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        Last Indian soldiers leave Maldives
        NEW DELHI - India has replaced some 80 soldiers on the Maldives with civilians after a demand by President Mohamed Muizzu who has shifted the archipelago's ties towards China, New Delhi officials said on Thursday.

      

      
        Google in hot seat after ban on Hong Kong protest song
        Hong Kong called it "unbelievable" when Google rebuffed its 2022 request to bury a popular protest song from search results. Now armed with an injunction, authorities are putting legal pressure on the company to wipe it from the city's internet.

      

      
        Mutilation website ringleader jailed in UK
        LONDON - The ringleader of an extreme body modification conspiracy who cut off men's genitals and uploaded videos to his "Eunuch Maker" website has been jailed for a minimum of 22 years by a London court.

      

      
        PM declares Yingluck's old rice 'delicious'
        Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has declared that the 10-year-old rice kept in warehouses in Surin province tastes "delicious".

      

      
        Graft-busters fined for Prawit watches secrecy
        The Central Administrative Court has ordered the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and its office to each pay a 5,000-baht fine for not disclosing all the details of its investigation into former deputy premier Prawit Wongsuwon's high-end wristwatches.

      

      
        Cannabis U-turn could bring protests, lawsuits
        The government's move to reclassify cannabis as a narcotic threatens to trigger street protests and class-action suits by owners of thousands of dispensaries that have sprung up  across the country since decriminalisation two years ago.

      

      
        Issue of dollar bonds ruled out this year
        The government has no plans currently to issue dollar bonds overseas this year as it is still studying the issue while waiting for a clearer market direction, a Ministry of Finance official said on Thursday.

      

      
        1.4 tonnes of heroin seized in Nong Khai
        Four drug smugglers have been arrested and 1.4 tonnes of heroin smuggled across the Mekong River seized from a house and a rubber plantation in Sangkhom district of Nong Khai province.

      

      
        Putin renews nuclear threats against West
        MOSCOW - Russian President Vladimir Putin warned the West against threatening Russia as he pursues his invasion of Ukraine and revived his nuclear saber-rattling at the annual military parade on Moscow's Red Square marking the victory in World War II.

      

      
        More economists speak up for BoT
        A group representing 300 economists has spoken out in favour of the Bank of Thailand's independence in setting monetary policy after government and business leaders stepped up calls for lower interest rates to support economic growth.
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                  Last Indian soldiers leave Maldives                

                Relations still good but archipelago's new pro-China leader is gradually shifting alliances
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                                NEW DELHI - India has replaced some 80 soldiers on the Maldives with civilians after a demand by President Mohamed Muizzu who has shifted the archipelago's ties towards China, New Delhi officials said on Thursday.
The Indian troops supported two helicopters and an aircraft that were given by New Delhi and mainly used for marine surveillance, search-and-rescue and medical evacuation operations on the islands of about half a million people.

"Both sides have been working together to ensure continued operation of Indian aviation platforms," Indian foreign ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said.

"Accordingly, deputation of competent Indian technical personnel has taken place."

The announcement coincided with a visit by Maldivian Foreign Minister Moosa Zameer to India, the first visit by a senior official since Muizzu took office in November last year.

Maldivian leaders traditionally made New Delhi their first port of call after coming to office but Muizzu has courted China instead and deepened defence ties as global powers jostle for influence in the Indo-Pacific region.

At a meeting with Zameer, Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar said that it was in both nations' common interest to understand how best to take ties forward.

Zameer said afterwards on X that talks centred on cooperation in fields from infrastructure to capacity building.

Apart from the troops issue, the permission given by the Maldives to a Chinese research vessel to dock at its port, in India's backyard, has also caused concern in New Delhi.

India opened a new naval base near the Maldives in March to enhance surveillance in the Indian Ocean. But despite the strains, its development projects in the Maldives have in fact gained pace.
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                  Google in hot seat after ban on Hong Kong protest song                

                Government wants song scrubbed from local internet in free speech test case
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                                Hong Kong called it "unbelievable" when Google rebuffed its 2022 request to bury a popular protest song from search results. Now armed with an injunction, authorities are putting legal pressure on the company to wipe it from the city's internet.
The Court of Appeal on Wednesday approved the government's application for an injunction order to prevent anyone from playing Glory to Hong Kong with seditious intent.

While the city has a new security law to punish that crime, the judgement shifted responsibility onto internet platforms, adding a new danger that just hosting the track could expose companies to legal risks.

In granting the injunction, judges said that prosecuting individual offenders wasn't enough to tackle the "acute criminal problems".

"The injunction was necessary to persuade the IPOs to remove the problematic videos in connection with the song from their platforms," they wrote, referring to internet platform operators.

The injunction "places Google, media platforms and other social media companies in a difficult position: essentially pitting values such as free speech in direct conflict with legal obligations," said Ryan Neelam, programme director at the Lowy Institute and a former Australian diplomat to Hong Kong and Macau.

"It will further the broader chilling effect if foreign tech majors do comply," he added.

Glory to Hong Kong was composed in 2019 by a musician using a pseudonym, with lyrics contributed by members of a local online forum, at a time when anti-government protests were gaining momentum.

As the song gained popularity, using the search term "the national anthem of Hong Kong" on Google started to return "Glory to Hong Kong" as the top search result. The song has even been played erroneously instead of the Chinese national anthem at some international sporting events.

Landmark test case

Google's decision will amount to a landmark test case for the city's internet freedoms. Any removals would set a precedent and fan fears that China's sweeping censorship controls are creeping into Hong Kong. Unlike mainland China, the former British colony doesn't block foreign social media platforms or search engines.

A representative for Google declined a request for comment. The Hong Kong government did not respond to a request for comment.

If the Silicon Valley giant doesn't comply, it could face penalties including a fine and more criticism from the government. The American internet giant has 500 to 600 employees in Hong Kong, with the bulk of the operations focused on selling ads and marketing.

If the company were to pull out, it would need to reorganise its business operations in Asia, which may include moving some employees to other countries.

The loss of Google could set back the city's renewed efforts to bolster its image as a global business hub, after years of Covid curbs and a Beijing-imposed security law dented sentiment.

The US government and human rights groups sounded alarm over the judgement's impact on the city's reputation as a finance hub. The free flow of information remains critical to Hong Kong's appeal to global businesses, a strength lauded by Chief Executive John Lee at a summit this week aimed at attracting global talent.

The judgement included 32 links to the song on YouTube and referenced content on search engines such as Google, Yahoo and Microsoft's Bing. The majority of the YouTube videos cited were still accessible from Hong Kong on Thursday.

The Asia Internet Coalition -- an industry association that counts Google, Yahoo, Apple, Spotify and Meta as members -- said it was assessing how the court decision will be implemented to determine its business impact.

Secretary for Justice Paul Lam said he expected internet companies to comply and that it wouldn't restrict their normal operations.

"The effect is to persuade internet service providers not to provide convenience and not to facilitate the permission of unlawful act," he said. "I think this point is very clear."
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                Men's genitals cut off with their consent and videos posted to 'Eunuch Maker' site
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                                LONDON - The ringleader of an extreme body modification conspiracy who cut off men's genitals and uploaded videos to his "Eunuch Maker" website has been jailed for a minimum of 22 years by a London court.
Norwegian Marius Gustavson was involved in several highly dangerous procedures that included removing the penis or testicles of men who had consented, British prosecutors said.

The practice is linked to a subculture of men seeking to become so-called "nullos", short for genital nullification, by having their penis or testicles removed.

Some of the procedures were filmed and the footage uploaded to Gustavson's pay-per-view website, which had nearly 23,000 users and made more than $300,000 between 2017 and 2021.

Gustavson pleaded guilty last year to 13 offences, including conspiracy to cause grievous bodily harm, causing grievous bodily harm, and possessing criminal property relating to the money made from the website.

Prosecutor Caroline Carberry said that all the men who were subjected to the operations had consented to the amputations.

But, as a person cannot legally consent to the infliction of an injury causing bodily harm, the procedures amounted to a criminal offence even with consent.

Carberry also said that many of the victims were vulnerable and had been put under pressure by Gustavson and his co-defendants.

Gustavson himself willingly had his penis cut off at his London home in 2017 and later had his left leg amputated after deliberately submerging it in dry ice in 2019. Two men were jailed in January for their part in those procedures.

Prosecutors said Gustavson kept some amputated body parts in his freezer and that messages suggested he had offered some for sale.

Gustavson was "very much the mastermind behind this grisly and gruesome enterprise", Judge Mark Lucraft said, adding that some of the procedures were "little more than human butchery".

He was sentenced at the Old Bailey court on Thursday alongside six other men, four of whom had also pleaded guilty to conspiracy to cause grievous bodily harm.
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                Defence minister says army might consider buying decade-old grain to serve to soldiers
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                                Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has declared that the 10-year-old rice kept in warehouses in Surin province tastes "delicious".
The decade-old rice was on the menu when the premier had lunch with his team on Thursday at Government House. It came with six side dishes including khai look khoei, or deep-fried boiled egg with sweet fish sauce glaze, stir-fried chicken with basil and chicken green curry.

A source said that the premier said it was "delicious".

When asked how many times the rice was washed before it was cooked, the source declined to comment.

The premier later told reporters that it tasted like normal rice. But the colour was not as white as new rice, he said, while adding that overall, there was no difference.

During a warehouse visit in Surin on Monday, Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai led a team of about 30 people, including media, to inspect the rice that has been kept in two warehouses for 10 years since the Yingluck Shinawatra administration's controversial rice-pledging scheme.

Mr Phumtham also ate the rice, which had been washed up to 15 times before being cooked. When asked about public concerns related to aflatoxin and chemical contamination that could lead to cancer, Mr Phumtham said on Thursday that he had already proved the rice was edible.

"The colour of the rice might be a bit yellowish but after being cooked, it is still in good condition. No one complained about its taste," he said.

When asked if the 15,000 tonnes of rice would be sold to Thai people or for export, Mr Phumtham said there is demand for old rice in Africa, but the amount on its own is not even enough for an export shipment, he said.

Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang, meanwhile, has welcomed the idea of the ministry procuring the decade-old rice, which the Ministry of Commerce plans to sell, for catering to soldiers, saying that as long as the rice is proven to be of good quality, the armed forces will be more than happy to help buy it.

The armed forces has from time to time helped buy rice and fruits from farmers during times when prices plummeted due to an oversupply, said Mr Sutin.

"As for the quality of the rice, we will see if claims of the good quality are to be believed," he said. "Although Mr Phumtham's tasting the rice could guarantee the rice's quality to some extent, a formal test on the rice's quality may bring more confidence."

However, the minister conceded that he wasn't sure if rice from the decade-old pledging scheme could also be used for barter trade. It has been suggested that the navy's submarine procurement project could include an offer of Thai agricultural products to China.

"Well, I don't know. If they want it we will give it to them," said Mr Sutin, referring to the Chinese government.
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                  Graft-busters fined for Prawit watches secrecy                

                Court orders NACC to turn over all investigation details it had withheld from activist Veera Somkwamkid
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                                The Central Administrative Court has ordered the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and its office to each pay a 5,000-baht fine for not disclosing all the details of its investigation into former deputy premier Prawit Wongsuwon's high-end wristwatches.
Activist Veera Somkwamkid, head of the Anti-Corruption People's Network, posted the written order issued by the court and dated May 2 on his Facebook account on Wednesday.

The order requires the fines to be paid within 30 days. If the graft-busters fail to do so, the court can have assets seized to cover the value of the fine.

The judgement demanded that the agency disclose to Mr Veera all reports and evidence connected to the investigation into the case of Gen Prawit. The asset declaration he submitted upon becoming a deputy prime minister in 2014 did not include luxury watches and rings he was seen wearing in public on several occasions.

Internet sleuths uncovered the extent of the collection by combing through hundreds of photos. They put the total value of the 22 luxury watches at about 41 million baht.

The order also required the NACC to disclose the opinions of its officials responsible for the investigation and divulge the meeting minutes regarding the case to Mr Veera.

The court originally ordered the NACC and its office to release details on Aug 4 last year. However, the two parties failed to comply and so the court has now issued the fines.

In his Facebook post, Mr Veera said the court order proved that both the NACC and its office had committed a crime, adding that he would seek criminal punishment against them.

The NACC said on Aug 10 last year that it could not reveal information about the Prawit investigation because of concerns about the safety of the witnesses in the case.

The NACC in December 2018 ruled 5:3 that there were no grounds for the accusation that Gen Prawit had falsely declared his wealth, He has always maintained that he had borrowed the expensive watches from a friend who is now deceased.
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                Thousands of dispensaries and related businesses face bleak future if plant is re-criminalised
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: The future of thousands of cannabis dispensaries and related businesses is unclear now that the government is moving to re-criminalise the plant. (Bangkok Post File Photo)]
                                              
                          The future of thousands of cannabis dispensaries and related businesses is unclear now that the government is moving to re-criminalise the plant. (Bangkok Post File Photo)                        

                                          

                  

                                The government's move to reclassify cannabis as a narcotic threatens to trigger street protests and class-action suits by owners of thousands of dispensaries that have sprung up  across the country since decriminalisation two years ago.
A complete re-criminalisation ordered by Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Wednesday will also push the cannabis trade underground, said Rattapon Sanrak, owner of the Bangkok-based dispensary Highland Cafe.

Writing Thailand's Cannabis Future, an advocacy group, said it would hold a protest against the move in Bangkok on May 16.

Cannabis currently enjoys the status of a "controlled herb" and there is no outright ban on its recreational use, which has allowed nearly 8,000 dispensaries to open since it was removed from the narcotics list in June 2022.

Mr Srettha's directive to re-label cannabis as a Category 5 narcotic will make it a crime to "produce, sell, import, export or possess" the plant and use it, according to drug laws.

Cannabis for medical and health purposes would still be allowed, according to the premier.

"We're all doing everything by the book but then suddenly the book is going to change," Mr Rattapon said. "We're gearing up to protest and preparing to file lawsuits in the event it happens."

The policy about-face is another blow to the country's nascent cannabis industry after decriminalisation was pitched as a way to boost agricultural income and wellness tourism.

Liberal use of cannabis became a hot-button political issue ahead of the election last year. With efforts to establish regulations around the marijuana industry failing, concerns grew about the social impact of addiction from easy availability of the drug.

The policy reversal is part of ruling Pheu Thai Party's hard-line anti-drug campaign. Earlier this week, Mr Srettha gave a 90-day deadline for law enforcement and local authorities to crack down on drugs in 25 provinces considered as "red zones". (Story continues below)

[image: ]
"We're all doing everything by the book but then suddenly the book is going to change," says Rattapon Sanrak, owner of the Bangkok-based dispensary Highland Cafe. (Photo: Highland Cafe)



Rules for recreational use?

The Bhumjaithai Party, which spearheaded decriminalisation under the previous administration and is now part of the current coalition, said a bill to regulate recreational use would be more effective than outlawing the plant entirely.

But Mr Srettha defended the move on Thursday saying "whatever we decide to do, we do it for the people".

The country's nascent cannabis industry has battled legal uncertainties since inception as lawmakers could not agree on how to regulate it. The first attempt to pass a bill to control cannabis use last year was blocked in parliament as part of political jockeying ahead of the election.

The most recent attempt under the Srettha government to outlaw recreational use and tighten licensing rules on planting, sales, exports and imports has been stalled by the bureaucratic process. A change in ministers last week could lead to further delays.

Once the Ministry of Public Health wraps up the process of classifying cannabis as a Category 5 drug, possessing it could land a person a jail sentence of up to 15 years and a maximum fine of 1.5 million baht.

Cannabis advocates are urging health authorities to weigh the pros and cons of cannabis in comparison to alcohol and cigarettes and use science and facts to determine what should be drugs.

The constant policy flip-flop will not only risk damaging foreign investor confidence but also create "wide ripple effects" across the industry, causing legitimate cannabis businesses to shut down, workers to lose jobs and growers to lose income from the cash crop, said Mr Rattapon of Highland Cafe.

"Instead of regulating the industry properly, you're choosing to close it up and make it worse by pushing it underground," he said.
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                  Issue of dollar bonds ruled out this year                

                Finance ministry backtracks on what would have been first overseas debt issue in two decades
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                                The government has no plans currently to issue dollar bonds overseas this year as it is still studying the issue while waiting for a clearer market direction, a Ministry of Finance official said on Thursday.
In February, the ministry had said it was looking at issuing up to $1 billion in overseas bonds, which would have been the first such issue in more than two decades, to help create a reference yield for companies seeking funds in foreign markets.

Such a bond issue would need to wait until next year at the earliest, Jindarat Viriyataveekul, an adviser to the ministry's Public Debt Management Office, told reporters.

Ms Jindarat also said the ratio of public debt to gross domestic product was expected to rise to 65.03% at the end of the 2024 fiscal year on Sept 30, from 63.37% at the end of March.

That compares with the official debt ceiling of 70%.

She said the higher debt ratio is in line with government spending under the 2024 fiscal budget that was finally approved last month.

The 3.48-trillion-baht budget was delayed from the original start date of Oct 1, 2023 due to prolonged political gridlock following the election in May.
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                  1.4 tonnes of heroin seized in Nong Khai                

                Four smuggling suspects arrested with drugs brought across Mekong River
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                                Four drug smugglers have been arrested and 1.4 tonnes of heroin smuggled across the Mekong River seized from a house and a rubber plantation in Sangkhom district of Nong Khai province.
Local officers from the Na Ngiew police station and border patrol police were dispatched to Phukhao Thong village in tambon Ban Muang on Wednesday night after an investigation revealed that a large quantity of smuggled drugs were being kept at a house in Sangkhom district of the northeastern province bordering Laos.

When police arrived, they found four men carrying cardboard boxes into the house. The officers found that the 20 cardboard boxes contained heroin, said Pol Lt Gen Sarayut Sanguanphokhai, commissioner of Provincial Police Region 4.

The four men identified as Niyom, 54, Sarawut, 39, Prasit, 53, and Pratho, 48, were arrested on the spot, said Pol Lt Gen Sarayut. He did not give their surnames.

During questioning, the suspects admitted there was more heroin hidden in a nearby rubber plantation. Officers went there and searched a makeshift shelter, finding nine more cardboard boxes.

A total of 208 packages, containing 1,404 kilogrammes of heroin, were seized from the 29 boxes, said Pol Lt Gen Sarayut.

The suspects said some Lao nationals onboard a motorboat had delivered the heroin to the Mekong river bank at Phukhao Thong village. The Thai men then took the drugs to the house pending delivery.

All were charged with the smuggling of Category 1 drugs (heroin) into the country and illegal possession of drugs. They were handed over to the Na Ngiew police station for legal action.

[image: ]
Plainclothes police search a makeshift shelter at a rubber plantation in Sangkhom district of Nong Khai and find nine more cardboard boxes containing heroin following the seizure of 20 boxes containing heroin from a house. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)
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Four men (faces obscured in police photo) are taken into custody at the house in Sangkhom district of Nong Khai. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)
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                                MOSCOW - Russian President Vladimir Putin warned the West against threatening Russia as he pursues his invasion of Ukraine and revived his nuclear saber-rattling at the annual military parade on Moscow's Red Square marking the victory in World War II.
"We will not let anyone threaten us. Our strategic forces are always on combat alert," Putin, 71, who was sworn in this week for his fifth term as president after a tightly orchestrated re-election in March, said Thursday at the parade.

Russia has been ratcheting up threats against the United States and its allies as Ukraine has been struggling on the battlefield after months of delay in new military aid that left it critically short of ammunition.

Putin earlier this week ordered his military to conduct combat drills involving tactical nuclear weapons in response to what Russia called "provocative" Western statements. France has raised the idea of sending ground troops to Ukraine and the United Kingdom (UK) said it would allow Kyiv's forces to strike Russia with British weapons. The US approval of US$61 billion in new aid last month has helped to bolster morale in Kyiv, as supplies of munitions and arms are starting to flow again.

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said Wednesday that French troops would "inevitably become a target" for Russia's army if they are deployed to Ukraine. The Foreign Ministry on Monday summoned both the UK and French ambassadors, and warned the UK envoy that Russia reserved the right to strike British facilities if Ukraine used its weapons to attack Russia.

With sweeping US and European Union (EU) sanctions against Russia and tens of billions of dollars in economic and military assistance for Ukraine, the worst conflict in Europe since World War II has triggered a deepening standoff between Moscow and the West. Helped by buoyant energy sales, Russia has managed to weather the impact of sanctions by redirecting trade to economies such as China and India and ploughing its financial reserves into supporting military production and social spending.

Russia controls almost 20% of Ukrainian territory. Still, Putin is advancing cautiously, wary of ordering another unpopular mobilization after the call-up of 300,000 Russians in September 2022 provoked panic and an exodus from the country.

