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Stormy Daniels spars with Trump defense attorney in tense exchange over cash-for-silence transaction

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    AP is live at a courthouse in New York as Stormy Daniels returns to the witness stand in Donald Trump's hush money trial. 
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    [image: Stormy Daniels testifies on the witness stand as a promotional image for one of her shows featuring an image of Trump is displayed on monitors in Manhattan criminal court, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in New York. (Elizabeth Williams via AP)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump arrives at Manhattan Criminal Court in New York, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (Angela Weiss/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump, with lawyer Todd Blanche, speaks to reporters at Manhattan Criminal Court in New York, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (Angela Weiss/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump's defense attorneys grilled Stormy Daniels Thursday on the transaction at the center of the former president's hush money trial, pressing her on why she accepted a $130,000 payment to keep quiet about her alleged sexual encounter with Trump instead of going public.
"Why didn't you do that?" attorney Susan Necheles asked, wondering why Daniels didn't hold a news conference as she had planned to tell reporters about the 2006 encounter, which Trump denies ever happened.

    
    What to know about Trump's hush money trial:

	Follow the latest updates as Stormy Daniels returns to the witness stand.
	A guide to terms used in the Trump trial.
	Trump is the first ex-president on criminal trial. Here's what to know about the hush money case.
	Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.



    


"Because we were running out of time," Daniels said.
Did she mean, Necheles asked, that she was running out of time to use the claim to make money?
"To get the story out," Daniels countered. The negotiations happened in the final weeks of the 2016 presidential campaign, a critical point in the case against Trump because prosecutors are arguing that he and his allies snatched up these potentially damaging stories and buried them in an illegal effort to influence the November results. Trump denies any wrongdoing.

    


Daniels returned for more testimony Thursday, avoiding eye contact with the former president as she walked into the Manhattan courtroom and made her way to the witness stand.
Trump's lawyers have sought to paint the porn actor as a liar and extortionist who's trying to take down Trump after drawing money and fame from her story about him.
Turning pointedly to Daniels' career as an adult film actor, writer and director, Necheles asked: "You have a lot of experience in making phony stories about sex appear real?"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The sex in those films is real, just like the sex in that room," Daniels replied. "The character themes might be different, but the sex is very real. That's why it's pornography, not a B movie."




Daniels was first called as a witness on Tuesday, describing what she said happened during their 2006 encounter in graphic detail. 

    


Trump scowled and shook his head through much of Daniels' description of their alleged sexual encounter after the two met at a celebrity golf outing at Lake Tahoe where sponsors included the adult film studio where she worked. At one point, the judge told defense lawyers during a sidebar conversation -- out of earshot of the jury and the public -- that he could hear Trump "cursing audibly."
Daniels testified earlier this week that while she wasn't physically menaced, she felt a "power imbalance" as Trump, in his hotel bedroom, stood between her and the door and propositioned her.
As for whether she felt compelled to have sex with him, she reiterated Thursday that he didn't drug her or physically threaten her. But, she said, "My own insecurities, in that moment, kept me from saying no."
As Necheles continued comparing Daniels' testimony with past interviews, the witness insisted, "My story hasn't changed."
"You're trying to make me say that it changed, but it hasn't changed at all," she said.
Her testimony has been an extraordinary moment in what could be the only criminal case against the presumptive Republican presidential nominee to go to trial before voters decide in November whether to send him back to the White House. Trump has pleaded not guilty and casts himself as the victim of a politically tainted justice system working to deny him another term.

    


As she negotiated a nondisclosure agreement with Trump's then-attorney Michael Cohen, Daniels was also talking with other journalists as a "backup" plan, she testified Thursday. Necheles accused her of refusing to share the story with reporters because she wouldn't be paid for it.
"The better alternative was for you to get money, right?" Necheles said.
Daniels said she was most interested in getting her story out and ensuring her family's safety. 
"The better alternative was to get my story protected with a paper trail so that my family didn't get hurt," replied Daniels, whose testimony ended by midday.
Meanwhile, as the threat of jail looms over Trump following his repeated gag order violations, his attorneys are fighting the judge's order and seeking a fast decision in an appeals court. If the court refuses to lift the gag order, Trump's lawyers want permission to take their appeal to the state's high court.

    


"Here we sit after two and a half weeks, and I think you'll see some very revealing things today," Trump said outside court.
Inside the courtroom, Necheles ran through the finer points of the nondisclosure agreement, asking Daniels to confirm that she agreed to highlighted portions. Daniels responded in terse one-word answers, "Yes," adding: "I signed this only based on what my attorneys suggested."
Trump is charged with 34 counts of falsifying internal Trump Organization business records. The charges stem from things like invoices and checks that were deemed legal expenses in Trump Organization records. Prosecutors say the payments largely were reimbursements to Cohen for the $130,000 hush money payment to Daniels.

    


Testimony so far has made clear that at the time of the payment to Daniels, Trump and his campaign were reeling from the October 2016 publication of the never-before-seen 2005 "Access Hollywood" footage in which he boasted about grabbing women's genitals without their permission.
Prosecutors have argued that the political firestorm over the "Access Hollywood" tape hastened Cohen's payment to keep Daniels from going public with her claims that could further hurt Trump in the eyes of female voters. 
Trump's lawyers have sought to show that Trump was trying to protect his reputation and family -- not his campaign -- by shielding them from embarrassing stories about his personal life.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-trial-hush-money-stormy-daniels-d8be160e53c8050bf788d7772f483a64
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Israeli military says it has weapons it needs for Rafah ground operation

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Humanitarian aid was loaded onto a large container ship in Cyprus on Wednesday for delivery to Gaza. (AP video/Petros Karadjias)
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    [image: A crane loads food aid for Gaza onto the container ship Sagamore docked at Larnaca port, Cyprus, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: A lift loads food aid for Gaza on the container ship Sagamore at Larnaca port, Cyprus, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. According to a Pentagon spokeswoman, Sabrina Singh, humanitarian aid is being loaded onto the Sagamore at Larnaca port for eventual delivery to Gaza. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: A truck carrying food aid for Gaza to loading on the container ship Sagamore where on dock at Larnaca port, Cyprus, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. According to a Pentagon spokeswoman, Sabrina Singh, humanitarian aid is being loaded onto the Sagamore at Larnaca port for eventual delivery to Gaza. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: A view of the open arms ship and the container ship Sagamore, right, docked at Larnaca port, Cyprus, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, where food heading to Gaza is being loaded for eventual delivery. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: A truck carries food aid for Gaza to load onto the container ship Sagamore docked at Larnaca port, Cyprus, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: A truck carries food aid for Gaza to load onto the container ship Sagamore docked at Larnaca port, Cyprus, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: In this image provided by the U.S. Army, soldiers assigned to the 7th Transportation Brigade (Expeditionary) and sailors attached to the MV Roy P. Benavidez assemble the Roll-On, Roll-Off Distribution Facility (RRDF), or floating pier, off the shore of Gaza on April 26, 2024. The U.S. expects to have on-the-ground arrangements in Gaza ready for humanitarian workers to start delivering aid this month via a new U.S.-backed sea route for Gaza aid. An official with the U.S. Agency for International Development tells the AP that humanitarian groups expect to have their part of preparations complete by early to mid-month. (U.S. Army via AP)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel's military spokesman says the army has the weapons it needs to press ahead with its offensive in the southern Gaza city of Rafah.
Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari was asked at a news conference whether the army can conduct the operation without U.S. arms.
"The army has armaments for the missions it plans, and for the missions in Rafah too -- we have what we need," Hagari said.
Hagari spoke after U.S. President Joe Biden said he would not supply offensive weapons that Israel could use to launch an all-out assault on Rafah -- the last major Hamas stronghold in Gaza -- over concerns for the civilians there. 
Hagari said relations with the U.S. remain close, and that disagreements should be resolved behind closed doors.
THIS IS A BREAKING NEWS UPDATE. AP's earlier story follows below.
he first aid ship bound for an American-built floating pier to be installed in Gaza departed early Thursday. But it's unclear when the corridor will be up and running, and humanitarian groups say there are still major obstacles to getting food to starving Palestinians in the war-ravaged enclave.

    


Cyprus announced the ship's departure even though the U.S. military has not yet installed the pier and questions remain as to how the aid will be distributed. Even when the route is up and running, it won't be able to handle as much aid as Gaza's two main land crossings, which are currently inaccessible.




The U.N. says most of the territory's 2.3 million Palestinians suffer from hunger and that northern Gaza is already experiencing "full-blown famine."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Humanitarian workers fear an even more dire situation if Israel launches a long-promised invasion of the southern city of Rafah, which is the main distribution point for aid and where some 1.3 million Palestinians have sought refuge, most having fled from fighting elsewhere.
Israel seized the Gaza side of the Rafah crossing with Egypt on Tuesday, and it's unclear when it will reopen. Israel reopened its side of the nearby Kerem Shalom crossing -- Gaza's main cargo terminal -- after a rocket attack over the weekend, but the U.N.'s main provider of humanitarian assistance says aid cannot be brought in on the Palestinian side because of the security situation.

    


A recently reopened route in the north is still functioning, but only 60 trucks entered on Tuesday, far below the 500 that entered Gaza each day before the war.
International aid groups warned this week that a distribution network is at risk of collapse across the territory because of the closure of Rafah, which was used to import fuel. The U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees said it only has enough stocks to maintain operations for a few days and has started rationing.
The threat of a full-scale invasion of Rafah, where many aid groups have warehouses and staff, is also disrupting distribution.
President Joe Biden said Wednesday that the United States would not supply offensive weapons for an all-out invasion, in the latest escalation of tensions between the two close allies.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanayahu brushed off the threat in a statement issued Thursday, saying "If we have to stand alone, we will stand alone."

    


"If we need to, we will fight with our fingernails. But we have much more than fingernails," he added. 
Earlier, Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir wrote a post on the platform X with a heart between the words "Hamas" and "Biden." He and other ultra-nationalist members of Netanyahu's coalition support a large-scale Rafah operation and have threatened to bring down his government if it doesn't happen.
Israel's limited military incursion into Rafah has meanwhile already complicated what had been months of efforts by the U.S., Qatar and Egypt to broker a cease-fire and the release of hostages captured in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that triggered the war.
CIA Director William Burns headed back to the United States as planned on Thursday after attending talks in Cairo and meeting with Netanyahu this week, a U.S. official said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the closed-door international efforts. 

    


Hamas also said its delegation had left Cairo and was returning to Qatar, where it maintains a political office. 
Egypt's state-owned Al-Qahera TV said that the Cairo negotiations were continuing. It did not say whether Israel's delegation was still there, and there was no comment from the Israeli government.
The war began with Hamas' surprise attack into southern Israel, in which it killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and took another 250 hostage. The militants are still holding some 100 captives and the remains of more than 30 after most of the rest were released during a cease-fire last year.
The war has killed over 34,800 Palestinians, mostly women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. Israel's offensive, waged with U.S.-supplied munitions, has caused widespread devastation and forced some 80% of Gaza's population to flee their homes.

    


Biden announced the construction of the floating pier two months ago as part of efforts to ramp up humanitarian aid to Gaza. 
Maj. Pete Nguyen, a Pentagon spokesman, said Thursday that parts of the pier are still in the Israeli port of Ashdod awaiting more favorable seas before being moved into position off Gaza. He said the U.S. vessel Sagamore, which left Cyprus, would transport aid to another ship, the Roy P. Benavidez, which is off the coast of Gaza.
"In the coming days, the U.S. will commence an international community-backed effort to expand the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the people of Gaza using a floating pier," he said.
___
Hadjicostis reported from Nicosia, Cyprus. Associated Press writers Ellen Knickmeyer and Lolita Baldor in Washington contributed to this report.
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US says Rafah offensive would jeopardize cease-fire talks as Biden threatens to halt more Israel aid

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dozens of Palestinians fled central Rafah Wednesday following Israel's ground invasions and evacuation order of the city's eastern suburbs. Residents were seen packing up their belongings in bags that were loaded on cars and carts heading in different directions seeking safety. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            People collect belongings and leave Rafah in bid to find safety

        
        
            Dozens of Palestinians fled central Rafah Wednesday following Israel's ground invasions and evacuation order of the city's eastern suburbs. Residents were seen packing up their belongings in bags that were loaded on cars and carts heading in different directions seeking safety. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        People collect belongings and leave Rafah in bid to find safety
Dozens of Palestinians fled central Rafah Wednesday following Israel's ground invasions and evacuation order of the city's eastern suburbs. Residents were seen packing up their belongings in bags that were loaded on cars and carts heading in different directions seeking safety. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Israel seizes Gaza's vital Rafah crossing amid ceasefire talks, AP Explains

        
        
            Israeli forces have seized the Gaza side of the Rafah border crossing with Egypt, pressing their offensive into the southern city. The Israeli assault into Rafah came just hours after Hamas accepted a cease-fire proposal mediated by Egypt and Qatar.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Israel seizes Gaza's vital Rafah crossing amid ceasefire talks, AP Explains
Israeli forces have seized the Gaza side of the Rafah border crossing with Egypt, pressing their offensive into the southern city. The Israeli assault into Rafah came just hours after Hamas accepted a cease-fire proposal mediated by Egypt and Qatar.
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            Pentagon chief confirms US has paused bomb shipment to Israel to signal concerns over Rafah invasion

        
        
            Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has confirmed the U.S. paused a shipment of bombs to Israel last week over concerns the country was approaching a decision to launch a full-scale assault on the southern Gaza city of Rafah against the wishes of the U.S.
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    [image: President Joe Biden boards Air Force One as he departs Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike east of Rafah, Gaza Strip, Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The United States warned on Thursday that Israel will be dealing a strategic victory to Hamas if it carries out plans for an all-out assault on Rafah, the militants' last major stronghold in Gaza.
The warning was backed by a new threat from President Joe Biden: He says he will pause more offensive military assistance to Israel if it goes through with the operation in a city where more than 1 million civilians are sheltering.
Biden last week put on hold a shipment of large bombs to Israel over concerns the weapons are of the type that has caused significant civilian casualties in Gaza and would almost certainly do more such damage if Israel conducted a major offensive in Rafah. 
On Wednesday, he held out the possibility of holding up future shipments of bomb guidance kits and artillery to Israel, in hopes the threat would turn Israel back from an operation in the city. 

    


The pronouncements are part of last-ditch push for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his far-right government to rethink their public commitments to invade the city in an effort to eradicate Hamas. The U.S. believes such a move would result in significant civilian casualties and exacerbate an already dire humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 




The U.S. is making its sharpest moves yet to influence the decision-making of its ally in the ongoing war against the militant group that was triggered by Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel. Some 1,200 people in Israel were killed and about 250 were taken captive.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our view is any kind of major Rafah ground operation would actually strengthen Hamas' hands at the negotiating table, not Israel's," White House national security spokesman John Kirby said Thursday. He said more civilian deaths in Rafah from an Israeli offensive would give more ammunition to Hamas' "twisted narrative" about Israel.
Talks in Cairo aimed at securing a six-week cease-fire to allow for the release of some hostages and a surge of food and aid to civilians in Gaza are continuing, Kirby added. But CIA Director Bill Burns and other delegations to the talks left Egypt on Thursday without a deal.

    


Kirby said it was too soon to know whether the aid holdup had altered the Israeli calculus, but that the U.S. was continuing to advise Israel on how it could defeat Hamas through more surgical operations. 
"We believe that they have put an enormous amount of pressure on Hamas and that there are better ways to go after what is left of Hamas in Rafah than a major ground operation," he added.
Biden, in an interview with CNN on Wednesday, insisted that despite the arms hold up, the U.S. was still committed to Israel's defense and would supply Iron Dome rocket interceptors and other defensive arms.
He acknowledged that "civilians have been killed in Gaza" by the type of heavy bombs that the U.S. has been supplying. It was his first validation of what administration critics have been loudly protesting, even if he still stopped short of taking responsibility. His threat to hold up artillery shells expanded on earlier revelations that the U.S. was going to pause a shipment of heavy bombs.

    


Biden said Israel's actions around Rafah had "not yet" crossed his red lines, but he has repeated that Israel needs to do far more to protect the lives of civilians in Gaza. The Hamas-run health ministry puts the toll at more 34,000 dead, though it doesn't distinguish between militants and civilians.
Israel's military spokesman, Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, said that despite the American pause, "we have what we need" to press ahead with the mission. His comments came after Netanayahu brushed Biden's threat, saying in a statement, "If we have to stand alone, we will stand alone."
The U.S. has historically provided enormous amounts of military aid to Israel. The shipment that was paused was supposed to consist of 1,800 2,000-pound (900-kilogram) bombs and 1,700 500-pound (225-kilogram) bombs, according to a senior U.S. administration official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive matter. The focus of U.S. concern was the larger explosives and how they could be used in a dense urban area.

    


"I made it clear that if they go into Rafah -- they haven't gone in Rafah yet -- if they go into Rafah, I'm not supplying the weapons that have been used historically to deal with Rafah, to deal with the cities, that deal with that problem," Biden said.
"We're not walking away from Israel's security," the Democratic president continued. "We're walking away from Israel's ability to wage war in those areas."
U.S. officials had declined for days to comment on the halted transfer. Word about it came as Biden on Tuesday described U.S. support for Israel as "ironclad, even when we disagree."
Israel's ambassador to the United Nations, Gilad Erdan, in an interview with Israeli Channel 12 TV news, said the decision to pause the shipment was "a very disappointing decision, even frustrating." He suggested the move stemmed from political pressure on Biden from Congress, the U.S. campus protests and the upcoming election.

    


The decision also drew a sharp rebuke from House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., and Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, who said they only learned about the holdup from press reports, despite assurances from the Biden administration that no such pauses were in the works. The Republicans called on Biden in a letter to swiftly end the blockage, saying it "risks emboldening Israel's enemies," and to brief lawmakers on the nature of the policy reviews.
Biden has faced pressure from some on the left and condemnation from the critics on the right who say Biden has moderated his support for an essential Mideast ally.
"The American people support Israel overwhelmingly," said South Dakota Sen. John Thune, the No. 2 Republican, who pushed a resolution condemning Biden's decision. "And they also believe that Israel needs to do what is necessary, and if that includes going into Rafah to root out the Hamas threat, then that is necessary for their very survival."
Former President Donald Trump, entering a New York courthouse for his criminal trial over hush money payments, criticized Biden as well, saying Thursday that "What Biden is doing with respect to Israel is disgraceful." The presumptive GOP presidential nominee added, "If any Jewish person voted for Joe Biden, they should be ashamed of themselves. He's totally abandoned Israel."
Independent Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont, a Biden ally, said in a statement the pause on big bombs must be a "first step."
"Our leverage is clear," Sanders said. "Over the years, the United States has provided tens of billions of dollars in military aid to Israel. We can no longer be complicit in Netanyahu's horrific war against the Palestinian people."
Israeli troops on Tuesday seized control of Gaza's vital Rafah border crossing in what the White House described as a limited operation that stopped short of the full-on Israeli invasion of the city that Biden has repeatedly warned against.
Israel has ordered the evacuation of 100,000 Palestinians from the city. Israeli forces have also carried out what it describes as "targeted strikes" on the eastern part of Rafah and captured the Rafah crossing, a critical conduit for the flow of humanitarian aid along the Gaza-Egypt border.
The State Department is separately considering whether to approve the continued transfer of Joint Direct Attack Munition kits, which place precision guidance systems onto bombs, to Israel, but the review didn't pertain to imminent shipments.
__
Associated Press writers Josef Federman in Jerusalem and Lolita C. Baldor and Matthew Lee contributed to this report.
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House Speaker Mike Johnson survived a motion to vacate. Here's why his job is far from safe.

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    House Speaker Mike Johnson called an effort to oust him from his speakership by hardline Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene 'a misguided effort' following an overwhelming 359-43 vote in his favor.
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    [image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks at a news conference amid threats that Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., a staunch ally of former President Donald Trump, is threatening to oust Johnson from his leadership post, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., leaves a meeting with House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., whom she has vowed to remove from his leadership post, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., talks to reporters about requiring American citizenship to vote in national elections, as they introduce the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., joined at left by Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, talk to reporters about their intention to require American citizenship to vote in national elections, as they introduce the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Mike Johnson's job isn't safe yet.
 In a stunning show of unity in the often divided House, Democrats joined a majority of Republicans on Wednesday to save the GOP speaker from an attempt by fellow Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene to remove him from his post.
But while Democrats in the minority threw the Louisiana congressman a life raft by voting on his side, they made clear they might not do so again. That means the threat for Johnson still lingers as Greene and other lawmakers can at any time call up another motion to oust him.
The episode highlights the increasingly precarious situation for Johnson, who faces the same conservative forces that took down his predecessor, Kevin McCarthy, but with an even smaller majority that has forced him to continuously rely on Democratic support to carry out the most basic functions of legislating. Republicans control the House by the barest of margins, 217-213.

    


Here's what to know about how the House can remove a speaker and what's ahead for Johnson:
WHAT IS A MOTION TO VACATE?
The current rules of the House allow any lawmaker -- Democrat or Republican -- to put forward a resolution declaring the speaker's chair vacant. If the House approves the resolution, it has the effect of ousting the speaker from office.




The "motion to vacate" has existed for most of congressional history. But it had never been deployed successfully until last October when a rebel band of Republicans joined with Democrats to oust McCarthy as speaker.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

McCarthy's removal came, in part, as the result of the concessions he was forced to make to win the speaker's gavel in the first place. Among the concessions was agreeing that a motion to vacate could be triggered by a single member -- the threshold that historically has been the norm, but that had been abandoned by Democrats in the majority.
Proponents of allowing a single lawmaker to file the motion said it promotes accountability, noting its long history in the House. 

    


HOW DOES IT WORK?
At any point, a member of the House can introduce a privileged resolution -- a designation that gives it priority over other measures -- to declare the office of the speaker of the House of Representatives vacant.
Once the motion is introduced, the lawmaker sponsoring it can request a vote on the House floor. Such a request forces House leaders to take action within two legislative days.
But there are procedural motions that members of either party can make to slow or stop the process -- and that's exactly what happened when Greene called for a vote Wednesday on removing Johnson.
The No. 2 House Republican, Steve Scalise, immediately made a motion to "table" Greene's resolution, which defeats it if successful. The vote to table was fast and overwhelming, with lawmakers voting 359-43 to defeat her effort and keep Johnson in the job.
WHO IS TRYING TO OUST JOHNSON AND WHY?
The speaker had fought for months to navigate an increasingly fractured Republican conference, which has -- in effect -- been operating in the majority in name only since January 2023.
Republicans unanimously chose Johnson late last year to replace McCarthy after several candidates for the job failed to gain enough support. His conservative bent was seen as a welcome departure by the most extreme members of his party who had accused McCarthy for years of being too moderate.

    


But Greene, who became a McCarthy ally late in his tenure, has been skeptical of Johnson's speakership from the beginning. While she criticized her fellow far-right colleagues for toppling McCarthy, she had warned Johnson for months that she would try to remove him in a similar fashion if he were to push ahead with a package to support Ukraine as it battles Russia's invasion.
"He should not bring funding for Ukraine," Greene had told reporters.
But Johnson did just that last month when he advanced a foreign aid package for Ukraine to the floor where it was overwhelmingly approved and signed into law.
Other Republicans are also critical of Johnson, including Rep. Thomas Massie of Kentucky, who was a co-sponsor of Greene's resolution to oust him.

    


COULD THERE BE ENOUGH VOTES TO OUST JOHNSON?
It remains to be seen, but the vote Wednesday showed Johnson's job is far from safe.
Without Democratic help, Johnson could have easily been ousted. Eleven Republicans voted to proceed with Greene's effort, more than the number of GOP votes it took to oust McCarthy last fall. Seven Democrats voted present and all but 32 of the others voted with Republicans to block the effort to oust him.
"Our decision to stop Marjorie Taylor Greene from plunging the country into further chaos is rooted in our commitment to solve problems," Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries said after the vote.
Asked what they might do if there were another attempt to oust the speaker, Jeffries said, "Haven't given it a thought."
Some Republicans are frustrated by the threats to Johnson and were dismissive of Greene. Rep. Dusty Johnson, R-S.D., said of those trying to remove the speaker, "They're pretty good at getting attention, but they have not been recognized for their ability to get things done."

    


He said if they keep pushing to oust the speaker, "I think you can expect more of the same: Failure."
IF JOHNSON IS OUSTED, WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT?
The speaker of the House, under the rules of the chamber, is required to keep a list of individuals who can act as speaker pro tempore in the event a chair is vacated. The list, which is oddly written by the sitting speaker at any given time, remains with the House clerk and would be made public if the speakership were vacant.
The first person on that list would be named speaker pro tempore and their first order of business would be to hold an election for a new speaker. The House then would vote as many times as it took to elect a speaker.
In the case of McCarthy, the role of speaker pro tem fell to his close confidant Rep. Patrick McHenry, R-N.C., the chair of the House Financial Services Committee. He was in the role for three weeks, until Johnson's election. 
___
Associated Press writers Lisa Mascaro, Kevin Freking and Stephen Groves contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/marjorie-taylor-greene-mike-johnson-motion-to-vacate-congress-2e091748562e99373561ed8015cf5e82



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Guns are being stolen from cars at triple the rate they were 10 years ago, a report finds

    Guns are being stolen from cars at triple the rate they were 10 years ago, a report finds

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - This undated photo provided by the Van Buren County Sheriff's Office in Paw Paw, Mich., shows stolen guns, ammunition and knives that were recovered Sept. 12, 2015, in Antwerp Township, Mich. The rate of guns stolen from cars in the U.S. has tripled over the last decade, making them the largest source of stolen guns in the country, a new analysis of FBI data by the gun-safety group Everytown found. (Van Buren County Sheriff's Office via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - This undated photo provided by the Van Buren County Sheriff's Office in Paw Paw, Mich., shows stolen guns, ammunition and knives that were recovered Sept. 12, 2015, in Antwerp Township, Mich. The rate of guns stolen from cars in the U.S. has tripled over the last decade, making them the largest source of stolen guns in the country, a new analysis of FBI data by the gun-safety group Everytown found. (Van Buren County Sheriff's Office via AP)


            Read More
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The rate of guns stolen from cars in the U.S. has tripled over the last decade, making them the largest source of stolen guns in the country, an analysis of FBI data by the gun safety group Everytown found.
The rate of stolen guns from cars climbed nearly every year and spiked during the coronavirus pandemic along with a major surge in weapons purchases in the U.S., according to the report, which analyzes FBI data from 337 cities in 44 states and was provided to The Associated Press.
The stolen weapons have, in some cases, turned up at crime scenes. In July 2021, a gun taken from an unlocked car in Riverside, Florida, was used to kill a 27-year-old Coast Guard member as she tried to stop a car burglary in her neighborhood.
The alarming trend underscores the need for Americans to safely secure their firearms to prevent them from getting into the hands of dangerous people, said Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Director Steve Dettelbach, whose agency has separately found links between stolen guns and violent crimes.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Guns are being stolen from cars at triple the rate they were 10 years ago, a report finds
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a huge increase in the number of guns that are stolen from vehicles.

    


    


"People don't go to a mall and steal a firearm from a locked car to go hunting. Those guns are going straight to the street," said Dettelbach, whose agency was not involved in the report. "They're going to violent people who can't pass a background check. They're going to gangs. They're going to drug dealers, and they're going to hurt and kill the people who live in the next town, the next county or the next state."




Nearly 112,000 guns were reported stolen in 2022, and just over half of those were from cars -- most often when they were parked in driveways or outside people's homes, the Everytown report found. That's up from about one-quarter of all thefts in 2013, when homes were the leading spot for firearm thefts, the report says. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Stolen guns have also been linked to tragic accidents, such as when a 14-year-old boy in St. Petersburg, Florida, killed his 11-year-old brother after finding in an alley a gun that had been stolen from an unlocked car a few days before.

    


At least one firearm was stolen from a car every nine minutes on average in 2022, the most recent year for which data was available. That's almost certainly an undercount, though, since there's no federal law requiring people to report stolen guns and only one-third of states require a report. 
"Every gun stolen from a car increases the chances it'll be used in a violent crime," said Sarah Burd-Sharp, senior director of research at Everytown, which advocates for gun control policies. It's unclear what's driving the trend. The report found higher theft rates in states with looser gun laws, which also tend to have higher rates of gun ownership. 
The report analyzed crime data from the FBI's National Incident-Based Reporting System, which includes details about what was stolen and where it came from. Guns stolen from cars bucked car theft trends overall -- the rate of other things stolen from cars has dropped 11% over the last 10 years, even as the rate of gun thefts from cars grew 200%, Everytown found in its analysis of FBI data.

    


In Savannah, Georgia, city leaders last month passed an ordinance requiring people to secure firearms left inside cars after seeing more than 200 guns stolen from unlocked cars in a year. The measure is facing pushback from the state's attorney general. 
The ATF has separately said that theft is a significant source of guns that end up in the hands of criminals. More than 1 million guns were reported stolen between 2017 and 2021, the agency found in a sweeping report on crime guns released last year. And the vast majority of gun thefts are from individuals. 
The agency is prohibited by law from publicly releasing detailed information about where stolen guns end up. The information can, however, be shared with police investigating a crime.
___
This story has been corrected to show the analysis found the number of stolen guns from 2022 was 112,000, not 122,000.
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    [image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump speaks at an America First Policy Institute agenda summit at the Marriott Marquis in Washington, July 26, 2022. A group trying to lay the groundwork for a second Trump administration if the former president wins in November is out with a new policy book that aims to articulate an "America First" national security agenda. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Making future military aid to Ukraine contingent on the country participating in peace talks with Russia. Banning Chinese nationals from buying property within a 50-mile radius of U.S. government buildings. Filling the national security sector with acolytes of Donald Trump. 
One of several groups trying to lay the groundwork for a second Trump administration if the former Republican president wins in November is out with a new policy book that aims to articulate an "America First" national security agenda.
The book, shared with The Associated Press before its release Thursday, is the latest effort from the America First Policy Institute. Like the Heritage Foundation's "Project 2025," the group is seeking to help Trump avoid the mistakes of 2016, when he entered the White House largely unprepared. 
Beyond its policy efforts, the institute's transition project has been working to draft dozens of executive orders and developing a training program for future political appointees. Heritage has been building an extensive personnel database and offering its own policy manuals.

    


Both groups stress they are independent from Trump's campaign, which has repeatedly tried to distance itself from such efforts, insisting that the only Trump-backed policies are those the candidate articulates himself.




Still Fred Fleitz, the book's editor, noted that he and retired Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg, who served for a time as Trump's acting national security adviser and wrote several of the chapters, have been in frequent touch with the former president, soliciting feedback and discussing topics such as Ukraine at length.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"We hope this is where he is. We're not speaking for him, but I think he will approve," said Fleitz, who formerly served as the National Security Council's chief of staff. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said he hopes the book will serve as "a guidebook that will be an intellectual foundation for the America First approach" to national security "that's easy to use."

    


"It's a grand strategy," added Kellogg. "You don't start with the policies first. You start with the strategies first. And that's what we've done."
The group casts the current trajectory of U.S. national security as a failure, thanks to a foreign policy establishment it accuses of having embraced an interventionist and "globalist" approach at the expense of America's national interests.
While short on specifics, the book offers some guideposts to how a future Trump administration could approach foreign policy issues such as Russia's war against Ukraine. Trump has said, that if elected, he would solve the conflict before Inauguration Day in January, but has declined to say how.
The book's chapter on the war spends more time discussing how the conflict unfolded than how to end it. But it says the U.S. should make future military aid contingent on Ukraine participating in peace talks with Russia.
It predicts the Ukrainian army will likely lose ground over time and advises against the U.S. continuing "to send arms to a stalemate that Ukraine will eventually find difficult to win." But once there is a peace agreement, it says the U.S. would continue to arm Ukraine as a deterrent to Russia.

    


The authors seem to endorse a framework in which Ukraine "would not be asked to relinquish the goal of regaining all its territory" but would agree to diplomacy "with the understanding that this would require a future diplomatic breakthrough which probably will not occur before (Russian President Vladimir) Putin leaves office." 
It acknowledges that Ukrainians "will have trouble accepting a negotiated peace that does not give back all of their territory or, at least for now, hold Russia responsible for the carnage it inflicted on Ukraine. Their supporters will also. But as Donald Trump said at the CNN town hall in 2023, 'I want everyone to stop dying.' That's our view, too. It is a good first step."
The book blames Democratic President Joe Biden for the war and repeats Trump's claim that Putin never would have invaded if Trump had been in office. Its main argument in defense of that claim is that Putin saw Trump as strong and decisive. In fact, Trump cozied up to the Russian leader and was reluctant to challenge him.

    


The bulk of the chapter is spent laying out an at times erroneous timeline of Biden's handling of the war.
Going forward, it suggests Putin could be persuaded to join peace talks if Biden and other NATO leaders offer to put off NATO membership for Ukraine for an extended period. It suggests that the U.S. instead establish a "long-term security architecture for Ukraine's defense that focuses on bilateral security defense." It provides no explanation of what this would entail. It also calls for placing levies on Russian energy sales to pay for reconstruction in Ukraine.
The book is critical of Trump's transition efforts in 2016, bemoaning a broad lack of preparation before Trump took office.

    


"The tumultuous transition of 2016/2017 did not serve President Trump and the nation well and slowed the advancement and implementation of his agenda," the authors wrote. For instance, they note that before the election, Democrat Hillary Clinton's transition team had submitted more than 1,000 names for future security clearance. Trump's team submitted just 25.
The group says it has identified roughly 1,200 national security-related positions that the next administration will need to fill and urges it to be ready on Day 1 with Trump loyalists who adhere to the "America First" approach.
"It's not about retaliating against people or trying to politicize government positions. It's about making sure government workers do their job and keep politics out of their work," Fleitz said.
The book describes China as the nation's most pressing national security threat, eager to displace the U.S. as the world's premier power. It proposes a hawkish policy that builds on approaches from both the Trump years and the Biden administration with the goal of making Beijing's policies "largely irrelevant to American life."
It elevates economic concerns with China to those of national security and proposes a reciprocal approach that would deny Beijing access to U.S. markets in the same way American companies have been denied in China. 
The book also recommends more rigorous screening of cyber and tech companies owned by U.S. adversaries, especially China, to make sure they are not collecting sensitive information. It also recommends that Chinese nationals be banned from buying property within a 50-mile radius of any U.S. government property.
It calls for visa restrictions on Chinese students wishing to study in the United States and for the banning of TikTok and other Chinese apps out of concerns for data privacy. Trump, however, has spoken out against a law that would force TikTok's sale or block U.S. access.
The analysts' views of what an "America First" policy looks like often reflect the writers' personal focuses.
For Ellie Cohanim, a former Trump deputy State Department envoy charged with monitoring and combating antisemitism, "America First" looks a lot like a shopping list for the Israeli military.
The U.S. should rush Israel a squadron of "25 Lockheed Martin F-35s, one squadron of Boeing's F-15 EX, and a squadron of Apache E attack helicopters," Cohanim wrote.
The U.S. should give some of its billions of dollars in military funding to Israel in Israeli currency so Israel can spend it at home, and Washington should push Arab states to foot the bill for the rebuilding of Gaza and accept Israel's shelving any political talks with the Palestinians pending an indefinite period of compulsory deradicalization for the Palestinian people, she wrote.
___
Colvin reported from New York. Associated Press writer Rebecca Santana contributed to this report.
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Harvey Weinstein won't be sent back to California while he awaits New York rape retrial

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Harvey Weinstein will remain in a New York jail as a court works out whether he should stay there while he awaits a retrial in a rape case, or be sent back to California to continue serving a prison sentence. He appeared in court Thursday.
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    [image: Harvey Weinstein appears in Queens criminal court, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in New York. Harvey Weinstein returned to court in New York City as authorities considered an extradition request from California to serve his sentence for a 2022 rape conviction. The 16-year sentence Weinstein received for raping a woman at a Los Angeles film festival in 2013 had been on ice while he served time in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Harvey Weinstein will remain locked up in New York as a court works out whether he should stay in a city jail while awaiting retrial, or be sent to California to serve his prison sentence for rape there.
The fallen movie mogul denied his consent for California's extradition request during a brief court hearing Thursday, and will remain behind bars in New York for now. 
Weinstein, 72, was returned to the city's Riker's Island jail just days ago from a city hospital. He showed up for the hearing in a wheelchair and wearing a dark suit. Defense attorney Diana Fabi Samson said outside of court that their main concern is making sure Weinstein gets the medical care he needs.
"He's holding up the best he can," she said.
A judge scheduled his next appearance on the extradition question for Aug. 7 -- just weeks before New York prosecutors said they could be ready to try him again.

    


The 16-year sentence Weinstein received in 2023 for raping a woman at a 2013 Los Angeles film festival had been on ice while he served a 23-year rape sentence in New York. 
After the Empire State conviction was overturned late last month, Manhattan prosecutors said they're working to retry him, and at least one of two accusers was willing to testify again.




The once-powerful former movie executive has denied the New York charges, which accused him of raping an aspiring actor in 2013 and sexually assaulting a TV and film production assistant in 2006. The 2020 verdict was heralded at the time as a milestone in the #MeToo movement, an era that began in 2017 with a flood of allegations against Weinstein.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In vacating the convictions, New York's highest court found that the trial judge prejudiced Weinstein with improper rulings, including by letting other women testify about allegations he wasn't charged with.
Weinstein was doing his time in an upstate New York prison until he was transferred to city custody following the appeals court decision. Then he was sent to Manhattan's Bellevue Hospital, where his publicist says he was treated for pneumonia and other medical issues. He was moved back to Rikers on Monday.
Samson said outside court that California now needs to produce a warrant signed by the governor. "They are not in a position to extradite Mr. Weinstein because they have not done what they need to do," she said. 
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Technology crushing human creativity? Apple's 'disturbing' new iPad ad has struck a nerve online

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this image taken from a video advertisement, a hydraulic press crushes an array of creative instruments .The newly-released ad promoting Apple's new iPad Pro has struck quite a nerve online. (Apple via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A newly released ad promoting Apple's new iPad Pro has struck quite a nerve online.
The ad, which was released by the tech giant Tuesday, shows a hydraulic press crushing just about every creative instrument artists and consumers have used over the years -- from a piano and record player, to piles of paint, books, cameras and relics of arcade games. Resulting from the destruction? A pristine new iPad Pro.
"The most powerful iPad ever is also the thinnest," a narrator says at the end of the commercial.
Apple's intention seems straightforward: Look at all the things this new product can do. But critics have called it tone-deaf -- with several marketing experts noting the campaign's execution missed the mark.
"I had a really disturbing reaction to the ad," said Americus Reed II, professor of marketing at The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. "I understood conceptually what they were trying to do, but ... I think the way it came across is, here is technology crushing the life of that nostalgic sort of joy (from former times)."

    


The ad also arrives during a time many feel uncertain or fearful about seeing their work or everyday routines "replaced" by technological advances -- particularly amid the rapid commercialization of generative artificial intelligence. And watching beloved items get smashed into oblivion doesn't help curb those fears, Reed and others note.




Several celebrities were also among the voices critical of Apple's "Crush!" commercial on social media this week.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The destruction of the human experience. Courtesy of Silicon Valley," actor Hugh Grant wrote on the social media platform X, in a repost of Apple CEO Tim Cook's sharing of the ad.
Some found the ad to be a telling metaphor of the industry today -- particularly concerns about big tech negatively impacting creatives. Filmmaker Justine Bateman wrote on X that the commercial "crushes the arts."

    


Experts added that the commercial marked a notable difference to marketing seen from Apple in the past -- which has often taken more positive or uplifting approaches.
"My initial thought was that Apple has become exactly what it never wanted to be," Vann Graves, executive director of the Virginia Commonwealth University's Brandcenter, said.
Graves pointed to Apple's famous 1984 ad introducing the Macintosh computer, which he said focused more on uplifting creativity and thinking outside of the box as a unique individual. In contrast, Graves added, "this (new iPad) commercial says, 'No, we're going to take all the creativity in the world and use a hydraulic press to push it down into one device that everyone uses.'"
Apple did not immediately respond to The Associated Press' requests for comment Thursday.
The Cupertino, California-based company unveiled its latest generation of iPad Pros and Airs earlier this week in a showcase that lauded new features for both lines. The Pro sports a new thinner design, a new M4 processor for added processing power, slightly upgraded storage and incorporates dual OLED panels for a brighter, crisper display.

    


Apple is trying to juice demand for iPads after its sales of the tablets plunged 17% from last year during the January-March period. After its 2010 debut helped redefine the tablet market, the iPad has become a minor contributor to Apple's success. It currently accounts for just 6% of the company's sales.
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In new memoir, Tom Selleck looks back at the hard years that made him a star in 'Magnum, P.I.'
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    [image: This cover image released by Dey Street Books shows "You Never Know" a memoir by Tom Selleck with Ellis Henican. (Dey Street Books via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Tom Selleck arrives at the 15th Annual Entertainment Industry Foundation Revlon Run/Walk For Women in Los Angeles on Saturday, May 10, 2008. (AP Photo/Dan Steinberg, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tom Selleck, left, and Jillie Mack appear at the "The Carol Burnett 50th Anniversary Special" in Los Angeles on Oct. 4, 2017. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - The cast of "Magnum PI," from left, Roger E. Mosley, Tom Selleck, and Larry Manetti appear backstage at the TV Land Awards in Universal City, Calif., on April 19, 2009. (AP Photo/Matt Sayles, File)]
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[image: This cover image released by Dey Street Books shows "You Never Know" a memoir by Tom Selleck with Ellis Henican. (Dey Street Books via AP)]
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[image: FILE - The cast of "Magnum PI," from left, Roger E. Mosley, Tom Selleck, and Larry Manetti appear backstage at the TV Land Awards in Universal City, Calif., on April 19, 2009. (AP Photo/Matt Sayles, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Tom Selleck starts his memoir in the middle of a car crash. He is 17 and in the passenger seat when he and two friends go airborne in his mom's red Chevy Corvair, tumbling off Mulholland Drive in Los Angeles. Everyone would be eventually fine, but it's a harrowing moment and a unique way to kick off a look back.
"That's an unusual way to start," the "Magnum, P.I." and "Blue Bloods" star admits in an interview. "It seemed like the perfect way to go back a little bit and talk about my upbringing through the bad accident and the ramifications."
"You Never Know" takes readers through Selleck's years at the University of Southern California, in the Army, being bachelor No. 2 on "The Dating Game" and small roles and commercials before earning an Emmy and lasting fame as Thomas Magnum.
"I didn't have one of those headline-grabbing lives," the 79-year-old actor tells The Associated Press. "The only way I could make the book entertaining -- and I think my primary job and goal in this book is to entertain -- was to get into these stories in a way that the reader got inside my head."

    


Selleck spent four years writing the book longhand on yellow legal pads, quoting from George Will and Raymond Chandler along the way. He would write in the afternoon and read what he'd written to his wife at dinner.


The self-portrait that emerges is of an actor who put his head down and worked at his craft -- he did six unsold pilots and his first big movie was in the unfortunate "Daughters of Satan" -- until hitting the big time in his mid-30s.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If Selleck has one thing to sell its authenticity," says Ellis Henican, Selleck's co-writer. "He is a guy who knows who he is. He has managed to make a very successful career in a rough business over many decades by finding a way to be himself."
Selleck says he had no intentions of writing a tell-all or sharing salacious details of his life, though he does reveal details about his secret marriage to his second wife, Jillie Mack, who he first spotted onstage in "Cats." (Yes, he fell in love with Rumpleteazer.) 

    


"There's plenty of stuff I have not talked, about and there's plenty of stuff that everybody else has talked about and it isn't really accurate," he says.
Readers will learn that Selleck -- known for his 6-foot-4 matinee-idol looks and build, sense of humor and effortless style -- was often racked by insecurity and doubts, writing, "That critic on your shoulder is a formidable opponent."
"I wanted to speak the language of our business to young actors," he says. "It's not an easy road. The product you're selling -- when somebody says no, which is 99% of the time -- is you."
Famously, his shooting schedule for "Magnum, P.I." forced him to decline an offer to play Indiana Jones in "Raiders of the Lost Ark," a part which went to Harrison Ford. A Hollywood strike actually made it possible to do both, but Selleck is at peace, writing "my only regret was that the what-if was there from time to time."
The role of Magnum -- a Vietnam war veteran-turned easygoing detective who zipped around Hawaii in a red Ferrari -- aired from 1980-1988.

    


Selleck earned an Emmy in 1984 for the episode "Home from the Sea," in which Magnum treads water alone in the Pacific Ocean until he is rescued, talking to figures in his past. "I made it, Dad. Why didn't you?," the character deliriously asks his father, who was shot down over Korea in 1951. He was thrust into hosting the Emmys on the year he won one.
"A part of me was still in host mode. I grabbed my Emmy and ran across the stage to my host podium. I put down my Emmy and looked out at the applauding audience for the first time. When I did, I gotta say, the applause grew louder and stayed that way for quite a bit longer than I expected," he writes.
Selleck bet on himself throughout his career, turning down a steady gig on "Young and the Restless" and showing up for work on the 1979 TV miniseries "The Sacketts" even though the director made a point of saying he didn't want him.
"I'm most proud that I, as a person, was willing to take risks. They didn't always pay off, but many times they did," he says. "Risk is the price you pay for opportunity itself." 

    


Portraits of other stars also make appearances, like Carol Burnett, Princess Diana and Frank Sinatra, whose last acting job was on "Magnum, P.I." and who showed off his temper as well as his acting chops while navigating a colostomy bag.
Fans of "Blue Bloods" have to wait for the last few pages to discover that Selleck initially fought for it to be a character-driven show and not a procedural, as the pilot had been. He won and the show is in its 14th season. He writes "I can't be that lucky twice." 
Selleck writes that he approached his career as a bricklayer, making sure each role was done with the highest quality and then moving on to the next. If that meant pushing back on scripts or budgets, so be it. 

    


"Just showing up and getting a paycheck wasn't my idea of the work," he says. "I tried to always do it in a businesslike way. You know, not throw tantrums and throw scripts against the wall."
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tom-selleck-book-acf166c42037f6d1f343ec951e27b86d
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New storms pummel the South as a week of deadly weather marches on

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A tornado in Tennessee damaged homes, injured people, toppled power lines and trees, and killed at least one person. Survivors described what the storm was like
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            Tornado survivor in Tennessee says twister felt like '10 trains going down the road at one time'

        
        
            A tornado in Tennessee damaged homes, injured people, toppled power lines and trees, and killed at least one person. Survivors described what the storm was like


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Tornado survivor in Tennessee says twister felt like '10 trains going down the road at one time'
A tornado in Tennessee damaged homes, injured people, toppled power lines and trees, and killed at least one person. Survivors described what the storm was like
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            Tornadoes tear through southeastern US as storms leave 3 dead

        
        
            Forecasters warned a wave of dangerous storms in the U.S. could march through parts of the South early Thursday, after storms a day earlier spawned damaging tornadoes and massive hail, leaving two dead in Tennessee and one dead in North Carolina.
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Forecasters warned a wave of dangerous storms in the U.S. could march through parts of the South early Thursday, after storms a day earlier spawned damaging tornadoes and massive hail, leaving two dead in Tennessee and one dead in North Carolina.
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    [image: Valerie Bernhardt looks through debris at her stormed damaged home Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. A wave of dangerous storms began crashing over parts of the South on Thursday, a day after severe weather with damaging tornadoes killed at least three people in the region. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: John Bernhardt picks up debris at his stormed damaged home Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. A wave of dangerous storms began crashing over parts of the South on Thursday, a day after severe weather with damaging tornadoes killed several people in the region. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Utility workers survey storm damage along Cothran Road, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Utility workers survey storm damage along Cothran Road, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: A storm damaged car is seen along Blackburn Road, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: A storm damaged house is seen along Blackburn Lane, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: A utility truck passes damaged trees along Cothran Road, after severe storms tore through the area, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: A storm damaged house is seen along Blackburn Lane, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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A storm damaged house is seen along Blackburn Lane, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Utility workers survey a damaged TVA tower Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Utility workers survey a damaged TVA tower Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Stephen Morgan removes belongings from his storm damaged home along Blackburn Lane, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Stephen Morgan removes belongings from his storm damaged home along Blackburn Lane, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Storm debris litters a portion of Cranford Hollow Road, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Storm debris litters a portion of Cranford Hollow Road, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Storm damaged houses are seen along Blackburn Lane, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Storm damaged houses are seen along Blackburn Lane, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Valerie Bernhardt looks through debris at her stormed damaged home Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. A wave of dangerous storms began crashing over parts of the South on Thursday, a day after severe weather with damaging tornadoes killed at least several people in the region. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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Valerie Bernhardt looks through debris at her stormed damaged home Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. A wave of dangerous storms began crashing over parts of the South on Thursday, a day after severe weather with damaging tornadoes killed at least several people in the region. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: Valerie Bernhardt searches for belongings outside her stormed damaged home Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing several people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 15
Valerie Bernhardt searches for belongings outside her stormed damaged home Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Columbia, Tenn. Severe storms tore through the central and southeast U.S., Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing several people in Tennessee. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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[image: A storm damaged mobile home is surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | A storm damaged mobile home is surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)
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A storm damaged mobile home is surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)
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[image: Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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                                        COLUMBIA, Tenn. (AP) -- Dangerous storms crashed over parts of the South on Thursday even as the region cleaned up from earlier severe weather that spawned apparent tornadoes, killed at least three people, and gravely injured a boy who was swept into a storm drain as he played in a flooded street.
A heavy line of storms swept into Atlanta near the end of the morning rush hour. Busy hub airports in Atlanta and Charlotte, North Carolina, reported delays. The National Weather Service's Storm Prediction Center cited an "enhanced risk" for severe weather from Texas to South Carolina.
The storms continue a streak of torrential rains and tornadoes this week from the Plains to the Midwest and, now, the Southeast. At least four people have died since Monday. The weather comes on the heels of a stormy April in which the U.S. had 300 confirmed tornadoes, the second-most on record for the month and the most since 2011.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: New storms pummel the South as a week of deadly weather marches on
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on another day of deadly tornadoes in parts of the U.S.

    


    


Nearly a quarter-million homes and businesses still lacked power Thursday in several Southern states after storms the night before, according to PowerOutage.us.
One in Tennessee damaged homes, injured people, toppled power lines and trees, and killed a 22-year-old man in a car in Claiborne County, north of Knoxville, officials said. A second person was killed south of Nashville in Columbia, where officials said a likely tornado blew homes off their foundations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bob Booth had just gotten home to Columbia from Georgia and was sitting down to watch television when he heard a "crazy racket."
"I get up and look out, and it was all hell breaking loose outside," Booth said. "Then the top half of one of my trees goes down across the road."
Retired pastor Walter Shell said he and his wife grabbed their two dogs and headed for the basement when his phone alerted him to a tornado.
"It missed where me and my wife were standing by about 4 inches. It went around," he said. "It pays to pray, I can tell you."

    


Torrential rains led to a flash flood emergency and water rescues northeast of Nashville, and the weather service issued a tornado emergency, its highest alert level, for nearby areas. 
A 10-year-old boy was seriously injured in Christiana, southeast of Nashville, when he got caught in a storm drain and swept under streets while playing with other children as adults cleared debris, his father, Rutherford County Schools Superintendent Jimmy Sullivan, posted on social media.
The boy, Asher, emerged in a drainage ditch and survived after being given CPR, "but the damage is substantial," Sullivan posted on Facebook, asking for prayers. A vigil was planned for Thursday afternoon at the school district office.
"Asher needs a miracle," Sullivan wrote.
Schools were closed Thursday in Rutherford and several other Tennessee counties. In Georgia, some districts north of Atlanta canceled in-person classes or delayed start times because of storm damage overnight that included fallen trees on houses and vehicles around Clarkesville. No injuries were reported there.
"We're just trying to clean up right now and wait for the next round," said Lynn Smith, director of the Habersham County Emergency Management Agency.

    
        
    

    


A strong tornado damaged at least 20 homes in northern Alabama's DeKalb County and caused injuries but no deaths, officials said.
In North Carolina, a state of emergency was declared Wednesday night for Gaston County, west of Charlotte, after a storm that toppled power lines and trees, including one that landed on a car. One person in the car was killed, and another was taken to a hospital, officials said. 
The storms followed heavy rain, strong winds, hail and tornadoes in parts of the central U.S. on Monday, including a twister that ripped through an Oklahoma town and killed one person. On Tuesday, the Midwest took the brunt of the bad weather. Tornadoes touched down in parts of Michigan, Ohio and Indiana, according to the weather service.
Michigan's Kalamazoo area was hard hit as a FedEx facility was ripped apart, with downed power lines trapping about 50 people.

    


Tornadoes were also confirmed near Pittsburgh, in central Arkansas and in northern West Virginia. The West Virginia twister was at least the 11th tornado this year in the state, which sees two tornadoes in an average year.
Both the Plains and Midwest have been hammered by tornadoes this spring.
___
Associated Press journalists around the country contributed to this report, including Travis Loller, Jeff Amy, Joey Cappelletti, Ed White, Sarah Brumfield, Adrian Sainz and John Raby.
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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TikTok to start labeling AI-generated content as technology becomes more universal

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The TikTok logo is displayed on a mobile phone in front of a computer screen, Oct. 14, 2022, in Boston. TikTok will begin labeling content created using artificial intelligence when it's uploaded from certain platforms. TikTok says its efforts are an attempt to combat misinformation from being spread on its social media platform. The announcement came on ABC's ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The TikTok logo is displayed on a mobile phone in front of a computer screen, Oct. 14, 2022, in Boston. TikTok will begin labeling content created using artificial intelligence when it's uploaded from certain platforms. TikTok says its efforts are an attempt to combat misinformation from being spread on its social media platform. The announcement came on ABC's "Good Morning America" on Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)
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                                        TikTok will begin labeling content created using artificial intelligence when it's been uploaded from outside its own platform in an attempt to combat misinformation. 
"AI enables incredible creative opportunities, but can confuse or mislead viewers if they don't know content was AI-generated," the company said in a prepared statement Thursday. "Labeling helps make that context clear--which is why we label AIGC made with TikTok AI effects, and have required creators to label realistic AIGC for over a year."
TikTok's shift in policy is part of an broader attempt in the technology industry to provide more safeguards for AI usage. In February Meta announced that it was working with industry partners on technical standards that will make it easier to identify images and eventually video and audio generated by artificial intelligence tools. Users on Facebook and Instagram users would see labels on AI-generated images. 

    


Google said last year that AI labels are coming to YouTube and its other platforms.
A push for digital watermarking and labeling of AI-generated content was also part of an executive order that U.S. President Joe Biden signed in October.




TikTok is teaming up with the Coalition for Content Provenance and Authenticity and will use their Content Credentials technology. 
The company said that the technology can attach metadata to content, which it can use to instantly recognize and label AI-generated content. TikTok said it began to deploy the technology Thursday on images and videos and will be coming to audio-only content soon.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In coming months, Content Credentials will be attached to submissions made on TikTok, which will remain on the content when downloaded. This will help identify AI-generated material that's made on TikTok and help people learn when, where and how the content was made or edited. Other platforms that adopt Content Credentials will be able to automatically label it.

    


"Using Content Credentials as a way to identify and convey synthetic media to audiences directly is a meaningful step towards AI transparency, even more so than typical watermarking techniques," Claire Leibowicz, head of the AI and Media Integrity Program at the Partnership on AI, said in a prepared statement. "At the same time we need to better understand how users react to these labels and hope that TikTok reports on the response so that we may better understand how the public navigates an increasingly AI-augmented world."
TikTok said it's the first video-sharing platform to put the credentials into practice and will join the Adobe-led Content Authenticity Initiative to help push the adoption of the credentials within the industry. 
"TikTok is the first social media platform to support Content Credentials, and with over 170 million users in the United States alone, their platform and their vast community of creators and users are an essential piece of that chain of trust needed to increase transparency online," Dana Rao, Adobe's executive vice president, general counsel and chief trust officer, said in a blog post.

    


TikTok's policy in the past has been to encourage users to label content that has been generated or significantly edited by AI. It also requires users to label all AI-generated content where it contains realistic images, audio, and video.
"Our users and our creators are so excited about AI and what it can do for their creativity and their ability to connect with audiences." Adam Presser, TikTok's Head of Operations & Trust and Safety told ABC News. "And at the same time, we want to make sure that people have that ability to understand what fact is and what is fiction."
The announcement initially came on ABC's "Good Morning America" on Thursday. 
TikTok's AI actions come just two days after TikTok said that it and its Chinese parent company, ByteDance, had filed a lawsuit challenging a new American law that would ban the video-sharing app in the U.S. unless it's sold to an approved buyer, saying it unfairly singles out the platform and is an unprecedented attack on free speech. 
The lawsuit is the latest turn in what's shaping up to be a protracted legal fight over TikTok's future in the United States -- and one that could end up before the Supreme Court. If TikTok loses, it says it would be forced to shut down next year.
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Biden says US won't supply weapons for Israel to attack Rafah, in warning to ally

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has confirmed the U.S. paused a shipment of bombs to Israel last week over concerns the country was approaching a decision to launch a full-scale assault on the southern Gaza city of Rafah against the wishes of the U.S.
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            Pentagon chief confirms US has paused bomb shipment to Israel to signal concerns over Rafah invasion

        
        
            Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has confirmed the U.S. paused a shipment of bombs to Israel last week over concerns the country was approaching a decision to launch a full-scale assault on the southern Gaza city of Rafah against the wishes of the U.S.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Pentagon chief confirms US has paused bomb shipment to Israel to signal concerns over Rafah invasion
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has confirmed the U.S. paused a shipment of bombs to Israel last week over concerns the country was approaching a decision to launch a full-scale assault on the southern Gaza city of Rafah against the wishes of the U.S.
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            Protesters interrupt Defense Secretary Austin during Senate committee hearing

        
        
            Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin was briefly interrupted by pro-Palestinian protesters Wednesday during his remarks to the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense where he confirmed the U.S. paused a shipment of bombs to Israel.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Protesters interrupt Defense Secretary Austin during Senate committee hearing
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin was briefly interrupted by pro-Palestinian protesters Wednesday during his remarks to the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense where he confirmed the U.S. paused a shipment of bombs to Israel.
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    [image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike east of Rafah, Gaza Strip, Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives at Chicago O'Hare International Airport to attend a political fundraiser, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin attends a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Protestors opposed to the Israel-Hamas war are escorted out as Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, speaks during a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., speaks during a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense with Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen. CQ Brown on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Protestors opposed to the war between Israel and Hamas stand before a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense with Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen. CQ Brown on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen. CQ Brown, right, listens as Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, speaks during a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum's Annual Days of Remembrance ceremony at the U.S. Capitol, Tuesday, May 7, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks during a briefing at the White House, Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden said that he would not supply offensive weapons that Israel could use to launch an all-out assault on Rafah -- the last major Hamas stronghold in Gaza -- over concern for the well-being of the more than 1 million civilians sheltering there.
Biden, in an interview with CNN on Wednesday, said that the U.S. was still committed to Israel's defense and would supply Iron Dome rocket interceptors and other defensive arms but that if Israel goes into Rafah, "we're not going to supply the weapons and artillery shells used."
Biden acknowledged that "civilians have been killed in Gaza" by the type of heavy bombs that the U.S. has been supplying -- his first validation of what administration critics have been loudly protesting, even if he still stopped short of taking responsibility. His threat to hold up artillery shells expanded on earlier revelations that the U.S. was going to pause a shipment of heavy bombs.

    


The U.S. has historically provided enormous amounts of military aid to Israel. That has only accelerated in the aftermath of Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, which killed some 1,200 people in Israel and led to about 250 being taken captive by militants. Biden's comments and his decision last week to pause the shipment of heavy bombs to Israel are the most striking manifestations of the growing daylight between his administration and Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government. Biden said Wednesday that Israel's actions around Rafah had "not yet" crossed his red lines, but has repeated that Israel needs to do far more to protect the lives of civilians in Gaza.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The shipment was supposed to consist of 1,800 2,000-pound (900-kilogram) bombs and 1,700 500-pound (225-kilogram) bombs, according to a senior U.S. administration official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive matter. The focus of U.S. concern was the larger explosives and how they could be used in a dense urban area.

    


"Civilians have been killed in Gaza as a consequence of those bombs and other ways in which they go after population centers," Biden told CNN. "I made it clear that if they go into Rafah -- they haven't gone in Rafah yet -- if they go into Rafah, I'm not supplying the weapons that have been used historically to deal with Rafah, to deal with the cities, that deal with that problem."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Biden says US won't supply weapons for Israel to attack Rafah, in warning to ally
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports President Joe Biden has made his toughest statements yet on Israel's plans for military operations in Rafah.

    

"We're not walking away from Israel's security," the Democratic president continued. "We're walking away from Israel's ability to wage war in those areas."
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin earlier Wednesday confirmed the weapons delay, telling the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense that the U.S. paused "one shipment of high payload munitions."
"We're going to continue to do what's necessary to ensure that Israel has the means to defend itself," Austin said. "But that said, we are currently reviewing some near-term security assistance shipments in the context of unfolding events in Rafah."
It also comes as the Biden administration is due to deliver a first-of-its-kind formal verdict this week on whether the airstrikes on Gaza and restrictions on delivery of aid have violated international and U.S. laws designed to spare civilians from the worst horrors of war. A decision against Israel would further add to pressure on Biden to curb the flow of weapons and money to Israel's military.

    


Biden signed off on the pause in an order conveyed last week to the Pentagon, according to U.S. officials who were not authorized to comment on the matter. The White House National Security Council sought to keep the decision out of the public eye for several days until it had a better understanding of the scope of Israel's intensified military operations in Rafah and until Biden could deliver a long-planned speech on Tuesday to mark Holocaust Remembrance Day.
Biden's administration in April began reviewing future transfers of military assistance as Netanyahu's government appeared to move closer toward an invasion of Rafah, despite months of opposition from the White House. The official said the decision to pause the shipment was made last week and no final decision had been made yet on whether to proceed with the shipment at a later date.

    


U.S. officials had declined for days to comment on the halted transfer, word of which came as Biden on Tuesday described U.S. support for Israel as "ironclad, even when we disagree."
Israel's ambassador to the United Nations, Gilad Erdan, in an interview with Israeli Channel 12 TV news, said the decision to pause the shipment was "a very disappointing decision, even frustrating." He suggested the move stemmed from political pressure on Biden from Congress, the U.S. campus protests and the upcoming election.
The decision also drew a sharp rebuke from House Speaker Mike Johnson and Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell, who said they only learned about the military aid holdup from press reports, despite assurances from the Biden administration that no such pauses were in the works. The Republicans called on Biden in a letter to swiftly end the blockage, saying it "risks emboldening Israel's enemies," and to brief lawmakers on the nature of the policy reviews.

    


Biden has faced pressure from some on the left -- and condemnation from the critics on the right who say Biden has moderated his support for an essential Mideast ally.
Former President Donald Trump, entering a New York courthouse for his criminal trial over hush money payments, criticized Biden as well, saying Thursday that "What Biden is doing with respect to Israel is disgraceful." The presumptive GOP presidential nominee added, "If any Jewish person voted for Joe Biden, they should be ashamed of themselves. He's totally abandoned Israel."
Independent Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont, a Biden ally, said in a statement the pause on big bombs must be a "first step."
"Our leverage is clear," Sanders said. "Over the years, the United States has provided tens of billions of dollars in military aid to Israel. We can no longer be complicit in Netanyahu's horrific war against the Palestinian people."
Austin, meanwhile, told lawmakers that "it's about having the right kinds of weapons for the task at hand." 
"A small diameter bomb, which is a precision weapon, that's very useful in a dense, built-up environment," he said, "but maybe not so much a 2,000-pound bomb that could create a lot of collateral damage." He said the U.S. wants to see Israel do "more precise" operations.
Israeli troops on Tuesday seized control of Gaza's vital Rafah border crossing in what the White House described as a limited operation that stopped short of the full-on Israeli invasion of the city that Biden has repeatedly warned against, most recently in a Monday call with Netanyahu.
Israel has ordered the evacuation of 100,000 Palestinians from the city. Israeli forces have also carried out what it describes as "targeted strikes" on the eastern part of Rafah and captured the Rafah crossing, a critical conduit for the flow of humanitarian aid along the Gaza-Egypt border.
Privately, concern has mounted inside the White House about what's unfolding in Rafah, but publicly administration officials have stressed that they did not think the operations had defied Biden's warnings against a widescale operation in the city.
The State Department is separately considering whether to approve the continued transfer of Joint Direct Attack Munition kits, which place precision guidance systems onto bombs, to Israel, but the review didn't pertain to imminent shipments.
Itamar Yaar, former deputy head of Israel's National Security Council and CEO of Commanders for Israel's Security, a group of former senior Israeli security officials, said the U.S. move is largely symbolic, but a sign of trouble and could become more of a problem if it is sustained.
"It's not some kind of American embargo on American munitions support, but I think its some kind of diplomatic message to Mr. Netanyahu that he needs to take into consideration American interests more than he has over the last few months," he said, adding it's "a kind of a signal, a 'be careful.'" 
The U.S. dropped the 2,000-pound bomb sparingly in its long war against the Islamic State militant group. Israel, by contrast, has used the bomb frequently in the seven-month Gaza war. Experts say the use of the weapon, in part, has helped drive the enormous Palestinian casualty count that the Hamas-run health ministry puts at more than 34,000 dead, though it doesn't distinguish between militants and civilians.
The U.S.-Israel relationship has been close through both Democratic and Republican administrations. But there have been other moments of deep tension since Israel's founding in which U.S. leaders have threatened to hold up aid in an attempt to sway Israeli leadership.
President Dwight Eisenhower pressured Israel with the threat of sanctions into withdrawing from the Sinai in 1957 amid the Suez Crisis. Ronald Reagan delayed the delivery of F16 fighter jets to Israel at a time of escalating violence in the Middle East. President George H.W. Bush held up $10 billion in loan guarantees to force the cessation of Israeli settlement activity in the occupied territories.
__
Associated Press writers Josef Federman in Jerusalem and Lolita C. Baldor and Matthew Lee contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-weapons-shipment-us-eed365ebef0477ba74bf9848cacae4f4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Holy Year or holy mess, Vatican and Rome begin dash to 2025 Jubilee with papal bull, construction

    Holy Year or holy mess, Vatican and Rome begin dash to 2025 Jubilee with papal bull, construction

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Pope Francis presides over the second vespers in St. Peter's Basilica on Ascension Day, Thursday, May 9, 2024, after reading the papal bull 'Spes non confundit' (Latin for, hope does not disappoint), the official decree establishing the Catholic Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: General view of the construction site of a major underground hub in central Piazza Venezia in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday in the runup to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year. For the next four years at least, central Piazza Venezia and its Imperial Forum-flanked boulevard to the Colosseum are scheduled to be congested and blighted by giant, 14-meter (yard) high green silos that are needed for the subway drilling operation under way. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Pilgrims crowd St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, Saturday, May 30, 1998, on Pentecost Day. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday, May 9, 2024, in the run-up to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome and has already brought months of headaches to Romans. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Live signals from the Vatican, St. Peter's Basilica, and the surrounding streets are seen in the control room at the municipal police headquarters in Rome, Wednesday, April 6, 2005. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday, May 9, 2024, in the run-up to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome and has already brought months of headaches to Romans. (AP Photo/Corrado Giambalvo)]
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[image: Tourists approaching the Vatican's St. Peter's Basilica Saturday, July 11, 1998, walk through street works. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday, May 9, 2024, in the run-up to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome and has already brought months of headaches to Romans. (AP Photo/Massimo Sambucetti)]
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[image: People gather at the Fori Imperiali avenue, with the Colosseum in the background, during an event celebrating the ban on private vehicles, in Rome, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2013. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday, May 9, 2024, in the run-up to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome and has already brought months of headaches to Romans. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca)]
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[image: A deacon brings the papal robe for Pope Francis who will preside over the second vespers in St. Peter's Basilica on Ascension Day, Thursday, May 9, 2024, after reading the papal bull 'Spes non confundit' (Latin for, hope does not disappoint), the official decree establishing the Catholic Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: General view of the construction site of a major underground hub in central Piazza Venezia in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday in the runup to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year. For the next four years at least, central Piazza Venezia and its Imperial Forum-flanked boulevard to the Colosseum are scheduled to be congested and blighted by giant, 14-meter (yard) high green silos that are needed for the subway drilling operation under way. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Pilgrims crowd St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, Saturday, May 30, 1998, on Pentecost Day. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday, May 9, 2024, in the run-up to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome and has already brought months of headaches to Romans. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Live signals from the Vatican, St. Peter's Basilica, and the surrounding streets are seen in the control room at the municipal police headquarters in Rome, Wednesday, April 6, 2005. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday, May 9, 2024, in the run-up to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome and has already brought months of headaches to Romans. (AP Photo/Corrado Giambalvo)]
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[image: Tourists approaching the Vatican's St. Peter's Basilica Saturday, July 11, 1998, walk through street works. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday, May 9, 2024, in the run-up to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome and has already brought months of headaches to Romans. (AP Photo/Massimo Sambucetti)]
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[image: People gather at the Fori Imperiali avenue, with the Colosseum in the background, during an event celebrating the ban on private vehicles, in Rome, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2013. The Vatican crosses a key milestone Thursday, May 9, 2024, in the run-up to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year: a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome and has already brought months of headaches to Romans. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- The Vatican crossed a key milestone Thursday in the runup to its 2025 Jubilee with the promulgation of the official decree establishing the Holy Year. It's a once-every-quarter-century event that is expected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to Rome and has already brought months of headaches to Romans.
Pope Francis presided over a ceremony in the atrium of St. Peter's Basilica for the reading of the papal bull, or official edict, that laid out his vision for a year of hope: He asked for gestures of solidarity for the poor, prisoners, migrants and Mother Nature. 
"Hope is needed by God's creation, gravely damaged and disfigured by human selfishness," Francis said in a vigil service afterward. "Hope is needed by those peoples and nations who look to the future with anxiety and fear."




The pomp-filled event, attended by cardinals, bishops and ordinary faithful, kicked off the final seven-month dash of preparations and public works projects to be completed by Dec. 24, when Francis opens the basilica's Holy Door and formally inaugurates the Jubilee.

    


In a novelty, Francis announced in the papal bull that he would also open a Holy Door in a prison "as a sign inviting prisoners to look to the future with hope and a renewed sense of confidence."
For the Vatican, the Holy Year is a centuries-old tradition of the faithful making pilgrimages to Rome to visit the tombs of Saints Peter and Paul, and receiving indulgences for the forgiveness of their sins in the process. For the city of Rome, it's a chance to take advantage of some 4 billion euros ($4.3 billion) in public funds to carry out long-delayed projects to lift the city out of years of decay and neglect.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In a beautiful city, you live better," said the Vatican's Jubilee point-person, Archbishop Renato Fisichella, who himself is not indifferent to the added bonus of Jubilee funding. "Rome will become an even more beautiful city, because it will be ever more at the service of its people, pilgrims and tourists who will come."

    


Pope Boniface VIII declared the first Holy Year in 1300, and now they are held every 25 years. While Francis called an interim one devoted to mercy in 2015, the 2025 edition is the first big one since St. John Paul II's 2000 Jubilee, when he ushered the Catholic Church into the third millennium.
As occurred in the runup to 2000, pre-Jubilee public works projects have overwhelmed Rome, with flood-lit construction sites operating around the clock, entire swaths of central boulevards rerouted and traffic snarling the city's already clogged streets. 
The Tiber riverfront for much of the city center is now off limits as work crews create new parks. Piazzas are being repaved, bike paths charted and 5G cells built. The aim is to bring the Eternal City up to par with other European capitals and take advantage of the 1.3 billion euros ($1.4 billion) in special Jubilee funding and some 3 billion euros ($3.2 billion) more in other public and post-pandemic EU funds that are available.
"It's really putting our patience to the test," said Tiziana Cafini, who operates a tobacco shop near the Pantheon and says she has taken to walking to work rather than riding a bus into the city center because it gets stuck in traffic. "And it's not just in the center. There are an infinite number of construction sites all around Rome."

    


Though she knows the discomfort will be worth it in the end, the end is still pretty far off. In addition to the Jubilee construction, there's a longer-term, separate project to extend Rome's Metro C subway line into Rome's historic center which has encountered years of delays thanks to archaeological excavations of ancient Roman ruins that must be completed first.
For the next four years at least, central Piazza Venezia and its Imperial Forum-flanked boulevard to the Colosseum are scheduled to be congested and blighted by giant, 14-meter (yard) high green silos that are needed for the subway drilling operation.
"We're upset, but we're Romans, we'll make do," Cafini said.

    


Rome Mayor Roberto Gualtieri said recently he was satisfied with the pace of the Jubilee works so far, noting that they got off to a months-delayed start due to the 2022 collapse of Premier Mario Dragi's government.
But Gualtieri promised they would be completed on time. And in a nod to Romans and tourists who have suffered from the traffic chaos and acute shortage of taxis already, he promised that an extra 1,000 taxi licenses had been approved and would be in use by December.
Yet as of late last month, only two of the 231 city projects had been completed; 57 were under way and another 44 were expected to be started by the end of May, Gualtieri told reporters. Another 18 are up for bids, seven have been assigned, 90 are planned. Thirteen have been canceled.
"We have recovered a lot from the initial delay," Gualtieri told the foreign press association, adding that he expected the "essential" projects to be completed on time. Other projects were always planned to take longer than the Jubilee but were lumped into the overall project to take advantage of the accelerated timeframe.

    


The most significant project, and one that has caused the greatest traffic disruption to date, is a new Vatican-area piazza and pedestrian zone connecting Castel St. Angelo with the Via della Conciliazione boulevard that leads to St. Peter's Square.
Previously, a major thoroughfare divided the two landmarks, causing an unsightly and pedestrian-unfriendly barrier.
The new works call for a tunnel to divert the oncoming traffic underneath the new pedestrian piazza. But that project required re-routing and replacing a huge underground sewage system first, which has only recently been completed. Now crews are working through the night to try to complete the tunnel in time.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/vatican-jubilee-rome-pope-francis-20189e83df9dd8eb5312d5e96e076af2
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The Latest | Aid ship sails for floating pier off Gaza, as more Palestinians flee Rafah

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dozens of Palestinians fled central Rafah Wednesday following Israel's ground invasions and evacuation order of the city's eastern suburbs. Residents were seen packing up their belongings in bags that were loaded on cars and carts heading in different directions seeking safety. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh)
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    [image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: A view of the open arms ship and the container ship Sagamore, right, docked at Larnaca port, Cyprus, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, where food heading to Gaza is being loaded for eventual delivery. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | A view of the open arms ship and the container ship Sagamore, right, docked at Larnaca port, Cyprus, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, where food heading to Gaza is being loaded for eventual delivery. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 11
A view of the open arms ship and the container ship Sagamore, right, docked at Larnaca port, Cyprus, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, where food heading to Gaza is being loaded for eventual delivery. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 11
Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 11
Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Holding Israeli flags people stand in front of trucks carrying humanitarian aid as they try to stop them to enter in the Gaza Strip in an area near the Kerem Shalom border crossing between Israel and Gaza, in southern Israel, in Kerem Shalom, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | Holding Israeli flags people stand in front of trucks carrying humanitarian aid as they try to stop them to enter in the Gaza Strip in an area near the Kerem Shalom border crossing between Israel and Gaza, in southern Israel, in Kerem Shalom, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 11
Holding Israeli flags people stand in front of trucks carrying humanitarian aid as they try to stop them to enter in the Gaza Strip in an area near the Kerem Shalom border crossing between Israel and Gaza, in southern Israel, in Kerem Shalom, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli soldiers work on armored military vehicles at a staging ground near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers work on armored military vehicles at a staging ground near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: In this image provided by the U.S. Army, soldiers assigned to the 7th Transportation Brigade (Expeditionary) and sailors attached to the MV Roy P. Benavidez assemble the Roll-On, Roll-Off Distribution Facility (RRDF), or floating pier, off the shore of Gaza in the Mediterranean Sea on April 26, 2024. The pier is part of the Army's Joint Logistics Over The Shore (JLOTS) system which provides critical bridging and water access capabilities. (U.S. Army via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by the Israel Defense Forces shows a tank with an Israel flag on it entering the Gazan side of the Rafah border crossing on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (Israel Defense Forces via AP)]
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[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky, center, whose boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, stands with Matan's family at a march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Families and their supporters carry large photos depicting women held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip in a march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. At center is Shiri Bibas with her child, Kfir; at left is Noa Argamani. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        The first ship carrying humanitarian aid for Gaza was on its way Thursday to a floating platform built by the U.S. military. The plan is for cargo to be transferred at the pier to smaller U.S. boats that will deliver it to shore.
The Rafah border crossing with Egypt, a main entry point for aid, has been shut down since Israel's military took control of the Palestinian side early Tuesday. 
Civilians in Rafah have been thrown into panic and chaos by the possibility of a full-scale Israeli invasion of the overcrowded city. Tens of thousands of displaced and exhausted Palestinians have packed up their tents and other belongings and fled Rafah for other parts of Gaza.
"Where are we supposed to go? Where is the world, that's just watching us?" said Ahmad Abed, who has an 8-month-old daughter. "It's like we're sheep."
The war in Gaza has driven around 80% of the territory's population of 2.3 million from their homes and caused vast destruction to apartments, hospitals, mosques and schools across several cities. The death toll in Gaza has soared to more than 34,500 people, according to local health officials.

    


The U.N. says northern Gaza is already in a state of "full-blown famine."




The war began Oct. 7 when Hamas attacked southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting about 250 others. Israel says militants still hold around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Currently:
-- What are the latest obstacles to bringing aid into Gaza, where hunger is worsening?
-- Biden says U.S. won't supply weapons for Israel to attack Rafah, in warning to ally.
-- Israel says it reopened a key Gaza crossing after a rocket attack. The U.N. says no aid has entered.
-- Has Israel followed the law in its war in Gaza? The U.S. is due to render a first-of-its-kind verdict. 
Follow AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

    


Here's the latest:
ISRAELI ACTIVISTS OPPOSED TO HUMANITARIAN AID FOR GAZA BLOCK MAJOR HIGHWAY 
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israeli activists opposed to sending humanitarian aid to Gaza have blocked a major highway in southern Israel, snarling traffic and leading to at least a dozen arrests, according to a protest group leading the efforts.
Over the past week, activists with the Tzav 9 organization have blocked trucks that arrived from Jordan bound for Gaza.
"These trucks are taking food to Hamas, and Hamas are murderers, rapists and terrible, terrible people," said Ruben Frankenburg, as he placed himself in front of a truck bound for Gaza near the Kerem Shalom crossing in southern Israel. He added that Israel was being "forced by the Americans to give them this food."
Another protester claimed the humanitarian aid was allowing Hamas to continue to fight. "There's no other place in the world that one side gives the supplies to the other side, it's crazy, it's nuts," said protester Yonatan Godalis, as he stood blocking an 18-wheeler and holding an Israeli flag.
The protests have caused traffic jams across the country, including shutting down parts of the country's main highways. On Thursday, activists also blocked the road near the town of Mitzpe Ramon, halting traffic up Israel's iconic desert highway and a main artery toward the south and the Gaza Strip. The protests have caused delays and headaches for drivers but no aid has been halted from reaching the crossings, according to COGAT, the Israeli military branch responsible for handling the humanitarian aid.

    


ISRAEL RAIDS NAZARETH OFFICES OF AL JAZEERA
TEL AVIV -- Israel raided the Nazareth offices of the Qatar-based Al Jazeera satellite news network, days after the government shuttered the network's offices in Israel.
On Thursday, the Ministry of Communications said forces confiscated equipment from the office in northern Israel that had been used to transmit live broadcasts of Al Jazeera on Wednesday.
"Israel won't let Hamas broadcast from here," Communications Minister Shlomo Karhi wrote on X.
Al Jazeera's headquarters in Doha, Qatar, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 
Israel ordered the local offices of Al Jazeera to close Sunday, escalating a long-running feud between the broadcaster and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's hard-line government as Doha-mediated cease-fire negotiations with Hamas hang in the balance.

    


Since the order, the broadcaster has moved many of its English-language service correspondents operating in Israel to Amman, Jordan. Others still operate from the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.
The extraordinary order, which includes confiscating broadcast equipment, preventing the broadcast of the channel's reports and blocking its websites, is believed to be the first time Israel has ever shuttered a foreign news outlet operating in the country.
FIRST SHIPMENT OF AID TO THE U.S.-BUILT FLOATING PIER IN GAZA LEAVES CYPRUS
NICOSIA, Cyprus -- A shipment of humanitarian aid has left a port in Cyprus and is on its way to a U.S-built pier in Gaza, the first delivery to the newly built ramp, Cyprus' foreign minister said Thursday.

    


The U.S. vessel, loaded with much-needed humanitarian assistance, departed from the Larnaca port with the aim of transferring as much aid to Gaza as possible through the maritime corridor, said Foreign Minister Constantinos Kombos.
The trip comes about two months after U.S. President Joe Biden gave the order to build the large floating platform several miles (kilometers) off the Gaza coast that will be the launching pad for deliveries.
ISRAELI DRONE STRIKE ON CAR IN LEBANON KILLS 4, GROUP SAYS
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's Civil Defense paramedic group says an Israeli drone strike on a car in a Lebanese village near the border with Israel killed four people.
Hezbollah announced hours later that three of its fighters were killed Thursday adding that in retaliation for their death in the strike in the village of Bafliyeh it attacked Israeli military posts in Kfar Giladi, northern Israel, with explosive drones.
Hezbollah claimed in a statement that it struck an operations room and inflicted casualties among the troops.
Hezbollah started attacking Israeli army posts along the Lebanon-Israel border a day after the Israel-Hamas war broke out on Oct. 7.
Since then, more than 350 people have been killed in Lebanon, including 275 Hezbollah members and more than 70 civilians and non-combatants. In Israel, 15 soldiers and 10 civilians have been killed.
Foreign officials have been visiting Lebanon over the past month in attempts to bring calm to the border, but Hezbollah has repeatedly said it will not stop fighting until there is a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip. 
ISRAEL'S NATIONAL SECURITY MINISTER IMPLIES THAT HAMAS LOVES BIDEN
TEL AVIV -- Far-right Israeli National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir implied in a post on the social platform X that Hamas loves Biden, using a heart emoji a day after U.S. President Joe Biden said he would not supply offensive weapons that Israel could use to launch an all-out assault on Rafah.
Biden, in an interview with CNN on Wednesday, said the U.S. was still committed to Israel's defense and would supply Iron Dome rocket interceptors and other defensive arms, but that if Israel goes into Rafah, "we're not going to supply the weapons and artillery shells used." There is widespread concern over the well-being of the more than 1 million civilians sheltering in Rafah. 
Ben Gvir, who used a heart emoji in his tweet regarding Biden and Hamas, has pushed for a punishing military response and has threatened to leave the government if Israel does not carry out a wide-ranging military operation in Rafah. "Hamas' exercises and games have only one answer: an immediate order to occupy Rafah!" he wrote on X on Monday.
ISRAELI AIRSTRIKE KILLS 8 PEOPLE, INCLUDING 4 CHILDREN
CAIRO -- An Israeli airstrike on a residential building killed eight people including four children late Wednesday, according to hospital records. The strike hit a residential building in Tel al-Sultan in western Rafah.
Israel's military took control of the Palestinian side of the Rafah crossing early Tuesday after issuing evacuation orders for eastern parts of the city, home to some 100,000. It then sent tanks to seize the nearby Rafah crossing with Egypt, shutting it down.
Associated Press journalists heard sporadic explosions and gunfire in the area of the Rafah crossing overnight Tuesday, including two large blasts early Wednesday.
On Wednesday afternoon, hospital records showed at least 25 people were wounded when Israeli artillery fire struck part of central Rafah, an area that Israel did not tell Palestinians to evacuate ahead of its operation. The military had no immediate comment.
ISRAELI SOLDIER KILLED BY MORTAR LAUNCHED FROM LEBANON AS TENSIONS RISE
TEL AVIV -- An Israeli soldier was killed by a mortar launched from Lebanon, as tensions between Israel and Lebanon continue to rise during the war in Gaza. The soldier was killed on Wednesday and the army announced the death on Thursday. It was the third fatality in a week in Israel on the northern border from launches from Lebanon.
The Israeli army said fighter jets struck Hezbollah military structures in southern Lebanon on Wednesday in response. Defense Minister Yoav Gallant also toured Israel's northern border on Wednesday and warned that a war with Hezbollah would have "a heavy cost for Israel and a catastrophic one for Hezbollah and Lebanon." 
He added that while Israel was open to a diplomatic solution on the northern border, the army was also preparing for a possible military operation to allow citizens to return to their homes. Tens of thousands of civilians have been evacuated from Israel and southern Lebanon since the war began.
A total of 15 soldiers and 10 civilians have been killed in Israel by Lebanese launches. In Lebanon, more than 370 people have been killed by Israeli strikes, including more than 70 civilians and non-combatants.
ISRAELI STRIKE HITS BUILDING IN DAMASCUS SUBURB, SYRIAN MEDIA SAY
DAMASCUS, Syria -- Syrian state media say an Israeli strike on a building in a suburb of the capital Damascus caused damage but no casualties.
Iraq's al-Nujaba Movement, which is backed by Iran, said one of its cultural centers in the Damascus area was struck and vowed a "forceful and effective" retaliation. Al-Nujaba is one of many Iran-backed groups that sent fighters to Syria over the past years to help President Bashar Assad's forces during the country's 13-year conflict.
State news agency SANA cited a military official as saying that Syrian air defenses shot down some of the Israeli missiles before they reached their targets early Thursday.
The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, an opposition war monitor, said the strike targeted Iran-backed fighters in the southern Damascus suburb of Sayida Zeinab. It did not report any casualties.
There was no comment from Israel's military on the strike. Israel rarely acknowledges such strikes, although it has carried out hundreds over the past years, mainly targeting Iran-backed fighters such as Lebanon's Hezbollah group.
The strike was the second on Syria since an April 1 attack blamed on Israel blew up the Iranian Consulate in Damascus, killing seven people, including two Iranian generals.
Iran responded days later by launching hundreds of missiles and drones at Israel. Most were shot down, Israel said.
YEMEN'S HOUTHI REBELS CLAIM 2 ATTACKS IN GULF OF ADEN
Yemen's Houthi rebels on Thursday claimed two missile attacks in the Gulf of Aden on two Panama-flagged container ships that caused no damage, while also saying they targeted a ship in the Indian Ocean in a previously unreported assault.
The claims by Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree come as the tempo of the rebel attacks have waned in recent weeks as they've been targeted by repeated airstrikes launched by a U.S.-led coalition warship in waterways crucial to international trade. The Houthis insist their assaults will continue as long as Israel's war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip goes on.
Saree in a prerecorded statement claimed attacks on the MSC Diego and MSC Gina. The Joint Maritime Information Center, a U.S.-led coalition of nations operating in the Mideast, said those two missile attacks happened early Tuesday. 
BIDEN SAYS U.S. WON'T SUPPLY WEAPONS FOR ISRAEL TO ATTACK RAFAH
President Joe Biden said Wednesday that he would not supply offensive weapons that Israel could use to launch an all-out assault on Rafah -- the last major Hamas stronghold in Gaza -- over concern for the well-being of the more than 1 million civilians sheltering there.
Biden, in an interview with CNN, said the U.S. was still committed to Israel's defense and would supply Iron Dome rocket interceptors and other defensive arms, but that if Israel goes into Rafah, "we're not going to supply the weapons and artillery shells used, that have been used."
The interview marked Biden's toughest public comments yet about the potential Israeli military operation and followed his decision to pause a shipment of heavy bombs to Israel last week over concerns that the U.S. ally was moving closer to an attack on Rafah despite public and private warnings from his administration.
U.N. IS NEGOTIATING WITH ISRAEL AND EGYPT TO RESUME FUEL SHIPMENTS INTO GAZA
UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations is engaged in intensive discussions with Israeli and Egyptian authorities to restart fuel shipments to Gaza as soon as possible in order keep providing humanitarian operations.
U.N. humanitarian staff in Gaza are rationing fuel to stretch what's available for as long as possible, "but it is clear that it is a matter of hours, if not days, where we will have no more fuel," U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters Wednesday 
Between May 1 and May 5, a daily average of 48 trucks carrying more than 160,000 liters of fuel entered Gaza through the now-closed Rafah crossing with Egypt, Dujarric said.
The U.N. spokesman confirmed that nothing has entered Gaza from the Kerem Shalom crossing, which Israel said it reopened Wednesday, because fighting is still ongoing. With rockets falling and other military activities, there is an issue of safety of humanitarian personnel, he said.
A THIRD MASS GRAVE IS FOUND AT SHIFA HOSPITAL, GAZA'S HEALTH MINISTRY SAYS
JERUSALEM -- Dozens of bodies were buried in a mass grave on the grounds of Shifa hospital in northern Gaza, where Israeli forces staged two major operations during the war, the Health Ministry in Gaza said Wednesday.
It is unclear who was buried in the grave or how they died. The Health Ministry says it was the third mass grave found at Shifa since the war began. A two-week Israeli raid in March left Gaza's largest medical complex in ruins.
Mass graves have also been uncovered at other hospitals Israel raided. In some cases hospital officials said they had been dug purposely to bury the dead until it was safe to move the bodies to a final resting place.
Israel says it has nothing to do with the mass graves, claiming the people buried there either died in battle or were patients who died in the hospital. The United Nations has called for "a clear, transparent and credible investigation" of the mass graves.
CIA DIRECTOR IN ISRAEL AS MEDIATORS PUSH FOR A CEASE-FIRE
WASHINGTON -- A U.S. official says that CIA Director William Burns is in Israel as international mediators push for a cease-fire.
The official said Burns arrived on Wednesday and was meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The official spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss closed-door negotiations.
The official gave no details on the discussions. But Burns has been in the region meeting with Egyptian and Qatari officials in recent days. He had been scheduled to travel to Israel from Qatar earlier this week, but that meeting was postponed without explanation.
All three countries have been involved in months of talks aimed at halting the seven-month war between Israel and Hamas.
Hamas announced on Sunday that it had accepted an Egyptian-Qatari cease-fire plan. But Israel says the proposal does not meet its "core" demands.
-- By ELLEN KNICKMEYER
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Torchbearers in Marseille kick off the Olympic flame's journey across France

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou became the first Olympic torch carrier in France after the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset. (AP Video shot by Oleg Cetinic, Production by Jeffrey Schaeffer)
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    [image: French torchbearer Basile Boli participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: French torchbearers Colette Cataldo, left, and Basile Boli perform a torch kiss during the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: Spectators attend the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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[image: Torchbearers participate in the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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[image: People wait along the way of the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 27 | People wait along the way of the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 27
People wait along the way of the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: French torchbearers Colette Cataldo, left, and Basile Boli perform a torch kiss during the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 27 | French torchbearers Colette Cataldo, left, and Basile Boli perform a torch kiss during the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 27
French torchbearers Colette Cataldo, left, and Basile Boli perform a torch kiss during the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: French torchbearer Basile Boli participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 27 | French torchbearer Basile Boli participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 27
French torchbearer Basile Boli participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: French torchbearer Basile Boli participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 27 | French torchbearer Basile Boli participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 27
French torchbearer Basile Boli participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariia Vysochanska of Ukraine, accompanied by 27 EU athletes and paraathletes, participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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[image: Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine, accompanied by 27 EU athletes and paraathletes, participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are carrying the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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[image: Torchbearers await the arrival of the Olympic flame in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]
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[image: French Sports Minister Amelie Oudea-Castera, right, kisses Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine on the cheek during the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]
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[image: The Olympic torch is raised during the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 27 | The Olympic torch is raised during the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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The Olympic torch is raised during the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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[image: Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 27 | Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 27
Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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[image: Spectators attend the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 27 | Spectators attend the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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Spectators attend the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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[image: Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 27 | Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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[image: Ana Maria Branza of Romania participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 27 | Ana Maria Branza of Romania participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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Ana Maria Branza of Romania participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 27 | Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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Maria Vysotchanska of Ukraine participates in the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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[image: Karolina Pelendritou of Cyprus raises the flame during the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 27 | Karolina Pelendritou of Cyprus raises the flame during the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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Karolina Pelendritou of Cyprus raises the flame during the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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[image: A torchbearer, bottom centre left, participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 27 | A torchbearer, bottom centre left, participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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A torchbearer, bottom centre left, participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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[image: French torchbearer Tony Parker waves as he participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 27 | French torchbearer Tony Parker waves as he participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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French torchbearer Tony Parker waves as he participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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[image: French torchbearer Tony Parker participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 27 | French torchbearer Tony Parker participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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French torchbearer Tony Parker participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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[image: French torchbearers Tony Parker, right, and Gaetan Muller, left, participate in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 27 | French torchbearers Tony Parker, right, and Gaetan Muller, left, participate in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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French torchbearers Tony Parker, right, and Gaetan Muller, left, participate in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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[image: French torchbearer Tony Parker, rear center, poses for a selfie as he participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 27 | French torchbearer Tony Parker, rear center, poses for a selfie as he participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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French torchbearer Tony Parker, rear center, poses for a selfie as he participates in the first stage of the Olympic torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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[image: Former San Antonio Spurs guard Tony Parker participates in the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            27 of 27 | Former San Antonio Spurs guard Tony Parker participates in the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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Former San Antonio Spurs guard Tony Parker participates in the torch relay in Marseille, southern France, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Torchbearers are to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of France' s southern port city of Marseille, one day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for the welcoming ceremony. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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                                        MARSEILLE, France (AP) -- Joyful crowds gathered along the streets of France's southern port of Marseille on Thursday to see torchbearers carrying the Olympic flame through the city's most emblematic sites, a day after it arrived on a majestic three-mast ship for a welcoming ceremony.
It was the first leg of an 11-week journey across the country for the torch, which will be carried by about 10,000 bearers as it passes through more than 450 towns until the Games' opening ceremony in Paris on July 26.
Former soccer player Basile Boli, who played with the Marseille team in the 1990s, kicked off Thursday's relay from the Notre Dame de la Garde basilica that overlooks Marseille and the Mediterranean. 
"I'm very proud," Boli said. "You feel like you're on top of the world, because with an Olympic flame there's a special fervor. ... It's the symbol of sport!"





    


Basketball player Tony Parker later took his turn in the relay, praising "a great honor." On a nearby crowded beach, swimmers and sunbathers cheered the torch bearers as the flame passed. 
"The enthusiasm of Marseille for the flame is phenomenal," Maurice Genevois, a local resident, said. "Honestly, I have rarely seen such a celebration."
Magali Evrard, who came from the town of Martigues, in Marseille's region, said "it's been so long since we started talking about this and now we're in it! 
"We are on the road to Paris. We can't wait, it's great," she added. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A fencing champion, a skateboarder, a Michelin-starred chef and a comedian were also chosen to carry the flame on Thursday. 
"Let's go for a fantastic celebration," said Tony Estanguet, president of the Paris Olympics organizing committee. "The Games are back in our country. ... Let's share this fantastic moment of celebration with millions of people in the country."
Participants were scheduled to run all day past landmarks in the city to bring the torch to the roof of the famed Stade Velodrome, home to Marseille's passionate soccer fans. Ivory Coast's Didier Drogba, a former star player for the Marseille club, will be the last torchbearer of the day, and is expected to light the Olympic cauldron.

    


Sports Minister Amelie Oudea-Castera said "it's fantastic to give that sense of pride to the French people and to show to the whole world what we're capable to achieve."
"'We're going to give happiness to the whole world," she added.
Torchbearers included Ukrainian gymnast Mariia Vysochanska, who won two gold medals at the 2020 European Championships and competed at the Olympic Games in Tokyo. 
Her inclusion was an expression of solidarity with Ukraine as well as a symbolic gesture to mark Europe Day, which falls on May 9 each year. Vysochanska led a group of 27 other athletes who represent all European Union member states.
"It's a way to really celebrate Europe, its values and also to demonstrate our attachment to the European sport model," Oudea-Castera said. Ukraine received the green light last year to start accelerated talks on joining the EU.
"(Ukrainians) face that terrible war of aggression, and we want to really express that we support them the best we can," she added. "This is unity. This is hope. This is solidarity. And we want their victory."

    


Marseille on Wednesday celebrated with great fanfare the flame's arrival, with more than 230,000 people attending the ceremony in the Old Port, according to the city's mayor, Benoit Payan.
During the Games, the sailing competition and some soccer matches will be held in Marseille.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
___
AP journalists Jeffrey Schaeffer, Nicolas Garriga and Oleg Cetinic contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/paris-olympics-torch-relay-marseille-a45b9bbf9b3b974e374364c99007f053
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Russia celebrates victory in World War II as Putin accuses the West of fueling global conflicts

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russia celebrates 79th anniversary of victory over Nazi Germany with Red Square parade
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    [image: Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 23 | Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian Air Force Su-25 jets fly over Red Square leaving trails of smoke in the colours of the Russian national flag during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 23 | Russian Air Force Su-25 jets fly over Red Square leaving trails of smoke in the colours of the Russian national flag during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo)
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Russian Air Force Su-25 jets fly over Red Square leaving trails of smoke in the colours of the Russian national flag during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo)
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[image: Russian servicewomen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 23 | Russian servicewomen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian servicewomen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: A Russian serviceman stands in a military vehicle rolling during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 23 | A Russian serviceman stands in a military vehicle rolling during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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A Russian serviceman stands in a military vehicle rolling during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian RS-24 Yars ballistic missiles roll during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 23 | Russian RS-24 Yars ballistic missiles roll during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian RS-24 Yars ballistic missiles roll during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: A legendary Soviet era T-34 tank with a red flag atop rolls during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 23
A legendary Soviet era T-34 tank with a red flag atop rolls during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]
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Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 23 | Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian Air Force Su-25 jets fly over Red Square leaving trails of smoke in colours of the national flag during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 23 | Russian Air Force Su-25 jets fly over Red Square leaving trails of smoke in colours of the national flag during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian Air Force Su-25 jets fly over Red Square leaving trails of smoke in colours of the national flag during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 23 | Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, front center, leave Red Square after the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]
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[image: Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]
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Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]
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Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu is driven along Red Square in an Aurus car during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 23 | Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu is driven along Red Square in an Aurus car during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu is driven along Red Square in an Aurus car during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon, front left, Russian President Vladimir Putin, centre, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, centre right, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev, second right, and the President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sadyr Japarov, right, leave Red Square after the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 23 | President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon, front left, Russian President Vladimir Putin, centre, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, centre right, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev, second right, and the President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sadyr Japarov, right, leave Red Square after the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian military cadets march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 23 | Russian military cadets march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian military cadets march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian military cadets march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 23 | Russian military cadets march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian military cadets march during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, front, toasts as he attends an official reception, to mark 79th anniversary of the end of World War II, in the Palace of the Facets at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Russia is wrapping itself in patriotic pageantry for Victory Day, a celebration of its defeat of Nazi Germany in World War II that President Vladimir Putin has turned into a pillar of his nearly quarter-century in power and a justification of his military action in Ukraine. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 23 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, front, toasts as he attends an official reception, to mark 79th anniversary of the end of World War II, in the Palace of the Facets at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Russia is wrapping itself in patriotic pageantry for Victory Day, a celebration of its defeat of Nazi Germany in World War II that President Vladimir Putin has turned into a pillar of his nearly quarter-century in power and a justification of his military action in Ukraine. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, front, toasts as he attends an official reception, to mark 79th anniversary of the end of World War II, in the Palace of the Facets at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Russia is wrapping itself in patriotic pageantry for Victory Day, a celebration of its defeat of Nazi Germany in World War II that President Vladimir Putin has turned into a pillar of his nearly quarter-century in power and a justification of his military action in Ukraine. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, toasts as he attends an official reception, to mark the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II, in the Palace of the Facets at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Russia is wrapping itself in patriotic pageantry for Victory Day, a celebration of its defeat of Nazi Germany in World War II that President Vladimir Putin has turned into a pillar of his nearly quarter-century in power and a justification of his military action in Ukraine. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 23 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, toasts as he attends an official reception, to mark the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II, in the Palace of the Facets at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Russia is wrapping itself in patriotic pageantry for Victory Day, a celebration of its defeat of Nazi Germany in World War II that President Vladimir Putin has turned into a pillar of his nearly quarter-century in power and a justification of his military action in Ukraine. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 23
Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, toasts as he attends an official reception, to mark the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II, in the Palace of the Facets at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Russia is wrapping itself in patriotic pageantry for Victory Day, a celebration of its defeat of Nazi Germany in World War II that President Vladimir Putin has turned into a pillar of his nearly quarter-century in power and a justification of his military action in Ukraine. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill, center, arrives to attend the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 23 | Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill, center, arrives to attend the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill, center, arrives to attend the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin sits during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (Mikhail Klimentyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 23 | Russian President Vladimir Putin sits during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (Mikhail Klimentyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin sits during the Victory Day military parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (Mikhail Klimentyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Veterans watch the Victory Day military parade at the Palace Square in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 23 | Veterans watch the Victory Day military parade at the Palace Square in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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Veterans watch the Victory Day military parade at the Palace Square in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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[image: People walk with portraits of relatives who fought in World War II, during the Immortal Regiment action celebrating the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II, in Sevastopol, Crimea, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 23 | People walk with portraits of relatives who fought in World War II, during the Immortal Regiment action celebrating the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II, in Sevastopol, Crimea, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo)
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People walk with portraits of relatives who fought in World War II, during the Immortal Regiment action celebrating the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II, in Sevastopol, Crimea, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia on Thursday wrapped itself in patriotic pageantry for Victory Day, as President Vladimir Putin celebrated the defeat of Nazi Germany in World War II by hailing his forces fighting in Ukraine and blasting the West for fueling conflicts around the world.
Even though few veterans of what Russia calls the Great Patriotic War are still alive 79 years after Berlin fell to the Red Army, the victory remains the most important and widely revered symbol of Russia's prowess and a key element of national identity.
Putin has turned Victory Day -- the country's most important secular holiday -- into a pillar of his nearly quarter-century in power and a justification of his military action in Ukraine.
Two days after beginning his fifth term in office, he led the festivities across Russia that recall the nation's wartime sacrifice.

    


"Victory Day unites all generations," Putin said in a speech in Red Square that came on the coldest May 9 in decades amid some snow flurries. "We are going forward relying on our centuries-old traditions and feel confident that together we will ensure a free and secure future of Russia."
As battalions marched by and military hardware -- both old and new -- rumbled over the cobblestones, the sky cleared briefly to allow a flyby of warplanes, some of which trailed smoke in the white, red and blue of the Russian flag. 




Putin hailed the troops fighting in Ukraine as "our heroes" for their courage, resilience and self-denial, adding that "all of Russia is with you."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He accused the West of "fueling regional conflicts, inter-ethnic and inter-religious strife and trying to contain sovereign and independent centers of global development."
With tensions with Washington over Ukraine soaring to their highest level since the Cold War, Putin issued another stark reminder of Moscow's nuclear might.
"Russia will do everything to prevent global confrontation, but will not allow anyone to threaten us," he said. "Our strategic forces are in combat readiness."

