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Johnson Survives Greene's Ouster Attempt as Democrats Join G.O.P. to Kill It



Republicans and Democrats banded together to block a motion by the right-wing Georgia congresswoman to remove the speaker.




"I appreciate the show of confidence from my colleagues to defeat this misguided effort," Speaker Mike Johnson told reporters shortly after the Wednesday vote.




By Catie Edmondson, Carl Hulse and Kayla Guo


May 08, 2024


Speaker Mike Johnson on Wednesday easily batted down an attempt by Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia to oust him from his post, after Democrats linked arms with most Republicans to fend off a second attempt by G.O.P. hard-liners to strip the gavel from their party leader.



The vote to kill the effort was an overwhelming 359 to 43, with seven voting "present." Democrats flocked to Mr. Johnson's rescue, with all but 39 of them voting with Republicans to block the effort to oust him.



Members of the minority party in the House have never propped up the other party's speaker, and when the last Republican to hold the post, Kevin McCarthy, faced a removal vote last fall, Democrats voted en masse to allow the motion to move forward and then to jettison him, helping lead to his historic ouster.



This time, the Democratic support made the critical difference, allowing Mr. Johnson, who has a minuscule majority, to avoid a removal vote altogether. While for weeks 
Ms. Greene had appeared to be on a political island
 in her drive to get rid of yet another G.O.P. speaker, 11 Republicans ultimately voted to allow her motion to move forward.



That was the same number of Republicans who voted in October to allow the bid to remove Mr. McCarthy to advance -- but back then, they were joined by every Democrat.



"I appreciate the show of confidence from my colleagues to defeat this misguided effort," Mr. Johnson told reporters shortly after Wednesday's vote. "As I've said from the beginning and I've made clear here every day, I intend to do my job. I intend to do what I believe to be the right thing, which is what I was elected to do, and I'll let the chips fall where they may. In my view, that is leadership."



"Hopefully," he added, "this is the end of the personality politics and the frivolous character assassination that has defined the 118th Congress."



The lopsided vote solidified the dynamic that has defined Mr. Johnson's speakership, like Mr. McCarthy's before him: Each time the Republican leader has been faced with a critical task, such as averting a government shutdown or a catastrophic default on the nation's debt, he has relied on a bipartisan coalition of mainstream lawmakers to steer around far-right opposition and provide the votes to accomplish it.



The result has been the empowerment of Democrats at the expense of the hard right, the very phenomenon that Ms. Greene raged against as she rose on the House floor on Wednesday -- drawing boos from some of her colleagues -- to lay out a scathing case against Mr. Johnson and what she called the "uniparty" he empowered.



"Our decision to stop Marjorie Taylor Greene from plunging the House of Representatives and the country into further chaos is rooted in our commitment to solve problems for everyday Americans in a bipartisan manner," Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the Democratic leader, told reporters shortly after the vote. "We will continue to govern in a reasonable, responsible and results-oriented fashion, and put people over politics all day and every day."



Ms. Greene's move to oust Mr. Johnson came roughly three weeks after the speaker 
pushed through a long-stalled $95 billion national security spending package
 to aid Israel, Ukraine and other American allies over the objections of Ms. Greene and other right-wing Republicans who staunchly opposed sending additional aid to Kyiv.



Lawmakers loudly jeered Ms. Greene as she called up the resolution and read it aloud. As she recited the measure, a screed that lasted more than 10 minutes, Republicans lined up on the House floor to shake Mr. Johnson's hand and pat him on the back.



"Given a choice between advancing Republican priorities or allying with Democrats to preserve his own personal power, Johnson regularly chooses to ally himself with Democrats," Ms. Greene said, reading from her resolution.



She concluded with the official call for his removal: "Now, therefore be it resolved that the office of the speaker of the House of Representatives is hereby declared to be vacant."



It marked the second time in less than a year that Republicans have sought to depose their own speaker, coming about seven months after G.O.P. rebels succeeded, with Democratic support, in removing Mr. McCarthy.



Earlier in the week, Ms. Greene had seemed to hesitate over whether she would actually call the ouster vote. For two consecutive days, she met for hours with Mr. Johnson, flanked by her chief ally, Representative Thomas Massie of Kentucky, and floated a list of demands in exchange for not calling the vote.



Among the demands were cutting off all future U.S. aid to Ukraine, defunding the Justice Department and imposing a 1 percent across the board cut on all spending bills if lawmakers are unable to negotiate a deal to fund the government in September.



But Mr. Johnson had remained cool to their entreaties, and told reporters that he was not negotiating with Ms. Greene and Mr. Massie.



That put Ms. Greene, whose combative political brand is premised on her unrelenting appetite to fight with the establishment of her party, out on a limb. She had little choice but to call up a vote she knew would fail, but had been threatening for weeks. Even after Mr. Jeffries made it clear that Democrats would vote to block any ouster attempt, she was still determined to undermine Mr. Johnson publicly and force Democrats to bail him out.



"This is exactly what the American people needed to see," she told reporters on the House steps after the vote. "I didn't run for Congress to come up here and join the uniparty, and the uniparty was on full display today."



"The Democrats now control Speaker Johnson," she added.




Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene staunchly opposes sending Ukraine additional aid. She previously said that if the speaker moved to do so, she would seek to remove him.




Just 32 Democrats voted to allow Ms. Greene's motion to move forward, while another seven voted "present," registering no position.



Ms. Greene initially filed the motion against Mr. Johnson in late March, just as lawmakers were voting on a $1.2 trillion spending bill he pushed through the House over the opposition of the majority of Republicans. She called the move a "betrayal" and said she wanted to send the speaker a "warning," then left the threat dangling for weeks.



Mr. Johnson plowed ahead anyway, putting together an aid package for Ukraine -- a move Ms. Greene previously said was a red line that would prompt her to seek his ouster, but which did not lead her to immediately make good on her threat.



"I'm actually going to let my colleagues go home and hear from their constituents," Ms. Greene said following the vote, predicting that Republicans would join her bid to get rid of Mr. Johnson after getting an earful from voters irate about the foreign aid bill. Instead, many of them 
heard just the opposite
 and returned to Washington voicing skepticism about removing Mr. Johnson.



If she had been successful on Wednesday, Ms. Greene would have prompted only the second vote on the House floor in more than 100 years on whether to oust the speaker. When Representative Matt Gaetz of Florida instigated Mr. McCarthy's removal in October, such a spectacle had not been seen in the chamber since 1910.



But this time, Ms. Greene had a more difficult time finding support for removing the speaker. House Republicans were wary of throwing the chamber into another period of chaos like the one that paralyzed the House for weeks after Mr. McCarthy's ouster, and have privately seethed about the public disarray Ms. Greene's threat has sown.



Even ultraconservatives like Mr. Gaetz expressed uneasiness with firing another speaker, suggesting that the move risked handing over control of the House to Democrats given 
Republicans' rapidly narrowing margin of control
.



Former President Donald J. Trump also came to Mr. Johnson's defense, urging Republicans on social media minutes after the vote to kill Ms. Greene's effort, arguing that polling showed Republicans doing well in the November elections, and that a show of division would undermine the party.



"If we show DISUNITY, which will be portrayed as CHAOS, it will negatively affect everything!" he wrote.



He called Mr. Johnson "a good man who is trying very hard," but did not slam the door altogether on the idea of removing him.



"We're not in a position" to do so now, with such a small Republican majority in the House, Mr. Trump wrote. "At some point, we may very well be, but this is not the time."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/08/us/politics/greene-johnson-vacate.html
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How 360,000 Haitians Wound Up Living in Empty Lots and Crowded Schools



In a worsening humanitarian crisis, Haitians have been forced to flee their homes in the face of gang onslaughts, but the international response has failed to keep up.




People forced from their homes by gang violence taking refuge at a high school that was converted into a shelter in Haiti's capital, Port-au-Prince.




By Frances Robles


May 08, 2024


Hundreds of thousands of people in Haiti are on the run from rampant gang violence and have abandoned their homes, a worsening humanitarian crisis that the United Nations describes as 
"cataclysmic."



Masses of homeless families dodging gang members who burned down their houses and killed their neighbors have taken over dozens of schools, churches and even government buildings. Many places have no running water, flushing toilets or garbage pickup.



The lucky ones are sleeping on a friend's sofa.



"There are kids at my camp who have no parents," said Agenithe Jean, 39, who left her home in the Carrefour Feuilles neighborhood of Haiti's capital, Port-au-Prince, in August for an improvised camp in an empty lot about six miles away. "We need latrines. We need somewhere to go."




Charred vehicles are vivid evidence of the violence that has overtaken many parts of Port-au-Prince. At least 360,000 people have fled their homes in Haiti over the past year




At least 360,000 people -- more than half of them in the capital or surrounding neighborhoods -- have fled their homes in Haiti over the past year, and that number of internally displaced people is expected in the coming months to surpass 400,000, according to the 
U.N.'s International Office for Migration
.



Hundreds are unaccompanied children, including orphans and others separated from their parents in the chaos.



As hurricane season nears, humanitarian groups and Haiti's disaster response office are racing to figure out how to address the swelling crowds living in improvised shelters in a capital overrun by gangs with a barely functioning national government.



About 90,000 people are living in those sites, and roughly the same number deserted Port-au-Prince in March, according to the United Nations and aid groups, many for other parts of the Haiti, an exodus straining safer cities ill-prepared for an increased demand on water, food and schools.



A United Nations drive
 to raise $674 million to address the growing list of basic needs in Haiti has raised 
just 16 percent
 of the goal. The United States provided $69.5 million of the $107 million raised so far.



The competition for attention and resources can be eclipsed by crises around the world, including in Gaza, Ukraine and Sudan, aid groups said. The response has paled in comparison to the massive international effort following Haiti's cataclysmic 2010 earthquake, when countries and aid organizations sent billions in aid.



"All of us are going pretty much after the same donors," said Abdoulaye Sawadogo, head of the U.N. office in charge of humanitarian assistance in Haiti.



The Haitian government agency whose job it is to help refugees normally focuses on natural disasters, not a disaster caused by widespread gang violence.




A woman carrying a sack with her family's belongings and leading two children. They were among many residents who fled homes in the Lower Delmas section of Port-au-Prince because of violence. 




"You can track the cyclone. After an earthquake, you can find shelter," said Emmanuel Pierre, the operations director for the Directorate for Civil Protection, Haiti's emergency management agency. "Now the problem is a social hazard."



In the three years since the assassination of the Haitian president Jovenel Moise, Haiti's gangs have expanded their territory and increased their violence.



Gang leaders achieved a main goal -- the resignation of Prime Minister Ariel Henry -- and now claim they want to end poverty as well as a corrupt system run by elites. But they also want amnesty for their crimes and to prevent an international security force led by Kenya from deploying.



In the first three months of this year, about 2,500 people were killed or injured as a result of gang violence -- a 53 percent increase compared to the previous three months, 
according to the United Nations



Things took a dire turn in late February, when, in a quest to oust the prime minister, rival gangs joined forces to attack police stations, jails and the airport. Entire Port-au-Prince neighborhoods emptied out as gangs took over.



People who found safe spaces were repeatedly driven out as time and again they found themselves in mortal peril.



In some ways, Ms. Jean got lucky that August day when a gang took over her Carrefour-Feuilles neighborhood amid a reign of gunfire. When she raced toward her rented house in search of her family, running past bodies on the ground and injured people covered in blood, she stumbled into her four children. All five got out with nothing but the clothes on their backs.




A man standing on a balcony in a school that has become a shelter for displaced people in Port-au-Prince.




Since that August day, Ms. Jean has lived in an improvised tent camp, which she shares with a few dozen others, in the Croix Desprez neighborhood. Unable to work because conditions are too dangerous, but with her children safe with relatives in the countryside, she showers at friends' houses and has received cash and food from humanitarian groups.



"I don't think I can ever go back," she said. "In Port-au-Prince, nowhere is safe."



The U.N.'s International Office for Migration started tracking the internally displaced in November and found that about 70 percent were staying with friends or relatives. Now 60 percent are in one of 86 homeless sites, as people run out of safe places to take cover, said Daniele Febei, the head of emergency operations for the U.N.'s migration office in Haiti.



More than 180,000 -- about half the homeless -- are children, he said. Nearly three dozen schools in the Port-au-Prince area were forced to close to make room for the displaced. The gangs forced people from their homes so they could use the neighborhoods as bases of operations to stash kidnapping victims, he said.



About half the homeless are receiving services, U.N. agencies said, though the United Nations Children's Fund, which focuses on the needs of children in developing countries, has suspended water delivery on some days because it was too dangerous to traverse the streets.



While millions of liters of water have been delivered, about 30,000 people living in homeless sites are not getting any, mainly because of a lack of financing, UNICEF said. Instead, they have to buy small bags and buckets of often unhealthy water.



"The response has not been the best," Mr. Febei said, noting that the violence drove out many nonprofit aid organizations. "Let's say that 40 percent of sites have a system to collect waste. What does that mean? Sixty percent doesn't."




People lining up for food at a converted school in Port-au-Prince. The United Nations and aid groups say that safer cities are ill prepared for the growing demand on water, food and schooling from people abandoning Haiti's capital.




Much of the assistance being provided by organizations, including hundreds of thousands of meals from the World Food Program, is funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development, which has allocated about $171 million in humanitarian aid since October, including an allocation of $58 million in March.



"That's not enough," said Marcia Wong, a top official at the agency's Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance. "Obviously."



"A certain percentage of people in Haiti are not being reached the way they deserve to be," she added. "The scale of services and response is not what it needs to be."



Many organizations are shifting gears toward providing cash payments to heads of households and those who host the displaced, as it becomes harder to provide direct services, particularly to those on the move.



"So many people are living in different small tents," said Laurent Uwumuremyi, Haiti director for Mercy Corps, a U.S.-financed aid organization, which helped The New York Times arrange telephone interviews with internal refugees. "Looking at the current situation and how it has been evolving since the end of February, there is no hope that the situation is going to change soon."



Many people have scattered throughout the country to rural communities they originally hailed from, he said.



The strain is being felt in southern cities where buses full of Port-au-Prince residents arrive regularly. In February and March, nearly 40,000 people arrived in Haiti's South Department, which includes Les Cayes and Jacmel, said Pierre Marie Boutin, the civil protection agency's representative in Les Cayes.




A woman washing her face at a park in Port-au-Prince, which has become a shelter for displaced people.




"They came in public transport with all their belongings, like everything you find in a house -- beds, mattresses, household furniture," Mr. Boutin said, adding that the agency's offices and storage depots have all been looted by gangs.



"In one month it will be hurricane season, and we are not ready," he said. "In the event of a catastrophe, we are at zero. We have nothing, and we will really be in deep trouble."



Yvon Latigue, 42, who has two daughters, left Carrefour-Feuilles late last year when gangs set a neighbor's house on fire, which also burned down his home.



"We didn't have time to save anything," he said. "We were saving our lives."



The family of four slept in a church at first and then stayed with in-laws in Mirebalais, a city about 40 miles north of the capital, but the imposition caused a strain so they returned to Port-au-Prince. They are making do in a makeshift tent where their house once stood.



The children cannot attend their local school because gang violence led it to close.



"One of them, when she talks to me, she says: 'Daddy, I'm scared. I'm scared, because of all of this shooting,'" he said. "And the other one, sometimes she asks me, 'Daddy, when am I going back to school?'"



Tuesday, he tells her.



"After a few days, she'll say, 'Daddy, is it Tuesday yet?' I say no," Mr. Latigue said. "I don't have another choice. I have to lie to her."



Andre Paultre
 contributed reporting from Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and 
David C. Adams
 from Miami.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/08/world/americas/haiti-gangs-refugees-crisis.html
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news analysis



Turning Point or Breaking Point? Biden's Pause on Weapons Tests Ties to Israel



President Biden hopes the decision to withhold the delivery of 3,500 bombs will prompt Israel to change course in its war in Gaza.




Since World War II, the United States has given more aid to Israel than any other country in the world.




By Peter Baker


May 08, 2024


The message was not getting through. Not through the phone calls or the emissaries or the public statements or the joint committee meetings. And so, frustrated that he was being ignored, President Biden chose a more dramatic way of making himself clear to Israeli leaders. He stopped sending the bombs.



Mr. Biden's decision to pause the delivery of 3,500 bombs to Israel was meant to convey a powerful signal that his patience has limits. While insisting that his support for the Jewish state remains "ironclad," Mr. Biden for the first time since the Gaza war erupted last fall opted to use his power as Israel's chief arms supplier to demonstrate his discontent.



The hold on the bombs represents a significant turning point in the 76-year-old relationship between the United States and Israel, historically one of the closest security partnerships in the world. But it may not necessarily be a breaking point. The Biden administration is still allowing most other weapons to be sent to Israel, and in fact officials emphasized that no final decision has even been made on the bombs that are currently in limbo.



Mr. Biden hopes the selective pause will prompt Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel to forgo a long-threatened invasion of Rafah, the southern Gaza city where more than one million Palestinians have taken refuge. The president has objected to such an operation out of fear that widespread civilian casualties could be caused by American bombs. He said on Wednesday that he would also block the delivery of artillery shells that could be fired into the urban neighborhoods of Rafah.



"I've made it clear to Bibi and the war cabinet, they're not going to get our support if in fact they go on these population centers," the president said in an interview with CNN's Erin Burnett on Wednesday, referring to Mr. Netanyahu by his nickname. "We're not walking away from Israel's security; we're walking away from Israel's ability to wage war in those areas."



He acknowledged in a way that he has rarely done that American bombs have killed innocent Palestinians. "Civilians have been killed in Gaza as a consequence of those bombs and other ways in which they go after population centers," Mr. Biden said.



Israeli plans to storm Rafah have been a source of intense friction with the Biden administration for months. While the Americans oppose such an operation, the Israelis maintain they need to go into Rafah to finish destroying Hamas, which killed 1,200 people in its Oct. 7 terrorist attack on Israel.



The dispute has come to a head in recent days as Mr. Netanyahu and his war cabinet appeared close to a decision to move against Rafah despite U.S. objections. Administration officials said they had begun reviewing arms last month that could be used in the operation and that Mr. Biden had signed off on the bomb hold last week.




Israel's plans to invade Rafah, the city in southern Gaza where more than one million Palestinians have taken refuge, have been a source of intense friction with the Biden administration for months.




"The decision means Biden has decided to use his only real form of leverage over Bibi -- withholding weapons," said Cliff Kupchan, chairman of the Eurasia Group, who had just returned from a trip to the Middle East. "It's a low point for U.S.-Israel relations, as it begins to put Israeli security in play. Biden had no choice. The war is a drag on his election campaign, on Democratic Party unity and on U.S. standing in the world."



The administration was hoping the pause would send a quiet message and did not announce it publicly at first, but the Israelis leaked it. In the days since the decision, Israel ordered the evacuation of 110,000 civilians in Rafah, conducted airstrikes against targets on the edges of the city, sent in tanks and seized the crossing with Egypt. Although these moves were characterized as limited and not the beginning of the promised assault, they touched off alarms in the White House.



The Israeli actions, which came in part in response to Hamas rocket attacks that killed four Israeli soldiers last weekend, seem to be intended to keep the pressure on Hamas to agree to a temporary cease-fire in exchange for the release of some of the hostages taken on Oct. 7.



Whether such a deal is possible remains uncertain. William J. Burns, the C.I.A. director who has been deeply involved in the negotiations, met on Wednesday with Mr. Netanyahu in Jerusalem even as other officials conferred in Cairo about competing offers from the two sides. Reaching such a deal may be the only way to avoid a more serious rupture between Israel and the Biden administration, analysts said.



"What they're asking for is for Israel not to go into Rafah in a significant way," said Elliott Abrams, a Middle East specialist at the Council on Foreign Relations who served in multiple Republican administrations. "Barring a hostage deal, I think the Israelis are going to go into Rafah and it is going to cause a great deal of tension."



The relationship between the United States and Israel has been a singular one since the Jewish state declared its independence in 1948 and President Harry S. Truman just 11 minutes later made the United States the first nation in the world to recognize it. But the relationship has also long been marked by moments of deep stress.



At first, under both Truman and President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the United States refused to sell Israel weapons at all. President John F. Kennedy became the first to open up the arsenal by providing Hawk antiaircraft missiles. President Lyndon B. Johnson expanded ties by sending M-48 tanks, A-4 Skyhawk planes and F-4 Phantom planes.



Presidents have held back aid to Israel before to indicate displeasure or influence policy. President Ronald Reagan more than once delayed shipments of warplanes and other munitions out of dissatisfaction with Israeli intervention in Lebanon. President George H.W. Bush postponed $10 billion in housing loan guarantees to keep American money from being used to finance settlement construction in the West Bank.



But overall, since World War II, the United States has given more aid to Israel than any other country in the world. As of last year, the United States had provided $158.7 billion to Israel since its founding, the vast bulk of it, or $124.3 billion, for its military and its missile defenses, 
according to the Congressional Research Service
. Under a 10-year memorandum of understanding sealed by President Barack Obama, Washington currently provides $3.8 billion a year in military aid, not counting the $15 billion in additional help approved last month by Congress and 
signed into law by Mr. Biden
.




Protesters opposed to Israel's war against Hamas demonstrating before a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense on Wednesday.




Republicans quickly criticized Mr. Biden on Wednesday after Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III publicly confirmed reports of the delayed bomb shipment at a Senate hearing. "This is obscene. It is absurd," Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina told the defense secretary. "Give Israel what they need to fight the war they can't afford to lose."



Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the party's leader in the Senate, said he had called Jake Sullivan, the president's national security adviser, on Wednesday morning "to express my concern to the administration that the delay of shipment of weapons to Israel is just another way of trying to tell an ally how to conduct the war." He and House Speaker Mike Johnson later sent a letter to Mr. Biden protesting the decision.



On the other hand, Democrats and progressives who have been pressing Mr. Biden to limit or cut off arms to curtail Israel's war said the president's action was long overdue and still not enough after more than 34,000 have died in Gaza, including both combatants and civilians.



Senator Bernie Sanders, the democratic socialist from Vermont, said Mr. Biden's decision was "absolutely right" but should only be the start. "Our leverage is clear," he said. "Over the years, the United States has provided tens of billions of dollars in military aid to Israel. We can no longer be complicit in Netanyahu's horrific war against the Palestinian people."



The decision got the attention of Mr. Netanyahu and his war cabinet. Shalom Lipner, a longtime adviser to multiple Israeli prime ministers, said it "struck a deep chord of concern within Israel, where people are wondering how limiting Israel's access to weaponry -- a move which is certain to embolden Hamas -- might be reconciled with Biden's oft-repeated ironclad commitment to its security."



But he added that "it would be to Israel's strategic detriment for the Netanyahu government to ignore the loud pushback from its main provider of military and diplomatic support."



The 3,500 bombs held back last week include both 2,000-pound and 500-pound munitions. The State Department is also still weighing whether to proceed with the delivery of 
Joint Direct Attack Munition guidance kits
 that can convert so-called dumb bombs into precision-guided weapons, but there is no imminent shipment at the moment. Moreover, officials said they would still provide "every dollar" of aid authorized in the new congressional package.



Mr. Kupchan, the analyst, said that the course of the U.S.-Israeli relationship would turn on what happens next. If Mr. Netanyahu defers to Mr. Biden's judgment on Rafah, it may just be a momentary flare-up. But if the two leaders remain at a standoff, it could lead to a broader cutoff of weapons, which would have a more lasting effect.



"The foundation of U.S.-Israel relations is so strong that it won't be significantly damaged by this move," Mr. Kupchan said. "Further withholdings, however, while quite unlikely, would be a different story."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/08/us/politics/biden-bombs-israel.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




House Republicans Clash With Leaders of Public Schools Over Antisemitism Claims



Politicians said educators had not done enough. But the New York chancellor said members were trying to elicit "gotcha moments" rather than stop antisemitism.




David C. Banks, the chancellor of New York City public schools, said his school system had recorded more than 280 "incidents" since Oct. 7, about 40 percent of which were antisemitic and 30 percent of which were Islamophobic.




By Dana Goldstein, Troy Closson and Michael Levenson


May 08, 2024


A Republican-led House committee turned its attention to three of the most politically liberal school districts in the country on Wednesday, accusing them of tolerating antisemitism, but the district leaders pushed back forcefully, defending their schools.



The hearing was the third by House Republicans to expose what they see as a pro-Palestinian agenda gripping schools and college campuses since the start of the Israel-Hamas war.



During the contentious two-hour session, Republicans accused the district leaders -- from New York City, Berkeley, Calif., and Montgomery County, Md. -- of "turning a blind eye" to antisemitism.



Enikia Ford Morthel, the superintendent of Berkeley schools, acknowledged some incidents in her schools, but pointedly stated that "antisemitism is not pervasive in Berkeley Unified School District."



And David C. Banks, the New York City schools chancellor, said the repeatedly hostile questions from the panel suggested it was trying to elicit "gotcha moments" rather than solve the problem of antisemitism.



"We cannot simply discipline our way out of this problem," he said. "The true antidote to ignorance and bias is to teach."



The hearing came about five months after 
a hearing
 on antisemitism in which the presidents of Harvard University and the University of Pennsylvania gave lawyerly statements, prompting an intense backlash that helped lead to their resignations.



But on Wednesday, Republicans did not appear to elicit similarly damaging moments.



Nor did the school leaders' answers appear to prompt widespread anger back in their communities, as happened when Nemat Shafik, the president of Columbia, testified before Congress last month. Her promise to crack down on protesters seemed to mollify Republicans, at least temporarily, but deepened discontent on campus.



A confluence of factors led to the muted outcome on Wednesday. The hearing was held by a subcommittee with an inexperienced chair, featuring only a cameo by Representative Elise Stefanik of New York, the Republican who led the sharpest questioning of the university presidents.



The school leaders also seemed prepared for questions that had tripped up the Harvard and Penn presidents.



When Representative Aaron Bean of Florida, the first-term Republican who led the hearing, opened with a series of rapid-fire questions -- Does Israel have the right to exist as a Jewish state? Was the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel an act of terrorism? -- the school leaders gave brief, affirmative answers.



He then moved on, saying he had "to boogie" to get through the hearing. 



Throughout, the district leaders were quick to condemn antisemitism and said that they had addressed antisemitic incidents in their schools through disciplinary measures and new teaching guides to combat hate.



Mr. Banks said that New York had removed or disciplined, or was in the process of disciplining, at least a dozen staff members and school leaders, including removing a principal in the middle of the school year.



The district has also suspended at least 30 students, has involved the police when hate crimes were committed, and has retrained all 1,600 principals on the disciplinary code, he said.



Republicans accused him of not taking strong enough action.



In one of the more heated exchanges, Representative Brandon Williams, Republican of New York, grilled Mr. Banks about an incident last fall at Hillcrest High School in Queens, where, officials said, students led a raucous demonstration against a pro-Israel teacher.



The Education Department removed Hillcrest's principal in December. Under questioning from Mr. Williams, Mr. Banks acknowledged that the principal was still on the city payroll.



"How can Jewish students feel safe in New York City public schools when you can't even manage to terminate the principal of 'Open Season on Jews High School,'" Mr. Williams said.



Mr. Banks, who graduated from Hillcrest in the 1970s, responded: "It's not 'Open Season on Jews High School.' It's called Hillcrest High School. That's the name of the school, and at that school, we considered his leadership not strong enough to be the leader in that school."



Questioned again about why the Hillcrest principal had not been fired, Mr. Banks said that every employee in the school system has due process rights. Ms. Stefanik later forced Mr. Banks to acknowledge that the principal was still employed, in Mr. Banks's words, on "one of the teams under one of our deputy chancellors."



Ms. Stefanik also asked Mr. Banks about a New York City teacher who posted approvingly about Hamas on social media. Mr. Banks called the teacher's posting "absolutely disgusting," but refused to say what disciplinary action had been taken, if any.




In her brief appearance on Wednesday, Representative Elise Stefanik of New York pushed Mr. Banks on multiple employees accused of antisemitism who were still on the payroll.




Ms. Stefanik complained that Mr. Banks and other school leaders were paying "lip service" to the issue of antisemitism, and that there was "a lack of enforcement and a lack of accountability."



Mr. Banks rejected that accusation. Overall, he said, the New York City school system has recorded more than 280 "incidents" since Oct. 7. About 40 percent have been antisemitic, he said, and another 30 percent were Islamophobic. He said that while the district "can't prevent every incident from ever happening," school leaders were doing their best.



He pointed to an incident at a Brooklyn grade school, where a map of North Africa and the Middle East did not include Israel, labeling it "Palestine." Mr. Banks said that "to me, that's antisemitic." But he also pushed back on calls to fire the teacher, saying she acknowledged that she "made a mistake."



The teacher, Rita Lahoud, who identified herself as a Palestinian American, said in an email on Tuesday that she "felt abandoned and unprotected" by the city's Education Department after news of the classroom map drew backlash on social media.



Ms. Ford Morthel, the superintendent in Berkeley, said Jewish students in her district had shared painful stories about antisemitism in their schools. But she refused to say whether any teachers had been fired in response to accusations of antisemitism.



Under questioning by Representative Kevin Kiley, Republican of California, Ms. Ford Morthel acknowledged that a group known as Liberated Ethnic Studies was a "thought partner" of the district. That group has put forth sample teaching materials that portray Israel as a settler-colonial entity and are strongly critical of the country.



Karla Silvestre, the school board president in Montgomery County, outside Washington, said the board was committed to fighting antisemitism, hatred and racism, but "I can tell you we haven't gotten it right every time."



Still, she said, the board tries to improve its responses, and starting this summer, Montgomery County will have "mandatory hate-based training" for all staff.




The panel's top Democrat, Representative Suzanne Bonamici of Oregon, entered into the record that antisemitic incidents had also happened in red states such as Florida, Texas and Alabama.




Some critics of the education system who attended the hearing said they were disappointed.



"I thought that the questions were not sharp," said Lori Lowenthal Marcus, legal director of the Deborah Project, a group that has sued several California school districts, including Berkeley, for what it considers antisemitic bias in curriculum materials about Israel. "I thought that the people testifying were able to slide away."



The top Democrat on the panel, Representative Suzanne Bonamici of Oregon, accused Republicans of hypocrisy, pointing out that President Donald J. Trump spoke of "very fine people on both sides" after white supremacists marched in Charlottesville, Va., in 2017, chanting "Jews will not replace us."



"If my colleagues cared about antisemitism, they would denounce and condemn these comments from the leader of their party," Ms. Bonamici said. "Does anyone have the courage to stand up against that?"



After a pause, she said, "Let the record show that no one spoke up."



Alan Blinder
, 
Jacey Fortin
, 
Heather Knight
, 
Sarah Mervosh
 and 
Campbell Robertson
 contributed reporting.
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An Inside Look at the Student Takeover of Columbia's Hamilton Hall



Maintenance workers had a firsthand view of how protesters seized the building, and wondered why the university failed to stop it.








By Sharon Otterman


May 08, 2024


Mariano Torres, a maintenance worker at Columbia University, was cleaning on the third floor of Hamilton Hall in his signature Yankees cap one night last week, when he heard a commotion downstairs. He said he figured it had something to do with the pro-Palestinian encampment on the lawn outside and kept working.



He was shocked, he said, when he suddenly saw five or six protesters, their faces covered by scarves or masks, picking up chairs and bringing them into the stairway.



"I'm like, what the hell is going on? Put it back. What are you doing?" he recalled.



He said he tried to block them and they tried to reason with him to get out of the way, telling him "this is bigger than you." One person, he recalled, told him he didn't get paid enough to deal with this. Someone tried to offer him "a fistful of cash."



He said he replied: "I don't want your money, dude. Just get out of the building."



It was the beginning of what would be a frightening time for Mr. Torres, who goes by Mario, and two other maintenance workers in Hamilton Hall, who were inside when pro-Palestinian protesters at Columbia took over the building.



Just as upsetting as their encounters with the protesters, the three workers recounted in interviews this week, was their feeling that the university had not done enough to prevent the attack or to help them once the building was under siege.



"I cannot believe they let this happen," Mr. Torres said.



Only one security guard was posted at the building when the demonstrators entered, despite heightened tensions from the growing encampment nearby, witnesses said.



Mr. Torres and his colleagues called for help from the police and the school's public safety officers, but no one arrived in time to assist them. The university eventually asked the police to clear the building and other protesters around campus, but they did not come until nearly 20 hours later.



That meant the workers, who were briefly trapped inside, had to make their own way out.



"They failed to protect us," said Mr. Torres, 45, whose scuffle with a male protester was captured by a freelance photojournalist inside the building. The image, showing Mr. Torres pushing a man against a wall, ricocheted around social media.








When the police eventually raided the building, nearly 50 people were arrested, according to prosecutors. Many of them were students at Columbia or its affiliated colleges, but 
a New York Times review of police records
 found that nine appeared to be unaffiliated with the university.



The union that represents the workers, Local 241 of the Transport Workers Union, has requested more information from Columbia about what the police had told the school before the occupation.



John Samuelsen, the international president of the union, wrote Monday to Nemat Shafik, the president of Columbia, saying she had "epically failed to protect the safety of these university employees, who were forced to fight their way out of the building."



Mr. Samuelsen added that though Columbia had briefings with the police about the possibility that the protests could escalate, "they conveyed none of that information to the union."



In a statement, Samantha Slater, a university spokeswoman, said that the "employees who were in Hamilton Hall are valued members of the Columbia community, and we appreciate their dedication and service."



"When protesters chose to escalate the situation by occupying Hamilton Hall, they committed egregious violations of both University policy and the law, which is why we made the decision to bring in the N.Y.P.D.," she said. "We are committed to ongoing work to help our entire University community heal."



On April 30, at about 12:30 a.m., a crowd of students had surrounded Hamilton Hall, cheering, as dozens of pro-Palestinian demonstrators entered. The building, on Columbia's central Morningside Heights campus, has symbolic significance as a place of student protest and had been occupied 
five times
 by student protesters since 1968.



For months, pro-Palestinian students had protested to urge the university to divest from Israel, among other demands, over the country's offensive in Gaza, eventually setting up a tent encampment. But the takeover of Hamilton Hall was a marked escalation.



Dr. Shafik, who also goes by Minouche, wrote in a letter to the police that before protesters entered the hall, "an individual hid in the building until after it closed and let the other individuals in."



Mr. Torres was not surprised: He said he had caught a woman hiding under tables or behind doors "three or four times" over the last several weeks. And five days before the occupation, Lester Wilson, another longtime facilities worker in the building, had opened the door to a third floor closet just before midnight and found a surprise.



He said a woman was crouching in the slop sink, hiding and holding the door shut. Mr. Wilson said he brought her to university safety officers, and was not sure what happened next.




Hamilton Hall has been the site of multiple student protests and occupations over the years.




Both Mr. Torres and Mr. Wilson said they believed the occupiers had been highly organized, with knowledge of the location of the security cameras and exits, and backpacks full of supplies like rope, chains and zip ties.



The sole public safety officer in the lobby left when confronted by the occupiers and called for backup, several witness said. The protesters then quickly began barricading the main doors with furniture and chains. The occupiers appear to have timed their break-in with the midnight shift change, and the woman on duty was coming off her shift, the union said.



Mr. Torres, who had worked there for five years, confronted some of the protesters, trying to protect what he saw as "his building."



But as he saw the number of protesters grow to "maybe 15 or 20," he said, he realized he could not fight them. He asked to be let out, but someone said the doors downstairs were already barricaded and that he couldn't leave.



He thought of his two young sons at home. He had no idea if other buildings were being taken over, too. Fear made him "crazy," he said. He grabbed an older protester and ripped off his sweatshirt and mask, demanding to be let out. 



The man said he could bring 20 people up to back him. "I was terrified," Mr. Torres said. "I did what I had to do." Mr. Torres then grabbed a nearby fire extinguisher and pulled the pin before someone persuaded him to calm down.



Mr. Wilson, 47, saw Mr. Torres facing off with protesters in the stairwell. He radioed his supervisors for help. Then he made his way down to the main doors. They were fastened shut with zip ties.



"So I begged them," Mr. Wilson said. "I said, I work here, let me out, let me out." Eventually, someone cut the zip ties and pushed him outside, he said, then secured the doors again. He found the public safety officer and told her that his co-workers were stuck inside.



"God knows what could have happened," he said.




Mr. Torres said he worried about his two children as he found himself trapped in the building.




At about 1:10 a.m., roughly 30 minutes after Mr. Torres first encountered the protesters, a student protester in the lobby finally cut the cluster of zip ties on the front door handle and let him out along with the third worker, who spoke with The Times but asked not to be identified because he was concerned about privacy.



Mr. Torres filed a university accident report that day showing a raw wound on his knuckles and stating he had bruises on his neck. It also stated that he had been "assaulted and battered, and wrongfully imprisoned."



"I had no protection whatsoever from campus police or N.Y.P.D. and felt abandoned by those whose duty it is to protect me," he wrote in a document shared with The New York Times.



Alex Molina, the president of the local union chapter, which represents both the facilities workers and the security guards, said that the guard on duty was not allowed to detain anyone and was unarmed.



Both Mr. Torres and Mr. Wilson said they strongly objected to the tactics of the occupiers, which they said had taken a toll on them. Neither man ever wants to work in Hamilton Hall again.



"What do you accomplish from that?" Mr. Wilson said. "You're giving people traumatic episodes over this stuff. I understand your protest, but why you got to take over a building? Why you got to take workers against their will?"
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Balloons Harm Wildlife. Florida Is Set to Ban Their Release



In an effort to curb microplastics and marine pollution, lawmakers in the Sunshine State voted overwhelmingly to make it illegal to intentionally let a balloon fly away.




Aquatic animals often mistake balloons for jellyfish and feel full after eating them, essentially starving from the inside out, and their ribbons can entangle turtles and manatees. They even pose a threat to land animals.




By Cara Buckley


May 08, 2024


Balloons released in the sky don't go to heaven. They often end up in oceans and waterways, where they're 
32 times more
 likely to kill seabirds than other types of plastic debris. Despite this, humans like to release them en masse, be it to celebrate a loved one's life or a wedding, or to reveal the gender of a baby.



The practice is on the verge of becoming illegal in Florida, where the legislature has joined a growing number of states to ban the intentional release of balloons outdoors. The Florida ban is expected to be signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis and would take effect July 1.



Florida is at the forefront of a dizzying and contentious array of statewide bans, outlawing 
lab grown meat
, certain books from school libraries and classrooms, and 
most abortions after six weeks
. But the balloon ban is rare for garnering widespread bipartisan support. It was championed by environmentalists and sponsored by two Republican lawmakers from the Tampa Bay area, Linda Chaney, a state representative and Nick DiCeglie, a state senator.



"Balloons contribute to the increase in microplastic pollution which is harmful to every living thing including humans, polluting our air and drinking water," Ms. Chaney wrote in an email.



"My hope is that this bill changes the culture, making people more aware of litter in general, including balloons," she said.



