn't been making public appearances. Democratic opponents say his failure to participate in an Atlanta Press Club debate exemplifies Scott's absenteeism.

    


"He's hoping to sneak in office one more time. 'Voters just do it one more time -- let me get one more shot at holding onto power in office until I die in office or retire or maybe pass it off to someone like it's a cigarette,'" said one opponent, attorney Brian Johnson.
When he qualified to run in February, Scott dismissed those speculations.
"Thank God I'm in good health, moving and doing the people's work," Scott said. He said he's seeking another term to enhance funding for historically Black colleges such as Fort Valley State University, and to provide more assistance to struggling homeowners. Scott, until recently a member of the Democrats' moderate Blue Dog Coalition, could chair the House Agriculture Committee if Democrats regain the majority. 
Among Scott's opponents is Marcus Flowers, who rose to national notice when the Army veteran and former military contractor raised an astounding $17 million from outraged Democrats to challenge Republican U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene in 2022. Although Flowers outraised Greene -- who herself rakes in money nationwide -- he won only 34% of votes in northwest Georgia's heavily Republican 14th District.

    


Flowers said he's now running against Scott because he believes Scott's reliance on contributions from corporations and political action committees means he isn't oriented to the district's needs. Flowers said his run continues his 2022 effort, saying he will confront extremists if elected.
"I think if you have enough people who are out there fighting and pushing back against that, then some of those members who aren't on the far right or the extreme right will step up and push back," Flowers said.
But Flowers' fundraising ability isn't translating to this race. Scott raised nearly a million dollars through March 31 and had $545,000 in cash on hand. Flowers raised $142,000 and spent all but $30,000. 
The only other candidate who has raised any money is former East Point City Councilmember Karen Rene. She said that if elected, she would draw on her experience on the council and her work for a federal jobs program to help local governments and promote business development.

    


"I'm running because I believe I can meet people where they are in their communities, addressing their needs," Rene said.
Both Johnson and former South Fulton City Councilman Mark Baker are running to Scott's left.
"So I'm running not as an experienced politician, and not as a liberal or conservative or any of those things," Johnson said during the debate. "I'm running as an actual Democrat focused on Democratic issues."
Baker argues Scott has been too friendly with Republicans. He said that while on the South Fulton council, he advocated for ending no-knock police raids, decriminalizing marijuana and paying reparations to descendants of slaves.
"He's been asleep behind the wheel for a long time, and he supported Republicans who now have taken our rights away," Baker said of Scott.

    


Other Democratic challengers are Rashid Malik, who wants the U.S. government to do more to end the Israel-Hamas War, and Uloma Kama, a physician and public health advocate. A runoff would be held June 18 if no one wins a majority on May 21. The victor will face the winner of the Republican primary, either Jonathan Chavez or Johsie Cruz Fletcher, in November.
Scott hasn't replied to requests for an interview. But his wife and close campaign advisor Alfredia Scott said her husband is a better choice than any of his challengers.
"When the congressman decides to leave, he won't be pushed out," she said. "He will bow out."
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    [image: People walk to the Senate gallery to watch the proceedings, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. Democrats secured enough votes in the Arizona Senate to repeal a Civil War-era ban on abortions that the state's highest court recently allowed to take effect. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Anti-abortion supporters stand outside the Capitol, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state senator Jake Hoffman, R-District 15, motions as he speaks to the Senate President, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Democratic Arizona state senators hug after a their vote, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Anti-abortion supporters kneel as abortion supporters holds signs in the background, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. Democrats secured enough votes in the Arizona Senate to repeal a Civil War-era ban on abortions that the state's highest court recently allowed to take effect. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Arizona's 1864 abortion ban will soon be gone from the state's law books, but not from the campaign trail.
Even after the state Senate voted Wednesday to repeal a law banning nearly all abortions, Democrats running in the battleground state say they will make the Civil War-era law a centerpiece of their focus on reproductive rights. 
President Joe Biden's campaign team believes anger over the fall of Roe v. Wade gives them a political advantage in battleground states like Arizona. The issue has divided Republican leaders who've tried to respond to many in the GOP base who oppose abortion while avoiding statements that hurt them in November. 
"Republicans know that they are on the wrong side of this issue," Arizona Democratic Party Chair Yolanda Bejarano said in an interview. "They are seeing the writing on the wall and we are going to make sure that we vote out every extremist Republican in Arizona."





    


Arizona Democrats, speaking at a press conference on Wednesday organized by the Biden campaign, said they would push to defeat former President Donald Trump in the state but also win legislative majorities and pass a ballot measure that would add a reproductive-rights guarantee to the state constitution.
"Make no mistake, the reason we are here today is Donald Trump and the many Arizona Republican lawmakers that follow his blind lead," state Sen. Anna Hernandez said at the news conference.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There's a strong chance that abortion will still be temporarily banned before the November election because the ban will remain in effect until 90 days after the legislative session ends, likely this summer. That continuing uncertainty will almost certainly keep the law in the news. 
Abortion rights advocates hope a court will step in to prevent that outcome. Attorney General Kris Mayes has said the earliest the abortion ban could be enforced is June 27. Mayes, a Democrat, has pledged not to prosecute anyone for performing an abortion and to block local prosecutors from doing so, but it's not clear she has that authority. 

    


The Arizona Supreme Court ruled last month that prosecutors can enforce one of the nation's strictest bans on abortion, a law passed long before Arizona became a state in 1912. It provides no exceptions for rape or incest and allows abortions only if the mother's life is in jeopardy.
Under fierce and intensifying pressure, a handful of Republicans in the state Senate, led by those facing tough reelection fights, joined all Democrats in voting to repeal the law, a week after the House did the same. Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs has already pledged to sign it. 
Trump nominated three of the Supreme Court justices who voted to overturn Roe v. Wade and has referred to its overturning two years ago as a victory, but also opposed the strictest abortion bans as a matter of politics. He had said the Arizona law "went too far" and pressed state lawmakers to swiftly "remedy" it. 
"A lot of bad things will happen beyond the abortion issue if you don't win elections, with your taxes and everything else," he told a rally Wednesday in Michigan, another battleground state. 

    


Trump says the Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe allows individual states to set their own abortion laws and said in a recent interview with Time magazine that he would defer to states on whether to track women who get abortions or seek to punish them. 
Striking the near-total abortion ban from the law books will leave in place a 15-week ban passed in 2022. 
Abortion has also become a central issue in the race for Senate, two battleground House contests and the fight for control of the state Legislature, where Republicans control both chambers by tiny margins. 
Democratic U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego, the likely Democratic Senate nominee, quickly produced an ad highlighting Republican Kari Lake's support for the anti-abortion law. 
Lake, meanwhile, said the ruling "is out of step with Arizonans." It's a far cry from her stance two years earlier as a candidate for governor, when she called the near-total abortion ban "a great law," said she was "incredibly thrilled" that it was on the books and predicted it would be "setting the course for other states to follow."

    


Facing pushback from her anti-abortion supporters, Lake has tried to walk a line, noting her own opposition to abortion but, acknowledging the unpopularity of that view, opposing a nationwide abortion ban. 
"Whether or not my position on this issue is popular, the cost of this job is not my soul," said state Rep. Alexander Kolodin, a Republican from a safe GOP district who opposes abortion and fought against repealing the 1864 law.
According to AP VoteCast, a broad survey of the electorate, 61% of Arizona voters in the 2022 midterm elections said abortion should be legal in most or all cases. Just 6% said it should be illegal in all cases.

    


Two-thirds of midterm voters in Arizona said the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade was an important factor in their vote for that election.
About 6 in 10 Arizona voters in that election said they would favor a law guaranteeing access to legal abortion nationwide.
___
Associated Press writers Michelle L. Price in Freeland, Michigan, and Anita Snow in Phoenix contributed to this report. 
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Russia has circulated a U.N. resolution calling on all countries to take urgent action to prevent putting weapons in outer space "for all time" a week after it vetoed a U.S.-Japan resolution to stop an arms race in space.
The Russian draft resolution, obtained Wednesday by The Associated Press, goes further than the U.S.-Japan proposal, not only calling for efforts to stop weapons from being deployed in outer space but for preventing "the threat or use of force in outer space," also "for all time."
It says this should include deploying weapons "from space against Earth, and from Earth against objects in outer space."
Russia's U.N. Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia told the Security Council when he vetoed the U,S.-Japan draft that it didn't go far enough in banning all types of weapons in space.
The vetoed resolution focused solely on weapons of mass destruction including nuclear arms, and made no mention of other weapons in space.

    


It would have called on all countries not to develop or deploy nuclear arms or other weapons of mass destruction in space, as banned under a 1967 international treaty that the U.S. and Russia ratified, and to agree to the need to verify compliance.




Before the U.S.-Japan resolution was put to a vote on April 24, Russia and China proposed an amendment that would call on all countries, especially those with space capabilities, "to prevent for all time the placement of weapons in outer space, and the threat of use of force in outer spaces."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The vote was 7 countries in favor, 7 against, and one abstention and the amendment was defeated because it failed to get the minimum 9 "yes" votes in the 15-member Security Council required for adoption.
U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield told the council after the vote that Russian President Vladimir Putin has said Moscow has no intention of deploying nuclear weapons in space.

    


"Today's veto begs the question: Why? Why, if you are following the rules, would you not support a resolution that reaffirms them? What could you possibly be hiding," she asked. "It's baffling. And it's a shame."
Putin was responding to White House confirmation in February that Russia has obtained a "troubling" anti-satellite weapon capability, although such a weapon is not operational yet.
Russia's U.N. Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia said after casting the veto that the U.S.-Japan resolution cherry picked weapons of mass destruction.
He said much of the U.S. and Japan's actions become clear "if we recall that the U.S. and their allies announced some time ago plans to place weapons ... in outer space."
Nebenzia also accused the U.S. of blocking a Russian-Chinese proposal since 2008 for a treaty against putting weapons in outer space.
Thomas-Greenfield accused Russia of undermining global treaties to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, irresponsibly invoking "dangerous nuclear rhetoric," walking away from several of its arms control obligations, and refusing to engage "in substantive discussions around arms control or risk reduction."

    


Much of the Russian draft resolution is exactly the same as the U.S.-Japan draft, including the language on preventing an arms race in space.
It calls on all countries, especially those with major space capabilities, "to contribute actively to the objective of the peaceful use of outer space and of the prevention of an arms race in outer space."
Thomas-Greenfield said the world is just beginning to understand "the catastrophic ramifications of a nuclear explosion in space."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A federal appeals court on Wednesday rejected a bid to release from jail a former FBI informant who is charged with fabricating a multimillion-dollar bribery scheme involving President Joe Biden's family. 
Alexander Smirnov 's lawyers had urged the California-based 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to overturn a lower court judge's order that the man remain behind bars while he awaits trial. 
But a three-judge panel of the 9th Circuit said the lower court was right to conclude Smirnov is a flight risk and there are no conditions of release that would reasonably assure he shows up in court. 
The appeals court also denied Smirnov's request for temporary release, which his lawyers had pressed for so he could undergo eye surgery for glaucoma. 
Smirnov was arrested in February on charges accusing him of falsely telling his FBI handler that executives from the Ukrainian energy company Burisma had paid President Biden and Hunter Biden $5 million each around 2015. The claim became central to the Republican impeachment inquiry of President Biden in Congress. 

    


Smirnov has pleaded not guilty. 




U.S. District Judge Otis Wright II in Los Angeles in February ordered Smirnov to remain jailed while he awaits trial, reversing a different judge's ruling releasing him on GPS monitoring. Smirnov was re-arrested at his lawyers' office in Las Vegas two days after the magistrate judge released him from custody. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Smirnov's lawyers vowed Wednesday to further fight for the man's release. They can ask the full 9th Circuit to review the ruling or go directly to the Supreme Court. 
Smirnov's lawyers have noted that their client has no criminal history and argued that keeping him locked up will make it difficult for him to help his legal team prepare for trial. His lawyers said they believe "he should be free in order to effectively prepare his defense." 

    


"Our client was out of custody and at our office working on his defense when he was rearrested and detained. He was not fleeing," David Chesnoff and Richard Schonfeld said in an emailed statement. 
In urging the judge to keep him in jail, prosecutors revealed Smirnov has reported to the FBI having extensive contact with officials associated with Russian intelligence, and claimed that such officials were involved in passing a story to him about Hunter Biden.
Smirnov had been an informant for more than a decade when he made the explosive allegations about the Bidens in June 2020, after "expressing bias" about Joe Biden as a presidential candidate, prosecutors said. Smirnov had only routine business dealings with Burisma starting in 2017, according to court documents. 
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[image: Kansas state Sen. Rob Olson, R-Olathe, speaks during a debate against a bill for cutting income, sales and property taxes, arguing that it doesn't do enough to help poor and working-class families, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Gov. Laura Kelly is likely to veto the measure, and Olson is one of three dissident GOP senators who's helped her sustain her vetoes of tax bills in the Senate. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | Kansas state Sen. Rob Olson, R-Olathe, speaks during a debate against a bill for cutting income, sales and property taxes, arguing that it doesn't do enough to help poor and working-class families, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Gov. Laura Kelly is likely to veto the measure, and Olson is one of three dissident GOP senators who's helped her sustain her vetoes of tax bills in the Senate. (AP Photo/John Hanna)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kansas House Speaker Dan Hawkins, R-Wichita, speaks to fellow House members and staffers before the House's debate on a bill cutting income, sales and property taxes by $1.46 billion over three years, Tuesday, April 30, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly is expected to veto the bill, and Hawkins accuses her of "moving the goal posts on us many, many times" in negotiations. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas House Speaker Dan Hawkins, center, R-Wichita, answers questions from reporters during a news conference with other GOP legislative leaders including Senate Majority Leader Larry Alley, left, R-Winfield, and Senate President Ty Masterson, right, R-Andover, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. The leaders are frustrated that Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly appears likely to veto the Legislature's latest plan for cutting taxes. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Sens. Virgil Peck, left, R-Havana; Tom Holland, center, D-Baldwin City, and Caryn Tyson, right, R-Parker, discuss tax proposal during negotiations over a broad package of tax cuts between the House and Senate, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Lawmakers have approved a bill cutting taxes about $1.46 billion over three years, but Gov. Laura Kelly is expected to veto it. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- Kansas lawmakers approved a new, slightly smaller package of tax cuts before adjourning their annual session early Wednesday, expecting Gov. Laura Kelly to veto it and call a special legislative session to push for a plan more to her liking.
The Democratic governor and Republican-controlled Legislature agree on a good deal of policy that would save taxpayers a total of between $1.42 billion and $1.92 billion over the next three years on their income, sales and property taxes. Their remaining differences are over how the state's personal income tax is structured and whether the state can avoid future budget shortfalls if the tax cuts are worth much more than $430 million a year as of 2029.
The impasse over cutting taxes, particularly income taxes, has continued over the past 18 months. Kansas has been unable to enact major tax cuts even though its coffers are bulging with surplus revenues.

    


"Insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting a different result," Senate Minority Leader Dinah Sykes, a Lenexa Democrat, said just before senators adjourned for the year, quoting scientist Albert Einstein. "I will see you all in a couple of weeks."




Republican leaders spent Tuesday afternoon and evening revising one last tax bill after they couldn't muster the two-thirds majority necessary in the Senate on Monday to override Kelly's veto of a bill approved earlier this month that would cut taxes by $1.56 billion over the next three years. They needed 27 of 40 votes and were one short, thanks to what has become a solid bloc of the Senate's 11 Democrats and three GOP dissidents. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The governor's stance has increasingly exasperated some fellow Democrats in the House, most of whom supported both the last bill she vetoed and the one headed to her desk. The latest version of the big tax bill, one of four measures cutting taxes, would save taxpayers $1.46 billion over three years. 

    


Republican leaders said their differences with the governor amount to only a few million dollars in cuts a year.
"If we can't get a signature on this, I'm not sure what she will sign," House Taxation Committee Chair Adam Smith, a Weskan Republican, told fellow Republicans during a meeting before the House approved the big tax bill.
The votes on the bill were 108-11 in the House and 25-9 in the Senate. While five senators were absent and one passed, there's still no sense that GOP leaders can muster a two-thirds majority.
Kelly and top Republicans have agreed on eliminating state income taxes on retirees' Social Security benefits, which kick in when they earn $75,000 a year. They also agree on reducing a state property tax for schools and eliminating the state's already set-to-expire 2% sales tax on groceries six months early, on July 1.
But top Republicans began the year hoping to move Kansas from its current three personal income tax rates to a single rate. They view that as simpler and fairer, though Kelly told them in vetoing their first plan this year in January that the move would benefit the "super wealthy."

    


The plan Kelly vetoed earlier this month and the one approved late Tuesday night would move Kansas to two personal income tax rates. The highest rate, now 5.7%, would have been 5.55% under the bill Kelly vetoed and would be 5.57% under the one going to her desk.
Kelly told House Democrats earlier this month that she sees going to two personal income tax rates as a step toward the single-rate "flat" tax that she opposes. 
But she has focused far more of her criticism in recent weeks on predicting that GOP proposals would lead to budget shortfalls in five or six years. She contends they would eat away too quickly at the $4.3 billion in surplus funds the state expects to have on hand at the end of June -- equal to 41% of the state's annual general tax revenues.
"The governor has moved the goalposts on us many, many times," House Speaker Dan Hawkins, a Wichita Republican, said during the caucus before the House vote on the last big tax bill. "Quite frankly, it's on her. What we have right now is as close to what she wants as we can give her."

    


Kelly has argued that tax cuts should cost no more than $433 million during the state's 2029 budget year. The latest version of the big tax bill came in at $439 million, compared with the $469 million for the last bill Kelly vetoed. 
Legislators ended their annual session the same day the Kansas Department of Revenue reported that the state's tax collections in April exceed expectations by nearly $102 million, or almost 8%. 
"What we're arguing over is almost silly," Senate President Ty Masterson, an Andover Republican, said during a post-adjournment news conference with other GOP leaders. "In the scope of the Kansas budget, it is a fraction of a percent apart, and we're supposed to believe that one is sustainable and one is devastating."

    


But Kelly and her staff argue that Republicans' math is faulty because their figures don't include other tax bills. 
Kelly's top figure of $433 million a year for 2029 includes one of them, and when that one is added to the latest bill, its 2029 cost is $487 million, a gap of $54 million between it and Kelly's top number.
"They just want to pretend that those bills don't count towards this," her chief of staff, Will Lawrence, told reporters Tuesday evening. "She's the only one who's been responsible in that scenario."
But some lawmakers have grown weary of the back and forth. With elections for all legislative seats looming this year, they just want to confirm for their constituents that big tax cuts are coming.
"I'd much rather have a plan that she would sign than all this theater," said Rep. Ken Rahjes, an Agra Republican.
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                                        LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) -- Arkansas lawmakers on Wednesday gave final approval to new restrictions on cryptocurrency mining operations after facing backlash for limiting local governments' ability to regulate them last year. 
The majority-Republican House overwhelmingly approved the Senate-backed measures, sending them to GOP Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders' desk. The bills were among the few non-budget issues on the agenda for a legislative session lawmakers expect to wrap up Thursday.
The bills are intended to address complaints about a law passed last year on cryptocurrency mines, which are data centers requiring large amounts of computing power and electricity. Local officials and residents who live near the operations complained that last year's law interfered with addressing complaints about the mines' noise and impact on the community.

    


The measures require the facilities to apply noise-reduction techniques, and requires crypto mining businesses to get a permit from the state to operate. It also removes portions of the 2023 law that limited local governments' ability to enact measures regulating the sound decibels generated by the facilities. 




"Let's do what we can to help those who have been impacted in a negative way, and work for better solutions," Republican Rep. Rick McClure said before the vote.
Sponsors of the measure have described the bills as a stop-gap until lawmakers return for next year's regular session and take up more comprehensive changes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The legislation also prohibits businesses and individuals from several countries, including China, from owning crypto mining operations in the state. 
Democratic Rep. Andrew Collins, who voted against both bills, said he was concerned about the way that limit was worded and the impact it could have on foreign investment.
"We're casting a net that is both too wide and too narrow," Collins said during a committee hearing on the bills Tuesday. "It's going to catch people up who are totally innocent, and it's going to miss a lot of people who are either home-grown or are from countries not on this list." 

    


Lawmakers passed the legislation as the House and Senate gave initial approval to bills detailing the state's $6.3 billion budget for the coming year. Both chambers are expected to give final approval to that legislation Thursday.
Sanders plans to sign the crypto mining bills into law, her office said. 
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Voting rights advocates said Wednesday they will go to the Supreme Court in hopes of preserving a new majority Black congressional district in Louisiana for the fall elections, the latest step in a complicated legal fight that could determine the fate of political careers and the balance of power in the next Congress.
A divided panel of federal judges on Tuesday rejected a map approved in January by an unusual alliance of Republicans, who dominate the Legislature, and Democrats who want a second mostly Black -- and mostly Democratic -- congressional district. 
Republican state Attorney General Liz Murrill said she would appeal Tuesday's ruling. And a coalition of individuals and civil rights groups filed a formal notice Wednesday saying they would go to the Supreme Court. 
Jared Evans, an attorney with the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund, said that by the end of the week advocates will ask the Supreme Court to keep the new maps in place for 2024, pending further legal action. He cited the need to have district maps in place soon. State election officials have said they need to know what maps to use by May 15 for the fall elections. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


The same judicial panel that rejected the new map -- often referred to by its legislative bill number, SB8 -- set a Monday status conference to discuss what the state must do next. Evans said there are numerous options, including the appointment of a special master to draw a map or giving the Legislature another chance. But Evans said time is growing short. 




"At this point with the election six months away, the Supreme Court's going to have to step in and say SB8 can move forward or it can't," Evans said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republican Gov. Jeff Landry, meanwhile, expressed frustration with the process. 
"The constant inconsistency of the Federal Courts is remarkable and disappointing," Landry said Wednesday in Baton Rouge. "The people of Louisiana deserve better from our Federal Courts. Either the Legislature is in control of drawing a map or Federal Courts are, but they both can't be!"

    


Landry, a former attorney general, had defended a 2022 map with only one mostly Black district among six. But, ruling in a Baton Rouge-filed lawsuit, U.S. District Judge Shelly Dick blocked use of the 2022 map. She said it likely violated the federal Voting Rights Act with boundary lines that divided Black voters among five mostly white districts. The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals later gave lawmakers a deadline for coming up with a new map.
Landry, who became governor in January, urged the Legislature to draw a new map rather than leave it to the federal courts. With Landry's backing, SB8 was approved.
But a group of 12 self-identified non-African American voters filed a lawsuit in western Louisiana against the new district, which slashes across the state to link Black populations in four disparate metropolitan areas from the northwest to the southeast. They said it was drawn with race as the predominant motivation.
Two members of a three-judge panel appointed to hear that constitutional challenge sided with the plaintiffs, setting up the pending Supreme Court challenge. A third judge dissented, saying evidence showed political considerations -- including protection of the districts of House Speaker Mike Johnson and House Republican Leader Steve Scalise -- had been a major motivation. 

    


The new map sacrificed the district of Republican incumbent Garret Graves, who supported a GOP opponent of Landry in last year's governor's race. State Sen. Cleo Fields, a Black Democratic former congressman, has said he will run for the seat. 
___
Associated Press reporter Sara Cline in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, contributed to this story.
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Addressing a sharp increase in private-school grant applications, North Carolina Republicans advanced legislation on Wednesday to spend hundreds of millions of dollars now to eliminate a large waiting list this fall for Opportunity Scholarships and to permanently meet expected higher demand. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee voted for legislation that would spend another $248 million in the coming year to eliminate a waiting list of 54,900 applicants who otherwise would receive money to attend private or religious K-12 schools. 
Republicans from both chambers said before the legislative session began last week that finding a way to eliminate the wait list was a top priority. They said that parents counted on the program to help their children succeed if an alternative to public schools was best for them. 
"The urgency of all this is really because these families have to make decisions," said Sen. Michael Lee, a New Hanover County Republican and longtime school choice advocate, told committee members. 

    


GOP lawmakers dramatically expanded the program last year by doing away with income eligibility caps that had limited the scholarships, sometimes known as vouchers, to low-income and more recently some middle-income families. Now any family can qualify, even the wealthiest income earners among those on the wait list.




The GOP-dominated legislature, which considers the program initially approved a decade ago one of its milestone policies, already has approved increasing state funds annually for it through the early 2030s for the expansion. For the coming year's scholarships, the state allocated $293.5 million.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But it wasn't enough. More than 32,500 students received scholarships this school year. But the end of both income limits and another key qualification resulted in a six-fold increase of 72,000 new applicants. That doesn't include current recipients who were first in line to accept scholarships for the 2024-2025 school year. 

    


Without additional funds, the agency that administers the program announced last month that families who make above a certain amount -- like families of four making over $115,440 annually -- wouldn't receive any awards. And only some families in a lower income tier -- like families of four making above $57,720 -- would receive an award. 
The proposal also would increase scheduled spending allocated for the 2025-2026 school year for the program of $384.5 million by another $215.5 million. Similar adjustments would be permanent moving forward. 
Senate Democrats on Wednesday criticized the proposed spending while they say public schools -- which still educate most of the state's children -- could use money to boost teacher salaries further, hire more school nurses and social workers and comply with longstanding education spending litigation. 
"Why is this your urgent priority to provide welfare for the wealthiest families who are in most cases already affording to send their children to their private school ... when we have so many other unmet needs, particularly related to education?" Sen. Natasha Marcus, a Mecklenburg County Democrat, asked Lee. 

    


Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper released a proposed state budget last week that would block further expansion of the program until he says public schools are fully funded. 
Republicans came to Lee's defense, saying middle-class families with two parents who work, such as in government fields, deserve the assistance.
"These are hardworking American families who are desperate for a ... better fit for their child versus what they see in their school attendance zone," said Sen. Amy Galey, an Alamance County Republican. 
Scholarships for the coming year would range from up to $7,468 for the tier of the lowest-income families to $3,360 for families in the highest income level. 
The legislation also would spend $24.7 million more annually to do away with a waiting list of about 2,000 students for Education Student Accounts, which provides public funds for students with disabilities to attend private schools or receive services. The state expects additional tax collections through mid-2025 to help pay for the measure.

    


The bill, now set for a Thursday floor vote in the Senate, also must receive full House approval for it go to Cooper's desk. Republicans hold narrow veto-proof majorities in the House and Senate that would override any Cooper veto on the vouchers issue. 
The pro-school choice Parents for Educational Freedom in North Carolina urged quick action. "Senate leaders once again empowered parents to use their educational dollars as they best see fit," group President Mike Long in a statement.
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    [image: Alabama lawmakers are shown architectural drawings of what a new Alabama Statehouse will look like when it is complete in 2027 during a meeting of the Alabama Legislative Council in Montgomery, Ala. on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. The project also includes a new parking deck and a green space where the current building is located (AP Photo/Kim Chandler)]
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- The construction of a new Alabama Statehouse, now underway in Montgomery, and related projects such as a parking deck and new green space will cost about $400 million, a price tag that matches initial projections, lawmakers were told Wednesday.
The Alabama Legislative Council, a 20-member panel comprised of legislative leaders and their appointees, approved the construction of the new Statehouse last year. The panel was given an update on the project on Wednesday.. 
Othni J. Lathram, director of the Legislative Services Agency, told lawmakers that construction of the new Statehouse building will cost about $300 million to $325 million. The related projects, which include a parking deck, a green space, a new voting system, the demolition of the old building and drainage improvements, will add another $75 million to $100 million to the project's cost. 

    


Lathram said the cost estimates are "on track" with initial projections.
"I think our goal was to have a $400 million total budget on the entire project and we're still trending very much in that direction," Lathram said. 




Lathram said the goal is to have lawmakers in the new building for the 2027 organizational session. 
The Retirement Systems of Alabama, which has built several office buildings in downtown Montgomery that other public entities use, oversees the design and construction. The new Statehouse will be sold or leased to the Alabama Legislature.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new Statehouse is currently under construction behind the current building. The old building will be demolished and replaced with a park-like area. A parking deck will be built in a parking lot beside the current Statehouse. 
Lawmakers once met at the Alabama State Capitol, which also houses the governor's office. But they moved into the current building in 1985 when the Capitol underwent renovations. Legislators opted not to return to the Capitol when the renovations were complete. 
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    [image: FILE - This artist depiction shows Massachusetts Air National Guardsman Jack Teixeira, right, appearing in U.S. District Court in Boston, April 14, 2023. Teixeira, who pleaded guilty to federal criminal charges for leaking highly classified military documents about the war in Ukraine and other national security secrets, will face a military justice proceeding in May 2024. (Margaret Small via AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - This artist depiction shows Massachusetts Air National Guardsman Jack Teixeira, right, appearing in U.S. District Court in Boston, April 14, 2023. Teixeira, who pleaded guilty to federal criminal charges for leaking highly classified military documents about the war in Ukraine and other national security secrets, will face a military justice proceeding in May 2024. (Margaret Small via AP, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By LOLITA C. BALDOR

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Massachusetts Air National Guard member Jack Teixeira, who pleaded guilty to federal criminal charges for leaking highly classified military documents about the war in Ukraine and other national security secrets, will face a military justice proceeding later this month, officials said Wednesday.
Teixeira, of North Dighton, Massachusetts, faces two charges in the military justice system, including obstructing justice and failing to obey a lawful order, Air Force officials said. Prosecutors will present evidence during the military proceeding on May 14 at Hanscom Air Force Base in Massachusetts. The case could then move to a court-martial, if it's determined that there's sufficient evidence of the charges.
The military proceeding comes nearly two months after Teixeira pleaded guilty in federal court to six counts of willful retention and transmission of national defense information under the Espionage Act. That was close to a year after he was arrested in the most consequential national security leak in years. 

    


In court, he admitted illegally collecting some of the nation's most sensitive secrets and sharing them with other users on Discord, a social media platform popular with people playing online games. 




Teixeira, who was part of the 102nd Intelligence Wing at Otis Air National Guard Base in Massachusetts, worked as a cyber transport systems specialist, essentially an information technology specialist responsible for military communications networks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A spokesperson for Teixeira's family said they had no comment Wednesday and his attorneys in his criminal case didn't immediately respond to an email.
The stunning security breach raised alarm over America's ability to protect its most closely guarded secrets and forced the Biden administration to scramble to try to contain diplomatic and military fallout. The leaks embarrassed the Pentagon, which tightened controls to safeguard classified information and disciplined members found to have intentionally failed to take required action about Teixeira's suspicious behavior.

    


Authorities said he first typed out classified documents he accessed and then began sharing photographs of files that bore SECRET and TOP SECRET markings. Prosecutors also said he tried to cover his tracks before his arrest, and authorities found a smashed tablet, laptop and Xbox gaming console in a dumpster at his house. 
The leak exposed to the world unvarnished secret assessments of Russia's war in Ukraine, including information about troop movements in Ukraine and the provision of supplies and equipment to Ukrainian troops. Teixeira also admitted posting information about a U.S. adversary's plans to harm U.S. forces serving overseas.
__
Associated Press writers Alanna Durkin Richer and Michael Balsamo contributed to this report. 
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    [image: In this photo provided by Joni Wickham, advocates hoping to raise Missouri's minimum wage to $15 an hour turned in voter signatures Wednesday, May 1, 2024, to the Secretary of State's Office in Jefferson City, Mo. Campaigns need more than 100,000 valid voter signatures to put proposed changes to Missouri law before voters. (Joni Wickham via AP)]
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri voters on Wednesday got a step closer to getting to decide whether to raise the state's minimum wage to $15 an hour, after a group behind the effort said it turned in nearly double the required number of signatures.
The ballot measure backed by Missouri Jobs with Justice would raise the minimum wage from its current $12.30 an hour to $13.75 an hour next year and then to $15 an hour in 2026. 
Citizen-driven amendments to Missouri law require more than 100,000 voter signatures to get on the ballot, and Missouri Jobs with Justice said it submitted about 210,000. Republican Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft's office must next determine if at least 115,000 or so are valid.
"We feel confident that voters will have an opportunity to pass this important initiative this fall," Caitlyn Adams, executive director of Missouri Jobs with Justice Voter Action, said in a statement.

    


Missouri voters historically have supported minimum wage hikes. 
After the Republican-led Legislature in 2017 blocked St. Louis and Kansas City from raising wages in those cities, voters in 2018 approved a statewide minimum wage hike. 