    


Nuclear-capable Yars intercontinental ballistic missiles were pulled across Red Square, underscoring his message.
The Soviet Union lost about 27 million people in World War II, an estimate that many historians consider conservative, scarring virtually every family.
Nazi troops overran much of the western Soviet Union when they invaded in June 1941, before being driven back all the way to Berlin, where the USSR's hammer and sickle flag was raised above the ruined capital. The U.S., U.K, France and other allies mark the end of the war in Europe on May 8.
The immense suffering and sacrifice in cities like Stalingrad, Kursk and Putin's native Leningrad -- now St. Petersburg -- still serve as a powerful symbol of the country's ability to prevail against seemingly overwhelming challenges.
Since coming to power on the last day of 1999, Putin has made May 9 an important part of his political agenda, featuring missiles, tanks and fighter jets. Medal-bedecked veterans joined him Thursday to review the parade, and many -- including the president -- wore the black-and-orange St. George's ribbon that is traditionally associated with Victory Day.

    


About 9,000 troops, including about 1,000 who fought in Ukraine, took part in Thursday's parade.
Although the U.S. and U.K. ambassadors did not attend, Putin was joined by other dignitaries and presidents of several former Soviet nations along with a few other Moscow allies, including the leaders of Cuba, Guinea-Bissau and Laos.
In his speech, he accused the West of "revanchism ... hypocrisy and lies" in seeking to play down the Soviet role in defeating Nazi Germany.
Putin described Victory Day as "very emotional and poignant."
"Every family is honoring its heroes, looking at pictures with dear faces and remembering their relatives and how they fought," he said.
Putin, 71, talks frequently about his family history, sharing memories of his father, who fought on the front during the Nazi siege of the city and was badly wounded.
As Putin tells it, his father, also named Vladimir, came home from a military hospital during the war to see workers trying to take away his wife, Maria, who had been declared dead of starvation. But the elder Putin did not believe she had died -- saying she had only lost consciousness, weak with hunger. Their first child, Viktor, died during the siege when he was 3, one of more than 1 million Leningrad residents who died in the 872-day blockade, most of them from starvation.

    


For several years, Putin carried a photo of his father in Victory Day marches -- as did others honoring relatives who were war veterans -- in what was called the "Immortal Regiment."
Those demonstrations were suspended during the coronavirus pandemic and then again amid security concerns after the start of the fighting in Ukraine.
As part of his efforts to burnish the Soviet legacy and trample on any attempts to question it, Russia has introduced laws that criminalized the "rehabilitation of Nazism" that include punishing the "desecration" of memorials or challenging Kremlin versions of World War II history.

    


When he sent troops into Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022, Putin evoked World War II in seeking to justify his actions that Kyiv and its Western allies denounced as an unprovoked war of aggression. Putin cited the "denazification" of Ukraine as a main goal of Moscow, falsely describing the government of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who is Jewish and lost relatives in the Holocaust, as neo-Nazis.
Putin tried to cast Ukraine's veneration of some of its nationalist leaders who cooperated with the Nazis in World War II as a sign of Kyiv's purported Nazi sympathies. He regularly made unfounded references to Ukrainian nationalist figures such as Stepan Bandera, who was killed by a Soviet spy in Munich in 1959, as an underlying justification for the Russian military action in Ukraine.
Many observers see Putin's focus on World War II as part of his efforts to revive the USSR's clout and prestige and his reliance on Soviet practices.
"It's the continuous self-identification with the USSR as the victor of Nazism and the lack of any other strong legitimacy that forced the Kremlin to declare 'denazification' as the goal of the war," Nikolay Epplee said in a commentary for Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center.
The Russian leadership, he said, has "locked itself up in a worldview limited by the Soviet past."
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House rejects Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene's effort to oust Speaker Mike Johnson, but chaos lingers

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The US House has quickly rejected an effort to remove Mike Johnson as House speaker in a bipartisan vote.


                
                
    Videos
                    2                   
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    





 


    
        
        

        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:24

            
        

    
    
        
            WATCH: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene fails to oust Speaker Johnson

        
        
            The US House has quickly rejected an effort to remove Mike Johnson as House speaker in a bipartisan vote.
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            House speaker calls failed vote to oust him, 'misguided effort'

        
        
            House Speaker Mike Johnson called an effort to oust him from his speakership by hardline Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene 'a misguided effort' following an overwhelming 359-43 vote in his favor.
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    [image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a news conference amid threats that Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., a staunch ally of former President Donald Trump, is threatening to oust Johnson from his leadership post, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., speaks to reporters after she tried and failed to oust Speaker Mike Johnson, her long-shot effort swiftly and resoundingly rejected by Democrats and Republicans tired of the political chaos, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., leaves a meeting with House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., whom she has vowed to remove from his leadership post, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Rep. Bob Good, R-Va., chairman of the conservative House Freedom Caucus, heads to a closed-door meeting with fellow Republicans at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. Rep. Good has criticized Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., for continuing her push to oust Speaker Mike Johnson from his position. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., leaves a meeting with House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., and Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hard-line Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene tried and failed in a brazen push to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson, but the resounding rejection by Republicans and Democrats tired of the turmoil does not guarantee an end to the GOP chaos.
One of Donald Trump's biggest supporters in Congress, Greene stood on the House floor late Wednesday and read a long list of "transgressions" she said Johnson had committed as speaker, from his passage of a $95 billion national security package with aid for Ukraine to his reliance on Democrats to wield power. 
Colleagues booed in protest. But Greene soldiered on, criticizing Johnson's leadership as "pathetic, weak and unacceptable." 




After Greene triggered the vote on her motion to vacate the Republican speaker from his office, Republican Majority Leader Steve Scalise quickly countered by calling first for a vote to table it.

    


An overwhelming majority, 359-43, kept Johnson in his job, for now.
"As I've said from the beginning, and I've made clear here every day, I intend to do my job," Johnson said afterward. "And I'll let the chips fall where they may. In my view, that is leadership."
It's the second time in a matter of months that Republicans have worked to oust their own speaker, an unheard of level of party upheaval with a move rarely seen in U.S. history. 
While the outcome temporarily calms the latest source of House disruption, the vote tally shows the strengths but also the stark limits of Johnson's hold on the gavel, and the risks ahead for any Republican trying to lead the GOP. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Without Democratic help, Johnson would have certainly faced a more dismal outcome. All told, 11 Republicans voted to proceed with Greene's effort, more than it took to oust then-Speaker Kevin McCarthy last fall, a first in U.S. history. 
But by relying on Democratic backing, Johnson risks inciting more criticism that he is insufficiently loyal to the party.

    


And the threat still lingers -- any single lawmaker can call up the motion to vacate the speaker. 
Even though Trump provided a needed nod of support for Johnson at crucial moments, it's not bankable going forward. The former president posed an idle warning about potentially ousting the speaker as voting was getting underway.
"At some point, we may very well be, but this is not the time," Trump said on social media.
Trump also made clear he still valued Greene, perhaps his biggest ally in the House, even as he rejected her proposal. "I absolutely love Marjorie Taylor Greene," he said as he urged Republicans to table her motion.
As Greene pressed ahead with the snap vote, GOP lawmakers filtered towards Johnson, giving him pats on the back and grasping his shoulder to assure him of their support.
The Georgia Republican had vowed weeks ago she would force a vote on the motion to vacate the Republican speaker if he dared to advance the foreign aid package for Ukraine, which was overwhelmingly approved late last month and signed into law. 
But in recent days it seemed her effort had cooled, as she and Johnson met repeatedly for a potential resolution. 

    


Johnson of Louisiana marched on, saying he had been willing to take the risk to approve the foreign aid, believing it was important for the U.S. to back Ukraine against Russia's invasion and explaining he wanted to be on the "right side of history."
Highly unusual, the boost from Democrats led by Rep. Hakeem Jeffries of New York, showed the exhaustion in Congress over the far-right antics. Jeffries and his leadership team had said it was time to "turn the page" on the GOP turmoil and vote to table Greene's resolution -- ensuring Johnson's job is saved, for now. 
"Our decision to stop Marjorie Taylor Greene from plunging the country into further chaos is rooted in our commitment to solve problems," Jeffries said after the vote.
But Democrats have also made clear their help was for this moment alone, and not a promise of an enduring partnership for Johnson's survival. 
Asked about a future motion to vacate the speaker, Jeffries said, "Haven't given it a thought."

    


The move now poses its own political risks for Greene, a high-profile provocateur who has moved to the forefront of the party with her own massive following and proximity to Trump. 
Greene was determined to force her colleagues to be on the record with their vote - putting them in the politically uncomfortable position of backing the speaker and seen as joining forces with Democrats to save him. 
"I'm proud of what I did today," Greene said afterward on the Capitol steps.
While reporters and camera crews crowded around Greene and ally Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., a group of other Republicans gathered on the steps trying to shift the attention away from her and make their own views known.
Rep. Dusty Johnson, R-S.D., said of those trying to remove the speaker, "They're pretty good at getting attention, but they have not been recognized for their ability to get things done."

    


He said if they keep pushing to oust the speaker, "I think you can expect more of the same: Failure."
Reps. Carlos Gimenez, a Florida Republican, said of Greene: "She doesn't represent the Republican Party. I'm tired of this being the face or the voice of the party and getting attention. That's all she wants, is the attention."
Rep. Mike Lawler, R-N.Y., called for Greene and Massie to be punished for their actions.
Had Democrats not taken the unusual move to help, the vote would most likely have ended differently for Johnson who holds one of the slimmest majorities in the House in modern times, with no votes to spare. 
Last year, the House chamber was hurled into chaos when eight Republicans voted to remove McCarthy from the speaker's office and Democrats declined to help save him. 
Ousting McCarthy resulted in a nearly monthlong search for a new GOP leader, bringing the chamber to a standstill with an episode Republicans wanted to avoid ahead of the November election.
___
Associated Press writers Stephen Groves, Mary Clare Jalonick, Michelle Price and Farnoush Amiri contributed to this report.
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    [image: Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, left, looks to pass the ball as Minnesota Timberwolves center Naz Reid defends during the second half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: FILE - Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic (15) shoots against Memphis Grizzlies guard Jordan Goodwin (4) in the second half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. Jokic, Luka Doncic and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Brandon Dill, File)]
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[image: FILE - Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, left, scores against Golden State Warriors guard Brandin Podziemski, middle, and forward Dario Saric during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023. Gilgeous-Alexander, Nikola Jokic and Luka Doncic are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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[image: FILE - Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, center, shoots as Los Angeles Clippers guard Norman Powell, right, defends during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. Doncic, Nikola Jokic and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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[image: FILE - From left are Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic and Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander in 2023. Jokic, Doncic and Gilgeous-Alexander are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic drops back to defend during the second half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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        Jokic wins NBA's MVP award, his 3rd in 4 seasons. Gilgeous-Alexander and Doncic round out top 3

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, left, looks to pass the ball as Minnesota Timberwolves center Naz Reid defends during the second half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, left, looks to pass the ball as Minnesota Timberwolves center Naz Reid defends during the second half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, left, looks to pass the ball as Minnesota Timberwolves center Naz Reid defends during the second half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: FILE - Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic (15) shoots against Memphis Grizzlies guard Jordan Goodwin (4) in the second half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. Jokic, Luka Doncic and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Brandon Dill, File)]
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FILE - Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic (15) shoots against Memphis Grizzlies guard Jordan Goodwin (4) in the second half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. Jokic, Luka Doncic and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Brandon Dill, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, left, scores against Golden State Warriors guard Brandin Podziemski, middle, and forward Dario Saric during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023. Gilgeous-Alexander, Nikola Jokic and Luka Doncic are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | FILE - Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, left, scores against Golden State Warriors guard Brandin Podziemski, middle, and forward Dario Saric during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023. Gilgeous-Alexander, Nikola Jokic and Luka Doncic are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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FILE - Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, left, scores against Golden State Warriors guard Brandin Podziemski, middle, and forward Dario Saric during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023. Gilgeous-Alexander, Nikola Jokic and Luka Doncic are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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[image: FILE - Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, center, shoots as Los Angeles Clippers guard Norman Powell, right, defends during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. Doncic, Nikola Jokic and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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FILE - Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, center, shoots as Los Angeles Clippers guard Norman Powell, right, defends during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. Doncic, Nikola Jokic and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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[image: FILE - From left are Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic and Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander in 2023. Jokic, Doncic and Gilgeous-Alexander are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/File)]
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FILE - From left are Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic and Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander in 2023. Jokic, Doncic and Gilgeous-Alexander are the three finalists for the NBA MVP Award that will be announced Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/File)
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[image: Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic drops back to defend during the second half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic drops back to defend during the second half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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                                        Nikola Jokic did it all again. And the MVP trophy is his again.
Jokic, the Denver Nuggets star from Serbia, was announced Wednesday night as the NBA's Most Valuable Player -- his third time winning the award in the past four seasons, a feat that just six other players in league history have accomplished.
He averaged 26.4 points, 12.4 rebounds and 9.0 assists. Others averaged more in each category -- and Jokic has had better years in each of those categories -- but he was the only player to rank in the NBA's top 10 in points, rebounds and assists per game this season.
Jokic got 79 of a possible 99 first-place votes from the panel of reporters and broadcasters who cast ballots on awards when the regular season ended.
"It's got to start with your teammates," Jokic said on TNT, where the award was announced. "Without them, I'm nothing. Without them, I cannot do nothing. Coaches, players, organization, medical staff, development coaches ... I cannot be whoever I am without them."

    


It likely was not a coincidence that Jokic appeared on television for the award announcement wearing a T-shirt commemorating the life of one of his mentors, Golden State assistant coach Dejan Milojevic, who died earlier this year after a heart attack on a road trip.




Oklahoma City's Shai Gilgeous-Alexander was second and Dallas' Luka Doncic was third, both getting into the top three of MVP voting for the first time. With Jokic from Serbia, Gilgeous-Alexander from Canada and Doncic from Slovenia, it marked the third consecutive season that three players born outside the U.S. finished 1-2-3 in the MVP balloting.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This time, the foreign dominance atop the NBA was even more pronounced: Milwaukee's Giannis Antetokounmpo, who is from Greece, was fourth -- so this became the first time in the award's 69-year history that international players went 1-2-3-4 in the voting. It also became the sixth consecutive year that a player born outside the U.S. won the award.

    


Jokic appeared on all 99 ballots, with 18 second-place votes and two third-place votes. Gilgeous-Alexander also appeared on every ballot, with 15 first-place votes, 40 second-place, 40 third-place, three fourth-place and one fifth-place nod.
Doncic was on all but one ballot and got four first-place votes. Antetokounmpo got one first-place vote on his way to fourth. New York's Jalen Brunson was fifth, followed by Boston's Jayson Tatum, Minnesota's Anthony Edwards, Sacramento's Domantas Sabonis and Phoenix's Kevin Durant.
"Some people say it's the best player on the best team," Jokic said, when asked to define an MVP. "To me, it's the guy who's the most valuable, the team couldn't play without him."
Jokic is now the ninth player to win the MVP award at least three times. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar won it six times, Bill Russell and Michael Jordan each won five, Wilt Chamberlain and LeBron James won four, and Moses Malone, Larry Bird and Magic Johnson are the other three-time winners.
Jokic's surprise rise to superstardom has been chronicled time and again over the years: He was the 41st overall pick in the 2014 draft, didn't even think he had a realistic chance at playing in the NBA when his career was beginning and now has a Hall of Fame resume at 29.

    


The other players with three MVP trophies in a four-year span are James, Johnson, Bird, Abdul-Jabbar, Chamberlain and Russell. And Jokic becomes the fifth player to be first or second in the MVP voting in four consecutive years -- joining Bird, Abdul-Jabbar, Russell and Tim Duncan.
Gilgeous-Alexander had perhaps the best feel-good story in the NBA this season, helping Oklahoma City to the No. 1 seed in the Western Conference by averaging 30.1 points, 5.5 rebounds and 6.2 assists. The Thunder won 57 games, 17 more than they did last season and 33 more than they did two years ago, their rise coinciding with Gilgeous-Alexander's emergence as one of the game's elite players.
"There is not a night when I don't feel like we have the best player on the floor. ... There's no one I'd rather have on our team than him," Thunder coach Mark Daigneault, the league's coach of the year this season, said last month.

    


Doncic made a case for the MVP award by posting the first season in NBA history in which a player averaged 33 points, nine rebounds and nine assists per game. There had been 14 instances before this year in which a player averaged that many points and rebounds in a season -- of those, five had resulted in MVP wins, including last season when Philadelphia's Joel Embiid averaged 33 points and 10 rebounds.
And this was the second time ever that a player averaged at least 33 points and nine assists per game. The other was in 1972-73, when Kansas City's Tiny Archibald averaged 34 points and 11 assists. He finished third in that season's MVP voting, just like Doncic this season.
But in the end, it was Jokic who stood above all others -- and the vote wasn't close.

    


"I think he's stated his case pretty well," Nuggets guard Jamal Murray said. "He does it every night. It's hard to do what he does and face the kind of pressure that he does each and every game. He does it with a smile on his face. He makes everybody around us better. And he's a leader on the court and somebody that we expect greatness from every time he steps on the court and he's delivered."
___
This story has been corrected to Doncic averaging 33 points, not 34.
___
AP Sports Writers Arnie Stapleton and Pat Graham in Denver contributed to this report.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nikola-jokic-nba-mvp-19cda94ce90b7deebc9058e095b8b6c7
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Israel says it reopened a key Gaza crossing after a rocket attack but the UN says no aid has entered

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Fighting between Israel and Hamas forced the evacuation of Abu Youssef al-Najjar Hospital, one of the main medical centers receiving people wounded in airstrikes on Rafah in recent weeks, as Israeli troops seized control of the vital Rafah border crossing in southern Gaza. (AP Video shot by Mariam Daggah) (Produced by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Major Rafah hospital forced to evacuate as fighting intensifies in Gaza

        
        
            Fighting between Israel and Hamas forced the evacuation of Abu Youssef al-Najjar Hospital, one of the main medical centers receiving people wounded in airstrikes on Rafah in recent weeks, as Israeli troops seized control of the vital Rafah border crossing in southern Gaza. (AP Video shot by Mariam Daggah) (Produced by Wafaa Shurafa)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Major Rafah hospital forced to evacuate as fighting intensifies in Gaza
Fighting between Israel and Hamas forced the evacuation of Abu Youssef al-Najjar Hospital, one of the main medical centers receiving people wounded in airstrikes on Rafah in recent weeks, as Israeli troops seized control of the vital Rafah border crossing in southern Gaza. (AP Video shot by Mariam Daggah) (Produced by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Israel seizes Gaza's vital Rafah crossing amid ceasefire talks, AP Explains

        
        
            Israeli forces have seized the Gaza side of the Rafah border crossing with Egypt, pressing their offensive into the southern city. The Israeli assault into Rafah came just hours after Hamas accepted a cease-fire proposal mediated by Egypt and Qatar.
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Israeli forces have seized the Gaza side of the Rafah border crossing with Egypt, pressing their offensive into the southern city. The Israeli assault into Rafah came just hours after Hamas accepted a cease-fire proposal mediated by Egypt and Qatar.
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    [image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: An activist prepares large photos depicting women held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip before a march by families and their supporters to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 9 | An activist prepares large photos depicting women held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip before a march by families and their supporters to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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An activist prepares large photos depicting women held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip before a march by families and their supporters to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky, center, whose boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, stands with Matan's family at a march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky, center, whose boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, stands with Matan's family at a march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky, center, whose boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, stands with Matan's family at a march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: A protester holds a large photo of Agam Berger in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, as families and their supporters march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | A protester holds a large photo of Agam Berger in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, as families and their supporters march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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A protester holds a large photo of Agam Berger in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, as families and their supporters march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: An activist sits with large photos depicting women held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip before a march by families and their supporters to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | An activist sits with large photos depicting women held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip before a march by families and their supporters to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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An activist sits with large photos depicting women held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip before a march by families and their supporters to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Families and their supporters carry large photos depicting women held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip in a march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Families and their supporters carry large photos depicting women held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip in a march to call on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to make a deal to free their loved ones, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. At center is Shiri Bibas with her child, Kfir; at left is Noa Argamani. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The Israeli military said Wednesday that it has reopened its Kerem Shalom crossing into Gaza after days of closure, but the U.N. said no humanitarian aid has yet entered and there is no one to receive it on the Palestinian side after workers fled during Israel's military incursion in the area.

The Kerem Shalom crossing between Gaza and Israel was closed over the weekend after a Hamas rocket attack killed four Israeli soldiers nearby, and on Tuesday, an Israeli tank brigade seized the nearby Rafah crossing between Gaza and Egypt, forcing its closure. The two facilities are the main terminals for entry of food, medicine and other supplies essential for the survival of Gaza's population of 2.3 million Palestinians.

The Israeli foray did not appear to be the start of the full-scale invasion of the city of Rafah that Israel has repeatedly promised. But aid officials warn that the prolonged closure of the two crossings could cause the collapse of aid operations, worsening the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, where the U.N. says a "full-blown famine" is already underway in the north.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


The United States paused a shipment of bombs to Israel last week over concerns that Israel was approaching a decision on launching a full-scale assault on Rafah, in a further widening of divisions between the two close allies. And on Wednesday, President Joe Biden said he would not supply offensive weapons that Israel could use to launch a full-scale assault on Rafah.

Biden, in an interview with CNN, said the U.S. was still committed to Israel's defense and would supply Iron Dome rocket interceptors and other defensive arms, but that if Israel goes into Rafah, "we're not going to supply the weapons and artillery shells used, that have been used."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The U.S. says it is concerned over the fate of around 1.3 million Palestinians crammed into Rafah, most of whom fled fighting elsewhere. 

    



The U.S., Egypt and Qatar are meanwhile ramping up efforts to close the gaps in a possible agreement for at least a temporary cease-fire and the release of some of the scores of Israeli hostages still held by Hamas. Israel has linked the threatened Rafah operation to the fate of those negotiations. CIA chief William Burns, who has been shuttling around the region for talks on the cease-fire deal, met Wednesday with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, a U.S. official said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss closed-door negotiations.

With the seizure of Rafah, Israel now controls all of Gaza's crossings for the first time since it withdrew troops and settlers from the territory nearly two decades ago, though it has maintained a blockade with Egypt's cooperation for most of that time. The Rafah crossing has been a vital conduit for humanitarian aid since the start of the war and is the only place where people can enter and exit. Kerem Shalom is Gaza's main cargo terminal.

The U.N. World Food Program deputy executive director, Carl Skau, told The Associated Press that the agency has lost access to its Gaza food warehouse in Rafah, which he said was "communicated as a no-go zone."





"We understand that it's still there, but we are extremely worried of looting," Skau said during a visit to neighboring Lebanon, adding that a U.N. logistics warehouse in Rafah had already been looted. He said the WFP was able to secure a warehouse in Deir al-Balah, in central Gaza, but has not stocked it with food yet.

Associated Press journalists heard sporadic explosions and gunfire in the area of the Rafah crossing overnight, including two large blasts early Wednesday. On Wednesday afternoon, hospital records showed at least 25 people were wounded after Israeli artillery fire struck a part of central Rafah, an area Israel did not call on Palestinians to evacuate ahead of its operation. The military had no immediate comment.

    



An Israeli military official said that Hamas had fired unidentified projectiles at Kerem Shalom on Wednesday, confirming an earlier claim from the militant group. There were no immediate reports of serious injuries. The official, speaking on condition of anonymity pending an official announcement, said the attack would make it difficult to continue aid deliveries but that the crossing would reopen Thursday. 

COGAT, the Israeli military body in charge of Palestinian civilian affairs, said the Kerem Shalom crossing reopened early Wednesday and released video of what it said were aid trucks entering the 1-kilometer-long (half-mile) area of the crossing. The video then showed their cargo being unloaded. Typically, Palestinian drivers from the other side of the crossing must pick up the aid after it is unloaded and drive it to distribution destinations within Gaza. The video did not show the aid being picked up. 

Juliette Touma, the director of communications for UNRWA, said no aid had entered as of late afternoon Wednesday and that the U.N. agency had been forced to ration fuel, which is imported through Rafah. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


Gaza's Health Ministry meanwhile said at least 46 patients and wounded people who had been scheduled to leave Tuesday for medical treatment have been left stranded.

U.N. agencies and aid groups have ramped up humanitarian assistance in recent weeks as Israel has lifted some restrictions and opened an additional crossing in the north under pressure from the United States, its closest ally. 

But aid workers say the closure of Rafah, which is the only gateway for the entry of fuel for trucks and generators, could have severe repercussions, and the U.N. says northern Gaza is already in a state of "full-blown famine."

Skau of the WFP said some food has been delivered to the north in recent weeks.

"When we got up there, people were coming out of the rubble extremely weak, not even able to carry the box of food," he said, adding that an increase in infectious diseases among children could worsen the crisis in the north.

"It's that combination of widespread disease and acute malnutrition that is that deadly cocktail," he said.

    



COGAT said 60 aid trucks entered through the northern crossing on Tuesday. Some 500 trucks entered Gaza every day before the war. 

The war began when Hamas militants breached Israel's defenses on Oct. 7 and swept through nearby army bases and farming communities, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting another 250. Hamas is still believed to be holding around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others after most of the rest were released during a November cease-fire.

The war has killed over 34,800 Palestinians, according to Gaza health officials, and has driven some 80% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million Palestinians from their homes. Israel's military campaign has been one of the deadliest and most destructive in recent history, reducing large parts of Gaza to rubble.

Biden has repeatedly warned Netanyahu against launching an invasion of Rafah. But Netanyahu's far-right coalition partners have threatened to bring down his government if he calls off an offensive or makes too many concessions in the cease-fire talks. 

The U.S. has historically provided Israel with enormous amounts of military aid, which has only accelerated since the start of the war. 

    



The paused shipment was supposed to consist of 1,800 2,000-pound (900-kilogram) bombs and 1,700 smaller ones, with the U.S. concern focused on how the larger bombs could be used in a dense urban setting, a U.S. official said Tuesday on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive matter. The official said no final decision had been made yet on proceeding with the shipment.

___

    



Magdy reported from Cairo and Lidman from Tel Aviv, Israel. Associated Press journalists Aamer Madhani and Zeke Miller in Washington, Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut and Julia Frankel in Jerusalem contributed to this report.

___

Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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    [image: This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a monastery destroyed by a Burmese military airstrike on March 31, 2024, in Papun, Karen state, Myanmar. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a monastery in Papun, Karen state, Myanmar after the monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, people flee Myanmar military in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar on March 1, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, families flee after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a mother prays for her 17-year-old daughter to live after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a wounded person is treated in Karen state, Myanmar on April 24, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a building burns in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar in March, 2024, after a Burmese military airstrike and mortars destroyed the town. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a building burns in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar in March, 2024, after a Burmese military airstrike and mortars destroyed the town. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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[image: This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows the bodies of the five victims out of eight after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a destruction after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a destruction after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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[image: In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a wounded person is treated after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a wounded person is treated after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a child is seen wounded by Burma military in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar on March 1, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a child is seen wounded by Burma military in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar on March 1, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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[image: In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, Dave Eubank, center, founder of the Free Burma Rangers, evacuates the wounded after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, Dave Eubank, center, founder of the Free Burma Rangers, evacuates the wounded after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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[image: FILE - Members of the Karen National Liberation Army and People's Defense Force examine two arrested soldiers after they captured an army outpost, in the southern part of Myawaddy township in Kayin state, Myanmar, March 11, 2024. Six months into an offensive against Myanmar's military administration, opposition forces have made massive gains, but civilian casualties are rising sharply as regime troops increasingly turn toward scorched-earth tactics in the Southeast Asian country's bitter civil war. (AP Photo/METRO, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | FILE - Members of the Karen National Liberation Army and People's Defense Force examine two arrested soldiers after they captured an army outpost, in the southern part of Myawaddy township in Kayin state, Myanmar, March 11, 2024. Six months into an offensive against Myanmar's military administration, opposition forces have made massive gains, but civilian casualties are rising sharply as regime troops increasingly turn toward scorched-earth tactics in the Southeast Asian country's bitter civil war. (AP Photo/METRO, File)
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[image: FILE - Saw Win Myint, a commander of a military unit under the Karen National Union, the leading political body for the Karen ethnic minority that is part of the resistance against military rule in Myanmar, inspects the damaged armory in the captured army base of Infantry Battalion 275 in Myawaddy township in Kayin state, Myanmar, on April 12, 2024. Six months into an offensive against Myanmar's military administration, opposition forces have made massive gains, but civilian casualties are rising sharply as regime troops increasingly turn toward scorched-earth tactics in the Southeast Asian country's bitter civil war. (AP Photo/Metro, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | FILE - Saw Win Myint, a commander of a military unit under the Karen National Union, the leading political body for the Karen ethnic minority that is part of the resistance against military rule in Myanmar, inspects the damaged armory in the captured army base of Infantry Battalion 275 in Myawaddy township in Kayin state, Myanmar, on April 12, 2024. Six months into an offensive against Myanmar's military administration, opposition forces have made massive gains, but civilian casualties are rising sharply as regime troops increasingly turn toward scorched-earth tactics in the Southeast Asian country's bitter civil war. (AP Photo/Metro, File)
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    [image: This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a monastery destroyed by a Burmese military airstrike on March 31, 2024, in Papun, Karen state, Myanmar. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a monastery destroyed by a Burmese military airstrike on March 31, 2024, in Papun, Karen state, Myanmar. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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[image: This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a monastery destroyed by a Burmese military airstrike on March 31, 2024, in Papun, Karen state, Myanmar. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a monastery in Papun, Karen state, Myanmar after the monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a monastery in Papun, Karen state, Myanmar after the monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, people flee Myanmar military in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar on March 1, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, people flee Myanmar military in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar on March 1, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, families flee after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a mother prays for her 17-year-old daughter to live after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a wounded person is treated in Karen state, Myanmar on April 24, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a building burns in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar in March, 2024, after a Burmese military airstrike and mortars destroyed the town. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a building burns in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar in March, 2024, after a Burmese military airstrike and mortars destroyed the town. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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[image: This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows the bodies of the five victims out of eight after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, shows a destruction after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a wounded person is treated after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a wounded person is treated after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a wounded person is treated after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a child is seen wounded by Burma military in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar on March 1, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a child is seen wounded by Burma military in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar on March 1, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 15
In this photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, a child is seen wounded by Burma military in Pasaung, Karenni state, Myanmar on March 1, 2024. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)
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[image: In this undated photo released by the Free Burma Rangers, Dave Eubank, center, founder of the Free Burma Rangers, evacuates the wounded after a Buddhist monastery sheltering civilians displaced by fighting in the town of Papun, Karen state, Myanmar was attacked on March 31, 2024 by a regime warplane. (Free Burma Rangers via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Members of the Karen National Liberation Army and People's Defense Force examine two arrested soldiers after they captured an army outpost, in the southern part of Myawaddy township in Kayin state, Myanmar, March 11, 2024. Six months into an offensive against Myanmar's military administration, opposition forces have made massive gains, but civilian casualties are rising sharply as regime troops increasingly turn toward scorched-earth tactics in the Southeast Asian country's bitter civil war. (AP Photo/METRO, File)]
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[image: FILE - Saw Win Myint, a commander of a military unit under the Karen National Union, the leading political body for the Karen ethnic minority that is part of the resistance against military rule in Myanmar, inspects the damaged armory in the captured army base of Infantry Battalion 275 in Myawaddy township in Kayin state, Myanmar, on April 12, 2024. Six months into an offensive against Myanmar's military administration, opposition forces have made massive gains, but civilian casualties are rising sharply as regime troops increasingly turn toward scorched-earth tactics in the Southeast Asian country's bitter civil war. (AP Photo/Metro, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | FILE - Saw Win Myint, a commander of a military unit under the Karen National Union, the leading political body for the Karen ethnic minority that is part of the resistance against military rule in Myanmar, inspects the damaged armory in the captured army base of Infantry Battalion 275 in Myawaddy township in Kayin state, Myanmar, on April 12, 2024. Six months into an offensive against Myanmar's military administration, opposition forces have made massive gains, but civilian casualties are rising sharply as regime troops increasingly turn toward scorched-earth tactics in the Southeast Asian country's bitter civil war. (AP Photo/Metro, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 15
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[image: AP Staff David Rising in Berlin Wednesday, July 14, 2010. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Six months into an offensive against Myanmar 's military government, opposition forces have made massive gains, but civilian casualties are rising sharply as regime troops increasingly turn toward scorched-earth tactics in the Southeast Asian country's bitter civil war. 
There is pressure on all fronts from powerful militias drawn from Myanmar's ethnic minority groups and newer resistance forces. Troops are retaliating with air, naval and artillery strikes on hospitals and other facilities where the opposition could be sheltered or aided.
"When the mass of people rise up against them, I think it terrifies them," said Dave Eubank, a former U.S. Special Forces soldier who founded the Free Burma Rangers, a humanitarian aid organization that has provided assistance to both combatants and civilians in Myanmar since the 1990s.

    


"They know that hospitals, churches, schools and monasteries are important places for human care, and gathering, and symbols -- and they hammer them," said Eubank. "That's new."
Military forces now control less than half the country, but are holding on tenaciously to much of central Myanmar including the capital, Naypyidaw -- recently targeted by drone attacks -- and largest city, Yangon, and is far better armed than the resistance forces, with support from Russia and China.
"People have been saying that the regime was on the brink of collapse since two weeks after the coup," in February 2021, said Morgan Michaels, an analyst with the International Institute of Strategic Studies who runs its Myanmar Conflict Map project. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"On the other hand, obviously the regime is weaker than it's ever been.... so there's no doubt that it's in serious, serious trouble," he said.
Thet Swe, a spokesman for the military government, denied that troops were targeting buildings and areas where civilians were sheltering, blaming their destruction instead on the opposition forces, without citing evidence. 

    


"The military never harmed hospitals, churches and civilians in our country," he told The Associated Press in an email. "They did not use that strategy and are fighting the rebels only for the sovereignty of our country."
As the fighting has moved into more populated areas, about 1 million people have been forced to flee their homes since the start of the offensive in October, contributing to the more than 3 million internally displaced people in the country of some 56 million, according to the U.N.'s humanitarian aid agency. 

    
        
    
With the collapse of its health care system and food supplies dwindling, 18.6 million people are in need, up 1 million from a year ago, including 6 million children, the agency said. 
HOW IT BEGAN
Opposition in Myanmar, also known as Burma, had been growing since the army seized power from the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi in February 2021, but it gained new momentum in October when major militias known collectively as the Three Brotherhood Alliance launched a joint offensive.
Together, the Arakan Army, the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army and the Ta'ang National Liberation Army -- among the most powerful militias formed by Myanmar's ethnic minorities -- made quick advances.

    


As they captured huge swaths of territory largely in the north and northeast, including economically important border crossings with China and several major military bases, other ethnic armed groups sensed momentum and joined the fighting.
At the same time, People's Defense Forces -- armed resistance groups that support the shadow National Unity Government, which views itself as Myanmar's legitimate administration -- have been increasing in number and launching their own attacks, often supported and trained by the ethnic armed militias.
Both sides claim they have inflicted heavy tolls. And the military government under Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing has acknowledged it is under pressure, recently reintroducing conscription to increase its ranks.
That has pushed some young people into the resistance. Many more have fled to rural areas or neighboring countries to avoid fighting.

    


With the violence across its border, China helped broker a cease-fire in Myanmar's north in January with the Three Brotherhood Alliance. But the alliance's Arakan Army continues to fight in its home Rakhine state in the west and has made significant gains, while PDFs and other ethnic armed groups continue their own attacks elsewhere. 
THE LATEST FIGHTING
The fiercest fighting in recent weeks has been in the southeast, where the main ethnic Karen fighting force, the Karen National Liberation Army, claimed in early April to have seized all the military bases in Myawaddy, the main town on the border with Thailand in Kayin state, also known as Karen state.
One army battalion clung to a position beside one of Myawaddy's two bridges, assisted by the Border Guard Force, a rival Karen group that had been in charge of border area security for years, conducting lucrative business by providing protection to area casino resorts with links to organized crime. 

    


The force, which declared itself neutral in January, now controls the town with military government administrators still in place, highlighting how some militia groups still prioritize their own interests.
"This is not a black and white situation. This is not the regime reconquering and reconsolidating control," Michaels said of the fighting in the area. "This is the regime hanging on, keeping a foothold by the razor's edge."
Meanwhile, the military has pushed KNLA and People's Defense Forces out of Kawkareik, a strategically important town along the road that connects Myawaddy with the rest of the country.
Thousands of civilians have fled Myawaddy and Kawkareik. But many civilians haven't managed to escape.
At least 1,015 civilian deaths have been documented from Nov. 1 through May 1, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a watchdog group that tracks political arrests, attacks and casualties. It says 4,962 civilians have been killed overall since the military took power three years ago.
The watchdog blamed the deaths on the military's increasing use of scorched-earth tactics and fighting moving into more populated areas. 
"The military has increasingly lost areas of control in recent months, which has only increased their use of this strategy, responding with airstrikes, shelling and so on in civilian areas," the AAPP said in an email.
The group added that the number of civilian deaths in the recent months of fighting is likely double what it reported, if not more, but that it can't document the numbers due to the intensification of the conflict.
Kyaw Zaw, a spokesperson for the shadow National Unity Government, said the military had destroyed 343 hospitals and clinics since it took power, and that those attacks had accelerated in the last two months, though he didn't have specific details.
Eubank, with the Free Burma Rangers, said he and his teams operating near the front lines have witnessed the military, known as the Tatmadaw, fighting with a " speed and force and a viciousness that we've never seen."
But in fighting a common enemy, the resistance is showing growing unity, he said.
"The Burma army is still stronger than any of these resistance groups, and if they want to bring a division or two to bear, they will win the battle, but they're not stronger than everybody else together," he said. 
WHAT COMES NEXT
Whether that unity will continue if the regime falls, and if the disparate resistance forces can agree on a common path ahead for Myanmar, is an open question, Michaels said.
"On one hand, Myanmar is not Syria -- there is common cause in fighting the regime," Michaels said. "But at the same time, as the regime has receded from some areas, there are at least indicators of potential future conflicts between groups."
He noted an incident in northern Shan state last month in which troops from two members of the Three Brotherhood Alliance -- the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army and the Ta'ang National Liberation Army -- traded fire over a territorial dispute. One person was injured.
The groups quickly agreed to stand down, but the incident illustrates that territorial tension is real, Michaels said.
An opposition politician still inside the country, speaking on condition of anonymity for his own safety, said Myanmar's people have a common desire for peace and stability, but the various factions still pursue their own interests.
"It is hard to predict what is ahead, and they still don't have a single political direction or goal. I think there is quite a problem in this situation," he said.
"Myanmar is now at a crossroads."
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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US and Philippine forces sink a ship during largescale drills in the disputed South China Sea
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            US and Philippines sink mock enemy ship during drills in the South China Sea

        
        
            U.S. and Philippine forces, backed by an Australian air force surveillance aircraft, unleashed a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes Wednesday and sank a mock enemy ship as part of large-scale war drills in and near the disputed South China Sea that have antagonized Beijing.
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U.S. and Philippine forces, backed by an Australian air force surveillance aircraft, unleashed a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes Wednesday and sank a mock enemy ship as part of large-scale war drills in and near the disputed South China Sea that have antagonized Beijing.
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    [image: U.S. troopers in battle gear walk under the scorching sun during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | U.S. troopers in battle gear walk under the scorching sun during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6
U.S. troopers in battle gear walk under the scorching sun during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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[image: Philippine Army fires ATMOS 155mm howitzers during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | Philippine Army fires ATMOS 155mm howitzers during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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Philippine Army fires ATMOS 155mm howitzers during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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[image: U.S. troopers in battle gear walk during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | U.S. troopers in battle gear walk during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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U.S. troopers in battle gear walk during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. troopers walk during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | U.S. troopers walk during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6
U.S. troopers walk during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dust billows as Philippine Army fires ATMOS 155mm howitzers during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]
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[image: A U.S. trooper in battle gear walk during a joint military exercise on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, northern Philippines. American, Australian and Filipino forces launched a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes to sink a ship Wednesday as part of largescale war drills in waters facing the disputed South China Sea that has antagonized Beijing. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]
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                                        LAOAG, Philippines (AP) -- U.S. and Philippine forces, backed by an Australian air force surveillance aircraft, unleashed a barrage of high-precision rockets, artillery fire and airstrikes Wednesday and sank a mock enemy ship as part of largescale war drills in and near the disputed South China Sea that have antagonized Beijing.
Military officials and diplomats from several countries watched the display of firepower from a hilltop along a sandy coast in Laoag City in Ilocos Norte, Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s northern home province.
More than 16,000 military personnel from the United States and the Philippines, along with a few hundred Australian troops and military observers from 14 countries, were participating in annual combat-readiness drills called Balikatan, Tagalog for shoulder-to-shoulder. The drills, which started April 22 and end Friday, include a scenario of a foreign invasion of the Philippine archipelago.

    


It's the latest indication of how the United States and the Philippines have bolstered a defense treaty alliance that started in the 1950s amid their concern in recent years over China's increasingly aggressive actions in disputed territories in Asia.




Marcos has ordered his military to shift its focus to external defense from decades-long domestic anti-insurgency operations as China's actions in the South China Sea become a top concern. That strategic shift dovetails with the efforts of U.S. President Joe Biden and his administration to reinforce an arc of alliances in the Indo-Pacific region to counter China.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

China has angered the Philippines by repeatedly harassing its navy and coast guard ships with powerful water cannons, a military-grade laser, blocking movements and other dangerous maneuvers in the high seas near two disputed South China Sea shoals. They have led to minor collision that have injured several Filipino navy personnel and damaged supply boats.

    


"We're under the gun," Philippine Ambassador to Washington Jose Romualdez told The Associated Press in a telephone interview.
"We don't have the wherewithal to be able to fight all of this bullying coming from China so where else will we go?" Romualdez said. "We went to the right party, which is the United States and those that believe in what the U.S. is doing."
China has accused the Philippines of setting off the hostilities in the disputed waters by encroaching in what it says are its offshore territories, demarcated by 10 dashes on a map. It says the Chinese coast guard and navy have been forced to take action to expel Philippine coast guard and other vessels from those areas. The Philippines has repeatedly cited a 2016 international arbitration ruling based on the United Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea that invalidated China's claim over virtually the entire South China Sea on historical grounds.
China did not participate in the arbitration complaint filed by the Philippines in 2013, and has rejected the ruling and continues to defy it.
After being hit repeatedly by missile and artillery fire and bombs dropped by U.S. and Philippine warplanes during the combat drills, the mock enemy ship sank as black smoke billowed from its stern. The target ship was made in China but decommissioned by the Philippine navy in 2020 due to mechanical and electrical issues, according to the Philippine military.

    


Philippine military officials said the drills were not directed at any country. China has opposed military drills involving U.S. forces as well as increasing U.S. military deployments in the region, which it warned would escalate tensions and endanger regional stability.
For the first time in years, the combat exercises were staged in and near the fiercely contested Spratly Islands area, which China has closely guarded with its coast guard, navy and suspected militia flotillas.
On Monday, U.S. and Filipino marines transported by Black Hawk helicopters practiced securing an airfield in the country's northernmost town of Itbayat along the Bashi Channel near southern Taiwan. A small group of journalists, including from the AP, was invited to witness the air and ground combat maneuvers.

    


"They're not operating in safe areas. They're operating slightly further to the western bounds and they're doing that in order to practice in ways that they might have to work for real," said British Defense Attache to Manila Bea Walcot, who watched the ship-sinking drill.
Washington and Beijing have been on a collision course over China's increasingly assertive actions to defend its territorial claims in the South China Sea, and Beijing's stated goal of annexing Taiwan, by force if necessary.
In February last year, Marcos approved a wider U.S. military presence in the Philippines by allowing rotating groups of American military forces to stay in four more Philippine military camps. That was a sharp turnaround from his predecessor, Rodrigo Duterte, who feared that a larger American military footprint would antagonize Beijing.

    


China strongly opposed the move, which allows U.S. forces to establish staging grounds and surveillance posts in the northern Philippines across the channel from Taiwan, and in western Philippine provinces facing the South China Sea.
China has warned that the deepening security alliance between Washington and Manila and their ongoing military drills should not harm its security and territorial interests or interfere in the territorial disputes. The Philippines countered that it has the right to defend its sovereignty and territorial interests.
"An alliance is very important to show China that you may have all the ships that you have, but we have a lot of firepower to sink all of them," Romualdez said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/philippines-china-us-military-drills-sea-ship-0157be2b96b90abad85b9c30b29e40a0
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Southern Brazil is still reeling from massive flooding as it faces risk from new storms

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Cars sit on a submerged road in an area flooded by heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


    

    
        
            
                    Cars sit on a submerged road in an area flooded by heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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            Efforts continue as heavy rains and flooding in southern Brazil leave at least 100 dead and 128 people missing

        
        
            Heavy rains and massive flooding in Brazil's southern state of Rio Grande do Sul since last week killed at least 100 people and have left 128 people missing, authorities said. (08 May)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Efforts continue as heavy rains and flooding in southern Brazil leave at least 100 dead and 128 people missing
Heavy rains and massive flooding in Brazil's southern state of Rio Grande do Sul since last week killed at least 100 people and have left 128 people missing, authorities said. (08 May)
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            Millions of people in southern Brazil are bracing themselves for worst weather

        
        
            On Wednesday authorities in southern Brazil rushed to rescue survivors of massive flooding that has killed at least 100 people. (08 May) (Ap/Lucas Dumphreys)
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On Wednesday authorities in southern Brazil rushed to rescue survivors of massive flooding that has killed at least 100 people. (08 May) (Ap/Lucas Dumphreys)
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            Rescue efforts continue in flooded areas of southern Brazil with at least 90 people confirmed dead

        
        
            Efforts were continuing to rescue people stranded by the floods in the southern state of Rio Grande do Sul, that has left at least 90 people dead and more than 130 others missing. The capital, Porto Alegre, has been virtually cut off, with the airport and bus station closed and main roads blocked because of the floodwaters. (AP video/Lucas Dumphreys)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Rescue efforts continue in flooded areas of southern Brazil with at least 90 people confirmed dead
Efforts were continuing to rescue people stranded by the floods in the southern state of Rio Grande do Sul, that has left at least 90 people dead and more than 130 others missing. The capital, Porto Alegre, has been virtually cut off, with the airport and bus station closed and main roads blocked because of the floodwaters. (AP video/Lucas Dumphreys)
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    [image: Residents rest in a makeshift shelter for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Residents rest in a makeshift shelter for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)
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Residents rest in a makeshift shelter for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cars sit on a submerged road in an area flooded by heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]
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[image: Residents rest in a gymnasium converted into a makeshift shelter for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)]
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[image: The city of Porto Alegre is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]
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The city of Porto Alegre is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: A woman rests in a makeshift shelter for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)]
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A woman rests in a makeshift shelter for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)
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[image: A boat navigates through a flooded street after heavy rain in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)]
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A boat navigates through a flooded street after heavy rain in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)
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[image: FILE - A woman is rescued from an area flooded by heavy rains in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Monday, May 6, 2024. In a world growing increasingly accustomed to wild weather swings, the last few days and weeks have seemingly taken those environmental extremes to a new level. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo, File)]
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[image: The Gremio Arena and surrounding area are flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]
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The Gremio Arena and surrounding area are flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Residents rest in a makeshift shelter for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)]
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Residents rest in a makeshift shelter for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)
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[image: A boat navigates through a flooded street after heavy rain in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)]
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A boat navigates through a flooded street after heavy rain in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)
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[image: Residents visit a makeshift clinic for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13
Residents visit a makeshift clinic for people whose homes were flooded by heavy rains, in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)
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[image: Residential buildings stand in flood water after heavy rain in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Macedo)]
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[image: People who evacuated their flooded homes rest in a shelter amid heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]
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                                        PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil (AP) -- As major floods engulfed entire cities in the northern part of the Brazil's Rio Grande do Sul state last week, meteorologist Estael Sias knew the water would drain into capital Porto Alegre's metropolitan region and that she would need to find a safe place.
So she, her husband, three children, and two dogs left everything behind. Less than 24 hours later, water started filling her neighborhood in Canoas, now one of the state's most affected cities.
"My house was inundated," Sias recalled, her voice cracking. "And it was very hard to leave my house, to make my family leave." She said she could protect her close family, but not others who insisted on staying put. "It has been very distressing and still is. I don't know how it will be when I return home."
Authorities in southern Brazil rushed Wednesday to rescue survivors of massive flooding that has killed at least 100 people, but some residents refused to leave belongings behind while others returned to evacuated homes despite the risk of new storms.

    


Heavy rains and flooding in Rio Grande do Sul since last week also have left 130 people missing, authorities said. More than 230,000 have been displaced, and much of the region has been isolated by the floodwaters.




Storms were expected in the state on Wednesday evening, with hail and wind gusts reaching up to 60 kilometers per hour (37 mph), according to the national meteorology institute's afternoon bulletin. And the institute forecasts a cold front this weekend with additional rains, to be particularly intense in the state's north and east.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Porto Alegre, about 300 people were sheltering at the local club Gremio Nautico Uniao, based in the upscale, little-harmed neighborhood of Moinhos de Vento. Dozens lay on mattresses as volunteers brought boxes filled with feijoada -- a typical Brazilian bean-and-pork stew.

    


Heitor da Silva was among them, having heeded authorities' warnings. Still, he's anxious about his future.
"I only took my documents, three shirts, two pieces of underwear and my flip-flops. All the rest is gone," said da Silva, 68. "I already had very little, but that stayed there. When I go home, there will be nothing. Then what?"
Staffers of the state's civil defense agency told The Associated Press they have been struggling to persuade residents of the city of Eldorado do Sul, one of the hardest hit by the floods, to leave their homes. It is located beside Porto Alegre, near the center of the state's coastline. At least four people declined to evacuate.
A flyover of Eldorado do Sul in a military helicopter showed hundreds of houses submerged, with only their roofs visible. Residents were using small boards, surfboards and personal watercraft to move around. Mayor Ernani de Freitas told local journalists that the city "will be totally evacuated."
"It will take at least a year to recover," he said.
Rio Grande do Sul's Gov. Eduardo Leite, speaking at a news conference late Tuesday, appealed to residents to stay out of harm's way, as the anticipated downpour may cause more severe flooding across the state. 

    


"It isn't the time to return home," he said. 
The civil defense agency's own urgent warning asking displaced residents not to return to flooded areas also stressed the risk of disease transmission.
Army Gen. Marcelo Zucco, one of the coordinators of rescue operations, told the AP his team is working at full speed before heavy rains that are forecast to hit the Porto Alegre area this weekend. Moderate rain was falling Wednesday afternoon in the city.
"We hope the next rains are not like those we saw, but there's no way to be sure there won't be trouble ahead of us," Zucco said. 
"At this moment we are focusing on finishing rescue operations and starting logistical support to the population. That's bringing water, medication, food and transportation for the sick to some hospital," the general added. 
He also said some improvement in conditions for the day helped his men finally access some areas by land.
Unusually heavy rains have also inundated parts of Uruguay, causing rivers to overflow in the country's east and displacing nearly 1,000 people, authorities said, with rescuers reporting that they had evacuated 200 stranded people, helped by the army. There were no immediate reports of casualties, but the rescue service said flash floods had damaged over a dozen roads and left thousands of people without electricity.

    


Over the weekend, rain in northern Rio Grande do Sul could prompt renewed swelling of rivers that are already causing widespread flooding around the Patos lagoon, where the Porto Alegre municipal region is located, said Sias, the meteorologist in Rio Grande do Sul, who works for a forecasting service based there.
"We will remain on this level of alert at least until the end of the month," she said.

    


A report by the National Confederation of Municipalities estimates damages at 4.6 billion reais ($930 million) in nearly 80% of Rio Grande do Sul's municipalities. 
Gov. Leite has said that the enormous impact will require something akin to the Marshall Plan for Europe's post-WWII recovery. Already the state has asked the federal government to suspend debt payments and create a fund for the southern region.
On Tuesday, Congress passed a decree declaring a state of calamity in Rio Grande do Sul until the end of the year, allowing the federal government to quickly allocate money to mitigate the catastrophe and rebuild regions affected by the floods, bypassing a spending cap. The vote united supporters and opponents of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's government.
"There is no limit to the public spending necessary to resolve the problem of the calamity that today is ravaging Rio Grande do Sul state," Planning and Budget Minister Simone Tebet told Radio Gaucha in an interview.
____
Sa Pessoa reported from Sao Paulo. AP videojournalist Lucas Dumphreys contributed from Porto Alegre and writer Isabel DeBre from Buenos Aires.. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brazil-porto-alegre-floods-rio-grande-do-sul-6daa5788e5cf6ec9a94cb3ea30fa6b18
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Olympic torch begins journey across France after festive welcome in Marseille before Summer Games

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou became the first Olympic torch carrier in France after the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset. (AP Video shot by Oleg Cetinic, Production by Jeffrey Schaeffer)
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            Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou becomes first torch carrier as flame arrives in Marseille

        
        
            French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou became the first Olympic torch carrier in France after the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset. (AP Video shot by Oleg Cetinic, Production by Jeffrey Schaeffer)
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French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou became the first Olympic torch carrier in France after the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset. (AP Video shot by Oleg Cetinic, Production by Jeffrey Schaeffer)
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            AP explains: the arrival of the Olympic flame in Marseille

        
        
            The Olympic torch will finally enter France when it reaches the southern seaport of Marseille on Wednesday. The organizers of the 2024 Paris Games have promised a "fantastic celebration" as the majestic ship carrying the torch from Greece is welcomed by a huge crowd in Marseille.
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    [image: The Patrouille de France aerobatics demonstration aircraft leave a tricolor trail of smoke in the sky as the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship bringing the Olympic flame from Greece, enters the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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[image: Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, sails ahead of a welcoming ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]
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[image: The Belem, the three-masted sailing ship bringing the Olympic flame from Greece, is escorted by other boats while a tugboat sprays water in the foreground, when approaching Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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[image: The Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, is accompanied by other boats approaching Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]
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[image: French swimmer Florent Manaudou holds the Olympic torch on the French 19th-century three-mast ship Belem as it arrives in the Old Port of Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. The Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: French swimmer Florent Manaudou holds the Olympic torch during the torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou became the first Olympic torch carrier in France after the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: French rapper Jul lights the Olympic cauldron with the Olympic torch in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. ( (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: French Paralympic athlete Nantenin Keita, holds the Olympic torch while French swimmer Florent Manaudou looks on during the torch arrival ceremonyl in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. Keita is visually impaired and won a gold medal during the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: French Paralympic athlete Nantenin Keita, holds the Olympic flanked by first torch carrier in France French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou, left , and French rap artist Jul during the torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: French Paralympic athlete Nantenin Keita, left, passes the Olympic torch to French rap artist Jul during the torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. Keita is visually impaired and won a gold medal during the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: People standing by a swimming pool watch the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship bringing the Olympic flame from Greece, being escorted by other boats when approaching Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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[image: A rainbow rises over the Old Port as the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, arrives in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]
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[image: The Olympic cauldron is pictured in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. ( (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: Spectators are reflected on the Ombriere structure during the Olympic torch arrival ceremony during the Olympic torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. The Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: President of the Paris 2024 Olympics and Paralympics Organizing Committee Tony Estanguet, left, shakes hands French President Emmanuel Macron during the Olympic torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. The Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 23 | President of the Paris 2024 Olympics and Paralympics Organizing Committee Tony Estanguet, left, shakes hands French President Emmanuel Macron during the Olympic torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. The Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)
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President of the Paris 2024 Olympics and Paralympics Organizing Committee Tony Estanguet, left, shakes hands French President Emmanuel Macron during the Olympic torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. The Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)
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[image: The Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, approaches Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 23 | The Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, approaches Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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The Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, approaches Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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[image: The French acrobatic flying team Patrouille de France flies over the French 19th-century three-mast ship Belem during the torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. The Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 23 | The French acrobatic flying team Patrouille de France flies over the French 19th-century three-mast ship Belem during the torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. The Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)
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The French acrobatic flying team Patrouille de France flies over the French 19th-century three-mast ship Belem during the torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. The Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)
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[image: A sailing crew waits for the arrival of Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, ahead of a welcoming ceremony at the old port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 23 | A sailing crew waits for the arrival of Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, ahead of a welcoming ceremony at the old port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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A sailing crew waits for the arrival of Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, ahead of a welcoming ceremony at the old port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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[image: Fireworks go off as the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, enters the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 23 | Fireworks go off as the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, enters the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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Fireworks go off as the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, enters the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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[image: Crowds watch as the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship bringing the Olympic flame from Greece, enters the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 23 | Crowds watch as the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship bringing the Olympic flame from Greece, enters the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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Crowds watch as the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship bringing the Olympic flame from Greece, enters the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. After leaving Marseille, a vast relay route is undertaken before the torch odyssey ends on July 27 in Paris. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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[image: People gather to watch the welcoming ceremony of Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 23 | People gather to watch the welcoming ceremony of Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    21 of 23
People gather to watch the welcoming ceremony of Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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[image: Spectators on boats watch the torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou became the first Olympic torch carrier in France after the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 23 | Spectators on boats watch the torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou became the first Olympic torch carrier in France after the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)
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Spectators on boats watch the torch arrival ceremony in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday May 8, 2024. French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou became the first Olympic torch carrier in France after the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port Wednesday on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony at sunset in the city's Old Port. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)
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[image: People gather to watch a concert after the welcoming ceremony of the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, at the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 23 | People gather to watch a concert after the welcoming ceremony of the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, at the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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People gather to watch a concert after the welcoming ceremony of the Belem, the three-masted sailing ship which is carrying the Olympic flame, at the Old Port in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. The Paris 2024 Olympic Games will run from July 26 to Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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                                        MARSEILLE, France (AP) -- Tens of thousands of people welcomed the Olympic torch Wednesday in the southern French city of Marseille, marking another milestone in the lead-up to the Summer Games in Paris.
French Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou became the first torch carrier in France after the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille's Old Port on a majestic three-mast ship from Greece for the welcoming ceremony amid tight security.
The ship sailed into Marseille's old port with the French national anthem "La Marseillaise" echoing from the embankment and a French Air force flyover with planes first drawing the five Olympic rings and then the red-blue-white colors of the nation's flag.
The ship docked on a pontoon resembling an athletics track and Manaudou carried the torch to mainland France. He handed it to French Paralympic sprinter Nantenin Keita, who won a gold medal at the 2016 Olympics in Rio, to carry it to rapper Jul, a Marseille native, who lit a cauldron as tens of thousands cheered on the shore and thousands of others waved from balconies and windows.





    


"We can be proud," said President Emmanuel Macron, who attended the ceremony to welcome the torch.
"The flame is on French soil," Macron said. "The games are coming to France and are entering the lives of the French people."
Marseille's Mayor Benoit Payan said that more than 230,000 people attended Wednesday's ceremony.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Tonight, the people of Marseille won the first gold medal of these Olympic Games," Payan said, beaming with pride.
The torch was lit in Greece last month before it was officially handed to France. It left Athens aboard a ship named Belem, which was first used in 1896, and spent twelve days at sea.
Paris 2024 Olympics Organizing Committee President Tony Estanguet said the return of the Olympic Games to France was cause for a "fantastic celebration." 
"As a former athlete, I know how important the start of a competition is. That is why we chose Marseille, because it's definitely one of the cities most in love with sports," added Estanguet, a former Olympic canoeing star with gold medals from the 2000, 2004 and 2012 Games.

    


Safety of visitors and residents has been a top priority for authorities in Marseille, France's second largest city with nearly a million inhabitants. About 8,000 police officers have been deployed around the harbor. 
Thousands of firefighters and bomb disposal squads have been positioned around the city along with maritime police and anti-drone teams patrolling the city's waters and its airspace.
"It's a monumental day and we have been working hard for visitors and residents of Marseille to enjoy this historical moment," said Yannick Ohanessian, the city's deputy mayor.
The torch relay will start on Thursday in Marseille, before heading to Paris through iconic places across the country, from the world-famous Mont Saint-Michel to D-Day landing beaches in Normandy and the Versailles Palace.
Heavy police and military presence was seen patrolling Marseille's city center Tuesday, as a military helicopter flew over the Old Port, where a range of barriers have been set up.

    


French Interior Ministry spokesperson Camille Chaize said officials were prepared for security threats including terrorism.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: A ship carrying the Olympic torch arrives in Marseille amid fanfare and high security
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports the French port city of Marseilles is hosting the arrival of the Olympic torch.

    

"We're employing various measures, notably the elite National Gendarmerie Intervention Group unit, which will be present in the torch relay from beginning to end," she said.
The Olympic cauldron will be lit after the Games' opening ceremony that will take place on the River Seine on July 26.
The cauldron will be lit at a location in Paris that is being kept top-secret until the day itself. Among reported options are such iconic spots as the Eiffel Tower and the Tuileries Gardens outside the Louvre Museum.
____
Barbara Surk contributed from Nice, France. AP journalists Jeffrey Schaeffer, Oleg Cetinic, Nicolas Garriga and Daniel Cole contributed to this story.
___
AP Olympics https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Powerful storms kill 3 as tornadoes tear through central and southeastern US

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Severe storms battered parts of the Midwest with heavy rain, gusty winds, and tornadoes. Two reported twisters hit near Kalamazoo, Michigan and shredded a FedEx facility.
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            Severe storms batter Midwest, tornadoes destroy a FedEx facility

        
        
            Severe storms battered parts of the Midwest with heavy rain, gusty winds, and tornadoes. Two reported twisters hit near Kalamazoo, Michigan and shredded a FedEx facility.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Severe storms batter Midwest, tornadoes destroy a FedEx facility
Severe storms battered parts of the Midwest with heavy rain, gusty winds, and tornadoes. Two reported twisters hit near Kalamazoo, Michigan and shredded a FedEx facility.
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            Tornadoes damage homes, FedEx facility in southwest Michigan

        
        
            Two tornadoes blitzed Portage in southwestern Michigan on Tuesday, severely damaging homes and commercial buildings, including a FedEx facility. An estimated 50 people were trapped inside the facility at one point because of downed power lines, authorities said. But FedEx spokesperson Shannon Davis said "all team members are safe and accounted for."


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Tornadoes damage homes, FedEx facility in southwest Michigan
Two tornadoes blitzed Portage in southwestern Michigan on Tuesday, severely damaging homes and commercial buildings, including a FedEx facility. An estimated 50 people were trapped inside the facility at one point because of downed power lines, authorities said. But FedEx spokesperson Shannon Davis said "all team members are safe and accounted for."
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            Cleanup underway following Michigan tornadoes

        
        
            Cleanup is underway in Michigan after three tornadoes struck Tuesday. In Kalamazoo County, homes were wrecked but the sheriff says no one was seriously injured. (AP Video: Joey Cappelletti)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Cleanup underway following Michigan tornadoes
Cleanup is underway in Michigan after three tornadoes struck Tuesday. In Kalamazoo County, homes were wrecked but the sheriff says no one was seriously injured. (AP Video: Joey Cappelletti)
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    [image: A storm damaged mobile home rests in the street at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)]
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A storm damaged mobile home rests in the street at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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[image: A storm damaged mobile home is surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 19 | A storm damaged mobile home is surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)
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A storm damaged mobile home is surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)
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[image: Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 19 | Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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[image: Greenville, Ohio, resident Brenda Pollitt wipes the tears from her eyes as she removes important papers from her bedroom, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Pollitt and her children were home at the time of the strong storm that hit Tuesday evening, May 7. She and her family ran downstairs and were all safe. (Marshall Gorby/Dayton Daily News via AP)]
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Greenville, Ohio, resident Brenda Pollitt wipes the tears from her eyes as she removes important papers from her bedroom, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Pollitt and her children were home at the time of the strong storm that hit Tuesday evening, May 7. She and her family ran downstairs and were all safe. (Marshall Gorby/Dayton Daily News via AP)
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[image: FedEx trucks sit outside a damaged FedEx facility after a tornado in Portage, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (Brad Devereaux/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 19 | FedEx trucks sit outside a damaged FedEx facility after a tornado in Portage, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (Brad Devereaux/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)
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FedEx trucks sit outside a damaged FedEx facility after a tornado in Portage, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (Brad Devereaux/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)
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[image: Debris is seen from a damaged FedEx facility after a tornado in Portage, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (Brad Devereaux/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 19 | Debris is seen from a damaged FedEx facility after a tornado in Portage, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (Brad Devereaux/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)
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Debris is seen from a damaged FedEx facility after a tornado in Portage, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (Brad Devereaux/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)
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[image: A mobile park home at Pavilion Estates near Kalamazoo, Mich. is destroyed on the morning of Wednesday, May 8, 2024 after a tornado had swept through the night before. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 19 | A mobile park home at Pavilion Estates near Kalamazoo, Mich. is destroyed on the morning of Wednesday, May 8, 2024 after a tornado had swept through the night before. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 19
A mobile park home at Pavilion Estates near Kalamazoo, Mich. is destroyed on the morning of Wednesday, May 8, 2024 after a tornado had swept through the night before. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Debris litters the ground near damaged buildings after a tornado swept through the area of the Pavilion Estates mobile home park, in Kalamazoo, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. Multiple injuries were reported at the park. ( J. Scott Park/Jackson Citizen Patriot via AP)]
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[image: A mobile park home flipped onto two nearby cars after a tornado struck Pavilion Estates near Kalamazoo, Mich. on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)]
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[image: Debris litters the ground near a damaged building after a tornado swept through the area of the Pavilion Estates mobile home park, in Kalamazoo, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. ( J. Scott Park/Jackson Citizen Patriot via AP)]
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[image: Debris and damage from powerful storms are seen, Tuesday, May 7, 2024 in Barnsdall, Okla. A tornado destroyed homes, forced the evacuation of a nursing home and toppled trees and power lines when it roared through the small Oklahoma town. (Mike Simons/Tulsa World via AP)]
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[image: Carl Kelley and Jon Reynolds search through Kelley's mother's home after it was damaged by a severe storm, Tuesday, May 7, 2024 in Barnsdall, Okla. A tornado destroyed homes, forced the evacuation of a nursing home and toppled trees and power lines when it roared through the small Oklahoma town. (Mike Simons/Tulsa World via AP)]
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[image: Police and rescue personnel work at the scene after a tornado swept through the area of the Pavilion Estates mobile home park, in Kalamazoo, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. ( J. Scott Park/Jackson Citizen Patriot via AP)]
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[image: People leave after a tornado swept through the area of the Pavilion Estates mobile home park, in Kalamazoo, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. Multiple injuries were reported at the park. (J. Scott Park/Jackson Citizen Patriot via AP)]
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[image: Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)]
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[image: Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)]
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[image: Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 19 | Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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[image: Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, Tenn. (AP) -- Severe storms tore through parts of the U.S. again Wednesday, spawning damaging tornadoes, producing massive hail, and killing two people in Tennessee and one person in North Carolina.
A storm that rumbled across northeastern Tennessee brought high winds that knocked down powerlines and trees. Claiborne County Sheriff Bob Brooks said a 22-year-old man was in a car struck by one of the trees.
Wednesday afternoon, a tornado emergency -- the weather service's highest alert level -- was issued for an area south of Nashville including the towns of Spring Hill, Chapel Hill and Eagleville.
The National Weather Service had previously reported a likely tornado on the ground in nearby Columbia, about 45 miles (72 kilometers) south of Nashville. People in Columbia were injured and homes were damaged, according to Lynn Thompson, assistant director of Maury County 911. Thompson told The Associated Press that he could not provide any further details: "We're getting overloaded right now."





    


Rita Thompson, Marketing & Communications director with Maury Regional Health, said the hospital had received five patients. One died, another was in serious condition and three had injuries that were not life-threatening.
The Federal Aviation Administration issued a temporary ground stop at Nashville International Airport because of the weather, media outlets reported. Northeast of Nashville, a flash flood emergency was issued for Sumner and Robertson counties including the cities of Hendersonville and Gallatin. The National Weather Service said water rescues were ongoing in those areas and described the flooding from heavy thunderstorms as life-threatening. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Do not attempt to travel unless you are fleeing an area subject to flooding or under an evacuation order," the weather agency alert said.
The National Weather Service in Nashville on Wednesday evening issued a tornado watch for parts of Arkansas, Mississippi, Missouri and Tennessee until 3 a.m. CDT. The weather service continued issuing tornado warnings into the night, mostly in Tennessee, but also in Missouri, Alabama, Georgia and Texas.

    


In North Carolina, a state of emergency was declared for Gaston County Wednesday evening following a large storm. First responders were working to clear roads of downed power lines and broken trees and were helping residents, officials said. The New Hope Fire Department responded to a tree down on a car. One person in the car was killed and another was taken to a hospital, officials said. 
More than 135,000 customers had lost power in the state as of Wednesday evening, according to PowerOutage.us.
The National Weather Service confirmed tornadoes touched down Tuesday in western Ohio: five in Warren County and one each in Darke, Mercer and Auglaize counties. The weather service said crews are still surveying areas in other counties to determine if tornadoes struck there, as well. The strong storms also brought hail and heavy rains to the state and knocked out power to thousands of utility customers.

    


In Michigan, weather service meteorologist Nathan Jeruzal said the tornadoes there touched down one each in Kalamazoo, Cass and Branch counties -- all in the southwestern part of the state. Gov. Gretchen Whitmer declared a state of emergency for four counties.
Kalamazoo County's Portage area was hard hit as a FedEx facility was ripped apart and more than a dozen mobile homes were destroyed. About 50 people temporarily were trapped inside the damaged facility because of downed power lines. 
More than a dozen homes were destroyed in a mobile home park in adjacent Pavilion Township and 16 people were injured, said Kalamazoo County Sheriff Richard Fuller.
Samantha Smith clutched a box Wednesday afternoon as she stepped from her mother's partially wrecked home in Pavilion Township, about 137 miles (220 kilometers) west of Detroit. Inside the box were her grandmother's ashes. Being able to recover the most cherished of items offered Smith a rare moment of relief amid the storm's devastation. She said her parents and brother were injured during the storm but survived.

    


"I have thanked God probably a billion times since this happened yesterday," she said. "My kids are healthy and good. We just gotta make back up what we lost."
Travis Wycoff ventured out Tuesday night after seeing on radar that a tornado had touched down in the Portage area, and he said he helped an elderly couple out of their partially collapsed home and freed a service dog from a home.
"There were a lot of people running through the streets trying to find people and their pets," Wycoff said. "It was just a lot of chaos."
In southern Indiana, the National Weather Service confirmed a tornado touched down early Wednesday. The Clark County Emergency Management Agency said the storm damaged 24 structures, including homes in a subdivision north of the city of Sellersburg, located about 12 miles (19 kilometers) north of Louisville, Kentucky.

    


Candice Holmes, a resident of the Lewis & Clark subdivision north of Sellersburg, said she, her husband and son sought shelter in their bathroom when they heard the approaching storm and "the wind just picked up all at once."
"It was definitely a scary moment. ... And I'm glad we're alive," Holmes told WDRB-TV.
Tornadoes were also confirmed in Pennsylvania just outside Pittsburgh, in central Arkansas and in northern West Virginia. The West Virginia twister was at least the 11th tornado this year in the state, which sees two tornadoes in an average year.
Baseball-sized hail was reported Wednesday in areas just southwest of St. Louis. Heavy downpours caused flash flooding and at least one water rescue near Sullivan, a town that was struck by a small tornado just two days earlier. Damaging hail also was reported in the Kansas City area.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Severe storms batter the Midwest, including tornadoes that shredded a FedEx facility
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on more damage from dangerous storms in parts of the Midwest.

    

On Monday, parts of the central United States were battered by heavy rain, strong winds, hail and tornadoes, including a deadly twister that ripped through an Oklahoma town. Both the Plains and Midwest have been hammered by tornadoes this spring.
Across the U.S., the entire week is looking stormy. The Midwest and the South are expected to get the brunt of the bad weather through the rest of the week, including in Indianapolis, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Nashville and Memphis, Tennessee -- cities where more than 21 million people live. It should be clear over the weekend.
___
Cappelletti and White reported from Detroit. Associated Press journalists around the country contributed to this report, including Rio Yamat, Heather Hollingsworth, Colleen Slevin, Jim Salter, Kathy McCormack, Sarah Brumfield, Beatrice Dupuy, Alexa St. John, Adrian Sainz, John Raby and Lisa Baumann.

    
        
    
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Biden administration will propose tougher asylum standards for some migrants at the border

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: President Joe Biden arrives at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


    

    
        
            
                    President Joe Biden arrives at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By SEUNG MIN KIM and STEPHEN GROVES

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration plans to propose a new rule Thursday aimed at speeding up the asylum claims process for some migrants -- a potential prelude to broader actions from President Joe Biden later this year that would impose a bigger crackdown at the border.
It's meant to affect migrants with criminal records or those who would otherwise be eventually deemed ineligible for asylum in the United States. The proposal, which the Department of Homeland Security plans to announce on Thursday, was confirmed by four people familiar with its contents who were granted anonymity to detail plans not yet public.
Under current law, a migrant who arrives at the border and undergoes an initial screening for "credible fear" -- one criterion for asylum -- is allowed to continue with the process even if they have a criminal background or would pose a security risk. A judge would later determine whether that migrant would be eligible for asylum.





    


The change would effectively let an officer at the initial screening stage make that determination, rather than waiting for a judge, according to the people. The people also said the proposal affects a relatively small universe of migrants and those who would not be qualified to receive asylum protections anyway.
But despite those caveats, immigration advocates have previously raised questions about any changes to the credible fear process, saying that migrants are often doing these interviews immediately after surviving life-threatening perilous trips to get to the U.S.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Because of this, initial interviews are designed to have a relatively lower bar so that migrants aren't wrongfully deported, they say. And they've questioned how much legal help migrants who are in custody can actually get in order to prepare them for this key first step toward an asylum claim.
It will likely be months before Thursday's proposal, which was first reported by Politico, would actually go into effect. Biden continues to mull larger executive action on the border, whose timing depends in large part on whether the number of illegal border crossings increases -- they have been steadily decreasing since December.

    


The proposed rule also comes amid pressure from fellow Democrats and immigrant rights advocates to support immigrants already in the United States.
Janet Murguia, the president of UnidosUS, a civil rights advocacy organization, said she met with Biden last week at the White House with other Latino leaders to push for relief for immigrants who do not have legal status but have been in the United States for years.
"I believe that President Biden is open to this notion that he can do something. He asked for more specifics," Murguia said. "We're going to make the case in the White House. We're going to make the case here in the Capitol, across the country, in every community."
At a news conference Wednesday, Latino and progressive congressional Democrats expressed frustration at the idea that the White House would clamp down on the border without also assisting immigrants who crossed the border illegally as children.

    


"Mr. President, we know what's in your heart. Let's reject the extremist messaging vilifying immigrants. Let's embrace our values as a nation of immigrants and provide relief for the long-term residents of the United States," said Sen. Alex Padilla, a California Democrat.
The lawmakers are calling for the Biden administration to provide relief from deportation to spouses and other family members of U.S. citizens, as well as extended temporary protected status, which allows people from countries ravaged by disaster and war to live and work legally in the United States.
At the same time, Democrats, especially those in political swing states, are encouraging the White House to take unilateral action to curtail border crossings.
In the Senate, Democrats are considering whether to put a series of border proposals to a vote in order to show that Republicans are opposed to swifter border enforcement. And in the House, 15 Democrats penned a letter to the White House this week encouraging executive actions.

    


"We need to make sure that we are adjudicating those who are coming across just as quickly as possible, specifically around sort of administrative judges being down at the southern border," said Rep. Angie Craig, a Minnesota Democrat who led the letter. "And I do think there's a limit to the number of people who we can accept into our nation on an asylum claim. At the end of the day, we cannot have a border where an unlimited amount of people can simply cross."
--
Associated Press writers Colleen Long and Rebecca Santana contributed to this report.
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Ippei Mizuhara, ex-interpreter for baseball star Shohei Ohtani, will plead guilty in betting case
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    [image: FILE - Interpreter Ippei Mizuhara listens during a baseball news conference at Dodger Stadium, Thursday, Dec. 14, 2023, in Los Angeles. Mizuhara, the former interpreter for Los Angeles Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani pleaded guilty to bank and tax fraud Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in a sports betting case where prosecutors allege he stole $16 million from the Japanese baseball player to pay off debts. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Interpreter Ippei Mizuhara stands next to Japanese baseball star Shohei Ohtani and translates during an interview at Dodger Stadium on Feb. 3, 2024, in Los Angeles. Mizuhara, the former interpreter for Ohtani pleaded guilty to bank and tax fraud Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in a sports betting case where prosecutors allege he stole $16 million from the Japanese baseball player to pay off debts. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)]
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[image: FILE - Interpreter Ippei Mizuhara stands next to Japanese baseball star Shohei Ohtani and translates during an interview at Dodger Stadium on Feb. 3, 2024, in Los Angeles. Mizuhara, the former interpreter for Ohtani pleaded guilty to bank and tax fraud Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in a sports betting case where prosecutors allege he stole $16 million from the Japanese baseball player to pay off debts. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The former interpreter for Los Angeles Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani has agreed to plead guilty to bank and tax fraud in a sports betting case in which prosecutors allege he stole nearly $17 million from the Japanese baseball player to pay off debts, federal prosecutors said Wednesday.
The scandal surrounding Ippei Mizuhara shocked baseball fans from the U.S. to Japan when the news broke in March. 
Mizuhara will plead guilty to one count of bank fraud and one count of subscribing to a false tax return, the U.S. Justice Department announced. The bank fraud charge carries a maximum of 30 years in federal prison, and the false tax return charge carries a sentence of up to three years in federal prison.
The plea agreement says Mizuhara will be required to pay Ohtani restitution that could total nearly $17 million, as well as more than $1 million to the IRS. Those amounts could change prior to sentencing.

    


Mizuhara will enter his guilty plea in the coming weeks and is set to be arraigned May 14, prosecutors said.
"The extent of this defendant's deception and theft is massive," United States Attorney Martin Estrada said in a statement. "He took advantage of his position of trust to take advantage of Mr. Ohtani and fuel a dangerous gambling habit."




Mizuhara exploited his personal and professional relationship with Ohtani to plunder millions from the two-way player's account for years, at times impersonating Ohtani to bankers, prosecutors said. Mizuhara's winning bets totaled over $142 million, which he deposited in his own bank account and not Ohtani's. But his losing bets were around $183 million, a net loss of nearly $41 million. He did not wager on baseball.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mizuhara helped Ohtani open a bank account in 2018 and began stealing money from that account in 2021, according to the plea agreement. At one point, Mizuhara changed the security protocols, email and phone number associated with it so that calls came directly to him, not Ohtani, when the bank was trying to verify wire transfers. Mizuhara impersonated Ohtani to the bank about 24 times, according to the agreement.

    


Mizuhara also admitted to falsifying his 2022 tax returns by underreporting his income by more than $4 million.
Mizuhara's attorney, Michael G. Freedman, did not comment on the deal Wednesday.
There was no evidence that Ohtani was involved in or aware of Mizuhara's gambling, and the player is cooperating with investigators, authorities said.
The Los Angeles Times and ESPN broke the news of the prosecution in late March, prompting the Dodgers to fire the interpreter and MLB to open its own investigation.
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said he had no comment on the plea deal Wednesday, adding, "I just hope it is more closure on the situation."
MLB rules prohibit players and team employees from wagering on baseball, even legally. MLB also bans betting on other sports with illegal or offshore bookmakers.
Mizuhara has been free on an unsecured $25,000 bond, colloquially known as a signature bond, meaning he did not have to put up any cash or collateral to be freed. If he violates the bond conditions -- which include a requirement to undergo gambling addiction treatment -- he will be on the hook for $25,000. 

    


Ohtani has sought to focus on the field as the case winds through the courts. Hours after his ex-interpreter first appeared in court in April, he hit his 175th home run in MLB, tying Hideki Matsui for the most by a Japan-born player, during the Dodgers' 8-7 loss to the San Diego Padres in 11 innings.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/shohei-ohtani-interpreter-ippei-mizuhara-sports-betting-0b0445af4bcac6886b25d049b922cba6
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House rejects Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene's effort to remove Speaker Mike Johnson from office

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene tried and failed in sudden action Wednesday to oust Speaker Mike Johnson, her long-shot effort swiftly and resoundingly rejected by Democrats and Republicans tired of the political chaos.
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            WATCH: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene fails to oust Speaker Johnson

        
        
            The US House has quickly rejected an effort to remove Mike Johnson as House speaker in a bipartisan vote.
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The US House has quickly rejected an effort to remove Mike Johnson as House speaker in a bipartisan vote.
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            House speaker calls failed vote to oust him, 'misguided effort'

        
        
            House Speaker Mike Johnson called an effort to oust him from his speakership by hardline Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene 'a misguided effort' following an overwhelming 359-43 vote in his favor.
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    [image: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., joined by Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., speaks to reporters after she tried and failed to oust Speaker Mike Johnson, her long-shot effort swiftly and resoundingly rejected by Democrats and Republicans tired of the political chaos, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks during a news conference amid threats that Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., a staunch ally of former President Donald Trump, is threatening to oust Johnson from his leadership post, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., leaves a meeting with House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., whom she has vowed to remove from his leadership post, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Rep. Bob Good, R-Va., chairman of the conservative House Freedom Caucus, heads to a closed-door meeting with fellow Republicans at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. Rep. Good has criticized Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., for continuing her push to oust Speaker Mike Johnson from his position. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., leaves a meeting with House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., and Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hardline Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene tried and failed in sudden action Wednesday to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson, her long-shot effort swiftly and resoundingly rejected by Democrats and Republicans tired of the political chaos. 
One of Donald Trump's biggest supporters in Congress, Greene stood on the House floor and read a long list of "transgressions" she said Johnson had committed as speaker. Colleagues booed in protest.
Greene criticized Johnson's leadership as "pathetic, weak and unacceptable."
After Greene triggered the vote on her motion to vacate the speaker from his office, Republican Majority Leader Steve Scalise quickly countered by calling first for a vote to table it.
An overwhelming majority, 359-43, kept Johnson in his job, for now.
"As I've said from the beginning, and I've made clear here every day, I intend to do my job," Johnson said afterward. "And I'll let the chips fall where they may. In my view, that is leadership."

    


It's the second time in a matter of months that Republicans have worked to oust their own speaker, an unheard of level of party turmoil with a move rarely seen in U.S. history. 




The tally shows the strengths but also the stark limits of Johnson's hold on the gavel, and the risks ahead for any Republican trying to lead the GOP in the Trump era. Without Democratic help, Johnson would have certainly faced a more dismal outcome. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All told, 11 Republicans voted to proceed with Greene's effort, more than it took to oust then-Speaker Kevin McCarthy last fall, a first in U.S. history. And the threat still lingers -- any single lawmaker can call up the motion to vacate the speaker.
Johnson said he hoped it "is the end of the personality politics." 
As Greene pressed ahead with the snap vote despite pushback from Republicans at the highest levels, including Trump, GOP lawmakers filtered towards Johnson, giving him pats on the back and grasping his shoulder to assure him of their support.

    


The Georgia Republican had vowed weeks ago she would force a vote on the motion to vacate the Republican speaker if he dared to advance a foreign aid package for Ukraine, which was overwhelmingly approved late last month and signed into law. 
But in recent days it seemed her effort had cooled, as she and Johnson met repeatedly for a potential resolution. 
Johnson of Louisiana marched on, saying he had been willing to take the risk to approve the foreign aid, believing it was important for the U.S. to back Ukraine against Russia's invasion and explaining he wanted to be on the "right side of history."
In a highly unusual move, the speaker received a boost from Democrats led by Rep. Hakeem Jeffries of New York, whose leadership team had said it was time to "turn the page" on the GOP turmoil and vote to table Greene's resolution -- almost ensuring Johnson's job is saved, for now. 
"Our decision to stop Marjorie Taylor Greene from plunging the country into further chaos is rooted in our commitment to solve problems," Jeffries said after the vote.

    


Trump had also weighed in after Johnson trekked to Mar-a-Lago last month for support, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee giving the speaker his nod of approval. And Trump's hand-picked leader at the Republican National Committee urged House Republicans off the move.
Ahead of House voting, Trump said on social media, "I absolutely love Marjorie Taylor Greene," but he said Republicans need to be fighting now to defeat Democrats in the November election. He urged Republicans to table Greene's motion.
"At some point, we may very well be, but this is not the time," Trump said, to oust the speaker.
The move now poses its own political risks for Greene, a high-profile provocateur who has moved to the forefront of the party with her own massive following and proximity to Trump. 
Greene was determined to force her colleagues to be on the record with their vote - putting them in the politically uncomfortable position of backing the speaker and seen as joining forces with Democrats to save him. 

    


"I'm proud of what I did today," Greene said afterward on the Capitol steps.
While reporters and camera crews crowded around Greene and ally Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., a group of other Republicans gathered on the steps trying to shift the attention away from her and make their own views known.
Rep. Dusty Johnson, R-S.D., said of those trying to remove the speaker, "They're pretty good at getting attention, but they have not been recognized for their ability to get things done."
He said if they keep pushing to oust the speaker, "I think you can expect more of the same: Failure."
Reps. Carlos Gimenez, a Florida Republican, said of Greene: "She doesn't represent the Republican Party. I'm tired of of this being the face or the voice of the party and getting attention. That's all she wants, is the attention."

    


Rep. Mike Lawler, R-N.Y., called for Greene and Massie to be punished for their actions.
Had Democrats not taken the unusual move to help, the vote would most likely have ended differently for Johnson who holds one of the slimmest majorities in the House in modern times, with no votes to spare. 
Last year, the House chamber was hurled into chaos when eight Republicans voted to remove McCarthy from the speaker's office and Democrats declined to help save him. 
Ousting McCarthy resulted in a nearly monthlong search for a new GOP leader, bringing the chamber to a standstill with an episode Republicans wanted to avoid ahead of the November election.
__
Associated Press writers Stephen Groves, Mary Clare Jalonick, Michelle Price and Farnoush Amiri contributed to this report.
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Police clear pro-Palestinian protest camp and arrest 33 at DC campus as mayor's hearing is canceled

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University Wednesday and arrested demonstrators, hours after dozens marched to the school president's home
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            Police clear Pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University

        
        
            Police have begun to clear a Pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University in Washington, D.C., hours after dozens of protesters left the site and marched to President Ellen Granberg's home. 
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            Police clear pro-Palestinian tent encampment at University of Chicago

        
        
            Police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at the University of Chicago early Tuesday. They blocked access to the Quad as law enforcement dismantled the encampment but within a few hours stepped aside to allow protesters back in.
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Police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at the University of Chicago early Tuesday. They blocked access to the Quad as law enforcement dismantled the encampment but within a few hours stepped aside to allow protesters back in.
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            Pro-Palestinian protesters knock down barrier at MIT

        
        
            At the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, police restricted access to a pro-Palestinian encampment, but protesters rushed through fencing and linked arms around the area where more than a dozen tents still stood. (AP video by Rodrique Ngowi)(AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Demonstrators clash with the officers from the Metropolitan Police Department at George Washington University in Washington, early Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at the university and arrested demonstrators early Wednesday, hours after dozens marched to the home of the school's president. (Sage Russell/GW Hatchet via AP)]
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[image: Officers of the Metropolitan Police Department pepper spray demonstrators at George Washington University in Washington, early Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at the university and arrested demonstrators early Wednesday, hours after dozens marched to the home of the school's president. (Sage Russell/GW Hatchet via AP)]
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[image: A police officer stands guard blocking pro-Palestinian protesters from returning to their encampment as the encampment is dismantled at the University of Chicago, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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[image: Workers carry student tents to a dump truck after police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University early Wednesday and arrested demonstrators, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: A George Washington University student speaks during a news conference after police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University early Wednesday and arrested demonstrators, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Pro-Palestinian supporters gather outside Harris County Jail after two people were arrested following a pro-Palestinian encampment on University of Houston campus on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Houston. (Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 22 | Pro-Palestinian supporters gather outside Harris County Jail after two people were arrested following a pro-Palestinian encampment on University of Houston campus on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Houston. (Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 22
Pro-Palestinian supporters gather outside Harris County Jail after two people were arrested following a pro-Palestinian encampment on University of Houston campus on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Houston. (Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pro-Palestinian supporters gather outside Harris County Jail after two people were arrested following a pro-Palestinian encampment on University of Houston campus on Wednesday, May 8, 2024 in Houston. (Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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Pro-Palestinian supporters gather outside Harris County Jail after two people were arrested following a pro-Palestinian encampment on University of Houston campus on Wednesday, May 8, 2024 in Houston. (Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sen. Steve Daines, R-Mont., left, talks after a policy luncheon on Capitol Hill Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich., gives a hug to a George Washington University student who was arrested at the encampment this morning after she spoke during a news conference at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington, after police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University early Wednesday and arrested demonstrators. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Rep. Cori Bush, D-Mo., and Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich., accompanied by George Washington University students speaks during a news conference at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington, after police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University early Wednesday and arrested demonstrators. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: People holding a banner attend a news conference after police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University early Wednesday and arrested demonstrators, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: GW associate professor Peter Calloway speaks during a news conference after police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University early Wednesday and arrested demonstrators, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: American University professor Barbara Wien speaks during a news conference after police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University early Wednesday and arrested demonstrators, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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American University professor Barbara Wien speaks during a news conference after police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University early Wednesday and arrested demonstrators, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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[image: Members of law enforcement place a person in handcuffs, Tuesday, May 7, 2024, on the University of Massachusetts Amherst campus, in Amherst, Mass. Police moved in Tuesday night to break up an encampment at the school in what appeared in video to be an hours-long operation as dozens of police officers in riot gear systematically tore down tents and took protesters into custody. The protesters established the tent encampment to demonstrate against the war in Gaza. (Kalinka Kornacki via AP)]
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[image: Members of law enforcement place people in handcuffs, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, on the University of Massachusetts Amherst campus, in Amherst, Mass. Police moved in Tuesday night to break up an encampment at the school in what appeared in video to be a hours-long operation as dozens of police officers in riot gear systematically tore down tents and took protesters into custody. The protesters established the tent encampment to demonstrate against the war in Gaza. (Kalinka Kornacki via AP)]
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[image: Members of law enforcement form a line, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, on the University of Massachusetts Amherst campus, in Amherst, Mass. Police moved in Tuesday night to break up an encampment at the school, in what appeared in video to be a hours-long operation as dozens of police officers in riot gear systematically tore down tents and took protesters into custody. The protesters established the tent encampment to demonstrate against the war in Gaza. (Kalinka Kornacki via AP)]
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[image: Members of law enforcement form a line Wednesday, May 8, 2024, on the University of Massachusetts Amherst campus, in Amherst, Mass. Police moved in Tuesday night to break up an encampment at the school in what appeared in video to be an hours-long operation as dozens of police officers in riot gear systematically tore down tents and took protesters into custody. The protesters established the tent encampment to demonstrate against the war in Gaza. (Kalinka Kornacki via AP)]
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[image: Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich., accompanied by George Washington University students speaks during a news conference at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington, after police cleared a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University early Wednesday and arrested demonstrators. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: The George Washington University yard is seen cleaned after workers carried away students tents after police cleared the encampment as they were protesting over the Israel-Hamas war on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Police used pepper spray to clear a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at George Washington University and arrested dozens of demonstrators on Wednesday just as city officials were set to appear before hostile lawmakers in Congress to account for their handling of the 2-week-old protest.

The House Committee on Oversight and Accountability canceled the hearing after the crackdown, with its chairman and other Republicans welcoming the police action. House Speaker Mike Johnson said, "it should not require threatening to haul D.C.'s mayor before Congress to keep Jewish students at George Washington University safe."

Mayor Muriel Bowser, a Democrat, said she and Metropolitan Police Chief Pamela Smith decided to clear the camp because of signs that "the protest was becoming more volatile and less stable." Among them were indications that protesters had "gathered improvised weapons" and were "casing" university buildings with the possible intention of occupying them, police said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


But Moataz Salim, a Palestinian student at George Washington who has family in Gaza, said the authorities merely "destroyed a beautiful community space that was all about love."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"Less than 10 hours ago, I was pepper sprayed and assaulted by police," he told a news conference held by organizers. "And why? Because we decided to pitch some tents, hold community activities and learn from each other. We built something incredible. We built something game-changing."

    



Tensions have ratcheted up in standoffs with protesters of the Israel-Hamas war on campuses across the United States and increasingly in Europe. Some colleges cracked down immediately. Others have tolerated the demonstrations. Some have begun to lose patience and call in the police over concerns about disruptions to campus life and safety.

Police also moved in Tuesday night to break up an encampment at the University of Massachusetts. Video from the scene in Amherst showed an hourslong operation as dozens of officers in riot gear systematically tore down tents and took protesters into custody. The operation continued into early Wednesday. Police said about 130 people were arrested after protesters refused orders to disperse.

"I found it to be a complete overreaction," said Lucas Ruud, editor-in-chief of The Massachusetts Daily Collegian. "It was a completely unnecessary show of force." The staff of the college newspaper counted more than 100 police vehicles on campus for the crackdown.





In Washington, police said they arrested 33 people at the George Washington protest, including for assault on a police officer and unlawful entry. They confirmed they used pepper spray outside the encampment against protesters who were trying to break police lines and enter. 

Two Democratic lawmakers appeared at a news conference with five of the students who had been arrested. "I want all Republicans and Democrats to know that they cannot arrest their way out of this growing dissent," said Rep. Rashida Tlaib of Michigan. "This was an explicit attempt to repress students exercising their First Amendment rights."

Rep. Cori Bush of Missouri said that "those who refuse to stop the genocide in Gaza think they can arrest and brutalize their way out of this."

    



The school said in a statement that while it is committed to free expression, "the encampment had evolved into an unlawful activity, with participants in direct violation of multiple university policies and city regulations." It said later that normal operations had resumed after the "orderly and safe operation" to disperse the demonstrators.

President Joe Biden's press secretary, Karine Jean-Pierre, said the president believes the right to dissent is "fundamental to who we are, but it cannot lead to disorder and violence, threats, vandalism, trespassing and/or shutting down campuses. Students have the right to be safe, and antisemitism is repugnant, and we've been very clear about that."

Throughout the roughly two weeks of the encampment, the scene had been largely tranquil. 

The tightly organized demonstrators and pro-Israeli counterprotesters who stood along the edges interacted without serious conflict. Some of the most charged confrontations involved people objecting to the treatment of a George Washington statue, wrapped with Palestinian scarves and flags with "Genocidal Warmonger University" spray-painted on its base. 

Since April 18, about 2,800 people have been arrested on 50 campuses -- figures based on Associated Press reporting and statements from universities and law enforcement agencies after this latest anti-war movement was launched by a protest at Columbia University in New York.

    



At other U.S. schools:

-- Student protesters at the University of Vermont ended their nine-day encampment Wednesday. Among their demands, protesters wanted the school to cancel Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, as commencement speaker because of U.S. votes blocking cease-fire resolutions. The school said Friday that Thomas-Greenfield would not give the address.

-- A pro-Palestinian tent encampment was cleared by officers in riot gear at the University of Chicago on Tuesday after administrators who initially adopted a permissive approach said the protesters had crossed a line. Hundreds of protesters had gathered for at least eight days until administrators warned them Friday to leave or face removal.

    



-- The president of Wesleyan University, a liberal arts school in Connecticut, commended the on-campus demonstration, which includes a pro-Palestinian tent encampment, as an act of political expression. The camp there has grown from about 20 tents a week ago to more than 100. "The protesters' cause is important -- bringing attention to the killing of innocent people," university President Michael Roth wrote to the campus community. "And we continue to make space for them to do so, as long as that space is not disruptive to campus operations."

-- The Rhode Island School of Design's president, Crystal Williams, spent more than five hours with protesters discussing their demands after students started occupying a building Monday. On Tuesday the school announced it was relocating classes from the building.

-- New York City police arrested 50 people outside the Fashion Institute of Technology on Tuesday evening after protesters who had been rallying nearby arrived to support a student encampment.

In Amherst, school Chancellor Javier Reyes said he ordered the sweep after talks over a wide range of demands failed to yield an agreement to dismantle the encampment and engage in "constructive discussions."

    



A week ago, the George Washington encampment was host to a somewhat chaotic visit from several Republican members of the House oversight panel who criticized the protests and condemned Bowser's refusal at that point to send in police.

 "We did not have any violence to interrupt on the GW campus," she said then.

But in the early hours of Wednesday, hundreds of Metropolitan Police Department officers descended on the scene, reported The GW Hatchet, the university's student newspaper.

At least two officers deployed pepper spray on protesters, who then set up an impromptu medical area at a nearby market, the paper said. Organizers ran to a convenience store to buy water to rinse their eyes.

The oversight hearing, now scrapped, was another pressure point in the fraught relationship between Republicans in Congress and officials in the heavily Democratic district. Former President Donald Trump has threatened a federal "takeover" of the city, to control crime, if he wins back the White House.

The district is already a federal enclave, though with a measure of self-government and its own police department, over which the federal government can exert control in some emergencies.

___

Associated Press journalists around the U.S. and the world contributed, including Charles Rex Arbogast, Pat Eaton-Robb, Steve LeBlanc, Jeff Amy, Christopher Weber, Mike Corder, Barbara Surk, Rick Callahan, Sarah Brumfield and Pietro de Cristofaro.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/campus-protests-george-washington-encampment-eac5c1cc396551bee1b110b48a94aefd



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biden lauds new Microsoft center on the same site where Trump's Foxconn project failed

    Biden lauds new Microsoft center on the same site where Trump's Foxconn project failed

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: President Joe Biden delivers remarks on his "Investing in America agenda" at Gateway Technical College, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sturtevant, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: President Joe Biden meets with campaign volunteers at the Dr. John Bryant Community Center, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Racine, Wis. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden delivers remarks at a campaign event, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Racine, Wis. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden is greeted by Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, Racine Mayor Cory Mason, Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley, and Racine County Executive Jonathan Delagrave, as he arrives at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | President Joe Biden is greeted by Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, Racine Mayor Cory Mason, Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley, and Racine County Executive Jonathan Delagrave, as he arrives at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 10
President Joe Biden is greeted by Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, Racine Mayor Cory Mason, Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley, and Racine County Executive Jonathan Delagrave, as he arrives at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Joe Biden is greeted by Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, Racine Mayor Cory Mason, Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley, and Racine County Executive Jonathan Delagrave, as he arrives at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | President Joe Biden is greeted by Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, Racine Mayor Cory Mason, Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley, and Racine County Executive Jonathan Delagrave, as he arrives at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 10
President Joe Biden is greeted by Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, Racine Mayor Cory Mason, Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley, and Racine County Executive Jonathan Delagrave, as he arrives at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By COLLEEN LONG and SEUNG MIN KIM

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        STURTEVANT, Wis. (AP) -- President Joe Biden on Wednesday laced into Donald Trump over a failed project in the previous administration that was supposed to bring thousands of new jobs into southeastern Wisconsin and trumpeted new economic investments under his watch that are coming to the same spot. 
That location in the battleground state will now be the site of a new data center from Microsoft, whose president credited the Biden administration's economic policies for paving the way for the new investments. For Biden, it offered another point of contrast between him and Trump, who had promised a $10 billion investment by the Taiwan-based electronics giant Foxconn that never came. 
"In fact, he came here with your senator, Ron Johnson, literally holding a golden shovel, promising to build the eighth wonder of the world. You kidding me?" Biden told the crowd of about 300 people, who clapped and cheered loudly as he spoke. "Look what happened. They dug a hole with those golden shovels, and then they fell into it."

    


Noting that 100 homes were destroyed to make way for the project, which wasted hundreds of millions of dollars, Biden added a jab: "Foxconn turned out to be just that -- a con. Go figure."




Biden was in Sturtevant, in Racine County, to promote the $3.3 billion Microsoft data center, which the Democratic president said will employ about 2,300 union construction workers to build it and then 2,000 permanent employees to staff it. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Microsoft President Brad Smith said in an interview with The Associated Press that Microsoft had a "steadfast commitment to under-promising and over-delivering" and praised the Biden administration and the state's Democratic governor, Tony Evers, for economic policies that set the stage for the developments announced Wednesday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But Biden was eager to take the credit and use the opportunity to repeatedly take swings at Trump, arguing that his presumptive Republican challenger embraced the same type of "trickle-down economics" that Biden abhors and failed to revive domestic manufacturing during his four years in the White House. 

    


"Folks, during the previous administration, my predecessor made promises, which he broke more than kept, left a lot of people behind in communities like Racine," Biden said. "On my watch, we make promises, and we keep promises."
Trump's campaign didn't address Foxconn, but the Republican former president often says the economy was in a much better position when he was in office and will be again should he win in 2024. Republican National Committee chairman Michael Whatley said Biden's trip was an attempt to "save face in Racine County as Wisconsinites feel the pain of Bidenomics."
"Manufacturing has stalled, family farms are shuttering, and costs are up for everything from electricity and gas to food and housing," Whatley said. "It's no wonder why Biden is losing in Wisconsin and battleground states across the country: his policies have failed and people want President Trump back in office."
Foxconn, meanwhile, said its current Wisconsin operation "greatly contributes" to the company, which has invested roughly $1 billion in the state and now employs more than 1,000 people at Foxconn Wisconsin.

    


Wisconsin Republican U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil, who represents the district where Biden was visiting Wednesday, said the Microsoft announcement was good for workers. But Steil said Biden is using it to hide his record on failing to control rising inflation and said Biden was taking credit for private-sector work in the region that began a decade ago, much of it for the Foxconn project. 
As for Trump, he was back in Florida on his day off from his New York hush money trial on Wednesday, meeting at his Mar-a-Lago club with people who, as part of a promotion, bought digital trading card NFTs, or non-fungible tokens, according to a person familiar with the matter who was not authorized to publicly discuss it. The "MugShot Edition" NFTs featured images of Trump as a cowboy, with lightning coming out of his hands, walking by the U.S. Capitol and taking the place of Lincoln at the Lincoln Memorial.

    


Later, Biden met with about 50 Black supporters and volunteers at a community center in nearby Racine, noting that he first got into politics "because of the African-American community."
He also briefly laid out the stakes for the election, warning of the potential risk to democracy and Trump's threats to "get rid of all the stuff that we've done." 
Racine County is a critical location. All but five of the past 33 winning presidential candidates carried it. Trump is one of the five. He won Racine County but lost the election. Biden was the first Democrat since 1976 to win Wisconsin without carrying Racine County.
The race is expected to be close in Wisconsin, where four of the past six presidential elections have been decided by less than a percentage point. Biden won by just under 21,000 votes in 2020. A recent Marquette University poll showed that Republican voters in Wisconsin are somewhat more enthusiastic about the election than Democrats.

