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Blinken Turns Up Pressure on Hamas to Accept Gaza Cease-Fire Deal



"The time is now," Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken declared, urging Hamas to accept the terms of a proposed truce. He also made clear that he expected more from Israel.




"We are determined to get a cease-fire that brings the hostages home and to get it now," said Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken, in Israel on Wednesday.




By Edward Wong, Adam Rasgon and Thomas Fuller


May 01, 2024


Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken delivered twin messages to Hamas and Israel on Wednesday, pressing Hamas to accept a cease-fire proposal while at the same time urging Israeli leaders to put off a major ground invasion into the thickly populated southern Gaza city of Rafah.



On the last day of a Middle East trip, his seventh visit to the region since the war began in October, Mr. Blinken tried to turn up the pressure on Hamas.



"We are determined to get a cease-fire that brings the hostages home and to get it now, and the only reason that that wouldn't be achieved is because of Hamas," Mr. Blinken said at the start of a meeting in Tel Aviv with Isaac Herzog, the president of Israel. "There is a proposal on the table, and as we've said: No delays, no excuses. The time is now."



The proposed agreement calls for the release of 33 hostages in the initial stage of a cease-fire, and would lead to the release of Palestinian prisoners being held in Israel.



Mr. Blinken's comments, which were made in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, were part of a concerted campaign by the Biden administration to secure a pause in a war that, Gazan officials say, has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians. The bloodshed has roiled American campuses and is seeping into domestic politics.




Posters of hostages in Tel Aviv. A proposed cease-fire deal calls for the release of 33 hostages held in Gaza and would lead to the release of Palestinian prisoners being held in Israel.




Mr. Blinken also made clear that he expected more from Israel.



Speaking to reporters on Wednesday night after a day of meetings with Israeli leaders, including nearly three hours with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Mr. Blinken said that the Israelis had not convinced him that they can prevent the humanitarian catastrophe that is feared should there be a ground invasion of Rafah.



"We cannot, will not, support a major military operation in Rafah absent an effective plan to make sure that civilians are not harmed -- and no, we've not seen such a plan," Mr. Blinken told reporters. "There are other ways, and in our judgment better ways, of dealing with the real, ongoing challenge of Hamas that does not involve, require, a major military operation."



Mr. Blinken's visit to the Middle East, which began on Monday, came as Israel is both softening some of its demands in negotiations over a cease-fire and digging in on its vow to move into Rafah "with or without a deal," as 
Mr. Netanyahu put it
 earlier this week.



In its latest proposal, Israel said it would ease  travel back to northern Gaza for Palestinian civilians uprooted by its assault, according to two Israeli officials. That is a sharp reversal on an issue that has been a sticking point in the talks.



For weeks, Israel had demanded that it be able to impose significant restrictions on Palestinians heading to the north, out of concern that Hamas, which set off the war with its deadly Oct. 7 attack on Israel, could take advantage of a large-scale return to restrengthen itself.




Mr. Blinken meeting with President Isaac Herzog of Israel in Tel Aviv, on Wednesday.




Now, Israel has consented to Palestinian civilians going back en masse during the first phase of an agreement, according to the officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share details of the proposal. 



One of the Israeli officials said those returning to the north would be subject to no inspections or limitations, while the second said there would be nearly no restrictions, without elaborating.



It was not clear whether Hamas would accept the Israeli proposal.



On Wednesday night, a spokesman for the group, Osama Hamdan, said in an interview on Lebanese television, "Our position on the current negotiating paper is negative." But the Hamas press office later clarified those comments. "The negative position does not mean negotiations have stopped," the press office said. "There is a back and forth issue." 



Hamas has long demanded that any deal include a permanent end to the war, which has forced most of Gaza's more than two million people to flee their homes. The Israeli offer, according to one of the Israeli officials, does not include language that explicitly discusses an end to the fighting.



Mr. Blinken discussed the hostage and cease-fire deal on the table in his meeting with Mr. Netanyahu in Jerusalem on Wednesday, according to a summary from the State Department. He also spoke about the U.S. government's "clear position" on Rafah, the summary said. With about a million civilians sheltering there, U.S. officials say that Israel should carry out targeted operations against Hamas leaders and fighters in the city.



Mr. Blinken also spoke with the leader of the opposition in the Israeli Parliament, 
Yair Lapid
. Afterward, Mr. Lapid said in a social media post that Mr. Netanyahu had "no political excuse" not to make a deal to declare a cease-fire and free the hostages. "Every hour is critical," he said.




Mr. Blinken with Defense Minister Yoav Gallant of Israel to his left, at the Kerem Shalom border crossing in Israel on Wednesday.




Increasing the flow of humanitarian aid to civilians in Gaza has been a recurrent theme during Mr. Blinken's stops in Israel and, a day earlier, in Jordan.



On Tuesday evening, he visited a warehouse in Jordan where trucks were being loaded with food and medical aid to go to the newly opened Erez crossing into northern Gaza. "This is real and important progress," Mr. Blinken said, "but more still needs to be done."



The following day, some 30 trucks with goods from Jordan rolled through the crossing. The opening was promised weeks ago, but the Israeli military said it had needed to build inspection facilities and pave roads on both sides of the border before the crossing could be used by aid trucks.



On Wednesday, Mr. Blinken also visited an inspection checkpoint at Kerem Shalom, a southern border crossing between Israel and Gaza. Flatbed trucks with bags of food aid bound for Gaza -- onions, rice and cooking oil -- were awaiting inspection. Yoav Gallant, Israel's defense minister, walked around with Mr. Blinken.



Before touring the checkpoint, Mr. Blinken visited an Israel kibbutz that was one of the sites attacked by Hamas and its allies on Oct. 7. At Kibbutz Nir Oz, he entered a burned-out home where a family of five, all American citizens, had been killed.



Across the border on Wednesday, Israeli airstrikes continued. The Gaza Health Ministry said Wednesday that the bodies of 33 people killed in strikes had been brought to local hospitals over the past 24 hours.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/01/world/middleeast/blinken-hamas-israel-gaza-cease-fire.html
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Fed Holds Rates Steady, Noting Lack of Progress on Inflation



The Federal Reserve left interest rates unchanged for a sixth straight meeting and suggested that rates would stay high for longer.



By Jeanna Smialek


May 01, 2024


Federal Reserve officials left interest rates unchanged and signaled that they were wary about how stubborn inflation was proving, paving the way for a longer period of high borrowing costs.



The Fed held rates steady at 5.3 percent on Wednesday, leaving them at a more than two-decade high, where they have been set since July. Central bankers reiterated that they needed "greater confidence" that inflation was coming down before reducing them.



"Readings on inflation have come in above expectations," Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, said at a news conference after the release of the central bank's rate decision.



The Fed stands at a complicated economic juncture. After months of rapid cooling, inflation has proved surprisingly sticky in early 2024. The Fed's preferred inflation index has made 
little progress
 since December, and although it is down sharply from its 7.1 percent high in 2022, its current 2.7 percent is still well above the Fed's 2 percent goal. That calls into question how soon and how much officials will be able to lower interest rates.



"What we've said is that we need to be more confident" that inflation is coming down sufficiently and sustainably before cutting rates, Mr. Powell said. "It appears that it's going to take longer for us to reach that point of confidence."



The Fed raised interest rates quickly between early 2022 and the summer of 2023, hoping to slow the economy by tamping down demand, which would in turn help to wrestle inflation under control. Higher Fed rates trickle through financial markets to push up mortgage, credit card and business loan rates, which can cool both consumption and company expansions over time.



But Fed policymakers stopped raising rates last year because inflation had begun to come down and the economy appeared to be cooling, making them confident that they had done enough. As recently as March, they had expected to make three interest rate cuts in 2024. Now, though, inflation's recent staying power has made that look less likely.



Many economists have begun to push back their expectations for when rate reductions will begin, and investors now expect only one or two this year. Odds that the Fed will not cut rates at all this year have increased notably over the past month.



Mr. Powell made it clear on Wednesday that officials still thought that their next policy move was likely to be a rate cut and said that a rate increase was "unlikely." But he demurred when asked whether three reductions were likely in 2024.



He laid out pathways in which the Fed would -- or would not -- cut rates. He said that if inflation came down or the labor market weakened, borrowing costs could come down.



On the other hand, "if we did have a path where inflation proves more persistent than expected, and where the labor market remains strong, but inflation is moving sideways and we're not gaining greater confidence, well, that could be a case in which it could be appropriate to hold off on rate cuts," Mr. Powell said.



Investors responded favorably to Mr. Powell's news conference, likely because he suggested that the bar for raising rates was high and that rates could come down in multiple scenarios. Stocks rose and bond yields fell as Mr. Powell spoke.



"The big surprise was how reluctant Powell was to talk about rate hikes," said Michael Feroli, chief U.S. economist at J.P. Morgan. "He really seemed to say that the options are cutting or not cutting."



Still, a longer period of high Fed rates will be felt from Wall Street to Main Street. Key stock indexes fell in April as investors came around to the idea that borrowing costs could remain high for longer, and mortgage rates have crept back above 7 percent, making home buying pricier for many want-to-be owners.



Fed officials are planning to keep rates high for a reason: They want to be sure to stamp out inflation fully to prevent quickly rising prices from becoming a more permanent part of America's economy.



Policymakers are closely watching how inflation data shape up as they try to figure out their next steps. Economists still expect that price increases will start to slow down again in the months to come, in particular as rent increases fade from key price measures.



"My expectation is that we will, over the course of this year, see inflation move back down," Mr. Powell said on Wednesday. But he added that "my confidence in that is lower than it was because of the data that we've seen."



As the Fed tries to assess the outlook, officials are likely to also keep an eye on momentum in the broader economy. Economists generally think that when the economy is hot -- when companies are hiring a lot, consumers are spending and growth is rapid -- prices tend to increase more quickly. 



Growth and hiring have not slowed down as much as one might have expected given today's high interest rates. A key measure of wages climbed 
more rapidly
 than expected this week, and economists are now closely watching a jobs report scheduled for release on Friday for any hint that hiring remains robust.



But so far, policymakers have generally been comfortable with the economy's resilience.



That is partly because growth has been driven by improving economic supply: Employers have been hiring as the labor pool grows, for instance, in part because immigration has been rapid.



Beyond that, there are hints that the economy is beginning to cool around the edges. Overall economic 
growth slowed
 in the first quarter, though that pullback came from big shifts in business inventories and international trade, which often swing wildly from one quarter to the next. Small-business 
confidence is low
. Job openings have come down substantially.



Mr. Powell said Wednesday that he thought higher borrowing costs were weighing on the economy.



"We believe that our policy stance is in a good place and is appropriate to the current situation -- we believe it's restrictive," Mr. Powell said.



As the Fed waits to make interest rate cuts, some economists have begun to warn that the central bank's adjustments could collide with the political calendar.



Donald J. Trump, the former president and presumptive Republican nominee, 
has already suggested
 that interest rate cuts this year would be a political move meant to help President Biden's re-election bid by pumping up the economy. Some economists think that cutting in the weeks leading up to the election -- either in September or November -- could put the Fed in an uncomfortable position, drawing further ire and potentially making the institution look political.



The Fed is independent of the White House, and its officials have repeatedly said that they will not take politics into account when setting interest rates, but will rather be guided by the data.



Mr. Powell reiterated on Wednesday that the Fed did not and would not take into account political considerations in timing its rate moves.



"If you go down that road, where do you stop? So we're not on that road," Mr. Powell said. "It just isn't part of our thinking."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/01/business/economy/fed-interest-rates-inflation.html
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Arizona Lawmakers Repeal 1864 Abortion Ban



Two Republican state senators broke with their party to ensure final passage of the repeal. Gov. Katie Hobbs, a Democrat, is expected to sign it.




Spectators filled the gallery in the Arizona House chamber last week. The State Senate on Wednesday was poised to repeal the 1864 ban.




By Jack Healy and Elizabeth Dias


May 01, 2024


Arizona lawmakers voted on Wednesday to repeal an abortion ban that first became law when Abraham Lincoln was president and a half-century before women won the right to vote.



A bill to repeal the law passed, 16-14, in the Republican-controlled State Senate with the support of every Democratic senator and two Republicans who broke with anti-abortion conservatives in their own party. It now goes to Gov. Katie Hobbs, a Democrat, who is expected to sign it.



The vote was the culmination of a fevered effort to repeal the law that has made abortion a central focus of Arizona's politics.



The issue has galvanized Democratic voters and energized a campaign to put an abortion-rights ballot measure before Arizona voters in November. On the right, it created a rift between anti-abortion activists who want to keep the law in place and Republican politicians who worry about the political backlash that could be prompted by support of a near-total abortion ban with no exceptions for rape or incest.



The 1864 law had gathered dust on the books for decades. But it exploded into an election-year flashpoint three weeks ago when a 4-2 decision by the State Supreme Court, whose justices are all Republican-appointed, said the ban could now be enforced because of the overturning of Roe v. Wade.



Two Republican state senators, T.J. Shope and Shawnna Bolick, joined with Democrats on Wednesday to force that repeal bill to a vote over furious attempts by far-right Republicans to block it.



Before casting her pivotal vote, Ms. Bolick stood up and began a long, deeply personal speech describing her own three challenging pregnancies, including one that ended with an abortion procedure in her first trimester because the fetus was not viable.



"Would Arizona's pre-Roe law have allowed me to have this medical procedure even though my life wasn't in danger?" she asked.



But Ms. Bolick also railed against Planned Parenthood and Democratic support for abortion rights. She argued that her vote to repeal the 1864 ban could be Arizona's best shot at curbing the momentum behind a proposed ballot measure to enshrine abortion protections in the state constitution.



"We should be pushing for the maximum protection for unborn children that can be sustained," she said. "I side with saving more babies' lives."



As she spoke, abortion opponents watching from the public gallery erupted with angry shouts: "Come on!" "This is a disgrace!" "One day you will face a just and holy God!"



Several anti-abortion Republican lawmakers responded to the vote with fiery speeches. They equated abortions to Naziism and compared the repeal vote with the Sept. 11 attacks. They read graphic descriptions of later-term abortions. They quoted the Bible and made direct appeals to God from the Senate floor.



Some saw the repeal not simply as a rejection of anti-abortion principles, but an explicit rejection of Christianity.



Two choked up. Senator J.D. Mesnard, who represents a suburban swing district, held up his phone and played a sonogram recording of his daughter's heartbeat.



"If I vote yes, these will be fewer, these heart beatings," he said.



State Senator Anthony Kern, a Republican who was also among Arizona's fake electors indicted last week in an election-conspiracy case, said the Senate was betraying its opposition to abortion, and predicted that the vote would pave the way for acceptance of pedophilia.



"This is innocent blood," he said. "Why can't we show the nation we are pro-life? We will have the blessing of God over this state if we do that. Our only hope is Jesus Christ."



Democrats, for their part, mostly stayed silent or made brief statements supporting repeal.



"We're here to repeal a bad law," said State Senator Eva Burch, who had an abortion this spring to end a nonviable pregnancy -- an experience she 
described
 in an emotional floor speech.



Legislators had tried twice to force a repeal bill to a vote in the Republican-controlled state Legislature, only to be blocked by conservative lawmakers. In tense scenes inside the State Capitol, Democratic lawmakers shouted "Shame!" at Republicans, and anti-abortion activists filled the chambers with prayers to uphold the law.



Then last week, three Republican members of the House joined with every Democrat in the chamber and voted to repeal the 1864 ban, sending it to the Senate for final approval.



Before the vote on Wednesday, anti-abortion activists gathered outside the Capitol in a last-ditch effort to urge lawmakers to reconsider. They prayed under a tree, read scripture over a loudspeaker and argued with abortion rights supporters.



Amirrah Coronado, 17, took the morning off from her high school classes, put on a light pink T-shirt and drove to the Capitol with her mother and siblings to support the repeal effort. As she walked toward the sun-splashed plaza, a woman yelled at her, "Abortion is murder!"



"I know how to speak," Ms. Coronado said as an anti-abortion activist made a case that Arizona needed stricter abortion laws. "This law -- it's from when slavery was here."



In another corner of the plaza, Marisol Olivia Valenzuela faced off with a cluster of anti-abortion demonstrators from Apologia Church, a Phoenix congregation that supports so-called 
"abortion abolition"
 that would criminalize abortion from conception as homicide.



"It's murder," Charlie Casteel, 16, told Ms. Olivia Valenzuela. She was not having it.



"You're standing here as a male, but you will never have to make that decision," she said. "I am totally pro-life, but why can't we meet in the middle? Government shouldn't govern our bodies. Government has nothing to do with this."



After the Senate vote, Representative Nancy Gutierrez, a Democrat and the House minority whip, said she was excited that they "finally" got the bill to the governor's desk. "It will absolutely save lives," she said. "However, we are not finished. We still have an initiative to get on the November ballot that will codify abortion access in our Arizona Constitution." 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/01/us/arizona-senate-house-abortion-ruling.html
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Paul Auster, the Patron Saint of Literary Brooklyn, Dies at 77



With critically lauded works like "The New York Trilogy," the charismatic author drew inspiration from his adopted borough and won worldwide acclaim.








By Alex Williams


May 01, 2024


Paul Auster, the prolific novelist, memoirist and screenwriter who rose to fame in the 1980s with his postmodern reanimation of the noir novel and who endured to become one of the signature New York writers of his generation, died on Tuesday evening at his home in Brooklyn. He was 77.



His death, from complications of lung cancer, was confirmed by his wife, the writer Siri Hustvedt.



With his hooded eyes, soulful air and leading-man looks, Mr. Auster was often described as a "literary superstar" in news accounts. The Times Literary Supplement of Britain once called him "one of America's most spectacularly inventive writers."



Though a New Jersey native, he became indelibly linked with the rhythms of his adopted city, which was a character of sorts in much of his work -- particularly Brooklyn, where he settled in 1980 amid the oak-lined streets of brownstones in the Park Slope neighborhood.



As his reputation grew, Mr. Auster came to be seen as a guardian of Brooklyn's rich literary past, as well as an inspiration to a new generation of novelists who flocked to the borough in the 1990s and later.



"Paul Auster was 
the
 Brooklyn novelist back in the '80s and '90s, when I was growing up there, at a time when very few famous writers lived in the borough," the author and poet 
Meghan O'Rourke
, who was raised in nearby Prospect Heights, wrote in an email. "His books were on all my parents' friends' shelves. As teenagers, my friends and I read Auster's work avidly for both its strangeness -- that touch of European surrealism -- and its closeness.



"Long before 'Brooklyn' became a place where every novelist seemed to live, from Colson Whitehead to Jhumpa Lahiri," she added, "Auster made being a writer seem like something real, something a person actually did."



His reputation was 
anything but local
, however. He took home several literary prizes in France alone. Like Woody Allen and 
Mickey Rourke
, Mr. Auster, who had lived in Paris as a young man, became one of those rare American imports to be embraced by the French as a native son.



"The first thing you hear as you approach an Auster reading, anywhere in the world, is 
French
," New York magazine observed in 2007. "Merely a best-selling author in these parts, Auster is a rock star in Paris."




Mr. Auster received the Grand Vermeil medal from Bertrand Delanoe, the mayor of Paris, in a ceremony in 2010. Mr. Auster's work was particularly revered in France. 




In Britain, his 2017 novel, "4321," which examined four parallel versions of the early life of its protagonist -- as Mr. Auster was, a Jewish boy born in Newark in 1947 -- was shortlisted for the 
Man Booker Prize
.



His career began to take flight in 1982, with his memoir 
"The Invention of Solitude,"
 a haunting rumination on his distant relationship with his recently deceased father. His first novel, 
"City of Glass,"
 was rejected by 17 publishers before it was published by a small press in California in 1985.



The book became the first installment in his most celebrated work, 
"The New York Trilogy,"
 three novels later packaged in a single volume. It was listed as one of the 25 most significant 
New York City novels
 of the last 100 years in a roundup in T, the style magazine published by The New York Times.



"City of Glass" is the story of a mystery writer who is reeling from personal loss -- an ever-present theme in Mr. Auster's work -- and who, through a wrong number, is mistaken for a private detective named, yes, Paul Auster. The writer begins to take on the detective's identity, losing himself in a real-life sleuthing job of his own while descending into madness.



In some ways the book was a classic shamus tale. But Mr. Auster chafed at being limited by genre. "You could also say 'Crime and Punishment' is a detective story, I suppose," he said in his 2017 book, 
"A Life in Words,"
 a self-analysis of his own work.



With its fractured narrative, unreliable narrator and deconstruction of identity, his approach at times seemed primed for analysis in college courses on literary theory.




Mr. Auster in 2013. "He seemed to view life itself as fiction, in which one's self evolves exactly the way a writer creates a character," a literary editor said.




'Beautiful, True and Good'



"Auster played brilliantly throughout his career in the game of literary postmodernism, but with a simplicity of language that could have come out of a detective novel," Will Blythe, the author and former literary editor of Esquire, said in an email. "He seemed to view life itself as fiction, in which one's self evolves exactly the way a writer creates a character."



As Mr. Auster put it in "A Life in Words," "most writers are perfectly satisfied with traditional literary models and happy to produce works they feel are beautiful and true and good."



He added: "I've always wanted to write what to me is beautiful, true, and good, but I'm also interested in inventing new ways to tell stories. I wanted to turn everything inside out."



While to some critics such experimentalism brought to mind the deconstructionist approach of 
Jacques Derrida
, Mr. Auster often described himself as a throwback who preferred Emily Bronte over the French philosopher Jean Baudrillard, as he said in a 2009 interview with the British newspaper The Independent.



He eschewed computers, often writing by fountain pen in his beloved notebooks.



"Keyboards have always 
intimidated me
," he told The Paris Review in 2003.



"A pen is a much more primitive instrument," he said. "You feel that the words are coming out of your body, and then you dig the words into the page. Writing has always had that tactile quality for me. It's a physical experience."



He would then turn to his vintage Olympia typewriter to type his handwritten manuscripts. He immortalized the trusty machine in a 2002 book, 
"The Story of My Typewriter,"
 with illustrations by the painter 
Sam Messer
.



Such antiquarian methods did nothing to slow Mr. Auster's 
breathless output.
 Writing six hours a day, often seven days a week, he pumped out a new book nearly annually for years. He ultimately published 34 books, including 18 novels and several acclaimed memoirs and assorted autobiographical works, along with plays, screenplays and collections of stories, essays and poems.



His novels include critically acclaimed works like 
"Moon Palace"
 (1989), about the odyssey of an orphan college student who receives a bequest of thousands of books; 
"Leviathan"
 (1992), about a writer investigating the death of a friend who had blown himself up while building a bomb; and 
"The Book of Illusions"
 (2002), about a biographer exploring the mysterious disappearance of his subject, a silent-screen star.



Among his memoirs are 
"Hand to Mouth"
 (1997), about his early struggles as a writer, and 
"Winter Journal"
 (2012), which, while written in the second person, examined the frailties of his aging body.



By the 1990s, Mr. Auster had set his sights on Hollywood. He wrote several screenplays, some of which he directed.




William Hurt, left, and Harvey Keitel in a scene from "Smoke" (1995), one of several movies for which Mr. Auster wrote the screenplay. It takes place in Brooklyn. 




"Smoke"
 (1995), directed by Wayne Wang from a screenplay by Mr. Auster, was based on a Christmas story by the author published in The Times. It drew deeply from his life in Park Slope, where he shared a 
brick townhouse
 with Ms. 
Hustvedt
.



The film, heavy with philosophical musings, stars Harvey Keitel as Auggie, the proprietor of a Park Slope tobacco shop that is a locus for a colorful assortment of neighborhood dreamers and eccentrics. One is Paul Benjamin (Mr. Auster's early pen name; Benjamin was his middle name), a cerebral, cigarette-puffing writer (
William Hurt
) whose life is saved when a young man (Harold Perrineau) pulls him from the path of a truck.



The same year, Mr. Auster, with Mr. Wang, directed a loose-limbed comedic follow-up, "
Blue in the Face,"
 sprinkled with cameos by a host of stars, including 
Lou Reed
 musing on cigarettes, Long Island and the Brooklyn Dodgers and 
Madonna
 delivering a saucy singing telegram.




Mr. Auster on the set of the 1998 film "Lulu on the Bridge," which he wrote and directed. 




Mr. Auster would go on to write and direct 
"Lulu on the Bridge"
 (1998), about a jazz saxophonist (Mr. Keitel) whose life takes a turn when he's hit by a stray bullet at a New York club; and 
"The Inner Life of Martin Frost"
 (2007), about an author (David Thewlis) who retreats to a friend's country house for solitude, only to become entranced by a young woman there (Irene Jacob).



In some ways, his detour into film was the culmination of a dream he had as a youth. In his early 20s, Mr. Auster had considered going to 
film school
 in Paris, as he told the director Wim Wenders in 2017 in Interview magazine.



"The reason I didn't pursue it was, fundamentally, that I was so grotesquely shy at that point in my life," he said. "I had such difficulty speaking in front of a group of more than two or three people that I thought, "How can I direct a film if I can't talk in front of others?"



Son of a Landlord



Paul Benjamin Auster was born on Feb. 3, 1947, in Newark, the elder of two children of Samuel and Queenie (Bogat) Auster. His father was a landlord who owned buildings in Jersey City with his brothers.



Paul grew up in South Orange, N.J., and later nearby Maplewood, but his home was not a happy one, he wrote. His parents' marriage was strained, and his relationship with his father remote. "It was not that I felt he disliked me," Mr. Auster wrote in "The Invention of Solitude." "It was just that he seemed distracted, unable to look in my direction."



He took refuge in baseball, a lifelong passion, as well as books. "When I was 
9 or 10
," he told The Times in 2017, "my grandmother gave me a six-volume collection of books by Robert Louis Stevenson, which inspired me to start writing stories that began with scintillating sentences like this one: 'In the year of our Lord 1751, I found myself staggering around blindly in a raging snowstorm, trying to make my way back to my ancestral home.'"



After graduating from Columbia High School in Maplewood, he enrolled in 
Columbia University
, where he participated in the student uprising of 1968 and met his first wife, the writer Lydia Davis, who was a student at Barnard.




Mr. Auster in 1987 as his writing career was beginning to blossom. 




After receiving a bachelor's degree in comparative literature in 1969, followed by a master's in the same subject, he did a stint working on an oil tanker before moving to Paris. There he scraped together rent money by translating French literature while starting to publish his own work in literary journals.



He published his first book, a collection of translations called "A Little Anthology of Surrealist Poems," in 1972. In 1974, he returned to New York City and married Ms. Davis. He was soon trying such ventures as marketing a baseball card game he had invented before his writing career began to blossom in the 1980s.



Along with success over the years came critical barbs. James Wood of The New Yorker used a 2009 review of Mr. Auster's book "Invisible" to 
parody
 the tough-guy talk, violent accidents and "B-movie atmosphere" that Mr. Wood perceived in Auster novels. "Although there are things to admire in Auster's fiction," he concluded, "the prose is never one of them."



In 2017, Vulture published a 
tart appraisal
 of his work with the headline "What happened to Paul Auster? A decade ago he was a Nobel candidate." Dismissing his novel as fodder for college-age neophytes, Christian Lorentzen, the article's author, described Mr. Auster's work as a "
gateway drug
 to stronger stuff -- Beckett, DeLillo, Auster's own ex-wife Lydia Davis."



By that point, Mr. Auster had largely stopped reading reviews, arguing that even the positive reviews often miss the point. "No good can come of it," he told The Independent. "I spare my fragile soul."



For a writer whose work was filled with themes of pain and loss, far greater pain would come his way.



In the spring of 2022, his son Daniel Auster, 44, died following a 
drug overdose
 11 days after being charged in the death of his 10-month-old daughter, Ruby. In a deposition, Daniel said he had shot heroin before taking a nap with his daughter and, on waking up, found her dead from what was determined to be acute intoxication of heroin and fentanyl.



His father issued no comment on the death.



In addition to his wife, Mr. Auster is survived by his daughter, Sophie Auster; his sister, Janet Auster, and a grandson, Miles.



Mr. Auster remained prolific, publishing several books in recent years, including 
"Burning Boy: The Life and Work of Stephen Crane"
 (2021) and 
"Bloodbath Nation"
 (2023), a meditation on American gun violence. His final novel, 
"Baumgartner,"
 came out last year.




Mr. Auster's final novel, published in 2023. 




As the novelist 
Fiona Maazel noted
 in The New York Times Book Review, "Baumgartner" is replete with many classic Auster touches that bring to mind his earlier works: The earnest, bookish male protagonist, the narrative instabilities. But it is also a novel that reflects the inner struggles of an author in his later years dealing with age and grief.



"At its heart, 'Baumgartner' is about warring states of mind," Ms. Maazel wrote. "Our hero is a philosophy professor (for clarity I'll call him Sy, as his friends do) who lost his wife nearly 10 years ago in a freak accident and has been caught between hanging on and letting go -- or even pushing away -- ever since."



Despite his long and productive career, Mr. Auster at times expressed irritation that much of his career had been assessed in relation to "The New York Trilogy," his breakout work.



"There's a tendency among journalists to regard the work that puts you in the public eye for the first time as your best work," he said in "A Life in Words." "Take Lou Reed. He can't stand 'Walk on the Wild Side.' This song is so famous, it followed him around all his life."



"Even so," he added, "I don't think in terms of 'best' or 'worst.' Making art isn't like competing in the Olympics, after all."



Orlando Mayorquin
 contributed reporting.
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Inside a Navy Submarine Navigating the Arctic



A Times photojournalist embarked on a nuclear-powered attack sub to see how the Pentagon is training for a potential war below the frozen sea.



Photographs and Text by Kenny Holston


Apr 30, 2024


U.S. Navy sailors aboard nuclear-powered submarines have long trained in the Arctic, learning to hunt their Russian counterparts in case of war. But America's sub force is sharpening its combat skills at the edge of the world as Russia expands military operations there.



One day in March, the black metal sail of a 360-foot attack sub armed with Tomahawk cruise missiles and torpedoes punched through the dense ice of the Beaufort Sea during Operation Ice Camp.



For many of the 152 sailors on board the U.S.S. Hampton, it is their first patrol.



In the sub's nerve center, where sailors navigate the boat and stand watch over sonar, radio and weapons consoles, Master Chief Petty Officer Jacob Green mentors the junior officers and crew members as they carry out their duties.



Everyone calls him "Cob" -- for chief of the boat.




Master Chief Petty Officer Jacob Green, the Hampton's chief of the boat, supervising two helmsmen in delicately steering and diving the sub under the ice.




Operating a sub in the Arctic is especially challenging. First, navigation. In some areas, shallow waters force the crew to thread a narrow path between twin threats: the ice above and the ocean floor below.



Ice keels -- huge chunks of overturned sea ice pointing downward -- are also a hazard here. This was the case when Cmdr. Mike Brown and his crew aboard the Hampton transited through the Bering Strait.



"We operated the boat 20 feet off the bottom with 40, 60 feet of ice above us and we were able to dodge the ice keels," Commander Brown said.



Second, water condensation that comes from the freezing ocean waters against the boat's hull creates the risk of small electrical fires on the submarine.



Since a loss of propulsion could mean getting stuck under the ice, keeping the sub's small nuclear power plant in top form becomes a matter of life or death.



As on any sub, space is at a premium.



Beds often have to be shared as the sailors work in shifts (rotating bunks is called "hot racking"). Cooks frequently bake fresh bread so they don't have to store premade loaves (the supply officer is called "Chop," like pork chop). Menus must be meticulously planned for the duration of the underwater mission. In emergencies, surgeries can be performed on the wardroom table.



The small dining areas for officers and sailors are among the few places where the crew can unwind together and study the minutiae of submarine operations for hours on end.




Officers play cribbage in the Hampton's wardroom to pass the time.





Photos displaying Cmdr. Mike Brown's military lineage hang in the captain's quarters.




Crew members play the strategy card game cribbage to pass time, and so, they say, as not to let time pass them.



But time does pass, and all of the sailors will miss milestones in the lives of their families and friends. When they do finally return home, they will be unable to talk in detail about their efforts at sea because most of what they do is classified. 



Some sailors spend their downtime on smartphones, reading old messages or watching TV shows and movies downloaded before the patrol. "Day 31 is sometimes the lowest morale day while underway," said Capt. Mickaila Johnston, an undersea medical officer. "App downloads expire: Spotify, Netflix, etc."



Being "underway" on a sub, the sailors say, is like working in a small office space with no windows, no way to leave, no Wi-Fi and zero cell service. Crucial military decisions are made entirely on the boat, with no outside communication.



The layout of the boat resembles an elongated maze of extremely dark passageways no wider than the aisle on a school bus. Sailors must turn parallel when walking past each other. The companionways between two primary decks are so narrow that only one person at a time can use them. Nothing and no one is ever far away.



Commander Brown leads an all-male crew. A ban on women serving in the submarine force 
ended only in 2010
, and many female officers are rising through the ranks aboard subs like his. None are yet senior enough to command a submarine.



On this particular day the Hampton has risen from the depths for Ice Camp -- a three-week mission testing the crew's ability to fight in one of the most unforgiving places on Earth.




Specialists working to locate a spot for the Hampton to surface on a large ice floe.





Two Navy attack submarines, the Hampton, right, and the Indiana, broach the ice in the frozen Beaufort Sea.




Several miles away other service members and researchers have built Camp Whale, a clutch of winterized tents and a small command center on a large ice floe that itself moves about a half mile an hour on the frozen ocean.



Life there is rugged. No showers. No running water. The outside air dips to 40 degrees below zero. Above, the northern lights sometimes shimmer after sunset.



Teams are flown by helicopter back and forth between the subs and the camp when physical contact with the subs is necessary.



"The goal here is twofold," Commander Brown said in an interview. "It's geopolitical. It's also just building the proficiency of being able to operate under the ice. I have a crew full of sailors that by and large have never been here, have never been under the ice. And so one of my primary focuses is to train the next generation of sailors."



U.S. Navy submarines run classified missions around the world every single day. Attack boats like the Hampton might collect intelligence on enemy warships or eavesdrop on unfriendly governments, while much larger ballistic missile submarines stay submerged for 90 days at a time, carrying enough nuclear warheads to destroy entire countries.



Before long, it is time to break through the unforgiving Arctic ice again.



As the crew concludes its mission in the Beaufort Sea, the sub heads north before surfacing at the North Pole.



These submariners will then press on, continuing their voyage under the icy sea in silence.




On the Hampton, the crew contends with Arctic operations and daily life.




John Ismay
 contributed reporting from Washington.
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United Methodist Church Reverses Ban on Practicing Gay Clergy



In a meeting on Wednesday, church leaders also voted to allow L.G.B.T.Q. weddings.




Andy Oliver, a pastor in St. Petersburg, Fla., reacted to the vote by United Methodist Church delegates to repeal its ban on gay clergy.




By Ruth Graham


May 01, 2024


The United Methodist Church removed on Wednesday its longstanding ban on ordaining gay clergy, formalizing a shift in policy that had already begun in practice and that had prompted the departure of a quarter of its U.S. congregations in recent years.



The overturning of the 40-year-old ban on "self-avowed practicing homosexuals" passed overwhelmingly and without debate in a package of measures that had already received strong support at the committee level.



Delegates, meeting in Charlotte, N.C., also voted to bar local leaders from penalizing clergy or churches for holding, or declining to hold, same-sex weddings. Further votes affirming L.G.B.T.Q. inclusion in the church are expected before the meeting adjourns on Friday.



"We've always been a big-tent church where all of God's beloved were fully welcome," said Bishop Tracy Smith Malone, the new president of the denomination's Council of Bishops and the first Black woman to serve in that role. She called the vote "a celebration of God breaking down walls."



She described the atmosphere in the room as a "Pentecost moment," in which the presence of the Holy Spirit was palpable.



Last week, the conference approved the first phrase of a "regionalization" plan that would restructure the global denomination to give different regions autonomy on adapting rules on issues including sexuality. The move is seen as a way to defuse tensions between the increasingly progressive American church and more conservative factions internationally.



Though the end of the ban on gay clergy applies to the global church, regionalization means that in practice it may primarily affect churches in the United States.



The United Methodist Church is the second-largest Protestant denomination in the nation; the Southern Baptist Convention is the biggest. There were 5.4 million Methodists in the United States in 2022, a steep decline from just a few years earlier, and a number that is expected to drop again once last year's accelerated departures are counted.



Delegates also voted this week to end a ban on using United Methodist funds to "promote acceptance of homosexuality," a change particularly welcomed by those in ministries working with L.G.B.T.Q. people.



"The energy that's gone into preparing for and trying to get to this moment can now be refocused," said Jan Lawrence, the executive director of Reconciling Ministries Network, a group that advocates for full inclusion in the church. "We have a huge opportunity in front of us." Ms. Lawrence noted that not only were all the group's goals for the meetings likely to be achieved, but they were doing so in at atmosphere that was notably agreeable, even joyful.



Wednesday's vote follows years of turmoil in the denomination over sexuality, an issue that has prompted tumultuous debates and schisms in other Christian traditions and institutions.



Conservatives in the Episcopal Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, for example, have formed breakaway denominations in reaction to the acceptance of gay clergy. Catholic Church doctrine forbids same-sex relationships, but Pope Francis has alarmed some traditionalists by 
allowing priests
 to bless same-sex couples.



At their most recent meeting in 2019, Methodists 
voted to tighten an existing ban
 on same-sex marriages and gay and lesbian clergy.



Since that contentious vote, however, the denomination's makeup has changed, in large part because of conservative congregations departing in anticipation of the loosening of strictures around homosexuality that are becoming official this week.



Conservatives were given an exit ramp when Methodist leaders opened a window in 2019 for congregations to leave over "reasons of conscience," in most cases allowing them to keep their property and assets if they received approval to depart by the end of last year. Many conservative congregations accepted the offer, prompting an extraordinary decline for the geographically and culturally diverse denomination.



In Texas, for example, a historic stronghold, more than 40 percent of United Methodist congregations left the denomination. Some joined the breakaway conservative Global Methodist Church, while others have remained independent.



Many conservatives had been disturbed by what they saw as the church's failure to enforce its bans on gay clergy and same-sex weddings. Some leaders in more progressive regions had begun defying the restrictions, and the church now has a number of openly gay clergy and two gay bishops.



"This is certainly the lightning rod issue, the presenting issue, but our division goes so much deeper," said Rob Renfroe, the president of Good News, a traditionalist caucus within the United Methodist Church. He described sexuality as a proxy issue for larger debates in the church about the authority of the Bible, the reality of sin and beliefs about salvation.



Mr. Renfroe is attending the meeting in Charlotte but says that given the outcome, he will leave the denomination within the next month. He cautioned that many denominations that have moved in the direction that Methodists have taken this week have seen their numbers dramatically decline.



"As the church becomes more and more liberal, and if a social agenda becomes its driving force, that's not going to grow the church," he said.



For others, the vote was a moment of deep optimism. Chet Jechura, the pastor of Good Shepherd UMC in Baltimore, wept as he watched the vote at home via livestream. Almost exactly five years ago, when the denomination 
tightened enforcement of its ban
 against gay clergy, he had 
broken into sobs
 while he was serving communion. Now he will be ordained in just a few weeks.



"Today I am weeping tears of joy -- and profound existential relief," he said. "It's a privilege to be ordained into this renewal movement at such an historic moment."



On the floor of the meeting after the vote on Wednesday morning, the mood was equally jubilant.



Some delegates and observers gathered in a circle to sing a Methodist song that has become a refrain for many L.G.T.B.Q. Christians. "Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still," they sang. "Let this be our song: No one stands alone."



Elizabeth Dias
 contributed reporting.
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Frustration and accusations follow a violent night at U.C.L.A.



Administrators said in an email on Wednesday that all classes were canceled and that police officers would remain stationed throughout campus.




The pro-Palestinian encampment at U.C.L.A. on Wednesday.




By Jill Cowan, Jonathan Wolfe and Ben Shpigel


May 01, 2024


Students, local officials and other community members were stunned and baffled on Wednesday in the aftermath of violence that erupted on Tuesday night at a pro-Palestinian encampment on the campus of the University of California, Los Angeles.



Student demonstrators who were at the encampment, which has been a mostly peaceful -- if tense -- hub of protest since it arose on Thursday, described an attack on the encampment by a large group of counterprotesters on Tuesday night. The group of counterprotesters, including many who did not appear to be students, called students "terrorists" and a racial slur; launched fireworks, stink bombs and metal into the encampment; and sprayed students with pepper spray, according to the demonstrators.



"We were all just very scared," said Marie Salem, 28, a graduate student studying public health who was at the camp overnight. Her voice was hoarse as she spoke.



Local news footage
 and social media images showed scenes of chaos: The clashing groups threw punches and wrestled each other to the ground. Counterprotesters ripped down wooden barricades and yelled at people in the encampment to take off their masks and show their faces, using expletives. Lines of law enforcement officers appeared to stand by without intervening in the fights.



Student demonstrators said they felt abandoned by the university, where officials had previously made a point of saying that their top priority was keeping the campus safe.



The counterprotesters were "absolutely terrorizing us" for hours, Ms. Salem said, adding that without police help they were "left to defend ourselves."



Administrators announced on Wednesday morning that classes would be canceled for the day, and that police officers would remain stationed throughout campus. They urged students and faculty members to avoid the quad that was occupied by a pro-Palestinian encampment, where the detritus from a night of chaos -- trash, broken pieces of wood, trampled clothing -- speckled the ground.



As the campus awoke early Wednesday, students and other curious onlookers leaned against the barricades at the encampment, silently taking videos or snapping photos. A police helicopter continued to hover overhead, and a large Palestinian flag at the center of the camp swayed in the wind.



"The general response from the student body is just frustration," said Aidan Woodruff, 19, a first-year cello performance major, who learned that classes were canceled when he arrived on campus. "Blocking access to classes, not being able to get to where they need to go. There are definitely students who feel strongly about the causes, but a big part of it is people coming in from the general L.A. area and putting on a demonstration here that's causing so much disruption."



The university said that the two main buildings beside the encampment, Royce Hall and Powell Library, would remain closed through at least Friday.



Throughout the morning, state and local officials condemned the violence, but most stopped short of assigning blame to any specific groups or figures.



"The right to free speech does not extend to inciting violence, vandalism, or lawlessness on campus," Gov. Gavin Newsom of California said in a statement. "Those who engage in illegal behavior must be held accountable for their actions -- including through criminal prosecution, suspension or expulsion."



Lindsay P. Horvath, a member of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, called on leaders of the university to take action to prevent such violence from taking place in the future.



"For safety to truly be a priority, we must take thoughtful and appropriate steps to protect it," she said in a statement. "The U.C.L.A. community deserves nothing less."



As of Wednesday afternoon, university administrators had not responded to multiple requests for comment on how they decided to call in law enforcement, when they asked for help and how they might move forward.



The protests turned violent on Tuesday night, hours after administrators declared the encampment illegal and threatened to suspend or expel any student protesters. 



Officers from the California Highway Patrol arrived at about 1:15 a.m., according to Officer Michael Nasir. At about 3:30 a.m., officers wedged themselves between the groups, and the violence began to de-escalate. There were no arrests, said Officer Sergio Garcia of the C.H.P.



The Jewish Federation Los Angeles said it was "appalled" at the violence that occurred on campus, and that the counterprotesters did not represent the Jewish community or its values. The federation criticized the U.C.L.A. chancellor, Gene Block, and the school's administration for creating an environment that has made students feel unsafe and called on him to meet with leaders of the Jewish community to discuss safety measures.



Hussam Ayloush, the director of the Greater Los Angeles Area office of the Council on American-Islamic Relations, urged Rob Bonta, the state's attorney general, to investigate what he characterized as a lack of response by the campus police and the Los Angeles Police Department.



"U.C.L.A. and other schools must ensure that students can continue to peacefully protest the genocide in Gaza without facing attacks by violent pro-Israel mobs," Mr. Ayloush said in a statement.



Emily Baumgaertner
 and 
Claire Fahy
 contributed reporting.
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In Charlotte, a City Mourns Its Officers, and Asks What Went Wrong



The killing of the four officers in a usually quiet neighborhood, where a running gun battle left people scrambling for cover, stunned residents and brought anguish across the city.




Much of the house where the shooting took place in Charlotte, N.C., was tattered or destroyed, with cracked bricks and splintered wood spread out across the entryway on Tuesday.




By Eduardo Medina


Apr 30, 2024


As a corrections officer in North Carolina, Sam Poloche had long found being out in the field much more rewarding than working at a desk. So, in 2013, he eagerly joined a task force led by the U.S. Marshals Service, assisting in serving warrants across the western part of the state.



"It was just something he loved," his wife, Cielo Poloche, said. "He did his job, came home to us, and that was it."



On Monday afternoon, a deputy greeted Ms. Poloche at her home, bearing the news that her husband, a slightly reserved man who loved his two sons, had been shot while serving a warrant in Charlotte. By the time she arrived at the hospital, her husband had died.



Officer Poloche and three other members of the task force had been fatally shot while serving a warrant on a man who used a powerful AR-15-style rifle to fire waves of rounds at them from the second floor of a house.



"I'm still trying to process it all," Ms. Poloche said on Tuesday, her voice breaking.



The killing of the four officers in a usually quiet eastern neighborhood, where a running gun battle left people scrambling for cover inside their homes, stunned residents and brought anguish across the city.



And as investigators started reviewing body camera footage and other evidence on Tuesday, officials and residents began to question how the serving of the search warrant, a common but highly charged task for officers, had turned into one of the deadliest moments in recent years for American law enforcement personnel.



"The last few days has been very tough," Chief Johnny Jennings of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department said at a news conference on Tuesday, pausing to collect himself and wipe tears from his eyes.




Chief Johnny Jennings of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department on Tuesday.




The officers were part of the Carolinas Regional Fugitive Task Force, an operation that draws from 16 agencies, including the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department and the state corrections department.



In addition to Officer Poloche, 42, the victims were identified as Alden Elliott, a 14-year veteran with the State Department of Adult Correction and the father of one child; Thomas Weeks, 48, a deputy with the U.S. Marshals Service and the father of four children; and Joshua Eyer, an officer with the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department who had been honored last week as an officer of the month by the city.




Sam Poloche, William Elliott, Joshua Eyer and Thomas Weeks.




Around 1:30 p.m. on Monday, the officers walked up to a red brick home on Galway Drive to execute a warrant on Terry Clark Hughes Jr., 39, on charges of being a felon in possession of a firearm. As they approached, they were immediately met by gunfire coming from the second floor of the house, officials said.



The officers were at a "disadvantage" during the shootout, Chief Jennings said, because they were being fired at from above. Even as they tried to take cover, rapid bursts of gunfire from the rifle easily pierced their body armor, he said.



Chief Jennings said investigators were still piecing together a timeline of what had happened. Larry Mackey, a retired firefighter who lives close to the scene, said in an interview on Tuesday that he believed at least 30 minutes had passed between the first eruption of gunfire and a second burst of shots.



Video of the standoff that was captured by another neighbor shows officers crouching by a vehicle and pointing their guns up at a red brick house. At one point in one of the videos, an officer tells another, "He's looking at us," seemingly referring to Mr. Hughes.



Eventually, Mr. Hughes left the house, armed with a firearm, and was fatally shot by officers near the front yard, the police said. In addition to the four officers who were killed, four others suffered injuries that were not life threatening.




Four officers were fatally shot while serving a warrant on a man who used a powerful AR-15-style rifle to fire waves of rounds at them from the second floor of a house. 




Officials said they were investigating how Mr. Hughes, who had an extensive criminal history, had acquired the guns.



Records from the North Carolina Department of Public Safety show that he spent time in prison in 2011 and 2013. Since 2001, he had been criminally charged more than four dozen times, on counts including breaking and entering, assault and possessing firearms as a felon, records show.



In 2012, Mr. Hughes was 
arrested
 after crashing his car during a police pursuit in central North Carolina.



"Our system is not completely where it needs to be," Chief Jennings said of the criminal justice system. He added: "We're overwhelmed in the court system. Our district attorney is overwhelmed with the docket that we see within Charlotte-Mecklenburg."



When asked about the episode on Monday, Craig Hughes, a cousin of Mr. Hughes, said only, "Just a bad decision, that's all."



Neighbors on Galway Drive said they did not know many details about the people who lived in the house where the shootout occurred, other than that a woman would often do yardwork out front. A 17-year-old girl and a woman were in the home on Monday during the shooting and have been cooperating with officials' investigation, the police said.



On Tuesday, much of the house was tattered and destroyed, with cracked bricks and splintered wood spread across the entryway. The second-floor windows were pierced, and bullet holes riddled the interior walls.



The task force that was serving the warrant on Monday had received training in a variety of matters over the years, according to Ronald L. Davis, the director of the U.S. Marshals Service.



Alexis Piquero, a professor of criminology at the University of Miami who has researched crime and justice policy, said that when officers serve warrants at homes, "they have no idea what is on the other side" of a door. With the proliferation of high-powered rifles across the country, he said, the dangers for such operations have only increased.



"When you combine an individual who has nefarious intentions with the armament that this kind of weapon takes on, it is a recipe for disaster," Dr. Piquero said.




Neighbors on Galway Drive said they did not know many details about the people who lived inside the house where the shootout occurred.




Gov. Roy Cooper of North Carolina said that he had met with the families of the slain officers and that "the investigation into this tragic, brutal, deadly attack will result in more answers that we don't know today."