Ms. Chaney said she first heard about the perils of balloon debris in 2020. Aquatic animals often mistake balloons for jellyfish and feel full after eating them, essentially starving from the inside out. Ribbons affixed to balloons entangle turtles and manatees. Balloons also pose a threat to land animals. In her research, Ms. Chaney learned about a pregnant cow that died after ingesting a balloon while grazing. The unborn calf died too.



The bill closes a loophole in an existing Florida law that allowed for the outdoor release of up to nine balloons per person in any 24-hour period, a provision that critics say didn't achieve the goal of reducing marine trash. 



The new legislation makes it clear that balloons can pose an environmental hazard, supporters say. It equates intentionally releasing a balloon filled with a gas lighter than air with littering, a noncriminal offense that carries a fine of $150. The ban also applies to outdoor releases of any balloons described by manufacturers as biodegradable.



The ban does not restrict the sale of balloons by party suppliers or manufacturers; they could still be used indoors or as decorations outdoors if properly secured.



Balloons released by a government agency or for government sanctioned scientific purposes would be exempt from the new law. Hot air balloons recovered after launch or balloons released by children aged 6 and younger would also be exempt.



The bill counts among its supporters the Florida Retail Association as well as the Coalition for Responsible Celebration, a trade association for balloon distributors and party stores, which in a statement said it recognized "the importance of promoting responsible balloon usage and ensuring safe access to these joy-inspiring products."



The legislation marks a win for environmentalists hamstrung by Florida legislation known as the "ban on bans," which prohibits counties and local municipalities from regulating single use plastics and plastic bags.



Jon Paul "J. P." Brooker, director of Florida conservation for the nonprofit group Ocean Conservancy, said that increased concern about the health of beaches, a major driver of tourism, helped conservationists and lawmakers find common ground.



"Florida is its beaches," Mr. Brooker said, "People are not going to flock by millions to them if they're trashed and there's dead animals and plastic and trash all over."



Mr. Brooker said while it remains to be seen how vigorously police will enforce the ban, the fact that they will be able to issue tickets was a good thing. "More than anything," he added," it gives us in the environmental community an opportunity to educate the public as to why it's bad."



Public sentiment in Florida against balloon releases has been growing. Earlier this year, the city of Miami Beach adopted an ordinance banning party balloons from public marinas, marine facilities, parks and public beaches. This followed the arrest of two people in 2022 who were filmed popping balloons aboard a chartered yacht and letting the remnants fall into Biscayne Bay.



The balloon release ban follows another environmental win in the state. For more than 30 years, Mr. Brooker said cigarettes were the number one form of trash found on the state's beaches. Then in 2022, the state passed a law allowing local governments to restrict cigarette smoking and vaping on public beaches and parks. More than 50 counties and municipalities, accounting for more than 500 miles of the state's 1,350 miles of coastline, have since outlawed smoking and vaping on beaches, Mr. Brooker said.



"This isn't just the bailiwick of progressives, and it's certainly not something that draws the enmity of conservatives," Mr. Brooker said. "It's all Floridians banding together to protect Florida's beaches that are the backbone of our economy and the underpinning of our cultural identity."



According to Emma Haydocy, Florida policy manager for the Surfrider Foundation, seven other states have cracked down on outdoor balloon releases. And just last week, lawmakers in North Carolina filed their version of the Florida legislation.



In lieu of releasing balloons, conservationists are urging people to instead plant a tree or toss flower petals into the water.



"There are so many other ways of celebrating that are not detrimental," Ms. Haydocy said.
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France Says It Built the Olympics Safely. Migrant Workers Don't Count.



Undocumented workers played a larger and more dangerous role in delivering the Games than the Macron administration acknowledges.




When two workers died on a subway project that Emmanuel Macron's former transportation minister called "the lifeline of the Olympics," their deaths were not included in the Olympic total.




By Sarah Hurtes


May 08, 2024


France's president, Emmanuel Macron, promised to build the Summer Olympics safely, free of the construction hazards and migrant worker abuses that tarnished soccer's 2022 World Cup in Qatar.



Months before the Games begin in Paris, he declared success.



"We are living up to the commitments we made," Mr. Macron said in February.



Government data shows fewer than 200 injuries at Olympics sites over a four-year construction blitz. And no deaths.



But inspection records and other documents show that Olympics sites have been more dangerous than organizers have let on, with some projects failing to meet basic safety standards. When undocumented immigrants are hurt on the job, workers and officials say, the injuries are often handled off the books, all but guaranteeing that they will not show up in government statistics.



Even fatal accidents of laborers working legally are sometimes omitted from the Olympic count.



When two workers died on a subway project that Mr. Macron's former transportation minister called "the lifeline of the Olympics," their deaths were not included in the Olympic total.



When a truck fatally crushed a man who was helping build a wastewater basin to allow swimming events to be held in the Seine, his death was omitted from the Olympic count. "Administratively, it was put in another category," said Paul Duphil, the executive secretary of France's quasi-government construction safety watchdog.




Daouda Tounkara, who recently gained legal status, is among 10 men who are suing construction companies for exploiting them as undocumented workers on Olympic sites.




That is because of how the French government defines an Olympic site. Accidents at the Olympic Village count, but not at the Pleyel Tower, a nearby skyscraper that has been transformed into a luxury hotel for the Games. Work at the media center counts, but construction of a gigantic footbridge that the local government says is "at the heart of the Olympic project" does not.



And in an industry where some injuries are all but inevitable, France's data is at times remarkably pristine: The city of Marseille told The New York Times that there had not been even a single minor injury during two years of dredging and construction of the Olympic Marina, a facility on the Mediterranean where sailing competitions will be held.



Workers, union officials and some labor inspectors say all of this is part of Mr. Macron's effort to make France sparkle in the Olympic spotlight. "It allows them to say that France isn't Qatar," said Simon Picou, a union representative for government labor inspectors.



Documents, along with interviews with government officials, inspectors and more than a dozen workers, show that undocumented immigrants played a larger and riskier role in delivering the Olympics than the Macron administration acknowledges. Undocumented workers described being pushed to do dangerous jobs for long hours without safety glasses, harnesses or other gear.



The situation is especially sensitive for Mr. Macron because he is under pressure to crack down on illegal immigration. And the Olympics arrive after years of changes to French labor laws. Mr. Macron cut funding for inspections and abolished company safety boards. The changes were meant 
to simplify France's stifling bureaucracy
. Union leaders and labor inspectors say they have made work more dangerous.



There is no indication that France has seen anywhere near as many injuries as Qatar, where journalists revealed 
deadly working conditions
 in the run-up to the 2022 World Cup and the government acknowledges that dozens of migrant workers died. But Mr. Macron has campaigned on delivering an Olympics that will be as safe and humane as they are majestic. He has required unions and employers to promise that they will maintain safe working conditions.




Pleyel Tower, a skyscraper that has been transformed into a luxury hotel for the Games. 




Mr. Macron's office referred questions about working conditions and the injury count to other agencies. Antoine du Souich, the strategy director of Solideo, the government body that released the injury figures, said in an interview that he was unaware of any accidents involving undocumented workers. The agency relies on injury reports from construction companies, which can face legal repercussions if they are found to employ undocumented workers. And France's official workplace injury figures include, by rule, only legal workers.



In interviews, undocumented workers described being encouraged by their employer not to report their injuries or see doctors. Mr. Picou said that employers sometimes fire injured workers or pay them to keep quiet.



Mr. du Souich said that he believes that undocumented work on Olympic sites was rare. Inspectors have identified about 150 cases, he said. "We think that the level of control that was put in place made it possible to identify -- never all the cases, undoubtedly -- but we think practically all the cases."



But many of those undocumented workers came forward voluntarily, with the help of unions, in hopes of earning legal status. Inspectors have increased enforcement at Olympic sites, but that has amounted to checking the work authorization of only about 1,000 of the roughly 30,000 workers. And those without papers say they have plenty of time to hide or flee before inspections.



"The bosses always tell us to run," said Daouda Tounkara, a 33-year-old undocumented worker from Mali who worked on the Pleyel Tower.



In interviews, 12 workers, all from Africa, described being sent by subcontractors or temp agencies to work on Olympic sites. Some said that their employers encouraged them to get fake identity papers. Others borrowed a family member's identity. They were hired without contracts and received illegally low salaries, often working overtime.



Babacar Kobor, from Senegal, said that, while bending over to work at the Olympic Village last year, heavy rocks fell from a loader and gashed his hand. Labor inspectors and union representatives say that, normally, medics would be called and the injury would be reported to the company. But Mr. Kobor said his crew chief gave him bandages and told him to keep working.



"I had no choice," Mr. Kobor said. "I had to keep going, or they replace me."



Other immigrant workers described operating jackhammers for hours at a time, far beyond what is normally considered safe.




"Sometimes, you're sleeping and it's like you still have a jackhammer in your arms, you're shaking so much," said Cheickna Sarambounou, a laborer from Mali.




"Sometimes, you're sleeping and it's like you still have a jackhammer in your arms, you're shaking so much," said Cheickna Sarambounou, a laborer from Mali who worked without papers on the Pleyel Tower.



The Times reviewed the medical records of another worker who suffered a slipped disk. The worker, who asked that he not be named because he feared deportation, said he jackhammered for up to eight hours at a time at the Olympic Village.



He missed a month of work, unpaid, and when he returned, he said he was asked to start jackhammering again. He quit and now works on another Olympic site where he does not need to jackhammer so long. He said his company never reported his injury but, fearing retaliation, he did not report it either.



Mr. Sarambounou and Mr. Tounkara, who recently gained legal status, are among 10 men who are suing construction companies for exploiting them as undocumented workers on Olympic sites. The men say they received illegally low salaries and were denied pay slips and time off.



The companies have not yet responded in court. None of those who employed workers interviewed by The Times responded to messages seeking comment.



Unpublished reports from the global trade union Building and Wood Workers' International show that, on two sites, representatives found workers without safety glasses, helmets or hearing protection. Workers had been shocked by unsecured electrical cables. Several had fallen from unsecured scaffolding. Union officials warned that trucks were driven carelessly, even after one worker was run over and had his leg amputated.




Workers control traffic near the Olympic Village in Saint-Denis.




Mr. du Souich said that Solideo allowed union representatives to visit the sites as a way to improve safety.



"It's such a mess," Bachir Benamara a union representative, said in October during a closed-door meeting with labor inspectors, health insurance officials and construction company leaders. The Times watched a video of his presentation and reviewed pictures that he took. "This is to alert you: Something needs to be done," he said.
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They Put a 65-Foot Hot Dog in Times Square, and It's a Blast



With "Hot Dog in the City," the artists Jen Catron and Paul Outlaw question the lore and lure of American culture (and condiments).




The 65-foot-long hot dog sits at Duffy Square, near the TKTS booth. It shoots confetti daily. 




By Melena Ryzik


May 07, 2024


As the sun set on a cloudy evening in Times Square on Friday, a 65-foot-long frankfurter cantilevered into the sky and spewed out a blast of rainbow confetti.



At the foot (tail?) of its bun, drag wrestlers were finishing their match in an elevated boxing ring, practically twerking on the ropes, cheered on by hundreds of spectators. It was the first public event for 
"Hot Dog in the City,"
 an installation for Times Square Arts, the largest work that the organization has ever commissioned.



The giant wiener was created by 
Jen Catron and Paul Outlaw
, married Brooklyn artists whose metier is often 
interactive, food-based spectaculars
 that also question the lore -- and lure -- of Americana. When they hit upon the hot dog, a national symbol of patriotism and also an emblem of the hard-to-digest truth about mass production and labor, consumerism and marketing, it seemed like a natural match for the setting.




The artists Jen Catron and Paul Outlaw. 




The hot dog, Outlaw said, "is celebratory. But it does have a sordid history and a complicated past
.
" With events including WrestleMania-style matches -- another tangled bit of American culture, equal parts bravado and fakery -- and a video series about food carts, in affiliation with the 
Street Vendor Project
, the artists hope to capture that larger story. An opera they wrote is planned for the intimate space inside the hot dog.



There's also an eating competition sponsored by Nathan's, and a hot dog -- as in canine -- pageant. Since they met as M.F.A. students at the Cranbrook Academy of Art in Michigan, Outlaw, 44, and Catron, 39, who is nine months pregnant with their second child, have prioritized fun. 



"
I've always thought that Jen and Paul were a perfect match for Times Square, just from their irreverent humor to the way they play with scale," said Jean Cooney, the director of Times Square Arts. "They definitely have a 'go big or go home' type of attitude."




The EWA wrestler the Zeitgeist (Brian Donnelly), upside down, represented Chicago. The crowd booed.





"We're all sauce girls," said Abi Inman (mustard), who came with Nora Alice Demick (pickle) and Rose Carver (ketchup), toting a bag of hot dogs.




The couple has billed their creation as the world's largest hot dog sculpture, although, they admit, it has not been officially sanctioned by Guinness World Records. By their estimation, it is, at least, longer than the other biggest dog they found, a 
63-footer
 which sits on a Michigan restaurant called 
Wienerlicious
.



The main tension, in New York, was toppings. "This has been a really, more heated conversation than I thought it would be," Catron said. "The regional debates, Chicago vs. New York City; every single town in America, almost, claims a hot dog style." The condiment fervor was nearly political in its zeal, Outlaw added. "Pineapple, potato chips -- they're proud of it!"



To the relief of many, they landed on only a squiggle of mustard. "I had someone tell me that if there was going to be ketchup up on it, they wouldn't come within a hundred feet of it," Cooney said.




A hot-dog-adjacent wrestling match was a perfect fit for Choke Hole's camp sensibilities. "We feel understood," said Vis Queen (Hannah Joffray), in pink.









On Friday, in a battle called "Condiment Wars!!" two troupes, 
EWA
 (Extreme Wrestling Alliance, a local backyard wrestling outfit) and 
Choke Hole
, celebrated drag and queer performers from New Orleans, did their best to settle the score.



Or something. The connection between the action and the wiener was not always clear to the audience. "Wrestling is considerably less dangerous than hot dogs?" ventured Kate Foster, a set decorator, who came with a friend, Blyth Daylong, the director of a performing arts center. He loved the show, even as a seasoning minority. ("I'm ketchup only -- a hard thing to say.")



As the wrestling progressed from EWA's table-breaking antics to the nipple tweaking of Choke Hole, fans oohed or trash-talked, awash in innuendo. Several came dressed for the occasion, as garnish.




Don't fret: Her other earring was mustard.




Surreal barely covered the scene. There was an Elvis, and a shirtless clown that flopped through a baby pool filled with gallons of pungent relish. "My mind is blown," one spectator said, while an EWA star executed a diving move called "the suplex" and the announcers discussed the relative merits of aioli and capers.



Cooney welcomed the subversive -- or ridiculous -- elements. "It's been instilling people, especially New Yorkers, with the sense that Times Square can still be weird and wonderful and magical," she said.



Passers-by stopped to gawk, in a crowd that soon grew four deep outside the barricades. Marie Jeanne Lo was visiting from Paris; would she see something like this there? "Absolument non," she said, smiling.



The mood was joyful, and astounded; even the seen-it-all Times Square security guards laughed. An onion pummeled another character in a corner of the ring: pure delight. Choke Hole got raunchy: howls. The hot dog ascended skyward. When it was all over, the ground was littered with shimmer and confetti, and the air still smelled of pickles.




Elevated on hydraulics, the hot dog blasts confetti 90 feet into the air. "It comes with all the built-in innuendos," Outlaw said. "Not that we draw a picture of that, but it's hard to miss."




Hot Dog in the City



Through June 13 at Duffy Square, shooting confetti daily at noon; 
arts.timessquarenyc.org
.
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In 1974, Florence Ludins-Katz and Elias Katz -- she an artist, he a psychologist -- turned the garage of their Berkeley home into an art studio for adults with developmental disabilities. Across California at that time, people with a range of disabilities were being deinstitutionalized, with little provision made for them after their release. The Katzes viewed art-making as a pathway not only to personal fulfillment for disabled people, but also to their integration into a society that valued their work.



Half a century on, Creative Growth -- as the iconoclastic and influential studio in Oakland was named -- is celebrating its 50th anniversary with an exhibition, 
"Creative Growth: The House That Art Built,"
 at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.



The exhibition draws from SFMOMA's half-million-dollar acquisition of more than 100 Creative Growth artworks, the largest purchase by any American museum of the work of disabled artists. The museum acquired 43 more pieces from Creative Growth's sister organizations in California, also founded by the Katzes: Creativity Explored in San Francisco and NIAD (Nurturing Independence Through Artistic Development) in Richmond.




Jordan King, foreground, and other artists working in a studio space at Creative Growth.




Time was when such work would have been siloed in collections of "Outsider Art" or folk art. Over the past decade, however, it has been increasingly common to see art by developmentally disabled artists integrated, without contextual fanfare, into group shows or biennials. Cultural institutions, from the Museum of Modern Art to the Brooklyn Museum, have occasionally acquired examples of such work, although it is seldom exhibited except in special displays.



What is happening at SFMOMA is different. The acquisition is part of a partnership with Creative Growth through which the museum, led since 2022 by the director Christopher Bedford, pledges to introduce more art by developmentally disabled people from the three Bay Area organizations into its collection displays, and consequently into the canon of modernist art history.



Tom Eccles, executive director of the Center for Curatorial Studies at Bard College, calls the partnership "unprecedented." The art historian Amanda Cachia -- who writes on disability art -- agrees, saying, "The canon as we know it is being reorganized to incorporate the voices of disabled artists who have long been excluded from these narratives. Museums have a long way to go in recognizing contemporary disability art."



The partnership with SFMOMA, which began in late 2022, is a landmark achievement for Tom di Maria, who joined Creative Growth as its executive director in 1999 and has led the organization to become the most successful and widely recognized studio of its kind in the United States.



The exhibition "Creative Growth: The House That Art Built" opened April 5, showcasing nearly 70 standout works by 11 of the center's hundreds of current and former artists, alongside a newly commissioned mural in the museum by the acclaimed Creative Growth artist William Scott.




William Scott, one of Creative Growth's stars, has a newly commissioned mural in the SFMOMA exhibition.




The partnership constitutes the breach of the institution's high walls that Creative Growth has been striving toward for years. While it may signal a turning point for disability arts, it also comes at a time of change for the organization, as di Maria, 65, looks to retirement and its staff has moved to unionize.



In 2019, di Maria tried to step back from his position as Creative Growth's leader, first by sharing the position of director, then later moving into a director emeritus role. New appointments did not stay in leadership roles for long. The pandemic complicated matters further, interrupting Creative Growth's operations. Since December, when the executive director, Ginger Shulick Porcella, left after 12 months, di Maria stepped in once again as interim executive director.




William Scott's mural at the entrance of the exhibition titled "Praise Frisco: Peace and Love in the City." Throughout his artistic career, Scott has painted his vision of a utopian San Francisco.




Di Maria tells me that this kind of leadership problem is common in art nonprofits, where long-term directors broadened their job descriptions as their organizations grew. "When they step away," he said in an interview, "you're looking for somebody that's going to be the fund-raiser, the curatorial director, the HR person, the grant-writer, all in one."



Under di Maria's leadership, Creative Growth has evolved in ways that make it barely recognizable from the nonprofit he inherited. Its annual budget has risen to $3.4 million from $900,000 in 1999, about a third of which is raised from sales of the artists' work. (Art sales totaled around $20,000 annually when he joined. When artists sell their work through Creative Growth, the organization takes a 50 percent cut.)



Di Maria has advanced the Katzes' legacy by pushing to integrate the work made by Creative Growth artists into the mainstream commercial art world. During his tenure, artworks have been acquired by museums including the Pompidou Center in Paris, the Tate in London and the Museum of Modern Art in New York. Two Creative Growth artists, Judith Scott and Dan Miller, exhibited in the 2017 Venice Biennale. Many others have had solo shows at respected commercial galleries across the world.




Judith Scott's "Untitled" sculpture from 2004; on the wall, two untitled works from Dan Miller. Both Scott and Miller exhibited in the 2017 Venice Biennale. 




The sale of artworks by disabled people, di Maria says, is a means of "getting a seat at the table." Collectors acquire often-inexpensive works, and become invested in the lives of the makers; dealers take notice, and put on shows; prices go up; museum boards promote the work they own to curators; work gets donated to museum collections. Once the art is inside the museum, the real work can begin: changing the way the public values and understands the lives of disabled artists.



On one level, the exhibition -- organized by the SFMOMA curators Jenny Gheith and Nancy Lee -- presents a social history of disability arts in the Bay Area and the Katzes' groundbreaking initiatives. This story is told through a well-designed interpretive display in a new gallery called "Art in Your Life," and in cases of ephemera such as fund-raising letters and event announcements that frame the exhibition in documentary terms.



On another level, however, it is a show of art as accomplished as any in the museum. The first gallery showcases work by three of Creative Growth's pre-eminent figures, and one emerging talent. Dwight Mackintosh, who died in 1999, was one of the first artists from the organization to win international attention for his drawings. Using felt-tip and colored paint, in his looping hand, he drew groups of translucent figures often surrounded by a distinctive, intermittently legible script.




"Untitled" (1988) by Dwight Mackintosh, one of the first artists from the organization to win international attention for his drawings. 





"Untitled" (1981) by Dwight Mackintosh, a drawing of a school bus featuring the artist's distinctive, intermittently legible script. 




Mackintosh's repetitive mark-making rhymes with the intensely overlaid words and shapes in drawings and paintings of Dan Miller, 62, and in an assemblage sculpture by Judith Scott, who died in 2005: a small chair wrapped with strips of fabric and twine, tying in other items including a basket and a bicycle wheel. Meanings are buried deeply in these works.



Do not confuse such practices with art therapy. Just like professional artists who work and rework a set of ideas and motifs, Mackintosh, Miller and Scott spent decades honing private languages, resulting in oeuvres that embody their powerful personal visions.




"Untitled" (2021) by Dan Miller features overlays of words and images. It contains words and references known only to the artist, often hidden beneath layers of subsequent marks.




In that first gallery is also an arresting video by Susan Janow, 43, her first foray into the medium. In "Questions?" (2018), Janow stares into the camera, tight-lipped, while questions are asked of her (in a voice-over, also recorded by Janow), ranging from the banal -- "Do you wear a watch?" -- to the existential -- "Do you trust others easily?" "Who do you miss?" "Where do you see yourself in 10 years?" Her art reveals that her interior life is shaped as much by inquiry as by confident conclusion.



Another highlight of the exhibition is a vivacious untitled abstract painting, from 2021, by the Berkeley-based Joseph Alef, 43. In an exhibition text, Alef explains that nonfigurative work makes it "easier to get all of the emotions out." These texts admirably elucidate artists' processes and approaches without disclosing the nature of their disabilities, which might risk skewing viewers' interpretation of their art.




"Questions?" (2018), a video in which the artist Susan Janow looks into the camera, tight-lipped, while questions are asked of her in voice-over.





Joseph Alef's "Untitled" from 2021. Nonfigurative work, Alef explains in an exhibition text, "makes it 'easier to get all of the emotions out.'"




If some artists choose to share details of their lives through their art, that is their prerogative. Camille Holvoet, 71, who worked at Creative Growth until 2021, makes cheerfully frank, brightly colored drawings of her joys, anxieties and hopes. Created between 1987 and 1998, the pictures on view depict her medications, her fear of public transport, her experience of moving to a new group home, and -- poignantly, in this context -- a picture of a smiling woman next to stacks of cash and checks: "Making More as Mush Money as a Good Artist, Without No SSI Cuts and No Pay Tax."



Ordinarily, I am not inclined toward such illustrative artwork. But Holvoet's pictures achieve one of the most profound aims of the exhibition, and indeed of Creative Growth's founders: to help disabled artists thrive as individuals with agency and potential. Whether an artist is using creative work to narrate their life story or to transcend their circumstances, making art is a deeply assertive act.




"Camille Is Moving to a New Home" by Camille Holvoet.




Exemplary is William Scott's commissioned mural "Praise Frisco: Peace and Love in the City," part of the museum's "Bay Area Walls" series. Over the course of his artistic career, Scott, 59, has painted his vision of a utopian San Francisco of the future, a city he calls "Praise Frisco" which incorporates rejuvenated elements of his past. In his mural at SFMOMA, we see smiling, youthful versions of himself and his mother, alongside a spotless depiction of the Alice Griffith public housing development where he grew up. (Also present are green flying saucers, labeled "Wholesome Skyline Friendly Organizations.")



Three days before this triumphant exhibition opened, di Maria received a letter from Creative Growth staff members announcing their intention to unionize. "Forming a union will help ensure more equitable hiring and pay practices, standardized benefits, greater protections, safer working conditions, and improved procedures around transparency and accountability," it read.



Di Maria accepted unionization soon after, on April 11. In recent years, staff members at arts institutions across the country from museums to art schools have been unionizing. Sam Lefebvre, a part-time artist aide and member of the union Creative Growth United, told me that high turnover, owing to unsustainable working conditions, can negatively affect the artists, who may form close bonds with studio facilitators, and who often respond best to routine and stability.



At this moment of transition for both Creative Growth and SFMOMA, all eyes are on the future. Museums across the country are working to connect more deeply with their audiences, and by including and celebrating the work of disabled artists in their collections, they will better reflect the lives and experiences of all their visitors.



"One in four people in the United States identifies with disability," the scholar Jessica Cooley, who writes on disability arts and museum studies, said in an interview. "Disability art and artists are already everywhere, in every collection, making incredible impacts on the art world." SFMOMA's partnership with Creative Growth can be seen just as an acknowledgment of the contributions disabled artists have made to art history.
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Russia Hits Ukrainian Power Plants, Further Straining Energy System



The assault, a day after Vladimir V. Putin was sworn in for a fifth term as Russian president, is part of a wider campaign to cut off power to Ukraine's civilians.




Surveying the damage of a house hit during a Russian strike in the Kyiv region of Ukraine on Wednesday.




By Constant Meheut


May 08, 2024


A large Russian missile and drone assault caused serious damage to several power plants across Ukraine early Wednesday, Ukrainian officials said. It was Russia's fifth attack on energy facilities in the past month and a half, part of a broader campaign aimed at 
cutting off electricity to swaths of the country
 and making life miserable for civilians.



Ukraine's largest private electricity company, DTEK, 
said in a statement
 that three thermal power plants had been hit, further straining Ukraine's electricity generation capacity, which was already reeling from previous assaults. The company said that 80 percent of its available generating capacity had been damaged or destroyed by the recent attacks.



Ukrenergo, Ukraine's national electricity company, 
said that it might have to cut power
 to some domestic and industrial customers on Wednesday evening as a result. "You have to be prepared for this," Volodymyr Kudritskyi, the head of Ukrenergo, 
told the Ukrainian news media
.



The attacks have hit Ukraine at a particularly difficult moment. The country is facing a shortage of air defense weapons and ammunition amid pauses in Western aid, meaning that its ability to intercept airstrikes has been severely compromised.



The latest assault -- a day after 
Vladimir V. Putin was sworn in for a fifth term as Russia's president
 and a day before Russia celebrates the anniversary of its victory in World War II -- also reflected Mr. Putin's confidence in the current war, 
in which his troops now have the upper hand
 on the battlefield.



The strikes also hit Ukraine on the day when, like most European countries, it commemorates World War II. Ukraine moved the date up by one day last year in an effort to break with Soviet-era traditions.



"Today, everyone who remembers World War II and has survived to this day feels a sense of deja vu," President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said on social media
, drawing comparisons between the Nazi and Russian invasions of Ukraine.



"Russia has brought the terrible past back into the daily news, proving with each new crime that Nazism has revived," he said in a video that he said was shot in the basement of building in a village in northern Ukraine where Russian forces 
held all the villagers prisoner
 at the start of the invasion in February 2022.



On Wednesday, air raid alarms blared through Ukrainian cities and villages for several hours in the early morning, sending people scrambling for shelter and checking official social media channels to find out which Russian missiles were hurtling toward them.



The 
Ukrainian Air Force
 said that the attack involved 55 missiles and 21 drones, and that it had shot down about 70 percent of the missiles and nearly all the drones. The weapons that broke through hit energy facilities in central, western and southern Ukraine, including a gas storage facility and a power plant in the western Lviv region, 
according to the regional governor, Maksym Kozytskyi
.



Roman, a 30-year-old worker at a DTEK power plant that was hit, said that he had been in the plant's control room when it came under attack. All of the walls were shaking, he said, and he hid behind a column to protect himself from the blast. Some equipment was destroyed, and some can be repaired, said the worker, who asked not to disclose his surname or the plant's location for security reasons.



Days earlier, Russian shelling of power facilities in the Sumy region of northeastern Ukraine temporarily left more than 400,000 people without electricity. The country's power system has been so damaged by Russian strikes that 
Ukraine imported 225,000 megawatt-hours of electricity
 last month, according to Energy Company of Ukraine, the country's state energy trader -- a record so far this year and a third higher than in March.



Mykola Bielieskov, a military analyst at the government-run National Institute for Strategic Studies in Ukraine, said the strikes were meant "to inflict as much pain on civilians as possible, to make life untenable and the state dysfunctional."



Ukraine has been pressing its allies in recent months to provide it with more air defense weapons and ammunition, in particular American-made Patriot surface-to-air missile batteries -- the only system proven capable of taking down Russia's sophisticated ballistic missiles.



Spain said on Monday
 that Patriot missiles it had promised had arrived in Ukraine, without specifying how many. And on Tuesday, President Klaus Iohannis of Romania 
said he had discussed the possibility
 of sending a Patriot system to Ukraine with President Biden during a meeting at the White House.



But European partners have been generally reluctant to part with their limited stocks of advanced air defense systems. And 
it could be weeks or months
 before some of the interceptors included in the recently approved multibillion-dollar American military aid package reach the Ukrainian battlefield.



Maria Varenikova
 contributed reporting.
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Kim Ki-Nam, Chief Propagandist in North Korea for Decades, Dies at 94



Mr. Kim, who served under all three generations of the country's ruling family, was likened to Joseph Goebbels, Nazi Germany's propaganda minister.




A photograph released by North Korean state media showed Kim Jong-un, center, the ruler of the country, at a service in Pyongyang for Kim Ki-nam, who died on Tuesday.




By Choe Sang-Hun


May 08, 2024


Kim Ki-nam, who was often called "North Korea's Goebbels," a reference to the Nazi propagandist, because of his role in manufacturing and enforcing totalitarian propaganda for all three generations of the country's ruling Kim family, has died at 94, North Korean state media reported on Wednesday.



Mr. Kim, who was not related to the North Korean dictators, died of multiple organ failures on Tuesday after having been sick for a year, according to the state media reports. It was not immediately clear where he had died.



Mr. Kim's tenure as the leader of North Korea's propaganda apparatus extended from the days of Kim Il-sung, who founded the country at the end of World War II, to 2017.



Propaganda
 is central to the Kim family's Stalinist grip on power. The daily coverage of North Korea's news media, all state-controlled, brims with propaganda designed to keep its 26 million people in the thrall of a personality cult surrounding the ruling family.



All North Koreans are required to wear lapel pins bearing the images of Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il, the grandfather and father of the current leader, Kim Jong-un. Their portraits hang on the wall of every home and every office building.



In school textbooks and TV cartoons, the leaders are depicted as capable of turning tree leaves into boats and pine cones into grenades. In every North Korean town, ubiquitous posters and slogans warn of a coming invasion of "American imperialists" and exhort people to turn themselves into "guns and bombs" 
to defend the Kim family.




Kim Ki-nam earned comparisons to Joseph Goebbels, Nazi Germany's propaganda minister.




This was the work of Kim Ki-nam, who earned comparisons to Joseph Goebbels, Nazi Germany's propaganda minister.



Mr. Kim was one of the last remaining nonagenarian officials who had survived 
frequent purges
 and served the Kim family for three generations. He was particularly close to Kim Jong-il and was a regular attendee of the leader's late-night parties, according to North Korean experts.



When he visited Seoul in 2005, Mr. Kim became the first North Korean official to visit the South Korean national cemetery, a gesture he could not have made without the approval of Kim Jong-il. He led another North Korean delegation to Seoul in 2009 to offer condolences on the death of 
Kim Dae-jung
, the former South Korean president who held the first inter-Korean summit with Kim Jong-il in 2000.



Kim Ki-nam was one of the seven top Workers' Party officials and People's Army generals who joined Kim Jong-un to escort the bier of Kim Jong-il, 
who died in 2011
.



In the monolithic rule of the Kim family in Pyongyang, North Korea's capital, top officials outside Kim Jong-un's immediate kin are ultimately considered expendable. That made Kim Ki-nam's longevity even more remarkable.




People paid respects this year before a mosaic depicting the former North Korean leaders Kim Il-sung, left, and his son Kim Jong-il.




He won Kim Jong-un's trust by helping the young leader 
establish his domestic leadership
 in the wake of his father's death.



In what was considered a masterly propaganda scheme by outside analysts, Kim Jong-un was coifed and dressed like his grandfather, Kim Il-sung, when he made his public debut as heir apparent. Kim Il-sung is still revered as a godlike figure by North Koreans. Every detail of Kim Jong-un's public appearance -- from the hat and great coat he wore to the way he held his cigarette -- was choreographed to invoke the image of the founder of North Korea.



Kim Jong-un visited the bier of Mr. Kim early Wednesday to pay tribute. The government's Korean Central News Agency said he did so "with bitter grief over the loss of a veteran revolutionary who, as a competent official in the party's ideological field, had remained boundlessly loyal."
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For Bulgarian Voters, It's Groundhog Day, Again



The nation faces its sixth general election in three years. "I've done this so many times people have started to feel pity for me," one legislator said about campaigning.




A rally of the "We Continue the Change" party in Bulgaria's capital, Sofia, in 2022 ahead of an earlier election. Bulgaria will hold elections again in June with a vote for a new Parliament.




By Andrew Higgins


May 08, 2024


For citizens of the United States, Britain, India and dozens of other countries around the world, 2024 is a big, high-stakes 
election year
.



For Dimitar Naydenov, a Bulgarian member of Parliament and restaurant owner, it offers only yet another Groundhog Day: Bulgaria in June holds its sixth general election in three years with a vote for a new Parliament. The total number of elections in those years is even higher -- eight -- if those for president and European Parliament are included.



"The same thing over and over. I'm very tired," Mr. Naydenov said, shuddering at the thought that he will soon be back doing what he does before each Election Day -- pitching a campaign tent in the central square of Burgas, a port city on the Black Sea, and standing for hours each day pleading with passers-by for their votes.



"I've done this so many times people have started to feel pity for me," he said.



But pity Bulgarian voters, too. They keep casting ballots only to discover that the politicians they choose cannot form a stable government. So back to the polls, they go. Again and again.



Bulgaria is part of a wider problem shared across much of Europe, particularly former communist lands to the east: deep disillusionment with politicians and even the democratic process. But, as the poorest country in the European Union and also 
one of its most corrupt
, Bulgaria has developed an unusually acute case of democratic dysfunction and disinterest.



On the surface, little divides Bulgaria's two main political parties in their stated ideology. With the exception of the ultranationalist Revival party, support for which has surged during three years of constant elections, all profess strong support for Bulgaria's membership in NATO and the European Union and hostility to Russia over its 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine
.



But they are sharply divided on how to tackle corruption, which they each blame on their rivals, and how to purge state institutions of its influence.



Voter turnout has plummeted to 40 percent in the 
last general election
, held less than a year ago, from 
83 percent in the first post-Communist vote f
or Parliament in 1991.



The low turnout, however, has been fairly constant throughout the recent spate of voting, suggesting that while a majority of voters see little point in elections, the public's disillusionment has plateaued and that many have not yet given up.




Bulgarians waiting at a polling station in Sofia in April 2023. Voter turnout in general elections has steadily declined since 1991.




"We have a highly volatile electorate looking for a savior," said Ruzha Smilova, a professor of political science at Sofia University in the Bulgarian capital.



After the turmoil that followed the collapse of communism, Bulgarians looked to their former king, Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, who, after a half-century in exile, returned to form a political party. He was elected prime minister in 2001 on promises to transform the country in just 800 days.



He did not do that, though he did get Bulgaria into NATO in 2004. He lost electoral support and retired from politics.



"Messianic figures," Ms. Smilova said, "usually only create disappointment and lead people to look for another savior." Alternatively, they lead people to lose faith in the system and check out from politics.



Only 27 percent of Bulgarians, according to a 
survey last year by Globsec,
 a research group, trust their government. That was down from 35 percent in 2020 and below the 39 percent of people who trust the authorities in neighboring Romania, another often troubled former communist country.



Romania has recently seen a surge in support for a far-right party ahead of parliamentary and presidential election later this year. But its government, a shaky coalition of leftists and center-right liberals, has, unlike Bulgaria's, managed to stagger on for four years.



The use of elections to try, so far in vain, to break Bulgaria's political deadlock is at least a sign that the country has broken with the artificial stability of the communist era, when the same party always won and ruled unchallenged from 1946 until 1989.



But some fear that voters, fed up with constant churn, could opt for a would-be strongman leader promising an iron hand and order, a
s voters in Slovakia did in a September legislative election.



"I worry that after so many elections people will be ready to say: 'Great, we finally have a strong, stable leadership,'" said Vessela Tcherneva, who was a foreign policy adviser to a short-lived Bulgarian coalition government and is now deputy director in Sofia of the European Council on Foreign Relations.



When the European Union in 2006 approved Bulgaria's membership application, its prime minister at the time, Sergei Stanishev, declared: "This is the genuine and final fall of the Berlin Wall for Bulgaria."




Bulgarians welcoming the new year and accession to the European Union on Jan. 1, 2007, in Sofia.




In many ways, however, the wall is still standing thanks to one of communism's most noxious and enduring legacies -- the capture of state institutions by entrenched political and business interests.



"The post communist transition is still not finished. It is not about communism as an ideology anymore but about whether institutions should be independent," another former prime minister, Kiril Petkov, said, referring to courts, regulatory agencies, prosecutors and state companies.



Mr. Petkov, a Harvard-educated leader of a party that says it wants to break the grip of vested interests on law enforcement and the judiciary, became prime minister in 2021 for what was supposed to be a four-year term at the head of a coalition government united under the slogan "zero tolerance for corruption." He lasted seven months.



"The system is very resilient as we have discovered over the past few years," said 
Dimitar Bechev,
 a Bulgarian lecturer at Oxford University's School of Global and Area Studies. "It generates corruption and clientelism so there is no critical mass for reform of the status quo," he added.



The 
U.S. Treasury Department last year imposed sanctions on
 five current and former Bulgarian officials from across the political spectrum, including two former ministers, over "their extensive involvement in corruption," including what it said was the bribery of judges and officials.



Announcing the unusual move to freeze the assets of influential figures in a member of the European Union, Treasury said the five men's "diverse profiles and longstanding prominence in Bulgarian politics illustrate the extent to which corruption has become entrenched across ministries, parties and state-owned industries and demonstrate the critical need for the political will to implement rule of law reform and to fight corruption."