    


Biden also went to Chicago on Wednesday for a fundraiser, telling his donors that he doesn't think the polls showing poor approval ratings for him are accurate. But he used the event to further attack Trump in a sign that he sees November's election as hinging on how people feel about his predecessor, not necessarily Biden's own track record.
Biden's trip to Wisconsin -- his fourth of the year and 11th as president -- came as his reelection also sharpened its outreach to minority voters on the airwaves. It announced the launch of a new, $14 million digital and television blitz that follows the $30 million effort that began after his State of the Union address in early March. 
One of the new ads in the latest ad campaign focuses on Trump's failed yet determined push to repeal the Affordable Care Act. A significant portion of the $14 million campaign starting Wednesday will go into Black and Hispanic media, as well as Asian American print and radio, according to the campaign. 
By the end of May, Biden's reelection effort will have more than 200 offices and roughly 500 staff members in place, according to Dan Kanninen, the campaign's battleground director. Those figures include offices in areas that traditionally haven't seen investments by Democrats in pockets of Michigan, Arizona and North Carolina.
While Microsoft has been ramping up artificial intelligence-driven data center construction around the world, "this one is more important than many because there is more land and ultimately access to power available," said Smith, who as a child lived in the area where the center is being built. 
Once in operation, however, even the most powerful data centers typically employ a relatively small group of full-time employees to oversee them. Microsoft will have about 500, pulling from highly skilled workers in the corridor between Milwaukee and Chicago, Smith said.
___
Kim reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Michelle L. Price in New York, Scott Bauer in Wisconsin and Matt O'Brien in Providence, Rhode Island, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biden-microsoft-tech-election-2024-ec3501d041d7b8b563563b22fcc23db5
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Palestinians flee chaos and panic in Rafah after Israel's seizure of border crossing

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dozens of Palestinians fled central Rafah Wednesday following Israel's ground invasions and evacuation order of the city's eastern suburbs. Residents were seen packing up their belongings in bags that were loaded on cars and carts heading in different directions seeking safety. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Major Rafah hospital forced to evacuate as fighting intensifies in Gaza

        
        
            Fighting between Israel and Hamas forced the evacuation of Abu Youssef al-Najjar Hospital, one of the main medical centers receiving people wounded in airstrikes on Rafah in recent weeks, as Israeli troops seized control of the vital Rafah border crossing in southern Gaza. (AP Video shot by Mariam Daggah) (Produced by Wafaa Shurafa)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Major Rafah hospital forced to evacuate as fighting intensifies in Gaza
Fighting between Israel and Hamas forced the evacuation of Abu Youssef al-Najjar Hospital, one of the main medical centers receiving people wounded in airstrikes on Rafah in recent weeks, as Israeli troops seized control of the vital Rafah border crossing in southern Gaza. (AP Video shot by Mariam Daggah) (Produced by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Palestinian displaced in Muwasi camp suffer harsh conditions

        
        
            Thousands of people who fled eastern parts of the southern city of Rafah in the Gaza Strip to the relatively safe area of Muwasi, further north, are suffering harsh conditions and a lack of services. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh, Wafaa Shurafa)
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Thousands of people who fled eastern parts of the southern city of Rafah in the Gaza Strip to the relatively safe area of Muwasi, further north, are suffering harsh conditions and a lack of services. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh, Wafaa Shurafa)
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    [image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)
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Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)
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[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)]
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Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)
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[image: Palestinian medics treat a girl that was wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at the Kuwaiti Hospital in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)]
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Palestinian medics treat a girl that was wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at the Kuwaiti Hospital in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)]
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Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)
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[image: Palestinians flee from the eastern side of the southern Gaza city of Rafah after the Israeli army orders them to evacuate ahead of a military operation, in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Monday, May 6, 2024. The order affects tens of thousands of people and could signal a broader invasion of Rafah, which Israel has identified as Hamas' last major stronghold after seven months of war. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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Palestinians flee from the eastern side of the southern Gaza city of Rafah after the Israeli army orders them to evacuate ahead of a military operation, in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Monday, May 6, 2024. The order affects tens of thousands of people and could signal a broader invasion of Rafah, which Israel has identified as Hamas' last major stronghold after seven months of war. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)]
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Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)
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                                        RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Tens of thousands of displaced and exhausted Palestinians have packed up their tents and other belongings from Rafah, dragging families on a new exodus.
The main hospital has shut down, leaving little care for people suffering from malnutrition, illnesses and wounds.
And with fuel and other supplies cut off, aid workers have been scrambling to help a population desperate after seven months of war.
Gaza's overcrowded southernmost city has been thrown into panic and chaos by Israel's seizure of the nearby border crossing with Egypt and as its possible full-scale invasion of Rafah looms. 
Families uprooted multiple times by the war are unsure where to go: to the half-destroyed city of Khan Younis, to points even farther north, or to an Israeli-declared "humanitarian zone" in Gaza already teeming with people with little water or supplies?

    


The past three days, streams of people on foot or in vehicles have jammed the roads out of Rafah in a confused evacuation, their belongings piled high in cars, trucks and donkey carts. All the while, Israeli bombardment has boomed and raised palls of smoke.
"The war has caught up with us even in schools. There is no safe place at all," said Nuzhat Jarjer. Her family packed on Wednesday to leave a U.N. school-turned-shelter in Rafah that was rapidly emptying of the hundreds who had lived there for months.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rafah had 250,000 residents before the war. Its population had ballooned to some 1.4 million as people from across Gaza fled there. Nearly every empty space was blanketed with tent camps, and families crammed into schools or homes with relatives. Like the rest of Gaza's population, they have been largely reliant on aid groups for food and other basics of life.
Israel on Monday issued evacuation orders for eastern parts of the city, home to some 100,000. It then sent tanks to seize the nearby Rafah crossing with Egypt, shutting it down. 

    


It remains uncertain whether Israel will launch an all-out invasion of Rafah as international efforts continue for a cease-fire. Israel has said an assault on Rafah is crucial to its goal of destroying Hamas after the militant group's Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel that left 1,200 dead and 250 as hostages in Gaza.
The United States, which opposes a Rafah invasion, has said Israel has not provided a credible plan for evacuating and protecting civilians. The war has killed over 34,800 Palestinians, according to Gaza health officials, and has driven some 80% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million Palestinians from their homes.
For now, confusion has reigned. Fearing a greater assault, Palestinians fled districts other than the eastern areas they were ordered to leave. Tens of thousands are estimated to have left, according to a U.N. official who spoke on condition of anonymity because agencies were still trying to determine precise figures.
Tent camps in some parts of Rafah have vanished, springing up again further north along main roads. New camps have filled streets, cemeteries and the beach in the central Gaza town of Deir al-Balah, 15 kilometers (10 miles) north, said Ghada Alhaddad, who works there with the aid group Oxfam. 

    


Others made their way to Khan Younis, much of which was destroyed in a months-long Israeli ground assault.
Suze van Meegen, head of operations for the Norwegian Refugee Council in Palestine, said the Rafah district where she is based "feels like a ghost town."
The Israeli military told those evacuating to go to a "humanitarian zone" it declared in Muwasi, a nearby rural area on the Mediterranean coast. The zone is already packed with some 450,000 people, according to the U.N. Few new facilities appear to be prepared, despite the military's announcements that tents, medical centers and food would be present.
The ground is covered in many places with sewage and solid waste, since there are few sanitation facilities, aid workers say. Clean water is lacking and dehydration is a major problem, with temperatures some days already reaching 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 Celsius).

    


The water quality is "horrifically bad. We tested some of the water and the fecal content ... is incredibly high," said James Smith, a British emergency doctor volunteering at the European General Hospital in nearby Khan Younis. Acute jaundice is rampant -- and probably caused by hepatitis, but there are no capabilities to test, he said.
The newly arrived struggle to find tents because of an extreme shortage among aid groups. 
Before his family left Rafah to Muwasi, Iyad al-Masry said he had to sell food received from aid groups to buy a tent for the equivalent of nearly $400.
While setting up the tent, the family smoothed the dirt ground before setting down a cradle to rock an infant in. Al-Masri said he has been searching for water and can't afford the three shekels -- a little less than $1 -- that sellers charge for a gallon of drinking water.

    


"We want to eat ... We are just waiting for God's mercy," he said.
Nick Maynard, a surgeon with Medical Aid for Palestinians who left Gaza on Monday, said two teenage girls who had survivable injuries died last week because of complications from malnutrition.
"They get this vicious cycle of malnutrition, infection, wounds breaking down, more infection, more malnutrition," said Maynard.
The number of children in Rafah who have lost one or more limbs is "staggering," said Alexandra Saieh from Save The Children. "These people cannot just pick up and relocate."
Rafah's main Youssef al-Najjar Hospital evacuated on Tuesday. Smith said staff and patients rushed out even though they weren't under evacuation orders because they feared Israeli troops would raid, just as they did hospitals in northern Gaza and Khan Younis, which were left decimated.
Israel claims Hamas used the hospitals for military purposes, an accusation Hamas and Gaza health officials deny.
Israeli tank shells Wednesday hit about 300 meters (yards) from the Kuwaiti Hospital, one of the few facilities still operating, and wounded several children, according to hospital officials.
The closure of Rafah crossing and the nearby Kerem Shalom crossing from Israel has cut off the entry of food, supplies, and fuel for aid trucks and generators. Aid groups warn they have only a few days of fuel before humanitarian operations and hospitals around Gaza begin to shut down.
Israel said Wednesday it reopened Kerem Shalom, which was shut after Hamas mortars killed four Israeli soldiers nearby, but aid groups said no trucks were entering the Gaza side. Trucks let through from Israel must be unloaded and the cargo reloaded onto trucks in Gaza, but no workers in Gaza can get to the facility to do so because it is too dangerous, the U.N. says.
Palestinian workers trying to reach the border crossing Wednesday were shot at, and several were wounded, the Israeli military said. It did not specify who opened fire but said it was investigating. Hamas also shelled in the area of Kerem Shalom on Wednesday, saying it was targeting nearby troops.
The U.N.'s World Food Program has been cut off from its Gaza food warehouse near the Rafah crossing, its deputy executive director Carl Skau said. It procured another warehouse in Deir al-Balah, but it's empty until crossings reopen, he said.
Van Meegen, of the Norwegian Refugee Council, said without more supplies, "how do we even begin to prioritize the dribble of humanitarian aid we have here when almost every single person is being forced to depend on it?"
----
El Deeb and Keath reported from Cairo. Associated Press correspondents Sam Mednick in Jerusalem and Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut contributed. 
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[image: FILE - Civil rights attorney Ben Crump speaks in the Audubon Ballroom, now part of The Malcolm X & Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial and Educational Center, in New York, on Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Deputies responding to a disturbance call at a Florida apartment complex burst into the wrong unit and fatally shot a Black U.S. Air Force airman who was home alone when they saw he was armed with a gun, an attorney for the man's family said Wednesday.
Senior Airman Roger Fortson, 23, who was based at the Special Operations Wing at Hurlburt Field, was in his off-base apartment in Fort Walton Beach when the shooting happened on May 3.
Civil rights attorney Ben Crump said in a statement that Fortson was on a Facetime call with a woman at the time of the encounter.
According to Crump, the woman, whom Crump didn't identify, said Fortson was alone in his apartment when he heard a knock at the door. He asked who was there but didn't get a response. A few minutes later, Fortson heard a louder knock but didn't see anyone when he looked through the peephole, Crump said, citing the woman's account.

    


The woman said Fortson was concerned and went to retrieve his gun, which Crump said was legally owned.
As Fortson walked back through his living room, deputies burst through the door, saw that Fortson was armed and shot him six times, according to Crump's statement. The woman said Fortson was on the ground, saying, "I can't breathe," after he was shot, Crump said.




Fortson died at a hospital, officials said. The deputy involved in the shooting was placed on administrative leave pending an investigation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The woman said Fortson wasn't causing a disturbance during their Facetime call and believes that the deputies must have had the wrong apartment, Crump's statement said.
"The circumstances surrounding Roger's death raise serious questions that demand immediate answers from authorities, especially considering the alarming witness statement that the police entered the wrong apartment," Crump said.
"We are calling for transparency in the investigation into Roger's death and the immediate release of body cam video to the family," Crump said. "His family and the public deserve to know what occurred in the moments leading up to this tragedy."

    


Crump is a nationally known attorney based in Tallahassee, Florida. He has been involved in multiple high-profile law enforcement shooting cases involving Black people, including those of Ahmaud Arbery, Trayvon Martin, Breonna Taylor, Tyre Nichols and George Floyd. 
Crump and Fortson's family plan to speak at a news conference in Fort Walton Beach on Thursday morning.
The Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office didn't immediately respond to an email or voicemail from The Associated Press seeking comment about Crump's claims. But Sheriff Eric Aden posted a statement on Facebook Wednesday afternoon expressing sadness about the shooting.
"At this time, we humbly ask for our community's patience as we work to understand the facts that resulted in this tragic event," Aden said.
The sheriff's office said in a statement last week that a deputy responding to a call of a disturbance in progress at the apartment complex reacted in self-defense after encountering an armed man. The office did not offer details on what kind of disturbance deputies were responding to or who called them.

    


The sheriff's office also declined to immediately identify the responding deputies or their races. Officials said earlier this week that the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and the local State Attorney's Office will investigate the shooting. 
FDLE spokeswoman Gretl Plessinger told The Associated Press on Wednesday that it is highly unlikely the agency will have any further comment until the investigation is complete.
Fortson was assigned to the 4th Special Operations Squadron as a special missions aviator, where one of his roles as a member of the squadron's AC-130J Ghostrider aircrew was to load the gunship's 30mm and 105mm cannons during missions. 
Fortson's death draws striking similarities to other Black people killed in recent years by police in their homes, in circumstances that involved officers responding to the wrong address or responding to service calls with wanton uses of deadly force.

    


In 2018, a white former Dallas police offer fatally shot Botham Jean, an unarmed Black man, after mistaking his apartment for her own. Amber Guyger, the former officer, was found guilty of murder the following year and was sentenced to 10 years in prison.
In 2019, a white former Fort Worth, Texas, officer fatally shot Atatiana Jefferson through a rear window of her home after responding to a nonemergency call reporting that Jefferson's front door was open. Aaron Dean, the former officer, was found guilty of manslaughter in 2022 and was sentenced to nearly 12 years in prison.
Crump has represented families in both cases as part of his ongoing effort to force accountability for the killings of Black people at the hands of police.
"What I'm trying to do, as much as I can, even sometimes singlehandedly, is increase the value of Black life," Crump told The Associated Press in 2021 following the conviction a former Minneapolis officer in the murder of George Floyd.
Fort Walton Beach is between Panama City Beach and Pensacola in the Florida Panhandle.
____
Associated Press reporters Curt Anderson in St. Petersburg, Florida, and Aaron Morrison in New York contributed to this story.
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Fans are following Taylor Swift to Europe after finding Eras Tour tickets less costly there

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands of Taylor Swift fans are following her across the pond after missing out on her U.S. concert tour last year or being put off by marked-up ticket prices.


                
                
    Videos
                    2                   
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    





 


    
        
        

        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                0:59

            
        

    
    
        
            Taylor Swift's US fans are flying to Europe for cheaper Eras Tour tickets
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        Taylor Swift's US fans are flying to Europe for cheaper Eras Tour tickets
Thousands of Taylor Swift fans are following her across the pond after missing out on her U.S. concert tour last year or being put off by marked-up ticket prices.
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            Taylor Swift fans in London seek out pub name-checked on new album

        
        
            Taylor Swift fans drinking at The Black Dog in Vauxhall, south London, said they were there thanks to the track "The Black Dog," in which the singer describes monitoring an unnamed ex's visit "into some bar called The Black Dog," through location share on her phone.
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    [image: In this image taken from video, fans pose with a life-size image of Taylor Swift at a club that plays only Swift's music in Gothenburg, Sweden, on Tuesday, April 30th, 2024. Swift is scheduled to kick off the 18-city Europe leg of her record-setting Eras Tour on Thursday, May 9, 2024. There will be three shows in Stockholm. (AP Photo/Chisato Tanaka)]
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[image: Taylor Swift fan Brodie MacArthur from east London poses with a friend's dog next to a sign featuring Taylor Swift lyrics outside The Black Dog pub in Vauxhall, London, Saturday, May 4, 2024. As Taylor Swift prepares to launch the Europe leg of her blockbuster Eras tour, thousands of her fans from the U.S. and Canada are following her across the pond. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: Drinks are prepared in the Black Dog pub, thought to be mentioned in a Taylor Swift song, in London, Saturday, May 4, 2024. As Taylor Swift prepares to launch the Europe leg of her blockbuster Eras tour, thousands of her fans from the U.S. and Canada are following her across the pond. Some Swifties decided to see Swift in one of the 18 cities on the pop star's tour after noticing that tighter restrictions on ticket fees and scalping in Europe made seeing Miss Americana perform abroad less of a splurge. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: FILE - Taylor Swift performs at the Monumental stadium during her Eras Tour concert in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Nov. 9, 2023. Swift is scheduled to kick off the 18-city Europe leg of her record-setting Eras Tour on Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)]
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[image: In this image taken from video, Friends Arena in Stockholm, Sweden, is shown on Wednesday, April 24th, 2024. Taylor Swift is scheduled to kick off the 18-city Europe leg of her record-setting Eras Tour, with three shows in Stockholm, on Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Chisato Tanaka)]
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[image: In this image taken from video, Taylor Swift fans sing and dance at a nightclub event called 'Ready for It' that only plays Swift's music in Gothenburg, Sweden, on Tuesday, April 30th, 2024. Swift is scheduled to kick off the 18-city Europe leg of her record-setting Eras Tour on Thursday, May 9, 2024. There will be three shows in Stockholm. (AP Photo/Chisato Tanaka)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Thousands of ride-or-die Taylor Swift fans who missed out on her U.S. concert tour last year or didn't want to buy exorbitantly priced tickets to see her again found an out-of-the-way solution: Fly to Europe.
The pop star is scheduled to kick off the 18-city Europe leg of her record-setting Eras Tour in Paris on Thursday, and planeloads of Swifties plan to follow Miss Americana across the pond in the coming weeks. The arena where Swift is appearing said Americans bought 20% of the tickets for her four sold-out shows. Stockholm, the tour's next stop, expects about 10,000 concertgoers from the U.S. 
A concert might sound like an odd raison d'etre for visiting a foreign country, especially when fans can watch the Eras Tour from home via the documentary now streaming on Disney+. Yet online travel company Expedia says continent-hopping by Swift's devotees is part of a larger trend it dubbed "tour tourism" while observing a pattern that emerged during Beyonce's Renaissance world tour. 

    


Some North American fans who plan to fly overseas for the Eras Tour said they justified the expense after noticing that tighter restrictions on ticket fees and resales in Europe made seeing Swift perform abroad no more costly -- and potentially cheaper -- than catching her closer to home. 
"They said, 'Wait a minute, I can either spend $1,500 to go see my favorite artist in Miami, or I can take that $1,500 and buy a concert ticket, a round-trip plane ticket, and three nights in a hotel room," Melanie Fish, an Expedia spokesperson and travel expert, said.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That was the experience of Jennifer Warren, 43, who lives in St. Catharines, a city in the Niagara region of Ontario. She and her 11-year-old son love Swift but had no luck scoring what she considered as decently priced tickets in the U.S. Undeterred, Warren and her husband decided to plan a European vacation around wherever she managed to get seats. It turned out to be Hamburg, Germany.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Fans are following Taylor Swift to Europe after finding Eras Tour tickets less costly there
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports Taylor Swift is heading to Europe, and her U.S. fans are following.

    


    


"You get out, you get to see the world, and you get to see your favorite artist or performer at the same time, so there are a lot of wins to it," said Warren, who works as the director of research and innovation for a mutual insurance company.
The three VIP tickets she secured close to the stage -- "I would call it brute-force dumb luck" -- cost 600 euros ($646) each. Swift subsequently announced six November tour dates in Toronto, within driving distance of Warren's home. "Absolute nose-bleed seats" already are going for 3,000 Canadian dollars ($2,194) on secondary resale sites like Viagogo, Warren said. 
TOUR TOURISM: IS IT REALLY A THING?
Hard-core fans trailing their favorite singer or band on tour is not a new phenomenon. "Groupie" emerged in the late 1960s as a somewhat derogatory word for the ardent followers of rock bands. Deadheads took to the road in the 1970s to pursue the Grateful Dead from city to city.
More recently, music festivals like California's Coachella and England's Glastonbury, and concert residencies in Las Vegas by the likes of Elton John, Lady Gaga and Adele, have attracted travelers to places they wouldn't otherwise visit, Fish noted.

    


Travel and entertainment analysts have also spoken of a pent-up consumer demand for "experiences" over material objects since the coronavirus pandemic. Some think the willingness of music lovers to broaden their fandom horizons is part of the same mass cultural correction.
"It does seem like it's more than a structural shift, maybe a personality transformation we all went through," said Natalia Lechmanova, the chief Europe economist for the Mastercard Economics Institute.
As Swift hopscotches across Europe, Lechmanova expects restaurants and hotels to see the same boost that Mastercard observed within a 2.5-mile (4-kilometer) radius of concert venues in the U.S. cities she visited in 2023. The U.S. dollar's strong value against the euro may also increase retail spending on apparel, memorabilia, beauty products and supplies for the friendship bracelets fans exchange as part of the Eras Tour experience, the economist said.

    


Former college roommates Lizzy Hale, 34, who lives in Los Angeles, and Mitch Goulding, 33, who lives in Austin, Texas, already had tickets to see the Eras Tour in L.A. last summer when they decided to try to get ones for Paris, London or Edinburgh, Scotland, too. They saw a Europe concert trip as a makeup for travel plans they had in May 2020 to celebrate Goulding's birthday but had to cancel due to the pandemic. 
Goulding managed to secure VIP tickets for one of Swift's three Stockholm shows. He, Hale and two other friends scheduled a 10-day trip that also includes time in Amsterdam and Copenhagen.
"As people who enjoy traveling and enjoy music, if you can find an opportunity to combine the two, it's really special," said Hale, who is pregnant with her first child. 
FOR STOCKHOLM, 120,000 SWIFTIES CAN'T BE WRONG
The local economic impact of what the zeitgeist has termed "Swiftonomics" and the "Swift lift" can be considerable. It's no wonder the exclusive arrangement Singapore's government made with Swift to make the city-state her only tour stop in Southeast Asia earlier this year aroused regional jealousy.

    


No European governments have complained of their countries not being among the dozen selected for the Europe leg of the Eras Tour, although some fans have expressed surprise that Gelsenkirchen, a city with a population of about 264,000 is one of the three cities in Germany that made the cut. 
Airbnb reported Tuesday that searches on its platform for the U.K. cities where Swift is performing in June and August -- Edinburgh, Liverpool, Cardiff and London -- increased an average of 337% when tickets went on sale last summer. 
Not to be outdone when it comes to trend-spotting, the property rentals company cited the demand as an example of "passion tourism," or travel "driven by concerts, sports and other cultural events."
In Stockholm, 120,000 out-of-towners from 130 countries -- among them 10,000 from the U.S. -- are expected to swarm Sweden's capital this month, Stockholm Chamber of Commerce Chief Economist Carl Bergqvist said. Stockholm is the only Scandinavian city on Swift's tour, and airlines added extra flights from nearby Denmark, Finland and Norway to bring people to the May 17-19 shows, he said. 
The city's 40,000 hotel rooms are sold out even though prices skyrocketed for the tour dates, Bergqvist said. Concert visitors are expected to pump around 500 million Swedish kroner, or over $46 million, into the local economy over the course of their stays, an estimate that does not include what they paid for Swift tickets or to get to Sweden, he said. 
"So this is going to be huge for the tourism sector in Sweden and Stockholm in particular," Bergqvist said.
Nightclubs, restaurants and bars are seizing the opportunity to cater to fans with Taylor Swift-themed events, such as karaoke, quizzes and after-concert dance parties.
Houston resident Caroline Matlock, 29, saw Swift more than a year ago when the Eras Tour came to the Texas city. Now she's making more friendship bracelets and trying to learn a few words of Swedish as she prepares to see the 3 1/2-hour show in Stockholm. The idea of seeing Swift in Europe was her friend's, and Matlock needed some persuading at first. 
"I was like, 'I only want to go if it's a country I haven't been to. I've seen Taylor Swift,'" she said. 
Visiting the Scandinavian cities of Oslo and Gothenburg is on their itinerary. The concert is the last night of the trip and Matlock looks forward to interacting with Swifties from other countries: "Americans tend to have a very obsessive culture, especially Taylor Swift-related, so I'm curious if the crowd will be more toned-down." 
WILL TOUR TOURISM ENDURE AFTER ERAS? 
It remains to be seen if the music tourism trend has legs as long and strong as Swift's and Beyonce's, and if it will carry over to Billie Eilish, Usher and other artists with world tours scheduled next year. Expedia's Fish thinks other big-name artists in Europe this summer will prove that booking a foreign trip around a concert is catching on. 
Kat Morga, a travel consultant based in Nashville, isn't so sure. Morga saw Swift perform in Nashville last year and helped two clients with school-aged children book European family vacations this summer that include seeing Swift in concert. But she thinks the difficulty of navigating ticket purchases through language barriers, currency conversions, international banking regulations and the risk of cancellations will limit the appeal of regular gig getaways. 
"I think this is an anomaly," Morga said. "People aren't typically going to build their $20,000 huge family vacation only because Taylor Swift is there. She's the one-off. She's special."
Booking Holdings CEO Glenn Fogel, whose company operates Booking.com, priceline.com, agoda.com, Kayak and OpenTable, is even less enthusiastic about concert tours as a tourism instigator. The Swift Effect causes a "little blip" when the superstar goes to smaller destinations, but for the worldwide travel industry, "one star touring around does not make a difference," he said. 
"It may just shift it a little bit. A person was going to go to the Caribbean for a week vacation. Instead that person (says), 'Let's travel to the Taylor Swift thing,'" Fogel said. "It doesn't increase it. It just moves it from here to there."
___
AP journalists Colleen Barry in Milan, Chisato Tanaka in Stockholm, Anne D'Innocenzio in New York, David Koenig in Dallas, Thomas Adamson in Paris and Brian Melley in London contributed reporting. 
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Why the US paused the delivery of 2,000-pound bombs to Israel ahead of a possible Rafah attack

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has confirmed the U.S. paused a shipment of bombs to Israel last week over concerns the country was approaching a decision to launch a full-scale assault on the southern Gaza city of Rafah against the wishes of the U.S.
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    [image: Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin speaks during a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 1 | Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin speaks during a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 1
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin speaks during a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By TARA COPP

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As it targets Hamas' underground tunnels in Gaza, Israel has relied on powerful 2,000-pound bombs provided by the United States. But now those deliveries are on hold.
The U.S. is pausing a shipment of 1,800 of the bombs, as well as 1,700 500-pound bombs, U.S. officials said. The decision comes as Israel is planning an assault on the southern Gaza city of Rafah in an attempt to root out the final elements of Hamas.
With more than 1 million refugees sheltering in Rafah, U.S. officials are concerned the bombs could inflict massive casualties. Human rights groups have long said that Israel's use of powerful bombs has caused the indiscriminate killings of civilians.
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin told a Senate panel Wednesday that smaller, more precise weapons are needed for a densely populated area like Rafah.
Still, he made clear the decision wasn't final.

    


"We're going to continue to do what's necessary to ensure that Israel has the means to defend itself," Austin said. "But that said, we are currently reviewing some near-term security assistance shipments in the context of unfolding events in Rafah."




Israel said it was disappointed with the decision, suggesting it was done due to political pressure on President Joe Biden. Some defense experts said the move was largely symbolic but could signal more trouble ahead in the relationship between the U.S. and Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's some kind of diplomatic message to (Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu that he needs to take into consideration American interests more than he has over the last few months," said Itamar Yaar, former deputy head of Israel's National Security Council. "At least for now it will not impact Israeli capability but it's some kind of a signal, a 'be careful.'"
A look at the 2,000-pound bomb and why there's so much concern about its use in Rafah.
2,000-POUND BOMBS 
While the U.S. has dropped 2,000-pound bombs off its aircraft since World War II, current versions date back to the Vietnam War. It's an air-dropped munition, one that can carry a higher payload because it doesn't have an engine. It's one of the larger munitions in the U.S. inventory, said Ryan Brobst, a senior research analyst at the Foundation for the Defense of Democracies' Center on Military and Political Power.

    


The 2,000-pound bomb has multiple variants -- some are designed to penetrate deep, underground targets while others detonate above ground and cause widespread damage. Depending on the variant, and whether the munition is dropped in an open or urban area, its blast radius can be as far as a quarter mile away or a much more confined area.
The bombs are "dumb" or unguided bombs but can be turned into more precise weapons with the addition of Joint Direct Attack Munition kits, or JDAM kits which add a tail fin and navigation.
That added kit enables troops to guide the munition to a target, rather than simply dropping it from a fighter jet onto the ground. The kits make the weapons more precise, but in a densely populated urban environment, a JDAM kit is not going to make much of a difference -- a precise hit will still have the reach to kill unintended bystanders.

    


U.S. fighter jets, bombers and drones can all fire the JDAMs, and the U.S. began providing the munitions to Ukraine in 2022, a slightly modified version that could be launched from Ukrainian aircraft. After the Oct. 7 attack on Israel by Hamas, the U.S. provided 2,000-pound munitions to Israel to assist in its defense.
And unlike other types of munitions in the U.S. inventory, the military has an ample supply of them, so providing them doesn't involve the same type of stockpile pressures the U.S. has with other more limited munitions like the 155mm artillery rounds.
USE IN GAZA 
The Israeli military has said little about what kinds of bombs and artillery it is using in Gaza. But from blast fragments found on-site and analyses of strike footage, experts are confident that the vast majority of bombs dropped on the besieged enclave are U.S.-made. They say the 2,000-pound bombs have killed hundreds in densely populated areas.

    


Brobst said the 2,000-pound bombs are still needed to assist Israel in striking Hamas' tunnel network in Rafah. 
Wes Bryant, a weapons expert and retired American Air Force master sergeant who served on an independent task force for the State and Defense Departments on Israel's use of weapons in Gaza, said that the pause would be a "huge hit" to the Israeli arsenal.
The 2,000- and 500-pound bombs are some of the main munitions used by Israel in its seven-month war campaign, Bryant said.
"They have been burning right through them," said Bryant. He said the munitions are made by major American weapons manufacturers like Raytheon, Northrop, Lockheed Martin, General Dynamics and General Atomics.
THE PERIL FOR RAFAH
A report compiled by the independent task force for the State and Defense Departments last month said U.S. sources informed one of its members that 300,000 munitions had been dropped on or fired in Gaza during the first six months of the war.

    


It cited "credible" media investigations that in the first month of the Israeli campaign alone, there were at least 500 craters in Gaza consistent with the use of 2,000-pound bombs.
The potential use of 2,000-pound bombs in Rafah, where more than 1 million people have sheltered because they have nowhere else to go, has drawn significant administration concern. 
At the hearing, Austin questioned whether the 2,000-pound bomb was the right tool for the Rafah operation.
"It's about having the right kinds of weapons for the task at hand. And a small diameter bomb, which is a precision weapon, that's very useful in a dense, built-up environment," said Austin, "but maybe not so much a 2,000-pound bomb that could create a lot of collateral damage." He said the U.S. wants to see Israel do "more precise" operations.
Israel reacted strongly to the U.S. decision. Its U.N. Ambassador Gilad Erdan called the pause "a very disappointing decision, even frustrating," in an interview with Israeli Channel 12 TV news. He suggested that the move stemmed from political pressure on Biden from Congress, campus protests and the upcoming election.
---
Associated Press writers Lolita C. Baldor and Ellen Knickmeyer in Washington, and Julia Frankel and Josef Federman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
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The Rev. Al Sharpton calls for justice in eulogy for Ohio man who died last month in police custody

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Rev. Al Sharpton and family members of an Ohio man who died in police custody told mourners at his funeral that they and the community must fight to see that he gets justice. Sharpton gave the eulogy for Frank Tyson during the funeral Wednesday.
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    [image: Pallbearers carry the casket of Frank Tyson out of Hear The Word Ministries church following funeral services Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Canton, Ohio. Tyson, a 53-year-old Black man, died April 18 after he was handcuffed and left facedown on the floor of a social club while telling officers he couldn't breathe. (AP Photo)]
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[image: FILE - This image, taken from Canton Police body camera video, shows 53-year-old Frank E. Tyson on Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Canton, Ohio. Police say Tyson, a resident of East Canton, was arrested in a tavern after he crashed his car into a nearby utility pole. He died after being handcuffed by police. (Canton Police Department via AP, File)]
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                                        The Rev. Al Sharpton and family members of an Ohio man who died in police custody told mourners at his funeral on Wednesday that they and the community must fight to see that he gets justice.
Sharpton gave the eulogy for Frank Tyson, a 53-year-old East Canton resident, during the service at the Hear The Word Ministries church in Canton. Tyson died April 18 after he was handcuffed and left facedown on the floor of a social club while telling officers he couldn't breathe.
"You can't give us Frank back, but you can do justice for this family," Sharpton said. "This is an assault on all us ... stand up for the Franks of this word, because if they can get away with what they did to Frank, they'll do it to you."
Tyson's longtime partner, Sabrina Jones, noted that Tyson had been in prison for many years and was released less than two weeks before he died. She and members of his family had worked over the years on efforts to exonerate Tyson, who had long maintained his innocence.

    


"We only had 13 days with him (after his release) before they took his life away," Jones said during the service, struggling to keep her composure at times. "It's hard, this is hard. I want justice for Frank."




Bodycam video released by police shows Tyson resisted while being handcuffed and said repeatedly, "They're trying to kill me" and "Call the sheriff," as he was taken to the floor. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tyson, who was Black, was taken into custody shortly after a vehicle crash that had severed a utility pole. Police body-camera footage showed that after a passing motorist directed officers to the bar, a woman opened the door and said: "Please get him out of here, now."
Police restrained Tyson -- including with a knee on his back -- and he immediately told officers he could not breathe. A recent Associated Press investigation found those words -- "I can't breathe" -- had been disregarded in other cases of deaths in police custody.

    


Officers told Tyson he was fine, to calm down and to stop fighting as he was handcuffed facedown with his legs crossed on the carpeted floor. Police were joking with bystanders and leafing through Tyson's wallet before realizing he was in a medical crisis.
Five minutes after the body-camera footage recorded Tyson saying "I can't breathe," one officer asked another if Tyson had calmed down. The other replied, "He might be out." 
The two Canton officers involved, who are white, have been placed on paid administrative leave.
Tyson was released from state prison on April 6 after serving 24 years on a kidnapping and theft case and was almost immediately declared a post-release control supervision violator for failing to report to a parole officer, according to the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.
The Ohio Attorney General's Bureau of Criminal Investigation said in a statement last month that its probe will not determine if force was justified and that the prosecuting attorney or a grand jury will decide if charges related to the use of force are warranted.
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Lawyers' coalition provides new messengers for Black voter engagement
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    [image: Awa Nyambi, 25, left, Alyssa Whitaker, 25, and Kenadi Mitchell, 24, law students at Howard University School of Law, pose for a portrait, Friday, April 19, 2024, in Washington. The students are part of a group of young Black lawyers working to protect voting rights during the 2024 election. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Abdul Dosunmu, the founder of the Young Black Lawyers Organizing Coalition, poses for a photo outside a voting location after he cast his ballot during early voting in Dallas, Monday, April 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Young Black lawyers and law students are taking on a new role ahead of the general election: Meeting with Black voters in battleground states to increase turnout and serve as watchdogs against voter disenfranchisement.
The Young Black Lawyers' Organizing Coalition has recruited lawyers and law students and is sending them to Michigan, Georgia, North Carolina and Texas to meet with Black voters, aiming to better understand the barriers that the historically disadvantaged voting bloc faces when registering to vote and accessing the ballot.
The recruits are leading educational focus groups with an ambitious goal: restoring fatigued Black voters' faith in American democracy.
"I think what makes us unique is that we're new messengers," said Abdul Dosunmu, a civil rights lawyer who founded YBLOC. "We have never thought about the Black lawyer as someone who is uniquely empowered to be messengers for civic empowerment."

    


Dosunmu, who shared the coalition's plans exclusively with The Associated Press, said recruits will combat apathy among Black voters by listening, rather than telling them why their participation is crucial. The focus groups will inform "a blueprint for how to make democracy work for our communities," he said.




According to a Pew Research Center report, in 2023, just 21% of Black adults said they trust the federal government to do the right thing at least most of the time. That's up from a low of 9% during the Trump administration. For white adults, the numbers were reversed: 26% of white adults expressed such trust in 2020, dropping to 13% during the Biden administration. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The first stop on the four-state focus group tour was Michigan in February. This month, YBLOC plans to stop in Texas and then North Carolina. Venues for the focus groups have included barbershops, churches and union halls.
Alyssa Whitaker, a third-year student at Howard University School of Law, said she got involved because she is dissatisfied with the relationship Black communities have with their democracy.

    


"Attorneys, we know the law," Whitaker said. "We've been studying this stuff and we're deep in the weeds. So, having that type of knowledge and expertise, I do believe there is some level of a responsibility to get involved."
In Detroit, Grand Rapids and Pontiac, Michigan, the recruits heard about a wide variety of challenges and grievances. Black voters said they don't feel heard or validated and are exasperated over the lack of options on the ballot.
Despite their fatigue, the voters said they remain invested in the political process. 
"It was great to see that, even if people were a bit more pessimistic in their views, people were very engaged and very knowledgeable about what they were voting for," said another recruit, Awa Nyambi, a third-year student at Howard University School of Law.
It's a shame that ever since Black people were guaranteed the right to vote, they've had to pick "the lesser of two evils" on their ballots, said Tameka Ramsey, interim executive director of the Michigan Coalition on Black Civic Participation.

    


"But that's so old," said Ramsey, whose group was inspired by the February event and has begun holding its own listening sessions.
These young lawyers are proving the importance of actually listening to varying opinions in the Black community, said Felicia Davis, founder of the HBCU Green Fund, a non-profit organization aimed at driving social justice and supporting sustainable infrastructure for historically Black colleges and universities.
YBLOC is "teaching and reawakening the elements of organizing 101," she said.
The experience also is informing how the lawyers navigate their careers, said Tyra Beck, a second-year student at The New York University School of Law. 
"It's personal to me because I'm currently in a constitutional law class," Beck said.
Kahaari Kenyatta, a first-year student also at The New York University School of Law, said the experience has reminded him why he got into law. 
"You care about this democracy and civil engagement," Kenyatta said. "I'm excited to work with YBLOC again, whatever that looks like."
___
The Associated Press' coverage of race and voting receives support from the Jonathan Logan Family Foundation. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- All dogs coming into the U.S. from other countries must be at least 6 months old and microchipped to help prevent the spread of rabies, according to new government rules published Wednesday.
The new rules require vaccination for dogs that have been in countries where rabies is common. The update applies to dogs brought in by breeders or rescue groups as well as pets traveling with their U.S. owners. 
"This new regulation is going to address the current challenges that we're facing," said Emily Pieracci, a rabies expert at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention who was involved in drafting the updated regulations.
The CDC posted the new rules in the federal register on Wednesday. They take effect Aug. 1 when a temporary 2021 order expires. That order suspended bringing in dogs from more than 100 countries where rabies is still a problem.

    


The new rules require all dogs entering the U.S. to be at least 6 months, old enough to be vaccinated if required and for the shots to take effect; have a microchip placed under their skin with a code that can be used to verify rabies vaccination; and have completed a new CDC import form.




There may be additional restrictions and requirements based on where the dog was the previous six months, which may include blood testing from CDC-approved labs.
The CDC regulations were last updated in 1956, and a lot has changed, Pieracci said. More people travel internationally with their pets, and more rescue groups and breeders have set up overseas operations to meet the demand for pets, she said. Now, about 1 million dogs enter the U.S. each year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dogs were once common carriers of the rabies virus in the U.S. but the type that normally circulates in dogs was eliminated through vaccinations in the 1970s. The virus invades the central nervous system and is usually a fatal disease in animals and humans. It's most commonly spread through a bite from an infected animal. There is no cure for it once symptoms begin. 

    


Four rabid dogs have been identified entering the U.S. since 2015, and officials worried more might get through. CDC officials also were seeing an increase of incomplete or fraudulent rabies vaccination certificates and more puppies denied entry because they weren't old enough to be fully vaccinated.
A draft version of the updated regulations last year drew a range of public comments. 
Angela Passman, owner of a Dallas company that helps people move their pets internationally, supports the new rules. It can especially tricky for families that buy or adopt a dog while overseas and then try to bring it to the U.S., she said. The update means little change from how things have been handled in recent years, she said.
"It's more work for the pet owner, but the end result is a good thing," said Passman, who is a board member for the International Pet and Animal Transportation Association.
But Jennifer Skiff said some of the changes are unwarranted and too costly. She works for Animal Wellness Action, a Washington group focused on preventing animal cruelty that helps organizations import animals. She said those groups work with diplomats and military personnel who have had trouble meeting requirements, and was a reason some owners were forced to leave their dogs behind.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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[image: Former President Donald Trump, with his attorney Todd Blanche, speaks to reporters following the day's proceedings in his trial, Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in New York. (Sarah Yenesel/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A Georgia appeals court on Wednesday agreed to review a lower court ruling allowing Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis to continue to prosecute the election interference case she brought against former President Donald Trump. 
The move seems likely to delay the case and is the second time in as many days that the former president has gotten a favorable ruling that could push any future trials beyond the November election, when he is expected to be the Republican nominee for president. A day earlier, the judge in his Florida classified documents case indefinitely postponed that trial date.
Trump and some other defendants in Georgia had tried to get Willis and her office removed the case, saying her romantic relationship with special prosecutor Nathan Wade created a conflict of interest. Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee in March found that no conflict of interest existed that should force Willis off the case, but he granted a request from Trump and the other defendants to seek an appeal of his ruling from the Georgia Court of Appeals.

    
        
    

    


That intermediate appeals court agreed on Wednesday to take up the case. Once it rules, the losing side could ask the Georgia Supreme Court to consider an appeal.
Trump's lead attorney in Georgia, Steve Sadow, said in an email that the former president looks forward to presenting arguments to the appeals court as to why the case should be dismissed and why Willis "should be disqualified for her misconduct in this unjustified, unwarranted political persecution."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A spokesperson for Willis declined to comment on the Court of Appeals decision to take up the matter.
In his order, McAfee said he planned to continue to address other pretrial motions "regardless of whether the petition is granted ... and even if any subsequent appeal is expedited by the appellate court." But Trump and the others could ask the Court of Appeals to stay the case while the appeal is pending.

    


McAfee wrote in his order in March that the prosecution was "encumbered by an appearance of impropriety." He said Willis could remain on the case only if Wade left, and the special prosecutor submitted his resignation hours later.
The allegations that Willis had improperly benefited from her romance with Wade resulted in a tumultuous couple of months in the case as intimate details of Willis and Wade's personal lives were aired in court in mid-February. The serious charges in one of four criminal cases against the Republican former president were largely overshadowed by the love lives of the prosecutors.
Trump and 18 others were indicted in August, accused of participating in a wide-ranging scheme to illegally try to overturn his narrow 2020 presidential election loss to Democrat Joe Biden in Georgia.
All of the defendants were charged with violating Georgia's Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations, or RICO, law, an expansive anti-racketeering statute. Four people charged in the case have pleaded guilty after reaching deals with prosecutors. Trump and the others have pleaded not guilty.

    


Trump and other defendants had argued in their appeal application that McAfee was wrong not to remove both Willis and Wade, writing that "providing DA Willis with the option to simply remove Wade confounds logic and is contrary to Georgia law."
The allegations against Willis first surfaced in a motion filed in early January by Ashleigh Merchant, a lawyer for former Trump campaign staffer and onetime White House aide Michael Roman. The motion alleged that Willis and Wade were involved in an inappropriate romantic relationship and that Willis paid Wade large sums for his work and then benefitted when he paid for lavish vacations.
Willis and Wade acknowledged the relationship but said they didn't begin dating until the spring of 2022, after Wade was hired in November 2021, and their romance ended last summer. They also testified that they split travel costs roughly evenly, with Willis often paying expenses or reimbursing Wade in cash.
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    [image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Proximus Caesar, played by Kevin Durand, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Raka, played by Peter Macon, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Soona, played by Lydia Peckham, left and Noa, played by Owen Teague, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, from left, Freya Allan as Nova, and Raka, played by Peter Macon, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Freya Allan in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Proximus Caesar, played by Kevin Durand, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Proximus Caesar, played by Kevin Durand, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10
This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Proximus Caesar, played by Kevin Durand, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Raka, played by Peter Macon, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Soona, played by Lydia Peckham, left and Noa, played by Owen Teague, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, from left, Freya Allan as Nova, and Raka, played by Peter Macon, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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                                        Fans of the "Planet of the Apes" franchise may still be mourning the 2017 death of Caesar, the first smart chimp and the charismatic ape leader. Not to worry: He haunts the next episode, the thrilling, visually stunning "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes."
We actually start with Caesar's funeral, his body decorated with flowers and then set alight like a Viking, before fast-forwarding "many generations later." All apes talk now and most humans don't, reduced to caveman loin cloths and running wide-eyed and scared, evolution in reverse.
Our new hero is the young ape Noa (Owen Teague ) who is like all young adult chimps -- seeking his father's approval (even chimp dads just don't understand) and testing his bravery. He is part of a clan that raises pet eagles, smokes fish and lives peacefully.
That all changes when his village is attacked not by humans but by fellow apes -- masked soldiers from a nasty kingdom led by the crown-wearing Proximus Caesar (Kevin Durand, playing it to the hilt). He has taken Caesar's name but twisted his words to become a tyrannical strongman -- sorry, strongape.

    


Unlike the last movie which dealt with man's inhumanity to animals -- concentration camps included -- ape-on-ape violence is in the cards for this one, including capturing an entire clan as prisoners. Proximus Caesar's goons use makeshift cattle prods on fellow apes and force them to work while declaring "For Caesar!"





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Screenwriter Josh Friedman has cleverly created a movie that examines how ancient stories can be hijacked and manipulated, like how Caesar's non-violent message gets twisted by bad actors. There's also a lot of "Avatar" primitive naivete, and that makes sense since the reboot was shaped by several of that blue alien movie's makers.
The movie poses some uncomfortable questions about collaborationists. William H. Macy plays a human who has become a sort of teacher-prisoner to Proximus Caesar -- reading Kurt Vonnegut to him -- and won't fight back. "It is already their world," he rationalizes.

    


Along for the heroic ride is a human young woman (Freya Allan, a budding star) who is hiding an agenda but offers Noa help along the way. Peter Macon plays a kindly, book-loving orangutan who adds a jolt of gleeful electricity to the movie and is missed when he goes.
The effects are just jaw-dropping, from the ability to see individual hairs on the back of a monkey to the way leaves fall and the crack of tree limbs echoing in the forest. The sight of apes on horseback, which seemed glitchy just seven years ago, are now seamless. There are also inside jokes, like the use of the name Nova again this time.
Director Wes Ball nicely handles all the thrilling sequences -- though the two-and-a-half hour runtime is somewhat taxing -- and some really cool ones, like the sight of apes on horseback on a beach, a nod to the original 1968 movie. And like when the apes look through some old illustrated kids' books and see themselves depicted in zoo cages. That makes for some awkward human-ape interaction. "What is next for apes? Should we go back to silence?" our hero asks.

    


The movie races to a complex face-off between good and bad apes and good and bad humans outside a hulking silo that holds promise to each group. Can apes and humans live in peace, as Caesar hoped? "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes" doesn't answer that but it does open up plenty more to ponder. Starting with the potentially crippling proposition of a key death, this franchise has somehow found new vibrancy. 
"Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes," a 20th Century Studios release that is exclusively in theaters May 10, is rated PG-13 for "intense sequences of sci-fi violence and action." Running time: 145 minutes. Three and a half stars out of four.
___
MPAA Definition of PG-13: Parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13.
___
Online: https://www.20thcenturystudios.com/movies/kingdom-of-the-planet-of-the-apes
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kingdom-planet-apes-movie-review-6fbd13196311d67812e5483a349869ac
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    [image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump reacts at a campaign rally in Freeland, Mich., May 1, 2024. Trump remains stuck in the courtroom listening to salacious details of an affair he denies. But another spectacle is playing out as his vice presidential tryouts get underway. The dynamic was on full display over the weekend at a fundraiser at his Mar--a-Lago club that doubled as a VP audition. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Dakota Republican Gov. Kristi Noem attends an event Jan. 10, 2024, at the state Capitol in Pierre, S.D. The Guardian has obtained a copy of Noem's soon-to-be released book, where she writes about killing an unruly dog, and a smelly goat, too. She writes, according to the Guardian, that the tale was included to show her willingness to do anything "difficult, messy and ugly." (AP Photo/Jack Dura, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | FILE - South Dakota Republican Gov. Kristi Noem attends an event Jan. 10, 2024, at the state Capitol in Pierre, S.D. The Guardian has obtained a copy of Noem's soon-to-be released book, where she writes about killing an unruly dog, and a smelly goat, too. She writes, according to the Guardian, that the tale was included to show her willingness to do anything "difficult, messy and ugly." (AP Photo/Jack Dura, File)
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[image: FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., talks at the House Committee on Education and the Workforce hearing on "Columbia in Crisis: Columbia University's Response to Antisemitism" on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)]
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[image: Sen. J.D. Vance, R-Ohio, arrives as the Senate prepares to advance the $95 billion aid package for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan passed by the House, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, April 23, 2024. Sen. Vance has said he is against the aid package. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: FILE - Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., speaks with members of the media, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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[image: Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders speaks at a news conference next to former Kentucky swimmer Riley Gaines at the state Capitol in Little Rock, Ark., Thursday, May 2, 2024. Sanders spoke before signing an executive order stating that Arkansas won't comply with new federal regulations intended to protect the rights of transgender students. (AP Photo/Andrew DeMillo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders speaks at a news conference next to former Kentucky swimmer Riley Gaines at the state Capitol in Little Rock, Ark., Thursday, May 2, 2024. Sanders spoke before signing an executive order stating that Arkansas won't comply with new federal regulations intended to protect the rights of transgender students. (AP Photo/Andrew DeMillo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum speaks at a campaign rally with Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump in Laconia, N.H., Monday, Jan. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Dakota Republican Gov. Kristi Noem attends an event Jan. 10, 2024, at the state Capitol in Pierre, S.D. The Guardian has obtained a copy of Noem's soon-to-be released book, where she writes about killing an unruly dog, and a smelly goat, too. She writes, according to the Guardian, that the tale was included to show her willingness to do anything "difficult, messy and ugly." (AP Photo/Jack Dura, File)]
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[image: FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., talks at the House Committee on Education and the Workforce hearing on "Columbia in Crisis: Columbia University's Response to Antisemitism" on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)]
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[image: Sen. J.D. Vance, R-Ohio, arrives as the Senate prepares to advance the $95 billion aid package for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan passed by the House, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, April 23, 2024. Sen. Vance has said he is against the aid package. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: FILE - Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., speaks with members of the media, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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[image: Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders speaks at a news conference next to former Kentucky swimmer Riley Gaines at the state Capitol in Little Rock, Ark., Thursday, May 2, 2024. Sanders spoke before signing an executive order stating that Arkansas won't comply with new federal regulations intended to protect the rights of transgender students. (AP Photo/Andrew DeMillo)]
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[image: FILE - North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum speaks at a campaign rally with Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump in Laconia, N.H., Monday, Jan. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As former President Donald Trump remains stuck in the courtroom listening to salacious details of an extramarital sexual encounter he denies, another spectacle is playing out in the background as his vice presidential tryouts get underway.
The dynamic was on full display in Florida over the weekend at a closed-door fundraiser at his Mar-a-Lago club that doubled as an audition featuring a long list of potential running mates. Trump, at one point, invited many of the contenders on stage like contestants in one of his old beauty pageants. The next day several of them, including South Carolina Sen. Tim Scott, North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio and New York Rep. Elise Stefanik, fanned out across Sunday news shows to sing his praises.
"This weekend, we had 15 people. ... They're all out there campaigning," Trump told Spectrum News 1 Wisconsin on Tuesday. "It might actually be more effective this way because, you know, every one of them thinks they could be chosen, which I guess possibly is so."





    


The comments demonstrate why Trump is in no rush to pick his potential second-in-command or publicly winnow his choices. For now, the presumptive GOP nominee is happy to revel in the attention as reporters parse his choices and prospective candidates jockey and woo him in an "Apprentice"-style competition. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Trump has said he intends to make an announcement shortly before July's Republican National Convention, as he did when he picked then-Indiana Gov. Mike Pence in 2016.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In the end, it's up to him. He will intuitively decide who should be his vice president, and he'll listen to everybody up until that moment and then he'll decide," said former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, one of three finalists on Trump's 2016 list.
For candidates, he said, if Trump calls and asks them to speak at a rally, "The correct answer's 'yes.'" But there are limits to their impact. 

    


"Some of them try to audition," Gingrich said, "but I never thought it worked that well."
For now, according to several people familiar with his thinking, Trump continues to mull a long list of prospects: governors, senators and members of Congress, including some who ran against him and lost. The people spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the fundraiser and private conversations. As Trump mulls his decision, he is watching to see who can raise money, defend him effectively, and perform at political events. He's especially interested in how they come across on television.
Part of what seems to have made the decision harder is that many of the candidates under serious consideration have knocks against them.
Rubio, one potential top contender, could help Trump win over Hispanic voters as well as establishment donors still leery of a second Trump term. But Rubio has a problem: He lives in Florida, the same state as Trump, which would violate the Constitution's 12th Amendment. 
Trump himself has raised the issue, including at Saturday's fundraising luncheon, where he said he liked Rubio, according to one of several people present, but noted the issue with his residency, calling it a problem.

    


Ohio Sen. JD Vance, a friend of Trump's eldest son who has become close with the former president, is also considered a top contender. He impressed Trump allies with a CNN interview last week.
But Trump continues to note that Vance was a critic before he became a supporter -- something he mentioned again at the Saturday event before praising Vance as a great senator.
Scott, whom Trump has repeatedly joked is a far better surrogate than a candidate, also has drawbacks. Scott pushed Trump to back a 15-week national abortion ban during the GOP primaries and his selection would draw new attention to something Trump has tried to eliminate as a campaign issue by insisting it should be left to the states.
Those issues could help a candidate like Burgum, a billionaire who has traveled extensively with Trump since he dropped his own presidential bid. 
Others have seemed to test the limits of what it takes to be disqualified.

    


South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem has faced a media storm since reports emerged that she she wrote about shooting a family dog to death in a book released this week. Noem has also been caught in errors, including falsely claiming that she once met North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un. She has continued to appear in interviews defending her actions, drawing the storyline out for days.
Trump, in his Tuesday interview, continued to praise Noem, who at one point had been considered a top contender, though he acknowledged that "she had a rough couple of days, I will say that."
Noem's star, in fact, had been tarnished before the revelation of her dog killing amid questions about her judgment, including her decision to appear in an infomercial-style video lavishing praise on a team of cosmetic dentists in Texas.

    


Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders, meanwhile, has also been the subject of negative headlines. A recent audit suggested that her office may have broken the law when it purchased a $19,000 lectern -- a scandal dubbed "lecterngate" by some. 
Sanders, who served as Trump's press secretary at the White House, responded with Trumpian defiance, posting a 20-second video on X featuring the blue and wood-paneled lectern. The opening lyrics of Jay-Z's "Public Service Announcement" played in the background and the words "come and take it" appeared on the screen.
Sanders may still face more questions, with an audit of her travel and security records pending. But her unapologetic response reinforced her image as an acolyte of the Trump brand.
"In the Trump era, what used to be a scandal is no longer a scandal and what used to be seen as a liability is not really as much of a liability," said Kevin Madden, who was a senior adviser to former Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney. "Trump has an ability to block out the sun."
Provocative comments that could have been a liability in past election cycles could also be assets for candidates like Arkansas Sen. Tom Cotton, who has urged the public to "take matters into your own hands" if they encounter pro-Palestinian protesters blocking traffic.
"Anyone claiming to know who or when President Trump will choose his VP is lying, unless the person is named Donald J. Trump," senior campaign advisor Brian Hughes said in an emailed statement.
Trump continues to maintain publicly and privately that the "most important thing" in a potential pick is whether they would be a good president if called upon -- and that he doesn't think the choice is likely to change the trajectory of the race.
"VPs have never really helped in the election process," he said Tuesday. "It's a one-day story, it's a big story, and then it's back to work. They want to really know who's No. 1 on the ticket."
___
Mascaro reported from Washington and DeMillo from Little Rock, Arkanasas
___
This story has been corrected to show Sen. Marco Rubio is from Florida, not Ohio, and that Doug Burgum is the governor of North Dakota, not South Dakota. 
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A scorching, rocky planet twice Earth's size has a thick atmosphere, scientists say

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This illustration provided by NASA in 2017 depicts the planet 55 Cancri e, right, orbiting its star. A thick atmosphere has been detected around the planet that's twice as big as Earth in a solar system about 41 light years away, researchers reported Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (NASA/JPL-Caltech via AP)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- A thick atmosphere has been detected around a planet that's twice as big as Earth in a nearby solar system, researchers reported Wednesday.
The so-called super Earth -- known as 55 Cancri e -- is among the few rocky planets outside our solar system with a significant atmosphere, wrapped a blanket of carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide. The exact amounts are unclear. Earth's atmosphere is a blend of nitrogen, oxygen, argon and other gases.
"It's probably the firmest evidence yet that this planet has an atmosphere," said Ian Crossfield, an astronomer at the University of Kansas who studies exoplanets and was not involved with the research.
The research was published in the journal Nature.
Super Earth refers to a planet's size -- bigger than Earth but smaller than Neptune. The boiling temperatures on this planet -- which can reach as hot as 4,200 degrees Fahrenheit (2,300 degrees Celsius) - mean that it is unlikely to host life. 

    


Instead, scientists say the discovery is a promising sign that other such rocky planets with thick atmospheres could exist that may be more hospitable. 
The exoplanet 41 light years away is eight times heavier than Earth and circles its star Copernicus so closely that it has permanent day and night sides. A light-year is nearly 6 trillion miles (9.7 trillion kilometers). Its surface is encrusted with magma oceans.




To identify the makeup of its atmosphere, researchers studied Webb Space Telescope observations before and after the planet passed behind its star. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They separated the light emitted from the planet versus its star and used the data to calculate the planet's temperature. There's evidence the planet's heat was being distributed more evenly across its surface - a party trick atmospheres are known for.
Gases from its magma oceans may play a key role in holding its atmosphere steady. Exploring this super Earth may also yield clues to how Earth and Mars might have evolved first with magma oceans that have since cooled, scientists say. 

    


"It's a rare window," said Renyu Hu, a planetary scientist at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, who was part of the research. "We can look into this early phase of planet evolution."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Russia hits Ukraine's power grid with a 'massive' attack on a day marking the WWII defeat of Nazism

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    At least two people were injured and 13 residential buildings damaged as a result of Russian attacks overnight in Kyiv region.
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    [image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, rescuers work at a damaged building after a Russian missile attack in Kyiv region, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP Photo)]
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[image: Police experts inspect the site of a Russian missile attack, in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | Police experts inspect the site of a Russian missile attack, in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7
Police experts inspect the site of a Russian missile attack, in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man looks at the debris of a car following a Russian missile attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)]
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[image: Ukrainian servicemen turn over a damaged car at the scene of a Russian missile attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)]
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Ukrainian servicemen turn over a damaged car at the scene of a Russian missile attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)
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[image: Flames burn in a crater following a Russian missile attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)]
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[image: A woman walks in front of a crater caused by a Russian missile attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)]
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[image: Police officers inspect a crater after a Russian missile attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Russian forces unleashed a nighttime barrage of more than 50 cruise missiles and explosive drones at Ukraine's power grid Wednesday, targeting a wide area in what President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called a "massive" attack on the day the country celebrates the defeat of Nazism in World War II.
The bombardment blasted targets in seven Ukrainian regions, including the Kyiv area and parts of the south and west, damaging homes and the country's rail network, authorities said. Three people, including an 8-year-old girl, were injured, according to officials.
Russia has repeatedly pounded Ukraine's energy infrastructure during the war that is stretching into its third year and has claimed thousands of lives. By taking out the power, the Kremlin's forces aim to rob Ukrainian manufacturing of its energy supply, especially military plants, and crush public morale.

    


Russian attacks have damaged nearly half of Ukraine's power infrastructure since the start of the Kremlin's full-scale invasion in February 2022, officials say. The damage is estimated at $12.5 billion, with $1 billion inflicted during the past two weeks, according to the chairman of the Ukrainian Parliament's Committee on Energy and Housing Services, Andrii Herus.




The mass barrages also drain Ukrainian air defenses of ammunition as Kyiv's depleted forces await delivery of the latest batch of promised Western military support. Ukrainian officials have been pleading for more NATO-standard air defense systems, such as Patriots.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Zelenskyy noted that Wednesday's attacks occurred on the day that Ukraine observes the end of European fighting in World War II and equated Ukraine's current struggle with that conflict, saying on social platform X that "only a united free world" can stop Russian President Vladimir Putin. Ukraine last year changed the date of the Day of Remembrance and Victory over Nazism to avoid it coinciding with Russia's own Victory Day commemorations on May 9.

    


Russia pummeled Ukraine's energy infrastructure during the "blackout winter" of 2022-23. In March, it launched a new wave of attacks, one of which completely destroyed the Trypilska power plant near Kyiv, one of the country's biggest.
Russian President Vladimir Putin has framed the attacks as retaliation for Ukrainian long-range strikes on Russian oil refineries. On Wednesday, a Ukrainian attack hit an oil terminal, injuring five workers and starting a fire, Russia-appointed authorities in the partially occupied Luhansk region said.
Russian bombardments, though frequent, have become less regular in recent weeks, and Ukrainian officials suspect Moscow is stockpiling resources ahead of a major battlefield offensive that could come within weeks.
The 1,000-kilometer (600-mile) front line has changed little since the early months of the war, but Russia has recently made small but steady gains in some areas as Ukraine battles with a lack of manpower and a shortage of weapons.
National electrical grid operator Ukrenergo said facilities were hit in the Vinnytsia, Zaporizhzhia, Kirovohrad, Poltava and Ivano-Frankivsk regions.

    


Two energy facilities were hit in the Lviv region, which is in the country's far west and distant from the fighting's front lines, according to regional Gov. Maksym Kozytskyi.
DTEK, Ukraine's biggest private energy supplier, said the attack "seriously damaged" equipment at three of its thermal power plants.
The attack was the fifth in the last six weeks targeting the company's facilities, DTEK said. Overall, since the beginning of Russia's full-scale invasion in February 2022, the company's assets have come under attack nearly 180 times, injuring 51 workers and killing three, it said.
Russia launched 55 missiles and 21 Shahed drones overnight, the Ukrainian air force said. Air defenses downed 39 of the missiles and 20 of the drones, Ukrainian air force commander Mykola Oleshchuk said.
Russian forces also damaged the railway station building and train tracks in Kherson, national railway operator Ukrzaliznytsia said.

    


Also Wednesday, five people including three children were injured in an attack that struck an educational facility in northeastern Kharkiv, regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said on social media. City Mayor Ihor Terekhov said one of the children was in critical condition.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Indiana Pacers have, as coach Rick Carlisle said they would, sent 78 plays they believe were officiated incorrectly from the first two games of their series against the New York Knicks to the NBA office for review, a person with knowledge of the action said Thursday.
The person spoke on condition of anonymity to The Associated Press because neither the Pacers nor the league had publicly confirmed the plays were actually sent.
"I'm always talking to our guys about not making it about the officials," Carlisle said after Game 2 on Wednesday, a 130-121 win for New York that gave the Knicks a 2-0 lead in the Eastern Conference semifinal series. "We deserve a fair shot. There's not a consistent balance and that's disappointing. Give New York credit for the physicality that they're playing with. But their physicality is rewarded and ours is penalized, time after time."

    


Carlisle said the Pacers identified 29 plays from Game 1 that they had issue with, but that he decided against sending those clips to the league office because he believed "we'd get a more balanced whistle" in Game 2.




"It didn't feel that way," Carlisle said.
It's not uncommon for teams to send plays to the league for review or explanation, even though the outcome of games won't change. Carlisle said he's aware that what the Pacers sent to the NBA will be sent to the Knicks as well.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among the issues Carlisle discussed openly after Game 2: what he said was an uncalled shove by New York's Josh Hart into the back of Indiana star Tyrese Haliburton, who has been playing through a back injury, along with a double-dribble call against Knicks center Isaiah Hartenstein with 1:19 left that was changed to an inadvertent whistle. New York kept possession on that play and held the ball for 38 more seconds, thanks in part to two offensive rebounds. Jalen Brunson scored with 41.9 seconds left to push New York's lead to eight, and Carlisle was ejected moments later for arguing.

    


On the Haliburton play, Carlisle said: "It's all over Twitter right now because a few people have showed it to me and (referee) JB DeRosa is looking right at it. You can see he has vision of the play and he shoves Tyrese into the corner and there is no whistle. Right in the back. That was shocking and there were many others."
All that came after officiating was a major topic after Game 1 as well. Officials acknowledged an incorrectly called kicked ball violation late in Game 1 -- referees erroneously called it against the Pacers, who by rule couldn't challenge the play in what was a tie game, and New York took the lead for good 12 seconds later -- but the Pacers believed there were plenty other instances of wrong whistles. 
After Game 2, Haliburton said the Pacers needed to blame themselves, not the officials.
"At the end of the day we got outplayed. We were right there in the game," Haliburton said. "But I like consistency, yeah. But let's not pretend, like, that's the only reason we lost. We just didn't play good enough. But at the end of the day it's 2-0."

    


The league is based in New York, which is also the country's largest media market, according to Nielsen. Among current NBA cities, Indianapolis plays in the league's 23rd-largest market. The series shifts there for Game 3 on Friday.
"Small-market deserve an equal shot," Carlisle said after Game 2. "They deserve a fair shot, no matter where they're playing."
___
AP Basketball Writer Tim Reynolds contributed to this report.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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    [image: Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe speaks to the media at an end of season press conference in Toronto Monday, May 6, 2024. The Maple Leafs lost to the Boston Bruins in the first round of the Stanley Cup NHL hockey playoffs. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe, top front right, reacts on the bench with, from bottom left to right, Calle Jarnkrok, Pontus Holmberg and Ryan Reaves during third-period action against the Boston Bruins in Game 4 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Toronto, Saturday, April 27, 2024. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe, top right, Martin Jones (31) and Pontus Holmberg (29) prepare to shake hands with the Boston Bruins after losing in overtime during Game 7 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series, Saturday, May 4, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe watches play during the third period in Game 1 of the team's NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the Boston Bruins, Saturday, April 20, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)]
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Sheldon Keefe is out as coach of the Toronto Maple Leafs, fired Thursday after another early exit from the NHL playoffs.
The move had been expected after Toronto lost to rival Boston in Game 7 last weekend, the fourth time in five years under Keefe that the team has lost in the first round. The Maple Leafs won just one playoff series since Keefe took over in November 2019.
"Today's decision was difficult," general manager Brad Treliving said in a statement. "Sheldon is an excellent coach and a great man. However, we determined a new voice is needed to help the team push through to reach our ultimate goal."
In a video message posted on social media, Keefe said he was forever grateful for the opportunity to coach the Maple Leafs, which he called "a dream come true for a boy from Brampton," his home outside Toronto. He also acknowledged how the results were not exactly what he dreamed up.

    


"I didn't get it done in the playoffs," Keefe said. "I didn't help push our team over the line and deliver. I accept responsibility for that. No excuses. That's the job. I didn't get it done. It's the reality of the business, and I accept it."




After the league's 19th coaching change since the end of the 2022-23 season, the team said the search for Keefe's replacement will begin immediately. Treliving and other members of management are expected to address reporters Friday about the coaching change and other end-of-season topics.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Keefe, 43, joined the organization in 2015 as coach of the American Hockey League's Toronto Marlies thanks in large part to his junior hockey connection to then-assistant general manager Kyle Dubas, who was promoted and spent five season as GM before being fired last year. Keefe replaced Mike Babcock when Dubas fired him weeks into the 2019-20 season.
What followed were some excellent regular seasons and trips to the playoffs without much else to show for it. Coached by Keefe and with a core led by Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander, Morgan Rielly and John Tavares, the Leafs went 16-21 in the postseason.

    


Earlier this week, Keefe said that while he accepts responsibility for expectations not being met, his confidence in the group's -- and his own -- ability to succeed was at an all-time high.
"Now more than ever, I believe in myself and our team," Keefe said. "That I will win and our team will win."
That winning in Toronto, if it happens, will be under a different coach. Among the experienced options available are 2019 Stanley Cup winner Craig Berube, veteran Bruce Boudreau, former Minnesota coach Dean Evason and former Los Angeles coach Todd McLellan.
___
This story has been corrected to show that there have been 19 coaching changes, not 18, in the NHL since the end of the 2022-23 season.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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    [image: FILE - Then-Milwaukee Bucks associate head coach Charles Lee gestures during the first half of the team's NBA preseason basketball game against the Chicago Bulls on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2022, in Chicago. The Charlotte Hornets have named Charles Lee as their next head coach. The 39-year-old Lee joins the Hornets after serving as the Boston Celtics top assistant coach. Lee will complete the Celtics' playoff run before joining the Hornets on a full-time basis.(AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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[image: FILE - Then-Milwaukee Bucks Associate head coach Charles Lee fills in for head coach Mike Budenholzer during the first half of an NBA preseason basketball game Saturday, Oct. 1, 2022, in Milwaukee. The Charlotte Hornets have named Charles Lee as their next head coach. The 39-year-old Lee joins the Hornets after serving as the Boston Celtics top assistant coach. Lee will complete the Celtics' playoff run before joining the Hornets on a full-time basis.(AP Photo/Morry Gash, File)]
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- The Charlotte Hornets named Charles Lee as their head coach on Thursday, hoping he'll turn around the long-struggling NBA franchise.
The 39-year-old Lee joins the Hornets after serving as the Boston Celtics top assistant coach. Lee will complete the Celtics' playoff run before joining the Hornets on a full-time basis. Lee spent five seasons under Mike Budenholzer before joining the Celtics last summer.
Lee received a four-year deal from the Hornets, according to a person familiar with the situation.
The person spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because terms of the deal were not made public.
Lee replaces Steve Clifford, who announced before the end of the regular season that he was stepping down as Hornets coach after two seasons in his second stint with the club. The Hornets finished 21-61 this season, tied with the Portland Trail Blazers for the league's third-worst record.

    


"The Hornets have a talented young core of players and I'm excited about our future and what we can build here," Lee said. "There are few places as passionate about basketball as the Carolinas, and I look forward to coming to Charlotte and getting to work."




Lee is well respected in NBA circles as a potential rising star in the coaching ranks.
He led the Milwaukee Bucks to the 2020-21 NBA championship as an associate head coach. Throughout his 10 NBA seasons, Lee's teams have accumulated a 510-291 (.637) regular-season record, reached the playoffs nine times, captured seven division titles and earned five Eastern Conference No. 1 seeds.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In four of the last six seasons, Lee has helped coach teams that have finished the regular season with the best record in the NBA.
This season the Celtics finished the regular season with the NBA's top record (64-18), marking the fourth-most wins in a season in franchise history. The Celtics led the NBA in offensive rating and net rating while finishing third in defensive rating.

    


In Charlotte, Lee will inherit a team that hasn't been to the playoffs in the last eight seasons, the longest drought in the league. Charlotte hasn't won a playoff series in 22 years, a stretch that included more than a decade with NBA great Michael Jordan as the owner.
Jordan sold the Hornets to Rick Schnall and Gabe Plotkin last year. The co-owners have been busy since, replacing general manager Mitch Kupchak -- who also stepped down -- with Jeff Peterson.
Lee will work alongside Peterson to oversee a rebuild.
"His high character and his ability to connect with players while also instilling a culture of accountability will serve us well as we construct a competitive team built for long-term success," Peterson said in a release. "Charles possesses a championship pedigree with a wide range of basketball knowledge and NBA experience, has a tremendous work ethic and is a great communicator. He shares our vision for this organization, and I look forward to partnering with him in building something special here in the Carolinas."
The Hornets traded Gordon Hayward to Oklahoma City, Terry Rozier to Miami and P.J. Washington to Dallas before the deadline in moves that brought Tre Mann, Vasa Micic, Grant Williams, Seth Curry and Davis Bertans to Charlotte.

    


The Hornets have some young talent to build around, including last year's No. 2 overall pick Brandon Miller, 2022 All-Star point guard LaMelo Ball and center Mark Williams, although the latter two have struggled to stay on the court because of injuries. Miller averaged 17.3 points per game as a rookie while shooting 37% from 3-point range.
Lee got his start in coaching at his alma mater, Bucknell University, where he was an assistant for two seasons (2012-14). During his time as a player, he led the Bison to two Patriot League titles and the only two NCAA Tournament victories in school history, including a win over No. 3 Kansas as a No. 14 seed in 2005. He was inducted into the Bucknell Athletics Hall of Fame in 2017. He went on to play four professional seasons overseas in Israel, Belgium and Germany.
The Hornets said Lee will be introduced at a news conference after the Celtics playoff run.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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    [image: Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark, left, gives autographs as she arrives on the Red Carpet before the world premiere and screening of Episode 1 of the upcoming ESPN+ Original Series Full Court Press, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: CORRECTS FROM CAITLYN TO CAITLIN - Indiana Fever head coach Christine Sides, left, talks to Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) as they play the Dallas Wings during the first half of an WNBA basketball game in Arlington, Texas, Friday, May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Ainsworth)]
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[image: FILE - Iowa's Caitlin Clark, left, poses for a photo with WNBA commissioner Cathy Engelbert, right, after being selected first overall by the Indiana Fever during the first round of the WNBA basketball draft, April 15, 2024, in New York. The wait for full-time charter flights for WNBA teams finally is over with commissioner Engelbert announcing Tuesday, May 7, the league's plans to start the program this season. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | FILE - Iowa's Caitlin Clark, left, poses for a photo with WNBA commissioner Cathy Engelbert, right, after being selected first overall by the Indiana Fever during the first round of the WNBA basketball draft, April 15, 2024, in New York. The wait for full-time charter flights for WNBA teams finally is over with commissioner Engelbert announcing Tuesday, May 7, the league's plans to start the program this season. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Young fans wait for Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark to arrive on the Red Carpet before the world premiere and screening of Episode 1 of the upcoming ESPN+ Original Series Full Court Press, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark arrives on the Red Carpet before the world premiere and screening of Episode 1 of the upcoming ESPN+ Original Series Full Court Press, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: From left to right, Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark, UCLA's Kiki Rice and Chicago Sky's Kamilla Cardoso arrive on the Red Carpet before the world premiere and screening of Episode 1 of the upcoming ESPN+ Original Series Full Court Press, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: CORRECTS FROM CAITLYN TO CAITLIN - Indiana Fever head coach Christine Sides, left, talks to Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) as they play the Dallas Wings during the first half of an WNBA basketball game in Arlington, Texas, Friday, May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Ainsworth)]
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[image: FILE - Iowa's Caitlin Clark, left, poses for a photo with WNBA commissioner Cathy Engelbert, right, after being selected first overall by the Indiana Fever during the first round of the WNBA basketball draft, April 15, 2024, in New York. The wait for full-time charter flights for WNBA teams finally is over with commissioner Engelbert announcing Tuesday, May 7, the league's plans to start the program this season. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)]
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[image: Young fans wait for Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark to arrive on the Red Carpet before the world premiere and screening of Episode 1 of the upcoming ESPN+ Original Series Full Court Press, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark arrives on the Red Carpet before the world premiere and screening of Episode 1 of the upcoming ESPN+ Original Series Full Court Press, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Caitlin Clark spent Wednesday practicing inside an empty Gainbridge Fieldhouse.
On Thursday night, Indianapolis' new game-changing rock star will be welcomed by a raucous, near sellout crowd of 17,000 that believe the WNBA's No. 1 overall pick can instantly change the Indiana Fever's fortunes.
A little more than a month after leading Iowa to its second straight NCAA championship game, Clark will make her Fever home debut in a preseason game against the Atlanta Dream.
"People definitely know who I am," Clark said Wednesday. "Sometimes it's hard to go out and do what I want to do, but at the same time, I wouldn't want it any other way. That's the best way to grow women's basketball. That's the best way to get these fans excited about what we're going to do here, so I think people they are just as excited as we are to play here. So I think more than anything, enjoy it, soak it in."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Caitlin Clark set for Indiana's preseason home debut. Fever to open arena's 3rd deck vs Atlanta
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports Caitlin Clark makes her WNBA home debut with the Indiana Fever tonight.

    


    


Clark's mere presence already has made a difference. In the preseason opener Friday night at Dallas, she scored a team-high 21 points in a 79-76 loss in front of another near sellout. The Fever will have 36 of their 40 games televised nationally and her regular-season debut May 14 at Connecticut will be the first live sporting event streamed on Disney+. 




Closer to home, the Fever will open up the third deck of their home arena rather than having seating in only the two lower decks. The change means Indiana could draw more than 17,000 fans to a preseason game that was moved up a day because of the NBA playoffs. The Indiana Pacers will host the New York Knicks in Game 3 of their best-of-seven Eastern Conference semifinal Friday night.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fever officials wouldn't say Wednesday how many tickets were still available -- only that there was a limited amount. And yet they could still have a sellout for the most anticipated home debut for an Indiana athlete since Peyton Manning or Andrew Luck.

    


For Clark, playing in front of full arena has become the norm. For her teammates and coaches, this could be the start of something bigger than they could have imagined.
"This is what women's basketball has always been about," said Aliyah Boston, the WNBA's 2023 rookie of the year. "I think it's really great that fans are following their favorite players from college into the league because that's the way we continue to grow."
Especially when it comes to a generational-type player such as Clark, who has fully embraced her new home city.
"Honestly, I'm expecting a lot of people to be here, I'm expecting it to be loud, I'm expecting the fans to be really in it," Clark said. "Like I know these fans are going to show up, and they know what's going to be going on on the court. I think sometimes you can show up to arenas and they're just sitting there. But like when I was in college, they were invested, they know what's going on. 
"I think it's the same thing in the state of Indiana, people that support the Fever, that support the Pacers, they're invested. So they're going to cheer, they're going to get after the refs."
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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    [image: Spain's Rafael Nadal serves the ball to Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after beating Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after defeating Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal wipes his forehead as plays against Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal falls as he returns the ball to Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Japan's Naomi Osaka returns the ball to Ukraine's Marta Kostyuk at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal, left, serves the ball to Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after defeating Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after beating Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after defeating Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal wipes his forehead as plays against Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Japan's Naomi Osaka returns the ball to Ukraine's Marta Kostyuk at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal, left, serves the ball to Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- For a brief stretch on Thursday, Rafael Nadal looked every bit of a weary 37-year-old player nearing retirement.
Struggling to produce pace off both sides with his groundstrokes, committing an uncharacteristically high number of unforced errors and unable to stay in rallies, Nadal dropped the first set of his first-round match at the Italian Open against Belgian qualifier Zizou Bergs.
Then the fist-pumping, virtually-unbeatable-on-clay, 22-time Grand Slam champion version of Nadal emerged and the Spaniard rallied for a 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 victory before an adoring crowd in what will likely be his final tournament at the Foro Italico.
Nadal was playing only his 10th match this year after missing nearly all of 2023 with a hip injury that required surgery. He's hoping to be competitive one last time at the French Open, where he is the record 14-time champion.

    


"That was not my best match. I was practicing better than how I played today, without a doubt. But I found a way to win," Nadal said. "My game is more unpredictable than before. I didn't play much tennis for the last two years. So I'm up and down, on and off, but I think I can do it much better than what I did today."




Rome, where he is a record 10-time champion, is Nadal's last big warmup tournament before Roland Garros starts on May 26.
Nadal noted that after overcoming his hip and abdominal issues, the time has come "to prove myself if I am able to push my body to the limit that I need to push to feel myself ready for what's coming."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I am not talking only about Roland Garros. I am talking about the next match. I need to lose this fear," Nadal said. "Matches like today help. Some moments I was moving faster. Some moments not. I need to get used to that, to take that risk. ... I feel more ready to try it than before."
During his 70th win in the Italian capital, the Campo Centrale crowd serenaded Nadal with chants of: "Ole, Ole, Ole, Na-dal, Na-dal."

    


"I've always been emotional to play here, these kind of events are the most important events in my tennis career," Nadal said. "The crowd has been always amazing with me, supporting me since the beginning of my tennis career. So I'm super excited to be able to play one more time here."
Nadal was coming off a straight-set loss to 31st-ranked Jiri Lehecka in the fourth round of the Madrid Open. But he has never lost consecutive matches on clay in his entire career and now that impressive statistic remains intact during what he has indicated is his final season on tour.
Nadal got out to a strong start, unleashing a 95 mph (153 kph) forehand winner en route to an early break and a 3-1 lead in the first set. But he gave the break right back in the next game when he missed three weak groundstrokes into the net.
Then at 4-4, Nadal double-faulted twice and was broken again to give the 108th-ranked Bergs a 5-4 lead and a chance to serve out the set.
In the first set, Nadal committed 16 unforced errors to Bergs' 10.
During the first game of the second set, the match was briefly suspended when a spectator in the stands required medical treatment. That allowed Nadal to chat with Carlos Moya, his coach.

    


After the 10-minute suspension of play, Nadal raced out to a 3-0 lead in the second set as he upped the power on his shots and became more aggressive.
During the third set, Nadal managed to win a point after he fell to the red clay, quickly getting up to resume the rally and then producing a delicate drop-shot winner. Then he blasted a forehand cross-court winner to break for a 3-1 lead and unleashed a double-clutch fist pump.
There were more fist pumps when Nadal rallied from 0-40 on his serve to hold for a 4-2 lead in the third.
Nadal's mother and sister sitting behind the court shouted encouragement and his 1-year-old son was also court-side -- sitting on the lap of Nadal's father.
The Nadal family can now look forward to a second-round matchup with seventh-seeded Hubert Hurkacz. Top-ranked Novak Djokovic is on the opposite side of the draw, while second-ranked Jannik Sinner and third-ranked Carlos Alcaraz both withdrew because of injuries.

    


In other matches, Serbian qualifier Hamad Medjedovic beat Alexei Popyrin 6-3, 6-2; Thiago Seboth Wild defeated French qualifier Gregoire Barrere 6-4, 6-2; and Dominik Koepfer eliminated Andrea Vavassori 6-4, 6-3.
Two former top-ranked women eliminated seeded players. Naomi Osaka beat 19th-seeded Marta Kostyuk 6-3, 6-2 in a match that was suspended for about an hour because of rain, and Angelique Kerber ousted 17th-seeded Veronika Kudermetova 6-3, 6-0.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nadal-italian-open-tennis-3e3288dd423c8abab401ea770e9ad0fa
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    [image: FILE - Workers put up signs celebrating the awarding of a new NHL team to Utah at the Delta Center Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Salt Lake City. It may look like an NHL team has just fallen into Salt Lake City's lap. But local organizers say the Arizona Coyotes' relocation to Utah is the product of a yearslong effort to beckon professional hockey and other elite sports to the capital city. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: Players on Utah's NHL hockey team are introduced Wednesday, April 24, 2024, at Delta Center in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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[image: Ryan Smith, co-founder and chairman of Smith Entertainment Group, speaks before Utah NHL hockey team is introduced to fans during a welcome event Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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[image: Ashley and Ryan Smith, owners of Utah's new NHL hockey team, speak before players were introduced to fans Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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[image: Fans wait for players on Utah's new NHL hockey game to be introduced Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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[image: FILE - NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, left, and Ryan Smith, co-founder and chairman of Smith Entertainment Group, speak during a news conference Friday, April 19, 2024, in Salt Lake City about the move of the Arizona Coyotes franchise to Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: Fans wait for players on Utah's new NHL hockey game to be introduced Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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[image: FILE - NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, left, and Ryan Smith, co-founder and chairman of Smith Entertainment Group, speak during a news conference Friday, April 19, 2024, in Salt Lake City about the move of the Arizona Coyotes franchise to Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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                                        Ownership of the NHL's team in Utah has given fans 20 choices to vote on for the franchise's new name, according to a survey sent out Wednesday by Smith Entertainment Group.
Owner Ryan Smith has told The Associated Press the team will have a name starting with Utah. The inaugural season will feature jerseys with the name of the state on them, with a name, logo and colors to debut for 2025-26 after work done by the branding company Doubleday & Cartwright.
"Utah's NHL team is a community asset, and we want to make sure that the community has a say in what the name is," said Smith, whose group also owns the NBA's Utah Jazz. "Utah has shown up for this team from the moment the NHL awarded us the franchise less than three weeks ago, and it is only fitting that our fans get the rare opportunity to help name the team they'll be cheering for."

    


The options provided to choose from are:

	Frost
	Ice
	Powder
	Mountaineers
	Freeze
	Mammoth
	Black Diamonds
	Blast
	Caribou
	Blizzard
	Swarm
	Hive
	Outlaws
	Yeti
	Squall
	Fury
	Glaciers
	Canyons
	Venom
	HC, which stands for Hockey Club. 

SEG bought the Arizona Coyotes from former owner Alex Meruelo for $1.2 billion and relocated the team to Salt Lake City. Utah will start play in the Jazz's downtown arena, Delta Center. It has the sixth pick in the NHL draft after not moving up in the lottery won Tuesday night by San Jose.




___
This story has been corrected to show team was sold for $1.2 billion, not $1.2 million.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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    [image: FILE - South Florida guard Brandon Stroud attempts to knock the ball away from Charlotte forward Igor Milicic Jr. (24) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. Milicic Jr., one of the top big men in the American Athletic Conference at Charlotte last season, will play his final year at Tennessee. Volunteers coach Rick Barnes on Thursday, May 9, announced the addition of Milicic, who becomes the third transfer to join the team for 2024-25. (AP Photo/Matt Kelley, File)]
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[image: FILE -Seton Hall's Kadary Richmond (1) looks to pass during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Marquette Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024, in Newark, N.J. tar guard Kadary Richmond is transferring to St. John's from Seton Hall, staying close to home inside the Big East but switching sides in their Hudson River rivalry. Rated the top player still available in the transfer portal, the 6-foot-6 Richmond was a first-team all-Big East selection last season. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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                                        The NCAA has approved a waiver that will allow men's and women's basketball programs to pay for unlimited official recruiting visits to help teams deal with roster depletion caused by transfers, according to a memo obtained Thursday by The Associated Press.
The Athletic first reported the approval of a blanket waiver by the men's and women's basketball oversight committees.
Currently, men's basketball programs are allowed 28 official visits over a rolling two-year period. The number for women's programs is 24.
The waiver will cover a two-year period, starting Aug. 1, 2023, and run through July 31, 2025. The NCAA Division I Council in June will consider proposed legislation that would lift the limit on official visits in men's and women's basketball permanently.
Last month, the NCAA changed its rules to allow all athletes to be immediately eligible to play no matter how many times they transfer -- as long as they meet academic requirements. The move came after the association fast-tracked legislation to fall in line with a recent court order.

    


Several states, including West Virginia, sued the NCAA late last year, challenging rules requiring undergraduate athletes to sit out for a season if they transferred more than once.




With what amounts to unlimited and unrestricted transfers, player movement in basketball has increased and forced programs into a bind created by unusually high levels of roster turnover.
In some cases, coaches are replacing almost an entire team. The scholarship limit in Division I for men's basketball is 13 and 15 for women's teams.
___
AP Sports https://apnews.com/sports
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    [image: Indiana Pacers' Andrew Nembhard (2) defends against New York Knicks' Jalen Brunson (11) during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Isaiah Hartenstein (55) celebrates with Donte DiVincenzo (0) during the second half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the Indiana Pacers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. The Knicks won 130-121. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Indiana Pacers head coach Rick Carlisle, right, argues with a referee during the second half of Game 2 of the team's NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the New York Knicks, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. The Knicks won 130-121. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Jalen Brunson (11) runs on the court after scoring against the Indiana Pacers during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Jalen Brunson (11) gestures after making a 3-point shot against the Indiana Pacers during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Indiana Pacers' Aaron Nesmith (23) passes the ball away from New York Knicks' Precious Achiuwa (5) during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Indiana Pacers' Tyrese Haliburton drives past New York Knicks' Josh Hart, right, during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Jalen Brunson (11) defends against Indiana Pacers' T.J. McConnell (9) during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Josh Hart (3) fights for control of the ball with Indiana Pacers' Aaron Nesmith during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Donte DiVincenzo, right, shoots over Indiana Pacers' Obi Toppin and Isaiah Jackson (22) during the second half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. The Knicks won 130-121. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' OG Anunoby (8) and Isaiah Hartenstein (55) defend against a shot by Indiana Pacers' Aaron Nesmith (23) during the second half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. The Knicks won 130-121. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' OG Anunoby (8) drives past Indiana Pacers' Obi Toppin (1) during the second half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. The Knicks won 130-121. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Isaiah Hartenstein (55) celebrates with Donte DiVincenzo (0) during the second half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the Indiana Pacers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. The Knicks won 130-121. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Indiana Pacers head coach Rick Carlisle, right, argues with a referee during the second half of Game 2 of the team's NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the New York Knicks, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. The Knicks won 130-121. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Jalen Brunson (11) gestures after making a 3-point shot against the Indiana Pacers during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Jalen Brunson (11) defends against Indiana Pacers' T.J. McConnell (9) during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Josh Hart (3) fights for control of the ball with Indiana Pacers' Aaron Nesmith during the first half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' Donte DiVincenzo, right, shoots over Indiana Pacers' Obi Toppin and Isaiah Jackson (22) during the second half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. The Knicks won 130-121. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Knicks' OG Anunoby (8) drives past Indiana Pacers' Obi Toppin (1) during the second half of Game 2 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff series Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. The Knicks won 130-121. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jalen Brunson left the locker room on an injured leg, walked onto the court and sent the Madison Square Garden crowd into a frenzy, just as Willis Reed had exactly 54 years earlier.
As the roars turned into "MVP! MVP!" chants, Brunson tried to block out the pain in his body and the noise all around him as he warmed up at halftime.
"It was really cool to hear, but I just knew that I had to get my mind in the right place to figure out how I was going to attack the second half," Brunson said. 
He shook off his right foot injury to score 24 of his 29 points in the final two quarters, leading the New York Knicks to a 130-121 victory over the Indiana Pacers on Wednesday night for a 2-0 lead in the Eastern Conference semifinals.
On the anniversary of Reed's dramatic emergence from the locker room before Game 7 of the 1970 NBA Finals to lead the Knicks to their first title, Brunson had missed the entire second quarter while the Pacers surged ahead to a double-figure lead.

    


Reed's teammates have said they didn't know if he would play that night. Brunson's had no doubt.
"I mean, he's a warrior. That's all I got," Donte DiVincenzo said. "There was no doubt in my mind that he'll be back. All season long, no matter what is thrown at him, injury bug or whatever, he always bounces back. And we knew the severity of the game and everything, so we knew, everybody had confidence he was coming back." 




Brunson fell short of becoming the second player in NBA history to score 40 or more points in five straight playoff games, but he gave the Knicks everything they needed to move halfway to their first Eastern Conference finals appearance since 2000.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He's a great leader, so I think the players all have respect for that, when a guy goes out and is willing to give whatever he has, and so that says a lot about him," Knicks coach Tom Thibodeau said. 

    


OG Anunoby added a career playoff-high 28 points before leaving with a left hamstring injury in the third quarter for the injury-riddled Knicks, who have already lost three key players to season-ending injuries.
But they got Brunson back and received huge efforts again from his two Villanova teammates. DiVincenzo scored 28 points and Josh Hart had 19 points, 15 rebounds and seven assists for the No. 2-seeded Knicks.
Tyrese Haliburton rebounded from a poor Game 1 with 34 points, nine assists and six rebounds for the Pacers, who finished the game without coach Rick Carlisle after he got two technical fouls and was ejected. 
"Small-market teams deserve an equal shot," Carlisle said during a postgame complaint about the officiating. "They deserve a fair shot no matter where they are playing."
The series moves to Indiana for Game 3 on Friday and Game 4 on Sunday. 
Former Knicks forward Obi Toppin added 20 points in another strong effort by Indiana's reserves, but the Pacers hurt themselves by shooting just 10 for 17 (59%) from the free throw line.
Knicks fans profanely jeered Pacers Hall of Famer Reggie Miller, an enemy from the heated 1990s era of this playoff rivalry who was calling the game as part of TNT's crew, during a delirious finish to what had been a nervous first half, when Brunson was missing for the entire second quarter.

    


He had made a 3-pointer for a 24-13 lead in the first quarter, giving the Knicks 10 baskets in their first 14 shots in a blistering start. But after Toppin made one for the Pacers on the other end, Brunson began waving to the bench for a substitution as he ran down the court on offense. That was early in an 11-0 run by Indiana to tie it, and it was tied again at 36 after Toppin made three free throws with 0.3 seconds remaining.
The Pacers then made 15 of 22 shots in the second quarter in Brunson's absence, outscoring the Knicks 37-27 to take a 73-63 lead.
Brunson would only say he felt some discomfort and that once he warmed up, he knew he was going back into the game.
"I had a decision to make and I made a decision," Brunson said.
Indiana's lead was 79-70 before the Knicks stormed ahead with a 14-0 run, with Brunson contributing a three-point play during it as New York went ahead 84-79. 

    


Anunoby was hurt soon after, appearing to injure his hamstring while trying to finish a fast-break layup, but Brunson guided the Knicks through the finish with 14 points in the fourth quarter. 
With All-Star Julius Randle gone to shoulder surgery and key reserves Mitchell Robinson and Bojan Bogdanovic lost in the playoffs, the Knicks have been relying on their starters to play major minutes -- all 48 of them for Hart in both games of the series.
So they can't afford to play without Brunson, who finished fifth in the voting for MVP that Nikola Jokic won Wednesday.
He had joined Jerry West, Michael Jordan and Bernard King as the only players with at least four straight 40-point games in the playoffs, and came in as the leading scorer in the postseason with 36.6 points per game.

    


Brunson ended up getting fairly close to that despite playing only 32 minutes, saying afterward that teammates were teasing him with Reed jokes.
Isaiah Hartenstein finished with 14 points, 12 rebounds and eight assists for the Knicks, forced to play 39 minutes after the Knicks announced Tuesday that Robinson would miss at least six weeks with a stress injury to his left ankle. 
The Knicks paid tribute to Reed's return, one of the most memorable moments in NBA and Madison Square Garden history, during the first quarter. His No. 19 jersey, hanging in the rafters, was spotlighted, and Hall of Fame teammate Walt Frazier came onto the court for an ovation. 
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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                                        MARSEILLE, France (AP) -- Ukrainian gymnast Mariia Vysochanska led a group of European athletes carrying the torch for the Paris Olympics through the Mediterranean city of Marseille on Thursday, in an important symbolic moment for her war-ravaged country.
The torch relay in Marseille marked the start of an 11-week journey across France ahead of the Olympics opening ceremony on July 26. The ambiance was electric as crowded Marseille streets cheered the relay of torchbearers that included athletes like basketball player Tony Parker or former soccer player Basile Boli.
The big moment for Ukraine came at midday, when a collective of 27 athletes and para-athletes from each EU country took the torch and joined the relay in celebration of Europe Day on May 9. They formed a guard of honor to welcome Vysochanska, who won two gold medals at the 2020 European Championships and competed at the Olympic Games in Tokyo in 2021.

    


"It is very hard to put all the emotions I experience into words,'' said the 21-year-old athlete. ''I feel pride and incredible happiness that Ukraine became the 28th country (to carry the flame with EU countries), and that the captain has honoured me by letting me carry the Olympic flame."




Ukraine's deputy sports minister, Viktoriia Riasna, also expressed her delight and gratitude. 
"Ukraine is Europe. Ukraine today became the captain of the torch relay with 27 other representatives from EU countries. It means a lot to us. And I really hope it means a lot to (the) EU, " Riasna told reporters.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After handing off to the next torchbearer, the European collective was greeted by French Sports Minister Amelie Oudea-Castera. 
The French government, which has been an increasingly vocal supporter of Ukraine, invited Vysochanska to join the event. The war has deeply complicated the efforts of Ukrainian athletes to prepare for the Olympics.

    


"It's a way to really insist on our solidarity towards Ukraine,'' Oudea-Castera said earlier Thursday. "We are doing a lot to make sure that they (Ukrainian athletes) can prepare in the best possible conditions at a time where they face that terrible war of aggression, and we want to really express that we support them the best we can."
Vysochanska's participation holds personal significance: Her father has been fighting since 2015, a year after Russia's aggression first started with the illegal annexation of Crimea and was followed by armed conflict in eastern Ukraine. Her father participated in the 242-day-long battle for Donetsk airport, where he received a head injury. Soldiers who defended the airport in the currently Russian-occupied city of Donetsk were dubbed ''cyborgs'' in Ukraine for holding the position for such a long time.
Her involvement also reflects Ukraine's efforts to join the European Union, which agreed last year for accelerated talks on accession.
The International Olympic Committee announced in March that Russian and Belarusian athletes will not participate in the Paris Olympics' opening ceremony because of the war that Russian President Vladimir Putin launched in Ukraine. Any athletes from these countries must go through a two-step vetting process to compete under a neutral banner.
___
Nouvian reported from Paris. Hanna Arhirova in Kyiv contributed.
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FIFA told to reschedule US-staged Club World Cup over fears about player welfare and rights
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                                        MANCHESTER, England (AP) -- FIFA has been told to reschedule its expanded Club World Cup just over a year before the tournament is due to be staged in he United States.
World players' union FIFPRO and the World Leagues Association are demanding reform of the international match calendar, which is controlled by soccer's world governing body.
In a letter obtained by The Associated Press, FIFA has been accused of pushing players "beyond their limits, with significant injury risks" by expanding its competitions.
FIFPRO and the WLA say this is impacting players' welfare and their "fundamental rights."
A 32-team World Cup for clubs could be FIFA's answer to the dominance of the Champions League and English Premier League as one of the most popular and lucrative sports competitions in the world. But it has sparked concerns over the demands on players in an increasingly congested match calendar, which will include an expanded 48-team World Cup from 2026.

    


The new version of the Club World Cup is slated for June 15 to July 13 next year and will mean three straight years of major competitions during the usual offseason, given the European Championship and Copa America are being staged in this summer and the next World Cup is in 2026.




FIFA has previously said the dates would be "harmoniously aligned with the international match calendar" to ensure sufficient rest for players ahead of the start of domestic leagues.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But FIFPRO and the WLA have are demanding the international calendar gets "immediately amended."
As well as rescheduling the Club World Cup, they want to reopen discussions on the release periods for players from 2024-30 and review the "Intercontinental Cup," which is effectively a replacement for the old Club World Cup, which was a short format event staged at the end of the year.
The letter warns legal action against FIFA could be considered if the governing body doesn't comply.

    


"Leagues and players cannot simply be expected to 'adapt' to FIFA's decisions, which are driven by FIFA's business strategy. We have reached the point where this situation must immediately be addressed both from a procedural and substantive perspective," the letter said.
FIFPRO has become increasingly concerned about the physical and mental health of players in the face of growing demands.
Last season, Manchester United and Portugal midfielder Bruno Fernandes made 70 appearances for club and country, including a run of 20 consecutive games as a result of the World Cup in Qatar being staged midway through the campaign.
Manchester City and Spain midfielder Rodri played in 10 different competitions.
There have been claims that such demands could lead to burnout, injuries and the premature curtailing of careers.
Concerns will hardly be alleviated by European soccer's governing body UEFA changing the Champions League format from next season, with two additional games. The European Championship has also been expanded in recent years.
A report last year by FIFPRO analyzed the impact of what it described as "extreme calendar congestion." It said 43% of World Cup players surveyed had experienced "extreme or increased mental fatigue."
The Associated Press contacted FIFA for comment.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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First round of PGA Tour Champions' Regions Tradition starts after weather delay
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                                        BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) -- The first round of the Regions Tradition has started after a three-plus hour rain delay, the second straight weekend rains have impacted PGA Tour Champions events.
The first groups teed off early Thursday afternoon at Greystone. It's the first of the 50-and-over tour's five majors.
Last week, Scott Dunlap was declared the winner of the Insperity Invitational after 36 holes, all played on Saturday. Weather washed out play on Friday and Sunday. It was Dunlap's first PGA Tour Champions title since winning the 2014 Boeing Classic.
Steve Stricker is going for his third straight Regions Tradition win and fourth in the past five. All three have come by six strokes. He tied the tournament record with a 23-under 265 last year to win by six strokes over Ernie Els and Robert Karlsson.
Thursday's delay was about 3 hours and 10 minutes.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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Hideki Matsuyama withdraws from Wells Fargo Championship before 1st round with a back injury
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- Hideki Matsuyama withdrew from the Wells Fargo Championship before the start of Thursday's first round with a back injury.
The world's 15th-ranked golfer has not played on the PGA Tour since finishing tied for 38th at the Masters last month.
The announcement came just minutes before Matsuyama's scheduled tee time.
He was not replaced in the field.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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Maryland governor signs bill to rebuild Pimlico, home of the Preakness Stakes
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    [image: FILE - National Treasure, bottom left, with John Velazquez, leads the pack toward the first turn during the148th running of the Preakness Stakes horse race at Pimlico Race Course, May 20, 2023, in Baltimore. Maryland Gov. Wes Moore signed a measure on Thursday, May 9, 2024, to rebuild Baltimore's historic but antiquated Pimlico Race Course and transfer the track to state control. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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[image: Maryland Gov. Wes Moore signs legislation, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Annapolis, Md., to rebuild Baltimore's historic but antiquated Pimlico Race Course and transfer the track that is home to the Preakness Stakes, the second leg of horse racing's Triple Crown, to state control. Maryland House Speaker Adrienne Jones is seated right, and Senate President Bill Ferguson is seated left. (AP Photo/Brian Witte)]
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                                        ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) -- Maryland Gov. Wes Moore signed a measure on Thursday to rebuild Baltimore's historic but antiquated Pimlico Race Course and transfer the track to state control.
Under the new law, Maryland can use $400 million in state bonds to rebuild the home of the second jewel of horse racing's Triple Crown, the Preakness Stakes. The 149th running of the race is set for May 18.
"Because of this bill, we have a path forward to continue running the Preakness in Maryland and renovate the historic Pimlico Race Course," Maryland House Speaker Adrienne Jones, a Democrat, said as Moore nodded in agreement at a ceremony. "This bill will create lasting economic benefits to the state and the Baltimore region."
The plan also calls for transferring Pimlico from the Stronach Group, which is the current owner of Pimlico and nearby Laurel Park, to a newly formed nonprofit that would operate under the state.

    


Under the plan, the Preakness would relocate to Laurel Park in 2026 while the new facility is being built, before returning to Pimlico, likely in 2027. The temporary move would come as the third Triple Crown race, the Belmont Stakes, is scheduled to return to Belmont Park from a two-year hiatus at Saratoga Race Course while the New York track undergoes a $455 million reconstruction.




"The state of Maryland is investing in the sport of racing in similar ways that New York has already done," said Tom Rooney, president and CEO of the National Thoroughbred Racing Association, who's also a member of the Maryland Thoroughbred Racetrack Operating Authority. "I know I speak for those of us within the sport there's a lot to be excited and optimistic about as we continue through the Triple Crown season."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Maryland lawmakers approved a plan in 2020 to rebuild the track, but it never got off the ground. The new plan increases the amount of state bonds to be used from $375 million to $400 million. The plan also calls for a training facility, with details to be determined.