Back at her home, Ms. Poloche, 43, said she was holding on to the memories of her husband: their first meeting in Sagunto, Spain, during a summer study abroad program; their marriage the following year; his adventurous spirit and quirky leather-working hobby.



Officer Poloche had been beaming with pride last Friday as he toured the campus of the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, where his two sons, 18 and 21, would soon be attending college together.



Ms. Poloche now thought of her boys and their heartache. She thought of her husband's smile, the pride he had in his work.



"That is where my head is at," she said.



Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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Giuliani's Spending: $43,000 a Month and a Lot of Credit Card Bills



Rudy Giuliani promised a bankruptcy court that he would limit his spending, but it didn't take long before he broke that pledge, and by a lot.




Four months into the bankruptcy proceedings, Rudolph W. Giuliani's financial disclosures have been incomplete, inaccurate and in some cases completely absent. 




By Eileen Sullivan


May 01, 2024


Besieged by creditors and with his income drying up, Rudolph W. Giuliani laid out an austerity program of sorts in January for a federal bankruptcy court.



He would stick to a $43,000-a-month budget, he said in court filings, roughly in line with the income he drew from his retirement accounts and Social Security. That amount would cover, among other expenses, $5,000 in alimony payments to his ex-wife Judith Giuliani, $1,050 for food and housekeeping supplies and $425 for "personal care products and services." He was also obliged to cover $13,500 in monthly nursing-home expenses for his former mother-in-law; she 
died in March
.



Suggesting that he was mindful of the $153 million he owes to creditors, including two Georgia election workers he defamed in the aftermath of the 2020 election, he budgeted nothing for entertainment, clubs and subscriptions.



It did not take him long to blow his budget. In another bankruptcy filing, he said he actually spent nearly $120,000 in January. The accounting of his spending that he provided to the court was spotty and incomplete. He later provided more information to the creditors' lawyers, listing 60 transactions on Amazon, multiple entertainment subscriptions, various Apple services and products, Uber rides and payment of some of his business partner's personal credit card bill.



It is not clear whether he has pared back his spending to within his budget in the months since January, because he has failed to submit required disclosures to the bankruptcy court. But his spending, and his inability or unwillingness to give the bankruptcy court a fuller look at his financial status, have left his creditors suspicious and angry.



"These superfluous court filings are simply part of a larger effort to bully and intimidate the mayor through lawfare and a public smear campaign," Mr. Giuliani's spokesman, Ted Goodman, said.



Once the mayor of New York City and later the personal lawyer to former President Donald J. Trump, Mr. Giuliani 
filed for bankruptcy in December
 after a federal judge ordered him to pay $148 million to the two Georgia election workers for falsely accusing them of rigging the outcome in President Biden's favor. (Mr. Giuliani plans to appeal that judgment.)




Mr. Giuliani at a campaign rally for former President Donald J. Trump in Manchester, N.H., in January. Mr. Giuliani claims he is owed $2 million from Mr. Trump for work seeking to overturn the 2020 election results.




His filing listed $11 million in assets, including his Upper East Side apartment, which he 
put on the market last year
 for $6.5 million, took off the market this winter and plans to re-list, and his condo in Palm Beach, Fla., which he valued at $3.5 million.



Four months into the bankruptcy proceedings, Mr. Giuliani's financial disclosures have been incomplete, inaccurate and in some cases completely absent. His creditors have asked for more details and clarifications, hired a forensic accounting firm and made a broad request for information to see if he is hiding money and assets.



The creditors' lawyers recently issued a slew of subpoenas for documents, communications and information to Mr. Giuliani, people who work or have worked for him and even his son.



Every additional penny that can be found in Mr. Giuliani's pocket means a larger payout for his creditors, even if it is far less than what he actually owes them.



That is why they also want him to collect $2 million that Mr. Giuliani claims he is owed in 
legal fees
 from Mr. Trump for the work he did leading the effort to overturn the 2020 election results.



Mr. Giuliani lived a fairly frugal life during his mob-busting prosecutor and mayoral days.



"Giuliani and money is a story in and of itself," said Andrew Kirtzman, who wrote two books 
on the former mayor
. "It begins with him leading a very unpretentious life."



But after leaving office, Mr. Giuliani began living a very different life, flying on private Gulfstream jets during the lucrative years of his 
private consulting
 and 
investment advisory
 businesses.



In 2007, when he was running for the Republican presidential nomination, he disclosed that his net worth was 
more than $30 million
. A decade later, he and Judith Giuliani were spending $230,000 a month on their lavish lifestyle, including 
$7,000 on fountain pens and $12,000 on cigars
.




Mr. Giuliani filed for bankruptcy in December after a federal judge ordered him to pay $148 million to the two Georgia election workers for falsely accusing them of rigging the outcome in President Biden's favor.




These days, Mr. Giuliani brings in about $550,000 a year through disbursements from his dwindling retirement accounts and Social Security. His creditors want him to sell his properties in New York and Florida. But Mr. Giuliani recently told the bankruptcy court he would like to keep the Florida condo and live in it, suggesting that his creditors would not want him to be homeless.



His creditors are skeptical.



"It seems hardly worth pointing out that there is a vast gulf of housing options available between residing in an approximately $3.5 million Palm Beach condominium and homelessness," lawyers for the creditors wrote in a court filing.



His creditors also do not trust that he is being honest about the assets he does disclose.



For example, Mr. Giuliani lists among his assets an undisclosed number of shares in Uber, the ride-share service. He declared that he has $30,000 worth of jewelry, but that includes three World Series rings from the New York Yankees that creditors estimate are worth about $15,000 each.



He also failed to disclose a publishing contract for his upcoming book, "The Biden Crime Family."



"As my mother would say, they don't trust Giuliani as far as they could throw him," Bruce A. Markell, a bankruptcy law professor at Northwestern's Pritzker law school, said of the creditors, based on the actions they have taken in bankruptcy court so far.



His spending report for January was incomplete, with a list of two dozen charges to his American Express card, but no details. Lawyers for the creditors say he provided them a more detailed account, but it was not filed publicly in the court, as missing details typically are. And as of April 26, Mr. Giuliani had not provided details for his Discover card charges in January. The U.S. trustee assigned to his case did not respond to a question about why the additional details were not filed publicly in the court.



One of the two Georgia election workers he defamed, Shaye Moss, was selected by Mr. Giuliani's creditors to serve on a three-person committee to represent their interests throughout the bankruptcy case.



The other committee members are 
Noelle Dunphy
, a former employee who claims that Mr. Giuliani harassed and assaulted her beginning in 2019; and Lindsey Kurtz, the general counsel at 
Dominion Voting Systems
, one of the largest voting machine vendors in the country, which has accused Mr. Giuliani of 
peddling falsehoods
 about it after the 2020 election.



"The committee has no intention of letting the debtor drive his case and the creditors off a cliff," the lawyers wrote in a recent motion.



Mr. Giuliani entered his bankruptcy proceedings with a 
poor track record
 responding to discovery requests. Last year, a federal judge told jurors he intentionally hid information about his finances to shield his assets and make his net worth seem smaller.



In bankruptcy, the debtor has an obligation to disclose all of his assets in such a way that his creditors can understand what he has and the transactions he is making, Professor Markell said. Incomplete filings and failing to file requested material could end with the case being dismissed, which would open a debtor to foreclosures and collections.



"The more there is a pushback and an ignorance of the ability to comply -- especially from someone like Giuliani, who is a lawyer -- the more concern there is that there is actually something being hidden," the professor said.



Mr. Giuliani has missed the filing deadlines for his February and March spending reports. Weeks ago, one of Mr. Giuliani's lawyers, Gary C. Fischoff, said some filings have been delayed because "the accountant got upset at one point and wanted out."



"He's calmed down," the lawyer added, "and we persuaded him to stick with the case." Mr. Giuliani's accountants did not respond to a request for comment.



Mr. Giuliani's unresponsiveness, the creditors said, "leads one to question what he is hiding."



Bankruptcy law allows creditors to get even older information from the debtor as well as from his associates. Mr. Giuliani's creditors have asked the court to use this broad discovery request to obtain details about his finances going back to 2019, as well as information from his associates.



This request could unearth details about Mr. Giuliani's foreign work, which has previously drawn scrutiny from the F.B.I. The forensic accounting team hired by the creditors comprises former intelligence officials with experience in 
countries
 
where
 Mr. Giuliani did business, such as Ukraine, Turkey, Venezuela and Qatar.



Mr. Giuliani's age presents its own challenge to creditors getting paid.



His circumstance differs from that of Alex Jones, 50, the bankrupt Infowars conspiracy broadcaster. Depending on the outcome of upcoming bankruptcy talks, Mr. Jones could work for decades to pay hefty damages to families of the Sandy Hook shooting victims for spreading lies about them. Mr. Giuliani turns 80 in May, and his future potential income is hampered by suspended law licenses in 
New York
 and 
Washington, D.C.



The financial statements he filed in the court show he is losing money on his revenue-making businesses, such as his 
WABC radio show in New York
.



Mr. Giuliani continues to need lawyers in and out of bankruptcy court where he faces additional lawsuits, including a criminal 
indictment in Georgia
 for his and others' efforts to overturn the 2020 election results in the state. And he was 
recently indicted in Arizona
, where and others are also accused of trying to change the 2020 results.



Friends have set up two legal defense funds. One is a political action committee, and donors include Elizabeth Ailes, the wife of the late media mogul Roger E. Ailes; Arnold Gumowitz, a New York real estate developer; and James Liautaud, the founder of the sandwich chain Jimmy John's. Another donor is Matthew Martorano, a Puerto Rico-based businessman who is a defendant in a 
federal fraud case
.



The other fund, the Rudy Giuliani Freedom Fund, does not disclose the donors or the amount raised.



According to a court filing, as of the end of January, Mr. Giuliani had drawn more than $1.2 million from the two funds to pay his lawyers. The total amount raised from both funds has not been publicly disclosed.



His creditors' lawyers have issued subpoenas for the names of the donors to his defense funds and receipts.
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Duane Eddy, Whose Twang Changed Rock 'n' Roll, Dies at 86



A self-taught electric guitar virtuoso, he influenced a generation of musicians. One of them, John Fogerty, called him rock's first guitar god.




Duane Eddy at the 2014 Stagecoach Festival in Indio, Calif. He sold millions of records with growling, echo-laden hits like "Rebel Rouser."




By Bill Friskics-Warren


May 01, 2024


Duane Eddy, who broke new ground in pop music in the 1950s with a reverberant, staccato style of guitar playing that became known as twang, died on Tuesday in Franklin, Tenn. He was 86. 



The cause of his death, in a hospital, was complications of cancer, said his wife, Deed (Abbate) Eddy.



Mr. Eddy had tremendous success as a strictly instrumental recording artist in the late 1950s and '60s, selling millions of records worldwide with growling, echo-laden hits like 
"Rebel Rouser"
 and 
"Forty Miles of Bad Road."
 In the process, he played a major role in establishing electric guitar as the predominant musical instrument in rock 'n' roll.



Mr. Eddy influenced a multitude of rock guitarists, including George Harrison, Jimi Hendrix and Bruce Springsteen, whose plunging guitar lines on "Born to Run" pay homage to Mr. Eddy's muscular fretwork.



"Duane Eddy was the front guy, the first rock and roll guitar god," John Fogerty, the founding lead singer and guitarist of Creedence Clearwater Revival, is quoted as saying on the Rhino Records 
website
.



Mr. Eddy, who was self-taught, devised his rhythmic melodicism by playing the lead lines on his recordings on his guitar's bass strings and by liberally using the vibrato bar. He never learned to read or score music, but he had a strong ear for pop idioms, including country, jazz, and rhythm and blues.




Mr. Eddy in a publicity photo from 1958, the year his rollicking "Cannonball" charted in both the United States and Britain.




He also had a knack for studio experimentation; at one point he brought a 2,000-gallon water tank to a session and placed a speaker inside to simulate the effects of an echo chamber.



"I like exploring different textures on tracks in the studio, and different arrangement ideas," Mr. Eddy said in a 2013 interview with Guitar Player magazine, which had honored him in 2004 with its Legend Award.



"For me," Mr. Eddy went on, "it's not just playing the instrument, it's also making the record. I guess a better way of explaining it is that I don't write or arrange songs as such. Instead, I think of it as writing or arranging 
records
. My sound is the common denominator that pulls all the threads and knits them together."



Easily recognizable, Mr. Eddy's signature approach to the guitar accounted for 15 Top 40 pop hits from 1958 to 1963. 
"Because They're Young,"
 a string-sweetened record, appeared on the soundtrack of the 1960 movie of the same name that starred Dick Clark and Tuesday Weld. More characteristic of Mr. Eddy's gritty playing was "Cannonball," a rollicking instrumental that reached the pop Top 20 in the U.S. and the Top 10 in Britain in 1958, and "(Dance With the) Guitar Man," a 1962 hit that featured a female vocal group on the chorus. "The Ballad of Paladin," a loping instrumental, was used as the theme for the CBS television series "Have Gun -- Will Travel."




Most of Mr. Eddy's albums from the late 1950s and early '60s incorporated a variation on the word "twang" in their titles. This one, released in 1960, was co-produced by his frequent collaborator Lee Hazlewood.




Most of Mr. Eddy's early recordings were made with the producer and songwriter 
Lee Hazlewood
 and released on the Philadelphia-based label Jamie Records. The Rebels, his backing band, boasted several members of the celebrated West Coast studio collective known as the Wrecking Crew including the guitarist Al Casey, the saxophonists Jim Horn and Plas Johnson, and the keyboard and bass player Larry Knechtel.



Most of Mr. Eddy's albums from the late 1950s and early '60s incorporated a version of the word "twang" in their titles.



Mr. Eddy was born on April 26, 1938, in Corning, N.Y., a small town in the south central part of the state, and started playing the guitar at the age of 5. His father, Lloyd, drove a bread truck and later managed a Safeway grocery store, and his mother, Alberta Evelyn (Granger) Eddy, managed the home. The family moved to Tucson, Ariz., when Duane was 13, and then to Phoenix, where he met Mr. Hazlewood and they began their musical partnership.



He acquired his first custom-made Chet Atkins-model Gretsch guitar when he was 16. He made his first recordings -- as half of the duo Jimmy and Duane, with the pianist Jimmy Delbridge (who later recorded under the name Jimmy Dell) -- the next year.




Mr. Eddy on "American Bandstand" in 1958. A year earlier, he had begun touring with Dick Clark's Caravan of Stars.




In 1957, Mr. Eddy began touring as a guitarist with 
Dick Clark's Caravan of Stars
, and he began releasing recordings under his own name shortly afterward.



Mr. Eddy and Mr. Hazlewood parted ways over a contract dispute in late 1960, though they later reunited to work on projects. Mr. Eddy signed with RCA shortly after.



The hit singles had stopped coming by the mid-1960s, but Mr. Eddy continued to release instrumental albums, including 
"Duane Does Dylan,"
 a collection of covers of songs written by Bob Dylan.



The rockabilly revival of the next decade gave rise to renewed interested in Mr. Eddy's work. The 1970s also saw Mr. Eddy producing albums by Phil Everly and Waylon Jennings, whose widow, Jessi Colter, was married to Mr. Eddy from 1962 to 1968.



Mr. Eddy's music was introduced to yet another generation of fans in the 1980s, when the British synth-pop group Art of Noise released an avant-disco reworking of his 1960 hit version of Henry Mancini's 
"Peter Gunn,"
 with Mr. Eddy on lead guitar. It won a Grammy Award for best rock instrumental performance in 1987.




Mr. Eddy plays guitar at the 2009 Country Music Hall of Fame Medallion Ceremony in Nashville. He was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 1994.




Mr. Eddy was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 1994, the same year that his original hit recording of "Rebel Rouser" appeared in the movie "Forrest Gump." "The Trembler," a track he wrote with Ravi Shankar, was featured in Oliver Stone's 1994 film, "Natural Born Killers." He was also inducted into the Musicians Hall of Fame in Nashville in 2008.



In addition to his wife, Mr. Eddy is survived by three children, Linda Jones and Chris Eddy, from his first marriage, to Carol Puckett, and Jennifer Eddy Davis, from his marriage to Ms. Colter; a sister, Elaine Scarborough; five grandchildren; and nine great-grandchildren.



Unlike many instrumentalists, Mr. Eddy said, he never seriously considered expanding his musical resume to include vocals.



Elaborating on the subject to Guitar Player in 2013, he recalled an interview with Conan O'Brien at which he was asked, "Duane, you've been in this business for many years now; what do you consider your greatest contribution to music?" He answered, "Not singing."



"I never felt that I had a good voice for singing," he went on. "When I was young, this frustrated me a lot, so I took it out on the guitar."
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He Won by a Landslide. Why Is He Fighting for His Political Life?



Ben Houchen, a regional mayor in the north of England, faces a close re-election race, partly thanks to the broader troubles of Britain's Conservative Party.




Ben Houchen, the mayor of Tees Valley, at the site where development work is taking place to build a new quayside port on the location of the former steelworks in Redcar, England.




By Stephen Castle


May 01, 2024


The last time Ben Houchen ran to be mayor of Tees Valley, a struggling, deindustrialized region in northeastern England, he stormed to victory with almost 73 percent of the vote.



Three years on, Mr. Houchen, a Conservative politician, faces a re-election contest in which even a narrow win would do.



As voters in England prepare to vote in Thursday's local and mayoral elections, the governing Conservatives, led by Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, are trailing badly in the opinion polls to the opposition Labour Party ahead of a general election expected later this year.



So Mr. Houchen has campaigned on his own achievements, relying on his personal brand as the 
poster boy for "leveling up"
 -- the Conservatives' flagship policy of bringing prosperity to disadvantaged regions of England.



But with Britain's economy stagnating and its health service in crisis, will that be enough to outweigh the backlash facing the broader Conservative Party?



"If Houchen loses, given the profile that he has, and given that in mayoral elections people are more likely to vote for the individual, that would suggest that it is actually his Conservative links that have done for him," said Paul Swinney, director of policy and research at the Center for Cities, a research institute. "Him losing would be bad news for Rishi Sunak."



The result in Mr. Houchen's region could determine not just his fate, but that of the embattled Mr. Sunak. Victory would give the prime minister something positive to talk about on Friday when results come in and the Conservatives expect losses elsewhere. Defeat could stir panic among Tory lawmakers and possibly prompt a push to replace Mr. Sunak.



Leveling Up




Heidi McCullagh, second from left, says business has picked up for her sandwich shop and catering company while Mr. Houchen has been mayor.




Once an area controlled by the left-of-center Labour Party, Tees Valley is part of a swath of England's formerly industrial North and Midlands where voters switched en masse to the Conservatives in the 2019 general election.



Since Mr. Houchen first became mayor in 2017, a vast, derelict steelworks near the town of Redcar has been demolished and cleared for new projects, a failing airport has been saved and civil servants and filmmakers have been lured far from London to the northeast.



Many people in the area give him credit for these achievements. Heidi McCullagh, 42, runs a sandwich shop and catering business near the historic Transporter Bridge across the River Tees.



"We are 110 percent behind Ben Houchen because he has created so many jobs," said Ms. McCullagh whose windows display his posters. "We do quite a lot of catering for businesses in the area, it's definitely picked up," she said. "Ben Houchen does everything he can to make Tees Valley a better place."



Not everyone agrees. At the heart of his regeneration plan is an ambitious project called "Teesworks," where, on the site of the former steelworks, construction vehicles busy themselves on a moonscape-like tract of land.



The idea is to convert this into a 
hub for low-carbon industries
 but critics accuse Mr. Houchen of mishandling things to the financial advantage of two businessmen.



The project, which has involved hundreds of millions of pounds in public investment, was initially half publicly owned, but a subsequent deal left the private-sector partners in the venture with 90 percent ownership. (Mr. Houchen declined requests for an interview, but has publicly defended the deal.)



An 
independent review
 in January found no evidence of corruption but described "
issues of governance and transparency
" and said a number of decisions had not met "the standards expected when managing public funds."



Last week, Steve Gibson, a former collaborator on the project and the chairman of a major soccer club in the area, accused Mr. Houchen 
of "giving away everything they had worked for,"
 an intervention that may boost the chances of Labour's candidate, Chris McEwan.



'An Emerald City'




Hanging a protest banner against Mr. Houchen over a bridge near Redcar last week.




On a bitingly cold day last week, five activists hung a banner from a road bridge near Redcar.



"Honk if you want Houchen out," the banner read, and a steady flow of motorists sounded their horns as the protesters, wearing masks of Mr. Houchen's face, cheered and waved.



"He promises that Teesside will become an emerald city," said Ray Casey, a member of a small group that opposes Mr. Houchen, called Teesside Resistance. "It's always just over the horizon though -- we never get there."



Sipping a beer later, Mr. Casey, 63, said he felt the mayor ran "an operation entirely based on public relations and spin."



Yet no one disputes that investment has come to a region of 
304 square miles with a population of around 660,000
 people, or that Mr. Houchen has good contacts. Last year he was nominated for a seat in the House of Lords by his ally Boris Johnson, the former prime minister. He also has ties to Michael Gove, the Conservative minister responsible for "leveling up."



In the town of Darlington, a shiny modern building is now the northern base of the Treasury, Britain's finance ministry. Rail stations are being spruced up. A film studio has risen from the site of an old bus depot in Hartlepool, a gritty seaside town a long way from Hollywood in every sense.



The question is how much this is benefiting local communities.



Sacha Bedding, chief executive of the Wharton Trust, a charity based in Hartlepool, said investment was "creating the conditions that will give the area a proper stab" at regeneration, but that little had yet improved in the neighborhood.



"The number of people who have fallen into financial insecurity has grown and people who are working have struggled massively," said Mr. Bedding, adding that many lacked hope. "When not a lot feels like it has changed you almost end up with the attitude, 'Well what's the point in voting?'"



Sitting on a bench in Darlington, Ryan Walton, 19, said he planned to vote Labour. "Things have improved but not enough," said Mr. Walton. "It would be better if they broadened their horizons and redeveloped areas where people live."



Green Shoots




The site of the Northern Studios, a regeneration project of television and film studios, in Hartlepool.




In a fractious televised debate last week, Mr. Houchen defended his record against attacks from Labour's Mr. McEwan and Simon Thorley of the centrist Liberal Democrats.



In a dark suit, white shirt and striped tie, Mr. Houchen was confident and pugnacious, accusing critics of peddling conspiracies. 



"If you think you can turn around and change fortunes in just a few short years that just doesn't happen, but what we are seeing is the green shoots," Mr. Houchen said when asked whether local people felt better off.



For the film making business, some of those green shoots can be seen in a movie called "
Upgraded
," parts of which were filmed at Teesside International Airport, which stood in for a New York airport.




Teeside International Airport, which Mr. Houchen took into public ownership.




Mr. Houchen brought the loss-making airport into public ownership in 2019, an unusual market intervention for a Conservative politician.



But in terms of its main business -- aviation -- Teesside International has yet to break even and offers only a handful of flights on most weekdays.



Waiting in a largely deserted departure area before flying to Amsterdam, Derek Muir, 68, praised Mr. Houchen for saving the airport and said he would vote for him because "he gets things done and brings investment into the area."



Looking around the airport, however, he said that the lack of any flights to London was disappointing. "I would like it to be more busy," he added.
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In the small Bombay theater that showed big films, his father brought him -- over and over again -- to see the biggest of them all.



With every one of his 18 viewings of "Mughal-e-Azam," a hit 1960 musical about a forbidden romance between a prince and a courtesan, the young boy fell more in love. The rays of light, beamed in black and white, opened to him a world at once majestic and lost. The dialogue, crisp and poetic, lingered in his thoughts. The music swept him to places that only later in life would he fully understand.



Bombay would eventually change, to Mumbai. India, cinema and music -- they would all change, too. But more than half a century later, Sanjay Leela Bhansali -- now 61 and a rare remaining master of the grand old style of Indian filmmaking -- has not let go of his seat at that small cinema, Alankar Talkies, on the hem of the city's red-light district.



His mind remains rooted there even as his work moves beyond the theater walls. His latest project, released on Wednesday, is an eight-episode musical drama on Netflix that gives a "Game of Thrones" treatment to an exalted milieu of courtesans in pre-independence India.




Sanjay Leela Bhansali, a rare remaining master of the grand old style of Indian filmmaking, directing "Heeramandi" for Netflix.





Actors waiting between scenes on the set of the eight-episode musical drama in Mumbai.




The show, "Heeramandi," affords more space for Mr. Bhansali's expansive and exacting approach than any two-hour movie. But it also presents a tricky challenge. How, with big-budget texture and color, do you bring the splendor and grandiosity of royalty -- in his imagination, the courtesans lived like queens -- to an audience that, at least in his home country of India, will largely be watching on tiny mobile screens?



One answer is technical: more close-up shots. The other is personal: a vision all his own. With his decades of commercial success, he has the license to hold tight to the kind of cinema -- song-filled nostalgia mixed with obsessive attention to light and detail -- he fell in love with early, and forever.



"I am still in Alankar Talkies," he said in an interview last summer, between shoots. "I am seeing it on that big screen over there."



'Big Scale'



Outside, Mumbai was drenched in monsoon rains.



Inside, under the hangar that covered the three-acre set, Mr. Bhansali was lost in a city born as much of imagination as research.



Hundreds of workers had toiled for nearly 10 months to create his Lahore of the early 1900s. The furniture was vintage. The curtains and the miniature patterns on the corridor walls were hand-painted, then aged. The slogans on the city walls, the store signs -- all calligraphy, aged and faded.



When his friend Moin Beg brought him a 14-page concept for the project about 20 years ago, Mr. Bhansali sat on it. There were too many characters, too many things going on, for a feature film.



In the years that followed, Mr. Bhansali felt as if he was training himself "to handle big scale." He made successful films -- more recently in a shrinking environment for artistic expression that made him the 
subject of violent attack
 -- that dealt with dancing girls and royal courts. A consistent theme was complex, powerful, beautiful women.




Hundreds of workers toiled for nearly 10 months to recreate the Lahore of the early 1900s in a hangar in Mumbai.





Mr. Bhansali using a laser pointer to direct a scene.




Another big step: He began creating the music for his own movies.



Some of his deepest artistic questions since childhood were triggered by music. Through music came a belief that any artist is a 200-year-old or 300-year-old soul. The artistic process is a slow discovery of what the soul already knows.



Inside Alankar Talkies, the boy would forget about the actors on the screen and be transported by 
the voice
 of the Indian singer Bade Ghulam Ali Khan.



"Somewhere, the soul started responding to it," he said, "'that I kind of understand this, I know where my father is trying to take me because I've traveled somewhere in the past
.'"



His heart was set on "Heeramandi" because so much came together in one world: refined taste, classical music and dance, power politics and powerful women.



Before independence in 1947, India was a collection of princely states under British rule. Elite patronage had given rise to quarters of courtesans, and an ecosystem of music, dance and fashion grew around them.



Heeramandi was one such place in the city of Lahore, which after India's partition became part of Pakistan. The Urdu-language writer Shorish Kashmiri described Heeramandi even in its decline as "an art gallery where the nights remain awake and the days sleep."



The Netflix series captures a Heeramandi where the courtesans know they are the last of their kind.



But in Mr. Bhansali's vision, their end is not a slow march to nothingness. He merges the women into the whirlwind of India's freedom movement.



"I always grant my characters a lot more than they actually deserved in life," he said. "I wanted them to be bathed in fountains -- big corridors and big mirrors, so that the reflections seem larger than life."



Every Move



On his sets, it is complete surrender to a vision that keeps changing in Mr. Bhansali's head. Some actors have described his process as torturous, his temper difficult. Others have likened it to film school.



"What my role started as, and what it became -- a lot of it happened on paper, and a lot of it happened on the set," said Sonakshi Sinha, a lead actress in the series.



Ms. Sinha was shooting two small segments that day.



First was the final bit of a song. In its climax, Ms. Sinha's character sways through a crowd of party guests in her drawing room, toward her veranda, drink in hand. She stares at a rival madam across the street, raises her glass and tosses it down.



In take after take, Mr. Bhansali drove a point home: Every move, every gesture, had to be done so that the eyes, the glare, remained the focus.



"If you arrive and just pour, then there is no joy," he told Ms. Sinha. "Take a beat."




Sonakshi Sinha, a lead actress in the series, on set in Mumbai. A consistent theme in Mr. Bhansali's films is complex, powerful, beautiful women.





Mr. Bhansali and Ms. Sinha reviewing a scene. Some actors have described Mr. Bhansali's process as torturous. Others have likened it to film school.




The segment they shot next demonstrated how Mr. Bhansali thinks, and how he obsesses.



It was supposed to be simple: Ms. Sinha's character would put out some candles, symbolizing a closing down at Heeramandi so the courtesans could join the freedom fight.



During a bathroom break, Mr. Bhansali walked past a chandelier. As he stood at the urinal, he had a new vision: Ms. Sinha's character would use a pulley to pull up the chandelier, wrapped in a drape, then walk away as the lights went out.



It took five hours to light and complete the shot, for a 10-second scene.



Frustrated that it was not quite right, Mr. Bhansali turned to what helps connect him to his abstraction: music. He asked an assistant to play an old song, a ghazal, on an iPad. The voice softly filled the air -- then another take.



'My Place'



When his father, a producer who never made it, was on his deathbed, he had a peculiar request: He dispatched his son to get a cassette of a tribal singer who, after India was split, had ended up on the other side, where their own family had roots.



He wanted to hear the song 
"Hayo Raba"
 by Reshma -- a voice raw, untrained.



By the time young Sanjay returned with the cassette, his father was unconscious. He stood there watching his dilated eyes -- a scene that still plays out in his mind.



"He had gone into a coma," Mr. Bhansali said. "I had no place to play 'Hayo Rabba,' and my mother kept saying, 'Play "Hayo Rabba"!'"



Why that song? The closest he comes to an answer is that in his father's state of hallucination, he was connecting with his ancestors.



"Life is so fascinating," he said. "Can films ever capture this?"




A scene being filmed on the set of "Heeramandi." The show depicts a world of refined taste, classical music and dance, power politics and powerful women.





Fixing lights on the set of "Heeramandi." Mr. Bhansali sat on the project for about 20 years, training himself "to handle big scale."




He has spent his life seeing if it can.



When he was about 6, his father took him to a film set. He told him to wait in a corner while he talked to his friends.



A cabaret was being shot.



"A skimpily dressed woman was eating an apple and throwing it on a semi-naked man," he recalled.



As he looked up -- to the catwalk with hanging ropes and lights and screens -- he was lost in wonderment.



"I realized I don't want to be on the cricket ground, I don't want to be in school, I don't want to be anywhere. I want to be here. This is my place," he said.



"That woman biting that apple, throwing it on the man -- I think that kid was seduced."




Actors on break between scenes. The Netflix series captures the end of an era in Heeramandi.
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Kimberly Jolasun, a 32-year-old entrepreneur in Atlanta, has never voted for the Republican candidate for the presidency. That may be about to change.



Her company, Villie, is an online platform that lets new parents share photos and updates about their babies with friends and relatives and register for gifts like strollers and playpens. Not yet profitable, her company needs financing to grow. But venture capitalists struggle with her untraditional profile, she said. Technology is dominated by white men in places like Silicon Valley and Austin, Texas. She is a Black woman in Georgia.



Banks want to charge her interest as high as 14 percent for business loans. The interest rate on the credit card debt she used to start the company has spiked to 25 percent, tripling her monthly payments.



Ms. Jolasun knows that borrowing costs are driven by the Federal Reserve. She does not blame President Biden. But she assumes that his Republican opponent, former President Donald J. Trump, is more in tune with the needs of business owners. So she is seriously contemplating giving him her vote.



"For the first time in my life, the ball's in the air," she said. "I haven't made my decision."



Despite 
indications of vigor
 in the economy, higher borrowing costs are a source of financial anxiety that could prove pivotal in the 2024 presidential election -- especially in Georgia, one of six battleground states expected to determine the outcome.



Black voters are a crucial bloc in Georgia; four years ago, they made up 27 percent of the electorate. By many indications, Black Americans are disproportionately affected by higher interest rates on mortgages, credit cards, student loans and business debts. Start-up companies owned by people of color -- especially Black Americans -- confront substantial barriers in raising funds, making them more vulnerable to increased borrowing costs, according to a 
survey of minority-owned small businesses
 by the Federal Reserve. Though their companies are typically smaller and less profitable, Black and Hispanic entrepreneurs tend to be rejected on applications for financing even after accounting for differences in credit ratings, suggesting that racial profiling is an issue.



"It's hard for people like me to raise capital," said Veronica Woodruff, the founder of Travelsist, a company in Atlanta that pairs travelers who need help navigating airports with support from companions. "I'm an African-Latina woman, and I'm in the South. It just makes it hard to get in front of people who are writing checks."



Ms. Woodruff, 40, has already raised $1.1 million, including a $250,000 grant from the Fearless Fund, a nonprofit that seeks to address the shortage of capital for businesses owned by women of color. The organization has been hamstrung by a 
lawsuit from an activist group
 that says directing funds to minority women is racial discrimination.



Ms. Woodruff is seeking $8 million in additional investment to expand her business. Rising costs have forced her to increase wages to $20 an hour from $15. Venture capitalists are demanding sweeter terms for their investments.



Raised in California, she considers herself a liberal who values civil rights. But as the overseer of a business, she is struggling to decide how to vote.



"I'm taking a lot of risk here," Ms. Woodruff said. "It's for everyone, for all of my employees, for everyone who has equity in this company and the communities that we operate in."




Hartsfield Jackson International Airport in Atlanta. Black entrepreneurs flock to to the city, where Black Americans are prominently represented in the ranks of business, government and culture.




The significance of the Black vote in Georgia is hard to overstate. From 2000 to 2019, the number of eligible voters in the state increased by 1.9 million, with Black people making up nearly half that number, according to an 
analysis
 by the Pew Research Center.



Mr. Biden captured 88 percent of the Black vote in Georgia in 2020 and is expected to win over that bloc again by a whopping margin in this year's election. Yet in a state decided by fewer than 12,000 votes four years ago, even a slight reduction of support could be decisive.



Vice President 
Kamala Harris
 visited Atlanta on Monday at the start of an economic tour of battleground states to underline the administration's efforts to support Black business owners and entrepreneurs and narrow the racial wealth gap.



Mr. Trump was the chosen candidate for 16 percent of Black voters nationally in a 
recent poll
 by The New York Times and Siena College. The same poll found that 81 percent of Black voters rated the economy "fair" or "poor."



By headline indicators, Georgia appears in robust economic shape. In March, the unemployment rate was 3.1 percent, below the national level, 3.8 percent. Inflation is down from its heights. Atlanta has gained jobs by turning itself into a 
venue for filming Hollywood movies
 and by attracting multinational companies that have established corporate headquarters there.



Northwest of the city, Hyundai, the South Korean auto giant, is joining forces with another company, SK On, to pour $5 billion into the construction of an electric vehicle battery plant. A $2.3 billion solar panel factory is going up nearby, the work of Hanwha Qcells, another South Korean business. And the state has seen a surge of food processing factories.



"We've been landing lots of new projects, setting new records," said Jeffrey M. Humphreys, an economist at the Terry College of Business at the University of Georgia. "They all kind of build on each other."



On the state's coast in 
Savannah
, expansion is underway at what is already one of the country's largest container shipping ports. The docks are gaining cargo diverted from the port of Baltimore after a 
container vessel ran into a major bridge
 there, causing the bridge to collapse and halting cargo traffic.




Atlantic Station, a retail, office and residential neighborhood in Atlanta. By headline indicators, Georgia appears in robust economic shape. The unemployment rate was 3.1 percent in March, below the national level of 3.8 percent.




But the effect of higher borrowing costs is not directly captured in 
official measures of inflation
, and increased debt payments tend to erode the benefits of economic growth.



A 
recent paper
 by economists at Harvard and the International Monetary Fund concluded that larger payments for 
mortgages
, credit cards and other forms of debt largely explained the gap between rosy economic assessments from experts and glum prognoses from ordinary people.



"Everybody feels like they are stagnant or struggling," said John Lawson, who sells hip-hop-related shoelaces online and coaches small businesses in the Atlanta area. "The cost of living has skyrocketed. Everybody's got jobs and still hustling at the same time."



Black Americans typically suffer rates of unemployment twice those of white Americans. In Georgia, that gap has widened: Black unemployment reached 5.7 percent at the end of last year, while white unemployment was at 2.2 percent, according to an 
analysis
 of federal data by the Economic Policy Institute.



Part of this increase appears to reflect how Black-owned businesses have responded to higher borrowing costs: by slowing hiring, reducing hours and cutting jobs, according to a 
report
 by the Georgia Budget and Policy Institute.



Many Black entrepreneurs flock to Atlanta, a city where Black Americans are prominently represented in the ranks of business, government and culture. But start-ups in Atlanta typically struggle to secure adequate financing, local entrepreneurs said.



"Silicon Valley types, they have so much capital that they will throw money at any absurd idea," said Charles Wright, the chief executive of Mechanized AI, a start-up that is building robots powered by artificial intelligence. Venture capitalists in the Southeast are more conservative, he added. "They don't believe in fairy tales."



Mr. Wright has abundant finance for his next venture, given the sale of his start-up data management company for $22 million in 2018. He drives a red electric Porsche, one of four cars parked in front of his home in Stone Mountain, a leafy, majority-Black suburb alongside a park that is an enduring monument to the Confederacy. He exudes certainty that Mechanized AI is on the verge of being worth billions.



"I'm sitting on what I know is going to be a unicorn," he said. "There's no precedent for what we're doing."



He is also confident that Black voters will turn out dutifully, if not enthusiastically, for Mr. Biden, whom he credits with returning stability to the economy after the tumult of the Trump administration.



That may prove so. Yet conversations with Black entrepreneurs in Atlanta revealed an overarching sense of uncertainty.




After pandemic restrictions were lifted, Omar Whilby saw a surge of business at his nightclub. But last year, with interest rates spiking and prices climbing, business fell.




Right after pandemic restrictions were lifted, Omar Whilby saw a considerable surge of business at his nightclub in East Atlanta Village, a hive of bars and music venues.



"Everyone was tired of being at home," Mr. Whilby said. People had money in their pockets, courtesy of the pandemic relief programs established under President Trump.



But last year, with interest rates spiking and prices for gas, groceries and rent climbing, Mr. Whilby's club, iLounge Atlanta, saw business drop by one-third.



In response, he is slowing the development of his technology business, Sound Capsul, which streams music shows online and allows independent artists to upload and share their music.



"We've had to shrink our growth strategy," Mr. Whilby said.



Ray Woods, 34, an Atlanta-area real estate entrepreneur, distills the electoral choice as one between a Republican Party that does not care about Black people and a Democratic Party that takes Black voters for granted.



He voted twice for Barack Obama as president and admires Denmark, where high taxes finance a comprehensive and generous social safety net. He supported the candidacy of Senator Bernie Sanders, the self-proclaimed democratic socialist, in the Democratic presidential primary in 2016. Then, he cast his ballot for Mr. Trump in the general election.



Mr. Woods is set to vote for Mr. Trump again this time, seeing him as the best way to advance the interests of business.



"America has been built on capitalism," he said. "We need somebody who understands business."
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Tech Fix



Hey, A.I. Let's Talk



Meta, Google and others are driving a renaissance for voice assistants, but people have found the technology uncool for more than a decade.








By Brian X. Chen


May 01, 2024


A 
pair of glasses
 from Meta shoots a picture when you say, "Hey, Meta, take a photo." A miniature computer that clips to your shirt, 
the Ai Pin
, translates foreign languages into your native tongue. An artificially intelligent screen features a virtual assistant that you 
talk to through a microphone
.



Last year, OpenAI updated its 
ChatGPT chatbot
 to respond with spoken words, and recently, Google introduced 
Gemini
, a replacement for its voice assistant on Android phones.



Tech companies are betting on a renaissance for voice assistants, many years after most people decided that talking to computers was uncool.



Will it work this time? Maybe, but it could take a while.



Large swaths of people have still never used voice assistants like Amazon's Alexa, Apple's Siri and Google's Assistant, and the overwhelming majority of those who do said they never wanted to be seen talking to them in public, according to 
studies
 
done
 in the last decade.



I, too, seldom use voice assistants, and in my recent experiment with 
Meta's glasses
, which include a camera and speakers to provide information about your surroundings, I concluded that talking to a computer in front of parents and their children at a zoo was still staggeringly awkward.



It made me wonder if this would ever feel normal. Not long ago, talking on the phone with Bluetooth headsets made people look batty, but now everyone does it. Will we ever see lots of people walking around and talking to their computers as in sci-fi movies?



I posed this question to design experts and researchers, and the consensus was clear: Because new A.I. systems improve the ability for voice assistants to understand what we are saying and actually help us, we're likely to speak to devices more often in the near future -- but we're still many years away from doing this in public.



Here's what to know.



Why voice assistants are getting smarter



New voice assistants are powered by generative artificial intelligence, which use statistics and complex algorithms to guess what words belong together, similar to the autocomplete feature on your phone. That makes them more capable of using context to understand requests and follow-up questions than virtual assistants like Siri and Alexa, which could respond only to a finite list of questions.



For example, if you say to ChatGPT, "What are some flights from San Francisco to New York next week?" -- and follow up with "What's the weather there?" and "What should I pack?" -- the chatbot can answer those questions because it is making connections between words to understand the context of the conversation. (The New York Times 
sued OpenAI and its partner, Microsoft
, last year for using copyrighted news articles without permission to train chatbots.)



An older voice assistant like Siri, which reacts to a database of commands and questions that it was programmed to understand, would fail unless you used specific words, including "What's the weather in New York?" and "What should I pack for a trip to New York?"



The former conversation sounds more fluid, like the way people talk to each other.



A major reason people gave up on voice assistants like Siri and Alexa was that the computers couldn't understand so much of what they were asked -- and it was difficult to learn what questions worked.



Dimitra Vergyri, the director of speech technology at SRI, the research lab behind the initial version of Siri before it was acquired by Apple, said generative A.I. addressed many of the problems that researchers had struggled with for years. The technology makes voice assistants capable of understanding spontaneous speech and responding with helpful answers, she said.



John Burkey, a former Apple engineer who worked on Siri in 2014 and has been an outspoken critic of the assistant, said he believed that because generative A.I. made it easier for people to get help from computers, more of us were likely to be talking to assistants soon -- and that when enough of us started doing it, that could become the norm.



"Siri was limited in size -- it knew only so many words," he said. "You've got better tools now."



But it could be years before the new wave of A.I. assistants become widely adopted because they introduce new problems. Chatbots including ChatGPT, Google's Gemini and Meta AI are prone to "hallucinations," which is when they make things up because they can't figure out the correct answers. They have 
goofed up at basic tasks
 like counting and summarizing information from the web.



When voice assistants help -- and when they don't



Even as speech technology gets better, talking is unlikely to replace or supersede traditional computer interactions with a keyboard, experts say.



People currently have compelling reasons to talk to computers in some situations when they are alone, like setting a map destination while driving a car. In public, however, not only can talking to an assistant still make you look weird, but more often than not, it's impractical. When I was wearing the Meta glasses at a grocery store and asked them to identify a piece of produce, an eavesdropping shopper responded cheekily, "That's a turnip."



You also wouldn't want to dictate a confidential work email around others on a train. Likewise, it'd be inconsiderate to ask a voice assistant to read text messages out loud at a bar.



"Technology solves a problem," said Ted Selker, 
a product design veteran
 who worked at IBM and Xerox PARC. "When are we solving problems, and when are we creating problems?"



Yet it's simple to come up with times when talking to a computer helps you so much that you won't care how weird it looks to others, said Carolina Milanesi, an analyst at Creative Strategies, a research firm.



While walking to your next office meeting, it'd be helpful to ask a voice assistant to debrief you on the people you were about to meet. While hiking a trail, asking a voice assistant where to turn would be quicker than stopping to pull up a map. While visiting a museum, it'd be neat if a voice assistant could give a history lesson about the painting you were looking at. Some of these applications are already being developed with new A.I. technology.



When I was testing some of the latest voice-driven products, I got a glimpse into that future. While recording a video of myself making a loaf of bread and wearing the Meta glasses, for instance, it was helpful to be able to say, "Hey, Meta, shoot a video," because my hands were full. And asking Humane's Ai Pin to dictate my to-do list was more convenient than stopping to look at my phone screen.



"While you're walking around -- that's the sweet spot," said Chris Schmandt, who worked on speech interfaces for decades at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Media Lab.



When he became an early adopter of one of the first mobile phones about 35 years ago, he recounted, people stared at him as he wandered around the M.I.T. campus talking on the phone. Now this is normal.



I'm convinced the day will come when people occasionally talk to computers when out and about -- but it will come very slowly.
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When Michael Jordan and his right-hand man, Curtis Polk, bought a NASCAR team in 2020 with the driver Denny Hamlin, they were prepared to endure short-term losses. Drivers, mechanics and a sales staff had to be hired. The Next Generation cars that were introduced in 2022 would cost top teams about $18 million a year to run before paying a driver, and their team, 23XI, had two. Paying for a new building to house the cars would cost tens of millions of dollars more.



But they believed they'd make that money back over time because NASCAR had a lot of room to grow. They predicted, accurately, that television viewership and attendance, while not returning to their numbers from a decade ago, would pick up in recent years. Sponsorships, the lifeblood of every race team, were still in demand, especially for a team owned by a basketball legend like Jordan. They also guessed that the value of the sport's broadcast rights would increase, a hunch confirmed in November, when NASCAR 
signed a seven-year, $7.7 billion deal
 with Fox, NBC, Amazon and Warner Bros. Discovery.



They are struggling to make a return on their investment, however. The main reason, they said, is NASCAR's reluctance to share more of its growing revenue with 23XI and the 15 other racing teams in the NASCAR Cup Series.



"In all partnerships, if you grow the pie, that means your business is going to continue to grow," Jordan said in an interview. "And to grow the pie, you've got to make sure everybody's healthy within the partnership. If our ownership in NASCAR is losing money and NASCAR's the only one making money, that's not a good partnership."




Michael Jordan and Curtis Polk, left, co-owners of the 23XI race team. "If our ownership in NASCAR is losing money and NASCAR's the only one making money, that's not a good partnership," Jordan said.




For more than two years, the racing teams and NASCAR have essentially been at a standstill about the financial future of the sport. In sporadic talks between the sides, NASCAR has offered a modestly larger share of its new broadcast contract to the teams. But it has balked at the teams' request that it share revenue from any future money streams like gambling, and it has refused their calls to make permanent the charters that teams must own to operate their cars.



Teams, most of which lose money each year under the current model, said that this hurt their ability to prepare for the future, scared investors away and made operations tenuous at a time when NASCAR seemed flush.



But the continuing dispute is not just about revenue. It's about competing visions for stock car racing. Will it remain popular but provincial or will it recast itself to be more like a major sports league?



NASCAR declined to make an executive available to comment for this article, but in November, Steve Phelps, NASCAR's president, said that his organization wanted "to change the paradigm for our race teams and we need to make sure our race teams are profitable, competing on the racetracks."



At a sports industry conference two weeks ago, Steve O'Donnell, NASCAR's chief operating officer, 
said that a deal
 with the teams was "very close," without elaborating.



Unlike the National Basketball Association, the National Football League and most other sports leagues, NASCAR is a privately held business that is tightly controlled by the France and Kennedy families. NASCAR is the sanctioning body for the sport, but it also owns many of the tracks where the races are held and sells its own national sponsorships and broadcast deals.



Teams are independent businesses that compete fiercely on the track and for sponsorships, which make up well more than half their revenue. Roughly 30 percent of NASCAR's broadcast revenue is also split among the teams. Teams also win shares of track purse payouts, which can bring the share up to 39 percent. Only recently have the teams had unified representation in discussions with NASCAR.



And unlike the New York Yankees or the Los Angeles Lakers, the teams are not permanent franchises. They can lose their charters if they fail to put cars on the track each week or if they perform poorly. The charters can be sold, allowing team owners to recoup some of their investments when they exit the sport. (NASCAR does not release figures on charter sales, but teams said prices had risen steadily. The most recent sale is said to have fetched $40 million.)



The charters obligate teams to enter all their cars in 
all 36 Cup races and two exhibitions
 each season. The cost of hauling cars and flying race teams around the country each week is significant. Teams also must pay fees to enter each race, buy credentials for their personnel and set up their own hospitality suites at the tracks.



"I think that the teams want to play in that playground, and if you want to play in that playground, you've got to abide by NASCAR's rules," said Tom Cotter, a former spokesman for the Charlotte Motor Speedway who also ran the country's largest motor sports management agency. "But it's worked out well for, I think, both sides. NASCAR has made a lot of money, and these teams have, until recently, made a good living."



Most race teams lose money under the current economic model, however, and they expect to collectively lose more than $200 million over the next five years if nothing changes.




NASCAR first issued charters to teams in 2016, but they expire at the end of this year.




NASCAR issued the charters to qualified teams in 2016 to give them equity that they could sell or borrow against. But they were granted for only the length of the current broadcast rights deal, which expires at end of this year. (Since 2016, 11 teams have closed, merged or gone bankrupt.) The teams said that NASCAR offered to give them a larger slice of the new broadcast deal, but would renew the charters for only seven years, the length of the upcoming broadcast contract. Polk and other team owners and executives said that the uncertainty around the charters made it hard for them to invest in their operations and that it scared off outside investors.