Under that plan, the wage floor -- then $7.85 an hour -- rose by 85 cents per year until it hit $12 in 2023. Pay rose again this year because of automatic increases tied to inflation. 
The latest proposal also includes a requirement that workers get paid sick leave. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Employees currently not guaranteed sick days would earn an hour of paid leave for every 30 hours worked under the measure. 
Businesses with fewer employees would be required to allow a minimum of five paid sick days per year, and larger companies would be required to offer at least seven paid sick days.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/minimum-wage-missouri-sick-leave-98ac298c0beaa1f294e81de7cb1f81e5



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    West Virginia GOP County Commissioners removed from office after arrest for skipping meetings | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



West Virginia GOP County Commissioners removed from office after arrest for skipping meetings

                            

                            

                            
                                By LEAH WILLINGHAM

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A three-judge panel ordered Wednesday that two county commissioners in West Virginia's Eastern Panhandle be removed from office over a month after they were arrested for purposefully jilting their duties by skipping public meetings.
Circuit Court Judges Joseph K. Reeder of Putnam County, Jason A. Wharton of Wirt and Wood Counties and Perri Jo DeChristopher of Monongalia County wrote in a written decision that Jefferson County Commissioners Jennifer Krouse and Tricia Jackson "engaged in a pattern of conducted that amounted to the deliberate, wilful and intentional refusal to perform their duties." 
Krouse and Jackson -- who is also a Republican candidate for state auditor -- were arrested in March and arraigned in Jefferson County Magistrate Court on 42 misdemeanor charges ranging from failure to perform official duties to conspiracy to commit a crime against the state. The petition to remove the two women from office was filed in November by the Jefferson County prosecutor's office, and the three-judge panel heard the case in late March. 

    


Neither Krouse or Jackson responded to emails from The Associated Press requesting comment.




In a public Facebook post, Jackson said she is working with an attorney to appeal the decision and that she is still running for state auditor. 
"An election has been overturned and the will of the people has been subverted," Jackson wrote. "I have no intention of surrendering and plan to challenge this unjust decision every step of the way."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The matter stems from seven missed meetings in late 2023, which State Police asserted in court documents related to the criminal case that Krouse and Jackson skipped to protest candidates selected to replace a commissioner who resigned. They felt the candidates were not "actual conservatives," among other grievances, according to a criminal complaint. 

    


The complaint asserted that between Sept. 21 and Nov. 16, 2023, Krouse and Jackson's absences prevented the commission from conducting regular business, leaving it unable to fill 911 dispatch positions, approve a $150,000 grant for victim advocates in the prosecuting attorney's office and a $50,000 grant for court house renovations. 
The county lost out on the court house improvement grant because the commission needs to approve expenses over $5,000. 
Both Jackson and Krouse continued to receive benefits and paychecks despite the missed meetings. They began returning after a Jefferson County Circuit Court order. 
Krouse took office in January 2023, and Jackson in 2021.
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    [image: FILE - Chester County, Pa., election workers process mail-in and absentee ballots at West Chester University in West Chester, Pa., Nov. 4, 2020. Pennsylvania's House of Representatives on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, approved a bill long-sought by counties seeking help to manage huge influxes of mail-in ballots during elections in the presidential battleground state and to avoid a repeat of 2020's drawn-out vote count. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Pennsylvania's House of Representatives on Wednesday approved a bill long sought by counties seeking help to manage huge influxes of mail-in ballots during elections in the presidential battleground state and to avoid a repeat of 2020's drawn-out vote count.
The bill comes barely six months before Pennsylvania could play a decisive role in selecting the next president in November's election between Democratic President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump, a Republican.
The bill passed on party lines, 102-99, as Democrats backed it and Republicans opposed it, warning that it would open the door to fraud. Gov. Josh Shapiro, a Democrat, supports the bill, and on Wednesday issued a statement urging the Senate to pass it. But it faces long odds in the Republican-controlled chamber.
Under the bill, county election workers could begin processing ballots up to seven days before Election Day. 

    


Counties have sought that kind of a provision for years, even before 2020's presidential election, to give them more time to process mail-in ballots and avoid a drawn-out post-election count.




Nearly every state allows time before Election Day for workers to process mail-in ballots. Currently, Pennsylvania doesn't let counties begin processing mail-in ballots before Election Day. 
The County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania backed the bill, saying that having more time to process mail-in ballots before polls close -- called "precanvassing" -- will help them manage the workload and ensure quicker results.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This simple change would significantly improve election administration without compromising ballot security," Lisa Schaefer, the association's executive director, said in a statement.
Schaefer asked the Senate to quickly advance the bill to Shapiro so that it can be implemented for November's general election.
But Senate GOP Majority Leader Joe Pittman insisted Wednesday that Pennsylvania must toughen voter identification requirements as a companion to any legislation on election administration -- a demand Republicans have made since 2021.

    


Democrats have opposed such a change, saying there is scant record of in-person voting fraud and that it will only prevent some registered voters from voting.
A surge in mail-in ballots in 2020's presidential election shined a spotlight on Pennsylvania's requirement after it took four days of counting for news agencies to project Biden as the winner of Pennsylvania, giving him the electoral votes necessary to win the White House.
However, Trump and his allies tried to exploit the days it took after polls closed to tabulate the millions of mail-in ballots to spread baseless conspiracy theories and cast doubt on the legitimacy of the election. 
Republicans revived those claims during Wednesday's nearly hourlong floor debate.
"Under this legislation, they'll take votes from anyone, anytime, anywhere, legal or not," Rep. Martina White, a Republican from Philadelphia, said during floor debate.
One Republican lawmaker referred back to baseless claims that partisans in Philadelphia, a Democratic bastion, shut down vote-counting to falsify enough mail-in ballots for Biden after polls closed to overcome Trump's advantage among those voting in-person at polling places.

    


"This vote will take us back in the days where cities close with one leader for president and opened again with another," said Rep. Eric Nelson, a Republican from Westmoreland.
House Majority Leader Matt Bradford, a Democrat from Montgomery, said it is shameless to suggest that the legislation is partisan and that lawmakers should pass it to help guarantee a timely and accurate election result while avoiding a repeat of 2020.
"This is simply about giving people a timely result in an election so we don't have what we had in 2020," Bradford said during floor debate. "The mindless conspiracies. The election denialism. I've heard so much over the last 20 minutes of debate that remind me so much of the horrible months that followed the November 2020 election."

    


In 2020, 2.65 million ballots were cast by mail in Pennsylvania, the nation's fifth-most populous state, or almost 40% of the total. 
Republicans have been hostile toward mail-in voting since Trump in early 2020 began baselessly smearing it as rife with fraud. 
At least partly as a result, the majority of mail-in ballots -- usually about 70% -- are cast by registered Democrats in Pennsylvania and the majority of in-person voting on Election Day is done by registered Republicans.
In the days and weeks after 2020's election, Trump and his allies filed lawsuits to try to throw out mail-in ballots and keep Trump in power by overturning Biden's victory in Pennsylvania. 
Republicans have repeatedly gone to court since then to try to invalidate Pennsylvania's mail-in voting law. 
___
Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter. 
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    [image: FILE - A maintenance worker walks past the company logo on the side of a locomotive in the Union Pacific Railroad fueling yard in north Denver, Oct. 18, 2006. Federal regulators say Union Pacific managers undermined their efforts to assess safety at the railroad in the wake of several high-profile derailments across the industry by coaching employees on how to respond and suggesting they might be disciplined. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - A maintenance worker walks past the company logo on the side of a locomotive in the Union Pacific Railroad fueling yard in north Denver, Oct. 18, 2006. Federal regulators say Union Pacific managers undermined their efforts to assess safety at the railroad in the wake of several high-profile derailments across the industry by coaching employees on how to respond and suggesting they might be disciplined. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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                                        OMAHA, Neb. (AP) -- Union Pacific managers undermined the U.S. government's efforts to assess safety at the railroad in the wake of several high-profile derailments across the industry by coaching employees on how to respond and suggesting they might be disciplined, federal regulators say.
The meddling was so widespread across Union Pacific's 23-state network that the Federal Railroad Administration had no choice but to suspend its safety assessment of the company, the agency's chief safety officer, Karl Alexy, told Union Pacific executives in a letter dated last week that labor groups posted online Tuesday. 
The company indicated Wednesday that the issue was limited to one department. Its president told FRA in a response letter that Union Pacific"did not intend to influence or impede the assessment in any way." 
The agency launched safety assessments of all major railroads in the U.S. at the urging of congressional leaders after Norfolk Southern's disastrous February 2023 derailment in eastern Ohio, and the episode with Union Pacific may prompt lawmakers to finally act on stalled railroad safety reforms.

    


"FRA has discovered that numerous employees were coached to provide specific responses to FRA questions if they were approached for a safety culture interview," Alexy wrote. "Reports of this coaching span the UPRR (Union Pacific railroad) system and railroad crafts. FRA has also encountered reluctance to participate in field interviews from employees who cite intimidation or fear of retaliation." 




The chief of safety at the nation's largest rail union, Jared Cassity, noted that the FRA is so small that it must rely on the railroads to police themselves and report safety issues.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"To think that a company the size of a Union Pacific is willing to go to great lengths to intimidate and harass their employees, so that they're not honest in their assessment of a company's safety culture. That begs the question of what else are you covering up?" said Cassity, who is with the International Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and Transportation Workers' Transportation Division, also known as SMART-TD.

    


A Union Pacific spokeswoman said the railroad believes regulators' concerns center on a message that one manager sent out to employees in his department across the railroad with a copy of the questions FRA planned to ask to help prepare them for an interview.
"The steps we took were intended to help, not hinder, and were taken to educate and prepare our team for the assessment ethically and compliantly," Union Pacific President Beth Whited said in a response letter to the FRA on Tuesday. "We apologize for any confusion those efforts caused."
Last year, the FRA found a slew of defects in Union Pacific's locomotives and railcars after sending out a team of inspectors, and the agency is still working to nail down what caused a railcar to explode in the railroad's massive railyard in western Nebraska.
Democratic Ohio Sen. Sherrod Brown, who cosponsored the bipartisan railroad safety bill after the East Palestine derailment, called Union Pacific's meddling "unacceptable."

    


"The big railroads keep fighting efforts to improve safety," Brown said. "We need much stronger tools to stop railroad executives from putting their own profits and greed ahead of basic safety."
Brown pledged to fight for a vote in the Senate soon on the bill that would set standards for trackside detectors and inspections that are supposed to catch problems before they can cause a derailment along with other changes. The House has yet to take up a railroad safety bill because Republican leaders wanted to wait until after the National Transportation Safety Board's final report on the East Palestine derailment that's expected in late June. 
Whited told the Federal Railroad Administration that Union Pacific plans to launch an internal safety assessment this month, as the agency suggested, because "our goal is to be the safest railroad in North America, a place we know we can get to even more quickly with the FRA's assistance. "
But Cassity said he doubts an internal survey would be accurate because many Union Pacific workers are afraid to speak out about safety concerns. He said the prevailing attitude seems to be "move the freight at any cost," making another major derailment all the more likely.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House passed legislation Wednesday that would establish a broader definition of antisemitism for the Department of Education to enforce anti-discrimination laws, the latest response from lawmakers to a nationwide student protest movement over the Israel-Hamas war. 
The proposal, which passed 320-91 with some bipartisan support, would codify the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance's definition of antisemitism in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, a federal anti-discrimination law that bars discrimination based on shared ancestry, ethnic characteristics or national origin. It now goes to the Senate where its fate is uncertain. 
Action on the bill was just the latest reverberation in Congress from the protest movement that has swept university campuses. Republicans in Congress have denounced the protests and demanded action to stop them, thrusting university officials into the center of the charged political debate over Israel's conduct of the war in Gaza. More than 33,000 Palestinians have been killed since the war was launched in October, after Hamas staged a deadly terrorist attack against Israeli civilians.

    


If passed by the Senate and signed into law, the bill would broaden the legal definition of antisemitism to include the "targeting of the state of Israel, conceived as a Jewish collectivity." Critics say the move would have a chilling effect on free speech throughout college campuses. 




"Speech that is critical of Israel alone does not constitute unlawful discrimination," Rep. Jerry Nadler, D-N.Y., said during a hearing Tuesday. "By encompassing purely political speech about Israel into Title VI's ambit, the bill sweeps too broadly." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Advocates of the proposal say it would provide a much-needed, consistent framework for the Department of Education to police and investigate the rising cases of discrimination and harassment targeted toward Jewish students.

    


"It is long past time that Congress act to protect Jewish Americans from the scourge of antisemitism on campuses around the country," Rep. Russell Fry, R-S.C., said Tuesday.
The expanded definition of antisemitism was first adopted in 2016 by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, an intergovernmental group that includes the United States and European Union states, and has been embraced by the State Department under the past three presidential administrations, including Joe Biden's
Previous bipartisan efforts to codify it into law have failed. But the Oct. 7 terrorist attack by Hamas militants in Israel and the subsequent war in Gaza have reignited efforts to target incidents of antisemitism on college campuses. 
Separately, Speaker Mike Johnson announced Tuesday that several House committees will be tasked with a wide probe that ultimately threatens to withhold federal research grants and other government support for universities, placing another pressure point on campus administrators who are struggling to manage pro-Palestinian encampments, allegations of discrimination against Jewish students and questions of how they are integrating free speech and campus safety.

    


The House investigation follows several high-profile hearings that helped precipitate the resignations of presidents at Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania. And House Republicans promised more scrutiny, saying they were calling on the administrators of Yale, UCLA and the University of Michigan to testify next month.
The House Oversight Committee took it one step further Wednesday, sending a small delegation of Republican members to an encampment at nearby George Washington University in the District of Columbia. GOP lawmakers spent the short visit criticizing the protests and Mayor Muriel Bowser's refusal to send in the Metropolitan Police Department to disperse the demonstrators. 
Bowser on Monday confirmed that the city and the district's police department had declined the university's request to intervene. "We did not have any violence to interrupt on the GW campus," Bowser said, adding that police chief Pamela Smith made the ultimate decision. "This is Washington, D.C., and we are, by design, a place where people come to address the government and their grievances with the government."

    


It all comes at a time when college campuses and the federal government are struggling to define exactly where political speech crosses into antisemitism. Dozens of U.S. universities and schools face civil rights investigations by the Education Department over allegations of antisemitism and Islamophobia.
Among the questions campus leaders have struggled to answer is whether phrases like "from the river to the sea, Palestine will be free" should be considered under the definition of antisemitism.
The proposed definition faced strong opposition from several Democratic lawmakers, Jewish organizations as well as free speech advocates. 

    


In a letter sent to lawmakers Friday, the American Civil Liberties Union urged members to vote against the legislation, saying federal law already prohibits antisemitic discrimination and harassment. 
"H.R. 6090 is therefore not needed to protect against antisemitic discrimination; instead, it would likely chill free speech of students on college campuses by incorrectly equating criticism of the Israeli government with antisemitism," the letter stated. 
Jeremy Ben-Ami, president of the centrist pro-Israel group J Street, said his organization opposes the bipartisan proposal because he sees it as an "unserious" effort led by Republicans "to continually force votes that divide the Democratic caucus on an issue that shouldn't be turned into a political football."
___
Associated Press writers Ashraf Khalil, Collin Binkley and Stephen Groves contributed to this report. 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump will speak at the Libertarian National Convention in Washington, D.C. later this month as he tries to woo voters beyond the Republican base and avoid losing support to independent candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
"Libertarians are some of the most independent and thoughtful thinkers in our Country, and I am honored to join them in Washington, DC, later this month," Trump said in a statement issued Wednesday. "We must all work together to help advance freedom and liberty for every American, and a second Trump Administration will achieve that goal."
He went on to make the case that, "If Libertarians join me and the Republican Party, where we have many Libertarian views, the election won't even be close. We cannot have another four years of death, destruction, and incompetence. WE WILL WORK TOGETHER AND WIN!" 

    


The event comes as Trump's campaign has ramped up its attacks against Kennedy, who is running as an independent against Trump and President Joe Biden after dropping his Democratic primary bid. Kennedy has appealed to disaffected Democrats and Republicans looking for an alternative to the pending rematch of the 2020 election. 




Kennedy has talked up his support for the Libertarian Party, telling CNN in January that he had a "really good relationship" with the party. A Kennedy alliance with the Libertarian Party could expedite his effort to gain ballot access in all 50 states, including battlegrounds that tiny margins could decide in November, though Kennedy told ABC last month that he didn't plan to run on the Libertarian ticket. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Wednesday, the primary super PAC supporting Trump blasted out an old video clip of Kennedy that appeared to show him criticizing red states. "RFK hates you!" they wrote on X, formerly Twitter. Kennedy's campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

    


While Trump has insisted publicly that he believes Kennedy's candidacy hurts him less than it does Biden, he has been lacing into him in interviews and on his social media platform.
"RFK Jr. is the most Radical Left Candidate in the race, by far," he wrote last month on Truth Social, calling Kennedy "a big fan of the Green New Scam, and other economy killing disasters."
Trump campaign aides also went after him on social media Wednesday, calling him "a radical leftist lunatic," and charging that, "Any 'conservative' or 'Republican' letting this left-wing lunatic come on their platform to whitewash his decades of far-left liberal positions & activism are aiding and abetting Joe Biden."
The Libertarian Party said in a release announcing the speech that they will share a list of their top ten issues with Trump ahead of the convention, "hoping to make an impact on the policy positions of a past, and possibly future, President."
"For 50 years, we've been trying to get our candidates on the main stage with major party POTUS candidates and we've finally succeeded in bringing one to our stage," said Angela McArdle, the party's chair, in a statement. "We will do everything in our power to use this incredible opportunity to advance the message of liberty."
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[image: Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson attends a news conference with other Republican legislative leaders, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Masterson didn't bring a proposal to help the Kansas City Chiefs and Kansas City Royals finance new stadiums in Kansas because of the opposition the idea faced. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson, right, R-Andover, confers with his communications director Mike Pirner during a break in the Senate's session, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Lawmakers have adjourned their annual session without voting on a proposal to help the Kansas City Chiefs and Kansas City Royals finance new stadiums in Kansas. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson, right, R-Andover, speaks during a news conference with other Republican leaders, with House Speaker Dan Hawkins, left, R-Wichita, watching, following the Legislature's adjournment of its annual session, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Some lawmakers hope to lure the Kansas City Chiefs and Kansas City Royals to Kansas with a plan to help them finance new stadiums. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- Some Kansas lawmakers see a chance to lure Kansas City's two biggest professional sports teams across the Missouri border. But an effort to help the Super Bowl champion Chiefs and Major League Baseball's Royals finance new stadiums in Kansas fizzed over concerns about how it might look to taxpayers. 
Members of the Republican-controlled Legislature pushed a bill Tuesday that would have allowed Kansas officials to authorize at least $1 billion in bonds to cover the entire cost of building each new stadium, paying the debt off with tax revenues generated in the area over 30 years. But GOP leaders didn't bring it up for a vote before lawmakers adjourned their annual session early Wednesday.
Some critics derided the plan as corporate welfare. Others were receptive but didn't want to pass the proposal until the Legislature approved a broad package of tax cuts for their constituents that Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly would sign -- which didn't happen either.

    


Legislators' work on a plan began in earnest behind the scenes after voters on the Missouri side of the Kansas City metropolitan area decisively refused earlier this month to extend a local sales tax used to keep up the complex housing the Chiefs' Arrowhead Stadium and the Royals' Kauffman Stadium for more than 50 years. 




The bill's biggest champion, Kansas House Commerce Committee Chair Sean Tarwater, a Kansas City-area Republican, said supporters want to give the two professional sports teams another option should they contemplate leaving Kansas City, which he said would be devastating to both states. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You miss 100% of the shots you don't take," Tarwater said. "We need them to stay in the metroplex."
The idea isn't dead yet. 
Kelly and her staff signaled Tuesday that she is likely to veto the last tax package lawmakers approved, cutting income, sales and property taxes by a total of almost $1.5 billion over the next three years. Lawmakers expect Kelly to call a special session of the Legislature to try to get lawmakers to pass a tax plan that she'll accept -- and they could consider the stadium financing proposal then.

    


 "We just need a little time on it -- we'll be OK," said Senate President Ty Masterson, a Wichita Republican. "I mean, we're serious about trying to incentivize the Chiefs to come our direction."
Missouri Gov. Mike Parson told KSHB-TV in Kansas City on Tuesday that his administration would do everything that it can to keep the Chiefs and Royals in Missouri. His state's lawmakers are in session through May 17.
"We got time to try to work on some ways to try to see what we can do to help with keeping them here, and that's our main goal," Parson said.
The Kansas proposal would allow the bonds to finance 100% of the construction of each of two new professional sports stadiums with at least 30,000 seats. State and local officials would have a year to sign off, and the teams would be on the hook if local tax revenues weren't enough to pay off the bonds. 
"It was just a concern of running it before we gave real tax relief to our constituents -- kind of that juxtaposed look of what appears to be corporate welfare before you're getting tax relief to the people," Masterson said after deciding against having a Senate vote. 

    


Before the local sales tax vote in Missouri, the Chiefs wanted to use their share of the revenues to help pay for an $800 million renovation of Arrowhead. The Royals planned to use their share to help finance a new, $2 billion-plus ballpark district that would be part of a larger nationwide wave of sports construction.
The current lease lease on the two teams' complex lasts through Jan. 31, 2031. Royals owner John Sherman has said the Royals will not play at Kauffman Stadium beyond the 2030 season, the Chiefs are hopeful of remaining at Arrowhead Stadium.
"We'll be in a situation where we go back to the drawing board," Chiefs owner Clark Hunt told reporters last week. "I do feel very much a sense of urgency, and we will approach it from a broader perspective going forward."

    


Backers argue that the Kansas plan is ideal because the money to pay off the bonds would come from new sales and alcohol taxes generated only when the area around each stadium develops. Also, professional players will have to pay income taxes to Kansas on the portion of their earnings made at the stadiums in Kansas. 
But Americans for Prosperity-Kansas, a small-government, low-tax group that has long opposed the use of such bonds, also opposed the stadium financing proposal. The group is influential with Republicans and told lawmakers it would consider their votes in evaluating their records. 
Critics have long argued that allowing the bonds to finance big projects represents the state picking economic winners and losers instead of the free market. The same kind of bonds have financed multiple projects, including NASCAR's Kansas Speedway in Kansas City, Kansas.

    


One northeastern Kansas lawmaker, Democratic Sen. Tom Holland, called the stadium proposal "economic development for millionaires." He added that it's "total foolishness" to have taxpayers subsidize the stadiums -- either through taxes they pay when they visit or because the state forgoes revenues that would flow into its coffers. 
Another northeastern Kansas lawmaker, conservative GOP Sen. Dennis Pyle, said: "We've got a lot of priorities in Kansas, and I'm not sure that's one of them."
Other lawmakers were critical because the Legislature had no public hearings or debates before three senators and three House members met in public this week to hash out the details of the proposal.
"As much as I would love to see the Chiefs and the Royals both come to Kansas, this is a very large expenditure of tax money that merits careful consideration, not a last minute scheme," said Democratic state Rep. John Carmichael, of Wichita.
___
Skretta reported from Kansas City, Missouri.
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                                        LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) -- Twenty-six Republican attorneys general filed lawsuits Wednesday challenging a new Biden administration rule requiring firearms dealers across the United States to run background checks on buyers at gun shows and other places outside brick-and-mortar stores.
The lawsuits filed in federal court in Arkansas, Florida and Texas are seeking to block enforcement of the rule announced last month, which aims to close a loophole that has allowed tens of thousands of guns to be sold every year by unlicensed dealers who do not perform background checks to ensure the potential buyer is not legally prohibited from having a firearm.
The lawsuit argues the new rule violates the Second Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and that Democratic President Joe Biden doesn't have the authority to implement it.
"Congress has never passed into law the ATF's dramatic new expansion of firearms dealer license requirements, and President Biden cannot unilaterally impose them," Arkansas Attorney General Tim Griffin said in a statement. "This lawsuit is just the latest instance of my colleagues in other states and me having to remind the President that he must follow the law."

    


The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Department of Justice declined to comment on the lawsuit. Biden administration officials have said they are confident the rule, which drew more than 380,000 public comments, would withstand lawsuits.




As the 2024 presidential campaign heats up, the lawsuit and potential court battle to follow could animate both sides -- GOP voters who want fewer restrictions on guns and Democrats who want more restrictions on types of firearms and access to them.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden has made curtailing gun violence a major part of his administration and reelection campaign as the nation struggles with ever-increasing mass shootings and other killings. He created the White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention, overseen by Vice President Kamala Harris, and has urged Congress to ban so-called assault weapons -- a political term to describe a group of high-powered guns or semi-automatic long rifles, like an AR-15, that can fire 30 rounds fast without reloading. Such a ban was something Democrats shied from even just a few years ago.

    


Gun control advocates have long pushed for closing the so-called gun show loophole and have praised the new rule on background checks.
"If we don't update our national system by closing these loopholes, there is no telling how many more Americans we will lose to gun violence," said Kris Brown, president of the gun control group Brady. "Brady will do everything in our power to defend this rule because we know it brings us closer to a future free from gun violence."
___
Associated Press writers Alanna Durkin Richer and Colleen Long in Washington contributed to this report.
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    [image: The White House is photographed from Lafayette Park on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Washington. The White House has a new curator and Donna Hayashi Smith is the first Asian American to hold the post. Hayashi Smith had been serving in an acting capacity since last year. She will oversee the care of thousands of artifacts in the White House collection, cataloguing and preserving everything from presidential portraits to furniture to the china place settings. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The White House has a new curator and Donna Hayashi Smith is the first Asian American to hold the post. 
The White House announced her appointment Wednesday, the start of Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. 
Originally from Wahiawa, Hawaii, Hayashi Smith joined the White House curator's office in 1995 and has now served under five presidents. She had been serving in an acting capacity since last year after the retirement of her predecessor, Lydia Tederick. 
As curator, Hayashi Smith will oversee the care of thousands of artifacts in the White House collection, cataloguing and preserving everything from presidential portraits to furniture and more.
Hayashi Smith led the curator's office through a process in 2022 to ensure that the White House continues to be recognized nationally as an accredited museum. 
First lady Jill Biden cited Hayashi Smith's service under five presidential administrations and said she looked forward to working with her to preserve the White House's "living history."
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[image: President Joe Biden walks to Marine One for departure from the South Lawn of the White House, Tuesday, April 30, 2024, in Washington. Biden is headed to Delaware. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration is weighing measures to help Palestinians living in the United States who want to bring family from the war-torn region.
"We are constantly evaluating policy proposals to further support Palestinians who are family members of American citizens and may want to come to the United States," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Wednesday.
Jean-Pierre said discussions were underway but had no further details on how procedures might work. The new measures would help those who are legal permanent residents or U.S. citizens and who have family in the region.
It's difficult right now for anyone to get out of the Gaza Strip as the Israel-Hamas war continues, and more than 34,000 Palestinians have been killed, according to local health officials, around two-thirds of them children and women.

    


The discussion comes as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has maintained that Israel will move forward with a major military operation in the southern Gaza city of Rafah even as the Biden administration has warned that such action would be catastrophic. 
An estimated 1.5 million people--more than half of Gaza--have taken shelter in Rafah as the war shows no signs of ending.




If the U.S. were to move forward with some sort of measure to help the families of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, it would likely require coordination with Egypt. Early in the war, hundreds of Americans -- as well as other foreign nationals trapped in Gaza -- were able to escape via the Rafah border crossing with Egypt, which opened the crossing with some trepidation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Egypt as well as other Arab nations worry that an Israeli offensive could lead to a displacement of Palestinians into Sinai, a scenario it views as unacceptable.
For Palestinians already in the U.S., the Biden administration has already agreed to what's known as "deferred enforced departure," an authority used at a president's discretion.
The directive signed by Biden last month effectively allows Palestinian immigrants who would otherwise have to leave the United States to stay without the threat of deportation for at least 18 months.
___
Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani contributed to this report.
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- South Carolina's Senate is debating a ban on gender-affirming care for transgender minors with just days left in a 2024 session where they have largely avoided social hot-button issues.
The bill, passed by the state House in January during the General Assembly's opening days, would bar health professionals from performing gender-transition surgeries, prescribing puberty blockers and overseeing hormone treatments for patients under 18.
School principals or vice principals would have to notify parents or guardians if a child wanted to use a name other than their legal one, or a nickname or pronouns that did not match their sex assigned at birth.
Sen. Richard Cash started debate on the bill on Wednesday by asking the Senate to approve it. "We are talking about a serious subject. Nobody is taking this lightly," the Republican from Powdersville said.

    


The bill's passage seemed likely. 
The Senate has 30 Republicans, 15 Democrats and one independent. Democrats last week did not force an on-the-record vote when the proposal would have needed two-thirds approval to move to the top of the list of bills to be taken up. After about an hour of debate, the Senate adjourned to likely take up the issue again Thursday.




The bill also would prevent people from using Medicaid to cover the costs of gender-affirming care.
Doctors and parents testified before committees in both the House and Senate that people younger than 18 do not receive gender-transition surgeries in South Carolina and hormone treatments begin only after extensive consultation with health professionals.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They said the treatments can be lifesaving, allowing young transgender people to live more fulfilling lives. Research has shown that transgender youth and adults are prone to stress, depression and suicidal behavior when forced to live as the sex they were assigned at birth.

    


That testimony was most important to Brent Cox, who was waiting to talk to a lawmaker in the Statehouse lobby Wednesday in a "Protect Trans Youth" T-shirt. He said his heart breaks for the way children are treated when they may be dealing with transgender or LGBTQ+ issues but this issue was especially galling because lawmakers were going against doctors.
"I think people who are unqualified when it comes to medical decisions need to consult with their physicians, just like people rely on and would listen to their doctor if they had a cancer diagnosis," Cox said.
Supporters of the bill have cited their own unpublished evidence that puberty blockers increase self-harm and can be irreversible. 
"This decision is of far greater consequences, for instance, than getting a tattoo, choosing a career or even a spouse," Cash said.
The proposal is part of a broader push to roll back transgender rights from Republican lawmakers in statehouses across the U.S.
But it hasn't been successful everywhere. 
On Monday, the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, which includes South Carolina, ruled that West Virginia's and North Carolina's refusal to cover certain health care for transgender people with government-sponsored insurance is discriminatory. The case is likely heading to the U.S. Supreme Court.

    


Kansas also failed to become the 25th state to restrict or ban such care for minors when its Legislature was unable to override a governor's veto the same day.
South Carolina's General Assembly has taken a slower, more deliberate approach to social issues during a session dominated by debates that led to a law allowing the open carrying of guns and a broad bill to encourage more energy generation by loosening regulations on power plant approvals.
The American Civil Liberties Union is tracking 31 bills in South Carolina it said target the LGBTQ+ community. The ban on gender-affirming care is the only one likely to pass and is less strict than the bans in other states.
Other conservative proposals like new regulations giving the state Board of Education oversight on school library books or banning vaccine mandates for private businesses appear unlikely to pass before the regular session ends May 9.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Former Nickelodeon producer and writer Dan Schneider sued the makers of "Quiet on Set: The Dark Side of Kids TV" on Wednesday, alleging the makers of the documentary series wrongly implied that he sexually abused the child actors he worked with. 
Schneider filed the defamation suit against Warner Bros. Discovery and other companies behind the series in Los Angeles Superior Court. 
Schneider, a former teenage actor, was a central figure in Nickelodeon's dominance of kid culture in the 1990s and 2000s with his work on the sketch shows "All That," "The Amanda Show" and "Kenan & Kel," and as an executive producer on shows including "Zoey 101," "iCarly" and "Victorious." 
He is also the key figure in "Quiet on Set," which aired on true crime cable channel ID in March, has since been streaming on Max, and has made major waves among Nickelodeon's former stars and viewers. It uses cast and crew interviews to describe the shows' sexualization of young teens and a toxic and abusive work environment that many said Schneider was responsible for. It also includes descriptions of sexual abuse of child actors, including "The Amanda Show" and "Drake & Josh" star Drake Bell, by crew members who were later convicted for it. 

    


But Schneider, who parted ways with Nickelodeon in 2018, said in the suit that the "Quiet on Set" trailer and episodes of the show deliberately mix and juxtapose images and mentions of him with the criminal sexual abusers to imply he was involved. 




"'Quiet on Set's' portrayal of Schneider is a hit job," the suit says. "While it is indisputable that two bona fide child sexual abusers worked on Nickelodeon shows, it is likewise indisputable that Schneider had no knowledge of their abuse, was not complicit in the abuse, condemned the abuse once it was discovered and, critically, was not a child sexual abuser himself."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The suit names as defendants Warner Bros. Discovery -- the parent company of ID and Max -- and the show's production companies, Sony Pictures Television and Maxine Productions.

    


Emails seeking comment from representatives from the three companies were not immediately returned. 
The four-part series suggests that Schneider's shows had a tendency to put young women in comic situations with sexual implications, and depicts him as an angry and emotionally abusive boss. 
It includes direct allegations of sexual harassment and gender discrimination from women who worked as writers under him on "All That." They said he showed pornography on his computer in their presence in the writers' room and asked for massages, joking they would lead to the women's sketches making the show, which Schneider has denied. 
It also includes an interview with Bell in which he describes "extensive" and "brutal" sexual abuse by a dialogue coach when he was 15, and with the mother of another girl who was sexually abused by a crew member. 
The Associated Press does not typically name people who say they have been sexually abused unless they come forward publicly, as Bell has. 