Since he ordered the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Putin has sought to stoke patriotic feeling to rally the nation around the war. That has included comparing the conflict to the Soviet Union's triumph in what is known in Russia as the Great Patriotic War, in which 27 million Soviet citizens died, while ignoring the fact that Russia is the aggressor this time.

This year's display on Red Square featured 9,000 troops and weaponry including tanks, air-defence systems, and nuclear-missile launchers. Onlookers were bundled in coats amid unseasonably cold temperatures, and patches of snow could be seen in places on the ground in the broadcast.

In a sign of Putin's isolation, very few foreign leaders joined the Russian leader for the event. Apart from the presidents of neighbouring Belarus and four central Asian nations, only the leaders of Cuba, Guinea Bissau and Laos made the trip to attend the parade.

In 2005, when Russia marked the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II, more than 50 foreign leaders attended, including US President George W. Bush, French President Jacques Chirac and Chinese President Hu Jintao. Many leaders have opted to stay away since Putin's 2014 annexation of Crimea.
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                Central bank independence in setting monetary policy and interest rates defended
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                                A group representing 300 economists has spoken out in favour of the Bank of Thailand's independence in setting monetary policy after government and business leaders stepped up calls for lower interest rates to support economic growth.
Pursuing an independent monetary policy is vital for the country's economic stability as it prevents the misuse of monetary policy for short-term political goals while keeping inflation in check, the Economic Society of Thailand said in a statement.

The group is in the process of collecting signatures from its members to support the cause and plans a seminar on May 28 on the topic of strengthening the country's economic structure over the medium and long term.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and his allies have been loudly pushing for a rate cut -- a move the central bank has repeatedly resisted, saying that lower borrowing costs won't fix the economy's problems.

The rift widened last week after the premier defended a statement by Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra that the central bank's autonomy posed an "obstacle" to reviving Southeast Asia's second-largest economy.

That sparked speculation that the ruling coalition may seek to amend the central bank law guaranteeing autonomy. Mr Srettha and newly appointed Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira have denied any such move is planned, but both have underlined the need to align monetary and fiscal policies to revive the economy.

Mr Pichai, for his part, has said he intends to hold talks with central bank governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput to ease tensions and ensure that both economic engines -- monetary and fiscal -- are working together.

Mr Sethaput has said that political pressure won't sway the central bank's independent interest rate decisions. He also maintains that the country's economic problems are structural in nature and stimulus alone will not achieve much.

"Politicians shouldn't act to threaten or put pressure on the central bank independence in public," Nipon Poapongsakorn, head of the group of economists and distinguished fellow at the Thailand Development Research Institute, said in the statement.

"We ask those who are responsible for both fiscal and monetary policies to cooperate to maintain economic stability."

They can debate on the basis of data, but should let central bank independence be as it is, he said.

The country's top business lobby also weighed in on the interest-rate on debate Wednesday, supporting the government's call for lower borrowing costs.

The central bank has kept borrowing costs at a decade high 2.5% since September. It said last month that holding the rate steady has given it more options to deal with currency volatility, geopolitical risks and uncertainties stemming from the timing of rate cuts by the US Federal Reserveg.


	Commentary: Government-BoT spat may not be about economics
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                  Graft-busters fined for Prawit watches secrecy                

                Court orders NACC to turn over all investigation details it had withheld from activist Veera Somkwamkid
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                                The Central Administrative Court has ordered the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and its office to each pay a 5,000-baht fine for not disclosing all the details of its investigation into former deputy premier Prawit Wongsuwon's high-end wristwatches.
Activist Veera Somkwamkid, head of the Anti-Corruption People's Network, posted the written order issued by the court and dated May 2 on his Facebook account on Wednesday.

The order requires the fines to be paid within 30 days. If the graft-busters fail to do so, the court can have assets seized to cover the value of the fine.

The judgement demanded that the agency disclose to Mr Veera all reports and evidence connected to the investigation into the case of Gen Prawit. The asset declaration he submitted upon becoming a deputy prime minister in 2014 did not include luxury watches and rings he was seen wearing in public on several occasions.

Internet sleuths uncovered the extent of the collection by combing through hundreds of photos. They put the total value of the 22 luxury watches at about 41 million baht.

The order also required the NACC to disclose the opinions of its officials responsible for the investigation and divulge the meeting minutes regarding the case to Mr Veera.

The court originally ordered the NACC and its office to release details on Aug 4 last year. However, the two parties failed to comply and so the court has now issued the fines.

In his Facebook post, Mr Veera said the court order proved that both the NACC and its office had committed a crime, adding that he would seek criminal punishment against them.

The NACC said on Aug 10 last year that it could not reveal information about the Prawit investigation because of concerns about the safety of the witnesses in the case.

The NACC in December 2018 ruled 5:3 that there were no grounds for the accusation that Gen Prawit had falsely declared his wealth, He has always maintained that he had borrowed the expensive watches from a friend who is now deceased.
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                Thousands of dispensaries and related businesses face bleak future if plant is re-criminalised
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                                The government's move to reclassify cannabis as a narcotic threatens to trigger street protests and class-action suits by owners of thousands of dispensaries that have sprung up  across the country since decriminalisation two years ago.
A complete re-criminalisation ordered by Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Wednesday will also push the cannabis trade underground, said Rattapon Sanrak, owner of the Bangkok-based dispensary Highland Cafe.

Writing Thailand's Cannabis Future, an advocacy group, said it would hold a protest against the move in Bangkok on May 16.

Cannabis currently enjoys the status of a "controlled herb" and there is no outright ban on its recreational use, which has allowed nearly 8,000 dispensaries to open since it was removed from the narcotics list in June 2022.

Mr Srettha's directive to re-label cannabis as a Category 5 narcotic will make it a crime to "produce, sell, import, export or possess" the plant and use it, according to drug laws.

Cannabis for medical and health purposes would still be allowed, according to the premier.

"We're all doing everything by the book but then suddenly the book is going to change," Mr Rattapon said. "We're gearing up to protest and preparing to file lawsuits in the event it happens."

The policy about-face is another blow to the country's nascent cannabis industry after decriminalisation was pitched as a way to boost agricultural income and wellness tourism.

Liberal use of cannabis became a hot-button political issue ahead of the election last year. With efforts to establish regulations around the marijuana industry failing, concerns grew about the social impact of addiction from easy availability of the drug.

The policy reversal is part of ruling Pheu Thai Party's hard-line anti-drug campaign. Earlier this week, Mr Srettha gave a 90-day deadline for law enforcement and local authorities to crack down on drugs in 25 provinces considered as "red zones". (Story continues below)

[image: ]
"We're all doing everything by the book but then suddenly the book is going to change," says Rattapon Sanrak, owner of the Bangkok-based dispensary Highland Cafe. (Photo: Highland Cafe)



Rules for recreational use?

The Bhumjaithai Party, which spearheaded decriminalisation under the previous administration and is now part of the current coalition, said a bill to regulate recreational use would be more effective than outlawing the plant entirely.

But Mr Srettha defended the move on Thursday saying "whatever we decide to do, we do it for the people".

The country's nascent cannabis industry has battled legal uncertainties since inception as lawmakers could not agree on how to regulate it. The first attempt to pass a bill to control cannabis use last year was blocked in parliament as part of political jockeying ahead of the election.

The most recent attempt under the Srettha government to outlaw recreational use and tighten licensing rules on planting, sales, exports and imports has been stalled by the bureaucratic process. A change in ministers last week could lead to further delays.

Once the Ministry of Public Health wraps up the process of classifying cannabis as a Category 5 drug, possessing it could land a person a jail sentence of up to 15 years and a maximum fine of 1.5 million baht.

Cannabis advocates are urging health authorities to weigh the pros and cons of cannabis in comparison to alcohol and cigarettes and use science and facts to determine what should be drugs.

The constant policy flip-flop will not only risk damaging foreign investor confidence but also create "wide ripple effects" across the industry, causing legitimate cannabis businesses to shut down, workers to lose jobs and growers to lose income from the cash crop, said Mr Rattapon of Highland Cafe.

"Instead of regulating the industry properly, you're choosing to close it up and make it worse by pushing it underground," he said.
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                  One dead in Rayong gas tank blast                

                Fire contained after 6 hours as area evacuated and operations shut down at SCG Chemicals site
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                                RAYONG: A huge blaze at a chemical storage site at the Map Ta Phut Industrial Port was brought under control late Thursday afternoon, after one person died and hundreds were evacuated from the surrounding area.
The fire started around 10.30am when a large pyrolysis gasoline (pygas) tank exploded at Map Ta Phut Tank Terminal Co Ltd in the eastern province.

The incident led to the shutdown of operations at the terminal of SCG Chemicals Plc (SCGC), the petrochemical arm of Siam Cement Group (SCG).

The fire eventually spread, sending huge plumes of acrid black smoke into the air, before finally being brought under control at 4.50pm, according to the Rayong provincial public relations office. Crews were continuing to spray coolant on the tanks.

Officials said two tanks sustained fire damage. Each was 18 metres high and 30 metres in diameter with a capacity of 2,500 cubic metres.

The Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT) declared a Level 2 Emergency in the area. Level 2 means an uncontrollable emergency situation that causes damage to people, property, operations or the environment and requires evacuation.

IEAT governor Veeris Ammarapala ordered the immediate evacuation of everyone from the port and the Map Ta Phut Industrial Estate as the fire was spreading.

Firefighters at one point said they had to withdraw from the site for safety because the blaze was becoming uncontrollable. (Story continues below)

[image: ]
Fire-damaged tanks stand surrounded by foam and coolant after the blaze at Map Ta Phut Tank Terminal was extinguished on Thursday afternoon. (Photo: Fire and Rescue Thailand)



Witnesses reported hearing a loud explosion at the terminal around 2.20pm and seeing chemicals spilled on the ground. By mid-afternoon it was reported that three tanks were on fire.

The IEAT called on relevant organisations to help contain the blaze and arrangements were also made to pump seawater to cool down nearby tanks at the site.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, writing on his X account, said a war room had been set up to coordinate the response to the disaster.

Patrol vehicles were being deployed to measure air quality in upwind and downwind areas. As well, he said, authorities coordinated with SCG to use boats to speed up evacuations.

Residents in the Nong Fab and Takuan-Ao Pradu communities in tambon Map Ta Phut were evacuated to the government complex in Rayong.

The Map Ta Phut municipal office advised affected people to take shelter at Map Ta Phut Pan Pittayakhan School, Ban Map Ta Phut School and Nam Rin beach or move to other areas considered safe.

						

							
						


Firefighters spray coolant onto tanks after bringing the blaze under control around 4.50pm. (Video by Eastern Firefighters Club)

Firefighters were first alerted to the incident around 10.45am. SCG said that four people were injured and taken to hospital. One of the injured, an employee, succumbed to their injuries.

SCG said the fire began in a tank containing a C9+ hydrocarbon compound, a byproduct from the production of precursors for manufacturing plastic pellets. The compound is utilised as a solvent.

Video from the scene showed a huge blaze atop the tank, emitting thick plumes of black smoke.

The affected tank, situated among numerous large tanks, is part of a commercial port and storage terminal at Map Ta Phut Port in Muang district of Rayong. The site is designated for the storage of liquid and gaseous petrochemical products.

Pygas, a by-product of making olefins, can be used as a high-octane benzene blending component or for aromatics extraction.

						

							
						


(Video by Fire and Rescue Thailand)
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                  Chinese warships to visit Cambodia amid US worries                

                Cambodia downplays extended presence of Chinese vessels at base upgraded with Chinese funding
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                                BEIJING - China will send two warships to Cambodia and East Timor from the first half of May to mid-June, its defence ministry said, potentially further unnerving the United States over concerns about growing Chinese presence at a key Cambodian naval base.
China will send its largest naval training ship Qijiguang along with a giant amphibious warfare ship Jinggangshan to the two countries for training with local naval cadets to enhance mutual trust between their navies, the Chinese defence ministry said in a statement on Thursday.

The Jinggangshan dock landing ship is capable of transporting helicopters, armoured vehicles, boats and landing craft as well as nearly 1,000 troops. Qijiguang is smaller but is China's technologically most advanced military training vessel.

China did not say where the vessels would be based while in Cambodia and East Timor.

But the visit of the Chinese ships could further fuel US concerns about the presence of Chinese warships at Cambodia's Ream Naval Base, where a recent expansion has been backed by Beijing.

Cambodia's decision to allow China to develop Ream, located at a key waterway on the coast of the Gulf of Thailand in Sihanoukville province, has upset Washington, which worries that it will give Beijing a new outpost near the contested South China Sea, most of which is claimed by China.

Before a China-funded upgrade began in June 2022, Ream had been the site of some joint naval training and exercises between the United States and Cambodia. Cambodia demolished the US-built facility in October 2020.

Two People's Liberation Army Navy corvettes have now spent more than four months at Ream, the first and only two ships to have docked at the new pier built with Chinese funding, according to a recent report by the Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative (AMTI).

Cambodia's defence ministry insisted on Wednesday that their presence does not constitute a permanent deployment of the Chinese military in the country.

China has been boosting its "ironclad" friendship with the Southeast Asian country, amid high-level state and military leader exchanges since last year.

Chinese Defence Minister Dong Jun in March met with the commander of the Royal Cambodian Army, Mao Sophan, in Beijing, with both pledging further military cooperation.
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                  Making sense of Microsoft's local outlays                

                Thailand is becoming a hotbed for data centre investment as foreign players establish a foothold
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                                Microsoft's announcement last week of its first investment in a data centre region in Thailand is expected to enhance the country's digital ecosystem and could fuel competition in the data centre sector.
Microsoft chairman and chief executive Satya Nadella was on a three-nation tour of Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia to announce a range of investments in data centres, artificial intelligence (AI) and cloud services.

Q: What are Microsoft's commitments to Thailand?

Mr Nadella said the company plans to set up a new data centre region in Thailand. He made the statement during "Microsoft Build: AI Day" on May 1 in Bangkok.

The company also committed to provide AI training opportunities to more than 100,000 Thais, aiming to support the nation's growing developer community.

The commitments build on Microsoft's memorandum of understanding with the Thai government last year to envision the nation's digital-first, AI-powered future.

However, Mr Nadella did not specify the company's investment value for Thailand's data centre region.

Digital Economy and Society Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong said Microsoft and Thailand only started talks on these issues late last year, so it may be too early for the company to specify investment figures.

Microsoft announced investment of US$1.7 billion over the next four years in new cloud and AI infrastructure in Indonesia, and pledged to invest $2.2 billion over the same period to support Malaysia's digital transformation.

The company wants to continue to foster the growth of the Thai developer community through new initiatives such as AI Odyssey, which is expected to help 6,000 Thai developers become AI subject matter experts by learning new skills and earning Microsoft credentials.

[image: ]
K-Research expects Thailand's data centre service business to expand 31.2% per year.



Q: How does Microsoft view Thailand?

According to Microsoft, Thailand is a rapidly growing market on GitHub, the Microsoft-owned software development, collaboration and innovation platform. More than 900,000 Thailand-based developers used GitHub in 2023, representing 24% year-on-year growth.

Many Thai organisations are improving their productivity and accelerating innovation using Microsoft's generative AI-powered solutions, said Dhanawat Suthumpun, managing director of Microsoft Thailand.

He said Microsoft has seen continued growth in demand for services such as cloud and AI from organisations of all sizes and scales in Thailand. This demand exists in both the private and public sectors, including government initiatives, said Mr Dhanawat.

"There is no doubt the global shift towards AI transformation presents huge opportunities for Thailand to accelerate economic growth, including the predicted $117 billion increase to Thai GDP by 2030 from the impact of AI, as well as productivity and capacity to innovate," he said.

"We are establishing a new data centre region in Thailand to help organisations and individuals capture these new opportunities and accelerate growth across the region, with world-class cloud and AI."

Mr Dhanawat said the company recognises Thailand's ambition to become a regional digital economy hub and enhance the country's R&D capabilities while reskilling the workforce.

"Through the work of our customers and partners in Thailand, we have already seen clear willingness and intent to innovate with AI," he said.

"Our Work Trend Index study from 2023 showed Thailand was a frontrunner among 31 countries surveyed in terms of AI mindset. Some 91% of Thai professionals said they were comfortable using AI for administrative tasks, while 92% were open to involving AI in analytical and creative parts of their job, all figures higher than any market in the western world."

Q: What does the planned data centre region mean for Thailand?

According to Microsoft, the data centre region in Thailand will expand the availability of Microsoft's hyperscale cloud services, facilitating enterprise-grade reliability, performance and compliance with data residency and privacy standards.

Research by Kearney found AI could contribute nearly $1 trillion to Southeast Asia's GDP by 2030, with Thailand poised to capture $117 billion of this amount.

Data centre players said competition in Thailand's data centre and cloud service sectors is expected to intensify as several foreign providers enter the market, becoming an investment battleground for global cloud data centre operators from the US, Japan, China, Singapore, Malaysia, Australia and India.

In 2022, Amazon Web Services announced plans to open a data centre region in Thailand, investing more than $5 billion over 15 years.

Recently NextDC, an Australian data centre operator, received Board of Investment approval for a 13.7-billion-baht investment in a new hyperscale data centre located in Bangkok.

Thai trade representative Nalinee Taveesin earlier disclosed that CtrlS Datacenters, Asia's leading data centre operator, leased a land plot in the Eastern Economic Corridor of Digital in Chon Buri for a period of 50 years to establish its hyperscale data centre.

Thailand is estimated to attract data centre investment worth $7.8 billion during 2024-27, equivalent to 1.1% of GDP, but the value is expected to be three times lower than that of Malaysia, according to Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research).

K-Research expects Thailand's data centre service business to expand 31.2% per year, while that of Malaysia is projected to grow by 36.8% annually over the next four years.

The think tank puts Thailand's data centre capacity at third in Southeast Asia, behind Singapore and Malaysia.

The entry of major foreign cloud providers with local data centres should to lead to positive impacts for the Thai digital ecosystem, said Adam Simmons, an analyst at Dgtl Infra, a global online publication and research provider on data centres.

Their entry will enable Thai startups and enterprises to access cutting-edge cloud services and tools, he said, contributing to digital upskilling by expanding access to training resources and certifications in cloud skills.

Q: What is the data centre outlook for the region?

Mr Simmons said Asia-Pacific, including Thailand, has become a hotspot for hyperscale data centre investments in recent years because of several key factors, including rapid digital transformation and growing demand for cloud services in the region, driven by e-commerce, digital device and mobile internet usage, and increasing adoption of generative AI technologies.

Thailand also holds a strategic geographical position, at the intersection of a north-south corridor connecting China to Singapore and an east-west passage extending from India to Vietnam, he said.

Deploying data centre capacity in Thailand creates geographic diversity and redundancy benefits, as well as lower network latency for China and thus an improved user experience for Chinese businesses and consumers, said Mr Simmons.

In addition, international network connectivity is rapidly improving from new submarine cables expanding in Thailand, with several new systems landing in the country this year, he said.

The Bangkok-Singapore route is one of the largest international internet routes in Asia, and its usage is growing rapidly, said Mr Simmons.

Supportive government policies and infrastructure investments are also factors, as the Thai government has taken steps to attract data centre investments.

The total value of data centre investments in Thailand is estimated to reach roughly 110 billion baht ($3.0 billion) by the end of 2024, he said, growing to 225 billion by 2027, marking a 27% compound annual growth rate.

Regarding Microsoft's refusal to specify an investment amount in Thailand, Mr Simmons said often this means negotiations are ongoing.

"Establishing a new data centre region involves significant planning and coordination with local authorities," he said.
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                                The Office of the Consumer Protection Board (OCPB) and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) are being urged to inspect the quality of decade-old rice, which the Commerce Ministry plans to sell amid concerns about aflatoxin and chemical contamination.
The call follows Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai's rice-eating stunt early this week to build consumer confidence in rice from the rice-pledging scheme.

It has been stored in warehouses in Surin province since the Yingluck Shinawatra administration.

Earlier, a rice expert in Surin challenged Mr Phumtham's plan to auction the rice for consumption. The minister said he expected to raise about 200-400 million baht from the sale.

Wirangrong Dabbaransi, head of the Network of Universities for Reform, wrote on Facebook on Wednesday that consumer safety watchdogs must intervene and examine the quality and safety of the rice that has been stored for 10 years.

She said Mr Phumtham's rice-eating show could not guarantee the quality or safety of the rice even though it appears to be in "good condition" because it has been through cycles of fumigation for over a decade.

If the rice requires fumigation every month, it would have been through 129 fumigation cycles.

"Washing it 15 times can't get rid of chemical substances, and this is not to mention aflatoxin," she said, referring to media reports that the rice was washed 15 times before it was cooked and served to Mr Phumtham and some others who accompanied him.

Aflatoxins can occur in food as a result of fungal contamination under warm and humid conditions.