    


Aptly nicknamed Old Hilltop, the track opened in 1870. It's where Man o' War, Seabiscuit, Secretariat and many others pranced to the winner's circle. It is the nation's second oldest racetrack behind Saratoga, which debuted in 1864.
But Pimlico's age has long been a concern. In 2019, the Maryland Jockey Club closed off nearly 7,000 grandstand seats, citing the "safety and security of all guests and employees." The Preakness has struggled to draw pre-pandemic attendance numbers in recent years, down to 65,000 people in 2023 for Friday and Saturday compared to more than 180,000 for the same days four years earlier.
At the end of the legislative session last year, the Maryland Thoroughbred Racetrack Operating Authority was created and tasked with taking another look at options, and it made recommendations in January to invest in Pimlico to take on a greater role in holding races.
The horse racing industry has long played a big role in Maryland culture. The racing industry and other equine industries have been a cornerstone of Maryland agriculture, as well as an integral part of preserving green space. The equine industry has an estimated $2 billion direct economic impact on the state.
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Paralympian loses medals and equipment in Brazilian floods but is improvising to qualify for Paris
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    [image: Paralympian fencer Vanderson Chaves poses for a photo in the gym where he trains, in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Just days before he started decisive competitions to secure his spot at the Paris Paralympics, his apartment was inundated, losing all his gear, medals, trophies and his passport. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]
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[image: FILE - Brazil's Vanderson Chaves, left, and France's Maxime Valet compete in men's saber individual, category B preliminary wheelchair fencing at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, in Chiba, Japan, Aug. 25, 2021. Vanderson Chaves has faced many challenges in more than a decade as a Paralympic fencer, but none as fearsome as the massive floods in Brazil's Rio Grande do Sul state. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)]
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[image: The Central Market is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]
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[image: A man rides a jet ski on a flooded street after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | A man rides a jet ski on a flooded street after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cars sit on a submerged road in an area flooded by heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Cars sit on a submerged road in an area flooded by heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: People who evacuated their flooded homes rest in a shelter amid heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | People who evacuated their flooded homes rest in a shelter amid heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: The city of Porto Alegre is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | The city of Porto Alegre is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: A man rows a makeshift boat through an inundated street flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | A man rows a makeshift boat through an inundated street flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Volunteers gather in order to help residents evacuate from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | Volunteers gather in order to help residents evacuate from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: Residents are evacuated in a military vehicle from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | Residents are evacuated in a military vehicle from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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        Paralympian loses medals and equipment in Brazilian floods but is improvising to qualify for Paris

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Paralympian fencer Vanderson Chaves poses for a photo in the gym where he trains, in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Just days before he started decisive competitions to secure his spot at the Paris Paralympics, his apartment was inundated, losing all his gear, medals, trophies and his passport. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | Paralympian fencer Vanderson Chaves poses for a photo in the gym where he trains, in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Just days before he started decisive competitions to secure his spot at the Paris Paralympics, his apartment was inundated, losing all his gear, medals, trophies and his passport. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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Paralympian fencer Vanderson Chaves poses for a photo in the gym where he trains, in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Just days before he started decisive competitions to secure his spot at the Paris Paralympics, his apartment was inundated, losing all his gear, medals, trophies and his passport. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: FILE - Brazil's Vanderson Chaves, left, and France's Maxime Valet compete in men's saber individual, category B preliminary wheelchair fencing at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, in Chiba, Japan, Aug. 25, 2021. Vanderson Chaves has faced many challenges in more than a decade as a Paralympic fencer, but none as fearsome as the massive floods in Brazil's Rio Grande do Sul state. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | FILE - Brazil's Vanderson Chaves, left, and France's Maxime Valet compete in men's saber individual, category B preliminary wheelchair fencing at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, in Chiba, Japan, Aug. 25, 2021. Vanderson Chaves has faced many challenges in more than a decade as a Paralympic fencer, but none as fearsome as the massive floods in Brazil's Rio Grande do Sul state. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)
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FILE - Brazil's Vanderson Chaves, left, and France's Maxime Valet compete in men's saber individual, category B preliminary wheelchair fencing at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, in Chiba, Japan, Aug. 25, 2021. Vanderson Chaves has faced many challenges in more than a decade as a Paralympic fencer, but none as fearsome as the massive floods in Brazil's Rio Grande do Sul state. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)
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[image: The Central Market is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | The Central Market is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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The Central Market is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: A man rides a jet ski on a flooded street after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | A man rides a jet ski on a flooded street after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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A man rides a jet ski on a flooded street after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: Cars sit on a submerged road in an area flooded by heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Cars sit on a submerged road in an area flooded by heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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Cars sit on a submerged road in an area flooded by heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: People who evacuated their flooded homes rest in a shelter amid heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | People who evacuated their flooded homes rest in a shelter amid heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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People who evacuated their flooded homes rest in a shelter amid heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The city of Porto Alegre is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | The city of Porto Alegre is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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The city of Porto Alegre is flooded after heavy rain in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: A man rows a makeshift boat through an inundated street flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | A man rows a makeshift boat through an inundated street flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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A man rows a makeshift boat through an inundated street flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: Volunteers gather in order to help residents evacuate from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | Volunteers gather in order to help residents evacuate from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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Volunteers gather in order to help residents evacuate from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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[image: Residents are evacuated in a military vehicle from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | Residents are evacuated in a military vehicle from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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Residents are evacuated in a military vehicle from an area flooded by heavy rains, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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                                        PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil (AP) -- Vanderson Chaves has faced many challenges in more than a decade as a Paralympic fencer, but none as fearsome as the massive floods in Brazil's Rio Grande do Sul state.
The waters washed away his equipment, dozens of medals, his passport -- and might have even thwarted his chances of reaching the Paris Games in September.
Chaves' ground-floor apartment, ideal for his wheelchair, lies in an elevated area of state capital Porto Alegre. Still, that didn't spare him from becoming one of the 230,000 people displaced by the floodwaters.
Days later, his home remains submerged, his few remaining belongings fit in a car, and it's affecting his mental health ahead of two key competitions next week for him to secure his Paralympics berth.
"There's no way this wouldn't affect me. To compete and to train well, you need to be well psychologically. And I'm not," Chaves told The Associated Press at the Gremio Nautico Uniao, a club that has been turned into shelter for about 300 people since the floods began. "I come from an impoverished area of Porto Alegre. Everything for me is more difficult to achieve. I am Black, I am disabled. And now this."

    


The fencer competed at the Paralympic Games in Rio de Janeiro in 2016 and at Tokyo in 2021. For many years, he has been among the best in the Americas in foil and sabre. He needs to score a few more points in two competitions in Sao Paulo to ensure he gets to travel to Paris. And to get that ticket, he will have to count on donated gear and an unexpectedly tiresome trip because Porto Alegre's airport is flooded, too.




Chaves will travel from Porto Alegre to Florianopolis on Tuesday in a minivan for about six hours and 460 kilometers (280 miles). Then he will take a short flight to Sao Paulo, so he can compete from next Thursday into the weekend. His main rivals, who come from Argentina and the U.S., will be training and fine-tuning until then as they seek to overtake the Brazilian in the world rankings and reach Paris.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I went to my mother-in-law's house, this is my first day back at the club. It is like war here, I don't even know whether I would have my mind to train," said Chaves, who has needed a wheelchair since an accident with a firearm at age 12. "But if there was some training I would be here, that was always my outlet."

    


There's little chance that he will return to his apartment anytime soon, with heavy rains still forecast. That's why authorities are rushing to rescue survivors of massive flooding that has killed at least 100 people and left another 130 missing.
Storms were expected in the state on Thursday, with hail and high wind.
Chaves' coach, Eduardo Nunes, says the fencer will face trouble beyond the mental stress and the unexpectedly long trip in his attempt to qualify for the Paralympics. 
"He will have new gloves. For a soccer player, that's like having new boots. He could get blisters with that, the gloves won't be softened. His outfit also needs to be softened, and he won't have time to do that and get used to moving around with it. Those little details will affect him. But he can overcome all that," Nunes said. "The toughest thing will still be his mental health. To focus on what he needs to focus."

    


Fencers from Brazil and the United States have offered Chaves clothing and equipment. If he secures a spot in Paris, Brazil's government will automatically grant him better resources to compete.
Chaves believes his challenges can be turned into positives if he qualifies. He still hopes he can find some of his medals.
"I know that a lot of children, a lot of wheelchair fencers, get inspiration from me," Chaves said in an emotional tone at the training facility, where donations for homeless people were piling up in the next room. "I motivate them. I can use this to encourage them, and I can use it to encourage myself to go after this, too.
"I like to wake up watching the medals, thinking that the following week there's going to be more medals there," he said. "That's something that gives me extra motivation. And that's because I know that I still have it all there under water."
___
AP Olympics https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/paralympian-floods-brazil-paris-2fc88200165a5a437ebde4fa9f2658fc
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Thousands of pro-Palestinian protesters march in Malmo against Israel's Eurovision participation
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    [image: A protester shouts into a megaphone during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 19 | A protester shouts into a megaphone during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Protestors takes part in the Stop Israel demonstration between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 19 | Protestors takes part in the Stop Israel demonstration between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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[image: Protestors fix a Palestinian and Swedish flag atop of a building during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 19 | Protestors fix a Palestinian and Swedish flag atop of a building during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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[image: Climate activist Greta Thunberg takes part in a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 19 | Climate activist Greta Thunberg takes part in a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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[image: Protestors carry a model of the Dome of the Rock during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 19 | Protestors carry a model of the Dome of the Rock during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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[image: A protestor stands on.a flag of Israel during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 19 | A protestor stands on.a flag of Israel during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 19 | People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Protesters hold a banner with the words in Swedish "No To Genocide" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 19 | Protesters hold a banner with the words in Swedish "No To Genocide" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Protesters hold a banner during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 19 | Protesters hold a banner during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 19 | People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 19 | People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People carry a banner with the words in Swedish "For an independent Palestine" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: People carry posters and Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: People carry banners and Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 19 | People carry banners and Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Police stand by next to a bridge during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Protesters hold up a banner with the words in Swedish "No To Genocide" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: People wave flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 19 | People wave flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Protesters take part in the Stop Israel demonstration in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Several protests are expected against Israel's participation in the 68th edition of the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) at the Malmo Arena. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 19 | Protesters take part in the Stop Israel demonstration in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Several protests are expected against Israel's participation in the 68th edition of the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) at the Malmo Arena. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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[image: Protesters carry a giant Palestinian flag in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Several protests are expected against Israel's participation in the 68th edition of the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) at the Malmo Arena. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 19 | Protesters carry a giant Palestinian flag in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Several protests are expected against Israel's participation in the 68th edition of the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) at the Malmo Arena. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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        Thousands of pro-Palestinian protesters march in Malmo against Israel's Eurovision participation

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A protester shouts into a megaphone during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 19 | A protester shouts into a megaphone during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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A protester shouts into a megaphone during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Protestors takes part in the Stop Israel demonstration between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 19 | Protestors takes part in the Stop Israel demonstration between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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Protestors takes part in the Stop Israel demonstration between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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[image: Protestors fix a Palestinian and Swedish flag atop of a building during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 19 | Protestors fix a Palestinian and Swedish flag atop of a building during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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Protestors fix a Palestinian and Swedish flag atop of a building during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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[image: Climate activist Greta Thunberg takes part in a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 19 | Climate activist Greta Thunberg takes part in a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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Climate activist Greta Thunberg takes part in a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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[image: Protestors carry a model of the Dome of the Rock during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 19 | Protestors carry a model of the Dome of the Rock during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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Protestors carry a model of the Dome of the Rock during a Stop Israel demonstration, between Stortorget and Molleplatsen in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. There have been calls for Israel to be excluded from the Eurovision Song contest because of its conduct in its war against Hamas. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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[image: A protestor stands on.a flag of Israel during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 19 | A protestor stands on.a flag of Israel during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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A protestor stands on.a flag of Israel during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 19 | People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Protesters hold a banner with the words in Swedish "No To Genocide" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Protesters hold a banner with the words in Swedish "No To Genocide" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Protesters hold a banner during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 19 | Protesters hold a banner during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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Protesters hold a banner during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 19 | People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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People wave Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People carry a banner with the words in Swedish "For an independent Palestine" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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People carry a banner with the words in Swedish "For an independent Palestine" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People carry posters and Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 19 | People carry posters and Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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People carry posters and Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People carry banners and Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 19 | People carry banners and Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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People carry banners and Palestinian flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Police stand by next to a bridge during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Police stand by next to a bridge during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Protesters hold up a banner with the words in Swedish "No To Genocide" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Protesters hold up a banner with the words in Swedish "No To Genocide" during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: People wave flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 19 | People wave flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 19
People wave flags during a Pro-Palestinian demonstration for excluding Israel from Eurovision ahead of the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Protesters take part in the Stop Israel demonstration in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Several protests are expected against Israel's participation in the 68th edition of the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) at the Malmo Arena. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]
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                                        MALMO, Sweden (AP) -- Not everyone in Malmo was welcoming the Eurovision Song Contest to town.
Thousands of pro-Palestinian demonstrators protested in the Swedish port city on Thursday against Israel's participation in the pan-continental pop competition.
Protesters waving green, white, black and red Palestinian flags packed the historic Stortorget square near Malmo's 16th-century town hall before a planned march through the city for a rally in a park several miles (kilometers) from the Eurovision venue. Police estimated that between 10,000 and 12,000 people took part. Among those in the crowd was Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg.
Chanting "from the river to the sea, Palestine will be free!" and "Israel is a terror state," the demonstrators set off smoke flares in the Palestinian colors during a noisy, peaceful rally to criticize Israel and call for a cease-fire. There was a large police presence, with a hovering helicopter, and officers on rooftops with binoculars.

    


"It's important to be here," said Amani Eli-Ali, a Malmo resident of Palestinian heritage. "It's not OK for Sweden to arrange this Eurovision and have Israel in the contest."




Protester Saadallah Aoudi, a Swedish citizen with Palestinian roots, said "this is the wrong time" for Israel to take part in the competition.
"It's about songs, and songs are about love. ... They should be here when there is peace," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Israel-Hamas war, which has killed almost 35,000 Palestinians, has brought a jarring juxtaposition to Eurovision week in Malmo. Music fans in colorful sequined outfits or draped in their national flags mixed in the streets with supporters of the Palestinian cause in keffiyeh scarves.
Palestinian flags fly from windows and balconies along a pedestrianized thoroughfare that has been temporarily renamed "Eurovision street."
A smaller pro-Israel protest was also held Thursday in a central Malmo square.

    


Pro-Palestinian groups plan to march again on Saturday, the day of the Eurovision final.
Israel's government warned its citizens of a "tangible concern" Israelis could be targeted for attack in Malmo during the contest.
Contest organizers, who try to keep Eurovision a non-political event, have rejected calls to bar Israel over the conduct of its war against Hamas.
But they told Israel to change the lyrics of its entry, originally titled "October Rain" in apparent reference to Hamas' cross-border Oct. 7 attack that killed some 1,200 Israelis and triggered the war. The song was renamed "Hurricane" and Israeli singer Eden Golan was allowed to remain in the contest.
She will compete in Thursday's semi-final. Some audience members attending a dress rehearsal on Wednesday could be heard to boo during Golan's performance.
Critics of the decision to let Israel compete point out that Russia was kicked out of Eurovision in 2022 after its full-scale invasion of Ukraine, and Belarus was ejected a year earlier over its government's crackdown on dissent.
"We're supposed to be united by music but we're not united, because Israel is participating," said Malmo resident Anders Trolle-Schultz, who attended the protest.

    


"I think Malmo should have kept Eurovision, but we should have told Israel either 'Stay away,' or maybe even say, why don't we invite a Palestinian music group to participate? That would be fair."
Historian Dean Vuletic, author of "Postwar Europe and the Eurovision Song Contest," said Eurovision has long been a focus of political controversies. Turkey's 1974 invasion of Cyprus led to a Greek boycott the following year. Georgia pulled out of Eurovision in 2009, a year after it fought a brief war with Russia, after organizers rejected its proposed song, "We Don't Wanna Put In" -- an obvious reference to Russian leader Vladimir Putin.
"Whenever countries compete with each other, things are going to get political," and Eurovision has always reflected the "political zeitgeist" in Europe, he said.
While the last two years' competitions have seen an outpouring of support for Ukraine, this year "we see Europe divided over the war in Gaza."
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Vols announce addition of Igor Milicic Jr. from Charlotte. Croatian was among the top big men in AAC

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - South Florida guard Brandon Stroud attempts to knock the ball away from Charlotte forward Igor Milicic Jr. (24) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game on Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. Milicic Jr., one of the top big men in the American Athletic Conference at Charlotte last season, will play his final year at Tennessee. Volunteers coach Rick Barnes on Thursday, May 9, announced the addition of Milicic, who becomes the third transfer to join the team for 2024-25. (AP Photo/Matt Kelley, File)]
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                                        Igor Milicic Jr., one of the top big men in the American Athletic Conference at Charlotte last season, will play his final year at Tennessee.
Volunteers coach Rick Barnes announced on Thursday the addition of Milicic, who becomes the third transfer to join the team for 2024-25.
The 6-foot-10, 225-pound Croatian spent his first season at Virginia and the last two at Charlotte. He has averaged 8.5 points and 5.1 rebounds per game in his career.
Milicic is coming off his best season. He averaged 12.8 points, 8.5 rebounds, 1.7 assists and 1.1 blocks per game and started 30 of 31. He shot 48.7%, including 37.6% on 3-pointers.
The Vols also have added guard Darlinstone Dubar from Hofstra and forward Felix Okpara from Ohio State from the transfer portal.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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    [image: Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, left, drops to his pads as Boston Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy (73) fires a shot for a goal during the second period of an NHL hockey game, Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen makes a save against the New York Rangers during the first period in Game 1 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Sunday, May 5, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Pyotr Kochetkov is set to start in goal for the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 3 against the New York Rangers on Thursday night, as they make a change in net trailing the second-round series 2-0.
Coach Rod Brind'Amour announced the decision roughly seven hours before puck drop, citing Andersen's workload as the reason for the move.
"Freddy's played really well, but he's also played a lot," Brind'Amour said. "I think giving him a little rest is the best thing."
Andersen allowed eight goals on 62 shots through the first two games against the Rangers, though he has hardly been the biggest reason Carolina needs to mount a comeback. The 34-year-old Dane has played 17 games since returning from blood clotting issues in March.
Kochetkov, still technically a rookie at 24 though he has multiple seasons of NHL experience, has not played since April 14.

    


"At the end of the day, he's fresh and hopefully has a great game," Brind'Amour said.
Fellow Russian Evgeny Kuznetsov will also return to the lineup after being scratched in the Hurricanes' Game 2 overtime loss at New York.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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    [image: FILE - Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver Allen Robinson II (11) sits on the bench during the second half of an NFL football game against the Cincinnati Bengals in Pittsburgh, Saturday Dec. 23, 2023. The New York Giants have signed wide receiver Allen Robinson to a free-agent contract with the hope of boosting one of the NFL's worst passing games. The Giants announced the signing Thursday, May 9, 2024, two months after Robinson was cut by the Pittsburgh Steelers in a cost-cutting move.(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver Allen Robinson II (11) sits on the bench during the second half of an NFL football game against the Cincinnati Bengals in Pittsburgh, Saturday Dec. 23, 2023. The New York Giants have signed wide receiver Allen Robinson to a free-agent contract with the hope of boosting one of the NFL's worst passing games. The Giants announced the signing Thursday, May 9, 2024, two months after Robinson was cut by the Pittsburgh Steelers in a cost-cutting move.(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver Allen Robinson II (11) makes a catch against the Cincinnati Bengals during a NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, in Cincinnati. The New York Giants have signed wide receiver Allen Robinson to a free-agent contract with the hope of boosting one of the NFL's worst passing games. The Giants announced the signing Thursday, May 9, 2024, two months after Robinson was cut by the Pittsburgh Steelers in a cost-cutting move. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean, File)]
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                                        EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) -- The New York Giants have signed wide receiver Allen Robinson to a free-agent contract with the hope he can help boost the team's struggling offense.
The Giants announced the signing Thursday, two months after Robinson was cut by the Pittsburgh Steelers in a cost-cutting move. The 30-year-old Robinson is a veteran presence in a receivers room adding first-round draft pick Malik Nabers, the all-time leading receiver at LSU.
Robinson started all 17 games for the Steelers last season and caught 34 balls for 280 yards, both career lows except for the 2017 season when an injury limited him to one game.
He has 562 career receptions for 7,028 yards and 43 touchdowns in 127 games, including 122 starts, for the Steelers and three other teams since Jacksonville drafted him in the second round in 2014.
Robinson made the Pro Bowl in 2015, when his 14 touchdown receptions tied for the NFL lead and he set the Jaguars' single-season record. Robinson also posted a personal-best 1,400 receiving yards that year, the first of three 1,000-yard campaigns of his career.

    


Robinson caught at least one pass in 118 consecutive games to start his career, and he became the fifth Chicago Bears player to post back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons in 2019 and 2020.




The Giants will head into the season with Daniel Jones back as their starting quarterback. He's coming off a torn ACL and has three years left on his $160 million contact.
The Giants were 6-11 last season and finished 31st in passing yards, 30th in scoring and 29th in total offense.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    [image: FILE - Laborers remove scaffolding at the Al Bayt stadium in Al Khor, Qatar, about 50 kilometers (30 miles) north of Doha, Monday, April 29, 2019. FIFA is under pressure to publish a long-awaited review into compensation for workers who helped deliver the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. (AP Photo/Kamran Jebreili, File)]
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[image: FILE - Workers work at the Qatar Education Stadium, one of the 2022 World Cup stadiums, an open cooled stadium with a 45,350-seat capacity in Doha, Qatar, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019. FIFA is under pressure to publish a long-awaited review into compensation for workers who helped deliver the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)]
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                                        FIFA came under pressure on Thursday to publish a long-awaited review into compensation for workers who helped to deliver the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. 
Human rights group Amnesty International urged FIFA to make public the findings of an independent review it said was delivered five months ago. 
Amnesty said hundreds of thousands of migrant workers "suffered grievously" while building state-of-the-art stadia and infrastructure, often in searing heat, to enable Qatar to host a World Cup that FIFA president Gianni Infantino described at the best in tournament history. 
Last November, Amnesty urged Qatar and FIFA to do more for migrant workers, particularly in terms of compensation.
"This delay only prolongs the suffering of families who lost loved ones, and workers who were abused, while delivering FIFA's flagship event," Amnesty head of labor rights and sport Steve Cockburn said. "A commitment to remedying the abuses related to the last World Cup would be a vital step towards FIFA finally fulfilling its human rights responsibilities and could be life-changing for workers and their families."

    


FIFA said the report was still being reviewed by stakeholders. 




"Generally speaking, international experts and trade union representatives who have assessed and collaborated in the labor rights programme for FIFA World Cup workers have repeatedly testified to the robustness of this program and recognized that major steps forward have occurred in the labor rights sphere," it said in a statement to The Associated Press. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With an estimated population of less than 3 million and only around 300,000 citizens, Qatar relied on migrant workers to build more than $200 billion worth of stadiums and infrastructure after it was controversially awarded the 2022 World Cup.
The treatment of foreign workers, some of whom died in the process of delivering the tournament, was the focus of criticism for more than 10 years.

    


As well as concerns about the potentially hazardous construction industry, there was criticism of the kafala employment system, which previously gave employers control over whether migrant workers could change jobs or even leave the country.
Reforms have been introduced following the World Cup but Amnesty has said migrant workers still face abuses.
Saudi Arabia is set to host the 2034 World Cup as the sole bidder. 
"FIFA cannot simply move on to other tournaments leaving suffering in its wake, not least when the opportunity to finally put things right is within its grasp," Cockburn said.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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14-year-old Cavan Sullivan signs deal with Philadelphia Union that will land him with Man City at 18
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                                        Cavan Sullivan shrugs off words like prodigy, phenom or even wonderkid, all things he's been called at just 14.
But there's no doubt Sullivan is talented. On Thursday, the Philadelphia Union formally announced that they've signed their academy prospect to a Homegrown contract that will eventually land him with Manchester City.
"I tend not to even listen to what they call me or what they say about me. It's really just what I think of myself," Sullivan said. "I don't really listen to anyone, whether it's good or bad. So it doesn't really get to me whatsoever."
The long-rumored deal -- said to be the richest Homegrown signing in Major League Soccer history, although no details were released -- allows the Union to continue to develop Sullivan and benefit in the short term from his ability, before profiting when he likely heads overseas to the Premier League. It also allows him to stay at home for a few more years.

    


Sullivan is considered one of the best young American players. In a match last April between the U.S. under-15 team and England in Spain, he scored both goals in a 2-2 draw that the Americans won in a penalty shootout.




He was named the best player at the CONCACAF under-15 championships. He had a pair of assists in the 4-2 victory over Mexico in the final.
Union coach Jim Curtin recently called Sullivan "a special talent, top talent not only in this country but in the world."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sullivan has already made his professional debut, coming off the bench for the Union's MLS NEXT team last month and getting an assist on the game-winning goal. He's made two appearances for the team, a step below the Union's senior squad.
The teen hopes to make his Union senior debut this year. If he does, he'll join his brother, Quinn, another academy product who has played for the team since 2021.
Sullivan (14 years, 224 days) is the fifth-youngest player to sign a first-team contract in MLS history. If he plays for the Union before July 29, he'll become the youngest player ever to appear in a match. Freddy Adu was 14 years, 306 days old when he debuted for D.C. United in 2004.

    


"I think Jim Curtin was really integral in getting Cavan here, if I'm being completely honest," said his dad, Brendan Sullivan. "He called us, he reached out to us, he said, `Look, I think he can play for me right away. With a little bit of a little bit of coaching, we think that he's ready and we're willing to take that on.'"
Sullivan, a Philadelphia native, is the youngest of four brothers. Quinn, 20, is the oldest. Brendan Sullivan played professionally in the A-League, which eventually became the USL First Division, a tier below MLS. His mother, Heike, played at Penn. Grandfather Larry coached at Villanova from 1991-2007.
Sullivan said he first started to get attention by clubs when he was just 10.
"I think that's really when I thought, `This is happening.' It didn't feel real but definitely triggered something in my mind where I was like, `I can do this,'" Sullivan said.
Sullivan can't play for Manchester City until he is 18. But he holds a German passport that could allow him to move to Europe and play for City-affiliated teams -- like Girona in Spain or Palermo in Italy -- when he turns 16.

    


Because of the collaborative transfer agreement with Manchester City, Sullivan's deal is unusual. It signals that the Premier League club trusts that the Union can develop an elite player.
Sullivan isn't looking too far ahead. In many ways he's a typical teenager, albeit a very gifted one. He jokes: "I'm a pretty boring kid, to be honest."
"I mean, you can see him. He's a pretty even-keeled kid," his mother said. "He really does that on his own. I'm sure we help keep him grounded, but I think he is already grounded, and I think he should get a lot of credit for that."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Simone Biles wants to turn her post-Olympic tour into a celebration. The guys are coming along too
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    [image: FILE - United States' Simone Biles competes on the uneven bars during the women's all-round final at the Artistic Gymnastics World Championships in Antwerp, Belgium, Friday, Oct. 6, 2023. Biles is bringing back her Gold Over America Tour this fall, with a twist. This time, the guys are invited too.(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Simone Biles warms up during a practice session at the U.S. Classic gymnastics competition Friday, Aug. 4, 2023, in Hoffman Estates, Ill. Simone Biles is bringing back her Gold Over America Tour this fall, with a twist. This time, the guys are invited too. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - Simone Biles warms up during a practice session at the U.S. Classic gymnastics competition Friday, Aug. 4, 2023, in Hoffman Estates, Ill. Simone Biles is bringing back her Gold Over America Tour this fall, with a twist. This time, the guys are invited too. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Michigan gymnast Fred Richard during an NCAA gymnastics meet on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023, in Air Force Academy, Colo. Simone Biles is bringing back her Gold Over America Tour this fall. The decision to include the men on the 30-city tour that starts in Southern California on Sept. 17 and ends in Detroit on Nov. 3 was intentional. That includes Fred Richard.(AP Photo/Bart Young)]
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[image: FILE - Fred Richard performs on the rings during the U.S. Gymnastics Championships, Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022, in Tampa, Fla. Simone Biles is bringing back her Gold Over America Tour this fall, with a twist. This time, the guys are invited too. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson, File)]
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                                        Simone Biles is bringing back her Gold Over America Tour this fall, with a twist.
This time, the guys are invited too.
The decision to include the men on the 30-city tour that starts in Southern California on Sept. 17 and ends in Detroit on Nov. 3 was intentional. Biles, who will try to build on her haul of seven Olympic medals this summer in Paris, wanted to broaden the show.
"I think the first time we were very driven on female-forward cast and having the beauty in that and knowing that we can put on a show without the guys and just having the girls being in their feminine power and being beautiful and being the stars," Biles said ahead of the tour's announcement on Thursday. "But this time around we're like 'OK, that worked but let's do it a little bit differently, let's invite the men.'"
That includes Fred Richard, 20, who became the first American man to medal in the all-around at the world championships since 2010 when he earned bronze in Belgium last fall.

    


Richard, who is eyeing making his first Olympic team, has made it his mission to help make men's gymnastics relevant in a country where the women have commanded much of the attention -- and much of the international success -- for decades.




The sophomore at Michigan has cultivated an avid following on social media thanks to an ability to make men's gymnastics look both fun and relatable, a somewhat difficult needle to thread.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The goal is to get as many eyes on men's gymnastics side as possible and have more people understand who we are and what we do," Richard said. "The dream is that someone walks down the street one day and someone says 'Name a male gymnast' and they actually name a male gymnast."
Working with the most decorated gymnast in the history of the sport for a couple of months might help. Richard called Biles a "role model." She sees in Richard someone who has a unique ability to connect with an audience.

    


"I think it gets really intimate when you get on Fred's platform, just because how he talks to you, the kind of stuff that he puts out is really interesting," Biles said. "I think it'll bring a whole different take."
The rest of the men's group won't be determined until after the run-up to the Paris Olympics.
"(The men) also bring a little bit, in the best way, sex appeal," Biles said. "I think that's very interesting and it brings a different type of crowd too. It's like they can do really cool tricks with little to no effort without training and so I think it'll be a beautiful show."
The women joining Biles include 2020 Tokyo Olympic teammate Jordan Chiles and 2020 Olympic floor exercise champion Jade Carey, with the rest of the roster to be revealed in the coming weeks.
Biles described the show as a "celebration" of gymnastics, though a celebration with decidedly personal elements.
She used the 2021 tour to help promote the importance of prioritizing mental health, a sometimes taboo subject Biles brought out into the open when she removed herself from multiple competitions at the Tokyo Games while battling " the twisties."

    


"Obviously we want to bring the fun, we want to bring like the exhilarating feeling, we want to bring the golden side out of everybody but those touchy subjects or whatever we want to touch on, those will come whenever people get a chance to tell their stories at the Olympics," she said.
The show will also incorporate rhythmic gymnastics and Biles said there was even talk about having "SlamBall" players -- think basketball on trampolines -- be part of the show. All with the idea of bringing as many people into the tent as possible.
The 27-year-old laughed when asked if this would be her last time as an active participant in the tour. She just celebrated her first anniversary with Chicago Bears safety Jonathan Owens and said she's not thinking much long-term beyond 2024. 
"I would never say never and I think that would be amazing to (do this) after every Olympic cycle," she said. "I think that would be a beautiful thing. But right now I can't tell you yes or no. Like no definitive answers because I don't know what life will look like in the next few years to come."
___
AP Olympics https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Wimbledon girls finalist suspended for doping on pro tour

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Nikola Bartunkova of the Czech Republic in action against Clervie Ngounoue of the US during the girl's singles final on day fourteen of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, on July 16, 2023. Wimbledon girls finalist Nikola Bartunkova was provisionally suspended by the International Tennis Integrity Agency for doping on Thursday, May 9, 2024. The Integrity Agency said that the 18-year-old Czech player tested positive for the banned heart medication trimetazidine at tournaments in Trnava, Slovakia, and Maribor, Slovenia, in February and March, respectively.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Wimbledon girls finalist Nikola Bartunkova was provisionally suspended by the International Tennis Integrity Agency for doping on Thursday.
The agency said the 18-year-old Czech player tested positive for the banned heart medication trimetazidine at tournaments in Trnava, Slovakia, and Maribor, Slovenia, in February and March, respectively.
The medication, known as TMZ, also was found in high-profile positive tests given in 2021 by Russian figure skater Kamila Valieva and 23 Chinese swimmers who were preparing for the Tokyo Olympics.
Bartunkova was beaten by Clervie Ngounoue in last year's Wimbledon girls singles final. She also reached the singles semifinals and the doubles final at the 2022 Junior French Open.
She is ranked 282nd.
Bartunkova is banned from all sanctioned tennis events pending an ITIA hearing.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: Bayern's Thomas Mueller, centre, reacts with referee during the Champions League semifinal second leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Bayern Munich at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton)]
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[image: Bayern Munich players argues with referee Szymon Marciniak at the end of the Champions League semifinal second leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Bayern Munich at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Bayern's goalkeeper Manuel Neuer, left, talks with referee Szymon Marciniak during the Champions League semifinal second leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Bayern Munich at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton)]
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[image: Bayern Munich players argues with referee Szymon Marciniak at the end of the Champions League semifinal second leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Bayern Munich at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Bayern's goalkeeper Manuel Neuer, left, talks with referee Szymon Marciniak during the Champions League semifinal second leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Bayern Munich at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- It has been a challenging season in the Champions League for the 2022 World Cup final referee Szymon Marciniak and his support officials from Poland.
Two stoppage-time decisions by Marciniak and his team -- affecting Bayern Munich in the semifinals on Wednesday and Newcastle in a group-stage game in November -- have fueled referee controversies that are rare in the elite-level competition.
Both times, Marciniak's and his team's interventions seemed to go against the widely understood advice UEFA gives match officials for its games: Don't stop play immediately for tight offside calls and don't award a penalty for handball when the ball has deflected off a player's own body.
A "disastrous decision," Bayern coach Thomas Tuchel said of the assistant's flag quickly raised and Marciniak's whistle quickly blown for a possible offside in a last-chance attack in the 13th minute of stoppage time. Bayern needed one goal to force extra time against Real Madrid.

    


Matthijs de Ligt then shot into Madrid's net that, if allowed, would have tied the score at 2-2 and kept Bayern in with a chance to reach the final.




In Marciniak's previous controversy, Newcastle coach Eddie Howe spoke of a "poor decision ... hugely frustrating" when Paris Saint-Germain converted a spot kick eight minutes into stoppage time to salvage a 1-1 draw at Parc des Princes.
A win would have lifted Newcastle above PSG into second place in the group standings, behind leader Borussia Dortmund, with one round left. PSG ultimately advanced to the semifinals and was eliminated this week by Dortmund.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Marciniak awarded the penalty for handball against Newcastle defender Tino Livramento only after being urged by his video review specialist to look at the pitchside monitor. That official, Tomasz Kwiatkowski, was stood down by UEFA from his subsequent Champions League game.

    


Kwiatkowski also was on duty on Wednesday in Madrid but never got a chance to advise on the marginal offside call against Bayern because Marciniak whistled to officially stop play before De Ligt could shoot.
"It feels almost like a betrayal in the end because of that decision," Tuchel said. "The referee does not have to whistle. He sees that we win the second ball, he sees that we get the shot away. To whistle is a very, very bad decision. It's against the rules and it's a bad decision from both of them.
"The linesman said sorry. That does not help."
De Ligt said the assistant apologized to him, saying, "I'm sorry, I made a mistake."
"If it's offside or not, I don't know, VAR can check it," the Bayern defender said. "But if you don't check it, how can you see it? This is a shame."
UEFA did not comment on Thursday in line with its policy on field-of-play rulings.
In November, Marciniak's video review specialist was removed from duty when UEFA's chief of football was Zvonimir Boban, the Croatia great who won a Champions League with AC Milan. Boban left UEFA in January in a dispute with its president Aleksander Ceferin about governance standards.

    


Marciniak and his team were already out of contention for handling the Champions League final on June 1 -- when Madrid plays Dortmund at Wembley Stadium in London -- because they officiated the showpiece game last year. They were widely praised for handling Manchester City's 1-0 win over Inter Milan, and their work at the World Cup final in Qatar. 
Controversy flared days before that Champions League final when Marciniak spoke at a business rally in Poland run by a far-right politician.
Under pressure from a Polish anti-discrimination group that works in soccer, and later UEFA, Marciniak made a statement to "express my deepest apologies" for being involved in the event. He said he was misled about its true nature.
"I humbly request an opportunity to make amends and regain your trust through my future actions," the referee said last June.
Still recognized as among the world's best, Marciniak will return to UEFA duty at the European Championship, where Bayern's stadium is one of 10 venues for the June 14-July 14 tournament.
It will be a surprise if UEFA sends Marciniak and his team to work in Munich so soon.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/referee-marciniak-bayern-champions-8a7b4255a5e42522ed44d8bb7787b64f
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    [image: Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland, back, scores the winning goal against Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) as Darnell Nurse (25) defends during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland, left, celebrates his goal as Edmonton Oilers' Darnell Nurse reacts during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland, left, celebrates his goal, next to Edmonton Oilers' Darnell Nurse during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' J.T. Miller (9) reacts after scoring against Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) as Darnell Nurse (25) watches during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) looks back at the puck as it bounces out of the net after Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland, hidden back left, scored during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Nils Hoglander, Teddy Blueger, Nikita Zadorov, Ilya Mikheyev and Filip Hronek celebrate Zadorov's goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers with Teddy Blueger during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Elias Lindholm is congratulated for his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov, Dakota Joshua, Conor Garland and Ian Cole, from left, celebrate Joshua's goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Elias Lindholm shoots the puck at Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland, left, celebrates his goal as Edmonton Oilers' Darnell Nurse reacts during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland, left, celebrates his goal, next to Edmonton Oilers' Darnell Nurse during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' J.T. Miller (9) reacts after scoring against Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) as Darnell Nurse (25) watches during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) looks back at the puck as it bounces out of the net after Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland, hidden back left, scored during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Nils Hoglander, Teddy Blueger, Nikita Zadorov, Ilya Mikheyev and Filip Hronek celebrate Zadorov's goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Vancouver Canucks' Nils Hoglander, Teddy Blueger, Nikita Zadorov, Ilya Mikheyev and Filip Hronek celebrate Zadorov's goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers with Teddy Blueger during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers with Teddy Blueger during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers with Teddy Blueger during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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Vancouver Canucks' Conor Garland celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Elias Lindholm is congratulated for his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 13 | Vancouver Canucks' Elias Lindholm is congratulated for his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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Vancouver Canucks' Elias Lindholm is congratulated for his goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov, Dakota Joshua, Conor Garland and Ian Cole, from left, celebrate Joshua's goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 13 | Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov, Dakota Joshua, Conor Garland and Ian Cole, from left, celebrate Joshua's goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov, Dakota Joshua, Conor Garland and Ian Cole, from left, celebrate Joshua's goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Elias Lindholm shoots the puck at Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | Vancouver Canucks' Elias Lindholm shoots the puck at Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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Vancouver Canucks' Elias Lindholm shoots the puck at Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner during the second period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers with Teddy Blueger during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 13 | Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers with Teddy Blueger during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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Vancouver Canucks' Nikita Zadorov celebrates his goal against the Edmonton Oilers with Teddy Blueger during the third period of Game 1 of a second-round NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs series, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) -- Conor Garland broke a tie with 5:34 left and the Vancouver Canucks overcame a three-goal deficit to beat the Edmonton Oilers 5-4 on Wednesday night in Game 1 of the second-round playoff series.
Garland took a short pass from Dakota Joshua, faked a slap shot at the right circle and slipped a wrist shot between goalie Stuart Skinner's legs from a sharp angle for Vancouver's second goal in 39 seconds and third in 4:48.
"Everybody wants to be in that moment," Garland said. "We understand when you have to execute and when you dig a hole like that, you got to execute if you want to get back in the game. And I think that was the biggest thing in the third, that we just executed and buried our chances."
Game 2 is Friday night in Vancouver.
Elias Lindholm got the comeback started with 2:59 left in the second period. J.T. Miller cut it to 4-3 at 9:38 of the third, and Nikita Zadorov tied it with 6:13 remaining.

    


"Maybe four or five months ago, or maybe last year, you might have seen some frustration, some laziness or when something frustrated us, we take a bad penalty," coach Rick Tocchet said. "If you look at it, when they're 4-1, I thought we still stayed disciplined. We weren't pinching, we weren't selling the farm. And I think that's maturity of the year, how we've kind of built our resolve."




Joshua scored early in the second period and assisted on Lindhom's goal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The belief is always there," Joshua said. "Just to know that you got to keep playing to the end, anything can happen."
Arturs Silovs stopped 14 shots for the Canucks.
Zach Hyman scored twice for Edmonton to take the playoffs goals lead with nine. Mattias Ekholm and Cody Ceci also scored, and Skinner made 19 saves.
"They're a good team and they were doing everything they could to come back and we were doing everything we could to hold on to the lead," said Oilers captain Connor McDavid, who was limited to an assist. "That happens in the playoffs. You try to hold on to lead and sometimes you're maybe a little too passive."

    


After getting just five shots on goal in the first period, Vancouver outshot Edmonton 19-7 in the last two periods.
"It's a resilient group," Tocchet said. "Sometimes we're not pretty. Sometimes things happen. But I just feel like it's a real close group. And this is when you need a close group, these situations. And I thought everyone had something to contribute tonight. There were no passengers."
Edmonton was coming off a six-day break after beating Los Angeles in five games in the first round. Vancouver eliminated Nashville in Game 6 on Friday night.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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Panthers rout Bruins 6-1 in Game 2 to tie series

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Florida Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky (72) defends against Boston Bruins center Charlie Coyle (13) during the first period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]


    

    
        
            
                    Florida Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky (72) defends against Boston Bruins center Charlie Coyle (13) during the first period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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                                        SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) -- Aleksander Barkov had two goals and two assists, Sam Reinhart added four assists and the Florida Panthers beat the Boston Bruins 6-1 on Wednesday night to tie the second-round series at a game apiece.
Brandon Montour had a goal and two assists, and Steven Lorentz, Gustav Forsling and Eetu Luostarinen also scored. The Panthers chased Bruins starter Jeremy Swayman early in the third period after four straight goals, then added two more against Linus Ullmark.
Sergei Bobrovsky finished with 14 saves for the Panthers. The five-goal margin matched Florida's biggest in a playoff game, tying the mark set against Tampa Bay in another 6-1 victory April 29.
Charlie Coyle had the goal for the Bruins, who lost to Florida for the first time in six meetings this season. The series shifts to Boston for Game 3 on Friday night and Game 4 on Sunday night.

    


CANUCKS 5, OILERS 4
VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) -- Conor Garland broke a tie with 5:34 left and Vancouver overcame a three-goal deficit to beat Edmonton in Game 1 of the second-round playoff series.
Garland took a short pass from Dakota Joshua, faked a slap shot at the right circle, sped in on Stuart Skinner and slipped a wrist shot between his legs from a sharp angle for Vancouver's second goal in 39 seconds and third in 4:48.
Game 2 is Friday night in Vancouver.
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Williams gives Gotham 1-0 win over Dash and Shaw converts PK in 2-0 victory over Utah
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                                        Lynn Williams scored an early goal and Gotham FC hung on for a 1-0 victory over the Houston Dash on Wednesday night in the National Women's Soccer League.
Williams scored for Gotham (3-2-2) just eight minutes into the game at Houston's Shell Energy Stadium. It was her second goal of the season and 87th across all competitions in the NWSL, matching Sam Kerr for the most in league history. 
"Wow, that's really cool. To have my name there with Sam Kerr is amazing. But I don't get that goal, I don't get those things, without my teammates," Williams said. 
Gotham was coming off a 1-0 victory over North Carolina over the weekend, the team's first win since March 24. 
The Dash (1-4-3) are now winless in their last five matches. 
WAVE 2, ROYALS 0
Jaedyn Shaw and Makenzy Doniak each scored a goal to give the San Diego Wave a 2-0 victory over the Utah Royals. 
Shaw converted a penalty kick in the 35th minute at Snapdragon Stadium. Shaw is the only Wave player besides Alex Morgan to score from the penalty spot.

    


"My first pro penalty. So got that one out of the way, the nerves out of the way," Shaw said. 
Paige Monaghan was called for a handball that gave the penalty to the Wave. It was the sixth penalty that Utah has conceded in six games. 




Doniak scored her second goal of the season in the 77th off a pass from Shaw as the Wave won their third straight home match. 
The Wave (3-3-1) were still playing without Morgan (lower leg) and Naomi Girma (thigh). Both are national team regulars and could figure into the U.S. plans for the Paris Olympics this summer if healthy. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It was the first of three straight road games for the expansion Royals (1-6-1), who haven't won in six matches and sit at the bottom of the NWSL standings. 
REIGN 0, CURRENT 0
The Kansas City Current remained undefeated after playing to a scoreless draw against the Seattle Reign. 
The Current (5-0-3) sit atop the NWSL standings with Orlando and lead the league with 21 goals.

    


Seattle (2-5-1) has struggled this season but defeated the San Diego Wave 2-1 last Friday while playing a majority of the game a player down because of an early red card. 
Reign goalkeeper Laurel Ivory had a heads-up save when she stopped a potential own goal from teammate Sofia Huerta in the 35th minute. Ivory had five saves in the first half and finished with six overall at Seattle's Lumen Field.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Shea Langeliers drives in 8 runs against hometown Texas Rangers as Athletics split doubleheader

    Shea Langeliers drives in 8 runs against hometown Texas Rangers as Athletics split doubleheader

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers hits a two-run home run during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers hits a two-run home run during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, celebrates with Brent Rooker, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, celebrates with Brent Rooker, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers reacts after striking out with the bases loaded to end the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers reacts after striking out with the bases loaded to end the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run off of Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, foreground, during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run off of Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, foreground, during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers watches his two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers watches his two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras, center, celebrates with Marcus Semien, left, and Ezequiel Duran after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras, center, celebrates with Marcus Semien, left, and Ezequiel Duran after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers second baseman Marcus Semien, left, turns a double play after forcing out Oakland Athletics' Max Schuemann at second during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. Esteury Ruiz was out at first on the play. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 24 | Texas Rangers second baseman Marcus Semien, left, turns a double play after forcing out Oakland Athletics' Max Schuemann at second during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. Esteury Ruiz was out at first on the play. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras hits a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras hits a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras tosses his bat after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras tosses his bat after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras celebrates his two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras celebrates his two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with third base coach Tony Beasley after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with third base coach Tony Beasley after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, center, catches a pop-up hit by Oakland Athletics' Esteury Ruiz during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 24 | Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, center, catches a pop-up hit by Oakland Athletics' Esteury Ruiz during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien celebrates after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien celebrates after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with Nathaniel Lowe after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with Nathaniel Lowe after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics pitcher Kyle Muller, left, tags out Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia at home plate during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 24 | Oakland Athletics pitcher Kyle Muller, left, tags out Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia at home plate during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oakland Athletics' Brett Harris, left, slides back safely to second base next to Texas Rangers shortstop Josh Smith on a pickoff attempt during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Brett Harris, left, slides back safely to second base next to Texas Rangers shortstop Josh Smith on a pickoff attempt during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers second baseman Marcus Semien throws to first base for the out on Oakland Athletics' JJ Bleday during the fourth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 24 | Texas Rangers second baseman Marcus Semien throws to first base for the out on Oakland Athletics' JJ Bleday during the fourth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers pitcher Josh Sborz walks off the field with an injury during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 24 | Texas Rangers pitcher Josh Sborz walks off the field with an injury during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers manager Bruce Bochy, left, hands the ball over to pitcher David Robertson, who replaced Josh Sborz during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 24 | Texas Rangers manager Bruce Bochy, left, hands the ball over to pitcher David Robertson, who replaced Josh Sborz during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Tyler Nevin reacts to being called out on strikes during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Tyler Nevin reacts to being called out on strikes during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia reacts after hitting an RBI double against the Oakland Athletics during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia reacts after hitting an RBI double against the Oakland Athletics during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers (23) celebrates with Seth Brown, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers (23) celebrates with Seth Brown, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers hits a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers hits a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run off Texas Rangers pitcher Jack Leiter, background, during the second inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run off Texas Rangers pitcher Jack Leiter, background, during the second inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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        Shea Langeliers drives in 8 runs against hometown Texas Rangers as Athletics split doubleheader

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers hits a two-run home run during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers hits a two-run home run during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                    1 of 24
Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers hits a two-run home run during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, celebrates with Brent Rooker, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, celebrates with Brent Rooker, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, celebrates with Brent Rooker, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers reacts after striking out with the bases loaded to end the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers reacts after striking out with the bases loaded to end the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers reacts after striking out with the bases loaded to end the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run off of Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, foreground, during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run off of Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, foreground, during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                    4 of 24
Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers, right, runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run off of Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, foreground, during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers watches his two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers watches his two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers watches his two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras, center, celebrates with Marcus Semien, left, and Ezequiel Duran after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras, center, celebrates with Marcus Semien, left, and Ezequiel Duran after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras, center, celebrates with Marcus Semien, left, and Ezequiel Duran after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers second baseman Marcus Semien, left, turns a double play after forcing out Oakland Athletics' Max Schuemann at second during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. Esteury Ruiz was out at first on the play. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 24 | Texas Rangers second baseman Marcus Semien, left, turns a double play after forcing out Oakland Athletics' Max Schuemann at second during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. Esteury Ruiz was out at first on the play. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Texas Rangers second baseman Marcus Semien, left, turns a double play after forcing out Oakland Athletics' Max Schuemann at second during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. Esteury Ruiz was out at first on the play. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras hits a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras hits a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                    8 of 24
Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras hits a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras tosses his bat after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras tosses his bat after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras tosses his bat after hitting a two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras celebrates his two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras celebrates his two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                    10 of 24
Texas Rangers' Leody Taveras celebrates his two-run home run against the Oakland Athletics during the fourth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with third base coach Tony Beasley after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with third base coach Tony Beasley after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                    11 of 24
Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with third base coach Tony Beasley after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, center, catches a pop-up hit by Oakland Athletics' Esteury Ruiz during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 24 | Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, center, catches a pop-up hit by Oakland Athletics' Esteury Ruiz during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                    12 of 24
Texas Rangers pitcher Michael Lorenzen, center, catches a pop-up hit by Oakland Athletics' Esteury Ruiz during the second inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien celebrates after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien celebrates after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                    13 of 24
Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien celebrates after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with Nathaniel Lowe after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with Nathaniel Lowe after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                    14 of 24
Texas Rangers' Marcus Semien, right, celebrates with Nathaniel Lowe after hitting a solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the third inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oakland Athletics pitcher Kyle Muller, left, tags out Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia at home plate during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 24 | Oakland Athletics pitcher Kyle Muller, left, tags out Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia at home plate during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Oakland Athletics pitcher Kyle Muller, left, tags out Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia at home plate during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Brett Harris, left, slides back safely to second base next to Texas Rangers shortstop Josh Smith on a pickoff attempt during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Brett Harris, left, slides back safely to second base next to Texas Rangers shortstop Josh Smith on a pickoff attempt during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers second baseman Marcus Semien throws to first base for the out on Oakland Athletics' JJ Bleday during the fourth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Texas Rangers pitcher Josh Sborz walks off the field with an injury during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 24 | Texas Rangers pitcher Josh Sborz walks off the field with an injury during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers manager Bruce Bochy, left, hands the ball over to pitcher David Robertson, who replaced Josh Sborz during the sixth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Tyler Nevin reacts to being called out on strikes during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 24 | Oakland Athletics' Tyler Nevin reacts to being called out on strikes during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Oakland Athletics' Tyler Nevin reacts to being called out on strikes during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of the team's doubleheader against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia reacts after hitting an RBI double against the Oakland Athletics during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 24 | Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia reacts after hitting an RBI double against the Oakland Athletics during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia reacts after hitting an RBI double against the Oakland Athletics during the eighth inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers (23) celebrates with Seth Brown, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers hits a two-run home run against the Texas Rangers during the second inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run off Texas Rangers pitcher Jack Leiter, background, during the second inning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Shea Langeliers has been pounding his hometown Texas Rangers.
Langeliers hit a two-run homer on his way to a career-high five RBIs in the first game of a doubleheader and drove in another three runs in Game 2 as the Oakland Athletics split the two games with the Rangers on Wednesday.
The A's beat the Rangers 9-4 in the first game and Texas held on for a 12-11 win in the nightcap, highlighted by three RBIs each from Jonah Heim and Nathaniel Lowe. 
Oakland scored four runs in the ninth before Kirby Yates earned his seventh save by retiring Tyler Nevin on a flyball to right with runners on first and second.
Langeliers hit another two-run homer in the second game and added a run-scoring groundout. He topped Hall of Famer Reggie Jackson for the Oakland record for RBIs in a doubleheader. Jackson drove in seven on Aug. 24, 1969, against Baltimore -- three in the first game and four more in the second.

    


"That's crazy," Langeliers said. "I saw the ball really well today. I thought I put good swings on good pitches to hit, just one of those days for me where I came through and got some RBIs on the board for the team. All around, looking back on the day, just a wild day. It seemed like both offenses were really getting after it."




Langeliers has 21 RBIs against the Rangers, his most against any opponent.
"Shea's been swinging the bat really well against them," said JP Sears, who got the win in Game 1. "Any time Shea's up there you feel like there's a good chance he's going to put together at least a good at-bat or hit a homer."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Oakland right-hander Osvaldo Bido (0-1) departed the second game -- his A's debut -- in the top of the third with a blister on the middle finger of his pitching hand. 
Brett Harris hit a go-ahead homer in the opener and Brent Rooker added a three-run drive in the seventh for the A's, who backed Sears (3-2) and snapped a three-game skid that came after a six-game win streak.

    


Marcus Semien homered for the Rangers against his former club. Leody Taveras then connected for a tiebreaking two-run shot in the fourth.
Langeliers went deep in the second for his eighth homer. He doubled home two runs in the fourth and tripled in J.D. Davis in the sixth.
Langeliers drove in four at Texas on April 9, when almost single-handily beat the Rangers 4-3 -- hitting three homers, including a two-run shot in the ninth inning after a pair of earlier solo shots.
"It's weird how that seems to keep lining up," Langeliers said. "I was actually having a laugh with Nate Lowe on first base, just seems like I'm getting all my hits against the Rangers right now."
Sears won back-to-back starts for the first time this year. He allowed four runs and seven hits in 5 2/3 innings.
Tyler Soderstrom hit a two-run homer in the nightcap for Oakland.
David Robertson (2-0) pitched two innings for the Rangers in the second game for the win. 
Texas right-hander Michael Lorenzen (2-2) struck out six over six innings in the first game, but was hurt by the two home runs and lost for the first time in four road starts this season.

    


TRAINER'S ROOM
Rangers: RHP Max Scherzer, scratched from his second scheduled rehab start because of thumb soreness, is taking a few more days before resuming his throwing program. "He was feeling some discomfort still in that lower thumb, upper kind of wrist area, and decided before we progress him, we want to make sure he's fully recovered," general manager Chris Young said. "So, my hope is that he starts feeling better and we can pick up where we left off and continue his rehab and join us soon." Scherzer is rehabbing from surgery in mid-December to repair a herniated disk in his lower back, and said that isn't giving him any issues. ... RHP Dane Dunning went on the 15-day injured list retroactive to Sunday with a strained rotator cuff.
Athletics: LHP Ken Waldichuk, on the 60-day injured list with a UCL sprain in his pitching arm, is set to be examined by Dr. Neal ElAttrache on Monday. Waldichuk suffered a setback in his rehab after facing hitters April 29. ... SS Darell Hernaiz underwent an MRI exam on his left foot that revealed a severe ankle sprain. He was placed on the 10-day IL and saw a foot specialist who determined he won't need surgery but will wear a boot and have a lengthy recovery. Hernaiz left Tuesday's game after landing awkwardly on first base while running out a groundball. ... 2B Zack Gelof (left oblique strain) joined Triple-A Las Vegas in Round Rock and is likely to begin his rehab assignment this weekend, while INF Aledmys Diaz (strained right calf) is scheduled to play there Friday in a rehab appearance.
UP NEXT
Rangers: Had yet to announce their rotation for a weekend series at Colorado.
A's: RHP Paul Blackburn (3-1, 3.00 ERA) is scheduled for the series opener Friday at Seattle.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/langeliers-rangers-athletics-score-25df73e2b5223f81fb79250ac91b02de
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Twins top Mariners 6-3 behind early boost on back-to-back HRs by Correa, Larnach
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    [image: Minnesota Twins starting pitcher Chris Paddack points to the crowd while walking back to the dugout during a pitching change in the the sixth inning of the team's baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota Twins starting pitcher Chris Paddack delivers during the second inning of the team's baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota Twins' Willi Castro (50) points while running the bases on a solo home run against the Seattle Mariners during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | Minnesota Twins' Willi Castro (50) points while running the bases on a solo home run against the Seattle Mariners during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Minnesota Twins' Trevor Larnach runs the bases after hitting a solo home run against the Seattle Mariners during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby stands on the mound after a solo home run by Minnesota Twins' Trevor Larnach during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby stands on the mound after a solo home run by Minnesota Twins' Trevor Larnach during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby stands on the mound after a solo home run by Minnesota Twins' Trevor Larnach during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Seattle Mariners center fielder Julio Rodriguez stands in the outfield during the first inning of a baseball game against the Minnesota Twins, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | Seattle Mariners center fielder Julio Rodriguez stands in the outfield during the first inning of a baseball game against the Minnesota Twins, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Minnesota Twins' Carlos Correa gestures while crossing home plate after hitting a solo home run during the first inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | Minnesota Twins' Carlos Correa gestures while crossing home plate after hitting a solo home run during the first inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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    [image: Minnesota Twins starting pitcher Chris Paddack points to the crowd while walking back to the dugout during a pitching change in the the sixth inning of the team's baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota Twins starting pitcher Chris Paddack delivers during the second inning of the team's baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota Twins' Willi Castro (50) points while running the bases on a solo home run against the Seattle Mariners during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota Twins' Trevor Larnach runs the bases after hitting a solo home run against the Seattle Mariners during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby stands on the mound after a solo home run by Minnesota Twins' Trevor Larnach during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby stands on the mound after a solo home run by Minnesota Twins' Trevor Larnach during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Seattle Mariners center fielder Julio Rodriguez stands in the outfield during the first inning of a baseball game against the Minnesota Twins, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | Seattle Mariners center fielder Julio Rodriguez stands in the outfield during the first inning of a baseball game against the Minnesota Twins, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8
Seattle Mariners center fielder Julio Rodriguez stands in the outfield during the first inning of a baseball game against the Minnesota Twins, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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[image: Minnesota Twins' Carlos Correa gestures while crossing home plate after hitting a solo home run during the first inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Carlos Correa and Trevor Larnach hit consecutive home runs for Minnesota in the first inning off Seattle starter George Kirby, and the Twins hung on to beat the Mariners 6-3 and help Chris Paddack win his fourth straight start on Wednesday night.
Willi Castro went deep in the second and hit an RBI triple in the fourth that put the Twins in front by three, giving Paddack (4-1) enough fuel to extend his career-long winning streak. 
The right-hander, who missed most of the previous two seasons recovering from elbow reconstruction, matched his Twins best with 10 strikeouts while pitching into the sixth. He allowed a solo homer to Mitch Garver, the only run against him. 
"That's just a freaking good outing, all the way around," manager Rocco Baldelli said. 
The Twins let Paddack throw a season-high 99 pitches, the second-most of his career, before Caleb Thielbar entered for the last two outs in the sixth. Paddack made a point to shake Baldelli's hand and thank him for the trust. 

    


"There's going to be very few opportunities that I get this year to be able to ask Rocco for more," Paddack said, "and tonight was one of those."




Castro, who has taken over as the regular center fielder with Byron Buxton out, took hold of the club's lucky summer sausage in the dugout after going deep. After putting the heavily wrapped meat on the shelf for the next homer, repeatedly smelled his batting gloves to make sure there was no rot. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I know that's going to open one day," Castro said. "It's almost there. That day is almost there." 
Cal Raleigh, whose pinch hit grand slam sparked the rally for a 10-6 victory on Tuesday, drove a two-out, two-run double off the wall in right-center off Griffin Jax to pull the Mariners within one in the seventh.
Minnesota's bullpen remains in flux with key setup men Brock Stewart and Justin Topa on the injured list. But Jax pitched a perfect eighth to bridge the gap to Jhoan Duran who got his third save with a perfect ninth inning after Ryan Jeffers and Max Kepler hit RBI doubles in the eighth to pad the lead.

    


The Mariners went 1 for 7 with three strikeouts with runners in scoring position.
"It's just really hard to get rallies going and sustain any momentum when we're not putting the ball in play," manager Scott Servais said.
Kirby (3-3), who had allowed only two home runs to date this season, surrendered three-plus homers for just the third time in 64 career starts. 
"He really throws the fastball," Castro said. "We were really aggressive with him."
Kirby gave up four runs in five innings, failing to add to Seattle's total of 22 quality starts that's tied for the major league lead with Philadelphia.
"There's nothing physically wrong with George. I know everybody's got all these ideas, whatever," Servais said. "It's not coming out right now."
Kirby Snead, who was promoted from Triple-A Tacoma before the game, pitched a perfect sixth in becoming the 1,000th player to appear in a game in Mariners history. 
TRAINER'S ROOM
Mariners: RHP Tayler Saucedo, who hyperextended his right knee while covering first base on Tuesday, was placed on the 15-day injured list before the game.

    


Twins: Topa, who was acquired from the Mariners in the trade for 2B Jorge Polanco to take a key late-inning role in the bullpen, aggravated the patellar tendinitis in his left knee in a rehab outing on Sunday.
UP NEXT
RHP Logan Gilbert (3-0, 1.69 ERA) starts for the Mariners in the finale of the four-game series on Thursday afternoon. RHP Pablo Lopez (3-2, 4.30 ERA) takes the mound for the Twins.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mariners-twins-score-a97490a1e4f20633762688318a0a365e
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Soto, Judge and Stanton homer in same game with Yankees for 1st time during 9-4 win over Astros
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    [image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto throws his bat after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | New York Yankees' Juan Soto throws his bat after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto celebrates with Aaron Judge, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto celebrates with third base coach Luis Rojas (67) after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | New York Yankees' Juan Soto celebrates with third base coach Luis Rojas (67) after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge, center, Juan Soto and Alex Verdugo, left, celebrate after the Yankees defeated the Houston Astros in a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | New York Yankees' Aaron Judge, center, Juan Soto and Alex Verdugo, left, celebrate after the Yankees defeated the Houston Astros in a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton reacts after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton reacts after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: Houston Astros pitcher Spencer Arrighetti walks on the mound after giving up a home run to New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | Houston Astros pitcher Spencer Arrighetti walks on the mound after giving up a home run to New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge gestures after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge reacts after hitting a two-run double, next to Houston Astros shortstop Jeremy Pena during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | New York Yankees' Aaron Judge reacts after hitting a two-run double, next to Houston Astros shortstop Jeremy Pena during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge watches his two-run double against the Houston Astros during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 14 | New York Yankees' Aaron Judge watches his two-run double against the Houston Astros during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Yankees outfielder Aaron Judge celebrates with Gleyber Torres (25) after the Yankees defeated the Houston Astros in a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees pitcher Carlos Rodon throws against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Houston Astros catcher Yainer Diaz, left, talks to pitcher Spencer Arrighetti after New York Yankees' Anthony Volpe walked to load the bases during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto beats Houston Astros pitcher Spencer Arrighetti to first base for a run-scoring infield single during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: Houston Astros pitcher Spencer Arrighetti throws to a New York Yankees batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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    [image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto throws his bat after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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New York Yankees' Juan Soto throws his bat after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto celebrates with Aaron Judge, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 14
New York Yankees' Juan Soto celebrates with Aaron Judge, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto celebrates with third base coach Luis Rojas (67) after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge, center, Juan Soto and Alex Verdugo, left, celebrate after the Yankees defeated the Houston Astros in a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton reacts after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: Houston Astros pitcher Spencer Arrighetti walks on the mound after giving up a home run to New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge gestures after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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New York Yankees' Aaron Judge gestures after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge reacts after hitting a two-run double, next to Houston Astros shortstop Jeremy Pena during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | New York Yankees' Aaron Judge reacts after hitting a two-run double, next to Houston Astros shortstop Jeremy Pena during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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New York Yankees' Aaron Judge reacts after hitting a two-run double, next to Houston Astros shortstop Jeremy Pena during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge watches his two-run double against the Houston Astros during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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New York Yankees' Aaron Judge watches his two-run double against the Houston Astros during the sixth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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[image: New York Yankees outfielder Aaron Judge celebrates with Gleyber Torres (25) after the Yankees defeated the Houston Astros in a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees pitcher Carlos Rodon throws against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: Houston Astros catcher Yainer Diaz, left, talks to pitcher Spencer Arrighetti after New York Yankees' Anthony Volpe walked to load the bases during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | Houston Astros catcher Yainer Diaz, left, talks to pitcher Spencer Arrighetti after New York Yankees' Anthony Volpe walked to load the bases during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 14
Houston Astros catcher Yainer Diaz, left, talks to pitcher Spencer Arrighetti after New York Yankees' Anthony Volpe walked to load the bases during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto beats Houston Astros pitcher Spencer Arrighetti to first base for a run-scoring infield single during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: Houston Astros pitcher Spencer Arrighetti throws to a New York Yankees batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Juan Soto homered and drove in five runs, Aaron Judge and Giancarlo Stanton also went deep and the New York Yankees beat the Houston Astros 9-4 on Wednesday night.
It was the first time the power trio all connected in the same game for the Yankees, who won their fifth straight and improved to 6-0 against the Astros this season.
"That certainly puts a smile on your face when those three guys do that," New York manager Aaron Boone said.
Stanton hit a 119.9 mph rocket into the second deck that was the hardest-hit ball in the majors this year.
"We all know how capable we are and when you have nights like that, it's great," Soto said.
New York starter Carlos Rodon (3-2) bounced back from his worst outing of the season last week in Baltimore. He allowed two runs and seven hits in 6 1/3 innings, earning a nice hand from the home crowd.

    


Kyle Tucker and Jeremy Pena homered for the Astros, who lost their fourth in a row and dropped to 12-24. 
Soto launched a two-run homer on the first pitch he saw in the first inning. He connected for a 440-foot drive on a fastball from Houston rookie Spencer Arrighetti (0-4), sending his 10th homer off an advertisement at the back of the Astros' bullpen in left-center field.




"I feel like when I'm hitting the ball that way and I'm in my best path and my swing is in the best spot, it's everything that I've been asking for with all my practices and everything," Soto said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Judge lined a 404-foot shot to right-center to open the third. Two batters later, Stanton's 447-foot solo drive stayed fair inside the left-field foul pole. 
It was Stanton's third hardest-hit homer since Statcast tracking began in 2015, and it came one night after he launched a 118.8 mph homer off Justin Verlander.
"I feel like the night before he had the hardest hit in baseball," Judge said. "Then he outdid himself again tonight. Just impressive."

    


Judge's homer was part of his second three-hit game this season. He added a pair of doubles, including a two-run double that put the Yankees up 8-1 in the sixth.
New York improved to 34-4 when Stanton and Judge homer in the same game, including the postseason.
Throw in Soto's drive, and the trio hit a combined 1,291 feet of home runs.
New York beat the Astros for the ninth straight time dating to last year. The season series concludes Thursday at Yankee Stadium.
Since the start of last season, the Yankees are 11-2 against Houston, which eliminated them from the playoffs four times from 2015-22, including in the AL Championship Series in 2017, 2019 and 2022.
Soto also hit RBI singles in the second and eighth along with a run-scoring groundout in the sixth. He is batting .538 (14 for 26) against the Astros in his first season with the Yankees and had his fourth career game with at least five RBIs.
"He's always been hard (to face)," Astros manager Joe Espada said. "It doesn't matter who's pitching. Juan Soto is a great hitter."
Jake Meyers hit an RBI triple and Jose Altuve had an RBI double in the ninth for Houston, which got 11 hits but went 2 for 11 with runners in scoring position.

    


Arrighetti allowed five runs and eight hits in five innings.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Astros: RHP Cristian Javier (neck), who pitched 3 1/3 innings Saturday in a rehab start for Double-A Corpus Christi, threw a bullpen ahead of his return to the rotation this weekend. ... RHP Jose Urquidy (right forearm) and OF Chas McCormick (right hamstring) are expected to begin rehab assignments this weekend.
Yankees: RHP Tommy Kahnle (right shoulder) struck out two in one inning for Class A Tampa during his first minor league rehab appearance. Kahnle will appear in at least four more rehab games before possibly being activated. ... RHP Nick Burdi (right hip), who made his first rehab appearance for Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre on Tuesday, could be activated Friday.
UP NEXT
Houston RHP Ronel Blanco (3-0, 2.09 ERA) opposes RHP Marcus Stroman (2-1, 3.41) in Thursday's series finale.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/yankees-astros-score-soto-cde76f7a1b468c5df21825f5068ce4c5
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    [image: Florida Panthers defenseman Gustav Forsling (42) greets goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky after the Panthers defeated the Boston Bruins in Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers center Sam Reinhart (13), Boston Bruins center Morgan Geekie, center, and Panthers center Aleksander Barkov (16) get into a scuffle during the third period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: An official tries to break up a fight between Boston Bruins center Trent Frederic (11) and Florida Panthers center Eetu Luostarinen (27) during the third period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers center Aleksander Barkov (16) is congratulated after scoring a goal during the third period of Game 2 against the Boston Bruins of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers center Aleksander Barkov (16) celebrates after scoring a goal against the Boston Bruins during the second period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: The puck gets past Boston Bruins goaltender Jeremy Swayman on a goal by Florida Panthers center Aleksander Barkov during the second period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers defenseman Brandon Montour celebrates after Steven Lorentz scored a goal against the Boston Bruins during the second period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 12 | Florida Panthers defenseman Brandon Montour celebrates after Steven Lorentz scored a goal against the Boston Bruins during the second period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky (72) defends against Boston Bruins left wing Brad Marchand (63) during the first period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers celebrate after defeating the Boston Bruins in Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers center Aleksander Barkov (16) passes his stick to a fan after the Panthers defeated the Boston Bruins in Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky acknowledges the crowd after the Panthers defeated the Boston Bruins in Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Boston Bruins goaltender Jeremy Swayman (1), defenseman Brandon Carlo, center, and defenseman Charlie McAvoy (73) watch from the bench during the third period of Game 2 against the Florida Panthers of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers center Sam Reinhart (13), Boston Bruins center Morgan Geekie, center, and Panthers center Aleksander Barkov (16) get into a scuffle during the third period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: An official tries to break up a fight between Boston Bruins center Trent Frederic (11) and Florida Panthers center Eetu Luostarinen (27) during the third period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers center Aleksander Barkov (16) is congratulated after scoring a goal during the third period of Game 2 against the Boston Bruins of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers center Aleksander Barkov (16) celebrates after scoring a goal against the Boston Bruins during the second period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: The puck gets past Boston Bruins goaltender Jeremy Swayman on a goal by Florida Panthers center Aleksander Barkov during the second period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers defenseman Brandon Montour celebrates after Steven Lorentz scored a goal against the Boston Bruins during the second period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky (72) defends against Boston Bruins left wing Brad Marchand (63) during the first period of Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers celebrate after defeating the Boston Bruins in Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers center Aleksander Barkov (16) passes his stick to a fan after the Panthers defeated the Boston Bruins in Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Florida Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky acknowledges the crowd after the Panthers defeated the Boston Bruins in Game 2 of a second-round series of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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                                        SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) -- Florida showed some fight, then got in some fights. And the Panthers were thrilled by all the outcomes.
Aleksander Barkov had two goals and two assists, Sam Reinhart added four assists and the Panthers beat the Boston Bruins 6-1 on Wednesday night to tie the second-round series at a game apiece.
Brandon Montour had a goal and two assists, and Steven Lorentz, Gustav Forsling and Eetu Luostarinen also scored for Florida. The Panthers chased Bruins starter Jeremy Swayman early in the third period after four straight goals, then added two more against Linus Ullmark.
"We did what we wanted to do," Barkov said.
Sergei Bobrovsky made 14 saves for the Panthers. The five-goal margin matched Florida's biggest in a playoff game, tying the mark set against Tampa Bay in another 6-1 victory April 29.
Charlie Coyle had the goal for the Bruins, who lost to Florida for the first time in six meetings this season. The series shifts to Boston for Game 3 on Friday night and Game 4 on Sunday night.

    


And it's a series now -- 146 penalty minutes getting handed out in the third period after multiple dustups created a narrative that will carry into Friday, highlighted by Florida's Matthew Tkachuk getting several shots in on Boston's David Pastrnak in a star-on-star showdown with the game already out of hand. 




"You have two elite offensive players ... it gets a little spicy out there and they wanted to go," Panthers coach Paul Maurice said. "I thought it was awesome. When it was over, they both looked like they were fine. Sorry if anyone's offended by that concept. I don't care. I thought it was awesome."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pastrnak and Tkachuk both got 10-minute misconducts -- making them the last two of 12 players to leave the game early because of scrums and scuffles.
"You had the spillovers in the third period because we did have emotion," Bruins coach Jim Montgomery said. "A little undisciplined, but that's part of playoff hockey."

    


The Bruins felt like Tkachuk got an unnecessary shot or two in during the quick tussle with Pastrnak. Pastrnak's reaction: "I'm not a very experienced fighter. I fell down. It's on me."
After the first 20 minutes, Florida was simply dominant. They didn't even allow Boston a single shot on goal for a stretch of more than 16 minutes of game time, 53 minutes of actual time. Parker Wotherspoon sent the puck the full length of the ice with 5:08 left in the second, credited as a shot since it was right at Bobrovsky. The Bruins didn't get another shot until Wotherspoon had one with 8:57 left in the third.
Swayman -- who basically split time with Linus Ullmark during the regular season, getting 43 starts to Ullmark's 39 -- made his seventh consecutive start, the longest such run for a Boston goalie since Tuukka Rask made 11 straight starts to end the 2021-22 season. 
Swayman did not make it to the finish, after Florida finally solved him in the second period. Swayman stopped 19 of 23 shots, his playoff goals-against average going from 1.42 to 1.81.
"Swayman was terrific," Montgomery said. "I thought about taking him out at 3-1, going into the third. And when the fourth goal went in, I was like, 'Well, I'm taking him out now.' He made two great saves before it went in."

    


Boston had not allowed more than one goal in any period so far in these playoffs and hadn't given up three in a period in nearly two months -- not since the New York Rangers struck for three in the third of a game on March 21, two of those being empty-netters. The Bruins hadn't had a three-goals-allowed period with an actual goalie in net since March 16 against Philadelphia.
But the Panthers found a way. Lorentz tied it, Barkov scored off a rebound to make it 2-1 and then Forsling played beat-the-clock to push the lead to 3-1.
Montour got his glove on the puck to keep in a clearing attempt from the Bruins with about 7 seconds left. His shot from the right point sailed wide, Anton Lundell controlled the bounce off the end boards and found Forsling's blast from the left side with 1.3 seconds left got past Swayman.

    


"You can't stop what you can't see and that goes for any goalie in the world," Lorentz said. "He's obviously a heck of a goalie and he's played some great hockey here lately."
The momentum carried into the third. It took Florida just 1:28 to make it 4-1, with Barkov setting up Luostarinen from in close for an easy one. That was the end of Swayman's night, and the Panthers kept pouring it on from there.
"If you paid money to come to the rink tonight, you had a hell of a night," Maurice said.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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    [image: New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton reacts after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: Houston Astros pitcher Spencer Arrighetti walks on the mound after giving up a home run to New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton hits an RBI double during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers, Friday, May 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton follows through after hitting a RBI single in the first inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers, Saturday, May 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto celebrates with Aaron Judge, left, after hitting a two-run home run against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge gestures after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates his home run as he crosses home plate past Houston Astros catcher Yainer Diaz during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates his home run as he crosses home plate past Houston Astros catcher Yainer Diaz during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Yankees slugger Giancarlo Stanton hits 119.9 mph home run, hardest-hit ball in majors this season

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton reacts after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton reacts after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7
New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton reacts after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Houston Astros pitcher Spencer Arrighetti walks on the mound after giving up a home run to New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton hits an RBI double during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers, Friday, May 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton follows through after hitting a RBI single in the first inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers, Saturday, May 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge gestures after hitting a home run against the Houston Astros during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates his home run as he crosses home plate past Houston Astros catcher Yainer Diaz during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Yankees slugger Giancarlo Stanton hit a 119.9 mph home run Wednesday night against the Houston Astros, the hardest-hit ball in the majors this season.
In the third inning of New York's 9-4 victory, Stanton pulled a 1-2 curveball from rookie starter Spencer Arrighetti into the second deck in left field at Yankee Stadium, just inside the foul pole. 
The 447-foot drive came one night after Stanton rocketed a 118.8 mph homer off Justin Verlander in Tuesday's 10-3 win over the Astros that manager Aaron Boone described as a 2-iron.
"I don't know," Boone said when asked to describe Stanton's homer Wednesday. "Just weird. Hashtag weird."
It was Stanton's third hardest-hit home run since Statcast tracking began in 2015. He launched a 121.7 mph drive off the bat against Texas in August 2018 -- the big league record in the Statcast era -- and a 121.3 mph shot at Washington in July 2020 that ranks second.

    


The home run was also the fifth hardest-hit homer tracked by Statcast. Atlanta star Ronald Acuna Jr. hit a 121.2 mph shot last September at Dodger Stadium, and Yankees teammate Aaron Judge crushed a 121.1 mph drive in June 2017 against Baltimore.




Stanton's solo shot gave New York a 5-1 lead, two batters after Judge opened the inning with his eighth home run.
It was the third time this season the duo went deep in the same game. The Yankees are 34-4 when Judge and Stanton homer in the same game, including the postseason.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I feel like the night before he had the hardest hit in baseball," Judge said. "Then he outdid himself again tonight. Just impressive. He's staying through the baseball well, using the whole field. When he's using the whole field, that's when I know he's locked in.
"It's been fun to watch him do his thing this year for sure, especially trying to bounce back after last year."
Stanton is hitting .228 with eight homers and 20 RBIs. Last season, he missed two months with a hamstring injury and batted a career-low .191 with 24 homers and 60 RBIs as the Yankees finished 82-80 and barely avoided their first losing season since 1992.

    


Judge and Stanton homered after Juan Soto hit a two-run shot on the first pitch he saw in the first inning. It was the first time the power trio all went deep in the same game for the Yankees.
"G, it's just how hard he hit the ball is amazing," Soto said. "You don't see guys hitting balls 120 (mph) every day."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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Mateo's go-ahead hit in 12th helps Orioles survive Kimbrel's blown save, beat Nats and avoid sweep
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    [image: Baltimore Orioles' Jorge Mateo (3) is congratulated by his teammates after scoring against the Washington National in the 12th inning of a baseball game at Nationals Park in Washington, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: Baltimore Orioles' Gunnar Henderson rounds second base on a solo home run against the Washington Nationals during sixth inning of a baseball game at Nationals Park in Washington, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: Baltimore Orioles' Anthony Santander rounds third base after hitting a solo home run against the Washington Nationals during the fourth inning of a baseball game at Nationals Park in Washington, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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        Mateo's go-ahead hit in 12th helps Orioles survive Kimbrel's blown save, beat Nats and avoid sweep
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jorge Mateo drove in the go-ahead run with a 12th-inning single, and the Baltimore Orioles survived another shaky outing by closer Craig Kimbrel to beat the Washington Nationals 7-6 on Wednesday night and avoid being swept for the first time in nearly two years.
The Orioles blew two-run leads in the ninth and 11th. Ryan Mountcastle put Baltimore on top 5-3 with a two-run homer in the 11th off Hunter Harvey, but pinch-hitter Ildemaro Vargas hit a ground-rule double off Albert Suarez (2-0) in the bottom half to make it 5-4, and Jacob Young then tied it with a sacrifice fly.
In the 12th, Mateo led off with a base hit to score automatic runner Jordan Westburg, advanced to third on errors by third baseman Vargas and catcher Keibert Ruiz, and scored on a wild pitch by Jordan Weems (1-1).
"It was quite a game. There was a lot of stuff that happened there the last four or five innings," Orioles manager Brandon Hyde said. "Mounty with the huge homer, Jorge with the exciting single that turned into a Little League triple. ... A lot to unpack there, but I'm definitely relieved we won the game."

    


Jacob Webb allowed Luis Garcia Jr.'s leadoff double in the bottom half that got the Nationals within 7-6 but retired the next three batters for his second save.




Kimbrel blew a save for the third time in his last five outings, and it could have been four had he not been bailed out by Yennier Cano in a 2-1 win at Cincinnati on Saturday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're going to stick with him. This guy's got a big-time track record. He's a Hall of Famer, and we need to get him right," Hyde said. "It's important that we get him right."
Kimbrel began the ninth with a 3-1 lead and retired the first two Washington batters before Eddie Rosario took him deep to right-center. He then issued back-to-back walks and was pulled for Keegan Akin, who gave up CJ Abrams' tying single.

    


The 35-year-old right-hander, signed in the offseason as a replacement for the injured Felix Bautista, is tied for fifth all-time with 425 career saves but has blown four of his 12 opportunities this season. He did not speak to reporters after the game.
"I think he's gonna be fine, man," Webb said. "He's a Hall of Famer in my book and, you know, being around him every day and, and watching what he does, I think we have all the confidence in the world."
Thanks in part to Webb, the AL East-leading Orioles split the two-game series in front of a friendly crowd against their not-so-hated local rivals and extended their streak of regular-season series without being swept to 103, fourth-best in major league history. It was the 13th time in that span they won a series finale to extend the streak. Baltimore was last swept when it dropped three straight at Detroit from May 13-15, 2022, days before star catcher Adley Rutschman made his major league debut.
Baltimore's Gunnar Henderson hit his 11th homer of the season to match Shohei Ohtani for the major league lead, a go-ahead moonshot in the sixth.
Anthony Santander also homered off Nationals rookie left-hander Mitchell Parker, who had not allowed a longball in his previous four major league starts.

    


Making his second start of the season after he was sidelined by a UCL strain, Orioles right-hander Kyle Bradish allowed one run in five labor-intensive innings. He struck out nine while allowing four hits, two walks and a hit batter.
Nationals catcher Keibert Ruiz singled in each of his first two at-bats to break out of a 3-for-51 slump.
Washington (18-18) fell back to .500 one day after achieving its first winning record since July 1, 2021.
"They put two on, we come back; they put two on, we come back," manager Dave Martinez said. "That says a lot about this ballclub. It was beautiful, it really was. We fell short, but if we keep playing like that, we're going to win a lot of baseball games."
TRAINER'S ROOM
Orioles: RHP Grayson Rodriguez threw off a mound Wednesday for the first time since going on the 15-day injured list a week ago with right shoulder inflammation. He threw 15 pitches, including some breaking balls, and said he felt fine.

    


Nationals: RHP Josiah Gray (right elbow) threw 30 fastballs in his latest bullpen session Tuesday.
UP NEXT
Orioles: Host Arizona on Friday night in the opener of a three-game series, with LHP Cole Irvin (3-1, 2.86 ERA) starting.
Nationals: Send lefty Patrick Corbin (0-3, 6.45) to the mound as they begin a three-game set at Boston on Friday night.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Beijing and Washington have quietly resumed cooperation on the deportation of Chinese immigrants who are in the U.S. illegally, as the two countries are reestablishing and widening contacts following their leaders' meeting in California late last year.
After China suspended cooperation in August 2022, the United States saw a drastic surge in the number of Chinese immigrants entering the country illegally from Mexico. U.S. border officials arrested more than 37,000 Chinese nationals on the southern border in 2023, 10 times the number during the previous year, further exacerbating tensions over immigration going into the presidential election. 
In a statement sent to The Associated Press this week, the Chinese foreign ministry said Beijing was "willing to maintain dialogue and cooperation in the area of immigration enforcement with the U.S." and would accept the deportation of those whose Chinese nationality has been verified. 

    


Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas last month told the U.S. House during a budget hearing that he had "an engagement" with his Chinese counterpart to ensure that China would begin to accept removal flights so "we can deliver a consequence" for Chinese immigrants who do not have a legal basis to remain in the U.S. 




Mayorkas also said there was one deportation flight to China, for "the first time in a number of years."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement did not respond to an AP request for details on the cooperation and the number of Chinese nationals who have been deported or await deportation. Without cooperation from the Chinese government, the U.S. cannot send back Chinese immigrants who have no legal status to stay in the country.
It is unclear when cooperation resumed, but a charter flight carrying a small but unknown number of deportees landed in the northeastern Chinese city of Shenyang on March 30, according to Thomas Cartwright of Witness at the Border, an advocacy group that tracks deportation flights. The group has not detected other flights to China, but it's possible that some immigrants could have been deported on commercial flights, Cartwright said.

    


The number of Chinese deportees was certainly small on the March 30 flight because the Gulfstream V, which took off from Arizona and stopped in Texas and Alaska before reaching China, typically has a seating capacity of 14. It also made a stop in South Korea before heading back to the U.S., according to Cartwright.
But it was a sign that Beijing and Washington are once again cooperating on deportation, after the Chinese government stopped the cooperation in response to a visit by Nancy Pelosi, then the House speaker, to Taiwan. Beijing claims sovereignty over the island and strongly opposes any official contact between the island and the U.S.
Beijing also halted high-level military-to-military dialogue, cooperation on anti-narcotics and talks on climate change, plunging relations to a low.
It wasn't until November 2023 when President Joe Biden hosted Chinese President Xi Jinping in Woodside, California, that the two sides agreed to restart the military-to-military talks and cooperation in fighting fentanyl. Dialogue on climate change had resumed before then.

    


In April, Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell complained that Beijing was doing little to curb the outflow of Chinese migrants. Beijing countered that it "firmly opposes any form of illegal immigration and severely cracks down on all forms of illegal immigration organizations."
The number of Chinese migrants arrested by the U.S. border patrol peaked in December but it showed a downward trend in the first three months of 2024.
___
Ken Moritsugu in Beijing contributed. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A divided Supreme Court ruled Thursday that authorities do not have to provide a quick hearing when they seize cars and other property used in drug crimes, even when the property belongs to so-called innocent owners.
By a 6-3 vote, the justices rejected the claims of two Alabama women who had to wait more than a year for their cars to be returned. Police had stopped the cars when they were being driven by other people and, after finding drugs, seized the vehicles.
Civil forfeiture allows authorities to take someone's property, without having to prove that it has been used for illicit purposes. Critics of the practice describe it as "legalized theft."
Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote for the conservative majority that a civil forfeiture hearing to determine whether an owner will lose the property permanently must be timely. But he said the Constitution does not also require a separate hearing about whether police may keep cars or other property in the meantime.

    


In a dissent for the liberal members of the court, Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote that civil forfeiture is "vulnerable to abuse" because police departments often have a financial incentive to keep the property.




"In short, law enforcement can seize cars, hold them indefinitely, and then rely on an owner's lack of resources to forfeit those cars to fund agency budgets, all without any initial check by a judge as to whether there is a basis to hold the car in the first place," Sotomayor wrote.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The women, Halima Culley and Lena Sutton, filed federal lawsuits arguing they were entitled to a prompt court hearing that would have resulted in the cars being returned to them much sooner. There was no suggestion that either woman was involved in or knew anything about the illegal activity.
Sutton had loaned her car to a friend. Police in Leesburg, Alabama seized it when they arrested him for trafficking methamphetamine.

    


Sutton ended up without her car for 14 months, during which she couldn't find work, stay current with bills or keep her mental-health appointments, her lawyers wrote in court papers.
Culley had bought a car for her son to use at college. Police in Satsuma, Alabama stopped the car and found marijuana and a loaded hangun. They charged the son with marijuana possession and kept the car.
The Supreme Court decision means months or years of delay for people whose property is taken, said Kirby Thomas West, co-director of the National Initiative to End Forfeiture Abuse at the libertarian Institute for Justice.
"Meanwhile owners of seized vehicles will scramble to find a way to get to work, take their kids to school, run errands, and complete other essential life tasks," West said in an email.
Justice Neil Gorsuch was part of Thursday's majority, but in an opinion also joined by Justice Clarence Thomas, Gorsuch said larger questions about the use of civil forfeiture remain unresolved.
Noting that civil forfeiture has become a "booming business," Gorsuch wrote the court should use a future case to assess whether the modern practice of civil forfeiture is in line with constitutional guarantees that property may not be taken "without due process of law." 
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Haley will meet with donors to her shuttered presidential campaign. No Trump endorsement is expected
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- Nikki Haley is meeting next week with donors who supported her now-abandoned Republican presidential campaign, a reentry into public life that comes as the former South Carolina governor keeps drawing notable support in some state primaries despite Donald Trump's status as the presumptive nominee.
Haley will appear at events on Monday and Tuesday with about 100 donors in Charleston, according to a person with knowledge of the plans. The gathering, first reported by The Wall Street Journal, is intended as a "thank you" to Haley's supporters.
Haley is not expected to endorse Trump at that time or ask her donors to back any other candidates, according to the person, who was not authorized to publicly discuss the meetings and spoke on condition of anonymity.
Haley's ability to win a significant share of the vote in some primaries where her name still appears on ballots showcases the division among Republicans as Trump marches toward a general election rematch with Democratic President Joe Biden.

    


Despite exiting the race after a near-rout by Trump across the Super Tuesday contests in early March, Haley grabbed more than 21% of the votes in Indiana's primary Tuesday. Two weeks ago, in Pennsylvania, she received nearly 17% of the primary vote. She earned similar support in Arizona just weeks after leaving the race.




Before she dropped out, Haley won nearly 27% of the votes in Michigan. She received 13% of the Georgia GOP vote shortly after her exit.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Trump, who won every Indiana county, brushed off Haley's support in an interview Tuesday with WGAL-TV of Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"All of those people are going to come to me," he said.
Indiana has an open primary system, which means any registered voter may participate in either party's primary. 
The Trump campaign claimed without evidence that Haley's support came from Democrats, adding that he would carry Indiana in November as in 2016 and 2020, when he easily won the heavily Republican state.

    


Biden's campaign attributed Haley's Indiana showing to Trump's trouble in suburbs and cited similar primary numbers in swing states such as Georgia, Michigan and Pennsylvania. The president has made an open appeal to Haley supporters to back him in November.
Haley, whose name is frequently mentioned already as a contender for the 2028 nomination, as well as potentially as a vice presidential pick for Trump, isn't expected to talk about her own political future at the Charleston events, according to the person with knowledge of her plans.
Trump is racking up primary victories even as he has been spending much of his time recently in a New York courtroom facing state criminal charges involving hush money payments to a porn actor.
In her farewell speech a day after Trump's big night, Haley declined to directly endorse him. She put the onus on Trump to win the support of the moderate Republicans and independent voters who had backed her.
"It is now up to Donald Trump to earn the votes of those in our party and beyond it who did not support him. And I hope he does that," she said. "At its best, politics is about bringing people into your cause, not turning them away. And our conservative cause badly needs more people."

    


Just before Super Tuesday, when the most delegates are up for grabs of any day in the primary calendar, Haley said she no longer felt bound by a pledge that required all GOP contenders to support the party's eventual nominee in order to participate in the primary debates.
At least officially, Haley has moved on from this year's campaign. The former U.N. ambassador under Trump recently announced she was joining the Hudson Institute, a conservative Washington think tank. 
She has said little publicly but has continued to utilize her email outreach via her Stand for America political action committee, sending out updates on her Hudson appointment, as well as the return of her husband, Michael, from a South Carolina Army National Guard deployment that saw him stationed in Africa during a large portion of her primary campaign.
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://twitter.com/MegKinnardAP
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Suspected militants bomb a school for girls in northwestern Pakistan, once a Taliban stronghold
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                                        DERA ISMAIL KHAN, Pakistan (AP) -- Suspected militants blew up a school for girls in a former stronghold of the Pakistani Taliban in the country's volatile northwest, badly damaging the structure but no one was harmed in the overnight attack, a local police official said Thursday.
The attack happened Wednesday night on the only school for girls in Shawa, a town in the North Waziristan district in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province bordering Afghanistan, local police chief Amjad Wazir said. 
He said the attackers used an explosive device to destroy the private Aafia Islamic Girls Model School, where 150 girls studied. Wazir said the school guard was beaten up by the insurgents, who then fled the scene. 
There was no immediate claim for the attack, but suspicion was likely to fall on Islamic militants who have often targeted girls' schools in the province in recent years as they believed women should not be educated.

    


On Thursday, the United Nations Children's Fund, UNICEF, strongly condemned the attack, calling it a "despicable and cowardly act that could jeopardize the future of many young and talented girls."




In a statement, Abdullah Fadil, the UNICEF representative in Pakistan, said the "destruction of a girls' school in a remote and underserved area is a heinous crime detrimental to national progress."
He pointed to a statement by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday, declaring an education emergency and pledging to work towards enrolling 26 million out-of-school children.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pakistan witnessed multiple attacks on girls' schools until 2019 especially in the northwestern Swat Valley and elsewhere in the northwest where Pakistani Taliban for years controlled the former tribal regions. In 2012, the insurgents attacked Malala Yousafzai, a teenaged student and advocate for the education of girls who went on to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 

    


The Pakistani Taliban, who are known as Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan or TTP, were evicted from Swat and other regions in recent years. TTP is a separate group but an ally of the Afghan Taliban, who seized power in Afghanistan in 2021.
___
Associated Press writer Riaz Khan contributed for this story from Peshawar, Pakistan.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pakistan-bomb-damaged-girls-school-northwest-shawa-ac716936c0f106ab082bdb079583010c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



In a revived case, a former congressman is charged with lying about an illegal campaign contribution
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry has been charged with lying to federal authorities about a foreign billionaire's illegal $30,000 contribution to his campaign, reviving a case that was derailed by an appellate court.
A federal jury convicted the Nebraska Republican in 2022, but the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals reversed Fortenberry's conviction last year, ruling that the case should not have been tried in Los Angeles.
A grand jury in the nation's capital indicted Fortenberry on Wednesday on two counts: falsifying and concealing material facts and making false statements.
Chad Kolton, a spokesman for Fortenberry, said the case should not have been brought in the first place and should not be pursued again after the 9th Circuit ruled in his favor.
"This case has defined overzealous prosecution from the earliest days of the investigation, and retrying it in D.C. just highlights the prosecutors' vindictive obsession with destroying a good man's life," Kolton said in a statement.

    


After his conviction, Fortenberry announced his resignation from the office that he had held since 2005. He had been under pressure from congressional leaders and Nebraska's Republican governor.


The case stems an FBI investigation of illegal campaign contributions made by Gilbert Chagoury, a Nigerian billionaire who lived in Paris at the time. Chagoury made the $30,000 contribution to Fortenberry through middlemen at a 2016 fundraiser in Los Angeles, his indictment says.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Chagoury later agreed to pay a $1.8 million fine. Foreign nationals are prohibited from directly contributing money to candidates for federal offices in the United States.
Fortenberry was charged after denying to the FBI that he was aware he had received illicit funds from Chagoury. A person who cooperated with the FBI investigation repeatedly told Fortenberry about the illegal contributions, his indictment says.

    


The 9th Circuit ruled that Fortenberry was improperly tried in Los Angeles because he was charged in connection with statements that he made to federal agents at his home in Lincoln, Nebraska, and at his lawyer's office in Washington.
Fortenberry's trial was the first for a sitting member of Congress since Rep. Jim Traficant, D-Ohio, who was convicted of bribery and other felony charges in 2002.
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Thousands of Armenians demand prime minister resign over border villages dispute with Azerbaijan

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan attends a meeting of the Supreme Eurasian Economic Council of the Eurasian Economic Union at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Thousands of protesters gathered Thursday, May 9, 2024, in the Armenian capital, Yerevan, to demand the resignation of Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan over his government's decision to hand over control of border villages to Armenia's long-time rival Azerbaijan. (Evgenia Novozhenina/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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                                        Yerevan, ARMENIA (AP) -- Thousands of protesters gathered Thursday in the Armenian capital, Yerevan, to demand the resignation of Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan over his government's decision to hand over control of border villages to Armenia's long-time rival Azerbaijan.
Armenia and Azerbaijan have fought two wars since the Soviet Union collapsed and Armenia said in April that it would return the villages to Azerbaijan. That decision came after Azerbaijan in September waged a lightning military campaign in Nagorno-Karabakh, a majority ethnic Armenian region inside Azerbaijan. That caused tens of thousands of people to stream into Armenia, sparking demonstrations as protesters called for the prime minister to be ousted. 
Protesters led by a senior cleric in Armenia's church walked a distance of around 100 miles (160 kilometers) from villages near the border with Azerbaijan to Yerevan where they gathered Thursday in Republic Square.

    


Videos shared on social media showed thousands of people waving Armenian flags. A senior Armenian cleric said a prayer and told the protesters he gave Pashinyan one hour to resign, blaming him for the loss of Armenian territory. 




Archbishop Bagrat Galstanyan told protesters they should "engage in peaceful acts of disobedience," if Pashinyan did not listen to their demands.
Pashinyan visited Moscow Wednesday and held talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin amid spiraling tensions between the estranged allies. The meeting took place a day after Putin began his fifth term at a glittering Kremlin inauguration which the Armenian leader did not attend.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Putin's spokesperson Dmitry Peskov was quoted Thursday by Russian state news agency Tass as saying the two leaders had agreed to the removal of Russian forces from some Armenian regions.
In brief remarks at the start of the talks, Putin said that bilateral trade was growing, but acknowledged "some issues concerning security in the region."

    


Pashinyan, who last visited Moscow in December, said that "certain issues have piled up since then." 
Armenia's ties with Russia, a longtime sponsor and ally, have grown increasingly strained after Azerbaijan waged its military campaign in September to reclaim the Karabakh region, ending three decades of ethnic Armenian separatists' rule there. 
Armenian authorities accused Russian peacekeepers who were deployed to Nagorno-Karabakh after the previous round of hostilities in 2020 of failing to stop Azerbaijan's onslaught. Moscow, which has a military base in Armenia, has rejected the accusations, arguing that its troops didn't have a mandate to intervene.
The Kremlin, in turn, has been angered by Pashinyan's efforts to deepen ties with the West and distance his country from Moscow-dominated security and economic alliances.
While Pashinyan was visiting Moscow, Armenia's foreign ministry announced that the country will stop paying fees to the Collective Security Treaty Organization, a Russia-dominated security pact. Armenia has previously suspended its participation in the grouping as Pashinyan has sought to bolster ties with the European Union and NATO.

    


Russia was also vexed by Armenia's decision to join the International Criminal Court, which last year indicted Putin for alleged war crimes connected to Russia's actions in Ukraine.
Moscow, busy with the Ukrainian conflict that has dragged into a third year, has publicly voiced concern about Yerevan's westward shift but sought to downplay the differences.
Kremlin spokesman Peskov conceded Tuesday that "there are certain problems in our bilateral relations," but added that "there is a political will to continue the dialogue."
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New York appeals court rules ethics watchdog that pursued Cuomo was created unconstitutionally

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo prepares to board a helicopter, Aug. 10, 2021, in New York. A New York appeals court has ruled that a state commission tasked with investigating ethical violations was created unconstitutionally, a ruling that could strip the watchdog agency of its enforcement powers. The Thursday, May 9, 2024 ruling stems from a lawsuit filed by former Gov. Andrew Cuomo. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, file)]
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- A state commission that investigates ethical violations in New York was created unconstitutionally, an appeals court said Thursday in a ruling that could strip the watchdog agency of its enforcement powers. 
The ruling stems from a lawsuit filed by former Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who is fighting an attempt by the state Commission on Ethics and Lobbying in Government to force him to forfeit $5 million he got for writing a book about his administration's efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Cuomo argues the commission lacks authority under the state constitution to prosecute him.
The Appellate Division of state Supreme Court unanimously upheld a lower court in ruling in favor of Cuomo, with judges writing that the creation of the panel "though well intentioned in its actions, violated the bedrock principles of separation of powers." 

    


It was not immediately clear if the state would seek to appeal the ruling and put it on hold while litigation continues. A spokeswoman for the commission did not immediately comment. 
The commission was formed by the Legislature and current Gov. Kathy Hochul in 2022 to investigate possible ethics and lobbying violations by state officials, employees, lobbyists and their clients. 




It replaced a previous ethics commission widely criticized for not being independent enough. Lawmakers said they wanted to restore public trust in government after Cuomo's 2021 resignation in a sexual harassment scandal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A lower court judge said in September that the law creating the commission made it too independent from the governor under terms of the state constitution. The judge said the enforcement of ethics laws is a power that belongs to the executive branch, yet the governor cannot control commission members, force them to explain their actions or remove them for neglecting their duties.
"This has been a three-year exercise to bend the law to fit the political will of those in charge and hopefully after this second -- and unanimous -- court decision, this partisan and baseless prosecution will finally end," Cuomo spokesman Rich Azzopardi said in a statement after the Thursday ruling. 

    


Cuomo has battled both this commission and its predecessor, the Joint Commission on Public Ethics, over his book earnings. State officials have claimed Cuomo hadn't kept a promise not to use any state resources on the book. Cuomo has denied those allegations.
Cuomo resigned in August 2021 after the attorney general released the results of an investigation that concluded the then-governor had sexually harassed at least 11 women. Cuomo has denied the allegations.
___
AP writer Anthony Izaguirre contributed to this report. 
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Argentina labor unions' 24-hour strike against President Milei paralyzes daily life
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    [image: Trains stand idle at the Retiro train station due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: A traveler exits the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is mostly empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | A traveler exits the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is mostly empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: The bus stops outside Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against President Javier Milei's reforms in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | The bus stops outside Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against President Javier Milei's reforms in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The outside of Constitution Station is empty of traffic due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | The outside of Constitution Station is empty of traffic due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Planes sit idle at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | Planes sit idle at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Garbage that city workers have not picked up accumulates outside Constitution Station next to stores that are closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | Garbage that city workers have not picked up accumulates outside Constitution Station next to stores that are closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Workers stand inside Jorge Newbery International Airport that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 14 | Workers stand inside Jorge Newbery International Airport that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Tables are empty at a cafe that is open for business at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | Tables are empty at a cafe that is open for business at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Ad ad featuring Argentine soccer team coach Lionel Scaloni covers a wall at the Retiro train station that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 14 | Ad ad featuring Argentine soccer team coach Lionel Scaloni covers a wall at the Retiro train station that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: A driver stands inside a bus at the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | A driver stands inside a bus at the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: A man sleeps at a subway station entrance that is closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | A man sleeps at a subway station entrance that is closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: The platforms at Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | The platforms at Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: An electronic sign with the Spanish message "Service interrupted by forced measures by the CGT," referring to the workers union strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, at the Retiro train station that is empty due to the strike in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | An electronic sign with the Spanish message "Service interrupted by forced measures by the CGT," referring to the workers union strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, at the Retiro train station that is empty due to the strike in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: The entrance of Constitution Station is closed during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | The entrance of Constitution Station is closed during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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        Argentina labor unions' 24-hour strike against President Milei paralyzes daily life

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Trains stand idle at the Retiro train station due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | Trains stand idle at the Retiro train station due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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Trains stand idle at the Retiro train station due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: A traveler exits the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is mostly empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | A traveler exits the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is mostly empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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A traveler exits the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is mostly empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: The bus stops outside Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against President Javier Milei's reforms in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | The bus stops outside Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against President Javier Milei's reforms in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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The bus stops outside Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against President Javier Milei's reforms in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: The outside of Constitution Station is empty of traffic due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | The outside of Constitution Station is empty of traffic due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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The outside of Constitution Station is empty of traffic due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Planes sit idle at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | Planes sit idle at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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Planes sit idle at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Garbage that city workers have not picked up accumulates outside Constitution Station next to stores that are closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | Garbage that city workers have not picked up accumulates outside Constitution Station next to stores that are closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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Garbage that city workers have not picked up accumulates outside Constitution Station next to stores that are closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Workers stand inside Jorge Newbery International Airport that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 14 | Workers stand inside Jorge Newbery International Airport that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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Workers stand inside Jorge Newbery International Airport that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Tables are empty at a cafe that is open for business at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | Tables are empty at a cafe that is open for business at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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Tables are empty at a cafe that is open for business at Jorge Newbery International Airport during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Ad ad featuring Argentine soccer team coach Lionel Scaloni covers a wall at the Retiro train station that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 14 | Ad ad featuring Argentine soccer team coach Lionel Scaloni covers a wall at the Retiro train station that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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Ad ad featuring Argentine soccer team coach Lionel Scaloni covers a wall at the Retiro train station that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: A driver stands inside a bus at the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | A driver stands inside a bus at the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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A driver stands inside a bus at the Retiro long-distance bus terminal that is empty due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: A man sleeps at a subway station entrance that is closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | A man sleeps at a subway station entrance that is closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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A man sleeps at a subway station entrance that is closed due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: The platforms at Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | The platforms at Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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The platforms at Constitution Station are empty of commuters due to a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: An electronic sign with the Spanish message "Service interrupted by forced measures by the CGT," referring to the workers union strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, at the Retiro train station that is empty due to the strike in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | An electronic sign with the Spanish message "Service interrupted by forced measures by the CGT," referring to the workers union strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, at the Retiro train station that is empty due to the strike in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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An electronic sign with the Spanish message "Service interrupted by forced measures by the CGT," referring to the workers union strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei, at the Retiro train station that is empty due to the strike in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: The entrance of Constitution Station is closed during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | The entrance of Constitution Station is closed during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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The entrance of Constitution Station is closed during a general strike against the reforms of President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- Argentina's biggest trade unions mounted one of their fiercest challenges to the libertarian government of President Javier Milei, staging a mass general strike on Thursday that led to the cancellation of hundreds of flights and halted key bus, rail and subway lines. 