    


After the initial release of the show, Schneider broadly apologized in a YouTube video for "past behaviors, some of which are embarrassing and that I regret." 
But the lawsuit says the show and especially its trailer unjustly implicate him in child sexual abuse by showing images of him -- including some with his arm around young actors -- over discussions of an environment that was unsafe for them. 
The suit seeks damages to be determined at trial for what it calls "the destruction of Schneider's reputation and legacy" through "false statements and implications."
Nickelodeon, which is not involved in the lawsuit, said in a statement on the series that it cannot "corroborate or negate" allegations from decades ago, but it investigates all formal complaints and has rigorous protocols for working minors.
"Our highest priorities are the well-being and best interests not just of our employees, casts and crew, but of all children," a network spokesperson said in a statement, "and we have adopted numerous safeguards over the years to help ensure we are living up to our own high standards and the expectations of our audience."
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    [image: FILE - Mick Jagger of The Rolling Stones performs during the first night of the U.S. leg of their "Hackney Diamonds" tour on Sunday, April 28, 2024, in Houston. The New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival is usually akin to a 14-ring musical circus, but that changes Thursday afternoon, May 2, when 13 stages go silent before The Rolling Stones make their first appearance at the 54-year-old festival. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- The New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival is usually akin to a 14-ring musical circus -- a variety of musical acts playing simultaneously on stages spread throughout the sprawling infield of a historic horse racing track. 
That changes Thursday afternoon, when 13 stages go silent before The Rolling Stones make their first appearance at the 54-year-old festival. 
"We didn't want to have 13 empty stages and no people in front of them when the Stones start singing favorites like '(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction' and 'Jumpin' Jack Flash,'" festival producer Quint Davis told The Associated Press ahead of the festival. "Everyone who bought a ticket for that day primarily bought one to see The Stones."
Jazz Fest is the second stop for the Stones on their Hackney Diamonds tour, launched in support of the well-received album they released last year, their first album of original material in 18 years. They had been scheduled to appear at the 50th Jazz Fest in 2019 but had to cancel because of Mick Jagger's heart surgery. A subsequent planned appearance was scrubbed in 2021 when the festival was canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

    


Fans of New Orleans rhythm and blues artists will be watching to see if the legendary group performs "Time Is On My Side," which was an early hit for the band. New Orleans soul queen Irma Thomas had success with the song in an earlier recording, and Thomas told WVUE-TV in an interview that "there's a possibility" she might perform it with the band.




Thursday's weather for the outdoor festival is a little sketchy. Forecasts show a mostly cloudy skyline, with temperatures in the mid-80s (around 30 Celsius), but there's up to a 40% chance of rain in the afternoon.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dumpstaphunk, a funk-fusion band born in New Orleans with descendants from the city's well-known Neville family, plays just before the Stones hit the festival's largest stage. Dumpstaphunk is mourning the recent death of bassist Nick Daniels III, a co-founder of the group who died Sunday. A cause of death has not been released.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Less than a week after reaching a court settlement with her father, Britney Spears has reached one with her soon-to-be-ex-husband. 
Spears and Sam Asghari submitted an agreement for dividing up their assets to a judge for approval, according to documents filed in a Los Angeles court on Thursday, nine months after they separated. 
The filings gave few details but said neither Spears nor Asghari will get future spousal support. Asghari had said in his initial petition that he would seek financial support. Any future disputes would need to be settled in private arbitration. 
A judge is likely to sign off on the stipulated solution soon and declare both of them single. 
Emails seeking details or comment from lawyers for both Spears and Asghari were not immediately returned. 
The two had no children together, so no custody agreement was necessary. Spears wrote in her memoir published last year that she and Asghari had a miscarriage early in a pregnancy about a month before they married. 

    


The 42-year-old pop superstar and Asghari, a 30-year-old model and actor, separated in July, about 13 months after they married and seven years after they began dating. He filed for divorce in August. 




Their marriage at her home in June 2022 in front of guests including Selena Gomez, Drew Barrymore, Paris Hilton and Madonna, was seen as a triumphant milestone in her newly reclaimed life after she was freed six months earlier from the court conservatorship that controlled her life and money for more than 13 years. 
Last Friday, Spears and her father, Jamie Spears, reached a settlement on the lingering issues from that legal arrangement, avoiding what could have been a long, ugly and revealing trial that was scheduled to start later this month. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/britney-spears-divorce-sam-asghari-settlement-162471307c65330c233c51b3664e32da



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Singer-songwriter Jessica Pratt's latest album is a distinct shift from her austere sound | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Singer-songwriter Jessica Pratt's latest album is a distinct shift from her austere sound

    Singer-songwriter Jessica Pratt's latest album is a distinct shift from her austere sound

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Singer-songwriter Jessica Pratt's latest album is a distinct shift from her austere sound

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5
Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5
Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5
Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5
Jessica Pratt poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, Friday, April 26, 2024, to promote the album "Here in the Pitch." (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By KRYSTA FAURIA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- When Jessica Pratt released her debut self-titled album, which she boasts had virtually no post-production, the singer-songwriter was critically praised for her austere guitar and hypnotic voice. The 2011 album's imperfections were a feature rather than a drawback.
It should come as no surprise then that the indie musician is proceeding with caution as she embraces a more complex and refined sound on her fourth album -- out Friday -- and first in five years.
"There can be a real danger with people who have sort of originated as solo artists graduating into this full band incarnation," Pratt says. "It can result in a watered-down sound or like a homogenous sound if you aren't careful because maybe some of those more idiosyncratic qualities of the music can get stamped out."
So when Pratt went into the studio to record "Here in the Pitch," she was calculated and purposeful about the role each instrument would play.

    


"I guess we were trying to sort of think of it more as like a jazz approach or something, where the core essence of the music stands but there are these touches coming in to accent things," she says.




Part of what inspired her to add more production and instruments was a better understanding of the size of the canvas on which she was painting.
"It was my second time making a record in the studio, so you sort of, maybe in between the first run and the second run in the studio, understand the resources you have at your disposal a bit more and are able to sort of imagine some of the extra color that you can give things," she says. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 37-year-old has often been compared to pioneering folk musicians like Joni Mitchell and Joan Baez, but she's sometimes resisted these comparisons as reductive.
"If you play an acoustic guitar and you're not doing something like radically specific stylistically that would counter a folk association, then it's just sort of something that people turn to," she says.

    


But this record's enhanced production, departure from fingerpicking and the addition of more instruments, particularly percussion, reaffirm her contention that she is more than a folk singer, with some songs drawing on inspiration from classic California pop bands like the Beach Boys and the Walker Brothers.
But Pratt's sound isn't the only ode to Los Angeles in the 1950s and '60s on the album. Her lyrics are dripping with inspiration from that infamous era, channeling the old glamour of Hollywood and icons like Judy Garland, as well as notorious villains like Charles Manson.
Although Pratt grew up in Northern California, she says the City of Angels has always intrigued her.
"Coming of age, I read a lot of music books and bios and stuff, and, you know, I'd say like 90% of that touches on LA in some shape or form. So, it's always held a certain level of mystique for me" she reflected.
Pratt proudly frequents historic Hollywood haunts like Musso and Frank Grill and admits to watching interviews with director David Lynch, though she won't quite call herself a film buff compared to some of the more obsessive cinephiles who populate the city.

    


And while Pratt has released two other albums since she first moved to Los Angeles more than a decade ago, she believes the city's influence on her has finally crystalized in this album.
"My second record came out shortly after I moved to LA. I wrote it right when I moved, so I was still probably running off of the fumes of San Francisco," she says. "I'm not sure exactly why it took this long for the influence to materialize. But it certainly has."
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Mary J. Blige is bringing her mission to empower women beyond her music to her hometown -- with the help of the singer's superstar friends.
Taraji P. Henson, Tiffany Haddish and Jill Scott and other stars and experts will join Blige for her Strength of a Woman Summit and Festival starting May 10. Her three-day event during Mother's Day weekend in New York will feature concerts, comedy shows, a gospel brunch, panel discussions along with workshops focusing on technology, beauty, entrepreneurship and financial literacy.
On Thursday, organizers announced additional speakers including Henson, Marsai Martin, Method Man, Larenz Tate, Tasha Smith, Michael Rainey Jr., Angie Martinez and Pinky Cole. The event will be hosted by comedian Jess Hilarious and podcaster Gia Peppers.
"We're teaching each other, holding each other and uplifting each other," the R&B singer said in a recent interview. "We're helping each other to sustain in our businesses and sustain in the mental health and everything."

    


Blige launched the Strength of a Woman event in 2022 after years of seeing women at her concerts "hanging on every word like my life is theirs." The singer felt she connected with concertgoers when she delivered her own deep stories of overcoming pain. 




"I was thinking to myself, 'Let me do something more than just sing to them,'" said Blige, a nine-time Grammy winner who has won an Emmy, earned two Oscar nominations and will be inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame later this year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In the middle of my songs, it just jumps out of me," she continued. "Some kind of words of inspiration. People love that. My team and I thought, 'Why don't we just create a festival about the same thing?'"
After two successful years in Atlanta, Blige moved her festival to her native New York City. She will hold a massive concert at the Barclays Center in Brooklyn with guest appearances by 50 Cent, Scott, Fat Joe, Jadakiss, Lola Brooke and Muni Long. Robert Glasper will headline a jazz concert at the Blue Note Jazz Club while Haddish will hit the stage for a comedy show at the Apollo Theatre.

    


Along with entertainment, Blige said she wants to provide resources that will help uplift and inspire attendees to achieve success in their lives.
"I'm doing my job," she said. "I'm doing what I've been sent here to Earth for. I'm doing my job by uplifting women and letting them know you're not the only one. You can come here as a safe haven and receive comfort."
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Organizers of the Eurovision Song Contest said Thursday they reserve the right to remove any Palestinian flags and pro-Palestinian symbols at the show next week in Sweden.
The announcement came amid heightened tensions surrounding Israel's participation in the annual music competition over its military campaign against Hamas in Gaza, now in its seventh month. Pro-Palestinian groups are expected to stage large protests in Malmo to raise awareness of their cause. 
Michelle Roverelli, the head of communications for the European Broadcasting Union that runs the show each year, said ticket holders are only allowed to bring and display flags representing countries that take part in the event, as well as the rainbow-colored flag.
The Geneva-based EBU reserves the right "to remove any other flags or symbols, clothing, items and banners being used for the likely purpose of instrumentalizing the TV shows," she told The Associated Press in a text message.

    


Swedish news agency TT reported that the anyone who tries to bring a Palestinian flag or a sign with a political message will be stopped at the entrance by guards.




Martin Osterdahl, the contest's executive supervisor, told TT that "these rules are the same as last year. There is no change."
National flags are a common sight during the contest as fans cheer on their country's acts and those they support. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The glitzy gala, which draws hundreds of millions of viewers each year, is held this year from May 7-11 in Malmo in southern Sweden, following last year's victory by Loreen for its performance of "Tattoo" last year. 
Winners earn the right for their country to host the following year's event: Sweden is set to host for a record-equalling 7th time.
Swedish police have warned that security will be tight, citing a threat of terrorism in the wealthy Nordic country. 
Pro-Palestinian activists who want Israel -- a former winner -- out of the Eurovision Song Contest have announced large rallies in downtown Malmo, several kilometers (miles) from the Malmo Arena contest venue.

    


Israel's national security council on Thursday issued a warning urging people to reconsider travel to Malmo, saying it is "a focus for anti-Israel protests" that include calls to attack Israelis and the burning of Israeli flags.
"These developments raise the tangible concern that terrorists will exploit the protest and the anti-Israel atmosphere to carry out an attack on Israelis who will arrive for the Eurovision," it said.
On Thursday, Swedish police said they granted permission to demonstrators planning to burn a copy of the Quran in Malmo before the contest. Such rallies are allowed in Sweden, and police need to cite specific grounds, such as risks to public safety, if they want to reject a permit for a demonstration or public gathering.
Last year, Sweden raised its terror threat level last year following a series of burnings of the Quran that triggered protests in the Muslim world.
In recent weeks, spillover reaction around the world to the nearly 7-month war between Israel and Hamas has fanned large protests on U.S. university campuses and beyond. 
___
Olsen reported from Copenhagen, Denmark. Joe Federman contributed from Jerusalem
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    [image: This is a photo issued by Kensington Palace on Thursday, May 2, 2024 of Britain's Princess Charlotte, taken by Kate, the Princess of Wales to mark her ninth birthday. (The Prince and Princess of Wales/Kensington Palace/ via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Prince William and his wife, Kate, marked the 9th birthday of their daughter Charlotte on Thursday by posting a picture of her smiling for the camera as she posed near a plant with pink flowers.
The photo, taken by Kate, the Princess of Wales, was posted on X, accompanied by the words "Happy 9th Birthday, Princess Charlotte!" and a cake emoji.
Kate has tried to ensure that her three children have as much stability as possible as she undergoes treatment for an undisclosed form of cancer. She has stepped away from public duties since undergoing abdominal surgery in January.
In announcing her cancer diagnosis to the nation, Kate said she and William "have been doing everything we can to process and manage this privately for the sake of our young family.''
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A festival celebrating Asian American literary works that was suddenly canceled last year by the Smithsonian Institution is getting resurrected, organizers announced Thursday.
The Asian American Literature Festival is making a return, the Asian American Literature Festival Collective said in a statement. It will take place Sept. 14-22 -- but without the Smithsonian's help. And instead of only being in Washington, D.C., the in-person and virtual events will be spread out nationwide.
The Collective and several partner organizations have planned readings, salons, workshops and interactive installations. New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Seattle, Atlanta and Athens, Georgia, as well as Champaign, Illinois, will host events. There will also be gatherings in New Zealand and Australia.
A biannual event since 2017, the festival brings together writers, publishers and others across the Asian diaspora. It has traditionally been done in collaboration with the Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Center. Events were held at Washington sites like the National Portrait Gallery and the Library of Congress. But last year, a month before the August opening date, the Smithsonian announced it was calling it off.

    


Smithsonian officials told news outlets the cancellation was for "administrative/logistical reasons." It had nothing to do with festival content, which included books by transgender and nonbinary writers.




A representative for the Smithsonian Institution was not immediately available to comment.
Writers and literary organizations set to converge say they were blindsided by the decision and left with financial losses.
Organizers say the new approach will allow more people from different communities to participate in the festivities.
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    [image: Writer-director Jane Schoenbrun poses for a portrait on Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in New York to promote their film "I Saw the TV Glow." (Photo by Christopher Smith/Invision/AP)]
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[image: This image released by A24 shows Justice Smith, left, and Brigette Lundy-Paine in a scene from "I Saw the TV Glow." (A24 via AP)]
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[image: Writer-director Jane Schoenbrun poses for a portrait on Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in New York to promote their film "I Saw the TV Glow." (Photo by Christopher Smith/Invision/AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The filmmaker Jane Schoenbrun is walking down a path in Green-wood Cemetery in Brooklyn, looking for the pond they sat beside while working on the script to the film"I Saw the TV Glow."
Cemeteries aren't often the chosen location for interviews but the place holds particular meaning to Schoenbrun. Built in the 1830s on a hillside overlooking New York Harbor, Green-wood is where Leonard Bernstein, Boss Tweed and Jean-Michel Basquiat are buried. But it was also a rural sanctuary to New Yorkers before any parks were built. People used to picnic here.
"It's amazing that it's here," Schoenbrun says, smiling beneath a cloudy spring sky. "The level of seclusion compared to everything surrounding it is so crazy."
For Schoenbrun, the draw isn't the famous graves. Green-wood has for them been a safe haven for reflection and transformation. In their first year taking hormones, Schoenbrun met friends here who, while lounging on a hill, took regular photographs to capture their physical evolution. Schoenbrun's first in-person meeting with Brigette Lundy-Paine, one of the stars of "I Saw the TV Glow," was here.

    


Schoenbrun wrote the film in late 2020, just a few months into their transition. In that fraught moment of becoming, the script poured out in a manic rush.




"I remember staggering out of my bedroom after I finished it and walking up to my partner and saying, 'I can only do that so many times' -- that level of spilling my guts on the page," Schoenbrun says.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

By the time "I Saw the TV Glow" was nearing production, Schoenbrun was no longer in the same head space. They came to Green-wood to make outlines and rekindle the "early transition terror" that had since passed.
"I was falling in love. I was having a more consistent feeling of comfortableness in my body in a way that I had never had," Schoenbrun says. "And I was like, '(Expletive), I'm about to make this trauma movie.'"

    


"I Saw the TV Glow," which A24 opens in theaters Friday, has since its debut at the Sundance Film Festival been hailed as an acutely intense psychodrama of self discovery. In 1990s suburbia, an awkward loner named Owen (Justice Smith) encounters Maddie (Lundy-Paine), a cool, prickly older high school student who opens his eyes to a "Buffy the Vampire"-esque TV series called "The Pink Opaque." It stars a pair of young women in battle with a supernatural villain named Mr. Melancholy.
Their obsession with the show -- particularly Maddie's -- takes on a feverish quality. "The Pink Opaque" becomes something like a portal to another, more authentic self. "I Saw the TV Glow," radiating adolescent angst and shaking with the tremors of body dysphoria, is to Schoenbrun a parable of pre-transition.
"What I think 'TV Glow' is about is the very unpleasant process of committing to throw yourself off a cliff," says Schoenbrun. "I think repression exists because you kind of know that if you unrepress, there are going to be consequences and your life as you know it is going to no longer be your life as you know it."

    


"I Saw the TV Glow," poised on that cliff of becoming, is at the forefront of a new vanguard for trans cinema. Films like Vera Drew's "The People's Joker," Paul B. Preciado's "Orlando, My Political Biography" and Alice Maio Mackay's "T-Blockers" have crafted new movie forms and images that compellingly reflect trans experience.
"I Saw the TV Glow," though, has been uniquely championed. A24, the boutique indie studio, is distributing. Emma Stone is a producer. Co-stars include Danielle Deadwyler, Phoebe Bridgers and Fred Durst. All of them ultimately responded to Schoenbrun's unfiltered vision.
"I felt it had come from a really deep place in Jane. It was asking to be connected with. It was like an invitation," says Lundy-Paine. "It was like: Are we going to completely bear soul, show whole? And we said, 'Yeah.' We allowed ourselves to go there."
Schoenbrun, as they walk the rounding paths of Green-wood, is brightly talkative, self-deprecating and confidently insightful -- particularly about their own journey. Schoenbrun, 37, grew up in Ardsley in Westchester. They worked in a local movie theater but were most captivated by the character evolutions of shows like "Buffy the Vampire Slayer." Before starting as a filmmaker, Schoenbrun often wrote for Filmmaker Magazine; it recently shot them for its cover. They were married for a decade before figuring out they were trans in April 2019 on a mushroom trip while struggling to write their feature film debut, "We're All Going to the World's Fair."

    


"I was really trying to figure out why I had such shame about making my own art. That was explicitly the goal of that trip," says Schoenbrun. "I was like: I need to figure out why I can work a day job and work really hard for someone else's thing but why does the idea of sharing and advocating for my own thing feel horrible to me. Internalized gender shame was where I arrived in a very circuitous way."

    


Gender, transformation and filmmaking remain innately connected for Schoenbrun. Their film tastes are wide but trend toward, they say, movies that seem impossible and films that suggest new possibilities. The gentle dramas of Kelly Reichardt, the body horror of David Cronenberg and the outlandishness of Tom Green's "Freddy Got Fingered" all come up as sign posts.
"How does cinema, how does art continue to become itself as hopefully human beings are doing the same in their fledging and flawed and destructive ways?" Schoenbrun says, smiling.
Smith, the 28-year-old actor of "Dungeons & Dragons: Honor Among Thieves" and "The American Society of Magical Negroes," was drawn to the odyssey of Owen's arc.
"Usually as characters get older, they become more sure of themselves. This character becomes less," says Smith. "It was one of the first films where I was like, 'I really have to let go.' I was having this parallel experience to the character who was so resistant to accepting themselves as enough."
Schoenbrun now finds themself emerging as a filmmaker and as themselves at the same time. The 2021 Sundance premiere of "We're All Going to the World's Fair," about about a teenager immersed in an online role-playing horror game, was virtual. But it was still the most public Schoenbrun had been since transitioning. "That was starring in the school play in your underwear for me," they say.
On both counts, the response has been validating. That doesn't mean that there won't be difficulties along the way. As they walk past seas of graves, Schoenbrun notes the high mortality rate for transgender people.
"You exist in a much more precarious space than you previously did," they say. "The past is (expletive) you up because of all that lost time and the future is (expletive) you up because you can no longer feel stable in the narrative of, like, I'm going to be a grandparent some day."
But it would be hard to see anything but liberation and hard-earned self-actualization in Schoenbrun. The doors of self-awareness might be just creaking opening for Owen in "I Saw the TV Glow" but they have been blown off the hinges by its maker.
"It has just been an incredibly moving few years of feeling things for the first time that I kind of knew about or had experienced as a ghost," Schoenbrun says. "Trans people love 'Under the Skin.' I think that's because of the feeling of finally entering the human race but as this alien experiencing things for the first time."
An outsider viewpoint, though, might be highly desirable, even necessary for a filmmaker. As our circular route brings us back to the Green-wood front gate, Schoenbrun says they now feel not 37 years old but 23.
"It's so, so incredibly beautiful," says Schoenbrun, looking forward. "And I can't wait to make a work about it."
___
Follow AP Film Writer Jake Coyle at: http://twitter.com/jakecoyleAP
___
The story has been updated to correct the title of the film "We're All Going to the World's Fair."
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "Funny Story" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
2. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
3. "A Calamity of Souls" by David Baldacci (Grand Central)
4. "The Covenant of Water" by Abraham Verghese (Grove)
5. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
6. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
7. "Extinction" by Douglas Preston (Forge)
8. "Table for Two" by Amor Towles (Viking)
9. "The Familiar" by Leigh Bardugo (Flatiron)
10. "The Paris Novel" by Ruth Reichl (Random House)
11. "James" by Percival Everett (Doubleday)
12. "Toxic Prey" by John Sanford (Putnam)
13. "The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store" by James McBride (Riverhead)
14. "Lost Birds" by Anne Hillerman (Harper)
15. "The #1 Lawyer" by Patterson/Allen (Little, Brown)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)
2. "The Algebra of Wealth" by Scott Galloway (Portfolio)

    


3. "Love Life" by Matthew Hussey (Harper)
4. "The MeatEater Outdoor Cookbook" by Steven Rinella (Random House)
5. "The Backyard Bird Chronicles" by Amy Tan (Knopf)
6. "An Unfinished Love Story" by Doris Kearns Goodwin (Simon & Schuster)
7. "House Rules" by Myquillyn Smith (Reveil)


8. "Love, Mom" by Nicole Saphier (Broadside)
9. "Shakespeare" by Judi Dench (St. Martin's)
10. "By the Time You Read This" by Kyrst/Simpkins (Forefront)
11. "Knife" by Salman Rushdie (Random House)
12. "The Wide Wide Sea" Hampton Sides (Doubleday)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

13. "Mostly What God Does" by Savannah Guthrie (Thomas Nelson)
14. "Gay Science" by Rob Anderson (DK)
15. "Seriously, So Good" by Carissa Stanton (Simon Element)
_____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Just for the Summer" by Abby Jimenez (Forever)
2. "Happy Place" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
3. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
4. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
5. "Her Soul for Revenge" by Harley Laroux (Kensington)
6. "Vicious" by L.J. Shen (Bloom)
7. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Book" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)

    


8. "The Murder Inn" by JPatterson/Fox (Grand Central)
9. "One by One" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
10. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Zando)
11. "Jujutsu Kaisen, Vol. 22" by Gege Akutami (Viz)
12. "Jujutsu Kaisen: The Official Character Guide" by Gege Akutami (Viz)
13. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
14. "You Shouldn't Have Come Here" by Jeneva Rose (Blackstone)
15. "The Light We Carry" by Michelle Obama (Crown)
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    [image: FILE - Adele, winner of the award for best pop solo performance for "Easy on Me," poses in the press room at the 65th annual Grammy Awards on Feb. 5, 2023, in Los Angeles. Artists from Universal Music Group, which include Drake, Adele, Bad Bunny and Billie Eilish, will be returning to TikTok as the two parties have struck a new licensing agreement following an approximately three-month long dispute. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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                                        Artists from Universal Music Group, which include Drake, Adele, Bad Bunny and Billie Eilish, will be returning to TikTok as the two parties have struck a new licensing agreement following an approximately three-month long dispute.
The two sides said Thursday that they are "now working expeditiously to return music by artists represented by Universal Music Group and songwriters represented by Universal Music Publishing Group to TikTok in due course." 
Taylor Swift, whose recently released album, "The Tortured Poets Department," has hit No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, had some of her songs make a return to TikTok last month, but the details of how that exactly happened are unclear, according to Variety. 
UMG said in January that it had not agreed to terms of a new deal with TikTok, and planned to stop licensing content from the artists it represents on the social media platform that is owned by ByteDance, as well as TikTok Music services. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Artists from Universal Music Group are heading back to TikTok as new licensing deal reached.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on Universal Music Group resolving its dispute with TikTok.

    


    


At the time, UMG had been pressing TikTok on three issues: "appropriate compensation for our artists and songwriters, protecting human artists from the harmful effects of AI, and online safety for TikTok's users."




TikTok pushed back against the claims by UMG, saying that it had reached 'artist-first' agreements with every other label and publisher.
On Thursday the two sides announced that their new agreement would give significant benefits to UMG's global stable of artists, songwriters and labels and would return their music to TikTok.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Music is an integral part of the TikTok ecosystem and we are pleased to have found a path forward with Universal Music Group," TikTok CEO Shou Chew said in a statement. "We are committed to working together to drive value, discovery and promotion for all of UMG's amazing artists and songwriters, and deepen their ability to grow, connect and engage with the TikTok community."

    


Part of the new deal includes UMG and TikTok working together to find new monetization opportunities. They will also will work together on campaigns supporting UMG's artists across genres and territories globally.
In addition, the companies will put their combined efforts toward ensuring that AI development across the music industry will protect human artistry and payments for artists and songwriters. TikTok will also work with UMG to remove unauthorized AI-generated music from the platform, as well as on tools to improve artist and songwriter attribution.
TikTok plans to continue investing in building artist-centric tools that will help UMG artists realize their potential on the platform. Some tools include "Add to Music App", enhanced data and analytics, and integrated ticketing capabilities.
"We're gratified to renew our relationship with TikTok predicated on significant advancements in commercial and marketing opportunities as well as protections provided to our industry-leading roster on their platform," Michael Nash, chief digital officer and executive vice president, Universal Music Group, said in a statement.
While TikTok has settled its dispute with UMG, the future of the platform remains uncertain. Last month President Joe Biden signed legislation requiring TikTok parent ByteDance to sell to an approved buyer within a year or to shut down. It's not clear whether that law will survive an expected legal challenge or that ByteDance would agree to sell.
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[image: FILE - Duane Eddy performs during the Americana Music Honors and Awards show, Sept. 18, 2013, in Nashville, Tenn. Eddy, a pioneering guitar hero whose reverberating electric sound on instrumentals such as "Rebel Rouser" and ]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Duane Eddy, a pioneering guitar hero whose reverberating electric sound on instrumentals such as "Rebel Rouser" and "Peter Gunn" helped put the twang in early rock 'n' roll and influenced George Harrison, Bruce Springsteen and countless other musicians, has died at age 86.
Eddy died of cancer Tuesday at the Williamson Health hospital in Franklin, Tennessee, according to his wife, Deed Abbate.
With his raucous rhythms, and backing hollers and hand claps, Eddy sold more than 100 million records worldwide, and mastered a distinctive sound based on the premise that a guitar's bass strings sounded better on tape than the high ones.
"I had a distinctive sound that people could recognize and I stuck pretty much with that. I'm not one of the best technical players by any means; I just sell the best," he told The Associated Press in a 1986 interview. "A lot of guys are more skillful than I am with the guitar. A lot of it is over my head. But some of it is not what I want to hear out of the guitar."

    


"Twang" defined Eddy's sound from his first album, "Have Twangy Guitar Will Travel," to his 1993 box set, "Twang Thang: The Duane Eddy Anthology."


"It's a silly name for a nonsilly thing," Eddy told the AP in 1993. "But it has haunted me for 35 years now, so it's almost like sentimental value -- if nothing else."
He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1994.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Eddy and producer Lee Hazlewood helped create the "Twang" sound in the 1950s, a sound Hazlewood later adapt to his production of Nancy Sinatra's 1960s smash "These Boots Are Made for Walkin.'" Eddy had a five-year commercial peak from 1958-63. He said in 1993 he took his 1970 hit "Freight Train" as a clue to slow down.
"It was an easy listening hit," he recalled. "Six or seven years before, I was on the cutting edge."
Eddy recorded more than 50 albums, some of them reissues. He did not work too much from the 1980s on, "living off my royalties," he said in 1986.

    


About "Rebel Rouser," he told the AP: "It was a good title and it was the rockest rock 'n' roll sound. It was different for the time."
He scored theme music for movies including "Because They're Young," "Pepe" and "Gidget Goes Hawaiian." But Eddy said he turned down doing the James Bond theme song because there wasn't enough guitar music in it.
In the 1970s he worked behind-the-scenes in music production work, mainly in Los Angeles.
Eddy was born in Corning, New York, and grew up in Phoenix, where he began playing guitar at age 5. He spent his teen years in Arizona dreaming of singing on the Grand Ole Opry, and eventually signed with Jamie Records of Philadelphia in 1958. "Rebel Rouser" soon followed.
Eddy later toured with Dick Clark's "Caravan of Stars" and appeared in "Because They're Young," "Thunder of Drums" among other movies. 
He moved to Nashville in 1985 after years of semiretirement in Lake Tahoe, California.
Eddy was not a vocalist, saying in 1986, "One of my biggest contributions to the music business is not singing."
Paul McCartney and George Harrison were both fans of Eddy and he recorded with both of them after their Beatles' days. He played on McCartney's "Rockestra Theme" and Harrison played on Eddy's self-titled comeback album, both in 1987.
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    [image: FILE - A visitor looks through the clock of the Orsay museum, overlooking Paris, Oct. 16, 2014. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including the Orsay, for a limited time in a splashy new marketing campaign. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Orsay museum in Paris is shown on Oct. 16, 2014. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including the Orsay, for a limited time in a splashy new marketing campaign. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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[image: FILE - Doja Cat arrives at The Daily Front Row's 8th annual Fashion Los Angeles Awards, April 28, 2024, at The Beverly Hills Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including a one-time living room performance by rapper Doja Cat, in a splashy new marketing campaign. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: The house in Minneapolis which appeared in musician Prince's film "Purple Rain" is shown on April 1, 2017. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including the Minneapolis house, for a limited time in a splashy new marketing campaign. (AP Photo/Jim Mone, File)]
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[image: FILE - Comedian Kevin Hart is seen at an NBA basketball game on Oct. 26, 2023, in Los Angeles. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including a one-time evening with comedian Kevin Hart in his members-only lounge, in a splashy new marketing campaign. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sebastian Vettel steers the Ferrari Formula One SF70H racer at the Ferrari Fiorano private test track in Maranello, Italy, Feb. 24, 2017. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including a night at the Ferrari Museum in Maranello, in a splashy new marketing campaign. (AP Photo/Marco Vasini, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Orsay museum in Paris is shown on Oct. 16, 2014. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including the Orsay, for a limited time in a splashy new marketing campaign. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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[image: FILE - Doja Cat arrives at The Daily Front Row's 8th annual Fashion Los Angeles Awards, April 28, 2024, at The Beverly Hills Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including a one-time living room performance by rapper Doja Cat, in a splashy new marketing campaign. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: The house in Minneapolis which appeared in musician Prince's film "Purple Rain" is shown on April 1, 2017. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including the Minneapolis house, for a limited time in a splashy new marketing campaign. (AP Photo/Jim Mone, File)]
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[image: FILE - Comedian Kevin Hart is seen at an NBA basketball game on Oct. 26, 2023, in Los Angeles. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including a one-time evening with comedian Kevin Hart in his members-only lounge, in a splashy new marketing campaign. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sebastian Vettel steers the Ferrari Formula One SF70H racer at the Ferrari Fiorano private test track in Maranello, Italy, Feb. 24, 2017. Short-term rental giant Airbnb is listing 11 iconic locations, including a night at the Ferrari Museum in Maranello, in a splashy new marketing campaign. (AP Photo/Marco Vasini, File)]
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                                        In a mad mix of game-show glitter and marketing flash, Airbnb is offering customers a chance to spend a night in a Paris museum, stay in houses mocked up to look like movie settings, or sleep surrounded by eight Ferrari racing cars.
Those and other chimerical listings are part of a splashy new campaign by the short-term rental giant, which wants to portray itself as a company that sells experiences and not just alternatives to staying in a hotel.
CEO Brian Chesky announced the 11 temporary listings -- Airbnb is calling them "icons" -- at an event Wednesday in Los Angeles.
The San Francisco company hit upon the idea for the publicity caper after seeing the response to a Barbie-themed house in Malibu, California, it listed last year in conjunction with a hit movie about the Mattel fashion doll. The formula is the same: link a promotion to a pop-culture product, celebrity or event.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Want to spend the night in a Paris museum or a house owned by Prince? Airbnb plans to list them
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports on some new listings by Airbnb.