She said the government's plan to sell the rice for consumption poses a threat to public health and stands to undermine the country's reputation and hurt its credibility in the world market.

Ms Wirangrong challenged him to export the decade-old rice with a quality guarantee if he has full confidence in its quality and safety.

Assoc Prof Pantipa Pongpiachan, a lecturer from Chiang Mai University's faculty of agriculture, posted on Facebook that the rice is unsafe for consumption by humans or animals and should be used in the production of alcohol instead.

She said the presence of bugs in the rice indicates the grains were not stored properly and the appearance of the cooked rice -- a brownish colour at the end of the grains -- indicates fungal contamination.

"At least one toxin will be detected from a test using the bright greenish-yellow fluorescent technique. The toxin can endure heat up to 250C, so the boiling water that cooks the rice can't destroy it, only some bacteria," she wrote.

Assoc Prof Pantipa said tests for contaminated food can be done at food labs run by several universities, the Livestock Department and private food labs.

Assoc Prof Veerachai Phuttawong of Kasetsart University's faculty of liberal arts and sciences echoed similar concerns about aflatoxins that can cause cancer in decade-old rice.

Thai Pakdee Party leader Warong Dechgitvigrom on Wednesday cast doubt over the rice quality, pointing out that three rounds of bidding had been held but the bid winners never turned up to collect the goods.

The fourth round of bidding, which was scheduled in January this year, was cancelled one day before the bid submission.

This led Mr Phumtham to inspect the warehouse on March 14 and May 6 and eat the cooked rice in front of the press.

Dr Warong also accused Mr Phumtham of putting the brakes on the fourth round of bidding so he could do a publicity stunt.

Mr Phumtham on Wednesday remained defiant on his move to sell the rice amid criticism that he was trying to whitewash the rice-pledging scheme.

He urged his critics not to dramatise the matter, saying he was trying to manage the old stockpiles of rice and the process was transparent and open to all concerned parties, including senior officials, the press and rice traders.

Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin said he would ask the Department of Medical Sciences to check the quality of the rice and report back to him within seven days. "I have no idea how to comment on this issue because it is a new one that I don't have enough knowledge about to answer the question of whether people should eat the 10-year-old rice," he said.

Department of Medical Sciences chief Yongyuth Thammawut said the department has no authority to collect the rice samples by itself. Usually, the department conducts tests on request and has not received any such call.
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                                Paroled former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra met Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim during his trip to Phuket last week, sources say. Topics under discussion are believed to have included the unrest in the deep South as well as the fighting in Myanmar.
Thaksin, who is unofficially the de facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party, arrived in Phuket on April 29 and left on May 2.

He claimed the trip was a private leisure trip, but questions have been raised about its real purpose and whether it violated his parole conditions.

The sources said the southern unrest was believed to be among the topics under discussion because Mr Anwar has been keen to act as a mediator in peace talks between Thailand and southern insurgent groups since the Prayut Chan-o-cha government was in power.

Moreover, the fighting in Myanmar was also discussed during the meeting with Mr Anwar, the sources said, as Mr Anwar previously urged Thailand to get more involved in efforts to address the conflict.

Thaksin's earlier meetings with representatives of resistance groups during his trip to Chiang Mai on April 13 also fuelled speculation that Thaksin and Mr Anwar may have discussed the situation in Myanmar, the sources said.

Foreign Affairs Minister Maris Sangiampongsa previously said Thaksin's talks with rebel groups in Myanmar were conducted on a personal level and were not part of the Thai government's policy towards its neighbour.

Mr Maris did not deny the meetings occurred. He said it was an internal matter for the Myanmar government, and the Thai government was not involved.

VOA Myanmar, citing sources close to Thaksin, reported on Monday that Thaksin met representatives of the Kachin National Organisation and National Unity Government to try to solve the armed conflict against the ruling junta.

This was followed by another meeting with the leader of the Shan State Reconstruction Council and the Shan State Army, according to VOA Myanmar.

The informal meetings took place after armed ethnic groups seized Myawaddy, a key trading post with Thailand opposite Mae Sot district in Tak.

Despite insisting he had no details of Thaksin's informal talks with these groups, Mr Maris claimed it was the Myanmar authorities who had asked Thaksin for help.

According to the Facebook page of Pat Hemasuk, an independent academic, it was Thaksin who sent his representatives to make an appointment with these groups for talks which took place during Thaksin's recent trip to Chiang Mai.

Wanwichit Boonprong, a lecturer at Rangsit University's faculty of political science, told the Bangkok Post that Thaksin's talks with rebel groups in Myanmar were a move to restore his reputation and boost the popularity of Pheu Thai and its leader Paetongtarn, his daughter.

However, Thaksin's move could create problems if it is not in sync with the Foreign Affairs Ministry's approach, Mr Wanwichit said.

Panitan Wattanayagorn, an expert in international relations and security affairs, echoed the view, saying that any initiative by Thaksin on the Myanmar issue should be in line with the formal framework of Asean's Five-Point Consensus, as agreed upon by Asean's leaders.

Commenting on whether Thaksin may have breached his parole conditions following reports of his talks with rebel groups in Myanmar, Sahakarn Petchnarin, director-general of the Department of Corrections, said the Department of Probation will look into the matter.

If it is not a severe violation, Thaksin will be given a warning, he said.

Rangsiman Rome, a Move Forward Party MP who chairs a House committee on state security and border affairs said Thaksin does not hold any government office and his move could cause confusion about Thailand's role in the Myanmar conflict.
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                                A Chinese delegation, including military officials, will visit Thailand next Wednesday for a new round of negotiations in a bid to resolve a long overdue submarine purchase deal.
The 13-member delegation includes Chinese military officials and representatives of the makers of an S26T Yuan-class submarine that China contracted to supply to the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) under a 2017 procurement agreement, a navy source said.

Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang said on Wednesday there are only two options left to discuss during the negotiations with the delegation.

He said one is to cancel the submarine deal and replace it with a frigate plus a compensation deal.

The other option is China's proposal to substitute the initially required German-made submarine engine with a Chinese-made engine and ask for a better compensation deal.

Mr Sutin said that maintaining good Thai-Chinese relations will also play a role in how the negotiations eventuate.

Either way, the final choice will serve Thailand's interests well, he said, adding he couldn't be sure whether a final decision will be reached at next week's meeting.

The original agreement for the submarine stipulated a German-made diesel engine but the plan needed revision after Germany refused to sell the engine to China as it is designated as a military/defence item.

China Shipbuilding & Offshore International Co (CSOC), the contracted submarine maker, earlier offered to fit Chinese engines on the submarines.

The RTN initially rejected this offer but later agreed to the change and wanted the submarine procurement to continue.

Mr Sutin has assigned Gen Somsak Roongsita, his adviser and chair of the RTN's submarine procurement review committee, to represent him at the meeting with the Chinese delegates, said the navy source.

Some representatives of the Ministry of Commerce will also attend the meeting to discuss the possibility of incorporating the Thai government's offset policy into the submarine deal, the source said.

Under the policy, the government now requires a reciprocal trade benefit to be a part of any new military hardware procurement deals.

The source said if the government agrees to allow the Chinese-made engine on the first submarine, this could result in the RTN's plan to purchase two other new submarines from China to be approved as well.

The RTN initially sought 36 billion baht to fund its plan to purchase all three new submarines from the Chinese, but it could only secure the first deal for one such submarine in 2017, which was supposed to be delivered last year.
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                                A member of the tripartite wage committee on Wednesday slammed the government for announcing a plan to hike the daily minimum wage to 400 baht nationwide in October, saying the matter has yet to be considered.
Atthayuth Leeyavanich, a wage committee member who represents employers, said a new wage hike had not been reviewed by the committee, and it was inappropriate for political office-holders to discuss it publicly.

He said he had no idea where the call for the wage hike originated. At the April 14 meeting, the committee agreed to conduct a study on a profession-based adjustment, he said.

When the prospect of a 400-baht minimum daily wage was announced by Labour Minister Pipat Ratchakitprakarn on May 1 -- International Labour Day -- Mr Atthayuth said the labour minister must have been given inaccurate information.

The latest wage hike, which applied to tourism-related businesses and four-star hotels in some areas in 10 provinces, was studied thoroughly before it was approved, said Mr Atthayuth.

"As for the profession-based adjustment, we need a study first and the committee will meet on May 14 to discuss the scope of the study and how long it will take," he said.

According to Mr Atthayuth, the daily minimum wage adjustment is governed by Section 87 of the Labour Protection Act and if the new rate is in accordance with the law, the committee is prepared to endorse the proposal.

Weerasuk Kaewboonpun, a member of the wage committee who represents employees, insisted the April 17 meeting did not discuss any proposal to raise the daily minimum wage to 400 baht.

However, provincial committees were instructed to gather information for the next wage hike and submit it for review before October, he said.

Mr Weerasuk said the labour minister's announcement on the prospect of the wage rise could not put pressure on the tripartite wage committee.

He pointed out the 400 baht wage was an election campaign promise.

"The PM criticised the two-baht increase as unacceptable because it couldn't buy half an egg. But I asked him why the government didn't try to lower egg prices. The goods' prices are tied to the wage," he said.

A source in the Labour Ministry said businesses and trade associations are seeking a meeting with the labour minister on Monday to voice opposition to the fresh wage hike, not to discuss it.

They plan to take the matter to the Administrative Court if the government insists on hiking the wage.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has reaffirmed the government policy to raise the daily minimum wage and praised the labour minister for his efforts.

The business community is opposed to the plan as they argue that wage adjustments should be based on workers' skills and apply only to businesses and provinces that are prepared to pay higher wages. They also fear job losses if the wage hike puts too much pressure on employers.
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                                Different Eras Value Different Standard of Beauty; Let's See How We Can Achieve the Finest Appearance
BEYOND BEAUTY BY DR. NIDA

Hi everyone, welcome to the latest episode of Beyond Beauty by Dr. Nida, where we answer about aesthetic concerns from worldwide patients with me - a highly experienced dermatologist with  American-board in Aesthetic Medicine 'Dr. Sunida Yuthayotin, MD', also known as 'Dr. Nida' - a HELLO! Magazine Honorary People 2023, a CEO & Founder of Nida Esth' International: A Premium Laser & Cosmetic Surgery Institute that offers revolutionary laser technology and unique cellular surgical techniques that no others can provide, which makes us the top beauty destination in South East Asia for elites and celebrities from across the globe.

In my recent appointments, I've been asked a lot of questions regarding Sofwave, a new treatment that is being compared to Ultherapy. So, to help everyone understand the big picture, I'll be comparing SofwaveTM and Ultherapy to the beauty standards of each era to highlight their distinctions.

[image: ]

Different Concepts of Beauty in Different Eras

[image: ]

In addition to being distinct from one culture to another, the definition of beauty is also subject to change over the course of history. For example, in Ancient Egypt, Queen Nefertiti served as a symbol of beauty due to her attractiveness. She has a classic beauty appearance, looking great from every angle. Her face is well-proportioned, with wide-apart eyes, high cheekbones with a very narrow face, a fine, straight nose, and well-formed, full lips. That's why the main characteristics of ideal beauty in this era would be 1. Lifted face 2. Fat-free and, 3. Dominant Cheek bones

Another era during the Renaissance, people however considered a full-bodied figure with plumpness, wide hips, and fair complexion as an ideal indicator of beauty. A round stomach and fleshy arms and legs were also viewed as appealing throughout the Renaissance, as demonstrated by paintings of Venus and others' by well-known painters like Michelangelo, Galileo, and Leonardo da Vinci. Thinness was not deemed beautiful at this time.

However, there had constantly been a back and forth with certain beauty trends. For instance, the early 2000s witnessed the return of the Queen Nefertiti beauty standard, resulting in the development of non-invasive lifting Ultrasound-based technologies that produced her appearance. The most popular was is Ultherapy, a USFDA-cleared non-invasive procedure that uses a high-intensity, focused ultrasound system that could just get the job done by reducing accumulated fat and tightening sagging skin at SMAS, resulting in prominent cheekbones and a completely V-shaped face with no fat volume.

[image: ]

Ultherapy causes tissue compaction and punctate thermal contraction up to 5 mm of penetration at SMAS. Consequently, the formation of an internal framework tightens and stabilizes the tissues over an extended period of time. Benefits include lifting the skin, face muscles, fascia, collagen, and elastin fibers in addition to reducing subcutaneous fat.
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But because aesthetics are ever-evolving, looking youthful is now more valued than mature looks in today's standards of beauty. Since 2020, the majority of individuals like their skin to be healthy and high-quality and even-toned, with a defined jawline but an appropriate amount of healthy baby fat on top of their plump skin. This relates to the more idealized Korean beauty ideals that are reflected in the portrayal of Blackpink. This is why previously-Ultherapy-treated patients are now seeking options to fulfill the lost fat volume by injecting fillers or facial fat transfer.

Dr. Nida's Newest Solution for Celebrities and Superstars in 2024

[image: ]

Due to today's standard of beauty that aims for 1. Lifted 2. Plump and, 3. Healthy skin health, a new trendy technology  launched in 2019 has been a talk of a town. It is Sofwave which is the most updated face-lifting technology from the United States with a huge favor by Hollywood superstars and celebrities who want to look forever youthful. It is considered the 'greatest technology for facial lifting and sculpting of the year,' and in my opinion, it is my favorite lifting technology.

In fact, it takes only 30-45 minutes during the treatment to get the maximum face-lifting results within 120 days. With my own combined technique from UK technology, it makes the immediate result possible which is why I call it the LunchTime Face Lift. Moreover, It's painless and downtime-free. It's ideal for those with volume loss and sagging faces who wish to avoid face lift surgery.

The newest technology from the US - Sofwave - has FDA approval for lifting, tightening, adding volume, creating good skin quality, and minimizing wrinkles; delivering outcomes that other technologies cannot match.
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Sofwave answers the iconic beauty of today's standard of 1. Lifted 2. Plump and, 3. Healthy skin health. Also, recently, at an international dermatological conference in Bangkok I attended, apart from lifting effects, we have found that it can also smoothen acne scars.

With the power of SuperbTM Technology, SofwaveTM: LunchTime Face Lift can send parallel ultrasound waves down to 1.5 mm in deep dermis layer which is the best depth for tightening and lifting the face, from the forehead to the neck in 6 areas without damaging the skin's youthful fat layer; that's why we call it Sofwave 6D.
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Additionally, it yields far greater results than conventional procedures, especially in terms of lifting the face, including the area beneath the chin and neck, and raising the brows and opening the eyes. My own treatment experience has demonstrated that the results are noticeable yet remain natural. Unlike other Ultrasound-based technologies, Sofwave 6D is capable of lifting facial tissues and preserving healthy fat cells, so the undesirable aging appearance due to progressive baby fat loss does not occur.
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SofwaveTM LunchTime Face Lift is appropriate for lifting and tightening skin in people with mild to moderate sagging skin. It is a cutting-edge technology that focuses on addressing wrinkles and sagging skin to tighten it, with benefits that persist for around a year. And, you can observe benefits right away following treatment. You won't have to wait long because the shooting head is larger than that of other technologies, allowing SofwaveTM to deliver energy in a wide region of the area that has to be treated.

Why Celebrities Prefer Sofwave to Ultherapy?

To sum up my answer, Sofwave and Ultherapy are two similar methods used for skin tightening. The difference between these treatments is how they stimulate collagen in your skin. SofwaveTM uses ultrasound waves at the depth of 1.5 mm., while Ultherapy uses focused ultrasound energy at 5 mm under skin.

Both ultrasound-based skin lifting and tightening procedures are FDA-cleared non-surgical treatments that require no downtime and provide results after just one treatment. So what are the major differences, and why do most celebrities prefer Sofwave over Ultherapy?


	Sofwave focuses on skin quality and elasticity over muscle tightening and lifting while Ultherapy only affect the muscle layer.

	Sofwave is a faster treatment, taking approximately 30-45 minutes to perform but Ultherapy takes a full hour to complete, depending on the size of the treatment area.

	Sofwave results typically appear more quickly than with Ultherapy.

	Ultherapy is more painful since it affect deeper laser at the muscle.
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Combination Program with Sofwave at Nida Esth' International
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Combined with Fotona 6D Lock Youth Program, a safe non-invasive facelift technology that can deliver youthful lifting natural-looking results. As an alternative to injectables and surgery, this non-surgical facelift treats both the outside of your skin and the inside (oral cavity) to lift your inner middle face.

This combined program is called 6D FaceLog Lunch Time Facelift a non-invasive facial filling & lifting program (Lock Youth & Lift Face Programs) based on 6 Dimensional Inside-Out Therapy combined with SuperbTM (Synchronous Ultrasound Parallel Beam) Technology with US FDA approval- that is able to stimulate collagen remodeling so that new and healthy-looking skin can be formed in place, resulting in immediate rejuvenation, tightening and glow from inside to outside with no pain, no surgery and no recuperation.
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THE UNIQUE AI & PERSONALIZED BEAUTY DESIGN?

[image: ]

In terms of facial skin concerns at Nida Esth' Medical Centre, we always utilize a specific German program called Skin Age Analysis to assess skin age and compare it to actual age to determine the skin's true age. The AI will analyze pigmentation, wrinkles, pores, and skin hydration, together with photos from a 3D camera with Clear Vision 3D, to create a personalized treatment plan for each patient.

Every one of my cases will have photos taken in order to assess the changes and contrast the outcomes of the treatment with Clear Vision 3D, which the patient can view at all times. At Nida Esth', we have the audacity to display results in real time because we are certain that, with our experience and current technology, we can make every case exquisitely unique. As a consequence, tens of thousands of cases at Nida Esth' have demonstrated the effectiveness and real outcomes of the treatment provided there.

However, beauty is simply subjective. Beauty standards come, go, change over time and take on different forms; each person has personal preferences of beauty standards. Some might still prefer the result of Ultherapy with lifted, sculpted face with highly-contoured cheekbone like Nefertiti but there are some that prefer today's standard of beauty of lifted but with rejuvenation and youthful appearance from an appropriate amount of healthy fat, I'd highly recommend Sofwave 6D which is now the best option available right now.

But, whatever your desire is, you are more than welcomed to schedule an appointment for an initial assessment and analyze your concerns thoroughly to design and plan a special AI treatment that will perfectly meet the needs of each individual since at Nida Esth' International, we offer a variety of combined facial aesthetic programs that are able to treat each and every aesthetic problems effectively and professionally

'OUR SPECIAL COMBINED PROGRAMS'
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BABY LIFT 3: INSIDE-OUT LIFTING PROGRAM

FOTONA 4D X CLEAR LIFT

A non-invasive lifting program for "V-shaped, Rejuvenated & Firm Face" with no filler injections to achieve the superior youthfulness which you can see results immediately; no need to wait.

Picture Reference


	https://www.instagram.com/p/Cx5hEfXrUSe/?igsh=dzF5amIxYnVpajV0

	https://www.instagram.com/p/C6bygT9vybD/?igsh=MWprdjM4b21uY3k1dQ==

	https://www.instagram.com/p/CzRUOEkrCvy/?igsh=ZGVnMDNmOHNydTho

	https://goldenglobes.com/person/jennifer-lawrence/

	https://www.refinery29.com/en-gb/2020/09/10043941/lily-collins-hair-makeup-instagram

	https://vogue.co.th/beauty/celebrity-lisa-blackpink-bvlgari-event



Contact for more information at
Tel: 02-252-2121
Line Official Account: @Nida_Esth
WhatsApp: +66859665333.

You can also follow the news and various privileges of Nida Esth' Medical Centre at
Facebook: Dr. Nida Nida Esth'  
Instagram: Nidaesthcenter.
Tiktok: Nida_Esth.
Youtube: Nida Esth Medical Center Channel.
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                  Issue of dollar bonds ruled out this year                

                Finance ministry backtracks on what would have been first overseas debt issue in two decades
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                                The government has no plans currently to issue dollar bonds overseas this year as it is still studying the issue while waiting for a clearer market direction, a Ministry of Finance official said on Thursday.
In February, the ministry had said it was looking at issuing up to $1 billion in overseas bonds, which would have been the first such issue in more than two decades, to help create a reference yield for companies seeking funds in foreign markets.

Such a bond issue would need to wait until next year at the earliest, Jindarat Viriyataveekul, an adviser to the ministry's Public Debt Management Office, told reporters.

Ms Jindarat also said the ratio of public debt to gross domestic product was expected to rise to 65.03% at the end of the 2024 fiscal year on Sept 30, from 63.37% at the end of March.

That compares with the official debt ceiling of 70%.

She said the higher debt ratio is in line with government spending under the 2024 fiscal budget that was finally approved last month.