"Until we are all aligned and paddling the boat in the same direction, we'll never be able to reach the full potential that NASCAR has," Polk, a member of the five-man committee negotiating with NASCAR, said in an interview. "There's just a ton of money on the sidelines that wants to invest in big-time sports, and NASCAR is a big-time sport. It's not what it was in the early 2000s, but there's no reason it can't get back there again."



The teams do not seem as optimistic. They want to negotiate, "but they won't take an unacceptable deal," said Jeffrey Kessler, a leading antitrust lawyer who has represented the N.F.L. Players Association and other unions, and is now working for the NASCAR racing teams. "I was hired to help them think through their options."




Denny Hamlin is a co-owner of 23XI race team. 




One option was for the teams to form their own race series with all the top racers and owners. If NASCAR tried to impede their access to racetracks, Kessler said, "they open themselves up to antitrust violations."



Jonathan Marshall, the executive of the Race Team Alliance, an advocacy group for the teams, said that the teams would much rather reach a fair deal with NASCAR that gave them more of a stake in the sport's future. The teams are not asking for part of income that NASCAR already has, like ticket sales at the tracks, he said. But getting a cut of future revenue would encourage them to invest in their cars and facilities.



Permanent charters would also help teams attract outside investors, who could help defray the costs of running the Next Generation cars.



"The Next Gen car has produced greater parity, but it is still really hard to win a Cup race and teams that consistently win in the Next Gen car tend to be the teams that spend more," Marshall said.




The newly built Airspeed facility outside Charlotte, N.C., cost 23XI tens of millions of dollars.




NASCAR said it introduced the new cars to 
level the playing field and reduce costs
. Parity on the racetrack has increased, but the cost savings have not.



Teams must 
buy most of their car parts from single suppliers
, and they had a lot of obsolete inventory that they sold for pennies on the dollar. The new parts are also less durable, lasting just four races or so, compared with the 10 races that the parts in the previous cars lasted for. The Next Gen cars have carbon fiber bodies that are more durable but cannot be repaired when damaged, unlike the metal bodies of the older cars, which could be welded and repurposed. Teams must now buy a minimum number of tires, which can cost more than a $1 million a season.



Team executives said that they appreciated all that NASCAR had done to increase the sport's visibility. There is a new video and broadcast production center outside Charlotte, and the reality series "
Full Speed" on Netflix
, which follows drivers through a season. And NASCAR has installed more remote cameras and scanners at tracks so that fans can watch and listen to their favorite drivers and their pit crews.



But these enhancements don't change the fundamentals of operating teams, owners and executives said.



"If you had permanent charters, then you could create a revenue stream, either with new investors or different types of sponsorships that would subsidize that type of variance between ownership and the league," Jordan said. "That's a big, big miss right there. If you don't correct that, this sport's going to die not because of the competition aspect, but because economically it doesn't make sense for any businesspeople."
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On a winding back road of Texas Hill Country, Shelley Duvall pulled over and lit another cigarette.



"How did you like Egypt?" she called out from the white Toyota 4Runner she spends most of her days in, and some nights, much to the chagrin of her partner, Dan Gilroy. The "Egypt" she referred to is an industrial site one passes on the way into the small town Ms. Duvall has called home for more than a decade, its piles of sand and gravel, glimpsed at speed, resembling the ancient pyramids.



She cracked a grin, revving the engine. "Next stop: Santa Fe!" she announced before vanishing down the road in a cloud of dust.



To follow Ms. Duvall, 74, on the road and in conversation, is to enter into powerfully imaginative realms. Stories that begin in a certain direction have a habit of taking the scenic route, and, occasionally, swerving excitingly off-piste. One minute she might be talking in depth about shooting the horror film "The Shining" or the high jinks from the cast on the "Popeye"
 
set, and the next she's recalling lyrics from songs -- all while retrieving crumpled headshots and cast photographs from a Ziploc bag she keeps in the SUV's glove compartment.



Because of health issues, including
 
diabetes and an injured foot that has greatly impacted her mobility ("My left one, like that Daniel Day-Lewis movie," she joked.), Ms. Duvall often stays in her 4Runner, some days driving to local nature spots, catching up with people in town and visiting drive-throughs.
 
The driver's seat is the only open space, as the interior is cluttered with takeout cartons and empty coffee cups.




Ms. Duvall has not appeared in a movie since 2002, but she is making a comeback with a film scheduled to be released this spring.




For more than two decades, Ms. Duvall's career was at a standstill.
 
Her last
 
film role had come in 2002's "Manna From Heaven," after which she retired for reasons that have remained a mystery from a varied and, by most counts, successful career as both an actor and producer. Among the most common questions that show up when you search her name these days:
 
What happened to Shelley Duvall? and Why did Shelley Duvall disappear?



This enduring curiosity
 
is unsurprising: The very act of fading into obscurity, be it voluntary or forced, is at the heart of the "Hollywood recluse" trope, used to
 
tragic effect in classic movies such as "Sunset Boulevard," and "Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?" and never ceases to intrigue.



It intrigues Shelley Duvall as well.



"I was a star; I had leading roles," she said, solemnly shaking her head.
 
She had parked in the town square for a takeout lunch -- chicken salad, quiche and sweetened iced coffee, finished off with a drag of a Parliament. She lowered her voice. "People think it's just aging, but it's not. It's violence."



Prompted to explain "violence," Ms. Duvall responded with a question:



"How would you feel if people were really nice, and then, suddenly, on a dime" -- she snapped her fingers -- "they turn on you? You would never believe it unless it happens to you. That's why you get hurt, because you can't really believe it's true."



"Everyone's always interested in downfall stories," said Mr. Gilroy, 76, her partner of more than 30 years, who helps her get in and out of her car and sometimes has to plead with her to come back into the house. His voice bore a tone of weariness in discussing the speculation and gossip that still surrounds Ms. Duvall, focusing not only on her mental health, but also her body.



"It's all over the internet: 'Look at her now' and 'You won't believe what she looks like now.' Every celebrity gets that treatment."



He has reason to feel weary, of course: In 2016, Ms. Duvall was a guest on the daytime talk show "Dr. Phil," with the rare television appearance proving to be personally disastrous. Still controversial eight years later, the episode, filmed at the local Best Western without Mr. Gilroy's knowledge -- "I found out days later from people in town that it had happened," Mr. Gilroy said -- showed Ms. Duvall in a state of distress.



"I'm very sick. I need help," Ms. Duvall told Dr. Phil in one
 
clip. He responded: "Well, that's why I'm here."



The episode was titled "A Hollywood Star's Descent Into Mental Illness: Saving The Shining's Shelley Duvall."
 
Wide-eyed, Ms. Duvall went on to utter a slew of bizarre statements, such as claiming to be receiving messages from a "shapeshifting" Robin Williams, who had died two years before, and talking about malevolent forces who were out to do her harm. While the show's stated aim was one of empowerment and destigmatizing mental illness, many, including Mr. Kubrick's daughter Vivian, publicly criticized the show for being exploitative and sensationalist.



Although the episode never aired in full, the damage was done
. 
It led to questions regarding her mental state, and she withdrew further into herself.



"It did nothing for her," said Mr. Gilroy, of the show. "It just put her on the map as an oddity."



'The Female Buster Keaton'



Ms. Duvall, born in Fort Worth in 1949 to Robert and Bobbie Duvall, who worked in law and real estate, had a performative streak. Growing up the oldest and only daughter of four children, Ms. Duvall had always been headstrong.



"I was in a choir once and the person next to me was singing really off key and I couldn't stand it. I had to ask to stand near someone else," she said with a smile.



While Ms. Duvall lacked formal training, or certain qualities you might expect of a traditional leading lady, her rawness worked to her advantage. For one thing, she didn't look or carry herself like a classic Hollywood starlet. She brought an energy to her roles that jarred with the studied naturalism that was the acting style at the time, her voice had a beguiling singsong quality to it, and she had a talent for improvisation.



While these days it is rare for actresses to show their age on or off screen, Ms. Duvall has aged naturally. With her fine gray hair coaxed into three bright scrunchies on top of her head, and, in a faded pink tracksuit, the Ms. Duvall of today cuts a strikingly different figure to the waif who bewitched filmgoers throughout the '70s and '80s. 



But her smile is still expressive and kind, her wispy eyebrows often arching to emphasize certain points, to make the listener laugh and win them over. She has an almost cartoonish physicality, with doleful eyes and a goofy humor. This was the woman who once dated Paul Simon and Ringo Starr and worked with some of the era's most famous
 
directors: Robert Altman, Terry Gilliam and Mr. Kubrick, among them. Her sharp fashion sense -- miniskirts, winklepickers, spidery eyelashes -- earned her the nickname "Texas Twiggy."




In 1970, Ms. Duvall made a stunning debut alongside Bud Cort in Robert Altman's "Brewster McCloud."





Ms. Duvall lived the life of a celebrity in the 1970s and 1980s, dating Paul Simon and going out on the town with actresses like Carrie Fisher.




What made her so captivating then (the film critic Pauline Kael called her the "female Buster Keaton") still exists: a raw honesty, an intuitive quality and a winsome Texas drawl.



"I remember, on 'Saturday Night Live,'" Mr. Gilroy said, "they did a joke in which they were in some kind of room and you could hear the neighbors right through the wall, and one of the lines was, "These walls are thinner than Shelley Duvall!"



Her disappearance wasn't, as it had been rumored
,
 born of a protracted breakdown caused years before 
by her treatment on the set of "The Shining.
" In fact, she continues to have only good things to say about that intense yearlong shoot in London and her admiration for Mr. Kubrick
.
 Instead, the pause may be more accurately, though not definitively, attributed to the emotional impact of two events: the 
1994 Northridge earthquake
, which damaged her Los Angeles home, and the stressful toll of one of her brothers falling ill, which prompted her return to her native Texas three decades ago.



It could also equally be attributed to the curse of fame: It isn't enough to 
be
 famous; one must continuously stoke the fire. Leave it for too long, especially if you begin to "age out" as a woman in the industry, and a career will wane.



In 1982, two years after "The Shining" made her a household name,
 
Ms. Duvall started her own production company, Platypus (and, later, another called Think Entertainment), creating television shows for children, most notably "Faerie Tale Theatre." Each episode boasted an all-star cast: Robin Williams, Christopher Reeve, Carol Kane, Bud Cort, Bernadette Peters, and Mick Jagger, among them. The overall effect was one of baroque fun, or as Time magazine
 
proclaimed, it offered "a hip, witty twist to storybook classics."



"It's like being a captain of a ship -- you have to steer it in the right direction," she said of producing. Her eyes lit up as she spoke about that fertile creative time, and the painstaking levels of research she undertook for each project.



"I had great people to work with, and of course I got Robert Altman to direct an episode," she said. "He was always there for me."



Never intending to become an actor, Ms. Duvall said she owed her career to Mr. Altman, the acclaimed director who cast her in her first role in his 1970 dark comedy "Brewster McCloud," after she met two of his producers at a party when she was 20.




"He was real fatherly," Ms. Duvall said of Robert Altman, the director who discovered her.




"He was real fatherly," she said of Mr. Altman. "Sometimes too much so. He was like the old lady who lived in the shoe, who had too many children she didn't know what to do, you know?"



The pair became close friends and would go on to collaborate on seven movies including "Nashville," "Thieves Like Us" (where, incidentally, Ms. Duvall picked up her smoking habit), "McCabe & Mrs. Miller," "Popeye" and "3 Women," for which Ms. Duvall won the 1977 Best Actress Award at Cannes.



"I thought: 
boy
, if it's
 this
 easy, why doesn't everybody act?" she said.



'I like the way you cry'



After more than two decades,
 
Ms. Duvall is set to make a return to movies this spring in "The Forest Hills."



Ms. Duvall plays Mama, the mother of Rico
 
(Chiko Mendez), a man who, according to the film's logline, is "tormented by nightmarish visions after enduring head trauma." The film also features Edward Furlong ("Terminator 2"), another actor who has spent a long time away from the spotlight.



Taking her restricted mobility into consideration, the crew traveled to Texas
 
from their main location in upstate New York on three occasions, so that Ms. Duvall could perform her scenes from home. There was a lot of technical problem-solving
. 
For instance, her wheelchair, which Ms. Duvall uses when she isn't in the car, became part of the story. When asked how she came to be involved in the project, Ms. Duvall shrugged
:
 "I wanted to act again. And then this guy kept calling, and so I wound up doing it."



If the crew had any qualms working with Ms. Duvall, they were immediately soothed. "She was able to bring her acting abilities to the table and deliver her lines and bring the character of Mama to life," the director Scott Goldberg, for whom this will be his third feature, said on a recent phone call. "She was one hundred percent a natural. It was as if time never passed."



Ms. Duvall mused: "If you ever do a horror film, other horror films are going to come to you, no matter what you do."



"The Shining," though, would become one of the most iconic in the genre. Mr. Kubrick was inspired to cast her in his film after seeing her in Mr. Altman's "3 Women."



"He said: 'I like the way you cry.'"



Though the shoot was grueling -- Mr. Kubrick is known for demanding his actors do hundreds of takes for each scene -- she has fond memories of the experience.
 
Mr. Kubrick and Ms. Duvall would play chess during breaks, and the crew would sit around smoking cigarettes and eating Big Macs.




For many people, Ms. Duvall's career was defined by her highly emotional role in "The Shining," in which she starred alongside Jack Nicholson.




She recalled how shocked she was when she saw the final cut. "There were scenes I didn't watch being filmed. You know that scene with the two little girls at the end of the hallway, and then they step apart? And you see what's behind them? That was scary, very scary."



Critics at the time picked her performance apart, and she was nominated for a Razzie award for worst actress. But something in the authenticity of her reactions, her otherworldliness, resonated with audiences.



"You forget that she's acting," said Nathan Abrams, a professor of film studies at Bangor University and the co-author of a new biography on Mr. Kubrick. "It's a fantastic performance. Shelley goes through a range of emotions: loving mother, doting wife, and then that scared partner. I think Kubrick clearly saw that ability in that range, and then coached that performance out of her."



"When it comes to horror you really have to strip away everything, and give your soul and really be present," said the actress Felissa Rose, Ms. Duvall's co-star in "The Forest Hills," who is best known for starring in the 1983 cult slasher classic "Sleepaway Camp."



Ms. Rose added: "We're talking about people who are truly ready to unleash their truth, and those people are fun to watch -- and that's exactly what she gave in 'The Shining.'"



When asked for her thoughts about Ms. Duvall's disappearance, Ms. Rose said, "A lot of people in this industry put up walls, or say, 'You're Teflon!' or 'You have a thick skin!' you know, have a facade. And she walked in with authenticity and truth, and that's hard."



This vulnerability and openness, perhaps even naivete, made her particularly susceptible to mistreatment. Into the '80s, the types of roles Ms. Duvall was getting shifted. No longer the young, willowy ingenue, she was cast in more mature roles. In a sense she had moved on, by producing television shows, with built-in acting opportunities within those.



Following the success of her shows "Faerie Tale Theatre" and "Bedtime Stories," she produced the 1990 Disney television musical "Mother Goose Rock 'n' Rhyme," where she met and fell in love with Mr. Gilroy, a musician and member of the group Breakfast Club, who composed and performed some of the soundtrack.



The couple has lived in a rustic
 
one-story house surrounded by fields for over a decade.
 
"It's a little oasis for us," Mr. Gilroy said.



Indeed, it's an isolated but serene setup: Mr. Gilroy's paintings-in-progress stand on easels in the living room, while old framed photographs of Mr. Gilroy and Ms. Duvall smiling affectionately at each other glint on the mantle above the stone
 
fireplace. Scattered around are piles of fan mail.




Far from Hollywood, Ms. Duvall now spends her time in a small Texas town. 




"It was great, all those years in L.A., really terrific," said Mr. Gilroy. "And when we moved, after the earthquake, it was terrific in Texas. Things went downhill when she started becoming afraid of things, maybe didn't want to work. It's really hard to pin it on any one thing."



Ms. Duvall, once praised for her great imagination, was now being haunted by it. "She became paranoid and just kind of delusional, thinking she was being attacked," said Mr. Gilroy. "She tried to make calls to the F.B.I., and asked our neighbor to protect us."



"It was just shocking that, suddenly, from normal, it went south like that," he added.



'Hello, I'm Shelley Duvall'



Despite her decades' long disappearance, Ms. Duvall's filmography has thrived. Instagram users regularly source new Shelley material from an apparently bottomless archival trove.



"Hello, I'm Shelley Duvall," a line Ms. Duvall would utter as she presented each episode of "Faerie Tale Theatre," is sampled ad nauseam in posts. Yet there are no books, no documentaries, no star on the Walk of Fame. Seemingly dismissed and forgotten
 
by the filmmaking establishment, she has become a cult figure for the quirky, the alternative and the misunderstood -- and they seem to want to protect her, and her legacy, making their own 
podcasts
 and films.



"I think she's pretty relatable, like, she kind of came from nothing," said Sarah Lukowski, 23, an Austin-based copywriter who runs a popular 
Instagram account
 devoted to all things Shelley Duvall. 



Ms. Lukowski became enthralled with Ms. Duvall after watching "The Shining" for the first time in 2016. "It's her unique look: the big eyes and oversized teeth and her offbeat personality -- she reminded me a lot of myself."




Among the top moments of Ms. Duvall's career came in 1977 when she won Best Actress at the Cannes Film Festival for her role in the movie "3 Women."




The pair now meet up every few months and Ms. Lukowski has become friends with fellow Shelley fans too.



"She was such an enigmatic force," Ms. Lukowski continued. "I mean there are actors today like Anya Taylor-Joy and Mia Goth who have similar features and acting styles, but there'll never be another Shelley, you know?"



This wave of new fans is something Ms. Duvall finds hard to fathom. She seems to straddle between disappointment and a sense of betrayal toward an industry to which she gave so much of herself and yet still misses her old life in Hollywood, when she and Mr. Gilroy hobnobbed with famous friends.



She relishes discussing her career highs, but does not elaborate when prompted to talk about the more troubled aspects of her past.



"That's so great, look at that," she said, pointing to a small dog being carted along the sidewalk in a baby stroller. "Thank goodness for comic relief, right? Do you know that all nine dogs I brought down from L.A. died on that street over there?"



Pets have always been a big part of Ms. Duvall's life and she currently has three parrots, a few cats and a geriatric mutt called Puppy. Passing by a field of thin-looking donkeys on the way home, Ms. Duvall often stops to feed them a couple of slices of sandwich bread through the wire fence. Her innate connection to the natural world lends to a sense of wonderment.



As she drove home, Ms. Duvall's
 
hand would occasionally trail out of the window, holding a smoldering cigarette, motioning over to roadkill or comically snapping like a beak.



Sometimes she disappeared from view entirely.




Ms. Duvall's comeback came together in a straightforward way. "I wanted to act again," she said. "And then this guy kept calling, and so I wound up doing it."





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/25/style/shelley-duvall.html
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Jessica Pratt's Timeless Folk Music Is Evolving. Slowly.



The singer and songwriter has a delicate, vintage aesthetic that matches her cautious approach to her work. Her fourth album, "Here in the Pitch," is out Friday.




Jessica Pratt's new album, "Here in the Pitch," has roots in the history lurking beneath Los Angeles, her home since 2013.




By Quinn Moreland


Apr 30, 2024


Jessica Pratt
's new album, "Here in the Pitch," begins with a
 
vintage drum beat, a gently strummed guitar and a lot of vibey room tone -- the kind that recalls a wood-paneled studio from 60 years ago. "The chances of a lifetime might be hiding their tricks up my sleeve," she sings on 
"Life Is,"
 in an enchanting melody that rises and falls with ease. "Time is time is time again."



Pratt is 37, and over three albums since 2012, she has become known for seemingly bending time. "A friend of a friend was stunned to find out that Jessica is a modern artist," Matt McDermott,
 
Pratt's partner and collaborator, said over the phone. "He was convinced that she was a lost private press folk artist from the '60s or '70s."



"The fact that she's hung around a lot of record stores and is very into the texture and atmospherics of older music means that her stuff appears somewhat anachronistic," McDermott added, amused. "There's that boomer saying, 'They don't make songs like they used to,' but Jessica's music argues that you actually can."




"If you feel like you're always fighting against yourself in order to achieve your goals, you are conscious of time passing because everything feels very belabored, artistically," Pratt said.




On a rainy March day in New York, Pratt strolled in the Queens Museum and discussed how "Here in the Pitch," due Friday, has roots in the history lurking beneath another city: Los Angeles, her home since 2013.



"If you want to get metaphysical about it, it's layers of human experience that may still be reverberating," she said, thinking about the prehistoric ooze that burbles under Wilshire Boulevard. "That is absolutely the lens through which I see my reality every day, as swimming through these unseen layers of history and energy."



Slight and blond, Pratt was wrapped in a shaggy coat atop a slinky black suit. Though she has stopped embellishing her large eyes with industrial-strength liner, even Pratt's au naturel
 
look tempted the notion that she somehow does have one foot in a retro netherworld. In conversation as in song, she has something of an obsession with time, which she posits could be a result of her writing process: "If you feel like you're always fighting against yourself in order to achieve your goals, you are conscious of time passing because everything feels very belabored, artistically."




"Quiet Signs" from 2019 was filled with sparse guitar, rich textures and tape hiss, and was Pratt's first time working in a studio. 




Pratt grew up in Redding, a small Northern California city
 
with a complicated relationship to 
Christianity
 and 
conservative
 politics. Her family was comparatively freewheeling: Her mother, who raised her, was an astrologer and music obsessive. Pratt began writing songs as soon as she learned a few rudimentary chords, penning impressionistic songs inspired by the Incredible String Band and Leonard Cohen on a thrift store nylon string guitar.



After high school, she moved to San Francisco, where she began performing her songs for the first time.
 
Tim Presley, a prolific California musician and artist, heard a few of her recordings and founded a label to release what would become Pratt's namesake 2012 debut. "Part of me was surprised that he was into it," Pratt said. "But that's maybe typical for me to be very self-critical."



Shortly before the record's release, as Pratt's relationship of seven years was disintegrating, her mother died of a sudden illness. With little anchoring her to San Francisco, she packed up for Los Angeles. It was a rough landing.




"I'm very specific about what needs to be done, probably to a degree that is difficult for those around me," Pratt said. "It's like striving toward perfect imperfection, it's all instinct."




Pratt spent her first months alone, recording her next album, "On Your Own Love Again," from her bedroom while living modestly off savings and a publishing deal. That 2015 album's breakout single, 
"Back, Baby,"
 remains a balm for the brokenhearted nearly a decade later; the pop singer Troye Sivan sampled it on his 2023 album, "Something to Give Each Other," and 
gushed in a Guardian interview
 that Pratt's voice "could have existed forever." The album's double-tracked vocals and enveloping warmth cast melancholic solitude in a romantic glow. But the reality was that Pratt's isolation wasn't good for her physical and emotional health, and she spiraled downward.



By mid-2016, on the verge of a breakdown and struggling to write, Pratt decided to return to San Francisco. A whirlwind romance with McDermott, a former co-worker at Amoeba Music, shook her out of her stupor.
 
She dedicated herself to "Quiet Signs," her 2019 album, which she described in retrospect as "having to do with daily tragedies of trying to survive your own mind. It feels very whispery and ethereal in a way that I can't necessarily relate to now."



"Quiet Signs" was filled with
 
sparse guitar, rich textures and
 
tape hiss, and was Pratt's first time working in a studio. She was curious to expand her sound, however modestly, and approached the process with an open mind. "There was more conscious intention," she said, "not just the sheer impulse to make music."



Eager to reunite with Al Carlson, who produced "Quiet Signs" with her, Pratt started working on a new series of songs that were influenced by the Beach Boys' "Pet Sounds" and the music of the '60s group the Walker Brothers. "I've always been very interested in that micro era of '60s pop music where the production is atmospheric like a snow globe," she said.




"Experimenting with sound in the studio with instruments and players never felt appropriate for my music until this time," Pratt said. "Even a little woodblock was a big change."




Carlson said he noticed a change in Pratt's intentions. "'Quiet Signs' was trying to tap into the old world that she had created in the past while slightly looking forward," he said in an interview. "She was more confident in exploring new directions on this one, even if that meant leaving a lot of stuff on the cutting-room floor."



Pratt began writing "Here in the Pitch" in early 2020 amid the heightened anxiety of the pandemic, and fueled her fascination with its themes of fear and power by reading books about Charles Manson and watching films with complex antagonists, like "No Country for Old Men." "I've always been interested in the dark side of things," she said somewhat wryly.



Pratt described herself as a "rather anxious person," yet carried herself with a quiet reserve that never registered as awkward; she seemed open, though proved elusive in retrospect. During our time at the museum, she used her phone only once, to snap a photo of a souvenir yo-yo from the 1964 World's Fair that shares a name with one of her new songs, the elegant "World on a String."



"Here in the Pitch" is sequenced like the sun creeping across the notorious Spahn Ranch. Early tracks like "Life Is" and the bossa nova-tinged "Better Hate" possess an unsettling cheerfulness bordering on delusion, then the album descends into an uneasy twilight where fear is a shadowy companion. Its closer, "The Last Year," is a curtain call with a cautiously optimistic chorus: "I think it's gonna be fine/I think we're gonna be together/And the story line goes forever."



"Of all the songs on the record, it's probably the most personal," Pratt said. "The most me coming through lyrically and emotionally."



McDermott, who has played keys with Pratt since "Quiet Signs" and contributed production on the new LP, said her devotion to her music is always paramount: "Jessica arrived in the city and holed up. We were there for two months, and she was rarely seen outside of the studio. Friends of ours were like, 'I haven't seen Jessica yet.'"








The sessions, spread out over two years, incorporated a cast of musicians beyond Pratt's inner circle for the first time, including the percussionist Mauro Refosco and the bassist Spencer Zahn. "Experimenting with sound in the studio with instruments and players never felt appropriate for my music until this time," Pratt said. "Even a little woodblock was a big change."



Every new detail, however modest, required time to find its proper place within Pratt's increasingly widescreen vision. "I'm very specific about what needs to be done, probably to a degree that is difficult for those around me," she said. "It's like striving toward perfect imperfection, it's all instinct."



"For better or worse," she added, "it's always drawing blood from a stone."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/30/arts/music/jessica-pratt-here-in-the-pitch.html
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Essay



Why the World Still Needs Immanuel Kant



Unlike in Europe, few in the United States will be celebrating the philosopher's 300th birthday. But Kant's writing shows that a free, just and moral life is possible -- and that's relevant everywhere.



By Susan Neiman


Apr 17, 2024


When I arrived in Berlin in 1982, I was writing a dissertation on Kant's conception of reason. It was thrilling to learn that the apartment I'd sublet turned out to be located near Kantstrasse, though at the time I wondered in frustration: Why was there no James Street -- Henry or William -- in the Cambridge, Mass., I'd left behind; no streets honoring Emerson or Eliot? Were Americans as indifferent to culture as snooty Europeans supposed? It didn't take long before I, too, could walk down Kantstrasse and turn right on Leibniz without a thought.



It's harder to ignore the way Germany, like other European nations, sets aside entire years to honor its cultural heroes. This century has already seen an 
Einstein Year
, a 
Beethoven Year
, a 
Luther Year
 and a 
Marx Year
, each commemorating some round-numbered anniversary of the hero in question. Federal and local governments provide considerable sums for events that celebrate the thinkers in question and debate their contemporary relevance.



Years before Immanuel Kant's 300th birthday on April 22, 2024, the Academy of Science in Berlin, to which he once belonged, organized a conference to begin preparations for his tercentennial. A second conference published a report of the proceedings, but when I urged colleagues to use the occasion to create programs for a wider audience, I was met with puzzled silence. Reaching a wider audience is not a talent philosophy professors normally cultivate, but conversations with other cultural institutions showed this case to be especially thorny.



It wasn't just uneasiness about celebrating "another dead white man," as one museum director put it. The problems became deeper as the zeitgeist changed. "
Immanuel Kant: A European Thinker
" was a good title for that conference report in 2019, when Brexit seemed to threaten the ideal of European unification Germans supported. Just a few years later, "European" has become a slur. At a time when the Enlightenment is regularly derided as a Eurocentric movement designed to support colonialism, who feels comfortable throwing a yearlong birthday party for its greatest thinker?



Nonetheless, this year's ceremonies 
will officially commence on April 22
 with a speech by Chancellor Scholz and a memorial lunch that has taken place on the philosopher's birthday every year since 1805. Two days earlier, President Frank-Walter Steinmeier of Germany will open an exhibit at the presidential palace devoted to Kant's writing on peace.



The start of the year saw special Kant editions of four prominent German magazines. A 
Kant movie made for television
 premiered on March 1, and another is in production. Four exhibits on Kant and the Enlightenment will open in Bonn, Luneburg, Potsdam and Berlin. The conferences will be numerous, including one organized by the Divan, Berlin's house for Arab culture.



But why celebrate the Kant year at all?



The philosopher's occasional autobiographical remarks provide a clue to the answer. As the son of a saddle maker, Kant would have led a workman's life himself, had a pastor not suggested the bright lad deserved some higher education. He came to love his studies and to "despise the common people who knew nothing," until "Rousseau set me right," he wrote. Kant rejected his earlier elitism and declared his philosophy would restore the rights of humanity -- otherwise they would be more useless than the work of a common laborer.



Chutzpah indeed. The claim becomes even more astonishing if you read a random page of his texts. How on earth, you may ask, are human rights connected with proving our need to think in categories like "cause" or "substance?" The question is seldom raised, and the autobiographical remarks usually ignored, for traditional readings of Kant focus on his epistemology, or theory of knowledge.



Before Kant, it's said, philosophers were divided between Rationalists and Empiricists, who were concerned about the sources of knowledge. Does it come from our senses, or our reason? Can we ever know if anything is real? By showing that knowledge requires sensory experience as well as reason, we're told, Kant refuted the skeptics' worry that we never know if anything exists at all.



All this is true, but it hardly explains why the poet Heinrich Heine found Kant more ruthlessly revolutionary than Robespierre. Nor does it explain why Kant himself said only pedants care about that kind of skepticism. Ordinary people do not fret over the reality of tables or chairs or billiard balls. They do, however, wonder if ideas like freedom and justice are merely fantasies. Kant's main goal was to show they are not.



The point is often missed, because Kant was as bad a writer as he was a great philosopher. By the time he finishes proving the existence of the objects of ordinary experience and is ready to show how they differ from ideas of reason, the semester is nearly over. Long-windedness is not, however, the only reason his work is often misinterpreted. Consider the effects of a bad review.



Had Kant died before his 57th birthday, he'd be remembered by a few scholars for some short, early texts. He withdrew from writing them in 1770 to conceive and compose his great "Critique of Pure Reason
."
 After what scholars call his "silent decade," Kant pulled the text together in six months and finally published in 1781. For a year and a half, Kant waited for responses. When one finally appeared, it was a hatchet job accusing him of being a Berkeleyan solipsist: someone who denies the existence of ordinary objects.



Any author can imagine Kant's dismay, and most likely his rage. In haste to refute the distortion of his life's work, Kant wrote a second edition of the "Critique of Pure Reason," and more fatefully, the "Prolegomena
." 
Since the latter is much shorter than the main book, it's read far more often, and this has skewed the interpretation of Kant's work as a whole. If the major problem of philosophy were proving the world's existence, then Kant surely solved it. (Richard Rorty
 
argued that he did, and that philosophy has little more to offer.)



In fact Kant was driven by a question that still plagues us: Are ideas like freedom and justice utopian daydreams, or are they more substantial? Their reality can't be proven like that of material objects, for those ideas make entirely different claims on us -- and some people are completely impervious to their claims. Could philosophy show that acting morally, if not particularly common, is at least possible?



A stunning thought experiment answers that question in his next book, the "Critique of Practical Reason
." 
Kant asks us to imagine a man who says temptation overwhelms him whenever he passes "a certain house." (The 18th century was discreet.) But if a gallows were constructed to insure the fellow would be hanged upon exiting the brothel, he'd discover he can resist temptation very well. All mortal temptations fade in the face of threats to life itself.



Yet the same man would hesitate if asked to condemn an innocent man to death, even if a tyrant threatened to execute him instead. Kant always emphasized the limits of our knowledge, and none of us know if we would crumble when faced with death or torture. Most of us probably would. But all of us know what we 
should
 do in such a case, and we know that we 
could
.



This experiment shows we are radically free. Not pleasure but justice can move human beings to deeds that overcome the deepest of animal desires, the love of life. We want to determine the world, not only to be determined by it. We are born and we die as part of nature, but we feel most alive when we go beyond it: To be human is to refuse to accept the world we are given.



At the heart of Kant's metaphysics stands the difference between the way the world is and the way the world ought to be. His thought experiment is an answer to those who argue that we are helpless in the face of pleasure and can be satisfied with bread and circuses -- or artisanal chocolate and the latest iPhone. If that were true, benevolent despotism would be the best form of government.



But if we long, in our best moments, for the dignity of freedom and justice, Kant's example has political consequences. It's no surprise he thought the French Revolution confirmed our hopes for moral progress -- unlike the followers of his predecessor David Hume, who thought it was dangerous to stray from tradition and habit.



This provides an answer to contemporary critics whose reading of Kant's work focuses on the ways in which it violates our understanding of racism and sexism. Some of his remarks are undeniably offensive to 21st-century ears. But it's fatal to forget that his work gave us the tools to fight racism and sexism, by providing the metaphysical basis of every claim to human rights.



Kant argued that each human being must be treated as an end and not as a means -- which is why he called colonialism "evil" and congratulated the Chinese and Japanese for denying entry to European invaders. Contemporary dismissals of Enlightenment thinkers forget that those thinkers invented the concept of Eurocentrism, and urged their readers to consider the world from non-European perspectives. Montesquieu put his criticisms of French society in the mouths of fictitious Persians; Lahontan attacked European politics through dialogues with a Native American.



At a time when the advice to "be realistic" is best translated as the advice to decrease your expectations, Kant's work asks deep questions about what reality is. He insisted that when we think morally, we should abstract from the cultural differences that divide us and recognize the potential human dignity in every human being. This requires the use of our reason. Contrary to trendy views that see reason as an instrument of domination, Kant saw reason's potential as a tool for liberation.



He also argued that political and social relations must aim toward justice rather than power, however often those may be confused in practice. We've come to better understand how racism and sexism can preclude genuine universalism. Should we discard Kant's commitment to universalism because he did not fully realize it himself -- or rather celebrate the fact that we can make moral progress, an idea which Kant would wholeheartedly applaud?



In Germany, it's now common to hear that the Enlightenment was at very best ambivalent: While it may have been an age of reason, it was also an age of slavery and colonialism. This argument ignores the fact that, like progressive intellectuals everywhere, Enlightenment thinkers did not win all their battles. It also neglects the fact that they fought for them anyway, despite the risks of censorship, exile and even death.



Significantly, many contemporary intellectuals from formerly colonized countries reject those arguments. Thinkers like the Ghanaian Ato Sekyi-Otu, the Nigerian Olufemi Taiwo, the Chilean Carlos Pena, the Brazilian Francisco Bosco or the Indian Benjamin Zachariah are hardly inclined to renounce Enlightenment ideas as Eurocentric.



The problem with ideas like universal human rights is not that they come from Europe, but that they were not realized outside of it. Perhaps we should take a lesson from the Enlightenment and listen to non-Western standpoints?




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/arts/immanuel-kant-300-anniversary.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            The Front Page
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
        

      

      Business Day

      
        Senators Slam UnitedHealth's C.E.O. Over Cyberattack
        Several lawmakers questioned whether the company had become so large -- with tentacles in every aspect of the nation's medical care -- that the effects of the hack were outsize.

      

      
        How Supplement Stores Are Trying to Tap Into the Ozempic Boom
        GNC and the Vitamin Shoppe are redesigning displays and taking other steps to appeal to people who are taking or are interested in drugs like Ozempic and Wegovy.

      

      
        Republicans Call on NPR's C.E.O. to Testify About Political Bias Accusations
        Katherine Maher, the radio network's new chief executive, has been in the spotlight since an editor published an essay accusing the organization of leftward-leaning bias.

      

      
        Unruly Passenger Must Pay United Airlines $20,638 for Disrupting Flight
        The man had been "verbally and physically aggressive" on a United flight from London to Newark, prompting the plane to land in Bangor, Maine, prosecutors said.

      

      
        Same-Store Sales at Starbucks Drop, Pushing Revenue Down 1.8%
        After the chain's quarterly earnings missed Wall Street's estimates, its shares fell more than 12 percent in after-hours trading.

      

      
        Johnson & Johnson Proposes $6.5 Billion in New Talc Settlement Offer
        The offer is the company's third attempt to resolve tens of thousands of claims that its baby powder caused ovarian cancer and mesothelioma.

      

      
        Collusion in Health Care Pricing? Regulators Are Asked to Investigate
        A data analytics firm has helped big health insurers cut payments to doctors, raising concerns about possible price fixing.

      

      
        Truth Social Co-Founder Says Trump Nearly Derailed Deal That Led to Market Windfall
        Andy Litinsky, who helped start the former president's social media company, revealed Mr. Trump's last-minute doubts about an agreement that made them all very wealthy.

      

      
        U.S. Imposes Sanctions on Chinese Companies for Aiding Russia's War Effort
        The penalties came after top Biden administration officials warned China not to help Moscow restock its arsenal to attack Ukraine.

      

      
        Biden Cancels $6.1 Billion in Debt for Former Art Institute Students
        The announcement covers 317,000 former students and marks another step in the administration's student loan relief efforts.

      

      
        Job Openings and Hiring Are at a 3-Year Ebb
        March data showed a cooling labor market, but layoffs remain low. The overall trend is likely to be welcomed by Federal Reserve policymakers.

      

      
        
          	
            The Front Page
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Senators Slam UnitedHealth's C.E.O. Over Cyberattack



Several lawmakers questioned whether the company had become so large -- with tentacles in every aspect of the nation's medical care -- that the effects of the hack were outsize.




Andrew Witty, the chief executive of UnitedHealth Group, acknowledged before the Senate Finance Committee that hackers had found a weakness in its cybersecurity that forced the shutdown of a vast billing and payments system.




By Reed Abelson and Noah Weiland


May 01, 2024


In a tense Senate hearing on Wednesday, lawmakers sharply criticized UnitedHealth Group's handling of the cyberattack that paralyzed the U.S. health care system, citing the failure of its security systems and the potential disclosure of sensitive medical information of millions of Americans.



Democratic and Republican senators questioned whether the cyberattack of Change Healthcare, which manages a third of all U.S. patient records and some 15 billion transactions a year, was so vast because UnitedHealth is too deeply embedded in nearly every aspect of the nation's medical care. UnitedHealth Group is not only the parent of Change but also the parent of the country's largest health insurer and a big pharmacy benefit manager (Optum). United also oversees nearly one in 10 doctors in the country.



"The Change hack is a dire warning about the consequences of 'too big to fail' mega-corporations gobbling up larger and larger shares of the health care system," said Senator Ron Wyden, the Oregon Democrat who is the chairman of the Finance Committee.



The U.S. health system was thrust into chaos after the Feb. 21 
attack
 on Change, which serves as a digital highway between health insurers and hospitals and doctors. Patients could not fill prescriptions, and hospitals and doctors faced a severe cash crunch because they could not be paid for their care.



UnitedHealth's chief executive, Andrew Witty, was summoned to testify before both the Senate Finance Committee and the House Energy and Commerce Committee.



On Wednesday morning, he defended the company's efforts to restore services and apologized.



"As a result of this malicious cyberattack, patients and providers have experienced disruptions and people are worried about their private health data. To all those impacted, let me be very clear: I am deeply, deeply sorry," he said.



But Mr. Witty acknowledged the lax digital security that enabled hackers to enter Change's network and conceded that United fumbled initial efforts to help cover payments for providers.



Just last week, United began to reveal that hackers did get access to some patient data, although Mr. Witty told the senators it would be quite a while before the company would have a solid grasp on how extensive that breach of patient information was.



Mr. Witty said that UnitedHealth was working with regulators to determine when and how to begin communicating with people who were affected.



"We want to try and avoid piecemeal communication," he said.



United was forced to shut Change's systems down completely for several weeks, prompting testy exchanges between senators and Mr. Witty over the pace of reimbursements to hospitals and other providers.



Mr. Witty told senators that "claims flow across the entire country is essentially back to normal." Mr. Wyden said that he had heard from providers who filed claims in February that it would take until at least June to be reimbursed.



"We can move absolutely faster than that," Mr. Witty said, asking to be put in touch with any organization that had complained to Mr. Wyden.



"Practically every provider I bump into is waiting to be paid," Mr. Wyden shot back.



Minutes later, Senator Marsha Blackburn, Republican of Tennessee, echoed Mr. Wyden, accusing Mr. Witty of presenting a "rosy" portrayal of the reimbursement process and saying that her office had been bombarded by calls from health providers waiting to be paid.




Senator Marsha Blackburn, Republican of Tennessee, accused Mr. Witty of presenting a "rosy" portrayal of the reimbursement process.




One hospital in the state had a backlog of Medicare claims equivalent to a month of revenue, Ms. Blackburn noted.



"Every day they call to get an update. Every single day they're calling. And they get the runaround every single day, repeatedly," she said. "It's like you all can't figure this out."



Mr. Witty also acknowledged that the company paid a $22 million ransom to the attackers, saying "the decision to pay a ransom was mine. This was one of the hardest decisions I've ever hard to make."



The F.B.I. and other authorities are investigating the hack.



UnitedHealth has been criticized for being circumspect about the details of the attack.



"You've been all over the map in terms of personal accountability," Mr. Wyden told Mr. Witty. "You have consistently downplayed your role in this."



Mr. Wyden said that UnitedHealth had failed to enforce the most basic kind of cybersecurity measure -- so-called multifactor authentication.



Mr. Witty said that as of Wednesday, all of UnitedHealth's "external-facing systems" were deploying that form of authentication. The company had also brought in outside groups to do additional scanning of the company's technology, he added, and had hired Mandiant, a cybersecurity firm, as an adviser.



"This is some basic stuff that was missed," Senator Thom Tillis, Republican of North Carolina, said, holding up a copy of the book "Hacking for Dummies."



The hearing gave Mr. Witty the chance to offer a more detailed timeline of the hack and the response to it.



The cybercriminals gained access to Change's systems on Feb. 12, nine days before UnitedHealth realized it needed to shut them down. Mr. Witty emphasized that the company quickly prevented the attack from spreading beyond Change to the parent company or any of its other units, like Optum or the health insurer. "We contained the blast range just to Change," he said.



Mr. Witty also argued the vulnerability of the health care system to hacks goes way beyond United, which he said repeals an attempted intrusion every 70 seconds alone. He said that because United only acquired the Change system 18 months ago, it had been unable to fully revamp Change's "legacy technologies" that made it vulnerable to the hack.



Mr. Witty said at a different point in the hearing that he was sympathetic to providers who were reluctant to use Change again.



"The reason why it's taken longer than you might expect to recover is we've literally built this platform back from scratch, so that we can reassure people that there are not elements of the old attacked environment within the new technology," he said.



United's acquisition of the Change network in 2022 was held up by some senators as an example of mass consolidation in the health care industry. The Justice Department, which oversees health insurers, tried to block United's purchase of Change, but failed to persuade a federal judge that the deal was anticompetitive.



Senator Elizabeth Warren, Democrat of Massachusetts, labeled UnitedHealth "a monopoly on steroids," noting more than once that it was the 11th largest company in the world.



She accused United of taking advantage of the chaos created by the hack to acquire even more doctors' practices, saying it now oversaw one in 10 of the nation's doctors.



Mr. Witty disputed her claims, pointing to sectors where United did not do business. "Despite our size, we own no hospitals in America and no drug manufacturers," he said.
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How Supplement Stores Are Trying to Tap Into the Ozempic Boom



GNC and the Vitamin Shoppe are redesigning displays and taking other steps to appeal to people who are taking or are interested in drugs like Ozempic and Wegovy.




GNC is dedicating a wall of supplements in its more than 2,300 stores that is curated to appeal to people on GLP-1 drugs.




By Jordyn Holman


Apr 29, 2024


As diabetes and weight-loss drugs like Ozempic and Wegovy took off in the last few years, many people turned away from established diet and nutrition products.



Now, two retailers that specialize in nutritional supplements -- GNC and the Vitamin Shoppe -- are trying new approaches to win over people who are taking those drugs or who are interested in them.



GNC is dedicating a wall of supplements in its more than 2,300 stores to products that it believes will appeal to people on Ozempic, which contains the compound semaglutide, and other drugs that are known as GLP-1 medicines. The chain is also training workers to help customers assess which substances could help them manage common side effects of those prescription drugs.



Michael Costello, chief executive of GNC, said his company saw a "big opening" in helping individuals taking such drugs for weight loss.



"As we were looking at the trends with folks, where people are going, Ozempic and obviously Wegovy and other GLP-1s started blowing up," Mr. Costello said in an interview. "We saw there were significant side effects for a lot of those drugs."



It's not clear exactly how many Americans are taking Ozempic and similar drugs for weight loss, but Mr. Costello referred to a 
study from Goldman Sachs
 that estimates up to 70 million Americans will have tried the medicines by 2028.



GNC thinks it can expand its weight-management category through this push. Currently, less than 10 percent of GNC's business comes from its weight-management products, but recently, it said, sales in the category have grown more than 20 percent.



Retailers, food and other companies are all trying to figure out how Ozempic and similar drugs will hurt or help their businesses and what, if anything, they should be doing in response.



In October, Walmart, which has a sizable pharmacy business, said it had seen that people taking GLP-1 drugs bought slightly less food than other customers. The month before, an executive at Nestle, the world's largest food company, expressed optimism about consumers turning to its Lean Cuisine meals, which is "exactly what you'd end up eating on these kind of drugs." And the fitness club chains Life Time Fitness and Equinox are 
offering
 training programs tailored to people on the medications.



GNC executives said they had assembled more than 20 products that could be used to treat common side effects like occasional fatigue, nutrient deficiency, reduced bone density and loss of muscle mass. It was already selling some of these products, but others are new to the retailer. The supplements include women's once-daily multivitamins, ginger root capsules and a chocolate lean shake. On the wall, signs list side effects alongside shelves of supplements that can alleviate them.



None of the supplements that GNC has in its reconfigured store were specifically made for or clinically tested on users of the new weight-loss drugs. Medical experts say most people can get all the nutrients they need from a well-balanced diet. In addition, experts say some supplements may not be effective and could cause their own side effects.



"Most patients will not need any supplements," said Dr. Maria Daniela Hurtado Andrade, an assistant professor at the Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Fla., whose research focuses on reducing obesity. She also treats patients who take GLP-1 medications.



Executives at the retail chains said they had curated the assortment in their displays after consulting external doctors, toxicologists, nutritionists and other professionals.



"All recommendations GNC is making for GLP-1 support align with the scientific substantiation, outcome of our consultations with doctors and review of credentialed professionals' positions on this topic," Rachel Jones, GNC's chief product innovation and science officer, said in statement.




There have not been any significant trials on the effectiveness of supplements to easing the discomforts that come with using Ozempic and similar drugs.




Some retailers have gone a step further. The Vitamin Shoppe has teamed up with WellSync, a telehealth company that fulfills prescriptions of GLP-1 medications. It is the first time the Vitamin Shoppe, which started in 1977, has worked with another business to offer customers a pharmaceutical option -- a sign of how seriously retail executives are taking Ozempic and its kin.



"
I think there's no question that we have seen people that have said, 'Hey, if this isn't something you offer, I'm going to look elsewhere,'" Lee Wright, chief executive of the Vitamin Shoppe, said in an interview.



In a Vitamin Shoppe survey of more than 1,500 customers, 40 percent of the respondents said they would be "extremely" or "very likely" to use a telehealth service that the retail chain offered. Mr. Wright said learning that some employees in his stores were already on GLP-1 drugs had helped persuade him to work with WellSync.



The Vitamin Shoppe is keeping an arm's-length distance from the evaluation and prescription process, which involves an online questionnaire of medical history and goals and in some cases a live video interview with a licensed medical provider. (One of the questions is about body mass index.) WellSync manages that process, including working with clinicians. The companies have created a subscription service called Whole Health Rx, which starts at $219.



To bring people back to the chain, the Vitamin Shoppe offers people who subscribe a $25 voucher for use in its stores or on its website.



Similar to GNC, the Vitamin Shoppe is highlighting products like protein powders at its locations to attract people on Ozempic or similar drugs. By early May, Vitamin Shoppe and its sister brand, Super Supplements, will have displays in all 700 stores advertising its telehealth partnership and providing a QR code that directs consumers to the telehealth portal.



The market for supplements related to GLP-1 is pretty new. There have not been any significant trials testing the effectiveness of such products in easing the discomforts that come with using the drugs. And some doctors say many of the common side effects from weight-loss medicines can be easily managed or diminish over time, reducing the need for long-term use of supplements.