Kiril Petkov became prime minister in 2021 for what was supposed to be a four-year term. He lasted less than a year.




An earlier round of American sanctions in 2021 targeted Delyan Peevski, a former media mogul and a leader of a Bulgarian 
political party
 that ostensibly represents the interests of the Turkish minority. Mr. Peevski
, according to the U.S. Treasury
, "has regularly engaged in corruption, using influence peddling and bribes to protect himself from public scrutiny and exert control over key institutions."



A plethora of upstart populist parties promising a new start have come and gone over the years, diluting support for more mainstream forces. Attack, a party led by a far-right television presenter, briefly surged but has now been replaced on the ultranationalist flank by Revival, which, according to 
opinion polls,
 has gone from being a tiny fringe outfit in 2021 to become the country's third most popular party.



Bulgaria's most enduring would-be savior is Boyko Borissov, a three-time prime minister and former bodyguard who first rose to prominence as the mayor of Sofia, presenting himself as Bulgaria's Batman -- a tough, no-nonsense avenger who would rid Gotham of corruption and instability.



Instead, he struggled with a long series of corruption scandals involving himself and his close allies. One of the most embarrassing erupted in 2020 after a photograph appeared in the news media showing the prime minister asleep naked in his official residence next to a night stand with a handgun. 
Other photographs showed the drawer of the night stand
 stuffed with 500-euro notes and gold ingots.



Mr. Borissov said that he typically kept a handgun nearby but that the photographs had been doctored, dismissing them as a politically motivated smear. He said voters, not leaked images, would decide on his fate, boasting that "nobody can beat me in elections."



He lost the next election, eventually ceding power to Mr. Petkov, a founder of "We Continue the Change," a party that rallied voters by vowing to break corrupt ties between politicians and business and free the judiciary and other state institutions from the influence of politics and money.




Boyko Borissov, a three-time prime minister and former bodyguard, rose to prominence as the mayor of Sofia, presenting himself as Bulgaria's Batman.




But, with Mr. Petkov's party trailing the polls, Mr. Borissov could well be back, at least for a time, when voters again go to the polls in June.



Now facing his fifth election since he left office and short of money to fund yet another campaign, Mr. Petkov in an interview said he was losing hope that the June vote would break the political deadlock and give a clear mandate for change.



"I'm exhausted," he said.



Boryana Dzhambazova
 contributed reporting from Sofia, Bulgaria.
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Mayor Brandon Johnson of Chicago understands the comparison to 1968. Once again, the city is gearing up to host a late-summer Democratic National Convention against a backdrop of fury and antiwar campus protests from the party's younger, leftist flank.



But that is where the parallel ends for Mr. Johnson.



"We're a different city. I'm a different mayor. And our Police Department is in a much different place than it was in 1968," he said in an interview last week.



Mr. Johnson, a 48-year-old Democrat who has served one year in office, stressed that this was not the same Chicago as the one that erupted into chaos during the 1968 convention. Then, police officers attacked protesters with billy clubs, dragging them out of Grant Park in a show of bloody force. This time, the Chicago Police Department is undergoing extensive training and preparation, officials said, including de-escalation techniques, as they do before other protests and large events.



And Mr. Johnson, who was elected mayor after a career as a social studies teacher, labor organizer and county commissioner, drew a sharp distinction between himself and Mayor Richard J. Daley, the powerful leader who ran Chicago during the 1968 convention and whose own Police Department stoked tensions and violence.



"We've been through these type of challenges before," Mr. Johnson said. "But the difference is who's in charge right now," he said, adding that he had been part of "countless peaceful demonstrations" throughout his life.




"We're a different city. I'm a different mayor. And our Police Department is in a much different place than it was in 1968," Mayor Brandon Johnson said in an interview.




The August convention, which a few protesters have argued for canceling altogether, presents a particular political balancing act for Mr. Johnson, who was elected with support from Chicago's most liberal segment. He must satisfy his heavily progressive base, including voters who sympathize with the goals of antiwar demonstrators, and also a broad contingent of Chicagoans who want to keep the city safe and free of major disruptions.



Already, the pro-Palestinian protests that have emerged on campuses across the country, including in Chicago, seemed to be revealing glimpses of the mayor's approach. On Tuesday morning, 
as University of Chicago police officers in helmets and shields dismantled a pro-Palestinian encampment
 that had been stationed on the university quad for more than a week, Mr. Johnson's office issued a statement signaling the mayor's discomfort with the university's actions, saying that his office had communicated "serious safety and operational concerns" about the plan.



A university spokesman added that the Chicago Police Department had declined a request to help remove the encampment.



And the mayor's confidence that Chicago will host a "peaceful, vibrant, energetic" convention for four days in August is in contrast with the tensions already building beyond college campuses: Organizations protesting Israel's invasion of Gaza have regularly marched through downtown Chicago in recent months and vowed to do so in larger numbers in August.




Democrats on the convention floor in 1968.





Police officers held a demonstrator in front of the Conrad Hilton during the convention in 1968.




Last week, the American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois filed a federal 
lawsuit
 against the city on behalf of a protest group, arguing that Chicago officials were infringing on activists' First Amendment rights by denying permits to march close to the convention, which will take place from Aug. 19 to Aug. 22. Groups have been offered Grant Park, near Lake Michigan, as a protest venue, but they have objected that it is too far from the United Center, one of the convention sites, about three miles away.



The campus demonstrations and clashes have only intensified concerns that discord within the Democratic Party will carry over to the national convention, which will draw President Biden, members of Congress, governors and thousands of party delegates, in addition to news outlets from all over the world.



Byron Sigcho-Lopez, a City Council member in Chicago who is an outspoken member of the Progressive Caucus, said he believed the convention should not be held in Chicago, considering the growing frustration over President Biden's handling of the conflict in the Middle East since Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7. The council is officially nonpartisan but overwhelmingly Democratic, with some independents.



"I think it will be tremendously challenging," he said, adding that he supported the pro-Palestinian protesters but that he was particularly concerned about violence from counterprotesters with extremist roots. "They intend to create chaos in our city and create violence in our city."



Hatem Abudayyeh, the national chair of the U.S. Palestinian Community Network, said his group had planned to join protests outside the D.N.C. even before the war in Gaza began last fall. But as fighting continues overseas, Palestinian issues have become the focus of planned demonstrations in Chicago, rather than one cause among many.



"The scope of this thing changed in October," said Mr. Abudayyeh, who lives in the Chicago area, which has one of the country's largest populations of Palestinian Americans.



Mr. Abudayyeh's group has protested repeatedly in recent months, interrupting events by members of Congress, blocking traffic and protesting members of the D.N.C.'s executive committee when they visited Chicago.



"We're putting them on notice that anytime they come here between now and August -- and, of course, in that week of August -- that they should expect that we're going to be there to protest," he said.



Andy Thayer, an activist in Chicago and a member of the group Bodies Outside of Unjust Laws, said that his organization, which advocates reproductive and gay rights, planned to march where they wanted, "permit or no permit."



"If the city wants to look really bad, they'll try to take action against us that day," he said. "We want strong protests that put our issues front and center."




Demonstrators marched through downtown Chicago this year calling for the convention to be canceled.





Protesters held signs in the chill.




Mr. Thayer said he did not expect physical clashes from his group, but believed that a fear of violence from demonstrations was being used as an excuse to deny protesters their First Amendment rights.



Daniel O'Shea, a former high-ranking official for the Chicago Police Department, said that law enforcement would be watching for signs of agitators who join a protest with the intent to disrupt it or break the law.



"That's the hard part," he said, noting that those people might try to conceal their identities or carry backpacks with objects to attack police officers.



Security for the convention is coordinated by the U.S. Secret Service, which has been preparing with federal, state and local agencies for more than a year.



Anthony Guglielmi, a spokesman for the Secret Service, said that the agency was working to establish perimeters around the convention sites, the United Center and McCormick Place. A command center to coordinate all of the security aspects of the convention will be placed in an undisclosed location outside of Chicago.



Mr. Guglielmi, also a former Chicago Police Department official, pointed out that the city was accustomed to hosting mass gatherings, including parades, sports championships, concerts and even former President Barack Obama's election night extravaganza, which drew tens of thousands of people to Grant Park. Chicago hosted its most recent Democratic National Convention in 1996.



"There's no city in the United States better prepared and equipped to handle protests and demonstrations than Chicago," Mr. Guglielmi said, adding that law enforcement was "not going to tolerate unlawful or destructive behavior."



Though the city and its police force have both changed since 1968, complaints about police misconduct persist, and the department is currently operating under a court-enforced consent decree.



Many in Chicago see hosting the convention as an opportunity, said Bill Conway, a City Council member whose ward includes parts of downtown and the Near West Side. 



"We are, first off, making sure that we're prepared and are able to work through the standard inconveniences that come from having an event of this magnitude just nearby," he said. "But businesses are very excited about the hospitality benefit of having tens of thousands of visitors."



Chicago will receive $75 million in federal funding to help offset security costs for the convention. Matt Hill, a spokesman for the Democratic National Convention, said in a statement: "Peaceful protest is fundamental to American democracy and has been a fixture of political conventions for decades."




Final preparations at the United Center ahead of the 1996 Democratic National Convention in Chicago.





President Bill Clinton, who was running for a second term, with his family at the 1996 convention. 




City officials are speeding up beautification projects around Chicago, improving streetscapes and removing graffiti near the expressways, hoping that the city will be shining by August.



They also said that they hoped Chicagoans would get involved with the convention rather than leave the city to avoid the fuss. Mr. Johnson vowed minimal disruption to residents, who will still be going to work and out to restaurants, and riding trains.



For the mayor, the convention carries both opportunity and risk, with the images that emerge from it potentially shaping perceptions of Mr. Johnson's leadership for years to come.



"You have thousands of delegates from around the country and around the world who will be in the city of Chicago, and I want to make sure that they're able to see the fullness of our city, the beauty of our city, the soul of our city," Mr. Johnson said.



Chicago's last time in such a spotlight, 
the NATO summit in 2012
, received mostly positive reviews. Protesters came in large numbers and arrests were made, but skirmishes with the police were mostly contained. There was no significant property damage.



Garry F. McCarthy, the city's police superintendent in 2012, said that months of training, police infiltration of activist groups to collect intelligence, and the strategic use of bicycles by officers to redirect protest marches helped keep order that year. He also said that having officers start the day in their normal patrol uniforms, rather than in riot gear, helped tamp down tensions, even though it baffled some on his command staff.



"They prepared for a riot because they expected one," said Chief McCarthy, who now leads the Police Department in Willow Springs, Ill., a small suburb. "And I said: 'If you want a riot, we can create one. Let's try to de-escalate everything, because confrontation begets confrontation.'"



Chief McCarthy, 
who was fired
 by Chicago's mayor in 2015 over his response to the fatal police shooting of Laquan McDonald, said city leaders had not sought him out for advice on this year's convention. He said the playbook and experiences from NATO in 2012 could help, though he worried that the tensions over Gaza would make a challenging policing task even harder.



"I think it's going to be very tough for the Chicago Police Department," he said, adding, "My expectation is that you're going to see people from all over the country, maybe even all over the world."
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Democrats, Sensing Shift on Abortion Rights Among Latinas, Push for More Gains



Hispanic views on the issue vary widely, and Democrats face hurdles, but opportunities, too. As one House candidate said: "I go to Mass, but I also support a woman's right to choose."




Latina Democrats gathered late last month at El Portal, a longtime center of Latino political activity in Phoenix, to discuss abortion rights.




By Jazmine Ulloa


May 08, 2024


Hours before Arizona state legislators 
voted to repeal an 1864
 abortion ban last month, a group of mostly Latina Democrats huddled at a nearby Mexican restaurant for a strategy session on galvanizing Latina voters over abortion rights.



"I am 23 -- why do I have less rights than my abuelita in Mexico?" Melissa Herrera, a Democratic campaign staffer, asked the cluster of women at the restaurant, referring to her grandmother.



The question crystallized what Democrats hope will be a decisive electoral factor in their favor this year, one that upends conventional political wisdom: A majority of Latino voters now support abortion rights, according to polls, a reversal from two decades ago. Polling trends, interviews with strategists and election results in Ohio and Virginia, where abortion rights played a central role, suggest 
Democrats' optimism
 regarding Latinas -- once considered too religious or too socially conservative to support abortion rights -- could bear out.



Since the Supreme Court struck down Roe v. Wade in 2022, stringent curbs have been taking effect in Republican-dominated states. In Arizona, for one, 
the May 2 repeal
 of the blanket ban from 1864 still leaves abortions governed by a two-year-old law prohibiting the procedure after 15 weeks of pregnancy, with no exception for rape or incest.



As of April 2023, according to 
the Pew Research Center
, 62 percent of Latinos believed abortion should be legal in all or most cases. Twenty years earlier, most Hispanics told Pew that they opposed abortion rights by a nearly two-to-one margin. (The most recent polling has been conducted online, instead of over the phone, but the surveys show an overall gradual shift in opinions.)




The fight for abortion rights "is still not over," said Mary Rose Wilcox, who owns El Portal.




Latino majorities came out in favor of reproductive rights in 2023 elections in Ohio and Virginia, according to other surveys, and women played a major role in stalling the shift of Hispanic voters toward the Republican Party in 2022, when many voted for Democrats, citing abortion and reproductive health as the most important issue.



"Abortion is going to be an essential issue this cycle,"
 
said
 
Victoria McGroary, the executive director of BOLD PAC, the campaign arm of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus. "We are going to see what I think is going to be crystal-clear evidence that reproductive freedom matters to Latino voters."



Surveys show
 the diversity of the Latino voting population still poses some obstacles for Democrats, with support for abortion rights varying based on factors including age, geography and party affiliation. Latino voters in 
South Texas
 and 
South Florida
 remain more culturally conservative, and a majority of 
Latino evangelicals
, a growing segment of the population, still says abortion should be illegal.



Within that culturally conservative world, many remain unmoved.



Leaving a shopping plaza in Phoenix, Daisy Ochoa, 31, a paralegal, said she was planning to vote for Republicans in November because their stances on the issue are in line with her Christian faith.



"I believe that if there is life, there is life," she said. "I don't think anybody should take life, unless there's some threat to the mom."



But outside a grocery store near downtown, Gina Fernandez, 52, a Democrat and an administrative assistant, offered signs that Democrats had struck a nerve. She said she had been raised in a Mexican American and Roman Catholic household but had considered her right to abortion a foregone conclusion until the Supreme Court overturned Roe. That jolted her and her 19-year-old daughter. She used to vote for the best candidate regardless of party affiliation, Ms. Fernandez said.



"This cycle, I'm voting for all Democrats," she said.




Gina Fernandez said she was motivated by the fall of Roe v. Wade to vote for Democrats exclusively.




Democratic officials and activists in Arizona point to lingering 
uncertainty
 over abortion access in the state, since the repeal will not take effect until 90 days after the Legislature adjourns for the summer. That, they say, is fueling support for a November ballot initiative that would enshrine the right to abortion in the state's Constitution -- and could lift Democrats up and down the ballot.



"It is still not over," said Mary Rose Wilcox, a former city councilwoman and elected county official who owns El Portal, the restaurant that has served as a center of Latino political activity in Phoenix and hosted the April strategy session. "We need a straight law that safeguards protections."



The women also said they needed to counter what they called misconceptions about Latino voters' conservatism.



"I always say I'm a pro-choice Catholic," Raquel Teran, a Democratic House candidate who convened the round-table meeting, said in an interview. "I go to Mass, but I also support a woman's right to choose."




Raquel Teran, a Democratic House candidate, organized the gathering at El Portal.




Rosie Villegas-Smith, a Mexican immigrant who founded Voces Unidas por la Vida, an anti-abortion organization in Phoenix, said she believed Hispanic support for abortion rights in recent polling was overblown. She accused Democrats of fear-mongering and misleading voters on the issue.



"They speak in euphemisms and say abortion is health care but abortion is not health care," she said. "Once Latinos learn what abortion truly is, they are against it."



Republicans at the national level argue that abortion is 
not going to matter more to Latinos
 than crime, border security or the economy, particularly among working-class families worried about the cost of gas and groceries.



"You have seen Republicans making up ground with Latino voters because of a message on those issues," said Jack Pandol, a spokesman for the National Republican Congressional Committee, the campaign arm of House Republicans. "They have a better message on improving quality of life, on bringing costs down, on making communities safe."



A crop of Latina Democratic candidates is nonetheless running on abortion rights in districts with large or fast-growing Hispanic populations. In interviews, some said the fall of Roe had made the issue more urgent for their constituencies -- and made voters more receptive to their message that abortion access was crucial to personal freedom and health care, even if the voters themselves were against the procedure.




Rosie Villegas-Smith, who runs an anti-abortion organization in Phoenix, said she believed Latino support for abortion in recent polling was overblown.




In Oregon, Representative Andrea Salinas, who in 2022 became one of the first two Hispanic candidates 
elected to Congress
 from the state, said she cast the issue of abortion rights as a matter of "empowering women to make their own personal choices with their doctor."



"I didn't have as much as my competitors to put out glossy mailers or fancy television ads, but what I did have I used to lean into reproductive rights," said Ms. Salinas, adding that the issue helped fuel her victory in a northeastern district home to the most Latinos in the state.



Ms. Teran, who is running to become the first Latina to represent Arizona in Congress, recalled that Democratic operatives cautioned her not to talk about her past work experience with Planned Parenthood, an abortion rights group, when she first ran for a state legislative seat in 2018 because it was a Latino-heavy district. She disregarded that advice and won.



She went on to make abortion rights central to her platform in the Arizona House. 
In 2019, she and other state lawmakers
 visited El Salvador to study the impact of the nation's abortion ban, and they met with women who had been imprisoned for having the procedure done. She later co-wrote the measure that repealed Arizona's 1864 abortion law.
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Most Styles-ish



20 Unforgettable Looks at the Met Gala



At an event where fashion is the focus, these ensembles stood out more than most.








By The Styles Desk


May 07, 2024


By Monday morning, the answer to one of the biggest questions looming over the 
Met Gala
 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York had emerged.



Would members of the union representing employees of Vogue and other Conde Nast publications proceed with threatened disruptions to 
the gala orchestrated by Vogue editor Anna Wintour
? No: 
A tentative contract agreement
 between Conde Nast and union leaders was reached hours before the event.



But other questions -- What celebrities would show up? How would guests interpret the "Garden of Time" dress code? -- were only answered as attendees started stepping out of 
Sprinter vans
 to make their way into the gala, known formally as the Costume Institute Benefit.



As stars like 
Emily Ratajkowski
, 
Pamela Anderson
 and 
Dan Levy
 hit the carpet, some sartorial themes became clear. Among them: Floral prints and embellishments, elaborate headpieces and 
skin-revealing outfits
 that skewed more Garden of Eden.



At an event where fashion is the focus, it can be harder to stand out on a 
red carpet
 (or a greenish one, as was the case at this year's Met Gala). But these 20 ensembles -- for reasons good and not-so-good -- will be hard to forget.



Reporting contributed by Anthony Rotunno and Callie Holtermann.
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Scott Kidd didn't expect a terribly busy job when he became the town manager of Liberty, N.C., a onetime furniture and textile hub whose rhythms more recently centered on a yearly antiques festival.



Those quiet times, less than three years ago, soon became a whirlwind. Toyota announced it was building a battery factory on the town's rural outskirts for electric and hybrid vehicles, and since then Mr. Kidd has reviewed ordinances, met with housing developers and otherwise sought to meet the needs of a seven-million-square-foot facility.



The flurry of activity reflects new investments in a region of North Carolina that has lagged behind: the Triad. The average income in Randolph County, which includes Liberty, is $47,000, and some jobs at Toyota will offer an hourly wage comfortably above that. More people moving into the area could breathe life into Liberty's downtown.



But the potential dividends for the area -- which includes Greensboro, Winston-Salem and High Point, in the center of the state -- depend on equipping its workers with the skills needed for those new jobs. Mr. Kidd worried that many local workers lacked the education and skills to work at the plant.



For those jobs, "they don't write anything down -- they put it in a computer," Mr. Kidd said. "And if you don't know how to do that, you kind of get x-ed out."



At the same time, some residents and local leaders who welcome the new industries worry about maintaining the area's character, lest it become like the rapidly growing -- and expensive -- sprawls elsewhere in the South.



"We don't want to be Charlotte," said Marvin Price, executive vice president of economic development at the Greensboro Chamber of Commerce, referring to the banking center 100 miles down Interstate 85. "We want to be the best version of Greensboro."



Like many states, North Carolina has drawn on new federal and state incentives to attract more advanced manufacturing and clean technology businesses. And the Triad, built on the tobacco, textile and furniture industries, is trying to pivot toward advanced manufacturing, offering a potential blueprint to other regions whose economic engines sputtered with globalization and the rise of automation.



When it opens next year, Toyota's Liberty factory will make batteries for vehicles built in Kentucky. Ten minutes away in Siler City, Wolfspeed, a semiconductor manufacturer, is building a factory with a $5 billion investment. Toyota has been awarded almost $500 million in incentives and tax breaks from the State of North Carolina, while federal legislation like the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, the CHIPS Act and the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act have enticed investment.



"The Biden administration policies have helped North Carolina and especially the Triad become a clean energy epicenter in this country," Gov. Roy Cooper, a Democrat, said at a recent event in Greensboro.




Toyota is building a battery factory for electric and hybrid vehicles on the rural outskirts of Liberty.





A former furniture factory is being used as a warehouse in High Point, N.C., which is part of the Triad region.




For decades, the Triad has been the state's manufacturing base. High Point became known as the home furnishings capital of the world, with the city and surrounding areas accounting for 60 percent of the country's furniture production at their peak. Along with furniture, Greensboro and Winston-Salem specialized in textiles and tobacco. And while the Research Triangle of Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill had renowned universities in the University of North Carolina, Duke and North Carolina State, the Triad had Wake Forest University.



But like many manufacturing regions, its fortunes started to decline in the 1970s. Jobs in textiles started being moved overseas or automated, furniture contracted with the arrival of cheaper Chinese imports, and tobacco contracted because of a decline in smoking. Mills shut down, sitting vacant for decades, and downtowns languished.



At the same time, the economy of the Triangle, which had the country's largest corporate research park, took off as research and tech companies grew. In 2001, the Research Triangle and the Triad had roughly the same economic output; by 2021, the two had diverged. Both regions gained population, but the Triangle grew faster, buoyed by growing numbers of college-educated workers.



Some industries have received a lifeline in recent years: Furniture boomed during the height of the pandemic from increased demand for home furnishings, and manufacturing has been resurging across the country. But hundreds of workers lost their jobs last year with the 
shuttering
 of several factories.



"This area of the state has found itself in a situation where it has to diversify," said Jerry Fox, an economics professor at High Point University. "This is an opportunity for people in our area to have better-paying jobs."



Signs of change are evident in downtowns. In High Point, a hosiery mill sat vacant for decades, opening only for biannual furniture showrooms. But in 2021, a group of local investors joined with the city's Chamber of Commerce and a local foundation that donated more than $40 million to convert the site to a co-working space, Congdon Yards. Today, it houses around 50 employers and 360 employees.




The Congdon Yards co-working space in High Point occupies a former hosiery mill.





The former R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company factory in Winston-Salem is now part of the Wake Forest Innovation Quarter.




Similar projects have been undertaken in Winston-Salem and Greensboro. In downtown Winston-Salem, old cigarette factories have become the Wake Forest Innovation Quarter, a research-focused district that cost more than $500 million. In Greensboro, one of the city's oldest textile mills has been converted into a mixed-use complex, with amenities like a pizzeria to go along with office space.



Still, challenges remain.



One is preparing the region's workers for jobs that require different skills. Thomas Built, a bus manufacturer based in High Point since 1916, has been making electric buses over the past decade. It has nearly 2,000 employees in High Point, making it one of the city's top employers.



Kevin Bangston, the chief executive of Thomas Built, said the company had hired more than 300 workers over the past 15 months. But he has found it difficult to hire for more skilled jobs that handle automated processes in the factory.



"Demand is very high for those positions, and supply is very low," Mr. Bangston said.



Key to that transition is the role of work force development programs, which involve partnerships between businesses and community colleges to provide the skills to work in advanced manufacturing.



One school offering such training is Guilford Technical Community College, the site of Mr. Cooper's Greensboro appearance. At the same event, Jill Biden, the first lady, highlighted what she saw as the importance of such programs to enacting President Biden's economic agenda.



The school offers apprenticeships, enabling students to work while earning an associate degree. One program, designed by Toyota, aims to qualify workers for jobs at the company.




Guilford Technical Community College's campus in Greensboro, N.C., where students learn skills they can use in advanced manufacturing jobs.





The president of Guilford Tech said the arrival of Toyota had increased interest in the school's programs.




Devante Cuthbertson, 28, grew up in Greensboro and was working for a flooring company around 30 minutes away as a machine operator, but he left that job in 2023 to join the apprenticeship program at Guilford Tech. There, he takes classes twice a week and goes to the Toyota battery plant site three times a week for an apprenticeship program, applying classroom learning about electricity, motor controls and the components of car batteries.



"I wanted to ensure I had an education," said Mr. Cuthbertson, who said he intended to apply for a job at Toyota as a maintenance technician when he graduates in 2025.



Anthony Clarke, the president of Guilford Tech, said the arrival of Toyota -- with the promise of high-paying jobs -- had boosted interest in the school's programs.



"Any time employers stand up and say, 'Hey, we've got really good-paying jobs,' students pay attention to that, and they flock to that," Dr. Clarke said.



Economic development leaders and elected officials have cited the area's affordability as a draw for companies and workers alike, particularly as housing costs have skyrocketed nationally. According to Zillow, the average home valuation in the Triad's three main cities is around $250,000, compared with more than $300,000 for the state as a whole and more than $400,000 in the Triangle.



The Triad has become a destination for some college-educated workers 
leaving coastal cities
. Along with her husband, who worked for Nike, Melissa Binder left Portland, Ore., in 2019 for Winston-Salem to raise their child. They bought their house for $315,000 in 2019, and Ms. Binder said it offered more space than the house they owned in Portland.



After renting in New York's West Village for several years, Julia and Ryan Hennessee knew they wanted a home to raise a family. In 2018, they chose Winston-Salem to be close to Mr. Hennessee's family and bought a single-family home for $445,000.



The Hennessees said they welcomed the growth offered by the arrival of companies like Toyota. At the same time, they want Winston-Salem to retain the smaller-town charm that drew them to the region -- as well as the cost of living -- and not become like other Southern cities.



"Winston knows how it's different from a place like Atlanta, and doesn't have aspirations of becoming that," Ms. Hennessee said.




Julia and Ryan Hennessee moved to Winston-Salem from New York City in 2018.





The Triad has become a destination for some college-educated workers leaving coastal cities. 




But for others in the Triad, particularly in more rural parts like Liberty, the transition could prove more challenging.



Brenda Hornsby Heindl, a librarian in Liberty, said the Toyota plant could improve the town's fortunes. But primary education in the county remains underfunded, she said, and literacy levels are lower than the state average.



"While my goal for the future of our community is that anyone could apply as an engineer at Toyota, right now we've got adults and kids that couldn't read an application," Ms. Hornsby Heindl said. "It's going to take more than Toyota to have that happen."
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FTX Customers Poised to Recover All Funds Lost in Collapse



Bankruptcy lawyers for FTX said that customers of the cryptocurrency exchange were set to get all their money back, plus interest.




The announcement was a landmark in the attempt to recover the $8 billion in customer assets that disappeared when FTX imploded.




By David Yaffe-Bellany


May 08, 2024


Customers of the failed cryptocurrency exchange FTX are poised to recover all of the money they lost when the firm collapsed in 2022 and receive interest on top of it, the company's bankruptcy lawyers said on Tuesday.



The announcement was a landmark in the attempt to recover the $8 billion in customer assets that disappeared when FTX imploded virtually overnight, setting off a crisis in the crypto industry. Under a plan filed in federal bankruptcy court in Delaware, virtually all FTX's creditors, including hundreds of thousands of ordinary investors who used the exchange to buy and sell cryptocurrencies, would receive cash payments equivalent to 118 percent of the assets they had stored on FTX, the lawyers said.



Those payments would flow from a pool of assets that FTX's lawyers have pulled together in the 17 months since the exchange collapsed, the lawyers said.



But the recoveries come with a caveat. The amount owed to customers was calculated based on the value of their holdings at the time of FTX's bankruptcy in November 2022. That means customers won't reap the benefits of a recent surge in the crypto market that sent the 
price of Bitcoin to a record high
. A customer who lost one Bitcoin when FTX imploded, for example, would be entitled to less than $20,000, even though a Bitcoin is now worth more than $60,000.



It will take months for the payouts to begin. The plan must be approved by the federal judge overseeing FTX's bankruptcy, John T. Dorsey.



Still, a major recovery of customer money seemed unlikely when FTX collapsed after a run on deposits. Before its implosion, customers used FTX as a marketplace to buy and sell digital currencies and stored billions of dollars in crypto on the platform.



After the implosion, FTX's founder and chief executive, Sam Bankman-Fried, stepped down, handing control to John J. Ray III, a veteran of corporate turnarounds who oversaw Enron's unwinding.



Mr. Bankman-Fried was later 
convicted of a sweeping fraud
 in which he siphoned billions of dollars in customer savings to finance venture investments, political donations and other spending. He was 
sentenced
 to 25 years in prison in March.



After he took over, Mr. Ray described the company as 
the biggest mess
 he had ever seen. But over the next few months, he and his team began the painstaking process of tracking down the missing assets.



Some of the recoveries stemmed from successful investments that Mr. Bankman-Fried made during his FTX tenure. In 2021, the company had put $500 million into the artificial intelligence company Anthropic. A boom in the A.I. industry made those shares much more valuable. This year, Mr. Ray's team sold about two-thirds of FTX's stake for $884 million.



FTX also reached a deal to recover more than $400 million from 
Modulo Capital
, a hedge fund that Mr. Bankman-Fried had financed. And lawyers for FTX filed lawsuits to claw back funds from former company executives and others, including Mr. Bankman-Fried's 
parents
.



Crypto experts have expected significant recoveries in the FTX bankruptcy for months. Some 
opportunistic investors
 have bought bankruptcy claims from the exchange's customers for pennies on the dollar, hoping to profit when the payouts begin.
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Trial About to Begin for Billionaire Trader Accused of 'Pump and Brag Scheme'



The hedge fund is accused of borrowing money from banks to buy stocks.




Bill Hwang, 60, has been charged with 11 counts of securities fraud, wire fraud, conspiracy, racketeering and market manipulation.




By Matthew Goldstein


May 08, 2024


Three years ago, a multibillion-dollar investment firm called Archegos Capital Management blew up with little warning, causing big losses for some Wall Street banks and leading to federal criminal charges against the firm's founder, Bill Hwang.



On Wednesday, Mr. Hwang, 60, who was charged with 
11 counts of securities fraud,
 wire fraud, conspiracy, racketeering and market manipulation, is set to go on trial in Manhattan federal court. If convicted, he could spend the rest of his life in prison.



Federal prosecutors are seeking to secure a conviction in a major stock market manipulation case in which Mr. Hwang, whose legal name is Sung Kook Hwang, was one of the big financial losers. Archegos had managed money mainly for Mr. Hwang, his family and some of his employees, and much of his family's wealth was wiped out when the firm collapsed in March 2021. Also on trial with Mr. Hwang is Patrick Halligan, the former chief financial officer of Archegos.



Authorities have said 
Archegos inflated the prices of stocks
 it invested in by using tens of billions of borrowed dollars from Wall Street banks to keep buying more and more shares. The surging share prices encouraged other investors to buy, pushing the prices even higher. At its peak, the strategy increased Mr. Hwang's net worth to more than $35 billion, and the overall value of the stocks that Archegos owned was more than $100 billion.



Damian Williams, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York in Manhattan, called Archegos's scheme to pump up the price of stocks 
"historic in scope
" when his office announced the filing of charges against Mr. Hwang and Mr. Halligan in April 2022.



Barry Berke, a lawyer for Mr. Hwang, declined to comment. But at a court hearing a few months ago, Mr. Berke said his client "never sold a nickel of his shares."



Mary Mulligan, a lawyer for Mr. Halligan, said, "This is a case that should not have been brought."



Archegos was little known before its collapse and was not subject to much regulatory oversight because it did not manage any money for outside investors. Yet it operated like a big hedge fund given the level of risk it had taken on and its outsize borrowings from banks -- mainly through the use of sophisticated derivative contracts.




Damian Williams, center, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, leaving a news conference after discussing Mr. Hwang's case in 2022.




The firm thrived whenever the prices of the stocks it bought kept rising. But Archegos, which Mr. Hwang named after the Greek word for leader or prince, seemingly could not handle a sudden downward turn in the market. It collapsed when some of the stocks it had invested in declined in value, prompting Wall Street banks to seize securities and demand that the firm post more money as collateral.



The impact of Archegos's failure on the stock market was limited, but several banks suffered losses. Credit Suisse, which UBS has since taken over, lost $5.5 billion. UBS itself lost about $861 million from lending to Archegos. Last summer, UBS 
agreed to pay nearly $400 million
 to regulators in the United States and Britain because of Credit Suisse's risk failures in the Archegos affair. Nomura and Morgan Stanley were among the banks that also lost money.



If convicted on all counts, Mr. Hwang could, in theory, be sentenced to 220 years in prison -- though a sentence of 20 years is more realistic. By comparison, Samuel Bankman-Fried, the crypto entrepreneur who was 
sentenced in March to 25 years in a federal prison
 for defrauding customers out of $8 billion, faced a maximum sentence of 110 years.



The trial begins with jury selection on Wednesday. Prosecutors intend to call as witnesses two former Archegos employees who pleaded guilty and agreed to cooperate with the investigation.



The federal authorities said a critical component of the scheme involved officials at Archegos who misled the banks about the firm's overall footprint in the market. The authorities also contended that Mr. Hwang had engaged in a "pump and brag scheme" -- a strategy designed to substantially increase the firm's stock holdings and make Mr. Hwang appear to be an "extremely wealthy person."



But prosecutors have yet to explain just how Mr. Hwang planned to profit by driving up the prices of the stocks Archegos owned. Even the federal judge who will preside over the trial said he was flummoxed by Mr. Hwang's strategy of simply buying more and more shares.



"What did he want? What did he want to achieve? Being a big shot. I suppose that's possible, but it doesn't seem to me that was his aim," the judge, Alvin Hellerstein, said at a hearing last year. "I can't figure out his aim."



Prosecutors have said testimony about potential exit strategies for Mr. Hwang will be produced at the trial.



This is the second time that Mr. Hwang, a former hedge fund manager, has been accused of violating federal securities laws.



In 2012, he reached a civil settlement with the Securities and Exchange Commission in an insider trading investigation that involved his old hedge fund -- Tiger Asia Management -- and was fined 
$44 million
. Mr. Hwang was not criminally charged, but Tiger Asia 
pleaded guilty to federal insider-trading charges
 in a related action brought by federal prosecutors in New Jersey.



In settling with securities regulators, Mr. Hwang was barred from managing public money for at least five years. Regulators formally 
lifted the ban in 2020.
 But instead of managing money for outside investors, Mr. Hwang focused on managing money for himself and his family.
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Activist Investor Seeks to Force Out Norfolk Southern's Management



A year after a derailment in Ohio raised questions about rail safety, an investment firm is seeking to install new management in an effort to increase profits.




A federal regulator said proposed cost-cutting could leave Norfolk Southern without the capacity to deal with unexpected disruptions, like the recent closing of the Baltimore port.




By Peter Eavis


May 08, 2024


After one of Norfolk Southern's freight trains 
derailed last year
, spilling hazardous chemicals in an Ohio town, the company's leaders were assailed by lawmakers, regulators and angry residents, an onslaught the executives managed to survive.



But Norfolk Southern's management faces a fresh challenge this week from an investment firm that is asking shareholders to vote to replace the company's chief executive, Alan Shaw, and appoint new directors to its board.



The campaign by Ancora, a Cleveland investment firm, invokes the accident in East Palestine, the Ohio town, but its main aim is to overhaul Norfolk Southern's business strategy to bolster its profits.



The company's leaders are vulnerable because Norfolk Southern's stock price and profit margins lag those of its peers. Ancora's plan in large part rests on cutting costs and making the company's 19,100-mile rail network run more efficiently. In the past, investors have reaped big gains by installing managers who have pursued similar measures at other U.S. and Canadian freight railroads.



"When a network is broken, you see poor delivery times, more severe accidents and weak financials. Everyone suffers," Jim Barber Jr., Ancora's proposed chief executive, said in a statement on Tuesday. "We have the people and plan to earn trust and have the railroad live up to its potential."



Norfolk Southern's leaders contend that they are well suited to strengthen the railroad so it can thrive regardless of the state of the economy and that the company's financial results would improve as it addressed safety issues and legal claims stemming from the East Palestine derailment.



The accident and the decision by Norfolk Southern to burn off a toxic chemical being transported on some of the derailed cars increased scrutiny of the railroad industry's safety record. A bipartisan group of federal lawmakers proposed legislation that would strengthen rail safety rules, but the measure has not advanced.



Several government agencies are still investigating Norfolk Southern, including the National Transportation Safety Board, which is expected to release its findings on the cause of the accident soon. The company 
agreed last month to settle
 a class-action lawsuit filed by businesses and residents in East Palestine.



"We have a balanced strategy that's built for the future, to break the cycle of rail losing market share to truck every year," Mr. Shaw, who has been at Norfolk Southern for three decades, said in a statement Tuesday. "It's working, we are safer, delivering better service, becoming more productive, and creating long-term value for our shareholders."



Ancora and Norfolk Southern have been criticizing each other's plans for the company for several weeks in an effort to win over shareholders. The results of the vote could be made public on Thursday, when the company holds its annual meeting. One big Norfolk Southern customer, Cleveland-Cliffs, a steel producer, is supporting Ancora, but others, including Consol Energy, the coal producer, are backing Mr. Shaw's team.



Glass Lewis, which advises shareholders on how to vote, supports Ancora, while its peer, Institutional Shareholder Services, gave partial backing, suggesting that shareholders vote for some of the directors from each of the slates of nominees put forward by Ancora and Norfolk Southern, including Mr. Shaw.



Notably, Ancora is opposed by a prominent rail regulator: Martin J. Oberman, the departing chairman of the Surface Transportation Board, the federal agency that oversees freight railways. He contends that Ancora is proposing to cut costs so much that it could leave Norfolk Southern without the capacity to deal with an upswing in demand and unexpected disruptions, like the recent closing of the Baltimore port, which required a rerouting of coal shipments 
on Norfolk Southern trains
.




The accident in East Palestine, Ohio, in 2023 increased scrutiny of the railroad industry's safety record.