The 3.48-trillion-baht budget was delayed from the original start date of Oct 1, 2023 due to prolonged political gridlock following the election in May.
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                  More economists speak up for BoT                

                Central bank independence in setting monetary policy and interest rates defended
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                                A group representing 300 economists has spoken out in favour of the Bank of Thailand's independence in setting monetary policy after government and business leaders stepped up calls for lower interest rates to support economic growth.
Pursuing an independent monetary policy is vital for the country's economic stability as it prevents the misuse of monetary policy for short-term political goals while keeping inflation in check, the Economic Society of Thailand said in a statement.

The group is in the process of collecting signatures from its members to support the cause and plans a seminar on May 28 on the topic of strengthening the country's economic structure over the medium and long term.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and his allies have been loudly pushing for a rate cut -- a move the central bank has repeatedly resisted, saying that lower borrowing costs won't fix the economy's problems.

The rift widened last week after the premier defended a statement by Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra that the central bank's autonomy posed an "obstacle" to reviving Southeast Asia's second-largest economy.

That sparked speculation that the ruling coalition may seek to amend the central bank law guaranteeing autonomy. Mr Srettha and newly appointed Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira have denied any such move is planned, but both have underlined the need to align monetary and fiscal policies to revive the economy.

Mr Pichai, for his part, has said he intends to hold talks with central bank governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput to ease tensions and ensure that both economic engines -- monetary and fiscal -- are working together.

Mr Sethaput has said that political pressure won't sway the central bank's independent interest rate decisions. He also maintains that the country's economic problems are structural in nature and stimulus alone will not achieve much.

"Politicians shouldn't act to threaten or put pressure on the central bank independence in public," Nipon Poapongsakorn, head of the group of economists and distinguished fellow at the Thailand Development Research Institute, said in the statement.

"We ask those who are responsible for both fiscal and monetary policies to cooperate to maintain economic stability."

They can debate on the basis of data, but should let central bank independence be as it is, he said.

The country's top business lobby also weighed in on the interest-rate on debate Wednesday, supporting the government's call for lower borrowing costs.

The central bank has kept borrowing costs at a decade high 2.5% since September. It said last month that holding the rate steady has given it more options to deal with currency volatility, geopolitical risks and uncertainties stemming from the timing of rate cuts by the US Federal Reserveg.


	Commentary: Government-BoT spat may not be about economics
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                                MUMBAI - Bitcoin is grinding lower as part of a US$500 billion slide in digital assets, stoking questions about whether the crypto rebound has peaked.
The token is flirting with five straight days of declines, which would be the longest such losing run since October last year. The overall crypto market has tumbled 17% to $2.4 trillion in the wake of Bitcoin's mid-March record high of $73,798, according to data compiled by CoinGecko and Bloomberg News.

Fizzling inflows into US spot-Bitcoin exchange-traded funds and the prospect of higher-for-longer Federal Reserve interest rates are together subduing digital assets. Last week's debut of Hong Kong crypto ETFs failed to brighten the mood.

Cash flooding into the US funds after their January launch had earlier lifted Bitcoin to its all-time peak. Overall net inflows for the group now stand at $11.8 billion following a $169 million outflow so far this month.

Many speculators who were betting on continuing strong ETF flows are now "being washed out of the market," said Benjamin Celermajer, director at digital-asset investment manager Magnet Capital. But he added that the bull market is not over and that Bitcoin will scale new highs by the end of 2024.

In the derivatives market, there are signs investors expect fewer big Bitcoin swings compared with the volatility that shadowed the rollout of the US ETFs.

The T3 Bitcoin Volatility Index -- which uses options prices to give a sense of expected 30-day swings in the token -- and the equivalent gauge for second-ranked digital asset Ether are both at around two-month lows.

Bitcoin was little changed at $61,660 as of 7.10am in London on Thursday, while Ether rose 2% to $3,009.
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                  Thailand at the forefront of Asean's energy transition                

                Future Energy Asia 2024 gets set to highlight Thailand's pivotal role in driving sustainable energy practices across the region.
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                                As the host of the upcoming Future Energy Asia Exhibition and Summit from May 15 to 17, 2024, at Bankok's Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre (QSNCC), Thailand will underscore its firm commitment and pivotal role in advancing an inclusive and sustainable regional energy transition.
Thailand's energy sector stands at a transformative crossroads. The government has set ambitious targets to increase the share of renewables in the national energy mix. As the host of Future Energy Asia, Thailand exemplifies what practical energy policies and innovative green technologies can achieve. The summit provides a glimpse into a future where Thailand leads by example, showcasing significant advancements in solar, wind, and bioenergy solutions.

Bringing together visionaries, experts and regional decision makers, Future Energy Asia will delve into Thailand's green energy policies and their impact on economic growth. Discussions will focus on how sustainable practices attract foreign investment and strengthen local industries. By balancing economic development with environmental stewardship, Thailand serves as a model for its Asean counterparts.
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The co-location of Future Mobility Asia and Future LNG Asia at Future Energy Asia represents a strategic assembly crucial for spearheading the comprehensive energy transition in Asia and beyond. This integrated platform uniquely addresses the entire energy ecosystem, emphasising the synergistic roles of LNG, innovative mobility solutions, and broader energy strategies to drive a cohesive and sustainable transition to net-zero emissions.

Deputy Prime Minister and Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga will deliver a ministerial address at the Opening Ceremony of Future Energy Asia, Future LNG Asia and Future Mobility Asia. This combined platform is the region's most essential energy transition forum, offering unmatched opportunities to engage with the government and industry leaders spearheading these transformations.

A key theme at Future Energy Asia will be Thailand's mobilising investments across the Asean region. The summit will explore innovative financial instruments and partnerships essential for funding the expansive energy transition. Thailand's proactive approach to creating attractive investment opportunities in the green energy sector positions it as a hub for future energy finance.
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Notable speakers scheduled to attend Future Energy Asia include:


	Dr Sompop Pattanariyankool, Deputy Permanent Secretary of Energy, Ministry of Energy, Kingdom of Thailand

	The Right Honourable Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari Bin Tun Datuk Abang Haji Openg, Premier of Sarawak

	Wuttikorn Stithit, COO, Upstream Petroleum and Gas Business Group, PTT Public Company Limited

	Dwi, Soetjipto, Chairman, SKK Migas

	Dr Tran Hong, Nam, President and CEO, PETROVIETNAM
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Co-hosted by PTT Group and the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat), and supported by lead sponsors ADNOC and PTTEP, the event will showcase groundbreaking innovations and policy frameworks that will guide the transition to net-zero emissions.

With a distinguished lineup of speakers, comprehensive strategic summits, and the support of industry giants, the event is anticipated to enact significant strides towards a sustainable future. Bangkok will become the crucible where the region's challenges meet global solutions, underscoring Asia's pivotal role in steering the world towards cleaner, more reliable, and sustainable energy pathways.
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Register for your complimentary visitor pass to join 22,000 energy and mobility professionals driving the energy sector forward: https://www.futureenergyasia.com/visitor-registration/?actioncode=MP30&utm_source=media-partner&utm_medium=web-banner&utm_campaign=VISPROM&utm_content=Bangkok%20Post
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For more information, please contact:
Exposis Co Ltd
Sarunya Srisadjalerdwaja, Marketing
02-559-0856-8
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                                BEIJING: China's exports and imports returned to growth in April after contracting in the previous month, customs data showed on Thursday, signalling an encouraging improvement in demand at home and overseas in a boost to a shaky economic recovery.
The data suggests a flurry of policy support measures over the past several months is gaining traction and helping to stabilise fragile investor and consumer confidence.

Shipments from China grew 1.5% year-on-year last month, in line with the increase forecast in a Reuters poll of economists. They fell 7.5% in March, which marked the first contraction since November.

Imports for April increased 8.4%, beating an expected 4.8% rise and reversing a 1.9% fall in March.

"Exports have been the bright spot in China's economy so far this year. The weak domestic demand led to deflationary pressure, which boosts China's export competitiveness," said Zhang Zhiwei, chief economist at Pinpoint Asset Management.

China's economy grew faster than expected in the first quarter, although data on exports, consumer inflation, producer prices and bank lending for March showed that momentum could be faltering again. A protracted property crisis is also showing few signs of abating, spurring calls for more policy stimulus.

In the first quarter, both imports and exports rose 1.5% year-on-year.

A string of forecast-beating economic data over the January-February period and a factory owners survey for March suggested the world's No.2 economy had managed to successfully navigate some early challenges, buying officials more time to lift fragile investor confidence and revitalise growth.

However, Beijing has its work cut out. Rating agency Fitch cut its outlook on China's sovereign credit rating to negative last month, citing risks to public finances as growth slows and government debt rises.

The Politburo of the Communist Party, the party's top decision-making body, said last month it would step up support for the economy with prudent monetary policy and proactive fiscal policies, including through interest rates and bank reserve requirement ratios.

China has set an economic growth target for 2024 of around 5%, which many analysts say will be a challenge to achieve without much more stimulus.

Chinese exporters had a tough time for most of last year as soaring interest rates weighed on overseas demand. With the Federal Reserve and other developed nations showing no urgency to cut borrowing costs, manufacturers may face further strains as they battle for market share.

Analysts say Chinese exporters are continuing to slash prices to maintain sales abroad amid the weak domestic demand conditions.

"Overcapacity in many industries will continue to depress export prices in the coming months," said Dan Wang, chief economist at Hang Seng Bank China.

"As more Chinese companies make investments overseas to get around potential sanctions from the U.S., we expect more exports of industrial inputs like chemicals, fabric, auto parts and electric machineries," she added.

China's trade surplus grew to $72.35 billion, compared with a forecast of $77.50 billion in the poll and $58.55 billion in March.
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                  Carmakers flag difficult year on costs, muted EV demand                

                Though shift to EVs has slowed, carmakers are not reversing course
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                                PORTLAND - Automakers across Europe and Asia are warning of a challenging year as rising costs and waning demand for electric vehicles (EVs) weigh on profits.
Mercedes-Benz Group AG on Wednesday said it will sell combustion-engine cars longer than expected amid disappointing EV sales. Toyota Motor Corp, which sees operating income slumping by a fifth this fiscal year, is relying on hybrids to counter lower output. BMW AG, even as it is doing better on EVs, flagged problems including higher manufacturing expenses.

Persistent inflation, muted economic growth in much of Europe and a protracted recovery in China -- where excessive EV discounting is hurting manufacturers -- are adding to the industry's headaches.

"The price war in China is getting tougher every day," Toyota Chief Financial Officer Yoichi Miyazaki said. "We'll have to continue enduring for several years until we have more battery EVs to offer."

Mercedes in April reported earnings drop on model changeovers and soft EV demand, with Volkswagen AG and Stellantis NV also flagging slow starts to the year. 

To be sure, most major auto-industry companies confirmed their full-year guidance, with German parts maker Continental AG on Wednesday saying it expects earnings to improve in the second half due to price increases and cost cutting. BMW's EV sales jumped 28% after the German brand introduced a range of battery-powered models that look very similar to its comparable gasoline models.

But most carmakers are feeling the pain of the EV slowdown after governments ended lucrative subsidies for the technology, making the already more expensive EVs even less attractive. Gaps in charging infrastructure also continue to turn off potential buyers.

"Some of our customers have delayed product launches in general, also in the new EV arena," Continental CFO Katja Garcia Vila told Bloomberg in an interview by phone. "That caused delays in the ramp up of our production."

Mercedes Chief Executive Officer Ola Kallenius told shareholders on Wednesday that the maker of the S-Class sedan will continue to make combustion-engine and hybrid vehicles "well into the 2030s" if demand is there.

Larger vehicles with combustion engines still command the biggest profits, with Ferrari NV and Porsche AG among those boasting the highest returns. And with China not phasing out sales of new combustion-engines until 2060, luxury-car makers still see potential for their legacy products in the world's biggest auto market.

While the shift to EVs has slowed somewhat due to the demand issues, carmakers are not making U-turns. 

Toyota said it is committed to EVs in the long term, and that it will invest an additional Y=500 billion (US$3.2 billion) in plans to decarbonise and develop next-generation software. 

Ferrari, which on Tuesday reported underwhelming earnings and failed to raise its outlook, is building a factory in Italy to make hybrid and electric cars that will be ready next month. Both BMW and Mercedes plan to introduce a new generation of EVs around mid-decade.
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                                The risk of default on credit card loans rose significantly in the first quarter this year, driven by the central bank's mandate for a higher minimum payment rate.
In the first quarter of 2024, special mention (SM) loans, defined as those overdue by 30-90 days, surged for credit cards to 12 billion baht, up 32.4% year-on-year and 20.6% quarter-on-quarter.

Roughly 190,000 cards defaulted, according to National Credit Bureau (NCB) data.

This increase in defaults can partly be attributed to the Bank of Thailand's decision to raise the minimum payment requirement for credit cards from 5% to 8% at the start of the year, Surapol Opastien, chief executive of NCB, posted on his personal Facebook page.

Fragile economic growth, an uneven income recovery for individuals, and higher costs of living are expected to further strain the ability of credit cardholders to repay their debts, he said.

During the pandemic, the central bank temporarily reduced the minimum payment requirement to 5% to alleviate the debt burden on borrowers.

However, in January this year the central bank reinstated the minimum payment rate of 8%, with plans to return to the normal rate of 10% in 2025.

According to NCB data, as of March this year, total credit cards issued totalled around 24 million, with outstanding loans tallying roughly 550 billion baht, marking a 3.2% increase year-on-year.

Meanwhile, non-performing loans (NPLs) for credit cards amounted to 64 billion baht in the first quarter this year, representing a 14.6% increase year-on-year.

"With the notable surge in SMs for credit card loans, there is mounting pressure for higher NPLs in this economy," said Mr Surapol.

"Concurrently, more young people are applying for credit cards over the past few years."

NCB data revealed roughly 36,000 new credit cards were issued the last two years, with 23,000 held by millennials aged between 27 and 44.

Credit cards offered for more than two years but less than four years tallied 39,000, with 29,800 held by millennials and 9,200 by Gen X (aged 45-59).

Cards offered for more than four years but less than six years amounted to 45,000, with 33,000 held by millennials and 12,000 by Gen X.

According to a central bank statement, the regulator pledged to monitor the impact of the minimum payment increase, following a proposal from the Credit Card Club to postpone the rate hike based on concerns about the weakened ability of credit cardholders to repay their debts amidst an uneven economic recovery.
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                  Making sense of Microsoft's local outlays                

                Thailand is becoming a hotbed for data centre investment as foreign players establish a foothold
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                                Microsoft's announcement last week of its first investment in a data centre region in Thailand is expected to enhance the country's digital ecosystem and could fuel competition in the data centre sector.
Microsoft chairman and chief executive Satya Nadella was on a three-nation tour of Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia to announce a range of investments in data centres, artificial intelligence (AI) and cloud services.

Q: What are Microsoft's commitments to Thailand?

Mr Nadella said the company plans to set up a new data centre region in Thailand. He made the statement during "Microsoft Build: AI Day" on May 1 in Bangkok.

The company also committed to provide AI training opportunities to more than 100,000 Thais, aiming to support the nation's growing developer community.

The commitments build on Microsoft's memorandum of understanding with the Thai government last year to envision the nation's digital-first, AI-powered future.

However, Mr Nadella did not specify the company's investment value for Thailand's data centre region.

Digital Economy and Society Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong said Microsoft and Thailand only started talks on these issues late last year, so it may be too early for the company to specify investment figures.

Microsoft announced investment of US$1.7 billion over the next four years in new cloud and AI infrastructure in Indonesia, and pledged to invest $2.2 billion over the same period to support Malaysia's digital transformation.

The company wants to continue to foster the growth of the Thai developer community through new initiatives such as AI Odyssey, which is expected to help 6,000 Thai developers become AI subject matter experts by learning new skills and earning Microsoft credentials.

[image: ]
K-Research expects Thailand's data centre service business to expand 31.2% per year.



Q: How does Microsoft view Thailand?

According to Microsoft, Thailand is a rapidly growing market on GitHub, the Microsoft-owned software development, collaboration and innovation platform. More than 900,000 Thailand-based developers used GitHub in 2023, representing 24% year-on-year growth.

Many Thai organisations are improving their productivity and accelerating innovation using Microsoft's generative AI-powered solutions, said Dhanawat Suthumpun, managing director of Microsoft Thailand.

He said Microsoft has seen continued growth in demand for services such as cloud and AI from organisations of all sizes and scales in Thailand. This demand exists in both the private and public sectors, including government initiatives, said Mr Dhanawat.

"There is no doubt the global shift towards AI transformation presents huge opportunities for Thailand to accelerate economic growth, including the predicted $117 billion increase to Thai GDP by 2030 from the impact of AI, as well as productivity and capacity to innovate," he said.

"We are establishing a new data centre region in Thailand to help organisations and individuals capture these new opportunities and accelerate growth across the region, with world-class cloud and AI."

Mr Dhanawat said the company recognises Thailand's ambition to become a regional digital economy hub and enhance the country's R&D capabilities while reskilling the workforce.

"Through the work of our customers and partners in Thailand, we have already seen clear willingness and intent to innovate with AI," he said.

"Our Work Trend Index study from 2023 showed Thailand was a frontrunner among 31 countries surveyed in terms of AI mindset. Some 91% of Thai professionals said they were comfortable using AI for administrative tasks, while 92% were open to involving AI in analytical and creative parts of their job, all figures higher than any market in the western world."

Q: What does the planned data centre region mean for Thailand?

According to Microsoft, the data centre region in Thailand will expand the availability of Microsoft's hyperscale cloud services, facilitating enterprise-grade reliability, performance and compliance with data residency and privacy standards.

Research by Kearney found AI could contribute nearly $1 trillion to Southeast Asia's GDP by 2030, with Thailand poised to capture $117 billion of this amount.

Data centre players said competition in Thailand's data centre and cloud service sectors is expected to intensify as several foreign providers enter the market, becoming an investment battleground for global cloud data centre operators from the US, Japan, China, Singapore, Malaysia, Australia and India.

In 2022, Amazon Web Services announced plans to open a data centre region in Thailand, investing more than $5 billion over 15 years.

Recently NextDC, an Australian data centre operator, received Board of Investment approval for a 13.7-billion-baht investment in a new hyperscale data centre located in Bangkok.

Thai trade representative Nalinee Taveesin earlier disclosed that CtrlS Datacenters, Asia's leading data centre operator, leased a land plot in the Eastern Economic Corridor of Digital in Chon Buri for a period of 50 years to establish its hyperscale data centre.

Thailand is estimated to attract data centre investment worth $7.8 billion during 2024-27, equivalent to 1.1% of GDP, but the value is expected to be three times lower than that of Malaysia, according to Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research).

K-Research expects Thailand's data centre service business to expand 31.2% per year, while that of Malaysia is projected to grow by 36.8% annually over the next four years.

The think tank puts Thailand's data centre capacity at third in Southeast Asia, behind Singapore and Malaysia.

The entry of major foreign cloud providers with local data centres should to lead to positive impacts for the Thai digital ecosystem, said Adam Simmons, an analyst at Dgtl Infra, a global online publication and research provider on data centres.

Their entry will enable Thai startups and enterprises to access cutting-edge cloud services and tools, he said, contributing to digital upskilling by expanding access to training resources and certifications in cloud skills.

Q: What is the data centre outlook for the region?

Mr Simmons said Asia-Pacific, including Thailand, has become a hotspot for hyperscale data centre investments in recent years because of several key factors, including rapid digital transformation and growing demand for cloud services in the region, driven by e-commerce, digital device and mobile internet usage, and increasing adoption of generative AI technologies.

Thailand also holds a strategic geographical position, at the intersection of a north-south corridor connecting China to Singapore and an east-west passage extending from India to Vietnam, he said.

Deploying data centre capacity in Thailand creates geographic diversity and redundancy benefits, as well as lower network latency for China and thus an improved user experience for Chinese businesses and consumers, said Mr Simmons.

In addition, international network connectivity is rapidly improving from new submarine cables expanding in Thailand, with several new systems landing in the country this year, he said.

The Bangkok-Singapore route is one of the largest international internet routes in Asia, and its usage is growing rapidly, said Mr Simmons.

Supportive government policies and infrastructure investments are also factors, as the Thai government has taken steps to attract data centre investments.

The total value of data centre investments in Thailand is estimated to reach roughly 110 billion baht ($3.0 billion) by the end of 2024, he said, growing to 225 billion by 2027, marking a 27% compound annual growth rate.

Regarding Microsoft's refusal to specify an investment amount in Thailand, Mr Simmons said often this means negotiations are ongoing.

"Establishing a new data centre region involves significant planning and coordination with local authorities," he said.
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                                The Federation of Thai Capital Market Organizations (Fetco) is preparing to propose to the Finance Ministry reviving long-term equity funds (LTFs) and adjusting the investment conditions for Thailand ESG funds to attract more investment into the local bourse.
Chairman Kobsak Pootrakool said Fetco is preparing to hold talks with the ministry about shortening the investment period for Super Savings Funds (SSF) from 10 years, or even cancelling SSFs and bringing back LTFs, which were discontinued in January 2020.