    


    


And don't be boring.
"We're not historically known for making anything. We're a platform," Chesky said in an interview. "I think it's really great to show what it looks like when suddenly you can step into our vision and our imagination. I think it's going to keep Airbnb top of mind."




Unlike the rental platform's typical listed properties, Airbnb is practically giving away its "icons." Chesky said the company will invite people to fill out a profile and explain why they want one of the listings, and Airbnb will pick about 4,000 winners over the course of the year. He said winners will be able to book the featured properties or events for free or at prices under $100. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One of the exotic opportunities is an overnight stay at the Musee d'Orsay in Paris. Chesky said Airbnb recruited Mathieu Lehanneur -- he designed the torch for this summer's Paris Olympics -- to convert the clock room atop the museum into a bedroom.
"By the way, the torch is in the bedroom with you," Chesky said. "You get the entire museum all to yourself. This is literally night at the museum. It gets even better because you step outside the bedroom on to the terrace, you have the single best seat in the house for the opening ceremony" of the Olympics, which will take place on the River Seine. 

    


For those preferring a U.S. setting, Airbnb is listing a house in New Mexico detailed to look like the one from the 2009 Pixar-Disney animated film, "Up." Chesky said Airbnb paid to build the house from scratch and attach 8,000 balloons to mimic the helium-filled ones the central character in the movie uses to make the house fly.
The Airbnb version won't fly, but Chesky said guests will be able to watch a crane lift the New Mexico house 50 feet off the ground. 
"I think we maybe won't have them inside the house when we lift it, just for safety reasons," he said.
Some of the listings will be one-time events, including the sleepover at the the Ferrari Museum in Maranello, Italy, a living room performance by rapper Doja Cat, and an evening with comedian Kevin Hart in his members-only lounge. The "Up" house and a mansion in New York made to look like the one in "X-Men" Marvel comics will be available for three or four months. A Minneapolis house owned by Prince that was featured in the film "Purple Rain" will be available for a year, according to Airbnb. 

    


The company won't say how much it spent to acquire rights, dress up the properties, and pay the celebrities involved. Airbnb made a $4.8 billion profit last year and ended 2023 with nearly $6.9 billion in cash. Enough to repeat the "icons" campaign.
"These 11 are the beginning," Chesky said. "We have a lot more under development." 
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    [image: This image released by the Dallas Symphony Orchestra shows Kim Noltemy posing at the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas in October 2022. Noltemy will become president of the Los Angeles Philharmonic on July 1 and be tasked with finding a successor to Gustavo Dudamel as music director. She has been president of the Dallas Symphony since 2018. (Sylvia Elzafon/Dallas Symphony Orchestra via AP)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Kim Noltemy, a veteran of the Boston Symphony Orchestra and most recently president of the Dallas Symphony, will become president of the Los Angeles Philharmonic in July, the west coast orchestra announced Wednesday.
Noltemy will help guide the search for a successor to music director Gustavo Dudamel, who said last year he will depart LA after the 2025-26 season to become music director of the New York Philharmonic.
Dudamel has been LA's music director since 2009.
Los Angeles has already lost Chad Smith, the orchestra's CEO since 2019, who announced last May he was leaving to become CEO of the Boston Symphony Orchestra for the 2023-24 season.
Noltemy, 55, has been with the Dallas Symphony since 2018.
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    [image: This image released by Oscilloscope Laboratories shows writer-director Ethan Hawke, left, and his daughter, actor Maya Hawke, on the set of "Wildcat." (Steve Squall/Oscilloscope Laboratories via AP)]
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[image: Ethan Hawke, left, and Maya Hawke attend the premiere of "Wildcat", hosted by Dior and The Cinema Society, at the Angelika Film Center on Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Maya Hawke attends the premiere of "Wildcat", hosted by Dior and The Cinema Society, at the Angelika Film Center on Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Philip Ettinger, from left, Maya Hawke, Alessandro Nivola, Laura Linney, and Ethan Hawke attend the premiere of "Wildcat", hosted by Dior and The Cinema Society, at the Angelika Film Center on Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Laura Linney attends the premiere of "Wildcat", hosted by Dior and The Cinema Society, at the Angelika Film Center on Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)]
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[image: This image released by Oscilloscope Laboratories shows writer-director Ethan Hawke, left, and his daughter, actor Maya Hawke, on the set of "Wildcat." (Steve Squall/Oscilloscope Laboratories via AP)]
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[image: Maya Hawke attends the premiere of "Wildcat", hosted by Dior and The Cinema Society, at the Angelika Film Center on Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)]
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Maya Hawke attends the premiere of "Wildcat", hosted by Dior and The Cinema Society, at the Angelika Film Center on Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)
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[image: Laura Linney attends the premiere of "Wildcat", hosted by Dior and The Cinema Society, at the Angelika Film Center on Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)]
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Laura Linney attends the premiere of "Wildcat", hosted by Dior and The Cinema Society, at the Angelika Film Center on Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by CJ Rivera/Invision/AP)
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                                        Ethan Hawke and his daughter Maya Hawke have a running joke about their Flannery O'Connor movie.
"Wildcat," which Ethan directed and Maya stars in as O'Connor, was made with complete sincerity. It's a deeply creative investigation into the Southern Catholic novelist and short story writer behind "A Good Man is Hard to Find" that dips in and out of both her imagination and her real life.
O'Connor died at age 39, in 1964, of lupus. She won the National Book Award posthumously, in 1972. Though celebrated for her prose and sharp social satire, in recent years she's also come under scrutiny for racism in private correspondence and her treatment of race in her works. It was territory that was both thorny and rich with possibility. But the Hawkes can't help but laugh about it too, imagining the pitch to a major studio or streamer. 
Here's how it might go:

    


Maya: "We want to make a movie about an unfortunate-looking woman with lupus. She struggles with her faith and has no boyfriends."
Ethan: "She's a really brilliant writer but she's completely unsuccessful."
Maya: "Also recently her mild success has been has been completely disbarred and people are mostly interested in removing her from the canon these days. What do you think?"


Ethan: "Sounds like the makings of a commercial, hit movie!"
"Wildcat" (in select theaters Friday), if it isn't evident, was made independently. Both Hawkes drew heavily on friends they've worked with over the years to round out the cast. Laura Linney, Liam Neeson, Steve Zahn and Vincent D'Onofrio are just several of the names in the big ensemble.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Maya had the idea for a movie around the time she was deciding to commit her life to acting. Despite having two successful actors as parents, including mother Uma Thurman, she'd hesitated primarily because she loved literature so much. If she went to Juilliard, she worried that she'd have to choose. So, in a mild act of rebellion, Maya decided to audition not with a monologue from the theatrical canon, but with one she'd reworked from O'Connor's "Prayer Journal" with her dad on his breaks while filming "The Magnificent Seven."

    


"If I showed them that I was really interested in literature, and if then they still wanted me, then it would probably be a place that would still allow me to explore language and writing and poetry the way that I wanted," Maya said. "What a rebel."
Ethan too had read O'Connor early, at the urging of his mother who wanted him to read female authors in addition to Faulkner and Hemingway. They were both interested in this prickly woman who wrote about faith in a way that wasn't proselytizing, and about race and white Christian hypocrisy as few others did. She was also talented, self-hating and dealing with this illness, which killed her father. She got her diagnosis at 24 and moved back to Milledgeville, Georgia, to live with her mother (portrayed by Linney).
Biopics hold little interest to Ethan, especially, he said "in the age of Wikipedia." But in agreeing to direct and co-write the film, he thought of films like Martin Scorsese's "Raging Bull" and Jane Campion's "An Angel at My Table." They were about real subjects, Jake LaMotta and Janet Frame, but they didn't require any preexisting interest in boxing or literature. They were just films about people.

    


"('Wildcat') is a kind of treatise on imagination, reality and faith and how those three things intersect with each other," Ethan said. "I'm not trying to do a college lesson on Flannery. We used her life experience as a launching pad for a conversation."
Before getting too deep into the process, they also asked themselves hard questions about making a movie about someone who has said racist things.
"It begged the question: Do we want to make a movie about somebody who said some ugly things at some point? And what would that say about us if we did? And how do you be a good anti-racist?" Ethan said. "One of the things that I came down to is that you just can't tell a story about America in the past or the present, frankly, without touching on America's wounds and America's crimes and America's sins. One academic said it very beautifully that Flannery O'Connor is a racist in recovery, like our country."

    


Maya wondered whether depiction is inherently a celebration or if it can be an observation. She hopes it's the latter, which she said is a courtesy that's often extended to films about complicated men but perhaps less so when it's a female subject.
Something author James McBride said while Ethan was working on "The Good Lord Bird" had also stuck with him.
"He used to say how important it was that you don't paint racists with horns on their head because people don't have horns and racism is real," Ethan said.
And after much research and debate, together they decided to not back down from the conversation or defend her.

    


"I'm interested in this woman, and I'm interested in all the truths of her life," he said.
"Wildcat" also inspired Maya's new album, "Chaos Angel" (out May 31). The title and title track came out of a scene she shared with Philip Ettinger where O'Connor is talking about how she used to wrestle with her guardian angel.
"That idea really hit me in my gut," Maya said. "The way in which we resist our best selves. ... As soon as we finished making the movie, I went to record this album."
Maya is currently 25, the age her father was when he'd just finished "Before Sunrise" and was acting on stage in Chicago in Sam Shepard's "Buried Child." They are close and like-minded, often finishing one another's sentences. But Hawke laughs that he is slightly envious of Maya's musical talents.
"There's a part of me that has joked my whole life that all I really am is a failed musician," he said. "All art aspires to be music. It's the easiest emotional connection that we can find with each other. So to watch her excel at this art form? I'm a little jealous of her for that."
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                    Mother's Day is fast approaching on May 12. Here's a guide to Mother's Day gift ideas.
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[image: This photo shows the Altra Lone Peak 8 trail shoe. Reach for tech and gear as gifts for Mother's Day. (Altra Running via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the LifeStraw Go Series filter bottle. For the right mom, outdoor gear is a great Mother's Day gift. (David Weiss via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the SunVilla Milton outdoor suite. If you're looking for a Mother's Day splurge, a she shed fits the bill. (Keith Sutter via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Not all moms are the same. They like and do different things. Some, gasp, don't love the idea of flowers and chocolates for Mother's Day.
Consider these alternative gifts, many based on testimonials from actual moms.
PAMPER, PAMPER, PAMPER
There's a zillion ways to pamper mom. There's breakfast in bed, of course, and homemade coupon books offering to do some of her least favorite chores, or joining her on something she loves but you don't. If you're looking for a self-care something, this hair tool is pricy but there's little it can't do. There are styler-dryer Dyson Airwrap sets for straight to wavy, and curly to coily hair. All avoid extreme heat. So many attachments. So little time. $599.99. Widely available.
SERVE UP SOME SERVICE
Still in the pamper mom search? Gift cards for mani-pedis, a spa day or a spa weekend may be greatly appreciated. How about cleaning out the garage or pantry without complaint? Not happening? Re-pot some plants, clean up the garden or put in a bunch of new annuals to add color. Try a gift card for car detailing, and an offer to go get it done so she doesn't have to. Better yet, kids, clean mom's car inside and out for free. Do a good job.

    


SPEAKING OF GARDENS
Consider a swing through a garden center or three so mom can pick out whatever she wants. Again, with no grumbling. Alternatively, go yourself and bring home flats full of her favorites. Offer to do her indoor chores for a week so she can spend more time in the garden. Gift her some new outdoor containers or fancy indoor pots.




FOR OUTDOORSY, ACTIVE MOM
Whether mom is a runner, hiker or camper, think gear. There's so much tech in gear and she may not be completely up to date. If that's not important, there's plenty of just regular stuff, too. Perhaps a LifeStraw water filter bottle.  $44.95. Check out the Altra Lone Peak trail shoes. $140. A fancy tent or camp stove, perhaps. High performance shorts and matching tops. A new bicycle? The possibilities are endless. 
FOR THE COFFEE MOM

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bags of her favorite beans, or anything coffee-related. Coffee pods, a Starbucks card, a new coffee maker, funny coffee-themed signs for the kitchen, a homemade coffee cake to go with mom's cup of Joe. Have at it. You could even turn her on to some new beans. Artisanal java is everywhere.

    


LET HER CLAIM THE DAY
Mother's Day is usually about togetherness. What if mom wants to go it alone? Easier said than done for some families. If doable, send her somewhere on the actual day, rather than a future one, where for 24 hours her every need and desire will be anticipate and met. Massage, delicious food, alone time in a calming, private outdoor spot by a creek. No one asking her for a single thing. A slice of heaven.
FLY IN SOME LOVED ONES
Sometimes, new moms just want their own moms. That's not always possible, considering distance and cost. Splurge! Especially if mom is marking her first postpartum Mother's Day. Fly in her mom if you have to. Plan a nice brunch, either at home or at a restaurant, followed by an afternoon at a botanical garden or a park. Are there grandkids? Daughters who are pregnant or with new babies? Make it happen that everybody is together. It's what memories are made of.

    


FEED A PASSION, ENHANCE A HOBBY
Does mom collect a specific kind of crystal, china, anything else? You could pick up a piece or come up with a new or expanded display scheme. See if there's a museum tie-in, either locally or on a trip, that you could take her to. Does the cherished collected thing inspire coffee-table books or books of history? Is she passionate about a specific TV show or movie franchise? Merch is everything. How about a new yoga mat?
LARGE PURCHASE ALERT
Got a backyard? Got a mom who wants a she shed? Seize the day! Buy a garden shed and convert it, or spend more on a higher-end structure. Head to Amazon or Etsy or Lowe's or Wayfair or tons of other places. Choose the perfect wooden she shed at Solidbuildwood.com here. Also try StudioShed. SunVilla via Costco.com has a particularly chic glass and aluminum shed good for all seasons. $4,499.99. Back in stock mid-May. It's worth the wait.
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    [image: Wrexham fans invade the pitch celebrating promotion to League One after the final whistle of a League Two soccer match, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Wrexham, Wales. The Welsh team co-owned by actor Ryan Reynolds clinched promotion to the third tier of English soccer thanks to a 6-0 home win over Forest Green on Saturday. (Jacob King/PA via AP)]
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[image: This image released by FX shows Ryan Reynolds, left, and Rob McElhenney in a scene from the third season of "Welcome to Wrexham." (FX via AP)]
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[image: Wrexham Co-Owner Rob McElhenney, rear, and Elliot Lee of Wrexham celebrate after the English League Two soccer match between Wrexham and Stockport at the Racecourse Ground Stadium in Wrexham, Wales, Saturday, April 27, 2024. Wrexham AFC got promoted to League One.(AP Photo/Jon Super)]
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[image: Wrexham supporters cheer during the English League Two soccer match between Wrexham and Stockport at the Racecourse Ground Stadium in Wrexham, Wales, Saturday, April 27, 2024.(AP Photo/Jon Super)]
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                                        Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney have given an insight into their long-term ambitions for Welsh soccer team Wrexham, which they hope could eventually see the capacity of its Racecourse Ground stadium increase massively to 55,000. 
The Hollywood pair have already transformed the fortunes of the historic but down-on-its-luck club through their $2.5 million takeover in 2021 and the fly-on-the-wall documentary series "Welcome to Wrexham" that is streamed around the world. 
After back-to-back promotions, Wrexham will play in the third tier of English soccer next season.
Currently the Racecourse only holds 12,600 fans, with plans to build a new 5,500-capacity stand in place. But Reynolds and McElhenney's vision is to build one of the biggest stadiums in English soccer. 
"We have a plan in place right now that would eventually work from stand to stand, so eventually you get all four sides. It's hard to say for sure, but we think we could get between 45-and-55,000 people in there," McElhenney told entertainment website Collider. 

    


"Like the whole town could come to the game," Reynolds added. 
The biggest club stadium in the English league is Manchester United's Old Trafford, which has a capacity of 74,310.




Reynolds and McElhenney have been frustrated so far in their attempts to develop the Racecourse, which they hoped would see a new stand opened for the start of the 2024-25 season.
In the face of ongoing delays, a temporary stand was erected last season. 
"It's a lot harder to build in the U.K. than, I found, almost anywhere else in the world," McElhenney said. 
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
More AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: This cover image released by Dutton Books for Young Readers shows "SUNDERWORLD, VOL. 1: The Extraordinary Disappointments of Leopold Berry," by Ransom Riggs. (Dutton Books for Young Readers via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ransom Riggs' first new series since the million-selling "Miss Peregrine" books will launch this summer.
"Sunderworld, Vol. 1 The Extraordinary Disappointments of Leopold Berry" begins the adventures of a Los Angeles teen who, after his mother's death, has some surreal encounters in his everyday life. Dutton Books for Young Readers, a Penguin Random House imprint, will publish "Sunderworld" on Aug. 27.
"I've always been drawn to portal fantasies in fiction," Riggs said in a statement Wednesday. "They feel like invitations to optimistic worlds where, ultimately, joy is possible, if only you can find the key. We're living through some very heavy, very dark times -- we have been for a while -- and this story is meant to be an escape -- and a respite from darkness."
Riggs' "Miss Peregrine" novels have sold more than 10 million copies. The first book in the series, "Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children," was adapted by Tim Burton into a 2016 film starring Eva Green.
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    [image: This image provided by the Pennsylvania Attorney General's Office shows Heather Pressdee. The Pennsylvania nurse who administered lethal or potentially lethal doses of insulin to numerous patients pleaded guilty to three counts of murder and other charges Thursday, May 2, 2024 and sentenced to life in prison. (Pennsylvania Attorney General's Office via AP)]
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                                        A Pennsylvania nurse who administered lethal or potentially lethal doses of insulin to numerous patients pleaded guilty to three counts of murder and other charges Thursday and was sentenced to life in prison.
Heather Pressdee, 41, was given three consecutive life sentences and another consecutive term of 380-760 years behind bars during a hearing in Butler, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) north of Pittsburgh. She played a role in the deaths of at least 17 patients who lived in five health facilities in four counties between 2020 and 2023, prosecutors said.
The victims ranged in age from 43 to 104. Coworkers often questioned Pressdee's conduct and said she frequently showed disdain for her patients and made derogatory comments about them, authorities said.
Pressdee pleaded guilty to three counts of first-degree murder and 19 counts of attempted murder. She initially was charged in May 2023 with killing two nursing home patients and injuring a third,. Further investigation led to dozens of more charges against her. During a February hearing in which she argued with her attorneys, she indicated that she wanted to plead guilty.

    


The plea hearing was expected to last through Friday because several people wanted to give victim impact statements, officials said.




Prosecutors alleged that Pressdee, of Harrison, gave excessive amounts of insulin to patients, some diabetic and some not. She typically administered the insulin during overnight shifts, when staffing was low and the emergencies wouldn't prompt immediate hospitalization.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Her nursing license was suspended early last year, not long after the initial charges were filed.
According to court documents, Pressdee sent her mother texts between April 2022 and May 2023 in which she discussed her unhappiness with various patients and colleagues, and spoke about potentially harming them. She also voiced similar complaints about people she encountered at restaurants and other places.

    


Pressdee had a history of being "disciplined for abusive behavior towards patients and/or staff at each facility resulting in her resigning or being terminated," prosecutors said in court documents. Beginning in 2018, Pressdee held a number of jobs at western Pennsylvania nursing homes and facilities for short periods, according to the documents.
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    [image: This image provided by the Norwalk Police Department shows the scene of a tanker fire on I-95 in Norwalk, Conn., Thursday, May 2, 2024. Both sides of I-95, the East Coast's main north-south highway, were shut down following the early morning crash involving a passenger car, a tractor-trailer and a tanker truck carrying 8,500 gallons (about 32,000 liters) of gasoline. (Norwalk Police Department via AP)]
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[image: In this image provided by the Connecticut Governor's Office, emergency personnel work at the scene of a fiery early morning crash that left both sides of Interstate 95, the East Coast's main north-south highway, shut down in southwestern Connecticut., Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Norwalk, Conn. (Norwalk Fire Department/Connecticut Governor's Office via AP)]
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                                        HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) -- A tanker truck filled with gasoline burst into flames in a three-vehicle crash on Interstate 95 in southwest Connecticut, closing the East Coast's main north-south highway Thursday and causing major traffic jams.
Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont said there were no serious injuries in the 5:30 a.m. accident in Norwalk. But the highway was expected to be closed for much of the day. 
Text alerts were sent to residents of Connecticut, New York and New Jersey and trucking companies were notified to find alternative routes and means of travel, he said. U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg also was notified. 
"I know what an incredible inconvenience this is for people and all I can ask you to do is stay away from that area as best you can," Lamont said during a briefing in Hartford. "The traffic jams are horrendous."

    


Traffic was backed up for dozens of miles during the morning rush hour and the crash left other highways and secondary roads in gridlock. The major alternate route in the area, the Merritt Parkway, cannot be used by trucks because the underpasses on that highway are too low. 




The accident was reminiscent of last year's deadly accident in Philadelphia along I-95 when a tractor-trailer carrying gasoline lost control and caught fire, destroying a section of the highway. 
Thursday's accident occurred under a bridge. The overpass has been damaged but appeared to be "stable and safe," said Scott Hill, chief engineer for the Connecticut Department of Transportation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Engineers were still waiting at noon to access the scene and assess the full extent of the damage with the goal of getting the highway reopened as quickly as possible. 
The governor had planned to provide another update on the situation at 2 p.m., but later pushed that briefing back to 5 p.m.
"As you know, there has been several other incidents around the state and elsewhere where when a tanker truck caught fire underneath the bridge, the bridge ultimately had to be replaced," Norwalk Mayor Harry Rilling said. "Hopefully that will be the case here."

    


Utility crews were working to replace downed wires and crews also needed to offload about 3,000 gallons (about 11,400 liters) of gasoline that remained on the tanker, which was carrying a load of about 8,500 gallons (about 32,000 liters) when it crashed, officials said.
"Gasoline can really heat up and heat the bridge up and cause the steel to deform," Hill said. "Once we figure out everything that's associated with the safety of the traveling public and what we can and can't do, we'll get more updates to you."
Environmental crews were also working to clean up gasoline and firefighting foam. The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection said the runoff was contained to a retention pond and did not make it into the Norwalk River. 
The crash came just over a year after a similar wreck on Interstate 95 in Connecticut that forced the closure of the highway.
In April 2023, another fuel truck caught fire after colliding with a stopped car on the Gold Star Memorial Bridge between New London and Groton. The fuel truck driver was killed. The crash shut down the southbound side of the bridge for hours, while the northbound side was closed briefly. The driver of the car was recently charged with negligent homicide. 
----
Associated Press writer Dave Collins contributed to this report 
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- A Pennsylvania man who authorities say killed his girlfriend in a Nevada desert has been convicted.
A jury in U.S. District Court in Nevada on Wednesday found John Matthew Chapman, 44, guilty of one count of kidnapping resulting in death, court records show. He faces life in prison at a sentencing hearing scheduled for Aug. 2.
Authorities did not release the woman's name. They say that after killing her in September 2019, Chapman pretended to be her on her Facebook messenger account and lived at her residence.
The woman's neighbors in Bethel Park, Pennsylvania, became suspicious when they hadn't seen her or her vehicle for months but saw Chapman around the house, prosecutors said. Police conducted a welfare check and found identification cards with Chapman's name and photo, the victim's cellphone, zip ties and a roll of duct tape, they said.

    


Chapman admitted leading the woman to believe the two were taking a road trip to Las Vegas for a photo shoot, prosecutors said. Instead, they said, he brought her to a Nevada desert, tied her up and suffocated her. They added that he admitted killing her for her money.
The Associated Press left an email message with Chapman's attorneys Thursday seeking comment.
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                                        LUBBOCK, Texas (AP) -- A decayed utility pole that broke, causing power wires to fall on dry grass in the Texas Panhandle, sparked the state's largest wildfire in history, a Texas House committee confirmed Wednesday.
And other poorly maintained power equipment sparked four additional fires across the region earlier this year, the committee said.
The committee also found that a lack of readily available air support, ineffective communication from faulty equipment and coordination among agencies inhibited on-the-ground efforts to contain the Smokehouse Creek fire and others that ravaged the Panhandle earlier this year.
In response, the committee made up of three House members and two landowners recommended the Legislature have more effective monitoring and rule enforcement to check "irresponsible" oil and gas operators and improve accountability with utility providers when it comes to inspecting and replacing power poles.

    


The 48-page report largely confirmed what was previously established in the days and weeks following the fire. It appeared to rely heavily on testimony from three days of public hearings the committee held in Pampa, a Panhandle town near where the fires raged.




The deadly wildfires disrupted life in the Texas Panhandle after they started in late February. 
Two people died and more than 1 million acres burned across several counties -- Hutchinson, Hemphill, Roberts, Carson, Gray and Wheeler.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The fires caused extensive damage in its wake. The Panhandle region is largely rural, where cattle are known to outnumber residents. More than 85% of the state's cattle population is located in the Panhandle. 
Many residents lost everything -- 138 homes burned, according to the report, and more than 15,000 head of cattle, including pregnant cows, perished.
Hundreds of water wells were also destroyed as the fires raged through the Panhandle. According to the report, this has eliminated sources of water for people and livestock in the region, creating another hurdle to overcome.

    


Xcel Energy, a Minnesota-based company that has provided electricity in that portion of the state, previously acknowledged its role in the Smokehouse Creek fire. 
Following the release of the committee's report, it said they are taking action to mitigate wildfire risk, including updating systems to be more resilient in extreme weather and adjusting wildfire settings on their equipment.
"We care deeply about the Panhandle communities harmed by wildfires," the company said. "Our people live and work in these same communities."
The company said it they look forward to working with the Public Utility Commission, the state legislature, members of the public and other agencies in response to the wildfires. 
Osmose Utility Services, a Georgia-based company Xcel has contracted to manage its lines in Texas, did not return messages from the 
Tribune. Both companies have been sued in the aftermath of the fire.
Scott McBroom, a Fritch resident, fled his home when the Windy Deuce Fire breached his neighborhood. McBroom and his wife Deana lost everything. It was his childhood home.

    


McBroom, who learned about the report's findings through a Texas Tribune reporter, said he was angry to hear it. He said companies should have done more to maintain the power lines and poles.
"It's just frustrating because through no fault of your own you end up losing everything," he said. "It does make you angry because they have been neglecting stuff for a while."
The family, including their dogs, are living with their daughter in Borger while they figure out what's next.
Efforts to extinguish the fires showed how flawed the state's response to emergencies is in vulnerable areas of Texas. 
Volunteer fire departments were first on the scene, but had poor equipment, including broken radios, due to running on a tight budget. 
Wind speeds and a lack of availability caused a delay in air support being used as the fire spread.
The committee also called for more resources to contain wildfires before they grow out of control. 
Their suggestions range from Texas obtaining its own firefighting air fleet, additional funding for volunteer fire departments, and upgrading statewide communications systems for better communication across all responding agencies.

    


Investigators began looking into poorly-maintained power lines as the cause of the fire in the days after it started. 
According to the report, wildfires ignited by power lines have been among the most destructive in the region since 2000 -- causing more than 1,300 fires and burning more than 1.4 million acres.
The committee was chaired by Rep. Ken King, a Canadian Republican. It also included Republican Reps. Dustin Burrows of Lubbock and Todd Hunter of Corpus Christi, and landowners Jason Abraham and James Henderson as public members of the committee.
___
The Texas Tribune's Carlos Nogueras Ramos contributed to this report.
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- With a meeting by the Federal Reserve out of the way, U.S. stocks are ticking higher Thursday as Wall Street waits for reports on profit at one of its most influential stocks and on the health of the country's job market. 
The S&P 500 was up 0.6% in afternoon trading, a day after swinging sharply when the Federal Reserve said it's likely delaying cuts to interest rates but not planning to hike them. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 221 points, or 0.6%, as of 1:19 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 1.1% higher.
The bond market was also relatively quiet ahead of Friday's report from the U.S. government on how many jobs employers added last month. It's one of the most highly anticipated economic reports each month, and economists expect it to show a slowdown in hiring. 
Apple, meanwhile, will say how much it earned at the start of 2024 after trading ends Thursday. It's the latest to report among the group of stocks known as the "Magnificent Seven," which drove the majority of the market's gains last year. Apple stock gained 1.9%.

    


Earnings reports from other companies were helping to drive the market. Qualcomm rose 9.6% after topping forecasts for profit and revenue in the latest quarter. The tech company also gave forecasted ranges for upcoming revenue and profit whose midpoints topped analysts' expectations.




Carvana revved 30% higher after the used-car seller reported much better results for the latest quarter than analysts expected, boosted by better-than-forecast sales.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

MGM Resorts International roared 2.7% higher after likewise topping forecasts for profit and revenue. It credited stronger traffic at MGM China, which ramped up as COVID-19 restrictions fell away in Macau.
They helped to offset a 14.3% drop for Etsy, which only roughly matched analysts' expectations for results and revenue. It cited a "still challenging" environment where customers broadly are more selective about the non-essentials they're buying.

    


DoorDash sank 11.5% after reporting a worse loss than expected. The company, which has been spending more on personnel and research and development, also gave a forecasted range for underlying earning trends in the current quarter whose midpoint fell short of analysts' expectations.
Peloton Interactive swung from an early gain to a loss of 9.6% after it said it would cut roughly 400 jobs as part of a program to save $200 million in costs annually. It also said its CEO, Barry McCarthy, is stepping down. The company's stock had fallen to a record low last week.
Linde was one of the heaviest weights on the S&P 500, sinking 5.5%, despite reporting stronger results for the latest quarter than expected. Revenue for the industrial gases and engineering company fell short of Wall Street's expectations, as did the midpoint of its forecasted range for earnings in the current quarter. 
In the bond market, which has been helping to dictate much of the stock market's movements recently, yields were easing following some economic reports.

    


One showed that fewer U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week than economists expected. It's the latest signal that the job market remains solid despite high interest rates.
A separate, potentially more disappointing report suggested growth in how much U.S. workers produced per hour worked was weaker at the start of 2024 than economists expected. A measure comparing labor costs to productivity, meanwhile, rose by more than expected in the preliminary report. That could put upward pressure on inflation, which is one of the biggest fears on Wall Street.
The economy is in a tight spot, where the hope is that it remains strong enough to stay out of a recession but not so strong that it worsens the already stalled progress on inflation.
Stubbornly high readings on inflation this year are what pushed Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell to say on Wednesday that it will likely take "longer than previously expected" to get enough confidence inflation is under control before it can cut interest rates.

    


The Fed's main interest rate has been sitting at its highest level since 2001, and cuts would release some pressure on the economy and financial markets.
After coming into the year forecasting six or more cuts to rates in 2024, traders are now largely betting on just one or two, if any, according to data from CME Group.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury fell to 4.58% from 4.63% late Wednesday. The two-year yield, which moves more closely with expectations for the Fed, fell to 4.89% from 4.97%.
In stock markets abroad, indexes were mixed across Asia and Europe. Hong Kong's Hang Seng jumped 2.5%, while other markets in China were closed for a holiday.
___
AP writers Matt Ott and Zimo Zhong contributed.
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- A 22-year-old man has been arrested in the fatal shooting of a Chicago police officer who was slain while off-duty and heading home from work, police said.
Xavier L. Tate Jr., was taken into custody Wednesday evening by the Chicago Police Department and the U.S. Marshals Great Lakes Regional Fugitive Task Force for the murder of Officer Luis M. Huesca, 30, Chicago police said in a post on the social platform X.
"We ask that the people of this city continue to support the Huesca family by keeping them in your prayers as they continue to mourn the loss of a beloved son, brother and uncle," the post adds.
The Chicago Police Department's office of news affairs said Thursday that no additional information was available regarding the case involving Tate and that the investigation was ongoing.
A message seeking information about when Tate would be arraigned and whether he has an attorney who could speak on his behalf was left Thursday with the Cook County State's Attorney's Office by The Associated Press.

    


A Cook County judge issued an arrest warrant last Friday charging Tate with murder in Huesca's killing. The officer was shot multiple times shortly before 3 a.m. on April 21 on the city's Southwest Side and pronounced dead at a hospital.




He was in uniform but wearing something on top of it to cover it as is customary for off-duty officers, Superintendent Larry Snelling said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Huesca, a six-year veteran of the police department, was found outside with gunshot wounds, police have said. His vehicle was taken, but police have not confirmed whether the shooting was part of a carjacking. 
Hundreds of people lined the streets Monday for a funeral procession for Huesca, who was laid to rest following church services in Chicago.
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                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- A Kentucky judge has declined to remove a court injunction that has blocked executions in the state for more than a decade.
Franklin County Circuit Judge Phillip Shepherd, whose order blocked Kentucky's lethal injections in 2010, wrote in a ruling Wednesday he would hold off on deciding on the ban, saying there have been changes to lethal injection regulations since then. He said there may also be constitutional questions about the new regulations that have to be settled.
Kentucky prison officials have carried out three executions since 1976, and none since 2008. There are about two dozen inmates on the state's death row.
Kentucky Attorney General Russell Coleman, a Republican who took office in January, has called on Shepherd to reverse his injunction, arguing that the families of victims "have suffered in limbo for long enough."