For example, Dr. Hurtado Andrade said, instead of recommending probiotic supplements, which have live micro-organisms like bacteria, she encourages her patients to eat food that contains those micro-organisms, like yogurt or kefir. After a detailed assessment, she has, in some cases, recommended protein shakes, powders and supplements to patients who aren't consuming enough protein, she said.



"I think having that medical supervision is extremely important because we can truly mitigate, or decrease the incidence of, severe side effects that I believe could happen if patients were not closely followed," Dr. Hurtado Andrade said.



GNC and Vitamin Shoppe executives said their workers -- whom they refer to as health enthusiasts or coaches -- weren't standing in for medical professionals. The executives also said the companies' approaches and strategies had been devised in consultation with staff nutritionists.



"
We don't want our health enthusiasts to try and act," Mr. Wright at the Vitamin Shoppe said. "They're not doctors. They're not trying to give out any medical advice whatsoever."



GNC's Mr. Costello said his workers were trained to show empathy for the challenges. To that end, he has asked retail workers to watch Oprah Winfrey's 
recent special
 on Ozempic. The company has also taught them to ask "lifestyle questions" before pointing out supplements, like "What are your goals?" and "What are you currently doing to achieve your goals?"



That's all fine and good, Dr. Hurtado Andrade said, but she worries that retail workers are not as well informed as medical professionals about how to interpret and address symptoms. That requires knowing what questions should be asked, something that trained health practitioners and providers are trained to do, she said.



"
I don't think a retailer is going to have the capability of thinking of the questions that need to be asked in order to narrow that differential and understand what the diarrhea or any other side effect is related to," she said.



Those concerns, however, are unlikely to stop retailers and the makers of supplements from diving deeper into what many analysts believe is going to be a fast-growing market.



Four years ago, before Ozempic had become a blockbuster drug, Supergut, a Los Angeles-based company, started selling prebiotic supplements, which feed micro-organisms. It marketed these products, like shakes and snack bars, in part as a way to help people control their blood sugar level.



Two years ago, Supergut began highlighting the potential benefits of its products for gut health and devoted a section on its website to GLP-1 drugs.



"This is the way that we're going to connect to the consumer consciousness," Marc Washington, chief executive of Supergut, said. "We're super relevant for this time and for this Ozempic era," he added.



In the past six months, sales have quadrupled, he said. GNC is stocking Supergut on its shelves in the GLP-1 section of its stores, the first time the brand is being sold in a national chain. Mr. Washington said he was talking to other national retailers, too.
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Republicans Call on NPR's C.E.O. to Testify About Political Bias Accusations



Katherine Maher, the radio network's new chief executive, has been in the spotlight since an editor published an essay accusing the organization of leftward-leaning bias.




Katherine Maher, who joined NPR this year.




By Benjamin Mullin


May 01, 2024


Congressional Republicans on Wednesday said they had asked NPR's new chief executive, Katherine Maher, to address accusations of political bias in the radio network's journalism during a hearing next week.



A trio of Republican lawmakers --  Representatives Cathy McMorris Rodgers of Washington, Bob Latta of Ohio and Morgan Griffith of Virginia --  sent a six-page letter to Ms. Maher that notified her of an investigation into the network and requested her appearance on May 8. 



"As a taxpayer funded, public radio organization, NPR should focus on fair and objective news reporting that both considers and reflects the views of the larger U.S. population and not just a niche audience," the letter said.



The lawmakers, all  members of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, said the hearing would be held by the panel's oversight subcommittee. 



NPR declined to comment, but Ms. Maher may have a scheduling conflict. According to an agenda of NPR's upcoming board of directors meeting, Ms. Maher is scheduled to convene with NPR's board all day on May 8.



NPR has been scrutinized by conservatives in recent weeks after the publication of an essay by 
Uri Berliner
, a former senior editor at the network, who said that the network had allowed progressive politics to affect its coverage of major stories. Mr. Berliner, who has since resigned, cited the network's coverage of the Covid-19 pandemic, the investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election and Hunter Biden's laptop as examples of bias.



Mr. Berliner's essay has generated vociferous pushback from many employees at NPR, who say that many of his points were factually inaccurate. Tony Cavin, NPR's managing editor for standards, has said the network's coverage of Hunter Biden's laptop, the Covid-19 pandemic and the investigation into Russian collusion by Robert S. Mueller III, a special counsel, hewed closely to responsible coverage by other mainstream news organizations. 



Ms. Maher, who joined the network this year, has personally been targeted by conservative activists who have combed through her social media history and 
resurfaced posts
 that promoted progressive causes and critiqued former President Donald J. Trump. In one post, from 2018, Ms. Maher called Mr. Trump a "racist"; another from 2020 showed her wearing a hat with the logo of the Biden campaign.



NPR has said that Ms. Maher, the former chief executive of Wikimedia, wasn't working in news at the time she made the posts, and added that she was exercising her First Amendment right to free expression.



Over the years, Republicans have occasionally threatened to pull government money from NPR, which comes from the taxpayer-funded Corporation for Public Broadcasting. But those threats haven't resulted in any significant funding reduction for the organization, which generates much of its revenue by selling radio programming to its member stations across the United States.
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Unruly Passenger Must Pay United Airlines $20,638 for Disrupting Flight



The man had been "verbally and physically aggressive" on a United flight from London to Newark, prompting the plane to land in Bangor, Maine, prosecutors said.




A United Airlines airplane taking off from Newark Liberty International Airport in January.




By Michael Levenson


May 01, 2024


A passenger who was yelling and became physically aggressive on a United Airlines flight from London to Newark in March, prompting the crew to divert the plane to Bangor, Maine, has been ordered to pay the airline $20,638 in restitution, federal prosecutors said.



The passenger, Alexander Michael Dominic MacDonald, 30, of Chelmsford, England, was also sentenced on April 25 to time already served, prosecutors said.



Mr. MacDonald had been in custody since March 1, when he was arrested after his flight landed at Bangor International Airport. He pleaded guilty on March 22 to one count of interfering with a flight crew, a felony punishable by up to 20 years in prison.



"He apologized for his actions in court and looks forward to returning home to his family in England," Mr. MacDonald's lawyer, Matthew D. Morgan, said in an email on Tuesday.



According to an F.B.I. affidavit, about 160 passengers and 10 crew members were aboard United Airlines Flight 883, which left Heathrow Airport near London on the morning of March 1 and was headed to Newark Liberty International Airport in New Jersey.



Several hours into the flight, the purser, or lead flight attendant, heard Mr. MacDonald "arguing loudly" with his girlfriend and asked him to lower his voice, the affidavit says. He agreed to do so, but minutes later the purser found him yelling again, this time at another flight attendant, the affidavit says.



The purser tried to calm Mr. MacDonald down but he "would not listen and continued to be verbally and physically aggressive," according to the affidavit. Mr. MacDonald asked the purser if he wanted to "have a problem" and threatened to "mess up the plane," the affidavit states. He also put his hands on the purser's shoulders as he backed the purser into a corner, the document says.



With the help of another passenger, the purser restrained Mr. MacDonald in flexible handcuffs, but he "continued to be noncompliant" and the purser determined that the plane needed to land "for the safety of the crew," the affidavit states. The captain also believed that continuing to fly to Newark "was too great a risk," the affidavit states.



United Airlines said in a statement that the plane landed in Bangor so the "police could remove two disruptive customers who appeared to be intoxicated." The statement did not identify those passengers but said they had both been banned from flying on United Airlines. After the passengers were removed from the plane, it continued on to Newark.



The number of incidents involving unruly passengers on airplanes has dropped steadily since it reached record highs in 2021, when passengers returning to the skies amid the easing of coronavirus restrictions reported frequent and disruptive behavior, including many 
heated disputes over mask rules
.



In January 2021, the Federal Aviation Administration introduced a "zero-tolerance policy" regarding unruly passengers, resulting in hefty fines instead of the warning letters or counseling that were used previously. The agency said it had received 2,075 reports of unruly passengers last year, compared to 2,455 in 2022 and 5,973 in 2021.
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Same-Store Sales at Starbucks Drop, Pushing Revenue Down 1.8%



After the chain's quarterly earnings missed Wall Street's estimates, its shares fell more than 12 percent in after-hours trading.




Starbucks missed its quarterly earnings' estimates as consumers slow spending on iced coffee and other beverages.




By Julie Creswell


May 01, 2024


Throughout the Covid pandemic, various supply chain issues and high inflation, Starbucks could still count on its consumers to buy their iced oat milk lattes. But that economic certainty may be in doubt after the coffee giant reported weaker-than-expected revenue and earnings in the latest quarter.



Starbucks said on Tuesday that global revenue fell 1.8 percent, to $8.56 billion, while net earnings slid 15 percent, to $772.4 million, in the three months that ended March 31. The company's executives blamed some of the declines in the United States on poor weather and fewer customer visits to its stores.



Starbucks also lowered its revenue and earnings growth for the full year, reflecting the difficulties in the quarter. In after-hours trading, its stock was down more than 12 percent.



"In a highly challenged environment, this quarter's results do not reflect the power of our brand, our capabilities or opportunities ahead," Laxman Narasimhan, the chief executive of Starbucks, said in a statement. "It did not meet our expectations, but we understand the specific challenges and opportunities immediately in front of us."



Same-store sales in the quarter fell 3 percent in North America and 6 percent in international markets, driven by an 11 percent decline in China, where Starbucks has placed a big bet on its growth. Executives said the economic recovery in China had been "choppier" than they expected.



Throughout the pandemic and even in the postpandemic world, when many restaurants struggled with supply-chain issues and inflation, Starbucks' growth seemed unstoppable, driven by its Gen Z customers. Even as traffic at other restaurants fell as food and beverage prices climbed higher and higher, Starbucks customers remained loyal, lining up in stores and at drive-throughs.



Still, Wall Street analysts and investors have been closely monitoring trends inside the chain's stores, looking for cracks in customer visits or spending that could signal that Starbucks is not immune to a slowdown in consumer spending, particularly by lower-income individuals.



In comments to Wall Street analysts after the market closed, Mr. Narasimhan said Starbucks saw that some customers in the United States were being more careful about spending.



"If I look at the headwinds that we see in the market, particularly with the consumer and the pressures that they face, they were sharper and more accelerated than we expected," he said.



Mr. Narasimhan and other executives said they hoped to boost traffic and sales by improving supply chain issues to ensure that hot food and beverages remained available and by using its app to push personalized promotions for customers who visited its stores only occasionally.



Executives attributed the shortfall in China, where Starbucks has more than 7,000 stores and plans to keep expanding, to a decline in traffic by these occasional customers, particularly in the afternoon and evening. Executives also said the market was being shaken out by competitors in China that offered less-expensive beverages, but they said Starbucks would continue to focus on wealthier consumers willing to spend on a premium coffee and tea.
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Johnson & Johnson Proposes $6.5 Billion in New Talc Settlement Offer



The offer is the company's third attempt to resolve tens of thousands of claims that its baby powder caused ovarian cancer and mesothelioma.



By J. Edward Moreno


May 01, 2024


Johnson & Johnson said on Wednesday that it would ask tens of thousands of people suing the company over claims that its talcum powder products caused their cancer to approve a new $6.5 billion settlement, its third attempt to resolve the lawsuits.



The proposal would settle nearly all current and future claims that its talcum powder products caused ovarian cancer, the company said. Like the previous two efforts -- 
in 2021
 and 
2023
 -- the new deal will try to use an element of the bankruptcy system to settle the claims.



Judges have rejected the two previous attempts, on the grounds that bankruptcy court isn't the right venue for them. Johnson & Johnson has said it plans to appeal its most recent bankruptcy rejection up to the Supreme Court, but the company on Wednesday didn't specify why it thought the new effort would survive similar legal challenges to previous ones.



Representatives for Johnson & Johnson declined to comment beyond its announcement.



The company has been trying to end a more than a decade-long legal saga over its liability over baby powder, one of its most recognizable products, which thousands claim caused their ovarian cancer and mesothelioma because it is contaminated with asbestos. The company has long denied those claims, but has in recent years 
stopped selling talc-based baby powder worldwide.



Last year, Johnson & Johnson proposed an $8.9 billion settlement to resolve 40,000 suits through a subsidiary created in 2021 to absorb the liability from its talc powder lawsuits. The plan was to have the unit file for bankruptcy protection -- turning to the court to then disburse the settlement.



Lindsey Simon, a bankruptcy professor at Emory University School of Law, said the reason bankruptcy court was an appealing way to settle mass litigation was that it allowed a company to end cases from claimants who did not agree to its offer, and also from future claimants.



"The ability of bankruptcy law to force that 25 percent to accept a deal impacting their rights -- current and future claimants -- that's strong medicine," she said. "That's a heavy benefit that's not given lightly. Once its done there's no going back."



A judge rejected that bankruptcy request in July, saying that Johnson & Johnson was not actually in any financial distress, a key requirement for filing for bankruptcy. The first attempt to resolve the issue in bankruptcy was blocked by a judge for the same reason.



The latest settlement also depends on a Chapter 11 reorganization, by a unit called LLT Management. The company, previously known as LTL Management, was recently reincorporated in Texas, where Johnson & Johnson is poised to file, from New Jersey. Texas courts have in the past taken more lenient stances on the standard for when a company can file for bankruptcy.



Under the new proposal, claimants would have three months to vote on the plan. If 75 percent of claimants vote in favor, a "prepackaged" Chapter 11 bankruptcy will be filed.



Erik Haas, the head of litigation at Johnson & Johnson, said in the statement on Wednesday that putting the offer to the claimants avoided "the conflicting financial incentives of the small minority of plaintiff lawyers who stand to receive excessive legal fees outside of a reorganization."



Andy Birchfield, a lawyer at Beasley Allen Law Firm who represents claimants, said in a statement on Wednesday that "any bankruptcy based on this solicitation and vote will be found fraudulent and filed in bad faith under the Bankruptcy Code."
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Collusion in Health Care Pricing? Regulators Are Asked to Investigate



A data analytics firm has helped big health insurers cut payments to doctors, raising concerns about possible price fixing.




MultiPlan, a data analytics firm that works with major insurers, uses proprietary algorithms to recommend how much to pay medical providers.




By Chris Hamby


May 01, 2024


Recent revelations about a data analytics firm's role in determining medical payments have heightened concerns about possible price fixing in health care and led to a call for a federal investigation.



In a 
letter
 this week, Senator Amy Klobuchar asked federal regulators to examine whether algorithms used by the firm, MultiPlan, have helped major health insurers conspire to cut payments to doctors and leave patients with large bills. She cited a 
New York Times investigation
 last month into MultiPlan's dominance of the lucrative business of pricing out-of-network medical claims.



"Algorithms should be used to make decisions more accurate, appropriate and efficient, not to allow competitors to collude to make health care more costly for patients," Ms. Klobuchar wrote to the heads of the Justice Department's antitrust division and the Federal Trade Commission.



When patients see a medical provider outside their plan's network, insurers often send their claims to MultiPlan, which uses proprietary algorithms to recommend how much to pay. By driving down payments to providers, MultiPlan and the insurers can collect higher fees for themselves, The Times reported, but this can lead to higher bills for patients, who may get charged the unpaid balance.



UnitedHealthcare, Cigna, Aetna and other major insurers use MultiPlan's pricing recommendations, and the firm has boasted to investors that it is "deeply embedded" in its clients' claims-processing systems.



In interviews, Ms. Klobuchar, a Democrat from Minnesota, and experts in antitrust law said this arrangement could amount to price fixing: Rather than competing to offer better coverage, insurers could use the low prices recommended by MultiPlan's algorithms, knowing their competitors would likely do the same.



"This should trigger an investigation by the agencies," said Barak Orbach, a law professor at the University of Arizona. "There seems to be a really strong case."



The F.T.C. and Justice Department declined to comment, but both agencies have raised concerns in the past about similar arrangements in other industries.




"Algorithms should be used to make decisions more accurate, appropriate and efficient, not to allow competitors to collude to make health care more costly for patients," Senator Amy Klobuchar wrote in a letter to antitrust regulators.




MultiPlan did not have an immediate comment. But in legal filings, the firm has denied allegations of collusion and said that insurers are free to reject its pricing recommendations or negotiate higher payments with providers.



The firm said in a previous statement to The Times that its work benefits patients and employers who pay for their workers' coverage by "promoting affordability, efficiency and fairness across the U.S. health care system."



Insurers have said that MultiPlan's tools help combat outrageous billing by some providers, including consolidated hospital systems and private-equity-backed staffing firms.



Documents reviewed by The Times indicate that MultiPlan has sometimes told insurers how their unnamed competitors were using the firm's pricing tools. In a 2017 presentation to UnitedHealthcare, MultiPlan shared "Recent Client Strategies to Improve Results," which included techniques that could reduce payments to providers.



After a 2019 meeting, a UnitedHealthcare senior vice president reported to her colleagues that a MultiPlan executive "did not specifically name competitors but from what he did say we were able to glean who was who." She then described how Cigna, Aetna and some Blue Cross Blue Shield plans were apparently using the firm's pricing tools.



Three hospital systems have sued MultiPlan, accusing it of colluding with major insurers to set unreasonably low payments for medical care, and patients and providers have complained to the F.T.C. about MultiPlan, records obtained through a public records request show.



One provider reported slashed payments from UnitedHealthcare, Cigna and an Aetna subsidiary after the insurers routed claims to MultiPlan's 
most aggressive pricing tool
. Another said the tool "has decimated my life" and caused "the closing of my business," which has "left patients having to travel 2.5 hrs for surgery."



Patients complained to the agency of receiving large bills after insurers used MultiPlan-recommended prices. "This is now affecting my credit score," wrote one patient, describing a bill that had been sent to a debt collector. Another reported being billed thousands of dollars "since they refuse to pay my providers the correct amount."



Pricing algorithms have driven MultiPlan's growth over the past 15 years. The firm previously focused on controlling costs by negotiating with medical providers, but after being sold to private equity investors, it embraced automated, algorithm-based tools, which typically yield lower payment recommendations.



Access to data from hundreds of clients has helped entrench the firm's dominance, executives have told investors. "We build our algorithms on a much larger data lake," one executive said in a 2020 presentation.



The focus on MultiPlan's automated pricing tools highlights growing concern among regulators and some in Congress that algorithms are supercharging price-fixing schemes and driving up costs for consumers.



During the Biden administration, companies' increasing embrace of technological advancements has collided with aggressive enforcement efforts by regulators. The results have been mixed, as the agencies seek to apply laws enacted to combat 19th-century oil and railroad robber barons to 21st-century technology firms.



"Algorithms are the new frontier," the Justice Department wrote in a brief in one case. "And, given the amount of information an algorithm can access and digest, this new frontier poses an even greater anticompetitive threat than the last."



Regulators and some antitrust scholars worry that algorithms can enable sophisticated collusion that is difficult to police. Competitors no longer need to meet in secret to hatch a conspiracy and communicate among themselves to perpetuate it. They can simply agree to use a common pricing algorithm.



Weighing in on private lawsuits involving 
apartment rents
 and 
hotel room prices
, the agencies have argued that such an arrangement is illegal, even if competitors agree with a wink and a nod rather than a formal pact.



But in one case, a judge disagreed in a December ruling, allowing the lawsuit to go forward but requiring renters to offer more explicit evidence that landlords had 
conspired to raise prices
 using an algorithm.



Ms. Klobuchar has 
introduced legislation
 that would effectively make the agencies' position the default. Courts would presume it illegal for competitors to share nonpublic data with a middleman and use the pricing recommendations that the firm's algorithms produced.



"It is not clear whether current antitrust laws are sufficient to stop this practice," Ms. Klobuchar said in an interview. "It is much better just to clarify this and to close the loophole."



The bill would also require companies to tell consumers if they are buying something that was priced using an algorithm, and it would give regulators greater authority to demand details about how an algorithm works.
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Truth Social Co-Founder Says Trump Nearly Derailed Deal That Led to Market Windfall



Andy Litinsky, who helped start the former president's social media company, revealed Mr. Trump's last-minute doubts about an agreement that made them all very wealthy.




Andy Litinsky in Las Vegas in 2005. He met Mr. Trump as a contestant on the reality television show "The Apprentice."




By Matthew Goldstein


May 01, 2024


Former President Donald J. Trump's social media company is currently worth over $6 billion. But the agreement that set the stage for its stock market debut in March was nearly derailed years earlier by Mr. Trump, who is now the biggest beneficiary of its richly valued stock, one of the firm's co-founders said on Wednesday.



Andy Litinsky, who helped start Trump Media & Technology Group, the parent company of 
Truth Social
, testified in federal court that he had doubts about whether Mr. Trump would agree to take the firm public by merging it with a cash-rich shell company, even as the deal-signing ceremony was set to take place at the former president's Mar-a-Lago residence in late 2021.



Mr. Litinsky, a former contestant on Mr. Trump's reality television show "The Apprentice," said that before the ceremony, Mr. Trump had asked him whether he should go ahead with the merger of Trump Media and the shell company, Digital World Acquisition Corporation.



Mr. Litinsky was in court in Manhattan testifying as a witness in an insider trading trial that arose from an investigation of traders who made millions of dollars with well-timed purchases of Digital World's stock before the merger announcement on Oct. 20, 2021.



Mr. Litinsky testified that after his conversation with Mr. Trump on that day in October 2021, he was left uncertain about whether the former president would sign the merger agreement. But Mr. Litinsky added that it was hard for him to know the thoughts "in former President Trump's brain."



Earlier in his testimony, Mr. Litinsky described Mr. Trump as "the ultimate decision maker."



Whatever last-minute doubts Mr. Trump may have harbored, he signed the merger agreement. After a lengthy delay, the deal was completed on March 25, and Trump Media became a publicly traded company flush with nearly $300 million in cash and a red-hot stock. For his involvement in the company, Mr. Trump was awarded a roughly 65 percent stake.



Shares of Trump Media have soared, making the stake worth billions. 



At present, Mr. Trump's 
115 million shares
 in Trump Media are worth about $5.4 billion on paper, an opportune windfall given that he is on the hook for hundreds of millions of dollars of legal bills tied to the multiple cases against him. But Mr. Trump cannot sell his shares or use them as collateral until at least mid-September, according to rules included in the merger agreement.



Mr. Litinsky made his comments about Mr. Trump's "hesitation" over the deal during cross-examination by a lawyer for Bruce Garelick, a former Digital World board member who was charged with tipping off his former boss and his boss's brother about the merger announcement.



The brothers, Michael Shvartsman and Gerald Shvartsman, made about $23 million in illegal trading profits. They 
pleaded guilty last month
 and avoided going to trial along with Mr. Garelick.



Mr. Garelick, who worked for Michael Shvartsman at a small venture capital firm in Miami, made just under $50,000 in illegal trading profits, the authorities have charged.



In an opening statement, Jonathan Bach, a lawyer for Mr. Garelick, told the jury that his client had done nothing wrong and suggested that the Shvartsman brothers could have gotten the illegal tip about the merger negotiations from another person. Mr. Bach said his client was "honest and ethical."



On direct questioning by a federal prosecutor, Mr. Litinsky said he had known not to discuss details of the merger talks with anyone because "it would be against the rules to do so." He said company lawyers had come up with a code name for the deal -- Project USA -- to help maintain a level of secrecy.



Mr. Litinsky said he had never met Mr. Garelick and was testifying at the trial because of a government subpoena.



Mr. Garelick's trial coincides with 
Mr. Trump's first criminal trial
, which is taking place in a courthouse just up the street. Mr. Trump is charged with taking part in a scheme to conceal hush-money payments to the porn star Stormy Daniels in the final days of the 2016 presidential campaign to suppress her story of a sexual liaison that she said she had with Mr. Trump.



Mr. Litinsky, after being "fired" by Mr. Trump on "The Apprentice," later worked for several years as the head of Mr. Trump's television production company. Shortly after Mr. Trump left the White House in 2021, Mr. Litinsky and Wes Moss, another former contestant on "The Apprentice," approached Mr. Trump with the idea of founding his own social media company.



Mr. Litinsky and Mr. Moss are 
currently suing Trump Media
 and Mr. Trump, claiming that the company is wrongfully trying to deprive them of their full stake in the company, which is now worth more than $500 million.
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U.S. Imposes Sanctions on Chinese Companies for Aiding Russia's War Effort



The penalties came after top Biden administration officials warned China not to help Moscow restock its arsenal to attack Ukraine.




Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said the sanctions would "further disrupt and degrade Russia's war efforts."




By Alan Rappeport


May 01, 2024


The Biden administration on Wednesday announced nearly 300 new sanctions on international suppliers of military equipment technology that the administration said have been helping Russia restock its arsenal as it carries out the war in Ukraine.



The sanctions represent a broadening of U.S. efforts to disrupt Russia's military industrial complex supply chain. They include more than a dozen targets based in China, which the United States says has increasingly been helping Russia arm itself. The Biden administration has expressed growing alarm about the weapons technology alliance between China and Russia. Top U.S. officials have voiced those concerns to their Chinese counterparts in recent weeks.



"Today's actions will further disrupt and degrade Russia's war efforts by going after its military industrial base and the evasion networks that help supply it," Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen said in a statement on Wednesday.



The sanctions follow Ms. Yellen's trip last month to China, where 
she confronted Chinese officials over support for Russia
. She warned them that Chinese companies and financial institutions that facilitate support for the Kremlin's war effort would face penalties. The Treasury secretary said her counterparts told her that China had a policy of not providing Russia with military aid.



Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken expressed similar concerns to China during a separate visit last week.



"Russia would struggle to sustain its assault on Ukraine without China's support," 
Mr. Blinken said at the conclusion of his trip
. "I made clear that if China does not address this problem, we will."



The Chinese companies that are facing sanctions are accused by the Treasury Department of providing Russia with infrared detectors, components for Russian drones and pressure sensors used in Russian missiles.



The sanctions, which were coordinated with the State Department, also include targets based in Azerbaijan, Belgium, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates. Several Russian companies and individuals associated with Moscow's procurement of materials for its chemical and biological weapons programs were also hit with sanctions, along with Russian importers of cotton cellulose and nitrocellulose, which the country uses to produce gunpowder and rocket propellants.



The Treasury Department is hopeful that the sanctions will have greater impact after President Biden signed an executive order last year that gave the United States 
authority to crack down on banks and financial services firms
 that are helping Russia evade strict sanctions on access to military technology and equipment.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/01/us/politics/us-sanctions-china-russia.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Biden Cancels $6.1 Billion in Debt for Former Art Institute Students



The announcement covers 317,000 former students and marks another step in the administration's student loan relief efforts.




An Art Institutes fashion show in New York in 2016. The Biden administration canceled student loan debt for 317,000 people who attended the Art Institutes, a now-defunct network of for-profit colleges.




By Zach Montague


May 01, 2024


The Biden administration on Wednesday canceled more than $6 billion in student debt for 317,000 people who attended 
the Art Institutes
, a now-defunct network of for-profit colleges that President Biden said "knowingly misled" students.



After a review of lawsuits brought by state attorneys general against the schools and their parent company, Education Management Corporation, the Education Department found that the Art Institutes falsified job placement figures in advertisements and misled prospective students with inflated salary expectations.



In one case the department highlighted, an Art Institute campus in Florida appeared to have included the tennis star Serena Williams's annual income in its graduate salary projections after she had attended classes there.



"This institution falsified data, knowingly misled students and cheated borrowers into taking on mountains of debt without leading to promising career prospects at the end of their studies," President Biden said in a statement.



He also took a swipe at former President Donald J. Trump, whom he accused of ignoring the influence of predatory for-profit schools on students seeking what they believed were meaningful academic credentials.



"While my predecessor looked the other way when colleges defrauded students and borrowers, I promised to take this on directly to provide borrowers with the relief they need and deserve," Mr. Biden said.



The president's decision to cancel the student debt was another step in his pursuit of student loan forgiveness in the year since 
the Supreme Court struck down
 a far more ambitious plan to wipe out more than $400 billion in debt.



Mr. Biden said last month that he would make 
another attempt at large-scale debt forgiveness
 for more than 25 million people, despite opposition from Republicans, who say it would be unfair to borrowers who struggled to pay off their student debt without assistance.



In the meantime, the administration has forgiven about $160 billion in debt for 4.6 million borrowers by fixing and streamlining existing programs that have been plagued by bureaucratic and other problems for years.



The action covers students who attended Art Institute schools between Jan. 1, 2004, and Oct. 16, 2017. The department said borrowers would be notified starting on Wednesday that they had been approved and would see their debt canceled automatically.



Forgiving federal student loans for borrowers who the administration has determined were preyed on by their schools has emerged as one part of the administration's student debt relief strategy, using its authority under an existing program known as borrower defense to repayment. To date, the administration has approved $28.7 billion in debt forgiveness for some 1.6 million borrowers whose institutions engaged in misleading practices or shut down.



"In addition to providing critical relief to students, we need to hold wrongdoers accountable -- otherwise, executives will continue to exploit students for their own benefit," said Aaron Ament, the president of the National Student Legal Defense Network, which has represented former Art Institute students since 2018.
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Job Openings and Hiring Are at a 3-Year Ebb



March data showed a cooling labor market, but layoffs remain low. The overall trend is likely to be welcomed by Federal Reserve policymakers.




Job hunters met potential employers at a job fair in Miami.




By Ben Casselman


May 01, 2024


The red-hot labor market cooled somewhat in March, government data showed on Wednesday.



Employers had 8.5 million unfilled job openings on the last day of March, the fewest since early 2021, according to 
data released by the Labor Department
. They also filled the fewest jobs in nearly four years, suggesting that employers' seemingly insatiable demand for workers might finally be abating.



A slowing labor market would be welcome news for policymakers at the Federal Reserve, who are concluding a 
two-day meeting on Wednesday
 amid signs that inflation is proving difficult to stamp out. Fed officials have said they see falling job openings as a sign that supply and demand are coming into better balance.



For workers, however, that rebalancing could mean a loss of the bargaining power that has brought them strong wage gains in recent years. The number of workers voluntarily quitting their jobs fell to 3.3 million, the lowest level in more than three years and a far cry from the more than four million a month who were leaving their jobs at the peak of the "great resignation" in 2022.



"This continued moderation is largely positive for the market and the economy overall, and is mostly sustainable for the time being," Nick Bunker, economic research director for the Indeed Hiring Lab, wrote in a note on Wednesday. But, he added, "if job openings continue to decline for much longer, hiring of unemployed workers will eventually retreat enough to drive unemployment up."



There is little sign of that so far, however. Despite high-profile job cuts at a few large companies, layoffs remain low overall, and fell in March. And while job openings have fallen, there are still about 1.3 available positions for every unemployed worker. 
Data
 released by the Labor Department on Tuesday showed that wage growth picked up in the first three months of the year, suggesting workers retain some leverage.



The data released Wednesday came from the Labor Department's monthly survey of job openings and labor turnover. Economists will get a more timely snapshot of the labor market on Friday, when the government releases its monthly jobs report.



Forecasters expect that data to show that employers added about 240,000 jobs in April and that the unemployment rate remained below 4 percent for the 27th consecutive month.
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Guest Essay



The Workers at the Front Lines of Bird Flu








By Erin M. Sorrell, Monica Schoch-Spana and Meghan F. Davis


May 01, 2024


H5N1 is in a better position than ever to move between species and spill over aggressively into humans: This bird flu virus is now thought to have been spreading among dairy cows 
for many months
, and federal regulators have found viral fragments circulating widely in the 
commercial milk supply chain
 across the United States (though live virus has not been found).



The 
one person
 we know of so far who has tested positive for infection (a mild case) was a Texas dairy worker. Agricultural workers have always been an underprotected 
population
 for zoonotic diseases, including influenza viruses of animal origin. When it comes to H5N1, the dairy work force -- which includes on-farm workers and milkers, people working in the milk processing plants and in slaughterhouses, truck drivers and other professionals who come onto farms -- is among those with the highest exposure.



Not only do we owe these at-risk workers better protection, but we also must do a much better job -- immediately -- of monitoring and testing them to ensure the virus doesn't spread beyond our control. Otherwise, we might not find out about a significant outbreak in humans until it's too late.



So far, bird flu testing of this cohort has been woefully inadequate. Testing is usually under the purview of state authorities following federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines. Tests are recommended for symptomatic workers. The exact number of dairy workers and other people who have so far been tested for H5N1 is not publicly available at the federal level. There is no excuse to continue only limited testing of this vulnerable population. Any serious surveillance efforts of H5N1 demand that the country do better to ensure proper testing and health care is provided to these workers now, lest we risk being caught flat-footed by a new pandemic so soon after Covid.



This is especially important for a work force whose broader social and economic circumstances may discourage them from seeking out timely testing and treatment. A majority of 
hired farmworker
s in the United States are from Mexico and Central American countries; many 
lack authorization to work
 here legally. Undocumented workers 
may be worried
 about public health reporting systems putting them at risk for immigration enforcement or preventing future chances of gaining a visa or permanent residency status.



Communication is a further concern. According to a 2019 survey, over half of U.S. dairies have employees whose 
native language is not English
; these individuals most often speak Spanish, but some speak only Indigenous languages such as K'iche' or Nahuatl. Many workers have 
limited literacy and education
 that dairy farms accommodate with pictorial signage and visual training materials. Any effective bird flu education campaign would have to be similarly tailored to these workers' 
communication needs
 -- a capacity that 
not many health departments have
.



These workers are further endangered from a public health standpoint thanks to the industry's low wages and benefits and lack of enforcement for health and safety standards. In 2019, the Center for North American Studies reported 
an average hourly starting wage of $11.24
 for novice dairy workers, and an average hourly wage among all dairy workers of $13.90. It also found that more than 40 percent of U.S. dairy farms do not provide 
health insurance
, and only 47 percent offer paid sick leave. Significant income could be lost while traveling to distant rural health services for an eye infection or flulike symptoms -- health conditions that a majority of the work force 
reasonably brush off
. Even worse outcomes may go unreported out of a 
fear of losing out on work
.



Farms across the country also need to make these workers' day-to-day tasks safer. Some state surveys have shown that many 
dairy worker respondents
 
lacked personal protective gear
 such as masks, goggles, gloves and aprons, or were noncompliant in its use despite the risks of infectious disease exposure. 



When protected, dairy farm workers can be a force multiplier for surveillance and resilience efforts around emerging disease threats like H5N1. Individuals who work with livestock on a daily basis, given the right training from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture
 or other veterinary professionals, can serve as field-based surveillance teams; their frequent interaction with animals means they are the first to notice abnormalities in demeanor, physical appearance or production of eggs and milk. They can share information among peers and be provided a public platform like 
ProMED
 (the International Society for Infectious Diseases's disease outbreak communication system) for anonymously reporting infectious diseases to local, state or federal public health authorities. The federal government and state officials can increase support of local surveillance programs, and reduce economic barriers for dairy owners who want to provide better access to health care services for employees.



These efforts are about more than just responding to bird flu and preventing a human outbreak. Our agricultural industry will always be on the front lines against zoonotic disease threats. We need to empower it to protect workers from these biological dangers, not just for the workers but for all of us. Providing widespread H5N1 testing now to the dairy work force is a necessary step -- but only the first.



Erin M. Sorrell is a senior scholar and associate professor at Johns Hopkins University. Monica Schoch-Spana is a medical anthropologist and a senior scholar and research professor at Johns Hopkins University. Meghan F. Davis is a former dairy veterinarian and is an associate professor at Johns Hopkins University.
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 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
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Nicholas Kristof



How Protesters Can Actually Help Palestinians








By Nicholas Kristof


May 02, 2024


Student protesters: I admire your empathy for Gazans, your concern for the world, your moral ambition to make a difference.



But I worry about how peaceful protests have tipped into occupations of buildings, risks to commencements and what I see as undue tolerance of antisemitism, chaos, vandalism and extremism. I'm afraid the more aggressive actions may be hurting the Gazans you are trying to help.



I'm shaped in my thinking by the Vietnam War protests of the 1960s. Students who protested then were right on the merits: The war was unwinnable and conducted in ways that were reckless and immoral.



Yet those students didn't shorten that terrible war; instead, they probably prolonged it. Leftist activists in 1968 didn't achieve their goal of electing the peace candidate Gene McCarthy; rather, the turmoil and more violent protests helped elect Richard Nixon, who pledged to restore order -- and then dragged the war out and expanded it in Cambodia.



I think that history is worth remembering today. Good intentions are not enough. Empathy is not enough. I'm sure we all agree that it's outcomes that matter. So the question I would ask you to ask yourselves is: Are your encampments and sacrifices -- more than 1,000 protesters have been arrested so far, and unknown numbers have been suspended or expelled -- actually helping Gazans?



I've been strongly criticizing Israel's conduct in Gaza since last fall, and President Biden's unconditional support for the war. So while my heart's with the cause, it seems to me that the campus upheavals have distracted from the crisis in Gaza, rather than called attention to it.



After all, what are we talking about right now? It's not hunger in Gaza. It's not a potential invasion of Rafah, which the U.N. humanitarian chief 
said
 this week would be "a tragedy beyond words."



Instead, we are discussing the student leader at Columbia who 
said
 in January, "Zionists don't deserve to live." He was exceptional and later apologized -- but he badly discredited the cause. I fear that zealotry within the protester echo chamber can lead activists to make such appalling comments or make excuses for them, thus driving people away.



A thought: Humility is an essential tool in persuasion (not that I always get this right!). The challenge is to take an unflinching moral stance while acknowledging that one may eventually be proved wrong. Holding onto that contradiction curbs the tendency toward self-righteousness and the impulse to shout down others -- both of which have persuaded exactly zero people ever.



Many students are peacefully calling attention to injustice in Gaza, combining passion with humility, and I believe that unnecessary violence from the police is also inexcusable and makes it harder to resolve this campus crisis.



Still. At Yale, protesters set up tents and blocked off a "liberated zone" in a public space that for a time people were allowed to enter only if they committed "to Palestinian liberation" and related principles, 
according to The Yale Daily News
. It strikes me as ironic that one of those principles was zero tolerance for discrimination of any sort.



Let's also acknowledge that Hamas is a misogynistic, homophobic, antisemitic terrorist organization that is now holding American and Israeli hostages. Hamas has been a catastrophe for Gazans, and it's hard for me to see why anyone supporting Palestinians would condone it or violence.



Someone 
vandalized
 the district office of Representative John Carter, a Texas Republican, spilling fake blood and painting "Free Gaza." That certainly didn't help people in Gaza and probably diminished support for them -- yet I was struck by the number of online commentators who sympathized with the vandalism. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is likely thrilled that such people exist.



Protesters have demands including divestment and cutting off ties with Israel. But ending relations with Israel doesn't help Gazans, and, on the contrary, it's useful for universities to have exchanges with a broad range of places, including those whose policies we disagree with.



Meanwhile, divestment won't hurt Netanyahu or help Gazans -- but it may mean lower returns for endowments. So do students favor higher tuition to cover this, or less student aid for marginalized students? And if universities divest all financial instruments linked to Israel, does that mean they must also sell all their United States Treasury bonds, since the U.S. government sends aid to Israel?



I don't mean for this to sound as sour as it probably does. Please, protest!



Protest itself is a good thing: Students can write letters to the editor, circulate petitions, hold peaceful rallies and call their members of Congress (or flood the comments section of this column!). I'm all for demanding more humanitarian aid to Gaza and a suspension of transfers of offensive weapons to Israel until it adheres to humanitarian law, plus a major push for a Palestinian state.



Finally, let me offer two concrete suggestions for how we can meaningfully help Palestinians that don't involve occupying campuses, getting kicked out of college and risking the prolongation of the war.



First, raise funds for organizations actively helping Gazans, like Save the Children, Gisha or International Rescue Committee. That may seem discouragingly modest but it will help real people in desperate need.



Second, this may sound zany, but how about raising money to send as many of your student leaders as possible this summer to live in the West Bank and learn from Palestinians there (while engaging with Israelis on the way in or out)? West Bank monitors say that a recent Israeli crackdown on foreigners helping Palestinians, by denying entry or deporting people, has made this more difficult but not impossible.



Student visitors must be prudent and cautious but could study Arabic, teach English and volunteer with human rights organizations on the ground. Palestinians in parts of the West Bank are under siege, periodically attacked by settlers and in need of observers and advocates.



Those students returning at the end of the summer would have a much deeper understanding of the issues and how to help. It would be life-changing, an education as rich as any you're getting on campus.



It would also be activism that isn't performative but that can actually help Palestinians live better and safer lives.
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Guest Essay



Trump's Trial Can Right a Wrong From 50 Years Ago








By Kevin Boyle


May 01, 2024


Of the four criminal cases that Donald Trump is facing, the one now unfolding in Manhattan is generally considered the weakest. Its legal foundation is complex. Its key witness is a felon. Its details are the sort of stuff that the tabloids splash across their front pages.



Worst of all, it doesn't speak to Mr. Trump's actions as president, as the other cases do. But as the Supreme Court oral arguments on immunity last week made clear, it is likely to be the only one the country will see resolved before Election Day.



As a historian who has written about the wrenching events of the 1960s and early 1970s, I can't help seeing Mr. Trump's legal troubles through the lens of an earlier Republican president. Richard Nixon spent more than two years, from the summer of 1972 to the summer of 1974, trying to prevent investigators from uncovering the tangle of crimes that made up the Watergate affair. But unlike Mr. Trump, Mr. Nixon never faced criminal charges himself. For that, justice suffered, and the nation suffered, too.



So here we are, watching unfold in Justice Juan Merchan's utilitarian courtroom the narrow, tawdry version of the trials the nation ought to have had this year and the trial the nation should have had 50 years ago.



Mr. Nixon won the presidency in 1968 promising to be tough on crime. And he was. Between 1961 and 1968 the nation's prison population 
fell
 by 15 percent. By the time Mr. Nixon left office in 1974 it was almost back to where it had been in 1962, the start of a spiral fueled by the furious politics of law and order that his administration had helped to unleash.



The punitive turn struck poorer people and communities of color with particular force, an outcome that a majority of Americans didn't seem to mind. But when the Watergate investigation exposed Mr. Nixon's own potential criminality, they thought that the law ought to apply to him, too. As the crisis reached its peak in the summer of 1974, that belief hardened: By almost two to one, Americans wanted the House of Representatives to impeach the president, the Senate to try him and prosecutors to secure his indictment, so that his case could move into open court.



None of that happened. In early July 1974, Mr. Nixon's lawyer presented to the Supreme Court his client's claim of presidential immunity. The justices took just two weeks to issue their 
ruling
 against the president's position, by 
a vote of 8 to 0
.



In light of the Supreme Court's conduct this year, it's worth underlining that timing: The case was argued on July 8. The justices issued a decision on July 24.



Between July 27 and 30, the House Judiciary Committee 
approved
 articles of impeachment. Mr. Nixon resigned nine days later, with the articles still pending. President Ford waited a month and then gave his predecessor "
a full, free and absolute pardon
" for the crimes he had yet to be charged with committing. And something started to shift for Americans.



In April 1974, the month the Watergate cover-up started to unravel, 71 percent of Americans had at least a fair amount of confidence in the legal system. In the weeks after Mr. Nixon's pardon, the share of people who felt that way fell to 67 percent. A year later it was down to 64 percent. That growing sense of disillusionment can't be explained purely by the failure to bring Mr. Nixon to trial. But a revealing set of long-forgotten surveys suggests that it played a part.



In 1971 the Roper Organization, then one of the nation's leading pollsters, asked a randomly selected sample of adults to say which groups the courts treated too leniently. Respondents put "dope peddlers" at the top of the list, followed by "heroin users," "marijuana users" and "revolutionists, anarchists, agitators" -- almost precisely the people Mr. Nixon had promised to bring to justice by restoring law and order. Roper asked the same question two years after he had been pardoned. "Dope peddlers" came in first again. "Government officials" was second.



Americans' view of the Nixon pardon gradually softened, while their underlying distrust of the legal system solidified, a dynamic undoubtedly driven by the nation's rapidly rising levels of economic inequality. When Roper revived its question in 1987, government officials still ranked right behind drug dealers as the group most likely to get special treatment in court. This time "top business executives" finished fourth (tied with "marijuana users" and "frequent offenders"), barely below "heroin users." There the public's perception remained, as the wealth gap widened and the apparently endless war on crime locked up a greater and greater share of the nation's poor.



By 2001, as indicated in a poll from Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research/American Viewpoint, 62 percent of Americans had come to believe that there were two justice systems in the United States, one for the rich and powerful, and another for everyone else. By 2019, in a similarly worded question from a Willow poll, that figure 
had reached
 70 percent, just a point below the proportion of the public who had confidence in the courts back in the spring of 1974.



Since then, the strains that run through the system have been wrenched wide open by the 2020 protests against police brutality and the fierce law-and-order response that the Trump administration mounted against them -- combat-ready federal agents on the streets of Portland, Ore., tear gas in Lafayette Square in Washington. Add to that pile of tinder Mr. Trump's manic subversion of the electoral process and the peaceful and effective transfer of power, which has led to three of the four criminal cases he's facing.



Mr. Trump has met the charges against him with a blatant display of the privileges that wealth and power create. Over the past two years, he has spent 
about $76 million
 of other people's money on legal fees, much of it to pay for motions and appeals that have stalled the three most damning cases from coming to trial. He persuaded the Supreme Court to treat his immunity claim -- far more sweeping than Mr. Nixon's had been -- with a deference, at least in oral arguments, greatly out of step with the precedents the lower courts had followed.



Perhaps most striking, Mr. Trump repeatedly ignored the gag orders that prohibit him from publicly attacking judges, clerks, prosecutors and witnesses -- as well as their families -- because he seems to believe he can do whatever he wants without fear of consequences. (On Tuesday, he was held in 
contempt of court
 by Justice Merchan on nine counts and fined $9,000.) All the while, he's marched toward the Republican nomination with a campaign infused with yet another version of law-and-order politics, this one focused on undocumented immigrants and asylum-seekers rather than dope peddlers and drug addicts.



Now he's spending his days at the defendant's table, glowering at the judge whose daughter he endangered, as the district attorney whom he has called an "animal" and a "criminal" lays out the lurid case against him. However the trial unfolds, it's unlikely to change many people's opinions of Mr. Trump -- or of the legal system.



Already almost half of registered voters think that the charges he's facing are politically motivated, while over two-thirds say that the outcome won't change their vote or that they'd be more likely to vote for Trump if he were convicted.



No verdict in the Manhattan Trump case can undo the disillusionment with the system of justice that followed in the wake of President Gerald Ford's pardon of Mr. Nixon. But the trial can, in its imperfect way, right the wrong of half a century ago, when the system last had its chance to prove that even the most powerful man in America is subject to its laws -- especially when that man is so eager to take advantage of the politics of law and order. And there is a measure of justice in that.



Kevin Boyle, a history professor at Northwestern University, is the author, most recently, of "
The Shattering
: America in the 1960s."



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/01/opinion/trump-nixon-trial-america.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Charles M. Blow



Kamala Harris Isn't Americans' 'Momala.' She's Our Vice President.








By Charles M. Blow


May 02, 2024


On Monday, Vice President Kamala Harris appeared on "The Drew Barrymore Show," and in a lighthearted moment, explained -- as she did during the last presidential election cycle -- that in her blended family, her stepchildren affectionately call her Momala.



Barrymore responded that we all need "a tremendous hug" right now and told Harris, "
We need you to be Momala of the country
."



I don't think Barrymore intended any harm, quite the opposite, and the vice president was magnanimous, taking the comment in stride and with good cheer. The studio audience applauded.



But even gentle and oblivious stereotyping can be harmful, and it's important that we explore why this comment, which may seem innocuous to some, is offensive to others.



Black women and girls spend their entire lives in flight from a society insistent on de-individualizing and dehumanizing them, insistent on forcing them to fit broad generalizations.



There's the 
Sapphire
 caricature from "Amos 'n' Andy," the emasculating shrew who is rude, meanspirited and prone to fits of rage. There's the 
Jezebel
, ruled by a lascivious spirit and lacking a moral compass or self-control. There's the welfare queen -- a stereotype 
popularized
 during Ronald Reagan's 1976 presidential campaign -- rooted in the toxic combination of promiscuity and work avoidance. And of course, there's the idea of the 
angry Black woman
, a stereotype that often overlaps and amplifies others.



But in this case, the stereotype at play is that of the mammy -- the caretaker, the bosom in which all can rest, the apron on which we have a right to hang.



In the American psyche, it's the Miss Millie story line from Alice Walker's "The Color Purple," about someone so blinded by a conception of her own virtue that it doesn't register when she condescends.



When Miss Millie, the mayor's wife, encounters Sofia and sees the care that she has taken of her children -- and the fancy car in which Sofia drives and the wristwatch she wears -- Miss Millie not only wants that care for herself, but she also seeks to reduce Sofia. She immediately asks Sofia to be her maid. She fully believes that it is her right and that her request, politely spoken, must be honored.



The way that Harris and her family express love and connection is theirs, even when Harris shares it. It remains part of her private life, not her professional and political obligations. She deserves separation between the two, and we ought to respect that boundary.



That she would be called upon to comfort and nurture the country, rather than dutifully represent it, is demeaning and holds Black women captive to historical mythologies. Our country may indeed need moral guidance and collective counsel, but Black women are not obligated to provide it.



In elections, Black women are frequently heralded by liberals as the saviors of democracy because of their high rate of voting for Democratic candidates. Here, even unwittingly, Barrymore isn't far from suggesting that Black women -- at least this Black woman, arguably the most powerful in the world -- should not only save the country but also nurse it.