"We are delighted the new finance minister, a former chairman of the Stock Exchange of Thailand [SET], mentioned reviving LTFs, which Fetco has always supported because it will support long-term savings and investments in Thai stocks," said Mr Kobsak.

Fetco also slashed its year-end target for the SET index to 1,537 points from 1,590 points, as the US Federal Reserve has delayed any interest rate cuts. As a consequence, the global economy is likely to slow, with the financial sector remaining volatile, he said.

The SET index has an opportunity to recover in the second half, supported by stimulus measures, rapid budget disbursement and a bustling tourism sector, while central banks in various countries will start to gradually cut rates towards the end of the year, said Mr Kobsak.

"Fetco believes the Bank of Thailand will consider a rate reduction at the appropriate time, based on data and future economic trends," he said.

The federation announced on Wednesday its Investor Confidence Index was in the neutral zone in April for a third consecutive month.

The index, which anticipates market conditions over the next three months, was 92.3 last month, while foreign investors held steady at 100.

Retail investor confidence was down 28.9% to 76.5, while proprietary and institutional investors dropped 31.9% and 13.1% to 77.8 and 123, respectively, according to Fetco.

The government's stimulus package is the most positive factor increasing confidence, followed by a local economic recovery and the uptick in tourism.

However, international conflicts, inflation and listed companies' earnings are undermining confidence, said Mr Kobsak.

After the Songkran holiday, the index plunged because of conflict between Iran and Israel, while the US economy grew by 1.6% in the first quarter, the slowest pace in two years and well below the market's expectation of 2.4%.

At the end of April, the SET index closed at 1,367.95, down 0.7% from the previous month with an average daily trading volume of 45.4 billion baht. Foreign investors returned as net buyers of 3.79 billion baht, although their net sales tallied 65.1 billion year-to-date.

External factors requiring monitoring include global interest rate trends and the conflict in the Middle East, he said.

Locally, all eyes are on short-term economic stimulus, clarity on the digital wallet handout, and an expected rate cut in the second half, said Mr Kobsak.
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        Loading the chamber
        By Saturday the term of the junta-appointed Upper House will come to an end, and the process of starting a new chamber will begin.

      

      
        What TikTok got wrong about America
        TikTok is now one of the biggest stories in business and geopolitics. US President Joe Biden has just signed a law that will ban the massively popular app in nine months if its Chinese owner, ByteDance, does not sell it to a non-Chinese entity.

      

      
        Govt, BoT spat may not be economic
        The row between the government and the Bank of Thailand (BoT) over its "high" interest rate is all over the news. Many have started questioning the appropriateness of the central bank's independence.

      

      
        Why EU Day matters for Thailand
        The European Union was born out of war to prevent war in the future between historic enemies. After World War II many European leaders wanted to try a new form of international cooperation to break out of the cycle of war which had dogged Europe every 50 years or so, going back through the centuries. Following the declaration by French foreign minister, Robert Schuman, on May 9, 1950, six...

      

      
        Fixing Thailand's cannabis regulations
        When cannabis was removed from the Narcotics Code in 2021, widespread, unregulated usage sparked a public outcry, calling for immediate governmental intervention to rectify the situation.

      

      
        Adapting to a hotter world
        The arrival of rains this week might have cooled off what has been an unusually hot season, which saw temperatures reaching 45C.

      

      
        Kyiv faces 'difficult' May as arms supply faces delays
        Shortly after the US House of Representatives signed off its $61 billion (2.2 trillion baht) deal of military support for Ukraine last month, social media feeds run by the government in Kyiv showed US-supplied HIMARS batteries firing 16 rockets in quick succession into nearby territory held by Russia.

      

      
        Fertilisers will not fix food crisis
        The world is confronting an unprecedented food crisis, exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic, Russia's war against Ukraine, and worsening climate conditions. But the problem is most acute in Africa, where 61% of the population faced moderate or severe food insecurity in 2022. And at a moment when effective solutions are urgently needed, policymakers are once again coalescing around the misguided...

      

      
        The rise of AI in political warfare
        This year promises to be a whopper for elective government, with billions of people -- or more than 40% of the world's population -- able to vote in an election. But nearly five months into 2024, some government officials are quietly wondering why the looming risk of AI hasn't, apparently, played out. Even as voters in Indonesia and Pakistan have gone to the polls, they are seeing little evidence...

      

      
        Israel, Hamas and the elusive ceasefire
        Hamas did not need a ceasefire. It had already demonstrated that Israel could not eradicate it. It had achieved its primary goal of wrecking the anti-Iran alliance that was brewing between Israel and the major Arab Gulf states. And it doesn't care about how many Palestinians get killed; they are all "martyrs" for the cause.
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																By Saturday the term of the junta-appointed Upper House will come to an end, and the process of starting a new chamber will begin.
The timeline should be a major milestone for democracy. But the race is already showing signs of lethargy due to the Election Commission (EC) and its tough-yet-obscure regulations governing candidates' self-introduction and use of social media.

In laying down the law, the poll agency cited the 2017 charter, which prohibits candidates from canvassing and representing parties. Its narrow interpretation of the supreme law, which results in the race being a closed process, is unpractical, if not problematic.

Without clear introduction rules, for instance, every candidate is at risk of being accused of breaching the election rules and facing penalties. At the same time, the EC excludes the public from this crucial election. Therefore, it is not preposterous to expect accusations, lawsuits and disqualifications later on.

The delay also means the Upper House chamber will remain in place in a caretaker form.

The rules for this Senate election are challenging, if not mind-boggling. The contest, according to the charter, is an indirect race, with candidates from 20 professional groups voting among themselves at three levels -- district, provincial and national -- followed by cross-voting and draws.

There will be six rounds of votes before the 200 senators are finalised. The candidates are allowed to talk among themselves but not to the public.

The EC regulations target those in the media and entertainment fields. In principle, they obstruct people in these fields from using their careers to gain an advantage over their rivals. While the idea is sound, the regulations are too vague and hard to implement.

Under such illogical regulations, the EC has created a climate of fear that is making this election -- which is so crucial to democracy -- rather unhealthy.

If that's not enough, the poll agency has failed to comply with calls for it to clarify the election rules concerning candidates' self-introductions, or give the public access to the race so they could monitor the process and keep an eye out for fraud. In fact, the controversial regulations are the EC's fierce reaction to the campaign by civic groups like iLaw.

These groups have asked the EC to make the election more accessible to the public. In the case of iLaw, it also launched a webpage, senate67, as a digital platform for those wishing to join the race.

This also enables politically conscious netizens to monitor the process, while the site explains and simplifies the overly complicated election rules as well as other important data like timelines. If the EC strictly implements these rigid regulations, the webpage risks being shut down and those involved could face penalties.

Civic groups and some potential candidates for the Senate have lodged complaints with the Administrative Court, asking for an injunction. They argue the EC has exceeded its mandate in launching such controversial rules that infringe upon freedom of expression.

The court set May 16 for the first hearing. Those involved are holding their breath given the fact the race will officially begin Monday.

Will the court ruling affect the race? In fact, there is no need for the EC to wait for the outcome. It should be cognisant of the disadvantage inherent in such a closed process that deprives the public of its right to participate -- a right that, if respected, may help prevent poll fraud.
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																TikTok is now one of the biggest stories in business and geopolitics. US President Joe Biden has just signed a law that will ban the massively popular app in nine months if its Chinese owner, ByteDance, does not sell it to a non-Chinese entity.
TikTok, for its part, has called the law "political theatre", and it is probably right: there is always some theatrics in politics, and bashing China is currently one of the most popular shows in town. But, given the arrogance TikTok exhibited in the weeks and months leading up to the bill's passage, the company's leadership clearly has a fundamental misunderstanding of America and Americans.

Compared to policymakers in other countries, US lawmakers are usually reluctant to regulate business, and many had previously opposed a forced sale of TikTok for fear that it could create a perception of corruption, reduce business confidence, and undermine free speech. Most agree that when regulation does happen, it should clear the relatively high bar of serving the public interest.

Until a month ago, the main public-interest concern was data privacy. Questions such as who can access user data, and whether that data can be put to malign uses, are pertinent to all large social-media platforms. Over the past decade, Congress has held many hearings on the issue, often targeting large US companies such as Meta and Google. But these concerns are amplified in TikTok's case, because many US lawmakers assume that the Chinese government can force TikTok to hand over its American users' data. Under laws China enacted in 2017 and 2021, all Chinese organisations are required to assist the government's intelligence-gathering and counterespionage work, if asked.

TikTok promised that it would store Americans' data on servers outside China. That did not satisfy US lawmakers and security officials, who continued to worry about "backdoors", an issue that contributed to the US Federal Trade Commission's decision two years ago to ban equipment made by Huawei.

Still, at one point, there was hope for a workable solution. Since data privacy is an industry-wide concern, TikTok could have played the issue to its advantage, such as by investing in data safeguards and supporting independent research of its own platform. It could have met US lawmakers halfway and approached the issue with the spirit of collaboration.

Instead, TikTok adopted an aggressive stance, hired expensive lobbyists, and in a catastrophic misstep, even mobilised its American users to call their representatives in Congress. Pop-up messages urged users to, "Let Congress know what TikTok means to you and tell them to vote NO." Some congressional offices received more than 1,000 calls in the space of a day.

On the surface, this may have seemed like a savvy strategy, given Uber's earlier success in mobilising its users to lobby against legislation it opposed. But TikTok overlooked a crucial difference: Uber is an American company. By intervening in the US political process, TikTok made the situation much worse for itself, highlighting a second major threat that its critics say it could pose to the public interest.

Over the past decade, ordinary Americans and lawmakers have grown increasingly concerned about social media's undue influence on users' beliefs, behaviours, and voting decisions, and on how hostile foreign actors can exploit the major platforms for their own purposes. This risk strikes at the heart of American democracy, and it is not just hypothetical. We already know that Russia and other governments regularly try to interfere in US and European elections.

Given this context, TikTok's mobilisation of its users wasn't just an annoyance to elected officials' staffers; it was an alarm bell. A foreign-owned company had brazenly demonstrated just how easy it is to manipulate its users to serve its own interests, confirming that it knew all along how much political influence it could exert. Suddenly, and understandably, the focus in the US shifted from Russian voter manipulation to Chinese voter manipulation.

Perhaps nothing could have saved TikTok from the forced-sale legislation. We will never know what could have been. But it is clear that the company's aggressive strategy backfired. TikTok launched what many saw as an attack on American democracy, and ended up ensuring the majorities that were needed to push the bill through Congress.

TikTok's future in America is now uncertain. Before it weighs its next moves, the company should fire its lobbyists and consultants, who should have advised it to be more respectful of Americans' legitimate concerns about data privacy and threats to democracy. And all other non-US firms should learn from TikTok's recent missteps on what not to do. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Nancy Qian, Professor of Economics at Northwestern University, is Co-Director of the university's Global Poverty Research Lab.
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																The row between the government and the Bank of Thailand (BoT) over its "high" interest rate is all over the news. Many have started questioning the appropriateness of the central bank's independence.
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin goes so far as to say that a "high" interest rate hinders economic development. Some government supporters have even called for the removal of the BoT governor.

Wait a minute. Am I the only sane economist in Thailand? A 2.5% policy interest rate is not "high" by any standard. Let us look at the policy rates of six major Asean nations compared to the 2023 GDP growth of each nation. GDP growth figures are in parenthesis after policy interest rates. For ease of following, I put them in order from high to low.

Philippines 6.5% (5.6%); Indonesia 6.25% (5.05%); Singapore 3.4% (1.2%); Malaysia 3% (3.7%); Vietnam 3% (5.05%); and Thailand 2.5% (1.9%).


[image: ]

If there should be a central bank under pressure for setting an interest rate too high, it would be the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS), as a 3.4% policy interest rate could be seen as a cause of GDP growth plummeting from 3.6% in 2022 to only 1.2% in 2023. Fortunately, the Singapore government is sensible and fully supports the MAS. The question of the MAS's independence never entered their smart minds.


Readers can judge whether the BoT's 2.5% policy rate is "high". Let me add that the US Fed's policy interest rate is 5.25%-5.5%; the UK's policy interest rate is 5.25%; and the EU's policy interest rate is 4.5%.

I am surprised that with these kinds of interest differences between Thailand's and the world's major economies, capital has not flown out of Thailand more. Is it because foreign investors have full confidence in a certain Thai organisation in charge of economic stability?

All governments love to have some control over their central banks. A primary goal of a government is to please voters so they can be re-elected, and the best way to please voters is to spur high GDP growth, preferably higher than 5%. (Did Thai voters hear this kind of goal in the last election campaign?) However, it is not possible without the cooperation of its central bank to provide ample liquidity to support 5% growth.

I have two examples of Country A and Country B achieving a 5% growth target owing to cooperation from their central bank. Sadly, there was an extremely high price to pay (The data is displayed in the graphic).

No need to guess. Country A is Argentina, and Country B is Turkiye. There is not much to explain about Argentina. It is a doomed economy, currently under the supervision of the IMF, and had the world's highest inflation in March, at 287.9%. Turkiye is an interesting case study for Thailand.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan removed a central bank governor in July 2019 after he refused to lower interest rates. The high interest rates were hurting the Turkish economy. GDP growth was 3% in 2018 and was forecast to be less than 1% in 2019. (Actual GDP growth was 0.8% in 2019.) By the way, the "high" interest policy rate in Turkiye at that time was 24.0%, not 2.5%.

After removing several Central Bank of the Republic of Turkiye (TCMB) governors, the policy interest rate dropped from 24% to 8.25%. GDP did rise like a phoenix, as seen in the case of Country B in the attached table.

The price, however, was super-high inflation rates. Inflation remained high at 69.8% in April, despite the fact the TCMB rate is now 50%. Once an economy makes a fatal mistake, it is almost impossible to correct it.

[image: ]

Therefore, it is recommended not to make that fatal mistake. Luckily, Thailand has a good law protecting the BoT governor from political interference. A mistake like Turkiye's is unlikely to happen.

Not only did the Turkish economy pay a high price for economic mismanagement, Mr Erdogan paid a high price, too. His party had its heaviest loss in 20 years in local elections, including the Istanbul mayoral post in April. Mr Erdogan, a former mayor of Istanbul, once said whoever wins Istanbul wins Turkiye. Critics say that Mr Erdogan might not be president after the next election.

The public and even governments do not understand the job of a central bank and, more importantly, how a central bank manages the monetary system. Before the TCMB governor was fired because he raised the interest rate to 24%, he was actually doing a good job.

Inflation rates were lowered from 24.5% in September 2018 to 15.7% in June 2019. A month later, he was fired. Probably, the president saw that inflation was down by almost 10% and there was no need to maintain a high interest rate.

But, in the eyes of the governor, inflationary pressure and inflation expectations remained high, and it was necessary to keep a "high" interest rate of 24% for a longer period of time. Surely, the president did not agree to that.

The situation in Turkiye then is probably no different to Thailand now. The government sees no reason why the BoT governor is keeping interest "high" (at 2.5%) since inflation rates were negative for several months.

The reasons the BoT governor has done so could be inflationary pressure and inflationary expectations remain high. Once oil price support is reduced, inflation will rise quickly. Inflation is now in positive territory at 0.19% as of April.

This is not the first time the public and government have not understood central bank decisions. Then Fed Chairman Paul Volcker was criticised when he pushed the Fed Fund Rate (FFR) to 20% in May 1981 while the inflation rate was only 10%.

His crazily high FFR caused the US economy to contract 1.8% in 1982. But if he was soft-hearted, US inflation rate would not have dropped to 2.6% in mid-1983, paving the way for a whopping 7.2% in GDP growth in 1984.

The BoT's policy rate of 2.5% is already the lowest among the major Asean countries. What is the benefit of lowering the rate, say by 0.25% or 0.5%?

The government does have econometric models at the Fiscal Policy Office and National Economic and Social Development Council. Why not simulate the models to see how 2.25% or 2% policy rates would affect GDP growth in 2024? How much could new policy interest rates raise GDP growth from the current projection of 2.4%?

Then, show higher GDP growth figures to the BoT and the public, revealing that, because of the governor's stubbornness, Thailand is bound to lose such-and-such percent of growth potential.

In this day and age, we have the tools to help determine policy effectiveness.

If the Fiscal Policy Office has a tool to determine that the Digital Wallet can boost GDP growth by 1.2%-1.8%, they can use the same tool to simulate the GDP growth effect of lowering the BoT's policy interest rate.

Or maybe lowering interest rates makes no significant impact on growth because, at whatever interest rate, monthly loan repayments would not be reduced, and banks will not issue new loans due to the high level of NPLs.

All the drama we are seeing now is just to divert public attention from a bad economy.
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									Why EU Day matters for Thailand								

															

																The European Union was born out of war to prevent war in the future between historic enemies. After World War II many European leaders wanted to try a new form of international cooperation to break out of the cycle of war which had dogged Europe every 50 years or so, going back through the centuries. Following the declaration by French foreign minister, Robert Schuman, on May 9, 1950, six countries agreed henceforth to manage jointly between them the industries needed to wage war -- coal, iron, steel -- instead of continuing to manage them purely nationally.
The European Coal and Steel Community, launched by Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands in 1952, eventually evolved into the European Union of 27 countries today; instead of pooling their sovereignty just over the industries needed for war, today the EU has a single integrated market, a common external trade policy and a common currency (the Euro); it allows for free movement of people across the EU, and covers issues such as climate change, foreign and security policy and much more.

By any measure, the EU constitutes a successful reconciliation process whereby war between its member states has become unthinkable. While the unjustifiable Russian invasion of Ukraine tragically shows that Europe is not immune from war, the EU has enjoyed over 70 years of peace and prosperity.

The Schuman Declaration of May 9, 1950 was so transformative within Europe that we celebrate May 9 each year as the "birthday" of the European Union. Despite the many challenges we face, our citizens can celebrate the results which the EU delivers.

On the international stage, the EU is a unique democratic club with many moving parts. The 27 countries are themselves democracies, deciding EU laws around the council table in Brussels. The voters of the 27 countries also get to elect directly their representatives in the European Parliament, which also decides on EU laws. Next month millions of Europeans will vote for the 705 Members of the European Parliament. After that, a new President of the European Council, President of the European Commission and the individual Commissioners, and the High Representative for Foreign and Security Policy will be appointed.

Why does any of this matter to Thailand?

The EU is a major economic partner of Thailand, the third ranked foreign investor, accounting for over 160,00 jobs, and 4th ranked trade partner with trade worth EU1 billion (about 39.7 billion baht) a week; EU tourists (1.3 million) now rank second to Chinese tourists (1.8 million) over the first quarter this year; Many Thai and European students and academics study in each other's universities under programmes such as ERASMUS+. Nonetheless, we want to do more, which is why we are negotiating a free trade agreement.

More than this, the EU and Thailand share important values and interests of global importance. We both want international relations between countries to be conducted on the basis of agreed rules through the multilateral system, in accordance with the UN Charter. It is tragic and dangerous that these principles are under attack in places such as Ukraine and the Middle East.

The EU is a force for good in the world. Together with its member states, the EU pays almost a third of all funding of the UN system and we are the largest donor of development and humanitarian assistance globally.

Global challenges such as climate change, biodiversity loss and the creation of a more sustainable planet are issues where the EU and Thailand can work together more because we share much common ground. Indeed, we have worked successfully on many such issues in the past, for example, on tackling illegal unregulated and unreported fishing where over recent years Thailand has become a regional success story because of the measures it has taken.

Thailand has put itself forward for election to the UN Human Rights Council. Being on the council brings both prestige and responsibilities. Respecting human rights is a challenge for every country, everywhere, every day -- in Europe, Thailand and elsewhere. We look forward to working together with our Thai interlocutors on the challenges of good governance and human rights under the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA).

Thailand is an important country in an important region. The EU's Indo-Pacific Strategy shows the political importance of the region for the EU, as does the EU-Asean Strategic Partnership. The EU supports Asean centrality and its efforts to resolve the tragic Myanmar situation, in which Thailand has a key role to play.

Important milestones in the recent past, such as the signing of the PCA and the relaunch of the FTA negotiations, bear witness to the growing strength of EU-Thailand relations. We look forward to working together with our Thai friends to achieve new milestones in the near future.



David Daly is the Ambassador of the European Union to Thailand.
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																When cannabis was removed from the Narcotics Code in 2021, widespread, unregulated usage sparked a public outcry, calling for immediate governmental intervention to rectify the situation.
Three years have passed, and cannabis remains in a regulatory vacuum.

Two draft bills have been sent to parliament to address these concerns, but there remains no sign that parliament will approve either of them.

Any attempt to regulate cannabis under this administration must address old legal loopholes and strengthen oversight measures to prevent abuse.