"You don't send a football team out onto the field without a backup quarterback," said Mr. Oberman, who is retiring at the end of this week. "So when you have a disaster like Baltimore, Norfolk Southern was able to jump in and move all of that coal."



Mr. Barber, Ancora's proposed chief executive, was chief operating officer at UPS. John Kasich, the former Ohio governor, is among the six other proposed directors on Ancora's slate.



In some ways, Norfolk Southern was obvious prey for a shareholder activist.



In the three years leading up to Jan. 30, the day before Ancora's proposed overhaul was first reported, Norfolk Southern's shares were flat, compared with a 25 percent rise for shares in CSX, another large freight railroad that operates in many of the same areas as Norfolk Southern.



Profitability also trailed. Last year, CSX's operating margin, which measures the profits left after the costs of running the business, was 37.9 percent, compared with 32.6 percent for Norfolk Southern. Those numbers exclude expenses related to the East Palestine disaster.



Ancora wants to increase those profits by applying precision scheduled railroading, a collection of practices that were introduced in the rail industry over two decades ago. The practices include moving rail cars more quickly, standardizing scheduling, using fewer workers and operating longer trains.



Ancora has said the management it is seeking to install at Norfolk Southern would be able to slash costs by $800 million in its first year by reducing locomotives and freight cars and redesigning Norfolk Southern's network. Ancora also expects the new executives to cut 1,450 employees over three years. Norfolk Southern employed 20,700 people at the end of last year.



Norfolk Southern, like other big freight railroads, has already adopted some elements of precision scheduled railroading. But during the coronavirus pandemic, freight railways cut back so far that their service suffered when the economy rebounded in 2021. In December 2022, Mr. Shaw said Norfolk Southern would strengthen its network so that it could perform better through economic ups and downs. This meant keeping more capacity and workers on hand during lean periods.



Tony Hatch, a longtime railroad industry analyst, calls the company's approach the "great experiment" and said he supported it. The rail industry cannot rely too heavily on controlling costs and should try to grow by winning new business and competing more effectively with trucking, he added.



Norfolk Southern's financial results might have fared better under Mr. Shaw's strategy, Mr. Hatch said, if the East Palestine derailment in February 2023 had not distracted management for a year. But he said Norfolk Southern's management had struggled to fight back against Ancora. "Their messaging has not been good," Mr. Hatch said.



One recent bright spot for Norfolk Southern has been its safety record. Its accident rate improved markedly last year while those of its peers worsened.



Precision scheduled railroading got a bad name when its pioneer, Hunter Harrison, tried to apply it at CSX in 2017. Customers complained that service deteriorated. Unions and rail workers 
have said the practices can undermine safety
. The leaders proposed by Ancora said that CSX had made changes too fast and that they would introduce precision scheduled railroading practices at Norfolk Southern over a longer period -- three years.



"When you put your network redesign on paper and bring that to your constituents, they can be partners in an implementation and help you do it right each step of the way," Greg Marose, a spokesman for Ancora, said in a statement. "Make no mistake, this is a long-term strategy."
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AstraZeneca Is Withdrawing Its Covid Vaccine Worldwide, Citing Low Demand



The shot is no longer being manufactured or supplied, and it is no longer authorized for use in Europe.




A patient received a dose of the AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine in Budapest in 2021. Demand for the company's shot has plummeted in recent years.




By Rebecca Robbins


May 08, 2024


AstraZeneca has started to pull its Covid-19 vaccine from global markets because of low demand, the pharmaceutical giant said. The decision closes the chapter on a shot that was widely used in the early stages of vaccination drives in many parts of the world before being supplanted by rivals that were better suited to take on an evolving virus.



The move was not related to any concerns about the shot's side effects, the company said.



Since the vaccine was approved in Britain in December 2020, over three billion doses have been supplied globally. But in the past few years, demand has plummeted as other manufacturers have released shots tailored to newer variants and countries have opted to use those. AstraZeneca's shot, which was developed with Oxford University, is no longer being manufactured or supplied.



The company said that it had decided to voluntarily withdraw all licenses to market its Covid vaccine. That process began months ago and very few active licenses remain, the company said. The Telegraph in Britain 
first reported
 the decision on Tuesday.



In March, AstraZeneca 
requested
 that the vaccine be withdrawn from most European countries. The European Commission approved the move, which went into effect this week.



Sheena Cruickshank, an immunologist at the University of Manchester, said that the company's decision to pull the shot was "not a surprise." Unlike other manufacturers, AstraZeneca did not update its shot to target emerging virus variants because it used a vaccine technology, known as a viral vector, that was less amenable to such changes.



"There was just a recognition that it wasn't going to be a vaccine that could continue to evolve for what we need now, and that it wasn't really useful now because the SARS-CoV-2 virus has changed too much," Ms. Cruickshank said.



In clinical trials, AstraZeneca's shot did not perform as well in preventing Covid as Pfizer's and Moderna's shots did in their own studies, but AstraZeneca's still proved highly effective in preventing serious illness and death from the virus.



Concerns about a link between AstraZeneca's shot and an extremely rare but serious blood clotting disorder contributed to less demand for the vaccine. Its product information was 
updated in April 2021
 to include risks about the potential side effect. AstraZeneca's vaccine was cheaper and easier to transport and store than its competitors. It became the predominant vaccine used in developing countries throughout much of 2021, when shots from Pfizer and Moderna were mostly going to wealthy nations.



Kim Blomley, an AstraZeneca spokesman, said that the company was "incredibly proud" of the vaccine's role in ending the coronavirus pandemic.



The vaccine was distributed in more than 170 countries, and most of its doses were administered in 2021. It was never administered in the United States outside clinical trials.
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China Rules the Green Economy. Here's Why That's a Problem for Biden.



Beijing's dominance raises economic and security concerns, and tensions will be high as top climate diplomats meet this week.




Electric cars ready for export in Suzhou, China. The country's dominance in EVs has rivals worried.




By Somini Sengupta


May 08, 2024


The world's two most powerful countries, the United States and China, are meeting this week in Washington to talk about climate change. And also their relationship issues.



In an ideal world, where the clean energy transition was the top priority, they would be on friendlier terms. Maybe affordable Chinese-made electric vehicles would be widely sold in America, instead of being viewed as an economic threat. Or there would be less need to dig a lithium mine at an environmentally sensitive site in Nevada, because lithium, which is essential for batteries, could be bought worry-free from China, which controls the world's supply.



Instead, in the not-ideal real world, the United States is balancing two competing goals. The Biden administration wants to cut planet-warming emissions by encouraging people to buy things like EVs and solar panels, but it also wants people to buy American, not Chinese. Its concern is that Chinese dominance of the global market for these essential technologies would harm the U.S. economy and national security.



Those competing goals will be at the center of talks on Wednesday and Thursday as the Biden Administration's top climate envoy, John Podesta, meets for the first time with his counterpart from Beijing, Liu Zhenmin, in Washington.



Trade tensions are likely to loom over their meetings.



The flood of Chinese exports, particularly in solar panels and other green-energy technology, has become a real sore spot for the Biden administration as it tries to spur the same industries on American soil. Mr. Podesta 
has sharply criticized China
 for having "distorted the global market for clean energy products like solar, batteries and critical minerals."



Not only that, he has set up a task force to explore how to limit imports from countries that have high carbon footprints, a practice that he called "carbon dumping." That was considered a veiled reference to China.



It remains unclear whether the Biden administration would impose a fee on products imported from high-emissions countries. The idea has been embraced by a handful of influential Republican lawmakers as a way to protect American manufacturers from Chinese competition.



China, for its part, has complained to the World Trade Organization about U.S. green subsidies. Mr. Podesta has called that complaint "beyond ironic" since the Chinese government has invested heavily in its own manufacturing sector.



Mr. Liu has said that, without Chinese technology, clean energy costs would rise, and that would slow down the global pivot away from the burning of fossil fuels, the main producer of the greenhouse gas emissions that are warming the planet. "We need to maintain low costs, otherwise nobody is going to be able to afford the energy transition," 
he told Bloomberg
 recently.



Both men are new to their current jobs, but hardly novices. Mr. Podesta was in charge of the climate-law rollout before he took on the global role, following the retirement of John F. Kerry. Mr. Liu is a longtime diplomat who served as a United Nations official before becoming President Xi Jinping's top climate envoy.



The United States isn't alone in warning against the flood of Chinese green goods.



The European Union is investigating whether Chinese-made electric vehicles have benefited from unfair subsidies, and Mr. Xi got an earful on a visit to Paris this week when the European Commission president, Ursula von der Leyen, said at a news conference on Monday that Europe "cannot absorb 
massive overproduction of Chinese industrial goods
 flooding its market."



China dominates the production of solar panels, wind turbines, batteries and electric cars and buses, and also processes most of the minerals that go into clean energy technologies. And Chinese companies have found 
workarounds to trade barriers in the West
, including by sending products through indirect routes that avoid tariffs on goods that come directly from China.



That presents an acute dilemma for the Biden administration. It has staked its global reputation on an ambitious climate agenda, aiming to halve greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, compared with 2005 levels. It's also trying to build, practically from scratch, a domestic renewable energy industry.



Competing with China on low-carbon manufacturing at this point is a losing battle, said Li Shuo, who heads the China climate hub at the Asia Society Policy Institute in Washington. "It is hard to see how the U.S. will build a whole solar supply chain in time to respond to climate change, or how solar products made in the U.S. could ever be cost-competitive," he said. It is not "the fight the U.S. should pick, nor one that it can win."



This new great power rivalry presents two risks for the United States. Shunning a rival's factories too much can raise costs and slow down the clean energy transition. But relying too much on a rival country's factories raises national security concerns and can jeopardize American industries and jobs.



For instance, a flood of cheap Chinese cars would threaten the U.S. auto industry and a large, unionized and politically influential base of autoworkers. (President Biden wooed them openly by walking their picket line during a recent strike.)



Beyond trade, Beijing and Washington are at odds over many things, including the status of Taiwan, the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and, not least, fundamental differences over the value of democracy.



"In a world free from geopolitics, if China wanted to supply the world with cheap and plentiful clean energy inputs, from solar panels to critical minerals, it would benefit us all by enabling the fastest energy transition possible," said Meghan O'Sullivan, who directs the Geopolitics of Energy Project at the Harvard Kennedy School. "But in the real world, the security imperative not to be overly dependent on China is leading countries, from the United States to India, to duplicate supply chains in solar and critical minerals, which can slow down the energy transition and make it more expensive."



The outcry against Chinese exports comes at a time when politicians in this country face a challenge that's foreign to politicians in China: elections.



In his re-election bid, Mr. Biden has highlighted his administration's renewable energy investments. He has made it a point to visit new factories supported by government incentives, a clear effort to signal to voters his efforts to revive American manufacturing.



Clean energy investments 
have surged
 since the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act in 2022. It began to unlock $370 billion in incentives to speed the nation's transition away from fossil fuels, with expanded tax breaks for battery production and solar-panel manufacturing. That, along with the Chips and Science Act, which set aside $39 billion in incentives for chip producers to invest in the United States, was aimed squarely at reducing dependence on China while bolstering U.S. manufacturing.



An analysis published on Tuesday by the private research group E2 found that 
300 renewable energy projects had been announced
 since the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act. More than half were in Republican-controlled states.



Lisa Friedman
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/08/climate/china-us-podesta-liu.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




New York Times Adds 210,000 Digital Subscribers in Quarter



Adjusted operating profit was $76.1 million, an increase of about 41 percent from a year earlier.




The New York Times Company has sought to get more subscribers to pay for a bundle of its services.




By Benjamin Mullin


May 08, 2024


The New York Times Company gained 210,000 digital subscribers last quarter, largely users who signed up for a bundle of services including news, games and sports coverage through The Athletic, the company said on Wednesday.



Adjusted operating profit for the three months was $76.1 million, an increase of 40.9 percent from a year earlier, propelled both by the increase in subscribers and by higher average revenue per user.



"2024 is off to a strong start, as our results reflect the power of our strategy to be the essential subscription for every curious person seeking to understand and engage with the world," Meredith Kopit Levien, chief executive of the Times Company, said in a statement.



In recent years, The Times has tried to get more subscribers to pay for a bundle of services that include Wirecutter, which recommends products, and Cooking, an app that offers users a vast library of recipes. By increasing the number of those subscribers, The Times can expand its revenue per user, a closely watched number on Wall Street.



The company said it had about 10.5 million subscribers overall for its print and digital products at the end of the first quarter, up roughly 8 percent from a year earlier. About 640,000 of those were print subscribers, down about 10 percent from the same period last year. The company's goal is 
15 million total subscribers
 by the end of 2027.



While the number of digital subscribers continues to grow, The Times's ad business has suffered declines. Overall revenue from advertisements decreased 2.4 percent, to $103.7 million, from a year earlier, the company said. It said the falloff had been driven by declines in print advertising and lower spending by media, entertainment and technology companies. Digital advertising increased 2.9 percent, to $63 million, thanks in part to higher ad revenue at The Athletic.



The company said it spent $1 million in the first quarter on its lawsuit against Microsoft and OpenAI, which are working together on developing artificial intelligence. The Times sued the companies in December, accusing them of copyright infringement. Both Microsoft and OpenAI have sought to dismiss key elements of the lawsuit.



The Athletic, which The Times bought in 2022 for $550 million, had 4.99 million subscribers at the end of the first quarter, an increase of about 1.72 million from a year earlier. Those numbers include users who pay for The Athletic as a stand-alone subscription or have access to The Athletic through their bundle subscription. The Athletic lost $8.7 million in the first quarter, versus a loss of $11.3 million a year earlier.



The company said revenue at The Athletic had increased 33 percent, to $37.2 million, in the first quarter, thanks largely to increased subscriptions and a deal to license articles to Apple for its news product.
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Uber Slips on Rising Legal Costs and Weaker Ride Demand



The company has racked up bills after long-running legal fights with regulators and cabdrivers.




The ride-hailing app, which was founded in 2009, has sometimes struggled to grow at a pace that satisfies investors.




By J. Edward Moreno


May 08, 2024


Uber reported earnings on Wednesday that disappointed investors, as mounting legal bills and weaker ride demand in some parts of the world led to a shortfall compared with analysts' forecasts.



Uber recently settled a lawsuit brought by Australian taxi drivers and is facing a new one from cabdrivers in London. Some regulators have also challenged the way it classifies workers, which shields it from providing drivers with some benefits.



The company also cited softer-than-expected demand and took a hit because some of its investments had lost value during its latest quarter.



Uber's operating profit in the first quarter was $172 million. That was up from a $262 million operating loss in the same period last year but still less than half of what analysts had expected for that measure. It also recorded a net loss of $654 million for the quarter, worse than the $157 million last year and also far weaker than what analysts had expected.



Uber's shares dipped more than 7 percent in early trading.



The ride-hailing app, which was founded in 2009, reported its first full-year profit as a public company last year, but it has sometimes struggled to grow at a pace that satisfies investors. As it moves into other areas, like freight and food deliveries, regulatory challenges have made growth tricky. Its main rival, Lyft, reported higher-than-expected earnings on Tuesday amid stronger demand.



Uber's 
gross bookings
 -- which is the amount of money Uber collects from a ride, meal delivery or freight shipment -- rose 20 percent from a year ago, to $37.7 billion, coming in slightly below analysts' expectations.



Uber is working to grow its restaurant delivery arm, Uber Eats. The company announced on Tuesday that it would 
partner with Instacart
, allowing users of the grocery delivery app to order from restaurants through Uber Eats.



Even with that partnership, the company still intends to expand its Uber Eats delivery capacity into grocery stores and retail, Dara Khosrowshahi, Uber's chief executive, said in a 
statement
 on Wednesday. By allowing Instacart users to order through Uber Eats, the ride-hailing app can expand its base in key areas like the suburbs, he said, and better compete with rivals like DoorDash.
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G.M. Will Retire the Chevrolet Malibu to Make More Electric Cars



The gasoline-powered Malibu was the last sedan sold by Chevrolet, the General Motors brand, in the United States.




Since the car's introduction in the 1960s, G.M. has sold more than 10 million Malibus. But sales have slumped in recent years.




By Neal E. Boudette


May 08, 2024


General Motors said on Wednesday that it would stop making the Chevrolet Malibu, the last affordable sedan in its U.S. model lineup and a venerable nameplate that was introduced in the 1960s when the company was a dominant force in the U.S. economy.



For years, American drivers have been gravitating toward sport utility vehicles and away from sedans, compacts and hatchbacks. G.M.'s two Detroit rivals, Stellantis and Ford Motor, have also largely wiped their slates clean of cars in the United States.



Foreign automakers such as Toyota, Honda and Hyundai still sell hundreds of thousands of sedans and compacts each year, but far fewer than in previous decades when the Toyota Camry and Honda Accord ranked among the most popular vehicles on American roads. Last month, Subaru, a Japanese automaker, said it would stop making its Legacy sedan next year.



G.M. produces the Malibu at a plant in Fairfax, Kan., and will continue to manufacture the car until later this year, when it plans to retool the factory to make a new version of the Chevrolet Bolt, an electric car, and the Cadillac XT4, a luxury S.U.V.



Consumers have moved away from cars to roomier S.U.V.s and pickup trucks to haul children and recreational gear like bikes and kayaks. Automakers have helped that trend by offering more of those larger vehicles, which yield bigger profits than sedans and compacts.



The Malibu was introduced in 1964 as an upscale family sedan. Four years later, G.M. added a sporty, muscle-car version -- the Malibu SS. G.M. stopped making the Malibu in 1983 as the company was forced to downsize by growing foreign competition. It reintroduced the Malibu in 1997, but the model has almost always trailed the Camry and Accord in sales.



Since its introduction, G.M. has sold more than 10 million Malibus. But sales have slumped in recent years. In 2023, G.M. sold 130,000 Malibus, and deliveries fell 47 percent in the final three months of the year. A decade earlier, G.M. typically sold about 200,000 Malibus a year.



In 2023, G.M. announced that it would 
stop production of the Chevrolet Camaro
, a sports car. It continues to make the Chevrolet Corvette. Its Cadillac brand makes two gasoline-powered sedans and has plans to start selling a high-end electric car this year. All other models that G.M. makes for the U.S. market are now trucks or S.U.V.s.



Several years ago, Ford eliminated sedans from its lineup. The Mustang is the only car that Ford makes for the U.S. market. Stellantis, the owner of Chrysler, now focuses mainly on trucks, S.U.V.s and minivans, though the company has said it will start making an electric version of its Dodge Challenger muscle car in 2025.



The Malibu could, of course, return someday, perhaps as an electric vehicle. Automakers have often resurrected and repurposed old model names, especially those that buyers remember fondly.
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Tech Tip



Artificially Intelligent Help for Planning Your Summer Vacation



Travel-focused A.I. bots and more eco-friendly transportation options in online maps and search tools can help you quickly organize your seasonal getaway.




Layla is one of the many travel-oriented online services that use artificial intelligence to help plan vacations and other trips.




By J. D. Biersdorfer


May 08, 2024


The summer travel season starts in just a few weeks, but if you are looking for software that goes beyond simply booking flights and hotels, you're in luck. Search engines enhanced by artificial intelligence can help with your research and outline full itineraries. Certain older apps have recently been updated to suggest more eco-friendly travel options. And keeping it all organized on your phone is easier than ever. Here's an overview.



Using an A.I. Travel Agent



General-purpose A.I.-powered search tools and chatbots like 
Google's Gemini
 spin up a list of things to do on your vacation when asked, but A.I. bots that are fine-tuned for travel queries are often more comprehensive. These bots scout destinations, plan itineraries, search for accommodations and flights, map out road trips and do more -- grabbing a lot of information at once and saving you all that time-consuming web trawling.




All-purpose A.I. chatbots like Google's Gemini offer up plenty of suggestions to vacation queries, but as noted on the results screen, you should always double-check the information for accuracy.




Give the software your specifics -- like destination, length of stay, interests -- and see what it suggests. Many A.I. helpers are free to use if you sign up for an account, but some charge a subscription fee for premium services; your app store has specifics.




Layla, which is available on the web and through its mobile apps, will create a vacation plan based on your input.




Layla
, formerly Roam Around, is one of the free vacation-oriented A.I. helpers you can find online, and it has teamed up with travel sites that include 
Skyscanner
, 
Get Your Guide
 and 
Booking.com
. If you prefer land-based car and camper journeys, 
Roadtrippers
 (free trial; $60 year) includes real-time traffic and air-quality information along with route planning. And old stalwarts like 
Tripadvisor
 and 
Expedia
 are now using A.I.-generated vacation builders.




The Roadtrippers app can custom-design a scenic drive across America and suggest some trips with attractions along the way.




But 
as others have also noted,
 while A.I. travel planners have much potential, many are still works in progress and usually display disclaimers admitting so.



A.I. bots have been known to offer generic advice like "enjoy lunch at a local restaurant," suggest activities that are out of season or too far apart, repeatedly recommend the same restaurant, consistently steer you to their advertisers or point you to locations that have closed. If you ask different bots the same question, you may get nearly identical suggestions, all scraped from the same tourism websites.




Even older travel sites like Tripadvisor are now using artificial intelligence tools to help users plan vacations.




Still, A.I. travel apps are improving as they learn, and can be useful for the trip research and coordination phase. Just be sure to double-check the bot's work before you commit to a plan.



Finding Earth-Friendly Options



There's no shortage of apps for booking transportation to your destination. But if you want to keep the environment in mind, 
recent updates
 to Google's Maps and Search apps now suggest routes and methods that lower your 
personal impact
 on the planet.



Google for the past few years has been pointing people to 
flights with lower carbon emissions
, alternative 
train routes
, fuel-efficient 
driving directions
 and 
eco-friendly hotels
. It is now expanding its 
walking, biking and public transit
 suggestions alongside car routes in several major cities and adding more 
electric-vehicle charging
 information. 
Google Flights
 shows jet 
emissions estimates
. Google Search has a "consider taking the train" nudge with 
rail routes and prices
 under certain flight results.




For some journeys, Google Search will suggest the train over the plane as a more environmentally-friendly travel option and shows the calculated greenhouse gas emissions for many flights.




Apple's Maps app also shows 
mass transit
, 
walking
 and 
cycling
 options for getting around town, along with charge-friendly routes for 
electric vehicles
. However, the default apps on your phone are not the only aids. Third-party software for directions and sustainable travel abound.




Like Google Maps, Apple's Maps app offers mass transit and cycling directions to places if you'd like to skip taking a car.




For example, 
Citymapper,
 which covers 
most major cities
 in the United States, Europe and Asia, includes 
environmental impact statistics
 on some trips. Its directions often include 
accessibility options
 that 
avoid stairways
, along with routes for the fastest, cheapest or easiest way to get where you're going; Citymapper is free with in-app purchases.




The Citymapper app includes accessible and alternate ways to get around town and can compare journeys based on calories, carbon emissions and cost.




Other apps available for those seeking environmentally minded vacations include 
Bikemap
 for community-sourced cycling routes around the world, 
HappyCow
 for vegan and vegetarian travelers and 
Tap Hydration and Water Stations
 to locate sources for refilling reusable water bottles.



Keeping Organized



If you don't already have software for consolidating your trip information, your phone's default apps can help. Electronic boarding passes, hotel reservations and advance tickets can be quickly added to the 
digital wallet
 on your phone; a pragmatic paper backup tucked in your bag is insurance. Google and Apple offer to automatically add reservations and events from email and messages to your 
calendar
.




Adding tickets, passes and reservation cards to the digital wallet app on your phone keeps them all in one place during your journey.




Free services like 
TripIt
 (and its phone 
apps
), 
TripCase
 (also with 
Android
 or 
iOS
 apps) and 
Wanderlog
 automatically put all your travel information in one place, typically by scanning the information in your confirmation emails. 
TripIt Pro
, a $50-a-year subscription version, adds more features like seat, fare and airline-points trackers, as well as international travel tools and regional risk alerts like those for 
extreme weather
 that can 
affect airline schedules
 and 
public safety
.




The TripIt app can automatically compile your itinerary by syncing with your inbox and pulling out confirmation emails for reservations, but you can also add the information manually or use a special email address just for travel bookings if you're worried about privacy.




A.I. bots and travel apps will continue to evolve and, hopefully, make vacation planning even easier in the future. Just don't forget to occasionally put the phone down and enjoy your time off once you get there.
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Billions in Chips Grants Are Expected to Fuel Industry Growth, Report Finds



The United States will triple its domestic chip manufacturing capacity by 2032, the largest increase in the world, according to a report from the Semiconductor Industry Association.




President Biden during a visit to Intel's campus in Chandler, Ariz., in March. The United States is expected to produce nearly 30 percent of all advanced logic chips by 2032.




By Madeleine Ngo


May 08, 2024


Billions in federal subsidies for semiconductor manufacturers are expected to help reverse a decades-long decline in America's share of global chip manufacturing.



The United States will triple its domestic chip manufacturing capacity by 2032, the largest increase in the world, according to a report released on Wednesday by the Semiconductor Industry Association and the Boston Consulting Group. As a result, America's share of world chip manufacturing is expected to rise for the first time in decades, to 14 percent by 2032, up from about 10 percent today.



The report found that much of the industry's growth would be fueled by the bipartisan CHIPS Act, which gave the Commerce Department $39 billion to encourage semiconductor manufacturing in the United States. Absent that legislation, America's share of global chip manufacturing would have fallen to 8 percent by 2032, according to the report.



The United States is also expected to see a substantial boost in the domestic production of advanced logic chips, which are used in artificial intelligence, smartphones and autonomous vehicles. Bolstering the production of the most advanced semiconductors has been a central goal for the Biden administration. Federal officials contend that in order for the country to lead in major technological industries, it will need to have a more reliable supply of the most advanced semiconductors.



The 2022 
CHIPS Act
 aimed to re-establish the United States as a leader in the production of semiconductors, the vital components that power everything from phones and computers to electric vehicles and weapons systems. In addition to providing grants to chipmakers, the law 
established federal tax credits
 that help companies defray the cost of building and outfitting factories with production equipment.



A key finding from the report is that the United States is expected to produce nearly 30 percent of all advanced logic chips by 2032, up from essentially zero today. Some companies that have recently received federal awards have committed to producing leading-edge semiconductors in the United States in the coming years, including Samsung, Intel and Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company.



Biden administration officials have already announced awards totaling more than $29 billion in recent months. Those included 
up to $6.1 billion in grants to Micron
 to help the memory-chip maker build manufacturing plants in New York and Idaho. Other big chipmakers -- including Samsung, TSMC and 
Intel
 -- have also received awards. 
GlobalFoundries
, 
Microchip Technology
 and 
BAE Systems
 were the first three recipients of federal money.



Other governments, including the European Union, Japan and China, have also offered new or expanded incentives to entice chipmakers to build plants in recent years. Companies have made significant investments in response. Private-sector investment in semiconductor production is projected to grow to about $2.3 trillion between 2024 and 2032, according to the report. The United States is expected to capture about 30 percent of those capital expenditures, second only to Taiwan, the report found.



"Everyone else is growing pretty fast, but we're growing at a breathtaking speed," said John Neuffer, the president and chief executive of the Semiconductor Industry Association, which lobbied for the bill. "That's very much because of our policy responses through the CHIPS Act."



Chris Miller, author of the book "Chip War" and a professor at Tufts University, said the report showed there was "real evidence" that the incentives included in the CHIPS Act were "changing businesses' investment decisions." He added that the projected increase in America's production of advanced chips would also be a substantial change.



Still, challenges remain. A lack of construction workers, technicians and electricians could make it more difficult for companies to build and operate manufacturing plants, the report's authors wrote. They also maintain that "sustained support" may be necessary to further strengthen America's semiconductor manufacturing capacity. Federal officials could consider the need for future incentives, such as a permanent tax credit that is broadened to cover semiconductor design, the authors wrote.



"It will be critical for policymakers in the United States and elsewhere to 'stay the course' by extending current support as well as considering additional measures to strengthen resilience," the authors wrote.
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Google Unveils A.I. for Predicting Behavior of Human Molecules



The system, AlphaFold3, could accelerate efforts to understand the human body and fight disease.




Google DeepMind's new technology brings hope that the advances will significantly streamline the creation of new drugs and vaccines.




By Cade Metz


May 08, 2024


Artificial intelligence is giving machines the power to 
generate videos
, 
write computer code
 and 
even carry on a conversation
.



It is also accelerating efforts to understand the human body and fight disease.



On Wednesday, Google DeepMind, the tech giant's central artificial intelligence lab, and Isomorphic Labs, a sister company, unveiled a more powerful version of AlphaFold, an artificial intelligence technology that helps scientists understand the behavior of the 
microscopic mechanisms that drive the cells in the human body
.



An early version of AlphaFold, 
released in 2020
, solved a puzzle that had bedeviled scientists for more than 50 years. It was called "the protein folding problem."



Proteins are the microscopic molecules that drive the behavior of all living things. These molecules begin as strings of chemical compounds before twisting and folding into three-dimensional shapes that define how they interact with other microscopic mechanisms in the body.



Biologists spent years or even decades trying to pinpoint the shape of individual proteins. Then AlphaFold came along. When a scientist fed this technology a string of amino acids that make up a protein, it could predict the three-dimensional shape within minutes.



When DeepMind 
publicly released AlphaFold a year later
, biologists began using it to accelerate drug discovery. Researchers at the University of California, San Francisco, used the technology as they worked to understand the coronavirus and prepare for similar pandemics. Others used it as they struggled to find remedies for malaria and Parkinson's disease.



The hope is that this kind of technology will significantly streamline the creation of new drugs and vaccines.



"It tells us a lot more about how the machines of the cell interact," said John Jumper, a Google DeepMind researcher. "It tells us how this should work and what happens when we get sick."



The new version of AlphaFold -- AlphaFold3 -- extends the technology beyond protein folding. In addition to predicting the shapes of proteins, it can predict the behavior of other microscopic biological mechanisms, including DNA, where the body stores genetic information, and RNA, which transfers information from DNA to proteins.



"Biology is a dynamic system. You need to understand the interactions between different molecules and structures," said Demis Hassabis, Google DeepMind's chief executive and the founder of Isomorphic Labs, which Google also owns. "This is a step in that direction."




Demis Hassabis, Google DeepMind's chief executive and the founder of Isomorphic Labs.




The company is offering a website where scientists can use AlphaFold3. Other labs, most notably one at the University of Washington, offer similar technology. In a paper released on Tuesday in the scientific journal Nature, Dr. Jumper and his fellow researchers show that it achieves a level of accuracy well beyond the state of the art.



The technology could "save months of experimental work and enable research that was previously impossible," said Deniz Kavi, a co-founder and the chief executive of Tamarind Bio, a start-up that builds technology for accelerating drug discovery. "This represents tremendous promise."
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Thomas L. Friedman



Why the Campus Protests Are So Troubling








By Thomas L. Friedman


May 08, 2024


Readers have been asking me, and I have been asking myself of late, how I feel about the campus demonstrations to stop the war in Gaza. Anyone reading this column since Oct. 7 knows that my focus has been on events on the ground in the Middle East, but this phenomenon has become too big to ignore. In short: I find the whole thing very troubling, because the dominant messages from the loudest voices and many placards reject important truths about how this latest Gaza war started and what will be required to bring it to a fair and sustainable conclusion.



My problem is not that the protests in general are "antisemitic" -- I would not use that word to describe them, and indeed, I am deeply uncomfortable as a Jew with how the charge of antisemitism is thrown about on the Israel-Palestine issue. My problem is that I am a hardheaded pragmatist who lived in Beirut and Jerusalem, cares about people on all sides and knows one thing above all from my decades in the region: The only just and workable solution to this issue is two nation-states for two indigenous people.



If you are for that, whatever your religion, nationality or politics, you're part of the solution. If you are not for that, you're part of the problem.



And from everything I have read and watched, too many of these protests have become part of the problem -- for three key reasons.



First, they are virtually all about stopping Israel's shameful behavior in killing so many Palestinian civilians in its pursuit of Hamas fighters, while giving a free pass to Hamas's shameful breaking of the cease-fire that existed on Oct. 7. On that morning, Hamas launched an invasion in which it murdered Israeli parents in front of their children, children in front of their parents -- documenting it on GoPro cameras -- 
raped
 Israeli women and kidnapped or killed everyone they could get their hands on, from little kids to sick grandparents.



Again, you can be -- and should be -- appalled at Israel's response: bombing everything in its path in Gaza so disproportionately that thousands of children 
have been killed, maimed and orphaned
. But if you refuse to acknowledge what Hamas did to trigger this -- not to justify what Israel has done, but to explain how the Jewish state could inflict so much suffering on Palestinian men, women and children in reverse -- you're just another partisan throwing another partisan log on the fire. By giving Hamas a pass, the protests have put the onus on Israel to such a degree that its very existence is a target for some students, while Hamas's murderous behavior is passed off as a 
praiseworthy
 adventure in 
decolonization
.



Second, when people chant slogans like "liberate Palestine" and "from the river to the sea," they are essentially calling for the erasure of the state of Israel, not a two-state solution. They are arguing that the Jewish people have no right to self-determination or self-defense. I don't believe that about Jews, and I don't believe that about Palestinians. I believe in a two-state solution in which Israel, in return for security guarantees, withdraws from the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Arab areas of East Jerusalem, and a demilitarized Palestinian state that accepts the principle of two states for two people is established in those territories occupied in 1967.



I believe in that so strongly that the thing I am most proud of in my 45-year career is my interview with Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, in February 2002, in which he, for the first time, 
called on the entire Arab League
 to offer full peace and normalization of relations with Israel in exchange for full withdrawal to the 1967 lines -- a call that led the Arab League to hold a peace conference the next month, on March 27 and 28, in Beirut to do just that. It was called 
the Arab Peace Initiative
.



And do you know what Hamas's response was to that first pan-Arab peace initiative for a two-state solution? I'll let 
CNN tell you
. Here's its report from Israel on the evening of March 27, 2002, right after the Arab League peace summit opened:



Yes, that was Hamas's response to the Arab peace initiative of two nation-states for two people: blowing up a Passover Seder in Israel.



Hey, Friedman, but what about all the violence that Israeli settlers perpetrated against Palestinians and how Bibi Netanyahu deliberately built up Hamas and undermined the Palestinian Authority, which embraced Oslo?



Answer: That violence and those Netanyahu actions are awful and harmful to a two-state solution as well. That is why I am intensely both anti-Hamas and anti-Netanyahu. And if you oppose just one and not also the other, you should reflect a little more on what you are shouting at your protest or your anti-protest. Because no one has done more to harm the prospects of a two-state solution than the codependent Hamas and Netanyahu factions.



Hamas is not against the post-1967 occupation. It is against the existence of a Jewish state and believes there should be an Islamic state between the river and the sea. When protests on college campuses ignore that, they are part of the problem. Just as much as Israel supporters who ignore the fact that the far-right members in Netanyahu's own coalition government are for a Jewish state from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea. How do I know? Because Netanyahu 
wrote it into the coalition agreemen
t between himself and his far-right partners.



The third reason that these protests have become part of the problem is that they ignore the view of many Palestinians in Gaza who detest Hamas's autocracy. These Palestinians are enraged by precisely what these student demonstrations ignore: Hamas launched this war without permission from the Gazan population and without preparation for Gazans to protect themselves when Hamas knew that a brutal Israeli response would follow. In fact, a Hamas official 
said at the start of the war
 that its tunnels were for only its fighters, not civilians.



That is not to excuse Israel in the least for its excesses, but, again, it is also not to give Hamas a pass for inviting them.



My view: Hamas was ready to sacrifice thousands of Gazan civilians to win the support of the next global generation on TikTok. And it worked. But one reason it worked was a lack of critical thinking by too many in that generation -- the result of a campus culture that has become way too much about what to think and not how to think.



I highly recommend a few 
different
 
articles
 about how angry Gazans are at Hamas for starting this war without any goal in mind other than the fruitless task of trying to destroy Israel so Hamas's leader, Yahya Sinwar, could get his personal revenge.



I was particularly struck by a 
piece
 in The National, a newspaper in Abu Dhabi, by Ahmed Fouad Alkhatib, a Palestinian American raised in Gaza. The headline is: "Israel's War Has Killed 31 Members of My Family, Yet It's Vital to Speak Out Against Hamas." Alkhatib placed Hamas's Oct. 7 attack in the context of the rising protests against its inept and autocrat rule that have broken out periodically in Gaza since 2019, under the banner of "We Want to Live."



Wrote Alkhatib, a political analyst who is a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Council: "Having grown up in Gaza, I experienced Hamas's rise to power and their gradual grip over the Strip and Palestinian politics and society, hiding behind a resistance narrative and using extremist politics to sabotage prospects for a peaceful resolution to the conflict with Israel. Months before Oct. 7, tens of thousands of Gazans protested in the streets in defiance of Hamas, just as they had in 2019 and 2017."



Alkhatib added that the "'We Want to Live' protest movement decried living conditions and unemployment in Gaza, as well as the lack of a political horizon for meaningful change in the territory's realities and opportunities. Hamas's regime consisted of a criminal and despotic enterprise that used Gaza as a haven for the group's members and affiliates and turned Palestinians there into aid-dependent subjects reliant on the international community" and turned Gaza into "a 'resistance citadel' that was part of a nefarious regional alliance with Iran."



A campus with critical thinkers might have had a teach-in on the central lawn on that subject, not just on the violence of Israeli settlers.



Against this backdrop, we are seeing college presidents at places like Rutgers and Northwestern agree to some of the demands by students to end their protests. As 
NPR
 summarized them, the "demands vary by school, though they generally call for an end to the Israel-Hamas war, disclosures of institutional investments and divestment from companies with ties to Israel or that otherwise profit from its military operation in Gaza."



What Palestinians and Israelis need most now are not performative gestures of disinvestment but real gestures of impactful investment, not the threat of a deeper war in Rafah but a way to build more partners for peace. Invest in groups that promote Arab-Jewish understanding, like the 
Abraham Initiatives
 or the 
New Israel Fund.
 Invest in management skills capacity-building for Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza, like the wonderful 
Education for Employment network
 or 
Anera,
 that will help a new generation to take over the Palestinian Authority and build strong, noncorrupt institutions to run a Palestinian state.



This is not a time for exclusionary thinking. It is a time for complexity thinking and pragmatic thinking:
 
How do we get to two nation-states for two indigenous people? If you want to make a difference and not just make a point, stand for that, work for that, reject anyone who rejects it and give a hug to anyone who embraces it.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.
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Charles M. Blow



Young Voters Aren't Happy With Biden. But Will They Abandon Him?




Protesters demonstrated outside a Biden campaign event in Philadelphia last month.




By Charles M. Blow


May 09, 2024


Are many young people distressed about the war in Gaza? Yes.



Are they unhappy with President Biden's approach to the war? Yes.



Does this doom Biden's re-election bid? Not necessarily.