It's an illustration of the nanny-fication of Black women that casts them as racialized human security blankets -- forgiving, tranquil and even magical.



With this stereotype, Black women are viewed as possessing a preternatural capacity to soothe, to provide a safe harbor for others even though they find no safe harbor for themselves. As the Georgetown Center on Poverty and Inequality 
reported
 in 2019, its researchers found in a 2017 study that "adults believe Black girls ages 5-19 need less nurturing, protection, support and comfort than white girls of the same age."



In this, there's an expectation of selflessness that erases the very possibility of a private self, held apart, with wants, needs and desires of its own.



Barrymore seemed to think that asking Harris to be the country's Momala was a form of praise, as honoring the high regard in which she holds her. But she did so with a historical blindness that America often demonstrates when talking about Black people.



It is the contradiction of elevating while reducing.



As James Baldwin 
wrote
 in "Notes of a Native Son": "Americans, unhappily, have the most remarkable ability to alchemize all bitter truths into an innocuous but piquant confection and to transform their moral contradictions, or public discussion of such contradictions, into a proud decoration, such as are given for heroism on the field of battle."



In an attempt to convey intimacy in her conversation with the vice president, Barrymore allowed informality to veer into disrespect.



The country doesn't need and shouldn't ask Vice President Harris to be its mama or its mammy. The country needs her to continue to advance the agenda of the administration in which she serves -- and for which Americans voted -- like every white man before her.



And America needs to grow up and be accountable for its own actions and whatever repercussions flow from them. Comforting the country in this moment of crisis isn't Black women's burden.
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letters



Judging the Justices on the Presidential Immunity Case


May 01, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
Will the Justices Hold Presidents to Account?,
" by Jesse Wegman (Opinion, April 29):



For someone like me who has been practicing law for more than 60 years, it is depressing to see the Supreme Court floundering around in the weeds of far-fetched hypotheticals, instead of following a basic rule of jurisprudence: Decide the case before you.



When litigants bring their dispute before a court for resolution, their expectation is that the court will reach a decision based on the facts in their case, not on some hypotheticals bearing scant relevance to their situation.



The indictment against Donald Trump includes detailed allegations about his actions in trying to remain in the presidency. Those are the only allegations that the court should be considering in a narrow opinion determining if Mr. Trump has immunity.



In more than 200 years with 44 presidents preceding Mr. Trump, he is the only one ever accused of criminal behavior. Does it even make sense for the court to be so fixated on the next rogue president?



Raphael G. Jacobs
New York



To the Editor:



As a teacher of high school English, I have read many erudite essays of literary analysis that received a grade of F. Those essays were "puff and smoke," well-written diversions that did not answer the assigned question.



During the Supreme Court's oral arguments, the question was straightforward: Does former President Donald Trump have immunity from prosecution for his acts to overturn the 2020 election?



The justices obfuscated with comments, questions and hypotheticals. Although well spoken, these diversions did not directly address the question under consideration.



So, too, would I give each of their performances the grade of F.



Carol Harrington
Yorktown Heights, N.Y.



To the Editor:



Re "
Court Focuses on Private vs. Official Acts in Election Case
" (news article, April 27):



The conservative Supreme Court justices' fascination with distinguishing official from private acts regarding presidential immunity is a red herring whose only purpose is to sow confusion, waste time and push the Jan. 6 trial past November.



Any presidential act, whether official or private, should indeed be subject to prosecution if undertaken for criminally illegal ends. The rule of law is what matters. All of us must follow the law in our democracy; the president more than anyone should be no exception.



It seems clear that David Pecker isn't the only one running a "catch and kill" scheme for Donald Trump.



Robert C. Vogt
Ann Arbor, Mich.



To the Editor:



Re "
Some Justices Look Beyond Facts of Case
," by Adam Liptak (news analysis, front page, April 27):



Chief Justice John Roberts, during his Senate confirmation hearing, likened the role of a judge to calling balls and strikes. That means deciding cases based on the facts actually before the court.



But some questioning by the justices during the oral arguments on the immunity case sounded less like an umpire focused on calling actual balls and strikes and more like someone musing about balls and strikes in past or future games.



At the core of the immunity case is that most fundamental of principles that no one, not even a president, is above the law. Upholding that principle requires judicial decision making that keeps its eye on the ball.



King Poor
Winnetka, Ill.
The writer is a lawyer.



To the Editor:



When they decide cases like Citizens United or Dobbs, the conservative justices on the Supreme Court claim that "originalism" or "textualism" must override any consideration of the practical consequences of their decisions. Their judicial philosophy insists that they must follow what they see as what the founders "intended."



Now, in the immunity case, they are ignoring the lack of constitutional text or any other founding documentation and focusing entirely on some hypothetical, never before seen, possible future practical consequences. This is an inexcusable, indeed repulsive, display of blatant hypocrisy -- and, alas, not the only one.



This court has already severely damaged its own credibility. Let's hope it doesn't irreparably damage our democracy.



Gail Goldey
Santa Fe, N.M.



Differing Perspectives on the Campus Protests








To the Editor:



Re "
On Campus at Columbia, in 1968 and Now
," by Serge Schmemann (Opinion, April 30):



With all due respect to Mr. Schmemann, I disagree profoundly with his assertion that protest is an essential part of education. His statement that "a disproportionate number of those who rose up at Columbia in 1968 went into social service of some sort" says nothing about causality, and may simply confirm that people who like to do good things also like to demonstrate for things they believe in.



To the contrary, demonstrations almost invariably are inimical to education and the general purposes of education. They are polemical rather than discursive; they are confrontational rather than cohesive. They represent hubris and a closed mind, and promote opposition rather than conversion. If these things are the result of demonstrations, they hinder education rather than advance it.



If the purpose of demonstrations is not to educate, but to call attention to discrimination, injustice, unwise policies or actions, or other things that need attention, and if done in a nonviolent manner, then there is certainly a point to them. But demonstrate where it may do some good, in front of legislative or culpable business institutions. Leave educational institutions free to educate.



Robert H. Palmer
New York



To the Editor:



Media avidly cover campus demonstrations, while politicians and big donors rail against naive student demonstrators. But the students are not wrong, and many commentators miss the point: The current outrage is 
not
 what's happening on university campuses, it's what's happening in Gaza.



That is still going on, every day, every hour, without a visible solution. Incredibly, things could get even worse, and students are to be commended for caring.



Ted Tsomides
Raleigh, N.C.



Children Value Trees as Animal Habitats








To the Editor:



Re "
America's Urban Forests Deserve Protection
," by Margaret Renkl (Opinion guest essay, April 28):



Thanks to Ms. Renkl for a beautiful, heartfelt piece on the need to protect mature trees in urban and suburban settings. She laments the casual way modern adults remove older trees and calls attention to the various benefits they provide, including habitats for birds and other wildlife.



I would like to add that children commonly value mature trees as animal habitats -- as we can see, for instance, in their spontaneous drawings. I wish that adults shared this sensitivity to other species.



William Crain
Poughquag, N.Y.
The writer is the author of "Animal Stories: Lives at a Farm Sanctuary."
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Bulgarian Distrust of Russia Simmers Over a Black Sea Oil Terminal



Russia has been losing its grip on the Rosenets Oil Terminal, near the port city of Burgas, as Bulgarian authorities seek to assert greater control over the Russian-run facility.




The Rosenets Oil Terminal near Burgas, Bulgaria.




By Andrew Higgins


May 01, 2024


The oil terminal's piers stretch just a few score yards into the Black Sea from the Bulgarian coast. For 25 years, the Russian crude they received fed a sprawling network of economic and political influence that helped keep Bulgaria tethered tightly to the Kremlin.



How much oil arrived at the terminal for use by a nearby Russian-owned refinery was something only the Russians knew: they controlled the piers, the meters recording the volumes delivered and the security force guarding the perimeter fences.



In recent months, however, Russia has steadily lost its grip on the Rosenets Oil Terminal, near the Black Sea port city of Burgas.



Bulgaria has taken back control of the piers and has laid plans to take over management of the refinery from its Russian owner, Lukoil, if it balks at processing non-Russian oil. In January, Bulgaria halted shipments of Russian crude.



Russia's increasing loss of control of the facility highlights an unintended -- and, for Moscow, undesirable -- consequence of its invasion of Ukraine.



Even as Russia's military battles to entrench its occupation of territory grabbed from Ukraine on the other side of the Black Sea, Moscow has suffered setbacks on previously friendly terrain in Bulgaria. Long bound to Russia by history, common Slavic roots and a shared Orthodox Christian faith, Bulgaria was once so loyal to the Kremlin it asked to be absorbed into the Soviet Union.




In Burgas this month. Lukoil is the area's biggest employer, according to the city's mayor.




Past loyalty has now curdled into deep distrust of Russia among the country's main political parties over the war in Ukraine. When Russia invaded, Bulgaria's government was dominated by pro-Western reformers and it took a hard line against Moscow, expelling 70 Russian diplomats over espionage concerns and arresting several Bulgarian officials suspected of spying for Moscow.



That government, led by Kiril Petkov, collapsed a few months later but rival parties have often taken an even tougher line, except for a far-right ultranationalist group.



Dependent on Russia for around 95 percent of its natural gas before the war in Ukraine, Bulgaria now imports no Russian gas. It also ditched Rosatom, Russia's nuclear power company and a longtime partner, in favor of America's Westinghouse for its supply of nuclear fuel and the construction of new reactors.



"We need to be 100 percent independent in energy from Russia," said Nikolai Denkov, who, before stepping down this month as prime minister, oversaw a drive to break Lukoil's grip on the oil terminal and the nearby Neftohim refinery. "Everyone knows that Lukoil is ultimately controlled by the Kremlin."



Lukoil disputes that, insisting it is a private company focused on business. But the company, which produces nearly all of Bulgaria's gasoline and jet fuel at its Neftohim refinery, operates 220 gas stations in the country and has become the most visible emblem of what many view as Russia's malign influence in Bulgaria, the poorest country in the European Union.



"Remove Lukoil from the equation and Russia's influence in Bulgaria crumbles," said Ilian Vassilev, a former ambassador to Moscow.



Complaining of "unfair, biased political decisions" against its business, Lukoil announced in December that it was reviewing its strategy in Bulgaria with a view to perhaps selling the Neftohim refinery.



The unraveling of a once intimate relationship by the authorities in Sofia, the Bulgarian capital, has stirred unease on the Black Sea coast, where Russians were long a mainstay of the tourism and real estate sectors but are now mostly staying away. Lukoil is the area's biggest employer, with more than 5,000 people dependent for work on its refinery, oil terminal and related ventures, according Dimitar Nikolov, the mayor of Burgas.




Lukoil's Neftohim facility, near Burgas. The Bulgarian government has halted shipments of Russian crude and laid plans to take over management of the refinery.




"Every family in Burgas has a relative who has worked at the refinery at some point," Mr. Nikolov said. He said he did not care whether Russia keeps ownership of the refinery or sells it so long as it keeps working and paying salaries -- and keeps funding the 
city's volleyball club
, a frequent national champion, and other good-will investments.



The Russia Center, a private visa agency in the city whose main business used to be helping Russians get residency permits, still flies a Russian flag at the entrance. But wary of upsetting the Ukrainians and other Russian-speaking clients it now needs to offset a decline in business from Russia, it also displays a digital sign reading, "No to War!"



The manager, Plamen Dotor, said Russians were still welcome in Bulgaria, "but it is difficult for them now because of geopolitics" and because of the cancellation of many of their visas and what, before the war, were at least four daily flights between Burgas and Russia.



Few ordinary Bulgarians express hostility to Russia but, according to a recent opinion poll, only 20 percent approve of the Russian president, Vladimir V. Putin, compared with 58 percent before he invaded Ukraine. Bulgaria's fractious politicians -- so bitterly divided and unable to cooperate that there have been five general elections since 2021 -- have found rare common cause against Russia and Lukoil.




Plamen Dotor, the manager of the Russia Center visa agency, said Russians were still welcome in Bulgaria, "but it is difficult for them now because of geopolitics."




"Lukoil's influence here has been huge and very bad," said Delyan Dobrev, chairman of the Bulgarian Parliament's energy committee. "We have to do everything to show that they are not wanted here. We don't want Lukoil," he said.



When the European Union prohibited seaborne transfers of Russian crude in June 2022, the Bulgarian government pleaded for an exemption, saying that an end to shipments would cripple its biggest industrial enterprise, the Lukoil-owned refinery, which used only Russian crude, and send gasoline prices soaring. To avoid that, Bulgaria secured the right to skirt the E.U.-imposed ban until the end of this year.



But, in a sign of how far the war in Ukraine has shifted Bulgaria's political winds against Russia, the government at the time -- headed by Mr. Petkov's pro-Western party, We Continue the Change -- found itself under heavy fire from previously Moscow-friendly political forces.



The party's foes accused it of aiding Russia and its war by pushing for the exemption and stalling on ending it, even when 
evidence emerged
 that Lukoil was exploiting the loophole to ship Russian oil beyond Bulgaria.



"They brag all the time about being the West's biggest allies in Bulgaria but they wanted to keep Russian oil flowing," said Mr. Dobrev, whose own party, GERB, used to take pride in having good relations with Russia and its energy companies.



GERB's leader, the former prime minister Boyko Borissov, in 2020 joined Mr. Putin in Turkey to celebrate the opening of Turkstream, a pipeline that allowed the Russian energy behemoth Gazprom to bypass Ukraine and make deliveries through Bulgaria to Serbia, Hungary and Bosnia.




A Soviet-era monument in Burgas. Long bound to Russia by history, Bulgaria was once so loyal to the Kremlin it asked to be absorbed into the Soviet Union.




In a 2006 cable to Washington leaked by WikiLeaks, the United States ambassador to Bulgaria then, John R. Beyrle, said that Mr. Borisov, who at the time was the mayor of Sofia, "has close financial and political ties" to Lukoil's longtime boss in Bulgaria, Valentin Zlatev, described as a "kingmaker" and "power broker." Mr. Zlatev has since left Lukoil.



"We have tamed the dragon, but we have not killed it," said Martin Vladimirov, the director of the energy and climate program at the Center for the Study of Democracy in Sofia. Getting control of the Lukoil refinery is vital not only for energy security, he added, but for the future good health of a political system deformed for years by "the cancer of Russian money."



"The only way to disentangle fully from Russia," he said, "is to kick out Lukoil."



Most of the more than 100 Russian executives at the refinery have already gone home, according to the mayor of Burgas.



Since January, the facility has had to use non-Russian oil and cut production sharply. Lukoil declined a request to visit the refinery.



When Lukoil took control of the refinery from the Bulgarian state in 1999 in a privatization deal tainted by allegations of corruption, the arrival of a deep-pocketed Russian oil company "did not seem like a bad idea," recalled Dimitar Naydenov, a pro-Western member of Parliament from Burgas. "But it was a different Russia we were dealing with back then. Russia has changed, and we have to stop it exporting fear and corruption along with its oil."




Walking along the beach in Burgas. Many residents of the city are wary about targeting Lukoil for fear of hurting jobs.




Boryana Dzhambazova
 contributed reporting from Sofia, Bulgaria.
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Some Gazans Say U.S. Campus Protests Give Them 'Hope'



The protests have come at a fearful time for Palestinians in Rafah, with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel vowing to launch a ground invasion of the city.



By Hiba Yazbek


May 01, 2024


Thousands of miles away from the campus protests that have divided Americans, some displaced Palestinians are expressing solidarity with the antiwar demonstrators and gratitude for their efforts.



Messages of support were written on some tents in the southern city of Rafah, where roughly a million displaced people have sought shelter from the Israeli bombardment and ground fighting that Gazan health officials say have killed more than 34,000 people.



"Thank you, American universities," read one message captured on video by the Reuters news agency. "Thank you, students in solidarity with Gaza your message has reached" us, read another nearby.



Tensions have risen at campuses across the United States, with police in riot gear 
arresting dozens of people at Columbia University
 on Tuesday night and officers across the country clashing with pro-Palestinian demonstrators who had erected encampments and seized academic buildings at other institutions. The protesters have been calling for universities to divest from companies with ties to Israel, and some have vowed not to back down.



The protests have come at a particularly fearful time in Rafah, with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel vowing to launch a ground invasion of the city to root out Hamas battalions there despite glimmers of hope for a temporary cease-fire.



Palestinians "are very happy that there are still people standing with us," said Mohammed al-Baradei, a 24-year-old recent graduate from the 
dentistry program at Al-Azhar University
 who spoke by phone from Rafah.



"The special thing is that this is happening in America and that people there are still aware and the awareness is growing every day for the Palestinian cause," he added.



Akram al-Satri, a 47-year-old freelance journalist sheltering in Rafah, said Gazans were "watching with hope and gratitude the student movement in the United States."



"For us this is a glimmer of hope on a national level," he added in a voice message on Wednesday.



Bisan Owda, a 25-year-old Palestinian who has been documenting the war on social media, said in 
a video
 posted to her more than 4.5 million Instagram followers that the campus protests had brought her a new sense of possibility.



"I've lived my whole life in Gaza Strip and I've never felt hope like now," said Ms. Owda.



Nader Ibrahim
 contributed reporting and video production from London.
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Will Hamas Say No?



We explain why a cease-fire hasn't happened.




In Rafah, Gaza. 




By Julian E. Barnes


May 01, 2024


Israel and Hamas have been talking for months about a deal to release the hostages held in Gaza and to halt the war there. Today, I'll explain why they haven't agreed on a renewed cease-fire -- and what will determine whether they do.



At times, Israel has been a reluctant negotiator. It has been hesitant to withdraw its troops, free more Palestinian prisoners or allow Gazans to return to their homes -- or what remains of them -- in the north.



But American officials said that in recent weeks Israel had made several major concessions. Now Hamas seems like the reluctant party. It has not embraced the Israeli compromises, frustrating American attempts to stop, at least temporarily, the war in Gaza.



A holdout



The negotiations have real consequences: For weeks, Israel has said it is preparing to invade Rafah, where around one million Palestinian civilians and thousands of Hamas fighters have taken refuge. Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's prime minister, pledged yesterday to strike Rafah 
with or without a hostage deal
. Thousands more civilians could die.



But some involved in the discussions -- Americans, Egyptians and Qataris have been mediating -- worry that Hamas appears willing to sacrifice even more Palestinian civilians. Its officials believe that the deaths in Gaza erode support for Israel around the world.



Americans do not want Israel to strike Rafah with a major ground offensive, at least not without a better plan to protect civilians. A hostage agreement appears to be the best way to at least delay such an operation.



In early April, William J. Burns, the C.I.A. director, who has been the lead hostage negotiator, laid out a new plan. It gave in to a key Hamas demand: Palestinians taking refuge in southern Gaza would be free to return to their homes in the north as part of an initial hostages-for-prisoners exchange.



Hamas said no. It told negotiators that it could not meet one of the conditions, because it did not still have 40 living hostages who were female, ill or elderly. And it was not willing to liberate captured soldiers to make up the difference, at least not without a promise from Israel to end the war.



After the Hamas rejection, negotiators scrambled to make a new plan. The U.S. also put pressure on Israel to make a deal. This week Israel conceded, telling negotiators it would accept fewer hostages -- 33 -- and release more Palestinians from its prisons for each hostage set free. Hamas has said it is considering the new Israeli offer.



American officials believe that Israel has conceded everything it can, raising doubts in Washington about whether Hamas really wants a deal. Hamas, of course, believes there is one more concession Israel could give: announce an end to the war.




A protest in Tel Aviv by relatives and supporters of hostages.




Elusive endgame



This is a familiar conundrum in the Middle East. Every Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiation has stumbled over what arbiters call "the final status." And so, from the beginning, the American strategy has been to work for a temporary cease-fire -- and then use that to bring home hostages, release Palestinian prisoners and expand humanitarian aid. The first hostage release in exchange for a temporary halt broke down. But American officials hope that another release might help cajole both sides toward a permanent cease-fire.



Some people briefed on the negotiations blame Yahya Sinwar, the Hamas military leader who helped mastermind the Oct. 7 attacks, for the impasse. He has monitored the talks from his hiding space deep in the tunnels below Gaza. Sinwar is protected, according to American and Israeli officials, by at least 15 hostages he is using as human shields. Those captives prevent Israel from assassinating him.



While American officials have long understood that Hamas does not intend to release the Israeli soldiers it holds without a promise of a more lasting cease-fire, Washington hoped Sinwar would see that he could help Gazans by doing what was necessary to halt the war -- perhaps releasing the remaining women and older men.



Sending home those hostages, Americans hope, would help Israel see that it had achieved enough in its war. True, Hamas is not destroyed, but it is in no position to mount another attack like Oct. 7. Its ability to command forces is dramatically weakened.



But that all requires Hamas saying yes to a first phase. So far, the answer has been no.
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The Cochamo Valley in central Chile.
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Twelve departing lawmakers
 explain 
what Congress is really like
 -- including their most frustrating experiences, and their favorite perks.



Biden hopes Trump fatigue will save his campaign. What he really needs is to break the normal rules of politics and be 
aggressive on immigration
, 
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, 
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A U.S. Navy submarine north of Alaska.




Undersea secrets: 
See inside 
a nuclear-powered U.S. attack sub
.



Protected insect:
 After 
honeybees invaded a writer's house
, no one would help her get them out.



Swimming beneath the sand:
 Australian rangers found the "
hardest of all animals to find
."



Grieving: 
Psychologists 
recommend books that can help
.



Ask Well:
 Why is it 
so hard to shower when you're depressed
?



Lives Lived: 
Dr. Werner Spitz examined forensic clues in the most famous American deaths of the past 60 years, including those of President John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King Jr. and Mary Jo Kopechne. Spitz 
died at 97
.



SPORTS



N.B.A.: 
Tyrese Maxey and the Philadelphia 76ers 
beat the New York Knicks
 in Madison Square Garden, coming back from six points down with 25 seconds left to win the game in overtime and avoid elimination.



Sexual abuse:
 U.S. Rowing stripped Ted Nash, a two-time Olympic medalist, of his honors after an investigation found that claims he sexually abused a girl 
were credible
. He was her running coach when she was 13.



M.L.B.:
 Mike Trout, once one of baseball's best players, 
will undergo knee surgery
, which could force him to miss significant time for the fourth straight year.



Arizona Diamondbacks: 
A 
bee colony
 on the netting at Chase Field delayed the start of Arizona's game against the Los Angeles Dodgers by two hours.



ARTS AND IDEAS 








"Girl dinner" this is not. Some people (mostly men) are eating meat for every meal, following a so-called Carnivore Diet that originated with a 2018 book and shot to popularity with a push from the podcaster Joe Rogan. The diet allows for meals of meat, seafood and eggs -- and that's mostly it, though some add a bit of fruit or dairy. Some proponents of the diet claim that it has cured various ailments, but health experts are skeptical of its benefits. 
Read more about the diet
.
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THE MORNING RECOMMENDS ...








Make 
a chocolate cream pie 
with an Oreo crust
 and a quick custard.



Buy 
the best fan
 for summer.



Get 
a backpack
 that will last.
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Here is 
today's Spelling Bee
. Yesterday's pangram was 
fixation
.



And here are 
today's Mini Crossword
, 
Wordle
, 
Sudoku
, 
Connections
 and 
Strands
.



Thanks for spending part of your morning with The Times. See you tomorrow.



Sign up here to get this newsletter in your inbox
. Reach our team at 
themorning@nytimes.com
.
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Frustrated South Koreans Blame President in Standoff With Doctors



A walkout by physicians has dragged on for weeks, as they protest a plan by President Yoon Suk Yeol's government to increase medical school enrollment.




Medical workers outside a hospital in Seoul in March.




By Jin Yu Young


May 01, 2024


Eun Sung injured her right thumb in a fall in March and needed surgery to fix a torn ligament. But scheduling one has been difficult even though she lives in one of the most developed nations in the world, South Korea.



"It was so hard to get an appointment, and I was told the earliest available operation would be next January," said Ms. Sung, an office worker in Seoul, the capital. The one consolation, she said, was that she did not need surgery urgently.



For more than two months, South Korea's health care system has been in disarray because thousands of doctors walked off the job after the government proposed to drastically increase medical school admissions. While the disruptions have not yet reached crisis levels, thousands of operations and treatments have been delayed or canceled, nurses have had to take on more responsibilities, and military hospitals have been opened to civilians. Several major hospitals this week are planning to suspend outpatient clinics.



The protracted stalemate shows no signs of resolution. But one thing has changed: Public opinion has turned against the government of President Yoon Suk Yeol. A majority of respondents in a 
recent poll
 said that the government should negotiate with the doctors to reach an agreement quickly or withdraw its proposal.



"When the protests first started, I couldn't really feel it," said Lee Seung-ku, a university student in Seoul, adding "I don't have anyone around me that frequents the hospital." But as the walkout dragged on, he said that he heard about acquaintances struggling to get care and felt that the government was not acting fast enough to reach an agreement with doctors.




President Yoon Suk Yeol's reluctance to negotiate with doctors has turned public opinion against him.




For weeks neither side budged.



The chaos was set off by a government plan to address a longstanding shortage of doctors in South Korea by enrolling more students in medical schools -- about 2,000, or 65 percent, more every year. It would be the first increase in enrollment in nearly two decades. To the authorities, the proposal filled a critical need for the country's rapidly aging population. But doctors contended that the government was continuing to ignore systemic issues like uneven compensation that make essential services like emergency care unappealing career choices.



At first, most citizens supported Mr. Yoon's hard-line stance, which helped to increase his popularity ahead of crucial parliamentary elections. Some observers believed that the impasse would end soon after the April 9 vote. But the results of the elections left Mr. Yoon on the verge of becoming a lame duck, and, soon after, his approval rating 
sank to the lowest
 of his presidency.



About two weeks ago, the government made its first concession, saying medical schools would have some leeway in deciding their admission quotas for the school year that begins in March 2025. In effect, the authorities were offering to scale down their original proposal of adding 2,000 seats to medical schools by as much as 50 percent for the next school year for 32 medical schools.



"They're trying to mend the situation, but it's not working in their favor," said Mr. Lee, the university student. "The steps they're taking now, it's what they should already have been doing in the first place."



The impasse persists. More than 10,000 residents and interns, who are key to the running of large hospitals and were the first to walk out, remain off the job. Last week, medical school professors, who are often senior doctors in hospitals, joined the protests in solidarity but continue to work reduced hours.




Doctors at a rally against the government's medical policy in Seoul in March.




South Korea has long taken pride in its affordable health care system, but many doctors say they are overwhelmed by long working hours coupled with low pay. The system, they add, rewards specializations such as dermatology that are not essential to the everyday health of most people.



Emergency room doctors have long complained that they are overwhelmed by patients with minor injuries or illnesses, saying they suck up already limited resources. That strain seemed to have intensified during the doctors walkout. At least two emergency care deaths were first attributed in local media to the strike, but the health ministry said they were not caused by shortages from the walkout.



At the same time, some patients -- presumably with minor issues -- are staying home.



"Ironically, the number of patients has decreased in some hospitals," said Seo Yeonjoo, a doctor in the emergency department at St. Vincent Hospital on the outskirts of Seoul, referring to people seeking urgent care.



Some with more serious conditions also are avoiding hospitals.



Samuel Kim, who attends nursing school at Kyungpook National University in the city of Daegu, has put off his own visits to the hospital for checkups for his arrhythmia. He said he feels a sense of societal pressure that he shouldn't be visiting hospitals at a time when many of them are struggling because of the doctors' walkout.



Mr. Kim acknowledged the grueling hours some doctors work, conditions that he said he had witnessed firsthand as a nursing student. Still, he believes that the doctors should hash out an agreement with the government and return to work.



"There are strikes in other industries, too, like bus drivers," Mr. Kim said, "but with doctors, people's lives are at stake."
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Record Number of Writers Were Jailed Globally in 2023, PEN America Says



For the first time, China has more than 100 incarcerated writers, and Israel and Russia entered the list of the 10 countries with the most imprisoned writers.




Pro-democracy activists in Hong Kong protesting the arrest of Zhang Zhan, a citizen journalist who was jailed in 2020 for her reporting on the coronavirus outbreak in the mainland Chinese city of Wuhan.




By Claire Moses


May 01, 2024


The number of jailed writers in China surpassed 100 for the first time as the country continued to be the biggest jailer of writers, according to PEN America, a free expression group, which released its annual Freedom to Write Index on Wednesday. 



PEN America 
reported that
 339 writers were imprisoned in 2023, the most in the five years it has been producing the index.



The number of jailed writers -- a list that excludes reporters, but includes literary writers, poets, online commentators and opinion writers -- has generally gone up over the past five years, said Karin Karlekar, the director of writers at risk at PEN America. "We are seeing worsening threats against writers," she said.



There are 107 writers incarcerated in China, the organization said, 50 of whom are "'online commentators' writing about political and economic issues and expressing pro-democracy viewpoints." Others 
faced trial last year
 under the 2020 national security law that squashed dissent in Hong Kong.



Some of the key numbers from 2023 include:



PEN America also gave special mention to Iran as a place where the "crackdown on writers and the creative community continued" last year. Iran arrested 13 writers in 2023, the second-highest in the index after China, bringing its total to 49 imprisoned.



"Women who wrote or advocated against the compulsory hijab remained particularly at risk, and Iran jails the highest number of female writers worldwide," PEN America said.



Saudi Arabia and Vietnam were tied for third place in the index, with 19 writers jailed in each country.



Notable increases from 2022 included the number of female journalists jailed (to 51 from 35) and the number of jailed online commentators (to 180, from 80). PEN America defined an online commentator as anyone who writes on social media or other online platforms.



"In many countries this is the only space for dissenting views to be heard," Ms. Karlekar said. Online expression tends to worry authoritarian governments, she added, because of the internet's immediate impact and global reach.



Russia and Israel entered the list of the Top 10 biggest jailers, as Ms. Karlekar noted that countries with conflict or war crack down on dissent.



"As geopolitics continue to shift and authoritarian tendencies spread to countries that were once considered safely anchored in openness, we anticipate that free expression, and therefore writers, will increasingly be under threat in a much wider range of countries," PEN America said in a statement.



The Israel-Hamas war has also roiled PEN America itself. The organization 
canceled its 2024 literary awards ceremony
, which had been planned for Monday, after months of protests and as nearly half the prize nominees withdrew over the organization's response to the war, which was criticized as overly sympathetic to Israel.



Journalists around the world are also facing more danger. The Committee to Protect Journalists said that 320 journalists were incarcerated as of Dec. 1, 2023, the second-highest year-end total since the organization began tracking them in 1992.



Among those imprisoned 
is the Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich
, who was arrested during a reporting trip to Yekaterinburg, Russia, in March 2023.



The Committee to Protect Journalists said the high number of jailed journalists was a "disturbing barometer of entrenched authoritarianism and the vitriol of governments determined to smother independent voices."



PEN America's index largely focuses on individual writers' cases. "When a single dissenting voice is jailed, it has a much broader impact on society as a whole," Ms. Karlekar said, adding that it can lead to less discussion, less discourse and self censorship.
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Two Men Are Charged Over the Felling of the Sycamore Gap Tree



Seven months after the beloved tree in northern England was cut down, the police charged two men in their 30s with damaging the 200-year-old tree and part of Hadrian's Wall.




The cut on the Sycamore Gap tree was clean and appeared to have been made using a large heavy-duty chain saw.




By Jenny Gross


Apr 30, 2024


Two men in their 30s were charged on Tuesday in connection with the chopping down last year of the 200-year-old Sycamore Gap tree, which stood in a dip along Hadrian's Wall in northern England.



The beloved sycamore's mysterious felling, which took place on a stormy September night, led to an outpouring of sorrow, anger and confusion at the senselessness of the act: Why would anyone cut down one of Britain's most iconic trees?



Two men, Daniel Graham, 38, and Adam Carruthers, 31, from Cumbria, England, were charged with damaging both the tree and part of Hadrian's Wall, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, according to the local Northumbria Police. Hadrian's Wall, about 100 miles southeast of Edinburgh and near England's border with Scotland, was built by the Roman Army after the emperor Hadrian's visit to Britain in A.D. 122.



"We recognize the strength of feeling in the local community and further afield the felling has caused, however we would remind people to avoid speculation, including online, which could impact the ongoing case," Detective Chief Inspector Rebecca Fenney, the senior officer on the case, said in a statement on Tuesday.



Mr. Graham and Mr. Carruthers, who were out on bail, are expected to appear in court on May 15, according to the Crown Prosecution Service, the public prosecutor for England and Wales. It was not immediately clear what lawyers were representing the two men.



The police arrested Mr. Graham and Mr. Carruthers in October in connection with the felling of the tree. Two others were also arrested after the episode: a 16-year-old boy and a farmer in his 60s, though the police later said that they would face no further action.



Seven months after the felling of the tree, which was featured in the 1991 film "Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves," the police have not said whether they have uncovered any possible motivation for the crime. The chopping down of the tree occurred in a sparsely populated area, at least a 20-minute walk from the nearest parking lot, complicating the police investigation. The cut on the tree was clean and appeared to have been made using a large heavy-duty chain saw.



When deciding whether to prosecute a criminal case, the British police weigh whether there is enough evidence to provide a realistic prospect of conviction, and whether prosecuting is in the public interest, according to the Crown Prosecution Service. Arrests in Britain can be made only if police have "reasonable grounds" to suspect involvement in a crime.



For those who have mourned the loss of the tree, the National Trust, a conservation society, offered some hopeful news in March: Seeds and material that had been collected from the Sycamore Gap tree after it was felled had started to sprout.
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Drought That Snarled Panama Canal Was Linked to El Nino, Study Finds



The low water levels that choked cargo traffic were more closely tied to the natural climate cycle than to human-caused warming, a team of scientists has concluded.




A cargo ship in the Panama Canal in September. Officials last year had to slash the number of vessels allowed through.




By Raymond Zhong


May 01, 2024


The recent drought in the Panama Canal was driven not by global warming but by below-normal rainfall linked to the natural climate cycle El Nino, an international team of scientists has concluded.



Low reservoir levels have slowed cargo traffic in the canal for most of the past year. Without enough water to raise and lower ships, officials last summer had to slash the number of vessels they allowed through, creating expensive headaches for shipping companies worldwide. Only in recent months have crossings started to pick up again.



The area's water worries could still deepen in the coming decades, the researchers said in 
their analysis of the drought
. As Panama's population grows and seaborne trade expands, water demand is expected to be a much larger share of available supply by 2050, according to 
the government
. That means future El Nino years could bring even wider disruptions, not just to global shipping, but also to water supplies for local residents.



"Even small changes in precipitation can bring disproportionate impacts," said Maja Vahlberg, a risk consultant for the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Center who contributed to the new analysis, which was published on Wednesday.



Panama, in general, is one of the wettest places on Earth. On average, the area around the canal gets more than eight feet of rain a year, almost all of it in the May-to-December wet season. That rain is essential both for canal operations and for the drinking water consumed by around half of the country's 4.5 million people.



Last year, though, rainfall came in at about a quarter below normal, making it the nation's third-driest year in nearly a century and a half of records. The dry spell occurred not long after two others that also hampered canal traffic: one in 1997-98, the other in 2015-16. All three coincided with El Nino conditions.



"We've never had a grouping of so many really intense events in such a short time," said Steven Paton, director of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute's Physical Monitoring Program in Panama. He and the other scientists who conducted the new analysis wanted to know: Was this just bad luck? Or was it related to global warming and therefore a harbinger of things to come?



To answer the question, the researchers looked both at weather records in Panama and at computer models that simulate the global climate under different conditions.



The scientists found that scant rain, not high temperatures that cause more water to evaporate, was the main reason for low water in the canal's reservoirs. The weather records suggest that wet-season rainfall in Panama has decreased modestly in recent decades. But the models don't indicate that human-induced climate change is the driver.



"We're not sure what is causing that slight drying trend, or whether it's an anomaly, or some other factor that we haven't taken into account," said Clair Barnes, a climate researcher at Imperial College London who worked on the analysis. "Future trends in a warming climate are also uncertain."



El Nino, by contrast, is much more clearly linked with below-average rainfall in the area, the scientists found. In any given El Nino year, there's a 5 percent chance that rainfall there will be as low as it was in 2023, they estimated.



At the moment, El Nino conditions are weakening, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. La Nina, the opposite phase of the cycle, is expected to appear this summer.



The scientists who analyzed the Panama Canal drought are affiliated with World Weather Attribution, a research initiative that examines extreme weather events soon after they occur. Their findings about the drought haven't yet been peer reviewed.
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Chinese Scientist Who Shared Covid Sequence Protests Lab Closure



Professor Zhang Yongzhen had flouted a government ban by disclosing the genome of the Covid virus soon after it emerged in Wuhan in 2020.




The virologist Zhang Yongzhen in Shanghai in 2020.




By Keith Bradsher


May 01, 2024


A well-known Chinese scientist who defied a Chinese government gag order by being the first to disclose the genome of the Covid virus to a global database four years ago held a rare protest this week in Shanghai after being locked out of his lab.



The scientist, Zhang Yongzhen, had run a laboratory in Shanghai since 2018, but found over the weekend that the facility had been sealed off with one of his colleagues locked inside, according to a Chinese news outlet. Dr. Zhang's key card had been canceled and the elevators had been turned off.



On Sunday evening, he began sleeping outdoors on flattened cardboard in front of locked blue doors at the sidewalk entrance to the lab, photos posted online by students showed. At least five security guards could be seen in one of the photos.



Another news outlet, the online website of a state media agency in Shandong Province, reported on Monday about Dr. Zhang's sit-in, and quoted him as saying then that, "I am still waiting for the problem to be solved, but no one has come to solve it."



The accounts of Dr. Zhang's ordeal drew a public outcry on Chinese social media, with people posting thousands of comments on the report from Shandong Province media. Many of them criticized the Shanghai government and its public health center, which owns the lab, for locking the prominent scientist out.



Early Wednesday morning, Dr. Zhang wrote in a post on his social media account that his team had been allowed to resume research in the lab. He thanked his students and people who had voiced support for him online, and said that discussions were underway to resolve an ongoing dispute over payment for past work and his continued employment.



It was not immediately clear if Dr. Zhang's dispute with the Shanghai Public Health Clinical Center is official retaliation for his role in revealing the Covid virus's genome to the world in early January 2020. At the time, the Chinese government was silencing doctors and others who sought to raise red flags about the mysterious virus that had been detected in the central city of Wuhan. Scientists were under pressure not to publish information about it without permission.




Medical staff members wearing protective clothing at a hospital in Wuhan, China, in January 2020.




Other Chinese scientists had also sequenced the virus then, but the Chinese government banned researchers on Jan. 3, 2020, from releasing details of a new pneumonia that had begun to circulate in Wuhan. Dr. Zhang obtained the virus in lung fluid from a patient at Wuhan Central Hospital the same day, and soon uploaded its genome to a database hosted by the U.S. National Institutes of Health.



Days passed without the information going online, as the database administrators had a policy of reviewing new genomes before publishing them. So Dr. Zhang 
gave permission to an Australian virologist
, Edward C. Holmes, to 
post it on Jan. 10
 to a forum for virologists, where it quickly drew international attention.



The authorities quickly closed Dr. Zhang's laboratory after he disclosed the genome of the virus, but subsequently allowed it to reopen.



The Shanghai government had no immediate comment on Wednesday about Dr. Zhang's access to his lab. Southern Weekend, a state-controlled Chinese news outlet, quoted an official at the Shanghai public health center as saying on Monday evening that the center's contract with Dr. Zhang had been terminated in October 2022.



According to one description posted by a group of people who identified themselves as members of his research team, Dr. Zhang contended he and his team were still owed more than $1 million by the Shanghai public health center under a previous contract. The account also described Dr. Zhang as having objected to plans by the authorities for the laboratory and its many pathogen samples to be relocated quickly to another building with a laboratory that had not been certified to the same level of biological security.



Some accounts of his protest outside the lab had also disappeared from the internet by Wednesday morning, apparently deleted by government censors.
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Flooding in a Kenyan Natural Reserve Forces Tourist Evacuation



The heavy rains that have pounded East Africa for weeks, killing hundreds, have now spilled into the Masai Mara, one of Africa's greatest wildlife national reserves.




A lodge in the flooded Masai Mara National Reserve, where dozens of tourists were evacuated.




By Mohamed Ahmed and Emma Bubola


May 01, 2024


Devastating floods that have killed hundreds of people and displaced tens of thousands more in East Africa are now inundating parts of the Masai Mara, one of Africa's greatest wildlife national reserves.



On Wednesday, the Telek River broke its banks and overflowed into parts of the natural reserve, flooding many tourist camps. A spokesman for the Kenyan Red Cross, Munir Ahmed, said that more than 90 people have been evacuated, some by helicopter. Others fled through the water.



"The situation in Masai Mara is so bad," said Daniel Ikayo, the owner of a safari company that operates there. "There is water everywhere."



The floods in the reserve have added to the heavy damage to key economic resources in Kenya, including livestock, crops and infrastructure.



"We are seeing a disaster unfold," said Bryan Adkins, who heads 
a trust
 that helps protect the Kijabe forest, which has also been decimated by the floods.



Only part of Masai Mara has been affected, said Mohammed Hersi, director of a safari company and the former chairman of the Kenya tourism federation. But Alfred Mutua, the country's tourism minister, warned on Wednesday that all hotels and camps near rivers and within national parks and reserves should prepare for potential evacuation in case rivers overflow.



Kenya's long rainy season,  which runs from April until June, is not a prime time for tourism, but those who are there now have found their plans upended. "People don't want to come here to drive around in a lake," Mr. Adkins said.



The Telek River lies across the "
Great Migration
" route from the Serengeti in Tanzania to the Masai Mara, and from July to October, over a million wildebeests and zebras cross over -- an event that attracts thousands of tourists from all over the world.



On Monday, 
flash floods
 sent a deluge of muddy water over an area in the Rift Valley region in southern Kenya, killing at least 45 people, sweeping away houses and damaging roads. In total, 179 people have died in Kenya since the flooding begun, and many more have been killed across the whole of East Africa. The floods were particularly deadly in neighboring Tanzania.




People trying to clear a flooded area in Nakuru County, Kenya, on Monday.




With the rains expected to continue, Kenya's presidential office on Wednesday issued an evacuation order to people residing in risk areas -- near, for instance, rivers, dams and reservoirs -- to evacuate within 48 hours. Over 30,000 people have already been displaced.



Mr. Ahmed, of the Red Cross, said that in total, 45 roads and over 370 water sources had been destroyed, and over 600 businesses and 35,000 acres of crops affected. People who lived off small businesses, like avocado farms or tractor businesses, lost their livelihoods, local residents said.



What the final economic impact of this year's inundations might be is unclear, but according to a recent 
report by the African Climate Foundation
, climate change-related events like floods and droughts led to losses of 3 to 5 percent of the country's GDP from 2010 to 2020.



According to the report, the frequency and intensity of such events is likely to increase.



Forecasters with the Kenya meteorological department warned on Wednesday about "a surge in rainfall intensity across multiple regions of the country from Thursday through the weekend."




A home near Nairobi after a river overflowed.




Judson Jones
 contributed reporting from New York.
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	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Expressway Collapses in Southern China Amid Heavy Rains, Killing 24



The road gave way in the early morning in an apparent landslide. At least 30 other people were injured, many of them seriously.




Rescuers working at the site of a collapsed expressway in the Chinese city of Meizhou on Wednesday, in a photo released by Xinhua News Agency.




By Joy Dong and Keith Bradsher


May 01, 2024


A nearly 60-foot segment of an expressway in a rural area of southeastern China collapsed before dawn on Wednesday after days of heavy rain, killing 24 people and injuring 30 others.



Photos released after the incident appeared to show that a landslide had begun under two lanes of an expressway that ran along the side of a hill. A wide, brown scar of mud ran down the side of the hill between bright green foliage, leaving a large gap in the expressway.



Vehicles lay jumbled at the base of the hill below the hole, blackened and still smoking from a fire that had burned vigorously during the night, drawing a large number of fire trucks to the area.



The state news media said that many of the survivors were seriously injured, with drivers and passengers alike suffering severe bone fractures and injuries to internal organs.



A witness told the state news media that he had heard a loud bang and briefly struggled to retain control of his car. He then realized that the road had collapsed right behind him and cars following him had disappeared into the void.



Expressway traffic is especially heavy across China with the start of a five-day national holiday on Wednesday. The section of expressway that collapsed was on the eastern outskirts of Meizhou, a city in Guangdong Province. Many victims were on their way to the neighboring Fujian Province as the holiday began.



More than 500 rescuers from the police as well as emergency and other departments were deployed. The local traffic police sealed the expressway off from traffic in both directions.
Much of the northeastern corner of Guangdong, where the accident occurred, is rugged country with hilly terrain. Another section of the same expressway was briefly closed in April last year after a landslide covered the road with mud. No death or injuries were reported then.



A continuous accumulation of humid and warm air, coming from the South China Sea to the southwest, has left southern China with a prolonged period of severe weather in the past two months. The Central Meteorological Observatory issued orange warnings, the highest level for severe weather, seven times in April.



On Saturday, 
a rare tornado and a hailstorm
 swept neighboring Guangzhou city, a production hub in southern China, killing five and injuring 33. And on Tuesday, Shenzhen Airport issued an orange warning for large-scale flight delays for the first time this year.
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A Mysterious Flier, a Tiny Charity and a Disinformation Campaign at the Border



A flier urging migrants to vote for President Biden rocketed around right-wing social media. But was it authentic?








By Ken Bensinger


Apr 30, 2024


The two men rang the bell at the Resource Center Matamoros, a migrant aid group in the Mexican border city, and, speaking in broken Spanish, said they were looking for volunteer work.



Security footage shared with The New York Times shows the pair standing on the sidewalk in shorts and flip flops as they talked via speakerphone with Gaby Zavala, the center's founder. After about half an hour, they left.



Ms. Zavala didn't know it yet, but the men were not volunteers. They were provocateurs building an online following with hidden camera exposes and ambushes that claim to uncover abuse and election fraud in the American immigration system.



Ms. Zavala realized something was off a few hours later, when the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank, uploaded images of a flier with her group's logo to social media, thrusting her organization into the center of a political firestorm.



The flier, written in Spanish and purportedly found hanging in portable toilets in the migrant camp across the street from the center, carried an explosive message to would-be immigrants: "reminder to vote for president Biden when you are in the united states. We need four more years of his administration in order to remain open."



For many on the right, it was a smoking gun, confirming 
debunked theories
 about 
the left's schemes
 to urge immigrants to vote illegally for Democrats. The post, uploaded on April 15, quickly racked up more than nine million views on X and was shared by multiple elected officials, including Tim Scott, the Republican senator from South Carolina and former presidential candidate.



The next morning, Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, a Republican from Georgia, held up an oversized printout of the flier in a House Committee on Homeland Security hearing. "I would call it treason," Ms. Greene said to Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, who was sitting before the committee.



Ms. Zavala calls the document a crude fake, and part of a plot to propel false, anti-immigration narratives in an election year. The phone number listed on the flier is out of date, she noted. Some of the language is lifted directly from her group's English language website, but appears to be translated by software.



But perhaps the strongest evidence, she said, was the presence of Anthony and Joshua Rubin, brothers from Long Island known online as the Muckrakers, at the building earlier that same day, trying to gain access under false pretenses. 



"I would never encourage immigrants to vote, because they can't," said Ms. Zavala, 41, who started the organization in 2019 and manages it from Texas. No one contacted her to verify the document before it was posted, she said, and she has since received some 50 death threats and racist emails. "I feel violated."



In an interview with The Times, Anthony Rubin acknowledged that he and his brother falsely identified themselves as volunteers that day. But he said they did not plant the flier. Mike Howell, executive director of the Oversight Project, an arm of the Heritage Foundation that first posted the document on X, said he stood behind their claims.



"Nothing that we put online has been proven in the least bit inaccurate," he said.



The Oversight Project is something of a departure for the once-wonkish think tank. The project's website describes its mission as "innovative investigations utilizing cutting-edge resources and contacts" in order to drive "accountability of the destructive work of the radical, progressive Left." Mr. Howell, who calls himself a "deportation scientist" on X, said his group had worked closely with the Rubin brothers before.



The Rubin brothers have made a name for themselves by taking a page from the gotcha undercover methods of conservative investigative groups like Project Veritas. Their website promotes edited videos and articles focused on immigration, child trafficking and other hot-button topics on the right.



In their videos, they ask migrants -- many who do not speak English and profess little knowledge of American politics -- whether they prefer Mr. Biden or former President Donald J. Trump. The Rubin brothers accuse the U.S. government of abducting children at the border, repeatedly call immigrants "invaders," and use the phrase "military-age men" to describe migrants.



Their work has been amplified by a number of prominent anti-immigration voices online, including Michael Yon, a former Green Beret who leads 
tours for right-wing influencers, including Anthony Rubin, to the Darien Gap
, a crowded migrant crossing in Panama. 



Mr. Rubin's travels have raised his profile in conservative media, landing him appearances on web shows hosted by Ben Shapiro and Alex Jones, as well as on "Primetime," Jesse Watters's show on Fox News.




Michael Yon, left, a former Green Beret who leads tours of migrant camps in Panama, amplified posts about the flier on social media. 