Although the government asserts that it has regulations in place, glaring loopholes remain in three key areas: cultivation, processing, and retail, which have left the general population to believe they can grow and use cannabis freely.

Firstly, in the cultivation sector, the regulations for commercial and household cultivation remain opaque. In commercial cultivation, there is no guidance on how growers can cultivate the plant freely. The 2021 ministerial regulations require a permit in the case of producing, importing, exporting, distributing, and possessing cannabis.

In household cultivation, the Ministry of Public Health only requires growers to register in the "Pluk Gan" application without specifying rules on the number of plants or the place of cultivation that could cause public nuisance.

Secondly, in the processing sector, there is a lack of effective follow-up inspection procedures for cannabis that is used to make edible products, especially some drinks and sweets, such as cookies and brownies. That being said, although producers are required to send product samples to the Food and Drug Administration for pre-production approval, some producers -- once they get the green light -- can either intentionally or unintentionally exceed the legal standards when using cannabis. This is possible because there are no inspections conducted after official approval.

Finally, safety control over cannabis sales is weak. For example, cannabis flowers are labelled as controlled medicinal herbs, banned from sale to minors, and smoked without supervision from medical practitioners.

Regulations on the use of cannabis flowers and cannabis extract are inconsistent.

The law forbids cannabis extract with over 0.2% THC (as it is addictive) but allows the sale of cannabis flowers as controlled medicinal herbs, although some of them might exceed the THC safety limit, which poses health risks.

Furthermore, legal enforcement of cannabis use is ineffective because it involves too many state agencies that do not collaborate with each other. For example, while the Food and Drug Administration is in charge of inspecting illicit cannabis use and halting sales of edibles surpassing legal THC limits, the Office of Narcotics Control Board regulates cannabis extracts exceeding 0.2% THC.

Additionally, while the Provincial Public Health Office oversees cannabis nursery permits, the Local Administrative Organisations handle community complaints despite not being involved in the initial nursery permitting process.

To close legal loopholes and strengthen regulatory measures, state agencies must amend rules and regulations for safe cannabis use. For instance, cannabis growers should obtain permits for commercial use for medicinal purposes that are officially approved for certain diseases only.

Applicants must also meet strict criteria, which include Thai citizenship, a minimum age of 20, no history of drug abuse, and a map of the cultivation site. The area must have safety measures, including fences, warning signs, and wastewater treatment systems. Zoning rules must be in place to ensure that cultivation sites are kept away from communities and schools.

For retail shops, they must obtain sales permits for medical purposes rather than for recreational purposes. Cannabis sales should adhere to legal obligations not less than those of alcoholic beverages. Zoning rules should specify the distance between cannabis retail shops and areas frequented by children and youth.

As for personal possession of ganja, users should obtain doctor's prescriptions for medical use, specifying the allowed quantity.

To minimise negative impacts on the youth population, the government should scrap rules that allow cannabis to be grown in households. Using cannabis in ready-to-eat foods, including beverages, noodle dishes, cookies, jelly, and brownies, should also be prohibited.

For non-edible products, such as cosmetics and massage oil, packaging must be tightly sealed, include relevant warnings, and specify the amount of cannabis so that consumers can make informed choices before purchasing.

Relevant regulatory agencies must also establish better collaboration with clear legal responsibilities. For instance, local administrative organisations should be involved in issuing permits for cannabis cultivation and retail shops, in addition to addressing public nuisances from cannabis use. They may consider establishing local complaint centres.

The officials under the Anti-Narcotics Control Board should also beef up their inspections for cannabis extracts containing more than 0.2% THC and pursue legal courses more strictly.

A comprehensive cannabis control law is essential. It must address existing loopholes, foster responsible cannabis use, and mitigate adverse impacts. With strict rules in place, we can ensure people know how to use cannabis safely and foster a responsible cannabis industry. Only then can we unlock its medicinal benefits for everyone.



Kiratipong Naewmalee, PhD, is a Senior Research Fellow, and Chanisara Dumkum is a researcher for law reform at the Thailand Development and Research Institute. This article is part of the research 'Situation Assessment and Policy Recommendations to Mitigate Adverse Impacts on Health, Economy, and Society from Cannabis and Related Products', supported by the Research Steering Committee on Critical National Issues, Thailand Science Research and Innovation, and the National Research Council of Thailand.
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																The arrival of rains this week might have cooled off what has been an unusually hot season, which saw temperatures reaching 45C.
However, questions remain for the public about what is to come.

Will such heatwaves become a permanent feature for Thailand and elsewhere?

Will our government -- the responsible ministries and provincial governors -- help prepare Thailand to cope with more bouts of extreme heat that might reoccur next year and years to come?

After all, heatwaves, along with floods and droughts, are symptoms of climate change, something that the world has tried to collectively address through 2015's Paris Agreement, which requires countries to help reduce emissions and adapt laws and infrastructure to mitigate its impact.

Meanwhile, as the world gets hotter, there are governments rolling out "heat action plans" to help people cope and adapt to the searing heat.

For example, Greece's Athens in 2016 launched plans to increase green areas, expand the use of cool materials, increase shade options, and promote "cooling routes" in parts of the city where the urban heat island effect was more intense.

Freetown City in West Africa's Sierra Leone has also rolled out "heat action plans" with mitigation plans for low-income communities, which include extra shade, mist fans and water sprays in markets.

Other governments facing heat waves are also changing their infrastructure and urban development policies.

Innovations such as heat-reflective colours, cooler materials, and even fountains have been provided in public spaces to help citizens keep cool.

Some labour laws have also been revised to make work hours more flexible, and employers provide cooling-off facilities.

Public health authorities in some nations have overseen special campaigns such as education programmes and medical treatments dealing with diseases such as cardiovascular problems and high blood pressure that are the consequences of heatstroke.

But what we saw happen in Thailand over the past two months is not hopeful. All that the people experienced was government and local administrators urging people to stay indoors and drink plenty of water.

Needless to say, energy consumption was at high levels as people stayed indoors, relying on air conditioning to deal with the heat.

But there were a few good signs.

On May 1, Sai Ngam Pittayakhom in Kamphaeng Phet province, the school was praised by netizens after launching its own heat action plans with new class hours that were shorter, started earlier and let students return home at 2pm.

Two days later, the Office of the Basic Education Commission under the Ministry of Education announced heat action plans for primary schools countrywide.

The plan permits each school to cancel classes and carry on with classes online.

If schools were open, outdoor activities would be banned. Schools must also provide extra water supplies and medical emergency responses to deal with heat stroke.

Thailand's "hot season" will finally come to an end. Yet, policymakers, as well as provincial governors, should prepare better measures to help people cope with what will come in the future.

Just asking people to "stay indoors" and "drink plenty of water" is simply not sufficient.
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									Kyiv faces 'difficult' May as arms supply faces delays								

															

																Shortly after the US House of Representatives signed off its $61 billion (2.2 trillion baht) deal of military support for Ukraine last month, social media feeds run by the government in Kyiv showed US-supplied HIMARS batteries firing 16 rockets in quick succession into nearby territory held by Russia.
The message was intended to be simple: after months in which Ukraine had found itself massively outgunned due to limited supplies, its military was finally counting on getting the firepower it needed to match Russia on the battlefield.

Last week, US President Joe Biden said steps were under way to make sure some of the military supplies now approved went immediately to the front line. But National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan, speaking to reporters, acknowledged it could take some time for Ukraine to "dig itself out of the hole" resulting from the six-month congressional delay in agreeing to the support.

Since then, Ukraine has indeed been hitting back at Russia -- including, despite public US requests not to, at energy infrastructure. On the front lines themselves, however, the battle still appears to be going Russia's way.

"Nato countries have not delivered their promises," Nato Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said in a press conference in Kyiv earlier this week.

"The US spent months not agreeing a package for Ukraine, European allies have not delivered... And this has had a serious consequence on the battlefield. The lack of ammo has enabled Russians to push forward, lack of air defence has enabled more Russian missiles to hit targets, lack of deep strike capabilities has enabled Russia to concentrate forces."

After Mr Stoltenberg addressed Ukraine's parliament earlier in the week, Ukrainian MP Maryana Bezuhla said that she approached him with a simple message: "You are only making promises while we are dying here."

Such anger is understandable. Within Ukraine, media reports suggest it may be at least another two weeks before significant elements of US hardware munitions reach the front line.

"May will be very difficult for us," military expert Oleh Zhdanov told Ukrainian website TSN.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said in his nightly address on Tuesday last week: "We need a significant speed-up in deliveries to strengthen the capabilities of our soldiers. We are really counting on the promptness of the US deliveries."

Last week, he told Western allies Ukraine was now able to fire only one artillery shell for every 10 fired by Russian forces. In the country's east, Ukrainian forces are fighting to hold the stronghold of Chasiv Yar after the fall of the nearby city of Avdiika. A Russian breakthrough there might open the door to further advances into central Ukraine, including overrunning key supply bases.

Ukraine's eastern city of Kharkiv was also under sustained missile rocket attack through much of April. Most analysts say they believe the Kremlin lacks enough troops to take the city, which is predominantly Russian-speaking but proved unexpectedly resistant to Vladimir Putin's initial offensive in February 2022.

The recent attacks, however, are making life there increasingly difficult, potentially a deliberate strategy to encourage the civilian population to flee and make it much easier to capture. The southern port of Odesa, meanwhile, has been hit multiple times over the last week, including a strike on Wednesday which Russian officials said targeted Ukraine's southern military HQ.

On the front lines themselves, both sides have deployed hundreds of thousands of small, often relatively cheap reconnaissance and "suicide" drones, an endless technological confrontation of electronic warfare and sometimes basic armour.

Last week, a Ukrainian tank unit was forced to deny claims it had withdrawn all its US-built M1 tanks from battle due to drone losses. Even more important, however, is the industrial struggle to produce heavier weapons systems.

LOSING PRODUCTION BATTLE

More than two years into the war, the simple truth is that Western weapons manufacturing remains at only a fraction of the capability needed to support Ukraine.

Until now it had been based on building much smaller numbers of weapons designed for the West's previous conflicts, primarily in the Middle East. Those required precision strike munitions, but much less in the way of old-school artillery barrels and shells or cutting-edge air defences.

That, ironically, means Ukraine's ability to strike deep within Russia continues to improve as new missile stocks arrive, including taking out aircraft and ships before they leave their bases. But it leaves them short of the crucial weapons they need to win the frontline battles on the ground.

Ukraine, the Pentagon and other backers are doing what they can to fix that, essentially using Ukrainian demand for shells and other key weapons to build up their manufacturing capability, something they now realise they would need in case of any future major war. But that will take time.

A scheme from the Czech Republic to buy a million artillery shells is reportedly behind schedule, while an EU pledge to deliver the same volume by March managed only half. The United States hopes it will be manufacturing 100,000 shells a month by 2025 -- but Russia was reportedly already receiving that many from North Korea alone in the last months of 2023.

Russia's own shell manufacturing output, according to a Nato briefing for CNN, now stands at 250,000 shells a month, or 3 million a year. German armaments firm Rheinmetall is building factories that will produce another 200,000 shells a year, but not for at least two years.

The air defence missile picture is also messy. According to reports, Ukraine now has between five and 10 US-made Patriot air defence systems -- considerably fewer than the 20 Ukraine says it wants -- with the United States and Germany both working to cajole other European countries to send more. Manufacturer Lockheed Martin is expanding its plants for Patriots, but last year made only 500 of the individual anti-aircraft rockets. That is planned to grow to 650, but likely not this year.

Lockheed also produces the Javelin anti-tank missile, stocks of which were almost exhausted in the early stages of the war. In September, it signed a deal to produce in Poland, hoping to increase production capacity to almost 4,000 annually -- but again only by 2026.

That leaves Ukraine forced to lean more heavily on its new strike missiles -- which it does have in growing amounts -- to try to level the playing field by striking Russian artillery stockpiles and other targets in rear areas, as well as critical Kremlin infrastructure.

It is a brutally destructive game for both nations, and one that looks set to intensify.

Even before the April deal passed Congress, US officials say they had secretly shipped a number of long-range Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) to Ukraine for the government to use.

National Security Adviser Sullivan said the preconditions for their use included that they only targeted the sovereign territory of Ukraine rather than deeper into Russia, an assertion that US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin pointedly failed to confirm in another press conference a few days later.

Storm Shadow cruise missiles were also a significant part of Britain's PS500 million (23.1 billion baht) support package to Ukraine, alongside other shorter-range strike and air defence missiles and 4 million rounds of small arms ammunition. Britain is also "reinvigorating" its artillery supply chain. Again, this will take time.

The last commodity of which Ukraine risks running out is personnel, with a recruitment campaign currently under way to reduce its need to conscript up to half a million further fighters.

That will be a lot harder if Ukrainians come to believe that they are losing -- and as in almost every other major era-defining conflict, that means starting to visibly win the battle for supplies. Reuters 

Peter Apps is a Reuters columnist writing on defence and security issues.
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									Fertilisers will not fix food crisis								

															

																The world is confronting an unprecedented food crisis, exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic, Russia's war against Ukraine, and worsening climate conditions. But the problem is most acute in Africa, where 61% of the population faced moderate or severe food insecurity in 2022. And at a moment when effective solutions are urgently needed, policymakers are once again coalescing around the misguided belief that increased use of mineral and synthetic fertiliser is the key to boosting agricultural productivity and ending hunger on the continent.
This approach can be traced back to the Abuja Declaration on Fertiliser for the Africa Green Revolution that African Union leaders endorsed in 2006. The goal was to reverse the continent's poor yields by boosting fertiliser use from eight to 50 kilogrammes per hectare within a decade. Spearheading this effort was the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (Agra), an initiative backed by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and other major donors. Working closely with large agribusinesses like the Norwegian-based chemical company Yara, Agra championed the idea that distributing synthetic nitrogen fertilisers would solve Africa's agricultural challenges.

But this singular focus on synthetic fertiliser use has failed to address the complex realities of farming in Africa. A recent assessment of Agra's projects in Burkina Faso and Ghana found no evidence that providing chemical inputs and high-yield seeds resulted in increased production and higher incomes for smallholder farmers. Instead, many are now more vulnerable and indebted after coming to rely on expensive synthetic pesticides and fertilisers, the prices of which soared following Russia's invasion. These farmers have become locked in a cycle of dependency while companies like Yara reap substantial profits.

Zambia is a good example. Despite being one of the largest consumers of synthetic nitrogen fertiliser in Africa, the country has not experienced a corresponding reduction in hunger and malnutrition. The view that more fertiliser means less hunger fails to address the systemic barriers to food security, such as affordability, and exacerbates existing challenges, such as soil degradation.

Specifically, synthetic nitrogen fertilisers disrupt the delicate balance of the soil ecosystem -- the very foundation of sustainable agriculture. These inputs have been shown to reduce the abundance and diversity of beneficial microorganisms, such as mycorrhizal fungi, which are essential for nutrient cycling and plant health. When these symbiotic relationships are disrupted, soil resilience and fertility decline. According to the World Bank, Africa is already estimated to be losing around 3% of GDP per year due to nutrient depletion and general soil degradation.

In addition to undermining crop productivity and thus dealing a devastating blow to the livelihoods and food security of millions of smallholder farmers, excessive fertiliser use also has far-reaching environmental consequences. It contributes to nitrogen pollution in water bodies, causing biodiversity loss in aquatic systems and pushing the planet past safe limits for humans. Perhaps most worryingly, research indicates that the production and application of synthetic nitrogen fertilisers account for roughly 2% of total global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

As a result, chemical companies like Yara are switching to "green fertilisers", which are produced using hydrogen derived from renewable energy sources rather than fossil fuel-based inputs. This allows them to continue advocating for the use of synthetic fertilisers as a solution to food insecurity in Africa (and, by extension, maintaining and expanding the market for their products), even as research points to the shortcomings of such an approach.

It is true that using green hydrogen to produce fertiliser can mitigate GHG emissions. But while the production process may be less carbon-intensive, it is still highly energy-intensive. And applying fertiliser can release huge surges of nitrous oxide -- a potent GHG -- into the atmosphere, and can still cause soil degradation and water pollution, regardless of how it is produced. By promoting "green fertiliser" as a panacea, the industry is engaging in greenwashing -- using the veneer of sustainability to protect its interests.

This week, the AU's Africa Fertiliser and Soil Health Summit in Nairobi will address soil degradation and food insecurity. The involvement of industry giants like Yara and organisations like Agr suggests continued adherence to a flawed model that has consistently failed to alleviate hunger and malnutrition, a concern shared by the Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa, which represents more than 200 million stakeholders. But instead of focusing on boosting short-term soil fertility, substituting one chemical with the other, and thus endorsing the fertiliser industry's self-serving narratives, the summit should consider longer-term goals, such as improving soil health and soil life, strengthening the resilience of farming communities, and ensuring the sustainability of food systems.

Productivity can be maintained without industrial nitrogen fertilisers, as shown in long-term trials across Africa. Alternatives include diversifying cropping systems, producing organic fertiliser, and planting legumes. Policymakers and stakeholders must move beyond the simplistic promotion of synthetic fertilisers, even those labelled as "green", and embrace a more transparent and evidence-based approach. Only then can we truly address the root causes of hunger and malnutrition in Africa and around the world. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Silke Bollmohr, Founder of EcoTrac Consulting, is Senior Policy Adviser for Global Food Policy and Agriculture at INKOTA netzwerk. Harun Warui is Project Lead of the Route to Food Initiative at the Heinrich Boll Foundation office in Nairobi.
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									The rise of AI in political warfare								

															

																This year promises to be a whopper for elective government, with billions of people -- or more than 40% of the world's population -- able to vote in an election. But nearly five months into 2024, some government officials are quietly wondering why the looming risk of AI hasn't, apparently, played out. Even as voters in Indonesia and Pakistan have gone to the polls, they are seeing little evidence of viral deepfakes skewing an electoral outcome, according to a recent article in Politico, which cited "national security officials, tech company executives and outside watchdog groups". AI, they said, wasn't having the "mass impact" that they expected. That is a painfully shortsighted view. The reason? AI may be disrupting elections right now, and we just don't know it.
The problem is that officials are looking for a Machiavellian version of the Balenciaga Pope. Remember the AI-generated images of Pope Francis in a puffer jacket that went viral last year? That's what many now expect from generative AI tools -- which can conjure humanlike text, images and videos en masse, making it just as easy to spot as previous persuasion campaigns that supported Donald Trump from Macedonia or spread divisive political content on X and Facebook from Russia. So-called astroturfing was easy to identify when an array of bots was saying the same thing thousands of times.

It is much harder to catch someone saying the same thing, slightly differently, thousands of times, though. That, in a nutshell, is what makes AI-powered disinformation so much harder to detect, and it's why tech companies need to shift their focus from "virality to variety", says Josh Lawson, who was head of electoral risk at Meta Platforms Inc and now advises social media firms as a director at the Aspen Institute, a think tank.

Don't forget, he says, the subtle power of words. Much of the public discourse on AI has been about images and deepfakes, "when we could see the bulk of persuasion campaigns could be based on text. That's how you can really scale an operation without getting caught."

Meta's WhatsApp makes that possible thanks to its "Channels" feature, which can broadcast to thousands. You could, for instance, use an open-source language model to generate and send legions of different text posts to Arabic speakers in Michigan or message people that their local polling station at a school is flooded and that voting will take six hours, Mr Lawson adds. "Now something like an Arabic language operation is in reach for as low sophistication as the Proud Boys," he says.

The other problem is that AI tools are now widely used, with more than half of Americans and a quarter of Brits having tried them. That means regular people -- intentionally or not -- can create and share disinformation, too. In March, for example, fans of Donald Trump posted AI-generated fake photos of him surrounded by black supporters to paint him as a hero of the black community.

"It's ordinary people creating fan content," says Renee DiResta, a researcher with the Stanford Internet Observatory who specialises in election interference. "Do they mean to be deceptive? Who knows?" What matters is that with the cost of distribution already at zero, the cost of creation has come down, too, for everyone.

What makes Meta's job especially challenging is that to tackle this, it can't just try to limit certain images from getting lots of clicks and likes. AI spam doesn't need engagement to be effective. It just needs to flood the zone.

Meta is trying to address the problem by applying "Made with AI" labels this month to videos, images and audio on Facebook and Instagram -- an approach that could become counterproductive if people begin to assume everything without a label is real.

Another approach would be for Meta to focus on a platform where text is prevalent: WhatsApp. Already in 2018, a flood of disinformation spread via the messaging platform in Brazil targeting Fernando Haddad of the Workers' Party. Supporters of Jair Bolsonaro, who won the presidency, were reported to have funded the mass targeting.