First, a Harvard Youth Poll 
released in April
 found that the two issues frequently associated with young voters -- the Israel-Hamas war and student debt relief -- "may not be especially consequential ones when it comes to casting votes," as The Harvard Gazette 
reports
, because young voters rank them among the least important issues facing the country. Of the 16 issues the poll asked 18- to 29-year-olds about, those two were ranked last in importance, behind issues such as inflation, immigration, housing and protecting democracy. Indeed, as The Gazette noted, when it comes to the relationship between Biden and young voters, "It's complicated."



People watching student protests spread across college campuses in recent weeks might be surprised by that notion, but it's important to remember that reactions to the protests can work in different ways.



I believe in students' right to protest -- peacefully -- even as I acknowledge that protests are often imperfect, and the actions of some who protest are regrettable. I also understand that protesting students are only a fraction of all students, and students are only a fraction of all young voters.



It's fair to say that protesters represent the views of more people than just themselves and that their protests affect and influence non-protesters, and it's equally fair to say that there's a large group of young voters who are not likely to be single-issue voters on the war in Gaza.



Second, modern protest movements have fast metabolisms. Social media allows them to organize well and grow quickly, but trending topics on social media also have a quick turnover. They condition us to have a rolling series of outrages so that no one outrage lasts long.



We are now a little under six months until Election Day. So it's worth considering the prominence of previous protest movements six months from their beginnings or initial bursts of energy.



For instance, in 2011, Occupy Wall Street also produced encampments. But by and large, those encampments, in various places around the country, were disbanded within a few months. The movement continued for years and had lasting effects on liberal discourse and policy, but its dominance of the zeitgeist was relatively brief.



The 2020 racial justice protests after the murder of George Floyd were some of the largest in memory, but those protests lasted only for the summer. That movement also had political implications that reverberated beyond the protests, but its ability to command the nation's attention was relatively short-lived.



Third, Republicans are probably overplaying their hand in the way they've opposed the protests and vilified the protesters, going beyond questions about America's geopolitical interests and the moral considerations involved in the humanitarian crisis and toward their own agendas, stoking long-simmering, and often shopworn, culture war conceits.



According to Fox News, the House speaker, Mike Johnson, recently 
said
: "God is going to bless the nation that blesses Israel," adding, "We understand that that's our role. It's also our biblical admonition. This is something that's an article of faith for us." Senator Tom Cotton has called the protest encampments on college campuses "
Little Gazas
," even posting his defense of the term on his Instagram page.



And when a group of mostly white male counterprotesters -- crass hecklers, really -- at the University of Mississippi directed 
racist, disgusting taunts
, including gesturing like a monkey and chanting "Lock her up," at a Black pro-Palestinian protester, Representative Mike Collins of Georgia posted a video of the incident and said this, in support, on X: "
Ole Miss taking care of business
." A few days later, he posted a 
statement
 on X partly walking back the prior post, but it's worth noting that he has been 
criticized
 before for amplifying an antisemitic, racist social media account.



Republicans are surely delighting in the divisions that have emerged among traditionally Democratic voters over the war, but in doing so, some are also grafting this foreign conflict onto their longstanding and in some cases ugly postures on other issues.



If they position these protests as just the latest manifestation of "wokeness" against which they have been crusading, it will be a reminder to all voters, including young voters, of the stark choice this country will face in November.



Do I believe that the frustration young voters have with Biden will have some impact on voter enthusiasm and voter apathy? I do. And in a tight election, that gives Biden almost no margin for error. But their frustration doesn't have to be determinative.



The Democratic Party is very likely to see some unflattering moments ahead, depending on how Democrats respond to and engage with protesters showing up at campaign events, including, and most important, at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago this summer.



But as fall comes and students return to school, and with the war, let's hope, shifting away from a heavy combat stage -- Israel this week ramped up operations in Rafah, the last refuge of Palestinians in Gaza, even as Hamas 
said
 it would agree to the terms of a cease-fire proposal from Egyptian and Qatari mediators -- some of the energy and urgency is likely to be drained from the protests. Activists will continue their work, but the electorate's attention is likely to shift.



I predict that as November draws closer, the distinctions between Biden and Donald Trump will become sharper, and the choice young Americans face will grow clearer.
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Guest Essay



Europe Is About to Drown in the River of the Radical Right








By Lea Ypi


May 07, 2024


Europe is awash with worry. Ahead of parliamentary elections widely expected to deliver gains to the hard right, European leaders can 
barely
 
conceal
 their anxiety. In a speech in late April, President Emmanuel Macron of France captured the prevailing mood. After eloquently warning of threats to the continent, he pronounced the need for a newly powerful Europe, a "Europe puissance."



As I watched 
the speech
, I was reminded of Niccolo Machiavelli's comments in the opening pages of "The Prince," the 16th-century philosopher's seminal treatise on political power. In a dedication to Lorenzo de' Medici, the ruler of the Florentine Republic, Machiavelli suggested that politics is in many ways like art. Just as landscape painters imaginatively place themselves in the plains to examine the mountains and on top of mountains to study the plains, so too should rulers inhabit their domains. "To know the nature of the people well, one must be a prince," Machiavelli wrote, "and to know the nature of princes well, one must be of the people."



Here was a politician grappling with the first part of Machiavelli's sentence, an officeholder trying to comprehend the lay of the land. What is power in contemporary Europe, and how should it be exercised by the European Union? Mr. Macron answered in princely fashion, showing awareness of both the finite nature of every political community -- Europe is "mortal," he said -- and its cyclical vulnerability to crisis. He concluded with a passionate defense of European "civilization" and urged the creation of a paradigm to revive it.



Yet for all his aspirations, Mr. Macron neglected the second half of Machiavelli's sentence: that people also form views on their rulers, which rulers ignore at their peril. Mr. Macron brushed aside the many Europeans who feel the bloc is aloof and inaccessible, describing their disenchantment as a result of "false arguments." The dismissal was no aberration. For decades, the leaders of the European Union have overlooked the people in the plains, shutting out the continent's citizens from any meaningful political participation. This exclusion has changed the contours of the European landscape, paving the way for the radical right.



When Machiavelli reflected on the crises of his time -- among them conflicts between major European powers, discontent with public officials and the collapsing legitimacy of the Catholic Church -- he turned to the Roman Republic for inspiration. When there is skepticism about values, he wrote, history is our only remaining guide. The secret to Roman freedom, he explained in the "Discourses on Livy," was neither its good fortune nor its military might. Instead, it lay in the Romans' ability to mediate the conflict between wealthy elites and the vast majority of people -- or as he put it, "i grandi" (the great) and "il popolo" (the people).



While the inherent tendency of the great, Machiavelli argued, is to accumulate wealth and power to rule the rest, the inherent desire of the people is to avoid being at the elites' mercy. The clash between the groups generally pulled polities in opposite directions. Yet the Roman Republic had institutions, like the tribunate of the plebs, that sought to empower the people and contain the elites. Only by channeling rather than suppressing this conflict, Machiavelli said, could civic freedom be preserved.



Europe has not heeded his advice. For all its democratic rhetoric, the European Union is closer to an oligarchic institution. Overseen by an unelected body of technocrats in the European Commission, the bloc allows for no popular consultation on policy, let alone participation. Its fiscal rules, which impose strict limits on the budgets of member states, offer protection for the rich while imposing austerity on the poor. From top to bottom, Europe is dominated by the interests of the wealthy few, who restrict the freedom of the many.



Its predicament, of course, is not unique. Businesses, financial institutions, credit rating agencies and powerful interest groups call the shots everywhere, severely constraining the power of politicians. The European Union is far from the worst offender. Still, in nation-states, the semblance of democratic participation can be sustained through allegiance to a shared constitution. In the European Union, whose founding myth is the free market, the case is much harder to make.



The transnational character of the bloc is often supposed to be behind Europeans' dislike of it. Yet those
 
who resist the current European Union do not do so because it is too cosmopolitan. Very simply, and not unreasonably, they resist it because it fails to represent them. The Parliament for which Europeans will be voting next month, to take one glaring example of the bloc's lack of democracy, has little legislative power of its own: It tends to merely rubber-stamp decisions made by the commission. It is this representative gap that is filled by the radical right, turning the problem into simple binaries -- either you or them, the state or Europe, the white worker or the migrant.



It is perhaps surprising that the bloc's democratic deficit has become a rallying cry for the radical right, but it explains much of its success. A 
recent poll
, for example, showed that Europe's citizens are much more concerned about poverty, jobs, living standards and climate change than they are about migration. This suggests that the appeal of the radical right lies less in its obsessive hostility to migrants than in its criticism of the bloc's failures to address people's everyday concerns. European politicians could seek to remedy that by changing institutions to improve citizens' bargaining power and make them feel heard. Instead, they prefer to give stern lectures.



The radical right may be on the rise in Europe, but it does not have to be this way. Politics is always at the mercy of fortune. Yet fortune, as Machiavelli emphasized in "The Prince," is like a river whose overflow can be prevented by building dikes and dams. If European politicians are increasingly trapped in emergency management, it's because they have failed in the first task of politics worthy of the name: to diagnose the causes of crisis, to explain who is represented and who is excluded and to defend those whose freedom is endangered.



The politics of the people presented by the radical right may be narrowly ethnocentric, but it is the only one on offer that speaks directly to people's disillusionment. Our modern princes may choose to look away. Yet as long as the radical right continues to dominate the terms of mainstream debate, while its historical roots are discreetly ignored, no appeal to European values will stop the river in which we're all about to drown.



Lea Ypi (
@lea_ypi
) is a professor of political theory at the London School of Economics and the author of "Free: Coming of Age at the End of History."
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JESSE Wegman



The Tawdry Decade of Trump Could Desensitize Any Juror








By Jesse Wegman


May 08, 2024


Not long after Donald Trump was criminally charged in four state and federal cases last year, many people who want to see the former president held to account expressed an understandable fear: A MAGA mole would sneak onto the jury and then refuse to vote guilty, no matter how damning the evidence.



The resulting hung jury would be just the vindication that Mr. Trump needs. But following Stormy Daniels's 
dramatic testimony on Tuesday
 in Mr. Trump's New York hush-money case, which delved into graphic detail about what she said was a brief, unpleasant sexual encounter with Mr. Trump in 2006, I am inclined to worry about a more mundane but similarly grave threat: call it the Desensitized Juror.



This person, a decent and upstanding citizen who treats his or her duty with appropriate gravity, could nevertheless decide that all of this tawdriness -- cheating on his new wife, seducing Ms. Daniels with false promises of reality-TV stardom and so on -- is just Mr. Trump being Mr. Trump. Even if hiding the purpose of the $130,000 payoff to Ms. Daniels violated New York law, the juror might think, so what? Everyone already knows Mr. Trump is a liar and a cad, a womanizer and a cheat. Is this really a serious crime or is it, like so much connected to the Trump lifestyle, just one big tabloid joke?



The tabloid element of the case has been there all along, of course, but it was never more evident than on Tuesday. Again and again, Ms. Daniels testified in much greater detail, and with more editorializing, than was asked of her. Mr. Trump's lawyers objected often, and when they didn't, Justice Juan Merchan stepped in himself, testily warning Ms. Daniels more than once to "just answer the questions."



Prosecutors, who made a calculated and possibly dangerous bet in calling her to the stand, could not have been happy to watch one of their star witnesses get reprimanded over and over by the court. But the judge's frustration was no surprise; salacious details like the ones Ms. Daniels kept offering can be especially prejudicial to a defendant. For example, Ms. Daniels mentioned that Mr. Trump had not worn a condom during their encounter. In response, the former president's lawyers requested a mistrial. Justice Merchan denied the request, although he agreed that numerous parts of Ms. Daniels's testimony were "better left unsaid."



Even when she left out the details, Ms. Daniels was not always consistent in her testimony. She insisted, for example, that she was not motivated by money and only wanted to tell her story, a less-than-convincing claim given her decision to accept Mr. Trump's payoff to keep her mouth shut. Mr. Trump's lawyers took every opportunity they could to highlight these inconsistencies and poke holes in Ms. Daniels's credibility.



The prosecutors no doubt made their risky decision because it would have been quite strange if they had 
not
 brought in Ms. Daniels to testify. Their whole theory of the case is based on Mr. Trump's reaction to a few minutes with her in a Lake Tahoe hotel room. Jurors are human, and they have common-sense human reactions. What would they think if one of the two central characters in the story didn't show up to confirm the underlying conduct?



This brings us back to my concern about the impact of Ms. Daniels on the jury. Remember, the prosecution needs all 12 jurors to agree to convict; the defense needs only one to disagree to produce a hung jury and thus a mistrial. So far, the prosecutors have presented a very strong case centered on financial documents and testimony from the people who helped Mr. Trump arrange the payoff. But they have also had to do a lot of explaining about how it all fits together and why it all matters, which risks confusing and exhausting the jurors. Now, with the most garish part of the case front and center, it's not so hard to imagine one or more jurors throwing up their hands and letting the tabloids sort it out.



I 
continue to believe strongly
 in the jury system as a core institution of American self-government and in the integrity of this group of 
12 regular New Yorkers
. The problem is the damage done to American society over the past nine years, a sense of lowered expectations about politics that affects all of us, including those of us selected for jury duty.



During that period, Mr. Trump upended every reasonable expectation of how a presidential candidate, a president and then an ex-president should behave. In the process, he managed to do exactly what many farsighted people warned he would: inure large parts of the public to his depredations against honesty, integrity and decency. He has, in effect, increased our tolerance for inexcusable behavior by our leaders.



That is a tragedy on several levels. It can be easy to forget how shocking it was when, in October 2016, a tape emerged on which Mr. Trump could be heard years before bragging about grabbing women's genitals. 
Top Republicans withdrew their support
 for their party's nominee only weeks before the election, and the G.O.P. came achingly close to extracting itself from Trump mania. In that light, it makes sense that Mr. Trump would do whatever he could to keep the Stormy Daniels story out of the news. At the time, it really could have been a death blow.



And that would have been the proper outcome. Mr. Trump was seeking the highest office in the country, the most important position of public trust we have. Ms. Daniels's story, which she would have told at the time but for the payoff, has offered yet another window into his awful treatment of other people, 
especially women
, and the manner in which he sought to keep Americans from knowing about it.



It is essential to remember the unspoken premise underlying the hush-money trial: As even Mr. Trump appeared to understand in 2016, the character of presidential candidates, shown in their treatment of others, should matter greatly to voters. We don't know how every member of the jury will vote, but regular American voters will have an opportunity to show that basic decency still matters.
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letters



A Judge's Dilemma: How to Punish Trump for Gag Order Violations


May 08, 2024



Donald J. Trump was cited for breaking the gag order in recent days. He had already been fined $9,000 for earlier violations.




To the Editor:



Re "
Trump Warned of Jail, Again, for His Attacks
" (front page, May 7):



I applaud the evenhanded and insightful reporting on the hush money case against the former president, especially how it has highlighted the difficult position the recent contempt of court rulings have put the presiding judge, Juan Merchan, in.



The defendant, by his words and conduct in and out of court, has shown complete contempt for the rule of law and the authority of Justice Merchan. The judge made clear that he would imprison the defendant, if necessary. This, of course, is exactly what this defendant wants for political purposes to bolster his supposed victimization and galvanize his supporters.



Justice Merchan has shown that he is an evenhanded, calm and wise judge. No doubt he is pondering the ramifications of putting a former president and current candidate for president in prison.



What are his options? Not many, but there are alternatives to imprisonment, such as community service, collecting roadside refuse or cleaning public facilities -- under guard at all times of course.



Such service outside of public view would be entirely appropriate and would not play into the political trap the defendant is setting by continuing to violate the gag order.



Roger W. Lawrence
Worcester, Mass.
The writer is a lawyer.



To the Editor:



Donald Trump may have mounted "a direct attack on the rule of law," in the judge's words, but where are the consequences beyond modest fines? And here I thought that no one was above the law. Foolish me.



The justice system is bending itself into pretzels giving Mr. Trump warning after warning after warning so that he won't be jailed for repeatedly being held in contempt of court.



Gee, can I expect that same treatment if I ever have to appear in a New York courtroom? I think not. If anyone had any doubts about a two-tiered justice system, this latest episode should forever put those doubts to rest.



I am a patriot. I love my country, fought for it in Vietnam, protected it as a police officer for 25 years, served it as a state legislator. But you can count me as one citizen who is depressed, disgusted and disillusioned over this sorry state of affairs.



To think Donald Trump could win re-election turns my stomach into knots. Just like he has done to the judicial system.



Len DiSesa
Dresher, Pa.



To the Editor:



If Donald Trump continues to intentionally violate the limited gag order, the presiding judge has several options.



For example, Justice Juan Merchan can order the defendant to wear an ankle monitor and to serve time under house arrest in Trump Tower without visitors other than immediate family and his security detail. He could be barred from leaving without prior permission except to attend court proceedings.



It would be harder for Mr. Trump to portray himself as a martyr from his plush Fifth Avenue home. House arrest would be a significant and appropriate penalty. Obviously financial penalties are not working.



Marla L. Allard
Washington



If Trump Is Convicted ...



To the Editor:



Donald Trump's 
hush money trial
 makes for riveting legal and political theater, but will it matter? Are people watching and paying attention to snippets of the proceedings being reported on the nightly news?



So far, the polls are not showing Mr. Trump's support taking a hit, as it seems that many people are not tuned in to the daily legal goings-on. The million-dollar question is, What will the impact be if Mr. Trump is convicted?



Polling suggests
 that if he's convicted, a small portion of his supporters will abandon him. This cohort might not actually cast a vote for President Biden but may well withhold their votes from Mr. Trump.



In an election that will likely be decided by just a few thousand votes in several swing states, a conviction may well put the final nail in Mr. Trump's political coffin.



Ken Derow
Swarthmore, Pa.



TikTok and China








To the Editor:



Re "
U.S. Is Sued by TikTok Over Law Forcing Sale
" (Business, May 8):



Forcing TikTok's owner to sell the platform is precisely the correct move. It has been shown that there are degrees of censorship on TikTok (in the U.S., for example) that favor the Chinese government, and that alone is a good enough reason for the divestment bill.



Indeed, other carefully placed sanctions on China, whose human rights issues are well known, are in order as well.



But there is no simple fix, as China is an important source of raw materials in limited supply elsewhere. And of course companies from other countries, including countries that see China as a political foe, have manufacturing facilities there.



Paul Blank
Morristown, N.J.



Hypocritical Abortion Exceptions








To the Editor:



Re "
MAGA Tries to Dodge Abortion Foes
," by Michelle Goldberg (column, May 5):



When asked her stance on abortion, Kari Lake, who is running for the Senate, "echoed Donald Trump on the need for exceptions in cases of rape and incest," according to this column.



I'm firmly pro-choice all the way. And when I look at those who are not, those exceptions seem hypocritical.



Is it a baby in that womb, as they say when arguing against abortion, or isn't it? If they believe abortion is murder, then what's the difference how that fetus was conceived?



I'm sure they wouldn't make an exception for the murder of a toddler whose conception was the result of rape, so if they believe that fetus truly is a baby, why allow an abortion?



It's not about some nebulous "sanctity of life." It's about controlling women and their bodies, and nothing else.



Jil McIntosh
Oshawa, Ontario



What We Can Do to Help Save the Bees








To the Editor:



Even though honeybee colonies have seen 
big die-offs
 at times, they're doing OK overall, as Sarah Kliff mentions in "
When Squatters Make Your Home Their Hive
" (Science Times, April 30).



But when discussing native bees, the story isn't pretty.



The American bumblebee is a candidate for the endangered species list after its numbers dropped by 
close to 90 percent
. The 
rusty-patched bumblebee
 is already on the list and has disappeared across much of its range. The western bumblebee's population has plummeted 
by more than 90 percent
.



Bumblebees and other native bees are faced with diminished habitats, changing weather and a pesticide-laden landscape.



Thankfully, many solutions can help all bees. 
Ten states
 have restricted bee-killing pesticides, and the Environmental Protection Agency should do the same.



Congress's big infrastructure bill in 2021 authorized a program to fund the planting of 
pollinator-friendly vegetation
 along American roadsides; now Congress needs to actually pony up the funds. Add in that Americans across the country are planting pollinator-friendly yards, and there's reason for some optimism.



Acting quickly on a wide scale can save the bees and inspire more youngsters to dance around pretending to be a bee, as Ms. Kliff's did.



Steve Blackledge
Sacramento
The writer is the senior director of conservation campaigns for Environment America.
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Britain to Expel Russian Defense Attache and Close Some Diplomatic Sites



The British home secretary, James Cleverly, accused Russia's foreign intelligence service of a pattern of "malign activity" in Britain and Europe.




Seacox Heath, a Russian-owned property in East Sussex, in England. Britain stripped it and other Russian-owned properties of their diplomatic status.




By Mark Landler


May 08, 2024


Britain's diplomatic feud with Russia escalated on Wednesday after the British government 
announced
 it would expel a senior Russian diplomat who officials claim is an "undeclared" military intelligence officer, and also shut down several Russian diplomatic facilities in the country.



The government accused Russia's foreign intelligence service, the Federal Security Service, or F.S.B., of a pattern of "malign activity" in Britain and Europe, including hacking and leaking trade documents relating to the United States, and targeting of British lawmakers through malicious email campaigns.



James Cleverly, the British home secretary, told Parliament that the government was announcing the retaliatory measures "to make clear to Russia that we will not tolerate such apparent escalations."



Britain's action came two days after the Russian Foreign Ministry said it had summoned the British ambassador to Moscow to lodge a "strong protest" over remarks the British foreign secretary, David Cameron, had made about Ukraine's using weapons supplied by Britain to strike Russian territory.



The British Foreign Office disputed that the envoy, Nigel Casey, had been summoned, characterizing it instead as a "diplomatic meeting" in which, it said, he had "reiterated the United Kingdom's support for Ukraine in the face of unprovoked Russian aggression."



Whatever the diplomatic nuances, it is clear Britain's relations with Russia -- already among the most brittle of any between Moscow and a NATO member -- are tumbling into an even deeper freeze. Russia's Foreign Ministry vowed a "tough and measured" response, according to a statement.



"We consider extremely irresponsible and categorically unacceptable the claims of the British about the alleged involvement of our country in certain malicious actions," said Maria V. Zakharova, a spokeswoman for the ministry.



Mr. Cleverly said Britain would expel the diplomat, a defense attache whom he did not identify, and put new restrictions on visas for Russian diplomats, limiting the amount of time they can spend in Britain. He said Russia had tried to destabilize a British research group that focused on combating disinformation.




James Cleverly, the home secretary of Britain. The British government accused Russia's foreign intelligence service of a pattern of "malign activity" in Britain and Europe.




Britain will also strip the diplomatic status of Russian-owned properties, including 
Seacox Heath
, a house in East Sussex that the Russian embassy has used as a weekend retreat for its staff, and a trade and defense office in Highgate, in London. Mr. Cleverly said these facilities "have been used for intelligence purposes."



In addition to its operations in Britain, Mr. Cleverly accused Russia of plotting to sabotage German military aid for Ukraine and of carrying out espionage in Italy and Bulgaria. Among its activities, he said, were cyber and disinformation campaigns and the jamming of signals to disrupt civil aviation.



In a statement, Mr. Cameron, the foreign secretary, said, "Since the illegal invasion of Ukraine, Russia's attempts to undermine U.K. and European security have become increasingly brazen."



"These measures are an unequivocal message to the Russian state -- their actions will not go unanswered," he said.



It was the second time this week that Britain accused a hostile foreign actor of cyberattacks. In the first announcement on Tuesday -- involving a 
large-scale breach of the payroll data
 of British military personnel -- it did not name the country behind the attack. Lawmakers pointed the finger at China.



Asked whether Chinese hackers were responsible, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak of Britain said China was "acting in a way that is more authoritarian at home, assertive abroad." Britain, he added, was confronting "an axis of authoritarian states, including Russia, Iran, North Korea and China."



Britain's tensions with Russia date back decades. But they deepened in 2018, after a former Russian intelligence agent and his daughter were poisoned with a nerve agent in Salisbury, England. Britain blamed Russia's military intelligence and expelled 23 diplomats it branded as undeclared intelligence officers.



In 2020, a British parliamentary committee concluded that Russia had mounted a prolonged campaign to undermine Britain's democracy -- using tactics from disinformation, meddling in elections, funneling dirty money and employing members of the House of Lords. Russia dismissed the conclusions as "Russophobia."



Britain was one of the first NATO countries to supply weapons to Ukraine, as it faced a threat from Russian troops in early 2022. A succession of British leaders, including Mr. Sunak and one of his predecessors, Boris Johnson -- have staked out positions as stalwart defenders of Ukraine against Russia.




David Cameron, the British foreign secretary, right, and his Ukrainian counterpart, Dmytro Kuleba, center, in Kyiv, Ukraine, this month.




Mr. Cameron, who also served as prime minister, lobbied Republicans in Washington to extend American military aid to Ukraine, even paying a visit to former President Donald J. Trump at Mar-a-Lago, his estate in Palm Beach, Fla.



Mr. Cameron provoked a furious reaction in Moscow when he suggested during a recent visit to Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital, that Ukraine "absolutely has the right to strike back at Russia," including with British weapons. The United States and other suppliers of arms have generally discouraged strikes on Russia territory because of fears that it could draw the West further into the war.



In its statement after calling in the British ambassador, the Russian Foreign Ministry said Mr. Cameron was "de facto recognizing his country as a party to the conflict."



"The ambassador was called upon to think about the inevitable catastrophic consequences of such hostile steps from London," the ministry said.



Britain's suspicion of Russia extends even to the British royal family. Researchers in Britain reported that a 
Kremlin-linked disinformation network
 had spread spurious reports on social media about the health problems of Catherine, Princess of Wales, with a goal of inflaming divisions and eroding trust in institutions.



Catherine disclosed in March that she had been diagnosed with cancer, which quieted those rumors. But with Britain only months away from an anticipated general election, researchers and government officials are on guard for evidence of further Russian efforts to destabilize the country.



Anton Troianovski
 contributed reporting.
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Ukraine's Parliament Passes Bill Allowing Some Convicts to Serve in the Army



The measure, which must still be signed into law, echoes a practice used by Russia, which has drafted tens of thousands of inmates into the war.




Ukraine's government has undertaken a number of measures aimed at replenishing the ranks of the country's exhausted and battered army.




By Constant Meheut


May 08, 2024


Ukraine's Parliament passed a bill on Wednesday that will allow some convicts to serve in the military in exchange for the possibility of parole at the end of their service, a move aimed at replenishing the army's depleted ranks after more than two years of war.



The bill must still be signed into law by President Volodymyr Zelensky. It was not immediately clear if he would do so, given the sensitivity of the matter.



The policy echoes a practice used by Russia, which has 
committed tens of thousands of convicts
 to the war, allowing it to gain the upper hand in bloody assaults by sheer force of numbers. While Russia has enlisted all manner of prisoners, the Ukrainian bill says that those convicted of premeditated murder, rape or other serious offenses will not be eligible -- although some lawmakers said involuntary manslaughter convictions could be considered.



Olena Shulyak, the leader of President Volodymyr Zelensky's Servant of the People party, said that the decision to mobilize and parole a prisoner would be made by a court and would require the prisoner's willingness to join the army.



"The only way to survive in an all-out war against an enemy with more resources is to consolidate all forces," Ms. Shulyak wrote in a post 
on social media
. "This draft law is about our struggle and preservation of Ukrainian statehood."



Prisoners serving in the army would be integrated into special units for the duration of martial law, meaning that they would not be demobilized until the end of the war. Ms. Shulyak also told a 
Ukrainian news outlet
 that only prisoners with under three years left on their sentences would be eligible.



The bill is the latest in a string of recent efforts -- including a bill signed into law last month that 
lowered the draft eligibility age to 25 from 27
 -- by Ukraine's government to bolster its exhausted and diminished troops.



Mr. Zelensky said in February that 31,000 Ukrainian soldiers had been killed since Russia's full-scale invasion began more than two years ago. The figure is well below estimates by U.S. officials, who last summer said that 
nearly 70,000 Ukrainians had been killed
.



As the war drags on, Ukraine is struggling to recruit or draft more people into its army. Critics say the official mobilization system has been mired in Soviet-style bureaucracy and 
corruption
, and cases of draft dodging have multiplied in recent months. Gen. Yurii Sodol, the commander of forces in the east, 
told Parliament last month
 that in certain sections of the front, Russians outnumber Ukrainians by more than seven to one.



The bill that passed on Wednesday was designed to help solve the troop shortages, according to several lawmakers. David Arakhamia, the head of Mr. Zelensky's party in Parliament, said that it could result in the mobilization of between 15,000 and 20,000 prisoners, according to 
Ukrainian news outlets
.



Lawmakers overwhelmingly voted in favor: 279 voted to pass it, with 11 abstaining and none voting against it.



"We need people in trenches," Oleksiy Honcharenko, a member of Parliament in the opposition European Solidarity party, said in a phone interview after the vote. "Why should businessmen and artists fight and not thieves and petty criminals?"




A funeral for two Ukrainian soldiers last month in Lviv, Ukraine. President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine has said that more than 31,000 soldiers have been killed in the war -- a figure well below U.S. estimates.




Both the Soviet Union and Germany also drafted prisoners during World War II, according to Thibault Fouillet, the deputy director of the Institute for Strategic and Defense Studies, a French research center.



"This is a traditional wartime practice, both in major wars and in civil or revolutionary wars," Mr. Fouillet said. "However, these are often temporary measures and operations undertaken when there is a shortage of manpower."



But the decision to let prisoners serve in the Ukrainian Army could prove controversial. And Mr. Zelensky -- who in the past has for months delayed signing sensitive bills, such as the one lowering the draft age -- might be reluctant to endorse it, said Oleksandr Musiienko, the head of the Kyiv-based Center for Military Legal Studies.



"There is still significant discussion to be had before the bill is signed into law," Mr. Musiienko said.
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News Analysis



With a Gaza Cease-Fire in the Balance, Netanyahu Maneuvers to Keep Power



The Israeli prime minister, under pressure from all sides, is trying to reassure his many domestic, military and diplomatic critics. Here's a look at what he is confronting.




Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel attending a Holocaust remembrance ceremony this week in Jerusalem. His war decisions could affect his future as prime minister.




By Steven Erlanger


May 08, 2024


Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's prime minister, is known as a man who likes to play for time and postpone big decisions. But he may not be able to do that much longer.



Domestically, his coalition partners on the far right threaten to break up the government if he agrees to a cease-fire and does not try to clear Hamas out of 
Rafah, in southern Gaza
.



Militarily, the strategic logic is to complete the dismantling of Hamas by taking Rafah and controlling the border with Egypt. But diplomatically, his allies, especially the United States, are pushing him to agree on a cease-fire, and skip Rafah and the potential civilian casualties a large-scale operation would cause.




Smoke in Rafah, in southern Gaza, on Tuesday. The city has become a refuge for Palestinians who have fled Israeli bombardment in other parts of Gaza.




So Mr. Netanyahu is now negotiating and maneuvering on several fronts at once, all of which have a significant effect on the conduct of the war and his own future as prime minister.



His recent warnings to Palestinians in parts of Rafah to move to areas Israel has designated as safe, followed late Monday night by the Israeli military's seizure of the Gazan side of the Egyptian border, signaled to his far-right government coalition, to Hamas and to the Biden administration that he would continue to prioritize Israel's security interests. More important, Israel's more narrow war cabinet, which includes senior opposition figures, backed those decisions.



The seizure of the Rafah crossing to Egypt, to try to complete Israel's security control of Gaza's borders, has, for now, avoided a large-scale and contentious military operation in Rafah itself, which is filled with 
displaced civilians
. It may signal that Israel is preparing at long last to agree to at least a temporary cease-fire in Gaza, even as the outcome of those negotiations remains uncertain.



"Netanyahu is being pulled in various directions," with pressure mounting on him to respond, said Daniel C. Kurtzer, a former U.S. ambassador to Israel now at Princeton.



Foremost is Mr. Netanyahu's desire to avoid new elections, which could mean loss of power and a renewal of the various court cases against him. "Political survival always ranks first in Netanyahu's calculations," Mr. Kurtzer said.




Families and supporters of hostages captured in the Hamas-led attacks in Israel during a demonstration in Tel Aviv this month. Many say the government should do more to secure the release of hostages.




Then there are the competing pressures on him from "extremists in his own coalition who want to continue the war," he said, and from the hostage families, who want the government to prioritize a cease-fire and a release of more people seized in Israel during the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attacks.



Externally, the pressure comes from Biden administration officials and some in Congress "who are losing patience over the humanitarian situation," he noted. They want a cease-fire and oppose a major onslaught on Rafah. Finally there is "the real, continuing threat of escalation, especially from Hezbollah," he said.



Here is a closer look at the political, military and diplomatic concerns Mr. Netanyahu confronts as he weighs his next steps.



Politics



Mr. Netanyahu is desperate to hold together his governing coalition, which has 64 seats in the 120-seat Knesset, or Parliament, a narrow majority.



His far-right partners, Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich, together control 14 seats, and they have vowed to leave the government if the prime minister makes too many concessions and agrees to a cease-fire in Gaza, leaving Hamas to claim victory. They have insisted, as Mr. Netanyahu has also done, that the military will move on Rafah.



Gadi Eisenkot, a former general and opposition member of the war cabinet, accused the two men of "political blackmail" and of standing in the way of the return of at least some hostages.



But new elections would almost certainly produce a new coalition without Mr. Ben-Gvir and Mr. Smotrich, so Mr. Netanyahu has some room to maneuver.




Displaced Palestinians in Rafah near the Egyptian border in January.




Agreeing to a form of temporary cease-fire in stages, as proposed in the current negotiations, could allow Israel to deal with what it says are the four Hamas battalions in and under Rafah at a much slower pace, over many weeks, especially now that the strip of Gaza along the Egyptian border has been seized.



It would also bring more hostages home -- not all of them, but some of the most vulnerable, as well as some who are dead and could be buried by their families. That could help diminish the anti-government rallies often spearheaded by the hostage families.



It would also go some way to pacify President Biden, who could claim a diplomatic victory with a cease-fire, which would also allow much more humanitarian aid to flow into Gaza, allow more civilians to move to safer areas and even to the north, after they are screened by Israeli troops, and avoid a full-scale attack on Rafah.



"Netanyahu is in no hurry to end the war," said Daniel Levy, a former Israeli negotiator who now leads the U.S./Middle East Project, a nonprofit policy institute. "He doesn't want a cease-fire deal that threatens his coalition or his ability to continue the war after a pause. He wants to drag it all out, because once the war is over, what is the excuse for not having new elections?"



Military



Israeli military officials and analysts emphasize that cutting off the smuggling of arms and equipment from Egypt through the tunnels under Rafah is strategically more important to Israel than the Hamas fighters left in Rafah.



Despite Egyptian denials of extensive smuggling into Gaza, Israeli officials believe that much of the extraordinary arsenal and the building supplies that Hamas accumulated in Gaza came through tunnels from Egypt.



"If we end the war without blocking the tunnels, we would enable Hamas or any other terrorist organization in the Strip to rebuild their military capacities," said Kobi Michael of the Institute for National Security Studies, a research group in Tel Aviv.



Nitzan Nuriel, a reserve brigadier general and former director of the counterterrorism bureau of the Israeli National Security Council, worked with Mr. Netanyahu for several years. "Rafah is important not because of the four Hamas battalions that are still there," he said. "Rafah is important because the message to the Palestinians who live in Gaza is that Hamas will not be able to control Gaza for good."




Itamar Ben-Gvir, Israel's far-right national security minister, during a pro-war demonstration organized by the families of soldiers killed in the conflict.




Otherwise, he said, Gazans would "stay afraid of Hamas and therefore will cooperate with Hamas."



Even a modest operation in Rafah "fits several of Netanyahu's goals simultaneously," said Natan Sachs, director of the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution.



Like many Israeli officials, including those who want a cease-fire deal now, Mr. Sachs said, "Netanyahu genuinely believes an operation in Rafah is central to Israel's overall goals -- not merely in going after the remaining Hamas forces, but in cutting off their ability to resupply via smuggling through the Egyptian border."



The military operation "also puts pressure on Hamas to relent on some of its more expansive demands in the cease-fire negotiations," Mr. Sachs said.



Despite serious American concerns, a limited operation now in Rafah suits Mr. Netanyahu politically, he said, "with a right flank that objects to a deal now, before the main operational goal is achieved, and facing public anger over the fact that Hamas is still standing, if severely damaged."



Diplomacy



Mr. Netanyahu is under enormous pressure diplomatically -- from allies like Washington and Berlin, from the United Nations, from the European Union and from regional Sunni Arab states -- to avoid a major operation in Rafah.



They want him to allow in much more humanitarian aid to Gaza and agree to a deal with Hamas that could, at least, promise what the current draft text calls a "sustainable calm," rather than a permanent cease-fire.



But such a deal still would not resolve the fundamental divide between Israel and Hamas over how to conclude the conflict.



Hamas wants the war to end now, with the withdrawal of all Israeli troops from Gaza and the release of all hostages in exchange for a large number of Palestinians held in Israeli jails.




Displaced Gazans carrying belongings and setting up tents on Tuesday after the Israeli Army asked them to evacuate parts of Rafah.




Israel wants to ensure that any cease-fire is temporary, so that Hamas cannot claim victory and begin to restore its control over Gaza.



Still, after Hamas's most recent concessions, coupled with the Israeli military moves to control the Egyptian border, a cease-fire deal seems much more possible than before -- perhaps even desirable for Mr. Netanyahu.



But Gazans are wary and mistrustful of Israeli statements. Mkhaimar Abusada is a Gazan political scientist whose university in the enclave, Al-Azhar, has been destroyed in the fighting. Now in Cairo with his family, Mr. Abusada says he is convinced that "no matter what the international community says, Netanyahu is going to go into Rafah."



Mr. Netanyahu "wants to keep his coalition government, to avoid early elections, to stay prime minister and not go to jail," he said. "I just hope he does it in a way that deals in a humane way with the Palestinian civilians."



But in the end, Mr. Abusada said, Mr. Netanyahu "and Israel cannot be victorious after this war, not with this much death and destruction, with all the Palestinian civilians and children dead."
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Biden Pressures Israel to Reach a Cease-Fire in Gaza, Straining Ties



The president's threat to withhold some weapons unless the Israelis also limit civilian casualties and increase humanitarian aid has widened cracks in the relationship.




The crater left by an Israeli strike in Rafah in the Gaza Strip. The Biden administration announced it was withholding some bombs from Israel.




By Damien Cave, Peter Baker, Aaron Boxerman and Russell Goldman


May 08, 2024


The Biden administration dispatched the head of the C.I.A. to meet on Wednesday with the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, part of an effort to limit Israel's military operation in the Gazan city of Rafah and push for a cease-fire deal with Hamas.



The visit came only hours after the Biden administration announced that it was 
withholding some military aid
 from Israel, in an unusually public rift between the two allies.