Main avenues and streets, as well as major transportation terminals were left eerily empty. Most teachers couldn't make it to school and parents kept their children at home. Trash collectors walked off the job -- as did health workers, except for those in emergency rooms. 

    



The 24-hour strike against Milei's painful austerity measures and contentious deregulation push threatened to bring the nation of 46 million to a standstill as banks, businesses and state agencies also closed in protest. 

Thursday's action marked the second nationwide union strike since Milei came to power last December, slashing spending, laying off government workers, and freezing all public works projects in a bid to rescue Argentina from its worst financial crisis in two decades. 

He has also devalued the local currency, stabilizing the peso but also causing prices to soar. Argentina's annual inflation rate now nears 300% -- considered the highest in the world, outpacing even crisis-stricken Lebanon. 

The government said transport service disruptions would prevent some 6.6 million people from making it to work. During the morning rush-hour on Thursday, few cars could be seen on streets typically snarled with traffic. Garbage was already piling up on deserted sidewalks. 

Milei posted a photo on Instagram holding up a soccer jersey emblazoned with the words "I DON'T STOP."

The country's largest union, known by its acronym CGT, said it was staging the strike alongside other labor syndicates "in defense of democracy, labor rights and a living wage." 

Argentina's powerful unions -- backed by Argentina's left-leaning Peronist parties that have dominated national politics for decades -- have led the pushback to Milei's policies on the streets and in the courts in recent months. 

"We are facing a government that promotes the elimination of labor and social rights," the unions said, seeking to portray Thursday's strike as an eruption of public outrage over Milei's free-market policies that have disproportionately affected poor and middle classes. 





The government downplayed the disruption as a cynical ploy by its left-wing political opponents.

"They want to keep Argentina on a path of servitude," said presidential spokesperson Manual Adorni of the union leaders, accusing them of "extorting Argentines to try to return to power."

Union leaders said they had no choice but to escalate their actions after Argentina's lower house approved Milei's state overhaul bill and tax packages last week. 

    



Even as lawmakers scrapped the bill's most controversial articles, unions remain vehemently opposed to parts of the package that relax labor market regulations and grant Milei power to restructure and privatize public agencies. The bill is now being debated in the opposition-dominated Senate. 

Ruben Sobrero, general-secretary of the Railway Union, said the unions were prepared to extend the strike if negotiations did not yield results. "If there is no response within these 24 hours, we will do another 36," he said.

For months, most recently Monday and Tuesday this week, raucous demonstrations by leftist parties gripped Buenos Aires, the country's capital -- in sharp contrast to the silence prevailing on the streets Thursday.

    



Argentina's main international airport warned passengers to check in with their airlines as its boards showed dozens of canceled flights throughout the day. The country's flagship carrier, Aerolineas Argentinas, announced it had canceled nearly 200 domestic and regional flights and rescheduled over a dozen international flights, affecting 24,000 passengers and costing the airline $2 million. 

Only one bus company said it would continue regular service on Thursday. Shortly after the strike began at midnight, police said protesters attacked two of the company's buses in Buenos Aires, breaking windows but causing no casualties. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"We won't let them break everything we are achieving," conservative Security Minister Patricia Bullrich posted on social media platform X, with a photo of the shattered bus windows, referring to the those on strike. 

Experts say that both sides are politically motivated. 

In railing against his picketing rivals, Milei is compensating for mounting economic by rallying his base, said Sebastian Mazzuca, a political science expert at Johns Hopkins University. In bringing the economy to a halt, unions that had their candidate defeated in the last election are flexing their muscles.

"This is a political conflict that's about power," Mazzuca said. 
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- What is expected to be a very small group of North Carolina voters will decide which Republicans will serve as the party's nominees for a congressional district seat and for the statewide positions of lieutenant governor and auditor.
One of Tuesday's GOP primary runoffs is for the 13th Congressional District, though one of the candidates who will appear on the ballot is no longer actively running. Kelly Daughtry, who finished first in the March 5 primary, announced last week that she was suspending her campaign and supporting Brad Knott, a former federal prosecutor from Raleigh who obtained the endorsement of former President and presumptive Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump.
Runoffs were called for by the second-place finisher in each of the March primaries after the leading vote-getter failed to receive more than 30% of the vote. There are also two other local elections next week.

    


Overall, 1.8 million people -- about 24% of all eligible registered voters -- cast ballots during the March 5 primary. Turnout for the runoff is expected to be much smaller. About 26,000 people had cast ballots through Wednesday, the State Board of Elections said.




These runoffs are "pretty low-octane affairs," with less public campaigning and more efforts by candidates and volunteers to get the most committed allies out to vote, said David McLennan, a political science professor at Meredith College in Raleigh. "They really depend on the campaign's ability to reach out to their supporters."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


In addition to registered Republicans, the GOP runoff voting is open to unaffiliated voters who either voted Republican in the March primaries or didn't vote. There are no Democratic races. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the congressional race, Daughtry said a pathway to victory for her was "no longer feasible" after Knott received Trump's endorsement.
But the Johnston County attorney is still listed on the ballot, leaving open the possibility that she could win. It's unlikely that she would accept the nomination, however, according to McLennan, who said such a move could sink her future in GOP politics. If she wins and doesn't accept the nomination, it will be up to local Republicans to appoint the nominee. 

    


Knott has warned supporters that despite his endorsement from Trump, he has not yet won, and reminded them to vote. 
Fourteen Republicans were on the ballot in March for the newly reconfigured Republican-leaning 13th District, which covers all or parts of eight counties. The horseshoe-shaped boundaries arc around most of Raleigh and stretch from Lee County -- then east and north -- to the Virginia border. 
The runoff winner will take on Democratic nominee Frank Pierce. The current 13th District congressman, Democrat Wiley Nickel, declined to seek reelection, citing the North Carolina legislature's redistricting last fall that skewed the district to the right politically. 
The runoff for lieutenant governor features Hal Weatherman, a former chief of staff to then-Lt. Gov. Dan Forest, and Forsyth County District Attorney Jim O'Neill. Weatherman finished first in the 11-candidate GOP primary. 

    


The primary winner will take on Democratic nominee and state Sen. Rachel Hunt, who is also the daughter of former four-term Gov. Jim Hunt. 
There aren't any obvious major policy fissures between Weatherman and O'Neill. Weatherman has been endorsed by current Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, who won the March GOP primary for governor and has been on the campaign trail for over a year. O'Neill has name recognition after running for attorney general in 2020, when he narrowly lost to Democrat Josh Stein, who is now his party's candidate for governor.
The lieutenant governor has limited duties, such as presiding over state Senate debate and holding membership on state education and community college boards. 
The auditor's runoff features first-place primary finisher Jack Clark and Dave Boliek. The winner will take on Democratic State Auditor Jessica Holmes, who was appointed by Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper following Beth Wood's resignation last year. 

    


Clark is a certified public accountant who has worked in auditing in the private sector before becoming a General Assembly staff employee on budget matters, according to his campaign's website. Boliek is an attorney and former chairman of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill trustee board. 
The lieutenant governor and state auditor are part of the Council of State, composed of the 10 executive branch officials who are elected statewide.
The last time Council of State races went to primary runoffs was 2012, when two GOP contenders for lieutenant governor received a total of 150,000 votes. In the first primary that led to the runoff, the candidates received a total of 769,000 votes. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court sided with a music producer in a copyright case Thursday, allowing him to seek more than a decade's worth of damages over a sample used in a hit Flo Rida song. 
The 6-3 decision came in a case filed by Sherman Nealy, who was suing over music used in the 2008 song "In the Ayer," by the rapper Flo Rida. It also was featured on TV shows like "So You Think You Can Dance."
Nealy says he didn't find out his former collaborator had inked a deal with a record company that allowed the sampling until 2016. He sued two years later for damages going back to the song's release. 
Copyright law says suits must be filed within three years of the violation, or the point when it's discovered. The record company, Warner Chappell, argued that means Nealy would only be entitled to three years' worth of royalties at most. 

    


The question of how far back damages can go has split appeals courts, and it's one that industry groups like the Recording Industry Association of America called on the Supreme Court to decide. 
The opinion handed down Thursday was written by Justice Elena Kagan, and joined by her liberal colleagues Sonia Sotomayor and Ketanji Brown Jackson as well as conservative justices John Roberts, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett. 




"There is no time limit on monetary recovery. So a copyright owner possessing a timely claim is entitled to damages for infringement, no matter when the infringement occurred," Kagan wrote. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Three conservative justices dissented. Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote that the majority sidestepped the important question: Whether Nealy's claim was valid to begin with, or whether copyright holders should have to show some kind of fraud in order to sue over older violations. The dissenters said the suit should have been dismissed. 
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India says Canada yet to provide evidence of its involvement in the killing of a separatist leader
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India said Thursday that Canada has shared no evidence to back its allegation that the Indian government was involved in last year's slaying of a Sikh separatist leader in Canada, despite this week's arrest of three Indian nationals in the crime.
India's External Affairs Ministry spokesman Randhir Jaiswal also reiterated India's longstanding allegation that Canada harbors Indian extremists.
Three Indian nationals who had been living in Canada temporarily were arrested on Tuesday in the slaying last June of Hardeep Singh Nijjar in British Columbia. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau had set off a diplomatic spat with India last September when he cited "credible allegations" of India's involvement in the slaying of the Sikh separatist. India rejected the accusations.
Jaiswal said that the two governments are discussing the case, but said that Canada has forwarded no specific evidence of the Indian government's involvement.

    


Meanwhile, he said that New Delhi has complained to Canadian authorities that separatists, extremists and those advocating violence against India have been allowed entry and residency in Canada. "Many of our extradition requests are pending," he said.




"Our diplomats have been threatened with impunity and obstructed in their performance of duties," Jaiswal added. "We are having discussions at the diplomatic level on all these matters," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The three Indian men arrested in Canada haven't yet sought any access to the Indian diplomats there, Jaiswal said.
The three -- Kamalpreet Singh, 22, Karan Brar, 22, and Karanpreet Singh, 28 -- appeared in court Tuesday via a video link and agreed to a trial in English. They were ordered to appear in British Columbia Provincial Court again on May 21.
They were arrested  last week in Edmonton, Alberta. They have been charged with first-degree murder and conspiracy to commit murder.
Canadian Mounted Police Superintendent Mandeep Mooker said Friday that the investigation into whether the men had ties to India's government was ongoing.
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California to tap generative AI tools to increase services access, reduce traffic jams

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE -California Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks in Larkspur, Calif., Tuesday, April 16, 2024. California could soon deploy generative artificial intelligence tools to help reduce traffic jams, make roads safer and provide tax guidance, among other things, under new agreements announced Thursday, May 9, 2024, as part of Gov. Gavin Newsom's efforts to harness the power of new technologies for public services. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- California could soon deploy generative artificial intelligence tools to help reduce traffic jams, make roads safer and provide tax guidance, among other things, under new agreements announced Thursday as part of Gov. Gavin Newsom's efforts to harness the power of new technologies for public services.
The state is partnering with five companies to create generative AI tools using technologies developed by tech giants such as Microsoft-backed OpenAI and Google-backed Anthropic that would ultimately help the state provide better services to the public, administration officials said.
"It is a very good sign that a lot of these companies are putting their focus on using GenAI for governmental service delivery," said Amy Tong, secretary of government operations for California.
The companies will now start a six-month internal trial where the tools are tested and evaluated by state workers. The companies will be paid $1 for their proposals. The state, which faces a significant budget deficit, can then reassess whether any tools could be fully implemented under new contracts. All the tools are considered low risk, meaning they don't interact with confidential data or personal information, an administration spokesperson said.

    


Newsom, a Democrat, touts California as a global hub for AI technology, noting 35 of the world's top 50 AI companies are located in the state. He signed an executive order last year requiring the state to start exploring responsible ways to incorporate generative AI by this summer, with a goal of positioning California as an AI leader. In January, the state started asking technology companies to come up with generative AI tools for public services. Last month, California was among one of the first states to roll out guidelines on when and how state agencies could buy such tools.




Generative AI, a branch of AI that can create new content such as text, audio and photos, has significant potential to help government agencies become more efficient but there's also an urgent need for safeguards and oversight to limit risks, state officials and experts said. In New York City, an AI-powered chatbot created by the city to help small businesses was found to dole out false guidance and advise companies to violate the law. The rapidly growing technology has also raised concerns about job loss, misinformation, privacy and automation bias. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While state governments are struggling to regulate AI in the private sectors, many are exploring how public agencies can leverage the powerful technology for public good. California's approach, which also requires companies to disclose what large language models they use to develop AI tools, is meant to build public trust, officials said.

    


The California Department of Transportation is looking for tools that would analyze traffic data and come up with solutions to reduce highway traffic and make roads safer. The state's Department of Tax and Fee Administration, which administers more than 40 programs, wants an AI tool to help its call center cut wait times and call length. The state is also seeking technologies to provide non-English speakers information about health and social services benefits in their language and to streamline the inspection process for health care facilities.

    


The tool is designed to assist state workers, not replace them, said Nick Maduros, director of the Department of Tax and Fee Administration. 
Call center workers there took more than 660,000 calls last year. The state envisions the AI technology listening along to those calls and pulling up specific tax code information associated with the problem the caller is describing. The worker could decide whether to use the information. Currently, call center workers have to simultaneously listen to the call and manually look up the code, Maduros said.
"If it turns out it doesn't serve the public better, then we're out $1," Maduros said. "And I think that's a pretty good deal for the citizens of California."
Tong wouldn't say when a successfully vetted tool would be deployed, but added that the state is moving as fast as it can. 
"The whole essence of using GenAI is it doesn't take years," Tong said. "GenAI doesn't wait for you."
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Vietnam's arrest of reformist labor official could disturb bid for better trade terms with the US

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - US President Joe Biden addresses the media during a press briefing at the headquarter of CPV Central Committee in Hanoi, Vietnam, on Sept.10, 2023. Police in Vietnam announced Thursday May 9, 2024 that they have arrested a senior official of the country]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- A senior Vietnamese official with the country's labor ministry was arrested for "deliberately disclosing state secrets," police announced on Thursday, a development that analysts say could hurt Vietnam's efforts to obtain more favorable trade terms for exports to the United States.
There were no further details about lawyer Nguyen Van Binh's arrest -- beyond the announcement on the website of the police in the capital of Hanoi -- but rights activists allege he was detained because he supported the idea of independent trade unions, banned under the Communist government. 
They also say it's a sign of continuing repression, which was previously directed mainly toward bloggers, environmentalists and civil society groups. 
Binh who headed the Legal Affairs Department at the Ministry of Labor, Invalids and Social Affairs, could face between two and 15 years in prison for disclosing state secrets under the law in this single-party, authoritarian state.

    


A brief profile of Binh on a website of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development last year said the 51-year-old lawyer has also worked for the U.N.'s International Labor Organization.




His arrest was first reported earlier this week by The 88 Project, a small multinational organization that monitors and promotes human rights and civil liberties in Vietnam. It described Binh as a reformer who supported independent trade unions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Binh's arrest comes amid a new wave of repression in Vietnam," the group said in its report, dated Monday. It said Binh's arrest was "the first arrest of a government reformer in recent years."
The 88 Project in February published what it described as a secret 2023 national security directive of Vietnam's ruling Communist Party ordering a crackdown on labor groups, civil society, and foreign organizations deemed a threat to national security.

    


Binh had been leading efforts to ratify the U.N. International Labor Organization Convention 87, which, if passed, would guarantee workers the right to form independent trade unions without prior authorization, the group said. 
The issue of labor reform is important to Vietnam for economic reasons. 
Last September, when President Biden visited Vietnam, Washington and Hanoi elevated their relationship to the highest diplomatic level of "Comprehensive Strategic Partnership." Analysts said it reflected the U.S. desire to have Vietnam as an ally against rival superpower China.
However, Vietnam remains on a list of 12 nations, including China and Russia, classified by the U.S. as non-market economies, substantially directed by the state.
At about the same time as Biden's visit, Vietnam requested that the U.S. Commerce Department make a determination of whether Vietnam could be officially qualified as a market economy, which potentially could lower tariffs on its exports to the U.S., its biggest market.
The Commerce Department on Wednesday held a public hearing about the upgrade and is expected to complete its review in July. Although its determination is supposed to be made according to strictly economic criteria, an open-ended category allows matters such as labor rights to be taken into consideration, which could weigh against a change to market economy status.

    


Vietnam claims that its labor laws are in line with international standards, including having wages determined by free bargaining between workers and employers.
The U.S. State Department and rights groups say that is not the case.
"It's patently false to claim that Vietnamese workers can organize unions or that their wages are the result of free bargaining between labor and management," John Sifton, Asia advocacy director at Human Rights Watch said Wednesday. 
"Not a single independent union exists in Vietnam and no working legal frameworks exist for unions to be created or for workers to enforce labor rights," he added.
An upgraded trade status is also symbolically important for Vietnam's government, said Murray Hiebert, a senior associate of the Southeast Asia Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington.

    


Vietnam officials see the U.S. continued classification of Vietnam under a "non-market status an insult and bewildering, considering how important Vietnam is to the U.S. as a trading and investment partner," Hiebert said. 
"Hanoi also finds it insulting to be included in a grouping of 12 countries that includes China, Russia and countries formerly associated with the Soviet Union," Hiebert said in an email to The Associated Press.
The U.S. Embassy in Hanoi did not immediately respond to an AP request for comment.
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[image: FILE - People march during an Iowa Movement for Migrant Justice rally and march, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Des Moines, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- Civil rights and immigrant rights groups filed a lawsuit on Thursday alleging that Iowa's new law making it a crime to be in the state if previously denied admission to the U.S. is unconstitutional.
It's the first legal action taken against Iowa in response to the law, though the U.S. Department of Justice warned the state's top officials last week that the agency would sue unless they agreed not to enforce it. 
The complaint filed Thursday alleges that the new statute steps on the federal government's authority to enforce immigration law. The case is similar to a more expansive Texas law that has been challenged by both the Justice Department and civil rights groups.
Iowa Attorney General Brenna Bird said Friday that the state would not back down.
The American Civil Liberties Union of Iowa and the American Immigration Council filed the suit Thursday on behalf of the Iowa Migrant Movement for Justice and two individual Iowans.

    


The Iowa law has increased fear  among immigrant communities in the state that enforcement would lead to racial and ethnic profiling, complicate interactions with police or dissuade community members from reporting crime. Activist and advocacy groups, including one named in the suit, have hosted gatherings to try to answer people's questions and organized protests in response.




Texas was allowed to enforce the law for only a few confusing hours in March before it was put on hold by a federal appeals court's three-judge panel. The panel heard arguments by both supporters and opponents in April, and will next issue a decision on the law's constitutionality.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some law enforcement officials and legal experts have said unanswered questions remain about how the laws in Iowa and Texas would be implemented, since enforcement of immigration law has historically fallen to the federal government and is a binational process.

    


The Iowa law, which goes into effect on July 1, would allow criminal charges to be brought against people who have outstanding deportation orders or who previously have been removed from or denied admission to the U.S. Once in custody, migrants could either agree to a judge's order to leave the U.S. or be prosecuted.
In Iowa and across the country, Republican leaders accuse Democratic President Joe Biden of failing to manage the influx of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border. 
"The only reason we had to pass this law is because the Biden Administration refuses to enforce the laws already on the books," Reynolds said in a statement Friday.
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Sudanese paramilitary forces have carried out ethnic cleansing in Darfur, rights group says
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- A leading rights group said on Thursday that attacks by Sudanese paramilitary forces and their allied militias, which killed thousands in the western region of Darfur last year, constituted a campaign of ethnic cleansing against the area's non-Arab population.
The paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, which has been fighting Sudan's military for over a year, allied with armed militias to carry out attacks against the ethnic Masalit and other non-Arab groups in El Geneina, the capital city of West Darfur state, Human Rights Watch said in a new report.
Sudan has been rocked by violence since mid-April 2023, when tensions between the military and the rival paramilitary erupted into open fighting. Clashes quickly spread to other parts of the country, and Darfur was engulfed in brutal attacks on African civilians, especially the Masalit tribe.

    


According to the New York-based watchdog, the paramilitary forces and their allied militiamen targeted predominantly Masalit neighborhoods in El Geneina from April to June 2023, with attacks intensifying also last November. 
At least thousands of people were killed and hundreds of thousands were displaced during the attacks, according to the report, entitled "The Massalit Will Not Come Home: Ethnic Cleansing and Crimes Against Humanity in El Geneina, West Darfur, Sudan." 




Masalit who were captured were tortured, women and girls were raped and entire neighborhoods were looted and destroyed, the report says. HRW said it interviewed more than 220 people who fled Darfur into neighboring countries and analyzed photos, videos and satellite imagery connected to the attacks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

United Nations experts have estimated that at least 10,000 people were killed in the city of El Geneina in 2023. More than 570,000 people, mostly Masalit, were displaced and sought refuge in neighboring Chad. 
Human Rights Watch said the campaign of attacks on the non-Arab people in Darfur, including the Masalit, with the "apparent objective" of pushing them out, "constitutes ethnic cleansing."

    


"Governments, the African Union, and the United Nations need to act now to protect civilians," Tirana Hassan, HRW's executive director, said Thursday.
"The global inaction in the face of atrocities of this magnitude is inexcusable," Hassan said. "Government should ensure those responsible are held to account."
The group called for the United Nations, African Union and states from the International Criminal Court to investigate whether the atrocities documented in the report reveal a specific intent by the RSF paramilitary and armed allies "to commit genocide" by destroying the Masalit and other non-Arab groups in West Darfur.
The media office of the Rapid Support Forces did not immediately respond to a request for comment by The Associated Press.
In late January, the International Criminal Court's prosecutor, Karim Khan, said there are grounds to believe both the RSF and the Sudanese military may be committing war crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide in Darfur.

    


Two decades ago, Darfur became synonymous with genocide and war crimes, particularly by the notorious Janjaweed Arab militias, against populations that identify as Central or East African.
The Rapid Support Forces were formed from Janjaweed fighters by former Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, who ruled the country for three decades before being overthrown during a popular uprising in 2019. He is wanted by the International Criminal Court on charges of genocide and other crimes during the conflict in Darfur in the 2000s.
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman Dmytro of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces carries a Furia drone after landing by a parachute at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Thursday May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Ukrainian servicemen Anatolii and Dmytro of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces correct fire during flight over Russian positions by a Furia drone at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Thursday May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman Dmytro of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepares to launch a Furia drone at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Thursday May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman Dmtro of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces runs to catch a Furia drone landing by a parachute at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Thursday May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, hands the Ukrainian state award to European Parliament President Roberta Metsola before their press conference in Kyiv Ukraine, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman Dmytro of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces carries a Furia drone after landing by a parachute at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Thursday May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Ukrainian servicemen Anatolii and Dmytro of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces correct fire during flight over Russian positions by a Furia drone at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Thursday May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman Dmytro of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepares to launch a Furia drone at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Thursday May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman Dmtro of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces runs to catch a Furia drone landing by a parachute at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Thursday May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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                                        POKROVSK, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Thursday his country's army is facing "a really difficult situation" in eastern regions where troops are battling to hold at bay an intense Russian push along parts of the front line.
Russia has sought to exploit Ukraine's shortages of ammunition and manpower as the flow of Western supplies since the outbreak of the war petered out, assembling large troop concentrations in the east as well as in the north and gaining an edge on the battlefield, Zelenskyy said.
But a massive new U.S. military aid package is coming, and it will turn the tide, he said at a news conference in Kyiv with visiting President of the European Parliament Roberta Metsola.
"With an increase in the supply of weapons, we will be able to stop them in the east. As of now, they seized the initiative there," Zelenskyy said.

    


Russia is pressing hard in parts of eastern Ukraine in an effort to drive deeper into the Donetsk region, which it partly occupies. The Ukrainian army is on the back foot, scrambling to build fortified defensive lines, and engaged in intense combat. 




Ukraine's forces are outnumbered in infantry, armor and ammunition against Russia's bigger army and are trying to limit the Kremlin's forces to incremental gains.
A Ukrainian brigade recently deployed near Pokrovsk, a town of around 60,000 people before the war, to help stop the creeping Russian advance. Pokrovsk was until recently a two-hour drive from the front line. Now it is less than half that.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Soldiers said the Russians usually shelled Ukrainian positions around dawn before sending in waves of small infantry units. The attackers seek to gain footholds and quickly dig in to consolidate their limited advance.
"They constantly try to breach our lines with their personnel ... to get through somewhere, to crawl in, to hold any positions for at least a minute," said one soldier, who gave only his call sign "Prorok" in line with brigade protocols.

    


"But we are trying to inflict fire damage while they are still approaching our positions," he told The Associated Press. "Once they reach our positions, our personnel inflict maximum damage on them with small arms fire."
AP video from the area shows Ukrainian infantry bodycam footage of troops attacking through trees and thick undergrowth, aiming to deny the advancing Russians a foothold. Both attackers and defenders take advantage of tree lines for cover.
The Russian goal, according to Ukrainian intelligence, is to secure the battered small town of Ocheretyne and reach the main Pokrovsk-Kostiantynivka road, severing a key Ukrainian line of communication with other front-line towns.
Ocheretyne lies northwest of Avdiivka, a city whose capture opened a door for the Kremlin's troops to push westward, deeper into Donetsk. Russia annexed Donetsk and three other regions illegally in 2022 shortly after it invaded Ukraine, and taking control of all of Donetsk is one of the Kremlin's main war goals.
After Avdiivka's fall at the end of February, Russia took other local villages as the country's army chief warned of a worsening battlefield situation.

    


Russian troops have stepped up their efforts to advance in areas near Ocheretyne, launching 45 ground attacks over the previous 24 hours, Ukraine's General Staff said Thursday. On most recent days, they have conducted 20-35 attacks a day.
Russian attacks in eastern Ukraine increased by 17% from March to April, the U.K. Defense Ministry said Thursday. Despite the attacking effort, the Kremlin's forces have made only minor gains and sustained heavy losses, it added.
Near Marinka, one of Donetsk's devastated towns, soldiers with Ukraine's 148th separate artillery brigade fire an M777 howitzer toward Russian positions -- and get little rest.
"Sometimes we sleep 5-6 hours a day in total, sometimes we get up and shoot every hour," says one of the soldiers, whose call sign is "Odesa."
Even so, the Russians keep coming. "They are advancing and every day, little by little, but successfully," he says.

    


In other developments:
-- Ukraine's Parliament has approved a bill that offers parole for convicts who enlist for military service, as the country seeks to replenish its depleted ranks. The bill approved Wednesday covers only certain categories of convicts. It will be subject to further discussion in Parliament before going to the president who decides whether to sign it into law. Russia has also used prisoners to make up a manpower shortage.
-- Meanwhile, Zelenskyy formally appointed Ukraine's former army chief, Valerii Zaluzhnyi, the country's ambassador to Britain. Zelenskyy replaced Zaluzhnyi in February in an apparent effort to give new momentum to Ukraine's fight.
-- Also, the governor of Russia's Bashkortostan region said a drone strike in the city of Salavat caused a fire at a petrochemical facility. Salavat lies about 1,200 kilometers (750 miles) from the nearest point of the Ukraine border, making it possibly the deepest Ukrainian strike yet into Russia. Kyiv officials made no comment about the strike.
___
Novikov reported from Kyiv, Ukraine.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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Despite charges, few call for Democratic Congressman Henry Cuellar to resign from office
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. Rep. Henry Cuellar, D-Laredo, is facing charges of bribery, money laundering and working on behalf of a foreign government. He is the third lawmaker in Congress to face a federal indictment this session.
But unlike his other embattled colleagues, The Texas Tribune reports, Cuellar is not yet facing a barrage of calls for him to resign.
Five days after he was charged, no member of the Texas delegation, Republican or Democrat, has so far called for him to step down. 
The few who have offered to discuss the case stress that Cuellar deserves a fair trial like any other American. Beyond Texas, only one member of the House, Rep. Dean Phillips, D-Minnesota, has called on Cuellar to leave office.
The response is a stark contrast to the calls from around Congress for Sen. Bob Menendez, D-New Jersey, to step down after he was indicted on charges of bribery over his connections to Egypt. 

    


U.S. Reps. Joaquin Castro and Greg Casarboth called on Menendez to step down last year. The two Democrats both declined to weigh in on Cuellar's case. Like Cuellar, Castro and Casar both represent districts that include San Antonio.




U.S. Rep. Veronica Escobar, D-El Paso, also called for Menendez to step down last September, but she is barred from discussing the Cuellar case due to her seat on the House Ethics Committee. 
Escobar could comment on the Menendez case because the House Ethics Committee does not have jurisdiction in the Senate.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A host of Texas Democrats also voted to expel former Rep. George Santos, R-New York, after The New York Times uncovered he had fabricated much of his background and he received his own indictment for campaign finance violations. 
Six of Texas' 13 Democrats in the U.S. House voted to expel Santos from Congress last November before he had been convicted of a crime or the House Ethics Committee had concluded its investigation into his conduct (After the Ethics Committee unveiled its report, all but two voted to expel).

    


"George Santos should resign as Congressman-elect. If he refuses, Congress should expel him. He should also be investigated by authorities," Castro posted on social media after Santos was elected. "Just about every aspect of his life appears to be a lie. We've seen people fudge their resume but this is total fabrication."
Reps. Jasmine Crockett of Dallas, Lloyd Doggett of Austin, Sylvia Garcia of Houston, Vicente Gonzalez of McAllen, Casar and Castro all voted to expel Santos before the House Ethics report.
All declined to weigh in on Cuellar except for Gonzalez and Doggett, who said Cuellar was entitled to his day in court. 
Doggett added that Cuellar shouldn't be in a leadership position after the indictment and commended him for stepping down as top Democrat on the House Appropriations Homeland Security subcommittee.
"We have one of the greatest judicial systems in the world that would be able to hear and judge the case at some point," Gonzalez said.
House Democratic Caucus Chair Pete Aguilar, D-California, drew a distinction between Cuellar, a nine-term congressman, and Santos, a freshman with no public service record during a Tuesday news conference.

    


Cuellar "has deep relationships with Republican colleagues, Democratic colleagues," Aguilar said. 
"We know that he is a serious public official, public servant, and I think that's what sets this apart from other issues and the silliness of George Santos that we've had in the past and I think that's why many of us are treating this a little differently," Aguilar said. "The substance of the allegations are very different but the individuals are also night and day."
U.S. Rep. Al Green, D-Houston, said Cuellar stepping down would be a "personal decision for him to make." 
Green voted present on the votes to expel Santos, asserting all members of Congress should be assumed innocent until properly convicted.
The National Republican Congressional Committee, which was eager to flip Cuellar's seat last cycle, demanded Democrats call on Cuellar to step down after the indictment. 

    


But Republican members have also remained relatively muted since the indictment went public.
Sen. Ted Cruz, who has a long track record working with Cuellar on bipartisan legislation, said though the "allegations are serious, we have a justice system that will resolve his guilt or innocence."
"Everyone is entitled to a presumption of innocence," Cruz said at an event in San Antonio. Cruz took the same position on Menendez following his indictment.
U.S. Rep. Monica De La Cruz, who is in a competitive race to hold on to her South Texas seat, and Former Rep. Mayra Flores, who is running against Gonzalez in another South Texas district, did not respond to requests for comment.
Democratic U.S. Rep. Colin Allred, who is challenging Cruz in the Senate race, said in a statement that the "allegations are concerning, but like every American, Congressman Cuellar deserves his day in court to be tried before a jury of his peers." He voted against expelling Santos before the House Ethics report was released.

    


Cuellar was charged with setting up fake shell companies with his wife, daughter and staff to receive $600,000 in bribes from Banco Azteca in Mexico and Azerbaijan's state-run oil company. 
Members of Congress are prohibited from simultaneously working as an agent for a foreign government, and the Justice Department alleged Cuellar coordinated with Azerbaijani agents to kill legislation that went against the U.S.'s interests.
Cuellar has considerable influence in Congress as a long-serving member and the top Democrat on the House Appropriations subcommittee in charge of Homeland Security. 
The position made him a prime target for recruitment by Azerbaijan, which tried to kill legislation that would finance removal of landmines in a then-disputed region with Armenia.
If convicted, Cuellar could face decades in prison. Cuellar insists on his innocence.
"Congressman Cuellar's actions in this matter--and always--were lawful, transparent and in the best interests of the United States, and they were entirely consistent with the actions of many of his colleagues," Chris Floor, Cuellar's attorney, said in a statement Friday.
Speaking with reporters outside the House chamber on Tuesday, Cuellar said he had no intention of stepping down.
"All I've done is to serve my district," Cuellar said. When asked if he took any bribes, Cuellar said "absolutely not."
The Justice Department has strict protocols on bringing an indictment against a public official, involving multiple levels of approval. 
The department is also sensitive to how indictments might impact elections. 
Cuellar is running for reelection this year in a race that was viewed as mostly safe for him before the indictment, though some forecasters have changed their ratings for the race to be more competitive.
"I'm sure the highest levels of the department were aware of, if not approved, consistent with the protocols internally, that an indictment was being brought," said Michael Weinstein, a former Justice Department trial attorney and federal prosecutor who was involved in political corruption cases.
Cuellar has been in Congress since 2005 and is a fixture in South Texas politics. 
He is often ranked ideologically as the most conservative member of the House Democratic Caucus and has built a reputation for impressive political resiliency, in part through his fundraising and his ability to curry favor across the political spectrum.
Cuellar faced a competitive primary from progressive immigration lawyer Jessica Cisneros in 2022. 
Shortly before the two went off to a runoff, the FBI searched Cuellar's home in a highly publicized raid that later was reported to be about his connections to Azerbaijan. 
He was still about to defeat Cisneros that cycle by 0.6 points. Cisneros also declined to comment on Cuellar's indictment.
Cuellar often works on legislation with Republicans and has even campaigned for them in the past. 
He appeared on television interviews with U.S. Rep. Tony Gonzales, R-San Antonio, who has worked with Cuellar on cross-aisle border issues. Gonzales declined to comment on Cuellar's indictment.
His resiliency has been an asset to Democrats, particularly as Republicans make forays into flipping more South Texas districts. 
Republicans often say the 28th Congressional District would have been far more competitive if Cisneros had won the Democratic primary.
House Democratic leadership rallied to defend Cuellar's right to due process. 
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries said in a statement Friday that Cuellar had the right to assumed innocence and that he would be stepping down from his committee leadership responsibilities. 
A spokesperson for Congressional Hispanic Conference Chair Nanette Barragan, D-California, said in a statement Cuellar "deserves his day in court to respond".
The Texas Democratic Party Chair Gilberto Hinojosa said in a statement that "anyone who is proven to engage in such practices must be held accountable regardless of party affiliation." 
But he added that "Unlike indictments against Republican candidates that voters must consider this November - these allegations are completely inconsistent with Congressman Cuellar's decades of distinguished service to his district, to Texas, and to our country."
Cuellar continues to see the fallout of his indictment. He is restricted from leaving South and West Texas except to go to Washington for work. He had his firearms confiscated and his chief of staff, Jacob Hochberg, departed the office this week. Hochberg is now chief of staff for Crockett.
Cuellar's former chief of staff and longtime campaign aide Colin Strother could also help investigators in the case, The San Antonio Express News reported.
The indictment did not charge Strother but alleged he had helped launder bribes to the Cuellars. 
Strother directed a request for comment to his attorney, who did not respond to a Tribune inquiry.
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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Pennsylvania sees fewer mail ballots rejected for technicalities, a priority for election officials

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Allegheny County Election Division Deputy Manager Chet Harhut explains the process of sorting mail-in and absentee ballots in preparations for Pennsylvania's primary election on April 23, at the Elections warehouse in Pittsburgh, April 18, 2024. Pennsylvania election officials said Wednesday, May 8, 2024 that the number of mail-in ballots rejected for technicalities, like a missing date, saw a significant drop in last month's primary election after state officials tried anew to help voters avoid mistakes that might get their ballot thrown out. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, file)]
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Pennsylvania election officials said Wednesday that the rate of mail-in ballots rejected for technicalities, like a missing date, saw a significant drop in last month's primary election after state officials tried anew to help voters avoid mistakes that might get their ballots thrown out.
The success of the mail-in vote could be critical to determining the outcome of November's presidential election in Pennsylvania when the state is again expected to play a decisive role in the contest between Democratic President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump, a Republican.
Pennsylvania's top election official, Secretary of State Al Schmidt, said counties reported a 13.5% decrease in mail-in ballots that were rejected for reasons the state had tried to address with a redesigned ballot envelope and instructions for voting by mail. That drop was calculated in comparison to the 2023 primary election.

    


Those reasons included voters writing an incorrect date on the outer "declaration" envelope; forgetting to write a date or put their signature on the outer declaration envelope; or failing to insert their ballot into an inner "secrecy" envelope.




Schmidt credited the redesign with the reduced error rate, and he said he didn't think the drop was a coincidence or the result of a different or better-educated electorate.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"It's always challenging to determine causality, but I think what we have here is clear and reliable data indicating that there was a decrease in ballots being rejected because of the issues the Department of State sought to address with the redesign of the secrecy envelope and the declaration envelope," Schmidt said in an interview.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last month's primary election was the first use of the redesigned envelope and instructions. The Department of State compared rejection rates to 2023's primary because the two elections were the only elections where counties had identical rules for which mail-in ballots should be counted and which should be rejected.

    


Voters returned 714,133 mail-in ballots to counties in last month's primary election, and 7,906 were rejected for date, signature or secrecy envelope technicalities, the department said. That compared with 613,743 mail-in ballots in 2023 and 8,123 rejected for the same reasons. The state came up with the 13.5% average reduction across counties by adjusting for the difference in total mail-in ballots between the two elections and subtracting two counties that didn't report rejected mail-in ballots for 2024.
Pennsylvania vastly expanded voting by mail in 2019, and lawsuits quickly followed over whether counties should be throwing out ballots with missing or incorrect dates, questionable signatures or missing secrecy envelopes.
Federal courts are still considering litigation over whether it is unconstitutional for counties to throw out a mail-in ballot because of a missing or wrong date.
Meanwhile, Trump's baseless claims that voting by mail is riddled with fraud have fueled a partisan stalemate in the Legislature over fixing glitches and gray areas in Pennsylvania's mail-in voting law.

    


That includes legislation long sought by counties seeking help to more quickly process huge influxes of mail-in ballots during presidential elections and to avoid a repeat of 2020's drawn-out vote count.
Trump and his allies tried to exploit the days it took after polls closed in Pennsylvania to tabulate more than 2.5 million mail-in ballots to spread baseless conspiracy theories and cast doubt on the legitimacy of the election. 
The bill faces long odds in the Republican-controlled Senate, where top Republicans insist that Pennsylvania must toughen in-person voter identification requirements as a companion to any election legislation -- a demand Republicans have made since 2021.
Democrats have opposed such a change, saying there is scant record of in-person voting fraud and that it will only prevent some registered voters from voting.
___
Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter. 
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Activist investor wins 3 Norfolk Southern board seats but won't have control to fire CEO

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Norfolk Southern locomotives are moved through the Conway Terminal in Conway, Pa., June 17, 2023. Norfolk Southern shareholders will decide Thursday, May 9, 2024, whether to back an activist investor's bid to take over the railroad's board and replace management. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        Norfolk Southern's CEO will be under more pressure to improve profits after the railroad's shareholders voted Thursday to elect three of the board members an activist investor nominated, but he won't be fired right away.
Ancora Holdings had nominated seven directors as part of a bid to take control of the railroad's 13-member board and overhaul its operations. The key support Ancora picked up from major investors, two major rail unions and proxy advisory firms wasn't enough to persuade shareholders to elect Ancora's entire slate. 
Ancora's Jim Chadwick blamed passive investors for failing to support the investors' nominees. Chadwick promised to hold CEO Alan Shaw accountable and keep fighting to improve the railroad.
"For the passive investors. If anything should go wrong here and there's another derailment and people die, this is on you," Chadwick said. "You ignored the recommendation of the proxy advisors, the unions, the largest customer of the company. You gave us literally no support and we still won three board seats without you. What happens at Norfolk Southern now is on your firms and your conscience."

    


The board members voted out included Chair Amy Miles.




Norfolk Southern's stock price, which soared after Ancora announced its campaign to oust Shaw, immediately fell after the results of the vote were announced. It was trading down 3% at $224.84 Thursday morning.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Shaw had argued that Ancora's plan would cut the railroad too deep and jeopardize the improvements in safety and service Norfolk Southern has seen since its disastrous February 2023 derailment in East Palestine, Ohio.
Shaw's plan calls for keeping more workers on hand during a downturn to make sure the railroad is prepared to handle the eventual rebound in shipments once the economy recovers and continuing to invest in safety improvements to prevent derailments. He received the backing of the rest of rail labor, several key regulators and a number of the railroad's customers.

    


"Norfolk Southern has persevered through several challenges over the last year. We have met every challenge and never lost sight of where we are taking our powerful franchise," Shaw said. "We are keeping our promises and delivering tangible results, and there is more to do."
Ancora had argued that Norfolk Southern should implement the industry standard Precision Scheduled Railroading operating model that is designed to minimize the number of workers, locomotives and railcars a railroad needs. 
The Precision Scheduled Railroad operating model relies on running fewer, longer trains on a tighter schedule and switching cars between trains less often to streamline operations. Shaw had argued that running the railroad too lean would jeopardize the improvements in safety and service Norfolk Southern has seen since its disastrous February 2023 derailment in East Palestine, Ohio. 
Rail unions have said they believe Precision Scheduled Railroading has made the industry more dangerous and derailments more likely because inspections are so rushed and preventative maintenance may be neglected.

    


The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen union that backed Ancora encouraged Shaw to keep improving safety and consider adopting some of the proposals the investors made to expand the railroad's pilot program to let workers use an anonymous federal safety hotline to report concerns and abandon all talk of trying to reduce the current two-person train crews down to one.
The leaders of the BLET union on Norfolk Southern -- Dewayne Dehart, Jerry Sturdivant and Scott Bunten -- said they were alarmed when Shaw said this spring that he would also implement a version of Precision Scheduled Railroading and they would call out decisions they deem bad for workers and investors. 
"Alan Shaw and his team showed real leadership after the East Palestine disaster and made major moves to make the railroad safer and more competitive," the BLET union officials said. "However, changes in his team and strategy in recent weeks left many stakeholders and shareholders feeling uncertain about the railroad's future direction."

    


For now, Shaw and the Chief Operating Officer he just hired in March, John Orr, will have more time to prove their strategy will work. NS paid CPKC railroad $25 million to get permission to hire Orr. But if they don't bring Norfolk Southern's profit margins in line with the rest of the industry, their jobs could still be in jeopardy.
"Your CEO has missed earnings estimates for six quarters in a row and destroyed a town in our own state," said Chadwick, whose firm is based in Ohio. "And if this underperformance continues, we will hold you accountable. But we will work with you for the mutual benefit of all stakeholders."
Edward Jones analyst Jeff Windau said it's clear Ancora is going to keep up the pressure on Shaw, and if results don't improve then the investors may nominate additional directors next year to try to take control of the board.

    


"The spotlight is still going to be there even though this election is over," Windau said.
Ancora wanted to hire former UPS Chief Operating Officer Jim Barber to be the railroad's next CEO and former CSX railroad operating chief Jaimie Boychuk as the chief operating officer. Barber has said keeping more workers on hand during slower times is wasteful and compared it to UPS keeping all its seasonal workers it hires for the holiday season on the payroll year round.
The investors had projected their plan would cut more than $800 million in expenses in the first year and another $275 million by the end of three years. Ancora said say they didn't plan layoffs, but wanted to use attrition to eliminate about 1,500 jobs over time.
Norfolk Southern has said it's own plan to make the railroad more efficient would generate about $400 million in cost savings over two years and improve its profit margin. But analysts have said its profits might still lag behind the other major freight railroads because they are all working to get more efficient too. 
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Yoon rejects South Korean opposition's calls for special investigation of his wife and top officials

    Yoon rejects South Korean opposition's calls for special investigation of his wife and top officials

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol attends a press conference marking his second year in office at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea Thursday, May 9, 2024. (Song Kyung-seok/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's president on Thursday dismissed calls for independent investigations into allegations involving his wife and top officials, drawing quick, strong rebukes from his political rivals.
After his conservative ruling party suffered a heavy loss in the recent April 10 parliamentary elections, President Yoon Suk Yeol faces what appears to be his biggest political challenge yet as opposition parties would extend their control of the National Assembly to 2028.
The opposition has recently stepped up its demand for an independent investigation into first lady Kim Keon Hee over various scandals, such as her alleged involvement in a stock price manipulation scheme and the release of spy camera footage showing her receiving a luxury bag from a Korean American pastor.




In a news conference marking his two years in office, Yoon said he apologizes for what he calls "my wife's unwise behavior" in accepting the Christian Dior bag but refused to elaborate because the scandal is under investigation by prosecutors.

    


Yoon described the demand for a new, special investigation on Kim's shares price allegation as a political offensive, as Kim wasn't charged or convicted from investigations that began when the Democratic Party was in power. Yoon already in January had vetoed a bill calling for the appointment of an independent counsel to investigate his wife's stock price allegation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During Thursday's conference, Yoon also made it clear that he opposes another Democratic Party-led push for a special investigation into suspicions surrounding the death of a marine who drowned during a search for flood victims in 2023. 
Yoon called the marine's death heartbreaking, but stressed that police and an anti-corruption investigation agency have already been examining the case. Yoon said he would approve a new independent investigation if police and the anti-corruption investigation agency fail to address public suspicions over the case. Questions over why the marine was mobilized without safety gear and whether the government tried to prevent top officials from being held accountable have persisted. 

    


Last week, the opposition-controlled parliament passed a bill calling for an independent investigation of the death, after ruling party members boycotted a floor vote in protest.
Later Thursday, the Democratic Party's floor leader, Park Chan-dae, lambasted Yoon for rejecting its call for the special investigation of the marine's death. "I can't help questioning whether he sympathizes with the public indignant over the wrongful death of the marine at all," Park said.
Party spokesperson Han Min-soo also said Yoon's opposition to his wife's new investigation proves she is "a sanctuary" in criminal investigations.
Despite the election defeat, Yoon's major foreign policy agenda is likely to be unchanged as he does not need parliamentary endorsements. Yoon has made a bolstered military alliance with the U.S. the heart of his foreign policy, while pushing to expand trilateral Seoul-Washington-Tokyo cooperation to cope with North Korean nuclear threats and other challenges. 

    


Yoon also Thursday criticized North Korea's alleged arms exports to Russia to fuel its warfighting in Ukraine and maintained that Seoul will stick to its principle of providing only non-lethal support to Ukraine.
"We have a very clear policy that we do not provide lethal, offensive weapons to any side" in active conflict, Yoon said.
Since the start of the war, South Korea has sold artillery rounds to the United States, saying that the rounds were meant to backfill depleted U.S. stocks. The country also signed several arms deals with European powers eager to bolster their defenses in the wake of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
"North Korea's export of these weapons is not only an illicit activity to support the war in Ukraine, but also a clear violation of U.N. Security Council resolutions over the North Korean nuclear issue," Yoon said. "So, we are taking necessary actions in coordination with the U.N. and international community."
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    [image: FILE - Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu speaks during a plenary session at the COP28 U.N. Climate Summit, Dec. 1, 2023, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. India has urged pro-China Maldives to ease tensions and improve their strained relationship. The foreign ministers of India and Maldives met in New Delhi on Thursday, a day ahead of a deadline set by the Maldives' new president for India to withdraw dozens of its soldiers from the archipelago nation. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India urged pro-China Maldives on Thursday to ease tensions and improve their strained relationship.
The foreign ministers of India and Maldives met in New Delhi a day ahead of a deadline set by the Maldives' new president, Mohamed Muizzu, for India to withdraw dozens of its soldiers from the archipelago nation.
Tensions between India and Maldives have grown since pro-China Muizzu came to power last year.
Indian External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar told his Maldives counterpart, Moosa Zameer, that India has been a key provider of development assistance, including infrastructure projects, medical care and health facilities.
"It is in our common interest that we reach an understanding on how best we can take our relationship forward," a statement by India's External Affairs Ministry quoted Jaishankar as saying.

    


Zameer's response was not immediately known.
Regional powers India and China are competing for influence in Maldives, which has a strategic location in the Indian Ocean.
Muizzu's election sharpened their rivalry as he took a pro-China stand and acted to remove Indian troops stationed on one of Maldives' islets.




The Press Trust of India news agency said earlier this week that India has withdrawn 51 of its soldiers in two batches from Maldives so far. 
At least 75 Indian military personnel were stationed in the Maldives. They operated two aircraft donated by India and assisted in the rescue of people stranded or faced with calamities at sea. Muizzu has taken steps to have civilians take over those activities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Thursday, India's External Affairs Ministry spokesman Randhir Jaiswal said both sides have been working together to ensure the continued operation of Indian aviation platforms. "Accordingly, the deputation of competent Indian technical personnel (civilians) has taken place," he said.
Muizzu ran for president on a campaign theme of "India out," accusing his predecessor of compromising national sovereignty by giving India too much influence.

    


After taking office, Muizzu visited China ahead of India and said Maldives' small size is not a license for anyone to bully it. 
On his return, he spelled out plans to rid his nation of dependence on India for health facilities, education and medicines.
Last year, New Delhi started construction of the Indian-funded Greater Male connectivity project, billed as the largest infrastructure initiative in the island nation, a 6.7-kilometer (4.2-mile) -long bridge and causeway connecting the capital city, Male, with the islands of Villingli, Gulhifalhu and Thilafushi.
India also is helping Maldives to build 4,000 homes and has extended a $100 million line of credit to finance other infrastructure projects. The two countries have signed agreements for cooperation in cybersecurity, disaster management and fishing zone forecast capacity.
In 2013, Maldives joined China's "Belt and Road" initiative to build ports and highways to expand trade -- and China's influence -- across Asia, Africa and Europe.
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    [image: FILE - The Michigan State Police exit the Adams Township Hall after executing a search warrant, Oct. 29, 2021, in Hillsdale, Mich. Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel announced charges Wednesday, May 8, 2024, against former Adams Township Clerk Stephanie Scott and her attorney, Stefanie Lambert, who is pro-Trump, for allegedly allowing unauthorized access to a computer and its voter data in a search for fraud related to the 2020 election. (Corey Murray/Hillsdale Daily News via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Stefanie Lambert attends a rally for Republican candidates at the Macomb Community College Sports & Expo Center in Warren, Mich., Oct. 1, 2022. Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel announced charges Wednesday, May 8, 2024, against former Adams Township Clerk Stephanie Scott and her attorney, Lambert, who is pro-Trump, for allegedly allowing unauthorized access to a computer and its voter data in a search for fraud related to the 2020 election. (Todd McInturf/Detroit News via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - This booking photo released by the Oakland County, Mich., Jail shows Stefanie Lambert. Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel announced charges Wednesday, May 8, 2024, against former Adams Township Clerk Stephanie Scott and her attorney, Lambert, who is pro-Trump, for allegedly allowing unauthorized access to a computer and its voter data in a search for fraud related to the 2020 election. (Oakland County Jail via AP, File)]
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                                        LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Michigan's attorney general announced charges Wednesday against a former township clerk and a lawyer who had supported attempts to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, alleging they accessed voting systems without authorization in a search of fraud.
Former Adams Township Clerk Stephanie Scott, a Republican, and her attorney, Stefanie Lambert, were charged with multiple felonies, including unauthorized access to a computer and using a computer to commit a crime.
"When elected officials and their proxies use their positions to promote baseless conspiracies, show blatant disregard for voter privacy, and break the law in the process, it undermines the very essence of the democratic process," Attorney General Dana Nessel said in a statement. "Those who engage in such reckless conduct must be held accountable for their actions."

    


The charges are the latest to be brought against people in multiple states who had been entrusted to ensure the security of election systems but instead allowed others to breach them in a futile search for evidence of widespread fraud in the 2020 presidential election. Multiple reviews, audits and recounts have affirmed Joe Biden's victory over Donald Trump. Election clerks in Colorado and Georgia are among those who promoted conspiracy theories about voting machines and now face charges for allowing unauthorized access of voting systems.




Scott allegedly ignored instructions from the Michigan secretary of state to turn over her township's voting tabulator to an authorized vendor and withheld the tabulator until it was seized by Michigan State Police, according to the attorney general's statement. The statement also alleged that, under the direction of Scott, Lambert transmitted data from the township's poll book related to the 2020 election.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden won Michigan by nearly 155,000 votes over then-President Trump, a result confirmed by a GOP-led state Senate investigation in 2021.

    


Lambert's attorney, Daniel Hartman, said in a statement that his client did not violate the law and that she "remains steadfast in her efforts to bring transparency to the people's election data, processes and procedures." Scott did not immediately respond to an email seeking a response to the charges.
In a separate case, Lambert, a pro-Trump attorney, has been charged with the felony of improperly accessing voting equipment and, in the past, has sued unsuccessfully to overturn Trump's loss in Michigan.
Scott, who oversaw elections in a small conservative town, was recalled from her position in 2023.
When it came time to prepare for her township's November 2021 election, Scott said she had accuracy concerns and had considered paper ballots and a hand count before settling on using the same system.
"Quite frankly, I was coming to a moral quandary of even running this election," Scott told The Detroit News.
The state intervened after Scott allegedly refused to allow a contractor to perform preventive maintenance and failed to conduct accuracy tests, among other issues. She was barred from her duties in October 2021.

    


The Hillsdale County clerk's office discovered that a tablet that contained important software and the operating system had been removed when it took custody of an election tabulator and a voter-assist terminal from township offices to prepare for a public accuracy test. It was later seized by Michigan State Police after Scott allegedly refused to turn it over.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/michigan-scott-lambert-2020-election-charges-ef4037d6aaa5b47c4c1101aa17c1bd86
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    [image: Edgard Leblanc Fils, left, and Smith Augustin prepare to pose for a group photo with the transitional council after it named Fils as its president in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. The transitional council will act as the country's presidency until it can arrange presidential elections sometime before it disbands, which must be by February 2026. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: The body of a man shot dead lies in a pool of blood in the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A child rests her head on the lap of her mother as she gets her hair done, at a school turned into a makeshift shelter for people displaced by gang violence, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Residents walk past a burnt car blocking the street as they evacuate the Delmas 22 neighborhood the morning after an attack amid gang violence in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Women and malnourished children wait their turn to be weighed by health personnel at La Paix University Hospital, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: People run for cover as shots ring near the National Palace, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | People run for cover as shots ring near the National Palace, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Forensic workers remove the body of a man shot dead in the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A woman sits next to her baby inside a classroom at a school converted into a makeshift shelter for people displaced by gang violence, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Edgard Leblanc Fils speaks to others after the transitional council named him president in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. The transitional council will act as the country's presidency until it can arrange presidential elections sometime before it disbands, which must be by February 2026. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: IDENTIFIES TRANSITIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS - Transitional Council members, from left to right; Fritz Alphonse Jean, Laurent Saint-Cyr, Frinel Joseph, Edgard Leblanc Fils, Regine Abraham, Emmanuel Vertilaire, Smith Augustin, Leslie Voltaire and Louis Gerald Gilles, pose for a group photo after a ceremony to name its president and a prime minister in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. Fils was chosen as the president of the panel. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: The body of a man shot dead lies in a pool of blood in the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Residents walk past a burnt car blocking the street as they evacuate the Delmas 22 neighborhood the morning after an attack amid gang violence in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Women and malnourished children wait their turn to be weighed by health personnel at La Paix University Hospital, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: People run for cover as shots ring near the National Palace, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Forensic workers remove the body of a man shot dead in the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A woman sits next to her baby inside a classroom at a school converted into a makeshift shelter for people displaced by gang violence, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Edgard Leblanc Fils speaks to others after the transitional council named him president in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. The transitional council will act as the country's presidency until it can arrange presidential elections sometime before it disbands, which must be by February 2026. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- A transitional council tasked with choosing new leaders for Haiti is changing the way it operates in a move that surprised many as gang violence consumes the country.
Instead of having a single council president, four veteran politicians will take turns leading the council every five months, according to two members who were not authorized to publicly share the changes because they had not yet been announced.
The members told The Associated Press late Wednesday that the nine-member council also will now consider five members a majority, instead of four. Seven of the council's members have voting powers.
"That's a real switch," Robert Fatton, a Haitian politics expert at the University of Virginia, said of the changes. "I think it's a good thing that they're really going to share power now. ... It is something that is very rare in Haitian politics."





    


The four members who will share power are original council president Edgard Leblanc Fils, ex-senator Louis Gerald Gilles, former presidential candidate Leslie Voltaire and ex-ambassador for the Dominican Republic Smith Augustin.
The changes follow inner turmoil that threatened to derail the council after it was sworn in on April 25. The bickering began five days later, when four council members announced not only a council president but also a prime minister to the shock of many.
However, it remains to be seen if former sports minister Fritz Belizaire will remain as the chosen prime minister. One council member told AP that they expect to make an announcement next week.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After a prime minister is announced, the council expects to choose a new Cabinet, a process many expect will involve long and heavy negotiations with powerful politicians.
"That's going to be the other major issue," Fatton warned.
The changes come as Haiti prepares for the U.N.-backed deployment of a Kenyan police force to help fight gangs that have decimated swaths of the capital of Port-au-Prince.

    


Gangs launched coordinated attacks in February, burning police stations, opening fire on the main international airport that has remained closed since March 4 and stormeing Haiti's two biggest prisons, releasing more than 4,000 inmates. The country's largest seaport also remains paralyzed as food, medication and other critical items dwindle.
At least 1.4 million Haitians are on the verge of famine, according to the U.N.'s World Food Program.
On Thursday, Haiti's Office of Citizen Protection called on the council to prioritize human rights and provide victims of gang violence free legal assistance and timely justice.
"The country's situation...has never been so alarming," it said.
The office also demanded that the council establish a truth and justice commission to investigate human rights violations and major crimes. It urged authorities to probe the two prison attacks and provide a detailed report on all those who escaped.
"There is no peace without justice," it said.
U.S. military planes have landed in recent days with supplies including medicine and hydration fluids as well as civilian contractors to prepare for the arrival of foreign forces, although it's not clear exactly when the Kenyan police would deploy.

    


A team of top Kenyan security officials are in Washington D.C. this week to finalize deployment plans, including the number of police that will be sent.
Gang violence has surged in recent days, with several communities attacked near downtown Port-au-Prince, forcing more than 3,700 people to flee their homes.
On Tuesday, at least four people died and several others were injured when someone opened fire on a bus driving through Martissant, a gang-controlled area in southwestern Port-au-Prince.
Kidnappings also have increased, with a female police officer killed Wednesday morning while trying to fight off gangs who tried to abduct her, said police union leader Lionel Lazarre.
More than 2,500 people have been killed or injured in the first three months of the year, a 50% increase compared with the same period last year, according to the U.N.
___
Associated Press reporter Evelyne Musambi in Nairobi contributed.
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Poland is strengthening its border with Belarus to deter illegal migration

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Members of a group of some 30 migrants seeking asylum are seen in Bialowieza, Poland, on Sunday, 28 May 2023. Poland's defense minister said Thursday that the metal barrier against illegal migration on border with Bealrus is being strengthened and plans are being made to reinforce the security of border with Russia. (AP Photo/Agnieszka Sadowska, File)]
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Poland's defense minister said Thursday his country is strengthening the metal barrier along its border with Belarus to deter illegal migration.
"We are mending the barrier on the Polish-Belarusian border, we are strengthening this barrier," Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz said on private Radio Zet. "The spending on these purposes is the highest in (Poland's) history."
Kosiniak-Kamysz said the increased presence of Polish and allied military forces in regions close to the border is also helping to tighten the eastern frontier of NATO and the European Union. That presence has been increased since Russia's aggression in Ukraine in 2022. 
He spoke in favor of Poland building a line of defensive bunkers, trenches and ditches along that border and the one with Russia's exclave of Kaliningrad, steps that the Baltic states have already taken.

    


Poland says a massive wave of illegal migration from Belarus, especially in 2022, was orchestrated by that country and by Russia to destabilize Poland, a Ukrainian ally, and the European Union. The influx was largely curbed by the metal barrier that Poland completed last year, but some illegal crossings continue. 
The minister's comments also suggested that the barrier is seen as a wider defense measure during Russia's war with Ukraine, which borders Poland.
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Huge fire at a chemical storage tank in Thailand kills one and injures 4

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    At least one person was killed and four others injured in eastern Thailand Thursday, after a huge fire broke out at gas storage tanks in an industrial area.
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    [image: Black smoke billows after an explosion at the gas storage tanks in an industrial area in Rayong province, eastern of Thailand, Thursday, May 9, 2024. At least one person was killed and several others injured after a huge fire broke out at gas storage tanks. (Fire & Rescue Thailand via AP)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- At least one person was killed and four others were injured after a huge fire broke out at a chemical storage tank in an Eastern Thailand industrial park on Thursday.
The fire in Mab Ta Phut Industrial Estate, which was first reported in the morning, was contained more than six hours later. Fire workers estimated it might take more than 10 hours to be able to fully extinguish the flames, according to the Rayong province's public relations department. 
About 400 workers and residents have been evacuated to a temporary shelter, the department said.
Officials said the tank, which has a storage capacity of 2,500 cubic meters, belongs to the Mab Ta Phut Tank Terminal company, which operates a commercial port and storage terminal for petrochemical products. They said the tank contained Pyrolysis gasoline, a mixture of chemicals commonly used in gasoline blending. 

    


Videos and photos from the scene show a huge plume of black smoke and raging fire engulfing a white tank that was standing close to several others. 
The company said in a statement that it is investigating the cause of the fire and will implement measures to prevent it from happening again. It expressed its condolences and said the company is ready to provide compensation to those affected.
In 2021, the company was ordered to cease operations temporarily after another one of its storage tanks erupted and caught fire, killing three and seriously injuring two.
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China criticizes US for ship's passage through Taiwan Strait weeks before new leader takes office

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    China's military criticized a U.S. destroyer's passage through the Taiwan Strait, which occurred less than two weeks before the island's new president takes office and while Washington and Beijing are making uneven efforts to restore regular military exchanges.
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    [image: In this photo provided by the U.S. Navy, the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) conducts routine underway operations while transiting through the Taiwan Strait Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (Mass Communication Specialist 3rd class Ismael Martinez/U.S. Navy via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the U.S. Navy, the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) conducts routine underway operations while transiting through the Taiwan Strait, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (Mass Communication Specialist 3rd class Ismael Martinez/U.S. Navy via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By CHRISTOPHER BODEEN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -- China's military criticized a U.S. destroyer's passage through the Taiwan Strait less than two weeks before the island's new president takes office and while Washington and Beijing are making uneven efforts to restore regular military exchanges. 
Navy Senior Capt. Li Xi, spokesperson for China's Eastern Theater Command, accused the U.S. of having "publicly hyped" the passage of the USS Halsey on Wednesday. In a statement, Li said the command, which oversees operations around the strait, "organized naval and air forces to monitor" the ship's transit. 
The U.S. Navy's 7th Fleet said the Halsey "conducted a routine Taiwan Strait transit on May 8 through waters where high-seas freedoms of navigation and overflight apply in accordance with international law." 
The guided-missile destroyer transited through a corridor in the strait that is "beyond the territorial sea" of any coastal state, the fleet said in a statement. 

    


"Halsey's transit through the Taiwan Strait demonstrates the United States' commitment to upholding freedom of navigation for all nations as a principle," it said. "No member of the international community should be intimidated or coerced into giving up their rights and freedoms. The United States military flies, sails, and operates anywhere international law allows." 




China's accusation that the transit was "publicly hyped" -- essentially meaning it was played up for maximum political effect -- has been standard practice when Beijing sees the announcements as a means of pushing back against China's claim to some degree of control over who can pass freely through the strait. There was no indication the U.S. Navy had operated any differently in the latest case, nor that the Chinese response was any more vociferous. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Taiwan's Defense Ministry said it was fully aware of the destroyer's passage.
"Throughout the transit, the Taiwanese military was closely monitoring the surrounding sea and airspace, and the situation remained normal," the ministry said.

    


The last such passage was on April 17, a day after U.S. and Chinese defense chiefs held their first talks since November 2022 in an effort to reduce regional tensions. Military-to-military contact stalled in August 2022, when Beijing suspended all such communication after then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan. China responded by firing missiles over Taiwan and staging a surge in military maneuvers, including what appeared to be a rehearsal of a naval and aerial blockade of the island.
The critical strait is 160 kilometers (100 mile) wide and divides China from Taiwan, the self-governing island democracy where President-elect William Lai Ching-te will be inaugurated on May 20. Lai's Democratic Progressive Party favors Taiwan's de facto independent status under which it maintains strong unofficial relations with the U.S. and other major nations. 
Taiwan's military heightens its alert status around sensitive dates, such as this January's presidential and legislative elections, wary that China might use its vastly more powerful military to attempt to intimidate voters and sway public opinion in favor of Beijing's insistence that unification between the sides is inevitable. 

    


The two sides split during a civil war in 1949, and as recently as 1996, China fired missiles just north and south of the island and held military exercises in an ultimately counterproductive bid to deter voters from backing candidates they opposed. Since then, China has largely kept a low profile around elections, favoring instead to curry favor with business groups and treat unification-oriented politicians and grassroots officials to all-expenses paid visits to the mainland. 
Although the heavily transited Taiwan Strait is international waters and vital to global trade, China considers the passage of warships from the U.S., Britain and other nations as a challenge to its sovereignty.
China sends navy ships and warplanes into the strait and other areas around the island almost daily to wear down Taiwan's defenses and seek to intimidate its 23 million people, who firmly back their de facto independence. 

    


Taiwan's Defense Ministry said 23 Chinese military aircraft and eight naval ships were detected operating around Taiwan in the 24 hours up to 6 a.m. Thursday. Eight of the planes crossed the median line in the strait and entered Taiwan's air defense identification zone, prompting Taiwan to scramble jets and put coastal missile batteries and naval craft on alert. 
In addition to sailing through the Taiwan Strait, the U.S. Navy conducts what it calls freedom of navigation operations in which it sails and flies in close proximity to Chinese-held features in the South China Sea, many of them human-made islands that have been 'militarized over the years with air strips, radar stations and other capabilities. 

    


China claims virtually all of the South China Sea, a principal maritime highway for global trade, and reacts furiously to such moves, accusing the U.S. of destabilizing the region. It often shadows the U.S. vessels and planes with its own assets, demanding they leave the area immediately. The U.S. claims it has the right under international law to sail in the area and a U.N.-backed arbitration panel has tossed out China's claims, a ruling Beijing ignored.
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Activist in Tunisia arrested as conditions for migrants and their advocates worsen

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - People demonstrate against Tunisian President Kais Saied's comment on migration, in Tunis, Tunisia, on Feb. 25, 2023. An anti-discrimination activist in Tunisia was arrested in a money laundering investigation this week as the dangerous and dire conditions facing migrants and their advocates worsen. (AP Photo/Hassene Dridi, File)]
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                                        TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) -- An anti-discrimination activist in Tunisia was arrested in a money laundering investigation this week as the dangerous and dire conditions facing migrants and their advocates worsen.
Saadia Mosbah, who is Black, was taken into custody and her home was searched as part of an investigation into the funding for the Mnemty association she runs. 
She was arrested after she posted on social media condemning the racism she faced for her work from people accusing her of helping sub-Saharan African migrants, said Bassem Trifi, the president of the Tunisian League for the Defense of Human Rights.
Her arrest was the latest reflection of the problems facing migrants in Tunisia as authorities bolster efforts to police the shoreline where many embark on boats hoping to reach Europe.
In a national security council meeting focused on irregular migration, Tunisian President Kais Saied said Tuesday that associations that receive substantial foreign funds were "traitors and agents" and shouldn't supplant the state's role in managing migration and fighting human trafficking.

    


Fewer migrants have made the dangerous journey across the Mediterranean Sea this year due to weather and beefed-up border security. But human rights groups caution that efforts to curb crossings haven't protected the tens of thousands of migrants stuck in Tunisia.




More than 80 migrants were arrested in Tunis last week after clashes with law enforcement as they cleared encampments in the capital that were "disturbing the peace," according to Tunisia's Radio Mosaique.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hundreds of migrants had camped near the headquarters of the U.N. refugee agency and International Organization for Migration, often demanding the agencies repatriate them outside of Tunisia. Law enforcement used heavy machinery to raze their tents and then bused them outside of the city to "an unknown destination," said Romdhane Ben Amor, a spokesman for the Tunisian Forum for Economic and Social Rights.

    


"Tunisia is deepening the crisis and promoting the idea that there is no solution," Ben Amor told Radio Mosaique.
An estimated 244 migrants -- most of them from outside Tunisia -- have died or disappeared along the country's Mediterranean coastline this year, including 24 whose bodies were found last week, the NGO said.
In a report based on government data released Monday, it noted that the number of migrants without papers boating across the Mediterranean had decreased as Tunisian authorities report an increasing number of interceptions. Such is the case for both migrants from Tunisia and migrants passing through the country en route to Europe.
In April, authorities directly thwarted 209 migration attempts and in total prevented more than 8,200 migrants from reaching Italy, the majority from sub-Saharan African countries. Tunisian Coast Guard have prevented more than 21,000 migrants from reaching Italy this year.
Managing migration to prevent scenes of chaos and despair along Italian shorelines has been a top priority for European leaders, including Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni, who has visited Tunis four times this year.

    


North African and European officials have sought to curb human trafficking and better police borders and coastlines to prevent deaths at sea. However, thousands of migrants fleeing conflict, poverty, persecution or hoping for a better life have continued to make the journey. They take boats from the coast north of Sfax, Tunisia's second-largest city, to Italian islands such as Lampedusa, about 130 kilometers (81 miles) away.
The European Union hopes to limit migration with policies including development assistance, voluntary return and repatriation for migrants and forging closer ties with neighboring governments that police their borders. They have pledged billions of dollars over the past year to countries including Tunisia, Mauritania and Egypt to provide general government aid, migrant services and border patrols.
Though European leaders have hailed a $1.1 billion agreement with Tunisia as a template, Saied has pledged not to allow the country to become a "border guard" for Europe.

    


Less than one-third as many migrants have reached Italy in 2024 as had at this point last year, according to May 8 figures from Italy's Interior Ministry. The U.N. refugee agency reported that more than 24,000 migrants travelled from Tunisia to Italy in the first four months of 2023 while less than 8,000 had successfully made the journey over the same time period this year.
___
Follow AP's global migration coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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Fiji's ex-leader, Frank Bainimarama, sentenced to prison for interfering in police investigation

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The then Prime Minister of Fiji Josaia Voreqe Bainimarama addresses the 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Sept. 23, 2022, at the U.N. headquarters. Former Prime Minister Bainimarama was sentenced on Thursday, May 9, 2024, to a year in prison for interfering in a criminal investigation while he headed the government of his South Pacific island nation. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Former Fijian Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama was sentenced Thursday to a year in prison for interfering in a criminal investigation while he headed the government of his South Pacific island nation.
Acting High Court of Fiji Chief Justice Salesi Temo sentenced the 70-year-old in the capital Suva on a conviction for attempting to pervert the course of justice. Suspended Police Commissioner Sitiveni Qiliho received a 2-year prison sentence on a conviction for abuse of office, The Fiji Times newspaper reported.
Bainimarama had led his government for 16 years, first as a military dictator following a 2006 coup and then as a prime minister who was democratically elected in 2014 and 2018. After the 2022 election, he was succeeded by Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka, who also first seized power as a coup leader in 1987.

    


Bainimarama was prime minister in 2019 when he ended a police investigation into allegations of financial mismanagement at the University of the South Pacific.
The university is owned by 12 Pacific Island nations and its main campus is in Suva. The university's administration had alleged to police that abuses of funding and mismanagement had been happening for a decade.


Prosecutors alleged the prime minister and police commissioner ended an active police investigation into former university staff members. Prosecutors said police were continuing their investigation and could lay more charges.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A lower court judge had acquitted Bainimarama and Qiliho of the charges last October. But prosecutors successfully appealed to the High Court, which convicted them both.
Bainimarama did not react when his sentence was read out, but his wife Mary Bainimarama broke down in tears as she sat by his side in court, Australian Broadcasting Corp. reported.
His lawyers said they would appeal, but Temo rejected their application to have Bainimarama released on bail pending an appeals court hearing.
Police led Bainimarama from court in handcuffs to a van that took him to a prison outside Suva.
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Gunmen kill 7 barbers in Pakistan's volatile Baluchistan province
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                                        QUETTA, Pakistan (AP) -- Attackers fatally shot seven barbers before dawn Thursday in a home in a volatile province in southwestern Pakistan, police and a government official said.
The killings occurred near the port city of Gwadar in Baluchistan province, police official Mohsin Ali said. All of the barbers were from Punjab province and lived and worked together.
Provincial Interior Minister Ziaullah Langau condemned the killings and said police were investigating who was behind the attack. 
There was no immediate claim of responsibility. Separatists in Baluchistan have often killed workers and others from Punjab as part of a campaign to force them to leave the province, which for years has experienced a low-level insurgency by the Baluchistan Liberation Army and other groups demanding independence from the central government in Islamabad. Islamic militants also have a presence in the province.

    


The government says it has quelled the separatist insurgency, but violence in the province has persisted.
Police said they believe the attack on the barbers was not related to their jobs. Last month, the Baluchistan Liberation Army claimed responsibility for killing nine people from Punjab province who were abducted from a bus on a highway in Baluchistan, saying it had information that spies were on the bus.




Separatists have also targeted people from Punjab working on coal-mine projects in Baluchistan.
In January, gunmen killed six barbers in a former stronghold of the Pakistani Taliban in the country's northwest near the Afghanistan border. Pakistani militants years ago banned the trimming of beards and haircuts in Western styles.
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Europe Day marks 1 month till EU elections. Rise of hard right, wilting of Green Deal are possible
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    [image: FILE - A group stands under an election banner outside the European Parliament in Brussels on April 29, 2024. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE- A man holds a European Union flag as he walks outside the European Commission building during Europe Day celebrations in Brussels on May 4, 2024. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo File)]
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[image: FILE - People wait in line to visit the European Parliament during Europe Day celebrations in Brussels on May 4, 2024. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - President of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe, Guy Verhofstadt, speaks in the hemicycle of the European Parliament in Brussels, on May 26, 2019. While 27 nations with often inefficient individual defense programs have left western Europe at the mercy of U.S. goodwill for much of the past half century, Verhofstadt wants a full defense union to stave off a belligerent Russia, and anticipate a non-committal United States if Donald Trump becomes president in November. (AP Photo/Olivier Matthys, File)]
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[image: FILE - A woman walks holding a baby by a sculpture depicting French diplomat Jean Monnet, part of the monument of the European Union Founding Fathers in Bucharest, Romania, on Dec. 29, 2018. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)]
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[image: FILE - Members of European Parliament participate in a series of votes as they attend a plenary session at the European Parliament in Brussels, on April 10, 2024. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]
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    [image: FILE - A group stands under an election banner outside the European Parliament in Brussels on April 29, 2024. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE- A man holds a European Union flag as he walks outside the European Commission building during Europe Day celebrations in Brussels on May 4, 2024. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo File)]
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[image: FILE - A man wears a suit in the EU colors as he walks outside the European Parliament during Europe Day celebrations in Brussels on May 4, 2024. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - People wait in line to visit the European Parliament during Europe Day celebrations in Brussels on May 4, 2024. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - President of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe, Guy Verhofstadt, speaks in the hemicycle of the European Parliament in Brussels, on May 26, 2019. While 27 nations with often inefficient individual defense programs have left western Europe at the mercy of U.S. goodwill for much of the past half century, Verhofstadt wants a full defense union to stave off a belligerent Russia, and anticipate a non-committal United States if Donald Trump becomes president in November. (AP Photo/Olivier Matthys, File)]
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[image: FILE - A woman walks holding a baby by a sculpture depicting French diplomat Jean Monnet, part of the monument of the European Union Founding Fathers in Bucharest, Romania, on Dec. 29, 2018. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)]
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[image: FILE - Members of European Parliament participate in a series of votes as they attend a plenary session at the European Parliament in Brussels, on April 10, 2024. The European Union marks Europe Day on Thursday, May 9, but instead of the traditionally muted celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in one month time which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from its global trendsetting climate policies. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union marks its annual Europe Day on Thursday, but instead of the humdrum celebrations, all eyes are on the EU elections in a month's time, which portend a steep rise of the extreme right and a possible move away from the bloc's global trendsetting climate policies. 
After decades in which the EU elections hardly caused a ripple, the June 6-9 voting is the most important in memory. It is being held at a time of continuous crises on a continent which is experiencing a war in Ukraine, climate emergencies, a shifting of geopolitical plates and fundamental questions on the reach and purpose of the EU itself.
"It will be an existential fight," said Guy Verhofstadt, a former Belgian prime minister and outgoing free-market liberal member of parliament who has been in the thick of EU politics for over a quarter century. It will pit "those who want less Europe and, then, those political forces who understand that in the world of tomorrow you need a far more integrated European Union to defend the interests of the Europeans," he said in an interview.

    


In naked political terms, it means those traditional socialist, liberal and green forces that ran the EU parliament with the Christian Democrats over the past five years against the surging powers of the hard nationalist right, exemplified by leaders like Viktor Orban of Hungary and Georgia Meloni of Italy. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The vote is the second-biggest exercise in democracy behind the elections in India, as the 27-nation bloc of 450 million people will be picking 720 parliamentarians to serve them over the next five years with decisive votes on everything from digital privacy rules to international trade policy and climate measures. 




But more than that, when the results are made public late on June 9, it will be an indication whether the continental political drift will match the rightward swing seen across much of the globe from Argentina to the Netherlands and Slovakia. 

    


Even if surveys diverge somewhat on the margins of the gains, they all point toward one thing: The nationalist hard right and populist parties will make strong gains. 
"If I look at the polls all over Europe, more or less, I can always see the same scenario," said Nicola Procaccini, Meloni's man in the European Parliament, who typically considers himself as part of the center-right far removed from the neo-fascist roots of his Brothers of Italy party. 
He said likeminded parties "are rising more or less, everywhere." That includes election victories in the Netherlands and Slovakia and polls showing they lead the way in France with Marine Le Pen 's National Rally. 
When it comes to the fundamentals, the EU battle could be seen as Verhofstadt vs. Procaccini, with one insisting only more joint policies on issues like defense are the answer to the EU's global challenges ahead, and the other saying how the individual member states, with their cherished nationhood at its core, should always come first.
While 27 nations with often inefficient individual defense programs have left western Europe at the mercy of U.S. goodwill for much of the past half century, Verhofstadt wants a full defense union to stave off a belligerent Russia, and anticipate a non-committal United States if Donald Trump becomes president in November. "It is not individual member states which will protect the people," he said. 

    


"And that's the reason why it's an existential fight. Because if we lose this fight against the right-wing parties, we will be without defense, without security," Verhofstadt said.
Procaccini instead centers on what many far-right parties see as encroachment and downright meddling in national affairs by the EU's institutions in Brussels and Strasbourg, France. They have specifically lashed out at the EU Green Deal to keep climate change at bay and have specifically targeted measures to force farmers into more environmentally friendly methods as overbearing and overruling national decision making. They want to hark back to the EU's timid origins some 60 years ago when cooperation was much more voluntary and limited. 

    


"We want to restore the original idea of Europe," Procacinni said. 
It is unlikely the anti-EU parties will get a grip on legislative power but a surge into third place behind the Christian Democrats and Socialists would have a major impact. If the forecast of the European Council on Foreign Affairs holds, the think tank says "this 'sharp right turn' is likely to have significant consequences for European-level policies ... particularly on environmental issues, where the new majority is likely to oppose ambitious EU action to tackle climate change." 
EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has already softened some of the climate rules and her center-right Christian Democrat European People's Party, the biggest in the legislature, has moved rightward on migration on top of climate policy. 

    


With a wilting of the Green Deal, it would make sure that beyond facing geopolitical crises, the EU would also face one of its own making.
Thursday's Europe Day honors the memory of Jean Monnet, one of the founding fathers of the European Union, who once said: "Europe will be forged in crises." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eu-elections-extreme-right-climate-defense-97c6818f5b6bc12395d714021413dc32
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    [image: House Speaker Matt Ritter watches the vote tally board in the House of Representatives in Hartford, Conn. on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, the final night of the legislative session. Lawmakers were rushing to pass bills before the midnight adjournment. (AP Photo/Susan Haigh)]
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[image: Lobbyists, staff and visitors mill around the halls of the Connecticut State Capitol in Hartford, Conn. on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, the final night of the legislative session. While lawmakers were unable to pass a major artificial intelligence regulation bill, they scrambled to pass other bills, including absentee ballot reforms. (AP Photo/Susan Haigh)]
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[image: Deputy Speaker Michelle Cook presides over the House of Representatives in Hartford, Conn., Wednesday, May 8, 2024, the last day of the 2024 legislative session. While lawmakers were working to pass bills before a midnight adjournment, many major proposals faltered this year, including artificial intelligence regulations. (AP Photo/Susan Haigh)]
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                                        HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) -- Connecticut lawmakers began the 2024 legislative session with hopes of passing one of the first major bills in the U.S. to rein in bias in artificial intelligence and protect citizens from harm.
But a veto threat from Democratic Gov. Ned Lamont, a former businessman who voiced concern the legislation might stifle innovation and make Connecticut an outlier among other states, scuttled the bill in the final days of the session that wrapped up Wednesday night. 
"It's disappointing Connecticut is losing its chance to lead in the AI space," said Democratic Sen. James Maroney, who has been working on the issue for two years with lawmakers from across the U.S. He expressed optimism that something will pass next year in Connecticut.
The AI legislation was one of several bills proposed during the short three-month legislative session that attempted to address major, weighty issues -- from climate change to the codification of abortion rights in the state's constitution. All failed after the Democratic-controlled General Assembly met its midnight adjournment deadline.

    


Lawmakers had some success stories this session, however. 




Legislation cleared the General Assembly that makes numerous nursing home reforms, including prohibiting facilities from placing new residents in rooms with more than two beds.
Additionally, the Senate gave final legislative approval Wednesday night to a bill that attempts to address the proliferation of THC-infused beverages being sold in convenience stores and elsewhere. The legislation prohibits sales to anyone under 21 and allows the drinks to be sold only at packages stores or cannabis dispensaries, including those that sell both recreational and medical marijuana. Senators also voted to prohibit synthetic cannabinoids in cannabis and forbid the state's licensed cannabis establishments from selling them.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Also late Wednesday, the Senate rushed to passed legislation that tightens absentee voting laws after people were captured on video last year stuffing reams of ballots into collection boxes in Bridgeport. The bill requires mandatory surveillance cameras at drop boxes and improved tracking of ballots, as well as new protections for poll workers.

    


"I don't believe that it goes far enough," Republican Sen. Rob Sampson said of the bill, calling what happened in Bridgeport a "fiasco" that warranted stronger action. He attempted to amend the bill with measures including a requirement that voters show an ID at the polls, but all four failed. 
Lawmakers this session also passed a Democratic bill that updates Connecticut's first-in-the-nation paid sick leave law from 2011 and requires all employers, down to those with a single worker, to provide their employees with time off by 2027. It awaits Lamont's signature.
House Speaker Matt Ritter, a Democrat, noted how the sick leave bill came "close to the finish line" last year and benefited from lawmakers knowing what could pass this year. Other major bills didn't have that advantage.
"There are just some bills you can't do because of time," he said.

    


Other high-profile proposals also failed Wednesday, including bills to curb the cost of e-books for libraries, expand protections for certain tenants, prohibit the sale of energy drinks to children, bar legacy admissions at public and private colleges, and provide Connecticut residents who telecommute for New York companies with a financial incentive to challenge their income tax bills from that state.
One reason why some concepts faltered this year, including a push to extend the state's HUSKY health insurance program for immigrants over the age of 15, may be the Democrats' unusual decision not to reopen the second year of the two-year budget passed last year. 
Traditionally the short legislative session is dedicated primarily to adjustments to the second year of the budget. 
Instead, late Tuesday, the Senate gave final legislative approval to a plan to spend at least $360 million in remaining federal COVID-19 pandemic funds on key areas, including higher education, not-for-profit social service agencies, municipal aid and children's mental health. The same bill also granted Lamont expanded authority to move money between state accounts.

    


"When we agreed not to open the budget and did not do a budget, that really limited your options," Ritter said.
Republican lawmakers strongly criticized the decision to not reopen the budget. Some predicted Connecticut will now face future deficits by using one-time COVID relief funds for operating expenses. 
"The Democrats didn't do their job on the budget and they've left the hard decisions up to the governor," House Minority Leader Vincent Candelora said. Democrats dismissed the criticism.
In the final minutes of the session, Republicans in the Senate sharply criticized their Democratic colleagues for calling up a vague bill that creates a $3 million fund for low-wage workers, calling it a slush fund. While Democrats didn't explain the intention of the bill, which passed with only Democratic votes, a coalition of unions later praised the legislation as a step toward creating an assistance fund for striking workers.
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Armenia's prime minister talks with Putin in Moscow while allies' ties are under strain

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russian President Vladimir Putin met Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan in Moscow on Wednesday for the Eurasian Economic Union summit.
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Armenia's prime minister visited Moscow and held talks Wednesday with Russian President Vladimir Putin amid spiraling tensions between the estranged allies. 
Putin hosted Nikol Pashinyan for talks following a summit of the Eurasian Economic Union, a Moscow-dominated economic alliance they both attended earlier in the day. The negotiations came a day after Putin began his fifth term at a glittering Kremlin inauguration.
In brief remarks at the start of the talks, Putin said that bilateral trade was growing, but acknowledged "some issues concerning security in the region."
Pashinyan, who last visited Moscow in December, said that "certain issues have piled up since then." 
Armenia's ties with its longtime sponsor and ally Russia have grown increasingly strained after Azerbaijan waged a lightning military campaign in September to reclaim the Karabakh region, ending three decades of ethnic Armenian separatists' rule there. 

    


Armenian authorities accused Russian peacekeepers who were deployed to Nagorno-Karabakh after the previous round of hostilities in 2020 of failing to stop Azerbaijan's onslaught. Moscow, which has a military base in Armenia, has rejected the accusations, arguing that its troops didn't have a mandate to intervene.




The Kremlin, in turn, has been angered by Pashinyan's efforts to deepen ties with the West and distance his country from Moscow-dominated security and economic alliances. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Just as Pashinyan was visiting Moscow on Wednesday, Armenia's Foreign Ministry announced that the country will stop paying fees to the Collective Security Treaty Organization, a Russia-dominated security pact. Armenia has previously suspended its participation in the grouping as Pashinyan has sought to bolster ties with the European Union and NATO.
Russia was also vexed by Armenia's decision to join the International Criminal Court, which last year indicted Putin for alleged war crimes connected to the Russian action in Ukraine.

    


Moscow, busy with the Ukrainian conflict that has dragged into a third year, has publicly voiced concern about Yerevan's westward shift but sought to downplay the differences.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov conceded Tuesday that "there are certain problems in our bilateral relations," but added that "there is a political will to continue the dialogue."
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    [image: FILE - Farmworkers Cynthia Burgos, left and Teresa Maldonado, right, hug after Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a bill aimed at making it easier for farmworkers to unionize in Sacramento, Calif., Sept. 28, 2022. A battle between The Wonderful Co. which grows pistachios, pomegranates, citrus and other crops and United Farm Workers is over new rules in California aimed at making it easier for farmworkers to form unions. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)]
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        Union push pits the United Farm Workers against a major California agricultural business
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                                        In a meeting room at a hotel in California's crop-rich Central Valley, a fight is taking place that could help shape the future of farm labor in fields that grow a chunk of the country's food.
The battle between a unit of the Wonderful Co. -- one of the state's most well-known farm companies that grows pistachios, pomegranates and citrus -- and United Farm Workers -- the country's biggest farm worker union -- comes after California passed a law in 2022 aimed at making it easier for agricultural laborers to organize.
Several hundred workers filed papers this year to unionize at Wonderful Nurseries in Wasco, Calif., a move the company claimed was fraudulent. The allegations are being heard in proceedings that could uphold the newly-formed union or revoke its certification. Meanwhile, farmer and labor advocates are watching closely to determine what impact the new law is having in a state where most farmworkers are not organized.

    


Four groups of California farmworkers have so far organized under the law, marking the UFW's first successful attempts at farmworker unionization since 2016, said Elizabeth Strater, the union's director of strategic campaigns




"We're going to see a continued rise in California of farmworker organizing, because there is a tremendous need," Strater said. "Every time there's a union win in the community, that raises the standard for other employers."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Farmworkers aren't covered by federal rules for labor organizing in the United States. But California, which harvests much of the country's produce, enacted a law and created a special board in 1975 to protect their right to unionize. 
The 2022 law lets the workers unionize by collecting a majority of signatures without holding an election at a polling place -- a move proponents said would protect workers from union busting and employers said lacked safeguards to prevent fraud. Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom reluctantly approved the changes with a nudge from the White House after farmworkers led a weekslong march to the state Capitol.

    


Farmworkers in California are overwhelmingly Latino and among the state's poorest and most vulnerable residents. Many are seasonal workers, which makes it tough to organize a job site, and many lack legal status in the United States.
The new law could lead to a rise in union influence and a resurgence of the UFW, which represented at its peak tens of thousands of farmworkers but has seen its numbers dwindle, said Christian Paiz, a professor of ethnic studies at University of California, Berkeley. 
"It is one of the most dangerous jobs in the country," Paiz said. "There's an absurdity to the claim these individuals would say, 'No, I'm cool, I trust my employer.'"
Farm industry leaders contend the lack of a secret ballot makes workers vulnerable to coercion by unions and fraud. They want farmworkers to be able to revoke their signatures if they change their mind about organizing, and they want unions to clarify in writing that a signature essentially constitutes a worker's vote.

    


Bryan Little, director of labor policy for the California Farm Bureau Federation, said he expects more union filings under the new law.
"Our members are very concerned about it," Little said. "You have a union and all of a sudden you have a business partner in effect telling you how to operate your business."
The clash at Wonderful Nurseries began when a group of workers filed in February to organize over concerns about assignments and scheduling, Strater said.
A 640-worker unit was certified by the state's Agricultural Labor Relations Board. But Wonderful filed a complaint saying its workers didn't want a union and thought cards they signed were to access $600 payments under a federal pandemic relief program the UFW helps administer. The UFW denied it, and claimed Wonderful was calling meetings to try to get workers to withdraw their cards.
The issue is now before the board with an administrative law judge taking testimony from workers during a weekslong hearing that started in person and is continuing remotely with lawyers sparring over computer screens, while farmworkers speak from a Bakersfield meeting room with help from a Spanish interpreter.

    


Wonderful Nurseries contends the board has failed to ensure an honest process for the unit's 60 permanent employees and as many as 1,500 seasonal workers. 
"Our company's history of working with agricultural workers is rooted in mutual trust, collaboration, and respect, all of which stands in contrast to the UFW actions," Rob Yraceburu, president of Wonderful Nurseries, said in a statement.
The Agricultural Labor Relations Board had no immediate comment on the case.
The push to organize farm labor follows a decades-long decline in union membership in the United States. But public support for unions has recently grown and the National Labor Relations Board, which governs non-farmworkers' right to organize, reported the highest number of filings for union representation in eight years during the 2023 fiscal year.

    


Other California companies where farmworkers have organized are much smaller than Wonderful, a $6 billion company founded by Stewart and Lynda Resnick, who have donated to President Joe Biden and Newsom.
At DMB Packing, Guadalupe Luna said he signed up to form a union because he previously worked at a unionized farm where he earned 5 cents more for each bucket of tomatoes picked. Now, he said a contract may soon be signed.
"We think this year things are going to be better for us," the 55-year-old said. "We want better pay, and benefits, that's what we're asking the ranchers for, and they seem willing to negotiate with us."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/california-farmworkers-unions-wonderful-ufw-agriculture-3ecd5ad4b79bb00bd1b35599a8769a12
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The Latest | Rafah's hospitals will run out of fuel in 3 days, WHO says

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Israeli military said Wednesday that it has reopened its Kerem Shalom crossing into Gaza after days of closure, but the U.N. said no humanitarian aid has yet entered and there is no one to receive it on the Palestinian side after workers fled during Israel's military incursion in the area.
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    [image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers move on armored personnel carriers (APC) near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers move on armored personnel carriers (APC) near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers move on armored personnel carriers (APC) near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers move on armored personnel carriers (APC) near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: Palestinians wash their flock in the Mediterranean Sea at the beach in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians wash their flock in the Mediterranean Sea at the beach in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Palestinians wash their flock in the Mediterranean Sea at the beach in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians wash their flock in the Mediterranean Sea at the beach in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)]
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[image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)]
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Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike on buildings near the separating wall between Egypt and Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramez Habboub)
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[image: An Israeli mobile artillery unit fires a shell from southern Israel towards the Gaza Strip, in a position near the Israel-Gaza border, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 18
Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Displaced Palestinians arrive in central Gaza after fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday, May 7, 2024. The Israeli army has ordered tens of thousands of people to evacuate Rafah as it conducts a ground operation there. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers work on armored military vehicles at a staging ground near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers work on armored military vehicles at a staging ground near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers work on armored military vehicles at a staging ground near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: Israeli soldiers work on armored military vehicles at a staging ground near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: An Israeli soldier salutes after placing a flag with black ribbons on the grave of a soldier ahead of the country's memorial day for fallen soldiers at the Mount Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Isreal, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Israel marks the annual Memorial Day in remembrance of soldiers who died in the nation's conflicts. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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                                        The World Health Organization says it has only three days of fuel for its medical operations in southern Gaza, with shortages already forcing one of three remaining hospitals in the city of Rafah to shut down.
The Rafah border crossing with Egypt has been closed since Israel's military took control of the Palestinian side early Tuesday, blocking the entry of desperately needed humanitarian aid. The U.N. says northern Gaza is already in a state of "full-blown famine."
Israel said it reopened Kerem Shalom crossing, the other main entry point for aid, early Wednesday. U.N. officials say no aid has entered Gaza, and there is no one to receive it on the Palestinian side because of ongoing fighting.
The war in Gaza has driven around 80% of the territory's population of 2.3 million from their homes and caused vast destruction to apartments, hospitals, mosques and schools across several cities. The death toll in Gaza has soared to more than 34,500 people, according to local health officials.

    


The war began Oct. 7 when Hamas attacked southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting about 250 others. Israel says militants still hold around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others.




Currently:
-- Biden says US won't supply weapons for Israel to attack Rafah, in warning to ally
-- Why the U.S. paused the delivery of 2,000-pound bombs to Israel ahead of a possible Rafah attack

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- Israel says it reopened a key Gaza crossing after a rocket attack. The U.N. says no aid has entered.
-- Has Israel followed the law in its war in Gaza? The U.S. is due to render a first-of-its-kind verdict. 
-- Israeli tanks have rolled into Rafah. What does this mean for the Palestinians sheltering there?
-- Scenes from Israel and Gaza reflect dashed hopes as an imminent cease-fire seems unlikely.
Follow AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

    


Here's the latest:
BIDEN SAYS US WON'T SUPPLY WEAPONS FOR ISRAEL TO ATTACK RAFFAH
President Joe Biden said Wednesday that he would not supply offensive weapons that Israel could use to launch an all-out assault on Rafah -- the last major Hamas stronghold in Gaza -- over concern for the well-being of the more than 1 million civilians sheltering there.
Biden, in an interview with CNN, said the U.S. was still committed to Israel's defense and would supply Iron Dome rocket interceptors and other defensive arms, but that if Israel goes into Rafah, "we're not going to supply the weapons and artillery shells used, that have been used."
The interview marked Biden's toughest public comments yet about the potential Israeli military operation and followed his decision to pause a shipment of heavy bombs to Israel last week over concerns that the U.S. ally was moving closer to an attack on Rafah despite public and private warnings from his administration.
U.N. IS NEGOTIATING WITH ISRAEL AND EGYPT TO RESUME FUEL SHIPMENTS INTO GAZA
UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations is engaged in intensive discussions with Israeli and Egyptian authorities to restart fuel shipments to Gaza as soon as possible in order keep providing humanitarian operations.
U.N. humanitarian staff in Gaza are rationing fuel to stretch what's available for as long as possible, "but it is clear that it is a matter of hours, if not days, where we will have no more fuel," U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters Wednesday 

    


Between May 1 and May 5, a daily average of 48 trucks carrying more than 160,000 liters of fuel entered Gaza through the now-closed Rafah crossing with Egypt, Dujarric said.
The U.N. spokesman confirmed that nothing has entered Gaza from the Kerem Shalom crossing, which Israel said it reopened Wednesday, because fighting is still ongoing. With rockets falling and other military activities, there is an issue of safety of humanitarian personnel, he said.
On the health front, Dujarric said the abrupt closure of one of the three hospitals in Rafah on Tuesday - Al Najjar - because of its location in an area Israel ordered to be vacated, left Gaza without its only operating facility for kidney dialysis. According to the World Health Organization, 200 patients now have no place to go for treatment, he said.

    


Dujarric also reported a tweet by Philippe Lazzarini, head of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees known as UNRWA, saying a protest at its headquarters in East Jerusalem called by an elected member of the Jerusalem municipality on Tuesday "was nothing less than harassment, intimidation, vandalism."
The protesters damaged the gates of the UNRWA office, which is supposed to protected by Israeli authorities, Dujarric said. Israeli police were outside the UNRWA office, and the U.N. has lodged a protest with Israeli authorities, he said.
ISRAEL CONFIRMS HAMAS ATTACK ON KEREM SHALOM BORDER CROSSING 
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli army has confirmed a Hamas attack on the Kerem Shalom border crossing -- a main entry point used to deliver aid into Gaza.
A military official said Hamas had fired unidentified projectiles at the crossing on Wednesday, which landed nearby. There were no immediate reports of serious injuries.