Meta could better combat a repeat of that -- which AI would put on steroids -- if it brought its WhatsApp policies in line with those of Instagram and Facebook, specifically banning content that interferes with the act of voting. WhatsApp's rules only vaguely ban "content that purposefully deceives" and "illegal activity."

A Meta spokesman said that this means the company "would enforce on voter or election suppression".

But clearer content policies would give Meta more authority to tackle AI spam on WhatsApp channels. You need that "for proactive enforcement", says Mr Lawson. If the company didn't think that was the case, it wouldn't have more specific policies against voter interference for Facebook and Instagram.

Smoking guns are rare with AI tools thanks to their more diffuse and nuanced effects. We should prepare ourselves for more noise than signal as synthetic content pours onto the internet. That means tech companies and officials shouldn't be complacent about a lack of "mass impact" from AI on elections. Quite the opposite. (c)2024 Bloomberg

Parmy Olson is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering technology. A former reporter for the Wall Street Journal and Forbes, she is author of 'We Are Anonymous'.
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									Israel, Hamas and the elusive ceasefire								

															

																Hamas did not need a ceasefire. It had already demonstrated that Israel could not eradicate it. It had achieved its primary goal of wrecking the anti-Iran alliance that was brewing between Israel and the major Arab Gulf states. And it doesn't care about how many Palestinians get killed; they are all "martyrs" for the cause.
So why would it have agreed to a ceasefire that isn't permanent?

Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was and is absolutely committed to continuing the war. He declared on Saturday that with or without a ceasefire, "We will enter Rafah and eliminate the remaining Hamas battalions." His job and perhaps even his freedom depend on the war continuing, even if there were a temporary ceasefire.

But Israel cannot force Hamas to settle for less than a permanent ceasefire either.

Hamas doesn't depend on outside support, and it can go on fighting from its tunnels for as long as necessary, doing relatively little damage but making any kind of stable peace impossible.

So there we are: perma-war. Except for the old adage, which states that if you can plausibly say, "This can't go on forever", then logically, it must one day come to an end. Which day depends on one of these three men changing their minds: "Bibi" Netanyahu, Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar or Joe Biden.

Sinwar is presumably still alive in the tunnels under Rafah. He is now Hamas's unchallenged leader: the resounding success of his strategy of slaughtering Israeli civilians in their beds, which suckered Israel into a full-scale invasion of the Gaza Strip, means that he no longer has to defer to the views of the senior Hamas leadership in self-exile in Qatar.

His attack has already thwarted the Israeli-Arab alliance foreshadowed in Donald Trump's "Abraham accords". What remains is to restore Hamas's position of absolute political dominance in the Gaza Strip, and for that, he needs a permanent ceasefire accompanied by a full Israeli withdrawal from that territory.

This has been his unwavering demand in every negotiation for a ceasefire, and it's hard to see why he would ever change it.

Then there's Mr Netanyahu, whose political career should have ended in disgrace seven months ago when he failed to foresee and prevent the devastating Oct 7 attack on Israel. He is a genuine political wizard who has manipulated popular outrage at the attacks into support for a war of vengeance -- again led by him -- against the authors of that atrocity.

Mr Netanyahu also faces a probable conviction on corruption charges and even possible jail time if he loses office, not to mention an official inquiry into his prewar actions that would destroy what remains of his reputation. This is not a man who will act in the higher interests of the nation; he will cling to power at all costs.

To stay in office, Bibi must continue the war at least until some sort of "victory", so he cannot possibly compromise with Hamas's demands.

That's why he is currently determined to attack Rafah, the last relatively intact city in Gaza. It's no Stalingrad, but symbolically, it serves his purposes well enough.

This leaves only Joe Biden to end this war, and he could certainly do it if he chose. Israel is so dependent on American arms, money and even direct military support (as in the recent downing of almost all the Iranian missiles launched at the country) that it really could not say no.

An American intervention imposing a permanent ceasefire would not just bring down Mr Netanyahu. (His coalition would instantly break up.) It would have to include the sidelining of Hamas, the creation of an independent Palestinian state in Gaza and the West Bank, and American security guarantees for everybody in the region.

Mr Biden's nostalgia for an older Israel is doubtless a factor in his reluctance to intervene, but any sane American president would be reluctant to make such a huge and risky commitment. It could easily blow up in his face, and there is no gratitude in politics.

On the other hand, non-intervention just prolongs the war and accelerates the erosion of Mr Biden's political support at home. When faced with a choice between damned if you do it and damned if you don't, doing it is sometimes the better course.
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        Steve Albini, studio master of '90s rock and beyond, dies at 61
        NEW YORK - Steve Albini, a rock musician and revered studio engineer who played a singular role in the development of the sound of alternative music in the 1980s, '90s and beyond -- recording acclaimed albums by Nirvana, PJ Harvey and Pixies, along with hundreds of others -- while becoming an outspoken critic of the music industry, died Tuesday at his home in Chicago. He was 61.

      

      
        Campaign aims to fend off AI deepfake scams
        People are increasingly being threatened by artificial intelligence (AI) deepfakes that impersonate identities and collect personal information, often calling people with the voice of an acquaintance to defraud victims more easily.

      

      
        Singapore lights up for art and sustainability
        Back for its 10th edition, i Light Singapore stretches beyond Marina Bay, South Beach and Millennia Walk this year to Tanjong Pagar to elevate its creative reach. Designed under the theme of "Cyclical Nature", the festival takes place from May 31 to June 23 and will showcase a collection of 17 striking artworks by 25 artists.

      

      
        Unlock financial opportunities at Money Expo 2024 Bangkok
        A comprehensive range of financial and investment services will be presented during Money Expo 2024 Bangkok, which will take place at Impact Challenger Hall 2-3, Muang Thong Thani, daily from 10am to 8pm, from May 16-19.

      

      
        Explore Mon heritage at Siam Society
        Siam Society on Asok Road is holding a lecture titled "Recalling A Trans-Local Past: Thailand's Mon-language Manuscripts" on May 16 at 7pm.

      

      
        Hong Kong spotlights its marine heritage
        This month, Hong Kong pays homage to the city's marine heritage which means visitors can enjoy a wide range of charming cultural festivals and brand-new pyro and drone shows.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: May 8-14
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!

      

      
        AI boom fuelling data centre expansion into Asia
        SINGAPORE - Global private equity investors and asset managers are readying for billions of dollars worth of mergers and aquisitions (M&amp;A) and other investment linked to data centres in the Asia-Pacific region as the artificial intelligence (AI) boom fuels demand for digital infrastructure.

      

      
        TikTok sues US government over forced sale
        WASHINGTON - TikTok Inc and its Chinese owner ByteDance Ltd on Tuesday filed a lawsuit against the United States federal government seeking to block a law that could lead to a nationwide ban on the popular short-form video-sharing platform.

      

      
        Mango Art Festival returns to RCB
        After tremendous success last year, Mango Art Festival has returned to take everyone into a world of art without borders, at River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, until Sunday.
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									Steve Albini, studio master of '90s rock and beyond, dies at 61

									
								

								NEW YORK - Steve Albini, a rock musician and revered studio engineer who played a singular role in the development of the sound of alternative music in the 1980s, '90s and beyond -- recording acclaimed albums by Nirvana, PJ Harvey and Pixies, along with hundreds of others -- while becoming an outspoken critic of the music industry, died Tuesday at his home in Chicago. He was 61.
								The cause was a heart attack, said Taylor Hales of Electrical Audio, the Chicago studio that Albini founded in 1997.

With a sharp vision for how a band should be recorded -- as raw as possible -- and an even sharper tongue for anything he deemed mediocre or compromised, Albini was a visionary in the studio and one of rock's most acerbic wits.

On his own, he led the bands Big Black and Shellac, both of which venerated loud, abrasive guitars and snarling vocals. In those groups, and in virtually every project he worked on, Albini clung to punk's defiant do-it-yourself ethic with an almost religious tenacity.

He also long maintained an impish zeal to provoke and offend. Big Black's last, most acclaimed album, from 1987, has a typically unprintable title, and he once dismissed Nirvana -- the group that later hired him to record the album "In Utero" (1993), at the peak of their fame -- as nothing but "R.E.M. with a fuzzbox."

A withering and prolific critic of the music business's exploitive extremes, Albini wrote a widely quoted 1993 article, "The Problem with Music," describing in clinical detail how naive bands are lured into major-label deals that, in most cases, leave them broke and in debt.

In that article, which was published in The Baffler, Albini laid out a hypothetical ledger for a rock group that had signed a US$250,000 record deal, but whose work, according to his math, netted the label $710,000 and the producer $90,000 -- and just $4,031.25 for each member.

"The band members have each earned about 1/3 as much as they would working at a 7-Eleven," Albini wrote, "but they got to ride in a tour bus for a month."

However, in the 1990s, when his work as a recording engineer -- he scoffed at being called a producer, thinking that term implied control over an artist's work -- was in highest demand, Albini made no apology for accepting big checks for recording major-label acts.

His recording approach, for underground bands like the Jesus Lizard and Slint, captured their muscular power with clarity, and brought out a drum sound you could feel in your gut.

Those bands also worked with Albini at their own risk; in those days, he was known for ridiculing the bands he recorded after the fact.

"Never have I seen four cows more anxious to be led around by their nose rings," he wrote after recording "Surfer Rosa," the seminal 1988 album by the Boston-based quartet Pixies, which became one of the defining classics of 1980s alt-rock. (Even so, Albini remained a close friend of Kim Deal, the bassist in that band, and recorded her other project, the Breeders.)

But to those who followed Albini closely, he was far more than a two-dimensional character. He became a champion poker player -- winning more than $196,000 at the World Series of Poker in 2022 -- and embraced social media, answering questions at great length and often with eye-opening honesty.

						

							
						


In recent years he also surprised many of his followers and detractors alike by revisiting his often-obnoxious past persona with a sense of contrition.

"A lot of things I said and did from an ignorant position of comfort and privilege are clearly awful and I regret them," he wrote on Twitter, the platform now called X, in 2021.

Steve Albini was born in Pasadena, California, on July 22, 1962, and grew up in Missoula, Montana, where his father, Frank, worked as a wildfire research scientist.

He has described his young life in Montana as unremarkable until, as a teenager, he heard the Ramones' first album, a blueprint of punk rock that was released in 1976. Its aggression, simplicity and puerile sense of humour opened up a new world for him.

"It was the first time I felt like there was any part of culture that represented the irreverence and goofiness and kind of mania that my friends and I were displaying," Albini told The Guardian in an interview last year.

He enrolled at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, near Chicago, and began to develop his approach as a provocateur and a self-reliant musician. As an art project, he once stood behind a pane of plexiglass and taunted the audience to throw whatever they wanted at the barrier.

While at Northwestern, he recorded the first Big Black EP, "Lungs" (1982), almost entirely by himself on a borrowed reel-to-reel tape machine. It had cold, echoey, synthetic rhythms, and it sketched out a dark, nihilistic worldview in its opening lines: "The only good policeman is a dead one/ The only good laws aren't enforced."

Big Black soon became a full band -- though it continued to use drum machines -- and the group's output came to define a particularly raw form of the post-punk vanguard. At its best, on songs like "Kerosene" and "Jordan, Minnesota," the band presented a nightmarish view of America, populated by arsonists, killers and child abusers, set to an impossibly intense, screeching soundtrack.

At the same time, Albini made a name for himself as a splenetic commentator on music. His written work, published in various fanzines, could seem like a form of insult comedy. He dismissed the Replacements' beloved 1984 album, "Let It Be," for example, as "a sad, pathetic end to a long downhill slide."

In the late 1980s, he reached perhaps the height of his provocation with a new band he called Rapeman; the name, he said, was borrowed from a Japanese comic book, though he never denied it was meant to goad the audience. At some shows, the band faced protests. "The really annoying thing," he once said, "was that the majority of the people on the picket line were precisely the kind of people that we would have liked at the gig."

After making "Surfer Rosa," which brought Pixies to wide attention, Albini became an in-demand producer for underground acts like Boss Hog, Superchunk and Urge Overkill. He recorded PJ Harvey's "Rid of Me" (1993) with serrated guitars and -- unorthodox for a major album -- vocals set notably low in the mix.

He was soon courted by Nirvana for its follow-up to "Nevermind," the album that became a global smash and ignited a revolution in the music business. Before agreeing to work with the group, he sent its three members a letter giving advice and laying out his terms.

						

							
						


"Bang out a record in a couple of days, with high quality but minimal 'production,'" he wrote, "and no interference from the front office bulletheads." He also told them, "I would like to be paid like a plumber" -- meaning that he wanted a flat fee and not "points," or a percentage of sales, a common practice among top record producers that Albini disdained as unethical.

But when the album was completed, the band's record label, DGC, pushed for changes, and several of its tracks were remixed by Scott Litt, who had worked with R.E.M. "They waged a publicity campaign to try to shame the band into doing the record again," Albini once told Tape Op, a magazine about audio recording.

He said his reputation had been damaged by the incident, though it was resuscitated when Jimmy Page and Robert Plant of Led Zeppelin recruited him for their 1998 album, "Walking into Clarksdale."

Since then, he had continued to work as an engineer and producer for countless bands, often at Electrical Audio, his studio; in a 2018 interview, he estimated that he had recorded "probably a couple thousand" albums to that point. Among the most acclaimed of them are records by Joanna Newsom, Nina Nastasia, Neurosis and Will Oldham.

His survivors include his wife, filmmaker Heather Whinna, and his mother, Gina. Complete information on survivors was not immediately available.

When asked by The Guardian last year how he would like his career to be seen if he were to retire then, Albini answered: "I'm doing it, and that's what matters to me -- the fact that I get to keep doing it. That is the whole basis of it. I was doing it yesterday, and I'm gonna do it tomorrow, and I'm gonna carry on doing it."

He added, with an expletive, that he did not care.



This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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									Campaign aims to fend off AI deepfake scams

									
								

								People are increasingly being threatened by artificial intelligence (AI) deepfakes that impersonate identities and collect personal information, often calling people with the voice of an acquaintance to defraud victims more easily.
								Thai victims of all scams in 2023 tallied 217,047 per day. The total damage accumulated was over 53.9 billion baht, said Titinun Suttinaraphan, regional marketing director of Southeast Asia for Gogolook, the owner of the Whoscall app.

The Whoscall app identifies unknown incoming calls and prevents spam on smartphones.

Whoscall, in collaboration with the government and private sector, on Wednesday launched a national agenda campaign called "Save Friends From Fraud", in a bid to help Thailand save 28 billion baht from fraud this year.

Ms Titinun said last year 63% of text messages received by Thais were spam and fraudulent messages. Thailand ranks the highest in Asia for receiving scam SMS transmissions, she said.

Scams come in various forms, such as phishing users to log in to fake websites or applications, particularly those related to financial transactions, which account for the highest percentage at 27%.

Other common scams include tricking users into downloading dangerous programs or applications, making up 20%, and luring them to fake online shopping pages, accounting for 8%.

According to the Whoscall additional report for 2023, there were numerous cases of scams globally, including incoming calls and text messages, totalling 347.3 million cases.

For Thai victims of scams, the statistics showed up to 217,047 individuals affected daily.

Thais received roughly 20.8 million scam calls and over 58.3 million fraudulent text messages, marking a significant increase from 2022, with a 21% rise in scam calls and a 17% increase in scam text messages.

"Fraudsters are now applying advanced AI deepfake technology to impersonate identities and collect personal information for further use. It's imperative that all Thais stand together against this pervasive threat," said Ms Titinun.

She said the Whoscall app is free to download for general features, with total downloads growing 30% year-on-year. The premium version of the app costs 59 baht per month or 599 baht per year.

Manwoo Joo, chief operating officer of Gogolook, said Whoscall launched the latest campaign with partners from all sectors to drive the fraud issue forward as a national agenda.

It includes providing tech tools to be a safety shield for the public and giving away more than 3 million Whoscall Premium codes through various activities of partners participating in this campaign for up to six months, totalling more than 1 billion baht.

Activities will start this month.

The company introduced an ID security feature earlier this year, empowering users to check if their phone numbers have fallen prey to the dark web.

In 2024, Whoscall has set a goal to help the nation reduce property loss by 28 billion baht from scammers and to elevate the issue of scamming to a national agenda.
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									Singapore lights up for art and sustainability

									
								

								Back for its 10th edition, i Light Singapore stretches beyond Marina Bay, South Beach and Millennia Walk this year to Tanjong Pagar to elevate its creative reach. Designed under the theme of "Cyclical Nature", the festival takes place from May 31 to June 23 and will showcase a collection of 17 striking artworks by 25 artists.
								The artworks use the colour green to represent nature and environment, allowing visitors to fully immerse themselves in an artistic journey and explore the endless possibilities of everyday items for re-design, restoration and repurposing. 

"Since its inception in 2010, visitors to i Light Singapore have grown from over 400,000 to almost 2 million in recent years. This festival has transformed Marina Bay into a vibrant destination for visitors from all walks of life, and provided a platform to foster greater public awareness on environmental issues and promote cultural exchange amongst artists from around the world," said Lim Eng Hwee, chief executive officer of the Urban Redevelopment Authority. 

"This edition marks another milestone as we have onboarded more partners who share our passion for art and sustainability. We look forward to inspiring more visitors to shape a sustainable future for all through i Light." 

At the Mist Walk, UK-based Studio Vertigo illustrates how yarn preparation in the fashion industry leads to pollution through the Spin Me A Yarn installation, in which larger-than-life yarn balls are intertwined with their surroundings. It seems like a reminder of the unsustainable practices that underpin modern living. 

The Marina Bay Sands Event Plaza is illuminated with Kinetic Perspective by Spain-based Juan Fuentes Studio. With a circularities concept, it is made with upcycled iron remnants from industrial sources to create circles that are arranged in countless ways to transform the familiar into the extraordinary.

Singaporean artist Yun's BottleBlooms will pop up around Guoco Tower and the Orchid Hotel to give nighttime illumination. His astonishing artwork is designed to resemble solar-powered plastic blossoms produced from around 1,000 recycled polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottles through a public collection drive to highlight the transformative potential of discarded materials.

Visitors can also participate in a series of wellness workshops, transformative talks, a bootcamp for conscious leadership, music performances and an outdoor marketplace at the Conscious Festival x iLSG. 



i Light Singapore takes place from May 31 to June 23. It's open daily from 7.30pm to 11pm, and 7.30pm to midnight on Fridays and Saturdays. Admission is free. For further details, visit ilightsingapore.gov.sg. 
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									Unlock financial opportunities at Money Expo 2024 Bangkok

									
								

								A comprehensive range of financial and investment services will be presented during Money Expo 2024 Bangkok, which will take place at Impact Challenger Hall 2-3, Muang Thong Thani, daily from 10am to 8pm, from May 16-19.
								Held under the "Digital Finance For All" concept by Money & Banking magazine, the 24th edition will feature special promotions from commercial banks, government banks, financial companies, insurance companies, securities companies and asset management companies, as well as government and private agencies.

The expo will have seven major zones. The "Money Market" zone presents home loans, personal loans, car/motorbike loans, home for cash loans, SME loans, business loans, credit cards and cash cards, as well as government savings bonds with high deposit rates.

The "Capital Market" zone provides complete investment services including stocks, gold ETF funds, mutual funds, bonds and digital assets, while the "Insurance" zone provides services for life insurance, health insurance and non-life insurance. The "Automobile And Property" zone offers special prices on single houses, town houses, condominiums and vehicles and those looking for franchise opportunities are invited to the "Franchise SME" zone where premium quality products will also be available.

Prepare to indulge with delicious food by famous restaurants recommended by Gourmet & Cuisine magazine at the "Food By Gourmet & Cuisine" zone.

The last zone is dedicated to the Health & Wellness Expo which will bring products and services related to preventive healthcare, personal healthcare, beauty, anti-ageing and nutritional health.

There will also be seminars and workshops offering financial and investment knowledge by experts, as well as fun games and mini concerts. Those who make a transaction worth over 10,000 baht via MoneyExpoPlus+ app will have a chance to win prizes.

Visit moneyexpo.net.
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									Explore Mon heritage at Siam Society

									
								

								Siam Society on Asok Road is holding a lecture titled "Recalling A Trans-Local Past: Thailand's Mon-language Manuscripts" on May 16 at 7pm.
								It will be conducted by Patrick McCormick, a writer and academic researcher who has studied the languages and history of Myanmar where he lived for 16 years before moving to Thailand. He focused much of his time researching the Mon language and the writing of Mon history.

The Mon people are usually associated with Myanmar, yet it has never been the only place where Mon-speaking communities have lived. Large numbers of Mon language manuscripts are kept in the temples of the Thai-Mon community, living largely in the provinces surrounding Bangkok.

Among these collections are numerous texts unknown in Myanmar. The Thai-Mon community represents the remnants of a once trans-local past. Mon speakers in past decades and centuries crossed what we now consider an international border as they took part in the circulation of texts, ideas and cultural forms, and trade.