Taken together, experts said, the moves were indicative of President Biden's increasing frustration with the way Israel has conducted the war in Gaza -- a conflict unpopular with many Democratic voters in an election year.



Still, the steps were unlikely to change the overall course of the conflict, they said.




President Biden speaking yesterday at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum's Days of Remembrance ceremony on Capitol Hill.




"It's pent-up frustration on Biden's part, which eventually broke," said Chuck Freilich, a former deputy national security adviser in Israel. "The administration has been walking a tightrope between its very strong support for Israel and domestic pressure."



As the war in Gaza has dragged into its seventh month, the death toll has climbed past 34,000, with many of those killed women and children, according to Gazan health officials, who do not distinguish between civilians and combatants. In the process, President Biden has slowly moved from a position of full-throated support for Israel's right to defend itself after October's Hamas-led terror attack to a campaign of consistent pressure intended to limit civilian casualties and increase humanitarian aid to the besieged Palestinian enclave.



That shift has created growing cracks in the countries' decades-long relationship, which have widened most recently over Israel's declared plan to invade Rafah, a city the Israelis say is a key Hamas military stronghold but where more than one million displaced Palestinians have taken refuge in tent cities. Hamas on Sunday launched a rocket attack from Rafah on an Israeli position near another vital crossing at Kerem Shalom, 
killing four soldiers
.



In view of Israel's long-threatened assault on Rafah, U.S. officials said on Tuesday night that President Biden 
had paused an arms shipment
 to Israel last week to prevent the U.S.-made weapons from being used in an invasion.



The president withheld 1,800 2,000-pound bombs and 1,700 500-pound bombs, fearing they could be dropped on Rafah, officials said.




Receiving food aid in Rafah, where more than one million Palestinians have sought refuge. 




Lloyd J. Austin III, the U.S. defense secretary, told a Senate committee on Wednesday that the United States had been clear "from the very beginning that Israel shouldn't launch a major attack into Rafah without accounting for and protecting the civilians that are in that battle space, and again, as we have assessed the situation, we have paused one shipment of high payload munitions."



The 2,000-pound bombs, some of the largest in the Israeli arsenal, were routinely used in the early weeks of the war, including in areas the military had designated safe for civilians, according to 
a New York Times investigation
.



Earlier on Tuesday, after warning civilians to evacuate to nearby safe zones, Israeli tanks moved into Rafah, taking over the Gaza side of the city's border crossing with Egypt. Hours after that action, which fell short of a full invasion, the White House confirmed the pause in bomb deliveries.



Alon Pinkas, a former diplomat for Israel, said that the U.S. decision was motivated by mounting American frustration with Mr. Netanyahu, as well as pressure from some congressional Democrats to more closely supervise 
Israel's use of U.S. arms
. And, he added, it was a signal to Israel that a full-scale invasion of Rafah could have further consequences.



"The logic behind this is a warning: If you don't get your act together, there's a lot more obstructions that could happen," Mr. Pinkas said.



Matan Kahana, a lawmaker from the party of Benny Gantz, a political rival of Mr. Netanyahu who is also a member of the emergency wartime government, said in an interview on Israel's Army Radio on Wednesday that, if nothing else, the decision underscored Israel's dependence on American munitions.




An Israeli mobile artillery unit fires a shell from a border position in southern Israel toward the Gaza Strip on Wednesday.




He called them "the bread and butter of our fighting, both throughout the current war and the future."



While the hold on the weapons' shipment was unlikely to affect Israel's capabilities in the short term, Gilad Erdan, Israel's ambassador to the United Nations, called the decision "very disappointing."



President Biden, he said in an interview on Israel's Channel 12 News, "can't say he is our partner in the goal to destroy Hamas, while on the other hand delay the means meant to destroy Hamas."



But if the move by Washington was intended to send a message to Israel, it lacked some teeth.



The Biden administration is not halting all weapons to Israel and, at this point, has not made a final determination on how to proceed with the bombs withheld last week. In fact, officials said the administration had just approved the latest tranche of aid amounting to $827 million worth of weapons and equipment. The administration intends to send "every dollar" of the money just appropriated by Congress, the officials said.



Tensions between Mr. Biden and Mr. Netanyahu have grown steadily in recent months. During a phone conversation a month ago, Mr. Biden for the first time 
threatened to rethink U.S. support for the war
 if Mr. Netanyahu did not change course, according to a White House summary of the call. While Mr. Biden did not explicitly say he would limit or cut off arms during the call, that was an implied possibility.



Since then, the White House has credited Israel with responding to the president's demands by doing more to limit civilian casualties and facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid. In some ways, Israel has gradually moved closer to what some American military officials had been seeking from the start: A more surgical campaign prioritizing targeted operations.




Women mourn next to the bodies of Palestinians killed in Israeli strikes; more than 34,000 have been killed since the war began, according to Gazan health officials.




But differences over a possible invasion of Rafah and the terms of a cease-fire deal being negotiated by international mediators have led to new tensions between the White House and the Israelis.



Negotiators from Israel and Hamas were in Cairo on Wednesday amid a renewed international push on a proposed deal for a cease-fire, though Israeli officials said that 
major gaps remained
 between the sides.



In a sign of the growing urgency, Mr. Netanyahu met with Mr. Burns, the C.I.A. director, on Wednesday afternoon in Israel, according to an Israeli official who requested anonymity to discuss the talks. Another person briefed on hostage negotiations confirmed that Mr. Burns was traveling to Israel.



Mr. Burns has been shuttling across the region in recent days, trying to clinch a cease-fire deal that would see the release of hostages held in Gaza and Palestinian prisoners held in Israel.



The most substantive sticking point in the talks centers on a phrase that appears in both the Israeli- and Hamas-approved proposals: a path to a "sustainable calm."



In Hamas's revision, that phrase is clearly defined as a permanent end to the war and a complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from the Gaza Strip. Mr. Netanyahu has consistently opposed any deal that explicitly calls for a permanent cease-fire, saying Israeli forces would not stop fighting in Gaza until Hamas is destroyed and the hostages are released.



Hamas's revised proposal, Mr. Netanyahu said on Tuesday, was "very far from Israel's core demands." In his statement, he added that "military pressure on Hamas is an essential condition to secure the release of our hostages."



Julian E. Barnes
 contributed reporting from Washington.
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In Serbia, Xi Underlines Close Ties With Ally That Shares Wariness of U.S.



Visiting friendly leaders in Eastern Europe, the Chinese president commemorated the 25th anniversary of a misdirected U.S. airstrike that destroyed China's embassy in Belgrade.




President Aleksandar Vucic of Serbia with President Xi Jinping of China on Wednesday in Belgrade, Serbia, the latest stop on Mr. Xi's European tour.




By Andrew Higgins


May 08, 2024


China and Serbia on Wednesday proclaimed an "ironclad friendship" during a visit to Belgrade by the Chinese president, Xi Jinping, underlining the close political and economic ties between two countries that share a wariness of the United States.



Mr. Xi arrived in Serbia late Tuesday -- the 25th anniversary of a mistaken 1999 airstrike involving the U.S. Air Force during the Kosovo war that destroyed the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade, the Serbian capital. Three Chinese journalists were killed in the strike.



Mr. Xi appeared briefly on Wednesday morning with the Serbian president, Aleksandar Vucic, before a cheering crowd gathered in front of the Palace of Serbia, the former headquarters of the now defunct government of Yugoslavia that now houses Serbian government offices.



"The ironclad friendship between China and Serbia has withstood the test of international storms and tribulations," Mr. Xi told Mr. Vucic in a meeting, according to an 
account from Xinhua
, China's official news agency. "It has a deep historical bedrock, a robust political foundation, wide-ranging common interests and a solid basis in public opinion."



In contrast to Mr. Xi's last visit to Eastern and Central Europe in 2016, during which he faced noisy protests in the Czech Republic, he received a uniformly friendly reception in Belgrade, with the authorities reportedly detaining potential protesters and mobilizing state workers to cheer him.



Sara Markovic, a Belgrade resident, told N1, an independent television station, that her father, a practitioner of China's banned Falun Gong spiritual movement, and several other followers of what Beijing calls an "evil cult" had been taken into custody ahead of Mr. Xi's visit. Efforts to reach the Serbian police to confirm the reports were unsuccessful.



China is Serbia's largest foreign investor and increasingly 
close economic relations
 have helped expand a relationship forged before the collapse of Yugoslavia, whose capital was Belgrade, in the early 1990s by shared wariness of Western and Soviet power.



The 25th anniversary of the NATO bombing has come at a time when Mr. Xi's government is trying to steady relations with the United States and Western Europe. He had been expected to visit the bombed embassy site, usually a mandatory stop for Chinese officials visiting Belgrade, but had not yet appeared there by late afternoon. Mr. Xi visited the site, redeveloped as a Chinese cultural center, on his last trip to Serbia in 2016.



"This we should never forget," Mr. Xi said in a 
statement published on Tuesday by Politika
, a Serbian newspaper, recalling that "25 years ago today, NATO flagrantly bombed the Chinese Embassy." He said that China's friendship with Serbia had been "forged with the blood of our compatriots" and "will stay in the shared memory of the Chinese and Serbian peoples."




Firefighters walking through rubble at the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade after it was hit in a NATO bombing in 1999.




Beijing's underlying suspicions about Western intentions, and the role of NATO, persist -- a point that surfaced in Chinese official and media comments about the anniversary. But Mr. Xi refrained from the aggrieved outrage voiced in Beijing by the Chinese Foreign Ministry.



"The Chinese people will never forget this barbaric atrocity committed by NATO and will never accept such tragic history repeating itself," Lin Jian, a spokesman for the ministry, 
told reporters in Beijing
 on Tuesday.



Serbia, which still harbors deep grievance over the defeat of Christian Serbs by Ottoman Turks in a battle in 1389, shares with China a view of itself as a righteous force wronged by hostile outsiders.



Serbia and China are also bound by mutual support for each other's territorial claims -- China's to the breakaway island of Taiwan and Serbia's to Kosovo, formerly Serbian land that declared an independent state after the NATO bombing campaign.



"Just as we have clear positions on the issue of Chinese integrity -- that Taiwan is China -- so they support the territory of Serbia without any reservation," Mr. Vucic, who was Serbia's information minister under President Slobodan Milosevic during the Kosovo war, said on Wednesday.



China, Mr. Xi said, "supports Serbia's efforts to preserve its territorial integrity regarding Kosovo."



Public opinion has soured dramatically on China in much of Europe, particularly in formerly Communist countries to the east, because of the 
war in Ukraine
. But Serbia, which, like China, has close ties to Russia, has remained solidly pro-Chinese and still looks to China for billions of dollars in investment.



But as with nearly all European countries, Serbia has a widening trade deficit with China, a gap that Mr. Vucic hopes can be narrowed by a new free trade agreement that he said on Wednesday would allow Serbia to export 95 percent of its goods duty-free. While Serbia has few products that China needs, Mr. Vucic said Serbian farmers would benefit from new Chinese contracts for prunes, plums and blueberries.



Mr. Vucic was one of only two European leaders, along with Prime Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary, who attended a gathering in Beijing in October to celebrate Mr. Xi's Belt and Road infrastructure program. President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia and dozens of other foreign leaders also attended. Mr. Xi is visiting Hungary next.



Belgrade has been decked with Chinese flags and billboards paying tribute to "beloved Chinese friends." Crowds lined the streets to welcome the Chinese leader, an outpouring of affection that opposition politicians said had been artificially manufactured by the authorities, which they said had ordered street cleaners and other state workers to skip work and cheer Mr. Xi.



Serbia's state-owned television station even interrupted a broadcast of the Eurovision Song Contest, a hugely popular event watched by millions across Europe, to make way for coverage of a welcoming ceremony for Mr. Xi at Belgrade airport.



Chris Buckley
 contributed reporting from Taipei, Taiwan, and 
Alisa Dogramadzieva
 from Belgrade, Serbia.
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Hong Kong Court Bans Democracy Song, Calling It a 'Weapon'



The decision could give the government power to force Google and other tech companies to limit access to "Glory to Hong Kong," an anthem of 2019 protests.




People singing "Glory to Hong Kong" during a pro-democracy rally in Hong Kong in 2019.




By Tiffany May


May 08, 2024


A Hong Kong court on Wednesday granted a government request to ban a popular pro-democracy anthem, raising further concerns about free speech in the city.



The decision, which overturned an initial ruling, could give the government power to force Google and other tech companies to restrict online access to the song in Hong Kong.



At issue in the case is "Glory to Hong Kong," which emerged in 2019 as an unofficial anthem for democracy protests and a flashpoint for the authorities, who considered it an insult to China's national anthem. The song has been banned from Hong Kong schools and has drawn angry official rebukes when played, 
apparently by mistake
, at international sports events.



Beijing has asserted greater control over the former British colony in recent years by imposing a national security law that has crushed nearly all forms of dissent. People convicted of posting seditious content online have gone to prison.



In March, the Hong Kong government enacted 
new security legislation
 that criminalized offenses like "external interference" and the theft of state secrets, creating potential risks for multinational companies operating in the Asian financial center.



In the "Glory to Hong Kong" case, a lower court judge ruled against the government last July and warned that an injunction against the song would cause a "chilling effect" in Hong Kong.



But in flipping that decision, three appellate judges said Wednesday that the anthem was a "weapon" that could be used to undermine national security.



"It has the effect of justifying and even romanticizing and glorifying the unlawful and violent acts inflicted on Hong Kong in the past few years, arousing and rekindling strong emotions and the desire to violent confrontations," the court wrote.



The petition does not name any companies or individuals but listed 32 links to videos of "Glory to Hong Kong" on YouTube or its sibling company, Google.



The government injunction, the court said, was "necessary to persuade" technology companies to "remove" the songs from their platforms.



A representative for Google said the company was reviewing the court's ruling and declined to comment further.



Analysts said that the verdict could compel YouTube to make the song unavailable in Hong Kong. It could also force Google to ensure that videos about "Glory to Hong Kong" are no longer listed in search results.



Lokman Tsui, a research fellow in Amsterdam with The Citizen Lab, a cybersecurity watchdog group, said the court was wrong to describe the song as a legitimate threat to national security.



"For speech to be censored or infringed on national security grounds, you have to be able to demonstrate intent and harm, and that the remedies you propose are the least restrictive," said Mr. Tsui, the former head of free expression for Asia and the Pacific at Google. "There's no evidence that national security is harmed," he added.



After Google declined a public request by the government to remove the song in December 2022, Hong Kong's security chief called the company's decision "unthinkable."



Like most tech companies, Google has a 
policy
 of 
removing or restricting access
 to material that is deemed illegal by a court in certain countries or places.



In recent years, requests to tech companies by the Hong Kong authorities to remove content have soared. But the internet in the city, in contrast to mainland China, has remained largely free of government control.



Facebook and Twitter were blocked from mainland China in 2009. A year later, Google shut down its China services and rerouted users to its search engine in Hong Kong, then a bastion of political freedom on Chinese soil.
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Environmental Changes Are Fueling Human, Animal and Plant Diseases, Study Finds



Biodiversity loss, global warming, pollution and the spread of invasive species are making infectious diseases more dangerous to organisms around the world.




White-footed mice, the primary reservoir for Lyme disease, have become more dominant in the U.S. as other rarer mammals have disappeared, one potential explanation for rising disease rates.




By Emily Anthes


May 08, 2024


Several large-scale, human-driven changes to the planet -- including climate change, the loss of biodiversity and the spread of invasive species -- are making infectious diseases more dangerous to people, animals and plants, according to 
a new study.



Scientists have documented these effects before in more targeted studies that have focused on specific diseases and ecosystems. For instance, they have found that a 
warming climate may be helping malaria expand
 in Africa and that a decline in wildlife diversity may be boosting Lyme disease cases in North America.



But the new research, a meta-analysis of nearly 1,000 previous studies, suggests that these patterns are relatively consistent around the globe and across the tree of life.



"It's a big step forward in the science," said Colin Carlson, a biologist at Georgetown University, who was not an author of the new analysis. "This paper is one of the strongest pieces of evidence that I think has been published that shows how important it is health systems start getting ready to exist in a world with climate change, with biodiversity loss."



In what is likely to come as a more surprising finding, the researchers also found that urbanization decreased the risk of infectious disease.



The new analysis, which was published in Nature on Wednesday, focused on five "global change drivers" that are altering ecosystems across the planet: biodiversity change, climate change, chemical pollution, the introduction of nonnative species and habitat loss or change.



The researchers compiled data from scientific papers that examined how at least one of these factors affected various infectious-disease outcomes, such as severity or prevalence. The final data set included nearly 3,000 observations on disease risks for humans, animals and plants on every continent except for Antarctica.



The researchers found that, across the board, four of the five trends they studied -- biodiversity change, the introduction of new species, climate change and chemical pollution -- tended to increase disease risk.



"It means that we're likely picking up general biological patterns," said Jason Rohr, an infectious disease ecologist at the University of Notre Dame and senior author of the study. "It suggests that there are similar sorts of mechanisms and processes that are likely occurring in plants, animals and humans."



The loss of biodiversity played an especially large role in driving up disease risk, the researchers found. Many scientists have posited that biodiversity can protect against disease through a phenomenon known as the dilution effect.



The theory holds that parasites and pathogens, which rely on having abundant hosts in order to survive, will evolve to favor species that are common, rather than those that are rare, Dr. Rohr said. And as biodiversity declines, rare species tend to disappear first. "That means that the species that remain are the competent ones, the ones that are really good at transmitting disease," he said.



Lyme disease is one oft-cited example. White-footed mice, which are the primary reservoir for the disease, have become more dominant on the landscape, as other rarer mammals have disappeared, Dr. Rohr said. That shift may partly explain why Lyme disease rates have risen in the United States. (The extent to which the dilution effect contributes to Lyme disease risk has been the subject of debate, and other factors, including climate change, are likely to be at play as well.)



Other environmental changes could amplify disease risks in a wide variety of ways. For instance, introduced species can bring new pathogens with them, and chemical pollution can stress organisms' immune systems. Climate change can alter animal movements and habitats, bringing new species into contact and allowing them 
to swap pathogens
.



Notably, the fifth global environmental change that the researchers studied -- habitat loss or change -- appeared to reduce disease risk. At first glance, the findings might appear to be at odds with previous studies, which have shown that deforestation can increase the risk of diseases ranging from malaria to Ebola. But the overall trend toward reduced risk was driven by one specific type of habitat change: increasing urbanization. 



The reason may be that urban areas often have better sanitation and public health infrastructure than rural ones -- or simply because there are fewer plants and animals to serve as disease hosts in urban areas. The lack of plant and animal life is "not a good thing," Dr. Carlson said. "And it also doesn't mean that the animals that are in the cities are healthier."



And the new study does not negate the idea that forest loss can fuel disease; instead, deforestation increases risk in some circumstances and reduces it in others, Dr. Rohr said.



Indeed, although this kind of meta-analysis is valuable for revealing broad patterns, it can obscure some of the nuances and exceptions that are important for managing specific diseases and ecosystems, Dr. Carlson noted.



Moreover, most of the studies included in the analysis examined just a single global change drive. But, in the real world, organisms are contending with many of these stressors simultaneously. "The next step is to better understand the connections among them," Dr. Rohr said.
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Anderson da Silva Pantaleao was at the snack bar he owns last Friday when clay-colored water began filling the streets in the southern Brazilian city of Porto Alegre. Soon, it was rushing into his ground-floor shop. By 9 p.m., the water was up to his waist.



"Then the fear starts to hit," he said. "You're just trying not to drown."



He dashed up to a neighbor's home on the second floor, taking refuge for the next three nights, rationing water, cheese and sausage with two others. Members of the group slept in shifts, fearing another rush of water could take them by surprise in the dead of night.



On Monday, water began flooding the second floor, and they thought the worst. Then, a military boat arrived and rescued Mr. Pantaleao, 43. A day later, despite heavy rains, he was trying to go back on a rescue boat to search for friends who were still missing or stranded.



"I can't leave them there," he said. "The water is running out, the food is running out."



Brazil is grappling with one of its worst floods in recent history. Torrential rains have drenched the southern state of Rio Grande do Sul, home to 11 million people, since late April and have triggered severe flooding that has submerged entire towns, blocked roads, broken a major dam and shut down the international airport until June.



At least 105 people have been killed and 130 others have been reported missing. The floods, which have stretched across most of Rio Grande do Sul's 497 municipalities, have forced nearly 164,000 people from their homes.



In the state capital, Porto Alegre, a city of 1.3 million perched on the banks of the Guaiba River, streets were submerged in murky water and the airport was shuttered by the deluge, with flights canceled through the end of the month.



The river rose to over 16 feet this week, exceeding the previous high levels seen during a major flood in 1941 that paralyzed the city for weeks.



The flooding has blocked roads into the city and hampered deliveries of basic goods. Supermarkets were running out of bottled water on Tuesday, and some residents reported walking up to three miles in search of clean drinking water.



Many of those stranded awaited help on rooftops. Some took desperate measures to flee: When the shelter her family was staying in flooded, Ana Paula de Abreu, 40, swam to a rescue boat while grasping her 11-year-old son under one arm. Two residents of one Porto Alegre neighborhood used an inflatable mattress to pull at least 15 people out of their inundated homes.



Search crews, which include the authorities and volunteers, were scouring flooded areas and rescuing residents by boat and air. With nowhere to land, some helicopters have used winches to pull up people stranded by the flooding.



Barbara Fernandes, 42, a lawyer in Porto Alegre, spent hours on the scorching roof of her apartment building on Monday, waving a red rag and her crutches toward the sky. A rescue helicopter finally spotted her in the late afternoon.



"You just don't know when they'll come for you," said Ms. Fernandes, who is recovering from surgery on her ankle and could not flee her building before the waters rose.



Nearly 67,000 people were living in shelters across the state, while others have taken refuge in the homes of family or friends. Some people who had access to neither option were sleeping in their cars or on the streets in areas that were still dry.



"It seems like we're living through the end of the world," said Beatriz Belmontt Abel, 46, a nursing technician who was volunteering at a shelter in the city of Canoas, across the river from Porto Alegre. "I never imagined I would see this happen."



In another shelter set up in a gym in Porto Alegre, volunteers distributed meals and clothes. Rows of mattresses lay on the floor, and cardboard boxes served as shelves. Those who had been rescued busied themselves sweeping the floor and making their temporary beds.



President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who visited the region last week, pledged federal funds to help the rescue efforts. The state authorities have also announced aid to pay for search crews, health services and housing for those whose homes were destroyed or damaged by floodwaters.



Even as rescues continued, the authorities worried that the crisis could worsen because another wave of severe weather was expected in coming days. With a cold front buffeting the region, meteorologists have forecast heavy rains, hail, thunderstorms and winds over 60 miles per hour.



The states's governor, Eduardo Leite, said the authorities were evacuating people from regions vulnerable to more turbulent weather. Some residents have refused to abandon their homes, fearing looting. Others have tried to return to their neighborhoods, hoping water levels will recede.



"It's not time to go home," Mr. Leite told reporters on Tuesday.



The flooding is the fourth weather-related crisis to hit Brazil's southern region in less than a year. In September, 37 people were killed in Rio Grande do Sul by torrential rains and punishing winds caused by a cyclone.



Climate experts say the region is reeling from the effects of El Nino, the cyclical climate phenomenon that can bring heavy rains to Brazil's southern regions while causing drought in the Amazon rainforest.



But the effects of El Nino have been exacerbated by a mix of climate change, deforestation and haphazard urbanization, according to Mercedes Bustamante, an ecologist and professor at the University of Brasilia.



"You're really looking at a recipe for disaster," said Dr. Bustamante, who has written several reports for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a body of experts convened by the United Nations.



For well over a decade, scientists have been 
warning
 policymakers that global warming would bring increased rains to this region.



As deforestation advances in the Amazon and elsewhere in Brazil, precipitation patterns are shifting and leading to more erratic rain patterns, according to Dr. Bustamante. As a result, rainfall is spread unevenly at times, drenching smaller areas or coming in torrential downpours over shorter periods.



Severe weather has also become more deadly in recent decades, as urban populations have grown and cities like Porto Alegre have pushed into forested areas that once acted as buffers against flooding and landslides, she added.



The latest floods caught Brazil "unprepared," Dr. Bustamante noted, highlighting the need to make cities more resilient to climate change and develop response strategies that better protect residents from extreme weather events, which are bound to become more frequent.



"It is a tragedy that, unfortunately, has been coming for some time," she said. "We hope that this serves as a call to action."



Manuela Andreoni
 contributed reporting from New York.
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Preparations Ramp Up for Global Security Force to Quell Haitian Violence



More than half a dozen nations have pledged personnel to a multinational effort to stabilize Haiti, where gangs have taken over much of the capital, setting off a major humanitarian crisis.




Residents fleeing the Delmas 22 neighborhood this month because of gang violence in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.




By David C. Adams and Frances Robles


May 07, 2024


U.S. military planes filled with civilian contractors and supplies have begun landing in Haiti, paving the way for a seven-nation security mission, led by Kenya, to deploy to the troubled Caribbean nation in the coming weeks, American officials say.



But even as the security situation worsens and millions of Haitians go hungry, a military-style deployment that is estimated to cost $600 million has just a fraction of the funding required.



Biden administration officials would not say whether a precise date for the deployment date had been set. The Kenyan government did not respond to requests for comment.



Several military flights, including at least seven from Charleston Air Force Base in South Carolina, have landed at Toussaint Louverture International Airport in Port-au-Prince, the capital, in the past week, according to the U.S. Southern Command.



Contractors were being flown in to help secure the airport before building a base of operations there for the international security force. More planes carrying construction contractors and equipment were expected in the coming days.



"The deployment of the multinational security support mission in Haiti is urgent, and we're doing all we can to advance that goal," Brian A. Nichols, assistant secretary of state for Western Hemisphere affairs, told reporters last week. 
"
Every day that goes by is a lost opportunity to provide greater security for the Haitian people. And that's why we're doing everything we can, along with our Kenyan partners to advance that
.
"



The United Nations first approved the security mission seven months ago to help Haiti, which has been ravaged by gang violence in a crisis that the U.N. says is pushing more than a million people toward famine.



The deployment was hobbled by a series of delays as opposition lawmakers in Kenya and a Kenyan court objected. Now, officials say, the legal impediments have been cleared for a 2,500-member security force, led by 1,000 police officers from Kenya, to Haiti, where several gangs have taken over large swaths of the capital.



More than half a dozen other countries have also pledged to contribute personnel in stages. Among them are the Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Chad and Jamaica have also volunteered personnel for the force, according to the United Nations.



Benin, in West Africa, pledged 1,500 to 2,000 people, and Jamaica offered 200 police officers and soldiers, according to 
letters submitted
 to the U.N. The Bahamas volunteered 150 law enforcement officers, who will concentrate on community policing, as well as maritime and port security.



In March, dozens of members of the Canadian Armed Forces flew to Jamaica to train Jamaican officers heading to Haiti in peacekeeping skills and combat first aid, the 
Canadian military said.



Other countries have publicly expressed interest but have not submitted official commitment letters.



Thousands of people have been killed in Haiti in the first few months of this year. In late February, gangs that for years clashed with another joined forces to take over much of the capital, blocking key infrastructure like ports, and taking over entire neighborhoods.



More than 350,000 people have been forced from their homes in the past year, and millions more are unable to work in the face of rampant violence and indiscriminate gunfire. Thousands of inmates were freed in late February as gangs attacked several prisons.



With the ports blocked for several weeks, ships could not dock, and food supplies dwindled. After more than two months, commercial flights are expected to restart next week.



Gang leaders said their goal was to force the resignation of Prime Minister Ariel Henry, and to prevent the international security deployment. Mr. Henry stepped down and a presidential transition council has been named with the goal of appointing a new interim government and organizing elections by late 2025.



The Haitian National Police has already drawn up plans with timetables for the takeover of all the areas currently occupied by the gangs, according to the police chief, Frantz Elbe.



"Our country, being a member of the great community of nations, cannot pretend to solve its problems alone, especially when these may have repercussions on the security of other states," Mr. Elbe said in an email to The New York Times.



The U.S. government has pledged $300 million for the security mission, but has faced obstacles in getting Congress to approve the release of funds. So far, just $10 million has been released.



A U.N. fund to pay for the mission has just $18 million, much of it pledged from Canada, according to the U.N. But there are other ways to finance the mission, including with in-kind donations like the provision of $70 million of materiel and equipment authorized by the Biden administration.



"We really hope it hits the ground as quickly as possible," said Stephanie Tremblay, a U.N. spokeswoman. "We cannot say that often enough."



While U.S. officials declined to say when the mission would begin arriving in Haiti, the timing was widely expected to coincide with a state visit by Kenya's president, William Ruto, on May 23.



"There's no question they're trying to make this a reality within the next couple of weeks," said Jake Johnston, a Haiti expert at the Center for Economic and Policy Research in Washington. "At this point, with all the planes landing, it's really clear they're going to have somebody on the ground by the time Ruto is in D.C., but it's going to be largely symbolic. This doesn't mean that there is like an operational force on the ground in two and a half weeks."
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How Parents of College Seniors Are Reacting to Campus Disruptions



No matter their opinions on pro-Palestinian demonstrations on campus, many parents are angry that final semesters and graduations have been upended.




Columbia University canceled its main commencement ceremony, causing dismay among many students and parents.




By Claire Fahy and Connor Michael Greene


May 07, 2024


The college experience for many of the parents of the Class of 2024 did not begin with the quintessential moment of loading up the car to drive to campus. Instead, parents wished their freshly minted college students luck as they logged on to classes online.



The pandemic meant that for many, there had been no high school graduation ceremonies. Now, some of the families who had to forgo college traditions are facing a graduation season that has been thrown into chaos by a wave of student-led protests sweeping colleges across the country.



Bunting and school banners have been replaced with tents and barricades as students have faced off with chants and dialogue that occasionally has veered into antisemitism, leading to police crackdowns and student suspensions. Some clashes between protesters and counterprotesters 
have even turned violent
.



Many parents interviewed this week said they had been worried about their children's safety on campus, while others were proud of their participation. Regardless of parents' politics or feelings about the Israel-Hamas war, many are furious at how administrations have responded -- by bringing in the police to tamp down protests, canceling events and communicating sporadically, if at all.



Columbia University in New York 
canceled its main graduation ceremony
 on Monday after weeks of unrest on its campus. Separate, smaller ceremonies for each of its 19 colleges will still be held.



Shamsa Merchant, whose daughter, Fayre Khalique, is graduating from Columbia this month, plans to travel from Atlanta to New York City to celebrate with family members. She was disappointed that, once again, her daughter's graduation would not go according to plan.



"These are the kids hit by Covid," Ms. Merchant said. "I was hoping she was going to shine and get what she deserves with all of her friends. So, yes, I'm very sad."



Emory University in Atlanta also announced on Monday that it was moving its universitywide commencement to an indoor complex off campus. And the University of Southern California decided last week to 
host a commencement "celebration" at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
 instead of having its traditional on-campus graduation ceremony.



Natalie Moss's daughter, Isabella Fenn, is also graduating from Columbia. Ms. Moss, who lives in White Plains, N.Y., said she was upset that her daughter had been denied a full graduation experience.



"It felt like a jab to the stomach," Ms. Moss said of the news that Columbia's commencement had been canceled.



Even on campuses where graduation ceremonies were not curtailed, parents bristled with frustration after weeks of disruption to their children's education and, in some cases, emotional distress caused by the protests.



In a letter sent to administrators at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology on Friday, a group of concerned parents said that by permitting a protest encampment on campus to continue, the school had "created a poisonous reality" for students who "cannot walk freely" across campus, are "concealing their Jewish identities" and are routinely experiencing stress and trauma.



"Students previously happy to attend M.I.T. cannot wait until the semester is finished to flee from campus," the parents wrote. "This extends to graduating students and their families who cannot wait to leave the school, as opposed to looking forward to celebrating their commencement and achievements."



Dr. Elad Levy, an Israeli-born surgeon in western New York and a member of the parents' group, said it had been a "brutal" year for his daughter, a 19-year-old sophomore.



"Last year, it was, 'I found my people, it feels like home,' and this year it's 180 degrees different," he said. "I tell her to find strength in the turmoil, that the world is not an easy place, and that she is stronger than hate."



Other parents were frustrated by schools' communication with students and their parents. Lynn Taska, a clinical psychologist in New Jersey and the mother of a student at Emerson College in Boston, where the police dismantled a protest encampment last month, said she had not received enough substantive information about decisions made by administrators.



"We get these nice emails from the president, but I don't feel I know enough," Ms. Taska, who supported students' right to protest, said. "Colleges don't want parents involved, and so I don't think parents at any institution are getting the transparency we would want."



But some parents said they saw the protests as part of the essence of a college experience.



Albert Yaboni, whose daughter is graduating this spring from Columbia and has participated in campus protests, said that campuses have long been hotbeds of this kind of discourse. Mr. Yaboni and his family are from Smithtown on Long Island and, despite being saddened by the cancellation of the school's main commencement, support his daughter's activism, he said.



"I think that college campuses are for the purpose of expressing your opinion and for protests -- going back to 1968 and to apartheid," Mr. Yaboni said. "I don't know if you can divorce the two things."



Regardless of their stance on the protests' merit, many parents just wanted to be able to mark this moment with their children. Claudette Khachatourian, a single mother whose daughter is graduating from N.Y.U. this month, said she was afraid her daughter's school would follow Columbia's lead and cancel commencement.



"I've done everything and anything to fulfill my kids' dreams to come true," Ms. Khachatourian said. "This is going to be a lifetime scar on kids who aren't going to graduate."



Ms. Moss, the Columbia parent, had similar sentiments but said that the adversity the Class of 2024 had faced over the past four years would be good for them in the future.



"I had to stop and say, 'She's going to be OK,'" Ms. Moss said of her daughter. "The whole class is meant for something more."



Jenna Russell
 contributed reporting.
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Man Is Charged After Hitting Pro-Palestinian Protester With His Car



Two pro-Palestinian demonstrators whom the driver, Reuven Kahane, was arguing with were also arrested and charged.




Pro-Palestinian protesters walked from Columbia University down to Hunter College in protest of the war in Gaza.




By Hurubie Meko


May 08, 2024


A man who got into an argument with pro-Palestinian demonstrators before hitting one with his car on the Upper East Side of Manhattan on Tuesday has been charged with assault, according to the police.



The man, Reuven Kahane, 57, was arguing with two demonstrators around 9 a.m. when he struck a 55-year-old woman with his vehicle, the police said. In reaction, the demonstrators hit Mr. Kahane's car.



Mr. Kahane was charged with second-degree assault. The demonstrator who was hit, Maryellen Novak, was treated at Weill Cornell Medical Center for minor injuries. She was arrested and charged with criminal mischief and unlawful assembly. The other demonstrator involved, John Rozendaal, 63, was also arrested and charged with criminal mischief.



Mr. Kahane was arraigned Wednesday morning and released without bail. The Manhattan district attorney's office declined to prosecute Ms. Novak and Mr. Rozendaal, according to a statement.



Lawyers for Mr. Kahane, Sara Shulevitz and Mindy Meyer, said that "more facts will come to light" in the course of the case.



"We're confident that our client will be exonerated of all charges," they said.



According to public and genealogical records, Mr. Kahane is cousins with Rabbi Meir Kahane, the Brooklyn-born founder of the Jewish Defense League and leader of a militant anti-Arab fringe movement in Israel 
who was killed shortly after addressing a Zionist conference in New York City in 1990
.



Asked about the familial connection, Ms. Shulevitz and Ms. Meyer said they "haven't seen his family tree, and it's unrelated to this case."



The protesters on Tuesday were part of a group of about 25 people demonstrating outside of 755 Park Avenue, the police said, and the group was walking away when Mr. Kahane got into "a verbal dispute" with two of them.



A student group, Columbia University Apartheid Divest, disputed the police account, saying 
in a statement
 that Mr. Kahane drove up to the protesters in his car and asked for a flier before "grabbing the protester's arm."



As they were leaving, the group said, he "circled the block to drive into our peaceful demonstration" and struck a person whom they identified as one of the group's de-escalation team members.



The episode is the second time in a week that members of their group have been assaulted and the fourth hospitalization, the statement said.



The incident on the Upper East Side came 
a week after police officers in riot gear arrested
 dozens of pro-Palestinian demonstrators from a Columbia University building they were occupying. For two weeks in April and May, a protest encampment took over a central lawn on campus, spurring protests at schools around the country aimed at pressuring universities to divest funds from companies connected to the Israeli military campaign in Gaza.



In a phone call on Wednesday, Mr. Rozendaal said that he was also at the demonstration as a de-escalator at the request of the student group. He had attended other demonstrations as a protester, but on Tuesday his sole role was "keeping people safe," he said.



Mr. Rozendaal, a musician who lives in Manhattan, declined to give an account of what led to the confrontation with Mr. Kahane or the aftermath. But he said that during their demonstration in front of a Columbia University trustee's home, they were approached by people who were " really, really angry."



"It was a challenge during those two hours to have compassion for everybody on the scene because anger comes from fear and it doesn't come from nowhere," he said. "But it also felt like it was making people unsafe."



As the group was leaving the area, he said, the confrontation with Mr. Kahane occurred.



Mr. Rozendaal, who was not struck, said he was released from central booking -- where people arrested are taken to be processed -- around 2:30 a.m. on Wednesday and was told that the Manhattan district attorney's office had "declined to prosecute" his case.



"The story is what's happening to the people in Gaza and United States' complicity and Columbia University's complicity," he said. "And the other piece of the story is the courage of Columbia University students in refusing to be complicit. And I was there to support that."



Susan C. Beachy
 contributed research.
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With Speakers Missing and Security High, U.S.C. Tries to Save Its Graduation



The university is known for going all out on the ceremonies, but this year, after protests and arrests, the gloss is gone. Families are not happy.




Students and visitors walked through security checkpoints on the perimeter of the University of Southern California in Los Angeles last week.




By Shawn Hubler and Stephanie Saul


May 08, 2024


Few West Coast universities rival the pomp of the University of Southern California's commencements. Flags fly. Trumpets blare. Tens of thousands of relatives from around the world fill the Los Angeles campus, cheering for newly minted alumni. There are catered luncheons under chandeliers and Very Important Speakers: Kevin Feige, the president of Marvel Studios, took the stage last year to the "Avengers" theme song 
before delivering the commencement address
.



This week, however, the pageantry has been sorely tested, barraged by weeks of campus protest and controversy. The Class of 2024 will have no grand main-stage commencement, no Hollywood executive dispensing wisdom to graduates from across the university.



While smaller celebrations will go on at the university's 23 schools and academic units, at least two keynote speakers have publicly withdrawn from the school of education's commencement, and others have quietly pulled out at the last minute.