"You're a very brave man and you're getting some stuff no one's getting, so bravo, keep it coming," Mr. Watters told Mr. Rubin during an appearance on the network late last month.



Mr. Howell, a former lawyer for the Department of Homeland Security under President Trump, declined to say whether the Oversight Project was funding the Rubin brothers' work, citing concerns about "very powerful people that wish to do harm to this country."



Last month, the project released a hidden-camera video the Muckrakers made in the offices of a nonprofit in New York that offers food, education and legal aid to immigrants.



In the video, Anthony Rubin, speaking in a foreign accent, unsuccessfully tries to persuade employees of the nonprofit, La Jornada NY, to sell him "residency papers." The next day, a Spanish speaker makes a similar request and is given a signed letter affirming his New York residency.



"Anyone, from someone seeking unauthorized employment to spies, saboteurs or even terrorists, could obtain a government-issued ID by visiting La Jornada and acquiring fraudulent papers," Anthony Rubin said in the video, which was viewed over a million times on X and amplified by Elon Musk.



Soon after it was posted, the Heritage Foundation sent a letter to Attorney General Letitia James of New York requesting an investigation.



La Jornada's executive director, Pedro Rodriguez, called Mr. Rubin's characterization misleading. He noted that the residency letter was only one of four requirements for procuring a New York City ID card, which itself does not entitle immigrants to work or give them legal status of any kind.



"All it gives you is an address where you can receive mail," he said of the letter."They accused us of doing all those things, which are lies."



Mr. Rodriguez said he had not heard from the attorney general's office. But he said a barrage of hateful phone calls and emails since the Project Oversight post went viral convinced him to stop giving out the letters. "We don't want to invite more problems," he said.



Mr. Howell defended the investigation. "We're going to sound the alarm," he said. "We're not going to wait till the day after the election when illegals vote in it."



Accusations about immigrants voting illegally have exploded since the 2020 election, set off by Mr. Trump's false claims of fraud and spread by a series of debunked films.



Nonprofit groups that aid migrants also have become a target for right-wing activists, who often claim the organizations profit from their work. The assertion may explain why Resource Center Matamoros, a tiny entity with just three staff members including Ms. Zavala, ended up entangled with the Heritage Foundation, a Washington power center with a nearly $100 million budget.



According to Ms. Zavala, when the Rubin brothers knocked on the center's door, they said they were employees of HIAS, a U.S.-based group formerly known as the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society.



The charity is frequently singled out by immigration opponents, who note that Mr. Mayorkas briefly served on its board. In October, the Rubin brothers published an article entitled "Hebrew Immigration Aid Society Exposed," focusing on its activities in Panama.



HIAS had previously rented space from the Resource Center Matamoros. It gave up its lease in early 2021, but the center's website was never updated. It still says that its office is "the home for HIAS" -- language that appears on the flier.




Migrants in Matamoros, Mexico, in 2021. 




Anthony Rubin told The Times he could not recall identifying himself as a HIAS employee. A spokeswoman for HIAS said that the Rubin brothers had never worked for the group.



After the flier was posted online, immigration experts and others familiar with migrant camps quickly expressed skepticism about its authenticity. The Associated Press, 
which first reported on the flier,
 noted the poor translation and grammatical errors. Bill Melugin, a Fox News reporter who covers immigration, 
wrote on X
 that the document seemed "fake or doctored."



The Oversight Project and the Rubin brothers have stood by their account of the episode, even as details have shifted.



In their initial posts, they said the fliers were "discovered" throughout the migrant camp across the street from the Resource Center Matamoros, and the Rubin brothers said they were "tipped off" to travel to Matamoros by a source in New York.



But last Thursday, Mr. Howell's group posted on X portions of a "sworn statement" by an unnamed person who appears to live in the Matamoros area and describes taking a flier from inside the center's office, sending a photo of it to the Muckrakers and then shooting video of the fliers hung in portable toilets in the camp.



Mr. Howell declined to share the full statement or identify who signed it, citing concerns about "Mexican cartels, affiliated gangs inside the U.S., weaponized agencies of the Biden Administration, and lawfare."



The Oversight Project also posted a nine-second clip of audio of the conversation between Anthony Rubin and Ms. Zavala. "In all honesty," Mr. Rubin can be heard saying, "we're just trying to help as many people as possible before Trump gets re-elected."



Ms. Zavala replies, with a laugh, "Believe me, we're in the same boat."



In its post online, the Oversight Project said the quote indicated Ms. Zavala wanted to "help as many illegals as possible." She said she had been speaking about volunteer opportunities in the area helping migrant children who had suffered trauma.



Several other charities working in and around Matamoros declined requests for interviews about whether they had ever seen the flier, or others like it, in the camp. Jennifer Harbury, an immigration lawyer and a member of Angry Tias & Abuelas, a group that provides essential items and legal aid to migrant families on the Mexican side of the border, said she understood their fears.




"I would never encourage immigrants to vote, because they can't," said Ms. Zavala, who founded the Resource Center Matamoros in 2019.




"As if we don't already have enough trouble just trying to keep people safe down here," said Ms. Harbury, who said she had interviewed hundreds of migrants seeking asylum over the years, many of them victims of violence and rape.



She said she instantly recognized the flier as phony, but worried what impact it would have on voters.



"There's exaggeration and puffery and then there's outright fabrication," Ms. Harbury said. "And that's not fair to Americans or immigrants."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/30/us/politics/immigration-disinformation-campaign-biden-trump.html
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After Ukraine Aid Vote, Republicans Braced for Backlash Find Little



Some Republicans who backed the aid encountered little resistance from voters, who were far more willing to embrace it -- and less interested in ousting the speaker over it -- than their right-wing colleagues.




The Ukraine aid bill cleared Congress and was signed into law last week.




By Annie Karni and Robert Jimison


Apr 30, 2024


A week after he broke with the majority of House Republicans and 
voted
 to send $60.8 billion in aid to Ukraine, Representative Max Miller took the stage at a performing arts center in his Ohio district bracing for backlash.



Instead, Mr. Miller, a first-term congressman who spent four years in the White House as a top aide to former President Donald J. Trump, was greeted at a town hall-style meeting on Saturday in the city of Solon with a sustained round of applause. Several attendees stood to publicly thank him for his vote, and a line of locals queued up afterward to shake his hand.



"Anything we can do to support the Ukrainian victory over the Russian invasion would be a positive thing for the world," said Randy Manley, a retiree from Strongsville, Ohio, who said he planned to vote for Mr. Trump in November.



More than 500 miles west, in Iowa City, Representative Mariannette Miller-Meeks, a vulnerable Republican who won her district by six points in 2020, had a similar experience.



Kenneth Kirk, 62, a resident of Newton, Iowa, arrived at a fund-raiser for Ms. Miller-Meeks headlined by Speaker Mike Johnson -- who had risked his job to push through the aid -- primed to rail against the money for Ukraine.




Representative Max Miller, Republican of Ohio, had prepared to defend his vote on the Ukraine aid bill to angry constituents in his district. 




"We're bankrupt, and if we can afford to send that kind of money to another country, we're paying too much taxes," Mr. Kirk said. But hearing from Mr. Johnson changed his mind, he said.



"I know a little bit more about it now that I've listened to him," Mr. Kirk said. "I mean, I thought, 'I'm against it,' but, you know -- what do I do? What he said made a lot of sense to me."



The reactions suggested that even as Republicans are waging an internal war over aiding Ukraine -- one that is continuing even after the funding package cleared Congress and was 
signed into law
 -- the issue is more divisive in their own ranks than it is among many of their constituents.



Immediately after the vote last weekend, Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia, the right-wing Republican who threatened to oust Mr. Johnson for allowing the vote, predicted that her colleagues who backed the measure would have hell to pay.



"I'm actually going to let my colleagues go home and hear from their constituents," she said at the time. Washington lawmakers, Ms. Greene said, were so "obsessed with voting for foreign wars" that they had lost sight of how irate Americans were. She expected her Republican colleagues would join her push to remove Mr. Johnson after getting an earful from their constituents.




Representative Mariannette Miller-Meeks, Republican of Iowa, also found her constituents supportive of the aid to Ukraine. 




In some bright red districts, voters' frustration was palpable over the weeklong recess after the vote.



"They're very angry -- it wasn't even a close call," Representative Chip Roy, Republican of Texas, who voted against aid for Ukraine, said after hearing from his constituents.



Mr. Miller had come prepared to defend himself from just that sort of reaction. He pre-emptively told the crowd in Solon that 80 percent of the funding for Kyiv would actually stay in the United States, where it would be used to purchase equipment for U.S. troops and flow to American manufacturers who would make the weapons to replenish U.S. stockpiles.



But he encountered little resistance from residents of his solidly Republican district in northeastern Ohio.



"It's a security issue," said Elyssa Olgin, who works in public relations and lives in Solon. "I have two boys; I don't want them fighting there."



Ms. Miller-Meeks said constituents had told her, "Thank you for not caving in."



Even those who disagreed with her vote, she said, were "respectful of the fact that I'm willing to talk about it and I don't hide from it."



Representative Ashley Hinson, Republican of Iowa, said she found voters changed their minds when she explained why she voted for Ukraine aid after meeting with President Volodymyr Zelensky in Kyiv.



"People understand, especially hearing someone like Mike Johnson tee it up and talk about how all these things are interconnected: Russia, Iran and China," she said.




Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, Republican of Georgia, suggested that she would move ahead with her threat to call a vote on removing Speaker Mike Johnson.




About 61 percent of Republican voters say the United States should not send weapons or military aid to Ukraine, 
according to a CBS poll
 this month. In an interview, Mr. Johnson said many Republicans had "voted no but prayed yes," in part because "they just didn't want to have to go home and try to explain that."



But even opponents of the bill noted that voters' resistance was not as passionate as the rebellion over it on Capitol Hill.



"A lot of people are saying 'Hey, we want you guys to be united,'" Mr. Roy said, describing his constituents' sentiments about ousting Mr. Johnson over the vote. "That's the conundrum here."



Ms. Greene strongly suggested on Tuesday that she would move ahead with her threat to call a vote on removing Mr. Johnson, after 
Democrats confirmed they would vote
 to kill any such bid.



Her effort has laid bare how toxic the divide is among House Republicans even after the vote.



At his town hall, Mr. Miller denounced Ms. Greene as someone who "spouted Russian disinformation." He also chastised a majority of Republicans who voted against the aid as people who "don't have the moral courage to take a tough vote."



He also claimed that Mr. Trump, with whom he still speaks regularly, agreed with him.



"Did anyone notice he was very quiet on everything?" Mr. Miller said of the former president. "There's a reason for that. Because he wanted it to happen."




Mr. Johnson said former President Donald J. Trump had wanted the aid package to pass.




Representative Tony Gonzales, a Texas Republican who also voted for the Ukraine aid bill, said on Sunday on CNN, "I serve with some real scumbags."



He was referring to Representatives Matt Gaetz of Florida and Representative Bob Good of Virginia, both of whom have vocally opposed Ukraine aid.



"Matt Gaetz, he paid for minors to have sex with him at drug parties," Mr. Gonzales said, repeating allegations connected to a sex-trafficking case that the 
Justice Department investigated
 before declining to bring charges. "Bob Good endorsed my opponent, a known neo-Nazi."



Mr. Miller called the two and their like-minded colleagues "the clown caucus."



He also criticized Senator J.D. Vance of Ohio, one of the most prominent Republican voices urging his colleagues to oppose aid to Ukraine. "He's a one-issue senator, and it's all about Ukraine," Mr. Miller said. "He thinks this is his winning issue and topic to be vice president. His rhetoric is very dangerous."



Mr. Johnson, for his part, traveled to nine states over the recess, raising money for Republicans including Ms. Miller-Meeks and Mr. Gonzales, who both voted for the aid and are facing tough re-election races. Mr. Johnson's takeaway from the experience, he said, was that the anger directed at him on social media did not translate into real life.



"Among the people who attend rallies and write checks to the cause and the grass-roots activists, I think people understood that this was a historic moment for us," the speaker said. "It makes sense to people. I think they understood."



Mr. Johnson added that he had been surprised and disappointed that a majority of House Republicans had voted against the aid to Ukraine. He had harsh words for the opponents.



"I just thought that was a dereliction of duty," said Mr. Johnson, who as a rank-and-file lawmaker largely opposed efforts to fund Kyiv's war effort and as speaker hesitated for months before bringing it to the floor. "But it is what it is. We got it done."



If Ms. Greene expected that grass-roots anger would boil over after the vote and translate into more Republicans joining her in supporting the move to oust him, Mr. Johnson said he believed the opposite had happened.



"I think it will be easier in the days ahead," the speaker said. "I think some of the really tough issues are now behind us."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/30/us/politics/republicans-ukraine-aid-vote.html
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Senate Democrats Reintroduce Legislation to Legalize Marijuana



The bill, which reflects growing support for legalization, would end the federal prohibition on cannabis. But it is unlikely to pass in an election year and a divided government.




Senator Chuck Schumer, the majority leader, reintroduced the Cannabis Administration and Opportunity Act in the Senate on Wednesday.




By Kayla Guo


May 01, 2024


Senate Democrats reintroduced broad legislation on Wednesday to legalize cannabis on the federal level, a major policy shift with wide public support, but it is unlikely to be enacted this year ahead of November's elections and in a divided government.



The 
bill, which amounts to a Democratic wish list
 for federal cannabis policy, would end the federal prohibition on marijuana by removing it from a controlled substances list. The government currently classifies the drug as among the most dangerous and addictive substances.



The legislation 
would create a new
 framework regulating cannabis and taxing the burgeoning cannabis industry, expunge certain federal marijuana-related offenses from criminal records, expand research into marijuana's health impacts and devote federal money to helping communities and individuals affected by the war on drugs.



The measure, which was 
first introduced
 in 2022, was led by Senators Chuck Schumer of New York, the majority leader; Ron Wyden of Oregon, the chairman of the Finance Committee, and Cory Booker of New Jersey. Fifteen other Senate Democrats have signed on as co-sponsors.



"Over the decades, millions of Americans, most often Americans of color, have had their lives derailed and destroyed by our country's failed war on drugs," Mr. Schumer, the first majority leader to call for federal legalization, said on the Senate floor on Wednesday. "In place of the war on drugs, our bill would lay the foundation for something very different: a just and responsible and common-sense approach to cannabis regulation."



He reintroduced the measure one day after the Justice Department 
recommended easing restrictions
 on cannabis and downgrading it to a lower classification on the controlled substances list. That move did not go as far as some advocates and many Democrats have urged, but it was a significant shift reflecting the Biden administration's efforts to liberalize marijuana policy.



"Reclassifying cannabis is a necessary and long-overdue step, but it is not at all the end of the story," Mr. Schumer said. "It's time for Congress to wake up to the times and do its part by passing the cannabis reform that most Americans have long called for. It's past time for Congress to catch up with public opinion and to catch up with the science."



But despite support from top Democrats, the legislation is highly unlikely to move in Congress during this election year. Republicans, many of whom have opposed federal cannabis legalization, control the House, and none have signed on to the bill. Congress has also labored to perform even the most basic duties of governance amid deep divisions within the Republican majority in the House. And few must-pass bills remain, leaving proponents without many opportunities to slip it into a bigger legislative package.



Kevin Sabet, who served as a drug policy adviser during the Obama, Bush and Clinton administrations, warned about the dangers of legalization and argued that such a bill would "commercialize" the marijuana industry and create "Big Tobacco 2.0."



"Let's not commercialize marijuana in the name of social justice," said Mr. Sabet, now the president of Smart Approaches to Marijuana, an anti-legalization advocacy group. While he supported certain elements of the bill, such as expunging criminal records and removing criminal penalties for marijuana use, he said legalization was ultimately about "supersizing a commercial industry."



"And we really have to think long and hard after our horrible experience with Big Tobacco in our country," he said, "whether that's going to be good for us or not."



Still, the legislation reflects growing support among Democrats and across the country in both Republican- and Democratic-leaning states for legalizing access to marijuana, in addition to the issue's potential political value ahead of an expected election rematch between President Biden and former President Donald J. Trump.



Legalization, in some form, is broadly popular across the country, with 88 percent of Americans saying marijuana should be legal for medical or recreational use, according to a 
January survey by the Pew Research Center
. Twenty-four states have legalized small amounts of marijuana for adult recreational use, and 38 states have approved it for medicinal purposes. And where marijuana legalization has 
appeared on state ballots
, 
it has won easily
, often outperforming candidates in either party.



Advocates of legalization have emphasized the issue's political potency in trying to convince elected officials.



"If anybody was looking at the political tea leaves, they would have to realize that obstructing cannabis policy reform -- it is a losing proposition as a politician," said Morgan Fox, the political director of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws, an advocacy group. "This is really a rallying point for people that care about cannabis policy reform."



At least one Democrat, Representative Earl Blumenauer of Oregon, a leading cannabis advocate in Congress, has 
urged the Biden administration
 to embrace full legalization and make it a more prominent part of Mr. Biden's re-election campaign. He has argued that the issue could help the president engage young people, whose 
support for him has faltered
, but who could be crucial to victory in November.



The Biden administration's move to downgrade cannabis on the controlled substances list also reflects the president's 
evolution
 on the issue. Mr. Biden has 
pardoned thousands
 of people convicted of nonviolent drug offenses in an effort to remedy racial disparities in the justice system. And Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House press secretary, has 
emphasized that
 Mr. Biden had been "very, very clear he doesn't believe that anyone should be in jail or be prosecuted just for using or possessing marijuana."



Mr. Trump's record on legalization is more mixed. In 2018, his administration 
freed prosecutors to aggressively enforce
 federal marijuana restrictions in states that had eased prohibitions on the drug. Mr. Trump later 
appeared to break
 with his administration, saying he was likely to support a legislative proposal to leave legalization to states, and he 
pardoned several nonviolent drug offenders
.



"This has not been an issue that is really coming up in conversation, at rallies or in media appearances and whatnot," Mr. Fox said. "It's kind of an unknown, how a future Trump administration would deal with cannabis."



Congress is considering more incremental bills that would ease restrictions on marijuana -- such as by allowing legal cannabis businesses to access financial services -- several of which have bipartisan support. But most are not expected to move during this Congress, given Republican opposition.
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In Bid to Oust Johnson, Greene Tries to Reclaim a Powerful Perch on the Fringe



The Georgia Republican's doomed push to remove the speaker has placed her at odds with most in her party, but it has brought her back to her roots as a norm-busting provocateur.




In Congress, Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene operates more as a MAGA influencer than a legislator, relentlessly attacking Democrats and railing about the southern border.




By Annie Karni


May 01, 2024


When Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, Republican of Georgia, first dangled the 
threat of ousting Speaker Mike Johnson
, she received a call from a longtime ally and fellow hard-right Republican who urged her not to follow through.



"I don't know how this helps us, six months before an election when we're trying to win the White House," Representative Jim Jordan, Republican of Ohio, told her, he said in a recent interview. Republicans were in a strong position to win back the Senate, Mr. Jordan said, and former President Donald J. Trump had a decent shot at winning the White House.



"The only thing that makes me a little nervous is, could we somehow lose the House?" he told Ms. Greene, adding: "Let's don't make it a chance."



Mr. Jordan was far from the only person Ms. Greene respected telling her to stand down. Mr. Trump, who thinks the chaos in the House is harming his re-election chances, publicly vouched for Mr. Johnson as someone doing "about as good as you're going to do" and has gently pressed Ms. Greene in private to move on, according to people familiar with their conversations who described them on condition of anonymity.



Former Speaker Kevin McCarthy, who elevated Ms. Greene and turned her into one of his top allies during his abbreviated time in the top post, never criticized her publicly. But privately, he called Mr. Johnson and offered to intervene with her on his behalf, according to people knowledgeable about the exchange.



Ultimately, none of it mattered. Ms. Greene could not be controlled -- even if her campaign against the speaker has left her isolated within her party.



So on Wednesday morning, wearing a red MAGA cap and standing in front of a blown-up picture of Mr. Johnson embracing Representative Hakeem Jeffries, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, Ms. Greene said she would demand a vote next week to remove Mr. Johnson from the speakership. Mr. Jeffries, she said, had embraced Mr. Johnson with "a warm hug and a big, wet, sloppy kiss," making them the joint leaders of what she refers to disdainfully as the "uniparty."



She did so knowing that her effort to depose Mr. Johnson was all but certain to fail. She has only two Republicans publicly committed to backing it and Democrats have said they would vote to block any motion to oust the speaker, giving him more than enough votes to kill it.



But Ms. Greene has never abided by the conventional rules of politics, where a loss on the House floor is considered a major defeat. Since arriving in Congress four years ago, she has played a different game all together -- one in which the only way to lose is by becoming irrelevant and inconspicuous.



That was true when she first arrived in Washington after embracing the QAnon conspiracy theory during her campaign (she 
later said she decided to "choose another path"
) and 
caused constant headaches for House Republican leaders with her inflammatory statements
. After a brief interlude of trying to play the inside game by forming an alliance with Mr. McCarthy, Ms. Greene is back to her old playbook, even though she insists she is being deliberate about how she proceeds.




Ms. Greene referred disdainfully to Speaker Mike Johnson and Representative Hakeem Jeffries, Democrat of New York, as the joint leaders of the "uniparty."




For more than a month, she has dangled the threat of an ouster over Mr. Johnson, raising doubts about whether she would go through with a move even hard-right Republicans oppose. She continued to hesitate even on Wednesday, when she said she wanted to give her colleagues one more weekend to think about how they would vote, and offered Mr. Johnson one last opportunity to resign.



"I'm not irresponsible," she told reporters outside the Capitol. "I care about my conference. I have been measured. I have given this time. I have been giving warning after warning. It was a warning to stop serving the Democrats and support our Republican conference and support our agenda. And he didn't do it."



To understand her refusal to drop the matter in the face of solid resistance from her colleagues, it helps to know how Ms. Greene spends her time. In Congress, she operates more as a MAGA influencer than a legislator, relentlessly attacking Democrats and railing about the southern border. In doing so, she appeals to a white, working-class audience that sees her as one of them.



As isolated as she appears to be on Capitol Hill, Ms. Greene's strategy is working for her political brand. In mid-April, Mr. Johnson was more popular with Trump voters than Ms. Greene, according to a poll by The Economist/YouGov. 
About 18 percent of Trump voters
 at that time held an unfavorable view of him, compared to 25 percent who held a negative view of Ms. Greene.



But after the House passed a massive foreign aid bill with bipartisan support and Ms. Greene continued to threaten Mr. Johnson, his popularity with Trump voters suffered and Ms. Greene's increased. About 31 percent of those voters now have a negative view of Mr. Johnson, 
compared to 23 percent who hold an unfavorable view of Ms. Greene
.



She also epitomizes the incentive system that many blame for Congress's deep dysfunction. Her rhetoric and behavior generate viral social media content that keeps her where she most likes to be -- in front of a camera -- which in turn helps make her more famous and drives more small-dollar donations to her campaign.



Ms. Greene is not necessarily concerned that her behavior will hurt the House Republican conference, a place where she has few allies, as long as she is strengthening her own brand that is beloved by the MAGA base.



"It's a brilliant move," Stephen K. Bannon, the former Trump adviser and host of the influential "War Room" podcast, said of Ms. Greene's decision to move ahead with the effort to oust Mr. Johnson. "The old politics is gone. Politics today is media and theater and drama and coming into the moment. You have to pierce the white noise, and she knows how to pierce it. She doesn't need to connect to the donors. What's relevant is this mass movement that's out there that's looking for leadership."



He added, "She's giving original, pure Trump."




At this year's State of the Union address, Ms. Greene came dressed like a one-woman political protest -- and heckled Mr. Biden in the middle of his speech. 




On Wednesday morning, Ms. Greene's first stop after her news conference was a 45-minute appearance on Mr. Bannon's program. Ms. Greene said her goal was to put her colleagues "on record" by holding the vote "to see who the uniparty is."



Mr. Bannon, whose show serves as a major fund-raising platform for MAGA Republicans, previously banned Ms. Greene from appearing there after she made an alliance with Mr. McCarthy and supported the debt limit deal he negotiated with President Biden.



During that period, Ms. Greene was taking a different approach to the job, trying on the uniform of team player in an attempt to gain more influence. Ms. Greene, who had been stripped of her committee seats by Democrats during her first term in Congress, tried transforming from a powerless sideshow into a more serious legislator.



During Mr. McCarthy's weeklong, 15-vote ordeal to win the gavel last year, Ms. Greene locked arms with him in a surprise move and said she just wanted Congress to get down to business.



"I've been here for two years without committees, and I'm really ready to get to work," she said in an interview last year. "Before I even came to Congress, that's what I did in my life, was work. We need to be doing that." She was later kicked out of the House Freedom Caucus because of her close alliance with Mr. McCarthy.



But now she has returned to a posture that's a more natural fit: berating the leader of her party on Capitol Hill and seeking maximum attention, even if nobody is rushing to join her.



At Mr. Biden's State of the Union address this year, Ms. Greene came dressed like a one-woman political protest -- complete with MAGA cap, political buttons and a T-shirt bearing the name of Laken Riley, a nursing student alleged to have been killed by an undocumented immigrant -- and heckled Mr. Biden in the middle of his speech.



Ms. Greene has maintained that her actions are not driven by a deep need for attention or by any personal animus toward Mr. Johnson. Instead, she said it's about policy, and his decision to push through a foreign aid package that included $60.8 billion in aid to Ukraine by relying on Democratic votes.



"Nobody wants this drama right now, but it's Mike Johnson who has completely brought it on all of us," she told Mr. Bannon on his show. "Yeah, this is inconvenient, but I didn't come up here to Washington to go along and get along and put it in cruise control."
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News Analysis



Florida's Six-Week Abortion Ban Is Now Law, With Political Implications



The ban, which took effect on Wednesday, was part of Gov. Ron DeSantis's push into cultural conservatism. But Florida politics is rarely that simple.




Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida enacted the six-week ban in private, with little fanfare, last year.




By Patricia Mazzei


May 01, 2024


As Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida prepared to run for president last spring, he gathered anti-abortion activists in his Capitol office for an unusual bill signing, held late at night and behind closed doors.



Florida lawmakers had just approved a ban on abortions after six weeks of pregnancy, a major policy shift that would sharply restrict access to the procedure for women in neighboring states as well as for Floridians. 
That law took effect
 on Wednesday.



For Mr. DeSantis, the move seemed like something that would play well among some Republican presidential primary voters in states like Iowa. But this was Florida, and 
public opinion polls suggested broad opposition
 to such a strict law.



So Mr. DeSantis, who typically crisscrosses the state to sign bills, 
enacted the six-week ban in April 2023
 with little fanfare, part of a headlong push into cultural conservatism meant to bolster his national campaign.



Mr. DeSantis dropped out
 of the presidential race in January. His culture wars appear to have peaked, at least for now. Voters in a string of states, including more traditionally Republican ones, have chosen to protect or expand abortion rights. 
A similar ballot measure
 will go before Florida voters in November, with the potential to significantly influence contests down the ballot.



Perhaps the biggest political question in Florida, though, is just how much abortion might swing the election. Is it unique enough to turn around a state that has trended reliably Republican?




A clinic that provides abortions in Jacksonville, Fla. A six-week abortion ban that the state's governor, Ron DeSantis, signed last year takes effect on Wednesday.




The proposed constitutional amendment, known as Amendment 4, would allow abortions "before viability," or up to about 24 weeks, and would need more than 60 percent support to pass. That threshold is high, especially in the face of an organized opposition campaign characterizing the language as too far-reaching.



"The average Floridian, when they hear the truth about this extreme amendment, they will vote it down," State Representative Jenna Persons-Mulicka, a Fort Myers Republican, said last month.



But some Floridians, including some Republicans, have wondered whether a relentless pursuit of divisive policies ahead of Mr. DeSantis's presidential run might now be forcing a bit of recalibration to be more in line with the state's diverse electorate.



The governor and Republican lawmakers pursued fewer culture war fights during this year's legislative session. 
They made it harder
 for residents to file book challenges in schools. 
The state also settled a lawsuit
 filed by opponents of a law prohibiting instruction on sexual orientation and gender identity through the eighth grade.



"We're very much Middle America," said the Rev. Sarah Robinson, pastor of the Audubon Park Covenant Church in Orlando, who attended a "Yes on 4" rally last month. "Middle-class people who are trying to raise families and care for their communities. And there are definitely things that they'd rather be doing than fighting these policies."



National Democrats have expressed optimism that the abortion ballot measure could put Florida in play, despite no clear commitment of how much money the party is willing to spend in the state and a substantial Democratic disadvantage in voter registrations. 
President Biden briefly spoke
 about the six-week ban in Tampa last week, and Vice President Kamala Harris will travel to Jacksonville to draw attention to the state ban on Wednesday.



"There is one person responsible for this nightmare: Donald Trump," Mr. Biden said in a statement about the ban.



Asked on Tuesday about Democrats' hopeful claims, Mr. DeSantis offered a dismissive "Pfft" and laughed.



"I welcome Biden-Harris to spend a lot of money in Florida. Light up the airwaves," he said, indicating that the funds would be poorly spent. "We are fine with you doing that here, but I can confidently predict that you will see Republican victories, not just at the top of the ticket but up and down the ballot."




Anti-abortion protesters outside an abortion clinic in Fort Pierce, Fla., on Saturday.




Former President Donald J. Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, who won Florida in 2016 and 2020 and resides in Palm Beach, has refused to say whether he will vote against the constitutional amendment. 
He has recently suggested that some states have gone too far
 in restricting abortion, though in keeping with 
his shifting views
 on the issue, he has also said that the decision should lie with the states.



Democrats have tried to pin the strict state abortion laws on Mr. Trump for appointing to the Supreme Court 
justices who helped overturn Roe v. Wade
 in June 2022.



For his part, 
Mr. DeSantis has rarely campaigned on the ban
 that he signed. On Tuesday, he mostly focused on waiving admission fees for Florida state parks during Memorial Day weekend and on promoting Gulf red snapper season.



"This was done to help Ron DeSantis in his ambitious plan to run for president," State Senator Lauren Book, the Democratic minority leader, said of the ban. "It didn't work, and it has really created dire, dangerous consequences for women."



Florida is full of transplants from the Northeast and Midwest, and their cultural politics have skewed more liberal -- or at least more libertarian -- than those in other parts of the Deep South. Floridians have elected Republicans while also approving liberal ballot proposals, including ones that 
raised
 the minimum wage to $15 an hour, 
restored
 felons' voting rights and 
legalized
 medical marijuana.



Before Mr. DeSantis enacted 
a 15-week abortion ban
 in April 2022, Florida allowed abortions up to 24 weeks.



John Stemberger, the president of Liberty Counsel Action, an anti-abortion lobbying group, said that Florida's 24-week law had less to do with public opinion and more to do with legal precedent set by the Florida Supreme Court in 1989. The court ruled then that a privacy clause in the State Constitution extended to abortion rights.



"It didn't really reflect the demographics of Florida," Mr. Stemberger said of the old ruling. "It reflected the opinion of seven justices who made a policy-oriented decision."



The court, now conservative and nearly entirely appointed by Mr. DeSantis, reversed that position on April 1. Mr. Stemberger credited Mr. DeSantis for stocking his administration with "solid social conservatives" willing to push abortion restrictions: "Personnel is policy."



Even with the 15-week ban in place, there was an uptick in abortions in Florida last year, in part because women from other Southern states with stricter laws had traveled to Florida for the procedure.



Stephanie Loraine Pineiro, executive director of the Florida Access Network, a fund that helps women in Florida pay for abortions, said that requests for support doubled in April, as the countdown to the six-week ban was underway. The organization increased its budget by 25 percent for the month but still had to turn away some patients.



"The reality is that people are going to continue to need abortion access," she said, "regardless of the election cycle."
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From Florida to Arizona, Abortion Politics Dominate the 2024 Race



As a six-week ban takes effect in Florida, and Arizona legislators move to repeal their 1864 law restricting the procedure, Democrats hope the issue will help carry them through a tough political environment.




A clinic that provides abortions in Jacksonville, Fla. A six-week abortion ban signed last year by the state's Republican governor, Ron DeSantis, took effect on Wednesday.




By Katie Glueck


May 01, 2024


In Florida, a 
ban on most abortions after six weeks of pregnancy
 took effect.



In Arizona, state lawmakers 
moved to repeal
 a stringent abortion ban that dates to the Civil War era.



And across the country, the presidential campaign trail on Wednesday was brimming with reminders of just how central Democrats hope the abortion rights debate will be to voters' decisions this fall.



Nearly two years after 
the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade
, Democrats are betting that the tangible effects of abortion restrictions that many Americans are already experiencing -- and the threats of more to come -- will help their party power through an ominous and volatile political environment, as Republicans 
struggle to address an issue
 that has become a significant, sustained liability for them.



"Donald Trump is to blame for the harm state abortion bans are doing to women every day in our country," Vice President Kamala Harris 
wrote on social media
 on Wednesday morning, as she prepared to speak in Jacksonville, Fla., about the state's "extreme" new ban.



As they did in the midterm elections in 2022, Democrats are borrowing from language long favored by Republicans -- about 
freedom
 and limiting the reach of government -- to make their case.



They believe that Mr. Trump, whose Supreme Court nominees helped overturn Roe, recently bolstered their argument further.



In a 
Time magazine interview
 released on Tuesday, Mr. Trump 
refused to commit
 to vetoing a national abortion ban and said he would allow states to monitor women's pregnancies and prosecute those who violated abortion restrictions.



"There seems to be no limit to how invasive Trump would let the state be," President Biden 
said in a video
 released on Wednesday morning. "This should be a decision between a woman and her doctor, and the government should get out of people's lives."



The focus on abortion rights propelled Democrats in the midterm elections, when candidates harnessed voter anger over abortion restrictions to overcome challenging national headwinds in key contests.



And it has remained a potent force in subsequent elections.



But it is not yet clear how galvanizing the issue will be in a presidential election shaped by economic concerns at home and crises abroad, with two well-known and unpopular men at the top of their party's tickets.



And even as Democrats sought to keep the issue at the forefront of voters' minds on Wednesday, they were competing with 
unrest at college campuses
 across the country, including in critical battleground states, as students protested the war in Gaza, with many objecting to Mr. Biden's support for Israel.



Such scenes of turmoil, some party strategists have warned, 
can be damaging
 for the party that controls the White House.
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It's Not Just Gaza: Student Protesters See Links to a Global Struggle



In many students' eyes, the war in Gaza is linked to other issues, such as policing, mistreatment of Indigenous people, racism and the impact of climate change. 




Student protesters at Emory University in Atlanta said they were inspired by the local effort to oppose a police training facility nicknamed "Cop City."




By Jeremy W. Peters


May 01, 2024


Talk to student protesters across the country, and their outrage is clear: They have been galvanized by the scale of death and destruction in Gaza, and will risk arrest to fight for the Palestinian cause.



For most of them, the war is taking place in a land they've never set foot in, where those killed -- 34,000 so far, according to local health authorities -- are known to them only through what they have read or seen online.



But for many, the issues are closer to home, and at the same time, much bigger and broader. In their eyes, the Gaza conflict is a struggle for justice, linked to issues that seem far afield. They say they are motivated by policing, mistreatment of Indigenous people, discrimination toward Black Americans and the impact of global warming.



In interviews with dozens of students across the country over the last week, they described, to a striking degree, the broad prism through which they see the Gaza conflict, which helps explain their urgency -- and recalcitrance.



Ife Jones, a first-year student at Emory University in Atlanta, linked her current activism to the 1960s civil right movement, which her family had participated in.



"The only thing missing was the dogs and the water," Ms. Jones said of the current pushback to demonstrators.



Many protesters have rebuffed entreaties from university administrators, chained themselves to benches and taken over buildings. Now, demonstrators have faced a harsh crackdown, with hundreds of 
arrests
 in the last 24 hours at many schools, including Columbia University.



With pro-Israel students ratcheting up their counterprotests on a number of campuses, the climate could grow even more strained in the coming days.




An encampment on the campus of the University of California, Los Angeles.




In interviews, the language of many protesters was also distinctive. Students freely salted their explanations with academic terms like intersectionality, colonialism and imperialism, all to make their case that the plight of Palestinians is a result of global power structures that thrive on bias and oppression.



"As an environmentalist, we pride ourselves on viewing the world through intersectional lenses," said Katie Rueff, a first-year student at Cornell University. "Climate justice is an everyone issue. It affects every dimension of identity, because it's rooted in the same struggles of imperialism, capitalism -- things like that. I think that's very true of this conflict, of the genocide in Palestine."



Jawuanna McAllister, a 27-year-old Ph.D. candidate in cell and molecular biology at Cornell, pointed to the name of the student group she is affiliated with:the Coalition for Mutual Liberation.



"
It's in our name: mutual liberation," Ms. McAllister said. "That means we're antiracist, anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist organization. We believe that none of us can be free and have the respect and dignity we deserve unless all of us are free."



Almost all protest groups want an immediate cease-fire, and some kind of 
divestment
 from companies that have interests in Israel or in the military. But because everything is connected, some protesters have other items on their agenda.



At the University of California, Los Angeles, students like Nicole Crawford are demanding that the school sever its relationship with the Los Angeles Police Department, along with calls for greater transparency about the school's investments. Ms. Crawford, 20, said she connects the suffering of Gazans to the plight of other oppressed people worldwide.



"When you are a part of any oppressed group, especially people that are experiencing direct state violence like being part of the Pan-African diaspora within the United States, which is built on the enslavement and dehumanization and degradation of African peoples, that does politicize you," Ms. Crawford said.



At Emory University, protesters occupying the campus quad have chanted "Free Palestine," along with "Stop Cop City," referring to a large police and fire training 
compound
 being built on the outskirts of Atlanta.



Ari Quan, a 19-year-old Emory first-year student from Columbia, S.C., who uses the pronouns they and them, acknowledged not having followed the conflict in Gaza especially closely, but said there was considerable overlap between the movement for greater justice in policing and pro-Palestinian sentiment. They were moved to join the demonstrations on campus after seeing their friend pushed to the ground by the police.



"I would have felt bad if I wasn't involved," they said. "To see the police become more militarized is hard for me to imagine."



The student movement in support of Palestinians has been built over decades by linking to other issues. Students for Justice in Palestine, a loosely connected confederation that began to emerge 
in the early 1990s
 at the University of California, Berkeley, consciously invited other activists -- environmentalists, opponents of American intervention in Latin America, critics of the Gulf War -- broadening the group's base.



Today, the group's national steering committee claims more than 200 autonomous chapters, most of them in the United States. And they often work with other student groups.



Coalition building is a source of strength and pride, giving protesters a sense that much of the world is with them.



But scholars say this current movement, which has outraged many pro-Israel students and alumni, is starkly different from the movements against apartheid in South Africa or the Vietnam War.



In the 1960s, during demonstrations against the Vietnam War, there was no single constituency that felt attacked as an ethnicity, said Timothy Naftali, who
 
teaches public policy at Columbia, though he acknowledged that student soldiers or those in the R.O.T.C. would have been targeted.



"I would imagine that these demonstrations now are creating a feeling of insecurity in a much bigger way than the antiwar demonstrations during Vietnam did," Mr. Naftali said.



Much of the divide today is centered around Hamas and antisemitism.



In interviews, many students declined to engage when asked about Hamas, the militant group that led the Oct. 7 attacks in Israel that killed 1,200 people. Many simply said that the attacks were awful.



But Lila Steinbach, a senior at Washington University in St. Louis, acknowledged that the attacks stirred up complicated emotions. She knows people who were killed and taken hostage in the attacks. Like many of the protesters, she was raised Jewish.



"What happened on Oct. 7 was a test of my politics, as someone who is committed to liberalization and decolonization," she said, adding, "It's hard to not condemn all of the violence being committed by Hamas."



Yet, she added, "I also know that the violence of the Israelis and the violence of U.S. imperialism and the conditions cultivated by those actors are responsible for breeding terrorism. When you grow up in an open air prison and you're orphaned and you are told that Israelis are at fault, why wouldn't you believe them?"



Antisemitism, almost all the student protesters said, is a real concern.



But they said they just do not see it around them -- not in their encampments, not among the other protesters, not in their chants, such as "from the river to the sea." (In their view, "from the river to the sea" is not a call to wipe out the state of Israel, but a call for peace and equality.)



On Sunday, a few dozen protesters hung around the encampment at the University of Pittsburgh. Alexandra Weiner, 25, a faculty member in the math department at the university, said that she grew up attending the Tree of Life Synagogue, where a white nationalist gunned down 11 worshipers in 2018.



While some counterprotesters had called the encampment antisemitic, she said, "I have not experienced or heard a single sentiment of antisemitism."



Later that day, hundreds of protesters marched on campus, calling for a cease-fire. After a short standoff with the police, two were arrested. On Tuesday, the encampment was gone.
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As Protests Grow, Universities Choose Different Ways to End Unrest



Columbia has taken the spotlight after twice asking the police to quell pro-Palestinian demonstrations on campus. Brown University chose a different path.




Pro-Palestinian demonstrators marched through Manhattan in support of student encampments at universities across the city on Tuesday.




By Sharon Otterman and Santul Nerkar


May 01, 2024


The first time Columbia University tried to shut down the pro-Palestinian encampment on its campus, two weeks ago, it called in the New York Police Department. That backfired. Students who were not arrested reestablished a larger encampment on the next lawn over and drew hundreds of protesters from across the city and beyond who rallied at the campus's gates.



The second time the university attempted to shut down the encampment, on Monday, it tried something different. It offered students who left by a deadline partial amnesty from punishment; if they refused, Columbia would suspend them. That tactic also failed to end the unrest. Instead, a subgroup of protesters took over a campus building, Hamilton Hall, in the middle of the night.



Finally, on Tuesday evening, the university brought in the police again, to rout protesters from the building and encampment. More than 100 people were arrested. As some demonstrators continued to rally outside the gates, and faculty members and students reeled over what had just happened, a question loomed: Would this be the end of weeks of escalating protests on Columbia's campus?



Across the nation, different schools are facing the same question, with no easy answers. Some administrators have called in the police. Others have met with students at the negotiating table. In all cases, university officials are no doubt watching the school calendar, counting the days until the semester ends, but also until a flood of families comes to campus for graduation ceremonies.



The difficulty administrators face stems in large part from one of the demands that student protesters are making: that schools end financial ties with companies supporting Israel. Students at Columbia and elsewhere also want universities to publicly disclose all of their investments, to ensure accountability for divestment.



For universities, considering those demands raises a host of problems, both logistical and political, that may make acquiescing nearly impossible.




Demands that universities divest from Israel poses difficult challenges for leaders seeking to balance political interests.




The protesters point to victories by previous campus movements that won similar demands, including the 1968 takeover of Hamilton Hall and other campus buildings, which ultimately led the school to disaffiliate from a weapons research institute involved in the Vietnam War and end its plans to build a gym in a Harlem park. In 1985, Columbia became the first 
Ivy League university
 to divest from South Africa after student protests.



"I think we can see throughout history, especially on Columbia's campus, when escalations like these have happened, there has been success," said Cameron Jones, an undergraduate protester with Columbia's Jewish Voice for Peace, a pro-Palestinian group that was suspended last year for not following protest rules. "You can look at the fight for divestment from apartheid South Africa, fossil fuel divestment, private prison divestment, escalations do work. So that's why we as students are doing it."



Even as Columbia turned to the police again to tamp down on protests this week, another Ivy League school seemed to find a way to bring the protests to an end by saying it would consider student demands.



On Tuesday, Brown University 
announced
 that it had reached an agreement with protesters to peacefully end an encampment there. According to 
the agreement
, which has been signed by students who represent the Brown Divest Coalition, students say they will remove their tents, among other things.



In exchange, Brown agreed that five students would be invited to meet with members of the Corporation of Brown University to discuss divestment. The corporation will hold a vote on the matter at its October 2024 meeting, Christina H. Paxson, Brown's president, wrote in a letter to the community.



The student movement saw it as a victory that the issue even got to the table. Still, that does not mean the university will ultimately decide to divest.



"We do hope a vote by the Brown Corporation in October, either for or against divestment, will bring clarity to an issue that is of longstanding interest to many members of our community," said Brian Clark, a university spokesman, in a statement.




Protesters outside a campus building that others had occupied earlier in the day on Tuesday in an escalation of tactics at Columbia University.




Columbia, for its part, has faced enormous internal and external pressures, making any official move toward divestment in Israel highly unlikely, even though its undergraduates 
voted
 to support divestment in an April referendum.



Nemat Shafik, Columbia's president, appeared in Congress two weeks ago and largely agreed with the Republican-led committee that the pro-Palestinian protests on her campus included antisemitic rhetoric and were making the campus feel unsafe for many Jewish students. Any steps that the university takes to distance itself from Israel would bring additional criticism and amplify the pressure Dr. Shafik faces to clamp down.



In a statement Monday, Ms. Shafik said Columbia would not divest from Israel, but that it had offered protesters "an expedited timeline for review" of new proposals to go before the Advisory Committee on Socially Responsible Investing, the university group focused on ethical investing.



Columbia is facing at least three lawsuits from Jewish students arguing that the school has allowed a discriminatory environment for Jewish students to emerge on campus. The school is also facing congressional and federal civil rights investigations, and pressure from donors, alumni groups and parents. There are hundreds of Israeli students on campus, and thousands of Jewish students, though only some say they feel threatened.



In addition, most states, including New York, also have laws that bar public institutions from divesting from Israel, or ban them from entering into contracts with companies that call for boycotts of Israel, to guard against the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
 movement that targets Israel. Opponents see the movement as antisemitic for singling out the world's only Jewish-majority state.



There are also technical reasons that divestment would be more difficult now than it was following protests in decades past.



In the 1980s, weeks of sit-ins at Columbia led the school to announce that it would be selling $39 million in stock from companies like Coca-Cola, Ford Motor and Mobil Oil because of their investments in South Africa.



But compared to universities in the '80s, those today invest less of their endowments in individual stocks, with more tied up in general index funds and private equity, which are handled by managers independent of the schools. Private universities report some of their holdings in public portfolios, but that's a tiny sliver of the pie.



"For places like Columbia and N.Y.U. that heavily invest in hedge funds, it becomes pretty hard to even know if you're spending money in Israel," said Chris Marsicano, a professor of educational studies and public policy at Davidson College.



In a written proposal submitted last December, activists at Columbia listed a number of companies they wanted the school to divest from, including Google, which has a large contract with the Israeli military, and Airbnb, which advertises listings on Israeli settlements in the West Bank. It also named the university's indirect holdings in companies like Caterpillar, a maker of armored bulldozers for the Israeli government, which Columbia owns in an exchange-trade fund managed by BlackRock, the world's largest asset manager.



The school's socially responsible investing advisers have created a list of companies in tobacco, private prisons and fossil fuels that the university does not directly invest in. But that committee 
rejected
 student organizers' divestment proposal back in March.



On Monday, as Brown protesters were packing up their tents after agreeing to continue talks about divestment next fall, Columbia shut down negotiations with the student coalition that had led the encampment, saying the talks had come to an impasse. On Tuesday, it called in the police to remove protesters.



By Wednesday, the atmosphere was quiet on both campuses.



At Brown, the encampment was gone. The area where tents once stood was surrounded by new metal fencing.



Outside of Columbia's gates, a small group of students and faculty members picketed under the watchful eye of the police, holding up signs saying "Divest Now" and "No Cops on Campus." Inside the largely locked down campus, protesters were absent and the remnants of the encampments had been removed.



Jenna Russell
 contributed reporting.
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What the First Amendment Means for Campus Protests



Encampments? Occupying buildings? Demonstrators cite their right to free expression, but the issues are thorny.




A student flashes a peace sign behind a statue of Alexander Hamilton at the now-occupied Hamilton Hall on the Columbia University campus.




By Alan Blinder


May 01, 2024


Protesters on college campuses have often cited the First Amendment as shelter for their tactics, whether they were simply waving signs or taking more dramatic steps, like setting up encampments, occupying buildings or chanting slogans that critics say are antisemitic.



But many legal scholars, along with university lawyers and administrators, believe at least some of those free-speech assertions muddle, misstate, test or even flout the amendment, which is meant to guard against state suppression.



Whose interpretation and principles prevail, whether in the courts or among the administrators in charge of meting out discipline, will do much to determine whether protesters face punishments for campus turmoil.



The First Amendment doesn't automatically apply at private schools.



Public universities, as arms of government, must yield to the First Amendment and how the courts interpret its decree that there shall be no law "abridging the freedom of speech" or "the right of the people peaceably to assemble."



But private universities set their own standards around speech and protest.



To be sure, private universities tend to embrace free expression more than, say, private businesses. Those policies and approaches, though, are driven by principles like academic freedom and the marketplace of ideas, not constitutional law.



Columbia University, a hub through this round of campus protests and 
the scene of an enormous police response
 on Tuesday night, has not forbidden all speech. But its current policy includes a set of rules, such as permissible demonstration zones and preregistration of protests, that the university says are intended to ensure safety while promising that "all members of the university community have the right to speak, study, research, teach and express their own views."



Legal scholars have said that while the university's approach may anger students and faculty members, and may even curtail speech on campus, Columbia faces far less legal risk than any public school might.



'Time, place and manner' is a crucial standard.



Academic administrators and the courts alike often find comfort in frameworks, and the notion of "time, place and manner" is deeply embedded in case law involving free speech.