    


"They deserve the justice that was lawfully delivered by a jury," Coleman said in a media release.
Coleman's office argued in a hearing in Shepherd's court last week that recent changes made by the state to capital punishment regulations brings them into compliance with the concerns raised by the 2010 injunction. The new regulation updates the methods by which inmates are found ineligible for execution due to intellectual disabilities. A motion filed by Coleman's office in March said other concerns raised in the injunction, including the drugs used in lethal injection, were previously resolved. 




"There is no longer any basis for the injunction, and the court should lift it," Coleman's motion said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Coleman said he would quickly appeal Shepherd's ruling.
Shepherd noted in the ruling Wednesday that the plaintiff who originally sought the injunction, inmate Gregory Wilson, had his death sentence commuted by former Gov. Matt Bevin in 2019. The judge wrote that there were questions about Wilson's mental disabilities, along with "unresolved issues concerning the lethal injection protocols." 

    


"Because the death warrant against plaintiff Wilson no longer exists, and the regulations have been amended, the court can see no reason to address the issue of injunctive relief at this time," Shepherd wrote.
Wilson was a plaintiff in a lawsuit brought by several death row inmates challenging the state's execution rules. 
Shepherd halted lethal injections as the state prepared to execute Wilson for a 1987 murder in Kenton County. The judge expressed concerns about how the state would determine if an inmate is mentally disabled and whether the use of a three-drug mixture caused an unconstitutional amount of pain and suffering.
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Sheriffs would be required to temporarily hold inmates in jail that federal immigration agents believe are in the country illegally under a bill passed by the North Carolina Senate on Thursday.
But unlike two previous versions of the bill successfully shot down by Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper's veto in the last five years, the measure stands a strong chance of becoming law thanks to GOP seat gains.
The Senate voted along party lines for the measure in a 28-16 vote. Now the legislation returns to the House, where Speaker Tim Moore said Wednesday he supports the measure and that his chamber could vote on the Senate changes as soon as next week. 
An affirmative House vote would send the measure to Cooper, who could veto it again. But a GOP supermajority in both chambers since last year means Cooper's veto could be overridden and the bill enacted if Republicans stay united. 

    


The bill, sponsored by several key House leaders, centers around the issue of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement detainers. Those are requests for local law enforcement to notify federal immigration agents about an inmate believed to be in the country unlawfully and maintain custody. 




State Republicans have said the need for the bill is apparent as several sheriffs across the state, particularly from Democratic urban counties, haven't cooperated with immigration agents. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Most sheriffs comply, but we have a few who don't want to," said Wilson County Republican Sen. Buck Newton on Thursday. "This has been going on for years and years and years that it's reached the point of critical mass." 
Under the proposed changes, all sheriffs or jailers are required to hold inmates accused of serious crimes for up to 48 hours if a detainer is issued. It also mandates the involvement of judicial officials to order law enforcement to hold the inmate in question, according to the bill. 

    


A Senate amendment to the bill would allow anyone to file a complaint with the state Attorney's General Office if they believe a jail administrator is not complying with the law. The legislation would go into effect on July 1. 
Senate Republicans used a parliamentary maneuver to table another amendment from Sen. Mujtaba Mohammed, a Mecklenburg County Democrat, that would allow a district attorney to file an objection to a detainer on behalf of a crime victim who seeks prosecution against an inmate in North Carolina. A district judge would have the ultimate say over whether a jail administrator would comply with a detainer request.
"You need to join me in supporting victims of crime and victims of domestic violence and prosecutors across our state by allowing them to seek justice by voting no," Mohammed said.
Current state law already asks sheriffs or other law enforcement officials to check an inmate's legal status if they are charged with serious crimes. If the jailer cannot determine someone's legal status, a query should be sent to ICE.
Two previous iterations of the bill failed to become law in 2019 and 2022 when Cooper vetoed them and Democrats held enough seats to block an override veto. 

    


In response to the legislation, the governor's office said Wednesday that Cooper was concerned if the bill was constitutional and effective in making communities safer. It would take away authority from sheriffs for "purely political purposes," spokesperson Jordan Monaghan said.
As with previous bill versions, advocates for Latino immigrants spoke against the mandate in Senate committees this week and during a lobbying day on Wednesday.
They said the requirement would actually make communities less safe by instilling fear into immigrants, especially those who are undocumented, by discouraging them from reporting crimes or building trust with law enforcement.
"The Republican majority in this legislature continues to push forward extreme laws that target immigrants and punishes our community for merely existing," Axel Herrera Ramos of Durham with the advocacy group Mi Familia en Accion said at a rally outside the old Capitol building. "Don't tell me it's about safety."

    


At least six states broadly outlaw local agencies' ability to restrict federal immigration law enforcement involvement, National Conference of State Legislatures policy analyst Jay Gideon said in an email. These prohibitions aim to strike down "sanctuary" policies that do not enforce local cooperation with federal immigration agents.
Georgia's Republican Gov. Brian Kemp also signed a bill Wednesday requiring jailers to check inmates' immigration status and criminalizes the failure to do so.
___
Associated Press writer Gary Robertson in Raleigh contributed to this report. 
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                                        SAN ANTONIO (AP) -- A Texas man who made an online threat of a mass attack on a convention of young conservative activists in Florida in 2022 was sentenced to five years in federal prison.
Federal prosecutors said Alejandro Richard Velasquez Gomez, 20, of San Antonio posted a threat on social media to attack the Turning Point USA Student Action Summit in Tampa. Turning Point is a Donald Trump-aligned group that organizes young people on college campuses into conservative activism. Velasquez pleaded guilty in 2023 to a charge of interstate threatening communication and was sentenced Wednesday.
Investigators said Velasquez posted on Instagram that the first day of the convention would be "the day of retribution the day I will have revenge against all of humanity." Velasquez had bought a plane ticket to fly from Austin to Tampa on July 22 but canceled the ticket the night before his flight.

    


In court documents, investigators said they they believed Velasquez had planned an attack similar to a violent rampage in 2014 in which Elliot Rodger, 22, killed six students and wounded more than a dozen others near the University of California, Santa Barbara, before killing himself.




In a statement announcing the sentence, federal prosecutors said Velasquez tried to obstruct the FBI investigation by using a group of minor girls to help him delete information from his online accounts, and contacting witnesses to hide evidence and influence testimony.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This man used social media to broadcast the message that he intended to travel across the country and carry out a violent act at an event catering to young political activists," said U.S. Attorney Jaime Esparza for the Western District of Texas. "Fortunately, his post was reported to officials who intervened." 
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    [image: A hiring sign is displayed at a retail store in Chicago, Monday, March 11, 2024. On Thursday, May 2, 2024, the Labor Department reports on the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last week.(AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits was unchanged last week and remains historically low as the labor market continues to show resiliency in the face of high interest rates and elevated inflation.
The Labor Department reported Thursday that unemployment claims for the week ending April 27 was 208,000, the same as the previous week. That's the fewest since mid-February.
The four-week average of claims, which softens some of the weekly volatility, fell by 3,500 to 210,000.
Weekly unemployment claims are considered a proxy for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week and a sign of where the job market is headed. They have remained at historically low levels since the pandemic purge of millions of jobs in the spring of 2020.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Number of Americans applying for jobless claims remains historically low.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Rita Foley reports on the labor market.

    

The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in a bid to stifle the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy rebounded from the COVID-19 recession of 2020. The Fed's intention was to loosen the labor market and cool wage growth, which it said contributed to persistently high inflation.

    


Many economists thought there was a chance the rapid rate hikes could cause a recession, but jobs have remained plentiful and the economy forged on thanks to strong spending by U.S. consumers.




Last month, U.S. employers added a surprising 303,000 jobs, yet another example of the U.S. economy's resilience in the face of high interest rates. The unemployment rate dipped from 3.9% to 3.8% and has now remained below 4% for 26 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are signs that the labor market may be softening. Earlier this week, the government reported 8.5 million job openings, the lowest number of vacancies in three years.
Though layoffs remain at low levels, companies have been announcing more job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, Apple and eBay have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, Peloton also has recently cut jobs.
In total, 1.77 million Americans were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended April 20. That's also the same as the previous week.
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                                        SHERMAN, Texas (AP) -- A school board in Texas has accepted a voluntary separation agreement with its superintendent who was suspended after removing a transgender student from a role in the musical "Oklahoma!"
The school board said in a statement that it voted Wednesday "to accept a voluntary separation agreement with Superintendent Dr. Tyson Bennett," who was suspended in March after the board opened an investigation into the decision to remove the student.
" The school district will continue to operate as normal in the best interest of students, staff and families," according to the statement.
Terms of the settlement were not revealed. 
The school board in November apologized and reinstated 17-year-old Max Hightower and the remainder of the original cast after a public outcry in the city near the Oklahoma border and about 65 miles (105 kilometers) north of Dallas.
Hightower's father, Phillip Hightower, said at the time that a school official told them the reason for removing his son and some girls from the production was a new school policy that only males play males and females play females.
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                                        The rate of businesses in the U.S. using AI is still relatively small but growing rapidly, with firms in information technology, and in locations like Colorado and the District of Columbia, leading the way, according to a new paper from U.S. Census Bureau researchers.
Overall use of AI tools by firms in the production of goods and services rose from 3.7% last fall to 5.4% in February, and it is expected to rise in the U.S. to 6.6% by early fall, according to the bureau's Business Trends and Outlook Survey released this spring.
The use of AI by firms is still rather small because many businesses haven't yet seen a need for it, Census Bureau researchers said in an accompanying paper.
"Many small businesses, such as barber shops, nail salons or dry cleaners, may not yet see a use for AI, but this can change with growing business applications of AI," they said. "One potential explanation is the current lack of AI applications to a wide variety of business problems."

    


Few firms utilizing AI tools reported laying off workers because of it. Instead, many businesses that use AI were expanding compared to other firms. They also were developing new work flows, training staff on the technology and purchasing related services, the researchers said.




The rate of AI use among business sectors varied widely, from 1.4% in construction and agriculture to 18.1% in information technology. Larger firms were more likely to be using the technology than small and midsize firms, but the smallest firms used it more than midsize businesses, according to the researchers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The type of work AI was used for the most included marketing tasks, customer service chatbots, getting computers to understand human languages, text and data analytics and voice recognition.
Erik Paul, the chief operating officer of a software development company in Orlando, has been using AI tools for about a year to generate images for marketing materials, help write compliance paperwork that can be tedious and compare different versions of documentation for products.

    


"It has become an integral part of our day," Paul said Thursday. "But the problem is, you can't trust it. You can never blindly copy and paste. Sometimes the context gets thrown off and it throws in erroneous details that aren't helpful or change the tone of the topic you are writing about."
The two places with the nation's highest AI use by firms, Colorado and the District of Columbia, had adoption rates of 7.4% and 7.2%, respectively. Not far behind those states were Florida, Delaware, California and Washington State. Mississippi had the smallest AI use with 1.7% of firms.
The survey showed some ambivalence among firms about whether they will adopt AI to their businesses in the near future or continue using it. Two-thirds of firms not yet using AI reported that they expect to remain non-users, and 14% of firms not yet using the technology were unsure if they would do so down the road. 
Around 14% of current users reported that they didn't expect to continue utilizing AI in the near future, "potentially indicating some degree of ongoing experimentation or temporary use that may result in de-adoption," the researchers said.

    


The statistical agency plans to continue tracking AI use by businesses, Ron Jarmin, the Census Bureau's deputy director, said Thursday.
"For the first time that I know of, we are in a place to measure the diffusion of a general-purpose technology through the economy to learn what impact it has," Jarmin said.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ai-census-bureau-business-technology-537a4db7e33fe047963b8c26bf7c366c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Police in Fort Worth say four children are among six people wounded in a drive-by shooting | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Police in Fort Worth say four children are among six people wounded in a drive-by shooting

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) -- Four children are among six people wounded in a drive-by shooting at a Fort Worth, Texas, apartment complex, according to police.
The six were shot about 7:30 p.m. Wednesday and five were taken to a hospital while one refused treatment, according to Officer Brad Perez of the Fort Worth Police Department.
Their conditions were not released, and Perez said in an email Thursday morning that police were still "gathering information" about the shooting.
No arrests have been announced, but the shooting was called "stupid" by Police Chief Neil Noakes, who said he is sickened by the violence.
"It makes me angry, I am mad," Noakes said. "There is absolutely no reason anybody should be conducting themselves in such a violent, careless, heartless way that children should be shot."
Noakes said the shooting appeared to be isolated and that there was no danger to the public.
Perez said the wounded range in age from 3 to 19 and that they were shot by someone in a vehicle that drove by them while they were outside the apartments. 
Perez said police had not determined the precise ages of all those wounded.
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- The first serious effort by Mississippi's Republican-led Legislature to expand Medicaid appeared to be crumbling Thursday as leaders argued over whether to let voters decide the issue.
Under pressure during the final days of a four-month session, House and Senate negotiators released a proposal Monday to authorize Medicaid coverage for tens of thousands more low-income people, but it included a work requirement.
House Democrats balked before the plan could come up for a vote, saying it was Medicaid expansion in name only because the federal government has blocked several states from having such mandates.
Mississippi is one of the poorest states and has some of the worst health outcomes. Some business leaders, clergy members and health advocates are lobbying for Mississippi to join 40 other states in expanding Medicaid as allowed under the health overhaul law signed by then-President Barack Obama in 2010. 

    


After more negotiations Wednesday, House Speaker Jason White said his chamber would file a new proposal Thursday. It would put two questions on the ballot this November: Should Mississippi expand Medicaid? If so, should the expansion include a work requirement?




"For years, the response to Medicaid expansion was not just no, but entirely dismissed; with this ballot referendum, Mississippians will now have a seat at the table on how we improve healthcare outcomes in our state," White said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republican Lt. Gov. Delbert Hosemann said Wednesday night that the proposal to put Medicaid expansion on the ballot "was not well received" by Senate leaders.
"We are disappointed in the outcome this year, but value the discussions which occurred this Session -- the first time this Legislature has seriously considered healthcare reform in our state," Hosemann said. "I remain committed to finding ways to increase access for working Mississippians who otherwise do not have the resources for a simple check-up or an extended hospital stay."

    


Hosemann said Senate leaders are firm about having a work requirement "with necessary exceptions."
Even if legislators agree on a plan, they face a likely veto from Republican Gov. Tate Reeves, who refers to Medicaid as welfare and says he does not want more people dependent on the insurance program that's funded by federal and state governments.
The proposal filed Monday night would require new Mississippi Medicaid recipients to be employed at least 100 hours a month in a job that does not provide private health insurance. Otherwise, they must fit into other categories, such as being a fulltime student or the parent of a child younger than 6.
If the federal government rejects Mississippi's work requirement, the state Division of Medicaid would be required to continue seeking approval each year -- an acknowledgement that a different federal administration might provide a different decision.
Georgia is the only state with a Medicaid work requirement, and it is suing the federal government to keep the mandate in place. The work requirement was approved by then-President Donald Trump's administration, but the Biden administration announced in December 2021 that it was revoking the approval. Georgia sued.

    


The House voted by a wide bipartisan margin in late February to expand Medicaid coverage to about 200,000 people who earn up to 138% of the federal poverty level, or $20,120 annually for one person. Mississippi has about 3 million residents, and its Medicaid program covered 374,823 people in March.
In late March, the Senate passed its own pared-down version that would extend eligibility to people earning up to 100% of the federal poverty level, just over $15,000 for one person. Senate Medicaid Committee Chairman Kevin Blackwell, a Republican from Southaven, said about 80,000 people would become eligible for coverage. 
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Toothbrushes used to be simple, powered only by your hand so they never broke down. Nowadays, rechargeable electric toothbrushes are increasingly popular because they make brushing easier and more effective, but they are a headache when they stop working properly. 
Inside an electric toothbrush's waterproof housing is a battery that powers a tiny motor which rapidly rotates or vibrates a replaceable brush head. The batteries are usually rechargeable but don't last forever. The question of their longevity, and toothbrush repairability as a whole, is the subject of many online forums.
If you've ever owned one, you've probably noticed recharging intervals becoming more and more frequent. At some point you might decide to throw it out, adding to the world's growing pile of electronic waste. 
But all is not lost. You can pay someone else to repair it, or -- with some online help -- do it yourself. Here are some pointers: 

    


CAN I REPAIR MY ELECTRIC TOOTHBRUSH MYSELF? 
According to the manufacturers, the answer is usually no. They warn people against disassembling the devices, saying it's dangerous or that it will void the warranty. But that doesn't mean you can't do it yourself, repair advocates say. 




You can find websites and YouTube channels devoted to showing people how to fix their battery-powered brushes. 
Toothbrush manufacturers will say the devices are not "user serviceable" but it's "blatantly untrue," said Shahram Mokhtari, lead teardown engineer at iFixit, a right-to-repair advocacy group. "Some of these devices have very replaceable batteries," and in most cases, it's just a matter of getting inside the device and learning how to do a little bit of soldering or taking it to someone who can do it, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

DIY fixes might soon be standard practice. The European Union, a pioneer of global tech regulations, is drafting rules to promote the repair of electrical devices, while several states have introduced right-to-repair legislation.

    


HOW DO I GET TO THE BATTERY? 
Every model is slightly different but models from Oral B and Philips Sonicare -- two of the most popular brands -- can be dismantled using the same general procedure. 
Most Oral B brushes can be opened by holding the toothbrush and the charging stand together, and then twisting the stand to pop the bottom cap off. On some models, you might instead have to use the stand as a lever to pop it off.
Philips Sonicare models are a bit trickier. You'll need something to pry off the bottom cap, such as a small flathead screwdriver or a plastic tool known as a " spudger." 
Whatever the model, if it's too tight some websites advise softening up the plastic housing by placing the brush in hot water for a few minutes.
Once it's off, you'll need to slide the electronic innards out of the housing. You might need to first remove a metal or plastic ring on the brush head spindle. Then push the spindle against something hard to slide the motor assembly out the bottom. You might need to pry open some plastic tabs first. Again, each toothbrush is different so it's best to consult, if possible, the guide to your specific model on iFixit or other repair websites. 

    


DO I NEED TECHNICAL SKILLS?
On some models, the battery is not so easy to remove because it's soldered to the circuit board. But if you feel handy, you could do it yourself, Mokhtari said. You will need a soldering iron to undo the wiring connection and then you'll have to re-solder a new battery in. If you've never done it before, there are videos. Be careful, the soldering iron is hot. 
"We would encourage people to learn that skill because it's not a difficult thing to learn," said Mokhtari. The soldering process for toothbrushes are generally similar, and will be "a little bit delicate" and "a little bit difficult," he said.
CAN I GET A REPLACEMENT BATTERY?
Yes, but you'll have to make sure it's the right size. It's usually a cylindrical cell similar to the Energizer or Duracell AA batteries in your TV remote, but don't assume it's the same. 
It could could be longer, shorter or have a different diameter than a standard AA. Some have metal tabs that need to be soldered to the circuit board. Whatever the type, it should be available online. 

    


WHICH ONES ARE EASIEST TO REPAIR? 
Oral B is making it easier for consumers to do DIY repairs with their IO line of toothbrushes, which can be fixed without specialist tools. Some versions even come with a circular charger that's specifically designed for use as a tool to twist off the bottom cap when turned upside down. After sliding out the mechanism, simply pop the battery out. 
The downside is that IO models, and their brush heads, are more expensive than other Oral B model lines, according to the U.K. website toothbrushbattery.com, which has a buyer's guide ranking electric toothbrushes by their ease of repair.
Some upstart brands like Suri and Quip highlight their repairability as part of their sustainable appeal. Suri, however, says owners should send them back to be fixed and shouldn't do it themselves, and only if they've signed up for a brush head subscription plan.

    


Other types may vary. Mokhtari demonstrated for the Associated Press the procedure for taking apart a brand new Philips Sonicare 6100 model. It took him more than 15 minutes to get the bottom cap off and remove the electronics. Then he tackled a complex desoldering process.
"This is just not consumer friendly. This is not repair friendly." he said. "We're already way beyond what would be reasonable for a DIY repair job." 
___
Is there a tech challenge you need help figuring out? Write to us at [email protected] with your questions.
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    [image: Debris covers a home on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, where a shootout between a suspect and officers occurred on Monday, in Charlotte, N.C. Police say a shootout that killed four law enforcement officers and wounded four others began as officers approached the home to serve a warrant for a felon wanted for possessing a firearm. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)]
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[image: Charlotte firefighters from Engine 7 bring flowers to a flag-covered Charlotte-Mecklenburg police vehicle at the North Tryon Station in Charlotte, N.C., Tuesday, April 30, 2024, where Charlotte-Mecklenburg Officer Joshua Eyer was stationed. Police in North Carolina say a shootout that killed several law enforcement officers, including Eyer, and wounded others began as officers approached the home on Monday, to serve a warrant for a felon wanted for possessing a firearm. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)]
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[image: Rev. Raymond Johnson, of Marion, S.C., arranges flowers on the lawn of the home on Galway Drive in Charlotte, N.C., Tuesday, April 30, 2024 where a shootout between a suspect and officers occurred during an attempt to serve a warrant on Monday. Four law enforcement officers were killed. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)]
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    [image: Debris covers a home on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, where a shootout between a suspect and officers occurred on Monday, in Charlotte, N.C. Police say a shootout that killed four law enforcement officers and wounded four others began as officers approached the home to serve a warrant for a felon wanted for possessing a firearm. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)]
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[image: Rev. Raymond Johnson, of Marion, S.C., arranges flowers on the lawn of the home on Galway Drive in Charlotte, N.C., Tuesday, April 30, 2024 where a shootout between a suspect and officers occurred during an attempt to serve a warrant on Monday. Four law enforcement officers were killed. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Arrest warrants must be served to alleged criminals if society is going to function. But there is no guarantee of safety for police officers knocking on their doors. 
The grim risks came into stark relief Monday when four law enforcement officers were killed in North Carolina while serving an arrest warrant. The attack in Charlotte left four other officers wounded and became the worst attack on police in the U.S. since 2016.
The tragedy underscores the limits of even the best-trained officers and the unpredictability of the alleged criminals being served. 
"A lot of these guys don't want to go back to jail," said Tre Pennie, executive director of the National Fallen Officer Foundation. "And if it's not a surprise, they got time to prepare. They're going to do everything they can to keep from going back to jail."
Law enforcement can never control more than half of the situation, said Thor Eells, executive director of the National Tactical Officers Association. 

    


"They can be 100% correct in everything they do," he said, but the "suspect and or suspects are responsible for the other 50%."




Here is what we know about the shooting in Charlotte and other fatal shootings of officers serving warrants. 
WHAT HAPPENED IN CHARLOTTE?
A U.S. Marshals Task Force of officers from different agencies arrived in a residential neighborhood to try to capture Terry Clark Hughes Jr., authorities said. He was wanted for possession of a firearm by an ex-felon and fleeing to elude in Lincoln County, North Carolina.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The task force was fired on as they approached the house, and Hughes, 39, was killed in the front yard, authorities said. 
An AR-15 semi-automatic rifle and a 40-caliber handgun were found at the scene. An AR-15 is able to penetrate traditional body armor and allowed the shooter to "unload several rounds towards our officers within a matter of seconds," Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Chief Johnny Jennings said.

    


He said more than 100 spent bullets were recovered, though it wasn't clear how many were fired by the suspect. At least 12 officers also fired guns.
Authorities in Charlotte will likely conduct an "after-event analysis" that will include interviewing officers and neighbors, said Alexis Piquero, a University of Miami criminology professor. 
The lessons learned will be of interest to law enforcement agencies across the country, he said, to make sure officers "can prevent this from ever happening again."
HOW OFTEN ARE OFFICERS KILLED? 
Piquero, who is a former director of the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, said the serving of warrants by police often occurs as planned and runs "fairly smoothly."
And while officers prepare for danger, shootings are unavoidable because officers can't predict how a suspect will react. All it takes is "a high-caliber weapon (and a) person with really evil intentions," he said. 
Three officers were killed while serving warrants in 2022, according to the FBI's Center for the Study of Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted. 
Their deaths amounted 5% of the 60 law enforcement officials who died that year because of felonious incidents. Those are defined by the FBI as deaths that are the "direct result of a willful and intentional act by an offender." 

    


In 2021 and 2020, two officers died each year while serving an arrest warrant, FBI data shows. Five officers died in 2019 while serving search or arrest warrants.
Recent fatal shootings include the killing of two sheriff's deputies in Cobb County, Georgia, in 2022. They were attempting to arrest a man wanted on theft charges when another man confronted them with a gun, authorities said. A shootout ensued when the armed man refused commands to drop his weapon. 
In 2021, a Houston police officer was killed and another was wounded while they were attempting to arrest a man on drug charges, police said. The man they were trying to arrest was also killed. 
In 2020, a Philadelphia police officer was shot and killed as he served a homicide warrant at a home, officials said. Several people were arrested, including the fugitive being sought. 

    


HOW DO POLICE TRY TO LESSEN THE RISKS?
Eells, of the National Tactical Officers Association, said police must consider a multitude of factors before serving a warrant. 
"There are so many tangibles that come to play. It's like trying to wrap your arms around Jell-O and then pick it up," he said. "It's not easy." 
Among the things officers will want to know is the criminal histories of the people being arrested. 
"Have they demonstrated a propensity for violence? Have they been known to carry weapons?" said Eells, who served more than 30 years with the Colorado Springs Police Department. "Are they involved in gang activity?" 
Mental illness as well as drug and alcohol abuse are also valuable details. So is any formal weapons training or known access to body armor. 
Then there's the suspect's location. Do police have to go through a fence? Is there a ring camera? Is it an apartment complex with a lot of people around? Maybe it's safer to arrest the suspect away from home. 

    


"They'll go through this planning process until they arrive at a decision where they think they've mitigated the factors that they can control with regard to risk," Eells said. "But there will still always be inherent risk. We cannot eliminate it."
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    [image: A person looks at an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A person stands in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm as pedestrians are reflected on a glass window Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Asian markets wobbled in early Thursday trading after U.S. stocks swung to a mixed finish with the Federal Reserve delaying cuts to interest rates. 
U.S. futures surged and oil prices were higher.
Tokyo's Nikkei 225 index opened with a decline, then climbed 0.1% to 38,299.71.
The Japanese yen surged as much as 2% in early Asia hours Thursday, driven by speculations of another round of yen-buying intervention by Japanese authorities and a weaker U.S. dollar following the Fed meeting. Later, the yen reversed its course and erased the previous gains. By midday, the dollar was trading at 156.04 yen, up from 154.91 yen.
"As expected, Japan's Ministry of Finance, via the Bank of Japan, was back selling U.S. dollars to stabilize the yen. Indeed, the Japanese government is digging into their sizable 1.2-trillion-USD war chest, looking to take profit on the dollar they bought back in 2000," Stephen Innes, managing partner at SPI Asset Management, said in a commentary. He said the hope was to stabilize yen around 155-157 to the dollar.

    


In South Korea, the Kospi edged 0.1% lower to 2688.80, after official data showed the country's consumer prices in April reached 2.9% year on year, a slower pace compared to the data in March.




Hong Kong's Hang Seng index added 2.3% to 18,178.43. Other markets in China remained closed for the Labor Day holiday.
Elsewhere, Australia's S&P/ASX 200 advanced 0.5% to 7,603.80. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Wednesday, the S&P 500 fell 0.3% to 5,018.39 after the Fed held its main interest rate at its highest level since 2001, just as markets expected. The index had rallied as much as 1.2% in the afternoon before giving up all the gains at the end of trading. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 0.2% to 37,903.29, and the Nasdaq composite lost 0.3% to 15,605.48. 
On the downside for financial markets, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell said out loud the fear that's recently sent stock prices lower and erased traders' hopes for imminent cuts to interest rates: "In recent months, inflation has shown a lack of further progress toward our 2% objective." He also said that it will likely take "longer than previously expected" to get confident enough to cut rates, a move that would ease pressure on the economy and investment prices. 

    


At the same time, though, Powell calmed a fear swirling in the market that inflation has remained so high that additional hikes to rates may be necessary.
"I think it's unlikely that the next policy rate move will be a hike," he said. 
The Fed also offered financial markets some assistance by saying it would slow the pace of how much it's shrinking its holdings of Treasurys. Such a move could grease the trading wheels in the financial system, offering stability in the bond market. 
Traders themselves had already downshifted their expectations for rate cuts this year to one or two, if any, after coming into the year forecasting six or more. That's because they saw the same string of reports as the Fed, which showed inflation remaining stubbornly higher than forecast this year. 
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    Wall Street is waiting to hear more later today about interest rates. The AP's Seth Sutel reports. 

    


    


Powell had already hinted rates may stay high for awhile. That was a disappointment for Wall Street after the Fed earlier had indicated it was penciling in three cuts to rates during 2024.
One report from the Institute for Supply Management said the U.S. manufacturing sector unexpectedly fell back into contraction last month. A separate report said U.S. employers were advertising slightly fewer jobs at the end of March than economists expected. 
The hope on Wall Street has been that a cooldown could help prevent upward pressure on inflation. The downside is that if it weakens too much, a major support for the economy could give out. 
In energy trading, benchmark U.S. crude ended three days of decline and rose 45 cents to $79.45 a barrel. Brent crude, the international standard, was up 44 cents to $83.88 a barrel.
In currency trading, the euro cost $1.0713, up from $1.0709. 
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    [image: FILE - In this photo provided by the Ventura County Fire Department, VCFD firefighters respond to a fire aboard the Conception dive boat fire in the Santa Barbara Channel off the coast of Southern California on Sept. 2, 2019. A scuba dive boat captain is scheduled to be sentenced by a federal judge Thursday, May 2, 2024, on a conviction of criminal negligence after 34 people died in the fire aboard the vessel nearly five years ago. (Ventura County Fire Department via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Defendant Jerry Boylan, captain of the Conception, right, arrives at federal court in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. The scuba dive boat captain is scheduled to be sentenced by a federal judge Thursday, May 2, 2024, on a conviction of criminal negligence after 34 people died in a fire aboard the vessel nearly five years ago. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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[image: FILE - Barbara Chan, whose brother Raymond "Scott" Chan was among the 34 victims of a fire on the scuba dive boat Conception, holds up a photo of the victims, Oct. 24, 2023, in Los Angeles. The captain of the boat is scheduled to be sentenced by a federal judge Thursday, May 2, 2024, on a conviction of criminal negligence. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | FILE - Barbara Chan, whose brother Raymond "Scott" Chan was among the 34 victims of a fire on the scuba dive boat Conception, holds up a photo of the victims, Oct. 24, 2023, in Los Angeles. The captain of the boat is scheduled to be sentenced by a federal judge Thursday, May 2, 2024, on a conviction of criminal negligence. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A photo collage of the 34 victims of the Sept. 2, 2019 fire aboard the dive boat Conception, at Santa Cruz Island, is held by a family member arriving at federal court in Los Angeles, Oct. 25, 2023. The captain of the boat is scheduled to be sentenced by a federal judge Thursday, May 2, 2024, on a conviction of criminal negligence. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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[image: FILE - A photo collage of the 34 victims of the Sept. 2, 2019 fire aboard the dive boat Conception, at Santa Cruz Island, is held by a family member arriving at federal court in Los Angeles, Oct. 25, 2023. The captain of the boat is scheduled to be sentenced by a federal judge Thursday, May 2, 2024, on a conviction of criminal negligence. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A scuba dive boat captain was scheduled to be sentenced by a federal judge Thursday on a conviction of criminal negligence after 34 people died in a fire aboard the vessel nearly five years ago.
The Sept. 2, 2019, blaze was the deadliest maritime disaster in recent U.S. history, and prompted changes to maritime regulations, congressional reform and several ongoing lawsuits.
Captain Jerry Boylan was found guilty of one count of misconduct or neglect of ship officer last year. The charge is a pre-Civil War statute colloquially known as seaman's manslaughter that was designed to hold steamboat captains and crew responsible for maritime disasters. 
Boylan's appeal is ongoing. He faces up to 10 years behind bars.
The defense is asking the judge to sentence Boylan to a five-year probationary sentence, with three years to be served under house arrest.

    


"While the loss of life here is staggering, there can be no dispute that Mr. Boylan did not intend for anyone to die," his attorneys wrote in a sentencing memo. "Indeed, Mr. Boylan lives with significant grief, remorse, and trauma as a result of the deaths of his passengers and crew."




The Conception was anchored off Santa Cruz Island, 25 miles (40 kilometers) south of Santa Barbara, when it caught fire before dawn on the final day of a three-day excursion, sinking less than 100 feet (30 meters) from shore.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thirty-three passengers and a crew member died, trapped in a bunkroom below deck. Among the dead were the deckhand, who had landed her dream job; an environmental scientist who conducted research in Antarctica; a globe-trotting couple; a Singaporean data scientist; and a family of three sisters, their father and his wife.
Boylan was the first to abandon ship and jump overboard. Four crew members who joined him also survived.
Thursday's sentencing -- unless Boylan's appeal succeeds -- is the final step in a fraught prosecution that's lasted nearly five years and repeatedly frustrated the victims' families. 