    


Hamas earlier had said it shelled the area, saying it had targeted a military base.
The attack came shortly after Israel reopened the Kerem Shalom crossing for aid deliveries. It had been closed since a Hamas attack on Sunday killed four soldiers near the crossing.
The official, speaking on condition of anonymity pending an official announcement, said the attack would make it difficult to continue aid deliveries. The crossing is expected to reopen on Thursday for its regular daytime operating hours.
___
Associated Press writer Josef Federman contributed. 
ISRAEL IS 'FRUSTRATED' BY U.S. PAUSING BOMB SHIPMENT, ISRAEL'S U.N. AMBASSADOR SAYS
JERUSALEM -- Israel's ambassador to the United Nations said Wednesday that his government feels let down by the U.S. pausing a shipment of bombs to Israel.
"It's a very disappointing decision, even frustrating," Ambassador Gilan Erdan told Israeli Channel 12 TV, however he said he didn't think the move signaled a broader halt to U.S. aid to Israel.
Erdan suggested the decision stemmed from political pressure on the Biden administration from Congress, the nationwide campus protests and the upcoming U.S. presidential election.
He said President Joe Biden was at once urging people to remember that the war started with Hamas' attack on Oct. 7, while at the same time holding back "the means intended to destroy Hamas."
"You can't win the war without allowing Israel to win it," Erdan said.
The U.S. paused a shipment of bombs to Israel last week over concerns that the country was approaching a decision on launching a full-scale assault on the southern Gaza city of Rafah. Israel this week launched what it says is a "targeted" operation on the city that has included taking over the Palestinian side of a key border crossing.
A THIRD MASS GRAVE IS FOUND AT SHIFA HOSPITAL, GAZA'S HEALTH MINISTRY SAYS
JERUSALEM -- Dozens of bodies were buried in a mass grave on the grounds of Shifa hospital in northern Gaza, where Israeli forces staged two major operations during the war, the Health Ministry in Gaza said Wednesday.
It is unclear who was buried in the grave or how they died. The Health Ministry says it was the third mass grave found at Shifa since the war began. A two-week Israeli raid in March left Gaza's largest medical complex in ruins.
Mass graves have also been uncovered at other hospitals Israel raided. In some cases hospital officials said they had been dug purposely to bury the dead until it was safe to move the bodies to a final resting place.
Israel says it has nothing to do with the mass graves, claiming the people buried there either died in battle or were patients who died in the hospital. The United Nations has called for "a clear, transparent and credible investigation" of the mass graves.
U.N. HEALTH AGENCY HAS ONLY ENOUGH FUEL FOR 3 DAYS, AFTER ISRAEL CLOSES RAFAH CROSSING
GENEVA -- The head of the World Health Organization said the U.N. health agency only has enough fuel to run its medical operations in the south of Gaza for another three days.
At a press briefing Wednesday, WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said one of Rafah's three hospitals has already had to close, saying the closure of the Rafah crossing into Egypt means no fuel has been able to make it into the territory -- with dire consequences.
"Without more aid flowing into Rafah, we cannot sustain our lifesaving support to hospitals," Tedros said. He said an estimated 1.4 million people in Rafah remain at risk, including 600,000 children.
Dr. Rik Peeperkorn, WHO's representative to the occupied Palestinian territory, said that due to a lack of fuel, the agency had suspended its operations in the north of Gaza "for now and for the coming week." He said that although WHO was providing the region with some medical equipment, including 15 dialysis machines and had warehouses of supplies, all of that was still inadequate.
"It's what I call a Band-aid," Peeperkorn said. "It will not help avoid substantial additional mortality and morbidity when there will be a full-scale military operation."
Andrea De Domenico, the head of the U.N.'s humanitarian office in the Palestinian territories, said Tuesday the U.N. normally uses 200,000 liters of diesel fuel a day in Gaza. As of Tuesday night, it had 30,000 liters left.
U.S. TREASURY SEEKS TO HELP BANKS SPOT TRANSATIONS RELATED TO MIDEAST MILITANT GROUPS
WASHINGTON -- U.S. Treasury's Financial Crimes Enforcement Network issued an advisory on Wednesday meant to help banks and financial institutions identify potentially illicit transactions related to Iran-backed militant groups, Hamas, Hezbollah, the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and groups in Iraq and Syria.
The advisory comes "in light of intensified terrorist activity in the Middle East," according to U.S. Treasury.
"As we witness continuing instability and violence in the Middle East, we are issuing this Advisory to help financial institutions protect the financial system from abuse by terrorists and to encourage financial institutions to stay vigilant in identifying and reporting related suspicious activity," said FinCEN Director Andrea Gacki.
The advisory lists the ways that militant groups use to raise funds, and how to identify them. For instance, Hamas has a history of using fake charities to raise funds, where donations are often placed in bank accounts in third countries such as Lebanon, Qatar and Turkey. Hezbollah uses a network of front companies and legitimate businesses as well as cryptocurrencies to raise, launder and transfer funds. 
U.S. Treasury says Hezbollah financiers use free trade zones and countries with weak regulatory frameworks to establish import-export companies to build out money laundering schemes, using companies often held in the name of a relative of the financier.
TEL AVIV SCALES DOWN TRADITIONAL PRIDE PARADE
TEL AVIV, Israel -- The mayor of Tel Aviv said Wednesday the city will not be holding its traditional Pride Parade this year because of the war in Gaza, instead opting for a scaled down rally.
The liberal coastal metropolis normally throws a weeklong bash with concerts and events in June that culminates in tens of thousands of people marching in a rainbow-drenched parade, which is the Middle East's largest celebration of Pride.
Tel Aviv Mayor Ron Huldai said that the decision was made in coordination with the city's LGBTQ+ organizations. He said much of the budget for the parade will go towards the city's LGBTQ+ community center.
"This is not the time for celebrations," he wrote on X.
PALESTINIANS WOUNDED IN FIRING AT GAZA'S KEREM SHALOM CROSSING
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military said Wednesday that Palestinian workers heading to the Gaza side of the Kerem Shalom border crossing were wounded after their vehicle came under fire.
Shortly after the military's announcement, the militant group Hamas said it struck Israeli forces near Kerem Shalom. It was not immediately clear if the two attacks were related. The military had no immediate comment about the Hamas claim and said it was investigating the apparent firing. 
Israel on Wednesday reopened Kerem Shalom after closing it over the weekend following a rocket attack that killed four soldiers. The Rafah crossing with Egypt remains after Israeli forces seized it Tuesday.
ISRAEL SUSPENDS FARMING ALONG GAZA BORDER AFTER ROCKET ATTACKS 
TEL AVIV -- Israel has suspended farming within 4 kilometers (2.5 miles) of the Gaza border over security concerns, the military announced on Wednesday.
Four soldiers were killed and 11 wounded on the border with Gaza on Sunday by rockets fired from Rafah in southern Gaza as the militant Hamas group continued to launch weapons at Israel. 
The area directly around the Gaza border was also closed to agriculture in the weeks after the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attack that triggered the war in Gaza, but slowly reopened as projectiles from Gaza decreased in frequency. The bulk of Israel's leafy greens, tomatoes, cucumbers and bell peppers come from the area close to Gaza, according to the Israel Farmers Association.
CIA DIRECTOR IN ISRAEL AS MEDIATORS PUSH FOR A CEASE-FIRE
WASHINGTON -- A U.S. official says that CIA Director William Burns is in Israel as international mediators push for a cease-fire.
The official said Burns arrived on Wednesday and was meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The official spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss closed-door negotiations.
The official gave no details on the discussions. But Burns has been in the region meeting with Egyptian and Qatari officials in recent days. He had been scheduled to travel to Israel from Qatar earlier this week, but that meeting was postponed without explanation.
All three countries have been involved in months of talks aimed at halting the seven-month war between Israel and Hamas.
Hamas announced on Sunday that it had accepted an Egyptian-Qatari cease-fire plan. But Israel says the proposal does not meet its "core" demands.
-- By ELLEN KNICKMEYER
ISRAEL DESTROYS BEDOUIN HOMES IN THE NEGEV DESERT
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israel has destroyed dozens of homes in an Arab Bedouin town in the Negev Desert, alleging that they were constructed without proper permits. 
The demolition of 47 homes in the village of Umm al-Batin, which began early Wednesday, appeared to be among the largest mass demolitions in recent years.
Tens of thousands of semi-nomadic Arab Bedouin have lived for decades in unrecognized communities across southern Israel. They are largely cut off from basic services and are rarely granted construction permits, forcing them to build illegally.
Israel has been trying to relocate them to planned communities with better services, but critics view that as an assault on their traditional life and a way of clearing them off land earmarked for Jewish development.
Far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir celebrated the demolitions as the result of "intensive work" aimed at combatting illegal construction in the Negev. 
Waleed Alhwashla, a member of Raam, a small Arab party in Israel's parliament, condemned the move and the escalating number of such demolitions under Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's right-wing government.
"This step ignores the Arab community, its needs and issues, and leads to more racism, exclusion, and violations of the basic rights of citizens, such as housing and security," he said.
The Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality, a rights group that closely tracks home demolitions in the area, says they have steadily increased from 697 in 2013 to 2,850 in 2022.
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH DOCUMENTS DEATHS OF 8 PALESTINIANS WHO POSED NO APPARENT THREAT
JERUSALEM -- Human Rights Watch has documented the deaths of eight Palestinians in the occupied West Bank who it says were killed by Israeli forces while posing no apparent threat.
The investigation published Wednesday found that Israeli forces "unlawfully used lethal force" against Palestinians in the volatile territory, where violence has surged since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack triggered the ongoing war in Gaza.
Richard Weir, senior crisis and conflict researcher at the New York-based rights group, said the killing of Palestinians is "taking place at a level without recent precedent in an environment in which Israeli forces have no need to fear that their government will hold them accountable."
The investigation examined four shootings of Palestinians from 2022 and 2023. Researchers interviewed witnesses and family members of the Palestinians, and conducted a review of news reports and videos of the shootings posted to social media.
Two of the four shootings occurred during Israeli raids into West Bank cities and towns, which the military says are aimed at rooting out militants. Rights groups say civilians and individuals posing no immediate threat have also been killed.
In one case, the investigation found, a Palestinian father and son were both shot dead by Israeli forces in the built-up Nur Shams refugee camp last October. Taha Matamid, 15, was shot as he stepped outside to look at the military jeeps encircling the camp, his sister told Human Rights Watch.
In a video taken by the sister and reviewed by The Associated Press, Taha does not appear to hold a weapon or pose a threat. Taha's father, Ibrahim, was shot minutes later after running into the street to help his son -- though the exact moment is not caught on camera. Later, Ibrahim can be seen in the video rolling around on the ground next to Taha.
Ambulances could not immediately reach the two, the U.N. later said, because Israeli vehicles were blocking entry to the camp. Ibrahim Matamid died from his wounds months later.
It is not clear whether the military has launched an investigation into the two deaths, and it did not respond to a request for comment.
Even when the military does investigate such cases, rights groups say soldiers are rarely punished, contributing to a culture of impunity in the territory, which Israel seized in the 1967 war and which the Palestinians want as the main part of their future state.
Palestinian health officials say nearly 500 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire in the West Bank since the start of the war in Gaza.
RAFAH CROSSING IN GAZA REMAINS CLOSED AND UNDER ISRAELI MILITARY CONTROL
RAFAH, Gaza Strip -- Gaza's vital Rafah crossing remained closed early Wednesday after an Israeli tank brigade seized it the day before. Associated Press journalists heard sporadic explosions and gunfire in the area overnight, including two large blasts early Wednesday.
Rafah has been a vital conduit for humanitarian aid since the start of the war and is the only place where people can enter and exit. Israel now controls all of Gaza's border crossings for the first time since it withdrew troops and settlers from the territory nearly two decades ago.
Gaza's Health Ministry says at least 46 patients and wounded people who had been scheduled to leave for medical treatment have been left stranded.
U.N. agencies and aid groups have ramped up humanitarian assistance in recent weeks as Israel has lifted some restrictions and opened an additional crossing in the north under pressure from the United States, its closest ally. But aid workers say the closure of Rafah, which is the only gateway for the entry of fuel for trucks and generators, could have severe repercussions.
The U.N. says northern Gaza is already in a state of "full-blown famine."
The operation to capture the crossing appears to have been a limited incursion and not the start of the massive invasion of Rafah that Israel has promised. But Israel has said it will expand the operation if ongoing indirect talks with Hamas over a cease-fire and hostage release fail to make progress.
U.S. PAUSED BOMB SHIPMENT TO ISRAEL OVER RAFAH INVASION CONCERNS, OFFICIALS SAYS
The U.S. paused a shipment of bombs to Israel last week over concerns Israel was approaching a decision on launching a full-scale assault on the southern Gaza city of Rafah, a senior administration official said Tuesday.
The shipment was supposed to consist of 1,800 2,000-pound bombs and 1,700 500-pound bombs, according to the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive matter, with the focus of U.S. concern being the larger explosives and how they could be used in a dense urban setting. More than 1 million civilians are sheltering in Rafah after evacuating other parts of Gaza amid Israel's war on Hamas, which came after the militant group's deadly attack on Israel on Oct. 7.
President Joe Biden's administration in April began reviewing future transfers of military assistance to Israel as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government appeared to move closer toward an invasion of Rafah, despite months of opposition from the White House. 
The official said the decision to pause the shipment was made last week and no final decision had been made yet on whether to proceed with the shipment at a later date.
-- By ZEKE MILLER and AAMER MADHANI in Washington
U.S. MILITARY HAS FINISHED BUILDING A TEMPORARY PIER TO DELIVER AID TO GAZA. PLANS TO MOVE IT INTO PLACE ON HOLD
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. military has finished construction of a temporary pier and causeway that will be used to deliver aid to Gaza through a maritime system, but plans to move it into place on the shore are on hold due to weather and other logistics.
Sabrina Singh, a Pentagon spokeswoman, told reporters on Tuesday that U.S. military ships and the assembled pier are at Israel's Ashdod port. High winds and sea swells are making it too dangerous for the U.S. military to install the pier at the Gaza beach. 
Singh says the U.S. hopes to install the pier and causeway later this week, if the weather permits.
Meanwhile, humanitarian aid is being loaded onto a large container ship, the Sagamore, in Cyprus, for eventual delivery to Gaza, Singh said. 
The U.S. hopes the pier can be used to bring more humanitarian aid into Gaza, where the U.N. says there is a full-blown famine in the north.
FUEL IS RUNNING OUT IN GAZA, AND U.N. WILL SOON LOSE WATER, FOOD, MEDICAL AND AID OPERATIONS
UNITED NATIONS -- Critical diesel fuel to pump drinking water, maintain communications and deliver aid in Gaza will run out Wednesday and it's estimated that food already in the south will be gone by the end of the week, a senior U.N. humanitarian said following Israel's closure of the two key crossing points into the territory.
Andrea De Domenico, the head of the U.N.'s humanitarian office in the Palestinian territories, said Tuesday that Israel's military operation and evacuation order in Rafah has resulted in "the forced displacement of tens of thousands of people."
The area Israel told Palestinians to go is mainly sand dunes and has no latrines, water points, drainage, shelter or health facilities, De Domenico said in a virtual news conference from Jerusalem.
The Israelis are not on the ground providing services and are looking for humanitarian partners, he said. And it is impossible to improve conditions without the arrival of supplies and fuel to transport them to the new locations.
Without fuel and more flour, he said, the 16 bakeries supported by the U.N. World Food Program throughout Gaza will be forced to suspend operations. If supplemental nutrition supplies can't be delivered, the treatment of more than 3,000 children suffering from acute malnutrition will be interrupted, he said, and three of the main remaining hospitals "will become inoperable."
De Domenico said the U.N. normally uses 200,000 liters of diesel fuel a day in Gaza. As of Tuesday night, it had 30,000 liters left.
Without a fuel delivery on Wednesday, he said, the main water production facility in the north will be shut, "depriving the entire population of access to drinking water." The same shutdown will happen in another day for the middle and south of Gaza, impacting 1.9 million people.
"The reality is that we are confronting a situation where we have probably one of the least resilient populations in Gaza because of the seven months of war in one of the most violent and lethal conflicts that we have seen in recent years," he said.
De Domenico said there is a risk that no humanitarian assistance will be available in the coming days unless a way can be found to bring in and sustain aid deliveries.
The Israelis have assured the U.N. they are working on ways to bring in more fuel, hopefully on Wednesday, he said, and they said they hope to reopen the crossings rapidly, but didn't give a timeline.
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Barron Trump, 18, to make political debut as Florida delegate to the Republican convention

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Supporters react as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Freeland, Mich., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump's youngest son, Barron Trump, has been chosen to serve as a Florida delegate to the Republican National Convention, the state party chairman said Wednesday.
Republican Party of Florida chairman Evan Power said the 18-year-old high school senior will serve as one of 41 at-large delegates from Florida to the national gathering, where the GOP is set to officially nominate his father as its presidential candidate for the November general election. NBC News first reported the choice of Barron Trump as a delegate.




Barron Trump has been largely kept out of the public eye, but he turned 18 on March and is graduating from high school next week. The judge overseeing Donald Trump's hush money trial in New York said there would be no court on May 17 so that Trump could attend his son's graduation.
Donald Trump Jr., Eric Trump and Trump's youngest daughter, Tiffany, are also part of the Florida delegation to the convention taking place in Milwaukee from July 15 to July 18.
"We are fortunate to have a great group of grassroots leaders, elected officials, and members of the Trump family working together as part of the Florida delegation to the 2024 Republican National Convention," Power said in an emailed statement.
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Protest song 'Glory to Hong Kong' now banned in city after appeals court overturns ruling

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Local residents sing a theme song written by protesters "Glory to Hong Kong" at a shopping mall in Hong Kong on Sept. 11, 2019. An appeals court Wednesday, May 8, 2024 granted the Hong Kong government's request to ban a popular protest song, overturning an earlier ruling and deepening concerns over the erosion of freedoms in the once-freewheeling global financial hub. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu, File)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- An appeals court on Wednesday granted the Hong Kong government's request to ban a popular protest song, overturning an earlier ruling and deepening concerns over the erosion of freedoms in the once-freewheeling global financial hub. 
"Glory to Hong Kong" was often sung by demonstrators during huge anti-government protests in 2019. The song was later mistakenly played as the city's anthem at international sporting events, instead of China's "March of the Volunteers," in mix-ups that upset city officials.
It was the first time a song has been banned in the city since Britain handed the territory back to Chinese rule in 1997. 
Critics have said prohibiting broadcast or distribution of the song further reduces freedom of expression since Beijing launched a crackdown in Hong Kong following the 2019 protests. They have also warned the ban might disrupt the operation of tech giants and hurt the city's appeal as a business center.

    


Judge Jeremy Poon wrote that the composer intended for the song to be a "weapon," pointing to its power in arousing emotions among some residents of the city.




"We accept the assessment of the executive that prosecutions alone are clearly not adequate to tackle the acute criminal problems and that there is a compelling need for an injunction," he said.
He said the injunction was necessary to persuade internet platform operators to remove "problematic videos in connection with the song" from their platforms. The operators have indicated they are ready to accede to the government's request if there is a court order, he added. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The ban would target anyone who broadcast or distributed the song to advocate for the separation of Hong Kong from China. It would also prohibit any actions that misrepresent the song as the national anthem with the intent to insult the anthem. 
The song can still be played if it is for lawful journalistic and academic activities.

    


Failure to comply with the court order may be considered as contempt of court and could be liable for a fine or imprisonment. 
Authorities have previously arrested some residents who played the song in public under other offenses, such as playing a musical instrument in public without a permit, local media reported. 
As of midafternoon on Wednesday, "Glory to Hong Kong," whose artist is credited as "Thomas and the Hong Kong people," was still available on Spotify and Apple Music in both English and Cantonese. A search on YouTube for the song also displayed multiple videos and renditions.
Google said in an email to the AP that it was "reviewing the court's judgment." Spotify and Apple did not immediately comment.
The U.S. remained seriously concerned about the erosion of protections for human rights and fundamental freedoms in Hong Kong after the ruling, State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller said. "And the decision to ban this song is the latest blow to the international reputation of a city that previously prided itself on having an independent judiciary protecting the free exchange of information, ideas and goods," he said in Washington.

    


George Chen, co-chair of digital practice at The Asia Group, a Washington-headquartered business and policy consultancy, said it would be most practical for tech companies to restrict access to the content in question in a certain region to comply with the order. 
Chen said he hoped such bans will not become "the new normal" and establish a precedent. "This will get people really worried about how free Hong Kong's internet will be like tomorrow," he said. 
Beijing imposed a sweeping national security law in 2020 to quell the months-long unrest. That law was used to arrest many of the city's leading pro-democracy activists. In March, the city enacted a home-grown security law, deepening fears that the city's Western-style civil liberties would be further curtailed. The two laws typically target more serious criminal acts. 
After the judgement was handed down, Lin Jian, a spokesperson for China's Foreign Ministry, said stopping anyone from using the song to incite division and insult the national anthem is a necessary measure for the city to maintain national security.

    


Hong Kong's Secretary for Justice Paul Lam insisted the injunction was not aimed at restricting the normal operation of internet service providers. He said the government would ask the providers to remove related content in accordance with the injunction.
Lam argued that the acts covered by the ban could be constituted as criminal offenses even before the court order, and that the scope of the injunction was "extremely narrow."
But Eric Lai, a research fellow at Georgetown Center for Asian Law, said that even though judicial deference to the executive on national security matters is common in other jurisdictions, the court has failed to balance the protection of citizens' fundamental rights including free expression.

    


"It disappointingly agreed to use civil proceedings to aid the implementation of national security law," he said.
Human rights group Amnesty International described the injunction as a "senseless attack" on freedom of expression and a violation of international human rights law.
"Today's appeal victory for the government - after a lower court ruled against it last year - is a worrying sign of the authorities' growing unwillingness to respect human rights and uphold their obligations," said Amnesty International's China Director Sarah Brooks.
Brooks called on authorities to end attempts to stifle rights in the name of national security.
The government went to the court last year after Google resisted pressure to display China's national anthem as the top result in searches for the city's anthem instead of the protest song. A lower court rejected its initial bid last July, and the development was widely seen as a setback for officials seeking to crush dissidents following the protests.
The government's appeal argued that if the executive authority considered a measure necessary, the court should allow it unless it considered it will have no effect, according to a legal document on the government's website.
The government had already asked schools to ban the protest song on campuses. It previously said it respected freedoms protected by the city's constitution, "but freedom of speech is not absolute."
___
Associated Press writer Zen Soo contributed to this report 
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Lithuania defends banning Russian and Belarusian observers from monitoring its presidential election

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda speaks during a joint media conference with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz during the Lithuanian-German military exercise 'Grand Quadriga' at a training range in Pabrade, north of the capital Vilnius, Lithuania on Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)]
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                                        VILNIUS, Lithuania (AP) -- Lithuania defended Wednesday the decision not to allow Russian and Belarusian observers to monitor its upcoming presidential election, accusing both countries of spearheading campaigns that "pose a threat to our national security."
The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe -- which includes Lithuania, Russia and Belarus-- usually sends multi-national observer teams to watch its 57 member states' elections.
The election on Sunday comes at a time when Russia is making gains on the battlefield in Ukraine, where the war has entered its third year, fueling fears across all of Europe and especially in the strategically important Baltic region about Moscow's intentions.
Lithuania's Foreign Ministry in a statement Wednesday said the country had invited OSCE observers to monitor the election "except for the aggressor Russia and its supporter Belarus" and accused them of being a threat to the Baltic nation's political and electoral processes. 

    


It also called on the OSCE to reconsider continuing the membership of "countries that most flagrantly violate international law, human rights, and carry out aggression against Ukraine".




Last month, the OSCE announced it wouldn't send any observers following Lithuania's decision. It said in a statement that signaling nationalities out of the invite was against the rules of equal treatment of all member states and "in breach of the commitments made by all participating States of the OSCE." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, the OSCE expressed "full confidence" in Lithuania's electoral process, while pointing to the "value of an independent external assessment."
In the elections, the popular incumbent, Gitanas Nauseda, is favored to win another five-year term, competing against seven other candidates. If none wins the minimum 50% of votes, a runoff will be held on May 26.
Lithuania's president oversees foreign and security policy and is the supreme commander of the armed forces. 

    


Among the 2,000 observers expected to monitor the balloting, there are 20 international observers from Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Ukraine, Moldova, as well as representatives of the United States Election Assistance Fund and the International Fund for Electoral Systems (IFES) office in Ukraine.
___
Follow AP's Europe coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/europe

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lithuania-osce-election-observers-russia-belarus-8a2a15ba0c534b5cfb800603ac58692d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



New York City's watchdog agency launches probe after complaints about the NYPD's social media use

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Members of the New York City Police Department listen to a news conference, Jan. 4, 2017, in New York. New York City's watchdog agency has launched an investigation into allegations that the city's police department improperly used its official social media accounts to target public officials and private citizens. The city Department of Investigation confirmed the probe in a statement Wednesday, May 8, 2024, saying it was prompted by recent requests from City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams and the Legal Aid Society asking it to look into the NYPD's social media policies and practices. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Members of the New York City Police Department listen to a news conference, Jan. 4, 2017, in New York. New York City's watchdog agency has launched an investigation into allegations that the city's police department improperly used its official social media accounts to target public officials and private citizens. The city Department of Investigation confirmed the probe in a statement Wednesday, May 8, 2024, saying it was prompted by recent requests from City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams and the Legal Aid Society asking it to look into the NYPD's social media policies and practices. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- New York City's watchdog agency has launched an investigation into allegations that the city's police department improperly used its official social media accounts to target public officials and private citizens.
The city Department of Investigation confirmed the probe in a statement Wednesday, saying it was prompted by recent requests from City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams and the Legal Aid Society asking it to look into the NYPD's social media policies and practices.
Adams, a Democrat, in her Friday letter cited reports from The Associated Press and others highlighting how the department and some of its top officials have in recent months adopted a more aggressive online presence, using their accounts on the X platform to take on critics. 
In one post featured in the reports, Chief of Patrol John Chell said a Democratic city councilmember who had criticized the NYPD for arresting pro-Palestinian protesters at Columbia University "hates our city." In another post, from February, Chell misidentified a judge in a criminal case, falsely accusing her of letting a "predator" loose on the city's streets.

    


"The recent deployment of official NYPD social media accounts to aggressively target public officials and civilians in our city, use dog whistles that can lead to threats and violence, and convey inaccurate information, is dangerous, unethical and unprofessional," Adams said in a statement Friday. 




The NYPD did not immediately return a request for comment Wednesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Legal Aid Society in its letter on Monday backed Adams' request, and also accused the police department of using social media "unprofessionally and unethically" to discredit pro-Palestinian protesters at local colleges. 
The legal aid group pointed to X posts from Chell and NYPD Deputy Commissioner of Operations Kaz Daughtry after the department cleared campus encampments last week. 

    


One post the organization cited noted "a book on TERRORISM" was found at Columbia University's Hamilton Hall, saying it was among items -- also including ear plugs, helmets, goggles, knives and ropes -- that were "not the tools of students protesting" but rather of "people working on something nefarious." The title was, in fact, a nonfiction book on the subject published by Oxford University Press. 
After receiving the two requests, "DOI has begun an investigation of the relevant social media use and exchanges, as well as applicable City policies," spokesperson Diane Struzzi said in a statement. 
The Legal Aid Society had also asked for a probe into the general police response to the protests at universities, but the Department of Investigation declined to comment on that request. 
In February, the NYPD's top spokesperson defended the department's social media tactics. 
"We want to go on social media and push back on the misinformation that's out there," Tarik Sheppard told the AP at the time. "Because if we don't, it could cause damage to the reputation of our cops and the work that we're doing."
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Republicans renew push to exclude noncitizens from the census that helps determine political power

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The briefcase of a census taker is seen as she knocks on the door of a residence, Aug. 11, 2020, in Winter Park, Fla. Republican lawmakers are pushing measures that would require a citizenship question on the once-a-decade census and exclude people who aren't citizens from the head count which determines political power in the U.S. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The briefcase of a census taker is seen as she knocks on the door of a residence, Aug. 11, 2020, in Winter Park, Fla. Republican lawmakers are pushing measures that would require a citizenship question on the once-a-decade census and exclude people who aren't citizens from the head count which determines political power in the U.S. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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                                        Some Republicans in Congress are pushing to require a citizenship question on the questionnaire for the once-a-decade census and exclude people who aren't citizens from the count that helps determine political power in the United States.
The GOP-led House on Wednesday passed a bill that would eliminate noncitizens from the tally gathered during a census and used to decide how many House seats and Electoral College votes each state gets. The bill is unlikely to pass the Democratic-controlled Senate, the White House opposes it and there are legal questions because the Constitution says all people should be counted during the apportionment process. 
But the proposal has set off alarms among redistricting experts, civil rights groups and Democratic lawmakers as a reprise of efforts by the Trump administration to place limits that would dramatically alter the dynamics of the census, which plays a foundational role in the distribution of political power and federal funding.





    


Still, opponents say the idea, once on the ideological fringe, has never gotten so far in the legislative process. 
In March, senators rejected similar Republican-sponsored language in an appropriations bill. That push was seen as an effort to bolster the Republican agenda on immigration before the November elections, with Donald Trump as the party's presumptive nominee against Democratic President Joe Biden.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"It's taking it closer to reality than it has ever been," said Steve Jost, a former Census Bureau official in the Obama and Clinton administrations. "This is part of a cohesive strategy in the GOP ... of getting every single possible advantage when the country is so closely divided."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 14th Amendment requires that congressional seats be distributed among the states "according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State." Besides helping allocate congressional seats and Electoral College votes, census figures guide the distribution of $2.8 trillion in federal money.

    


"We ask all kinds of questions on the census anyway so what's wrong with asking, 'Are you a citizen?'" Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, said Wednesday during a debate on the House floor.
Similar efforts failed before the last census in 2020 when the Supreme Court blocked the Trump administration from adding a citizenship question to the census form. Following that defeat, the government under Trump tried to discern the citizenship status of every U.S. resident through administrative records and sought to exclude people who were in the U.S. illegally from the count used for apportioning congressional seats. 
Biden, in one of his first acts as president in January 2021, signed two orders revoking those Trump directives.
During a House Rules Committee hearing Monday, Rep. Michael Burgess, R-Utah, said including noncitizens in the nation's head count "skews representation away from American citizens" and is tied to Biden's "border crisis" because it helps places with large numbers of people who aren't citizens. 

    


"Localities sympathetic to the president's agenda are poised to directly benefit," Burgess said.
According to critics, the citizenship question was inspired by the late Republican redistricting expert Tom Hofeller. He had written that using citizen voting-age population instead of the total population to redraw congressional and legislative districts could be advantageous to Republicans and non-Hispanic whites.
Republican supporters of the legislation contend counting people who are in the U.S. illegally helps Democrats.
"We should not reward states and cities that violate federal immigration laws and maintain sanctuary policies with increased Congressional representation," Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson said in a statement after the vote.
If Trump becomes president, his administration could take steps to add a citizenship question without making the procedural mistakes cited by the Supreme Court in its 2019 ruling, said Jeffrey Wice, a redistricting expert. 
"This is really a replay of the fight that Trump started," Wice said. "They have more time, should he win in November, to avoid the mistakes and go through a much more deliberative census planning process."

    


The Biden administration says the GOP bill would increase the cost of conducting the census, make it more difficult to obtain accurate information and violate the 14th Amendment.
Results from a Census Bureau simulation last year indicated a significant number of noncitizens were missed in the 2020 census. Some civil rights groups said that was evidence the Trump administration's citizenship-question push contributed to an undercount of some racial and ethnic minorities.
"The Constitution is the Constitution," Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., said during floor debate Wednesday. "The rest of this strikes me as election-year rhetoric."
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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Houston mayor says police chief is out amid probe into thousands of dropped cases

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Houston Police Chief Troy Finner speaks, Feb. 18, 2024, in Houston. Houston police said Thursday, April 11, 2024, they were still reviewing if DNA testing done in connection with thousands of sexual assault and sex crime cases that were dropped over manpower issues could have led officers to potential suspects and possible arrests. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Houston's mayor has replaced the city's police chief, saying Wednesday it was the best thing for a law enforcement agency that's still under intense scrutiny over why hundreds of thousands of cases were never investigated, including more than 4,000 sexual assault allegations.
Mayor John Whitmire said he did not push out former Police Chief Troy Finner but accepted his retirement as the police department needed to move forward under new leadership.
During a news conference, Whitmire said the ongoing investigation and questions of what Finner knew and when were having a cumulative impact "on the morale in the department, the focus of the officers and the confidence that Houstonians need to have in their police department."
Whitmire, who took office in January, had expressed confidence in Finner after the chief revealed in February that more than 264,000 incident reports in the past eight years were never submitted for investigation as officers assigned them an internal code that cited a lack of available personnel.

    


Finner had said he ordered his command staff in a November 2021 meeting to stop using it after learning of its existence. Despite this, he said, he learned on Feb. 7 of this year that it was still being used to dismiss a significant number of adult sexual assault cases.




Whitmire's confidence in Finner seemed to quickly end this week after Houston television stations reported Tuesday that Finner had been informed about the dismissed incident reports in a 2018 email.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Whitmire called the discovery of the email the "final straw."
"The bottom line is the department is being distracted due to issues with the investigation ... from its primary mission of fighting crime," Whitmire told city council members. He appointed assistant Chief Larry Satterwhite as acting chief.
In a late Wednesday afternoon post on the social platform X, Finner did not address his sudden retirement. He called the last few months of his career "the most challenging" and "painful" because "some victims of violent crime did not receive the quality care and service they deserved." 

    


"But, it was beneficial because we implemented measures to ensure this never happens again," Finner said on the platform formerly known as Twitter. "Our department and our profession will be better because of it."
During a news conference Wednesday afternoon, Satterwhite was asked by reporters about when he first learned that cases were being dismissed because of a lack of personnel.
Satterwhite, who has been with the police department for 34 years, said he briefly attended the November 2021 meeting where Finner told his command staff to stop using the code but left as he was focused on other duties. Satterwhite said that sometime in late 2023 or earlier this year, he might have heard something about the code related to a specific case but it wasn't until later that he learned of the magnitude of the problem.
"We as an agency ... on this one failed," Satterwhite said.
Satterwhite said becoming acting chief has been difficult under these circumstance as he and Finner are longtime friends and attended the police academy together.

    


"I'm going to do my best to make it better and then we shall see," Satterwhite said.
Finner had apologized in March about the use of the internal code to dismiss the incident reports and had said he would be transparent and truthful in the ongoing investigation.
Regarding the 2018 email made public this week, Finner posted a statement on X saying he did not remember that email until he was shown a copy of it on Tuesday. 
"Even though the phrase 'suspended lack of personnel' was included in the 2018 email, there was nothing that alerted me to its existence as a code or how it was applied within the department," Finner wrote.
Several city council members on Wednesday expressed gratitude for Finner, who joined the Houston police department in 1990 and became chief in 2021. City Councilor Carolyn Evans-Shabazz said she misses him already.
"His efforts have significantly contributed to our community's safety and wellbeing," Evans-Shabazz said.

    


After Finner made public the department's use of the internal code to dismiss these cases, Whitmire launched a review by an independent panel. Whitmire said he hoped the panel could provide a public update next week.
The Houston Area Women's Center, Houston's largest non-profit supporting victims of domestic violence and sexual assault, declined to comment Wednesday on Finner's retirement. But in a social media post in February, it said sexual assault survivors "pay a high price" when investigations aren't clearly resolved.
Police departments around the country are facing an urgent staffing crisis as many younger officers resign and older officers retire, according to an August report by the Police Executive Research Forum. Applications to fill vacancies plummeted amid a national reckoning over how police respond to minorities.

    


An April 27 report by the same Washington-based think tank found more encouraging numbers.
"Small and medium agencies now have more sworn officers than they had in January 2020," according to the forum's report. "In large agencies, sworn staffing slightly increased during 2023, but it is still more than 5% below where it was in January 2020."
___
Miller reported from Oklahoma City. 
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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    [image: Brian Kelley poses for a portrait outside his cabin Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Allow Brian Kelley to reintroduce himself.
Best known as one-half of the country super-duo Florida Georgia Line, Kelley will release a solo album, "Tennessee Truth," on Friday. It is a collection of 12 anthemic country songs ripe for a road trip and tailgate in equal measure.
For "Tennessee Truth," produced by Dan Huff, Kelley says he aimed to "dive into the music I grew up on -- obviously the music I love and themes of just country living, rural living, hard work, good times, outdoors, love," he told The Associated Press from his home in Nashville.
Good songwriting, Kelley says, is a lot like fishing -- you need patience. "I wrote probably over 100 songs for this record."
Eight of the 12 songs on the album were written by Kelley, and he worked with whomever he could on others, trying to get outside his comfort zone. "Every song gets you to the next song," he says.

    


"I think it's a fun record," he says, adding that the creative process was dependent on these tracks translating live.




Geography still plays a prominent role in the music Kelley makes. Throughout "Tennessee Truth" are beaches in Florida, farms in Nashville, his wife's family farm in Georgia. Hunting, sitting on the porch drinking sweet tea and eating peanuts, conversations with loved ones -- that's the kind of life he hopes comes across on the album. "Just being free," he says.
Fans looking for more coastal country from Kelley -- like what was found on his pandemic album, "Sunshine State of Mind," released in 2020 -- will want to skip over to "10 O'clock on the Dot."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was a passion project," he says of "Sunshine State." "It was supposed to just be its own little thing."
Kelley says he also made that record with the thought that he would record solo and with Florida Georgia Line. "I made it with a sonic respect to what we were, what we had done and what we had built. So, I didn't want to tread on anything even close to that, out of respect, you know?"

    


He says he considers "Tennessee Truth" his true solo debut.
In 2022, Florida Georgia Line embarked on an indefinite hiatus. At that point, the duo of Kelley and Tyler Hubbard had been together more than a decade, and whether you were a fan of their bro country sound or not, their music ( "Cruise," "Meant to Be," "Round Here") set the tone for a generation of country fans. The following year, Hubbard released a self-titled debut solo record.
"I'm thankful that (Brian) had the courage to step into this new space and to make that decision that ultimately kind of pushed me to make the same decision and lead me to where I'm at now," Hubbard told AP at the time. "I had quite a few people tell me that it couldn't be done and that I should definitely continue with FGL, and it sort of lit a spark in me, a fire."
The closing song on "Tennessee Truth" is the feisty "Kiss My Boots," which features Kelley delivering vinegary lyrics like: "Want the world to know that you did me wrong / I don't know how you act sweet, after how you did me / Here's a middle finger to you through a song." Some fans theorize it is a direct message to Hubbard.

    


"I've read some of that, too," Kelley says, adding that he understands people might make associations in order to find meaning in the song.
"But at the end of the day," he says, the song means a lot of different things for his collaborators, "And it really means a lot of different things for me.
"I really put that song out because I wanted people to know that I'm a real human, and I'm not just some face on social media or some somebody that's had some success," he adds. "You know, I've been through hard times in my life."
But could there be a reunion on the horizon? 
"The old saying is, 'Tell God your plans and he'll laugh,'" he says. "So, I have no idea. I really don't know what the future holds. I know that I'm really focused on what I'm doing now, and I'm really proud of ... the work that I put in."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brian-kelley-tennessee-truth-album-interview-cba4969ca10cf01843aa4aa62c6926e9
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    [image: FILE - Andy Serkis appears at the BAFTA Nominees Party in London, Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Peter Jackson, left, director, co-writer and producer of the film trilogies "The Lord of the Rings and "The Hobbit," poses with actor Andy Serkis during a ceremony honoring Jackson with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los Angeles on Dec. 8, 2014. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        Andy Serkis is going back to Middle-earth to play Gollum in two new "Lord of the Rings" films.
Warner Bros. Motion Picture Group's Michael De Luca and Pam Abdy said Thursday that Peter Jackson, Fran Walsh and Philippa Boyens, the Oscar-winning team behind the "Lord of the Rings" and "The Hobbit" trilogies, will produce and Serkis will direct.
"Yesssss, Precious," Serkis said in a statement. "The time has come once more to venture into the unknown with my dear friends, the extraordinary and incomparable guardians of Middle Earth Peter, Fran and Philippa...It's just too delicious."
The working title is "Lord of the Rings: The Hunt for Gollum" and Walsh and Boyens are co-writing the screenplay. The collaboration between Warner Bros. and New Line Cinema is expected to be released in 2026.
The "Lord of the Rings" and "The Hobbit" films have made nearly $6 billion combined at the box office. "The Return of the King" won a record 11 Oscars, including best director and best picture, tying "Titanic" and "Ben-Hur" for most won.

    


De Luca and Abdy said in a statement that this team represents their commitment to excellence in further contributing to the cinematic history of the "Lord of the Rings."


Jackson, Walsh and Boyens, who consider themselves lifetime scholars of J.R.R. Tolkien's worlds, added that they were looking forward to traveling back to Middle-earth with Serkis, "who has unfinished business with that Stinker - Gollum!"
The studio also has the animated fantasy "The Lord of the Rings: The War of the Rohirrim" arriving in theaters in December. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lord-of-rings-gollum-movie-cd4e1542e41f576c7389b1ad1851bed8
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Ted Danson, Woody Harrelson, Jon Stewart to premiere new podcasts in early June
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                    This combination of photos shows Ted Danson, Jon Stewart and Woody Harrelson, who are entering the world of podcasts. Danson and Harrelson have signed up for "Where Everybody Knows Your Name with Ted Danson and Woody Harrelson (Sometimes)," which will be launched June 12 by SiriusXM. Stewart, who returned to Comedy Central's "The Daily Show" earlier this year to host once a week, will do a podcast called "The Weekly Show," according to Comedy Central. (AP Photo)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Some stars known for their work onscreen -- Ted Danson, Woody Harrelson and Jon Stewart -- are entering into the world of podcasts.
Danson and Harrelson have signed up for "Where Everybody Knows Your Name with Ted Danson and Woody Harrelson (Sometimes)," which will be launched June 12 by SiriusXM.
The title, of course, is a reference to their years together on the NBC sitcom "Cheers," and to the fact that Harrelson's participation is more limited. He'll be on with Danson "when he can find him," SiriusXM said.
The podcast will consist of their conversations with the likes of Will Arnett, Kristen Bell, Laura Dern, Jane Fonda, Conan O'Brien, Nick Offerman and others.
Stewart, who returned to Comedy Central's "The Daily Show" earlier this year to host once a week, will do a podcast called "The Weekly Show," according to Comedy Central. It is expected to launch in early June.
The podcast sounds like an extension of the television show, with guests and deeper dives into issues, according to a description by MTV Entertainment Studios & Paramount Media Networks.
"After much reflection, meditation and prayer, I have decided to extend my work week to two days," Stewart said.
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Eurovision explained, from ABBA to Zorra, as the Israel-Hamas war overshadows the song contest

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Scores of musicians, hundreds of journalists and thousands of music fans are gathering in the Swedish city of Malmo, where the Eurovision Song Contest is building towards Saturday's exuberant, glitter-drenched final. (AP Video: Kwiyeon Ha)
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    [image: Eden Golan of Israel performs the song Hurricane during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Sarah Bonnici of Malta performs the song Loop during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Demonstrators carrying Palestinian flags look on as the Ship to Gaza boat 'Handala' arrives at the port of Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The visit by Ship to Gaza and the demonstration in connection with it are part of the protests against Israel's participation in the 68th edition of Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) at Malmo Arena. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]
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[image: Joost Klein of Netherlands performs the song Europapa during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Eden Golan of Israel performs the song Hurricane during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Nemo of Switzerland performs the song The Code during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Nemo of Switzerland performs the song The Code during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Gate of NORWAY performs the song Ulveham during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Gate of NORWAY performs the song Ulveham during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Mustii of Belgium performs the song Before the Party's Over during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Mustii of Belgium performs the song Before the Party's Over during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: MEGARA of San Marino performs the song 11:11 during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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MEGARA of San Marino performs the song 11:11 during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Nebulossa of Spain performs the song ZORRA during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Nebulossa of Spain performs the song ZORRA during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: SABA of Denmark performs the song SAND during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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SABA of Denmark performs the song SAND during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: LADANIVA of Armenia performs the song Jako during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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LADANIVA of Armenia performs the song Jako during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Kaleen of Austria performs the song We Will Rave during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Kaleen of Austria performs the song We Will Rave during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Slimane of France performs the song Mon Amour during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Slimane of France performs the song Mon Amour during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: A zebra crossing at the Mollevangstorget square is painted in the Palestinian colors in Malmo, Sweden, Thursday, May 09, 2024. During Thursday, several protests are expected against Israel's participation in the 68th edition of the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) at the Malmo Arena. (Johan Nilsson/TT News Agency via AP)]
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[image: Jill Lawless reporter the Associated Press posed photo at AP Europe in London, Friday, Jan. 22, 2016. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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                                        MALMO, Sweden (AP) -- Scores of musicians, hundreds of journalists and thousands of music fans have gathered in the Swedish city of Malmo, where the Eurovision Song Contest is building towards Saturday's exuberant, glitter-drenched final.
But even Eurovision can't escape the world's divisions. Thousands of pro-Palestinian protesters are also expected in the city for demonstrations urging a cease-fire in the Gaza war and criticizing Israel's participation in the contest.
Here's a guide to what Eurovision means, how it works and what to watch for:
WHAT IS EUROVISION?
The short answer: Eurovision is a music competition, in which performers from countries across Europe, and a few beyond it, compete under their national flags with the aim of being crowned continental champion. Think of it as the Olympics of pop music.
The longer answer is that Eurovision is an extravaganza that melds pop, partying and politics -- a cross between a music festival, an awards show and a meeting of the United Nations Security Council. It's an event full of silly fun, a celebration of music's unifying power, but also a place where politics and regional rivalries play out.

    


HOW DOES IT WORK?
Thirty-seven countries are entered in the contest, which this year is taking place over several days in the Swedish port city of Malmo. The country is hosting after Swedish singer Loreen won last year's competition in Liverpool, England.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Through two semifinals, 37 acts are narrowed to the 26 who will compete in Saturday's final in front of thousands of spectators in the Malmo Arena and a global television audience estimated at 180 million.
Nations can enter a solo act or a band. They can perform in any genre and language, but the rules state they must sing live and songs must be no more than three minutes long. Staging has grown ever more elaborate, incorporating flashy pyrotechnics and elaborate choreography. This year is particularly strong on topless male dancers.

    


Once all the acts have performed, the winner is chosen by a famously complex mix of phone and online voters from around the world and rankings by music-industry juries in each of the Eurovision countries. As the results are announced, countries slide up and down the rankings and tensions build. Ending up with "nul points," or zero, ranks as a national humiliation.
The musical style of Eurovision has diversified dramatically since the contest was founded in 1956. The early years of crooners and ballads gave way to perky pop - epitomized by perhaps the greatest Eurovision song of all time, ABBA's "Waterloo," which won the contest 50 years ago.
Nowadays, Euro-techno and power ballads remain popular, but viewers have also shown a taste for rock, folk-rap and eccentric, unclassifiable songs.
WHO ARE THE FAVORITES?
According to bookmakers, a leading contender is Swiss singer Nemo, who is performing a melodic, operatic song titled "The Code." Nemo would be the first performer who identifies as nonbinary to win the contest, which has a huge LGBTQ+ following. The contest had its first transgender winner, Dana International, a quarter century ago.

    


Another nonbinary performer generating huge buzz is Ireland's Bambie Thug, whose song "Doomsday Blue" is Gothic, intense, over the top and a real crowd-pleaser. They're the only contestant known to have brought a "scream coach" to Malmo. Ireland has won Eurovision seven times - a total equaled only by Sweden - but has fared poorly in recent years.
Other acts tipped to do well include operatic Slovenian singer Raiven, Ukrainian rap-pop duo Alyona Alyona and Jerry Heil and Spain's Nebulosa, whose song "Zorra" caused a stir because its title can be translated as an anti-female slur.
So far, the act with the most momentum is Croatian singer Baby Lasagna. His song "Rim Tim Tagi Dim" is quintessential Eurovision: exuberant, silly, a little emotional and incredibly catchy. It's already a huge fan favorite.
WHY ARE SOME PEOPLE PROTESTING?

Eurovision's motto is "united by music," and its organizer, the European Broadcasting Union, strives to keep politics out of the contest. But it often intrudes.

    


Belarus was expelled from Eurovision in 2021 over its government's clampdown on dissent, and Russia was kicked out in 2022 after its full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
This year, there have been calls for Israel to be excluded because of its conduct in its war against Hamas.
Israel is competing, but was told to change the title of its song, originally called "October Rain" in apparent reference to Hamas' Oct. 7 cross-border attack. It's now called "Hurricane" and will be performed by 20-year-old singer Eden Golan at Thursday's semifinal.
Pro-Palestinian groups are planning large protests on Thursday and Saturday, and Swedish police are mounting a major security operation, with officers from across the country bolstered by reinforcements from Denmark and Norway.
Palestinian flags hang from some apartment balconies in Malmo but have been banned from the televised event, along with all flags apart from those of competing nations. At the first semifinal's opening act, one performer managed to sneak in a political statement, singing with a Palestinian keffiyeh scarf tied around his wrist.

    


The European Broadcasting Union, which organizes Eurovision, said it regretted Swedish singer Eric Saade's decision to "compromise the non-political nature of the event."
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Country star Cindy Walker posthumously inducted into Songwriters Hall of Fame
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Country star Cindy Walker was posthumously inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame, it was announced Thursday. 
Walker, who wrote countless hits across her six-decade career, was celebrated for her immediate, unpretentious songwriting style. She wrote songs performed by some of the biggest names in country music history and beyond, including Johnny Cash, Merle Haggard, B.B. King, Cher, and Glen Campbell.
Some hits include "Blue Canadian Rockies," as made famous by Gene Autry, Bing Crosby's "Lone Star Trail," and Roy Orbison's "Dream Baby (How Long Must I Dream)."
She died in 2006 at age 87 in Mexia, Texas. That same year, Willie Nelson released a tribute album of covers called "You Don't Know Me: The Songs of Cindy Walker." Perhaps her best known composition, "You Don't Know Me," has been recorded by Elvis Presley, Ray Charles, Van Morrison, Eddy Arnold, Kenny Rogers, Emmylou Harris and many more.

    


"This would've made her so proud, and the thing that gets me is, when we hear Cindy's songs she's still with us," Molly Walker, Cindy Walker's niece, said in a statement about the induction. "I can't tell you how much this would have meant to her and her family."




This year's Songwriters Hall of Fame class was previously announced as Steely Dan, R.E.M., Timbaland, Hillary Lindsey and Dean Pitchford. They are a group of artists who have scaled the heights of country, classic rock, pop, hip-hop and alt-rock.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nashville hitmaker Lindsey helped write "Girl Crush" for Little Big Town and "Jesus, Take the Wheel" for Carrie Underwood. Pitchford, helped Kenny Loggins with the megahit "Footloose" and also co-wrote "Fame" and "Holding Out For a Hero."
On the ballot but unlucky this year were Public Enemy, Bryan Adams, George Clinton, Tracy Chapman, Blondie, Heart, The Doobie Brothers and David Gates.
___
This story has been updated to clarify that Walker has already been inducted.
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "Funny Story" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
2. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
3. "Only the Brave" by Danielle Steel (Delacorte)
4. "A Calamity of Souls" by David Baldacci (Grand Central)
5. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
6. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
7. "Table for Two" by Amor Towles (Viking)
8. "Home Is Where the Bodies Are" by Jeneva Rose (Blackstone)
9. "The Familiar" by Leigh Bardugo (Flatiron)
10. "Real Americans" by Rachel Khong (Knopf)
11. "The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store" by James McBride (Riverhead)
12. "Toxic Prey" by John Sanford (Putnam)
13. "James" by Percival Everett (Doubleday)
14. "The #1 Lawyer" by Patterson/Allen (Little, Brown)
15. "House of Flame and Shadow" by Sarah J. Mass (Bloomsbury)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "The Domon of Unrest" by Erik Larson (Crown)
2. "The New Menopause" by Mary Claire Haver (Rodale)

    


3. "Power Moves" by Sarah Jakes Roberts (Thomas Nelson)
4. "ADHD is Awesome" by Holderness/Holderness (Harper Horizon)
5. "Open Wide" by Benny Blanco (Dey Street)
6. "For Love of Country" by Tulsi Gabbard (Regnery)
7. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)


8. "The Algebra of Wealth" by Scott Galloway (Portfolio)
9. "An Unfinished Love Story" by Doris Kearns Goodwin (Simon & Schuster)
10. "Love, Mom" by Nicole Saphier (Broadside)
11. "The Age of Grievance" Frank Bruni (Avid Reader)
12. "World on the Brink" by Dmitri Alperovitch (Public Affairs)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

13. "Just the Good Stuff" by Jim VandeHei (Harmony)
14. "Practicing the Way" by John Mark Comer (Waterbrook)
15. "The Backyard Bird Chronicles" by Amy Tan (Knopf)
____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "King of Sloth" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
2. "Happy Place" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
3. "Just for the Summer" by Abby Jimenez (Forever)
4. "Murder Your Employer" by Rupert Holmes (Avid Reader)
5. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
6. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)

    


7. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Book" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)
8. "Murder, Vol. 1" by G.T. Karber (Griffin)
9. "One by One" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
10. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Zando)
11. "The Murder Inn" by Patterson/Fox (Grand Central)
12. "The Tattooist of Auschwitz (media tie-in)" by Heather Morris (Harper)
13. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
14. "The Secret" by Child/Child (Bantam)
15. "You Shouldn't Have Come Here" by Jeneva Rose (Blackstone)
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Hal Buell, who led AP's photo operations from darkroom era into the digital age, dies at 92

    Hal Buell, who led AP's photo operations from darkroom era into the digital age, dies at 92

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Associated Press' assistant general manager for news photos Hal Buell, center, and Dave Herbert, right, the consultant who wrote the electronic darkroom software, explain PhotoStream at the American Newspaper Publishers Association technical convention in Las Vegas in June 1987. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | FILE - The Associated Press' assistant general manager for news photos Hal Buell, center, and Dave Herbert, right, the consultant who wrote the electronic darkroom software, explain PhotoStream at the American Newspaper Publishers Association technical convention in Las Vegas in June 1987. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo)
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[image: FILE - Associated Press photo desk staffer Hal Buell smiles in New York on March 27, 1958. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo/Matty Zimmermann, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former Associated Press Vice President and Executive News Photo Editor Hal Buell addresses family and friends gathered at the Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine for the memorial service for photographer Eddie Adams on Oct. 21, 2004, in New York. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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[image: FILE - Hal Buell of The Associated Press presents an AP award to Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer Joe Rosenthal on his retirement at Treasure Island Naval Base, San Francisco, March 24, 1981. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | FILE - Hal Buell of The Associated Press presents an AP award to Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer Joe Rosenthal on his retirement at Treasure Island Naval Base, San Francisco, March 24, 1981. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - South Vietnamese National Police Chief Brig Gen. Nguyen Ngoc Loan executes a suspected Viet Cong officer with a single pistol shot in the head in Saigon, Vietnam, Feb. 1, 1968. The image won the 1969 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Eddie Adams, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | FILE - South Vietnamese National Police Chief Brig Gen. Nguyen Ngoc Loan executes a suspected Viet Cong officer with a single pistol shot in the head in Saigon, Vietnam, Feb. 1, 1968. The image won the 1969 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Eddie Adams, File)
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[image: FILE - Heavily armed African American students leave Straight Hall at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y., on April 20, 1969, after barricading themselves in the building led by Ed Whitfield, far right, demanding a degree-granting African American Studies program. The image won the 1970 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Steve Starr, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | FILE - Heavily armed African American students leave Straight Hall at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y., on April 20, 1969, after barricading themselves in the building led by Ed Whitfield, far right, demanding a degree-granting African American Studies program. The image won the 1970 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Steve Starr, File)
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[image: FILE - In this Dec. 18, 1971, file photo, Bangladeshi guerrillas beat a victim as they torture and execute four men suspected of collaborating with Pakistani militiamen accused of murder, rape and looting during months of civil war in Dacca, Bangladesh. Bangladesh is celebrating 50 years of independence this year. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1972 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Horst Faas, Michel Laurent, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this June 8, 1972, file photo taken by Huynh Cong "Nick" Ut, South Vietnamese forces follow behind terrified children, including 9-year-old Kim Phuc, center, as they run down Route 1 near Trang Bang after an aerial napalm attack on suspected Viet Cong hiding places.The image won the 1973 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Nick Ut, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | FILE - In this June 8, 1972, file photo taken by Huynh Cong "Nick" Ut, South Vietnamese forces follow behind terrified children, including 9-year-old Kim Phuc, center, as they run down Route 1 near Trang Bang after an aerial napalm attack on suspected Viet Cong hiding places.The image won the 1973 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Nick Ut, File)
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[image: FILE - Released prisoner of war Lt. Col. Robert L. Stirm is greeted by his family at Travis Air Force Base in Fairfield, Calif., as he returns home from the Vietnam War, March 17, 1973. In the lead is Stirm's daughter Lori, 15; followed by son Robert, 14; daughter Cynthia, 11; wife Loretta and son Roger, 12. This photo won the 1974 Pulitzer Prize for feature photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Sal Veder, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 14 | FILE - Released prisoner of war Lt. Col. Robert L. Stirm is greeted by his family at Travis Air Force Base in Fairfield, Calif., as he returns home from the Vietnam War, March 17, 1973. In the lead is Stirm's daughter Lori, 15; followed by son Robert, 14; daughter Cynthia, 11; wife Loretta and son Roger, 12. This photo won the 1974 Pulitzer Prize for feature photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Sal Veder, File)
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[image: FILE - George H. Derby, a security guard, aims his gun at Edward F. Fisher, 39, who holds a knife at the throat of Ellen Sheldon, 22, lying on the ground, in a kidnapping attempt in a Hollywood parking lot, Ca., Nov. 23, 1973. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1974 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Anthony K. Roberts, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | FILE - George H. Derby, a security guard, aims his gun at Edward F. Fisher, 39, who holds a knife at the throat of Ellen Sheldon, 22, lying on the ground, in a kidnapping attempt in a Hollywood parking lot, Ca., Nov. 23, 1973. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1974 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Anthony K. Roberts, File)
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[image: FILE - A member of a Thai political faction strikes at the lifeless body of a hanged student outside Thammasat University in Bangkok Oct. 6, 1976. Police stormed the university after students demanded expulsion of a former military ruler and barricaded themselves in the school. A series of images including this photo won the 1977 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Neal Ulevich, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | FILE - A member of a Thai political faction strikes at the lifeless body of a hanged student outside Thammasat University in Bangkok Oct. 6, 1976. Police stormed the university after students demanded expulsion of a former military ruler and barricaded themselves in the school. A series of images including this photo won the 1977 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Neal Ulevich, File)
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[image: FILE - A black Rhodesian prisoner stands with a rope tied around his neck, to prevent escape, placed there by Rhodesian cavalrymen, background, who detain him for questioning in Lupane, Southern Rhodesia in Sept. 1977. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1978 Pulitzer Prize for feature photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/J. Ross Baughman, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | FILE - A black Rhodesian prisoner stands with a rope tied around his neck, to prevent escape, placed there by Rhodesian cavalrymen, background, who detain him for questioning in Lupane, Southern Rhodesia in Sept. 1977. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1978 Pulitzer Prize for feature photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/J. Ross Baughman, File)
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[image: FILE - U.S. President Ronald Reagan waves and then looks up before being shoved into the President's limousine by secret service agents after being shot outside a Washington hotel Monday, March 30, 1981. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1982 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | FILE - U.S. President Ronald Reagan waves and then looks up before being shoved into the President's limousine by secret service agents after being shot outside a Washington hotel Monday, March 30, 1981. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1982 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds, File)
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[image: FILE - A Palestinian woman brandishes helmets during a memorial service in Beirut September 27, 1982, for victims of Lebanon's Sabra refugee camp massacre. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1983 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Bill Foley, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | FILE - A Palestinian woman brandishes helmets during a memorial service in Beirut September 27, 1982, for victims of Lebanon's Sabra refugee camp massacre. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1983 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Bill Foley, File)
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    [image: FILE - The Associated Press' assistant general manager for news photos Hal Buell, center, and Dave Herbert, right, the consultant who wrote the electronic darkroom software, explain PhotoStream at the American Newspaper Publishers Association technical convention in Las Vegas in June 1987. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | FILE - The Associated Press' assistant general manager for news photos Hal Buell, center, and Dave Herbert, right, the consultant who wrote the electronic darkroom software, explain PhotoStream at the American Newspaper Publishers Association technical convention in Las Vegas in June 1987. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo)
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FILE - The Associated Press' assistant general manager for news photos Hal Buell, center, and Dave Herbert, right, the consultant who wrote the electronic darkroom software, explain PhotoStream at the American Newspaper Publishers Association technical convention in Las Vegas in June 1987. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo)
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[image: FILE - Associated Press photo desk staffer Hal Buell smiles in New York on March 27, 1958. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo/Matty Zimmermann, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | FILE - Associated Press photo desk staffer Hal Buell smiles in New York on March 27, 1958. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo/Matty Zimmermann, File)
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[image: FILE - Former Associated Press Vice President and Executive News Photo Editor Hal Buell addresses family and friends gathered at the Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine for the memorial service for photographer Eddie Adams on Oct. 21, 2004, in New York. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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[image: FILE - Hal Buell of The Associated Press presents an AP award to Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer Joe Rosenthal on his retirement at Treasure Island Naval Base, San Francisco, March 24, 1981. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | FILE - Hal Buell of The Associated Press presents an AP award to Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer Joe Rosenthal on his retirement at Treasure Island Naval Base, San Francisco, March 24, 1981. Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and running some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. Buell died Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his daughter lived, after battling pneumonia. He was 92. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - South Vietnamese National Police Chief Brig Gen. Nguyen Ngoc Loan executes a suspected Viet Cong officer with a single pistol shot in the head in Saigon, Vietnam, Feb. 1, 1968. The image won the 1969 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Eddie Adams, File)]
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[image: FILE - Heavily armed African American students leave Straight Hall at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y., on April 20, 1969, after barricading themselves in the building led by Ed Whitfield, far right, demanding a degree-granting African American Studies program. The image won the 1970 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Steve Starr, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Dec. 18, 1971, file photo, Bangladeshi guerrillas beat a victim as they torture and execute four men suspected of collaborating with Pakistani militiamen accused of murder, rape and looting during months of civil war in Dacca, Bangladesh. Bangladesh is celebrating 50 years of independence this year. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1972 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Horst Faas, Michel Laurent, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this June 8, 1972, file photo taken by Huynh Cong "Nick" Ut, South Vietnamese forces follow behind terrified children, including 9-year-old Kim Phuc, center, as they run down Route 1 near Trang Bang after an aerial napalm attack on suspected Viet Cong hiding places.The image won the 1973 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Nick Ut, File)]
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[image: FILE - Released prisoner of war Lt. Col. Robert L. Stirm is greeted by his family at Travis Air Force Base in Fairfield, Calif., as he returns home from the Vietnam War, March 17, 1973. In the lead is Stirm's daughter Lori, 15; followed by son Robert, 14; daughter Cynthia, 11; wife Loretta and son Roger, 12. This photo won the 1974 Pulitzer Prize for feature photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Sal Veder, File)]
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[image: FILE - George H. Derby, a security guard, aims his gun at Edward F. Fisher, 39, who holds a knife at the throat of Ellen Sheldon, 22, lying on the ground, in a kidnapping attempt in a Hollywood parking lot, Ca., Nov. 23, 1973. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1974 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Anthony K. Roberts, File)]
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[image: FILE - A member of a Thai political faction strikes at the lifeless body of a hanged student outside Thammasat University in Bangkok Oct. 6, 1976. Police stormed the university after students demanded expulsion of a former military ruler and barricaded themselves in the school. A series of images including this photo won the 1977 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Neal Ulevich, File)]
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[image: FILE - A black Rhodesian prisoner stands with a rope tied around his neck, to prevent escape, placed there by Rhodesian cavalrymen, background, who detain him for questioning in Lupane, Southern Rhodesia in Sept. 1977. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1978 Pulitzer Prize for feature photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/J. Ross Baughman, File)]
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[image: FILE - U.S. President Ronald Reagan waves and then looks up before being shoved into the President's limousine by secret service agents after being shot outside a Washington hotel Monday, March 30, 1981. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1982 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds, File)]
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[image: FILE - A Palestinian woman brandishes helmets during a memorial service in Beirut September 27, 1982, for victims of Lebanon's Sabra refugee camp massacre. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1983 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Bill Foley, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | FILE - A Palestinian woman brandishes helmets during a memorial service in Beirut September 27, 1982, for victims of Lebanon's Sabra refugee camp massacre. A series of images, including this photo, won the 1983 Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included 12 Pulitzer Prizes and some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92. (AP Photo/Bill Foley, File)
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                                        SUNNYVALE, Calif. (AP) -- Hal Buell, who led The Associated Press' photo operations from the darkroom era into the age of digital photography over a four-decade career with the news organization that included some of the defining images of the Vietnam War, has died. He was 92.

Buell died Monday in Sunnyvale, California, after battling pneumonia, his daughter Barbara Buell said in an email. His final two months were spent with her and her husband, and he died in their home with his daughter at his side. 

"He was a great father, friend, mentor, and driver of important transitions in visual media during his long AP career," Barbara Buell said. "When asked by the numerous doctors, PT, and medical personnel he met over the last six months what he had done during his working life, he always said the same thing: 'I had the greatest job in the whole world.'"

Colleagues described Buell as a visionary who encouraged photographers to try new ways of covering hard news. As the editor in charge of AP's photo operations from the late 1960s to the early 1990s, he supervised a staff that won 10 Pulitzers on his watch and he worked in 33 countries, with legendary AP photographers including Eddie Adams, Horst Faas and Nick Ut.

"Hal pushed us an extra step," Adams said in an internal AP newsletter at the time of Buell's retirement in 1997. "The AP had always been cautious, or seemed to be, about covering hard news. But that was the very thing Buell encouraged."

Buell made the crucial decision in 1972 to run Ut's photo of a naked young girl fleeing her burning village after napalm was dropped on it by South Vietnamese Air Force aircraft. The image of Kim Phuc became one of the most haunting images of the Vietnam War and came to define for many all that was misguided about the war.

After the image was transmitted from Saigon to AP headquarters in New York, Buell examined it closely and discussed it with other editors for about 10 minutes before deciding to run it.

"We didn't have any objection to the picture because it was not prurient. Yes, nudity but not prurient in any sense of the word," Buell said in a 2016 interview. "It was the horror of war. It was innocence caught in the crossfire, and it went right out, and of course it became a lasting icon of that war, of any war, of all wars."

Ut was just 20 when he made the iconic photo that won him the Pulitzer Prize. Without Buell's support, he said, the photo might never had become a symbol of the war.

"He thought it was powerful, and he wanted to get it out right away," Ut said by phone Tuesday.

He said he last spoke several weeks ago with Buell, who he called a mentor and a great friend.

"Hal was the best boss I ever had," Ut said. "He was very supportive of me."

Santiago Lyon, a former vice president and director of photography at AP, called Buell "a giant in the field of news agency photojournalism."

"A generous, warm, and affable man, he always made time for photographers," Lyon said. 

David Ake, who recently retired as AP's director of photography, said Buell set the standard for that role.

"I can't tell you the number of times I would get a pearl of 'Hal wisdom' from one staffer or another," Ake said. "He will be missed both in the AP and by the entire photojournalism community."

Buell joined the AP in the Tokyo bureau on a part-time basis after graduating from Northwestern University in 1954 with bachelor's and master's degrees in journalism. He was serving with the Army at the time, working on the military newspaper Stars and Stripes. 

Out of the Army two years later, he joined AP's Chicago bureau as a radio writer, and a year later, in 1957, was promoted to the photo desk in AP's New York office.

Buell returned to Tokyo at the end of the decade to be supervisory photo editor for Asia and came back to New York in 1963 to be AP's photo projects editor. He became executive news photo editor in 1968 and in 1977 he was named assistant general manager for news photos.

During his decades with AP, technology in news photography took astonishing leaps, going from six hours to six minutes to snap, process and transmit a color photo. Buell implemented the transition from a chemical darkroom where film was developed to digital transmission and digital news cameras. He also helped create AP's digital photo archive in 1997. 

"In the '80s, when we went from black-and-white to all color, we were doing a good job to send two or three color pictures a day. Now we send 300," Buell said in the 1997 AP newsletter.

Former AP CEO Lou Boccardi said in a statement that Buell drove this remarkable period of innovation and transition, but he never forgot, nor did he let his staff forget, that capturing "the" image that told the story was where it all had to start. 

"Fortunately for us, and for news photography, his vision and energy empowered and inspired AP Photos for decades," Boccardi said.

After retiring in 1997, Buell wrote books about photography, including "From Hell to Hollywood: The Incredible Journey of AP Photographer Nick Ut;" "Uncommon Valor, Common Virtue: Iwo Jima and the Photograph That Captured America;" and "The Kennedy Brothers: A Legacy in Photographs." He was the author of more than a dozen other books, produced film documentaries for the History Channel and lectured across the United States.

"He instilled in me a belief in the critical role of the fourth estate, a curiosity, and the desire to go for a result," Barbara Buell said. "He was a driver but a forgiving one -- always urging a second shot. Although I miss him, he lived a long life and the life he wanted." 

Buell is survived by his daughter and her husband, Thomas Radcliffe, as well as two grandchildren and a great-grandson. His wife, Angela, died in 2000, and his longtime partner, Claudia DiMartino, died in October.

___

This story has been updated to correct the number of photo Pulitzers AP won during Buell's time leading the photo staff. It was 10, not 12.

----

Associated Press writers Mike Schneider in Orlando, Florida, Lisa Baumann in Bellingham, Washington, and the AP Corporate Archives contributed to this report.
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Asteroids, Myst, Resident Evil, SimCity and Ultima inducted into World Video Game Hall of Fame

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by The Strong National Museum of Play in Rochester, N.Y., shows the 2024 inductees into the World Video Game Hall of Fame, located at the museum. Asteroids, Myst, Resident Evil, SimCity and Ultima were inducted, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in recognition of their influence on pop culture and the video game industry. (Evyn Morgan/The Strong National Museum of Play via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This photo provided by The Strong National Museum of Play in Rochester, N.Y., shows the 2024 inductees into the World Video Game Hall of Fame, located at the museum. Asteroids, Myst, Resident Evil, SimCity and Ultima were inducted, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in recognition of their influence on pop culture and the video game industry. (Evyn Morgan/The Strong National Museum of Play via AP)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) -- The World Video Game Hall of Fame inducted its 10th class of honorees Thursday, recognizing Asteroids, Myst, Resident Evil, SimCity and Ultima for their impacts on the video game industry and popular culture.
The inductees debuted across decades, advancing technologies along the way and expanding not only the number of players, but the ages and interests of those at the controls, Hall of Fame authorities said in revealing the winners. The Hall of Fame recognizes electronic games of all types -- arcade, console, computer, handheld, and mobile.
The Class of 2024 was selected by experts from among a field of 12 finalists that also included Elite, Guitar Hero, Metroid, Neopets, Tokimeki Memorial, Tony Hawk's Pro Skater and You Don't Know Jack.
The honor for Atari's Asteroids comes 45 years after its 1979 debut in arcades, where it was Atari's bestselling coin-operated game. The game's glowing space-themed graphics and sound effects made their way from more than 70,000 arcade units into millions of living rooms when a home version of Asteroids was made available on the Atari 2600.

    


"Through endless variants and remakes across dozens of arcade, home, handheld, and mobile platforms, Asteroids made a simple, yet challenging game about blasting rocks into one of the most widely played and influential video games of all time," said Jeremy Saucier, assistant vice president for interpretation and electronic games at The Strong museum, where the World Video Game Hall of Fame is located.




The next inductee to debut was Ultima, not necessarily a household name but a force in the development of the computer role-playing genre, digital preservation director Andrew Borman said in the news release. Designed by Richard Garriott and released in 1981, Utima: The First Age of Darkness inspired eight sequels and is credited with inspiring later role-playing games like Dragon Quest and Final Fantasy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The urban design-inspired SimCity was released by Maxis in 1989 and found an audience among adults as well as children who were challenged to build their own city and respond to problems. Among the sequels and offshoots it inspired was 2016 World Video Game Hall of Fame inductee The Sims.

    


"At a time when many people thought of video games in terms of arcade shooters or console platformers, SimCity appealed to players who wanted intellectually stimulating fun on their newly bought personal computers," Aryol Prater, research specialist for Black play and culture, said.
The adventure game Myst sold more than 6 million copies, making it a best-selling computer game in the 1990s. The 1993 Broderbund release used early CD-ROM technology and allowed for a level of player immersion that until then had not been available in computer games, the Hall of Fame said.
"Few other games can match Myst's ability to open imaginative worlds," collections manager Kristy Hisert said. "It was a work of artistic genius that captured the imagination of an entire generation of computer game players, and its influence can be seen in many of today's open-world games."

    


The final honoree, Resident Evil's "cheesy B-movie dialogue, engrossing gameplay, and chilling suspense" helped popularize the "survival horror" genre following its release by Capcom in 1996 and offered mature entertainment for older teenagers and adults, video game curator Lindsey Kurano said. Created by game director Shinji Mikami, it also inspired an action horror film series that as of 2022 had grossed more than $1.2 billion, according to the Hall of Fame.
Anyone can nominate a game to the World Video Game Hall of Fame. Members of an international selection advisory committee submit their top three choices from the list of finalists. Fans also are invited to weigh in online. The public as a whole is treated as a single committee member.
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Award-winning director Mohammad Rasoulof sentenced to prison in Iran ahead of Cannes

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Iranian filmmaker Mohammad Rasoulof poses during a photo call for the film "The Immigrant" at the 66th international film festival, in Cannes, southern France on May 24, 2013. Rasoulof has been sentenced to eight years in prison and lashings just ahead of his planned trip to the Cannes film festival, his lawyer told The Associated Press on Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)]
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[image: XXXXX in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. XXXXX. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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                                        The award-winning Iranian director Mohammad Rasoulof has been sentenced to eight years in prison and lashings just ahead of his planned trip to the Cannes film festival, his lawyer told The Associated Press Thursday. 
Rasoulof, 51, known for his film "There Is No Evil," has become the latest artist targeted in a widening crackdown on all dissent in the Islamic Republic following years of mass protests, including over the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini. 
Iranian authorities haven't acknowledged the sentence but Rasoulof and other artists had co-signed a letter urging authorities to "put your gun down" amid demonstrations over a 2022 building collapse that killed at least 29 people in the southwestern city of Abadan. In the time since then, artists, athletes, celebrities and others have been called for questioning or faced prison sentences. 

    


"This judgment is issued due to Mr. Rasoulof signing statements in support of the Iranian people," his lawyer Babak Paknia told the AP. He said that those statements, along with his tweets and further social activities, were found to be instances of 'action against national security.'


Rasoulof faced trial in Tehran's Revolutionary Court, Paknia added. 
The tribunals, often handling cases of those with Western ties later used in prisoner swaps by Iran, have been internationally criticized for not allowing those on trial to pick their own lawyers or even see the evidence against them in closed-door hearings.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The director also faces lashings, fines and asset seizures, his lawyer said. 
Iran's mission to the United Nations did not respond to a request for comment over Rasoulof's sentencing. He had been scheduled to head to Cannes for the premiere of his new film, "The Seed of the Sacred Fig," later this month.
"There Is No Evil," which tells four stories loosely connected to the use of the death penalty in Iran, won the Golden Bear prize at Berlin in 2020. Rasoulof wasn't there to accept the award due to a travel ban imposed on him by Iranian authorities. Shortly after receiving the award, he was sentenced to a year in prison for three films he made that authorities found to be "propaganda against the system." 

    


He has faced repeated prison sentences and film bans in his native Iran, whose Shiite theocracy long has railed against Western-embraced artists as a part of a "soft war" against its policies. Yet Iran has become known on the international film circuit for daring, thought-provoking movies outlining the challenges of life in the Islamic Republic.
Fellow filmmaker Saeed Roustayi and his producer similarly faced legal action last year after traveling to Cannes to show "Leila's Brothers." 
___
Associated Press writer Amir Vahdat in Tehran, Iran, contributed. 
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Spanish court shelves latest tax probe of Shakira following prosecutors' recommendation

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Colombian performer Shakira leaves court in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 20, 2023. Spanish state prosecutors have recommended that an investigating judge shelve a probe into another alleged case of tax fraud by pop star Shakira. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu Parra, File)]
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- A Spanish investigative magistrate on Thursday provisionally shelved the latest probe into an alleged case of tax fraud by pop star Shakira following recommendations by prosecutors.
The Colombian singer had been under investigation for the alleged evasion of 6.7 million euros ($7.2 million) in taxes on her 2018 income via an offshore company. She denied wrongdoing. 
State prosecutors who initially brought the allegations said Wednesday "there is not sufficient evidence" of a possible fiscal crime and recommended that the probe be closed.
In a statement Thursday, the investigating court said that given that there is no accusation on behalf of prosecutors or the regional government of Catalonia in northeastern Spain, there was no cause to proceed further with the case.
The court said "there is no indication that can prove that Shakira Isabel M. R. had consciously and voluntarily omitted information and documentation with tax significance."

    


If the ruling is not appealed by prosecutors within a week, it will be definitive. 
In a separate case, Shakira struck a deal in November with prosecutors whereby she acknowledged she had failed to pay Spanish government 14.5 million euros (about $15.6 million) in taxes between 2012 and 2014.
Shakira currently resides in Miami after having left Spain following her breakup with former soccer player Gerard Pique.
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Rarely seen Rod Serling story, "First Squad, First Platoon," draws upon his World War II service

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Writer Rod Serling holds the Emmy for best writing of a drama series for his work on "The Twilight Zone," at the Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on May 16, 1961. (AP Photo, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Writer Rod Serling holds the Emmy for best writing of a drama series for his work on "The Twilight Zone," at the Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on May 16, 1961. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- In a famous "Twilight Zone" episode from the early 1960s, a bloodthirsty World War II commander stationed in the Philippines finds himself transported into the body of a Japanese lieutenant and, to his horror, expected to help kill an entrapped and wounded American platoon. 
"What you do to those men in the cave, will it shorten the war by a week, by a day, by an hour?" he pleads to a Japanese officer. "How many must die before (we) are satisfied?"
For the show's host and writer, Rod Serling, World War II was a trauma he would re-imagine often.
Serling, born 100 years ago this December, served in the 11th Airborne Division in the Philippines and received a Bronze Star for bravery and a Purple Heart for being wounded. He left the war with lasting physical and emotional scars and, like such fellow veterans as Joseph Heller and Kurt Vonnegut, with a will to find words for what had happened. He wrote war-related scripts for "Playhouse 90" and other early television drama series and for at least two other "Twilight Zone" stories, including one in which an Army lieutenant can predict who will die next by looking into his soldiers' faces.

    


Serling's "First Squad, First Platoon," a fictionalized take on the war that he worked on and set aside while attending Antioch College, has now been published for the first time. It appears this week in the new edition of The Strand Magazine, which has unearthed pieces by Ernest Hemingway, Mark Twain, John Steinbeck and many others. "First Squad, First Platoon" is broken into five vignettes, each dedicated to a fallen peer. 




"Serling wrote this story in his early twenties, yet it carries a maturity beyond his years," Strand managing editor Andrew Gulli writes. "It's a powerful, unvarnished look at war in all its brutality -- an unforgettable study of ordinary people in an extraordinarily hellish situation."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nicholas Parisi, author of the 2018 biography "Rod Serling: His Life, Work, and Imagination," helped edit the story. Daughters Jodi Serling and Anne Serling each contributed brief forewords. Jodi Serling wrote that the war "opened up dark horizons of terror" for her father and left him "gut-wrenching memories" that influenced his writing and awakened him at night, "sweating and screaming inconsolably." Anne Serling told The Associated Press that "First Squad, First Platoon" reminded her of his innocence when he joined the military.

    


"My reaction was particularly painful because when I read the story, I was writing a memoir about my dad and reading the letters he wrote from training camp before he was sent to the Pacific," she said. "He was just barely 18 when he enlisted and sounded like a kid at summer camp in his letters to his parents. He was asking for gum, candy, underwear (because he didn't like the GI ones). Like all of the kids we send into the horror of war -- he didn't know what was waiting on the other side." 
Amy Boyle Johnston, author of the 2015 book "Unknown Serling," found the story while looking through Serling's papers at the University of Wisconsin. Serling, who died in 1975, had yet to start a family when he wrote "First Squad, First Platoon." But he was already thinking about the next generation, including a dedication to his yet-unborn children urging them to remember "a semblance of the feeling of a torn limb, a burnt patch of flesh" and "the hopeless emptiness of fatigue" were as much part of war as "uniforms and flags, honor and patriotism." 

    


Parasi says that "First Squad, First Platoon" was an early sign of Serling's ironic touch. One soldier is shot dead as he admires a wooden statuette of Jesus, and another -- a true story -- is killed by a food relief package. 
In the opening section of "First Squad," Cpl. Melvin Levy is introduced as the squad's resident comedian, whose usual barrage of jokes had been silenced by the ongoing starvation that threatened to kill them all. But as Levy slept weakly in the mud, dreaming of pastrami and other treats back home, he is startled by the sound of motors -- airplanes clearly marked as American. Levy shouts with delight as more than 100 heavy boxes of K-rations fall from on high, fatally unaware that one will land right on him.

    


"The heavy crates were smashing into the earth close to their holes. Men started shouting in alarm," Serling writes. "Levy just stood where he was, waving his arms and shouting. Sergeant Etherson pulled at him from behind, trying to get him down in a hole. But Levy was oblivious to all around him except the food which poured down." 
"'It's raining chow, boys . . . it's raining chow,'" his shrill voice pierced the air."
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9 of 10 wrongful death suits over Astroworld concert crowd surge have been settled, lawyer says

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An attorney says nine of the 10 wrongful death lawsuits filed after the 2021 Astroworld music festival have been settled, including one that was set to go to trial this week. Ten people were killed in the crowd surge at a Travis Scott concert (AP video: Lekan Oyekanmi)


                
                
    
    Photos
                    2
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Visitors cast shadows at a memorial to the victims of the Astroworld concert in Houston on Nov. 7, 2021. Nine of the 10 wrongful death lawsuits filed after deadly crowd surge at the 2021 Astroworld festival have been settled, including one that was set to go to trial this week, an attorney said Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Robert Bumsted, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Astroworld main stage where a surging crowd killed several people, sits full of debris from the concert, in a parking lot at NRG Center on Nov. 8, 2021, in Houston. Nine of the 10 wrongful death lawsuits filed after the deadly crowd surge have been settled, including one that was set to go to trial this week, an attorney said Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (Mark Mulligan/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Nine of the 10 wrongful death lawsuits filed after a deadly crowd surge at the 2021 Astroworld music festival have been settled, including one that was set to go to trial this week, an attorney said Wednesday.
Jury selection had been set to begin Tuesday in the wrongful death suit filed the family of Madison Dubiski, a 23-year-old Houston resident who was one of 10 people killed during the crowd crush at the Nov. 5, 2021, concert by rap superstar Travis Scott.
But Neal Manne, an attorney for Live Nation, the festival's promoter and one of those being sued along with Scott, said during a court hearing Wednesday that only one wrongful death lawsuit remained pending and the other nine have been settled, including the one filed by Dubiski's family.




Noah Wexler, an attorney for Dubiski's family, confirmed during the court hearing that their case "is resolved in its entirety."

    


Terms of the settlements were confidential and attorneys declined to comment after the court hearing because of a gag order in the case.
"Mr. Scott is grateful that a resolution has been reached without the need for a trial," said Ted Anastasiou, a representative for the rapper. "The confidential agreement will honor Madison Dubiski's legacy and promote improvements for concert safety."
After Dubiski's death, her family started a foundation called Pink Bows that's focused on improving safety at outdoor concerts and similar events. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The one wrongful death lawsuit still pending was filed by the family of 9-year-old Ezra Blount, the youngest person killed during the concert. Attorneys in the litigation were set to meet next week to discuss when the lawsuit filed by Blount's family could be scheduled for trial.
"This case is ready for trial," Scott West, an attorney for Blount's family, said in court.
But Manne said he and the lawyers for other defendants being sued were not ready.

    


State District Judge Kristen Hawkins said she planned to discuss the Blount case at next week's hearing along with potential trials related to the injury cases filed after the deadly concert.
Hawkins said that if the Blount family's lawsuit is not settled, she is inclined to schedule that as the next trial instead of an injury case.
More than 4,000 plaintiffs filed hundreds of lawsuits after the concert. Manne said about 2,400 injury cases remain pending.
The announcement that nearly all of the wrongful death lawsuits have been settled came after the trial in Dubiski's case was put on hold last week. Apple Inc., which livestreamed Scott's concert and was one of the more than 20 defendants being sued by Dubiski's family, had appealed a court ruling that denied its request to be dismissed from the case. An appeals court granted Apple a stay in the case.
In the days after the trial stay, attorneys for Dubiski's family settled their lawsuit with all the defendants in the case, including Apple, Scott and Live Nation, the world's largest live entertainment company.
At least four wrongful death lawsuits had previously been settled and announced in court records. But Wednesday was the first time that lawyers in the litigation had given an update that nine of the 10 wrongful death lawsuits had been resolved.

    


Lawyers for Dubiski's family as well as attorneys representing the various other plaintiffs have alleged in court filings that the deaths and hundreds of injuries at the concert were caused by negligent planning and a lack of concern over capacity and safety at the event.
Those killed ranged in age from 9 to 27. They died from compression asphyxia, which an expert likened to being crushed by a car.
"As the youngest victim, Ezra's terror must have been unimaginable as the crowd surge ripped him from the safety of his father's shoulders and then crushed and suffocated the life out of his small body," Bob Hilliard, an attorney for Blount's family, said in a statement following Wednesday's hearing. 
Scott, Live Nation and the others who've been sued have denied these claims, saying safety was their No. 1 concern. They said what happened could not have been foreseen.
After a police investigation, a  grand jury last year declined to indict Scott, along with five others connected to the festival. 
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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Former Las Vegas casino executive sentenced to year of probation in bookmaking money laundering case
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    [image: Resorts World Las Vegas President Scott Sibella speaks at the Resorts World Boring Company station, July 11, 2022, in Las Vegas. Former top executive at Las Vegas Strip casinos, Sibella, faces a judge in Los Angeles on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, and possible federal prison time after pleading guilty to violating federal anti-money laundering rules. (Chase Stevens/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Resorts World Las Vegas President Scott Sibella speaks during a tour of property before its opening in Las Vegas, June 23, 2021. Former top executive at Las Vegas Strip casinos, Sibella, faces a judge in Los Angeles on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, and possible federal prison time after pleading guilty to violating federal anti-money laundering rules. (Chase Stevens/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Resorts World Las Vegas President Scott Sibella talks to reporters during construction of a project in Las Vegas. Former top executive at Las Vegas Strip casinos, Sibella, faces a judge in Los Angeles on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, and possible federal prison time after pleading guilty to violating federal anti-money laundering rules. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Resorts World Las Vegas President Scott Sibella speaks during a tour of property before its opening in Las Vegas, June 23, 2021. Former top executive at Las Vegas Strip casinos, Sibella, faces a judge in Los Angeles on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, and possible federal prison time after pleading guilty to violating federal anti-money laundering rules. (Chase Stevens/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A former top executive for major Las Vegas casinos was sentenced to a year of probation Wednesday after admitting he allowed an illegal bookmaker to gamble millions of dollars at the MGM Grand and pay off debts in cash.
Scott Sibella pleaded guilty in January to violating federal anti-money laundering rules that required the casino to file reports of suspicious transactions. His sentence was handed down in federal court by U.S. District Judge Dolly Gee, who also ordered Sibella to pay a fine of $9,500, plus a $100 special assessment. 
Gee said Sibella "turned a blind eye" to behavior he knew was potentially illegal. But in deciding against prison time, Gee said she took into consideration that Sibella fully cooperated with investigators and had no previous criminal history. 
Before the sentencing, Sibella apologized to his family, friends and former employers. He told the judge, "You will never see me in your court again."

    


Sibella had faced up to five years in prison and a $250,000 fine. His attorneys had asked the judge to consider probation. They submitted more than 80 testimonial letters of support, including one from Clark County Sheriff Kevin McMahill, the elected head of the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department.




The MGM Grand and nearby Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas previously settled a related case stemming from a U.S. Justice Department money laundering probe. The resorts agreed to pay a combined $7.45 million, submit to an external review and step up their anti-money laundering compliance programs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Separately, Nevada casino regulators are considering revoking or suspending Sibella's state gambling license and fining him up to $750,000. A complaint filed April 30 by state Gaming Control Board investigators has not yet been considered by the Nevada Gaming Commission. 
The bookmaker central to Sibella's case, Wayne Nix, is a former minor league baseball player who lives in Newport Coast, California. He's awaiting sentencing after pleading guilty in April 2022 to operating an illegal gambling business and filing a false tax return.

    


According to his plea agreement with the government, Sibella allowed Nix to gamble at MGM Grand and affiliated properties with illicit proceeds generated from the illegal gambling business without notifying the casinos' compliance department.
Sibella told federal investigators in January 2022 "that he had 'heard that Nix was in the booking business' and he 'couldn't figure out how he had all the money he gambled with.'"
"I didn't want to know because of my position," Sibella told investigators. "I stay out of it. If we know, we can't allow them to gamble. I didn't ask, I didn't want to know I guess because he wasn't doing anything to cheat the casino."
In a written statement provided by his attorneys after Wednesday's sentencing, Sibella said he takes full responsibility for his actions and reiterated that he "gained no benefit -- neither personal, professional or financial," from his crime.
Sibella was president and chief operating officer of the MGM Grand for eight years and then president of Resorts World Las Vegas until 2023. 

    


His sentencing comes as the Justice Department undertakes a wide-ranging investigation into illegal sports gambling operations in Southern California laundering money through Las Vegas casinos. The most notable case involves Ippei Mizuhara, Los Angeles Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani's former interpreter. Federal prosecutors say Mizuhara transferred money he stole from the Japanese superstar in a scheme to pay off debts to illegal bookmakers.
Sibella held top executive positions at The Mirage and Treasure Island casinos on the Las Vegas Strip before becoming president of the more than 6,800-room MGM Grand in 2011. He left the company in February 2019 and joined Resorts World Las Vegas before Malaysia-based Genting Group opened the $4.3 billion, 66-floor resort in June 2021.
Sibella was dismissed by Resorts World in September 2023 after the company said he "violated company policies and the terms of his employment."
____
This story has been updated to remove an erroneous reference to federal prosecutors saying Mizuhara transferred money he stole from Ohtani to Resorts World. The criminal complaint against Mizuhara does not reference Resorts World.
___
Ritter reported from Las Vegas.
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Steve Albini, legendary producer for Nirvana, the Pixies and an alternative rock pioneer, dies at 61
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                                        Steve Albini, an alternative rock pioneer and legendary producer who shaped the musical landscape through his work with Nirvana, the Pixies, PJ Harvey and more, has died. He was 61.
Brian Fox, an engineer at Albini's studio, Electrical Audio Recording, said Wednesday that Albini died after a heart attack Tuesday night. 
In addition to his work on canonized rock albums such as Nirvana 's "In Utero," the Pixies' breakthrough "Surfer Rosa," and PJ Harvey's "Rid of Me," Albini was the frontman of the underground bands Big Black and Shellac.
He dismissed the term "producer," refused to take royalties from the albums he worked on, and requested he be credited with "Recorded by Steve Albini," a fabled label on albums he worked on.




At the time of his death, Albini's band Shellac were preparing to tour their first new album in a decade, "To All Trains," which releases next week.

    


Other acts whose music was shaped by Albini include Joanna Newsom's indie-folk opus, "Ys," and releases from bands like the Breeders, the Jesus Lizard, Hum, Superchunk, Low and Mogwai.
Albini was born in California, grew up in Montana, and fell in love with the do-it-yourself punk music scene in Chicago while studying journalism at Northwestern University. 
As a teenager, he played in punk bands, and in college, wrote about music for the prescient indie zine "Forced Exposure." While attending Northwestern in the early '80s, he founded the abrasive, noisy post-punk band Big Black, known for its mordant riffs, violent and taboo lyrics and drum machine in lieu of a live drummer. It was a controversial innovation at the time, from a man whose career would be defined by risky choices. The band's best-known song, the ugly, explosive, six-minute "Kerosene" from their cult favorite album, 1986's "Atomizer," is ideal evidence -- and not for the faint of heart.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Then came the short lived band Rapeman -- one of two groups Albini fronted with indefensibly offensive names and vulgar song titles. In the early '90s, he formed Shellac, the ferocious, distorted noise-rock band -- an evolution from Big Black, but still punctuated by pummeling guitar tones and aggressive vocals.

    


In 1997, Albini opened his famed studio, Electrical Audio, in Chicago.
"The recording part is the part that matters to me -- that I'm making a document that records a piece of our culture, the life's work of the musicians that are hiring me," Albini told The Guardian last year, when asked about some of the well-known and much-loved albums he's recorded. "I take that part very seriously. I want the music to outlive all of us."
Albini was a larger-than-life character in the independent rock music scene, known for his forward-thinking productions, unapologetic irreverence, acerbic sense of humor and criticisms of the music industry's exploitative practices -- as detailed in his landmark 1993 essay "The Problem with Music" -- as much as his talents.
Later in life, he became a notable poker player and apologetic for his past indiscretions.
"Ugh man, a heartbreaking loss of a legend. Love to his family and innumerable colleagues," wrote actor Elijah Woodon X. "Farewell, Steve Albini."

    


Author Michael Azerrad, who included a chapter on Big Black in his comprehensive history, "Our Band Could Be Your Life: Scenes from the American Indie Underground, 1981-1991," also posted on X. "I don't know what to say about Steve Albini's passing," Azerrad wrote. "He had a brilliant mind, was a great artist and underwent the most remarkable and inspiring personal transformation. I can't believe he's gone."
Albini is survived by his wife, Heather Whinna, a filmmaker.
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After appearing on red carpet at Met Gala, Nelly Korda goes for a sixth straight win on LPGA Tour
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    [image: FILE - Nelly Korda watches her shot during the final round of the Chevron Championship LPGA golf tournament Sunday, April 21, 2024, at The Club at Carlton Woods in The Woodlands, Texas. Following two weeks off, Nelly Korda will be going for a record-setting sixth straight win in the Cognizant Founders Cup at the Upper Montclair Country Club. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: FILE - Nelly Korda attends The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit gala celebrating the opening of the "Sleeping Beauties: Reawakening Fashion" exhibition on Monday, May 6, 2024, in New York. Nelly Korda will try to become the first woman to win six consecutive LPGA events when play starts in the 72-hole Cognizant Founders Cup on Thursday at the Upper Montclair Country Club in Clifton, New Jersey. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Nelly Korda kisses the trophy while posing for photos after winning the Chevron Championship LPGA golf tournament Sunday, April 21, 2024, at The Club at Carlton Woods in The Woodlands, Texas. Following two weeks off, Nelly Korda will be going for a record-setting sixth straight win in the Cognizant Founders Cup at the Upper Montclair Country Club. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)]
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                                        CLIFTON, N.J. (AP) -- Things are going well for Nelly Korda these days, that's for sure.
The 25-year-old has won a record-tying five straight tournament starts. She has the No. 1 ranking in the world, along with the 2024 lead in earnings, scoring average and points for the player of the year award. And on top of it all, she got to live out a childhood dream by walking the red carpet at the Met Gala earlier this week.
Korda will try to become the first woman to win six consecutive LPGA starts when play in the 72-hole Cognizant Founders Cup gets underway Thursday at the Upper Montclair Country Club.
"If I'm being honest, I have not thought about it at all because I've had so much going on those two weeks," said Korda, who has not played since winning The Chevron Championship in Texas. "Then obviously yesterday -- or Monday -- I had the Met, so haven't had too much time to think about it."

    


In winning her second career major two weeks ago, Korda tied Hall of Famers Annika Sorenstam (2004-05) and Nancy Lopez (1978) for most consecutive tournament wins. Byron Nelson holds golf's all-time mark with 11 straight wins in 1945.




The usually reserved Korda insisted she is not thinking that far ahead, noting that can lead to a deep rabbit hole.
While she has been off the past two weeks, Korda said she never got far away from her game, despite catching up on sleep and spending a lot of time on the couch.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There is two sides to it," she said. "Obviously when I'm home, I'm definitely practicing a lot more and trying to work on technique. When I'm out here, the way I keep it simple is by not overdoing it too much. Going out, seeing the golf course, doing my work with my caddie, picking a game plan, and then that's it."
In the past, Korda said she would come to events and do too much. Now she knows she has put in the work beforehand, and it's just time to execute when an event starts.

    


The winning streak had an unexpected benefit this week when Korda got an invitation to the Met Gala.
"It was so, so crazy," she said. "You're standing in line ready to get on the carpet and you're like seeing all these people you usually watch in TV shows or movies and they're like famous singers and you're starstruck the entire time. It's the best people-watching for me. I was just silently looking at everyone's dresses."
Korda was given a number of Oscar de la Renta dresses to try on, and seemingly settled on long-sleeve gown.
Twenty minutes before walking on the carpet, she had a golf moment, like when the breeze picks up before a shot to the green. The 9-iron became a pitching wedge.
"I saw this amazing red dress and I just changed my entire look probably 20 minutes before I started to get ready," Korda said. "Switched it up on everyone. It's just, I mean, this is me. This is me, visor on, wearing golf clothes. This is my comfort zone. It was really, really neat to step outside of my comfort zone and do something like that."
It was neat though, and like everything Korda has done on the golf course, it was a perfect choice.

    


"I thought I would never ever think that I would ever be able to attend the Met Gala," Korda said. "As a girl I watched it growing up and just in awe of all the dresses. To be on the red carpet or green carpet was a dream come true."
Korda has not fared well playing in New Jersey. She missed the cut in this event and the Women's PGA Championship at Baltusrol in 2023. The Florida resident will be paired for the first two rounds with defending champion Jin Young Ko of South Korea and 2022 champion Minjee Lee of Australia. Lee lost in a playoff with Ko last year.
Hall of Famers Pat Bradley and Beth Daniel, who are here for the event that honors the 13 founding members of the LPGA Tour, feel the pressure is on Korda.
"I'm sure she can't wait for the bell to ring and get inside those ropes and be able to focus like she does," Bradley said.
"I watched when she won the fifth in a row and she said that was the most nervous she's been down the stretch," Daniel said. "I can only imagine how nerve-wracking this week is going to be."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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Music Midtown, popular Atlanta music festival, canceled this year

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Billie Eilish performs on stage during Day 2 of Music Midtown 2019 in Atlanta, Sept. 15, 2019. Music Midtown, a festival that draws tens of thousands of people to Atlanta's Piedmont Park will not take place this year. Posts Wednesday, May 8 2024, on the Instagram page and website of Music Midtown, a longtime fixture for pop music lovers, says the festival is ]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A music festival that draws tens of thousands of people to Atlanta's Piedmont Park will not take place this year.
Posts Wednesday on the Instagram page and website of Music Midtown, a longtime fixture for pop music lovers, says the festival is "going on hiatus this year."
The posts did not explain why. An email to the festival's producer, Live Nation, was not immediately returned.
The festival has featured big artists over the years, including Pearl Jam and Coldplay. Last year's lineup included Billie Eilish and Guns N' Roses.
The festival was also called off in 2022. News outlets, citing anonymous sources, ascribed that decision to a Georgia Supreme Court decision that outlined limits on the ability of private companies to ban guns on public property. 
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Woman seeks to drop sexual assault lawsuit against ex-Grammys CEO
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A woman who accused the former CEO of the Grammy Awards of sexually assaulting her in 2018 has asked a judge to drop her lawsuit.
The woman made the request in a weekend letter to a judge, which cited a "fear of potential grave harm" if she was forced to relinquish her anonymity. The lawsuit was filed in Manhattan federal court against Grammy Awards ex-CEO Neil Portnow.
The woman has been identified in the lawsuit as an internationally known musician who once played at Carnegie Hall. Her request prompted Judge Analisa Torres to suspend next steps in the lawsuit on Wednesday, but she did not yet dismiss it.
When the case was filed in November, a Portnow spokesperson said the claims were "completely false" and "undoubtedly motivated by Mr. Portnow's refusal to comply with the Plaintiff's outrageous demands for money and assistance in obtaining a residence visa for her."
His lawyer declined to comment Wednesday.
The woman had sued under the Adult Survivors Act, a recently expired New York state law that temporarily let victims of sexual assaults file lawsuits seeking damages even if the statute of limitations had expired.
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Nemo, among the favorites at Eurovision, is finding acceptance onstage and off

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Swiss entrant Nemo - one of the favorites to win the Eurovision Song Contest - says they're "honored" to be one of two non-binary contestants this year. (May 6)


                
                
    
    Photos
                    6
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Nemo of Switzerland performs the song The Code during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Nemo from Switzerland performs during the concert Nordic Eurovision Party held at Berns in Stockholm, Sweden, Sunday, April 14, 2024. (Christine Olsson/TT News Agency via AP)]
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[image: Nemo from Switzerland poses during the press meeting ahead of the Nordic Eurovision Party concert held at Berns in Stockholm, Sweden, April 14, 2024. (Fredrik Sandberg/TT News Agency via AP)]
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[image: Nemo representing Switzerland poses on the turquoise carpet ahead of the opening ceremony for the 68th edition of the Eurovision Song Contest, at the Malmo Live Congress and Concert Hall, in Malmo, Sweden, Sunday, May 5, 2024. (Jessica Gow /TT News Agency via AP)]
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[image: Nemo of Switzerland performs the song The Code during the dress rehearsal for the second semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- No matter whether Nemo wins the Eurovision Song Contest this weekend -- which would make them the first nonbinary contestant to take home the crystal microphone -- the singer is already a success.
Representing Switzerland with a track called "The Code," Nemo says there is now more understanding and awareness in their country about being nonbinary and what it means.
"People start understanding more and I think that understanding means the world to me. And just being able to represent this community at Eurovision is amazing. And I'm so glad that I am not even the only one this year. You know, like that's even better because it just, it just shows that it's needed."
Among the contestants who've made it to Thursday's next semi-final round is Ireland's gothic fairy Bambie Thug, who is also nonbinary and uses they/them pronouns.

    


Nemo's powerhouse number "The Code" is about struggling to find their place and discovering it "somewhere between the zeroes and ones" of a binary system. It's one of the favorites to win Eurovision, which takes place this week in Malmo, Sweden.
"(It) would be cool if people like my song about banana pudding," Nemo said.
"But knowing they like a song where I am, like, unconditionally myself, and I talk about the journey of finding myself and being non-binary and knowing that it touches them ... it's really beautiful."
So far in southern Sweden, the atmosphere between acts has been fun and supportive. This is not a cutthroat competition -- its slogan is "united by music" -- and Nemo jokes that "the twist is, everyone wants each other to win."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Malmo, Nemo's been hosting some hotel room sessions with other artists and would like that to lead to future musical collaborations.
The downside of the hotel is the fierce air-conditioning, which isn't great for a recording artist who both hits operatic high notes and also raps at a fast pace.





    


Not only is Nemo singing and rapping, in a huge pink hairy coat, they are also being turned around on a giant spinning top while pulling Matrix-style, gravity defying moves.
"That's one of my favorite parts, actually. That's so much fun to do," they said. "People ask me, do you have, like, do you have, magnets in your shoes? And then I was like, 'No, but I should have magnets.'"
Switzerland is one of 37 counties competing in Eurovision this week, which is being held in Sweden, after Loreen won last year's contest. 
The tracks range from power ballads to zombie-folk, electro dance and empowerment pop.
Other favorites include Baby Lasagna's raucous "Rim Tim Tagi Dim" representing Croatia, Ukrainian duo alyona alyona and Jerry Heil with the melodic "Teresa & Maria" and catchy pop "La Noia" from Italy's Angelina Mango.
"It's the most versatile music community ever," said Nemo.
"You could have like someone be into more like a metal song that year, but also in like a bubblegum pop song, you know, and love both worlds equally. I think that's so beautiful, like the openness of that."
As for the possibility of winning Eurovision, Nemo said that after all this week's fun, acceptance and understanding, the top prize "would mean the world."
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Kai Cenat's riot charges dropped after he apologizes and pays for Union Square mayhem

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Kai Cenat arrives at the Streamy Awards on Sunday, Aug. 27, 2023, at the Fairmont Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles. Charges of inciting a riot will be dropped against online streamer Kai Cenat after he agreed to pay restitution and apologize for luring thousands of fans to New York's Union Square last year, prosecutors said. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Kai Cenat arrives at the Streamy Awards on Sunday, Aug. 27, 2023, at the Fairmont Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles. Charges of inciting a riot will be dropped against online streamer Kai Cenat after he agreed to pay restitution and apologize for luring thousands of fans to New York's Union Square last year, prosecutors said. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Charges of inciting a riot will be dropped against online streamer Kai Cenat after he agreed to pay restitution and apologize for luring thousands of fans to New York's Union Square last year, prosecutors said.
Cenat, 22, and two codefendants agreed to pay more than $57,000 in restitution and apologize on social media for the Aug. 4 mayhem that followed Cenat's announcement he would be there giving away video game consoles and other electronic devices, the Manhattan district attorney's office said Tuesday.
After Cenat, who has millions of followers on Twitch, YouTube and other platforms, announced the giveaway, the teenage fans who showed up bashed car windows, climbed on buses, threw paint cans, and set off fire extinguishers. Scores of people were arrested and at least four were taken to hospitals with injuries.
Cenat apologized on Snapchat on Tuesday for "the disruption and damage to the community, the park, the vehicles, and the storefronts in the area."

    


The streamer, who was born and raised in New York City, posted, "I wanted to do something cool and fun for people and did not think it was going to turn into something that caused harm to the city, and I should have thought more about the post before I announced it."