The school of dramatic arts confirmed Monday that Liza Colon-Zayas, who plays Tina on the FX series "The Bear," "is no longer able to join us." The actor Jaren Lewison, of the Netflix series "Never Have I Ever," is rethinking his commitment to address thousands of graduates at two large commencements for the Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences, according to a representative who spoke on condition of anonymity earlier this week. Two of three speakers at the engineering school's ceremony disappeared abruptly from the school's graduation website.




U.S.C. students protested the canceled valedictorian address of Asna Tabassum.




The verdant campus -- ordinarily covered with rows of folding chairs at this time of year, as if for a mass wedding -- has been closed to noncredentialed visitors behind a system of T.S.A.-like checkpoints. Movement will be tightly controlled at commencement. Families of graduates will need special digital tickets to move among venues. Bags will be searched and banners, beach umbrellas, selfie sticks and other equipment that might be repurposed for political protest will be confiscated.



A hastily arranged party at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum will offer some semblance of the usual grandeur, but just how many of the 18,000 graduates and their relatives will attend the weeknight event is unclear.



"Some of my friends say they're just going to go and boo the administration," said Ella Blain, 23, who blamed senior university leaders for upending her graduation from the School of Dramatic Arts. A self-described "fourth-generation Trojan" from Pasadena, Ms. Blain, who has spent much of her life imagining her own U.S.C. commencement, called this year's graduation "a joke."



As student protests over Israel's war in Gaza collide with commencements around the country, universities are scrambling to preserve some shred of the time-honored rite of passage. In this globally conflicted moment, that aspiration is turning out to be a tall order: a ceremony that somehow honors a sea of capped-and-gowned young people and thousands of their loved ones without violating free speech, stifling jubilation or enabling rogue protests.



At some schools, that challenge has been daunting. Last weekend, demonstrators disrupted ceremonies at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Indiana University at Bloomington and Northeastern University in Boston.



Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, dropped out as the University of Vermont's commencement speaker under pressure from student groups that objected to the Biden administration's support of Israel. Arizona's public universities ramped up security and barricaded fields in advance of this week's ceremonies. On Monday, Columbia University 
canceled its main commencement ceremony
, leaving only smaller, individual school events. .



At U.S.C., where commencement ceremonies are set to begin on Wednesday, university leaders are straining to hold the school's renowned graduation together amid backlash to a series of moves that were aimed, paradoxically, at heading off potential conflict and unrest.



In mid-April, U.S.C. canceled the speech by its valedictorian, Asna Tabassum, after pro-Israel groups complained about a pro-Palestinian link on her social media bio. Four days later, the university announced that it was "redesigning the commencement" and 
canceled its keynote speech
 by an alumnus, Jon M. Chu, the director of "Crazy Rich Asians."



"The provost at U.S.C. called me at work," said Marcia McNutt, the president of the National Academy of Sciences, who had been slated to receive an honorary degree. "They just said that, given all the turmoil, they thought it was best to postpone the honorary degrees, and I said I completely agreed."



The decision only escalated the uproar. Pro-Palestinian students tried to set up an encampment on campus days later, and university officials summoned the Los Angeles police. The ensuing demonstration ended in the arrest of 93 people, of whom more than a third were unaffiliated with the campus. The university announced the next day that it was canceling its main commencement entirely.



Since then, U.S.C. has struggled to manage the fallout.



"This has just been a train wreck," said Ms. Blain's mother, Annette Ricchiazzi, 52, a U.S.C. alumna and former university employee, referring to the university leadership's "inconsistent and confusing" handling of the cancellations and protests. "Many parents are disgusted and up in arms."



In messages to the campus, President Carol Folt has underscored the university's respect for free speech and its responsibility to protect students. Missives have alternately announced that protesters would be referred for disciplinary action and that plans for some 47 satellite commencement ceremonies are "in full swing."



And normalcy has prevailed, in some corners of the 47,000-student campus.



A representative of the actor Sean Penn -- known for his progressive stances on international issues -- confirmed that he remained on track to address graduates of the pharmacy school, which worked with Community Organized Relief Effort, a nonprofit that he co-founded, to distribute Covid-19 vaccinations at Dodger Stadium during the pandemic.



Justice Goodwin Liu of the California Supreme Court, who is one of the state's best-known liberal jurists, remained committed to delivering the keynote address at the law school, according to Merrill Balassone, a spokeswoman.



Phil Chan, co-founder of Final Bow for Yellowface, an organization that pushes to eliminate demeaning depictions of Asians in ballet, said that he would keep his commitment to the school of dance to promote his message of inclusion.



And yet, he acknowledged, "it's a very uncomfortable position to be in."



By contrast, the writers C Pam Zhang and Safiya Umoja Noble, a MacArthur fellow, 
dropped out as keynote speakers
 for the commencement ceremonies at the Rossier School of Education -- citing the invitation of police to campus, the arrest of dozens of protesters, and the decision to censor Ms. Tabassum.



 



At the engineering school, where Ms. Tabassum, the valedictorian, will be graduating, professors were trying to resurrect her chance to speak.



A resolution by the executive council of the engineering school's faculty asked that she address its commencement ceremony. The school's dean, Yannis C. Yortsos, did not respond to questions about whether the request would be approved.



And a petition, signed by 400 professors and expected to be discussed by the faculty Senate on Wednesday, demands that the university apologize to Ms. Tabassum and also calls for the censure of both Dr. Folt and the university provost.



Adding to the drama: the engineering school's website is no longer listing two previously announced graduation speakers: Kevin Crawford Knight, chief scientist for the ride-hailing company Didi Global, and Zohreh Khademi, a Microsoft executive. A spokesman for the school did not respond to questions about whether Ms. Khademi and Mr. Knight had withdrawn, and neither of them could be reached for comment.



A university committee had picked Ms. Tabassum, who is Muslim and of South Asian ancestry, from about 100 undergraduates with near 4.0 grade point averages. Her selection as graduation speaker sparked a bitter backlash from several 
pro-Israel groups. 
who 
objected
 to a pro-Palestinian site that she had linked to in a social media account.



Citing threats of a "disruption," the university canceled the valedictory speech, a campus tradition.



Ms. Tabassum, who grew up east of Los Angeles in suburban San Bernardino County, said in a statement that she was "profoundly disappointed" and questioned the school's motivation. She now faces harassment. An organization called Accuracy in Media, known for doxxing students, put up a web page calling her U.S.C.s "leading antisemite."



Hossein Hashemi, a professor of engineering, said that Ms. Tabassum, an aspiring physician, is widely respected by faculty. "At this point, she probably wishes she was not even elected as valedictorian," said Dr. Hashemi, who is leading a campaign on her behalf.



Not all the pomp has been lost. The last-minute party being thrown by the school on Thursday night will include the Trojan Marching Band, fireworks and drone shows.



"Not going to lie, it sounds like a cool event," said Dustin Jeffords, 37, who will receive a master's degree in communications management. He, his wife, his parents, his in-laws and two siblings are planning to be there.



Still, he said, having come to college late, after military service, he had been especially excited about the big U.S.C. commencement, with its bells and whistles, given the sacrifice that earned it.



"As great as these convocation ceremonies are, the big one with the pomp and circumstance is such a big deal and something I was looking forward to," he said. "To have the finish line disappear in front of your eyes is disappointing."
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In 2010, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. was experiencing memory loss and mental fogginess so severe that a friend grew concerned he might have a brain tumor. Mr. Kennedy said he consulted several of the country's top neurologists, many of whom had either treated or spoken to his uncle, Senator Edward M. Kennedy, before his death the previous year of brain cancer.



Several doctors noticed a dark spot on the younger Mr. Kennedy's brain scans and concluded that he had a tumor, he said in a 2012 deposition reviewed by The New York Times. Mr. Kennedy was immediately scheduled for a procedure at Duke University Medical Center by the same surgeon who had 
operated on his uncle
, he said.



While packing for the trip, he said, he received a call from a doctor at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital who had a different opinion: Mr. Kennedy, he believed, had a dead parasite in his head.



The doctor believed that the abnormality seen on his scans "was caused by a worm that got into my brain and ate a portion of it and then died," Mr. Kennedy said in the deposition.



Now an independent presidential candidate, the 70-year-old Mr. Kennedy has portrayed his athleticism and relative youth as an advantage over 
the two oldest people
 to ever seek the White House: President Biden, 81, and former President Donald J. Trump, 77. Mr. Kennedy has secured a place on the ballots in Utah, Michigan, Hawaii and, his campaign says, 
California
 and Delaware. His intensive efforts to gain 
access in more states
 could put him in a position to tip the election.



He has gone to lengths to appear hale, skiing with a 
professional snowboarder
 and with an Olympic gold medalist 
who called him a "ripper"
 as they raced down the mountain. A camera crew 
was at his side
 while he lifted weights, shirtless, at an outdoor gym in Venice Beach.




Mr. Kennedy hit the slopes in Jackson Hole, Wyo., this year with the professional snowboarder Travis Rice.




Still, over the years, he has faced serious health issues, some previously undisclosed, including the apparent parasite.



For decades, Mr. Kennedy suffered from atrial fibrillation, a common heartbeat abnormality that increases the risk of stroke or heart failure. He has been hospitalized at least four times for episodes, although in an interview with The Times this winter, he said he had not had an incident in more than a decade and believed the condition had disappeared.



About the same time he learned of the parasite, he said, he was also diagnosed with mercury poisoning, most likely from ingesting too much fish containing the dangerous heavy metal, which can cause serious neurological issues.



"I have cognitive problems, clearly," he said in the 2012 deposition. "I have short-term memory loss, and I have longer-term memory loss that affects me."



In the interview with The Times, he said he had recovered from the memory loss and fogginess and had no aftereffects from the parasite, which he said had not required treatment. Asked last week if any of Mr. Kennedy's health issues could compromise his fitness for the presidency, Stefanie Spear, a spokeswoman for the Kennedy campaign, told The Times, "That is a hilarious suggestion, given the competition."



The campaign declined to provide his medical records to The Times. 
Neither President Biden nor Mr. Trump
 has released medical records in this election cycle. However, the White House put out a 
six-page health summary
 for President Biden in February. Mr. Trump released a 
three-paragraph statement
 from his doctor in November.



On Wednesday afternoon, hours after this article was published, Mr. Kennedy 
posted a comment
 on his X profile. "I offer to eat 5 more brain worms and still beat President Trump and President Biden in a debate," the post read. "I feel confident in the result even with a six-worm handicap."



Doctors who have treated parasitic infections and mercury poisoning said both conditions can sometimes permanently damage brain function, but patients also can have temporary symptoms and mount a full recovery.



Some of Mr. Kennedy's health issues were revealed in the 2012 deposition, which he gave during divorce proceedings from his second wife, Mary Richardson Kennedy. At the time, Mr. Kennedy was arguing that his earning power had been diminished by his cognitive struggles.



Mr. Kennedy provided more details, including about the apparent parasite, in the phone interview with The Times, conducted when he was on the cusp of getting on his first state ballot. His campaign declined to answer follow-up questions.



In the days after the 2010 call from NewYork-Presbyterian, Mr. Kennedy said in the interview, he underwent a battery of tests. Scans over many weeks showed no change in the spot on his brain, he said.



Doctors ultimately concluded that the cyst they saw on scans contained the remains of a parasite. Mr. Kennedy said that he did not know the type of parasite or where he might have contracted it, though he suspected it might have been during a trip through South Asia.



Several infectious disease experts and neurosurgeons said in separate interviews with The Times that, based on what Mr. Kennedy described, they believed it was likely a pork tapeworm larva. The doctors have not treated Mr. Kennedy and were speaking generally.



Dr. Clinton White, a professor of infectious diseases at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, said microscopic tapeworm eggs are sticky and easily transferred from one person to another. Once hatched, the larvae can travel in the bloodstream, he said, "and end up in all kinds of tissues."



Though it is impossible to know, he added that it is unlikely that a parasite would eat a part of the brain, as Mr. Kennedy described. Rather, Dr. White said, it survives on nutrients from the body. Unlike tapeworm larvae in the intestines, those in the brain remain relatively small, about a third of an inch.



Some tapeworm larvae can live in a human brain for years without causing problems. Others can wreak havoc, often when they start to die, which causes inflammation. The most common symptoms are seizures, headaches and dizziness.



There are roughly 2,000 hospitalizations for the condition, known as neurocysticercosis, each year in the United States, according to 
the journal Emerging Infectious Diseases
.



Scott Gardner, curator of the Manter Laboratory for Parasitology at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, said that once any worm is in a brain, cells calcify around it. "And you're going to basically have almost like a tumor that's there forever. It's not going to go anywhere."



Dr. Gardner said it was possible a worm would cause memory loss. However, severe memory loss is more often associated with another health scare Mr. Kennedy said he had at the time: mercury poisoning.



Mr. Kennedy said he was then subsisting on a diet heavy on predatory fish, notably tuna and perch, both known to have elevated mercury levels. In the interview with The Times, he said that he had experienced "severe brain fog" and had trouble retrieving words. Mr. Kennedy, an environmental lawyer who has railed against the dangers of mercury contamination in fish from 
coal-fired power plants
, had his blood tested.



He said the tests showed his mercury levels were 10 times what the Environmental Protection Agency considers safe.



At the time, Mr. Kennedy also was a few years into his crusade against thimerosal, a mercury-containing preservative used in some vaccines. He is a longtime vaccine skeptic who has falsely linked childhood inoculations to a rise in autism, 
as well as to other medical conditions
.



In the interview, Mr. Kennedy said he was certain his diet had caused the poisoning. 
"
I loved tuna fish sandwiches. I ate them all the time," he said.



The Times described Mr. Kennedy's symptoms to Elsie Sunderland, an environmental chemist at Harvard who has not spoken to Mr. Kennedy and responded generally about the condition.



She said the mercury levels that Mr. Kennedy described were high, but not surprising for someone consuming that quantity and type of seafood.



Mr. Kennedy said he made changes after these two health scares, including getting more sleep, traveling less and reducing his fish intake.



He also underwent chelation therapy, a treatment that binds to metals in the body so they can be expelled. It is generally given to people contaminated by metals, such as lead and zinc, in industrial accidents. Dr. Sunderland said that when mercury poisoning is clearly diet-related, she would simply recommend that the person stop eating fish. But another doctor who spoke to The Times said she would advise chelation therapy for the levels Mr. Kennedy said he had.



Mr. Kennedy's heart issue began in college, he said, when it started beating out of sync.



In 2001 he was admitted to a hospital in Seattle while in town to give a speech, according to news reports. He was treated, and released the next day. He was hospitalized at least three additional times between September 2011 and early 2012, including once in Los Angeles, he said in the deposition. On that visit, he said, doctors used a defibrillator to shock his heart to reset the rhythm.



He said in the deposition that stress, caffeine and a lack of sleep triggered the condition. "It feels like there's a bag of worms in my chest. I can feel immediately when it goes out," he said.



He also said in the deposition and the interview that he had contracted hepatitis C through intravenous drug use in his youth. He said he had been treated and had no lingering effects from the infection.



Mr. Kennedy has spoken publicly about one other major health condition -- spasmodic dysphonia, a neurological disorder that causes his vocal cords to squeeze too close together and explains his hoarse, sometimes strained voice.



He first noticed it when he was 42 years old, he said in the deposition. Mr. Kennedy for years 
made a significant amount of money giving speeches
, and that business fell off as the condition worsened, he said.



He told 
an interviewer last year
 that he had recently undergone a procedure available in Japan to implant titanium between his vocal cords to keep them from involuntarily constricting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/08/us/rfk-jr-brain-health-memory-loss.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Using Cartoonish Accents, J.F.K.'s Grandson Insults and Mocks Robert F. Kennedy Jr.



In an escalation of the family feud, the son of Caroline Kennedy portrayed heavily accented characters who suggested that his cousin, the presidential candidate, was on steroids, not too smart and a liar.




Jack Schlossberg's videos, on Instagram, are a modern reminder that broad swaths of the Kennedy family reject Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s campaign.




By Chris Cameron


May 08, 2024


The grandson of President John F. Kennedy this week savaged his presidential-candidate cousin, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., in a series of mocking, meant-to-be-funny videos that were, inarguably, uncharacteristically un-Kennedyesque, escalating a civil war within America's most storied political dynasty.



In a series of Instagram posts, the grandson, Jack Schlossberg, 31, variously called Mr. Kennedy, 70, a "prick," suggested he was using steroids, said he was "lying to us" and portrayed him as a 
Russian stooge
 and a stalking horse for Donald J. Trump.



But what viewers may be more struck by, or even insulted by, are the heavily accented caricatures the young scion used to dramatize his points.



He impersonates a Massachusetts fan of the Kennedys named Jimmy, sounding like Ben Affleck in a Dunkin' Donuts commercial.



"You know, I'm a fan of his father," Mr. Schlossberg says, as Jimmy. "And you know his uncle? Rest in peace, I remember where I was the day he was killed, I mean it was a tragic day, the entire country wept. But listen, that guy, he's a prick. The new guy, the young guy, he's a friggin prick."



He 
channels a southerner named Wade
 who raises horses and says, "You can always tell when a horse is being pumped full of testosterone -- steroids doesn't make the horse think any better." And he 
conjures an Italian-American Long Islander named Anthony
 (or "Ant'ny") who worries that Mr. Kennedy would slash the military at a time when China, Russia, "everyone's on our ass."




Mr. Schlossberg with his mother, Caroline Kennedy, on a trip to the Solomon Islands last year.




What may be the edgiest impression, though, is Mr. Schlossberg's 
depiction of Joshua, an older New York Jewish man
, who speaks in a kindly, singsong voice about Mr. Kennedy, until coming around to his fear that the candidate would follow through on his promise to do away with the Federal Reserve.



If so, he shouts, "Who is going to protect my money?"



For a family whose chowder-specked, "r"-averse New England timbre has long been the subject of hacky impressions from the public, Mr. Schlossberg's wheel of faux-voter imitations was a striking inversion: While so many were imitating the Kennedys, this Kennedy, it appears, was working on his impressions of so many.



Here was a prince of Camelot, John Bouvier Kennedy Schlossberg, with possible political ambitions of his own, cycling between stereotypes of workaday voters to diminish a relative thought to be damaging the Kennedy name.



Mr. Schlossberg has long been in Mr. Biden's corner. He was 
featured at the 2020 Democratic National Convention
 alongside his mother, Caroline Kennedy, who is now Mr. Biden's 
ambassador to Australia
. And in a social-media video in July, he 
called his cousin's presidential campaign
, then aimed at defeating Mr. Biden in the Democratic primary, "an embarrassment."



But this attack seemed more stinging.



Some online fans have cheered the online antics of the young Kennedy heir, who has three Ivy League degrees -- and apparently abundant leisure time: Bearing a striking resemblance to his late uncle, John F. Kennedy Jr., Mr. Schlossberg has posed 
flexing on the beach
, 
breaking open coconuts
, surfing and otherwise playing the role of a 
laid-back beach bum
.



The Biden campaign did not immediately respond to questions of whether Mr. Schlossberg's video barrage had been coordinated with the campaign.



It did, however, seem likely to further strain his extended family.



Mr. Kennedy, whose campaign did not respond to a request for comment, has leaned heavily on throwback imagery and Camelot nostalgia, offering himself as an heir to the family's political legacy.




Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has tethered himself to the family's political legacy during his campaign.




Mr. Schlossberg's videos -- which have often appeared to be filmed beachside in a tropical-looking locale -- are a very modern reminder that broad swaths of the Kennedy family wholly reject that idea.



At minimum, Mr. Schlossberg, who has hinted in the past that he has his eye on elected office, has demonstrated a willingness to take comedic risks. Then again, candidate humor -- itself an occasional oxymoron -- tends to succeed most when it is self-deprecating, rather than aimed at members of the electorate.



Whatever his flaws, and however reliant he may be on hackneyed stereotypes, Mr. Schlossberg is plainly a committed performer.



And someone who pays attention to his replies.



Seeing the reaction to his videos, as well as some criticism from people taking offense to his caricatures, he posted a series of sorry-not-sorry clips, again in character.



"They say I do these accents, I'm making fun of people, making fun of working people," he 
said as Anthony
. "Not my intention, no disrespect." 
And as Joshua
, he insisted that he was "not making fun of anyone, because I am Jewish, and I grew up in New York City."



"These characters," he added -- still in Joshua's voice, but seeming to speak now as himself -- "actually help me cope."
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Why Having Kennedy on the Ballot in Texas May Worry Ted Cruz



Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who expects to be on the ballot in Texas, could prove to be a wild card in the U.S. Senate race, which Ted Cruz had appeared likely to win.




Jeneen Schloz, a Robert F. Kennedy Jr. campaign volunteer, collects signatures for a petition to get her candidate on the presidential ballot in Austin on Tuesday.




By J. David Goodman


May 08, 2024


Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the independent presidential candidate, is on track to submit enough signatures to get on the ballot in Texas, potentially setting the stage for a three-way contest in the nation's second most populous state.



While Mr. Kennedy is unlikely to win the Republican-dominated state, his addition to the presidential race in Texas could have an unintended and unexpected consequence: lending a hand to the Democratic challenger seeking to unseat Senator Ted Cruz.



For weeks, the Cruz campaign has been privately expressing concern, seeing Mr. Kennedy as perhaps the biggest wild card in a race that Mr. Cruz had hoped to comfortably win. Texas has favored Mr. Trump in the last two elections, winning about 52 percent of the state's vote in 2020.



But a three-way race in November could upset that balance by bringing more voters to the polls who dislike both Mr. Trump and President Biden. More of those voters appear to also dislike Mr. Cruz, a two-term incumbent with nearly universal name recognition in Texas.



A recent poll
 found that Mr. Kennedy's supporters favored the Democrat, Representative Colin Allred, over Mr. Cruz in the race for the U.S. Senate by a significant margin.



"The race where Kennedy is most consequential is the Senate race," said Mark P. Jones, a Rice University political science professor who worked on the poll for the Texas Hispanic Policy Foundation. "Kennedy is going to mobilize people who would otherwise stay home, and those Kennedy voters are going to be more likely to support Allred than Cruz."




Mr. Kennedy is trying to get on the ballot in every state, but he has succeeded so far in only a few, including Michigan. 




The Kennedy campaign has been gathering signatures for weeks to get onto the ballot in Texas, which has among the most difficult requirements of any state. The state requires independent candidates to submit a petition with at least 113,151 signatures from registered voters who did not vote in a presidential primary.



Mr. Kennedy has already far surpassed that number, though not all the signatures have yet been verified by the campaign. "We have collected more than 200,000 signatures," Stefanie Spear, the press secretary for the Kennedy campaign, said.



Ms. Spear added that the campaign was working to verify the signatures and collect new ones, with a goal of submitting more than 180,000 signatures to the Texas secretary of state in order to survive any potential legal challenges. She declined to comment on the Senate race.



The deadline for submitting the signatures is Monday. Mr. Kennedy was scheduled to appear at a rally in Austin that night.



Mr. Kennedy is trying to get on the ballot 
in every state
, but he has succeeded so far in only a few, including Michigan. While polls suggest that he would draw voters from both Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden, his efforts to get on the ballot have been resisted most actively by the Democratic Party, which has been concerned that his candidacy could endanger President Biden's re-election.



Given the political dynamics in Texas, which Mr. Trump is likely to win, it was not yet clear whether a challenge to Mr. Kennedy's signatures would come from Republican or Democratic officials.




Nina Miller, a Robert F. Kennedy Jr. campaign volunteer, collects signatures on Tuesday.




In a two-way race, Mr. Cruz has led in every poll so far, though most polls have not looked at the impact of Mr. Kennedy.



In the Texas Hispanic Policy Foundation survey, about 45 percent of Mr. Kennedy's supporters said that they supported Mr. Allred, a former N.F.L. linebacker from the Dallas area who was elected to Congress in 2018, versus around 30 percent for Mr. Cruz.



A Democrat has not won statewide in Texas since 1994.



"I'm not really supportive of Ted Cruz. I've never been supportive of Ted Cruz," said Michael Havens, 71, a former police officer and retired family therapist who was out collecting signatures for Mr. Kennedy at a park in Houston last month.



"And yet I'm also angry at the Democrats because they've screwed so many things up," he added. "I don't know who he's going to pull more votes from. I just decided I don't care. I'm here to change the system."



Matt Angle of the Lone Star Project, which supports Democrats in Texas, said that having Mr. Kennedy in the race would not hurt Mr. Allred and could even help him. "We're a long way to go," he cautioned. "But every little bit matters, and that could be a very close race."



Both Senate candidates have been aiming to win over moderate voters, competing to present themselves as the better bipartisan politician.



In an interview at his campaign headquarters, Mr. Cruz emphasized his work with Democrats on legislation related to Texas, including international bridge projects over the Rio Grande, interstate highways and NASA funding. He downplayed his image as a firebrand conservative.




Senator Ted Cruz of Texas has downplayed his image as a firebrand conservative.




"My model was always Ronald Reagan. I aspire to be a happy warrior," he said.



Unlike in 2018, when he narrowly defeated a Democratic challenger, Beto O'Rourke, Mr. Cruz said that he and his campaign this time around have tried to avoid "complacency" among Republicans of the sort that nearly sunk his re-election that year.



"Given how close the race was last time, it's a lot easier for people to understand, hey, we've got a real fight here," Mr. Cruz said.



The Allred campaign, looking to court Republicans and women in the major Texas suburbs, has highlighted issues, like access to abortion, that have been politically successful in other Republican-controlled states. The campaign also pointed to Mr. Allred's role in bipartisan legislation related to health care for veterans and infrastructure.



"What's happening in Texas is really -- it's a tragedy," Mr. Allred said during an appearance on 
"The Daily Show,"
 while discussing the effect of 
Texas's abortion ban
 on pregnant women with medical complications. "That doesn't sound like freedom to me."



A spokesman for Mr. Allred declined to comment on how Mr. Kennedy might affect the Senate race.
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Tim Scott Fund-Raiser Includes Trump-Resistant Donors as V.P. Race Heats Up



The South Carolina senator is said to be high on Donald Trump's list of potential running mates, and his fund-raising ability could lift his chances of being selected.




Senator Tim Scott will host a gathering for top Republican donors.




By Michael C. Bender


May 08, 2024


Senator Tim Scott of South Carolina, one of the top contenders to become Donald J. Trump's running mate, will host a gathering in Washington next month featuring Republican donors who so far remain publicly uncommitted to the party's presidential ticket.



Pitched as a meeting of Great Opportunity Policy, a tax-exempt group that supports Mr. Scott's political agenda, the private event on June 19 will double as a fund-raiser just as Mr. Trump's vice-presidential search is expected to start heating up.



A financial show of force for Mr. Scott's group could lift his chances of being selected by Mr. Trump, who has spoken to advisers at Mar-a-Lago about 
which potential running mates could help the campaign raise money
. For Mr. Scott, the event may help signal that he is a more palatable political figure for centrist donors and that adding him to the ticket could expand the network of financial resources Mr. Trump could tap into this year.



According to a copy of the invitation obtained by The New York Times, Mr. Scott's event will feature remarks from a range of major donors and other well-known figures:



Mr. Trump has become increasingly worried about a range of money problems. On the campaign trail, his advisers expect to be outgunned by President Biden's fund-raising operation. In the courtroom, his four criminal cases have led to sky-high legal bills, 
sapping roughly $50 million
 from his Save America political action committee last year.



The former president has responded by leaning into his own fund-raising efforts -- a major shift from his first campaign, in 2016, when he appealed to voters by portraying political donors as a malignant force undermining the interests of working-class Americans.



At a private fund-raiser on Saturday at his Mar-a-Lago club in South Florida, Mr. Trump told donors that they would not receive a picture with him if "you didn't pay enough," and added that he occasionally told his aides they scheduled too many photos before an event.



"They said, 'Well, they're paying $100,000 apiece for a picture' -- I say, 'OK, I'll do it,'" Mr. Trump said to applause from donors, 
according to a recording of the event
.



Attending the event was a large group of Republican officials, including Mr. Scott, whom the former president highlighted for the crowd as an "unbelievable" pro-Trump surrogate.



Mr. Scott, the only Black Republican in the Senate, has also been active in helping Mr. Trump raise money. This year, he helped organize a major fund-raiser before a key presidential primary contest in his home state.



Later this month, Mr. Scott is scheduled to attend a fund-raiser in Manhattan hosted by a group of billionaires, financial executives and longtime Republican donors, according to a person familiar with the planning who insisted on anonymity to discuss the private deliberations. Hosts for that event include Howard Lutnick, the chief executive of the investment firm Cantor Fitzgerald; John Paulson, a hedge fund billionaire who 
hosted an event for Mr. Trump last month
 in Palm Beach, Fla.; and J. Pepe Fanjul, a top executive at Florida Crystals, according to an invitation.



The policy gathering in Washington hosted by Mr. Scott next month, which seeks contributions of up to $250,000 from attendees, is expected to focus on antisemitism on college campuses and financial issues.



In a statement, Mr. Scott said the topics would be aimed at "expanding opportunity and access to the American dream."



"For too many Americans, prosperity is slipping out of reach," he said.



Maggie Haberman
 contributed reporting.
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Biden, Announcing A.I. Center, Highlights a Win of His and a Failing of Trump's



The president's visit to Wisconsin celebrated the investment by Microsoft in a center to be built on the site of a failed Foxconn project negotiated by his predecessor.




President Biden at the Intel campus in Chandler, Ariz., in March. His "Investing in America" agenda has focused on bringing billions of private-sector dollars into manufacturing and industries such as clean energy and artificial intelligence.




By Erica L. Green


May 08, 2024


President Biden on Wednesday announced the creation of an artificial intelligence data center in Wisconsin, highlighting one of his administration's biggest economic accomplishments in a crucial battleground state -- and pointing to a significant failure by his predecessor and 2024 challenger.



At the Gateway Technical College in Racine, Mr. Biden said the $3 billion project, which will be built by Microsoft, was an example of how he has delivered on promises that former President Donald J. Trump did not.



The Microsoft data center will be built on grounds where Mr. Trump, as president, announced in 2017 that Foxconn, the Taiwanese electronics manufacturer, would build a $10 billion factory for making LCD panels. Mr. Trump promised that it would be the "eighth wonder of the world," and visited the site with elected officials and golden shovels. But the project never materialized as expected.



On Wednesday, Mr. Biden took direct aim at the failed promise. "Look what happened -- they dug a hole with those golden shovels, and then they fell into it," Mr. Biden told the crowd.



"During the previous administration, my predecessor made promises, which he broke more than kept, left a lot of people behind in communities like Racine," Mr. Biden said. "On my watch, we make promises and we keep promises."



In his fourth trip to Wisconsin this year, Mr. Biden continued his aggressive campaign to paint a contrast with Mr. Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, who is in the fourth week of his 
criminal trial
 in connection with payments to a pornographic film star.



While in Wisconsin, Mr. Biden also attended a campaign event, where he spoke to Black voters about the 2024 election.



"I really think democracy is at stake here," Mr. Biden told the crowd of about 100 volunteers and supporters. He also warned that another Trump administration would threaten his accomplishments, telling the crowd that "Trump means what he says."



The Microsoft project is part of Mr. Biden's 
"Investing in America" agenda
, which has focused on bringing billions of private-sector dollars into manufacturing and industries such as clean energy and artificial intelligence. Microsoft expects that the new data center will create 2,300 union construction jobs and 2,000 permanent jobs.



Mr. Biden called Racine a "great comeback story," after the once-booming manufacturing town lost the Foxconn project, and thousands of jobs, under Mr. Trump. Mr. Biden said Wisconsin had seen substantial job and manufacturing growth during his tenure. "We're doing what has always worked in this country," Mr. Biden said, "giving people a fair shot, leaving nobody behind, growing the economy from the middle out and the bottom up, not the top down."



The Republican National Committee issued a statement during Mr. Biden's visit calling it part of his "Bankrupting America Tour."



"Joe Biden is trying to save face in Racine County as Wisconsinites feel the pain of Bidenomics," Michael Whatley, chairman of the committee, said in the statement. "Manufacturing has stalled, family farms are shuttering, and costs are up for everything from electricity and gas to food and housing."



The Foxconn factory was supposed to be one of Mr. Trump's marquee domestic manufacturing victories: the first major factory run by the electronics supplier in Wisconsin, with a promised 13,000 jobs.



Instead, the company abandoned its ambitious plans and produced only a fraction of the promised jobs, even after receiving millions in subsidies and bulldozing homes and farms to build the factory.



In a statement issued Wednesday, Foxconn defended its record in Wisconsin, saying that despite "changes in market demand and other challenges," the company "continues to grow with its community in Wisconsin."



Microsoft plans to work with Gateway Technical College to develop a "Datacenter Academy" that trains 1,000 workers across the state for data center and science and technology roles by 2030, according to the White House. The company also said it would expand its "Girls in STEM" program to two additional middle schools.



Brad Smith, vice chairman and president of Microsoft, who is also a Racine native, said the project represented that "we are a country where people come together, where people work together, where they address hard challenges and we get great things done."



Data centers can provide thousands of jobs to build, but they often do not require as many people to operate. The announcement's focus on providing training, particularly for manufacturers, reflects a central anxiety over whether A.I.'s promise to boost productivity will kill more jobs than it can enable.



Microsoft has built a tight alliance with the White House, even as it has recently suffered damaging and embarrassing hacks by groups affiliated with China and Russia. The Biden administration has positioned Microsoft as a key partner to secure U.S. leadership in the race with China to develop A.I. Last month, it 
helped orchestrate
 Microsoft's $1.5 billion investment in G42, an artificial intelligence giant in the United Arab Emirates, to put pressure on China's influence in the Gulf.



(The New York Times sued OpenAI and Microsoft in December, claiming copyright infringement of news content related to their A.I. systems.



Karen Weise
 contributed reporting from Seattle.
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News Analysis



Judge's Decisions in Documents Case Play Into Trump's Delay Strategy



Judge Aileen Cannon has given sober consideration to arguments that some experts say should have been promptly dispensed with, leaving a backlog of pretrial issues without a trial date in sight.




Judge Aileen M. Cannon of the Southern District of Florida has had each of her most minute decisions scrutinized by an often critical gallery of legal scholars and reporters.




By Alan Feuer


May 08, 2024


The decision by Judge Aileen M. Cannon to 
avoid picking a date
 yet for former President Donald J. Trump's classified documents trial is the latest indication of how her handling of the case has played into Mr. Trump's own strategy of delaying the proceeding.



It is not impossible that the trial could still take place before Election Day, but the path is exceedingly narrow. And the question of when -- or even whether -- the charges against Mr. Trump will go before a jury will now largely hinge on how Judge Cannon handles an array of pretrial matters in the next few months, issues that many legal experts have said she could dispense with much more quickly.



Judge Cannon, who was appointed by Mr. Trump in his final days in office, has been on the bench for only four years. She has 
limited experience
 overseeing trials of any kind -- let alone one involving explosive allegations that a former president and current candidate illegally took highly classified state secrets from the White House after he left office and then obstructed the government's repeated efforts to retrieve them.



For months now, she has stood in the glare of the spotlight with each of her most minute decisions scrutinized by an often critical gallery of legal scholars and reporters.



Nancy Gertner, a former federal judge who was appointed to the bench by President Bill Clinton, said that rookie jurists handling prominent matters deserve some measure of leeway. But she added that Judge Cannon had put herself outside the normal boundaries with her languid pace and her willingness to grant a sober audience to several of Mr. Trump's "meshuggeneh motions."



"For a new judge in a big case, she could just be being careful, but the length of time all of this has taken and things she is allowing seems way beyond that," Judge Gertner said. "She is treating everything the defense has done as if they all raise substantial and important issues, and that's just not true."



Throughout the case, Judge Cannon has shown herself willing to devote significant time to hearing legal motions in person that many federal judges would likely have rejected out of hand or at least decided more quickly on the merits of written filings.



In April, for example, she conducted a hearing to consider giving Mr. Trump's two co-defendants, Walt Nauta and Carlos De Oliveira, what is known as a bill of particulars, a detailed recitation of the charges in the case supplementing those laid out in the indictment.



Such documents are almost never granted to criminal defendants. And while Judge Cannon ultimately 
denied the requests
, her decision to open her courtroom to the issue in the first place was unusual.




Judge Cannon has been on the bench for four years, appointed by President Donald J. Trump in his last days in office.




Even more unusual perhaps was a separate decision, contained in her new scheduling order, to set a hearing in late June to decide what is known as the scope of the prosecution team working under Jack Smith, the special counsel appointed to oversee the federal prosecutions of Mr. Trump.



Prosecutors vehemently fought the move in March, telling Judge Cannon that no such proceeding had ever been held in the Southern District of Florida where she sits, and that there was neither case law nor any other legal authority to permit it.



But the hearing will now take place over the course of three full days. Her decision to hold it means Mr. Trump's lawyers will presumably be able to explore a twisted question of the law: whether they are entitled to learn more from prosecutors about how they went about pulling together the evidence turned over to the defense team as part of the discovery process.



That issue began percolating four months ago when Mr. Trump's lawyers told Judge Cannon in 
court papers
 that they needed more discovery. They asked specifically for information about how Mr. Smith may have worked with officials at the National Archives and with a vast swath of the U.S. national security establishment -- including top intelligence, defense and Justice Department personnel -- in bringing the case against Mr. Trump.



The lawyers want that information to bolster their claims that Mr. Smith worked hand in glove with the White House and other officials to prosecute Mr. Trump. And if Judge Cannon tells them they can have it, the case will be further delayed as prosecutors make their way through various federal agencies to collect it and turn it over to the defense.



More delays are likely to emerge from another of Judge Cannon's decisions this week: to postpone until mid-June the deadline for Mr. Trump's lawyers to submit a critical filing detailing an inventory of the classified materials they intend to use at trial.



The filing of that inventory is enormously important because it will begin a pitched and probably lengthy battle between the defense and prosecution over what sorts of classified materials the jury and the public will ultimately hear about.



Mr. Smith's team had originally asked Judge Cannon to force the defense to submit the classified filing by mid-March. Mr. Trump's lawyers, on the other hand, had initially pushed for June 17.



Appearing to split the difference last month, Judge Cannon set the deadline for May 9. But after last-minute pleas by Mr. Trump and Mr. Nauta to postpone it, she abruptly changed her mind on Tuesday and granted the defense's original request.



"The way this is playing out makes it extraordinarily unlikely that there will be a trial before November," said Brian Greer, a former lawyer for the C.I.A. who specializes in issues involving classified material.



Mr. Greer, who has followed the case closely, noted that Judge Cannon's new date for the briefing was actually the second time she had changed the deadline, which had initially been set for November.



He also pointed out that the judge's new calendar did not include all of the necessary filings concerning classified documents. The government will still have to file its own set of papers about what sorts of sensitive materials should be revealed at trial -- a process that, of course, will take more time.



Complicating matters even further, Judge Cannon's calendar said nothing at all about the deadlines to consider -- let alone decide -- some of Mr. Trump's most difficult and potentially consequential motions. Two of those motions have been under seal for more than two months and have not even been placed on the public docket yet.