    


A grand jury in 2020 initially indicted Boylan on 34 counts of seaman's manslaughter, meaning he could have faced a total of 340 years behind bars. Boylan's attorneys argued the deaths were the result of a single incident and not separate crimes, so prosecutors got a superseding indictment charging Boylan with only one count.
In 2022, U.S. District Judge George Wu dismissed the superseding indictment, saying it failed to specify that Boylan acted with gross negligence. Prosecutors were then forced to go before a grand jury again.
Although the exact cause of the blaze aboard the Conception remains undetermined, the prosecutors and defense sought to assign blame throughout the 10-day trial last year.
The government said Boylan failed to post the required roving night watch and never properly trained his crew in firefighting. The lack of the roving watch meant the fire was able to spread undetected across the 75-foot (23-meter) boat. 
But Boylan's attorneys sought to pin blame on Glen Fritzler, who with his wife owns Truth Aquatics Inc., which operated the Conception and two other scuba dive boats, often around the Channel Islands. They argued that Fritzler was responsible for failing to train the crew in firefighting and other safety measures, as well as creating a lax seafaring culture they called "the Fritzler way," in which no captain who worked for him posted a roving watch.

    


The Fritzlers have not spoken publicly about the tragedy since an interview with a local TV station a few days after the fire. Their attorneys have never responded to requests for comment from The Associated Press.
With the conclusion of the criminal case, attention now turns to several ongoing lawsuits.
Three days after the fire, Truth Aquatics filed suit under a pre-Civil War provision of maritime law that allows it to limit its liability to the value of the remains of the boat, which was a total loss. The time-tested legal maneuver has been successfully employed by the owners of the Titanic and other vessels, and requires the Fritzlers to show they were not at fault.
That case is pending, as well as others filed by victims' families against the Coast Guard for what they allege was lax enforcement of the roving watch requirement. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/boat-fire-california-captain-boylan-sentencing-79f032df2cc6ae1140eb8ca6bc87e837
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    [image: FILE - A general view shows the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 17, 2023. Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, approved funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - A Chinook helicopter scoops up water from the ocean near Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 16, 2023. Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, approved funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Search and rescue team members work in a residential area devastated by a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 18, 2023. Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, approved funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Firefighters clear debris in Kula, Hawaii, Aug. 15, 2023, following wildfires that devastated parts of the Hawaiian island of Maui. Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, approved funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hawaii Rep. Kyle Yamashita, chairperson of the House Finance Committee, center, speaks to reporters in Honolulu on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday approved funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. (AP Photo/Audrey McAvoy)]
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[image: FILE - A Chinook helicopter scoops up water from the ocean near Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 16, 2023. Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, approved funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Search and rescue team members work in a residential area devastated by a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 18, 2023. Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, approved funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Firefighters clear debris in Kula, Hawaii, Aug. 15, 2023, following wildfires that devastated parts of the Hawaiian island of Maui. Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, approved funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: Hawaii Rep. Kyle Yamashita, chairperson of the House Finance Committee, center, speaks to reporters in Honolulu on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday approved funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. (AP Photo/Audrey McAvoy)]
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- Hawaii lawmakers on Wednesday appropriated funds for more firefighting equipment and a state fire marshal after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century ripped through the historic Maui town of Lahaina and exposed shortcomings in the state's readiness for such flames. 
The House and Senate passed the measures during their first legislative session since the Aug. 8 wildfire killed 101 people. They now go to Gov. Josh Green for his consideration.
Climate change has been boosting drought in Hawaii, drying the archipelago's vegetation and increasing the risks of destructive blazes. Wildfires were once rare in Hawaii but they have grown in frequency in recent years. 
Last year, just months after the Maui blaze, a wildfire burned a large part of the Oahu Forest National Wildlife Refuge about 20 miles (32 kilometers) north of Honolulu.

    


"I think that the biggest game changer is now, Hawaii is viewed as a wildfire state," Rep. Kyle Yamashita, the chairperson of the House Finance Committee, told reporters after the bills passed. "So we have to change our policies and procedures and what our departments have to do to mitigate some of the fuel and those kind of different things."




New funding includes: 
1. $10 million for equipment like bulldozers, fire engines and water tanks for the Department of Land and Natural Resources, which cares for state forests. 
2. $1.4 million for the department to hire 22 staff, including a forester, mechanics and heavy equipment operators to protect against fires. 
3. $7.4M for the department to manage invasive grasses and other vegetation that fuels fires, restore native plants in areas burned by fire and work with communities to prevent wildfires. 
4. $172,000 for a state fire marshal, an assistant and training. The new fire marshal would review and assess fire risk in the state and work with county agencies to enforce the state fire code. These duties have been handled by a council of the fire chiefs from Hawaii's four main counties and state fire agencies since 1979, when Hawaii abolished the state fire marshal position. Currently Hawaii is the only state without a state fire marshal.
5. $1 million for the University of Hawaii to develop a wildfire forecast system with the help of artificial intelligence. 

Lawmakers also appropriated $1 billion to cover various costs stemming from the Lahaina disaster, including $500 million for emergency housing for displaced residents and $124 million in rental assistance for those ineligible for aid from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The budget includes $65 million for a victims relief fund established for those who lost family members or suffered severe injury. Hawaiian Electric Industries, landowner Kamehameha Schools and Maui County are also contributing to the fund. 
House Speaker Scott Saiki, a Democrat, said his caucus addressed Maui's immediate needs and then the state's broader needs to face climate change. 

    


"You've seen the maps - the fire zones, sea level rise, there's always a risk of hurricane," Saiki told reporters. "We need to learn how to deal with with these and prevent losses, mitigate losses, and just be prepared for the future." 
The cause of the Lahaina wildfire is still under investigation. The U.S Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives is expected to produce a report on the cause before the one-year anniversary of the blaze.
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    [image: Longtime Missouri basketball coach Norm Stewart poses with his bust after being inducted into the Hall of Famous Missourians at the state Capitol on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Jefferson City, Mo. Stewart was immortalized in a bust and joked that he appreciated that his likeness still had hair. (AP Photo/Summer Ballentine)]
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Longtime Missouri basketball coach Norm Stewart on Wednesday was inducted into the Hall of Famous Missourians.
During a ceremony in the Missouri House, Stewart pulled away a black cloth to reveal a bust of his likeness, jovially patted the statue on the head and joked that he's grateful the sculptor didn't leave him bald. 
Stewart's bust will be on display in the Jefferson City Capitol building alongside sculptures of other Missouri greats including Josephine Baker, George Washington Carver, Walter Elias Disney and Mark Twain. 
Stewart coached basketball at Missouri for 32 seasons, finishing with a 634-333 record. Missouri reached the NCAA Tournament 16 times and won eight regular-season conference championships and six conference tournament championships under his leadership.
House Speaker Dean Plocher said he chose to induct Stewart into the Hall of Famous Missourians to celebrate his resilience and dedication to the community. 
"It is a privilege to acknowledge Coach Stewart's enduring impact and to warmly welcome him into this prestigious hall, where he rightfully takes his place among the esteemed icons of our great state," Plocher said in a statement. 
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- A police officer fatally shot a knife-wielding man Wednesday after he cut the officer in the face during a scuffle in central Indiana, police said.
Joshua Richard, 26, of Noblesville was fatally shot by Beech Grove Police Lt. Jeff Bruner, Indiana State Police said. 
No other officers were injured, state police said.
Three officers responded to a call at about 6 a.m. from a woman who said Richard arrived at her apartment to visit his child hours before the scheduled time.
"The mother was not willing to relinquish the child. It was still dark and well before the planned time. That's when she called police," Beech Grove Deputy Police Chief Tom Hurrle told WXIN-TV.
The man said he had come to pick up his child, drew a knife and told officers they would have to shoot him, Hurrle said.
The officers then used a Taser as they tried to physically restrain the man. After one officer was cut in the face, an officer fired a single shot, killing the man, police said.

    


Bruner also suffered a minor ankle injury and was taken to a hospital.
Indiana State Police are investigating. All three Beech Grove officers were placed on administrative leave, a routine step after shootings involving police officers.
Beech Grove is a city within the southeast boundary of Indianapolis.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/beech-grove-police-shooting-man-killed-812f31a38060677f334839fd5e1b6181



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Oddities
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            U.s. news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

      Oddities

      
        Man says his emotional support alligator, known for its big social media audience, has gone missing
      

      
        Utah cat with a fondness for cardboard takes surprise trip to California in an Amazon box
      

      
        
          	
            U.s. news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

    

  

  
    Man says his internet famous emotional support alligator has gone missing | AP News
    
  




  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Man says his emotional support alligator, known for its big social media audience, has gone missing

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Joie Henney hugs his emotional support alligator named Wally, Jan. 22, 2019, inside their home in York Haven, Pa. Henney credits Wally for helping relieve his depression for nearly a decade, says he's searching for the reptile after it went missing during a vacation to the coast of Georgia. (Heather Khalifa/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP, File)]
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                                        BRUNSWICK, Ga. (AP) -- A Pennsylvania man who credits an alligator named Wally for helping relieve his depression for nearly a decade says he is searching for the reptile after it went missing during a vacation to the coast of Georgia.
Joie Henney has thousands of social media users following his pages devoted to Wally, the cold-blooded companion that he calls his emotional support alligator. He has posted photos and videos online of people petting the 5 1/2-foot (1.7 meter) alligator like a dog or hugging it like a teddy bear. Wally's popularity soared to new heights last year when the gator was denied entry to a Philadelphia Phillies game.
Now Henney said he is distraught after Wally vanished while accompanying him on an April vacation in Brunswick, Georgia, a port city 70 miles (112 kilometers) south of Savannah. He said he suspects someone stole Wally from the fenced, outdoor enclosure where Wally spent the night on April 21. 

    


In social media posts, Henney said pranksters left Wally outside the home of someone who called authorities, resulting in his alligator being trapped and released into the wild.
"We need all the help we can get to bring my baby back," Henney said in a tearful video posted on TikTok. "Please, we need your help."




Henney said he didn't have time to talk when The Associated Press reached him by phone Wednesday morning. He did not immediately return follow-up messages.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The man from Jonestown, Pennsylvania, has previously said he obtained Wally in 2015 after the alligator was rescued in Florida at the age of 14 months. Henney told The Philadelphia Inquirer in 2019 that Wally helped alleviate depression following the deaths of several close friends. He said a doctor treating his depression had endorsed Wally's status as his emotional support animal.
"He has never tried to bite no one," Henney told the newspaper. 

    


No one has filed police reports about the missing alligator in Brunswick and surrounding Glynn County, according to spokespersons for the city and county police departments.
The Georgia Department of Natural Resources confirmed that someone in the Brunswick area reported a nuisance alligator on April 21 -- the day Henney said Wally went missing -- and that a licensed trapper was dispatched to capture it. The agency said in a statement that the gator was "released in a remote location," but stressed that it doesn't know if the reptile was Wally.
It's illegal in Georgia for people to keep alligators without a special license or permit, and the state Department of Natural Resources says it doesn't grant permits for pet gators. Pennsylvania has no state law against owning alligators, though it is illegal for owners to release them into the wild, according to its Fish and Boat Commission.
David Mixon, a wildlife biologist and coastal supervisor for the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, has handled plenty of alligators reported in people's yards and swimming pools. He has also shown gators kept in captivity in presentations to school groups and Boy Scout troops. 

    


He said even alligators that seem docile can be dangerous, and he always makes sure to hold their mouths closed with a hand or, preferably, a band. 
"They're unpredictable, and they're often reactive to stimulus," Mixon said. "There's lots of videos and pictures where people handle gators, and they do it without getting hurt. But the more time you spend around them, the more likely you are to be injured."
State wildlife officials in neighboring Florida, home to an estimated 1.3 million alligators, have recorded more than 450 cases of unprovoked alligators biting humans since 1948. That includes more than 90 gator bites since 2014, six of them fatal.
In areas where people can legally own alligators, it is possible for them to be considered emotional support animals, said Lori Kogan, a psychologist and Colorado State University professor who studies interactions between humans and animals. 
Unlike service animals that help people with disabilities such as blindness or post-traumatic stress, emotional support animals have no special training, Kogan said. They also don't have any official registry, though health professionals often write letters of endorsement for owners with a diagnosed mental health condition.
"People can get very attached to a variety of animals," Kogan said. "Can you get attached to a reptile? Can it bring you comfort? I would say yes. Me personally? No."
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                    Galena, a 6-year-old house cat from Utah, likes hiding and playing with cardboard. Earlier this month, the combination of the two made for a stressful trip in an Amazon package, a feverish search, a California rescue and a tearful reunion.
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    [image: In this photo provided by Carrie Clark of Lehi, Utah, is Galena, a 6-year-old house cat. Clark says Galena went missing after jumping into a box being returned to Amazon without its owners noticing. (Carrie Clark via AP Photo)]
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                                        Galena, a 6-year-old house cat from Utah, likes hiding and playing with cardboard. 
Earlier this month, the combination of the two made for a stressful trip in an Amazon package, a feverish search, a California rescue and a tearful reunion. 
Her family is still waiting to "reintroduce cardboard to her again," owner Carrie Clark said Tuesday, because they don't want to stress her out.
Clark got Galena as a kitten after her aunt rescued a pregnant feral cat. The American short hair with calico and Siamese coloring has been a constant companion and source of emotional support.
"I've been through a bunch of health things and she and I have gone through all of that together. And she's she just has this extra great part about her personality that's very loving. And she can tell when you don't feel well," Clark said. "And she's just really, really special to me."

    


So when Galena disappeared on April 10, Clark was beside herself.
They searched the neighborhood, put up flyers and posted notices on Facebook lost pet pages in Lehi, Utah.
"Not knowing what had happened to her was pretty excruciating," Clark said, "I cried my eyes out for seven days trying to figure out what had happened." Clark also ran through all the worst-case scenarios, wondering if the cat could have gotten out of the house and been nabbed by a predator or run over by a vehicle.




Clark said she received a "text that changed my life" on April 17, saying that Galena's microchip had been scanned, so Clark knew she had been found somewhere. Soon after, she got a call saying her cat was near Riverside, California, after being found in a box along with steel-toed boots that had been returned to an Amazon warehouse.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Clark's husband had ordered several pairs of boots, kept one and returned the rest in a large box on April 10.
"We realized that that our sweet kitty must have jumped into that box without us knowing," she said.

    


Amazon employees knew just who to call when they found the feline -- co-worker Brandy Hunter, who rescues cats, Clark said.
Hunter took the cat home and to the vet the next day, where the microchip was scanned.
Clark spoke with Hunter who "calmed me down and told me that my kitty was OK," despite having spent six days in a cardboard box without food or water.
"I wanted desperately to be with her," Clark said. She and her husband flew to California the next day, reunited with Galena at the veterinarian's office and rented a car to drive home.
"We did what we needed to do because I just adore her," Clark said.
It was an intensely emotional week.
"I went from hysterically laughing that she was stuck like that -- we mailed our cat -- you know ... just the humor part of that, to hysterically crying all within like five seconds," Clark said.
The family was lucky to get Galena back, Clark said, in part because the weather was not harsh during the time the cat was missing, the box was torn at a seam, allowing her to get more air, and because Hunter who took her to a vet and had her scanned for a microchip.
Since word got out, Clark has been sharing her cat's story, with advice to microchip your pets and to double-check your Amazon boxes before returning them.
Galena is a quiet cat, Clark said.
"She didn't meow," Clark said. "We would have loved for her to meow so we knew that she was," in the box.
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    [image: FILE - An abandoned vehicle stands in floodwater caused by heavy rain with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, seen on the background, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on April 18, 2024. Dubai Airports announced on Thursday, May 2, the cancelation and diversion of flights due to unsettled weather conditions in the United Arab Emirates. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike, File)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Several flights to Dubai were cancelled and diverted Thursday, airport authorities announced, as heavy rains hit the United Arab Emirates for the second time in a month. 
An airport authority spokesperson said five inbound flights were diverted overnight, while nine arriving and four departing flights were cancelled. 
In April, heavy thunderstorms dumped the heaviest rains ever recorded in the UAE in a span of hours, flooding portions of major highways and Dubai International Airport, the world's busiest for international travel and a hub for the long-haul carrier Emirates. The airport ended up needing 22 tankers with vacuum pumps to get water off its grounds.
Authorities warned residents to stay home ahead of Thursday's rain, announcing that they should work remotely, and that schools will hold classes online.

    


Although Thursday's rain did not cause major problems or flooding, authorities still issued warnings on Wednesday and took precautions. 
The flooding two weeks ago quickly overwhelmed the UAE's drainage systems, flooded out neighborhoods, business districts and even portions of the 12-lane Sheikh Zayed Highway, which links Dubai and the neighboring emirate of Abu Dhabi. Many residents lost their belongings when their homes flooded, and many cars were destroyed.
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    [image: FILE - A United Airlines flight information screen displays flight information, including canceled flights, at O'Hare International Airport in Chicago, Jan. 14, 2024. Consumer groups are pushing Congress to uphold automatic refunds for airline passengers whose flights are canceled or delayed for several hours. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)]
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                                        Consumer groups are pushing Congress to uphold automatic refunds for airline passengers whose flights are canceled or delayed for several hours.
Just last week, the Transportation Department announced a rule requiring airlines to pay quick and automatic refunds. President Joe Biden touted the rule, posting on X this week, "It's time airline passengers got the cash refunds they're owed, without having to jump through hoops."
But eight words in a 1,069-page bill that the Senate began debating Wednesday would keep the burden for refunds on consumers. The bill says airlines must pay refunds only "upon written or electronic request of the passenger." 
Consumer advocates say travelers will lose money without automatic refunds.
"How many average air travelers know what the (refund) rules are? How many of them know how to go about filing a claim?" said William McGee, a consumer advocate at the American Economic Liberties Project, a group skeptical of large corporations, including airlines. "The percentages are so low that the airlines sit on a tremendous amount of money that is never refunded because nobody asks."

    


Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., said the bill's wording around refunds "would be a gift to the airlines, who know many travelers won't have the time or resources to navigate the bureaucratic process they designed."




The eight words are not new. Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., included them in the bill she introduced last June to reauthorize Federal Aviation Administration programs for five years, and an amendment to strip them out failed in the Senate Commerce Committee, which Cantwell chairs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said this week that his department has good legal authority for its rule on automatic refunds. However, John Breyault, an advocate with the National Consumers League, said the language in the new bill could make it easier for airlines to block automatic refunds in court.

    


Airlines for America, a trade group for the largest U.S. carriers, has opposed automatic refunds from the beginning -- as it opposes almost any effort to tell airlines how to conduct their business. The trade group argued that airlines should be able to offer to put a stranded traveler on a different flight or give them frequent-flyer points -- and pay a refund only if the customer rejected those offers.
The trade group declined to comment Wednesday.
Refunds are emerging as one of the most controversial provisions in the massive $105 billion FAA bill. A fight also is likely over a provision to allow 10 more flights per day at busy Reagan National Airport near Washington, D.C.
Consumer groups generally favor the bill, which triples maximum fines for airlines that violate consumer protections, requires airlines to let families sit together at no extra charge, and requires that airline travel vouchers be good for at least five years. It also would write into law another new rule from the Transportation Department, which defines a significant delay -- one that could lead to a refund -- as three hours for domestic flights and six for international flights. 

    


They didn't get other items they wanted, however, including minimum seat sizes and more authority for the government to regulate airline schedules and fees. 
The bill includes a number of safety-related measures in response to a series of close calls between planes at the nation's airports. It will allow the FAA to increase the number of air traffic controllers and safety inspectors and to equip more airports with technology designed to prevent collisions between planes on runways. 
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                    The CEO of Microsoft Satya Nadella says the company will invest $2.2 billion (USD) over the next four years in new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure in Malaysia. It marks Microsoft's single largest investment in the country, as the tech giant seeks to bolster support for AI development in the region and worldwide.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    9
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo provided by Malaysia Prime Minister Office, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, right, shakes hands with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella at the prime minister's office in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Albarra Azfar/Prime Minister's Office of Malaysia via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | In this photo provided by Malaysia Prime Minister Office, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, right, shakes hands with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella at the prime minister's office in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Albarra Azfar/Prime Minister's Office of Malaysia via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 9
In this photo provided by Malaysia Prime Minister Office, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, right, shakes hands with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella at the prime minister's office in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Albarra Azfar/Prime Minister's Office of Malaysia via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Malaysia Prime Minister Office, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, right, meets with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella at the prime minister's office in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Albarra Azfar/Prime Minister's Office of Malaysia via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | In this photo provided by Malaysia Prime Minister Office, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, right, meets with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella at the prime minister's office in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Albarra Azfar/Prime Minister's Office of Malaysia via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 9
In this photo provided by Malaysia Prime Minister Office, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, right, meets with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella at the prime minister's office in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Albarra Azfar/Prime Minister's Office of Malaysia via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Malaysia Prime Minister Office, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, right, poses for a photo with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Albarra Azfar/Prime Minister's Office of Malaysia via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 9 | In this photo provided by Malaysia Prime Minister Office, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, right, poses for a photo with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Albarra Azfar/Prime Minister's Office of Malaysia via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 9
In this photo provided by Malaysia Prime Minister Office, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, right, poses for a photo with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. (Albarra Azfar/Prime Minister's Office of Malaysia via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 9
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 9
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 9
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 9
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 9
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, speaks during a conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Microsoft will invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, Nadella said Thursday. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) -- Microsoft is investing $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure as well as partnering with the government to establish a national AI center, its CEO Satya Nadella said Thursday.
It marks Microsoft's single largest investment in Malaysia, as the tech giant seeks to bolster support for AI development in the region and worldwide. 
"We are committed to supporting Malaysia's AI transformation and ensure it benefits all Malaysians," he said. "Our investments in digital infrastructure and skilling will help Malaysian businesses, communities and developers apply the latest technology to drive inclusive economic growth and innovation across the country."
Nadella on Tuesday also announced a $1.7 billion investment in cloud and AI services in Indonesia during his visit there as part of his Southeast Asia tour. On Wednesday, he said Microsoft will build its first regional data center in Thailand. 

    


In April, the tech giant similarly unveiled a $2.9 billion investment in Japan and $1.5 billion in G42, an AI firm in Abu Dhabi.




Microsoft also pledged to provide AI training for 2.5 million people in Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam by 2025.
Nadella earlier met Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who said the investment will be the key support pillar for the government's goal to enhance AI capacity in Malaysia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new investment will include AI training for another 300,000 people, the establishment of a national AI center of excellence, enhancing the nation's cybersecurity capabilities and supporting the growth of Malaysia's developer community, Anwar said on Facebook.
Microsoft runs one of the world's largest cloud computing operations and has taken a leap into artificial intelligence through its partnership with OpenAI, developers of ChatGPT. 

    


Since then, Microsoft has integrated an AI assistant into its Microsoft Edge browser, named Copilot, helping lift its profits by 20% in the first quarter. 
Microsoft sees Southeast Asia, with its population of over 600 million people, as a growing market and potential location for more AI product development. A study held by global consulting firm Kearney said AI could contribute nearly $1 trillion to Southeast Asia's GDP by 2030. Indonesia is expected to capture $366 billion of the total and Malaysia $115 billion.
Microsoft said in a statement that the investment in Malaysia will build on its 2021 program to support inclusive economic growth. It said the proposed national AI center will drive AI adoption across key industries and public sector, while ensuring AI governance and regulatory compliance. 
"Together with Microsoft, we look forward to creating more opportunities for our (small and medium-sized enterprises) and better paying jobs for our people as we ride the AI revolution to fast-track Malaysia's digitally empowered growth journey," Trade Minister Zafrul Aziz said in the statement.
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    [image: A view of the interior of the Supreme Court, in Oslo, Oct. 31, 2023. A convicted sex offender is asking the Norwegian Supreme Court to declare social media access is a human right. The case before the court Thursday, May 2, 2024 involves a man who molested a minor and used the Snapchat messaging app to connect with young boys. (Martin Solhaug Standal/NTB Scanpix via AP)]
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                                        STAVANGER, Norway (AP) -- A convicted sex offender is asking the Norwegian Supreme Court to declare that social media access is a human right. 
The case before the court Thursday involves a man who molested a minor and used the Snapchat messaging app to connect with young boys. 
The unidentified offender was sentenced last year to 13 months in prison and banned from using Snapchat for two years. 
His lawyers argue that depriving him of his account is unlawful under the European Convention on Human Rights. 
The case turns on how vital social media have become for freedom of expression, even though the court must decide the case through laws that predate such sites.
"The case raises important questions about the extent to which the state can restrict access to social media platforms, which are significant tools for exercising the right to freedom of expression and maintaining social connections," defense lawyer John Christian Elden said.

    


A November 2023 appeal against the ban failed with the state successfully arguing it was "proportionately measured against the fact that the defendant has used Snapchat to exploit children sexually." The Appeal Court added that he still had the right to use other social media. If the Supreme Court also upholds the decision, the offender could attempt to appeal to the European Court of Human Rights. 




The European convention has been used before to test the limits on Norwegian justice. Anders Behring Breivik, the far-right extremist who murdered 77 people in 2011, lost a court challenge in February that argued being held in isolation while serving his prison sentence amounted to inhumane punishment under the convention.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Signatories to the ECHR agree to abide by 18 articles guaranteeing citizens rights including life, liberty and freedom of expression. Norway was the second country to ratify the convention in 1952, after the United Kingdom.

    


Snapchat, run by Snap Inc., allows users to send and receive messages that disappear once they are read. Users also can physically locate other users who opt in to location tracking.
Snap prohibits child sexual exploitation on the app but allows accounts to be create anonymously. In an email it said, "when we disable accounts for sexual exploitation and grooming behavior, we also take steps to block the associated device and other accounts connected to the user from creating another Snapchat account." 
Snap disabled 343,865 accounts connected with child sexual exploitation in the second half of 2023. It sanctioned 879 accounts in Norway though it is not clear how many of these were permanently disabled.
The Norwegian court will issue its ruling in the coming weeks.
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                                        KATHMANDU, Nepal (AP) -- Broadband internet was disrupted in many parts of Nepal on Thursday as Indian vendors from whom most Nepali private operators source the bandwidth stopped providing the services because of payment defaults.
Private internet service providers in Nepal issued notices saying their services were either disrupted or connections were slow. The state-run Nepal Telecom was still continuing to provide internet services.
Two private mobile services operating in Nepal were working, but their internet speed was affected.
Private ISPs in Nepal haven't been able to pay the Indian vendors for months as the government hasn't provided them foreign currency from the banks to make the payments. The government has been refusing to do so until the private companies clear taxes on certain services they provide.
The private companies say they are exempted from such taxes.

    


Wlink Communications, the largest ISP in Nepal, blamed the government for the disruption.
"Our upstream provider has disconnected our internal links citing nonpayment," the Wlink notice said. "ISPs in Nepal have not been able to remit such payments as we are unable to obtain permission from the Nepal government for foreign exchange."
There was no immediate comment from the government.
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    [image: FILE - Andy Jassy, Amazon president and CEO, attends the premiere of "The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power" at The Culver Studios on Monday, Aug. 15, 2022, in Culver City, Calif. An administrative law judge ruled Wednesday, May 1, 2024, that Jassy violated labor law by making certain anti-union comments during media interviews two years ago. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        A federal administrative law judge ruled that Amazon CEO Andy Jassy violated labor law by making certain anti-union comments during media interviews two years ago. 
The ruling, issued Wednesday, follows a complaint filed in 2022 by the National Labor Relations Board that accused Jassy of crossing the line during sit-down interviews in which he said that workers were better off without a union. 
In the ruling, National Labor Relations Board Judge Brian D. Gee pointed to statements Amazon's chief executive made on CNBC's television program "Squawk Box," and during two summits organized by Bloomberg News and the New York Times. 
Gee said predictions Jassy made about unionization changing the employee-employer relationship were lawful. But other statements about how employees would be less empowered under a union, "find it harder to get things done quickly and would be better off" without one ran afoul of federal labor law, the judge said. 

    


In a prepared statement, Amazon spokesperson Mary Kate Paradis said the company strongly disagrees that "any part of these comments" were inappropriate and intends to appeal the ruling within the administrative law system. 


"The decision reflects poorly on the state of free speech rights today, and we remain optimistic that we will be able to continue to engage in a reasonable discussion on these issues where all perspectives have an opportunity to be heard," Paradis said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jassy's comments came amid increased unionization efforts at Amazon following a historic victory by the Amazon Labor Union during a union representation vote at a warehouse in New York City. The company has continued to appeal the union's win and refused to come to the bargaining table. 
In his ruling, Gee advised Amazon to avoid "threatening its employees" with similar comments in the future and to post a notice in its facilities nationwide that signaled the company's compliance with the judge's finding. 
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    [image: FILE - Meta's logo is seen on a sign at the company's headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif., Nov. 9, 2022. A lawsuit filed Wednesday, May 1, 2024, against Facebook parent Meta Platforms Inc. is arguing that a federal law often used to shield internet companies from liability also allows people to use external tools to take control of their feed -- even if that means shutting it off entirely. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez, File)]
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                                        Do social media users have the right to control what they see -- or don't see -- on their feeds? 
A lawsuit filed against Facebook parent Meta Platforms Inc. is arguing that a federal law often used to shield internet companies from liability also allows people to use external tools to take control of their feed -- even if that means shutting it off entirely. 
The Knight First Amendment Institute at Columbia University filed a lawsuit Wednesday against Meta Platforms on behalf of an Amherst professor who wants to release a tool that enables users to unfollow all the content fed to them by Facebook's algorithm. 
The tool, called Unfollow Everything 2.0, is a browser extension that would let Facebook users unfollow friends, groups and pages and empty their newsfeed -- the stream of posts, photos and videos that can keep them scrolling endlessly. The idea is that without this constant, addicting stream of content, people might use it less. If the past is any indication, Meta will not be keen on the idea.

    


A U.K. developer, Luis Barclay, released a similar tool, called Unfollow Everything, but he took it down in 2021, fearing a lawsuit after receiving a cease-and-desist letter and a lifetime Facebook ban from Meta, then called Facebook Inc. 




With Wednesday's lawsuit, Ethan Zuckerman, a professor at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, is trying to beat Meta to the legal punch to avoid getting sued by the social media giant over the browser extension.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The reason it's worth challenging Facebook on this is that right now we have very little control as users over how we use these networks," Zuckerman said in an interview. "We basically get whatever controls Facebook wants. And that's actually pretty different from how the internet has worked historically." Just think of email, which lets people use different email clients, or different web browsers, or anti-tracking software for people who don't want to be tracked.

    


Meta declined to comment.
The lawsuit filed in federal court in California centers on a provision of Section 230 of the 1996 Communications Decency Act, which is often used to protect internet companies from liability for things posted on their sites. A separate clause, though, provides immunity to software developers who create tools that "filter, screen, allow, or disallow content that the provider or user considers to be obscene, lewd, lascivious, filthy, excessively violent, harassing, or otherwise objectionable."
The lawsuit, in other words, asks the court to determine whether Facebook users' news feed falls into the category of objectionable material that they should be able to filter out in order to enjoy the platform. 
"Maybe CDA 230 provides us with this right to build tools to make your experience of Facebook or other social networks better and to give you more control over them," said Zuckerman, who teaches public policy, communication and information at Amherst. "And you know what? If we're able to establish that, that could really open up a new sphere of research and a new sphere of development. You might see people starting to build tools to make social networks work better for us." 

    


While Facebook does allow users to manually unfollow everything, the process can be cumbersome with hundreds or even thousands of friends, groups and businesses that people often follow. 
Zuckerman also wants to study how turning off the news feed affects people's experience on Facebook. Users would have to agree to take part in the study -- using the browser tool does not automatically enroll participants.
"Social media companies can design their products as they want to, but users have the right to control their experience on social media platforms, including by blocking content they consider to be harmful," said Ramya Krishnan, senior staff attorney at the Knight Institute. "Users don't have to accept Facebook as it's given to them. The same statute that immunizes Meta from liability for the speech of its users gives users the right to decide what they see on the platform."
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                    African climate-tech startups are increasingly raising money from private sources, but while those funds for climate solutions are growing, a huge gap remains in meeting the actual financial needs for climate action in Africa. (AP Video: Dan Ikpoyi, Produced by: Brittany Peterson)
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    [image: Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4
Oladapo Adekunle, an engineer with Rensource Energy, installs solar panels on a roof of a house in Lagos, Nigeria, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, but there's still a long way to go. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By CARLOS MUREITHI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- When Ademola Adesina founded a startup to provide solar and battery-based power subscription packages to individuals and businesses in Nigeria in 2015, it was a lot harder to raise money than it is today.

Climate tech was new in Africa, the continent was a fledgling destination for venture capital money, there were fewer funders to approach and less money was available, he said.