Cenat faced charges of inciting a riot and promoting an unlawful gathering. M'Niyah Lynn, a spokesperson for Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg, said the case would be officially dismissed after the Snapchat apology was up for 24 hours. Cenat's codefendants were also required to post the apology, as well as pay roughly $1,000 each, Lynn said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cenat was required to pay $55,000 to the Union Square Partnership to cover cleanup and landscaping repair costs.
Cenat had already apologized for the chaos days later.
"Beyond disappointed in anybody who became disruptive that day, bro," Cenat said on Twitch.
Cenat said he had watched videos of people jumping on cars "and I'm asking myself when I'm watching the video, 'Why? Like, why?' You feel what I'm saying?"
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North West joins starry concert event of 'The Lion King' at Hollywood Bowl

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Kim Kardashian poses for a photo with daughter North West before Game 6 of an NBA basketball Western Conference semifinal series against the Golden State Warriors in Los Angeles on May 12, 2023. West sill join the cast of A starry ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Kim Kardashian poses for a photo with daughter North West before Game 6 of an NBA basketball Western Conference semifinal series against the Golden State Warriors in Los Angeles on May 12, 2023. West sill join the cast of A starry "Lion King" concert, that is set to run May 24-25 at the Hollywood Bowl. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- North West, the daughter of Kim Kardashian and Ye, the rapper formerly known as Kanye West, is going from "Paw Patrol" to another animal project: A starry "Lion King" concert.
West joins a cast that includes Heather Headley, Billy Eichner, Bradley Gibson, Ernie Sabella, Jason Weaver, Jeremy Irons, Nathan Lane, Jennifer Hudson and Lebo M for the concert, set to run May 24-25 at the Hollywood Bowl.
The two-night event -- called "Disney's The Lion King at the Hollywood Bowl" -- will be filmed and have a full orchestra performing Hans Zimmer's Oscar-winning score. The cast will perform songs and numbers featuring the Broadway production's costumes, set design and puppetry.
West, 10, voiced the role of Mini in last year's "PAW Patrol: The Mighty Movie," alongside Taraji P. Henson, Kristen Bell and James Marsden. She was featured on the single "Talking/Once Again," a collaboration between her father and Ty Dolla $ign.
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Disney receives another key approval to expand Southern California theme parks

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Visitors pass through Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., on April 30, 2021. Disney has received a key approval to expand its Southern California theme parks in its first push to make major changes to its iconic Disneyland in decades. The Anaheim City Council voted unanimously Tuesday, May 7, 2024, to approve the plan to transform Disney's 490-acre (488-hectare) campus in densely-populated Southern California by moving parking to a multi-story structure and redeveloping a massive lot with new entertainment and rides. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Visitors pass through Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., on April 30, 2021. Disney has received a key approval to expand its Southern California theme parks in its first push to make major changes to its iconic Disneyland in decades. The Anaheim City Council voted unanimously Tuesday, May 7, 2024, to approve the plan to transform Disney's 490-acre (488-hectare) campus in densely-populated Southern California by moving parking to a multi-story structure and redeveloping a massive lot with new entertainment and rides. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                        ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) -- Disney has received another key approval to expand its Southern California theme parks in its first push to make major changes to its iconic Disneyland in decades.
The Anaheim City Council voted unanimously Tuesday to approve the plan to transform Disney's 490-acre (488-hectare) campus in densely-populated Southern California by moving parking to a multi-story structure and redeveloping a massive lot with new entertainment and rides. It was a second, required vote for the plan after the council gave initial approval last month. The approved zoning changes and ordinances require another 30 days for changes to take effect.
The proposal doesn't expand the parks' physical footprint but will help Disney create new, immersive experiences for visitors by building a land such as the snow-covered hamlet of Arendelle from "Frozen" or the critter-filled metropolis of "Zootopia." It requires Disney to invest at least $1.9 billion in the project over the next decade and spend tens of millions of dollars on street improvements, affordable housing and other infrastructure in the city of 345,000 people. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Disney receives key approval to expand Southern California theme parks
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker has more. 

    


    


It's the first time Disney has sought a major change to its California theme parks since the 1990s, when the company obtained approvals to turn Disneyland, its original theme park dubbed "the happiest place on Earth" and built in 1955, into a resort hub. It later built the Disney California Adventure theme park and the Downtown Disney shopping and entertainment area in the city 30 miles (48 kilometers) southeast of Los Angeles.
Disneyland was the second-most visited theme park in the world in 2022 with 16.8 million people coming through the gates, according to a report by the Themed Entertainment Association and AECOM.
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Spanish prosecutors recommend 2nd investigation into Shakira's taxes be thrown out

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Colombian performer Shakira leaves court in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 20, 2023. Spanish state prosecutors have recommended that an investigating judge shelve a probe into another alleged case of tax fraud by pop star Shakira. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu Parra, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Colombian performer Shakira leaves court in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Nov. 20, 2023. Spanish state prosecutors have recommended that an investigating judge shelve a probe into another alleged case of tax fraud by pop star Shakira. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu Parra, File)
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- Spanish state prosecutors recommended Wednesday that an investigating judge shelve a probe into another alleged case of tax fraud by pop star Shakira.
The Colombian singer is under investigation for the alleged evasion of 6.7 million euros ($7.2 million) in taxes on her 2018 income via an offshore company. She has denied wrongdoing.
State prosecutors, who had initially brought the allegations forward, are now saying "there is not sufficient evidence" of a possible fiscal crime.
It will be up to the investigating judge to decide whether to continue with the probe, and possibly recommend that the case be tried, or dismissed. 
In a separate case, Shakira struck a deal in November with prosecutors whereby she acknowledged she had failed to pay Spanish government 14.5 million euros (about $15.6 million) in taxes between 2012 and 2014.
Shakira currently resides in Miami after having left Spain following her breakup with the now former soccer player Gerard Pique.
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The Eurovision Song Contest kicked off with pop and protests as the war in Gaza casts a shadow

    The Eurovision Song Contest kicked off with pop and protests as the war in Gaza casts a shadow

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: iolanda of Portugal perform the song Grito during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 48 | iolanda of Portugal perform the song Grito during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Eric Saade performs the song Popular during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 48 | Eric Saade performs the song Popular during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Eleni Foureira performs the song Fuego during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 48 | Eleni Foureira performs the song Fuego during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: iolanda of Portugal perform the song Grito during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 48 | iolanda of Portugal perform the song Grito during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: TALI of Luxembourg performs the song Fighter during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 48 | TALI of Luxembourg performs the song Fighter during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: TALI of Luxembourg performs the song Fighter during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 48 | TALI of Luxembourg performs the song Fighter during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: TALI of Luxembourg performs the song Fighter during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 48 | TALI of Luxembourg performs the song Fighter during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Johnny Logan of Ireland, two-time Eurovision winner, performs the song Euphoria during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 48 | Johnny Logan of Ireland, two-time Eurovision winner, performs the song Euphoria during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Johnny Logan of Ireland, two-time Eurovision winner, performs the song Euphoria during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 48 | Johnny Logan of Ireland, two-time Eurovision winner, performs the song Euphoria during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: iolanda of Portugal, bottom centre, celebrates qualifying for the grand final during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 48 | iolanda of Portugal, bottom centre, celebrates qualifying for the grand final during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Bambie Thug of Ireland celebrate qualifying for the grand final during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 48 | Bambie Thug of Ireland celebrate qualifying for the grand final during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Windows95man of Finland celebrate qualifying for the grand final during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 48 | Windows95man of Finland celebrate qualifying for the grand final during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: iolanda of Portugal perform the song Grito during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 48 | iolanda of Portugal perform the song Grito during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Electric Fields of Australia perform the song One Milkali (One Blood) during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Electric Fields of Australia perform the song One Milkali (One Blood) during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Electric Fields of Australia perform the song One Milkali (One Blood) during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 48 | Electric Fields of Australia perform the song One Milkali (One Blood) during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Electric Fields of Australia perform the song One Milkali (One Blood) during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 48 | Electric Fields of Australia perform the song One Milkali (One Blood) during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: FAHREE, right, and Ilkin Dovlatov of Azerbaijan perform the song Ozunl@ Aparduring the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: FAHREE of Azerbaijan performs the song Ozunl@ Apar during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: FAHREE of Azerbaijan performs the song Ozunl@ Apar during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Marcus & Martinus of Sweden perform the song Unforgettable during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Marcus & Martinus of Sweden perform the song Unforgettable during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Natalia Barbu of Moldovia performs the song In The Middle during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Windows95man of Finland performs the song No Rules! during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Windows95man of Finland performs the song No Rules! during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Windows95man of Finland performs the song No Rules! during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Raiven of Slovenia performs the song Veronika during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Raiven of Slovenia performs the song Veronika during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Raiven of Slovenia performs the song Veronika during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: ISAAK of Germany performs the song Always on the Run during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: ISAAK of Germany performs the song Always on the Run during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Baby Lasagna of Croatia performs the song Rim Tim Tagi Dim during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Baby Lasagna of Croatia performs the song Rim Tim Tagi Dim during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Baby Lasagna of Croatia performs the song Rim Tim Tagi Dim during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Hera Bjork of Iceland performs the song Scared of Heights during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: LUNA of Poland performs the song The Tower during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: alyona alyona of Ukraine performs the song Teresa & Maria during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: LUNA of Poland performs the song The Tower during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Olly Alexander of United Kingdom performs the song Dizzy during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Olly Alexander of United Kingdom performs the song Dizzy during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Olly Alexander of United Kingdom performs the song Dizzy during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Bambie Thug of Ireland performs the song Doomsday Blue during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Olly Alexander of United Kingdom performs the song Dizzy during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Olly Alexander of United Kingdom performs the song Dizzy during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Chanel performs the song SloMo during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            45 of 48 | Chanel performs the song SloMo during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eleni Foureira performs the song Fuego during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Silia Kapsis of Cyprus performs the song Liar during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Silia Kapsis of Cyprus performs the song Liar during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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    [image: iolanda of Portugal perform the song Grito during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Eric Saade performs the song Popular during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Eric Saade performs the song Popular during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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[image: Eleni Foureira performs the song Fuego during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: iolanda of Portugal perform the song Grito during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: TALI of Luxembourg performs the song Fighter during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: TALI of Luxembourg performs the song Fighter during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Bambie Thug of Ireland celebrate qualifying for the grand final during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Windows95man of Finland celebrate qualifying for the grand final during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: iolanda of Portugal perform the song Grito during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Electric Fields of Australia perform the song One Milkali (One Blood) during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: FAHREE, right, and Ilkin Dovlatov of Azerbaijan perform the song Ozunl@ Aparduring the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: FAHREE of Azerbaijan performs the song Ozunl@ Apar during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Marcus & Martinus of Sweden perform the song Unforgettable during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Natalia Barbu of Moldovia performs the song In The Middle during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Windows95man of Finland performs the song No Rules! during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Raiven of Slovenia performs the song Veronika during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Raiven of Slovenia performs the song Veronika during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            28 of 48 | Raiven of Slovenia performs the song Veronika during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    28 of 48
Raiven of Slovenia performs the song Veronika during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Raiven of Slovenia performs the song Veronika during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: ISAAK of Germany performs the song Always on the Run during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: ISAAK of Germany performs the song Always on the Run during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Baby Lasagna of Croatia performs the song Rim Tim Tagi Dim during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Hera Bjork of Iceland performs the song Scared of Heights during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: LUNA of Poland performs the song The Tower during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            36 of 48 | LUNA of Poland performs the song The Tower during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    36 of 48
LUNA of Poland performs the song The Tower during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: alyona alyona of Ukraine performs the song Teresa & Maria during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            37 of 48 | alyona alyona of Ukraine performs the song Teresa & Maria during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    37 of 48
alyona alyona of Ukraine performs the song Teresa & Maria during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: LUNA of Poland performs the song The Tower during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Olly Alexander of United Kingdom performs the song Dizzy during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Bambie Thug of Ireland performs the song Doomsday Blue during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Olly Alexander of United Kingdom performs the song Dizzy during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            44 of 48 | Olly Alexander of United Kingdom performs the song Dizzy during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    44 of 48
Olly Alexander of United Kingdom performs the song Dizzy during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chanel performs the song SloMo during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Eleni Foureira performs the song Fuego during the opening of the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Silia Kapsis of Cyprus performs the song Liar during the first semi-final at the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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                                        MALMO, Sweden (AP) -- Competition in the 68th Eurovision Song Contest kicked off Tuesday in Sweden, with the war in Gaza casting a shadow over the sequin-spangled pop extravaganza.
Performers representing countries across Europe and beyond took the stage in the first of two semifinals in the Swedish city of Malmo. It and a second semifinal on Thursday will winnow a field of 37 nations to 26 who will compete in Saturday's final against a backdrop of both parties and protests.
Ten of the 15 acts performing Tuesday were voted through to the final by viewers. They include Croatian singer-songwriter Baby Lasagna, whose infectious electro number "Rim Tim Tagi Dim" is the current favorite to win, and Ukrainian duo alyona alyona and Jerry Heil, flying the flag for their war-battered nation with the anthemic "Teresa & Maria."
Also making the cut were goth-style Irish singer Bambie Thug, 1990s-loving Finnish prankster Windows95man and Portuguese crooner Iolanda. Iceland, Azerbaijan, Poland, Moldova and Australia were eliminated.

    


Other bookmakers' favorites who will perform Thursday include nonbinary Swiss singer Nemo, Italian TikTok star Angelina Mango and the Netherlands' Joost Klein with his playful pop-rap song "Europapa."




Security is tight in the Swedish city, which expects an influx of some 100,000 Eurovision fans, along with tens of thousands of pro-Palestinian protesters. Israel is a Eurovision participant, and demonstrations are planned on Thursday and Saturday against the Israel-Hamas war, which has left almost 35,000 Palestinians dead.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel's government warned its citizens of a "tangible concern" Israelis could be targeted for attack in Malmo during the contest.
Organizers told Israel to change the lyrics of its entry, originally titled "October Rain" in apparent reference to Hamas' cross-border Oct. 7 attack that killed some 1,200 Israelis and triggered the war. The song was renamed "Hurricane" and Israeli singer Eden Golan was allowed to remain in the contest.

    


Jean Philip De Tender, deputy director-general of Eurovision organizer the European Broadcasting Union, told Sky News that banning Israel "would have been a political decision, and as such (one) which we cannot take."
Police from across Sweden have been drafted in for Eurovision week, along with reinforcements from neighboring Denmark and Norway.
Sweden's official terrorism threat level remains "high," the second-highest rung on a five-point scale, after a string of public desecrations of the Quran last year sparked angry demonstrations across Muslim countries and threats from militant groups. The desecrations were not related to the music event.
Eurovision's motto is "United by Music," but national rifts and political divisions often cloud the contest despite organizers' efforts to keep politics out.
Flags and signs are banned, apart from participants' national flags and the rainbow pride flag. That means Palestinian flags will be barred inside the Malmo Arena contest venue.
Some musicians seem determined to make a point. Eric Saade, a former Swedish Eurovision contestant who performed as part of Tuesday's show, had a keffiyeh, a headscarf associated with the Palestinian cause, tied around his wrist as he sang.

    


Afterwards, organizers said in a statement that "we regret that Eric Saade chose to compromise the non-political nature of the event."
Performers are feeling political pressure, with some saying they have been inundated with messages on social media urging them to boycott the event.
"I am being accused, if I don't boycott Eurovision, of being an accomplice to genocide in Gaza," Germany's contestant, Isaak, said in an interview published by broadcaster ZDF. He said he did not agree.
"We are meeting up to make music, and when we start shutting people out categorically, there will be fewer and fewer of us," he said. "At some point there won't be an event anymore."
One person who knows how Eurovision unity can collide with bitter reality is singer Manizha Sangin, who represented Russia at the contest in 2021. The country was expelled the following year over its invasion of Ukraine.

    


Manizha, who performs under her first name, spoke out against the war. As a result, her performances were canceled in Russia and her music banned from public spaces. The singer remains in Russia but has found it all but impossible to work.
"People are afraid to work with me here because they're afraid to have consequences after, problems after that," she said.
Despite the difficulties, Manizha has recorded a single, "Candlelight," which she is releasing on Wednesday as "a message of hope."
"Music cannot stop war," she said. But "what music can do is inspire people."
Manizha thinks Russia will one day return to the Eurovision fold - but not soon.
"Maybe next generation," she said. "But for now, relationships are too complicated. And then that makes me sad, you know, because that's why people are not hearing each other. Because we are separated from each other. And the thing, is music should unite."
___
An earlier version of this story misspelled the name of singer Bambie Thug.
___
Lawless reported from London. Associated Press writers Stephen Graham in Berlin, Hilary Fox in London and Jan M. Olsen in Copenhagen contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eurovision-song-contest-semifinal-gaza-protests-21a750c85dade5e3955152fd408b914a
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    [image: Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, holds a photo of her son during a news conference regarding his death, with Attorney Ben Crump, right, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: CORRECTS NAME: Family members wipe away the tears of Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, as she holds a photo of her son during a news conference with Attorney Ben Crump, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, holds a photo of her son during a news conference regarding his death, along with family and Attorney Ben Crump, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Attorney Ben Crump walks with Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, as they arrive for a news conference about his death, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, speaks about her son during a news conference regarding his death, with Attorney Ben Crump, right, and attorney Brian Barr, far right. Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: This photo provided by the U.S. Air Force, shows Senior Airman Roger Fortson in a Dec. 24, 2019, photo. The Air Force says the airman supporting its Special Operations Wing at Hurlburt Field, Fla., was shot and killed on May 3, 2024, during an incident involving the Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office. (U.S. Air Force via AP)]
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[image: CORRECTS NAME: Family members wipe away the tears of Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, as she holds a photo of her son during a news conference with Attorney Ben Crump, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, holds a photo of her son during a news conference regarding his death, along with family and Attorney Ben Crump, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Attorney Ben Crump walks with Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, as they arrive for a news conference about his death, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, speaks about her son during a news conference regarding his death, with Attorney Ben Crump, right, and attorney Brian Barr, far right. Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Attorney Ben Crump walks with Chantimekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Navy airman, as they leave a news conference about his death, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment on May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: This photo provided by the U.S. Air Force, shows Senior Airman Roger Fortson in a Dec. 24, 2019, photo. The Air Force says the airman supporting its Special Operations Wing at Hurlburt Field, Fla., was shot and killed on May 3, 2024, during an incident involving the Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office. (U.S. Air Force via AP)]
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                                        FORT WALTON BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- The family of a Black U.S. Air Force airman who was fatally shot by deputies who burst into his apartment in the Florida Panhandle said Thursday that they want to correct a false narrative put forth by authorities about the encounter that led to his death.
The family of Senior Airmen Roger Fortson planned to view body camera video later in the day. Civil rights attorney Ben Crump, who is representing the family, said Fortson did not know it was sheriff's deputies who were breaking into his apartment -- "his castle" -- and that he grabbed his "legally owned firearm" to protect himself.
Fortson's mother, Chantemekki Fortson, walked into a news conference with Crump holding a framed portrait of her son in his dress uniform. She burst into tears as Crump spoke about her son's death inside his apartment in Fort Walton Beach. 

    


"My baby was shot up," she said.
The Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office planned to hold a news conference later Thursday afternoon. It has declined to identify the responding deputies or their races. Officials have said the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and the local State Attorney's Office will investigate the shooting.




Crump said deputies responding to a disturbance call burst into the wrong unit and fatally shot Fortson when they saw he had a gun. He said Fortson had grabbed his gun because he heard someone outside his apartment, got no response when he asked who was there and discovered the peephole on his door was blocked.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"For whatever reason, they thought he was a bad guy, but he was a good guy. He was a great guy. He was an exceptional guy," Crump said. "They took a patriot from us."
Crump, a noted civil rights attorney, called the shooting "an unjustifiable killing" and said the sheriff's office needed to own up to it instead of maintaining that deputies were acting in self-defense.

    


"He was just in his apartment, minding his businesses," Crump said. "They could have made sure they were at the right apartment. They had a duty to make sure they were at the right apartment before they busted in the door."
The Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office has not responded to an email or voicemail from The Associated Press seeking comment about Crump's account. In a statement last week, the office said a deputy responding to a call of a disturbance in progress at the apartment complex reacted in self-defense after encountering an armed man. The office did not offer details on what kind of disturbance deputies were responding to or who called them.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Attorney, family of Black airman fatally shot by Florida deputies want a transparent investigation
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports on developments in the police shooting of a Black Air Force special missions aviator.

    

Crump said Fortson, originally from Atlanta, was shot six times and died at a hospital. The deputy who shot him was placed on administrative leave pending an investigation.
Fortson had constitutional rights to have the firearm and against unreasonable searches by the police, Crump said. He led family members and other attorneys in a chant of, "Clear Roger's name." 
"Any law-abiding citizens who feel they have a right to the Fourth Amendment and the Second Amendment, they should be troubled by this," Crump said.

    


Crump said Fortson had always wanted to join the U.S. Air Force and enlisted after graduating high school. He was based at the Special Operations Wing at Hurlburt Field. As a special missions aviator, one of his roles was to load the gunship's cannons during missions. 
"He was living his dream. By doing so, he was going to make it better for his mother and siblings so they could have a better chance at the American dream," Crump said.
Fortson was talking to his girlfriend, who hasn't yet been identified, on FaceTime when deputies burst into his apartment on May 3, Crump added.
Without her, his family wouldn't have known what happened, he said. The girlfriend notified his mother, who drove to Fort Walton Beach to find out that her son was dead.
At the hospital, deputies approached Chantemekki Fortson, and she told them, "'You guys have killed my baby. Just take me to my baby please. I just want to see my child,'" she recounted at the news conference.
"They had taken my gift," she said. "My heart is bleeding, and they wanted to talk to me. They told me the investigation was ongoing," she said.

    


FDLE spokeswoman Gretl Plessinger told The Associated Press on Wednesday that it is unlikely the agency will have any further comment until the investigation is complete.
Crump, based in Tallahassee, Florida, has been involved in multiple high-profile law enforcement shooting cases involving Black people, including those of Ahmaud Arbery, Trayvon Martin, Tyre Nichols, George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, who was also killed in her home during a no-knock police raid that targeted her ex-boyfriend in 2020.
Fortson's death draws striking similarities to other Black people killed in recent years by police in their homes, in circumstances that involved officers responding to the wrong address or responding to service calls with wanton uses of deadly force.

    


In 2018, a white former Dallas police officer fatally shot Botham Jean, who was unarmed, after mistaking his apartment for her own. Amber Guyger, the former officer, was convicted of murder and was sentenced to 10 years in prison.
In 2019, a white former Fort Worth, Texas, officer fatally shot Atatiana Jefferson through a rear window of her home after responding to a nonemergency call reporting that Jefferson's front door was open. Aaron Dean, the former officer, was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to nearly 12 years in prison.
Crump represented families in both cases as part of his effort to force accountability for the killings of Black people at the hands of police.
In November 2023, an Okaloosa County Sheriff's deputy mistook the sound of an acorn hitting his patrol vehicle for a gunshot and fired multiple times at the SUV where a handcuffed Black man was sitting in the backseat. Sheriff's officials said the man, who was being questioned about stealing his girlfriend's car, was not injured. He was taken into custody, but released without being charged. The officer who initiated the shooting resigned.
___
Schneider reported from Orlando, Fla.
___
The spelling of the name of Fortson's mother has been corrected to Chantemekki instead of Chantimekki.
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World Food Prize goes to 2 who helped protect vital seeds in an Arctic Circle vault

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo released by the World Food Prize Foundation, Cary Fowler, left, and Geoffrey Hawtin are shown Feb. 24, 2014, at the Svalbard Global Seed Vault in Norway. On Thursday, May 9, 2024, Fowler and Hawtin were awarded the World Food Prize because of their key roles in creating the seed vault, which now holds 1.25 million seed samples from almost every country in the world. Seeds vaults are important to ensuring the viability of agricultural crops, especially amid a changing climate. (World Food Prize Foundation via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    In this photo released by the World Food Prize Foundation, Cary Fowler, left, and Geoffrey Hawtin are shown Feb. 24, 2014, at the Svalbard Global Seed Vault in Norway. On Thursday, May 9, 2024, Fowler and Hawtin were awarded the World Food Prize because of their key roles in creating the seed vault, which now holds 1.25 million seed samples from almost every country in the world. Seeds vaults are important to ensuring the viability of agricultural crops, especially amid a changing climate. (World Food Prize Foundation via AP)
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- Two men who were instrumental in the "craziest idea anyone ever had" of creating a global seed vault designed to safeguard the world's agricultural diversity will be honored as the 2024 World Food Prize laureates, officials announced Thursday in Washington.
Cary Fowler, the U.S. special envoy for Global Food Security, and Geoffrey Hawtin, an agricultural scientist from the United Kingdom and executive board member at the Global Crop Diversity Trust, will be awarded the annual prize this fall in Des Moines, Iowa, where the food prize foundation is based. They will split a $500,000 award.
The winners of the prize were named at the State Department, where Secretary or State Antony Blinken lauded the men for their "critical role in preserving crop diversity" at seed banks around the world and at a global seed vault, which now protects over 6,000 varieties of crops and culturally important plants.

    


Fowler and Hawtin were leaders in effort starting about 2004 to build a back-up vault of the world's crop seeds at a spot where it could be safe from political upheaval and environmental changes. A location was chosen on a Norwegian island in the Arctic Circle where temperatures could ensure seeds could be kept safe in a facility built into the side of a mountain.




The Svalbard Global Seed Vault opened in 2008 and now holds 1.25 million seed samples from nearly every country in the world.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fowler, who first proposed establishing the seed vault in Norway, said his idea initially was met by puzzlement by the leaders of seed banks in some countries.
"To a lot of people today, it sounds like a perfectly reasonable thing to do. It's a valuable natural resource and you want to offer robust protection for it," he said in an interview from Saudi Arabia. "Fifteen years ago, shipping a lot of seeds to the closest place to the North Pole that you can fly into, putting them inside a mountain -- that's the craziest idea anybody ever had."

    


Hundreds of smaller seed banks have existed in other countries for many decades, but Fowler said he was motivated by a concern that climate change would throw agriculture into turmoil, making a plentiful seed supply even more essential.
Hawtin said that there were plenty of existing crop threats, such as insects, diseases and land degradation, but that climate change heightened the need for a secure, backup seed vault. In part, that's because climate change has the potential of making those earlier problems even worse.
"You end up with an entirely new spectrum of pests and diseases under different climate regimes," Hawtin said in an interview from southwest England. "Climate change is putting a whole lot of extra problems on what has always been significant ones."
Fowler and Hawtin said they hope their selection as World Food Prize laureates will enable them push for hundreds of millions of dollars in additional funding of seed bank endowments around the world. Maintaining those operations is relatively cheap, especially when considering how essential they are to ensuring a plentiful food supply, but the funding needs continue forever.

    


"This is really a chance to get that message out and say, look, this relatively small amount of money is our insurance policy, our insurance policy that we're going to be able to feed the world in 50 years," Hawtin said.
The World Food Prize was founded by Norman Borlaug, who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970 for his part in the Green Revolution, which dramatically increased crop yields and reduced the threat of starvation in many countries. The food prize will be awarded at the annual Norman E. Borlaug International Dialogue, held Oct. 29-31 in Des Moines.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/world-food-prize-seed-vault-2fc37ea32fca3f0a86d0ca1c7ea00420



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What is a tornado emergency and how is it different from a warning or a watch?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Seth Borenstein with The Associated Press explains the differences between tornado watches, warnings and emergencies.
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    [image: A storm damaged mobile home is surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)]
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[image: A storm damaged mobile home rests in the street at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)]
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[image: Debris is seen from a damaged FedEx facility after a tornado in Portage, Mich., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (Brad Devereaux/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)]
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[image: Storm damaged mobile homes are surrounded by debris at Pavilion Estates mobile home park just east of Kalamazoo, Mich. Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A tornado ripped through the area the evening of May 7. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- The first-ever tornado emergency in Michigan was issued Tuesday, one of many called across the country in recent weeks as severe weather tears through states in the Plains and Midwest. As massive storms barrel East, homes and property have been destroyed and thousands of people have gone without power.
The National Weather Service called an emergency for areas of Michigan on Tuesday evening amid forecasts of a damaging tornado and hail. At the time, other spots in Michigan and portions of Illinois, Kentucky and Missouri were also under a tornado watch. Tuesday's severe weather followed an ugly twister that battered a small Oklahoma town and killed at least one person a day earlier.
Tornado emergencies were also called in Nebraska and Iowa late last month. During those storms, tornadoes flattened homes in suburban Omaha, Nebraska, and northeast, a small city of Minden, Iowa, also sustained damage.

    


Tuesday marked the 6th emergency issued in the U.S. this year. There were 15 issued in 2023.
Here's what to know about a tornado emergency:
WHAT IS A TORNADO EMERGENCY?
A tornado emergency is the weather service's highest alert level. One is issued when a few criteria are met during a rare weather situation.




"Language like that gets people out of their chairs and into basements and storm shelters," said Kevin Laws, a National Weather Service science and operations officer in Birmingham, Alabama. "It spurs a different kind of reaction and action that you need to really save your life in those kind of events."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There has to be an imminent or ongoing severe threat to human life and catastrophic damage. A damaging tornado also has to be confirmed visually or with radar imagery.
"You generally reserve that designation for the worst of the worst," Laws said.
HOW IS IT DIFFERENT FROM A TORNADO WATCH OR WARNING?
When the NWS Storm Prediction Center issues a tornado watch for an area, it means tornado development is possible and people in the area should be prepared to respond quickly if a warning gets issued. It's a "heads up," Laws said, roughly up to 10 hours in advance of the storm.

    


The watch area typically covers a lot of ground, such as several counties or even multiple states, the weather service said.
When a tornado warning is issued by local forecast offices, the weather radar indicates a tornado is coming, or it's been seen already. People in the area need to act because there is "imminent danger to life and property," according to the NWS. This could mean moving to a substantial shelter on the lowest floor possible, and quickly avoiding windows.
Warnings typically encompass a much smaller area, such as the size of a city or small county, that may be hit by a tornado.
WHEN WAS THE FIRST EMERGENCY ISSUED?
The tornado emergency designation first came about when a large and destructive tornado hit Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on May 3, 1999, per the weather service.
It was called because the storm was expected to be too severe for the tornado warning, already in effect, to be considered sufficient language to alert people.
The "emergency" name was not yet formalized, but was used again during a storm impacting Greensburg, Kansas, on May 4, 2007.

    


Five tornado emergencies were issued in Tennessee and Alabama during the Super Tuesday tornado outbreak on February 5, 2008, according to the weather service. When one wasn't issued in Arkansas during similarly dangerous weather, the designation was codified and became recognized officially.
According to Laws, 296 emergencies have been called since 1999 (both before and after the designation was formalized).
WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF A TORNADO EMERGENCY IS ISSUED IN YOUR AREA?
People should call friends and family to ensure loved ones are keeping watch on the weather.
"Don't ever try to get in the car and outrun it... You need to shelter in place," Laws said. "You've got to have a plan ahead of time.
"Don't wait until that last ten minutes, because you feel panicked and you don't know where the tornado is and where it's coming from."
___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate solutions reporter. Follow her on X: @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                                        TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) -- Arizona State University officials say a postdoctoral research scholar remains on leave as the school investigates his videotaped confrontation with a hijab-wearing woman at a pro-Israel rally last weekend.
Sunday's event was held near the university's Tempe campus and attended by Jonathan Yudelman, a scholar at ASU's School of Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership.
Yudelman was identified on multiple social media platforms as being in a brief cellphone video that shows him arguing and cursing at the unidentified woman who appeared to be a Muslim wearing a tan-colored head scarf.
"I'm literally in your face. That's right," Yudelman tells the woman, who is seen in the video backing away as he repeatedly advances toward her.
After the woman tells Yudelman that he's disrespecting her religious boundaries, he replies "you disrespect my sense of humanity" and adds a profanity.

    


The Arizona chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations has called for the university to fire Yudelman.
A statement posted Wednesday on the school's media relations webpage said Yudelman was placed on leave Monday pending the outcome of an investigation into the video. It also said he's not permitted to go on campus, teach classes or interact with students or employees.




"The current investigation is being conducted consistent with the university's procedures for employee discipline," the statement added. "Arizona State University protects freedom of speech and expression but does not tolerate threatening or violent behavior. While peaceful protest is welcome, all incidents of violent or threatening behavior will be addressed."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

University officials said they referred the matter to the Tempe Police Department for a criminal investigation since it took place on a city sidewalk.
Yudelman hasn't replied to several emails this week seeking comment on his situation.

    


He was interviewed by Phoenix television station KPNX before the confrontation and decried what he described as "Jewish students being intimidated."
In the interview, Yudelman also described pro-Palestinian protests at universities across the country as "campuses being taken over by supporters of terrorism."
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    [image: A Family Fare store is shown in Midland, Mich., Thursday, May 9, 2024. Contractors curious about an extension cord on the roof of a Michigan grocery store made a startling discovery: A 34-year-old woman was living inside the business sign, with enough space for a computer, printer and coffee maker, police said. (Dave Clark/Midland Daily News via AP)]
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                                        Contractors curious about an extension cord on the roof of a Michigan grocery store made a startling discovery: A 34-year-old woman was living inside the business sign, with enough space for a computer, printer and coffee maker, police said.
"She was homeless," Officer Brennon Warren of the Midland Police Department said Thursday. "It's a story that makes you scratch your head, just somebody living up in a sign."
The woman, whose name was not released, told police she had a job elsewhere but had been living inside the Family Fare sign for roughly a year, Warren said. She was found April 23.
Midland, best known as the global home of Dow Inc., is 130 miles (209 kilometers) north of Detroit.
The Family Fare store is in a retail strip with a triangle-shaped sign at the top of the building. The sign structure, probably 5 feet (1.5 meter) wide and 8 feet (2.4 meters) high, has a door and is accessible from the roof, Warren said.

    


"There was some flooring that was laid down. A mini desk," he said. "Her clothing. A Keurig coffee maker. A printer and a computer -- things you'd have in your home."
The woman was able to get electricity through a power cord plugged into an outlet on the roof, Warren said.




There was no sign of a ladder. Warren said it's possible the woman made her way to the roof by climbing up elsewhere behind the store or other retail businesses.
"I honestly don't know how she was getting up there. She didn't indicate, either," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A spokesperson for SpartanNash, the parent company of Family Fare, said store employees responded "with the utmost compassion and professionalism."
"Ensuring there is ample safe, affordable housing continues to be a widespread issue nationwide that our community needs to partner in solving," Adrienne Chance said, declining further comment.
Warren said the woman was cooperative and quickly agreed to leave. No charges were pursued.

    


"We provided her with some information about services in the area," the officer said. "She apologized and continued on her way. Where she went from there, I don't know."
The director of a local nonprofit that provides food and shelter assistance said Midland -- which has a population 42,000 -- needs more housing for low-income residents. 
"From someone who works with the homeless, part of me acknowledges she was really resourceful," said Saralyn Temple of Midland's Open Door. "Obviously, we don't want people resorting to illegal activity to find housing. There are much better options."
___
Follow Ed White on X at https://twitter.com/edwritez
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    [image: FILE - A 1965 Chevrolet Malibu is displayed at the company's booth during Guangzhou 2013 Auto Show in China's southern city of Guangzhou, Nov. 21, 2013. The Malibu, the last midsize car made by a Detroit automaker, is heading for the junkyard. General Motors confirmed Thursday, May 9, 2024, that it will stop making the car introduced in 1964 as the company focuses more on electric vehicles. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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[image: FILE - The 2016 Chevrolet Malibu Hybrid is introduced at the New York International Auto Show, April 1, 2015. The Malibu, the last midsize car made by a Detroit automaker, is heading for the junkyard. General Motors confirmed Thursday, May 9, 2024, that it will stop making the car introduced in 1964 as the company focuses more on electric vehicles. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)]
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[image: FILE - A Chevrolet logo is shown at the North American International Auto Show in Detroit, Sept. 13, 2023. The Chevrolet Malibu, the last midsize car made by a Detroit automaker, is heading for the junkyard. General Motors confirmed Thursday, May 9, 2024, that it will stop making the car introduced in 1964 as the company focuses more on electric vehicles. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, file)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- The Chevrolet Malibu, the last midsize car made by a Detroit automaker, is heading for the junkyard.
General Motors confirmed Thursday that it will stop making the car introduced in 1964 as the company focuses more on electric vehicles.
The midsize sedan was once the top-selling segment in the U.S., a stalwart of family garages nationwide. But its sales started to decline in the early 2000s as the SUV became more prominent and pickup truck sales grew.
Now the U.S. auto market is dominated by SUVs and trucks. Full-size pickups from Ford, Chevrolet and Ram are the top selling vehicles in America, and the top-selling non pickup is Toyota's RAV4 small SUV.
Last year midsize cars made up only 8% of U.S. new vehicle sales, but it was 22% as recently as 2007, according to Motorintelligence.com. Still, Americans bought 1.3 million of the cars last year in a segment dominated by the Toyota Camry and Honda Accord.

    


GM sold just over 130,000 Malibus last year, 8.5% fewer than in 2022. Sales rose to nearly 230,000 after a redesign for the 2016 model year, but much of those were at low profits to rental car companies.




But the midsize car segment made a bit of a comeback last year with sales up almost 5%.
GM said it sold over 10 million Malibus, making nine generations since its debut. 
GM's factory in Kansas City, Kansas, which now makes the Malibu and the Cadillac XT4 small SUV, will stop making the Malibu in November and the XT4 in January. The plant will get a $390 million retooling to make a new version of the Chevrolet Bolt small electric car. 
The plant will begin producing the Bolt and XT4 on the same assembly line in late 2025, giving the plant the flexibility to respond to customer demands, the company said.
The Wall Street Journal reported the demise of the Malibu on Wednesday. 
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Colorado woman tried to steal a pickup, but couldn't handle the stick shift, police said
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                                        BOULDER, Colo. (AP) -- A Colorado woman's attempt to steal a pickup truck -- shortly after she was released from jail on a car theft charge -- was thwarted not by officers, nor the truck's owners, but by her inability to drive a stick shift, Boulder Police said.
The woman had been released from jail on May 3 after being accused of stealing a car a day earlier, and walked down the road until she spotted a pickup truck with the keys inside. She then started the pickup, but apparently discovered she couldn't manage the manual transmission, so she got out and walked away, leaving the truck to roll forward and strike a fire hydrant, police said.
The woman was arrested and now has a May 30 court date on new charges of motor vehicle theft, careless driving, driving without a license and failing to report the crash. The truck was returned to its owner, police said.
Police titled a social media post about the case "Stick Shift FTW," which is an acronym for "for the win."
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Stock market today: Wall Street drifts higher as S&P 500 pulls back within 1% of its record
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are drifting higher on a quiet Thursday following two straight days where indexes barely budged.
The S&P 500 was up 0.3% in afternoon trading. It's pulled back within 1% of its record following a rough April.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 185 points, or 0.5%, as of 12:49 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 0.3% higher. 
A report showing a pickup in layoffs helped keep the market steady. The number of workers applying for unemployment benefits rose by more last week than economists expected, though it remains relatively low compared with history.
That could be a sign the economy can pull off a hoped-for balancing act of staying solid enough to avoid a bad recession, but not so strong that it puts upward pressure on inflation. Treasury yields erased earlier gains immediately after the report's release, indicating expectations for it to encourage the Federal Reserve to deliver long-sought cuts to interest rates.

    


Elsewhere on Wall Street, some stocks swung sharply following their latest earnings reports.
Equinix jumped 12% after reporting stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. The company, which runs data centers around the world, also said that an independent investigation led by its board found no accounting inconsistencies or errors that would require financial restatements. An investment firm earlier had accused it of "major accounting manipulation."




Yeti Holdings rose 10.9% after reporting better profit for the latest quarter than expected thanks to stronger sales for its drinkware and coolers and equipment. It also raised its forecast for full-year earnings per share. Like several other companies, it's plowing cash into buying back its own stock, which boosts per-share profit for existing investors. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cheesecake Factory gained 8% after topping expectations for profit. The results were encouraging following some recent warnings by big food and drink companies about how much pressure their lower-income customers are feeling. 

    


Airbnb sank 6.5% despite also topping expectations for profit and revenue. It gave a forecasted range for revenue in the current quarter whose midpoint fell short of analysts'. It said an earlier Easter pulled more of its business this year into the first quarter from the second quarter.
Beyond Meat, the maker of plant-based meat substitutes, fell 13.8% after it posted a much worse loss than analysts expected as demand continued to crater.
In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury edged down to 4.48% from 4.50% late Wednesday. The two-year yield, which more closely tracks expectations for the Fed, slipped to 4.82% from 4.84% late Wednesday.
Treasury yields have largely been easing since Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell said last week that the central bank remains closer to cutting its main interest rate than hiking it, despite a string of stubbornly high readings on inflation this year. A cooler-than-expected jobs report on Friday, meanwhile, suggested the U.S. economy could pull off the delicate balancing act and avoids getting too cold or too hot.

    


In stock markets abroad, indexes rose in London and other markets in Europe after the Bank of England hinted it may soon cut its key interest rate from a 16-year high.
In Asia, indexes were mixed. They climbed 1.2% in Hong Kong and 0.8% in Shanghai after China reported its exports rose 1.5% in April from a year earlier, while imports jumped 8.4%. The renewed growth suggests a stronger recovery in demand than earlier data had suggested.
___
AP Writers Matt Ott and Zimo Zhong contributed. 
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Ohio attorney general warns student protesters in masks could face felony charges under anti-KKK law

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost speaks during an election night watch party, Nov. 8, 2022, in Columbus, Ohio. Ohio's top lawyer has advised the state's public universities that a law written to deter Ku Klux Klan demonstrations could be used to impose felony charges on students who wear face coverings while protesting the war in Gaza. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete, File)]
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Ohio's top lawyer has advised the state's public universities that a law written to deter Ku Klux Klan demonstrations could be used to impose felony charges on students who wear face coverings while protesting the war in Gaza.
In a letter sent Monday, after weeks of pro-Palestinian campus protests around the country, Republican Attorney General Dave Yost advised the presidents of Ohio's 14 public, four-year universities -- which his office represents -- to forewarn students about the 1953 law. 
"In our society, there are few more significant career-wreckers than a felony charge," the letter said. "I write to you today to inform your student bodies of an Ohio law that, in the context of some behavior during the recent pro-Palestinian protests, could have that effect."
The law is contained in a single sentence: "No person shall unite with two or more others to commit a misdemeanor while wearing white caps, masks, or other disguise." Violating this "anti-disguise" law is punishable by a fourth-degree felony charge, up to $5,000 in fines and five years on community control, Yost wrote.

    


Protesters around the U.S. and the world have increasingly taken steps to remain anonymous by wearing a combination of head and face coverings, in a world where facial-recognition software can easily lead to negative repercussions. Not all do so to hide their identities, however. Some wear religious hijabs or medical masks used to prevent exposure to COVID-19, or as a political statement on the virus' ongoing impacts. 




Yost, a fourth-term state official who is considering a run for governor in 2026, wrote that students should protest "within the bounds of the law," not commit crimes, not use the First Amendment as "a sword against fellow students," and "own their advocacy and avoid wearing masks."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among Ohio's 34 public universities are Kent State, whose name is synonymous with clashes between Vietnam War protesters and National Guard members that left four dead in 1970, and Ohio State -- a site of several protests in recent weeks where dozens have been arrested, most for criminal trespass. 

    


Ohio State spokesperson Ben Johnson said the university had received Yost's letter and was reviewing it. In a March 6 letter, Yost had told President Ted Carter that Ohio law prevents the university from divesting its interests in Israeli assets, one of the calls of protesters. 
Kent State and several other universities contacted by The Associated Press had no immediate comment. Nor did the Inter-University Council, which represents universities' interests, or the American Civil Liberties Union.
Bethany McCorkle, a spokesperson for Yost's office, said the letter regarding the "disguise law" was not a response to any specific request for legal advice by the universities.
"The letter was proactive guidance to universities that he is counsel for to make sure no one becomes an unintentional felon," she said in a text message. 
___
This story was first published on May 8, 2024. It was updated on May 9, 2024, to correct the number of public, four-year universities. It is 14, not 34.
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Karl-Anthony Towns of the Timberwolves receives the NBA's social justice award

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Minnesota Timberwolves center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) turns back on defense after hitting a basket in the first half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the Denver Nuggets, Monday, May 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Minnesota's Karl-Anthony Towns was named the recipient of the NBA 's social justice award on Thursday.
Towns was one of five finalists for the Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Trophy, which was created in 2021 to honor a player for pursuit of social justice while upholding the values of equality, respect and inclusion. The other finalists were Miami's Bam Adebayo, New Orleans' C.J. McCollum, Oklahoma City's Lindy Waters III and the Los Angeles Clippers' Russell Westbrook.
All 30 teams nominate one player for the award, which was chosen by a committee led by the Hall of Fame member Abdul-Jabbar, league executives and social justice leaders.
Towns has been an advocate for expanding voter rights in Minnesota to include formerly incarcerated individuals, among other causes.
The Timberwolves have had quite the award haul this month, with Rudy Gobert named Defensive Player of the Year, Naz Reid getting Sixth Man of the Year, and Mike Conley winning Teammate of the Year.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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Judge orders community service, fine for North Dakota lawmaker tied to building controversy
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    [image: North Dakota Republican state Rep. Jason Dockter, left, and his attorney, Lloyd Suhr, meet with others on the steps of the Burleigh County Courthouse in Bismarck, N.D., Thursday, May 9, 2024, after Dockter was sentenced to serve 250 hours of community service and pay a $2,500 fine after a jury convicted him of a misdemeanor in connection with a controversial state-leased building he has an ownership in. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- A North Dakota judge on Thursday ordered a state lawmaker to serve 250 hours of community service and pay a $2,500 fine after a jury convicted him of a misdemeanor in connection with a controversial state-leased building he has an ownership in.
State District Judge Bobbi Weiler also ordered Republican Rep. Jason Dockter, of Bismarck, to pay $325 in court fees, undergo fingerprinting and serve 360 days of unsupervised probation. She also granted him a deferred imposition, meaning the conviction will be taken off his record if he doesn't violate probation.
A jury on May 3 convicted Dockter of speculating or wagering on official action. The misdemeanor charge is punishable up to 360 days in jail and/or a $3,000 fine. Complaints to the state Ethics Commission led to Dockter's charging in December 2023. He pleaded not guilty.

    


Dockter, 50, is a co-owner of companies that own and worked on the building leased by the late Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem in 2020. The two were friends, but Dockter has denied any wrongdoing in the lease arrangement. The building drew scrutiny when Stenehjem's successor, Attorney General Drew Wrigley, disclosed a construction cost overrun of over $1 million incurred under Stenehjem. The overrun was an unpleasant surprise to state lawmakers, who raised concerns about trust and transparency.




A criminal complaint alleged that, as a member of the North Dakota House of Representatives, Dockter voted "on legislative bills appropriating money to pay for property he had acquired a pecuniary interest in," against state law and legislative rules.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prosecutor Ladd Erickson had recommended a one-year deferred imposition with $325 in court fees and fingerprinting. Defense attorney Lloyd Suhr agreed, citing Dockter's lack of criminal history and family and local ties, and saying he deserves to be treated as similar first-time misdemeanor offenders.

    


Dockter declined to comment regarding the sentence. The judge chastised him for that.
"The reason I wanted to hear something from you is I look at this as the citizens of North Dakota being the victims and being taken advantage of, and I didn't hear an apology from you to the citizens, and I'm a little disappointed in that," Weiler said.
The judge said, "I don't know how more direct and unique it gets," regarding the lease situation, a reference to a House rule that members shall disclose personal or private interests on bills that affect him or her "directly, individually, uniquely, and substantially," and may not vote without the House's consent.
"My biggest concern is you don't think it's substantial," Weiler said.
She granted the deferred imposition, but added the community service hours and fine as stipulations, based on the $250,000 she said he "made off the citizens of North Dakota" by voting on a two-year budget bill last year.
"I was trying to find a way to hopefully help you understand so that we're not seeing this again," Weiler said.
Dockter must fulfill the community service with the homeless community within six months, or about 10 hours a week, the judge said.

    


"Maybe you can see how the other side lives, Mr. Dockter," Weiler said.
"I'll take whatever it is you're giving me," Dockter told the judge after she asked if he had any questions.
Dockter did not immediately comment to reporters after the sentencing. Suhr said they planned to meet at his office and he would comment later in the day. Dockter met with loved ones on the courthouse steps afterward.
Republican House Majority Leader Mike Lefor has said he disagrees with the jury's verdict and plans to review the statute and rules involved.
On Wednesday, Lefor wrote to Republican Rep. Emily O'Brien, chair of the Legislative Audit and Fiscal Review Committee, in a letter "to direct the committee to study the legislative rules, ethics rules, state statutory provisions, and constitutional provisions relating to potential conflicts of interest by a public official."
Democratic House Minority Leader Zac Ista called on Dockter to resign after the verdict. Dockter has not said whether he will appeal or resign.
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Judge won't reconvene jury after disputed verdict in New Hampshire youth center abuse case

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Superior Court Justice Andrew Schulman conducts a bench hearing with lawyers during the trial for David Meehan at Rockingham Superior Court in Brentwood, N.H., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (David Lane/Union Leader via AP, Pool)]
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- The judge who oversaw a landmark trial over abuse at New Hampshire's youth detention center won't reconvene the jury but says he will consider other options to address the disputed $38 million verdict.
David Meehan, who alleged he was repeatedly raped, beaten and held in solitary confinement at the Youth Development Center in the 1990s, was awarded $18 million in compensatory damages and $20 million in enhanced damages on May 3. But the attorney general's office is seeking to reduce the award under a state law that allows claimants against the state to recover a maximum of $475,000 per "incident."
Meehan's lawyers asked Judge Andrew Schulman on Tuesday to reconvene and poll the jury, arguing that multiple emails they received from distraught jurors showed that they misunderstood a question on the verdict form about the number of incidents for which the state was liable. But Schulman said Wednesday that recalling the jury would be inappropriate given that jurors have been exposed to "intense publicity and criticism of their verdict."

    


"We are not going to get a new verdict from the same jury," he wrote in a brief order. "Regardless of what the jurors now think of their verdict, their testimony is not admissible to change it."




Jurors were unaware of the state law that caps damages at $475,000 per incident. When asked on the verdict form how many incidents they found Meehan had proven, they wrote "one," but one juror has since told Meehan's lawyers that they meant "'one' incident/case of complex PTSD, as the result of 100+ episodes of abuse (physical, sexual, and emotional) that he sustained at the hands of the State's neglect and abuse of their own power."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Schulman, who plans to elaborate in a longer order, acknowledged that "the finding of 'one incident' was contrary to the weight of the evidence," and said he would entertain motions to set aside the verdict or order a new trial. But he said a better option might be a practice described in a 1985 New Hampshire Supreme Court order. In that case, the court found that a trial judge could add damages to the original amount awarded by the jury if a defendant waives a new trial.

    


Meehan, 42, went to police in 2017 and sued the state three years later. Since then, 11 former state workers have been arrested and more than 1,100 other former residents of what is now called the Sununu Youth Services Center have filed lawsuits alleging physical, sexual and emotional abuse spanning six decades. Charges against one former worker, Frank Davis, were dropped Tuesday after the 82-year-old was found incompetent to stand trial.
Meehan's lawsuit was the first to go to trial. Over four weeks, his attorneys contended that the state encouraged a culture of abuse marked by pervasive brutality, corruption and a code of silence.
The state portrayed Meehan as a violent child, troublemaking teenager and delusional adult lying to get money. Defense attorneys also said the state was not liable for the conduct of rogue employees and that Meehan waited too long to sue.
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4 killed in yet another wrong-way highway crash in Connecticut
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                                        STRATFORD, Conn. (AP) -- A driver going the wrong way on Connecticut's Merritt Parkway crashed head-on into a minivan early Thursday, killing all four people in the vehicles and closing one side of the highway for nearly seven hours, state police said.
State police said an SUV was traveling northbound in the southbound lanes when it crashed into the minivan and burst into flames at about 1:45 a.m. in Stratford.
Television news video of the aftermath showed a minivan with its front end smashed in and a heavily damaged sport-utility vehicle lying on its side on the highway, also known as Route 15.
Concern is increasing in Connecticut about wrong-way highway crashes, nearly all of which are caused by drunken drivers, officials say. The state Department of Transportation has identified 200 off-ramps as "high risk," in part because of multiple ramps that meet at the same location.

    


State police said all three people in the minivan were killed -- men ages 65 and 80 and an 81-year-old woman, all from Easton, Connecticut. The SUV is registered to a Massachusetts resident and the medical examiner's office was working to identify the driver, who also died, authorities said.




There was a second accident as well: A state trooper responding to the scene collided with a vehicle that was stopped in the roadway with its lights off, as its driver tried to help people in the head-on crash. The trooper had minor injuries, state police said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state Department of Transportation reported 13 wrong-way crashes that killed 23 people in 2022. Preliminary data for 2023 shows five wrong-way accidents killed seven people, the DOT said. And this February, four people were killed in a wrong-way crash on Interstate 95 in West Haven.
State crews have been installing alert systems on highway ramps that flash bright red lights to drivers going the wrong way. Systems in some locations also alert state police and transportation officials.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/wrong-way-crash-connecticut-8940d42a4556d2b878003142356e3a60



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Despite numbers showing a healthy economy overall, lower-income spenders are showing the strain

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A woman pays with cash as she buys from a street vendor, Sept. 26, 2017 in New York. Despite numbers showing a healthy economy overall, lower-income spenders are showing the strain. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)]


    

    
        
            
                    A woman pays with cash as she buys from a street vendor, Sept. 26, 2017 in New York. Despite numbers showing a healthy economy overall, lower-income spenders are showing the strain. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By STAN CHOE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Cracks are showing in one of the main pillars keeping the economy out of a recession: resilient spending by U.S. households. 
Consumer goods giants from PepsiCo to Kraft Heinz have described recently how the combination of high inflation and higher interest rates is hurting their lower-income customers. 
It's the culmination of everything getting more expensive amid high inflation, even if it's not as bad as before, and the drag of higher interest rates because of more expensive credit-card and other payments. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Remarkably resilient spending by U.S. consumers overall has been one of the main reasons the economy has avoided a recession, at least so far. Capitulation at the lower end of the spectrum could be the first crack for the economy. 
"The lower income consumer in the U.S. is stretched," PepsiCo CEO Ramon Laguarta said late last month when reporting better profit than expected, and "is strategizing a lot to make their budgets get to the end of the month. And that's a consumer that is choosing what to buy, where to buy, and making a lot of choices."

    


At Tyson Foods, during a conference call to discuss its better-than-expected results for the latest quarter, one of the first questions asked by a Wall Street analyst was for executives of the company to describe how they see the state of the U.S. consumer.




"As you know, the consumer is under pressure, especially the lower income households," Chief Growth Officer Melanie Boulden said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She said the producer of beef, pork, chicken and prepared foods has seen customers shift away from fine dining and toward quick-service restaurants. It's also seen customers drop down from those not-as-expensive restaurants to eating more at home.
Kraft Heinz CEO Carlos Arturo Abrams-Rivera also said lower-income customers are pulling back from restaurants and convenience stores. That's even as higher-income earners buy more Kraft Heinz products because they're spending more on travel and entertainment.

    


At Mondelez International, Chief Financial Officer Luca Zaramella recently told analysts that U.S. sales of some products particularly popular with lower-income households have been weakening, such as Chips Ahoy cookies.
Much of the commentary recently has come from big food and drink companies, but several retailers will be joining them in upcoming weeks. Walmart, Dollar General and others will offer more evidence about how well or not lower-income Americans are faring.
Of course, it's not just the lowest-earning households bothered by higher prices for seemingly everything. 
"We're in an environment where the consumer is being price discriminating and, again, that's not just something that's low income," McDonald's CEO Chris Kempczinski said after reporting his company's latest quarterly results. "I think all consumers are looking for good value, for good affordability, and so we're focused on that action."
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Landowners oppose Wichita Falls proposal to dam river for a reservoir to support water needs
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                                        HENRIETTA, Texas (AP) -- One rancher said the proposed reservoir would cut through her property and flood areas of her ranch she needs to graze cattle. 
Another said it would flood ancestral lands that have been in his family since the 1880s. Another said his kid's childhood home, where many family memories were made, would be underwater.
They traveled to Austin last year, The Texas Tribune reported, to voice their opposition to a 16,000-acre reservoir that the city of Wichita Falls wants to build in Clay County, approximately 30 miles east of the city. 
City leaders have applied for a state permit, arguing that building Lake Ringgold is vital to help the city avoid running out of water during droughts, which climate change has made more common and more intense.
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, the state's environmental agency, will vote on the city's permit on Friday. 

    


If the city is granted the state water rights permit from TCEQ, it would next need to apply for a permit with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; the city needs both a state permit and a federal permit for the project.


The seeds for the Lake Ringgold plan began about three years after Russell Schreiber took a job as the director of public works for Wichita Falls in 2008. 
A severe drought struck the area in 2010 and lingered for years, nearly draining the city's two reservoirs: Lake Kickapoo and Lake Arrowhead. Schreiber faced the nearly impossible task of finding water during one of the worst droughts to ever hit North Texas.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was very devastating," Schreiber said, remembering how Lake Arrowhead, the city's primary water reservoir, and its other reservoirs came close to drying up.
When Wichita Falls hit a Stage 5 drought, the highest of the stages that's considered a "drought catastrophe," the city issued water restrictions banning all nonessential water use like refilling swimming pools, using sprinkler systems and washing cars.

    


From July 2014 to July 2015, the city tried something new: direct potable reuse, a water recycling process that purifies waste and sewer water using a filtration system. The system allows the filtered water to be immediately used as drinking water.
Schreiber said at the time the city exhausted nearly every option to reduce water use, and managed to reduce the demand on the two reservoirs by 75%. But it wasn't enough, and the reservoirs reached an all-time low of 20% of capacity.
This prompted city officials to dust off plans for a new reservoir that's been considered since the 1950s.
"We're the only water supply for the whole North Texas region," Schreiber said, referring to nearby communities like Olney, Burkburnett, Electra and a dozen others that get water from the same reservoirs. "And it's our job to ensure that there's adequate supply for this region."
After the drought finally ended in 2017, the city applied for a water rights permit with the state to build the Lake Ringgold reservoir.
The reservoir would be formed by building a dam on the Little Wichita River approximately half a mile upstream from its confluence with the Red River and downstream from Lake Kickapoo and Lake Arrowhead.

    


The reservoir would cost $443 million to build and could hold 65,000 acre-feet of water per year. (An acre-foot of water is enough to cover one acre to a depth of one foot.)
The city would need 24,000 acres of land for the reservoir site, which includes the lake, pump station facilities and transmission line to send water to treatment facilities in Wichita Falls. 
The city owns approximately 6,662 acres of the land needed for the reservoir, but would still need to acquire the remaining land through purchase or eminent domain. 
Opponents of the project say it would force more than 25 Texas ranching families to sell all or part of the land.
On Monday, the Little Wichita River's current was aggressive. Much of Texas had experienced heavy rainfall the week prior, and the river's waters ran red with sediment, surrounded by green bushes and trees. 
Swallows, a common songbird in the area, glided from underneath a bridge to the trees and back.

    


Less than 5 miles away, Deborah Clark, a cattle rancher in Clay County, said a portion of her land would be seized through eminent domain if the project is approved. 
Clark has spent decades raising cattle through regenerative agriculture, a practice that draws visitors to her ranch from around Texas to witness the dance between her livestock and the land as her herd of about 5,000 steers moves from one side of her 12,000-acre ranch to the other.
Clark says letting the cattle roam -- rather than letting them graze on a single parcel of land -- prevents them from putting too much stress on one area and promotes better overall soil health and diversity.
"We use the entire ranch, not just a little piece," she said.
In December, she spoke against the project during a seven-day contested case hearing before a state administrative judge in Austin, along with many other neighbors.

    


After the TCEQ issued a draft permit for Lake Ringgold in 2019, Clark and other local residents, along with environmental groups like the Texas Conservation Alliance, disputed that decision, which triggered the contested case hearing -- a formal legal proceeding where parties present evidence and arguments regarding a specific environmental permit application.
At the hearing, they argued that Lake Ringgold would harm agriculture in the area and force landowners to sell the city their land.
After the hearing, the judge recommended that the TCEQ deny the city's request to build Lake Ringgold, saying the project was too big for what the city's shrinking population needed.
While the city has projected a population increase to 120,000 by 2070, Wichita Falls' population has dropped from 104,000 to 102,000 since 2010, according to the latest U.S. Census.
About 15 minutes away from Clark's ranch, Shane Cody, 54, and his wife Casey, 51, stood in front of their country-style brick home with their dog Blue. 
It was a picturesque scene, the branches of two oak trees converging into an arc around them.
The couple has owned the 185 acres surrounding the house since 2005, but the land wasn't always this taken care of, according to Cody.
When they bought it to build their dream home -- something Cody had promised his wife when they married six years before -- the land was filled with mesquite trees, which are not great for cattle. Cody knew he had to remove them because the couple wanted to start a family cow/calf operation.
Cody bought an old bulldozer with a grubber and got to work. 
For two years, he spent evenings and weekends removing mesquite trees, brush, and roots. He also planted Bermuda grass.
"We put our blood, sweat and tears into this place," Cody said.
Cody taught their three boys to take care of cattle and hunt deer on the property. 
During the pandemic, when the world was in lockdown, he even installed a zip line behind the house.
"This is where the boys grew up and learned to be men," Cody said.
Cody said that now his work, livelihood and family memories tied to his home are at stake. In his office, he pulls out three manila folders from a filing cabinet, takes out a map of the proposed Lake Ringgold and lays it out on his desk. 
If Lake Ringgold is built, it could come within feet of the back door of their home, inundating his backyard and, he fears, possibly cutting off their only way to escape the property during a flood.
Less than 20 minutes away, Brent Durham, 61, rode his four-wheeler through waist-high native tallgrass prairie. 
His property, which is approximately 5,000 acres, is blooming with red Indian blanket, yellow common sunflower and pink Indian paintbrush. Scissor-tailed flycatchers soared across the vast land.
One of the reasons Durham moved to rural Clay County 12 years ago was to experience the wildlife in the area. He raises livestock like cows and sheep on his property.
Part of the land has been in his family since the 1880s. Durham still has the old deeds. His mother spent part of her life on the land and so did his great-grandmother.
If Lake Ringgold is approved, approximately half of his property would be underwater.
"That's why the lake is so sad. This entire pasture would be gone," Durham said. 
"I'm pretty sure (the city) could care less. They don't care, they're displacing all of us," according to Durham.
Durham has stage four colon cancer that has spread to his lung. He's been on and off chemotherapy since 2021. 
He said he doesn't have much longer to live, but he thinks of his teenage daughter who lives with him as well as his eldest son, who has a home on the property too.
"I'll be dead way before they construct the lake. But they want to stay here," he said.
He said the lake would ruin his ability to make a living through grazing livestock.
Meanwhile, back in the city, Schreiber, the public works director, defended the proposed reservoir project.
"If I've got two glasses of water half full sitting on the table, I've got a certain amount of water to use, right?" Schreiber said. "If I've got three glasses of water half full, I've got more water to use, right?
"That's the reason reservoirs are built," Schreiber added. "They're built to store floodwaters for use later. You dam up the river and you create an impoundment that stores that water for people to use at a later time."
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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Missouri's GOP Gov. Parson signs bill to kick Planned Parenthood off Medicaid

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Missouri's Republican Gov. Mike Parson signs a bill to block Medicaid payments for Planned Parenthood, Tuesday, May 9, 2024, in his Jefferson City, Mo., Capitol office. (AP Photo/Summer Ballentine)]
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri's Republican Gov. Mike Parson on Thursday signed legislation to once again try to kick Planned Parenthood out of the state's Medicaid program.
Parson's signature could mean Missouri joins a small band of states -- Arkansas, Mississippi, and Texas, according to Planned Parenthood -- to have successfully blocked Medicaid funding for the organization.
"Our administration has been the strongest pro-life administration in Missouri history," Parson said. "We've ended all elective abortions in this state, approved new support for mothers, expecting mothers, and children, and, with this bill, ensured that we are not sending taxpayer dollars to abortion providers for any purpose."
In Missouri, Republicans have tried for years to block Medicaid funding from going to Planned Parenthood clinics because of its association with abortion. That has continued even though Planned Parenthood no longer performs abortions in Missouri.

    


A state law prohibiting most abortions took effect after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned a nationwide right to abortion in June 2022.
Defunding efforts in the state have been repeatedly thwarted in the courts. A February Missouri Supreme Court ruling found that lawmakers' latest attempt at defunding Planned Parenthood was unconstitutional.




"This bill not only defies the ruling of Missouri's highest court but also flouts federal Medicaid law," the region's Planned Parenthood center said in a statement. "By denying Medicaid patients' right to receive health care from Planned Parenthood, politicians are directly obstructing access to much-needed health services, including birth control, cancer screenings, annual wellness exams, and STI testing and treatment."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Missouri Planned Parenthood plans to continue treating Medicaid patients at no cost, according to the organization.
Meanwhile, abortion-rights advocates last week turned in more than twice the needed number of signatures to put a proposal to legalize abortion on the Missouri ballot this year.
Republican Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft's office still needs to verify the signatures. But supporters have said they are confident they will qualify for the ballot.
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West Virginia trooper fatally shoots man who was stabbing another officer
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                                        HAMLIN, W.Va. (AP) -- A West Virginia state trooper fatally shot a man who was stabbing another trooper following a traffic stop, authorities said.
Three state troopers conducted the stop Wednesday in Lincoln County, and the driver, Harman Davis, 46, fled on foot into woods, state police said in a statement.
Trooper T.C. Hurley located Davis, and a struggle ensued. Davis used a knife to stab Hurley multiple times, the statement said. Trooper R.S. Clagg witnessed the attack and fired his weapon, striking and killing Davis, the statement said.
Hurley was taken to St. Mary's Hospital in Huntington, underwent surgery and is stable.
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Homeless encampment cleared from drug-plagued Philadelphia neighborhood
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Philadelphia police have cleared out a homeless encampment in a city neighborhood where drug use has been pervasive for years, but homeless advocates and others have raised concerns about how it was done.
The effort, which the city called an "encampment resolution," started around 7 a.m. Wednesday in the Kensington neighborhood and was completed by 10 a.m. People who lived there, along with their tents and other structures, were moved from the sidewalk along a two-block stretch.
City outreach workers had connected 55 encampment residents to housing services in the 30-day period leading up to the clearing, officials said, and four people had been connected to drug and alcohol treatment. It wasn't clear how many people had been living in the area that was cleared. 
The sweep was the most visible action that Mayor Cherelle Parker's administration has taken since she assumed the post in January, as it seeks to end the open-air drug market that has plagued the neighborhood.

    


City officials said the clearing was done without incident and no arrests were made, but advocates for the homeless and others questioned both the process and what would happen to the displaced residents. Officials had said the clearing would be led by outreach teams, but no city social service workers were on the scene when police began moving out residents.
In previous major encampment clearings in the neighborhood, police did not lead the operations, and outreach workers instead spent hours on the day of the eviction offering residents assistance, such as giving them rides to treatment and shelter sites and helping them store their possessions.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/philadelphia-kensington-homeless-encampment-e0abc1fb4977bd5c8a78753620095716



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US weekly jobless claims hit highest level since August of 2023, though job market is still hot

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A hiring sign is displayed at a restaurant in Glenview, Ill., Thursday, May 2, 2024. On Thursday, May 9, 2024, the Labor Department reports on the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last week. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits jumped to its highest level in more than eight months last week, another indication that the red hot U.S. labor market may be softening. 
Unemployment claims for the week ending May 4 rose by 22,000 to 231,000, up from 209,000 the week before, the Labor Department reported Thursday. Though last week's claims were the most since the final week of August 2023, it's still a relatively low number of layoffs and not cause for concern.
The four-week average of claims, which softens some of the weekly volatility, rose by 4,750 to 215,000. 
Weekly unemployment claims are considered a proxy for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week and a sign of where the job market is headed. They have remained at historically low levels since the pandemic purge of millions of jobs in the spring of 2020.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US weekly jobless claims hit highest level since August of 2023, though job market is still hot
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports on another signal that the resilient jobs market is starting to soften.

    


    


Last month, U.S. employers added just 175,000 jobs, the fewest in six months and another sign that the labor market may be loosening. The unemployment rate inched back up to 3.9% from 3.8% and has now remained below 4% for 27 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s.




The government also recently reported 8.5 million job openings in March, the lowest number of vacancies in three years.
Moderation in the pace of hiring, along with a slowdown in wage growth could give the Fed the data its been seeking in order to finally issue a cut to interest rates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in a bid to stifle the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy rebounded from the COVID-19 recession of 2020. The Fed's intention was to loosen the labor market and cool wage growth, which can fuel inflation.
Many economists thought there was a chance the rapid rate hikes could cause a recession, but jobs have remained plentiful and the economy forged on thanks to strong spending by U.S. consumers.

    


Though layoffs remain at low levels, companies have been announcing more job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, Apple and eBay have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, Peloton, Stellantis, Nike and Tesla have recently announced job cuts.
In total, 1.79 million Americans were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended April 27. That's up 17,000 from the previous week.
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Feds have 'significant safety concerns' about Ford fuel leak recall and demand answers about the fix

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A Ford sign is shown at a dealership in Springfield, Pa., Tuesday, April 26, 2022. Ford is recalling nearly 243,000 Maverick small pickup trucks in the U.S. because the tail lights may not illuminate. The company says a computer can falsely detect too much current on one or both of the lights, causing them to stay dark while the trucks are moving. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Federal investigators say they have "significant safety concerns" about a Ford SUV recall repair that doesn't fix gasoline leaks that can cause engine fires.
The U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is demanding volumes of information from the automaker as it investigates the fix in a March 8 recall of nearly 43,000 Bronco Sport SUVs from the 2022 and 2023 model years, and Escape SUVs from 2022. All have 1.5-liter engines.
Ford says the SUVs have fuel injectors that will crack, allowing gas or vapor to leak near hot engine parts that can cause fires, fuel odors and an increased risk of injuries.
In an April 25 letter to Ford released Thursday, the agency's Office of Defects Investigation wrote that based on its review of the recall repairs, it "believes that the remedy program does not address the root cause of the issue and does not proactively call for the replacement of defective fuel injectors prior to their failure."

    


Ford's remedy for the leaks is to add a drain tube to send the gas away from hot surfaces, and a software update to detect a pressure drop in the fuel injection system. If that happens, the software will disable the high pressure fuel pump, reduce engine power and cut temperatures in the engine compartment. Owners also will get a "seek service" message.




But in the 11-page letter to the automaker, the agency asks Ford to detail any testing it did to verify the remedy resolved the problem and whether hardware repairs are needed. It also asks the company to explain any other remedies that were considered and any cost-benefit analysis the company did when it picked the fix.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Safety advocates have said Ford is trying to avoid the cost of replacing the fuel injectors and instead go with a cheaper fix that drains gasoline to the ground. 
Ford said Thursday that it is working with the NHTSA during its investigation.

    


NHTSA also is asking ford to detail how the software will detect a fuel pressure drop, how much time elapses between cracking and detection, and what messages will be sent to the driver. It also asks what effect disabling the high-pressure fuel pump has on other fuel system parts, and how the SUVs will perform when the pump is disabled.
The agency also wants to know how much fuel will leak and whether the amount complies with federal environmental and safety standards. And it wants to hear Ford's take on "its obligations (legal, ethical, environmental and other) to prevent and/or limit fuel leakage onto the roadway at any point during a vehicle's lifespan."
Ford has to provide information to the agency by June 21, the letter said. Depending on the results of its investigation, the agency can seek additional repairs that fix the fuel leaks. 
The company has said in documents that it has reports of five under-hood fires and 14 warranty replacements of fuel injectors, but no reports of crashes or injuries.
In a previous email, Ford said it is not replacing fuel injectors because it is confident the recall repairs "will prevent the failure from occurring and protect the customer." The new software triggers a dashboard warning light and allows customers to drive to a safe location, stop the vehicle and arrange for service, the company said. NHTSA documents filed by Ford say the problem happens only in about 1% of the SUVs.

    


The company also said it will extend warranty coverage for cracked fuel injectors, so owners who experience the problem will get replacements. Repairs are already available, and details of the extended warranty will be available in June, Ford said. 
The recall is an extension of a 2022 recall for the same problem, according to Ford. The repair has already been tested on vehicles involved in the previous recall, and Ford said it's not aware of any problems.
The company also said it isn't recommending that the SUVs be parked only outdoors because there's no evidence that fires happen when vehicles are parked and the engines are off.
NHTSA said in documents that in the 2022 recall, which covered nearly 522,000 Bronco Sports and Escapes, Ford had the same remedy as the latest recall. 
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Stock market today: Asian shares mixed after Wall Street's lull stretches to a 2nd day
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    [image: A person looks at an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A person stands near an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A person rides bicycle past an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 and New York Dow indexes at a securities firm Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: People look at an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Steam rises from a vent at a work site near the New York Stock Exchange, center, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. World shares are mostly higher after U.S. stocks held relatively steady on Wall Street. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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[image: Steam rises from a vent at a work site near the New York Stock Exchange, center, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in New York. World shares are mostly higher after U.S. stocks held relatively steady on Wall Street. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Asian shares were mixed on Thursday after Wall Street's lull stretched into a second day, with Chinese benchmarks rising after China reported better than expected trade figures for April. 
U.S. futures were slightly lower and oil prices rose.
In Tokyo, the Nikkei 225 index was up 0.5% at 38,392.10. 
Automaker Mitsubishi Motors Corp.'s shares dropped 4.7% in early trading after the company forecasted a 7% lower net profit in the fiscal year that will end in March 2025.
Toyota Motor edged 0.1% higher after it reported Wednesday that it doubled its net profit in the fiscal year that ended in March. 
The U.S. dollar rose to 155.59 Japanese yen from 155.52 yen, as reports in Tokyo speculated on the likelihood of further intervention by the Finance Ministry to curb the yen's slide. 
"We're always prepared to do so if necessary. We might do it today. We might do it tomorrow," Masato Kanda, the Finance vice minister for international affairs. 

    


The Hang Seng in Hong Kong added 1.2% to 18,538.57 and the Shanghai Composite index gained 0.9% to 3,156.96. 
China reported that its exports rose 1.5% in April from a year earlier, while imports jumped 8.4%. The renewed growth suggests a stronger recovery in demand than earlier data had suggested.




In South Korea, the Kospi lost 0.6%, to 2,729.64. Australia's S&P/ASX 200 shed 0.9% to 7,735.20. 
On Wednesday, the S&P 500 finished virtually unchanged after flipping between modest gains and losses through the day. It edged down by 0.03 to 5,187.67, coming off a very slight gain from Tuesday, which followed a big three-day winning streak. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 0.4% to 39,056.39, and the Nasdaq composite slipped 0.2% to 16,302.76.
Uber Technologies slumped 5.7% after reporting worse results for the latest quarter than analysts expected. It also gave a forecasted range for bookings in the current quarter whose midpoint fell below analysts' estimates.

    


Shopify tumbled 18.6% despite reporting better profit and revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected. The company, which helps businesses sell things online, said its revenue growth would likely slow this quarter and that it would likely make less profit off each $1 in revenue.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Most of Wall Street slips, threatening a 4-day winning streak
    

    
    
    For the stock market, upward momentum may be slipping. The AP's Seth Sutel reports. 

    

Match Group sank 5.4% despite topping profit expectations. The company behind Tinder, Hinge and other apps for connecting people with each other gave a forecast for revenue in the current quarter that fell short of what analysts were expecting. 
Intel fell 2.2% after saying the U.S. Commerce Department revoked licenses for exports to a Chinese customer. That could cause its revenue for the current quarter to fall below the midpoint of the forecasted range it had earlier given.
They helped to offset Lyft, which revved 7.1% higher after it topped expectations for profit and revenue. It said growth was particularly strong for early-morning, commute and weekend-evening trips.
Arista Networks climbed 6.5% for the biggest gain in the S&P 500 after topping expectations for both profit and revenue. 

    


Most companies have been reporting stronger profits for the start of the year than analysts expected. That and newly revived hopes for coming cuts to interest rates by the Federal Reserve have helped the U.S. stock market to recover from its rough April.
Treasury yields have largely been easing since Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell said last week that the central bank remains closer to cutting its main interest rate than hiking it, despite a string of stubbornly high readings on inflation this year. A cooler-than-expected jobs report on Friday, meanwhile, suggested the U.S. economy could pull off the balancing act of staying solid enough to avoid a bad recession without being so strong that it keeps inflation too high.
In other trading, U.S. benchmark crude oil rose 48 cents to $79.47 per barrel in electronic trading on the New York Mercantile Exchange. Brent crude oil, the international standard, was up 35 cents to $83.93 per barrel.
The euro rose to $1.0751 from $1.0747.
___
AP Business Writer Stan Choe contributed. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/stock-markets-rates-yen-96b2fdde58cd0d9e7556b140cdfa6882
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Friends, former hostages praise Terry Anderson, AP reporter and philanthropist, at memorial service
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    [image: FILE - Former hostage Terry Anderson waves to the crowd as he rides in a parade in Lorain, Ohio, June 22, 1992. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Mark Duncan, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former hostage and Associated Press Middle East chief correspondent Terry Anderson, center left, hugs colleague Jim Abrams during a visit to the Washington bureaus of The Associated Press in Washington, Dec. 12, 1991. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Greg Gibson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former hostage Terry Anderson, accompanied by his daughter Sulome and her mother, Madeleine Bassil, arrives to a festive welcome, Dec. 12, 1991, at Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Va. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. AP Photo/Barry Thumma, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former hostage Terry Anderson, center, carries his daughter Sulome, 6, through a crunch of media upon arrival to John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York, Dec. 10, 1991. At left is Sulome's mother, Madeleine Bassil, and at immediate right is Associated Press President Lou Boccardi. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Ed Bailey, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | FILE - Former hostage Terry Anderson, center, carries his daughter Sulome, 6, through a crunch of media upon arrival to John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York, Dec. 10, 1991. At left is Sulome's mother, Madeleine Bassil, and at immediate right is Associated Press President Lou Boccardi. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Ed Bailey, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Wearing a "Hello World" sweatshirt printed with his picture, former hostage Terry Anderson greets colleagues, Dec. 10, 1991, at The Associated Press headquarters in New York, as he walks with his arm around fiancee Madeleine Bassil, center right. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)]
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[image: FILE - Terry Anderson, who was the longest held American hostage in Lebanon, grins with his 6-year-old daughter Sulome, Dec. 4, 1991, as they leave the U.S. Ambassador's residence in Damascus, Syria, following Anderson's release. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Santiago Lyon, File)]
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[image: Brian Keenan speaks during a memorial gathering for Terry Anderson at the Associated Press headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Keenan, originally from Belfast, who was teaching English in Beirut when he was kidnapped and later found himself in a cell with Anderson. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)]
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[image: New York State Senator James Skoufis, right, and Sulome Anderson, Terry Anderson's daughter, attend a memorial gathering for Anderson at the Associated Press headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Skoufis presented a posthumous Liberty Medal for Anderson's contributions to journalism, and his advocacy for homeless veterans in the Hudson Valley. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)]
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[image: Louis Boccardi, who had been leading the Associated Press for two-and-half-months when Terry Anderson was kidnapped speaks at a memorial gathering for Anderson at the AP headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)]
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[image: John McCarthy, a British journalist and one of three fellow hostages held with Terry Anderson, speaks at a memorial gathering for Anderson at the Associated Press headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)]
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    [image: FILE - Former hostage Terry Anderson waves to the crowd as he rides in a parade in Lorain, Ohio, June 22, 1992. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Mark Duncan, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former hostage and Associated Press Middle East chief correspondent Terry Anderson, center left, hugs colleague Jim Abrams during a visit to the Washington bureaus of The Associated Press in Washington, Dec. 12, 1991. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Greg Gibson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former hostage Terry Anderson, accompanied by his daughter Sulome and her mother, Madeleine Bassil, arrives to a festive welcome, Dec. 12, 1991, at Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Va. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. AP Photo/Barry Thumma, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former hostage Terry Anderson, center, carries his daughter Sulome, 6, through a crunch of media upon arrival to John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York, Dec. 10, 1991. At left is Sulome's mother, Madeleine Bassil, and at immediate right is Associated Press President Lou Boccardi. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Ed Bailey, File)]
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[image: FILE - Wearing a "Hello World" sweatshirt printed with his picture, former hostage Terry Anderson greets colleagues, Dec. 10, 1991, at The Associated Press headquarters in New York, as he walks with his arm around fiancee Madeleine Bassil, center right. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)]
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[image: FILE - Terry Anderson, who was the longest held American hostage in Lebanon, grins with his 6-year-old daughter Sulome, Dec. 4, 1991, as they leave the U.S. Ambassador's residence in Damascus, Syria, following Anderson's release. Fellow former hostages, family, and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson, Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. (AP Photo/Santiago Lyon, File)]
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[image: Brian Keenan speaks during a memorial gathering for Terry Anderson at the Associated Press headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Keenan, originally from Belfast, who was teaching English in Beirut when he was kidnapped and later found himself in a cell with Anderson. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)]
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[image: New York State Senator James Skoufis, right, and Sulome Anderson, Terry Anderson's daughter, attend a memorial gathering for Anderson at the Associated Press headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Skoufis presented a posthumous Liberty Medal for Anderson's contributions to journalism, and his advocacy for homeless veterans in the Hudson Valley. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)]
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[image: Louis Boccardi, who had been leading the Associated Press for two-and-half-months when Terry Anderson was kidnapped speaks at a memorial gathering for Anderson at the AP headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)]
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[image: John McCarthy, a British journalist and one of three fellow hostages held with Terry Anderson, speaks at a memorial gathering for Anderson at the Associated Press headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | John McCarthy, a British journalist and one of three fellow hostages held with Terry Anderson, speaks at a memorial gathering for Anderson at the Associated Press headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 10
John McCarthy, a British journalist and one of three fellow hostages held with Terry Anderson, speaks at a memorial gathering for Anderson at the Associated Press headquarters in New York, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By CEDAR ATTANASIO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Fellow former hostages, family and coworkers celebrated the life of journalist and philanthropist Terry Anderson Wednesday, remembering a man who helped others while struggling to heal himself. 
The news writer became a news subject when he was taken hostage in Lebanon by members of an Islamic extremist group in 1985. At the time, he was chief Middle East correspondent for The Associated Press, had one daughter and his future wife was six months pregnant. He was one of the longest-held hostages in U.S. history, captive for 2,454 days. 
Anderson died on April 21 at his home in Greenwood Lake, New York. He was 76. The memorial on Wednesday was shown on YouTube by the Overseas Press Club.
More than a year into captivity, two new hostages were moved into his jail, men from Northern Ireland and England who spoke at his memorial from the AP office in New York. They said Anderson's hunger for intellectual stimulation had him verbally pounce on them, squeezing them for knowledge of current events, histories of their homelands and any shred of literature they could share. 

    


He "prodded and poked at something for weeks and weeks until you almost had nothing left to tell him," said Brian Keenan, originally from Belfast, who was teaching English in Beirut when he was kidnapped and later found himself imprisoned with Anderson.




"Terry's bullish, stubborn nature was a really vital part of our survival together," said John McCarthy, a British journalist and fellow hostage who attended the memorial, crediting him for pestering guards to give them books, a radio at one point and crucially -- respect. "It was about constantly reminding the men with the guns ... that we were human beings."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Terry Anderson received a hero's welcome when he was freed in 1991, from the AP and New York state. Mourners remembered how he kept his sense of humor. Louis Boccardi, who had been leading the AP for two-and-half-months when Anderson was kidnapped, had arranged for Anderson to spend time in the mountains in Europe to speak with trauma counselors.

    


"'I haven't been in the warm sunshine for six and a half years. And you want me to go to the Alps?'" Boccardi recalled Anderson saying. The counseling was moved to the Caribbean.
Anderson struggled with PTSD and, his ex-wife revealed at the memorial, was unable to fully heal from his ordeal. But he was rarely idle and pursued healing and growth for others. Anderson taught journalism and led philanthropic efforts to help children and veterans. 
"Terry wanted his students to write with purpose and conviction, to speak the truth through power, with authority and without fear," said Keenan.
A Vietnam War veteran, Anderson helped found the Vietnam Children's Fund, which built 51 schools in that country over decades. 
On Wednesday, New York State Sen. James Skoufis presented a posthumous Liberty Medal for Anderson's contributions to journalism and his advocacy for homeless veterans in Hudson Valley. Skoufis said that Anderson spent seven years advocating for funding for a veteran's housing program, which was approved only months ago, in the form of a $1 million federal grant.
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    [image: FILE -- Utility crews repair overhead lines along Pacific Coast Highway just west of Malibu, Calif., on Nov. 25, 2018. On Thursday, May 9, 2024, the California Public Utilities Commission will consider a change in how the state's investor-owned utilities calculate their customers' power bills. (AP Photo/John Antczak, File)]
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- California regulators on Thursday are likely to change how some power companies calculate their customers' bills, a decision that would make it less expensive for people to charge electric cars and cool their homes in the summer but would increase prices for those who don't use as much energy.
The California Public Utilities Commission will vote on whether to let the state's big investor-owned utilities -- including Pacific Gas & Electric -- add a fixed charge to people's power bills each month. For most people, the charge would be $24.15 per month and would pay for such things as installing and maintaining the equipment necessary to transmit electricity to homes. Residents with lower incomes who are enrolled in one of two discount programs would pay less, either $6 or $12 per month.
In exchange for the new charge, the price of electricity would drop by between 5 cents and 7 cents per kilowatt hour. One kilowatt hour is how much power it takes to use a 1,000-watt appliance -- a coffee maker or vacuum cleaner, for instance -- for one hour.

    


For people who use a lot of energy each month, this could could lower their monthly bills. People who live in Fresno -- where temperatures can often exceed 100 degrees Fahrenheit (37.8 degrees Celsius) -- would save about $33 running their air conditioners during the summer, according to the commission. That's because the savings they would get from the price drop on electricity would be more than the amount they pay for the new fixed charge.




It would also benefit people who own electric cars and use other electric appliances, such as heat pumps. They would save an average of between $28 and $44 per month, according to the commission. In 2022, California accounted for 37% of the nation's light-duty electric vehicles, or about six times more than Florida, the state in second place, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The new billing structure more evenly allocates fixed costs among customers and will encourage customers to adopt electric vehicles and replace gas appliances with electric appliances because it will be less expensive," Administrative Law Judge Stephanie Wang wrote in a proposed decision explaining the charge.

    


For people who don't use as much energy, the new fixed charge could increase their bill each month. This includes people who live in smaller apartments or who live in cooler areas and don't use air conditioning as much. That's because for them, the decrease in the price of electricity would not be enough to offset the amount of the new monthly charge. 
Opponents argue it would act as a disincentive to conserve energy, something California has been urging people to do.
"If you wanted to design a policy instrument that would send the signal that conservation doesn't count, this would be it," said Ken Cook, president of the Environmental Working Group.
Most states already have fixed monthly charges on utility bills to pay for maintenance and infrastructure of the electric grid. But in California -- where electric rates are among the highest in the nation -- any move that could increase prices for anyone raises alarms among consumers and elected officials. 

    


A group of 18 members of Congress from California have called on the commission to keep the rate low, noting the national average for fixed charges on utility bills is $11. Some Democrats and Republicans in the state Legislature have backed a bill that would cap the charge at $10 per month.
"We must do more to rein in the ever-growing cost of living in our state, not find new ways to add to it," Republicans in the California Senate wrote in a letter urging the commission to reject the proposal.
The proposal is much lower than what the state's investor-owned utility companies had asked for, which was a charge between $53 and $71 per month. The commission also argues the charge would not discourage conservation, noting utilities are already allowed to increase rates during peak hours.
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    [image: FILE - Players and staff on the Utah bench react toward the end of a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racial slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team while the team was in Idaho to attend the NCAA Tournament. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)]
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[image: FILE - Utah women's head coach Lynne Roberts speaks during a press conference after a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., March 25, 2024. A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racial slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team while the team was in Idaho to attend the NCAA Tournament. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Utah women's head coach Lynne Roberts speaks during a press conference after a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., March 25, 2024. A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racial slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team while the team was in Idaho to attend the NCAA Tournament. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        No hate crime charges filed against man who yelled racist slurs at Utah women's basketball team

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Players and staff on the Utah bench react toward the end of a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racial slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team while the team was in Idaho to attend the NCAA Tournament. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Players and staff on the Utah bench react toward the end of a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racial slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team while the team was in Idaho to attend the NCAA Tournament. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE - Players and staff on the Utah bench react toward the end of a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racial slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team while the team was in Idaho to attend the NCAA Tournament. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Utah women's head coach Lynne Roberts speaks during a press conference after a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., March 25, 2024. A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racial slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team while the team was in Idaho to attend the NCAA Tournament. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Utah women's head coach Lynne Roberts speaks during a press conference after a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., March 25, 2024. A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racial slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team while the team was in Idaho to attend the NCAA Tournament. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - Utah women's head coach Lynne Roberts speaks during a press conference after a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., March 25, 2024. A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racial slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team while the team was in Idaho to attend the NCAA Tournament. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By REBECCA BOONE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BOISE, Idaho (AP) -- A northern Idaho prosecutor won't bring hate crime charges against an 18-year-old accused of shouting a racist slur at members of the Utah women's basketball team during the NCAA Tournament. 
The deputy attorney for the city of Coeur d'Alene made the announcement on Monday, writing in a charging decision document that though the use of the slur was "detestable" and "incredibly offensive," there wasn't evidence suggesting that the man was threatening physical harm to the women or to their property. That means the conduct is protected by the First Amendment and can't be charged under Idaho's malicious harassment law, Ryan Hunter wrote. 
The members of the University of Utah basketball team were staying at a Coeur d'Alene hotel in March as they competed at the NCAA Tournament in nearby Spokane, Washington. Team members were walking from a hotel to a restaurant when they said a truck drove up and the driver yelled a racist slur at the group. After the team left the restaurant, the same driver returned and was "reinforced by others," revving their engines and yelling again at the players, said Tony Stewart, an official with the Kootenai County Task Force on Human Relations, during a news conference shortly after the event.

    


The encounters were so disturbing that they left the group concerned about their safety, Utah coach Lynne Roberts said a few days later. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Far-right extremists have maintained a presence in the region for years. In 2018, at least nine hate groups operated in the region of Spokane and northern Idaho, according to the Southern Poverty Law Center.

    
        
    
"We had several instances of some kind of racial hate crimes toward our program and (it was) incredibly upsetting for all of us," Roberts said. "In our world, in athletics and in university settings, it's shocking. There's so much diversity on a college campus and so you're just not exposed to that very often."

    


University of Utah officials declined to comment about the prosecutor's decision on Wednesday. 
In the document detailing the decision, Hunter said police interviewed nearly two dozen witnesses and pored over hours of surveillance video. Several credible witnesses described a racist slur being hurled at the group as they walked to dinner, but their descriptions of the vehicle and the person who shouted the slur varied, and police weren't able to hear any audio of the yelling on the surveillance tapes. 
There also wasn't any evidence to connect the encounter before the team arrived at the restaurant with what happened as they left, Hunter, wrote. Still, police were able to identify the occupants of a silver passenger vehicle involved in the second encounter, and one of them -- an 18-year-old high school student -- reportedly confessed to shouting a slur and an obscene statement at the group, Hunter said. 
Prosecutors considered whether to bring three possible charges against the man -- malicious harassment, disorderly conduct or disturbing the peace -- but decided they didn't have enough evidence to support any of the three charges.

    


That's because Idaho's hate crime law only makes racial harassment a crime if it is done with the intent to either threaten or cause physical harm to a person or to their property. The man who shouted the slur told police he did it because he thought it would be funny, Hunter wrote. 
"Setting aside the rank absurdity of that claim and the abjectly disgusting thought process required to believe it would be humorous to say something that abhorrent," it undermines the premise that the man had the specific intent to intimidate and harass, Hunter wrote. 
The hateful speech also didn't meet the requirements of Idaho's disorderly conduct and disturbing the peace laws, which are mainly about when and where noise or unruly behavior occurs. The slurs were shouted on a busy thoroughfare during the early evening hours, and so the noise level wasn't unusual for that time and place. 
Hunter wrote that his office shares in the outrage sparked by the man's "abhorrently racist and misogynistic statement, and we join in unequivocally condemning that statement and the use of a racial slur in this case, or in any circumstance. However that cannot, under current law, form the basis for criminal prosecution in this case." 

    


The First Amendment protects even hateful or offensive speech, said Aaron Terr, the public advocacy director of the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, which advocates for freedom of speech and thought. 
"While that means we sometimes have to hear speech we loathe, it's an important principle because the only alternative is for the government to decide when speech is too offensive. That's a subjective judgment, and it would open the door to the government arbitrarily suppressing views it doesn't like," Terr said. 
There are a few exceptions to the First Amendment, Terr said, but they are narrow and well defined. 

    


"For example the First Amendment doesn't protect true threats, which are statements expressing a serious intent to cause physical harm to an individual or to place them in fear of physical harm," Terr said. "Incitement is also unprotected, but to qualify as incitement, the speech must be intended to and likely to cause immediate unlawful action."
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                    Bread products by Pasco Shikishima Corp. on display at a supermarket in Tokyo, Thursday, May 9, 2024. Loaves of bread produced by Pasco Shikishima Corp have been taken off store shelves in Japan after the remains of "a small animal" believed to be a rat were found. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Loaves of bread have been taken off store shelves in Japan after the remains of "a small animal" believed to be a rat were found.
Production of the bread was halted at a Tokyo factory, with 104,000 packages being recalled, according to Pasco Shikishima Corp.
The company apologized and promised compensation.
"We will do our utmost to strengthen our quality controls so that this will never happen again. We ask for your understanding and your cooperation," it said in a statement this week.
Japanese media reports said at least two people who bought the bread in Gunma Prefecture, northwest of Tokyo, complained to the company about finding a rodent in the bread.
The bread had been sold in various areas, including Ibaraki, Niigata, Kanagawa, Fukushima, Aomori and Tokyo, according to Pasco. 
The company, based in Nagoya city, central Japan, also makes rolls, bagels and muffins.

    


Japan boasts relatively high food safety standards. But the nation has been rocked by food woes recently, including 1,000 schoolchildren sickened by milk and two people who got sick after eating steak at a restaurant, both earlier this month. 
Widespread food poisoning from a health supplement product broke out in March and killed five people.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan's Fisheries Agency has proposed a plan to allow catching fin whales in addition to three smaller whale species currently permitted under the country's commercial whaling around its coast, officials said Thursday. 
The proposal comes five years after Japan resumed commercial whaling within its exclusive economic zone after withdrawing from the International Whaling Commission in July 2019. It ended 30 years of what Japan called "research whaling" that had been criticized by conservationists as a cover for commercial hunts banned by the commission in 1988.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, whose electoral district is traditionally known for whaling, said the government supports sustainable use of whales as part of Japan's traditional food culture and plans to promote the industry. 
"Whales are an important food resource and we believe they should be sustainably utilized just like any other marine resources, based on scientific evidence," Hayashi told reporters. "It is also important to carry on Japan's traditional food culture." 

    


The Fisheries Agency said it is seeking public comments until June 5 on the proposed plan and will seek its approval at the next review meeting in mid-June. 




The agency decided to propose adding fin whales to the allowable catch list after stock surveys confirmed there has been a sufficient recovery of the fin whale population in the North Pacific. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The plan is not meant to increase whale meat supply and whalers who catch fin whales do not necessarily have to meet a quota, an agency official said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the issue. For this year, the agency has set a combined catch quota of 379 for the three other whale species. 
Last year, Japanese whalers caught 294 minke, Bryde's and sei whales -- less than 80% of the quota and fewer than the number once hunted in the Antarctic and the northwestern Pacific under the research program.

    


Japan's whaling has long been a source of controversy and attacks from conservationists, but anti-whaling protests have largely subsided after Japan terminated its much-criticized Antarctic research hunts in 2019 and returned to commercial whaling limited to Japanese waters. 
Whale meat consumption in Japan was an affordable source of protein during the malnourished years after World War II, with annual consumption peaking at 233,000 tons in 1962. However, whale was quickly replaced by other meats and supply has since fallen to around 2,000 tons in recent years, according to Fisheries Agency statistics.
Japanese officials want to increase that to about 5,000 tons, to keep the industry afloat.
On a visit to the former Tsukiji fish market area in downtown Tokyo, Yuuka Fujikawa from Hokkaido, said she has hardly seen whale meat sold at supermarkets. "I've actually never tried it myself," she said. 
"I want more people to appreciate the taste of whale," said Hideyuki Saito, from neighboring Saitama prefecture. "I want it to be more popularized."
Carlos Sempere Santos, a 28-year-old tourist from Spain, said he couldn't imagine eating whale as whales are special and smart animals. 

    


Shirley Bosworth from Australia said she opposes whaling because whales "should be protected." Whales often get beached in Australia, where people unite to try and "push them back in the sea."
A whaling operator Kyodo Senpaku Co. last year launched whale meat vending machines. The company also completed construction of its new 7.5 billion yen ($48 million) Kangei Maru -- a 9,300-ton mother ship -- and pledges to use it for sustainable commercial whaling.
___
AP video journalist Ayaka McGill in Tokyo contributed to this report. 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A cruise ship sailed into a New York City port with a 44-foot (13-meter) dead whale across its bow, marine authorities said.
The whale, identified as an endangered sei whale, was caught on the ship's bow when it arrived at the Port of Brooklyn on Saturday, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration fisheries spokesperson Andrea Gomez said.
A spokesperson for MSC Cruises said the whale was on the MSC Meraviglia, which docked at Brooklyn before sailing to ports in New England and Canada.
"We immediately notified the relevant authorities, who are now conducting an examination of the whale," officials with the cruise line said in a statement. 
"We are deeply saddened by the loss of any marine life," the officials said, adding that the Geneva-based MSC Cruises follows all regulations designed to protect whales, such as altering itineraries in certain regions to avoid hitting the animals.

    


The dead whale was relocated to Sandy Hook, New Jersey, and towed to shore there to allow for better access to equipment and to conduct a necropsy, Gomez said.
The necropsy, an autopsy on an animal, was conducted on Tuesday, Gomez said. Samples collected from the whale will help biologists determine whether it was already dead when it was struck by the ship, she said.
Sei whales are typically observed in deeper waters far from the coastline, Gomez said. They are one of the largest whale species and are internationally protected.
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                                        FTX says that nearly all of its customers will receive the money back that they are owed, two years after the cryptocurrency exchange imploded, and some will get more than that. 
FTX said in a court filing late Tuesday that it owes about $11.2 billion to its creditors. The exchange estimates that it has between $14.5 billion and $16.3 billion to distribute to them.
The filing said that after paying claims in full, the plan provides for supplemental interest payments to creditors, to the extent that funds still remain. The interest rate for most creditors is 9%.
That may be a diminished consolation for investors who were trading cryptocurrency on the exchange when it collapsed. When FTX sought bankruptcy protection in November 2022, bitcoin was going for $16,080. But crypto prices have soared as the economy recovered while the assets at FTX were sorted out over the past two years. A single bitcoin on Tuesday was selling for close to $62,675. That comes out to a 290% loss, a bit less than that if accrued interest is counted, if those investors had held onto those coins. 

    


Customers and creditors that claim $50,000 or less will get about 118% of their claim, according to the plan, which was filed with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. This covers about 98% of FTX customers.




FTX said that it was able to recover funds by monetizing a collection of assets that mostly consisted of proprietary investments held by the Alameda or FTX Ventures businesses, or litigation claims.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

FTX was the third-largest cryptocurrency exchange in the world when it filed for bankruptcy protection in November 2022 after it experienced the crypto equivalent of a bank run. 
CEO and founder Sam Bankman-Fried resigned when the exchange collapsed. In March he was sentenced to 25 years in prison for the massive fraud that occurred at FTX. 
Bankman-Fried was convicted in November of fraud and conspiracy -- a dramatic fall from a crest of success that included a Super Bowl advertisement, testimony before Congress and celebrity endorsements from stars like quarterback Tom Brady, basketball point guard Stephen Curry and comedian Larry David.

    


The company appointed as its new CEO John Ray III, a long-time bankruptcy litigator who is best known for having to clean up the mess made after the collapse of Enron.
"We are pleased to be in a position to propose a chapter 11 plan that contemplates the return of 100% of bankruptcy claim amounts plus interest for non-governmental creditors," Ray said in a prepared statement. 
FTX, technically, remains a company but its future is unclear. In early 2023, Ray said that he had formed a task force to explore reviving FTX.com, the crypto exchange. 
The sordid details of a company run amuck that emerged after its assets were seized would hamstring almost any business attempting a comeback, but there may also be different parameters for cryptocurrency exchanges. 
The rival crypto exchange Binance briefly explored acquiring FTX before it collapsed in late 2022. Its founder and former CEO Changpeng Zhao, was sentenced last week to four months in prison for looking the other way as criminals used the platform to move money connected to child sex abuse, drug trafficking and terrorism.
Binance is still the largest crypto exchange in the world. 
The bankruptcy court is set to hold a hearing on the dispersion of FTX assets on June 25. 
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    [image: New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez speaks on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Albuquerque, N.M. New Mexico's top prosecutor announced charges Wednesday against three men who are accused of using Meta's social media platforms to target and solicit sex with underage children. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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                                        ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- New Mexico's top prosecutor announced charges Wednesday against three men who are accused of using Meta's social media platforms to target and solicit sex with underage children. 
The arrests are the result of a monthslong undercover operation in which the suspects connected with decoy accounts that were set up by the state Department of Justice. The investigation began in December around the time the state filed a civil lawsuit against the social media giant, claiming Meta was failing to take basic precautionary measures to ensure children were safe on its platforms.
New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez said during a news conference Wednesday that the suspects communicated and exchanged explicit sexual content through Facebook's messenger app and were clear in expressing a sexual interest in children. 
"It's extraordinarily concerning to us just how easily these individuals found the undercover personas that were created," Torrez said. "And it is, frankly, I think a wakeup call for all of us to understand just how serious these kinds of threats are."

    


He placed blame on Meta executives, including CEO Mark Zuckerberg, and suggested that the company was putting profits above the interests of parents and children.




"For those of us who are engaged in this work, we are simply tired of the rhetoric," he said. "We are tired of the assurances that have been given to members of our communities, to members of Congress, to policymakers that all reasonable steps have been taken to ensure that this type of behavior doesn't occur."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meta disputed the allegations and reiterated Wednesday that it uses technology to prevent suspicious adults from finding or interacting with children and teens on its apps and that it works with law enforcement in investigating and prosecuting offenders.
The company also said it has hired child safety experts, reports content to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children and shares information and tools with others to help root out predators.

    


"This is an ongoing fight, where determined criminals evolve their tactics across platforms to try and evade protections," Meta said in an emailed statement.
While the state attorney general's office will continue working to identify predators who are targeting children, Torrez said it's too early to say whether that work will have a bearing on the civil litigation. 
As part of that lawsuit, New Mexico prosecutors say they have uncovered internal documents in which Meta employees estimate about 100,000 children every day are subjected to sexual harassment on the company's platforms.
The three defendants in the criminal case were identified as Fernando Clyde, Marlon Kellywood and Christopher Reynolds. Prosecutors are seeking to detain them pending trial on charges that include child solicitation by an electronic communication device. 
Hearings have yet to be scheduled, and court records did not list attorneys who could speak on behalf of Clyde and Kellywood. A message was left with the public defender's office, which is representing Reynolds. 
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We know late-night screens are bad for sleep. How do you stop doomscrolling in bed?