Under that doctrine, governments may sometimes regulate logistical details associated with speech. The doctrine is not a blank check for state power over speech -- a government must, for example, apply regulations without discriminating against a viewpoint -- but it allows for some restrictions in the pursuit of public safety and order.



For university leaders, the doctrine offers a template of sorts for protest policies that can survive legal scrutiny and withstand political backlashes.



"We always thought that time, place, manner -- if applied in a fair, open and completely neutral way -- was the best mechanism to both allow protest and also to ensure that protest didn't disrupt academic programming and activities," said Nicholas B. Dirks, a former chancellor of the University of California, Berkeley, which has one of the richest traditions of protest in higher education.



But, Dr. Dirks added, "That's easier said than done."



Another important test is 'imminent lawless action.'



The Supreme Court, soon after World War I, delivered a First Amendment ruling that included the phrase "clear and present danger." About 50 years later, the court adopted an approach focused on "imminent lawless action."



That test is important in gauging whether, for example, the First Amendment protects an antisemitic chant. If the rhetoric is intended to provoke an "imminent lawless action" and is likely to do so, it is not considered constitutionally sound. But a chant that fails any part of that standard is protected, meaning that even some grotesquely uncomfortable, distasteful speech may not be subject to discipline by the government.



"The tricky part is when the conduct and the speech are close to the line," said Timothy J. Heaphy, who was a United States attorney during the Obama administration and later the university counsel at the University of Virginia.



Some threatening behavior on campuses is illegal under federal civil rights law. Two men, for instance, pleaded guilty to using a threat of force to intimidate Black students and employees at the University of Mississippi after they placed a noose around a campus statue of James Meredith, the first Black student to enroll there, in 2014. One of the men was sentenced to prison.




A tent encampment on the Kresge Lawn at M.I.T. in Cambridge, Mass., over the weekend.




Are encampments covered by the First Amendment?



Although some campus protesters consider their encampments to be a form of speech, the courts have held that restrictions on overnight camping and the like can meet the time, place and manner test, even on public property.



In a 7-2 ruling in 1984, for instance, the Supreme Court ruled that the National Park Service could refuse a request for protesters to spend nights in "symbolic tents" near the White House under its regulations against sleeping in places that were not classified as campgrounds.



"The regulation forbidding sleeping meets the requirements for a reasonable time, place, or manner restriction of expression," Justice Byron White wrote in his opinion.



"The regulation is neutral with regard to the message presented, and leaves open ample alternative methods of communicating the intended message concerning the plight of the homeless," he added.



A court would never see a building occupation like the one this week at Columbia, Mr. Heaphy predicted, as a protected First Amendment activity.



"Students occupied the building," he said. "That's conduct. That's not going to last."



Can universities change policies?



Generally, yes, but, for public universities, the First Amendment still applies.



Again, private universities have more discretion.



At the University of Chicago, the president, Paul Alivisatos, noted this week that while encampments violate school rules, administrators "may allow an encampment to remain for a short time despite the obvious violations of policy."



Floating that possibility, he cited "the importance of the expressive rights of our students" and said that "the impact of a modest encampment does not differ so much from a conventional rally or march."



But he signaled the university would not allow its policy to be eviscerated, and he urged students involved with the encampment "to instead embrace the multitude of other tools at their disposal."
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At Portland State University's crescent-shaped library, students can normally peer through floor-to-ceiling windows at the leafy green spaces below. But the library, under occupation since Monday by pro-Palestinian protesters, now has been turned into a makeshift fortress.



Chairs are piled around the windows. Wood pallets are stacked next to the doors as fortifications. Next to what is normally a circulation desk, students have established a medic center, preparing for what might happen if police officers try to force their way in.



"We'll stop occupying this building when Israel stops occupying Palestine," reads one of many messages scrawled on the walls in red paint.




Pro-Palestinian protesters have overtaken the library since Monday.




Portland State, founded as a campus to educate World War II veterans, has a long history of protest. In 1970, students and other anti-Vietnam War protesters battled with the police in the greenbelt near campus. The clashes sent dozens of protesters to the hospital in what became known as the Battle of the Park Blocks. The city engaged in furious protests in 2020 after the killing of George Floyd, with activists marching through the streets and smashing windows long after other cities had gone quiet.



Now, the city's new center of protest is Millar Library, where for more than a day dozens of demonstrators have ignored college administrators' pleas to vacate the premises.



The university has called for the Portland Police Bureau to intervene. But after a late-night news conference on Monday in which the authorities warned of possible felony charges for those who refused to leave, the activists dug in and began to prepare for what might come next.



Inside the library on Tuesday, young people wearing black clothes and masks were moving furniture to build up the barricades around doors and windows. Others were sleeping at a rest station.



On a sheet of yellow paper, organizers had scrawled a list of needs, calling for water, vegan foods, radios, balaclavas, helmets and respirators. By midafternoon, two cars had pulled up with more wood pallets.




Organizers prepare for extended occupation and reach out for supplies.





Next to what is normally a circulation desk, students have established a medic center, preparing for what might happen if police officers try to force their way in.




Most of those organizing the operation said they did not want to speak about it, even anonymously. One student who declined to give their name said they planned to stay as long as possible.



Faisal Ibraheem, a student who was not involved in the occupation but showed up to support the effort, said Tuesday that as a Muslim student, he had been horrified by what he had seen happening with Israel's military operation in Gaza, which is the focus of the library protest and others like it around the country.



"There has to be something done, and if it comes down to this, and that this might be the only way you know, they might actually start doing something," he said.



But another student, Michael Bausch, said he thought that the activists were correct in their goals, but that their effort seemed to lack direction and the solutions should come from allowing everyone in the community to be heard.



"I feel like we should have a better student coalition than this," he said.



The students have demanded that the university cut ties with the Boeing Co., which has supplied weaponry to Israel, and also for the university leadership to call for an unconditional cease-fire.




The authorities warned of possible felony charges, but activists have dug in and begun preparing for what may come next.




Initially, the university took a hands-off approach to the demonstrations, hoping to avoid an escalation. The university's president, Ann Cudd, said she had been told that the group at the library included a mix of students, staff, faculty and community members, and felt it was appropriate for the university to engage with them.



Last week, Ms. Cudd said the university would agree to suspend accepting any financial gifts from Boeing until there could be a broader debate about the issue.



But as the demonstrators began taking over the library building, Ms. Cudd said she could not condone the property damage that could be seen from the street outside.



"I have supported the right to peaceful protest," she said in a message to the university on Tuesday. "And I am willing to meet with students to hear them out. However, these unlawful acts cannot continue."



Outside the entrance to the library, though, there was a smeared sign that had a message for her: "Ann Cudd: Hands Full of Blood."
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Water Heaters Use Lots of Energy. The D.O.E. Wants to Change That.



The Biden administration is tightening efficiency rules for water heaters, stoves and other appliances, and conservative politicians are dialing up their criticisms.




The new rules will save nearly $1 trillion over 30 years, the D.O.E. said. Conservatives counter that machines will cost more up front.




By Hiroko Tabuchi


Apr 30, 2024


The Biden administration on Tuesday adopted stricter energy-efficiency standards for residential water heaters, the most consequential move in a flurry of changes designed to reduce the energy used by many common appliances including stoves, dishwashers and lightbulbs.



The Department of Energy said the new standards, taken together, will save American households and businesses nearly $1 trillion over 30 years, and save the average family $100 a year or more through lower utility bills. The changes will also cut greenhouse gas emissions, the agency said, by an amount equivalent to taking 18 million gas-burning cars off the road over that time.



However, the changes have come under withering attack by Republican lawmakers who claim the new rules will make appliances costlier in the short term. Late last year several representatives introduced legislation with names including the "Hands Off Our Home Appliances Act," the "Liberty in Laundry Act" and the "Stop Unaffordable Dishwasher Standards Act."



The proposed legislation was just the latest salvo in a long running fight waged by conservative groups and politicians who claim the standards limit consumer choice.  Republican politicians and their allies have 
accused the administration
 of planning to ban gas stoves, for example, and conservative groups have blamed environmental rules for what it claimed was 
the decline of the American dishwasher
.



The new standards are part of President Biden's "radical environmentalist agenda" and would "deny American consumers the choices they deserve," Rep. Debbie Lesko of Arizona, who proposed the Hands Off Our Home Appliances Act, told the House Energy and Commerce Committee in December.



There is no gas stove ban. Rather, the D.O.E.'s final energy-efficiency guidelines for gas stoves amounted to a 
slight tightening
 of older standards, and about 97 percent of models on the market already meet those standards. Updates to dishwasher standards have also been modest, based on 
a compromise
 between manufacturers and efficiency advocates.



Consumer Reports, a nonprofit that does independent product testing, has found that 
more energy-efficient washers and dryers
 perform no worse on average than their less efficient counterparts.



"Most of these standards haven't been updated for more than a decade," said Andrew deLaski, executive director of the Appliance Standards Awareness Project, a nonprofit that advocates for stricter energy-efficiency guidelines. "The technology has gotten so much better but there are still products sold now that use a lot more energy to do the same job."



Still, the political pushback has gained some traction. In January, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit sided with a group of 11 states, led by Louisiana, ordering the Biden administration to revisit its efforts to rework dishwasher and washing-machine efficiency standards.



Household appliances are a big deal for energy use and for climate change. Homes and commercial buildings consume 40 percent of the energy used in the United States, and most of that energy is used by appliances and equipment like water heaters. Generating that electricity produces a lot of greenhouse gas emissions, which are causing the world to warm dangerously.



As one of the largest users of energy in American homes, more efficient residential water heaters are expected to bring the largest savings ever from a single D.O.E. rule standard. The new rules would shift most new electric water heaters to heat-pump technology, which typically uses less than half the amount of electricity that many older models use. The new rules also require gas-burning water heaters to meet more stringent standards.



Over 30 years of shipments, the new standards are expected to save Americans $124 billion on energy bills, and reduce as much planet-warming carbon dioxide emissions as 43 million homes would generate in a year. Replacing traditional water heaters with electric heat-pump water heaters would save households approximately $1,800 on their utility bills, on average, over the life of the appliance, the D.O.E. said.



To encourage people to replace older machines, the Inflation Reduction Act, a climate law passed by Congress in 2022, includes $4.5 billion in rebates for households to buy new appliances.



"Almost every U.S. household has a water heater, and for too long outdated energy-efficiency standards have led to higher utility bills for families," said U.S. Secretary of Energy Jennifer M. Granholm. "The Biden-Harris Administration is continuing to put American consumers first with new, effective rules -- supported by industry -- that save both energy and money."



Under the 
Energy Policy and Conservation Act of 1975
, signed into law by Gerald R. Ford, a Republican, the Department of Energy is required to regularly update minimum efficiency standards for a wide range of appliances used in both residential and commercial buildings. Those standards compel product designers and manufacturers to make appliances and equipment that use less energy and water.



The Trump administration stalled those updates, amid its wider policy of rolling back environmental regulations. The Biden administration is now playing catch-up, updating efficiency standards on ceiling fans, lamps and air-conditioners, as well as commercial walk-in coolers and vending machines for refrigerated drinks.
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Bird Flu Highlights Concerns Around Raw Milk



Testing suggests that pasteurization inactivates the virus. But what about raw milk and cheese?








By Alice Callahan and Dani Blum


May 01, 2024


While maintaining that avian influenza poses a low risk to the general public, health officials again warned on Wednesday about the potential risk of unpasteurized milk.



"We continue to strongly advise against the consumption of raw milk," Dr. Donald Prater, acting director of the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition at the Food and Drug Administration, said at a news conference.



Raw milk, in the best of times, "is one of the riskiest foods that we have," said Benjamin Chapman, a professor and food safety specialist at North Carolina State University. But with cases of 
avian influenza
, or bird flu, detected in dairy cows, it could potentially be even riskier now, health experts warn.



Nearly all of the dairy milk sold in stores is pasteurized, and testing by the F.D.A. has so far shown that this process inactivates the avian influenza virus H5N1.



If you're consuming pasteurized milk or dairy products, "I'm confident the risk is extraordinarily low at this point," said Dr. Dean Blumberg, chief of pediatric infectious diseases at UC Davis Health.



Raw milk,
 on the other hand, isn't pasteurized and can contain dangerous germs. While the Food and Drug Administration has long recommended consumers avoid drinking it, 
more than two dozen states
 have legalized the sale of raw milk.



The same bacteria that commonly cause food-borne illnesses, like 
salmonella,
 E. coli and 
listeria
, can fester in raw milk. Between 1998 and 2018, 
researchers linked over 200
 outbreaks, which sickened 2,645 people and led to 228 hospitalizations, to raw milk. People who are very young or very old, are pregnant or have compromised immune systems are particularly likely to get seriously ill from the pathogens in raw milk, said Darin Detwiler, a food safety expert and professor at the College of Professional Studies at Northeastern University.



Can you catch bird flu from raw milk?



Dr. Rosemary Sifford, deputy administrator of veterinary services at the Department of Agriculture, said in the Wednesday briefing that testing has found a "high viral load" in raw cow's milk, and that federal officials believe that the primary way the virus is spreading between cows is through contact with milk. Government agencies are continuing to test samples from affected herds, according to the 
F.D.A.



Researchers and health officials are not sure whether bird flu can spread from raw milk to humans.



"There's not a tremendous amount of studies showing the infectivity related to this virus and raw milk products," Dr. Prater said. But, he said, agencies are continuing to monitor the issue as new research emerges.



On Wednesday
, the F.D.A. said it "recommends that industry does not manufacture or sell raw milk or raw milk products." The agency has 
also recommended
 producers discard milk from affected cows and pasteurize raw milk from exposed cattle before feeding it to animals.



Some researchers think it is unlikely that bird flu can transmit to humans through raw milk, but Dr. Meghan Davis, a veterinarian and environmental epidemiologist at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, said that she was concerned about this possibility, in part because cats on dairy farms have been sickened by the virus.



In a 
study published Monday
, researchers described a group of about two dozen cats that were fed raw milk from cows with avian influenza on a Texas dairy farm. More than half of the cats became ill and died; two of the deceased cats were tested and found to have been infected with the virus. It's possible they were sickened by eating wild birds, but raw milk was "a likely route of exposure," the researchers wrote.



Dr. Blumberg noted that other influenza viruses that typically affect humans 
can spread
 if people touch surfaces contaminated with the virus and then touch their mouths, noses or eyes. Avian influenza may spread similarly, he said, including through handling or consuming contaminated raw milk or cheese.



There have been only 
two cases of avian influenza
 in humans reported in the United States since 2022; both people were exposed to infected animals and had mild illnesses. But the virus has caused 
severe illness
 in humans in the past, Dr. Blumberg said.



What about cheeses made from raw milk? Or goat's milk?



Some cheese-making processes can involve higher temperatures and pressures, which could inactivate the virus in raw milk, Dr. Davis said. Other steps, such as aging, could also affect virus survival. But at this stage, Dr. Davis said, it's hard to know how risky any given raw-milk cheese might be.



It's also worth being cautious about raw-dairy products from goats or sheep, Dr. Davis said. Avian influenza was detected in 
young goats on a Minnesota farm
 in March; and while there haven't yet been cases reported in sheep, it's plausible that they could contract the virus, too, she added.



How widespread is the virus?



As of April 27, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture
 had confirmed cases of avian influenza in dairy cows in nine states. But just because the virus hasn't been reported in a state it doesn't mean that it's not there, Dr. Davis said. The F.D.A. has reported finding inactive fragments of the virus in about 
20 percent of pasteurized-milk samples
 from around the country, suggesting that the virus has spread more than animal testing has indicated, she said.



"We don't yet have a good grasp of just how widespread it is," Dr. Davis said.



Since wild birds can spread the virus, small farms can be affected as well as large ones, she said.



"The precautionary approach would be to avoid raw-dairy products" altogether for the time being, Dr. Davis said. "We have so many unknowns."
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Pasteurized Dairy Foods Free of Live Bird Flu, Federal Tests Confirm



But the scope of the outbreak among cattle remains uncertain, and little human testing has been done.




The Food and Drug Administration said regulators had examined 201 commercial dairy samples, including milk, cottage cheese and sour cream, and had so far not found evidence that potentially infectious virus was on grocery shelves.




By Noah Weiland and Linda Qiu


May 01, 2024


Additional testing of retail dairy products from across the country has turned up no signs of live bird flu virus, strengthening the consensus that pasteurization is protecting consumers from the threat, federal health and agriculture officials said at a news briefing on Wednesday.



But the scope of the bird flu outbreak in cattle remains unclear, as dairy herds are not routinely tested for the infection, scientists and other experts have noted.



Just one human infection, which was mild, has been reported, in a dairy worker in Texas who had direct contact with sick cows. But scientists fear there may be many more undetected infections, particularly among farm workers.



Barely two dozen people have been tested for bird flu, federal officials said at the briefing. There have been no unusual increases in flu cases around the country, even in areas with infected cows, they added.



But Dr. Keith Poulsen, director of the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, said that farms are not required to test employees, many of whom are migrant workers who are reluctant to work with state health officials.



"How much are we ignoring because of anxiety and fear of what happens if you don't get an answer that you like?" Dr. Poulsen said.



Until last week, potentially tainted dairy products had seemed to be the most immediate threat to the public. Federal regulators last week announced early test results of around 95 retail milk samples: 
Roughly one in five
 was found to contain genetic fragments of the virus, a fact that health officials said did not present a threat to consumers.



More advanced testing later in the week 
turned up no live virus in the samples
, a relief to federal regulators.



On Wednesday, Dr. Donald A. Prater, the acting director of the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition at the Food and Drug Administration, said federal scientists had examined an additional 201 commercial dairy samples, including milk, cottage cheese and sour cream.



So far the scientists have not found evidence of potentially infectious virus. "Findings from the U.S. government partners, as well as academic researchers, do not change our assessment of the safety of the milk," Dr. Prater said.



Dr. Prater said that the F.D.A. still strongly advised against consuming raw, unpasteurized dairy products. Federal scientists are still reviewing data on whether the virus in raw milk could be infectious, he added.



As of Wednesday, the outbreak had spread to 36 herds in nine states, according to the Department of Agriculture. Scientists have criticized the Biden administration for not conducting more testing of animals in order to determine the scope of the outbreak.



Some dairy farms have been difficult to gain access to, and owners are at times reluctant to grant government workers entry to production facilities, federal officials have said.



"There's a lot of farms out there that are not reporting," Dr. Poulsen, the Wisconsin expert, said. "They're not reporting because they're really afraid of what would happen if they're not negative."



The Department of Agriculture has ruled that lactating cows must test negative for influenza A viruses, a class that includes bird flu, before they are transported across state lines. The rule also requires owners of herds with positive tests to provide data on the whereabouts of cattle to help investigators trace the disease.



But further 
guidance
 released last week 
revealed
 that farmers need to test only 30 cows in a group, potentially allowing infected cows in larger herds to move between states undetected.



Dr. Rosemary Sifford, a senior U.S.D.A. official, defended the scope of the order, saying that 30 cows were a "statistically significant number to be able to determine the status of the lot." The department now requires laboratories and state veterinarians to report any positive tests from cattle to the agency.



The U.S.D.A. also has turned its attention to meat. Colombia last week became the first country to ban beef and beef products from certain U.S. states because of the bird flu outbreak.



Dr. Jose Emilio Esteban, a senior food safety official at the U.S.D.A., said at the briefing that beef was safe to eat, but that the agency was conducting three studies to "enhance our scientific knowledge to make sure we have additional data points."



The department is testing ground beef from grocery stores, as well as the remnants of slaughtered animals, in states known to have infected dairy cattle, Dr. Esteban said. The agency is also examining the effectiveness of cooking at killing the virus by heating beef patties to three different temperatures.



Officials are also considering possible ways to compensate dairy farmers for "their cooperation and taking up of additional biosecurity practices," Dr. Sifford said.



Underlying much of the concern about the cattle outbreak is a fear among scientists that the bird flu virus 
is adapting to mammals
. Dr. Sifford said at the briefing that federal scientists had not detected any changes in the virus that would allow it to spread more easily between humans.



Dr. Demetre Daskalakis, a senior official at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, conceded that only around 25 people had been tested for infection, about the same number reported last week.



More than 100 people are being monitored for symptoms. Dr. Daskalakis said that the numbers of people who were being tested and monitored were "dynamic," in part because the monitoring period for people with symptoms ends as they recover.



Emily Anthes contributed reporting.
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Prosecutors Say They Plan to Retry Harvey Weinstein as Soon as the Fall



Mr. Weinstein, the disgraced former Hollywood producer, was in a Manhattan court Wednesday as prosecutors sought to retry him on sex crimes charges.




Harvey Weinstein was in court in Manhattan on Wednesday for the first time since his sex crimes conviction was overturned last week.




By Hurubie Meko and Maia Coleman


May 01, 2024


Manhattan prosecutors on Wednesday said they planned to retry Harvey Weinstein on sex crimes charges after his recently overturned conviction and could be ready to do so as soon as this fall.



"It was a strong case in 2020,"  Nicole Blumberg, an assistant district attorney, said, adding: "It remains a strong case in 2024."



Mr. Weinstein, 72, the disgraced former Hollywood producer, appeared in Manhattan Supreme Court before Justice Curtis Farber on Wednesday, the first time he had been in court since his 
2020 conviction was overturned
 last week.



Dressed in a dark suit and white shirt, Mr. Weinstein smiled and waved at his legal team as he was pushed into the courtroom in a wheelchair. His lawyer in New York, Arthur Aidala, sat beside him at the defense table, while 
his lawyer in California, Jennifer Bonjean
, sat in the rows behind him. In court, Mr. Aidala said that his client wasn't healthy physically but was "sharp as a tack" mentally.



Judge Farber ordered that Mr. Weinstein be remanded and set the next hearing date for May 29.



In 2020, Mr. Weinstein was convicted of raping one woman and committing a criminal sexual act against another, but the New York Court of Appeals overturned the convictions last Thursday, saying he had not had a fair trial. It was a 4-to-3 decision that horrified many of the women whose decision to speak out against him had helped ignite the #MeToo movement.



On Wednesday, Alvin Bragg, the Manhattan district attorney, sat in the rows behind the prosecutors. In his row was Jessica Mann, one of the accusers in the case, who was an aspiring actress when she said Mr. Weinstein raped her in a New York hotel room.



In the decision to overturn the conviction, the court 
sided with Mr. Weinstein's defense team
, ruling that the trial judge who presided over the case had erred in allowing the prosecutors to call as witnesses women who said that they were sexually assaulted by Mr. Weinstein but whose accusations were not tied to the charges he faced.



In court on Wednesday, Ms. Blumberg, the chief assistant district attorney, noted that Ms. Mann was present.



"She is here today to show that she is not backing down and is committed to justice being served again," Ms. Blumberg said.



Another of Mr. Weinstein's two main accusers, Miriam Haley, was not in court but said at a news conference last week that she would consider testifying again.



"I definitely don't actually want to go through that again, but for the sake of keeping going and doing the right thing and because it is what happened, I would consider it," she said. "It is difficult for me personally, but it is important for the collective."



Mr. Aidala has said that his team would object to any plans from the prosecution to call on Ms. Mann because they believe Mr. Weinstein has already served enough time to account for the sentence in her case.



Mr. Weinstein, who had been serving a 23-year sentence at a prison facility in upstate New York, was transferred on Friday to the Rikers Island jail complex to await next steps in his judicial process. He is also facing 16 years in prison in California, where, in 2022, he was convicted of raping an Italian actress in 2013. He was to begin that sentence after finishing his term in New York. Ms. Bonjean, his lawyer, has said she plans to appeal that ruling this month and that she believes the overturned conviction in New York would help her case.



Mr. Bragg addressed his office's effort to retry Mr. Weinstein at an unrelated news conference after Wednesday's hearing, saying the appeals court's ruling limited their ability to use some of the evidence from the first trial but that they were still confident.



"We look forward to having a new day in court and the court of appeals decision not being the last word or chapter on this," he said.



Mr. Bragg added that the office was already "having conversation with survivors, centering their well-being and pursuing justice."



At a separate news conference after the hearing, Mr. Aidala said that his team was ready to defend Mr. Weinstein in a new trial -- "if" the case went to trial again. This time around, he said, the "most obvious" difference is the judge -- Justice Farber -- whom he called "night and day" from the first trial judge, James Burke.



"We want a judge that will rule according to the law," he said.
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I first became aware of Paul Auster, 
who died on April 30
,
 from reading old issues of The Columbia Review when I was a student at the university. He translated French Surrealist poetry and wrote prose fiction, set in a sort of silent-movie cityscape that anticipated his novels and films.



He was already established by the time I read him. He was a romantic, bohemian figure, living hand-to-mouth in a French villa with his first wife, Lydia Davis, and trying to coax a living from literary translation.



I felt a little bit like I was tracking him then: We both came from New Jersey (like Allen Ginsberg and Philip Roth, he was a proud son of Newark); attended Columbia; were drawn to French literature. We inhabited the same Morningside Heights world of the early 1970s, with its cranks and cults, mimeographed screeds and tracts. Surely Paul, too, patronized Marlin Cafe and the Moon Palace.



But I didn't meet him until 20 years later, when I washed up in Park Slope -- a disorienting experience after 20 years in Manhattan. Paul was living blocks away, and when I met him he made me feel as if the whole neighborhood welcomed me. He was generous, open and immediately took me into his confidence, conspiratorially.



I hadn't spent much time in literary society -- my friends are mostly visual artists -- but Paul swept me into it with his animated dinners. There I met the likes of Don DeLillo and Salman Rushdie (who, in one post-dinner reverie, described his affection for Ross Geller from "Friends" while his bodyguards read tabloids in their car out front). He loved bringing people together, from across disciplines and genres and class lines, and paying enthusiastic attention to all of them. He was a first-class appreciator who didn't stint on praise, whose laughs were explosive, whose speech had a characteristic rhythm, rushing forward and then drawing back, as if ebbing, to make room for his interlocutor.



He laughed a great deal; he knew great joy. But his life was shadowed by 
Daniel, the son from his first marriage
, apparently troubled from early childhood, whose death -- along with that of Daniel's infant daughter -- hastened his own end, Paul said.



Work was often a refuge. As a writer, Paul was blessed with the gift of flow. His paragraphs were a moving sidewalk -- it was more comfortable to ride than to hop off -- so you could read him for hours, as his plots twisted and turned. That made it possible for him to experiment variously, inserting literary high jinks under cover of an engaging yarn.



Paul was fascinated by 19th-century melodrama, with its preposterous coincidences and bifurcating plots; by the avant-garde adaptation of such popular literary tropes in the early 20th century by authors like Alfred Jarry and Raymond Roussel; and by the systematic application of constraints in the writing process by Georges Perec and the Oulipo group in the 1960s and '70s.



He was very French in his orientation -- and the French repaid the favor, according him pop-star status. His books were sold in supermarkets there.



He also nailed a certain flavor of timeless French romantic melancholy, hence his affinities with the novels of Patrick Modiano and the drawings of Pierre Le-Tan. But Paul's work was always all about story, about that feeling of being actually transported by reading.
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New York Today



What Does Weinstein Reversal Mean for #MeToo?



The decision by the New York Court of Appeals is linked to legal weaknesses in the case, our reporter says.



By James Barron


Apr 26, 2024


Good morning. It's Friday. Today we'll look at the decision overturning Harvey Weinstein's conviction on sex crime charges. We'll also find out about an illegal cannabis dispensary that got a legal license.








Harvey Weinstein's conviction on felony sex crime charges was overturned by New York's top court -- a stunning reversal in the 
fundamental case of the #MeToo era
. I asked Jan Ransom, a Metro reporter who covered Weinstein's trial in 2020, to explain the decision.



How much of a surprise was the decision from the state's highest court, the Court of Appeals?



The case against Harvey Weinstein was a shaky one to begin with.



We saw evidence of cracks in the case long before it made its way to trial. A detective had failed to turn over important evidence to Manhattan prosecutors. A judge ended up dismissing part of the indictment, and evidence emerged undermining the allegation of one of the accusers at the time. All were circumstances that seemed to force the prosecutors to get creative, and I think led to an overreliance on witnesses who said Weinstein had assaulted them, but whose accusations were not the basis for any of the charges against him.



But also, the district attorney's office had hoped that when the charges against Weinstein were announced, there would be a flood of new complaints. That did not happen.



What about reactions to the decision?



After the decision came down, I called Donna Rotunno, Weinstein's lead lawyer in the New York case, and seconds into the call, she said, "Vindication." She and the rest of the defense team had said that Weinstein did not get a fair trial, and the state's highest court agreed with them.



But for the general public, the court's decision was a huge shock. For many people, when they think of Weinstein, they think of the number of women who came forward and accused him of sexual assault and abuse. More than 90 women is what people remember.



That number did not translate to the number of complainants in his criminal case because many of the alleged crimes either did not happen in Manhattan or were not within the statute of limitations.



What will the decision mean for #MeToo?



For the survivors who saw Weinstein's conviction as a win -- as validation that when you are brave and you come forward and reveal to the world in a courtroom before a room full of strangers that something awful had happened to you and that you are seeking justice -- this is certainly a blow.



But many people have said that #MeToo is not be defined or limited by the outcome of a single case.



In a lot of ways #MeToo is much bigger than Weinstein. The movement started because of his case, but it was about survivors of assault coming forward and exposing their abusers, who often were powerful men in powerful spaces.



The concern for some survivors and advocates of victims of sexual assault is that this could have an effect on whether prosecutors continue to pursue cases like these. It is hard to know that just yet.



"I hope women don't lose hope in this," Jane Manning, the director of the Women's Equal Justice Project, told me. "We have a fight on our hands to create a justice system that meets the realities of women's and survivors' lives."



But wasn't this decision really about legal technicalities, not #MeToo?



Exactly. The Court of Appeals found that the judge who presided over Weinstein's trial four years ago made a significant error when he allowed prosecutors to call to the stand a number of women who said he had sexually assaulted them -- even though their accusations were not part of the charges against him.



The Court of Appeals decision overturning his conviction did not mention #MeToo at all. The decision focused solely on the issue the defense sought to have the court review: whether or not Weinstein was afforded his right to a fair trial.



Why did the prosecutors feel they needed testimony of the additional witnesses they called?



The thinking was that the testimony would bolster the case. The strategy seemed to be even more necessary after one of the charges connected to a complaining witness was tossed out.



This was also a case with no physical evidence, so it turned solely on whether the jury believed his accusers. The prosecutors wanted to show that there was a pattern of abuse by Weinstein.



Will this decision make women who've endured abuse more reluctant to come forward than they already were
?



As a reporter who has written about criminal justice issues for more than a decade, including 
specifically about sexual assault cases
, I can say that many survivors of assault do not report sexual abuse to law enforcement because of the ways in which they have been treated by law enforcement when they have.



So it is hard to know what the effect of the decision will be or whether fewer survivors will now come forward about abuse. The system, sadly, has never made it easy for them to do so in the first place.



What happens to Weinstein? He's been in prison upstate. Will he now be released?



Weinstein has been held in semi-protective custody at Mohawk Correctional Facility -- in Rome, N.Y., some 250 miles from New York City. His spokesman said he has spent his days reading and studying the law.



The court's decision means that Weinstein can no longer be held in a New York prison, but he also cannot be freed. He is still a felon because he was 
found guilty in a separate case in California
, and the current Manhattan district attorney, Alvin Bragg, has said his office will retry the case that was just reversed.



Until that happens, Weinstein will probably be sent to Rikers Island, New York City's jail complex, where he will join more than 6,000 detainees who are all awaiting trials.



Weather



Enjoy a sunny day peaking in the high 50s. At night it should be mostly clear, with temperatures in the mid-40s.



ALTERNATE-SIDE PARKING



In effect until Monday (Passover).



The latest New York news








The Trump Trial



More local news



The illegal dispensary that got a license








Was it a bureaucratic slip-up?



New York State said when it legalized marijuana for recreational use that it would crack down on illegal weed shops.



But last month it issued a retail license to one of them, a dispensary in Queens called Budega.



My colleague Ashley Southall says the situation points to lapses in the state's vetting process. The license for Budega, the first confirmed instance of an illicit shop receiving a permit, undercut state officials' assurances that they would not reward stores that jumped the line to cash in on cannabis over those that followed the rules.



The Budega situation surfaced as the state Office of Cannabis Management is under pressure from Gov. Kathy Hochul and the industry to accelerate the pace of licensing and expand the legal market. The agency has only about 30 people assigned to review 7,000 applications, and lacks the capacity to stop some bad actors from gaming the system.



Haydee Velez Keeby, a Long Island woman who identified herself in city paperwork as Budega's owner, said she and her co-owners had been "following all the rules and regulations."



But there is abundant evidence suggesting otherwise. The store has had a presence on social media; online reviews posted as recently as February gushed about its selection of California weed, which is illegal to sell in New York.



Chris Alexander, the executive director of the state Office of Cannabis Management, said in a statement that the agency was investigating whether the owners had misled the agency. If so, he said, "we will exhaust all available options" -- including revoking the license.



METROPOLITAN diary



Ordering








Dear Diary:



My husband and I were hosting guests from out of town at an upscale restaurant on the Upper East Side.



A waiter came to the table and asked in a haughty tone if we were ready to order.



When it was one of our guests' turn, she paused.



"I'm trying to decide between the lamb and the roast chicken," she said. "What do you suggest?"



"I suggest you make up your mind," he said, and then walked off.



-- Ronni Shulman Mallozzi



Illustrated by Agnes Lee. 
Send submissions here
 and 
read more Metropolitan Diary here
.



Glad we could get together here. See you on Monday. -- J.B.



P.S. Here's today's 
Mini Crossword
 and 
Spelling Bee
. 
You can find all our puzzles here
.



Melissa Guerrero and Ed Shanahan contributed to New York Today. You can reach the team at nytoday@nytimes.com.



Sign up here to get this newsletter in your inbox.
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Quotation of the Day: More Writers Imprisoned Worldwide, Report Finds


May 02, 2024


"When a single dissenting voice is jailed, it has a much broader impact on society as a whole."



KARIN KARLEKAR
, the director of writers at risk at PEN America, on the record number of writers who were jailed globally in 2023.
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Corrections: May 2, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, May 2, 2024.


May 02, 2024


INTERNATIONAL



An 
article
 on Sunday about an all-women heavy metal band in Indonesia misstated the surname of the band's bassist. She is Widi Rahmawati, not Rahmati. The article also erroneously attributed a distinction to the group's tour last year. It was its first in the United States, not its first in the West; the group performed in some European countries earlier.



NATIONAL



An 
article
 on Wednesday about the expansion of Medicaid in Mississippi omitted mention of one of three states outside the South that have not expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. In addition to Kansas and Wyoming, Wisconsin did not expand Medicaid.



SCIENCE 



An 
article
 on Tuesday about the training of language models to use the same sensory input as toddlers  misidentified the company behind Llama 3. It is Meta, not Google.



SPECIAL SECTIONS 



An 
article
 on Sunday about a biennial show this spring and summer between two museums on either side of the U.S.-Mexico border misstated the documentation required to cross the border and enter El Paso, Texas, before the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Passports and visas had not been needed by many American citizens to cross the border into the United States, but they had been needed by Mexican citizens.



OPINION



Bret Stephens's 
column
 on Wednesday misstated Rami Davidian's role at the Nova music festival. He is a local resident who helped people at the site; he is not an emergency medical worker.



OBITUARIES



An 
obituary
 on Sunday about the San Francisco clergyman and activist Cecil Williams misstated the status of the Glide Memorial Church when he was appointed there in 1963. It was part of the Methodist Church -- not the United Methodist Church, which did not exist at the time. (The United Methodist Church was created when the Methodist Church merged with the Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1968.)



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.
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U.S. Rowing Rescinds Ted Nash's Honors After Abuse Investigation



A law firm examining accusations that Ted Nash sexually abused Jennifer Fox -- when she was 13 and he was her 40-year-old running coach -- found that her claims were credible.




Ted Nash before the Tokyo Olympic Games in 1964.




By Juliet Macur


Apr 30, 2024


A 16-month investigation made public on Tuesday determined that child sexual abuse accusations against Ted Nash, a two-time Olympic medalist and nine-time Olympic coach for the United States who had mythic status in his sport over decades, were credible and that his main accuser had no motive to lie about the abuse.



The 
154-page report
 by the law firm Shearman & Sterling, which U.S. Rowing, the sport's governing body in the United States, asked to examine claims against Mr. Nash, found that Jennifer Fox, now 64 and a filmmaker who lives in Manhattan, was believable when she said that Mr. Nash had sexually abused her more than 50 years ago. Ms. Fox claimed that he had groomed her for a sexual relationship and sexually assaulted her multiple times when she was 13 and he was her 40-year-old running coach.



The abuse, which lasted several months and included his coercing her to have sex with him multiple times, ended in 1973, said Ms. Fox, whose 
2018 film "The Tale"
 depicted her memories of the abuse but did not name Mr. Nash. He died at 88 in 2021.



Jan Nash, his widow, did not immediately respond to voice messages and texts seeking comment. Last year, she told The New York Times that she was shocked and saddened by the accusations and said that "it's just not fair" for Ms. Fox to name Mr. Nash now that he can't defend himself.



The report specifically stated that the law firm was not tasked with finding evidence that met any legal standard of proof for the abuse. But after the firm interviewed approximately 47 witnesses who interacted with Mr. Nash or Ms. Fox, it said its inquiry corroborated many of her allegations against him. Also, the investigation did not find evidence that "expressly refutes" her accusations or a motive for her to lie about the abuse, the report said.



"I'm thrilled because this is what I hoped for," Ms. Fox said Tuesday in a telephone interview. "This whole process has been really, really hard and the result is like removing a lifelong festering tumor from your body."



She added that the report had given her a sense of closure and that it would send a strong message to people who commit sex crimes against children.



"Even if we don't get you in life, we will get you in death," she said, referring to Mr. Nash's death. "Your legacy can be ruined."




"This is what I hoped for," Jennifer Fox said on Tuesday after the report was released.




The accusations against Mr. Nash, who had served as a father figure to many of his athletes over the years, both on and off the water, were made public in 2023 
when Ms. Fox told her story to The New York Times
.



Ms. Fox's claims shook the sport and, according to the report released Tuesday, led a former elite female rower to come forward to the law firm to describe a sexual advance by Mr. Nash when he coached her nearly two decades ago. The report refers to this rower as Anna, explaining that she didn't want to be fully identified because of her "highly credible" concern that she would be harassed in the rowing community for participating in the investigation.



Anna was over 18 and Mr. Nash was more than 35 years her senior, the report said, when he visited her apartment after one morning practice under the guise of bringing her some home decor. He grabbed her by the neck and tried to kiss her, the report said.



Anna found his actions and the boldness of them "totally shocking," according to the report, because Mr. Nash was like a grandfather to her. She told investigators that she assumed that he had previously made sexual advances on other athletes because it seemed like "he was doing what he always did."



"That was the feeling that haunted me for decades," she said in the report.



"I immediately wondered how such an encounter may have gone for other women athletes over the years," she told investigators, adding that, "other women in his younger days probably acquiesced because they wanted to pursue their athletic goals the same way I did, and/or found themselves on the subordinate end of the power dynamic."



On Tuesday, as a result of the law firm's findings, U.S. Rowing rescinded the honors it awarded Mr. Nash, including the 2005 Man of the Year and its highest honor, the Medal of Honor, given to him in 2013 for "conspicuous service" and "extraordinary feats" in the sport.



A statement 
on U.S. Rowing's website
 said: "While we understand that this outcome may be difficult for some members of our community, our commitment to a safe environment, free of abuse for the rowing community, is unwavering."



The future of Mr. Nash's Olympic medals -- a gold in 1960 and a bronze in 1964 -- remains uncertain. The International Olympic Committee, which is based in Switzerland, did not respond to an email requesting clarification.
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Tony Nominations Snubs and Surprises: Steve Carell and 'The Wiz' Miss Out



It was a strong year for female directors, a play featuring music and American productions.




Steve Carell as the title character in "Uncle Vanya" at the Vivian Beaumont Theater.




By Jesse Green, Alexis Soloski and Scott Heller


Apr 30, 2024


The day of the Tony Award nominations is like college acceptance day a bit earlier in the spring, but on the scarcity model: Of the dozens of artists eligible in each category, only five or so are "admitted." That means some great work gets left by the wayside -- but also, because the number of nominators is small enough to be idiosyncratic, that plenty of outcomes defy all prediction. Here are our thoughts on this season's inadvertent (and possibly advertent) snubs, delightful (or mystifying) surprises and other notable anomalies. 



A melancholy morning for 'Vanya.'



Television stars are considered good box office but not always good Tony bait. This year's crop, including Sarah Paulson, Jeremy Strong, Steve Carell and William Jackson Harper, complicates that wisdom. Paulson is a likely winner but the men are already canceling each other out. Though Carell, in his Broadway debut, and Harper both play characters competing for the love of a married woman in the Lincoln Center Theater revival of "Uncle Vanya," only Harper, excellent in a role that is usually considered supporting, was nominated as best leading actor in a play. (The production, which featured many lovely performances, was otherwise shut out.) Note that Chekhov let neither man win.



Deep cuts for 'Stereophonic.'



How the nominators handled the ensemble in David Adjmi's recording-studio-set play was going to be one of the morning's most interesting questions. The answer: Generously, as five members of the young cast were singled out for their supporting performances, including Tom Pecinka and Sarah Pidgeon as the fraying central couple, and Juliana Canfield and Will Brill as their bandmates. Without an instrument in hand, Eli Gelb got in, too, as the '70s rock group's frazzled sound engineer. Spreading all that love helped take the show to Number One with a Bullet -- the most nominated play in Broadway history.



Too many riches to go around.



On the other hand, the superb ensemble casts of "Jaja's African Hair Braiding" and "Illinoise" were skunked. That's no accident: As more works these days distribute the storytelling burden equally among many members of a cast, odd nomination outcomes -- feast or famine -- can result.



That's why we often argue here for a new category that honors ensembles. And Actors' Equity, the national union representing actors and stage managers, goes further, with its annual award for Broadway choruses. Of the 23 musicals that opened this season, 21 are eligible; the winner will be notified on June 15 -- pointedly, one day before the Tonys.



Women lead in directing.



In the history of the awards, only 10 women, beginning in 1998, have won prizes for directing. This year that number seems likely to rise, with seven of the 10 possible directing slots filled by women. Anne Kauffman, Lila Neugebauer and Whitney White have been nominated for best direction of a play, and Maria Friedman, Leigh Silverman, Jessica Stone and Danya Taymor (the niece of Julie Taymor, the first woman to win for direction of a musical) are in contention for best direction of a musical.



To love, honor and ignore.



The Tony nominating committee said "I do" to two pairs of actors playing married characters: 
Brian d'Arcy James and Kelli O'Hara
 as lovers undone by alcoholism in "Days of Wine and Roses," and Maryann Plunkett and Dorian Harewood as an older couple grappling with dementia in "The Notebook." But the shows did not receive the same love. Neither was nominated for best musical, though "Days of Wine and Roses" did pick up a nomination for score and "The Notebook" for book. Guess you can't always have your wedding cake, and eat it too.



 A warm Willkommen to 'Cabaret.'



Rebecca Frecknall's crepuscular revival of Kander and Ebb's "Cabaret" was celebrated when it opened on the West End in 2021, eventually winning seven Olivier awards. But its Broadway transfer received a more muted response. ("Too often a misguided attempt to resuscitate the show 
breaks its ribs
," The New York Times wrote.) So who cares? Not the Tony nominators, who recognized the show with a nomination for best revival of a musical and gave nods to the actors -- Eddie Redmayne, Gayle Rankin, Bebe Neuwirth and Steven Skybell -- in all four categories.



No yellow brick road for 'The Wiz.'



The much-anticipated revival has been one of spring's early hits, but Tony nominators followed the lead of 
critics,
 not audiences, who didn't have much nice to say about the show's look, script and performances. "The Wiz," which earned seven Tony awards when it arrived on Broadway in 1975, didn't get a single nod this time around.



Shaina Taub gets out the vote (mostly).



Like "Hamilton," the musical 
"Suffs"
 looks at American history through a contemporary lens. Like "Hamilton," the show started at the Public Theater before moving to Broadway. And like "Hamilton," it was written and composed by its multitalented star, here 35-year-old 
Shaina Taub
. When nominations were announced, though, Taub didn't pull off a Lin-Manuel Trifecta. She received nods for her music and book, two of six nominations for "Suffs," but not for starring as the suffragist Alice Paul. Nikki M. James, already a Tony winner for "The Book of Mormon," got the show's one acting nomination, 
as Ida B. Wells
.



Pop/rock storms another stage...



Squint and you may think you're at the Grammy Awards on Tonys night, as the best score nominees include Arcade Fire's Will Butler ("Stereophonic"); David Byrne and Fatboy Slim ("Here Lies Love"); and Jamestown Revival ("The Outsiders"). Plus, of course, Sufjan Stevens, whose 2005 concept album is transcendently reorchestrated for dance in the best musical nominee "Illinoise," and  Alicia Keys, whose existing tunes power the most nominated musical of all, "Hell's Kitchen."



Except when it doesn't.



Among those who might instead be watching from home: the not-nominated Barry Manilow ("Harmony"); Ingrid Michaelson ("The Notebook"); and Huey Lewis, whose songbook energizes "The Heart of Rock and Roll," but didn't rouse Tony nominators.



Waving the flag for 'Illinoise' and more.



Monday's roster reflected a Broadway season that was notably American, even aside from "Illinoise," a show actually named for a state. "Hell's Kitchen," nodding at the New York City neighborhood where Keys grew up, told a story we like to think of as local: Big dreams come true. "Suffs" took us behind the scenes of American history, as women fought for the vote. "Purlie Victorious" and "Appropriate" took contrasting approaches -- one comic, one gothic -- to the peculiar American institution of racism. But even aside from their content, the 17 productions nominated for the biggest prizes are overwhelming the work of American authors. (One of the touted London imports, Peter Morgan's 
"Patriots,"
 didn't even make the Best Play list.) Is Broadway, which has too often resembled a British colony, finally achieving independence?




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/30/theater/tony-nominations-snubs-surprises.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




How Rachel Khong Conjures Worlds, in Her Books and Beyond



She wrote her much-anticipated second novel, "Real Americans," while also creating the Ruby, a co-working collective for writers and other artists.




Rachel Khong began to work on "Real Americans" at the dawn of the Trump presidency. "I really wanted to write about the different meanings of the term 'real American,'" she said.




By Robert Ito


Apr 29, 2024


By the time Rachel Khong was finishing her latest novel, "Real Americans," in 2022, interest in the book was so high that it sparked a 17-way bidding war between many of the country's top publishing houses.



Among the interested parties was John Freeman, the writer, literary critic and executive editor at Knopf, who was teaching in Paris that summer and planning to fly to Sarajevo for a book festival. He learned Khong was on vacation in Istanbul, which he thought was sort of on his way ("I didn't really look at a map," Freeman confessed). Maybe the two could meet?



They got together at a cafe in Istanbul -- a dog cafe, to be precise, where they were greeted at the door by a resident basset hound. The whole scene, he said, felt like a page out of the novel that Khong had been writing, "where you see people blown slightly sideways through life, through unexpected passages that they often choose very quickly."



The meeting went so well, and the email Freeman sent afterward was so compelling (he offered to be her longtime editor, snowplow, hurricane lamp, map holder and in-house fire starter, among other things) that Khong signed a deal with Knopf five days later.



Due out on Tuesday, "Real Americans" is a remarkable tale about three generations of a family that spans seven decades, and shuttles from China during the Cultural Revolution to the publishing world of late '90s Manhattan to an oyster farm in Washington state. Folded into it are doomed love stories, fancy parties, a subplot about epigenetics, Chinese people who look white and yummy treats (before becoming a novelist, Khong was executive editor of the beloved food magazine Lucky Peach).



The book also poses a dizzying array of questions: What does it mean to be American, and who gets to say who is one? How would we have turned out if we had grown up obscenely rich? How much can we blame our parents for who and what we become? Am I, maybe, racist? When scientists and techies say they can make a better human, should we run the other way?








It's a tough novel to capture in a sentence or two, Khong concedes. "I appreciate that the publisher is just allowing it to be its own weird thing, and not trying to overly advertise it as one genre or something," she said.



Born in Malaysia, Khong grew up in Southern California -- Rancho Cucamonga, Indio, San Dimas, the "desert-y parts" of the state. "Growing up, she said, "I didn't know any novelists."



She went to Yale to pursue a degree in English, in the hopes of becoming a journalist. She got an internship with The Village Voice, where she wrote for the music section. After earning her M.F.A. in fiction at the University of Florida, she moved to San Francisco, where she joined the staff of Lucky Peach.



By then, Khong said, "I was sort of itching to do my own thing." Between chef interviews and trips to Noma, she began writing her first novel.



Much of the early interest in "Real Americans" was probably because of the success of her debut novel, "
Goodbye, Vitamin
." Published in 2017, it was selected as a best book of the year by numerous media outlets, including NPR and Esquire. The New York Times Book Review called it "a quietly brilliant disquisition on family, relationships, and adulthood" and praised its prose ("startling in its spare beauty") and humor.