It took him a year of "running around and scouring" his networks to raise his first amount -- just under $1 million -- from VC firms and other sources. "Everything was a learning experience," he said. 

But the ecosystem has since changed, and Adesina's Rensource Energy has raised about $30 million over the years, mostly from VC firms.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Funding for climate tech startups in Africa from the private sector is growing, with businesses raising more than $3.4 billion since 2019. But there's still a long way to go, with the continent requiring $277 billion annually to meet its climate goals for 2030.

Experts say to unlock financing and fill this gap, African countries need to address risks like currency instability that they say reduce investor appetite, while investors need to expand their scope of interest to more climate sectors like flood protection, disaster management and heat management, and to use diverse funding methods.

Still, the investment numbers for the climate tech sector -- which includes businesses in renewable energy, carbon removal, land restoration and water and waste management -- are compelling: Last year, climate tech startups on the continent raised $1.04 billion, a 9% increase from the previous year and triple what they raised in 2019, according to the funding database Africa: The Big Deal. That was despite a decline in the amount of money raised by all startups in total on the continent last year.

    





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


That matters because climate tech requires experimentation, and VC firms that provide money to nascent businesses are playing an essential role by giving climate tech startups risk capital, said Adesina. "In the climate space, a lot of things are uncertain," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The money raised by climate tech startups last year was more than a third of all funds raised by startups in Africa in 2023, placing climate tech second to fintech, a more mature sector. 

Venture capital is typically given to businesses with substantial risk but great long-term growth potential. Startups use it to expand into new markets and to get products and services on the market.

Venture capitalists "can take risks that other people cannot take, because our business model is designed to have failures," said Brian Odhiambo, a Lagos-based partner at Novastar Ventures, an Africa-focused investor. "Not everything has to succeed. But some will, and those that do will succeed in a massive way."





That was the case for Adetayo Bamiduro, co-founder of MAX, formerly Metro Africa Xpress, which makes electric two- and three-wheelers and electric vehicle infrastructure in Nigeria and has raised just under $100 million since it was founded in 2015.

Adetayo said venture capitalists "are playing a catalytic role that is extremely essential."

"We all know that in order to really decarbonize our economies, investments have to be made. And it's not trivial investment," he said.

The funds can also bridge the gap between traditional and non-traditional sectors, said Kidus Asfaw, co-founder and CEO of Kubik, a startup that turns difficult-to-recycle plastic waste into durable, low-carbon building material. His company, which operates in Kenya and Ethiopia, has raised around $5.2 million since it was launched in 2021.

    



He cites waste management and construction as examples of traditional sectors that can connect with startups like his.

"There's so much innovation in these spaces that can transform them over time," he said. "VCs are accelerating that pathway to transforming them."

    



Besides venture capital, other investments by private equity firms, syndicates, venture builders, grant providers and other financial institutions are actively financing climate initiatives on the continent.

But private sector financing in general lags far behind that of public financing, which includes funds from governments, multilaterals and development finance institutions.

From 2019 to 2020, private sector financing represented only 14% of all of Africa's climate finance, according to a report by the Climate Policy Initiative, much lower than in regions such as East Asia and Pacific at 39%, and Latin America and the Caribbean at 49%.

The low contribution in Africa is attributed to the investors putting money in areas they're more familiar with, like renewable energy technology, with less funding coming in for more diverse initiatives, said Sandy Okoth, a capital market specialist for green finance at FSD Africa, one of the commissioners of the CPI study. 

    



"The private sector feels this (renewable energy technology) is a more mature space," he said. "They understand the funding models."

Technology for adapting to climate change, on the other hand, is "more complex", he said.

One startup working in renewable energy is the Johannesburg-based Wetility, which last year secured funding of $48 million -- mostly from private equity -- to expand its operations.

The startup provides solar panels for homes and businesses and a digital management system that allows users to remotely manage power usage, as it tries to solve the problems of energy access and reliability in southern Africa.

"Private sector financing in African climate is still rather low," said founder and CEO Vincent Maposa. "But there's visible growth. And I believe that over the next decade or so, you'll start to see those shifts."

Investors are also starting to understand the economic benefits of adapting to climate change and solutions as they have returns on investment, said Hetal Patel, Nairobi-based director of investments at Mercy Corps Ventures, an early-stage VC fund focused on startups building solutions for climate adaptation and financial resilience.

"We're starting to build a very strong business case for adaptation investors and make sure that private capital flows start coming in," he said.

Maelis Carraro, managing partner at Catalyst Fund, a Nairobi-based VC fund and accelerator that funds climate adaptation solutions, urged more diverse funding, such as that which blends private and public sector funding. The role of public financing, she said, should be to de-risk the private sector and attract more private sector capital into financing climate initiatives.

"We're not gonna go far enough with just the public funding," she said. "We need the private sector and the public sector to work together to unlock more financing. And in particular looking beyond just a few industries where the innovation is writ large."

___

This story corrects the money raised by startup Kubik to $5.2 million, not $4.6 million.

___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: FILE - Pedestrians walk past the Nasdaq building as the stock price of Trump Media & Technology Group Corp. is displayed on screens, March 26, 2024, in New York. A Delaware judge on Tuesday, April 30, granted a request by attorneys for Donald Trump and Trump Media & Technology Group, parent company of his Truth Social platform, to slow down a lawsuit filed by two cofounders of the company. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump talks to reporters as leaves the courtroom following the day's proceedings in his trial at Manhattan criminal court in New York, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (Justin Lane/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump has secured an additional $1.6 billion worth of shares in Trump Media, according to a regulatory filing this week.
Based on the company's stock hitting certain price benchmarks, Trump was awarded an additional 36 million shares in the company that owns his social media platform Truth Social. That brings his total ownership to more than 114 million shares, which based on Wednesday's closing stock price, are worth about $5.2 billion. 
For now, the value of those shares is considered "paper wealth." Trump is prohibited from selling any shares for six months after Trump Media went public without securing a waiver from the company's board.
Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, now owns close to two-thirds of the company's outstanding shares.
Trump Media & Technology Group shares have surged in the past couple of weeks and closed Tuesday at $49.93. Trump only needed the stock to be above $17.50 each for 20 consecutive trading days to secure the new shares.

    


The stock on Wednesday tumbled 9.6%, closing at $45.13.
Trump Media got its place on the Nasdaq after merging with a company called Digital World Acquisition Corp., a special purpose acquisition company, or SPAC. These type of mergers offer young companies quicker and easier routes to getting their shares trading publicly. 




On March 26, the first day of trading after Trump Media closed the merger with Digital World Acquisition, shares in the newly combined company reached nearly $80 each in intraday trading before closing at $57.99. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Less than a week after that flashy stock market debut, Trump Media disclosed that it lost nearly $58.2 million last year, sending its stock tumbling more than 21%. The 2023 losses marked a stark decline compared with the profit of $50.5 million that the company reported for 2022, according to a regulatory filing. 

    


In the subsequent weeks, the company's stock tumbled to around $22 each before rebounding in mid-April.
Truth Social launched in February 2022, one year after Trump was banned from major social platforms including Facebook and X, formerly Twitter, following the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. He's since been reinstated to both but has stuck with Truth Social. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-djt-media-stock-truth-social-a196a9134e123801a94a21df3a8ad0bf



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Vendor that mishandled Pennsylvania virus data to pay $2.7 million in federal whistleblower case | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Vendor that mishandled Pennsylvania virus data to pay $2.7 million in federal whistleblower case

                            

                            

                            
                                By MICHAEL RUBINKAM

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        A large staffing firm that performed COVID-19 contact tracing for Pennsylvania and exposed the private medical information of about 72,000 residents will pay $2.7 million in a settlement with the Justice Department and a company whistleblower, federal prosecutors announced Wednesday.
The Pennsylvania Department of Health paid Atlanta-based Insight Global tens of millions of dollars to administer the state's contact tracing program during the height of the pandemic. The company was responsible for identifying and contacting people who had been exposed to the coronavirus so they could quarantine.
Employees used unauthorized Google accounts -- readily viewable online -- to store names, phone numbers, email addresses, COVID-19 exposure status, sexual orientations and other information about residents who had been reached for contact tracing, even though the company's contract with the state required it to safeguard such data.

    


State health officials fired Insight Global in 2021 after the data breach came to light. A subsequent federal whistleblower lawsuit alleged that Insight Global secured its lucrative contract with Pennsylvania knowing that it lacked secure computer systems and adequate cybersecurity. 




The whistleblower -- a former Insight Global contractor -- complained to company management that residents' health information was potentially accessible to the public, according to the lawsuit. The company initially ignored her, then, when pressed, told the whistleblower "it was not willing to pay for the necessary computer security systems and instead preferred to use its contract funds to hire large numbers of workers," the lawsuit said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It took Insight Global five months to start securing residents' protected medical information, according to the U.S. Justice Department. 
"Contractors for the government who do not follow procedures to safeguard individuals' personal health information will be held accountable," Maureen R. Dixon, who heads up the inspector general's office at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, said Wednesday in a statement on the settlement, of which the whistleblower is set to receive nearly $500,000.

    


Insight Global, which has about 70 offices in the U.S., Canada and the U.K., has previously acknowledged it mishandled sensitive information and apologized. The company said at the time it only belatedly became aware that employees had set up the unauthorized Google accounts for sharing information.
A message was sent to the company Wednesday seeking comment on the settlement.
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    [image: FILE - Microsoft chairman Bill Gates, left, and president and CEO Steve Ballmer speak at a news conference on April 3, 2000 in Redmond, Wash. The U.S. Justice Department's double-barreled antitrust attack on Google's dominant search and Apple's trendsetting iPhone is reviving memories of another epic battle that hobbled Microsoft before it roared back to yet again become the world's most valuable company. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - People arrive at the recently opened Google building in New York, Feb. 26, 2024. The U.S. Justice Department's double-barreled antitrust attack on Google's dominant search and Apple's trendsetting iPhone is reviving memories of another epic battle that hobbled Microsoft before it roared back to yet again become the world's most valuable company. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- The U.S. Justice Department's double-barreled antitrust attack on Google's dominant search and Apple's trendsetting iPhone is reviving memories of the epic battle that hobbled Microsoft before it roared back to yet again become the world's most valuable company.
The parallels to the Justice Department's landmark antitrust case in 1998 could provide a window into the potential breakthroughs that could be unleashed if regulators succeed in their attempts to crack down on Google and Apple.
Federal lawyers have even gone as far as to assert Google and Apple may never have created so many popular products or become as powerful as they are now if Microsoft hadn't been reined in a quarter century ago.
In closing arguments of a Washington, D.C., trial that began last September, regulators Thursday will apply the finishing touches to a case alleging Google has turned its search engine into an illegal monopoly that stifles competition and innovation. The Apple case, which was only filed a month ago, is still years away from its resolution. 

    


Although regulators have lodged separate complaints against Google and Apple, the two cases are shadowed by Microsoft's legal saga that began when both those were mere specks on the technology landscape.




When they went after Google in October 2020, regulators compared the lucrative deals that the company cut with Apple to lock its search engine into the iPhone and Safari web browser to the same tactics Microsoft deployed in its personal computer software to block competition.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And in the antitrust lawsuits that they filed against Apple last month, the Justice Department pointed back to complaints that company co-founder Steve Jobs had raised in 1998 against Microsoft's "dirty tactics" while urging regulators to take steps to force the PC software maker "to play fair."
And that is what the Justice Department did in an antitrust case against Microsoft that caused massive distractions that opened the door for Google's search engine to become the internet's main gateway. It also culminated in a series of concessions that paved the way for Apple to extend the reach of its iTunes music store that increased the popularity of the iPod that spawned the iPhone.

    


The Microsoft case "created new opportunities for innovation in areas that would become critical to the success of Apple's consumer devices and the company itself," the Justice Department crowed in the lawsuit that casts the iPhone as an illegal monopoly.
After years of mostly fruitless attempts to compete against Google's search engine and the iPhone under the leadership of Steve Ballmer, Microsoft began to regain its stride when Satya Nadella became CEO in 2014.
Earlier this year, Microsoft's market value hit $3 trillion for the first time, surpassing Apple as the world's most valuable company while taking the early lead in artificial intelligence technology that's expected to reshape the world.
It's an odd juxtaposition that has thrust regulators into battling two companies they helped create when they caged a colossus now angling to seize the mantle in technology's next frontier. 

    


But it's also a tableau that antitrust experts cite as evidence that the system is working to unlock more robust competition that hatches innovations. And then those breakthroughs sometimes serve as the building blocks for new monopolies that must eventually be challenged by regulators, even as fallen empires like Microsoft can still find ways to reinvent themselves.
"It's not about an agenda about trying to pursue and destroy companies, it's about trying to restore competition in a market," said Rebecca Haw Allensworth, a Vanderbilt University law professor who focuses on antitrust law issues. "What has happened with the Microsoft case is a success story that can also provide a blueprint for Apple and Google when people ask why is America trying to destroy its most successful companies? Microsoft has done great after it had a major antitrust claim against it."
The Justice Department's landmark case against Microsoft was not the first time an antitrust lawsuit turned into a springboard for other companies to emerge as dominant forces that eventually need to be corralled, too.

    


For instance, separate antitrust lawsuits filed against IBM in 1969 and AT&T in 1974 helped pave the way for Microsoft and Apple to launch the personal computer revolution that subsequently spawned the internet boom that was followed by the smartphone explosion.
Those are the kinds of innovations that have fueled economic growth and society-shifting products that might not have happened had antitrust regulators stayed on the sidelines while IBM and AT&T continued to exploit their respective monopolies, Yale University economics professor Fiona Scott Morton said.
"When you innovate successfully, you can grow like crazy but then it's 20 years later and it's hard to keep growing like you were," said Scott Morton, who once was chief economist in the Justice Department's antitrust division. "So instead of just relying on innovation, you realize, 'Hey we have a lot of market power, we could use that to raise profits.' 

    


"It's just very natural that's what happens repeatedly and regulators have to say, 'No, that part isn't allowed, you have to compete on the merits.' And oftentimes when you succeed in forcing more competition, somebody else ends up winning the next race."
After the closing arguments in the Justice Department's antitrust case against Google wrap up this week, U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta is expected to issue his ruling in the late summer or early autumn. Meanwhile, the case against Apple will continue to progress in New Jersey federal court while antitrust regulators examine whether Microsoft is once again crossing the line to gain an unfair advantage in the still-nascent field of AI.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/google-apple-microsoft-antitrust-technology-cases-1e0c510088825745a6e74ba3b81b44c6
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    [image: A recipe for guacamole, served in an avocado shell, appears in New York in June 2019. (Carrie Crow via AP)]
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                                        Americans have been having a love affair with avocados in recent years. Especially in guacamole.
According to the California Avocado Commission, some 81 million pounds of avocados are consumed in the U.S. during Cinco de Mayo, the annual celebration of Mexican American culture that falls on May 5.
But some guacamoles are disappointing -- bland, or watery, or lacking in creaminess. So, what makes the difference between meh guacamole and great guacamole?
"The conversation has to begin with the avocados themselves," says Julian Rodarte, a chef and co-owner of Beto and Son in Dallas, and a guacamole aficionado.
There are hundreds of varieties of avocados, though only a few are commonly available in the U.S. Rodarte says that Mexican Hass avocados (specifically from the Michaocan region of Mexico) are the best avocados for guac, with the highest oil content.

    


Ivy Stark, chef/owner of the restaurants Mexology and BKLYNwild in New York City, also recommends Hass avocados for guacamole. In general, Hass avocados, which can also come from California and other locales, are denser than the larger varieties, creamier and richer in flavor. Avocados with more water in the flesh will break down more quickly, especially when blended with the other ingredients.




To check the ripeness of the fruit (we all know avocado is a fruit, yes?), Rodarte suggests looking for two indicators. First, touch. Gently press the skin and "it will tell you right away if it's soft." Second, break off the little piece of stem at the top of the avocado and look at the little navel-like circle underneath. If it's bright green, the avocado should be ripe. White is under-ripe, and brown is past its prime.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

If you need to help your avocados ripen faster, place them in a brown bag or other container with a banana and let them sit for half a day to a day or two. The natural gases emitted by the banana will accelerate the ripening of the avocados.

    


As for seasonings, Rodarte says, "I eat guacamole for the flavor of the avocados," so he recommends using a thoughtful, light hand. Fine sea salt is his preference, as it melts into the guac "without interrupting the creaminess with crunchy bits of salt."
He also feels that lime or lemon juice alone is too assertive and will overwhelm the delicate flavor of avocado. He always adds in some orange juice, too, and sometimes uses orange juice all on its own, liking the natural balance of sweetness and tartness.
Rodarte recommends mashing the avocados with the seasonings until creamy, and then folding in the other ingredients so they don't break down and make the guacamole watery.
Both Rodarte and Stark recommend using a mortar and pestle to mash the avocados. Rodarte aims for a "whipped butter consistency" while Stark describes her ideal consistency as "soft and chunky." For those of us who don't have a mortar and pestle in the kitchen, Rodarte says a fork is fine, too.
He then stirs in chopped meaty tomatoes, with the juice and seeds removed, and recommends a finely minced white or red onion. He adds finely minced or chiffonaded cilantro, but says "a little goes a long way," so be judicious when adding this strong herb.

    


Stark thinks cilantro and jalapenos are essential to good guacamole. Rodarte also like the heat of chile peppers in his guacamole, but prefers fresnos or serranos to jalapenos.
Rodarte says the molcajete, or base of the mortar, is the "cast-iron pan of Mexico," taking on flavors from different ingredients over the years. 
"Nothing will ever taste like a dish made using your abuelita's mortar and pestle, with years of gradual seasoning," he says.
Rodarte does play with more non-traditional ingredients, too. He's used chili crunch as a finisher, blended in yuzu ponzu sauce, and added a few drops of toasted sesame oil in some versions of guacamole.
Stark offers many twists on guacamole, playing with tropical fruits and berries. She also likes to make versions with shrimp, crab and lobster, and at Mexology they offer a guac with pomegranate seeds and toasted pepitas.

    


As for the challenge of storing guacamole without it browning, both chefs recommend pressing plastic wrap right on top of it to minimize oxidation. Rodarte also suggests brushing the top of the guacamole with a bit of oil to seal it from exposure to the air.
Keep the guac in the fridge, and if there is some browning, Stark says to just scrape a thin layer from the top before serving.
If I know I'm making the guacamole to serve later, I hold back on adding the lime juice to the recipe. I blend everything up, then pour the lime juice over the top, using it to "seal" the top of the guac, and then stir it in just before serving. The proportions will still be perfect, and you will have avoided the browning.
Consider serving guacamole in scooped-out avocado shells. They might be a little wobbly, but you can nestle the shells in a bed of tortilla chips for more stability.

    


The following guacamole recipe is inspired by Rodarte's tips:
CLASSIC GUACAMOLE
Ingredients:
2 ripe Hass avocados, preferably from Mexico
Fine sea salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste
2 teaspoons fresh lime or lemon juice
2 teaspoons fresh orange juice
1/3 cup minced red or white onion
1 Roma tomato (cored, seeded, and chopped; about 1/2 cup)
1/2 to 1 teaspoon minced seeded serrano or Fresno pepper 
1/2 to 1 teaspoon minced fresh cilantro 
Directions:
Cut the avocados in half, remove the pits, and use a knife to cut the avocado flesh into chunks right in the skin, cutting in one direction and then crosswise in a grid-like fashion. Use a spoon to scoop out all of the flesh into a medium-size bowl. Mash with a fork, or use a mortar and pestle. Blend in the salt, pepper and citrus juices.
Add the onion, tomato, chile pepper and cilantro and gently fold into the avocado until well blended. Taste, then adjust the seasonings.
You can serve the guacamole with tortilla chips or use on tacos, burritos, quesadillas or other dishes.
---
Katie Workman writes regularly about food for The Associated Press. She has written two cookbooks focused on family-friendly cooking, "Dinner Solved!" and "The Mom 100 Cookbook." She blogs at https://themom100.com/. She can be reached at [email protected].
___
For more AP food stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/recipes

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/guacamole-recipe-cinco-de-mayo-0ab590c62e42da035ca2163dfcffffb5
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[image: This April 23, 2024 image provided by Jessica Damiano shoes a "Copper King" Heuchera plant growing in a garden in Long Island, New York. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by Proven Winners shows ColorBlaze "Torchlight" Coleus and Sweet Caroline "Sweetheart Lime" sweet potato vine growing side by side. (Proven Winners via AP)]
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[image: This undated image provided by Ball Horticultural Company shows "Confetti Compact Mix" Hypoestes, or polka dot plant. (Ball Horticultural Company via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by Proven Winners shows a "Silver Bullet" Artemisia plant. (Proven Winners via AP)]
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[image: This undated image provided by Ball Horticultural Company shows a Brunnera "Jack Frost" plant. (Ball Horticultural Company via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by Proven Winners shows Heart to Heart "Bold 'N Beautiful" and "Scarlet Flame" Caladium varieties, which can be planted in sunny or shady conditions. (Proven Winners via AP)]
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[image: This April 23, 2024 image provided by Jessica Damiano shoes a "Copper King" Heuchera plant growing in a garden in Long Island, New York. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by Proven Winners shows ColorBlaze "Torchlight" Coleus and Sweet Caroline "Sweetheart Lime" sweet potato vine growing side by side. (Proven Winners via AP)]
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[image: This undated image provided by Ball Horticultural Company shows "Confetti Compact Mix" Hypoestes, or polka dot plant. (Ball Horticultural Company via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by Proven Winners shows a "Silver Bullet" Artemisia plant. (Proven Winners via AP)]
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[image: This undated image provided by Ball Horticultural Company shows a Brunnera "Jack Frost" plant. (Ball Horticultural Company via AP)]
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                                        When we want to add color to the garden, most of us set our sights on flowers. But many leaf-forward plants can outlast and even outcompete those with colorful blossoms.
For starters, foliage plants don't wax and wane or have a limited bloom time. In addition, many can brighten up shady spots that don't offer enough sunlight for flowers. And they tend to be lower maintenance since they don't need pruning or deadheading to keep blooming or look their best.
Foliage plants can add depth, texture and contrast to beds and containers, serving as focal points or backdrops for other plants. There are many species, varieties and cultivars to choose from.
All of these perennial plants can be treated as annuals outside of their hardiness zones, except for the ornamental grasses, which would likely be impractical and too expensive to plant for a single season.

    


GROUND COVERS
Consider Heuchera, aka coral bells or alumroot, which is equally (if not primarily) valued for its large, heart-shaped or rounded frilly leaves as for its tall flower stalks that bloom from spring through summer. It's available in a dizzying array of leaf colors, from muted green and cream to bright chartreuse and bold maroon, copper, red and purple. There are also variegated varieties and some with distinct leaf veins. You can plant Heuchera as a single specimen or as a ground cover in part shade to part sun (perennial in zones 4-9).




Siberian bugloss (Brunnera macryphylla) is another beautiful foliage plant that works well as a groundcover. Among the choices are "Jack Frost," a variety that boasts silvery foliage that contrasts nicely with surrounding greenery, and "Jack of Diamonds," which has giant, overlapping, heart-shaped leaves with dark green veining (perennial in zones 3-8).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sweet potato vine, often planted at the outside edge of containers for a spilling effect, will quickly cover ground (or a trellis) with vining heart-shaped, lobed or lacy green, chartreuse, purple, green, red, bronze, burgundy or purple leaves (perennial in zones 9-11).

    


And Artemisia, also known as mugwort or wormwood, adds an attention-grabbing, silvery touch to beds and containers, particularly in moon gardens, for which plants are selected for their ability to "glow" in the moonlight. The fragrant plant also resists deer and rabbit browsing (perennial in zones 3 or 4 through 8, 9 or 10, depending on variety).
MID-SIZE MARVELS
The polka dot plant (Hypoestes phyllostachya) is a party in a pot (or garden bed), its vibrant foliage splashed with pink, white or red blotches or dots. Typically growing 12 to 18 inches tall, with some varieties reaching 3 feet, the plant thrives best in part sun (perennial in zones 10-11).
Angel wings (Caladium), prized for their intricately patterned, arrowhead-shaped foliage, can grow up to 2 feet tall. Each plant sends up individual leaves of pink, red, white and/or green, their veins and, often, colored margins brightening partially shady spots (perennial in zones 8-12). 
With hundreds of varieties in different heights, colors, leaf sizes and shapes, there's likely a Coleus for every garden or container. Most prefer shade, some can tolerate sun, and all quickly grow into dense clusters to provide near-instant gratification (perennial in zones 10-11).

    


STATEMENT PLANTS
Pink Muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris), native to Eastern North America, shines in fall with its pink, airy inflorescences, which technically are flowers, but not in the colloquial sense. In winter, its plumes fade to silver-gray. At just 2-3 feet tall and wide, you can plant one as a standalone or line several up to create a short hedgerow (zones 6-9).
Little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) is a 3-foot-tall delight with gray-green blades and dramatic red, purple and orange autumn colors that persist through winter. It's also a North American prairie native that serves as a larval host for several skipper butterfly species (zones 4-9).
Just about anyone can add a tropical flair to beds and borders with "Black Magic" elephant ears (Colocasia). The traffic-stopping plant quickly grows to a height of 3-5 feet by midseason. Its nearly black, deep-purple, heart-shaped leaves often surpass 2 feet in length. Outside the plant's hardiness range, gardeners can dig up and store its tuber in autumn for replanting the following spring (zones 9-11).
___
Jessica Damiano writes regular gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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    [image: FILE - Brian Hollins, left, and Carli Lloyd attend the 25th annual Glamour Women of the Year Awards at Carnegie Hall on Monday, Nov. 9, 2015, in New York. Retired U.S. women's soccer star Carli Lloyd and her husband are expecting their first child in October. The 41-year-old Lloyd announced her pregnancy on Instagram on Wednesday, May 1, 2024. She has been married to Brian Hollins for seven years (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: The two-time FIFA Player of the Year Carli Lloyd watches the training of young migrants at Olympiacos Training Center in Athens, Monday, April 22, 2024. Elite American athletes and coaches, including the former US soccer players Carli Lloyd and Cobi Jones, take part in the 2024 spring roster of U.S. Soccer Sports Envoys organized by the U.S. Department of State. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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                                        Retired U.S. women's soccer star Carli Lloyd and her husband are expecting their first child in October.
The 41-year-old Lloyd announced her pregnancy on Instagram on Wednesday. She has been married to Brian Hollins for seven years and indicated in her social media post that she had gone through fertility treatments.
"It has been a rollercoaster of a journey to get to this point," Lloyd wrote. "We are beyond excited to be parents! I couldn't have gotten through this without my amazing husband, Brian. He truly kept me going."
Lloyd retired in 2021 after a career that included two World Cup titles and a pair of Olympic gold medals. Her crowning moment was scoring three goals in the opening 16 minutes of the U.S. victory over Japan in the 2015 Women's World Cup final.
Lloyd played 316 matches with the national team, the second-most international appearances of any player. She scored 134 goals for the United States, third most in team history, along with 61 assists.
Lloyd was twice named the FIFA Women's Player of the Year during a 22-year playing career.
Last week, Lloyd joined onetime U.S. men's great Cobi Jones in Greece to participate in the U.S. State Department's Sports Envoy program.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: This photo provided by Toyota shows the 2024 Corolla Cross Hybrid. It has standard all-wheel drive and gets up to an EPA-estimated 42 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Kia shows the 2024 Niro. The Niro stands out with its EPA-estimated fuel economy of up to 53 mpg combined as well as its roomy seating. (Courtesy of Kia America via AP)]
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                                        Many car shoppers simply want a vehicle that's practical, easy to drive and relatively inexpensive. High fuel economy is increasingly a popular desire as well. If this sounds like what you're looking for in your next vehicle, consider the 2024 Kia Niro or the 2024 Toyota Corolla Cross Hybrid. 
The Kia Niro is fresh from a redesign last year. It's one of Kia's smaller crossover SUVs and it stands out with its distinctive styling, standard hybrid powertrain and plentiful technology features. Much of the same can also be said of Toyota's Corolla Cross Hybrid. This fuel-sipping spinoff of the Corolla Cross is similarly fresh, introduced just last year. It's also loaded with popular features and is a lot more practical than a regular Corolla sedan. Edmunds' auto experts put these hybrid SUVs head-to-head to see which one offers more for your money.

    


ENGINES AND FUEL ECONOMY 
Under the hood of the Niro is a four-cylinder hybrid electric powertrain that sends 139 horsepower to the front wheels. During testing, Edmunds found acceleration is pretty leisurely. The Niro is pleasantly punchy at city speeds but it rapidly runs out of steam on the highway. The trade-off is great fuel economy. Depending on the trim, its EPA-estimated combined average is a remarkable 49 to 53 mpg.




Motivating the Corolla Cross Hybrid is a 196-horsepower four-cylinder hybrid electric powertrain that sends power to all four wheels. That's right, the Corolla Cross Hybrid comes standard with all-wheel drive. All-wheel drive is not available on the Niro. Its 42 mpg combined average trails the Niro's, yet acceleration is stronger. Edmunds found the Corolla Cross Hybrid needed 7.9 seconds to sprint from zero to 60 mph -- almost 2 seconds quicker than the Niro. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

If great fuel economy is your top priority, the Niro wins. But Edmunds found the Corolla Cross Hybrid's quicker acceleration and standard all-wheel drive to be worth the trade-off. 

    


Winner: Corolla Cross Hybrid
FEATURES AND VALUE
Credit Kia and Toyota for packing in so many features into these budget-minded SUVs. In base format, they each come standard with keyless entry and ignition, an 8-inch infotainment touchscreen, and wireless connectivity for Apple CarPlay and Android Auto smartphone integration. Both also offer a robust set of driver assistance features including lane keeping assistance, blind-spot warning and adaptive cruise control. 
There are a few aspects that help the Niro pull ahead. For one, it starts at $28,315, including destination fees. That's about $1,200 less than the Toyota's price of $29,570. Kia also offers top trim levels for the Niro that come with upscale features such as ventilated front seats and a premium sound system. You can't get these on the Corolla Cross Hybrid.
The Niro is backed by a lengthy five-year/60,000-mile basic warranty paired with 10 years/100,000 miles of powertrain coverage. Toyota offers a more industry standard combo of three years/36,000 miles (basic) and five years/60,000 miles (powertrain), though it's worth noting the Corolla Cross Hybrid has a two-year/25,000-mile free maintenance plan. 

    


Winner: Niro
COMFORT AND UTILITY
Both of these SUVs are maneuverable in city driving and reasonably comfortable during highway jaunts. The Corolla Cross Hybrid rides more smoothly over bumps, but otherwise they're pretty similar for all-around comfort. Cargo space is also similar. You'll be able to fit a decent amount of stuff behind the rear seats or fold them down to load larger items.
The Niro does have one big advantage compared to the Toyota: rear legroom. Measuring in at 39.8 inches, the Niro has nearly 8 inches more than the rear confines of the Corolla Cross Hybrid. That extra space makes the Niro more comfortable for taller teens or adults sitting in back. Parents needing to install bulky child safety seats will appreciate it too. 
Winner: Niro
EDMUNDS SAYS 
The Toyota Corolla Cross Hybrid is a solid and sensible choice. It goes about its business with a minimum of fuss and feels built to last. Yet the Niro has better fuel economy, added rear legroom and a more upscale interior. It's sensible with a bit of pizzazz. 
____________
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds. Nick Kurczewski is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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                                        The Change Healthcare cyberattack that disrupted health care systems nationwide earlier this year started when hackers entered a server that lacked a basic form of security: multifactor authentication.
UnitedHealth CEO Andrew Witty said Wednesday in a U.S. Senate hearing that his company, which owns Change Healthcare, is still trying to understand why the server did not have the additional protection. 
His admission did not sit well with Senate Finance Committee members who spent more than two hours questioning the CEO about the attack and broader health care issues.
"This hack could have been stopped with cybersecurity 101," Oregon Democratic Sen. Ron Wyden told Witty.
Multifactor authentication adds a second layer of security to password-protected accounts by having users enter an auto-generated code. It's common on apps protecting sensitive data like bank accounts and meant to guard against hackers guessing passwords.

    


Change Healthcare provides technology used to submit and process billions of insurance claims a year. Hackers gained access in February and unleashed a ransomware attack that encrypted and froze large parts of the company's system, Witty said. 




He told a separate House Energy and Commerce committee hearing Wednesday that hackers used "compromised credentials" that may have included stolen passwords to enter Change's system.
The attack triggered a disruption of payment and claims processing around the country, stressing doctor's offices and health care systems by interfering with their ability to file claims and get paid.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

UnitedHealth quickly disconnected the affected systems to limit damage and paid a $22 million ransom in bitcoin, Witty said. The company is still recovering.
"We've literally built this platform back from scratch so that we can reassure people that there are not elements of the old attacked environment within the new technology," Witty said, also noting that he was "deeply, deeply sorry" for the attack.