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - James Walter uses a phone at home in the Queens borough of New York, on April 7, 2021. Sleep scientists long ago established that insufficient sleep is linked with poor health outcomes, anxiety, obesity and several other negative effects. The research is equally conclusive that smartphones are particularly disruptive to the circadian clock that regulates sleep and other hormones. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski, File)]
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                                        Like many of us, Jessica Peoples has heard the warnings about excessive screen time at night. Still, she estimates spending 30 to 60 minutes on her phone before going to sleep, mostly scrolling through social media.
"Recently, I've been trying to limit the amount," says Peoples, a discrimination investigator with the state of New Jersey. "I do notice that how much time I spend affects how long it takes to fall asleep."
Over half of Americans spend time on their phones within an hour of going to sleep, according to a survey by the National Sleep Foundation. That's the very latest we should shut off devices, experts say.
The brain needs to wind down long before bedtime to get the restorative deep sleep that helps the body function, said Melissa Milanak, an associate professor at Medical University of South Carolina specializing in sleep health.

    


"You wouldn't take a casserole out of the oven and stick it right in the fridge. It needs to cool down," Milanak said. "Our brains need to do that too."
Upending your bedtime routine may not be easy, but insufficient sleep has long been linked to anxiety, obesity and other negative outcomes. Research shows smartphones are particularly disruptive to the circadian clock that regulates sleep and other hormones.




"There are a million and one ways screens create problems with sleep," said Lisa Strauss, a licensed psychologist specializing in cognitive behavioral treatment of sleep disorders.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The brain, she said, processes electric light -- not just a smartphone's much-maligned blue light -- as sunshine. That suppresses melatonin production, delaying deep sleep. Even very little bright-light exposure in bed has an impact.
IT'S NOT JUST THE LIGHT THAT KEEPS YOU UP
Of course, doomscrolling through the news, checking emails or being tempted by ever more tailored videos on social media has its own consequences.
So-called "technostress" amps you up -- possibly even triggering the brain's flight or flight response. And algorithms designed to be engaging compel many social media users to scroll longer than they intended.

    


"Now it's 30 minutes later, when you wanted to watch a couple videos and fall asleep," Milanak said.
Though much of the scientific research on online media focuses on adolescents and young adults, Strauss said most of her clients struggling with insomnia are middle-aged. "People go down these rabbit holes of videos, and more and more people are getting hooked," she said.
HOW TO BREAK THE HABIT
The issue is not just curtailing phone use in bed, but phone use at night. That means redesigning your routine, particularly if you use your phone as a way to decompress.
It helps to create replacement behaviors that are rewarding. An obvious contender is reading a physical book (e-readers are better than phones but still cast artificial light). Milanak also suggests using that hour before bed to take a warm bath, listen to a podcast, make school lunches for the next day, spend time with family or call a relative in another time zone.
"Make a list of things you like that never get done. That's a great time to do stuff that doesn't involve screens," she said. Using a notepad to write down the to-do list for the next day helps keep you from ruminating in bed.

    


Do those activities in another room to train yourself to associate the bed with falling asleep. If there's no other private refuge at home, "establish a distinct microenvironment for wakefulness and sleep," Strauss said. That could mean sitting on the other side of the bed to read, or even just turning the other way around with your feet at the headboard.
Finally, sequester the phone in another room, or at least across the room. "Environmental control can work better than will power, especially when we're tired," she said.
WHAT IF STOPPING DOESN'T FEEL REALISTIC?
There are ways to reduce the harm. Setting the phone on night mode at a scheduled time every day is better than nothing, as is reducing screen brightness every night. Hold the phone far from your face and at an oblique angle to minimize the strength of the light.
Minimize tempting notifications by putting the phone on do not disturb, which can be adjusted to allow calls and messages from certain people -- say, an ailing parent or a kid off at university -- to go through. But none of these measures give you carte blanche to look at whatever you want at night, Strauss said.

    


She also recommended asking yourself why checking social media has become your late-night reward.
"Think about the larger structure of the day," she said. Everyone deserves solitary moments to relax, but "maybe be more self-indulgent earlier so you have what you need."
---
EDITOR'S NOTE: Albert Stumm lives in Barcelona, Spain, and writes about food, travel and wellness. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
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Net neutrality restored as FCC votes to regulate internet providers

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The seal of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is seen before an FCC meeting to vote on net neutrality, Dec. 14, 2017, in Washington. The FCC on Thursday, April 25, 2024 restored ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The seal of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is seen before an FCC meeting to vote on net neutrality, Dec. 14, 2017, in Washington. The FCC on Thursday, April 25, 2024 restored "net neutrality" rules that prevent broadband internet providers such as Comcast and AT&T from favoring some sites and apps over others.. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- The Federal Communications Commission voted Thursday to restore "net neutrality" rules that prevent broadband internet providers such as Comcast and Verizon from favoring some sites and apps over others.
The move effectively reinstates a net neutrality order the commission first issued in 2015 during the Obama administration. In 2017, under then-President Donald Trump, the FCC repealed those rules.
The measure passed Thursday on a 3-2 vote split along party lines, with Democratic commissioners in favor and Republicans opposed.
Net neutrality effectively requires providers of internet service to treat all traffic equally, eliminating any incentive they might face to favor business partners or to hobble competitors. The public interest group Public Knowledge describes net neutrality as "the principle that the company that connects you to the internet does not get to control what you do on the internet."

    


The rules, for instance, ban practices that throttle or block certain sites or apps, or that reserve higher speeds for the services or customers willing to pay more for them.




"In our post-pandemic world, we know that broadband is a necessity, not a luxury," FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel said in a statement ahead of the vote.
While it's been almost seven years since the FCC killed the previous net neutrality rules, their reinstatement isn't expected to noticeably change users' online experience. Public Knowledge legal director John Bergmayer credits that to several states having passed their own net neutrality measures prior to 2015, all of which remained in force when the FCC reversed course two years later following Trump's election.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Some of the absolute worst excesses from (internet providers) were kept in check by state level oversight," Bergmayer said.
States like California went even further than the FCC did -- for instance, by banning a practice called "zero rating." That's where, for instance, a mobile provider might strike a business deal to steer users toward a particular streaming service by zeroing out any related data charges. Other states with strong net neutrality rules include Colorado, Maine, Oregon, Vermont and Washington, according to Bergmayer.

    


The telecommunications industry opposed the reintroduction of the federal rules, as it has before, declaring them an example of unnecessary government interference in business decisions.
___
This story was first published on April 25, 2024. It was updated on May 8, 2024 to correct the name of the commission that approved the rules. It was the Federal Communications Commission, not the Federal Trade Commission.
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Airbnb shares slide on lower revenue forecast despite a doubling of net income

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Airbnb app icon is seen on an iPad screen on May 8, 2021, in Washington. Airbnb reports earnings on Wednesday, April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Airbnb app icon is seen on an iPad screen on May 8, 2021, in Washington. Airbnb reports earnings on Wednesday, April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Airbnb's profit more than doubled last quarter, but management's disappointing revenue forecast sparked a roughly 7% drop in its stock in after-market trading Wednesday.
The San Francisco-based vacation rental app said its net income rose to $264 million in the first quarter from $117 million a year earlier, on revenue that rose 18% to $2.14 billion. Earnings per share in the quarter jumped to 41 cents; analysts surveyed by FactSet expected 23 cents.
Earnings growth was partly driven by a shift in the Easter holiday, which came during the first quarter this year versus the second quarter in 2023. Easter is a significant travel holiday.
The quarter also included the Feb. 29 "leap day," which added an extra day of business to the first quarter compared to a year earlier.
Airbnb projected revenue in the second quarter between $2.68 billion and $2.74 billion. That fell short of Wall Street expectations, partly because of unfavorable exchange rates and partly because of Easter falling earlier. 
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Judge grills Apple exec about whether company is defying order to enable more iPhone payment options

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - People try out iPhone products at an Apple Store in Beijing, Sept. 28, 2021. A federal judge on Wednesday questioned whether Apple has set up a gauntlet of exasperating hurdles to discourage the use of alternative payment options in iPhone apps, despite a court order seeking to create more ways for consumers to pay for digital services. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, file)]
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                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- A federal judge on Wednesday questioned whether Apple has set up a gauntlet of exasperating hurdles to discourage the use of alternative payment options in iPhone apps, despite a court order seeking to create more ways for consumers to pay for digital services.
The verbal sparring between Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers and the head of Apple's app store kicked off a hearing focused on whether Apple is still steering U.S. consumers to its once-exclusive app payment system in defiance of an injunction aimed at promoting more choices that could help lower prices.
Gonzalez Rogers' order requires Apple to allow app developers to display links to other options besides the company's own payment system in the U.S. Apple makes billions of dollars annually from that setup, which imposes commission ranging from 15% to 30% on digital transactions completed within the most popular iPhone apps.

    


Apple's app store and its commission system also is being targeted in another antitrust case recently filed by the U.S. Justice Department in a case alleging the iPhone walls off competition in a variety of ways that stifle competition and innovation.




Gonzalez Rogers often sounded frustrated and skeptical as she periodically chimed in during four hours of testimony from Matthew Fischer, the Apple executive in charge of the iPhone app store. 
The tone of the judge's questions indicated she is concerned Apple's efforts to comply with her order have been primarily designed to protect the company's profits instead of making it easier for iPhone users to switch to other in-app payment options, as she intended.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gonzalez Rogers was particularly pointed as she grilled Fischer about whether Apple had deliberately made it more cumbersome and confusing for consumers to make digital purchases through alternative services. 
"Other than to stifle competition, I can see no other answer," the judge said as she tried to dissect the rationale for Apple's design of alternative payment option system for iPhone apps. 

    


Fischer maintained Apple is complying with the judge's order while still trying to shield iPhone users from bad actors on the internet and enabling the Cupertino, California, company to reap a return on its investments in the app store and other mobile software. 
Toward that end, Apple has introduced a new commission structure ranging from 12% to 27% on digital transactions initiated from within an app and completed on an alternative payment option. After Gonzalez Rogers said it sounded like Apple was still collecting a "windfall," Fischer said the company expected its effective commission rate on digital transactions processed by alternative payment options to be about 18%.
"We are running a business," Fischer said.
Apple spent more than two years trying to overturn the order that Gonzalez Rogers issued as part of a broader antitrust battle that the company won. The injunction requiring Apple to allow links to alternative app payments took effect in January after U.S. Supreme Court refused to review the case.

    


But Fischer disclosed Wednesday that Apple so far has only received and approved applications to display links to alternative payment systems from 38 apps so far -- a fraction of the roughly 2 million iPhone apps available in the U.S. Fischer couldn't specify how many of those apps engage in digital transactions when asked by Gonzalez Rogers, who ordered Apple to provide the number as the proceedings progress this month.
Video game Epic Games cites the muted interest in applying for in-app links to alternative payment options as evidence that Apple was still rigging the system in its favor. 
Epic, maker of the popular Fortnite video game, is trying to force Apple to make more sweeping changes to accommodate alternative payment options after it unsuccessfully tried to persuade Gonzalez Rogers that the iPhone app store had turned into a price-gouging monopoly during a 2021 trial.
The effort is being supported by Facebook and Instagram owner Meta Platforms, Elon Musk's X short-messaging service, music streaming service Spotify and long-time Apple rival Microsoft.

    


Apple's current alternative payment formula "is guaranteed to continue extracting excessive commissions from developers" while also blocking them from steering consumers to other places where they could buy the same digital services for lower prices, Epic asserted in documents leading up to Wednesday's hearing.
In its own pre-hearing briefs, Apple accused Epic of trying to get Gonzalez Rogers to micromanage its business in ways designed to boost the video game maker's profits.
"Epic has repeatedly made clear that what it wants is access to and use of Apple's tools and technologies without having to pay for them," Apple argued.
The court hearings are scheduled to resume Friday when another top Apple executive, Phil Schiller, is expected to testify. Gonzalez Rogers hopes to wrap up the hearings by May 17, but told lawyers Wednesday it might take longer than that.
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A timeline of the collapse at FTX
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    [image: FILE - FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried leaves Manhattan federal court, June 15, 2023, in New York. FTX says that nearly all of its customers will receive the money back that they are owed, two years after the cryptocurrency exchange imploded, and some will get more than that. FTX said in a court filing late Tuesday, May 7, 2024, that it owes about $11.2 billion to its creditors. The exchange estimates that it has between $14.5 billion and $16.3 billion to distribute to them. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this photo taken with a drone, the FTX logo is seen on the roof of the FTX Arena, where the Miami Heat NBA basketball team play, Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022, in downtown Miami. FTX says that nearly all of its customers will receive the money back that they are owed, two years after the cryptocurrency exchange imploded, and some will get more than that. FTX said in a court filing late Tuesday, May 7, 2024, that it owes about $11.2 billion to its creditors. The exchange estimates that it has between $14.5 billion and $16.3 billion to distribute to them. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this photo taken with a drone, the FTX logo is seen on the roof of the FTX Arena, where the Miami Heat NBA basketball team play, Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022, in downtown Miami. FTX says that nearly all of its customers will receive the money back that they are owed, two years after the cryptocurrency exchange imploded, and some will get more than that. FTX said in a court filing late Tuesday, May 7, 2024, that it owes about $11.2 billion to its creditors. The exchange estimates that it has between $14.5 billion and $16.3 billion to distribute to them. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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                                        FTX, once among the largest cryptocurrency exchanges in the world, said this week that nearly all of its customers will receive the money back that they are owed, two years after its monumental collapse. 
FTX said in a court filing late Tuesday that it owes about $11.2 billion to its creditors. The exchange estimates that it has between $14.5 billion and $16.3 billion to distribute to them.
Here is a timeline of what led up to this week's announcement after an implosion at FTX kicked off what many had expected to become a "crypto winter."
2022
Nov. 2: Coindesk reports Alameda Reseach, Bankman-Fried's cryptocurrency trading firm, holds a large amount of FTT, a token issued by FTX, suggesting the finances of the two are intertwined and Alameda faces a cash crunch. The report spooks participants in the crypto market. 
Nov. 6: Rival cryptocurrency exchange Binance announces that the firm plans to sell all its holdings in FTT. The price of FTT tanks.

    


Nov. 8: Binance founder and CEO Changpeng Zhao said his company had signed a letter of intent to buy FTX because the smaller exchange was experiencing a "significant liquidity crunch." That deal would be contingent, however, on a look at the books at FTX. The price for bitcoin tumbles 13%.




Nov. 9: Cryptocurrency prices plunge and after getting a closer look at the finances of FTX, Binance retreated and said there would be no acquisition. "In the beginning, our hope was to be able to support FTX's customers to provide liquidity, but the issues are beyond our control or ability to help," Binance said in a statement. Bitcoin prices drop another 14%. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nov. 10: Cryptocurrency lender BlockFi announced it is "not able to do business as usual" and was pausing client withdrawals as a result of FTX's implosion.
Nov. 11: FTX files for Chapter 11 and Bankman-Fried resigns. John Ray III, a long-time bankruptcy litigator who is best known for having to clean up the mess made after the collapse of Enron, is named the new CEO. 

    


In its bankruptcy filing, FTX listed more than 130 affiliated companies around the globe. The company valued its assets between $10 billion to $50 billion, with a similar estimate for its liabilities. Bitcoin falls 10%.
Nov. 17: Ray gives a damning description of FTX's operations under Bankman-Fried, from a lack of security controls to business funds being used to buy employees homes and luxuries.
Nov. 30: As part of a media blitz, Bankman-Fried tells New York Time's Andrew Ross-Sorkin, "Look, I screwed up," and didn't knowingly misuse clients' funds.
Dec. 12: Bankman-Fried is arrested in the Bahamas, where FTX is headquartered. 
Dec. 13: The U.S. government charges Bankman-Fried with a host of financial crimes, alleging he intentionally deceived customers and investors to enrich himself and others, while playing a central role in the company's multibillion-dollar collapse.
Federal prosecutors said Bankman-Fried devised "a scheme and artifice to defraud" FTX's customers and investors beginning the year it was founded. He illegally diverted their money to cover expenses, debts and risky trades at Alameda Research, and to make lavish real estate purchases and large political donations, prosecutors said in a 13-page indictment.

    


Dec. 22: Bankman-Fried's parents agreed to sign a $250 million bond and keep him at their California home while he awaits trial.
2023
August 11: Judge revoked Bankman-Fried's bail and sent him to jail after concluding he had repeatedly tried to influence witnesses against him.
Oct. 3: Jury selection began for the trial.
Oct. 27: Bankman-Fried took the stand in his trial. He again acknowledged failures but denied defrauding anyone.
Nov. 3: Bankman-Fried is convicted of fraud for stealing at least $10 billion from customers and investors.
2024
March 28: Bankman-Fried is sentenced to 25 years in prison. Bitcoin has roared back from a massive sell-off during the scandal. Prices are up nearly 70%. 
April 30: Changpeng Zhao, the founder of Binance, is sentenced to four months in prison for looking the other way as criminals used the platform to move money connected to child sex abuse, drug trafficking and terrorism.
May 8: FTX says that nearly all of its customers will receive the money back that they are owed, two years after the cryptocurrency exchange imploded, and some will get more than that. 
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    [image: This May 1, 2024 image provided by Jessica Damiano shows a supermarket bouquet of three white chrysanthemums, a lily stem and a single rose in a decorative pitcher, along with garden pruners and a packet of flower-preserving granules on Long Island, New York. Proper preparation and the addition of greenery and "filler" flowers can transform a simple bouquet into a lovely arrangement. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: This May 1, 2024 image provided by Jessica Damiano shows a supermarket bouquet of three white chrysanthemums, a lily stem and a single rose embellished with greenery and "filler" flowers on Long Island, New York. Placing flowers in a decorative pitcher or vase is one way to elevate a floral arrangement. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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                                        If your heart is telling you to give someone a luxurious bouquet of flowers, but your wallet is telling you to shop at the supermarket, fear not: With a bit of imagination and creativity, you can transform a simple, low-cost bouquet into a stunning floral arrangement.
Jennifer Murphy, owner of Forget Me Knots Custom Events and Floral Design in Floral Park, New York, recommends choosing fragrant flowers like roses and lilies, "classic choices that will fill the room with their sweet aroma and make your bouquet even more memorable."
When you bring your flowers home, trim their stems at an angle, remove leaves below the waterline and place flowers in a vase to hydrate, Murphy says. These steps give the flowers "some room to breathe" and improve their longevity.
Next, she said, rearrange the bouquet by placing "the tallest stems at the back and working forward, layering in shorter blooms (toward the front) for a balanced look."

    


Greenery will make the bouquet pop. "Grab some from your garden or pick up some eucalyptus or fern leaves" at the market, Murphy said. "They'll add texture and make your arrangement look fuller."




Stems of garden plants that serve well as bouquet greenery include dusty miller, ivy, myrtle and viburnum. You can even use herbs from your kitchen garden, such as basil (cinnamon basil is especially eye-catching), mints (try apple mint, chocolate mint or spearmint), oregano and sage. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Morning-harvested herbs are slower to wilt and more fragrant than those picked in the afternoon or evening.
Murphy underscores the importance of filler flowers, a florist's "secret weapon." Fillers such as baby's breath and wax flowers add depth and fill gaps in arrangements when they're incorporated between the larger blooms.
You can also "shop" for filler flowers in your garden. Look for plants whose stems hold clusters of small flowers, such as astilbe, catmint, chamomile, dianthus, dill, goldenrod, heather, lady's mantle, lavender, lily of the valley, Queen Anne's lace, sea holly, snapdragon, sweet pea, yarrow and verbena.

    


Finally, instead of displaying a bouquet in a plain glass vase, get creative. "A cute pitcher or a vintage Mason jar can add personality to your arrangement," Murphy says.
And take your time, she adds. There's no rushing the artistic process.
___
Jessica Damiano writes regular gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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Boy Scouts of America is rebranding. Here's why they will be named Scouting America

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Boy Scouts of America is changing its name for the first time in its 114-year history. The Texas-based organization is announcing at its annual meeting in Florida on Tuesday that it will become Scouting America. (AP Video: Kendria LaFleur)
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    [image: FILE - Merit badges and a rainbow-colored neckerchief slider are affixed on a Boy Scout uniform outside the headquarters of Amazon in Seattle. The U.S. organization, which now welcomes girls into the program and allows them to work toward the coveted Eagle Scout rank, announced Tuesday, May 7, 2024, that it will change its name to Scouting America as it focuses on inclusion. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)]
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[image: Selby Chipman, 20-year-old, speaks to the Boys Scouts of America annual meeting in Orlando, Fla., Tuesday, May 7, 2024. Chipman, a student at the University of Missouri, is an inaugural female Eagle Scout and the Assistant Scoutmaster for an all girls troop 8219 in Oak Ridge, N.C. The Boy Scouts of America is changing its name for the first time in its 114-year history and will become Scouting America. (AP Photo/Kevin Kolczynski)]
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[image: FILE - A Boy Scout uniform is displayed, Feb. 18, 2020, in the retail store at the headquarters for the French Creek Council of the Boy Scouts of America in Summit Township, Erie County, Pa. The U.S. organization, which now welcomes girls into the program and allows them to work toward the coveted Eagle Scout rank, announced Tuesday, May 7, 2024, that it will change its name to Scouting America as it focuses on inclusion. (Christopher Millette/Erie Times-News via AP, File)]
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[image: Roger Krone, president and chief executive officer of the Boy Scouts of America, poses at the organizations headquarters in Irving, Texas, Monday, April 29, 2024. The Boy Scouts of America is changing its name for the first time in its 114-year history and will become Scouting America. It's a significant shift as the organization emerges from bankruptcy following a flood of sexual abuse claims and seeks to focus on inclusion. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Roger Krone, president and chief executive officer of the Boy Scouts of America, responds to questions during an interview at the organizations headquarters in Irving, Texas, Monday, April 29, 2024. The Boy Scouts of America is changing its name for the first time in its 114-year history and will become Scouting America. It's a significant shift as the organization emerges from bankruptcy following a flood of sexual abuse claims and seeks to focus on inclusion. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: FILE - A sign marks the headquarters for the French Creek Council of the Boy Scouts of America in Summit Township in Erie County, Pa. The U.S. organization, which now welcomes girls into the program and allows them to work toward the coveted Eagle Scout rank, announced Tuesday, May 7, 2024, that it will change its name to Scouting America as it focuses on inclusion. (Christopher Millette/Erie Times-News via AP, File)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- After more than a century, Boy Scouts of America is rebranding as Scouting America, another major shakeup for an organization that once proudly resisted change.
Founded 114 years ago, the Texas-based organization has recently been mired in turmoil over a flood of sexual abuse claims and bankruptcy. Now, the organization is leaning into a more inclusive message as girls have been joining throughout its ranks.
"It sends this really strong message to everyone in America that they can come to this program, they can bring their authentic self, they can be who they are and they will be welcomed here," said Roger Krone, who took over last fall as president and chief executive officer.
The change was announced Tuesday at the Boy Scout's national meeting in Florida but won't take effect until February 2025. 
Here's a look at what led up to the change and why it matters: 

    


WHY ARE THEY CHANGING THE NAME?
The new name puts a focus on inclusivity. Krone told The Associated Press that they wanted a name going forward that made clear that all children and teens are "very, very welcome." 
He added that when people question why the organization needs a new name, he points to historically low membership numbers. 




Like other organizations, the scouts lost members during the pandemic, when participation was difficult. The high point over the past decade was in 2018, when there were more than 2 million members. Currently, the organization serves just over 1 million young people, including more than 176,000 girls and teens. Membership peaked in 1972 at almost 5 million.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Krone said that although the name is changing, the core of the organization is staying the same. "Our mission remains unchanged: we are committed to teaching young people" to be prepared for life, he said in a written statement. 
HOW ELSE HAS THE BOY SCOUTS CHANGED?
The organization began allowing in gay members in 2013 and ended a blanket ban on gay adult leaders in 2015. In 2017, it made the historic announcement that girls would be accepted as Cub Scouts as of 2018 and two years later, into the flagship Boy Scout program -- renamed Scouts BSA.

    


Over 6,000 girls have now achieved the vaunted Eagle Scout rank. 
There were nearly 1,000 teens and young women in the inaugural class of female Eagle Scouts in 2021.
Before it was announced in 2017 that girls would be allowed throughout the ranks, the Boy Scouts announced that they would allow transgender boys to enroll in their boys-only programs. 
The organization said this week that all young people, including transgender children, are welcomed as part of their membership policy.
WHAT ABOUT THE BANKRUPTCY AND SEX ABUSE CLAIMS?
When it sought bankruptcy protection in 2020, the Boy Scouts of America had been named in about 275 lawsuits, and told insurers it was aware of another 1,400 claims. 
Last year a federal judge upheld the $2.4 billion bankruptcy plan allowing the organization to keep operating while compensating more than 80,000 men who filed claims saying they were sexually abused as children and teen scouts.
WHAT DO PEOPLE THINK OF THE REBRAND?
Rebranding can risk alienating supporters who think the change is unnecessary, said David Aaker, vice chair of the national branding and marketing firm Prophet. But he described the Boy Scouts' rebranding as savvy, saying it kickstarts a new conversation about the organization while not being so drastic that it strays too far from its original scouting mission.

    


"It's a one-time chance to tell a new story," said Aaker, who also is a professor emeritus at the University of California-Berkeley Haas business school. 
The National Organization for Women had urged the Boy Scouts to open membership to girls throughout its ranks. Bear Atwood, vice president of NOW, said the name change "signals that not only are girls allowed to join, but they are welcome to join."
Reaction online Tuesday ranged from those excited and supportive to those decrying that "boy" no longer appears in the name. "Wokeness destroys everything it touches," wrote state Rep. Andrew Clyde, a Georgia Republican, on the social platform X.
WHAT ABOUT GIRL SCOUTS? 
The Girl Scouts of the USA -- a separate organization from the Boy Scouts of America -- had taken issue with the Boy Scouts opening its doors to girls throughout the ranks, and had filed a lawsuit saying it created marketplace confusion and damaged their recruitment efforts. The two organization reached a settlement agreement after a judge rejected those claims, saying both groups are free to use words like "scouts" and "scouting."

    


With that settlement in 2022, the Girl Scouts said both organizations were "looking forward to focusing on their respective missions," while the Boy Scouts said the agreement would bring "a new period of cooperation" between the organizations.
The Girl Scouts did not immediately offer comment on the Boy Scouts' name change.
WHEN IS THE NEW NAME OFFICIAL?
The Boy Scouts of America won't officially become Scouting America until Feb. 8, 2025, the organization's 115th birthday. But Krone said he expects people will start immediately using the name.
___
Associated Press reporter Jim Vertuno in Austin contributed to this report. 
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Prada focuses generational transition on artisans, expanding production and workforce in Italy
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    [image: Knitwear created by Italian artisans for the Prada and Miu Miu brands sit on a desk at a recently expanded factory in the Perugia province of Italy, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. The Prada Group is expanding its production footprint in Italy, including dozens of new jobs at brand's knitwear factory near Umbria, leaning into Made in Italy as integral to the brand's ethos as it develops new artisanal talent to ease the luxury group through a generational shift in its workforce, alongside the management and creative transitions already under way. (AP Photo/Colleen Barry)]
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[image: Italian artesans create knitwear for the Prada and Miu Miu brands at a recently expanded factory in the Perugia province of Italy Tuesday, May 7, 2024. The Prada Group is expanding its production footprint in Italy, including dozens of new jobs at brand's knitwear factory near Umbria, leaning into Made in Italy as integral to the brand's ethos as it develops new artisanal talent to ease the luxury group through a generational shift in its workforce, alongside the management and creative transitions already under way. (AP Photo/Colleen Barry)]
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                                        TORGIANO, Italy (AP) -- The Prada Group is expanding its production footprint in Italy, including dozens of new jobs at its knitwear factory in Umbria, leaning into "Made in Italy" as integral to the brand's ethos and developing new artisanal talent to ease the luxury group through a generational shift in its workforce.
Prada CEO Andrea Guerra, who was brought in last year as part of the generational change in family-run Prada's management, said at an unveiling of the expanded plant Tuesday that the company is investing 60 million euros ($65million) in production this year.
At Torgiano, Prada has added 30 new jobs this year, alongside 65 last year, bringing the workforce to some 220 employees, mostly women, to create knitwear for the Prada and Miu Miu brands, a key category for the group. The site had just 39 employees when Prada bought it in 2001.

    


"For many years, Torgiano was a small, important place, linked to the Umbrian knitwear tradition,'' mostly dedicated to product research and development, Guerra said. "In the last six or seven years, with the extraordinary growth in knitwear, we decided to create an all-around industrial hub," adding production to a reinforced R&D center.




The innocuous low-slung plant, identified by a simple, small Prada nameplate near the gate, is at the heart of a network that includes dozens of smaller companies that together create some 30,000 pieces of knitwear a month for the global luxury group. They include pretty, red crocheted Miu Miu culottes to soft gray Prada cardigans that have become a trademark.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Guerra described the Milan-based fashion group's manufacturing footprint in central Italy as a "network of intelligent relationships and craftsmanship merged with a constant capacity to bring innovation to the market." 
Prada's investments to exert greater control over its supply chain stand out against the backdrop of a recent investigation that revealed sweatshop conditions in Chinese-owned factories producing luxury goods for other Italian brands in the Lombardy region, where the Italian fashion capital Milan is located. The production arm of Giorgio Armani has been put under receivership as part of an ongoing supply chain probe.

    


Prada has focused on what it calls vertical integration of its supply chain -- working with smaller companies, some with just a handful of craftspeople, that provide specific, sometimes unique, skills. For its knitwear operation, Prada works with some 60 smaller companies that it refers to as "partners" or "collaborators."
"Contractors, subcontractors, that is not something tied to this world. There are production phases that are assigned to our collaborators, our partners,'' Guerra said, adding: "The way I work inside, and the way I work outside needs to be the same." 
Lorenzo Bertelli, marketing director and head of corporate social responsibility who is slated to take over the company from his parents Patrizio Bertelli and Miuccia Prada, said a strong governance is the key to avoiding "such incidents." He credited his father with starting Prada on the road to integrating its supply chain in the 1990s. 

    


Audits of suppliers, which have so far been voluntary, will become mandatory in 2025 under the Corporate Sustainability Reporting legislation, aimed at controlling abuses, said Stefania Saviolo, a fashion and luxury expert at Milan's Bocconi University. Publicly quoted companies like Prada, which are used to a level of transparency and reporting, will likely have an easier time than others, she said. 
Integrating the supply chain doesn't just mean that a major player buys up smaller companies, she said, but they may invest in specific machinery, or help them secure bank financing. "It is not ownership, it is a longer transaction along the model of partnership,'' Saviolo said, adding that such relationships also provide a sense of security to the smaller companies more vulnerable to market crashes. 
Noting that the luxury and fashion industries have long relied on third-party manufacturing, Bernstein global luxury goods analyst Luca Solca said the kind of investments by Prada to integrate manufacturing processes in-house "is a sort of catch-up with best-in-class-players in the industry."

    


A key part of Prada's investments are aimed at securing know-how into the next generation, a transition the company has been preparing also in its management and creative roles.
Finding new workers with both experience and passion is difficult, even in a region where knitwear is part of the local tradition, said Lorenzo Teodori, who runs the Torgiano plant.
To fill that gap, Prada runs an internal academy as needed at its 23 Italian production sites to train young craftspeople. The next one in Torgiano starts in the fall, with experienced workers training the next generation.
"Through the Prada Academy, we have seen how this dialogue is still alive and successful,'' Bertelli said. "We need it to train the future technicians of tomorrow, who in turn will be the teachers in the future. It is a fundamental cycle for our group."
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An AP photographer covers the migrant crisis at the border with sensitivity and compassion

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Migrants reach through a border wall for clothing handed out by volunteers as they wait between two border walls to apply for asylum Friday, May 12, 2023, in San Diego. Hundreds of migrants remain waiting between the two walls, many for days. The image was part of a series by Associated Press photographers Ivan Valencia, Eduardo Verdugo, Felix Marquez, Marco Ugarte Fernando Llano, Eric Gay, Gregory Bull and Christian Chavez that won the 2024 Pulitzer Prize for feature photography. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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                                        SAN DIEGO (AP) -- Gregory Bull began covering the U.S.-Mexico border in 1994 as a newspaper photographer at the Brownsville Herald in Texas. Since then, he has covered the border from both sides for The Associated Press, based in Mexico and later along the California side in San Diego. On Monday, together with staff photographers Eric Gay, Fernando Llano, Marco Ugarte and Eduardo Verdugo, and longtime AP freelance photographers Christian Chavez, Felix Marquez and Ivan Valencia, Bull won the Pulitzer Prize for feature photography for images that captured the harrowing global migration crisis through the Americas, a growing calamity not often covered at the human level. The photographers showed every step of the migrants' journey, with Bull focusing on the border. Here's what he had to say about creating this extraordinary image.
Why this photo
As the public health order that allowed the United States to quickly turn away migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border enacted during the Covid-19 pandemic ( Title 42 ) expired in 2023, many people seeking asylum were caught in between two border walls separating Tijuana, Mexico, and San Diego. Hundreds of people waited anxiously, unsure of how long they would be living in this area -- not quite in the United States but no longer in Mexico. Many spent all they had to get to this point in their journey. They had no way of knowing how much longer they needed to hold out.

    


This picture was taken after a person who had heard about the people stuck in limbo drove to the area with blankets and other items to donate. As she passed out items, word spread, and she became overwhelmed by people - and lacked enough items to give. Arms were thrust through the bars that make up the final border wall, as people started to realize there was not enough for everybody.




People frantically but politely continued to plead for supplies. My hope, at the moment I shot this, was that maybe it might convey that sense of frantic disorder and urgency that we were seeing all along the border.
How I made this photo

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There is no real secret recipe for this kind of photo. It takes some patience, and an interconnectedness with the people on both sides of the border. I think pictures such as this one often look like the photographer aggressively pushed their way forward. But it's more about connecting with people, biding your time, achieving a level of trust to where you can kind of disappear, hide in plain sight and wait for those elements you need to convey that feeling of urgency. Technically, you just need to have enough depth of field and a wide enough angle of view to allow for a larger "stage."

    


Why this photo works
The border wall bars provide a dependable vertical pattern, so it was kind of a matter of looking for diagonals to break up that pattern. I had similar frames before, but I feel like the woman's hand at right was what finally started to bring this picture together. But, design elements aside, I think this picture mostly works because of the look of despair on the face of the woman in the center. For me, her face sort of embodied the overall emotion most people were grappling with.
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here.
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BetterHelp customers begin receiving refund notices from $7.8M data privacy settlement, FTC says

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Federal Trade Commission building is seen, Jan. 28, 2015, in Washington. Many current and former BetterHelp customers have begun receiving refund eligibility notices spanning from a $7.8 million settlement reached with the online therapy provider last year over allegations that it shared sensitive health data with advertisers. In 2023, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission charged California-based BetterHelp with disclosing consumer data it had promised to keep private -- including information about mental health challenges -- with companies like Facebook and Snapchat for advertising purposes. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Federal Trade Commission building is seen, Jan. 28, 2015, in Washington. Many current and former BetterHelp customers have begun receiving refund eligibility notices spanning from a $7.8 million settlement reached with the online therapy provider last year over allegations that it shared sensitive health data with advertisers. In 2023, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission charged California-based BetterHelp with disclosing consumer data it had promised to keep private -- including information about mental health challenges -- with companies like Facebook and Snapchat for advertising purposes. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Many current and former BetterHelp customers have begun receiving refund eligibility notices spanning from a $7.8 million settlement reached with the online therapy provider last year over allegations that it shared sensitive health data with advertisers.
In 2023, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission charged California-based BetterHelp with disclosing consumer data it had promised to keep private -- including answers to personal mental health questions -- with companies like Facebook and Snapchat for advertising purposes. User emails and IP addresses were also shared in this way, the FTC said.
BetterHelp agreed to settle the FTC's allegations in March 2023. Now, payments will be making their way to impacted consumers. Some 800,000 people began receiving notices on Monday saying they are eligible for refunds, the FTC announced this week. 

    


The amount of the settlement payments will be split evenly, an agency spokesperson confirmed to The Associated Press, divvying out to just under $10 for each recipient.
According to the FTC, payments will go to those who signed up and paid for services from a BetterHelp website -- which also covers offerings on platforms including MyTherapist, Faithful Counseling and Price Counseling -- between August 2017 and December 2020. 




Eligible consumers should receive emails from Ankura Consulting Group, an independent redress administrator, about their payment options. For those who do not take any action, the default payment will come via PayPal at their email address -- but consumers can opt into different methods, such as Zelle or a paper check, through June 10, the FTC said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

BetterHelp has maintained that the 2023 settlement is not an admission of wrongdoing. In a statement published following the FTC's announcement this week, the company said it was "deeply committed to the privacy of our members and we value the trust people put in us by using our services."
BetterHelp added that it has "never shared" private information such as members' names or clinical therapy session data with advertisers -- and that it does not receive payments from third parties for information about its members.
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Thailand's prime minister wants to outlaw cannabis, 2 years after it was decriminalized

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Rattapon Sanrak founder of the Highland Cafe prepares a flower bud of marijuana for a customer, at Highland cafe shop in Bangkok, Thailand, Monday, Feb. 12, 2024. The Prime Minister of Thailand said Wednesday, May 8, 2024 that he wants cannabis to be officially classified as a narcotic drug, a rollback from the complete decriminalization of the plant two years ago. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- The prime minister of Thailand, the first country in Asia to legalize cannabis two years ago, said Wednesday that he wants to outlaw the drug again amid concerns that the lack of regulation had made it available to children and increased crimes. 
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin wrote on the social media platform X that he asked the Health Ministry to amend its list of narcotics to again include cannabis, and issue new rules to allow its use for medical purposes only.
Srettha also ordered local authorities to suppress criminal activities linked to the illegal drug trade and demanded to see progress within 90 days. 
After cannabis was decriminalized in 2022, it was initially said that it would be allowed only for medicinal use, but in practice the market was unregulated. It has prompted public backlash and concerns over misuse and crime. 

    


Decriminalization was spearheaded by the Bhumjaithai Party, whose stronghold is in the impoverished northeast where it promised farmers cannabis would be a new cash crop.
In the 2023 elections, all major parties -- including Bhumjaithai -- promised to restrict cannabis for medical use. 
Cannabis advocates and entrepreneurs have opposed a radical rollback, which they claimed would be damaging to the economy. Legal cannabis has fueled Thailand's tourism and farming sectors and spawned thousands of cannabis retails ranging from shops, trucks to market stalls all over the country.
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Edmunds: Trade or sell your car? What's best might surprise you

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - This photo provided by the Associated Press shows a salesperson shows an unsold 2024 Cooper SE electric hardtop to a prospective buyer as the vehicle sits on display on the showroom floor of a Mini dealership, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Highlands Ranch, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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                                        According to a recent Edmunds used vehicle report, demand for used cars is dropping and so are their values as the new-car market rebounds from pandemic-induced shortages. This is especially true for 1- and 2-year-old vehicles. So there's never been a more critical time to know whether it's better to sell your car privately or trade it in.
Both options have their advantages and drawbacks, and the best decision largely depends on your circumstances, priorities and preferences. Edmunds' experts run down what you need to know to make an informed decision.
SELLING PRIVATELY
Selling your vehicle privately will likely yield a higher sales price than trading in at a dealership. By doing so, you're essentially cutting out the middleman. But you'll likely pay for that profit in the time and energy you spend marketing your car, negotiating a sale, and managing the transaction itself. Whether a private sale is worth it comes down to time -- how much you have and how you want to spend it.

    


When selling your vehicle, expect to create and maintain ads; respond to inquiries; schedule time for potential buyers to view and drive your vehicle; and negotiate over the final sale price. It may take weeks or months. And you'll need to be sure you know what paperwork your state requires to legally carry out the transaction.




But there are benefits to selling privately. Besides the likelihood of getting more money for your vehicle, you also get final say on who you sell your vehicle to. If you have a strong attachment to your vehicle, you can screen the potential buyers to make sure it's going to someone who's going to treat it properly.
TRADING IN

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trading in your vehicle at a dealership can be a convenient option if simplicity and efficiency are your priorities, especially if you plan to buy a new vehicle from the same dealership. And it might make financial sense as well.
If you're concerned with fielding calls and meeting strangers from the internet near your home, a trade-in would be the safer bet. The same can apply when taking cash or a check from a stranger.

    


Trading in also allows you to get different offers for your car, often from the comfort of your home. You can get offers from online sites such as Edmunds that you can either accept or use as leverage to get a higher offer from other dealers. It may not always work, but at least you have an option to fall back on.
There's also an often overlooked tax benefit when trading in and buying from the same dealership. Many states allow the value of your trade-in vehicle to be deducted from the sales price of the car you're buying. In other words, in those states, you'll only pay sales tax on the difference in price between the vehicle you trade in and the vehicle you purchase. For example, imagine your new car costs $35,000 and the dealer gives you $20,000 for your trade-in. This means you'd only be paying sales tax on $15,000.
A dealership trade is also likely to be more convenient than selling on your own. Certainly car dealers aren't known for being efficient, but when compared to the time and energy you may spend selling privately, this is a better choice. And you might be able to leverage a discount, trade-in bonus or other incentive when trading in your vehicle to a dealer.

    


Of course, a dealer needs to leave enough room for its own profit when it flips your trade-in. That's why you're likely to get a lower trade value than if you sold privately. Also, negotiating the price of your trade-in at the same time as your new-vehicle purchase can lead to a lot of numbers flying around. The potential confusion certainly benefits the dealer.
EDMUNDS SAYS
The decision to sell or trade in your car depends on your priorities, time constraints and comfort level with the selling process. If maximizing profit and flexibility are paramount, selling privately is the better option. But if you value convenience and efficiency, trading in your car at a dealership is the more practical choice.
____
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Josh Jacquot is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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    [image: A general view of the Bank of England in London, Thursday May 9, 2024. The Bank of England has kept its main U.K. interest rate at a 16-year high of 5.25% with several policymakers still worrying about some key inflation measures. In a statement Thursday, the bank's nine-member Monetary Policy Committee voted 7-2 to keep rates unchanged, with the 2 dissenters backing a quarter-point reduction. (Yui Mok/PA via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The Bank of England maintained its key U.K. interest rate at a 16-year high of 5.25% though it gave a broad hint that a reduction could be on the cards as soon as June as inflation is forecast to fall below target.
In a statement Thursday, the bank's nine-member Monetary Policy Committee voted 7-2 to keep rates unchanged, with the 2 dissenters backing a quarter-point reduction. Last time, only one member voted for a quarter-point cut.
Like the U.S. Federal Reserve last week, which also kept rates, on hold the majority on the panel wanted to see more evidence that inflation is under control.
The increase in the number of those backing a U.K. rate reduction is a clear indication that there is a shifting balance on the committee in favor of cuts.
"We've had encouraging news on inflation and we think it will fall close to our 2% target in the next couple of months," said Bank Gov. Andrew Bailey. "We need to see more evidence that inflation will stay low before we can cut interest rates. I'm optimistic that things are moving in the right direction."

    


Bailey indicated that the financial markets are more pessimistic about the path of interest rates and that "it is likely that we'll need to cut bank rates in the coming quarters, possibly more so than is currently priced into markets."




However, he said a cut at the next meeting in June has "not been ruled out" but insisted that it was "not a fait accompli." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Headline inflation in the U.K. is down at an annual rate of 3.2%, its lowest level in two and a half years, but remains higher than the bank's 2% target.
In forecasts accompanying its decision, the Bank of England said it expects inflation to fall below the target between April and June, but rise again to 2.6% in the second half of this year as the impact of recent drops in energy prices fades.
Longer-term, it said it expects inflation to fall more than previously thought over the coming years to 1.5% in 2026. Given that it sets policy to target inflation months and years ahead, that's a further hint that rates will be cut soon.

    


That was certainly the view in financial markets, where the British pound fell against other currencies. It was down 0.4% against the dollar, for example, at $1.2450 in the immediate aftermath of the decision as traders priced in the prospect of lower returns on holding pounds.
The Bank of England, like the U.S. Fed and other central banks around the world, raised interest rates aggressively in late 2021 from near zero to counter price rises first stoked by supply chain issues during the coronavirus pandemic and then by Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Higher interest rates -- which cool the economy by making it more expensive to borrow -- have helped ease inflation, but they've also weighed on the British economy, which is barely growing.
"The decision to keep interest rates on hold, while expected, is a missed opportunity to provide much needed relief for those people struggling with their mortgage bills and businesses facing numerous cost pressures," said Suren Thiru, economics director at the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

    


Lawmakers in the U.K.'s governing Conservative Party, which appears headed for a big electoral defeat later this year to the Labour Party, is hoping the independent Bank of England starts cutting soon, relieving the pressure on financially-stretched households, thereby helping to fuel an economic feelgood factor.
"What we want is sustainably low interest rates, and I think what's encouraging is that the Bank of England governor, for the first time, has expressed real optimism that we're on that path," said Treasury chief Jeremy Hunt.
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Japanese automaker Nissan reports 92% jump in profit as sales surge

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Logo of Nissan is seen at the Japan Mobility Show in Tokyo on Oct. 26, 2023. Nissan's profit for the fiscal year through March jumped 92% to 426.6 billion yen ($2.7 billion) as sales grew in all major global markets except China, the Japanese automaker said Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Nissan's profit for the fiscal year through March jumped 92% to 426.6 billion yen ($2.7 billion) as sales grew in all major global markets except China, the Japanese automaker said Thursday. 
Annual sales surged nearly 20% to 12.7 trillion yen ($81.5 billion), Nissan Motor Co. said. 
For the January-March quarter, profit at Nissan, based in the port city of Yokohama, edged down slightly to 101.3 billion yen ($650 million) from 106.9 billion yen.
Quarterly sales rose 13% to 3.5 trillion yen ($22 billion) for the maker of the Leaf electric car, Infiniti luxury models and Z sportscars.
Chief Executive Makoto Uchida said Nissan was aiming for further growth under a strategy called "The Arc," kicking in from last month, focusing on electric vehicles to boost sales.
"We will do this step by step with a balanced product portfolio and by implementing optimal business strategies," he told reporters. 

    


Nissan hopes to maintain its leadership in electric vehicles in the Japanese market with its Ariya sports-utility vehicle. Its new U.S. models include the Armada and Murano SUVs, and the Infiniti QX80 luxury model. 




Nissan has said it will mass produce electric vehicles powered by next-generation batteries by early 2029, offering solid-state batteries in a range of models, including pickup trucks.
In March, Nissan and domestic rival Honda Motor Co. said they will work together in developing electric vehicles and auto intelligence technology. When asked by a reporter, Uchida said he could not comment yet beyond the announcement. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nissan is projecting a 380 billion yen ($2.4 billion) profit for the year through March 2025, down 11% on year, because of development costs that will include support for suppliers. 
The cheap yen has generally been a plus for Japanese exporters, including automakers, by raising the value of its overseas earnings when translated into yen.

    


But Nissan played down the perk, stressing a steady exchange rate was desirable. The cheap yen boosted Nissan's operating profit for the fiscal year ended in March by nearly 13%.
Nissan sold 3.44 million vehicles globally for the fiscal year, slightly lower than its projections but better than the 3.3 million vehicles for the year before.
By region, Nissan sales grew in the U.S., Japan and Europe, but dove 24% in China. The Chinese auto market has been challenging amid a price war in a market dominated by locals like BYD, with its strong EV offerings.
Still, Nissan is expecting its global sales to rise to 3.7 million vehicles for the year through March 2025, with sales recovering in China while continuing to grow in North America, Japan and Europe.
Nissan shares finished 0.9% higher in Tokyo trading, which closed before earnings were announced.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nissan-japan-automaker-sales-electrification-earnings-099fa182acce68aa61bdb767f9594ae2



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Boeing 737 catches fire and skids off the runway at a Senegal airport, injuring 10 people

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A Boeing 737 plane carrying 85 people has caught fire and skidded off a runway at the airport in Dakar, Senegal's capital, injuring 10 people.
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    [image: In this grab taken from video people jump down emergency slides, running from a plane, in Dakar, Senegal, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. A Boeing 737 plane carrying 85 people caught fire and skidded off a runway at the airport in Dakar, Senegal's capital, injuring 10 people. (Cheick Siriman Sissoko via AP)]
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                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- A Boeing 737-300 plane carrying 85 people skidded off a runway at the airport in Senegal's capital, injuring 10 people, according to the transport minister, an airline safety group and footage from a passenger that showed the aircraft on fire. 
"Our plane just caught fire," wrote Malian musician Cheick Siriman Sissoko in a post on Facebook that showed passengers jumping down the emergency slides at night as flames engulfed one side of the aircraft at the airport in Dakar. In the background, people can be heard screaming.
Transport Minister El Malick Ndiaye said the Air Senegal flight operated by TransAir was headed to Bamako, in neighboring Mali, late Wednesday with 79 passengers, two pilots and four cabin crew. The airport reopened on Thursday morning after closing overnight. 
The injured were being treated at a hospital, while the others were taken to a hotel to rest. Boeing referred a request for comment to the airlines. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Boeing 737 catches fire and skids off the runway at a Senegal airport, injuring 10 people
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on a plane that skidded off a runway in Senegal.

    


    


It was the third incident involving a Boeing airplane this week. Also on Thursday, 190 people were safely evacuated from a plane in Turkey after one of its tires burst during landing at a southern airport, Turkey's transportation ministry said.




The company has been under intense pressure since a door plug blew out of a Boeing 737 Max during an Alaska Airlines flight in January, leaving a gaping hole in the plane. The Federal Aviation Administration in February gave Boeing 90 days to come up with a plan to fix quality problems and meet safety standards for building planes after the accident.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The incident has raised scrutiny of Boeing to the highest level since two crashes of Boeing 737 Max jets in 2018 and 2019 that killed 346 people. About a dozen relatives of passengers who died in the second crash have been pushing the U.S. government to revive a criminal fraud charge against the company by determining that Boeing violated terms of a 2021 settlement.

    


In April, a Boeing whistleblower, Sam Salehpour, testified at a congressional hearing that the company had taken manufacturing shortcuts to turn out 787s as quickly as possible that could lead to jetliners breaking apart.
The Aviation Safety Network, which tracks airline accidents, described the plane as a Boeing 737-38J. The network published photos of the damaged plane in a grassy field, surrounded by fire suppressant foam, on X, formerly known as Twitter. One engine appeared to have broken apart and a wing was also damaged, according to the photos. 
ASN is part of the Flight Safety Foundation, a nonprofit group that aims to promote safe air travel and tracks accidents.
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Top public relations executive at Chinese technology firm Baidu apologizes after sparking backlash
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- A top public relations executive from Chinese technology firm Baidu apologized Thursday after she made comments in a series of videos that critics said glorified a culture of overwork.
Baidu's head of communications Qu Jing sparked a public outcry in China after she implied in the videos that she was not concerned about her employees as she was "not their mom" and said she only cared about results. She also said that the relationship between her and her subordinates was purely an "employer-employee relationship." 
The backlash was swift, with many on social media platforms like Weibo criticizing Qu for her lack of empathy.
Qu posted an apology Thursday on her private WeChat account, where she "sincerely apologized to all netizens" and clarified that she had not sought Baidu's permission before posting the videos.
Qu said that her short videos did not represent Baidu's stance. Baidu operates China's dominant search engine as well as Ernie Bot, an artificial intelligence service similar to ChatGPT. 

    


"Many of the criticisms are very pertinent, I am reflecting deeply and humbly accept them," she said. "There are many inappropriate (things said) in the video that caused external misunderstandings about the company's values and corporate culture, causing serious harm. I sincerely apologize."




Qu also pledged to improve her communication and management style and care more for her colleagues.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Baidu did not immediately comment.
Chinese online media outlet 36Kr reported Thursday that Qu had left her position at Baidu. The Associated Press was not able to independently verify Qu's departure.
The videos, which have since be taken down, came at a time when many young people in China are pushing back against a culture of competition and gruelling hours in the workplace. 
Qu received criticism for a range of subjects she mentioned in the series of short videos on Douyin.

    


In the series, she brought up an incident of certain employees who sent hundreds of complaint letters against her to the office, and threatened to ruin their careers by ensuring that they could never again find a job in the industry.
In one of the videos, she criticized an employee who refused to go on a 50-day business trip during the COVID-19 pandemic. China had implemented strict travel restrictions that at times included weeks of quarantine for travel even within the country.
"Why should I take into consideration my employee's family? I'm not her mother-in law," Qu said, adding that if employees refused to go on such business trips then they would not get salary raises or job promotions.
Chinese technology firms have long been criticized for their long working hours. 
A public debate was sparked in recent years over the "996" work culture, where employees in technology firms were expected to work from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., six days a week. The issue was also spotlighted after the deaths of two employees of Chinese e-commerce firm Pinduoduo, one of whom collapsed suddenly on the street on her way home from work.
Jack Ma, founder of Alibaba, also faced criticism in 2019 for endorsing the 12-hour workday culture, saying that those who enjoyed their work would not find the "996" practice to be a problem.
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Ramon Fonseca, partner in firm at center of "Panama Papers" scandal, dies

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Ramon Fonseca speaks during an interview at his office in Panama City, April 7, 2016. Fonseca, a partner in the Mossack Fonseca law firm at the center of the ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Ramon Fonseca speaks during an interview at his office in Panama City, April 7, 2016. Fonseca, a partner in the Mossack Fonseca law firm at the center of the "Panama Papers" scandal over the hiding of wealth in offshore entities, has died, a lawyer from his firm confirmed Thursday, May 9, 2024. He was 71. (AP Photo/Arnulfo Franco, File)
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                                        Ramon Fonseca, a partner in the Mossack Fonseca law firm at the center of the "Panama Papers" scandal over the hiding of wealth in offshore entities, has died, a lawyer from his firm confirmed Thursday. He was 71.
Lawyer Guillermina McDonald told The Associated Press in a phone message that Fonseca died late Wednesday. She said he had been hospitalized since two days before last month's start of a trial centered on his firm. A cause of death was not provided.
Fonseca was not present at the trial, but his partner Jurgen Mossack did attend. Fonseca was among more than two-dozen associates accused of helping some of the world's richest people hide their wealth. A verdict is still awaited.
The trial came eight years after the leak of 11 million financial documents that became known as the "Panama Papers." The leak prompted the resignation of the prime minister of Iceland and brought scrutiny to the then-leaders of Argentina and Ukraine, Chinese politicians, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, among others.

    


Panamanian prosecutors allege that Mossack, Fonseca and their associates created a web of shell companies that used complex transactions to hide money linked to illicit activities in the "car wash" corruption scandal of Brazilian construction giant Odebrecht.


Fonseca and others were charged with money laundering, which they denied.
Fonseca had said the firm, which closed in 2018, had no control over how its clients might use offshore vehicles created for them.
Mossack Fonseca helped create and sell around 240,000 shell companies across four decades in business. It announced its closure in March 2018, two years after the scandal erupted.
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Air Vanuatu cancels flights and considers bankruptcy protection

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: An Air Vanuatu plane makes an emergency landing at Sydney Airport, August 2, 2001, after suspected under carriage damage. Air Vanuatu announced on Thursday, May 9, 2024, the airline had cancelled international flights for four days and was considering bankruptcy protection for the South Pacific state-owned carrier. (Dean Lewins/AAP Image via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    An Air Vanuatu plane makes an emergency landing at Sydney Airport, August 2, 2001, after suspected under carriage damage. Air Vanuatu announced on Thursday, May 9, 2024, the airline had cancelled international flights for four days and was considering bankruptcy protection for the South Pacific state-owned carrier. (Dean Lewins/AAP Image via AP)
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Air Vanuatu announced Thursday the airline had cancelled international flights for four days and was considering bankruptcy protection for the South Pacific state-owned carrier.
It said international flights were cancelled until Sunday and flights after that day were "under review."
"The Vanuatu government is now considering placing Air Vanuatu into voluntary administration," a statement said, referring to a local equivalent of a U.S. Chapter 11 bankruptcy.
"The international firm Ernst & Young has been appointed to assist the Vanuatu government in reviewing available options and put forward recommendations," the statement added.
Thousands of travelers have been left stranded by the cancellations. 
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Yemen's Houthi rebels claim 2 attacks in Gulf of Aden as Iran official renews nuclear bomb threats

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Yemen's Houthi rebels on Thursday claimed responsibility for two missile attacks in the Gulf of Aden on two Panama-flagged container ships that caused no damage. Meanwhile, an adviser to Iran's supreme leader again threatened that Tehran could build a nuclear weapon if it chose to pursue atomic armaments. 
The comments by Yemeni military spokesman Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree and former Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi come as the allies of Hamas continue to pressure Israel over its continuing war on the militant group in the Gaza Strip. 
The Houthis insist their assaults on shipping through the crucial waterway leading to the Suez Canal and onward to the Mediterranean Sea will continue as long as the war goes on. Meanwhile, Iran already has launched an unprecedented drone-and-missile attack on Israel amid the war, bringing a yearslong shadow conflict between the two nations out into the light. 





    


Saree in a prerecorded statement claimed attacks on the MSC Diego and MSC Gina. The Joint Maritime Information Center, a U.S.-led coalition of nations operating in the Mideast, said those two missile attacks happened early Tuesday. 
"Neither were hit and all crew on board are safe," the center said. "The vessels were last reported proceeding to next port of call."
The center added that the vessels were "likely targeted due to perceived Israeli affiliation." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both vessels were operating for Geneva-based Mediterranean Shipping Co., which did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Saree did not say why it took the rebels two day to claim the attacks. He also claimed the Houthis targeted the MSC Vittoria, another container ship, in the Indian Ocean. An attack on that vessel, however, has not been reported or acknowledged by any authorities. 
The Houthis say their attacks on shipping in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden are aimed at pressuring Israel to end its war against Hamas in Gaza, which has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians there, according to local health officials. The war began after Hamas-led militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7, killing 1,200 people and taking some 250 others hostage.

    


The Houthis have launched more than 50 attacks on shipping, seized one vessel and sunk another since November, according to the U.S. Maritime Administration. Shipping through the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden has declined because of the threat.
Meanwhile Thursday, Iran's state-run IRNA news agency carried the comments made by Kharrazi, a former foreign minister under reformist President Mohammad Khatami. 
Speaking to the Al Jazeera news network in an interview that appeared not to have been immediately aired, Kharrazi elaborated on an atomic bomb threat he made to the channel back in 2022 amid tensions with the West over Iran's tattered 2015 nuclear deal with world powers. 
"If Iran's existence is threatened, we will have to change our nuclear doctrine," Kharrazi said, according to IRNA. "Recently, the military officials also announced that if Israel wants to attack nuclear facilities, it is possible and imaginable to revise Iran's nuclear doctrine and policies and divert from the previous declaration considerations."

    


Tensions have grown between Iran and the International Atomic Energy Agency since 2018, when then-President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew the United States from Tehran's nuclear deal. Since then, Iran has abandoned all limits the deal put on its program and enriches uranium to up to 60% purity -- near weapons-grade levels of 90%.
Meanwhile, tensions between Iran and Israel have hit a new high. Tehran launched a drone-and-missile attack on Israel last month after Israel's apparent attack on an Iranian consular building in Syria killed two Iranian generals and others.
The Iranian city of Isfahan then apparently came under Israeli fire in recent weeks, despite being surrounded by sensitive nuclear sites.
___
Associated Press writer Amir Vahdat in Tehran, Iran, contributed to this report.
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China's exports and imports return to growth in April as demand improves

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, containers are unloaded from a cargo ship at Qingdao Port, east China's Shandong Province on Feb. 11, 2024. China's exports and imports returned to growth in April, suggesting that demand is improving despite an uneven economic recovery, according to customs data released Thursday, May 9, 2024. (Li Ziheng/Xinhua via AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, containers are unloaded from a cargo ship at Qingdao Port, east China's Shandong Province on Feb. 11, 2024. China's exports and imports returned to growth in April, suggesting that demand is improving despite an uneven economic recovery, according to customs data released Thursday, May 9, 2024. (Li Ziheng/Xinhua via AP, File)
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- China's exports and imports returned to growth in April, suggesting that demand is improving despite an uneven economic recovery, according to customs data released Thursday. 
The report showed exports grew 1.5% in April compared to a year earlier, after falling 7.5% in March, the first contraction since November. Imports surged 8.4% in April, beating analysts' expectations and up from a 1.9% decline in March. 
China has introduced various policy support measures in recent months to support growth and boost confidence in the world's second-largest economy. 
China's trade surplus grew to $72.35 billion, up from $58.55 billion in March.
However, the outlook is not entirely positive given broader global trends, analysts said.
"We think export volumes will retreat over the coming months due to cooling consumer spending in advanced economies and the diminishing tailwind from lower export prices," Zichun Huang of Capital Economics said in a note.

    


Export growth was mainly due to a lower base of comparison in the previous year, Huang said. She said that import volumes were likely to bounce back further in the near future due to "fiscal spending supporting import-heavy construction."




The 10-nations of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations remained the largest destination for China's exports, accounting for 16.9% of the total for the first four months of the year, the report said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Exports to the U.S. fell 1.6% in April compared to the same time a year earlier. Shipments to the European Union also declined, slipping 3.3% year-on-year.
"Considering import demand could remain resilient but exports face a higher level of risk in coming months, we expect a smaller contribution from trade to growth starting in the second quarter," Lynn Song, an economist at ING Economics, said in a commentary.
China has struggled to bounce back after the COVID-19 pandemic, as it grapples with weaker demand globally after the Federal Reserve and other central banks raised interest rates to counter inflation. A slump in China's property sector also is weighing on growth.
China has set a target of around 5% for economic growth this year, an ambition that will require more policy support, economists say.
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Bank of England expected to wait for more evidence that inflation is under control before rate cut

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Bank of England in London, is shown on Dec. 15, 2022. The bank is expected to maintain interest rates at a 16-year high of 5.25%, but a cut wouldn't be a huge surprise as inflation falls from multi-decade highs. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Bank of England in London, is shown on Dec. 15, 2022. The bank is expected to maintain interest rates at a 16-year high of 5.25%, but a cut wouldn't be a huge surprise as inflation falls from multi-decade highs. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The Bank of England is expected to maintain interest rates at a 16-year high of 5.25% Thursday, but a cut wouldn't be a huge surprise as inflation falls from multi-decade highs.
The consensus in financial markets is that a majority of the bank's nine-member Monetary Policy Committee will hold off from voting for a cut -- like the U.S. Federal Reserve last week -- and will wait for more evidence that inflation is receding. 
Headline inflation in the U.K. is down at an annual rate of 3.2%, its lowest level in two and a half years, but remains higher than the bank's 2% target.
Economists believe inflation fell further in April, possibly to below 2%, as a result of sharply lower domestic energy bills, which could prompt some rate-setters to vote for a cut. At the last policymaking meeting, only one member voted for a cut.




Economists think that policymakers, still concerned about stubbornly high levels of pay growth and higher prices in the crucial services sector, will wait until the summer before supporting a rate cut.

    


Philip Shaw, chief economist at Investec, said the trend on the committee is clear and that a second member will switch to the "easing camp" and vote for a cut. 
"It seems unlikely though to be ready to bite the bullet just yet," he added.
The Bank of England, like the U.S. Fed and other central banks around the world, raised interest rates aggressively in late 2021 from near zero to counter price rises first stoked by supply chain issues during the coronavirus pandemic and then by Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Higher interest rates -- which cool the economy by making it more expensive to borrow -- have helped ease inflation, but they've also weighed on the British economy, which is barely growing.
The U.K.'s governing Conservative Party, which appears headed for a big electoral defeat later this year to the main opposition Labour Party, is hoping that interest rates start coming down soon, relieving the pressure on financially-stretched households, thereby helping to fuel an economic feelgood factor.
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Tiger Woods to be lone player on negotiating committee with Saudis
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    [image: Tiger Woods waves after his final round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | Tiger Woods waves after his final round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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[image: Tiger Woods hits from the bunker on the 15th hole during final round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, reacts after making birdie on the 16th hole during the final round of the PGA Zurich Classic golf tournament at TPC Louisiana in Avondale, La., Sunday, April 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Tiger Woods hits from the bunker on the 15th hole during final round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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                                        Tiger Woods will be the lone player on a five-member subcommittee that will be involved in negotiations with the Public Investment Fund, part of a busy day of governance as the PGA Tour tries to strike a deal with Saudi backers of LIV Golf.
Woods was appointed to the PGA Tour board in August, making him the sixth player-director and the only one whose board term has no limits.
The tour said Woods will be part of the "transaction subcommittee" on the board of PGA Tour Enterprises that will handle day-to-day negotiations as PIF seeks to become a minority investor. 
Also on the subcommittee are PGA Tour Commissioner Jay Monahan, board chairman Joe Gorder, John W. Henry of Fenway Sports Group and Joe Ogilvie, a former tour player appointed as a director liaison in March.
The subcommittee reports back to the full board.
The developments capped a day that began with Rory McIlroy losing the inside track on rejoining the board as Webb Simpson's replacement when board members resisted his return.

    


"I think there was a subset of people on the board that were maybe uncomfortable with me coming back on for some reason," McIlroy said at the Wells Fargo Championship in Charlotte, North Carolina, where a $20 million signature event is being played.




Simpson had offered to resign, but only if McIlroy were to replace him. When a player director resigns, the other players on the board have to unanimously agree on a successor. McIlroy resigned from the board in November, and the players selected Jordan Spieth to replace him.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The seven players -- Woods, Spieth, Simpson, Ogilvie, Patrick Cantlay, Adam Scott and Peter Malnati -- are on the board of the PGA Tour and PGA Tour Enterprises, the commercial entity that agreed to a deal with Strategic Sports Group as a minority investor.
That deal included a $1.5 billion investment, which could be as much as $3 billion.

    


McIlroy was willing to return, believing he could help find a solution to the split in golf that has left some of the best players on two tours. McIlroy sees the reunification in some form as the ultimate goal and rubbed players the wrong way when he suggested earlier this year that LIV players return without punishment.
"Today's news is in no way a commentary on Rory's important perspective and influence," Monahan said in a statement. "It's simple a matter of adherence to our governance process by which a tour player becomes a board member.
"Webb remaining in his position as a member of the policy board and PGA Tour Enterprises board through the end of his term provides the continuity needed at this vital time," he said. "We are making progress in our negotiations with the PIF."
McIlroy is certain to stay involved in an unofficial capacity based on his experience of two years on the board and his voice in the game. He was the only European tour member on the PGA Tour board, and McIlroy has cultivated relationships across continents during his career.
He had said on a British soccer podcast at the start of this year that he met with the PIF governor, Yasir Al-Rumayyan, at the DP World Tour Championship in Dubai in late 2022 and that he returned home and encouraged the tour board to meet with him.

    


The framework agreement among the PGA Tour, European tour and PIF was announced June 6, with a deadline to finalize it by the end of 2023. Negotiations continue with little progress.
Woods was among the player directors who went to the Bahamas on March 18 -- Monahan and Henry also attended -- to meet with Al-Rumayyan. 
Woods said at the Masters about that meeting, "I don't know if we're closer, but certainly we're headed in the right direction. That was a very positive meeting, and I think both sides came away from the meeting feeling positive."
Gorder is the chairman and CEO of Valero, the title sponsor of the Texas Open. He has been appointed the inaugural chairman of the PGA Tour Enterprises board.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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AstraZeneca pulls its COVID-19 vaccine from the European market

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Medical staff prepares an AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine during preparations at the vaccine center in Ebersberg near Munich, Germany, Monday, March 22, 2021. The pharma giant AstraZeneca has requested that its European authorization for its COVID vaccine be pulled, according to the EU medicines regulator on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, FILE)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The pharma giant AstraZeneca has requested that the European authorization for its COVID-19 vaccine be pulled, according to the EU medicines regulator.
In an update on the European Medicines Agency's website Wednesday, the regulator said that the approval for AstraZeneca's Vaxzevria had been withdrawn "at the request of the marketing authorization holder."
AstraZeneca's COVID-19 vaccine was first given the nod by the EMA in January 2021. Within weeks, however, concerns grew about the vaccine's safety, when dozens of countries suspended the vaccine's use after unusual but rare blood clots were detected in a small number of immunized people. The EU regulator concluded AstraZeneca's shot didn't raise the overall risk of clots, but doubts remained.
Partial results from its first major trial -- which Britain used to authorize the vaccine -- were clouded by a manufacturing mistake that researchers didn't immediately acknowledge. Insufficient data about how well the vaccine protected older people led some countries to initially restrict its use to younger populations before reversing course.

    


Billions of doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine were distributed to poorer countries through a U.N.-coordinated program, as it was cheaper and easier to produce and distribute. But studies later suggested that the pricier messenger RNA vaccines made by Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna provided better protection against COVID-19 and its many variants, and most countries switched to those shots. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.K.'s national coronavirus immunization program in 2021 heavily relied on AstraZeneca's vaccine, which was largely developed by scientists at Oxford University with significant financial government support. But even Britain later resorted to buying the mRNA vaccines for its COVID booster vaccination programs and the AstraZeneca vaccine is now rarely used globally.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Kenya's public hospital doctors sign agreement to end national strike after almost 2 months

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Doctors and other medical staff take part in a protest, in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Kenya's public hospital doctors union on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, signed a return to work agreement with the government, ending a national strike that began in mid-March and had left patients in limbo. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga, File)]
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- Kenya's public hospital doctors union on Wednesday signed a return to work agreement with the government, ending a national strike that began in mid-March and had left patients in limbo.
Davji Atellah, the union secretary general, said the doctors agreed to trust the government to implement an agreement to ensure the labor issues that caused the strike, including poor remuneration and working conditions, are resolved.
A labor court on Tuesday had given doctors and the government 48 hours to sign a return to work agreement, failure to which the matter would be determined by the court.
Kenya's Health Minister Susan Nakhumicha said the doctors had proved to be better negotiators than the government side, adding that they had put up "quite a fight."
The end of the strike comes as a relief to millions of Kenyans seeking health services from public hospitals that had been crippled by the strike.

    


Some hospitals had decided to hire temporary doctors for emergency services.
In 2017, doctors at Kenya's public hospitals held a 100-day strike -- the longest ever held in the country -- to demand better wages and for the government to restore the country's dilapidated public-health facilities.
Kenya is currently dealing with the devastating effects of flooding that has affected 235,000 people since mid-March when the rainy season started.
____
Follow AP's Africa coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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With inflation soaring, Argentina will start printing 10,000 peso notes

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: File - A worker counts money at a grocery store in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Nov. 21, 2023. Prices have surged so dramatically that the government has multiplied the size of its biggest banknote in circulation to 10,000 peso note, five times the value of the previous biggest bill, according to the central bank on May 8, 2024, and the new bill is expected circulate in June. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)]
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- Prices in Argentina have surged so dramatically in recent months that the government has multiplied the size of its biggest bank note in circulation by five -- to 10,000 pesos, worth about $10. 
The central bank announcement Tuesday promised to lighten the load for many Argentines who must carry around giant bags -- occasionally, suitcases -- stuffed with cash for simple transactions. Argentina's annual inflation rate reached 287% in March, among the highest in the world. 
The new denomination note -- five times the value of the previous biggest bill -- is expected to hit the streets next month in a bid to "facilitate transactions between users," the central bank said. The 10,000 peso note is worth $11 at the country's official exchange rate and $9 at the black market exchange rate. 
Across Argentina, hard currency -- specifically, the country's ubiquitous 1,000-peso notes -- remains the most popular way to pay for things. When first printed in 2017, the 1,000-peso note was worth $58 on the black market. Now, it's worth a dollar.





    


Given the instability unleashed by Argentina's worst financial crisis in two decades, vendors prefer old-fashioned cash payments for big purchases and offer steep discounts to incentivize paper bills over electronic transfers.
Argentina's libertarian President Javier Milei, who took office last December, campaigned on a promise to tame inflation and stabilize the local currency by reversing the policies of past left-leaning governments that printed money to finance public spending. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But in the meantime, his harsh austerity drive has pushed prices up to levels in the U.S. and Europe, adding to the economic woes of ordinary Argentines. A massive nationwide strike, the latest in a series of protests, is planned for Thursday. 
Even as annual inflation remains high, Milei cites a gradual slowdown in Argentina's monthly inflation rate since last December to insist his plan is working. Confident consumer prices can continue creeping downward, policymakers lowered the central bank's key interest rate three times last month. 

    


The new 10,000 peso notes feature small artistic portraits of Manuel Belgrano, a founding father of Argentina, and Maria Remedios del Valle, a Black Argentine woman and army captain who gained fame fighting the country's War of Independence.
Argentina's central bank said it would introduce an even bigger bill -- a 20,000-peso note -- later this year.
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Gambling legislation remains stalled in session's closing hours
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Gambling legislation remains stalled in the Alabama Senate with members expressing doubt that it will get another vote in the closing hours of the legislative session.
The session ends Thursday and supporters have been unable to break a stalemate in the state Senate after the measure initially failed by one vote last week. Supporters had hoped to get the bill back for another vote but said that seems increasingly unlikely to happen as the session winds down. 
"I think it's dead, probably," Senate Minority Leader Bobby Singleton said. Singleton was a member of the conference committee that had worked on the legislation. "They don't have the appetite for bringing it up. Can't get anybody to talk about it," he said. 
Republican Rep. Chris Blackshear, the bill sponsor, said it looks like it would take a "miracle of Biblical proportion" to get the bill taken up in the Senate.

    


"I just hope the senators that voted no and couldn't get on board take time to drive around the state and see for themselves, the problems we have in all 67 counties," Blackshear said Wednesday.
The stalled conference committee proposal would authorize a state lottery and allow "electronic games of chance" including slot machines and video poker, but not table games, at seven locations. The Alabama House of Representatives voted 72-29 for the conference committee proposal, exceeding the 63 votes required to win approval in the 105-member chamber. The measure failed by one vote in the Senate, where 21 votes were required. 




Republican Sen. Garlan Gudger, a member of the conference committee, said Tuesday evening that the outlook is increasingly "gloomy." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

 "I don't think it's coming back up," Gudger said. 
However, Republican Rep. Andy Whitt, who led a group of legislators who worked on the legislation, said he remains optimistic. 
"I always remain hopeful until the last day," Whitt said. "It's up to the Senate."

    


The conference committee proposed the compromise after the House and Senate approved different versions of the bill. The sweeping House-passed plan would have allowed a lottery, sports betting and up to 10 casinos in the state. The state Senate scaled back that proposal.
Supporters were aiming for the first public vote on gambling in 25 years. Voters in 1999 rejected a lottery proposed by then-Gov. Don Siegelman.
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Beyond Meat urges investors to look past bumpy Q1, says new US burger could reignite sales

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Beyond Meat products are seen in a refrigerated case inside a grocery store in Mount Prospect, Ill., Feb. 19, 2022. Beyond Meat reports earnings on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)]
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                                        Plant-based meat maker Beyond Meat urged investors to look past its mixed first quarter results Wednesday, saying a new, healthier burger hitting U.S. shelves now will help reignite weak sales.
"We really do believe we are at the early stages of a pivotal and terrific year for Beyond Meat," President and CEO Ethan Brown said during a conference call with investors. "We're doing the things you need to do to get through a period that's challenging and return to growth."
The comments came after a bumpy first quarter that saw lower demand for Beyond Meat's burgers, steak and chicken in the U.S. and abroad.
The El Segundo, California-based company said its revenue fell 18% to $75.6 million in the January-March period. That was slightly higher than the $75.2 million Wall Street expected, according to analysts polled by FactSet.
It was the company's eighth straight quarter of year-over-year revenue declines.

    


Beyond Meat said U.S. retail demand was soft despite discounts on its products. The company said sales also fell compared to last year because it discontinued its Beyond Meat Jerky. U.S. retail and food service sales were both down 16%.




International retail sales fell 12%, reflecting lower demand for plant-based chicken, Beyond Meat said. International food service sales fell 29%. Beyond Meat said it was a tough comparison to the first quarter of 2023, when Beyond Meat filled a big order for McDonald's as its plant-based McNuggets went on sale in Europe.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brown said inflationary concerns seemed to dampen demand for its products in some markets, including the United Kingdom and Canada. But he said Beyond Meat remains bullish about Europe, and noted that McDonald's recently expanded sales of its McPlant burger -- co-developed with Beyond Meat -- to Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia.
Brown said the fourth iteration of the Beyond Burger, which is rolling out to U.S. stores now, addresses consumers' concerns about the health of the company's products. It has 60% less saturated fat and more protein than its predecessor, for example. Beyond Meat plans a marketing campaign to spread the word about the new burger.

    


"We wanted to tackle that directly and try to make our products as unassailable on the health side as they are on the climate and environment and animal welfare side of things," Brown said.
The burger will also be priced higher than the outgoing burger, reflecting its premium positioning, he said.
Beyond Meat signaled its confidence by reiterating its outlook. Beyond Meat expects net revenue in the range of $315 million to $345 million for the full year. The company reported full-year revenue of $343 million in 2023.
But investors appeared skeptical. Beyond Meat's shares plunged 15% in after-hours trading.
Beyond Meat's first quarter net loss narrowed to $54.4 million from $59 million in the same quarter a year ago. Adjusted for one-time items, the company lost 72 cents per share. That was higher than the 67-cent loss analysts were expecting, according to FactSet.
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Slow to expand, internet casino gambling is the future of US betting, industry execs say
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    [image: FILE - Elaine Vallaster reacts to a winning spin while playing an internet slots game on her tablet in Hazlet, N.J. on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. Internet gambling is currently offered in seven states but has been slow to catch on more widely in the U.S. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, File)]
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[image: FILE - Elaine Vallaster is reflected in the screen of her tablet while playing an internet slots game in Hazlet, N.J. on Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. Internet gambling is currently offered in seven states but has been slow to catch on more widely in the U.S. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, File)]
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[image: A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Rob Norton, president of Cordish Gaming, speaks at a gambling conference on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, in Secaucus, N.J. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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        Slow to expand, internet casino gambling is the future of US betting, industry execs say
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                                        SECAUCUS, N.J. (AP) -- Internet casino gambling is legal in only a handful of states, but the industry is convinced it is the future of betting, even as some worry about cannibalizing physical casinos.
Speaking Wednesday at the SBC Summit North America, a major gambling industry conference, industry executives acknowledged the difficulty they've had in expanding the legalization of online casino games.
Yet they remain certain that, like many other industries, the future of gambling is online.
"Once you get to millennials, people are comfortable basically running their entire life off their cell phone," said Elizabeth Suever, a vice president with Bally's Corporation. "This is where gaming is going."
It's just not getting there all that quickly.
Only seven U.S. states currently offer legal online casino games: Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and West Virginia. Nevada offers internet poker but not online casino games.

    


In contrast, 38 states plus Washington D.C. offer legal sports betting, the overwhelming majority of which is done online, mostly through cell phones.




When the U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way in 2018 for any U.S. state to offer legal sports betting, such bets "took off like a rocket," said Shawn Fluharty, a West Virginia legislator and president of the National Council of Legislators from Gaming States.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Many people thought i-gaming would follow suit," he said. "That has not taken place."
"It's been a rough road," agreed Brandt Iden, a vice president with Fanatics Betting & Gaming. "I-gaming is paramount; this is the direction the industry needs to go to be successful, and this is where consumers want it to go."
Last month, Deutsche Bank issued a research note saying it is likely a matter of "when, not if" internet gambling in Atlantic City overtakes revenue from physical casinos.

    


Panelists agreed the industry needs to do a better job of educating state lawmakers about internet casino games, drawing explicit comparisons with the illegal, unregulated offshore web sites that attract customers from across the country. Legal sites are strictly regulated and offer customer protections, including responsible gambling options like self-imposed time-outs and deposit and activity limits, they said.
Cesar Fernandez, a senior director with FanDuel, said online casino games should prove increasingly attractive as federal post-pandemic aid dries up and states look for new revenue without raising taxes on their residents.
"Since 2018, FanDuel has paid $3.2 billion in taxes," he said. "That's a lot of teacher salaries, a lot of police officers and firefighters."
The industry cites several challenges to wider approval of internet casino gambling, including fears of increasing gambling addiction by "putting a slot machine in people's pocket," Iden said, adding casino companies need to do a better job of publicizing player protections the online companies offer.
Then there is the ongoing debate in the industry over whether internet gambling cannibalizes physical casinos. Many in the industry have long said the two types of gambling complement each other.

    


But recently, some casino executives have said they believe online gambling is hurting the revenues of brick-and-mortar casinos. Rob Norton, president of Cordish Gaming, which owns physical casinos and internet gambling operations, has become one of the loudest voices raising the alarm that online gambling is hurting established physical casinos.
"We're setting ourselves up for our own failure," he said Wednesday.
Norton said that once online sports betting began in Maryland, in-person sports betting revenue in the company's Maryland Live! casino declined by 65% "and has stayed there."
There has been a decrease of about 7,000 people a day entering the physical casino since mobile sports betting began, Norton said.
He said that may be one reason why online casino games have not spread more widely.
"Last year, eight states considered i-gaming," he said. "Not one passed." 

    


Adam Glass, an executive with Rush Street Interactive, an online gambling company, said his firm has relationships with physical casinos as well, and works hard to be "additive" to them.
He said online gambling can also be a job creator, not only designing and operating the games themselves, but also in ancillary industries like marketing and media.
Ouincy Raven, U.S. managing director of NeoGames Group, a technology platform company recently acquired by Aristocrat Leisure Limited, said what may appear as cannibalization to one person may in fact be successful business to another company that takes market share from a rival by giving the customer what he or she wants.
"That's not cannibalization; it's just competition," he said.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X, formerly Twitter, at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC
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South Carolina Senate turns wide-ranging energy bill into resolution supporting more power
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    [image: South Carolina Sen. Michael Johnson, R-Fort Mill, left, talks to Sen. Tom Davis, R-Beaufort, as the Senate debates whether to ban gender-affirming care for transgender minors was this in Columbia, S.C., Wednesday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- A bill that power companies call vital to keeping the lights on in South Carolina has been turned into a resolution that only expresses support for the idea by the Senate, which wasn't ready to give more latitude to utilities that cost ratepayers billions.
The Senate agreed on a 39-2 vote Wednesday to gut the House's 80-plus page energy bill and replace it with a resolution acknowledging the state's power needs are growing. They also promised to extensively discuss energy matters this fall and have their own legislation ready around the time the General Assembly returns in 2025.
Upset that the Senate wasn't taking up the proposal, the House started attaching it to entirely different bills like one requiring therapists to take suicide prevention training and another to allow firefighters who live outside the state to get cancer health care benefits if they work in South Carolina.

    


Republican Sen. Tom Davis spent weeks trying to broker the impasse, but many senators, including their leadership, did not want to act quickly to relax rules and safeguards.
Those rules were put in place after state-owned Santee Cooper and private South Carolina Electric & Gas cost ratepayers and shareholders billions of dollars when they collected the money to build a pair of nuclear reactors that were abandoned before construction was finished.




In the end, the best Davis said the Senate could do was the resolution, which he said should be considered a nod to all the work the House did to handle what is an important issue.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We all have the same objectives. We want to increase capacity in a responsible way. I think it was just a frank acknowledgment the two chambers are at a different points in that process right now," Davis said.
The proposal now heads back to the House, which has until the regular session ends Thursday to decide if it will accept the Senate's version, insist on its own or just let the matter die.

    


All 170 members of the General Assembly are up for reelection in November.
The bill was introduced in February and passed the House in about a month. Power companies said they need to revamp South Carolina's rules on utilities to make it easier to build new plants and generate more energy after rolling blackouts were nearly needed on Christmas Eve 2022.
The House bill's short term goal is to make sure private Dominion Energy, which bought South Carolina Electric & Gas after the nuclear debacle, and Santee Cooper can build a natural-gas fired power plant in the Lowcountry. It allowed faster approval of gas pipelines needed for the project.
The long term goals include items such as reducing the Public Service Commission which oversees utilities from seven members, having watchdogs consider the health of utilities as well as the needs for ratepayers as they make decisions and allowing utilities to release less information about some projects publicly before they are approved.
Republican Senate Majority Leader Shane Massey has said most if not all of those goals are noble. But after working on all kinds of legislation after the construction was halted on the nuclear plants in 2017 he wants to take time and let the Senate hold hearings and study the issue. The House held its own hearings earlier this year.

    


Massey is especially annoyed Dominion ratepayers are already on the hook to pay for the nuclear plants that never generated a watt of power and are being asked to pay for another power plant.
Nearly half the House was elected after the nuclear debacle in which construction was halted on two new nuclear reactors before they were finished. Three-quarters of the senators were serving when the reactors went bust.
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Candace Parker takes a new job with Adidas after retiring from a 16-year WNBA career

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Las Vegas Aces forward Candace Parker reacts during the first half of a WNBA basketball game against the Seattle Storm, May 20, 2023, in Seattle. The three-time WNBA champion has announced she's retiring. Parker, a two-time league MVP, announced in a social media post on Sunday, April 28, 2024 that she's ending her career after 16 seasons. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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                                        Candace Parker has a new job as president of women's basketball at Adidas.
The three-time WNBA champion announced her retirement as a player on April 28 after 16 seasons.
On Wednesday, Adidas announced Parker will help create a platform "aimed at influencing and elevating the future of women's sports." She'll also oversee the brand's women's basketball products.
"Stepping into this new leadership role is a deeply personal next step in my journey with Adidas," she said in a statement. "It's not just about products; it's about fostering a movement focused on innovation, representation, and access."
Parker will also play a role in building upon the brand's roster of women players that includes Aliyah Boston and Nneka Ogwumike and Chiney Ogwumike.
"We are confident that she is a perfect fit to evolve the Adidas women's basketball business and catalyze a new era of growth and credibility for the brand," Eric Wise, global general manager of Adidas Basketball, said in a statement.

    


Parker, 38, had been dealing with a foot injury that kept her off the court last season and she decided to retire because she didn't want to "cheat the game" or herself.




Parker played her first 13 seasons in the league with the Los Angeles Sparks, establishing her dominance early as a No. 1 pick who won Rookie of the Year and league MVP in the same season. Parker was the only WNBA player to accomplish that feat, averaging 18.5 points, 9.5 rebounds and 3.4 assists.
She earned her second MVP award in 2013 and won her first title in 2016 with the Sparks. She'd go on to win a second title with her hometown Chicago Sky in 2021 and a third with the Las Vegas Aces last season.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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Georgia lawmakers vowed to restrain tax breaks. But the governor's veto saved a data-center break
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    [image: FILE -- A banner hangs during a ceremony announcing a proposed $300 million expansion of Google's data center operations Tuesday, June 2, 2015, in Lithia Springs, Ga. Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp on Tuesday, May 7, 2024, vetoed a bill that would have suspended tax breaks for new and expanding data centers. (AP Photo/David Goldman, file)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia lawmakers vowed they were going to rein in tax breaks for businesses this year.
Their efforts came to nothing.
Gov. Brian Kemp on Tuesday vetoed a two-year pause in a sales tax exemption the state gives for building and equipping computer data centers, after an intensive lobbying effort to preserve the tax break.
Kemp's veto shows how hard it is to root out established tax breaks, said lawmakers and national experts.
"Any time you create a carve-out in your tax code, you then create a self-interested lobby around it," said Greg LeRoy, the executive director of Good Jobs First, a liberal-leaning group long skeptical of economic development incentives.
The Republican governor wrote that he was vetoing House Bill 1192 because businesses had already made plans for data centers using the exemption and that the "abrupt" July 1 freeze would undermine "the investments made by high-technology data center operators, customers, and other stakeholders in reliance on the recent extension, and inhibiting important infrastructure and job development."

    


The dispute in Georgia mirrors fights in other states including Virginia, where the rising number of data centers is sparking a backlash, and in Arkansas, where lawmakers are moving to impose new restrictions on data centers that mine cryptocurrency. 




In Georgia, some people are pushing the city of Atlanta to ban data centers near transit stations and the Beltline walking trail, as well as to stop offering local property tax abatements atop the state sales tax break. Although local jurisdictions benefit from property taxes on investments that can run into the hundreds of millions of dollars, data centers typically support few jobs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Freezing the data-center tax exemption was the only bill that advanced following a a monthslong review of all the tax breaks that Georgia offers to various industries Lawmakers earlier gutted and then discarded an effort to cap the $1.35 billion Georgia spends on income tax credits subsidizing movie and television production.

    


So many data centers are opening or expanding in the state that it is causing a notable drain on the power grid, leading Georgia Power Co. to say it quickly needs to build or contract for new electrical generation capacity. The International Energy Agency says electrical consumption from data centers worldwide could double by 2026, calling for a focus on efficiency.
Georgia Power says new users will more than pay for the additional generating capacity that public service commissioners approved last month, putting downward pressure on bills for other users. But others are wary of those claims because of a climb in electrical bills in recent years.
Environmental groups are among those seeking to curb the tax exemption because Georgia Power's new plants would be fueled by natural gas, increasing fossil fuel emissions. Environmental groups also worry about how much water data centers use to cool their computers.
"Giving data centers a tax break without investigating their impact on our environment and billpayers is shortsighted," Jennette Gayer, director of Environment Georgia, said in a statement. 

    


The bill would have created a committee to study the impact of data centers on the electrical grid.
A 2022 review of the sales tax exemption by the University of Georgia's Carl Vinson Institute of Government projects the state will forgo $307 million more from 2024 through 2030 than it will collect from sales taxes on data center construction and operations. For example, the state is projected to forgo $44 million in revenue this year but only get $13 million back from other sales taxes.
The failure also raises questions about Republican Lt. Gov. Burt Jones' long-term goal of further cutting Georgia's state income tax rate for all residents and businesses. He wants to shore up other tax revenue to offset those cuts.
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Chuck Hufstetler, a Rome Republican who has spearheaded efforts to scrutinize tax breaks, said lawmakers could revisit the data center tax break next year. He said that he has in part focused on keeping new exemptions from becoming law.
"It's disappointing that we moved that slow, but it will be a continuing process as we look at these," Hufstetler said. "I think it's extra difficult to get them out."
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Shopify's shares tumble on weak outlook after a very strong start to 2024

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Ottawa, Ontario, headquarters of Canadian e-commerce company Shopify is seen, May 29, 2019. Shopify's stock is poised to potentially tumble to an all-time low Wednesday, May 8, 2024, as the company gave a disappointing second-quarter forecast that includes easing revenue growth and thinner margins. (Justin Tang/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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                                        Shares of Shopify plunged Wednesday after the Canadian company that helps retailers with online sales warned of easing revenue growth and thinner margins in the current quarter. 
That caught a lot of investors off guard after the company rebounded strongly from the pandemic and started 2024 with a bang. 
Shopify Inc. predicts that revenue will climb by a high-teens percentage rate for the second quarter, well below the 23% jump in the first quarter.
The e-commerce company anticipates quarterly gross margin will decrease by about 50 basis points compared with the first quarter, when that measured 51.4%.
Shares slid 19.5% in afternoon trading, a bit of a recovery after having been down more than 21% earlier. 
For the first quarter, Shopify reported an adjusted profit of 20 cents per share on revenue of $1.86 billion. Analysts polled by Zacks Investment Research expected a profit of 16 cents per share on revenue of $1.84 billion.

    


During a conference call Wednesday, Chief Financial Officer Jeff Hoffmeister said that while consumer spending in North America remains resilient, some softness in Europe and a strong U.S. dollar are factored into its outlook.


Europe's economy perked up slightly at the start of the year, recording 0.3% growth in the January-March quarter compared to the last three months of 2023. But the economy has been held back by high inflation that has sapped consumer purchasing power, and by an energy price spike related to Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, in the U.S. consumers remain largely resilient, but some other companies have noticed a pullback in spending from customers. 
Starbucks lowered expectations for its full-year sales and profit in late April after a disastrous quarter that saw a slowdown in store visits worldwide. In the U.S., Starbucks saw a sharper and faster decline in consumer confidence and spending than it had anticipated.

    


The Conference Board, a business research group, said late last month that U.S. consumer confidence fell for the third straight month in April as consumers continue to confront elevated prices and high interest rates.
McDonald's said late last month that it plans to increase deals and value messaging to combat slowing sales.
The Chicago fast food giant said inflation-weary customers are eating out less often in many big markets. In the first quarter, fast food traffic was unchanged or down in the U.S., Australia, Canada, Japan, the United Kingdom and Germany.
The government is slated to report retail sales for the month of April next week, which should offer some more insight into shopping behavior. 
___
AP Retail Writer Anne D'Innocenzio in New York contributed to this report. 
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How a Texas man is testing out-of-state abortions by asking a court to subpoena his ex-partner

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Demonstrators march and gather near the Texas Capitol following the U.S. Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, June 24, 2022, in Austin, Texas. A Texas man is petitioning a court to use an obscure legal action to find out who helped his former partner in an alleged out-of-state abortion, setting up the latest test to the limits of statewide abortion bans. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- A Texas man is petitioning a court to authorize an obscure legal action to find out who allegedly helped his former partner obtain an out-of-state abortion, setting up the latest test of the reach of statewide abortion bans. 
As some states work to expand abortion access and others impose more limits following the U.S. Supreme Court's overturning of Roe V. Wade, antiabortion activists have begun testing the boundaries of statewide bans in court. Abortion advocates call these legal actions a scare tactic, and stress that crossing state lines to obtain an abortion remains legal. 
Both sides agree the Texas case could test the meaning of "leave it to the states," a phrase echoed by former President Donald Trump on the campaign trail.
WHAT IS HAPPENING IN TEXAS?
Documents pertaining to this Texas petition have been sealed by the court for the woman's safety, but according to The Washington Post, which first reported the legal action, the man's attorney is Jonathan Mitchell, a former Texas solicitor general and architect of Texas' strict abortion ban. Representing the woman is the Center for Reproductive Rights and attorneys at Arnold and Porter.

    


Her attorneys say the man has made a "Rule 202" request -- a filing that usually precedes a lawsuit when illegal activity is suspected. If approved, the court could allow the man to seek documents related to the alleged procedure and order the woman and others accused of helping her to sit for depositions.




The Texas abortion ban provides for enforcement either through a private civil action or under the state's criminal statutes, which were updated to prohibit nearly all abortions, punishable by up to life in prison for anyone held responsible for helping a woman obtain one. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is the first legal action they've seen to assert that women can't leave Texas to get an abortion somewhere else, said Marc Hearron, a senior counsel at the center. 

    


"Being involved in or helping someone get a legal abortion outside of Texas is legal," said Hearron. "There is nothing wrong with it."
Mitchell did not immediately respond to multiple calls from The Associated Press seeking comment. 
"The limit on the ability to travel is a step beyond what I think we have seen anywhere," said Michelle Simpson Tuegel, an attorney who specializes in women's rights cases. "I pray we are not living in times where our high courts are going to say that our home states can trap us when we are pregnant."
THE STATE OF INTERSTATE ABORTION ACCESS
Since the U.S. Supreme Court ended the nationwide right to abortion two years ago, a looming question has been how states with bans might try to stop their residents from obtaining abortions in states where they're legal.
At least 14 states controlled by Democrats have passed laws seeking to protect providers and others who help people obtain abortions in their states. Some also protect people who prescribe abortion pills via telemedicine to people in states with bans.
Idaho adopted a ban on what it calls "abortion trafficking," aimed at preventing transporting minors out of state for an abortion without parental permission, but enforcement has been paused by a federal judge. Tennessee lawmakers passed a similar measure last month, but Republican Gov. Bill Lee has not yet signed it.

    


After Alabama's attorney general said his office would "look at" groups that help women get abortions, the U.S. Department of Justice, an abortion fund and former providers asked a court to block such investigations. On Monday, a federal judge said most of their lawsuit can move ahead.
And four counties in Texas have adopted local measures, enforceable through lawsuits by private citizens, against using specific roads to help people obtain an abortion.
TESTING THE LIMITS OF THE STATES
Anti-abortion forces have begun turning to the courts to test how vastly these restrictions can be enforced and who can be held accountable.
In a separate case in Galveston, Mitchell is also representing a Texas man who is suing three of his ex-wife's friends, accusing them of wrongful death and seeking $1 million in damages for helping her get the pills she needed to self-induce an abortion.

    


Abortion advocates say Mitchell's lawsuits are meant as scare tactics, and stress that crossing states lines for abortions remains legal.
John Seago, president of antiabortion group Texas Right to Life, said these lawsuits will help clarify how the laws will be enforced and who can be held accountable as states are left to resolve questions about abortion.
"At the very least we have to support each state to fully enforce their laws," Seago said, arguing that other states can't have the power to "sabotage" Texas' laws.
------
Associated Press writer Geoff Mulvihill contributed to this report. 
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Steward Health Care says it is selling the 30+ hospitals it operates nationwide

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The sign for Norwood Hospital, a Steward Health Care hospital, is seen, June 29, 2020, in Norwood, Mass. Steward Health Care said it plans to sell off all its hospitals after announcing on Monday, May 6, 2024, that it filed for bankruptcy protection. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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                                        Steward Health Care said it plans to sell off all its hospitals after announcing this week that it filed for bankruptcy protection.
The Dallas-based company, which operates more than 30 hospitals nationwide, said it does not expect any interruptions in its hospitals' day-to-day operations, which the company said will continue in the ordinary course throughout the Chapter 11 process.
In court filings, the company said that beginning in late January, Steward initiated what it described as a "phased marketing process" for the sale of its hospital facilities. 
"Presently, the company is marketing all of its hospitals," the company said a filing Tuesday.
Steward filed for bankruptcy protection early Monday. In a news release, company officials said Steward took the step to let it continue to provide needed care to patients.
"Steward's hospitals, medical centers and physician's offices are open and continuing to serve patients and the broader community and our commitment to our employees will not change," the company said in a written statement.

    


Steward's eight hospitals in Massachusetts include St. Elizabeth's Hospital and Carney Hospital, both in Boston. It filed for protection in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Texas.




Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea Campbell said Wednesday that she is pushing for the creation of a Patient Care Ombudsman to advocate for patients and employees throughout the bankruptcy process. She also said she has the authority to review any proposed sale under her office's antitrust powers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The office has authority to review any proposed sale, and we would do so in order to best protect access to a competitive and affordable healthcare marketplace," she said in a written statement. "If we find violations of the law, we will address them." 
Steward's troubles in Massachusetts have drawn the ire of political figures including U.S. Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Edward Markey, who have said the company's previous private equity owners "sold (Steward) for parts" and "walked away with hundreds of millions of dollars." 

    


Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey said Monday that the state had been preparing for a possible bankruptcy filing. Despite the filing, she said, Steward hospitals will remain open and patients should keep their appointments.
"This situation stems from and is rooted in greed, mismanagement and lack of transparency on the part of Steward leadership in Dallas, Texas," Healey said Monday. "It's a situation that should never have happened and we'll be working together to take steps to make sure this never happens again."
Steward said it is finalizing the terms of "debtor-in-possession financing" from its landlord Medical Properties Trust for initial funding of $75 million and "up to an additional $225 million upon the satisfaction of certain conditions."
"Steward Health Care has done everything in its power to operate successfully in a highly challenging health care environment," Dr. Ralph de la Torre, CEO of Steward said in a news release.

    


He pointed in part to what he described as insufficient reimbursement by government payers as a result of decreasing rates at a time of skyrocketing costs.
Torre said that by seeking bankruptcy protections, Steward will be better positioned to "responsibly transition ownership of its Massachusetts-based hospitals."
In March, the company announced it had struck a deal to sell its nationwide physician network to Optum, a subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group, as it works to stabilize its finances.
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Pennsylvania will make the animal sedative xylazine a controlled substance
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro will sign legislation to criminalize the misuse of a powerful animal tranquilizer called xylazine that is showing up in supplies of illicit drugs and contributing to a growing number of human overdose deaths, his office said Wednesday.
Xylazine, which is being mixed into fentanyl and other illicit opioids, will remain legal for its intended use by veterinarians.
The bill received approval from the state House of Representatives and the Senate in the past week. 
Under the bill, xylazine will be listed as a "schedule III" drug under Pennsylvania's controlled substance law, formalizing an order that Shapiro issued last year when Pennsylvania joined a growing list of states that were moving to restrict access to xylazine.
Xylazine is a prescription sedative used by veterinarians to safely handle and treat farm animals, wildlife, zoo animals and household pets such as cats and dogs.

    


Officials say the pain-relieving, muscle-relaxing drug, sometimes referred to as "tranq," is often abused by being added to fentanyl and heroin. It was detected in 3,000 U.S. drug deaths in 2021, according to the federal Drug Enforcement Administration. 




The illicit use of schedule III drugs carries a penalty of imprisonment of up to five years. The law would require that the drug be stored safely when used professionally, to prevent theft or improper access.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Federal officials last year declared xylazine-laced fentanyl an "emerging threat" and introduced a plan to scale up testing, treatment and efforts to intercept illegal shipments of xylazine.
Xylazine can cause breathing and heart rates to fall to dangerous levels when used in humans. When injected it can cause large open sores and infections, sometimes leading to amputation.
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Urologist convicted of patient sex abuse, including of minors
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A New York-area doctor was convicted Wednesday in the yearslong sexual abuse of multiple patients, including four children.
Darius A. Paduch of North Bergen, New Jersey, was convicted by a jury in Manhattan federal court of all 11 counts pertaining to seven patients.
According to the charges on the verdict sheet, his victims included four males initially attacked before becoming adults as he sexually abused multiple male patients from at least 2015 through 2019. The indictment said Paduch had worked in New York from 2003 through 2023 as a practicing urologist specializing in male reproductive health.
The doctor had claimed some of his methods of touching patients were medically necessary, though the indictment said they were intended for his own sexual gratification.
Sentencing was scheduled for Aug. 22 after he was convicted of charges including enticing or coercing individuals to travel in interstate commerce to engage in sexual activity and using an interstate facility to induce or coerce children to engage in sexual activity.

    


Following the conviction, Paduch's lawyers said in a statement: "Dr. Darius Paduch has maintained his innocence since the start of this case. He maintains it to this day and we will continue to fight for him. We will be filing post trial motions and an appeal and will seek all available relief."
In a statement, U.S. Attorney Damian Williams praised the verdict, saying "Paduch leveraged his position of trust as a medical doctor for his own perverse gratification."
He added: "For years, patients seeking needed medical care, many of them children, left his office as victims."
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Iowa facility that mistreated residents with intellectual disabilities nears closure
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                                        GLENWOOD, Iowa (AP) -- An Iowa facility for people with intellectual disabilities is set to permanently close after federal investigators said patients' rights were violated there.
The 28 residents at the state-run Glenwood Resource Center will be moved out by the end of June and 235 staff members have been notified that they will be laid off, according to reporting by the Des Moines Register. The facility had 152 patients and about 650 staff members when Gov. Kim Reynolds announced in 2022 that it would close.
Scathing reports by the U.S. Department of Justice have condemned Iowa's treatment of people with intellectual and development disabilities. The DOJ alleged that Iowa likely violated the federal Americans with Disabilities Act by failing to provide services that integrate patients into their communities.
A report in December 2020 found that the Glenwood Resource Center likely violated the constitutional rights of residents by subjecting them to human experiments, including sexual arousal research, some of which were deemed dangerous by federal investigators.

    


Most of the residents have moved from the 380-acre campus about 115 miles (185 kilometers) southwest of Des Moines to community-based settings, such as residential facilities for those with intellectual disabilities or to host homes; nursing facilities or hospice care, said Alex Murphy, a spokesperson for Iowa's health agency.
Officials told the Register that some were transferred to Iowa's other facility, the Woodward Resource Center, which has also in the past been cited as deficient. 
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