Khong now lives in Los Angeles, and on a morning in March, she sat down in a coffeehouse in the Glassell Park neighborhood and talked about the importance of community and coffee shops, and how her second novel, seven years in the making, came to be.



Khong began "Real Americans" in December 2016, at the dawn of the Trump presidency. "I really wanted to write about the different meanings of the term 'real American,'" she said.



The moment also made Khong assess the importance of community. Living in San Francisco's Mission District at the time, she watched as artists fled a city once defined by them, driven out by high rents.



"San Francisco can be isolating when you haven't found your people," she said. "And obviously the dominant industry is tech, so it can feel alienating to be an artist, because the world around you is operating at a different speed, with different priorities."



Not long after starting the novel, Khong began to think about creating a space that would provide a meeting place and a haven for fellow artists -- one where everyone wasn't wearing headphones and working on their latest startups.



She decided to make the collective for women and nonbinary writers and artists because "I was thinking about all of these groups of women that I really loved. I had a group I played mahjong with, a book club, a writing group. So I wanted to make a space for something like that to happen."



Khong found a space in the Mission District and got to work. Invitations for membership went out, beginning with the writers, photographers, illustrators, and chefs she knew from her years at Lucky Peach. Soon enough, a core group of around 50 went to work picking the furniture and painting the place. Khong did much of the carpentry. She didn't want the place to have the bland aesthetic of a Starbucks or WeWork.



"I missed the old San Francisco coffee shops that had crappy furniture and were kind of dirty, but that had a lot of character," Khong said.



The result was the Ruby, a 9000+ square foot co-working collective and self-described "love letter to San Francisco."




In the Ruby, Khong wanted to create a space where women and nonbinary artists could congregate, support each other, build new friendships.




Once it was up and running, Khong planned events and workshops and occasionally worked the front desk. "Rachel is one of those people who are extremely talented at a lot of weird and random things," said Meng Jin, the author of "Little Gods" and a longtime Ruby member. On Fridays, Khong invited an eclectic group of Bay Area-based female chefs to cater lunch; an upstairs living area hosted visiting writers and artists.



"She didn't just open a space and say, Come on in, there's extra laptop chargers or whatever," said Shruti Swamy, the author of "A House is a Body" and a founding member. "She really thought about, how do I make the space welcoming to people?"



The Ruby soon became a magnet for area writers, including Gabriela Garcia ("Of Women and Salt"), R.O. Kwon ("The Incendiaries") and Cecilia Rabess ("Everything's Fine"). Artists met other artists at happy hours and lunches, and friendships grew. "Rachel is really good at bringing people together," Jin said.



After creating a haven for others, however, Khong found the day-to-day running of it so distracting that when she had to find a quiet place to write "Real Americans," she often ended up going to, yes, another cafe. "I do see the irony of that," she said.



Khong is currently working on a third novel that's about Malaysia, but isn't set in Malaysia, she said. And she has already completed a collection of short stories, which Knopf will also publish.



As for the Ruby, that space is still going strong, even after Khong retired from running it in 2021 and moved to Los Angeles. Recent events have included a kimchi making class, watch parties for the PBS series "Hungry Planet," and a night of readings by Vietnamese American women poets and writers.



"It's really hard to communicate just how special that place was, and still is," Swamy said. "The Ruby feels like something that a writer does: They make a world that they want to live in with their work. And Rachel not only did that in her work, she literally did it with the Ruby."
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'Staff Meal' Review: The Last Course for Doomsday Diners and Dates



Restaurant patrons and staff members are oblivious to the impending apocalypse in Abe Koogler's new show at Playwrights Horizons.




In "Staff Meal," from left, Jess Barbagallo and Carmen M. Herlihy dig in as the world burns.




By Naveen Kumar


May 01, 2024


A woman in the audience started grumbling around 30 minutes into a recent performance of "Staff Meal" at Playwrights Horizons in Manhattan. "What is this play 
about
?" she hissed. A few uncomfortable seconds after she stood up and repeated her gripe for everyone to hear, it was clear that she was part of the show, which opened on Sunday.



The disgruntled audience member, played with relatable side-eye by Stephanie Berry, goes on to summarize the setup so far: Two strangers buried behind their laptops, Ben (Greg Keller) and Mina (Susannah Flood), strike up an awkward flirtation at an anodyne cafe. ("Singles in the city? I've kinda seen it before," Berry's heckler says.) They head to a restaurant where, just outside the kitchen, two veteran servers (Jess Barbagallo and Carmen M. Herlihy) are schooling a new waiter (Hampton Fluker) on his first day. ("Is this a play about restaurants or the people who work there?" the heckler asks.)



She goes on to bemoan the frivolity of "emerging writers" who keep "doodling on the walls" as the world burns. "Take a stand! Inspire action!" she pleads. She's not alone in that sentiment.



Embedding self-conscious commentary about the worthiness of a new play, as 
the writer Abe Koogler
 does here, is an increasingly common trope. (Alexandra Tatarsky did it with unhinged gusto in "
Sad Boys in Harpy Land
," presented at this theater in November.) Blame it on the world being in flames, and the playwrights who can't help but notice.



But preemptively asking what the point is raises the expectation of a satisfactory answer, or at least one that responds to the provocation.



There is no one else to object when Berry's character does what she has just harangued others for doing: relaying a bit of autobiography -- she's a widow and onetime aspiring dancer -- that has no obvious plot significance. Back at the restaurant, the chef, Christina (Erin Markey), unveils her own surprising origins: a fantastical tale of class, opportunity and reinvention.



Koogler's previous plays -- "
Fulfillment Center
" premiered Off Broadway in 2017, and "
Kill Floor
" in 2015 -- set up uneasy contrasts between wounded characters and their dystopian workplaces. "Staff Meal" is more loosely constructed and absurdist. Though Ben and Mina eventually forge an incidental unity, and the unnamed restaurant servers bond over industry expertise, the dialogue is less concerned with human connection than with exploring the circumstances that generally necessitate it: proximity in public, collaboration on the job, sitting down in a theater.




Erin Markey as a chef who unveils her own surprising origins.




The production, directed by Morgan Green, gathers an air of foreboding as it goes. The walls of Jian Jung's set shift with glacial heft, hemming the action into tight corners or separating to suggest a looming void; scarlet lighting (by Masha Tsimring) and industrial sound (Tei Blow) do much of the heavy lifting to summon a shadowy and menacing atmosphere.



As it appears that an apocalypse may be underway, the characters hardly seem to notice. Keller and Flood play Ben and Mina's doomsday first date with a warm and unfazed naivete, as their seasoned servers, Barbagallo and Herlihy, demonstrate an unwavering devotion to hospitality. 



If these are gestures toward satirizing modern complacency, they lack the sting of force or surprise. The play's narrative components -- a meet-cute, a culinary cult of personality -- are familiar parts soldered together with an inventiveness that doesn't hold. You can imagine another audience skeptic getting up to complain that even Armageddon has been done to death.



"Someone, at some point, must have established the rules," Markey's character says of how the restaurant is supposed to work. That's a wink at the play's own upending of narrative conventions; the challenge is figuring out what to serve instead.



Staff Meal
Through May 19 at Playwrights Horizons, Manhattan; 
playwrightshorizons.org
. Running time: 1 hour 40 minutes.
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Nonfiction



She Wrote 'The History of White People.' She Has a Lot More to Say.



"I Just Keep Talking," a collection of essays and artwork by the historian Nell Irvin Painter, captures her wide-ranging interests and original mind.




"Blue Nell on Kaiser With Jacob Lawrence's Migrants," a digital collage on paper by Nell Irvin Painter from 2010.




By Jennifer Szalai


May 01, 2024


I JUST KEEP TALKING: A Life in Essays
, by Nell Irvin Painter



As the historian Nell Irvin Painter has learned over the course of her eight decades on this earth, inspiration can come from some unlikely places.



In 2000, she happened across a news photograph of Grozny, the capital city of Chechnya, which had been bombed into rubble during the long stretch of devastating wars between Russia and the Caucasus. The photo prompted Painter to wonder how "Caucasian" became a term for white people; that in turn led her to an 18th-century German naturalist who picked out five skulls to embody the five "varieties" of mankind. What he deemed "the really most beautiful form of skull" belonged to a young Georgian woman and would therefore represent Caucasians, whom he called "the most beautiful and best formed of men."



From a photograph of bombed-out Grozny to the absurd methodology of a German naturalist: Painter's research for the best-selling 
"The History of White People"
 (2010) was born.



"It was as though I lost my head, you boiled off all the flesh and the brains and eyeballs out of it, and you called it 'New Jersey Variety of Mankind,'" she writes about the Georgian's skull in "I Just Keep Talking," a collection of her essays and artwork that includes a number of such characteristically irreverent asides. Painter was a historian at Princeton before enrolling in art school at the age of 64. In 2018, she recalled the experience in 
a freewheeling memoir
. "I Just Keep Talking" presents Painter in full, gathering personal reflections, scholarly essays and images spanning several decades to convey the range of her interests and ambition.



"So much in me," Painter writes, "was suited for disregard." She recalls a happy upbringing in Oakland by parents who "were never poor, though never rich." The family would drive around California in their Kaiser automobile, with Nell and her dog, Christopher Robin, stretched out on the back seat. She can see her class privilege for what it was, but it also made her feel as if she wasn't easily apprehensible by others: "There's not much there in my life to match what my country likes to recognize as a Black narrative of hurt."








Painter went on to study that hurt in depth, writing about slavery's persistent legacy of violence. But she has also emphasized the historical importance of Black resourcefulness and creativity. One of her books traced the 
Exoduster
 migration of formerly enslaved people to Kansas in 1879; another told the life story of the antislavery activist 
Sojourner Truth
. Born enslaved, the charismatic Truth knew she had to be canny when it came to her self-presentation. One photograph she circulated included her statement: "I sell the shadow to support the substance."



This discrepancy between one's sense of self and how that self is received and remembered has long fascinated Painter. One essay in "I Just Keep Talking" explains why the line most associated with Truth -- "Ar'n't I a woman?" -- is something that Truth almost certainly did not say; it was more probably the fabrication of a white antislavery writer, who added the phrase in her account in order to portray Truth as a "colorful force of nature" and amp up the drama. Painter doesn't deny that the theatricality was effective, dovetailing with Truth's own deployment of a "naive persona," but it also flattened her into a caricature, obscuring the quiddity of the woman she actually was.



"My academic research as a Black woman frequently loses out to a slogan that my sister citizens 
want
 Truth to have said, and to the national hunger for simplifying history," Painter writes. Elsewhere, she explores how the 18th-century abolitionist and pan-Africanist Martin R. Delany was claimed by Black nationalists in the 1960s who ignored his adamant elitism. Delany favored the immigration of Black Americans to Liberia, where they would "assist to elevate" the local population, which he described as "degraded brethren." As Painter points out, this was the attitude of someone who embraced "the settler ideal." Delany "could not conceive of policies that would benefit one group of Blacks but not others."




"Sojourner Truth Pink Green Tusche," a collage on paper by Nell Irvin Painter from 2022.




The essays in "I Just Keep Talking" show her repeatedly drawing attention to a plurality of Black American experiences. An incisive 1989 review of the historian Eric Foner's "
Reconstruction
" criticizes him for paying insufficient attention to "women as autonomous actors" whose preferences did not always correspond to the demands of "their husbands or the market economy." A 1992 essay on the Supreme Court justice Clarence Thomas and Anita Hill, who accused him of sexual harassment in congressional hearings before his appointment, is scathing on Thomas's disparagement of his own sister, whom he publicly derided as lazy and 
"dependent"
 on welfare.



"He seemed not to have appreciated that he was the favored boy-child, protected and sent to private schools, and that she was the girl who stayed behind, married early and cared for an ailing relative," Painter writes, going on to parse how Thomas "appropriated the figure of the lynch victim." Hill, by contrast, was a "highly educated, ambitious Black female Republican" who "had no comparable tradition of a stereotype that had been recognized, analyzed and subverted to draw upon," Painter says. "As a result, she seemed to disappear."



The notion of disappearance is a preoccupation for Painter, who has spent enough time combing through the archives to see how easily entire lives get consigned to oblivion. She is candid about her frustrations with "stupid" reviews of her books and prize committees that she feels have "totally overlooked" her historical work. But seeking validation from elite institutions is too often a mug's game. Painter says that her practice as an artist allows her to explore a world that isn't tethered to "archival truth" or "clear meaning." During Donald Trump's presidency, her drawings and collages seemed to become looser and freer, gesturing at tragedy but also inflected by her sly sense of humor.



"I Just Keep Talking" is full of surprises, and it ends with something I haven't seen in a while: gratitude for social media. Facebook and Instagram felt like an "abundance" to her, especially during the isolation of the pandemic. "I no longer feel as though I'm talking to just myself," Painter writes. "Social media brought me lots of people to talk to who talked back."



I JUST KEEP TALKING
: 
A Life in Essays
 | 
By Nell Irvin Painter
 | 
Doubleday
 | 
418 pp.
 | 
$35
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Met Museum Reaches Fund-Raising Goal for New Modern Wing



The museum achieves a milestone, but still faces a complex public approval process for its Tang Wing, which is on city land.




Aerial view of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 2023, with Fifth Avenue at top and the existing Modern wing, which will be gut renovated, at bottom right. 




By Robin Pogrebin


May 01, 2024


The Metropolitan Museum of Art on Wednesday announced that it has raised $550 million in private donations for its new modern and contemporary wing, named after Oscar L. Tang and Agnes Hsu-Tang in honor of the couple's 
$125 million lead gift
 in 2021.



The fund-raising goal has been met even as the museum is still in the design process and has yet to produce renderings for the new Tang Wing by the Mexican architect Frida Escobedo, who was 
selected
 in 2022.



Cultural institutions often find themselves hustling to cover construction costs right up to completion of a project, given the challenge of raising all the money in advance. And the Met in 2017 had 
tabled the project
 to get its 
financial house
 in order. (At the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, for example, fund-raising has continued during construction; when it 
announced
 last August that it had exceeded its $750 million goal, the building was more than 65 percent finished.)



"What this signifies is not only that it's happening, but it's happening with full force and with total commitment," the museum's director, 
Max Hollein
, said in a telephone interview. "We've raised this money without even having the design done. The credibility of the Met has changed."



The museum has 
long hoped
 to improve its galleries for Modern and contemporary art, which have felt like something of an afterthought without a clear program in the Fifth Avenue building. While design details have yet to be released, the museum aims to make the new wing feel more connected to the rest of the collection both physically and contextually. The galleries in the new wing are also expected to be of varying heights and dimensions.



While not a huge increase in square footage -- the galleries will expand to 125,000 square feet from 120,000 -- the redesign will create more space in the galleries by reinventing the existing layout.



The wing will also be home to Leonard Lauder's 
Cubism gift
, received in 2013, Hollein said, as well as the archive of the photographer James Van Der Zee, which it 
acquired
 with the Studio Museum in Harlem in 2021, and its Philip Guston collection, 
received in 2022
.



Hollein said the museum will aim to raise an additional $100 million to $150 million for an endowment to support the building's operating costs.



Fund-raising goals often prove to be moving targets as capital projects mushroom while underway. And the Met, which is on city land, still has to go through a complex public approval process. But for now, the museum sees this milestone as significant.



"It shows the confidence of the board, of the donors, maybe even of the community in regard to what we're doing and how we're doing it," Hollein said. "That's pretty powerful."
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Alicia Keys on 'Hell's Kitchen' Nods: I'm in 'a Deep State of Freaking Out'



She had been working on the semi-autobiographical musical for 13 years, and it earned 13 nominations.




"You have to create with your mission in mind," Alicia Keys said about developing her musical over 13 years.




By Michael Paulson


Apr 30, 2024


Alicia Keys has been working on 
"Hell's Kitchen"
 for 13 years, so she found it serendipitous -- in addition to thrilling -- that on Tuesday morning her musical picked up 13 Tony nominations.



In an interview shortly after the nominations were announced, Keys was clearly heartened by the news. The show, featuring her songs and a book by Kristoffer Diaz, 
is personal for Keys
. The show is about a 17-year-old girl whose life circumstances have enormous echoes of Keys's own upbringing -- the single mother, the hunger for independence, the passion for piano, even the same subsidized housing development.



These are edited excerpts from the conversation.



Congratulations! What do you make of this?



Whoa! I'm definitely in a deep state of freaking out in a really great, awesome, grateful way. I don't know what's happening to me -- I'm a songwriter and I can't put my words together, but I feel unbelievable. I'm so excited for everybody to be recognized.



Did you ever have any doubts, or were you always confident about this one?



I've always felt really good about it, and I know that we've put the work and the time into it, and so I do feel a sense of strength and joy around it, but you just never know how people receive things. You never know how it all goes. And ultimately you can't create with that in mind -- you have to create with your mission in mind.



Do you really burn 
palo santo
 around the theater?



Absolutely! Every crevice, every backstage place, every dressing room, on the stage itself, in the theater, in the seats. Just creating that good energy.



Is it hard to watch people perform scenes that echo painful chapters in your own life?



It is painful and it is thrilling and it is emotional and it is honest. When Kecia Lewis sings "Perfect Way to Die" at the end of the first act, I don't care how many times I see that, it touches me powerfully and poignantly every time. It is painful, but it's also triumphant, you know?



What is it like for you to see your songs in a totally different context?



That is the part that I find to be the most curious and the most fascinating is how songs can continue to evolve even to its composer. There is something so special about that. When people leave the theater, they say, "I never heard those songs like that before." And neither have I! There's something really tremendous about just how it's taken on a life of its own.



I know you want this show to run as long as possible. What are the tasks ahead for you?



Yes, that is the goal. I do have many dreams and many manifestations to be on the level of longevity of some of the greatest pieces of theater that have ever existed. That would be such a deep honor. And so we're just going to keep working and keep loving, keep believing. And you know, the rest is up to whatever divine choice is meant for this.
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Daniel Radcliffe Is Nominated for 'Merrily We Roll Along'



This was the first nomination for Radcliffe, who has had five roles on Broadway since 2008.




Daniel Radcliffe, aloft, in front of Jonathan Groff, and Katie Rose Clarke in the musical "Merrily We Roll Along" at the Hudson Theater.




By Michael Paulson


Apr 30, 2024


The Boy Who Lived is finally the Actor Who Got Nominated (for a Tony).



Daniel Radcliffe, who as a child actor became globally recognizable by playing Harry Potter in all eight films, notched his first Tony nomination on Tuesday for his work in one of this season's biggest Broadway hits: an acclaimed revival of the musical "Merrily We Roll Along."



The nod has been a long time coming -- in his post-Potter life, Radcliffe has consistently made artistically ambitious, and occasionally risky, choices in both stage and film roles. He has returned often to Broadway -- "Merrily" is his fifth role since 2008, following "Equus" (which required him to take off his clothes), "How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying" (which required him to sing), "The Cripple of Inishmaan" and "The Lifespan of a Fact."



"Merrily" is a 1981 musical by Stephen Sondheim and George Furth about the gradual implosion of 
a three-way friendship
; in the current revival, Radcliffe plays Charley Kringas, a lyricist and playwright. 
Reviewing the production
 in The New York Times, the chief theater critic Jesse Green praised Radcliffe for "wit and modesty," and said he handled his character's big song "superbly."
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In the Battle of Drake vs. Kendrick Lamar, A.I. Is Playing Spoiler



A rap beef between hip-hop's two dominant stars has left fans wondering whether new tracks are real or fakes.




Kendrick Lamar, left, and Drake have been trading diss tracks over the past few weeks. But a few entries in the battle have proven to be fakes.




By Brendan Klinkenberg


Apr 30, 2024


For the past month, 
an all-out brawl has consumed hip-hop
, with some of the genre's top artists trading barbs in rapidly released tracks. The dispute, which began in late March with a perceived dig at Drake by Future and Metro Boomin, has roped in J. Cole, Rick Ross and even the estate of Tupac Shakur.



At issue: Who is the current holder of hip-hop's crown -- Drake or Kendrick Lamar -- with a whole lot of rumors, personal attacks and inside jokes adding fuel to the fire.



Rap battles aren't new, but this time, fans are grappling with a very 2024 question: Which of the diss songs are real?



When a diss track in a high-profile conflict gets released, the splintered rap media ecosystem -- including magazines, blogs, Instagram pages, YouTube channels, podcasts and livestreams -- often erupts immediately. Journalists spread the word, critics dissect every line, and fans rush to crown a winner, round by round. But when a Drake response called "Push Ups" appeared online, fans wondered whether it was made by him or was perhaps the work of generative artificial intelligence.



They had reason to be skeptical. Last year, "Heart on My Sleeve," 
a song impersonating Drake and the Weeknd
, was posted by a musical creator called Ghostwriter, and in many ways served as a harbinger of the impact this technology may have on the industry.



A track like "Heart on My Sleeve" requires a fair amount of musical know-how to produce. The beats and raps are typically generated by a musician, then put through an open-source deepfake filter to transform the vocals into a well-known artist's. It is that last step, imitating another artist's vocals, that has caused the most consternation.



"I don't think any of us want to live in a world where you can just create unauthorized representations of people without their permission," said Alex Jae Mitchell, the chief executive of Boomy, a generative A.I. music start-up.



So when Drake's "Push Ups" appeared -- the supposed return volley to Lamar's 
"Like That,"
 which is on Future and Metro Boomin's No. 1 album "We Don't Trust You" -- there were questions about its veracity. "At this point, you have to question everything," said C. Vernon Coleman, the news editor at the hip-hop publication XXL. "You have to listen to the lyrics, listen to the voice, reach out to the proper channels."



Without immediate confirmation from Drake or his representatives, fans traded theories online about the mixing quality of the song, dug for clues from the lyrics and compared it with other Drake tracks. Eventually, 
a new version was released
 and the rapper began posting oblique references to it on his Instagram, satisfying most internet sleuths that it was the real deal.



In many ways, a rap beef is fertile ground for A.I. impersonation. The songs are usually not released through a rapper's record label; they often appear online in early or unfinished forms, and they generally prize insults and barbs over songcraft. No one expects a sterling Drake hook and polished production on a track churned out quickly.



The cycle was repeated on April 15, when a Lamar response surfaced online: That one, called "One Shot," was a fake. A Los Angeles rapper ultimately took credit for the dupe, 
releasing videos showing his methodology
. He produced and rapped the track the old-fashioned way, before putting his voice through a Lamar vocal filter.



Drake followed up with 
"Taylor Made Freestyle"
 and posted it on his official Instagram, but listeners immediately had questions. The first voice on the track belonged to Tupac Shakur, the long-deceased rapper, dissing Lamar in a suspiciously Drake-like cadence. After those earlier doubts swirled about whether "Push Ups" had been made via deepfake technology, Drake used it to rap in character as Tupac and Snoop Dogg.



Within a week of Drake releasing "Taylor Made Freestyle," the Shakur estate reacted. According to a cease-and-desist letter obtained by 
Billboard
, the estate's lawyer, Howard King, wrote that the song was "a blatant abuse of the legacy of one of the greatest hip-hop artists of all time" and demanded its removal. Last Thursday, Drake took the song off his social media pages.



Rap beef is big business. "Like That" spent two weeks at No. 1 on Billboard's Hot 100 chart, and the continuing feud between Lamar and Drake remains the most pressing topic of the day for hip-hop media. Still, the possibility of deepfakes muddying the waters is presenting new challenges for those who cover the back and forth.



"The blogs, they don't do any research," Coleman said. "If they hear there's a Kendrick Lamar diss, they're posting it. They're getting it up ASAP."



Noah Callahan-Bever, a veteran hip-hop journalist and the chief content officer of Complex
, 
said leaks force his team to "spend an inordinate amount of time going down rabbit holes" to find the truth. "And it's tough because we are going head-to-head with, you know, hip-hop Instagram news pages who do not feel the ethical imperative to apply that journalistic rigor."



On Tuesday, Lamar reignited the back-and-forth, adding the six-plus minute "Euphoria" to his 
YouTube page
 with no notice. The placement seemed to assure listeners that it was official, and Lamar made his feelings about the technological specter looming over the beef clear. After saying that Drake's imitation would make Tupac roll over in his grave, he rapped, "Am I battling ghosts, or A.I.?"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/30/arts/music/drake-kendrick-lamar-rap-beef-ai-fakes.html
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fashion review



Ralph Lauren Invites Everyone to Return to (His) Office



And he has some ideas about what we should wear.




Ralph Lauren's fall collection was a field of cashmere, leather and silk in muted tones of taupe and greige.




By Vanessa Friedman


Apr 30, 2024


Having mixed feelings about return to office? Not sure what to wear? Ralph Lauren has a solution for that.



On Monday night paparazzi were camped out in front of the nondescript glass-door building at Madison Avenue and 58th Street where Mr. Lauren has his storied headquarters, there to record the arrivals of Jessica Chastain, Kerry Washington and Glenn Close, among others. The reason: Mr. Lauren's latest ... well, not show, exactly. More like episode in the long-running series he has been directing called "This Is My Life."



For the last few years (even before Covid), Mr. Lauren has been framing his collections as glimpses into his private world. There was, for example, the 2017 show held 
in the garage in Bedford
, N.Y., where he keeps his collection of rare cars, including a 1938 Bugatti 57SC Atlantic once valued at $40 million. After the pandemic lockdowns had lifted, there was the show held in a room that had been conceived as a doppelganger of his own 
Fifth Avenue living room
, down to the bowls of multicolored M&Ms and the faux view over Central Park. There was the last show, which recreated 
his ranch in Colorado
, including the wood beams and active fireplaces.



And now he was throwing open the doors of his mahogany-paneled, art-bedecked place of work, the better to display his fall women's wear line.




Ralph Lauren presented his collection in his corporate headquarters in Manhattan.




It's both an incredibly generous act and a deeply narcissistic one. Not to mention a meta-narrative about a designer who dreamed of mythic worlds -- the pioneer West, the Stork Club, the Morgan manse -- and created the clothes for them, and then those clothes sold so well that he could actually build the dream worlds for himself and invite everyone in. The promise implicit in the experience being, of course, that if you buy the outfits, the rest may follow. Goals!



"These are the chairs we all have in our offices," one executive whispered, gesturing to the leather and chrome seating in the show space as tux-clad waiters circled toting Champagne. The leather of the chairs, a sort of burnished brown, even had a special name, the executive said: RL Gold. As it happens, Mr. Lauren's first show was also held in his then-office, in 1972. It was a full circle moment, a reminder of how far the boy from the Bronx had come and how consistent his values.



Those values are also, natch, most visible in the clothes (and underscored by the fact that the once-and-future supermodel Christy Turlington opened the show). This time around, that meant a romp through the fields of greige in monochrome cashmere, wool and silk, with the occasional sparkling bias-cut slip dress slinking through, like a shower of gold swaddled in the warmth of a chunky cardigan. There were swishy trousers and plush overcoats, neckties mixed up with cowboy hats, a bit of fringe and the occasional beat-up leather. Think of it as comfort suiting de luxe or power-leisure, a security blanket of executive plushiness, complete with matching handbags.



Afterward, Mr. Lauren invited everyone to dinner at the Polo Bar, his paradise of clubby dining. That included the models, who arrived after the show without changing their clothes. ("I hope nobody spills," said David Lauren, one of the designer's three children and the company's chief branding and innovation officer.) Framed by the walls of ancestral -- or ancestral-effect -- oil portraits and equestrian scenes, in a room redolent of pastrami amuse-bouches and the scent of deal-making, the runway looks were entirely at home.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/30/style/ralph-lauren-fall-review.html
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unbuttoned



Beyonce's Last Fashion Frontier



It's now impossible to see a cowboy hat or pair of cowboy boots and not think of her.




Versace cowgirl: Beyonce at the iHeartRadio Music Awards in April in a leather jacket with gold Medusa details from the label's fall 1992 collection. 




By Vanessa Friedman


May 01, 2024


Has there ever been an artist who owned fashion -- and owned as much fashion -- as Beyonce Knowles Carter? Though chances are slim that she will attend the Met Gala on Monday (she hasn't graced the party since 2016), she is practically a Met Gala unto herself.



She wore about 148 looks on her Renaissance world tour alone. More than 60 in her film "Black Is King." More than a dozen in the under-two-minutes teaser video for "I'm That Girl." It has been both dazzling and groundbreaking to see her bend fashion to her will, bestowing the glowing crumbs of her attention on as wide a swath of designers as possible, while seemingly all of them clamor for her favor. Name a brand; she has worn it. Probably a custom version of it.



And yet for all that, despite winning a 
"fashion icon" award
 from the Council of Fashion Designers of America and having her own fashion line, Ivy Park, despite a high-fashion collaboration with Balmain, Beyonce has not really changed how people dress. It may be counterintuitive, but generally she has seemed more interested in having 
fashion serve her
, rather than serving fashion. Spreading her influence so widely has focused attention on no single name or aesthetic save her own.



Until now. With "Cowboy Carter," finally, her fashion and her mission have become one and the same, and the effect is industry-shifting. Even more than Taylor Swift, her fellow diva of the moment, she has determined the look of the moment.



According to a spokeswoman for Lyst, the fashion search engine, Western-related product engagement is up 59 percent year-on-year for this quarter. "We've seen a 51 percent increase in searches for 'cowboy boots,' a 31 percent increase in searches for 'Levi's jeans' since this song and the album dropped and a 57 percent increase featuring the keyword 'cowboy,'" she said. Searches for Ganni Western boots alone grew 224 percent between March and April, and searches for Y project Western jeans were up 610 percent.



Sure, cowboys have been edging their way into popular culture ever since Lil Nas X sang "Old Town Road," "Yellowstone" became a hit and Bella Hadid started dating a rodeo star. Ralph Lauren has been embracing the Hollywood West almost since he began.



But in Beyonce's total and carefully calibrated cowboy-ification of everything, she has taken the phenomenon to an entirely different level. Not just the multiple versions of denim, plaid, chaps and rodeo-glam, but also the enormous Alexander McQueen shearling on the cover of W, the beige Ferragamo suit and trench she wore to promote "Cowboy Carter" in Japan, the bejeweled dove gray Gaurav Gupta jacket and boots she 
wore to the Luar show
. All of it captured on Instagram and on Beyonce.com to preserve for posterity the aesthetic revolution of the "Cowboy Carter" rollout -- a campaign that could be a course of study in itself.




Beyonce, in a bejeweled Gaurav Gupta jacket and over-the-knee boots, with Tina Knowles at the Luar fall 2024 show at New York Fashion Week in February.




"She has mainstreamed country as a genre, and mainstreamed its aesthetics," said Riche Richardson, a professor in the Africana Studies and Research Center at Cornell University who has taught a class called Beyonce Nation.



Marni Senofonte, the stylist who has worked with Beyonce for about 15 years and created many of the "Cowboy Carter" visuals, agreed. "This is worldwide," she said -- even in the context of previous Beyonce fashion statements, like the H.B.C.U. moments of Coachella, the Black Panther ode of "Formation" and the puffed sleeves of "Lemonade." "It's easily the biggest trend response we've seen."



Alison Bringe, the chief marketing officer of Launchmetrics, the data analytics company, said that in the two weeks after the release of Beyonce's "Levi's Jeans," the song generated an additional $1.2 million in online and social media exposure for Levi's -- all of which, she said, can be attributed solely to Beyonce's influence.



"Moreover," she continued, "Beyonce's pivot into country music has served as a catalyst for a nearly 45 percent uptick in the prominence of Western and country styling within the broader fashion landscape."




Beyonce and Jay-Z at the Grammy Awards in February.




It has become hard to see anyone in cowboycore -- Kim Kardashian in a cowboy hat at the Super Bowl, Venus Williams in cowboy boots doing a talk on art collecting at the Met -- and not think you are seeing the Beyonce effect IRL.



Part of this, Ms. Senofonte pointed out, has to do with access. Everyone can buy jeans, but not everyone has the ability to get, say, Jonathan Anderson of Loewe to design them a bodysuit as he did for Beyonce during her Renaissance tour. (And not everyone wants to wear a bodysuit.) Part of it has to do with the fact that, Ms. Richardson of Cornell said, Beyonce has been seeding the ground for a while.



"'Renaissance,' 'Formation' and 'Lemonade,' to different degrees, built on questions and challenges related to national identity in terms of belonging," Ms. Richardson said. "This is a more mass expression of that project."



But the Beyonce effect also has to do with a broader reclaiming of certain powerful mythology for women at a time when they seem to be increasingly disempowered. After all, as Ms. Senofonte pointed out, Beyonce called her album "Cowboy Carter," not "Cowgirl Carter" -- and she does nothing by accident.



She has been wearing chaps, cowboy hats and bolos, the semiology of the masculine West, rather than prairie skirts and ruffly blouses, their feminized equivalents. The associations she is claiming for herself have to do with deeply embedded notions of the wide-open frontier, of swagger and sweat and territory. Of freedom and manifest destiny. She's taking the imagery of "Lonesome Dove" and "Riders of the Purple Sage," of the Earps and Wild Bill Hickok, and inverting it.



It is not a coincidence that she has been seeding 
Pharrell Williams's Western-influenced Louis Vuitton men's collection
 throughout her promotional juggernaut. She is assuming the camouflage of the guys. As it happens, Mr. Williams is listed as a contributor on "Cowboy Carter," and given the time it takes to make an album and to make a collection, chances are he began working on the music before working on his show. Which suggests that the "Cowboy Carter" aura may well have influenced his designs in the first place.



"It's a challenge to the conventional masculinity associated with that genre," Ms. Richardson said of Beyonce's all-cowboy hats all-the-time styling. "She's broadening the notion of who can wear this." And she's showing everyone how to do it at the same time, using accessories to douse any outfit in the attitude of the frontier. That's political in the broadest and most inclusive sense of the word.



While it would be a joy to see how she would have given a Western spin to "The Garden of Time," the Met Gala's dress code, it's also possible to conjure up a prickly pear-festooned cowboy hat of the imagination. She hasn't just earned her spurs. She's given everyone else permission to wear them.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/01/style/beyonce-cowboy-fashion.html
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Flocking To



A Guide to Antwerp, a City of Avant-Garde Fashion and Art Nouveau Architecture



Five locals -- including three of Belgium's most influential designers -- share their favorite stores, museums, restaurants and more.




An Erwin Wurm sculpture at the Middelheim Museum.




By Gisela Williams


Apr 26, 2024


T's monthly travel series, 
Flocking To
, highlights places you might already have on your wish list, sharing tips from frequent visitors and locals alike. 
Sign up here
 to find us in your inbox once a month, and to receive our weekly T List newsletter. Have a question? You can always reach us at 
tlist@nytimes.com
.



In the 16th century, Antwerp, Belgium, with its busy docks along the river Scheldt, was a booming center of trade and one of Europe's most influential cities, attracting artists, intellectuals and entrepreneurs. In 1576, Christophe Plantin ran a prestigious printing business (one of the continent's largest) in the center of the city, a half-mile from where, a few decades later, the painter Peter Paul Rubens would build his own studio and semicircular sculpture hall, modeled after the Pantheon. Over the years, while other long-established port cities like Venice and Barcelona evolved into throbbing tourist centers, Belgium's second city largely kept far away from the spotlight, yet it's always quietly maintained a reputation as a place for innovation and creative expression. In the 1980s, it became an important fashion hub with the emergence of the Antwerp Six: a group of young designers, including Ann Demeulemeester, who had been educated at the city's Royal Academy of Fine Arts.



Even now, despite its relatively small size (the population is about 545,000), Antwerp is still home to a cluster of people at the top of their creative fields, including the visual artist Luc Tuymans and Pieter Mulier, the creative director of the fashion brand Alaia. "I can see the port from one side of my apartment and Antwerp's historic center from the other side," says Mulier. "Those views allow me to understand the richness of this city, not just financially but culturally." Lately, there has been a renewed sense of dynamism in Antwerp, with a slate of recently opened restaurants, bars and hotels, including Botanic Sanctuary Antwerp, a luxury resort housed in a converted monastery, as well as ambitious new architectural projects underway in the southern part of the city led by Tokyo's Shigeru Ban and others. The art scene is also getting a boost now that KMSKA, the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp, has reopened after its decade-long renovation. Here, Mulier and four other notable locals share some of their favorite spots in the city, from beloved relics to new diversions.



The Insiders








The Costa Rican Cuban painter 
Ileana Moro
 lived in New York City, Los Angeles and Mexico City before moving to Antwerp in 2022.








The fashion designer 
Pieter Mulier
, the creative director of Alaia, divides his time between Antwerp and Paris.








Karen Shu
, the chef and owner of the plant-based restaurant And/Or and a former chef de cuisine at Jean-Georges Vongerichten's ABC Kitchen in New York, moved to Antwerp in 2021.








The architect and designer 
Vincent Van Duysen
, who founded his firm in Antwerp in 1989, has designed a number of buildings and interiors in the city, including those of the hotel August in 2019.








The interior designer, gallerist and antiques dealer 
Axel Vervoordt
 is known for prominent design projects throughout his hometown, as well as international ones.



Illustrations by Richard Pedaline



Sleep




Left: a dining room in a former monastery kitchen at Botanic Sanctuary Antwerp. Right: a guest room at August, a former convent turned hotel where Vincent Van Duysen led the design team. 




"For a small city like Antwerp to have something as high-end as the 
Botanic Sanctuary
 hotel is quite astonishing. The level of everything here, from the restaurants to the service to the rooms, is unbelievable. They took a very long time to do it and had quite an eye for detail. That's very Flemish. We take a lot of time for things." 
(Rooms from about $590 a night.)
 -- 
Pieter Mulier



"
August
 was once a military hospital and Augustinian cloister. The high ceilings and old convent windows have so much charm, and I love the way the garden is set away from the street so it feels completely private. It's perfect for an aperitif or drinks after dinner." 
(Rooms from about $190 a night.)
 -- 
Karen Shu



"
Hotel Julien
 is a very welcoming and charming townhouse located in the city center. The aesthetics belong to the culture of Antwerp: minimal, elegant and historic, but also modern." 
(Rooms from about $225 a night.)
 -- 
Vincent Van Duysen



Eat and Drink




Left: 't Fornuis, one of the designer Vincent Van Duysen's favorite Antwerp restaurants. Right: the beef tartare at Osaka.




"
Osaka
 is a special place -- the people, the atmosphere and the design. Inside the surfaces are all stainless steel, very futuristic. The natural-wine list is exceptional, and the oysters are really good. In the summer, people sit outside on the terrace." -- 
Ileana Moro



"
Tazu
 is my favorite cocktail bar. It's gorgeous, and Julian Youssef, the head bartender, is a master cocktail curator and can make you a drink depending on your mood." -- 
K.S.



"
Restaurant Veranda
 is very Antwerp, but it also has a bit of a creative Brooklyn feeling. The interiors are simple and understated, and the chef Davy Schellemans makes great seasonal food with the best ingredients. 
't Fornuis
 is a rustic Flemish place with heavy wood interiors. It's [an aesthetic] I wouldn't normally connect with, but the food is incredible. It's Belgian cuisine with a slightly Mediterranean touch. 
Sir Anthony Van Dijck
 is in the heart of the oldest part of the city, where Axel Vervoordt started his career. You have to ring a bell and someone opens the door for you. And then you enter this beautiful place designed by Axel." -- 
V.V.D.



Shop



"
Houben
 is one of the most iconic multibrand stores in Antwerp. The couple who own it have a very good eye, and the shop has been going since the '80s, when they were selling Comme des Garcons and Yohji Yamamoto. I still visit them regularly." -- 
P.M.



"Antwerp is very much about fashion, from Ann Demeulemeester to Dries Van Noten, but my favorite exclusive place to window shop is 
Verso
. It's so chic, with a mix of designers, from Dior to Vince." -- 
K.S.
"
Het Modepaleis
 is the flagship store of Dries Van Noten, one of my favorite Antwerp designers, who's also a close friend. His collections are inspired by artworks, the fabrics are very original and distinguished (both for men and women)." -- 
Axel Vervoordt



Take Home




Left: the concept store at Graanmarkt 13. Right: bed linen at Marie-Marie.




"I'm obsessed with bed linen. 
Marie-Marie
 sells luxurious linens, and there's no end to the options. It has its own line, which is of an unbelievable quality." -- 
P.M.



"
Graanmarkt 13
 [designed by Van Duysen] is a cabinet of wonders. It's a place to discover things. Everything that the co-founders Ilse Cornelissens and Tim Van Geloven choose, whether accessories or objects or clothing, is one of a kind." -- 
V.V.D.



Explore




Left: The altarpiece of the St. Charles Borromeo Church. Right: one of the galleries of KMSKA, the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp, with an installation by the Belgian multidisciplinary artist Christophe Coppens.




"The art park at the 
Middelheim Museum
 is one of the most beautiful sculpture parks that I've ever seen. It has an excellent, diverse collection -- you can find everything from a Rodin sculpture to an Ai Weiwei, and there's a nice cafe. Located in the harbor neighborhood Het Eilandje, 
CASSTL
 functions as a hybrid of an artist-run space and a gallery. It was founded by Luc Tuymans and the artist duo Carla Arocha and Stephane Schraenen. They promote noncommercial projects, including performances and installations." -- 
I.M.



"The 
Kanaal
 project -- an industrial complex with residences, offices and art spaces [including the Axel Vervoordt Gallery] outside Antwerp -- was imagined and developed by Axel and his family; you just get absorbed by their personal taste. It's a complete universe. You go from one space, such as the Anish Kapoor installation, to another, such as a vast gallery of historic sculptures, and all throughout you travel from dark to light. The whole complex plays with the light of Belgium. The 
Museum Plantin-Moretus
 is the house and workshop of the 16th-century printer Christophe Plantin. There's a beautiful library there." -- 
P.M.




Cogels-Osylei in the Zurenborg neighborhood is one of Antwerp's most picturesque streets.




"If you appreciate architecture and want to discover Antwerp from another era, you have to walk through the 
Zurenborg neighborhood
. I love the Art Nouveau buildings." -- 
K.S.



"Peter Paul Rubens contributed to the decoration at 
St. Charles Borromeo Church
.
 It's from the early 1600s, and the interiors are exquisite. Sometimes I go there by myself. It's walking distance from the city center. You follow small, narrow streets and then suddenly it opens up to a square, one of my favorites in the city. Everything about it is very poetic. 
KMSKA
, or the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp
, has an incredible collection of Belgian painters and a very nice grand cafe. Also, I love the water sculpture at the front of the museum that was created by the artist Cristina Iglesias. The bottom of it is a bas-relief of a bed of leaves in cement, and the water goes in and out like a tide." -- 
V.V.D.



These interviews have been edited and condensed.
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A New Fitness Craze With Big Drama



Hyrox, a sporting event founded in Germany, has earned a large following for its dazzling, high-profile races.




The music playing at the starting line gave the race the feeling of an action movie.




By Calum Marsh


Apr 28, 2024


The men in the starting line at Hyrox in Berlin in April practically hummed with nervous enthusiasm. A few dozen racers, part of an early morning heat, stood watching the steady tick of a five-minute countdown, displayed on a huge television overhead. Dramatic string music played on tinny loudspeakers. A booming voice intoned a rallying cry, "This is the moment you've been training for!" Lights twinkled. Spectators cheered.



For the founders of the fitness race Hyrox, Christian Toetzke, 55, and Moritz Furste, 39, this kind of kitschy spectacle was always part of the plan. The original brief, when they introduced the race in Hamburg, Germany in 2017, was "to create an event that is a 200,000-euro (about $214,000) production that looks like a 2,000,000-euro ($2,144,000) production," Mr. Furste said.



Hyrox's "modern entertainment and light effects create a very special feeling," Mr. Toetzke said, one that he hopes will create a "new proposition for mass participation events."



A Hyrox race combines running with several functional fitness movements, such as the 
farmer's carry
, the weighted lunge and the 
burpee broad jump
. It takes about 90 minutes to complete, on average, although elite racers can finish in under an hour. The race has exploded in popularity since the end of the pandemic: More than 175,000 people are expected to participate in 
the more than 60 races Hyrox has organized for 2024
. Races in its most popular markets, including Britain, have sold out within minutes of going on sale.




Hyrox draws heavily from CrossFit, including the equipment it uses: Ski Erg and rowing machines, kettlebells, ropes and weighted sleds.




A Level of Respect



Hyrox is not the first fitness race to emerge from nowhere and gain a cult following. What distinguishes it from fads like 
Tough Mudder
 and 
Spartan
, according to Hyrox fans, is its athletic simplicity.



"Tough Mudder and Spartan are an experience that has a sport aspect to it," said Hunter McIntyre, 34, a full-time fitness racer who holds the world record in Hyrox. "Hyrox is a sport that is an experience." When Mr. McIntyre would tell people that he was doing a Tough Mudder, "it was almost embarrassing," he said. Now, when he tells people that he does Hyrox, "there's a level of respect to it," he said.



"Usually when you ask someone if they did a Tough Mudder, it's like they went with their office, and they got pictures and wore funny outfits," Mr. McIntyre said, whereas Hyrox, he added, "is truly a sport."



As a sport, Hyrox draws heavily from CrossFit, including the equipment it uses. Ski Erg and rowing machines, kettlebells, ropes and weighted sleds are common fixtures of CrossFit gyms. Some Hyrox movements, such as the wall ball shot, were created by CrossFit, although CrossFit workouts use these movements only occasionally, following the founder Greg Glassman's ethos of "constantly varied high-intensity functional fitness."



Mr. Toetzke said that he and Mr. Furste workshopped the Hyrox format at CrossFit gyms before the race was introduced. He added that while he tried CrossFit himself, he "thought it was a bit too much, a bit too hard, too injury-heavy."



CrossFit involves many complex Olympic lifts and gymnastics skills, which can be difficult to master and, to some, 
dangerous to learn
. Hyrox has avoided those kinds of techniques, sticking instead to simple movements that, Mr. Toetzke said, "are very hard to do wrong in a way that can hurt your body." Despite or perhaps because of the similarities between the sports, Hyrox has deliberately positioned itself as the safer, more accessible alternative.



"Look, candidly I think they're smart trying to leverage that," Don Faul, CrossFit's chief executive, said in response to these claims. "When you're trying to enter a new space, you define yourself against the incumbent, the company that has defined the category. We've seen a variety of folks in the fitness space trying to take the same angle."



Mr. Faul, 47, a former platoon commander in the United States Marines, said that the apparent difference in accessibility between CrossFit and Hyrox is really just a difference in perception.



"The vast majority of people in our gyms are everyday folks, not elite athletes," he said, adding that people stepping into a CrossFit gym for the first time might be "incredibly surprised by how welcoming and accessible it is."




The founders believe you have to witness the spectacle to understand the appeal. "It's fun, you will be excited, you get to be on the big, major stage," Mr. Toetzke said. "You feel like you're going to the CrossFit Games, and that's the feeling we want to give everyone."




Events Hold the Key



While many local CrossFit gyms host their own events, the only in-person competition the company organizes is its annual CrossFit Games, which is for a handful of elite athletes and is meant to crown "the fittest on earth." That's another reason CrossFitters often join Hyrox. It offers a chance to test their fitness live.



Though it's difficult to say precisely how much overlap there is between CrossFit and Hyrox, Chris Hinshaw, a 60-year-old coach who trains athletes in both sports, said that "most of the people who are getting into Hyrox got their start in CrossFit." Many of the racers on the Hyrox podiums are also elite CrossFit stars, including Mal O'Brien and Mirjam von Rohr, two of the top CrossFitters in the world.



Hyrox claims to have more than 2,500 affiliate gyms around the world, at which athletes can train for the public races. Mr. Toetzke and Mr. Furste initially told The New York Times that "about 10 percent" of these affiliates were also CrossFit gyms. In Berlin, 16 of 18 listed on the Hyrox website also offered CrossFit classes. When asked for clarification, Hyrox revised their estimate to 22 percent. Mr. Faul said that, though CrossFit does not track the number, he "would be surprised if it was that low."



Mr. Furste seemed vexed to have to address the subject of CrossFit's influence on Hyrox. "I absolutely don't like this conversation," he said. "We don't want to take anything away from them. We love the training methodology. But in the end, apart from the functional workouts, it has nothing to do with us."




Mr. Toetzke said that they're aware of the risk of being a quick fad that burns hot and fast, but that they're confident they'll have more staying power than "Jane Fonda's aerobics workout, which was the biggest thing in the world in the 1980s and then disappeared."




Each sport seem to be benefiting from the other. Mr. Hinshaw, the coach, said that Hyrox and CrossFit are "really a perfect pair," pointing out that offering both sports is are a good way for a gym owner to increase member retention. "A lot of people think they're competitive with one another, and that is not at all true," he said. "By the nature of who these athletes are, they're always chasing the shiny new object."



The question now is whether Hyrox can endure -- or even continue to grow -- as the blush of novelty wears off.It could also, like CrossFit, deepen in intensity while narrowing in appeal: It might inspire passion but the passion of the devoted few.



Mr. Toetzke doesn't think so. "I don't see the risk of becoming a sport only for committed people," he said. "We are looking to the success and longevity and sustainability of the marathon."



Becoming as popular as marathon running, of course, is a rather lofty ambition for an organization with events that are a fraction of a marathon's size. (Hyrox New York, taking place on June 1, will have less than 10 percent of the New York Marathon's participants.) But that, long term, is the goal.



"We really believe that this is the potential," Mr. Toetzke said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/28/style/hyrox-workout-anaheim-germany.html
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