    


The CEO also told senators that all of the company's core systems were now fully functional. That included claims payment and pharmacy processing.
Witty said his company had been in the process of upgrading technology for Change, which it acquired in 2022, and he was "incredibly frustrated" to learn about the lack of multifactor authentication, which is a standard across UnitedHealth.
In March, the Office for Civil Rights said it would investigate whether protected health information was exposed and whether Change Healthcare followed laws protecting patient privacy. 
The company said earlier this month that personal information that could cover a "substantial portion of people in America" may have been taken in the attack. 
Company officials have said they see no signs that doctor charts or full medical histories were released after the attack. But they also have noted that it may take several months of analysis to identify and notify those who were affected. UnitedHealth is offering free credit monitoring and identity theft protection for two years. 

    


UnitedHealth Group runs one of the nation's largest insurers and pharmacy benefits managers. It also provides care and technology services, which include the Change business.
Cybersecurity experts say ransomware attacks have increased substantially in recent years, especially in the health care sector.
Witty told senators UnitedHealth is "consistently" under attack. He said in prepared remarks that his company repels an attempted intrusion every 70 seconds. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- A top medical official with the Pakistan Cricket Board resigned on Thursday after an independent investigation reported fast bowler Ihsanullah's elbow injury was badly handled.
Dr. Sohail Saleem was the director of the PCB medical and sports sciences.
A three-member medical committee said in its report that Saleem recommended an "inappropriate surgeon, lacking the academics and experience in the field" to look after Ihsanullah's injury.
Ihsanullah's right elbow was hurt during the white-ball home series against New Zealand in April last year. The PCB initially believed Ihsanullah's injury was not severe but the fast bowler was sidelined for almost a year.
The committee said Ihsanullah's elbow pain was not addressed, treated and operated on appropriately, and there was also delay in reaching the clinical diagnoses.
"He (Ihsanullah) did not receive a formal rehabilitation process as required by his condition," the committee said. "His surgery was planned hurriedly without any specialist review and preoperative assessment."

    


The committee also highlighted "inappropriate prescription of treatment, as well as non-compliance by the fast bowler with the prescribed rehabilitation plan."




Last month, Ihsanullah was sent to the U.K. where he met with an orthopaedic surgeon specialising in sports injuries.
The committee has recommended Ihsanullah should continue with aggressive physiotherapy and "surgery may be the last option if he does not recover in six-12 months."
Ihsanullah has played four Twenty20s and one one-day international, all last year.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                                        Supporters of a South Dakota abortion rights initiative submitted far more signatures than required Wednesday to make the ballot this fall. But its outcome is unclear in the conservative state, where Republican lawmakers strongly oppose the measure and a major abortion rights advocate doesn't support it.
The effort echoes similar actions in seven other states where voters have approved abortion rights measures, including four -- California, Michigan, Ohio and Vermont -- that put abortion rights in their constitution. Abortion rights measures also might appear on several other state ballots this year.
The signatures were submitted on the same day the Arizona Legislature approved a repeal of a long-dormant ban on nearly all abortions, and as a ban on most abortions after six weeks of pregnancy, before many women even know they are pregnant, went into effect in Florida. 

    


Dakotans for Health co-founder Rick Weiland said backers of the ballot initiative gathered more than 55,000 signatures to submit to Secretary of State Monae Johnson, easily exceeding the 35,017 valid signatures needed to make the November general election. Johnson's office has until Aug. 13 to validate the constitutional initiative. A group opposing the measure said it's already planning a legal challenge to the petition alleging the signatures weren't gathered correctly.




South Dakota outlaws all abortions, except to save the life of the mother, under a trigger law that took effect after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The abortion law in South Dakota right now is the most restrictive law in the land. It's practically identical to the 1864 abortion ban in Arizona," said Weiland, referring to the law Arizona legislators voted to repeal Wednesday. "Women that get raped, victims of incest, women carrying nonviable or problem pregnancies have zero options."

    


Weiland said the ballot measure is based on Roe v. Wade, which had established a nationwide right to abortion. It would bar the state from regulating "a pregnant woman's abortion decision and its effectuation" in the first trimester, but allow second-trimester regulations "only in ways that are reasonably related to the physical health of the pregnant woman," such as licensing requirements for providers and facility requirements for safety and hygiene.
The initiative would allow the state to regulate or prohibit abortion in the third trimester, "except when abortion is necessary, in the medical judgment of the woman's physician, to preserve the life or health of the pregnant woman."
"Our Roe framework allows for abortion in the first two trimesters," Weiland said.
The American Civil Liberties Union of South Dakota doesn't support the measure.
"In particular, it does not have the strongest legal standard by which a court must evaluate restrictions on abortion, and thereby runs the risk of establishing a right to abortion in name only which could impede future efforts to ensure every South Dakotan has meaningful access to abortion without medically unnecessary restrictions," executive director Libby Skarin said in a written statement. 

    


Planned Parenthood North Central States, the former sole abortion provider in South Dakota, hasn't said whether the organization would support the measure. In a joint statement with the ACLU of South Dakota, the two said groups said, "We are heartened by the enthusiasm South Dakotans have shown for securing abortion rights in our state."
Weiland said he's hopeful once the measure is on the ballot, "another conversation will occur with some of these organizations." He cited his group's hard work to get the measure this far, and said measure backers are "optimistic that we're going to have the resources we need to be able to get the message out."
Republican opponents, meanwhile, are promising to fight the initiative. Earlier this year, the GOP-led Legislature passed a resolution formally opposing it, along with a bill for a petition signature withdrawal process. The backer of the latter bill was Republican state Rep. Jon Hansen, a co-chair of Life Defense Fund, the group promising to challenge the ballot initiative.

    


Hansen called the measure extreme during a forum last month.
"If the proponents of this abortion amendment wanted to just legalize rape and incest exceptions, they could have done that, but they didn't do that," Hansen said at the time. "Instead, what they wrote is an amendment that legalizes abortion past the point of viability, past the point where the baby could just be born outside the womb and up until the point of birth."
Hansen also asserted that the measure would not allow "basic health and safety standards for mothers" in the first trimester. 
Weiland has repeatedly disputed Hansen's claims, and called Life Defense Fund's planned court challenge "just a desperate charge on their part."
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                                        SARASOTA SPRINGS, Utah (AP) -- A Utah woman has been arrested on suspicion of murder after a friend was shot in what police said was an uncompleted suicide pact the women had reached several weeks earlier.
Heavenly Faith Garfield, 21, was arrested Tuesday and remains jailed in Utah County on Wednesday without bail. Saratoga Springs Police have recommended she be charged with murder and discharge of a firearm. Jail records didn't list an attorney who could speak on her behalf and no charges have been filed.
A voicemail seeking comment left Wednesday with a phone number believed to belong to Garfield's mother was not immediately returned.
Garfield's father called 911 just before 3:30 p.m. Tuesday to report the shooting, police said. He said his daughter shot the 21-year-old victim at 10:45 a.m. as part of a suicide pact, an affidavit of probable cause says.

    


Family members said Garfield and the victim had been discussing the pact for several weeks, the affidavit says.
The victim's name has not been released.
A friend of the victim provided officers with text messages he had received from her stating that she wanted to die but was too scared to kill herself, the affidavit says. That friend also told police the victim had a suicide pact with Garfield.
___
This story includes a discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org.
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    [image: FILE - Reach House, a halfway house for sex offenders where visiting nurse Joyce Grayson was found dead, sits atop a small hill, Nov. 21, 2023, in Willimantic, Conn. A federal workplace safety investigation following the death of Grayson, a licensed practical nurse, during a home visit in Willimantic on Oct. 28, 2023, found that Elara Caring, one of the nation's largest home-based care providers, did not provide adequate safeguards to protect the nurse and other employees from the dangers of workplace violence. (AP Photo/Pat Eaton Robb, File)]
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[image: FILE - This undated photo provided by the Connecticut Department of Corrections shows Michael Reese, who has been charged with murder and attempted sexual assault in connection with the death of visiting nurse Joyce Grayson. A federal workplace safety investigation following the death of Grayson, a licensed practical nurse, during an Oct. 28, 2023, home visit in Willimantic, Conn., found that Elara Caring, one of the nation's largest home-based care providers, did not provide adequate safeguards to protect the nurse and other employees from the dangers of workplace violence. (Connecticut Department of Corrections via AP, File)]
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            4 of 4 | FILE - Tracy Wodatch, from Connecticut Association for Healthcare at Home, places a candle next to a photo of Joyce Grayson at a vigil for Grayson at the Connecticut Capitol's North Lobby, Nov. 28, 2023, in Hartford, Conn. A federal workplace safety investigation following the death of Grayson, a licensed practical nurse, during an Oct. 28, 2023, home visit in Willimantic, Conn., found that Elara Caring, one of the nation's largest home-based care providers, did not provide adequate safeguards to protect the nurse and other employees from the dangers of workplace violence. (Aaron Flaum/Hartford Courant via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Employer of visiting nurse who was killed didn't protect her and should be fined, safety agency says

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Reach House, a halfway house for sex offenders where visiting nurse Joyce Grayson was found dead, sits atop a small hill, Nov. 21, 2023, in Willimantic, Conn. A federal workplace safety investigation following the death of Grayson, a licensed practical nurse, during a home visit in Willimantic on Oct. 28, 2023, found that Elara Caring, one of the nation's largest home-based care providers, did not provide adequate safeguards to protect the nurse and other employees from the dangers of workplace violence. (AP Photo/Pat Eaton Robb, File)]
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[image: FILE - This undated photo provided by the Connecticut Department of Corrections shows Michael Reese, who has been charged with murder and attempted sexual assault in connection with the death of visiting nurse Joyce Grayson. A federal workplace safety investigation following the death of Grayson, a licensed practical nurse, during an Oct. 28, 2023, home visit in Willimantic, Conn., found that Elara Caring, one of the nation's largest home-based care providers, did not provide adequate safeguards to protect the nurse and other employees from the dangers of workplace violence. (Connecticut Department of Corrections via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tracy Wodatch, from Connecticut Association for Healthcare at Home, places a candle next to a photo of Joyce Grayson at a vigil for Grayson at the Connecticut Capitol's North Lobby, Nov. 28, 2023, in Hartford, Conn. A federal workplace safety investigation following the death of Grayson, a licensed practical nurse, during an Oct. 28, 2023, home visit in Willimantic, Conn., found that Elara Caring, one of the nation's largest home-based care providers, did not provide adequate safeguards to protect the nurse and other employees from the dangers of workplace violence. (Aaron Flaum/Hartford Courant via AP, File)]
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                                        HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) -- A home health care company failed to protect a visiting nurse who was killed during an appointment with a convicted rapist at a Connecticut halfway house and should be fined about $161,000, federal workplace safety officials said Wednesday.
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration released the results of its investigation into Elara Caring and the Oct. 28 death of Joyce Grayson, a 63-year-old mother of six and nurse for 36 years. The Dallas, Texas-based company, which provides home care for more than 60,000 patients in 17 states, said it disputes OSHA's findings and plans to contest them.
OSHA determined the company "exposed home healthcare employees to workplace violence from patients who exhibited aggressive behavior and were known to pose a risk to others," the agency said in a statement.
"Elara Caring failed its legal duty to protect employees from workplace injury by not having effective measures in place to protect employees against a known hazard and it cost a worker her life," Charles McGrevy, an OSHA area director in Hartford, Connecticut, said in the statement.

    


OSHA said the company could have reduced the risk of workplace violence in a number of ways including providing its health care providers with comprehensive background information on patients, giving them panic alert buttons and developing procedures for using safety escorts with certain patients.




The agency said Elara Caring must develop and implement required safeguards including a comprehensive workplace violence prevention program. OSHA cited Elara and two subsidiaries, Jordan Health Services and New England Home Care.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Elara Caring said in a statement emailed to The Associated Press that "the citation that the Occupational Safety and Health Administration issued to the company is unwarranted, and we intend to contest it vigorously." 

    


The company said Connecticut officials determined the convicted rapist accused of killing Grayson, Michael Reese, was not a danger to the community. Reese, 39, was on probation and living in a halfway house in Willimantic after serving more than 14 years in prison for stabbing and sexually assaulting a woman in 2006 in New Haven.
"Post-release, state authorities were responsible for monitoring and managing the patient's activities," the company said. "The death of Joyce Grayson was a tragedy, and we continue to grieve with the family."
The company has previously said it had safeguards in place to protect workers and was reviewing them in response to Grayson's death.
The state court system, which oversees probation, says it does not comment on cases involving potential litigation.
An informal meeting between OSHA and Elara Caring was set for Thursday, an OSHA spokesperson said. The company has until May 17 to respond to the OSHA citation, including complying with the agency's directives or challenging them.
Grayson's death spurred a call for greater protections for home health care workers in Connecticut and across the country. Connecticut lawmakers are now considering a bill that would improve safety for health care workers.

    


On the day she was killed, Grayson had a morning appointment at Reese's halfway house to administer his medication. After she missed subsequent appointments, her daughter called police to request a well-being check.
Grayson was found strangled in the basement of the halfway house, police and the medical examiner's office said. She also had blunt-force injuries to her head, torso and extremities, an arrest warrant for Reese said.
Reese is charged with murder, attempted first-degree sexual assault and other crimes in connection to Grayson's death. He has not entered pleas, and his public defender has not returned messages seeking comment including an email sent Wednesday.
Kelly Reardon, a lawyer for Grayson's family, said the family hopes the OSHA findings will prompt safety changes in the home health care industry.
"OSHA has recognized what the Grayson family has known since Joyce was murdered on October 28, 2023 -- that Elara Caring willfully placed her in harm's way by repeatedly ignoring employees complaints about aggressive and violent patients they were required to treat," Reardon said in an email to the AP.
OSHA also cited Elara Caring for a less serious alleged violation -- not providing work-related injury and illness records to OSHA within the required four business hours -- and proposed an additional fine of $2,300.
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- Authorities in Texas are investigating at least nine deaths this week in connection with an unusual spike of opioid overdoses in Austin that health officials are calling the city's worst overdose outbreak in nearly a decade. 
Emergency responders in the Texas capital typically field only two to three calls per day, said Steve White, assistant chief of the Austin-Travis County Emergency Medical Service. But at least 65 people required overdose treatment between Monday and Wednesday, said Darren Noak, a spokesman for the agency. 
"At this time, it is apparent that there is an deadly batch of illicit narcotics in our community," Austin Police Department Assistant Chief Eric Fitzgerald said at a news conference Tuesday.
Preliminary testing showed that all nine people who died had traces of fentanyl in their system and the majority had other drugs present too, according to Travis County spokesman Hector Nieto.

    


The victims ranged in age from 30s to 50s and spanned diverse ethnic backgrounds, said Keith Pinckard, Travis County's chief medical examiner. Police say two people have been detained during the investigation but no charges related to overdoses had been filed as of Wednesday. 




Fitzgerald said officers administered an overdose-reversing drug, naloxone, at the scene of several cases as they awaited emergency services. He added that citizen bystanders in some cases stepped in to administer the life-saving drug themselves, and thanked them for intervening. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

According to Travis County Judge Andy Brown, the county's top elected official, kits for administering overdose antidote drug naloxone during emergency situations were distributed to locals in affected areas and training was provided by emergency personnel for those willing to carry the medication. 
Brown said that the drug, which combats overdoses, had previously been proactively distributed across the area through city and county programs that attempt to fight increasing opioid overdoses. He said the efforts are conducted in coordination with local groups that often respond to overdose crisis. 
It is the largest overdose outbreak in Austin since a synthetic drug referred to as K2 was distributed locally in 2015, Brown said. 
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    [image: FILE - The Sununu Youth Services Center in Manchester, N.H., stands among trees, Jan. 28, 2020. The first of nearly 1,200 lawsuits alleging decades of abuse at New Hampshire's youth detention center goes to trial in April 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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                                        BRENTWOOD, N.H. (AP) -- Jurors who will decide whether to hold New Hampshire accountable for abuse at its youth detention center heard from the final witness in a landmark trial Wednesday: a psychiatrist who said the plaintiff has bipolar disorder, not post-traumatic stress disorder.
Dr. Harrison Pope is the director of the biological psychiatry lab at McLean Hospital, where he has worked for nearly 50 years and has specialized in treatment of bipolar disorder. Testifying on behalf of the state, he said he was confident in the diagnosis he made after reviewing David Meehan's medical history and speaking to him for several hours this year.
"The most important thing in his case is his history of bipolar disorder," Pope said.
Meehan, 42, went to police in 2017 with allegations that he had been beaten, raped and held in solitary confinement at the Youth Development Center in the 1990s. Since he sued the state in 2020, 11 former state workers have been arrested and more than 1,100 former residents of the Manchester facility have filed lawsuits alleging six decades of abuse.

    


Meehan, whose lawsuit seeking millions of dollars was the first to be filed and first to go to trial, says the state's negligence enabled abuse so severe that he has been largely unable to work or enjoy life as an adult. His mental health providers over the past decade and experts who testified at the trial diagnosed him with severe PTSD, but Pope disagreed.




While many symptoms of PTSD overlap with the depressive episodes that are part of bipolar disorder, PTSD does not include the symptoms that show up in manic episodes, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The bipolar disorder is such a profound illness and can cause so many of his symptoms that it's impossible to know, if you could lift off all of those symptoms that are attributable to bipolar disorder ... how many symptoms would be left over," he said. "Without being able to see the picture with the bipolar disorder properly treated, it's just speculative as to how much of would be attributed to PTSD itself."

    


Jurors heard testimony about a 2020 episode in which Meehan was hospitalized after making delusional statements, including believing he was a biblical figure. Pope called that a classic manic episode, though Meehan's experts said it didn't fit the definition because he was under the influence of drugs or alcohol at the time.
Pope also disagreed with an earlier expert who said she believed Meehan's account of abuse because he displayed physical symptoms, including elevated blood pressure and sweating, during the evaluation.
"We're no better lie detectors than anybody else," Pope said. "And if anybody was on the state who told you otherwise, they were misleading you."
Over the course of three weeks, jurors heard from Meehan and more than a dozen witnesses called by his attorneys. In addition to the psychologists, they included former staffers who said they faced resistance and even threats when they raised or investigated concerns, a former resident who described being gang-raped in a stairwell, and a teacher who said she spotted suspicious bruises on Meehan and half a dozen other boys during his time there. 
The state's defense was considerably shorter, with just five witnesses over three days, including Meehan's father and a longtime YDC school employee who said she neither saw nor heard about any abuse.
Attorneys are expected to make their closing statements Thursday.
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    [image: FILE - The Nathan Deal Judicial Center, home of Georgia's Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, is seen, Feb. 11, 2020, in Atlanta. No one disputes that Michelle Wierson crashed her SUV into a car stopped at a traffic light, causing the death of a young boy, but while prosecutors say she needs to be held accountable for her actions, her lawyers say her mental state at the time absolves her of liability. The Georgia Court of Appeals, which is set to hear arguments in the case Wednesday, May 1, 2024, will decide whether Wierson's lawyers can use the insanity defense at trial and, if so, whether the state can try to prove that she wasn't taking her medication. (AP Photo/John Amis, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- No one disputes that Michelle Wierson crashed her SUV into a car stopped at a traffic light, causing the death of a young boy. 
But while prosecutors say she needs to be held accountable for her actions, her lawyers say her mental state at the time absolves her of criminal liability. When Wierson sped through the streets of a DeKalb County, Georgia, neighborhood in her Volkswagen Tiguan in September 2018, she believed she was on a God-assigned mission to save her daughter from being killed. 
On her way to her daughter's school, she was traveling at full speed when she hit a Toyota Corolla stopped at a traffic light, forcing it into the intersection, where it collided with another car. Five-year-old Miles Jenness, who was riding in the Toyota, sustained a traumatic brain injury and a severed spine and died days later.
An Atlanta-area psychologist with a years-long history of bipolar disorder, Wierson has pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity to charges including vehicular homicide and reckless driving. 

    


Prosecutors want a judge to bar Wierson from using an insanity defense. But if that defense is allowed, they want to introduce evidence they say shows that she wasn't taking all of her medication. Defense attorneys argue that if the state succeeds, the insanity defense would be completely gutted for this case and others.




A three-judge panel of the Georgia Court of Appeals on Wednesday heard arguments in the case. Now the judges must decide whether Wierson's lawyers can use the insanity defense at trial and, if so, whether the state can try to prove that she wasn't taking her medication. They did not indicate how or when they might rule. But they may not have the last word -- either side could appeal to the Georgia Supreme Court.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Court records describe Wierson as irate at the scene of the wreck, where she was arrested after throwing things at first responders and into the street. Witnesses said they thought Wierson was "under the influence of some type of intoxicant." Her lawyers assert that she was suffering a psychotic break that rendered her legally insane.

    


Robert Rubin, a lawyer for Wierson, called the entire situation "a horrible tragedy." His client, he said, is "haunted by the tragic consequences of her psychotic behavior, but it was wholly without any intention and moral culpability since she was mentally ill at the time."
Bruce Hagen, a lawyer who represents the Jenness family in a separate civil case pending against Wierson, said his clients have been "patiently waiting for justice."
"The Jennesses are really interested in seeing Ms. Wierson held fully criminally accountable for the death of Miles," Hagen said. "If the issue is that she willfully stopped taking her medication, their position is she should not then benefit from claiming temporary insanity brought on by the very predictable result of not taking her medication."
There are two tests for insanity under Georgia law, both having to do with the person's mental state "at the time of" the alleged crime. The first says a person shall not be found guilty of a crime if she "did not have mental capacity to distinguish between right and wrong" related to the act. The second says a person shall not be found guilty of a crime if the person acted because of "a delusional compulsion" that "overmastered" her will.

    


Two experts -- one hired by the defense, and one engaged by the court -- found that Wierson met both of those criteria.
But prosecutors argue that it doesn't matter whether she could distinguish right from wrong. All that matters for a traffic offense is that Wierson was driving in a way that violated the law, and that caused the boy's death, they say.
The delusional compulsion defense only applies if the person would have been justified in their actions if the delusion were true, prosecutor Thomas Williams said. But "no one is ever justified in driving recklessly."
Therefore, her mental state is not relevant, and her lawyers are simply trying "to evoke an emotional response and to confuse the jury," prosecutors argue.

    


Wierson's lawyers contend that the state's arguments are inconsistent with Georgia case law, arguing in a brief that the state "must still prove that the driver's actions were of her own accord and not an external factor that forced her into a choice and overpowered her will." Every action Wierson took that day "was a result of her delusional compulsion and her inability to distinguish right from wrong," her lawyers argue. 
If Wierson is allowed to use an insanity defense, prosecutors say they should be allowed to produce evidence showing she had intentionally stopped taking her medication, making her psychotic break "a reasonable and foreseeable consequence of her own actions."
Wierson had been diagnosed with bipolar disorder in 2005 and had been using several medications, including lithium, according to court filings. Urine and blood tests from the day of the crash suggested she hadn't been taking the lithium as prescribed, and her brother said she had stopped taking it weeks before the crash, prosecutors wrote. 

    


Evidence of Wierson's medication levels will be critical to the jury's assessment of her state of mind and the crux of her insanity defense, prosecutors argue.
Wierson's lawyers insist that she had been taking her medication properly. That the lithium wasn't detected is evidence that her dosage was too low, not necessarily that she didn't take it as directed, they wrote. But even if she hadn't taken her medication, "the law is clear that there is no exception to the insanity defense for medication or therapeutic noncompliance."
Allowing medication-compliance evidence will "confuse the issues" and improperly cause the jury to judge Wierson based on her "conduct as a patient and not on her mental state at the time of the offense."
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    [image: Planned Parenthood Votes South Atlantic spokesperson, Emily Thompson, announces a $10 million investment into a state voter engagement campaign at a press conference in Bicentennial Plaza in Raleigh, N.C., on Thursday, April 25, 2024. The campaign will focus on canvassing, mailers, digital ads and phone banking to block a GOP legislative supermajority and Republican governor in the 2024 election. (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)]


    

    
        
            
                    Planned Parenthood Votes South Atlantic spokesperson, Emily Thompson, announces a $10 million investment into a state voter engagement campaign at a press conference in Bicentennial Plaza in Raleigh, N.C., on Thursday, April 25, 2024. The campaign will focus on canvassing, mailers, digital ads and phone banking to block a GOP legislative supermajority and Republican governor in the 2024 election. (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By GARY D. ROBERTSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Some of North Carolina government's restrictions on dispensing abortion pills, such as requiring that doctors to prescribe and provide the drug to the patient in person, are unlawful because they frustrate the goal of Congress to use federal regulators to ensure the drug is distributed safely, a judge ruled on Tuesday. 
U.S. District Judge Catherine Eagles in Greensboro granted a partial victory to a physician who performs abortions and who last year sued state and local prosecutors and state health and medical officials on state medication abortion regulations beyond those addressed by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 
Other restrictions on the drug mifepristone that were challenged, however, such as requiring an in-person consultation 72 hours in advance, an in-person examination and an ultrasound before prescribing, are not preempted and can remain, Eagles wrote. That is because they have not been expressly reviewed and rejected by the FDA, or because they focus more on the practice of medicine or on general patient health, she added. 

    


Yet some "statutory requirements of the state's Abortion Laws stand as obstacles to Congress' clear and manifest purpose of providing a comprehensive regulatory framework for safe use and distribution of higher-risk drugs run by the FDA," wrote Eagles, a court nominee of President Barack Obama. She asked the parties to propose written judgments and injunctions for the case within a few weeks. 




GOP legislative leaders didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment. The ruling could be appealed. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dr. Amy Bryant, the physician who sued, said Wednesday that she was pleased with Eagles' decision involving restrictions "that second-guess or interfere with the FDA's expert judgment" and that she and lawyers were reviewing "the implications it has for providing care to patients in North Carolina."

    


Democratic Attorney General Josh Stein, an abortion rights supporter and candidate for governor, was a named legal party in the case. But he didn't defend the additional restrictions in court because Stein's office believed they were preempted by the FDA.
"The court held that parts of North Carolina's anti-abortion law that make it harder for women, especially in rural North Carolina, to get medication abortion are unconstitutional," Stein said Tuesday. "Republican legislators enacted the law to control, not protect, women."
Following the overturning of Roe v. Wade, the Republican-led General Assembly enacted new abortion laws in 2023 that carried onward or expanded many abortion restrictions, such as moving the ban on most abortions from after 20 weeks of pregnancy to 12 weeks. Restrictions also applied specifically to medication abortions. Violating some rules can result in criminal, civil and professional penalties.
Republican legislative leaders permitted to join the lawsuit to defend the restrictions argued the FDA hadn't received specific powers to set regulations on abortion drugs across the nation. While Eagles agreed, she added there was nothing to indicate that Congress had given the FDA less authority to regulate the use and distribution of mifepristone compared to any other drug upon which it had power to alter and reduce restrictions if found to be safe. 

    


The FDA approved mifepristone in 2000 to end pregnancy, when used in combination with a second drug, misoprostol. The pills are now used in more than half of all abortions in the U.S. The U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments in March from lawyers for anti-abortion doctors who asked the court to restrict access to mifepristone, but the justices didn't sound ready to do so.
Some of North Carolina's restrictions on the books already had been removed by federal regulators as unnecessary, Eagles wrote, including that the drug be prescribed only by a physician and dispensed in person. The FDA announced in 2021 that women would be able to get a prescription via an online consultation and receive the pills through the mail. Eagles also said the state's requirement that a woman schedule an in-person follow-up appointment also has been found by the FDA to be unnecessary. 

    


When the FDA creates a program for a higher-risk drug and expressly imposed and removed a limit, "the state cannot reimpose that restriction based on drug safety concerns.," Eagles wrote, but requirements "directed to broader health concerns and informed consent to the termination of a pregnancy" are not preempted. 
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    [image: Virologist Zhang Yongzhen, the first scientist to publish a sequence of the COVID-19 virus, walks down a street in Shanghai, China on Dec. 13, 2020. Zhang was staging a sit-in protest after authorities locked him out of his lab. Zhang wrote in an online post on Monday, April 29, 2024, that he and his team were suddenly notified they were being evicted from their lab, the latest in a series of setbacks, demotions and ousters since he first published the sequence in early January 2020.(AP Photo/Dake Kang)]
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[image: Zhang Yongzhen, the first scientist to publish a sequence of the COVID-19 virus, looks at a presentation on his laptop in a coffeeshop in Shanghai, China on Dec. 13, 2020. Zhang was staging a sit-in protest after authorities locked him out of his lab. Zhang wrote in an online post on Monday, April 29, 2024, that he and his team were suddenly notified they were being evicted from their lab, the latest in a series of setbacks, demotions and ousters since he first published the sequence in early January 2020.(AP Photo/Dake Kang)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- The first scientist to publish a sequence of the COVID-19 virus in China said he was allowed back into his lab after he spent days locked outside, sitting in protest.
Zhang Yongzhen wrote in an online post on Wednesday, just past midnight, that the medical center that hosts his lab had "tentatively agreed" to allow him and his team to return and continue their research for the time being.
"Now, team members can enter and leave the laboratory freely," Zhang wrote in a post on Weibo, a Chinese social media platform. He added that he is negotiating a plan to relocate the lab in a way that doesn't disrupt his team's work with the Shanghai Public Health Clinical Center, which hosts Zhang's lab.
Zhang and his team were suddenly told they had to leave their lab for renovations on Thursday, setting off the dispute, he said in an earlier post that was later deleted. On Sunday, Zhang began a sit-in protest outside his lab after he found he was locked out, a sign of continuing pressure on Chinese scientists conducting research on the coronavirus.

    


Zhang sat outside on flattened cardboard in drizzling rain, and members of his team unfurled a banner that read "Resume normal scientific research work," pictures posted online show. News of the protest spread widely on Chinese social media, putting pressure on local authorities.
In an online statement Monday, the Shanghai Public Health Clinical Center said that Zhang's lab was closed for "safety reasons" while being renovated. It added that it had provided Zhang's team an alternative laboratory space.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But Zhang responded the same day his team wasn't offered an alternative until after they were notified of their eviction, and the lab offered didn't meet safety standards for conducting their research, leaving his team in limbo.
Zhang's dispute with his host institution was the latest in a series of setbacks, demotions and ousters since the virologist published the sequence in January 2020 without state approval. 

    


Beijing has sought to control information related to the virus since it first emerged. An Associated Press investigation found that the government froze domestic and international efforts to trace it from the first weeks of the outbreak. These days, labs are closed, collaborations shattered, foreign scientists forced out and some Chinese researchers barred from leaving the country.




Zhang's ordeal started when he and his team decoded the virus on Jan. 5, 2020, and wrote an internal notice warning Chinese authorities of its potential to spread -- but did not make the sequence public. The next day, Zhang's lab was ordered to close temporarily by China's top health official, and Zhang came under pressure from the authorities.
Foreign scientists soon learned that Zhang and other Chinese scientists had deciphered the virus and called on China to release the sequence. Zhang published it on Jan. 11, 2020, despite a lack of permission from Chinese health officials.
Sequencing a virus is key to the development of test kits, disease control measures and vaccinations. The virus eventually spread to every corner of the world, triggering a pandemic that disrupted lives and commerce, prompted widespread lockdowns and killed millions of people.

    


Zhang was awarded prizes overseas in recognition for his work. But health officials removed him from a post at the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention and barred him from collaborating with some of his former partners, hindering his research.
Still, Zhang retains support from some in the government. Though some of Zhang's online posts were deleted, his sit-in protest was reported widely in China's state-controlled media, indicating divisions within the Chinese government on how to deal with Zhang and his team.
"Thank you to my online followers and people from all walks of life for your concern and strong support over the past few days!" Zhang wrote in his post Wednesday.
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                                        One child was killed and another injured when a bounce house was swept up by wind in Casa Grande, Arizona, in what local authorities called "a tragic accident."
Saturday's fatality occurred after a strong gust sent the inflatable toy house "airborne into the neighboring lot" with several children playing inside, according to a statement from the Pinal County Sheriff's Office.
A two-year-old was later pronounced dead at a local hospital. The second child was treated for non-life-threatening injuries. Authorities didn't publicly identify the victims.
Experts say unsafe wind conditions can trigger such accidents frequently, especially in the southwestern U.S. However, the sheriff's office said it was not aware of any similar events in Pinal County. 
Few states in the U.S. have explicit guidelines or regulations for setting up bounce houses, despite the weather-related risks.

    


One study of wind-related bounce house accidents found that most happened due to a few meteorological causes. Dust devils and distant thunderstorms are two common precursors.
Dust devils stem from a difference in heating that causes an updraft in one area and a downdraft in another, said Jeff Masters, founder of Weather Underground and now with Yale Climate Connections. 




"All you would need is a little bit of a wind gust from the side to cause that to spin, and it creates a vortex," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The result can be winds of 50 to 60 miles per hour. 
Cold fronts, or conditions after one, can cause falling temperatures, atmospheric pressure changes and gusty winds. 
"All it takes is a minute of wind to loft one of those things," Masters said of bounce houses. "And if you have your bounce house up, then you're at risk." ___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate solutions reporter. Follow her on X, formerly Twitter, @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
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