During the 20th century, the Thai state promoted a single past and identity. Over time, this project effectively cut the Thai Mon off from their language and intellectual traditions. Few Thai Mon are literate in Mon today, so that collections of texts, including religious teachings, literature, history, and astrology, languish unread and unvalued.

McCormick has traced the history of the Thai Mon communities through their intellectual, cultural, religious and intellectual traditions. The manuscripts still hold great value for the Mon community of Myanmar, which maintains an intellectual tradition in the language that is still very much alive.

He will present visuals from recent work in Thai Mon temples which illustrate aspects of digitising the manuscripts in hopes of encouraging others to become involved in preserving and promoting Thailand's manuscript heritage.



The fee is 300 baht (free for  members and students).  Email pinthip@thesiamsociety.org or call 02-661-6470--3 ext 203.
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									Hong Kong spotlights its marine heritage

									
								

								This month, Hong Kong pays homage to the city's marine heritage which means visitors can enjoy a wide range of charming cultural festivals and brand-new pyro and drone shows.
								Since last week, Victoria Harbour has been illuminated with vibrant Pyrotechnic Display at night and a newly curated drone show will be launched this Saturday to add an extra layer of enchantment to the festivities.

To commemorate Buddha's birthday, worshippers at the famous Po Lin Monastery on Lantau Island will get a chance to engage in a public Buddha bathing ritual until May 15. The Buddha's Birthday Carnival will take place on May 15 at Victoria Park allowing visitors to enjoy cultural performances, fun games, arts, charity initiatives and Asian cuisine.

On the same day, the neighbourhood of Shau Kei Wan will host the Tam Kung Festival to pay respect to the deity of seafarers and fishermen. It features colourful processions, traditional lion dances and thanksgiving opera performances, while pilgrims may visit the temples and pray for blessings, safety, and good fortune.

To mark the end of spring, visitors can participate in the Cheung Chau Bun Festival on May 15  and 16 and witness the Piu Sik Parade, where local children will dress as deities and show their acrobatic skills on stilts. This colourful procession will set the stage for the Bun Scrambling Competition in which participants will ascend bun-covered towers to seek good fortune and ward off evil spirits.

Visit discoveryhongkong.com.

[image: ]
Hae Nak Hot.



Chaiyaphum marks Hae Nak Hot ritual

The Ban Non Salao-Non Than community in the northeastern town of Chaiyaphum have managed to conserve the Hae Nak Hot (Brutal Ordination Parade) ritual, which continues until tomorrow.

Located in Phu Khieo district, all novices will show their will to become monks by participating in a hair shaving ceremony at 8am and sitting in a long procession of severely swaying bamboo stretchers to Wat Ta Khaek at 2pm. They will be allowed to undergo the ordination ceremony if they can safely make it to the temple without falling down.

Visit facebook.com/tatnakhonratchasima.

[image: ]
Yasothon Bun Bang Fai Rocket Festival.



Yasothon celebrates Bun Bang Fai Rocket Festival

From tomorrow until Sunday, the Bun Bang Fai Rocket Festival in the northeastern town of Yasothon will honour indigenous wisdom and rich Isan culture.

On Chaeng Sanit Road, villagers will display creativity in a procession of beautifully decorated rockets and a Bang Fai dance poetry competition. This year's festival also features a cheerleading competition, Bang Fai pageants and several cultural performances.

On Sunday, visitors can gather at Phya Thaen Park and experience a "fancy rocket" launch show and a "sky-high rocket" contest. To celebrate the beginning of the rice-farming season, locals will shoot rockets into the sky to worship Phya Thaen, the god of rain.

Visit facebook.com/tatubonratchathani.

[image: ]
Centara Life.



Centara unveils special promotion for members

CentaraThe1 members can take advantage of the "Stay Your Way: 24-Hour Travel Freedom" promotion when booking a stay at Centara Life hotels. Whether checking in at 10am or 8pm, guests can enjoy a complete 24-hour stay to make the most of their time in each destination. With Flexible Breakfast, guests can savour their first meal of the day until 4pm, and Flexible Housekeeping allows guests to adjust in-room cleaning schedules and service levels through an easy-to-use app. Meanwhile, Flexible Spaces provides a versatile lobby areas that can easily switch between restaurant, co-working space, pop-ups and exhibition venues to suit any kind of needs. Members will also receive a 15% discount on hotel rates and exclusive access to special privileges.

Visit centarahotelsresorts.com.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: May 8-14

									16 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix, Prime Video, HBO Go and Animal Planet
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								APPLE TV+

 

[image: ]

 Dark Matter


Premieres on May 8

A sci-fi thriller series based on the blockbuster book by acclaimed, bestselling author Blake Crouch. The nine-episode series is a story about the road not taken. The series will follow Jason Dessen, a physicist, professor and family man who -- one night while walking home on the streets of Chicago -- is abducted into an alternate version of his life. Wonder quickly turns to nightmare when he tries to return to his reality amid the mind-bending landscape of lives he could have lived. In this labyrinth of realities, he embarks on a harrowing journey to get back to his true family and save them from the most terrifying, unbeatable foe imaginable: himself.



NETFLIX
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 Slyth The Hunt Saga


Premieres on May 8

After apocalyptic fires make the world uninhabitable, a group of friends encounters a mysterious reptilian creature who holds the key to human survival.

 

[image: ]

 The Final: Attack On Wembley


Premiere on May 8

With England finally in contention for a major championship, 6,000 ticketless football fans storm Wembley Stadium, leaving destruction in their wake.
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 Thank You, Next 


Premieres on May 9

After a painful break-up, a young lawyer dives head first into the confusing world of modern dating, with the unwavering support of her best friends.

 

[image: ]

 Blood Of Zeus: Season 2


Premieres on May 9

Gaia is calling.The first season introduced us to a world where the gods' realm is in turmoil following the demise of Zeus. This catastrophic event creates a power struggle among the deities, leaving Zeus' demigod son, Heron, at the center of a brewing storm. Heron grapples with grief and uncertainty as he tries to find his place in a world torn apart by divine machinations. Haunted by mysterious dreams and a compelling refrain, Heron's journey takes a pivotal turn when he learns of his brother Seraphim's plight. Seraphim, trapped in the depths of the Underworld, faces unimaginable horrors as forces both mortal and divine seek to manipulate him for their own ends. Amidst this chaos, Hades, the ruler of the Underworld, sees an opportunity to seize power and end his family's eternal suffering.

 

[image: ]

 Mother Of The Bride


Premieres on May 9

A doting mom jets off to a tropical island resort for her daughter's wedding -- only to discover the groom's father is the ex she hasn't seen in decades.
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 The Guardian Of The Monarchs 


Premieres on May 9

The forests of Michoacan are home to millions of monarch butterflies. Activist Homero Gomez was highly vocal about its preservation - and then he vanished.
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 Bodkin 


Premieres on May 9

Will Forte leads this seven-episode series about a crew of podcasters investigating a mysterious disappearance in an Irish town.
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 The Ultimatum: South Africa


Premieres on May 10

A six-way partner-swap sparks wild attractions and tearful betrayals. Participants choose whom to love and leave in this heart-pounding experiment.
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 Cooking Up Murder: Uncovering The Story Of Cesar Roman


Premieres on May 10

A docu-series analyses a murder case implicating a Spanish chef, who built a career in the spotlight through a web of secrets and false identities.
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 Living With Leopards 


Premieres on May 10

A film crew follows two leopard cubs as they make the fascinating journey from infancy into adulthood in this up-close-and-personal nature documentary. 
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 Pokemon: Horizons: The Series -- Part 2 


Premieres on May 10

The Rising Volt Tacklers are charting a course toward the Galar region, seeking the truth about the legendary Ancient Adventurer and his Pokemon known as the Six Heroes. How will Liko and Roy continue to evolve as Pokemon Trainers? And will the Explorers continue their mission to obtain Liko's pendant at any cost?
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 My New Boss Is Goofy


Premieries on May 12

Forced to change jobs after being bullied by his boss, office worker Momose worries his new boss will be the same. But Shirosaki is totally easygoing!



PRIME VIDEO
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 Maxton Hall - The World Between Us 


Premieres on May 9

The series is based on Mona Kasten's bestseller "Save Me". When Ruby unwittingly witnesses an explosive secret at Maxton Hall private school, the arrogant millionaire heir James Beaufort has to deal with the quick-witted scholarship student for better or worse: He is determined to silence Ruby. Their passionate exchange of words unexpectedly ignites a spark.



HBO/HBO GO

 

[image: ]

 Pretty Little Liars: Summer School


Premieres on May 9

Following the harrowing events of Pretty Little Liars: Original Sin, our Pretty Little Liars face a fate worse than death - summer school. However, Millwood High isn't the only thing getting in the way of their fun summer jobs and new, dreamy love interests. A new villain, who may or may not have a connection to A, has come to town and is going to put them all to the test. 



ANIMAL PLANET
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 Pit Bulls & Parolees: Season 13


Premieres on May 14

Tia Maria Torres and her family at the Villalobos Rescue Centre work tirelessly to change the stereotypes surrounding pit bulls. They offer second chances to parolees who volunteer at the Centre and join the fight to find these canines a forever home.
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									AI boom fuelling data centre expansion into Asia

									
								

								SINGAPORE - Global private equity investors and asset managers are readying for billions of dollars worth of mergers and aquisitions (M&A) and other investment linked to data centres in the Asia-Pacific region as the artificial intelligence (AI) boom fuels demand for digital infrastructure.
								The intense pace of deals in the world's most populous region comes as countries and companies respond to booming demand for AI, calling for more data capacity, industry executives said.

Asia Pacific, including Japan, has led dealmaking activities in the global data centre market this year, with M&A value totalling US$840.47 million, more than half of the global amount, LSEG data showed. In 2023, the region's data centre deals hit a record high of $3.45 billion, according to the global financial markets infrastructure and data provider.

That tally is set to be surpassed this year with at least a couple of large transactions in the pipeline. A number of financial sponsors, including global investment powerhouse Blackstone Inc, are looking to acquire AirTrunk, which owns 11 hyperscale data centres in Australia and the rest of the region, sources close to the transaction said.

AirTrunk owners, Macquarie Group and Canada's Public Sector Pension Investment Board (PSP), are aiming to value the business at up to $9.8 billion, sources said, in what could be Asia's largest data centre transaction this year.  AirTrunk, Blackstone, Macquarie and PSP declined to comment.

"The AI revolution is creating an unprecedented wall of demand for high quality data centre capacity," said Garren Cronin, managing director of Cadence Advisory, which advised on Australian data centre operator NEXTDC's $861 million capital raising in April.

"The new capacity that needs to be built in Asia Pacific in the next three to five years is simply mind blowing. My expectation is that deal flow in the data centre space will intensify in 2024." Microsoft Corp last week said it would invest $2.2 billion over the next four years in Malaysia to expand its cloud and AI services across Asia.

The rise of data centre investments in Asia follows a similar trajectory to that seen in the U.S. and Europe with technology giants including Amazon, Microsoft, Alphabet Inc and Meta Platforms rapidly expanding their AI capabilities. Microsoft will open its first Asian data centre in Thailand, the company said last Wednesday, a day after announcing $1.7 billion worth of investments in AI and cloud facilities in neighbouring Indonesia.

- Data consumption -

Other potential deals in Asia include Indonesia's state-owned Telkom Indonesia's sale of a stake in its data centre business worth $1 billion and Japan's NEC weighing $500 million data centre sale, according to news reports.

Telkom Senior Vice President Investor Relations Ahmad Reza told Reuters on Wednesday that Telkom is open to strategic partnerships to bring its data centre business arm NeutraDC new capabilities and new markets. "We have explored several potential partners, but we are still evaluating for the best one," he said. "We expect to finish this process by the end of this year."

NEC said it was not able to comment on market speculation. US investment firm Bain Capital is seeking credit financing for the international assets of data centre operator Chindata and investments for its China business, people close to Bain Capital said. Bain, which took Chindata private from the Hong Kong bourse last year in a $3.16 billion deal, declined to comment.

Goldman Sachs Asset Management (GSAM), which invested in AirTrunk in 2017 before selling its stake to a Macquarie-led consortium three years later, has deployed more than $1 billion on data centre development in Asia over the past three years. The firm would actively invest in additional projects, with a particular focus on Japan and South Korea, said Nikhil Reddy, head of APAC real estate at GSAM.

"AI creates a different type of need for data centres beyond the historic demands of the cloud focused on low latency. Now with AI, which entails massive data consumption, capacity is key," he said. 
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									TikTok sues US government over forced sale

									Law requires ByteDance to divest from app within a year or face ban
								

								WASHINGTON - TikTok Inc and its Chinese owner ByteDance Ltd on Tuesday filed a lawsuit against the United States federal government seeking to block a law that could lead to a nationwide ban on the popular short-form video-sharing platform.
								The companies claimed the law signed by President Joe Biden last month is groundlessly singling out the social media platform as a national security threat and is "unconstitutional" as it could trample the free speech rights of 170 million American TikTok users.

"If Congress can do this, it can circumvent the First Amendment by invoking national security and ordering the publisher of any individual newspaper or website to sell to avoid being shut down," they said in their petition filed in the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.

"For TikTok, any such divestiture would disconnect Americans from the rest of the global community on a platform devoted to shared content -- an outcome fundamentally at odds with the Constitution's commitment to both free speech and individual liberty," they said.

The law, which came into effect with bipartisan support, requires ByteDance to divest from the app within one year or face a ban in the United States.

The petition said it is "not commercially, technologically or legally feasible" for the parent company to shut down TikTok's US operations within the period.

TikTok, which has more than 1 billion users around the world, and ByteDance have consistently denied that they have ever allowed the Chinese government or the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) access to information of US users.

US officials and lawmakers remain concerned that ByteDance could give access to Chinese authorities, given that the Asian country's national security laws require companies to cooperate with intelligence gathering.

China has reacted harshly to the development, arguing that the United States has not shown evidence of TikTok posing a national security threat and accusing Washington of disrupting the company's normal business operations.
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									Mango Art Festival returns to RCB

									
								

								After tremendous success last year, Mango Art Festival has returned to take everyone into a world of art without borders, at River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, until Sunday.
								Held under the theme "Journey", this fourth edition is another platform for artists and galleries from Thailand and overseas to showcase their works and exchange creative ideas.

The festival has many zones such as the Gallery Zone featuring 18 galleries, eight of which are internationally renowned -- A 4 Gallery Tokyo (Japan), Whitestone Gallery (Singapore), Vinyl on Vinyl (Philippines), Boon Boon Art (Taiwan), Formosa Art Fair (Taiwan), Suomi M50 Gallery (China), Inkriot Gallery (India), and AHC Projects Hamburg (Germany).

Highlights from Thailand include Sathorn 11 Art Space, MOS Museum of Something, and Qubism Art Space.

Expect to see unique art creations by over 50 artists at the Independent Artists Zone, while more than 70 emerging artists are showcasing their work at the Newcomers Zone. The Art & Craft Zone gathers products from several brands and artisans throughout 20 booths and visitors can also enjoy music and performances on stage.

Another highlight is the "Z" exhibition featuring works by new artists aged 23 to 27. It's curated by renowned art writer and critic Panu Boonpipattanapong, who presents their works in an unexpected fashion.

This is also a chance to join discussions with art experts, with topics including "The Artist's Journey" and "Future Directions In Thai Contemporary Art".

For more information, email mangoartfestivalthailand@gmail.com, call 098-846-0969 or add Line: @mangoartfestival.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/2788895/mango-art-festival-returns-to-rcb



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Tech

      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  feed_3/article_0/images/img15_u1.jpg
S<= ;
’ YOUNGERS-%§ .
INSIDE-OUT

LIFTING

e

4 V'NO PAIN /] IMMEDIATE HESULTS
GLOBAL AWARD
L
N O 1 WINNER





feed_3/article_0/images/img7_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img13.jpg
r log »NO rPAIN f ;") .
EOIEACE"™  Nowmm  Ndaksr
A / [EERsONNTZEUREAUTE ))NOSURG‘EkV Taver e Coamatic Srgery Contre

BEFORE

Dr.Sunida Yuthayotin,MD’
Photo Gallel Fotona' | sefwave” Only @NidaEsih
4 DR R sefw LS





feed_3/article_0/images/img9.jpg
HOW
DOES IT
WORK?






feed_3/article_0/images/img14_u1.jpg
NidaEsth

ClearVision="=°

ogram and Al Plan for each patient.






feed_3/article_0/images/img4.jpg
~ OLIVIA WILDE






feed_3/article_0/images/img6_u1.jpg
CONCEPT 0F
0F2024

LETED. "
PLUMP "
HEALTHY

H EALTH 8






feed_3/article_0/images/img3_u2.jpg
¢ . CHEEKBONES g





feed_3/article_0/images/img2_u6.jpg
Dr.Sunida
Yuthayotin, MD Mse

® CEO&Founder at Nida Esth’Medical Centre
@ Dermatologist and Laser Expert

@ 25-Years-Experience in Cosmetic Field
@ American Board in Aesthetic Medicine
@ Honorary People of Hello Magazine

NidaEsth AWARDS

THE MOST TRUSTED
Cosmetic Surdery Center & Leader
in Aesthetic 1. “Technology

[EICH eprens Beauty 2022

The Advanced Laser & Plastic Surgery
Clinic of the Year in Asia-Pacific

" {aestiiEtics,





feed_3/article_0/images/img8_u1.jpg
Fve EYECROW
= Z®) LIFTING
FIRMING v

CHEEK V-FACE

= J
NECK & DOUBLE CHIN

LETING #7%-28\ LIFTINGINS

Fage Lift

sefwove g





cover.jpg
Thu, 09 May 2024





feed_3/article_5/images/img1_u7.jpg
BYD EXPLORER NO.I






feed_3/article_3/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img5.jpg
ulhéia

DOEST |
WORK?






feed_3/article_0/images/img1_u19.jpg
WHICH 1S7)
AFAVOURITE For ¢

HOLLY\WOOD le‘
~
2024
——BEYOND—— Drbumdd

peauty’






feed_3/article_0/images/img12_u1.jpg
\ log »NO PAIN 7 .
- D E »NOmuecrion  NidaEsth

PERSONALIZED BEAUTY > NO SURGERY TovreCosmete surgey Corte

BEFORE






feed_3/article_0/images/img10_u1.jpg
NidaEsiir

thermage

PROGRAM THERMAGE FLX ULTHERAPY
Monopolar High tensity Focused
Ut Radiofrequency (HFU]
Winin wnin
Result 2.3 Months. 3-8 Months

Improvement

FEREE xkk | kkk

Skin Toxturo And Radiance ok ok ok
Liting L8 8.8.8 ¢ Kk Kk ok
Tightoning ok ok kok Kk *k

Skin Structures Dermis. Subcutaneous Smas





feed_3/article_0/images/img11.jpg
= FACE™ YOUTH

3 JUKN YUOUNG!

/ <™ ¥ TR
IHWMEDIAI





feed_4/article_4/images/img1_u20.jpg





feed_4/article_5/images/img1_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img2_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img1_u25.jpg





feed_3/article_7/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img3_u3.jpg
CASE STUDIES
OF “CONTROLLABLE"
CENTRAL BANKS

Real GDP Inflation
Growth (%) Rates (%)

m221 107 481
W 2022 5.0 724
m2023 16 180
m2021 a4 196 .
M 2022 55 728
m2023 45 535

BANGKOK POST GRAPHICS





feed_4/article_2/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img2_u3.jpg
CASE STUDIES
OF “CONTROLLABLE"
CENTRAL BANKS

Real GDP Inflation
Growth (%) Rates (%)

2021 10.7 481
W22 50 724
‘m203 16 1280

H 2021 114 19.6

2023 45 535
BANGKOK POST GRAPHICS





feed_0/article_9/images/img1_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_1/article_8/images/img1.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img1_u1.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img2_u1.jpg





feed_1/article_9/images/img1_u4.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img1_u8.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img8.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img6_u2.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img2.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img3_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u29.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img3_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img1_u28.jpg
Ty WL
li ML -
).






feed_0/article_0/images/img1_u16.jpg





mastheadImage.jpg
Bangkok Post





feed_9/article_6/images/img10.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img5_u2.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img11_u1.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img12.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img14.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img1_u11.jpg
.- frete)
M '— (-: n- i
sznaI9WaIIIL
: , & MiNisTRY OF ENERGY

. FUTURE ENERGYASIA
17-19MAY 2023
GSNCC, BANGKOK.

l






feed_9/article_6/images/img4_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img4_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img7.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img6.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img15.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img3_u4.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img7_u2.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img13_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img9_u1.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img3.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img1_u21.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img1_u10.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img1_u14.jpg





feed_1/article_7/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img16.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img1_u2.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img1_u27.jpg