One of the sealed motions revolves around undisclosed claims by Mr. Trump that members of Mr. Smith's team engaged in prosecutorial misconduct -- an accusation that is sure to be hotly contested by the government.



The other sealed motion -- also likely to result in a long fight -- has challenged the legality of the 
F.B.I.'s search of Mar-a-Lago
, Mr. Trump's private club and residence in Florida. It also disputes the way in which 
the government pierced the normal protections of attorney-client privilege
 and obtained 
the audio notes
 of one of Mr. Trump's former lawyers, M. Evan Corcoran.



Beyond all of that, there are more tough issues looming, which could add further layers of complexity and delay.



Just this week, for instance, Mr. Trump's lawyers said they might soon file a motion accusing prosecutors of failing to preserve the integrity of the classified documents at the heart of the case. But it remains unclear, if the motion is filed, how seriously Judge Cannon would actually take it.



Mr. Greer said that her record in the case suggests she has been open to whatever the defense has chosen to send her.



"Certainly, her proclivity so far," he said, "has been to listen to almost anything."
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Georgia Court Will Hear Appeal of Ruling That Kept Prosecutor on Trump Case



The decision to hear the appeal reopens the possibility that Fani T. Willis, the Fulton County district attorney, could be disqualified from prosecuting Donald Trump and 14 allies over efforts to overturn the 2020 election.




The Georgia Court of Appeals will hear an appeal of a ruling that allowed Fani T. Willis, the Fulton County district attorney, to continue leading the prosecution of former President Donald J. Trump on election interference charges.




By Richard Fausset


May 08, 2024


The Georgia Court of Appeals will hear an appeal of a ruling that allowed Fani T. Willis, the district attorney in Fulton County, to continue leading the prosecution of former President Donald J. Trump on charges related to election interference, the court announced on Wednesday.



The decision to hear the appeal, issued by a three-judge panel, is all but certain to delay the Georgia criminal case against Mr. Trump and 14 of his allies, making it less likely to go to trial before the November election. Legal experts said it may take months for the appellate court to hear the case and issue a ruling.



The court's terse three-sentence announcement reopened the possibility that Ms. Willis could be disqualified from the biggest case of her career, and one of the most significant state criminal cases in the nation's history.



At issue is a romantic relationship she had with Nathan J. Wade, a lawyer she hired to handle the prosecution of Mr. Trump. Defense lawyers argued that the relationship amounted to an untenable conflict of interest, and that Ms. Willis and her entire office should be removed from the case.



But on March 15, Judge Scott McAfee of Fulton County Superior Court ruled that Ms. Willis could keep the case if Mr. Wade stepped away from it. Mr. Wade resigned a few hours after the judge issued his ruling.



Steven H. Sadow, the lead counsel for Mr. Trump in Georgia, said in a statement Wednesday that his client "looks forward to presenting interlocutory arguments to the Georgia Court of Appeals as to why the case should be dismissed and Fulton County D.A. Willis should be disqualified for her misconduct in this unjustified, unwarranted political persecution."



A spokesman for Ms. Willis's office declined to comment on the appeals court's action.



The decision is yet another setback for Democrats who hoped the courts would hold Mr. Trump accountable before the presidential election for some of the most serious crimes he is accused of committing. Mr. Trump is currently on trial in New York in a case involving hush money, but trials in three other criminal cases against him, including the Georgia case, appear increasingly unlikely to begin before November, when voters will decide whether to return him to office.



Mr. Trump faces federal election interference charges in Washington, D.C., and a federal prosecution in Florida over mishandling of government documents.



The Georgia case was already in a kind of administrative limbo over the question of whether Mr. Trump is immune from prosecution related to his efforts to overturn his defeat in the 2020 presidential election loss -- efforts that are at the heart of the state indictment handed up last summer by a Fulton County grand jury.



Mr. Trump has argued that presidential immunity, "rooted in the separation of powers and the text of the Constitution," should shield him from being prosecuted for his actions in Georgia. Those efforts include a telephone call on Jan. 2, 2021, in which Mr. Trump pressed Brad Raffensperger, the Georgia secretary of state at the time, to help him "find" enough votes to overturn President Biden's victory.



Mr. Trump has also raised the immunity issue in the federal election interference case in Washington, D.C.



The United States Supreme Court heard arguments about the immunity claim last month; it might not rule on the matter until late June or early July.



In Georgia, Ms. Willis's office has told defense lawyers that it would not respond to Mr. Trump's immunity motion in that case until after the Supreme Court's decision.



Judge McAfee's ruling in March had harsh words for Ms. Willis, even as it gave her a way to stay on the Trump case. Referring to the fact that Mr. Wade had gone on vacation trips with Ms. Willis and had paid for some of the costs, the judge wrote that a "financial cloud of impropriety" existed. He said Ms. Willis and Mr. Wade had engaged in "potential untruthfulness" in court hearings about the matter.



In the end, however, Judge McAfee wrote that disqualifying Ms. Willis would be overly drastic. He noted that Mr. Trump and his co-defendants had not shown that their right to due process had been violated, or "or that the issues involved prejudiced the defendants in any way."



The appeal of Judge McAfee's decision will slow the prosecution even more. "We're now talking about this disqualification issue continuing on throughout the summer," said Anthony Michael Kreis, a law professor at Georgia State University who has been following the case closely.



The appeal also spells a rockier road ahead for Ms. Willis, a Democrat who took office in 2021 and is now running for a second term.



Still, the appeal may ultimately have little bearing on her race in Fulton County, which is heavily Democratic. 



While the appeal moves forward, a Republican-dominated committee of the State Senate, formed to investigate Ms. Willis, is starting its work.



On Tuesday, Ms. Willis -- appearing with a number of Black church leaders who endorsed her re-election campaign -- said that she did not think the committee had the right to subpoena her.



Ms. Willis also seemed to imply that the committee's investigation amounted to political retaliation for her prosecution of Mr. Trump. She said she was sorry it annoyed some people "that everybody gets treated evenly."



The appeal will be heard by a three-judge panel of the Georgia Court of Appeals.
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N.Y. Prisons Holding Mentally Ill People in Solitary, Lawsuit Says



A complaint filed by the Legal Aid Society and others accuses the state prison system of holding mentally ill and disabled people in isolation despite a law against the practice.




Hundreds of prisoners have been held in isolation or in solitary-like conditions for more than 17 hours at a time in violation of the law, a lawsuit charges.




By Jan Ransom


May 08, 2024


Each time Stephanie Pena was placed alone in a prison cell the length and width of a parking spot, she could feel herself losing it.



Ms. Pena, 23 and living with post-traumatic stress and antisocial personality disorders, would recoil from the bloodstained mattress and the feeling of pests crawling over her as she slept. Desperate, she sometimes tried to harm herself just so her guards would let her out.



When New York banned the use of long-term solitary confinement in its prisons and barred the practice entirely for certain people, including mentally ill prisoners like Ms. Pena, it was hailed as a groundbreaking measure that would fundamentally change life behind bars.



But since the law took effect two years ago, prison officials have refused to implement it and have continued to hold incarcerated people with disabilities in solitary and in cells in specialized disciplinary units for most of the day, according to a class-action lawsuit filed on Tuesday in State Supreme Court in Brooklyn.



Ms. Pena is one of hundreds of prisoners who have been held in isolation or in solitary-like conditions for more than 17 hours at a time in violation of the new state law, according to the lawsuit filed by the Legal Aid Society, Disability Rights Advocates and the law firm Winston & Strawn.



"Solitary confinement is extremely harmful for people generally and, of course, for people with disabilities specifically," said Stefen Short, a lawyer working on behalf of the 
Prisoners' Rights Project
 of the Legal Aid Society. "Really what the agencies are doing here is flouting the will of the Legislature and by extension flouting the will of the people."



Over the past two years, state legislators and oversight agencies have sounded the alarm in reports and letters to the New York Department of Correction and Community Supervision and the state's Office of Mental Health, warning that the agencies were violating the law.



On any given month from May 2022 to April of this year, more than a quarter of the inmates in solitary had a diagnosed mental illness, according to the lawsuit, in violation of state law.




"Solitary confinement is extremely harmful for people generally and, of course, for people with disabilities specifically," a lawyer working on behalf of the Legal Aid Society said.




Representatives of the state prison system and Office of Mental Health said they could not discuss the suit because the agencies do not comment on pending litigation.



A spokesman for the prison system said officials had updated internal policies and added procedures last year to ensure that those held in segregated confinement meet all of the requirements under state law.



A spokesman for the Office of Mental Health, Justin Mason, said the department's "top priority is ensuring that all New Yorkers have access to adequate mental health care, including those involved with the criminal justice system."



He said the agency "is committed to treating those individuals entrusted to its care in the most clinically appropriate setting that is most likely to help them onto the path toward recovery."



For years, advocates for incarcerated people had sought restrictions on the use of solitary confinement, citing research showing that prolonged isolation exacerbates mental illness, increases the risk of self-harm and suicide and leads to higher rates of death after release.



A survey in 2005 found that nearly half of the suicides in New York prisons had occurred in solitary, which the lawsuit described as "among the most extreme form of punishment which can be inflicted on human beings short of killing them."



In 2021, legislators approved the law over fierce objection from the unions representing correction staff. The law barred the officials from placing any person with any disability in segregated confinement for any amount of time, and it also restricted the maximum length of time a person could be held in isolation to no more than 15 consecutive days.



Before the law was enacted, thousands of prisoners had been held in solitary or kept in their cells for 22 or 23 hours a day, sometimes for months or even years on end. They were forced to eat alone and prohibited from seeing other prisoners, working prison jobs or attending programs and other rehabilitative activities.



The new law required the state to create specialized disciplinary units for people with mental illness where they would receive intensive programming to address their behaviors, including at least seven hours of out-of-cell time. But the lawsuit said that people have instead been held in these cells for most of the day and with little access to services, in what amounted to solitary confinement "by another name."



Prisoners in Residential Mental Health Treatment units were disciplined at the highest rates in the system, the lawsuit said, and they were assigned, on average, eight times more time in segregated confinement than the prison population as a whole.








Eric Lee, one of the nine plaintiffs named in the lawsuit, had been diagnosed with bipolar disorder and schizophrenia as a child. But Mr. Lee, 32, who is serving 23 years to life in prison for murder and robbery, had been held in solitary confinement at the Shawangunk Correctional Facility for about two weeks. Later, at other prisons, he was kept in cells in alternative disciplinary units for 17 hours a day for months at a time.



During one stint in isolation while at Attica Correctional Facility, Mr. Lee, who had become desperate and paranoid, attempted to kill himself.



"Staring at a blank wall all day everyday just makes me want to give up," he said, according to the lawsuit.



The Department of Corrections and Community Supervision, which operates the state's 44 prisons, and the Office of Mental Health, which provides psychiatric services to thousands of prisoners, have also relied on policies that ensure some people who otherwise would have been shielded from solitary-like confinement were held under those conditions.



For example, the Office of Mental Health allows people who it does not deem to be "seriously mentally ill" to be held in solitary confinement. The agency has adopted a very narrow definition of serious mental illness, limiting it to just a small number of diagnoses such as schizophrenia and bipolar disorder, rather than the full spectrum of mental health disabilities that are covered under the law, the lawsuit said.



Other psychiatric problems like post-traumatic stress disorder, generalized anxiety disorder and adjustment disorder are not considered serious mental illness, and prisoners with those conditions are not protected under the mental health agency's interpretation of the law, the suit says.



In fact, despite her diagnoses, Ms. Pena had been held in solitary confinement several times since being sent to the Albion Correctional Facility in 2022. On several occasions, she said, she was disciplined for behavior that stemmed from her mental illness. But she should never have been held in solitary in the first place, the lawsuit said.



"It's just seriously affected me," Ms. Pena, a plaintiff in the case who was convicted of attempted robbery and remains in custody, said in a response sent through her lawyer. "I will never be the same."



People with physical, medical and sensory disabilities have also been held illegally in solitary, the lawsuit said.



One man, Maurice Anthony, 42, is legally blind and was approved by the correction department to receive accommodations for his disability. Even so, he has been held in isolation for as many as 23 hours a day for various periods over the past three years. The only recreation he was permitted was by himself in a small semi-outdoor portion of his cell. More recently he has only been allowed one hour a day in a small 10-by-10 foot cage.



Isolation, Mr. Anthony said, is like being kept in a coffin.



Research has shown that solitary can be especially harmful for prisoners like Mr. Anthony, the lawsuit said, because it can worsen vision problems.



The lawsuit seeks a court injunction to prohibit prison officials from placing people with any type of disability in solitary, and to bar the correction department and the mental health agency's use of policies that narrow the number of people protected under the law.



"They've been causing unimaginable harms," said Joshua Rosenthal, supervising attorney with the nonprofit Disability Rights Advocates.



"There is no rationale," he added, that the state could give "that would justify the torture of people with disabilities in this way."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/08/nyregion/ny-prisons-solitary-confinement.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Second Democrat Emerges to Challenge Mayor Adams's Path to Re-election



Zellnor Myrie, a left-leaning state senator from Brooklyn, is moving to run against Mayor Eric Adams in the Democratic primary next June.




State Senator Zellnor Myrie was elected to the Legislature in 2018.




By Jeffery C. Mays and Emma G. Fitzsimmons


May 08, 2024


Zellnor Myrie, an Afro-Latino state senator from Brooklyn known for backing progressive causes, announced on Wednesday that he is moving to challenge Mayor Eric Adams in next year's Democratic primary in New York City.



Mr. Myrie's announcement is further indication that Mr. Adams's path to re-election is expected to be more challenging than is typical for Democratic mayors in New York. Mr. Adams, who faces 
record low poll numbers
 and a federal investigation into his campaign fund-raising, now must contend with at least two challenges from his own party.



In an interview, Mr. Myrie said that the mayor had shown a "failure of competence" and that his administration did not have a "full grasp of the nuts and bolts of how city government should work." He also criticized the mayor's cuts to libraries, parks and schools, arguing that they were driving families out of the city.



"For too many New Yorkers that I speak to, they're tired of the showmanship," he said. "What people want to see are results. They want to see their government working relentlessly to make this city affordable, to make this city safe, to make it livable."



Mr. Myrie, 37, who is often called "Z," opened an exploratory committee on Wednesday to begin raising money for his campaign.




Mayor Eric Adams has been steadily losing support in recent polls, including from his base of Black and Latino voters.




He is part of a new generation of leaders who 
ousted moderate Democratic incumbents in Albany in 2018
. His Senate district is the same one Mr. Adams once represented, but the men have different political stances.



Mr. Myrie pointed to his record in the State Senate of building coalitions to pass laws, including the Clean Slate Act, which 
sealed many criminal records
 to help formerly incarcerated people access jobs and housing.



But one of his greatest challenges is a lack of name recognition outside 
his district
 in Crown Heights and Park Slope. When Mr. Myrie visited Abyssinian Baptist Church in Harlem in March -- an important stop for any politician of color seeking citywide office -- the minister introduced Mr. Myrie as "Zenor Marhee."



His colleagues in Albany were quick to offer praise, even as they were reluctant to handicap his chances. John Liu, a state senator from Queens, called his entrance into the race "exciting" and said that "Z has made the most impressive first impression that I've ever had." Brad Hoylman-Sigal, a state senator from Manhattan, called him "one of the most serious and thoughtful people in the State Legislature."



Liz Krueger, a state senator from Manhattan, shared her admiration for Mr. Myrie, and unlike her colleagues, she made it clear whom she didn't want to win the race.



"I want a different mayor for New York City -- desperately," she said. "One who has competence and actually understands the job."



Other Democratic candidates have been eyeing the mayoral race, including Scott Stringer, the former city comptroller who 
formed his own exploratory committee
 in January; Jessica Ramos, a progressive state senator from Queens; and former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, who appears eager to make a political comeback.



But Mr. Adams has some key advantages, including a huge campaign war chest and strong support from key unions and power brokers.



Mr. Adams, a former police officer who won a close race in 2021 in part by embracing a tough-on-crime message, has 
increasingly been in campaign mode
, with many of his public appearances highlighting a campaign-like mantra, 
"Crime is down, jobs are up."
 



"The mayor's laser focus on public safety is the reason that crime is down and jobs are up," said Frank Carone, a former chief of staff to Mr. Adams who now serves as the de facto head of his campaign. "We look forward to being able to keep showing that to New Yorkers."



Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn, a Brooklyn Democratic leader and ally of the mayor, said that the Black unemployment rate had lowered under Mr. Adams and test scores had risen, and that working-class New Yorkers in particular "will be behind him for mayor."



But there are signs that Mr. Adams's base is fraying. In a Quinnipiac University poll from December, the mayor 
scored the lowest rating since the poll began surveying the city in 1996
. He also lost support among Black and Latino voters: 38 percent of Black voters disapproved of the mayor's job performance, an increase from 29 percent last February; 65 percent of Latino voters disapproved of the mayor's handling of his job, the highest among all racial and ethnic groups.




Mr. Myrie, shown after a swearing-in ceremony at the State Senate, has adopted more left-leaning stances than Mr. Adams.




The dissatisfaction over Mr. Adams's performance, as well as his more conservative stances on criminal justice issues, has prompted left-leaning Democrats to 
search for a candidate
 who might be best positioned to defeat the mayor in the June primary.



Mr. Myrie might check some boxes for left-leaning voters. While Mr. Adams has received criticism over his cuts to prekindergarten, Mr. Myrie has embraced "universal after-school" as a signature issue. His plan calls for 
offering free after-school programs to all families
, starting with the poorest school district in each borough.



Mr. Myrie said that he was less interested in running as a progressive candidate and more focused on how he could improve upon the mayor's management of the city. He said that when Mr. Adams 
proposed cuts to the budget
 some of which he eventually restored, he created a sense of "instability" among the voters he's spoken with. He also criticized the mayor's "mismanagement" of the city's response to the influx of more than 190,000 asylum seekers, Mr. Myrie said, leading him to issue some of his own recommendations.



At his appearance at Abyssinian Baptist Church, Mr. Myrie spoke about how his mother, an immigrant from Costa Rica, took him to vote for the first time for Barack Obama in 2008, using the anecdote in stirring remarks about voter suppression.



"Sometimes we think voter suppression is a relic of the South, that it just happens elsewhere," Mr. Myrie said to nods of approval. "Church, let me tell you, right here in New York, they purge voter rolls for people that look like us."



Mr. Myrie's advisers took the positive response from congregants at the church (the mispronunciation of his name not withstanding) as a positive sign that his appeal would stretch beyond Brooklyn and into the neighborhoods where he would need to dig into Mr. Adams's base of Black and Latino working- and middle-class voters.



Mr. Myrie, a lawyer and a longtime advocate for affordable housing and gun control, has made headlines recently for trying to prevent SUNY Downstate Medical Center in Brooklyn from closing; 
appearing at a rally with the Rev. Al Sharpton in February
; and for his 
support of criminal justice reforms
, including bail reform efforts that Mr. Adams has opposed.



Last year, Mr. Myrie married Diana Richardson, a former state assemblywoman. The 
pair sued the Police Department
 in 2021 after they were 
beaten with bicycles and pepper-sprayed
 by the police during a Black Lives Matter protest in Brooklyn.



The couple are renters, Mr. Myrie said, and they are worried that they might not be able to afford to buy a home. He said he wanted the next generation of New Yorkers to live in a more affordable and climate-resilient city with the "best subway system in the world."



"That is the heart to me of why we are running -- to provide opportunities for families for safety and for flourishing and I hope to bring that as the next mayor," he said.



Claire Fahy
 reported from Albany, N.Y.
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Body of Final Victim in Baltimore Bridge Collapse Is Found



The victim, Jose Mynor Lopez, was a member of a work crew that had been filling potholes on the bridge when it was struck in March by a container ship.




The discovery of the final victim brought to a close a difficult salvage mission after the country's deadliest bridge collapse in more than a decade.




By Campbell Robertson


May 08, 2024


The body of the sixth and final victim who died in the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore was found on Tuesday, officials said, bringing to a close a difficult salvage mission after the country's deadliest bridge collapse in more than a decade.



The victim, Jose Mynor Lopez, 37, was a member of a work crew that had been filling potholes on the bridge when it was struck on March 26 by the Dali, a container ship on its way to Sri Lanka that apparently lost power after leaving the Port of Baltimore.



Five of his co-workers also died
 in the collapse, though it took six weeks to find all of the bodies, a daunting task that required divers to sift through mangled steel and crumbled concrete amid swift currents in murky water. Two other workers were rescued from the waters in the hours after the collapse.



All of the men who died were immigrants, from El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico. Mr. Lopez was from Guatemala and had come to Baltimore for a better life, 
his brother, Jovani Lopez, told The New York Times
. He was married with two young children, a boy and girl, Jovani Lopez said.



"With heavy hearts, today marks a significant milestone in our recovery efforts and providing closure to the loved ones of the six workers who lost their lives in this tragic event," Col. Roland L. Butler Jr., superintendent of the Maryland Department of State Police, said in a statement on Tuesday.



Gov. Wes Moore, in a statement, offered prayers to the friends and families of the six men who died. "We remain steadfast in our commitment to enduring support and will forever remember the lives of these six Marylanders," he said.



There is still work ahead. The Dali, which was carrying 4,700 shipping containers when it left the port, is still sitting in the Patapsco River under an enormous piece of the bridge, which is part of Interstate 695 and a critical transportation link on the East Coast. The authorities have announced a goal of restoring full access to the channel by the end of May.



This week, engineers are planning to remove a huge section of bridge weighing thousands of pounds that is sitting across the bow of the Dali, a complex task that involves handling collapsed pieces of the roadway, damaged shipping containers and pieces of the bridge supports.



Crews have removed 182 containers from the Dali as part of this operation. When completed, it will free the ship to be refloated and guided back to port.
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Tornadoes Are Coming in Bunches. Scientists Are Trying to Figure Out Why.



The number of tornadoes so far in the United States this year is just above average. But their distribution is changing.




A tornado near Hawley, Texas, on Thursday.




By Delger Erdenesanaa


May 08, 2024


Tornadoes tend to travel in packs these days, often with a dozen or more forming in the same region on the same day. On the worst days, hundreds can form at once.



More than a dozen tornadoes were reported on both Monday and Tuesday this week across the Great Plains and the Midwest, according to the 
Storm Prediction Center
 run by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Two weeks ago, on the most active day in April, 105 tornadoes were reported.



While outbreaks like these happened have always happened, they have become more common in recent decades.



The total number of tornadoes in the United States each year has stayed relatively consistent over the last several decades, but they now happen in more concentrated bursts over fewer days during the year.



In the 1950s through the 1970s, on average about 69 percent of tornadoes in the United States happened on days with less than 10 tornadoes, and about 11 percent happened on days with 20 or more tornadoes. These percentages have shifted significantly in recent decades, 
according to a 2019 study
. The researchers found that since 2000, on average only about 49 percent of tornadoes have happened on less busy days and about 29 percent have happened on days with 20 or more tornadoes.



"Now when tornadoes happen, they often happen in an outbreak environment," said Tyler Fricker, an assistant professor of geography at the University of Louisiana Monroe and one of the authors of the study.



While the timing of this trend lines up with the planet's rising temperatures, scientists are hesitant to definitively attribute tornadoes' clustering behavior to human-caused climate change.



"The link between climate change and tornadoes is still pretty tenuous," Dr. Fricker said. "It's a really open and difficult question for us." One difficulty is that tornadoes are too small on a planetary scale, and too ephemeral, to show up in the global mathematical models that scientists use to study climate change.



Researchers can, however, look at patterns in the historical record. As more tornadoes cluster together, busy outbreak days are getting busier, according to Zoe Schroder, an assistant professor of meteorology at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. "When we do get these outbreaks, they're often larger, meaning that they have more tornadoes in them," she said.



Scientists can also look at how atmospheric conditions that lead to tornadoes are changing.



There are two main ingredients to tornadoes, said Jana Houser, an associate professor of meteorology at The Ohio State University. The first is atmospheric instability caused by warm, moist air close to the ground meeting colder, dry air above. The second is vertical wind shear, or changes in wind speed and direction at different altitudes.



As the climate changes, there might be fewer days with both these ingredients. "But when we have conditions that are favorable, they're almost supercharged," Dr. Houser said, leading to more tornadoes on fewer days.



Tornadoes are also spreading farther east
 from the region people have historically thought of as "Tornado Alley," the Great Plains states running south to north from Texas to the Dakotas. (Central Canada also experiences tornadoes, but fewer than the United States.)



In the past several weeks, tornadoes have struck not just the Great Plains but also parts of the Midwest, Appalachia and the Southeast.



Spring is typically the busiest time of year for tornadoes. "It's not completely out of the ordinary for us to have a very active season right now," Dr. Schroder said.



So far in 2024, the United States has had a total of 639 tornadoes. That's slightly more than average for this time of year, but far fewer than the worst year on record, 2011, when there had already been 1,287 tornadoes by May 7.



Dr. Houser emphasized, however, that although there are seasonal and geographic patterns, tornadoes "can and do occur anywhere" in the United States.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/08/climate/tornadoes-cluster-climate-change.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Houston Police Chief Departs Amid Inquiry Into Suspended Cases



The abrupt retirement of Chief Troy Finner followed months of scrutiny into 260,000 crime reports, including for sexual assault, that were suspended for a "lack of resources."




Troy Finner rose through the ranks of the Houston Police Department over a 34-year career to become its chief in 2021.




By J. David Goodman


May 08, 2024


The chief of the Houston Police Department retired abruptly amid an investigation into more than 260,000 incident reports since 2016 that were not investigated, including sexual assaults and other felonies, because of a "lack of personnel."



The departure of the chief, Troy Finner, was announced by Mayor John Whitmire during a City Council meeting on Wednesday. He praised the chief and called him a "friend" but said that "new information" related to the suspended cases was distracting the Police Department.



After the council meeting, Mr. Whitmire told reporters that the retirement had come after he had discussions with Mr. Finner on Tuesday.



"I dealt with it because it was a distraction to the mission of the men and women in H.P.D.," the mayor said.



The Houston Police Department has been under intense scrutiny since February, when the chief 
announced a review of more than 4,000 sexual assault
 cases that had been suspended because of a purported lack of personnel to pursue investigations. That inquiry soon ballooned to include a large number of felonies as well as misdemeanors, which had been given the same internal code -- "SL" -- meaning they had been suspended for personnel reasons.



A 2014 analysis of the department's staffing
 found tens of thousands of cases that were not investigated, including thousands of assault cases. Mr. Whitmire has said the code for suspending a case because of a lack of personnel 
was created soon after.



The department had more than 5,300 officers in 2014. Now, it has about 5,100. While the mayor acknowledged that the department had staffing issues, he said the code had been used to dispense with cases that should have been prioritized, including serious crimes.



Mr. Whitmire lamented that the widespread use of the code had not triggered someone to go public earlier, in order to raise alarm about the need for more staff.



The chief 
said last month
 that all of the suspended sexual assault investigations had been re-examined and that most had been appropriately closed, cleared or suspended.



But others had been suspended that should not have been, including 80 cases in which DNA from the crime scene matched a potential suspect in a national database who remained on the loose. The department said it was now pursuing those cases, and others it identified in the re-examination.



In a brief interview with The New York Times on Wednesday, Mr. Finner said that he was "proud of the way that we're responding to the SL case," acknowledging that it had been a "painful time" for the department but also one where "we could stand up, admit to things and fix things and move forward."



Mr. Finner said the experience could provide a lesson to officers in Houston and around the country.



"I think the agency and the whole profession will be better because of what Houston P.D. is going through, and I'm proud of that," Mr. Finner said. "I just want everyone to learn that when you're dealing with violent crimes against persons, we have to investigate them, man. No matter what the backlog is, no matter what the staffing is. You've got to make a way to investigate it."



He declined to discuss the continuing inquiry by the department into the extent to which crime reports had been set aside, saying it was nearing its conclusion. Two assistant chiefs were 
demoted earlier this year
 in connection with the coding practice. Another resigned.



A separate investigation, by an independent review panel commissioned by Mr. Whitmire in March, would discuss its findings next week, the mayor said on Wednesday.



The city's police will be overseen by an acting chief, Larry Satterwhite, a top commander in the department. Mr. Whitmire said a search would be conducted, both inside the department and around the country, for a permanent replacement.



Mr. Finner rose through the ranks of the Houston Police Department over a 34-year career to become its chief in 2021. He said that he first became aware of the use of the code to effectively set aside cases that year and that he ordered its use to stop.



Still, the practice continued, Mr. Finner said in February, leading him to open the internal investigation.



But that timeline began to be questioned inside and outside of the department.



On Tuesday, the chief posted a statement 
defending himself after local television reports
 about an email exchange from 2018, before Mr. Finner was in charge of the department. In the exchange, Mr. Finner responded to an email about a road rage report that had been "suspended lack of personnel."



Mr. Finner said in the statement that he did not recall the email and that nothing suggested that the designation had been part of a widespread practice at that time. Mr. Finner said his response to the email had been that the use of the designation was wrong.



"I forwarded the email to the commander, saying it was unacceptable and to make sure the case was properly investigated," he said in his statement.



But Mr. Whitmire told reporters on Wednesday that the revelation had been the "final straw."



"Chief Finner was spending so much time dealing with the press, dealing with the department," the mayor said. "It was affecting operations at H.P.D. That's the bottom line."



The disclosure of the email came as part of an internal affairs investigation, according to Ray Hunt, the executive director of the Houston Police Officers' Union.



Mr. Hunt said the roots of the recent concern over cases suspended under the code stretched back to at least last fall, when investigators matched DNA from a rape case to an earlier sexual assault that had been suspended because of a lack of personnel.



"That's how this whole thing started in October," Mr. Hunt said. A spokesman for the department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



Mr. Hunt said that some cases, particularly property crimes and other reports of minor offenses, may get pushed to the back of the line for investigators because of staffing issues. But he said there was little excuse for doing the same in sexual assault cases, particularly when there is a DNA match.
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Dick Rutan, Who Flew Around the World Without Refueling, Dies at 85



His nine-day voyage, in a plane designed by his brother that resembled a child's glider but had wings longer than a Boeing 727's, made aviation history.




Dick Rutan in 1985 at the Mojave Airport in California, where his brother, Burt, designed and built the Voyager, the plane in which he would fly around the world a year later.




By Trip Gabriel


May 08, 2024


Dick Rutan, who in 1986 commanded the first aircraft to make a nonstop flight around the world without refueling -- an aviation milestone whose ingenuity and daring recalled the heroic do-it-yourself era of early flight -- died on Friday in a hospital in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. He was 85.



His brother, Burt, who designed the ultralightweight plane that was flown in that nine-day voyage, said that Mr. Rutan had suffered from long Covid, which in recent weeks required 24-hour assisted breathing, and that he had decided to have his oxygen turned off after enduring a night of great pain.



"Before he made the decision to end it," Burt Rutan said, "he was talkative."



In the spirit of technology created by other California tinkerers, the design of the Rutan craft, the Voyager, was first sketched by Burt Rutan on a napkin at a Chinese restaurant in the desert town of Mojave in 1981.



The advent of a new material, composites of carbon fiber, made it possible for the first time to imagine an airplane light enough for a round-the-world flight on a single tank of gas, Burt Rutan told his brother and his brother's companion at the time, Jeana Yeager.




Dick Rutan, left, with his brother in 1986. "Somebody said when Dick was born, he didn't have a birth certificate -- he had a flight plan," Burt Rutan said. 




The plane they built in a hangar in the desert was propeller-driven and resembled a child's balsa wood glider, but with wings longer than those of a Boeing 727. It was essentially a collection of 17 fuel tanks in a sheath of carbon fiber cloth, epoxy and paper -- a skin so fragile that it could be damaged by an elbow poke. Voyager was so heavy with fuel on takeoff that it took nearly three miles of runway to ascend from Edwards Air Force Base in Southern California on Dec. 14, 1986.



Mr. Rutan had flown combat missions for the Air Force in the Vietnam War. But, he said in a memoir he wrote with Ms. Yeager, his co-pilot on the flight, the home-built aircraft with its flexible wings was one plane that truly frightened him.



"I had never gotten used to the flailing wings," he wrote in the joint memoir, "Voyager" (1987). "I would tell myself that the structures could take that motion, but I wasn't ever really convinced. It was a gnawing, grinding fear, and it never went away."



Adding to his anxiety was that his relationship with Ms. Yeager had run its course before the flight began -- and that, in his view, she had not prepared enough to be his co-pilot.




Mr. Rutan with his co-pilot, Jeana Yeager, in 1985. "Some very special people came together in this project," Ms. Yeager said.




"Tensions were developing between us long before we got off the ground," Ms. Yeager wrote in their memoir. "I would have left if I could, but I had made a commitment."



Putt-putting at low altitudes, taking catnaps to steal sleep, nearly slamming into a mountain in Africa and almost ditching in the Pacific Ocean, the Voyager and its crew limped home on fumes from empty fuel tanks two days before Christmas.



"The significance of their voyage can be compared to Charles Lindbergh's 1927 Atlantic crossing," 
Michael Collins
, a former test pilot and astronaut, 
wrote
 in The New York Times in 1987. "Although Voyager was much more of a team effort than Lindbergh's solo, success in each case resulted from the same combination of vision, luck, skill and guts."



Stuart Witt, a former chief executive of the Mojave Air & Space Port, a hub for private spaceflight, said in an interview that the Voyager had demonstrated the potential of composites of carbon fibers and other high-tech materials in airplane frames, which were traditionally made of aluminum and steel. The Rutan brothers "disrupted an entire industry," he said.



"They brought composite structures into the industry. Now look at what a 787 is made of, what an Airbus 350 is made of," he added, referring to wide-body 
aircraft made by Boeing and Airbus.




The Voyager in the early moments of its nine-day round-the-world flight.




Burt Rutan, an aeronautical engineer, said that other test pilots who flew the craft in trial runs cut their flying time short; the turbulence the plane experienced wore them out. "They'd end up coming back exhausted," he said. "None of my other pilots would have been able to do it."



He also said that Ms. Yeager had never learned to fly the plane alone, relying on autopilot while his brother caught up on sleep.



Ms. Yeager, who is not related to the famous test pilot Chuck Yeager, disputed the notion that she had a secondary role flying Voyager. "Actually, we were both co-pilots," she said in an interview.



Speaking last year on the YouTube channel 
SocialFlight
, Dick Rutan said that after the Voyager landed, Ms. Yeager "got out of the airplane and went back to Texas, and I've never heard from her again."



He was, he added, speaking metaphorically; the pair later collaborated on their book, and on speaking tours.



"Some very special people came together in this project, and I remember them fondly," Ms. Yeager added. "I'm sorry that we're not all together again."



On Voyager's final night aloft, Burt Rutan flew up in a chase plane to greet his brother. "The totality of the thing finally hit all of us," Dick Rutan recalled last year. "We're literally crying, tears coming down our face. You couldn't even speak, you were crying so hard." Thousands of people came out to welcome Voyager home.



The plane is in 
the Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum
, along with Lindbergh's Spirt of St. Louis and the Wright brothers' Flyer.




Mr. Rutan in 2004. Later in life he became a test pilot for an experimental rocket-powered plane.




Richard Glenn Rutan was born on July 1, 1938, in Loma Linda, Calif., the eldest of the three children of Irene (Goforth) Rutan and George Rutan. His father was a farmer who enlisted in the Navy and after World War II, with the help of the G.I. Bill, became a dentist.



His first marriage ended in divorce. In 1999, he married Kristin Cremer, a kindergarten teacher. In addition to his brother, she survives him, as does a sister, Nell Rutan, a retired American Airlines flight attendant who, the family likes to say, has flown more miles than either brother. His survivors also include two daughters, Holly Hogan and Jill Hoffman, and four grandchildren.



"Somebody said when Dick was born, he didn't have a birth certificate -- he had a flight plan," his brother said.



He earned a pilot's license on his 16th birthday and enlisted in the Air Force at 19. As a Tactical Air Command fighter pilot, he flew 325 combat missions in Vietnam, 
according to the National Aviation Hall of Fame.
 Many of his missions were in a two-seat F-100 as part of a special squadron, nicknamed 
Misty,
 that flew fast and low to identify targets on the Ho Chi Minh Trail.



Mr. Rutan was awarded the Silver Star, the Purple Heart and five Distinguished Flying Crosses before retiring from the Air Force in 1978 as a lieutenant colonel. He then became a test pilot for his brother's Rutan Aircraft Factory, which designed planes for amateur builders.



Following the epic Voyager flight, Mr. Rutan set his sights on other quests. In 1992, he ran unsuccessfully as a Republican for a congressional seat in San Bernardino County, Calif. He tried to circle the globe in a balloon in 1998, but that voyage ended above Texas after three hours.



In 2001, he became a test pilot for an experimental rocket-powered plane. He 
told
 The Los Angeles Times, "I'm pretty much a hero pilot, so they came and asked me to fly their airplane." The reporter, Glenn Gaslin, wrote that there was no trace of irony in Mr. Rutan, not even when he hiked up the sleeve of his flight suit and rubbed the arm he used to control the plane.



"See this right here?" he said. "This is the velvet arm. It is without equal in the universe."
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Kris Hallenga, Who Urged Early Breast Cancer Screenings, Dies at 38



After being diagnosed when she was 23, she became determined to educate other young people about early detection.




Kris Hallenga in 2021.




By Remy Tumin


May 06, 2024


When Kris Hallenga was diagnosed with Stage 4 breast cancer -- the most advanced form -- at 23, questions swirled through her head: "Why didn't anyone tell me to check my boobs? Why didn't I know I could get breast cancer at 23?"



If she hadn't known that she could have breast cancer so young, there was a very good chance that others were equally uninformed, 
she said in a 2021 interview with The Guardian
. She spent the next 15 years educating young people about early detection through her nonprofit organization, CoppaFeel, and in a 2021 memoir, "Glittering a Turd."



On Monday, CoppaFeel announced that Ms. Hallenga had died at 38. A spokesman for the organization said she had died at home in Cornwall, England, and that the cause was breast cancer.



"Survival was never enough," she 
said during a publicity tour
 in 2021. "I don't just want to survive, I want to be able to really look at my life and go, 'I'm glad to still be here, and I'm getting the most of what I want from life.'"



Kristen Hallenga was born on Nov. 11, 1985, in Norden, a small town in northern Germany, to a German father and an English mother, both of whom were teachers, 
according to The Times of London
. When she was 9, she moved to Daventry in central England with her mother, Jane Hallenga; her twin sister, Maren Hallenga; and their older sister Maike Hallenga, all three of whom survive her. Her father, Reiner Hallenga, 
died of a heart attack when she was 20.



Ms. Hallenga first felt a lump in 2009 when she was in Beijing working for a travel company and teaching on the side. During 
a visit back home
 in the Midlands in central England, Ms. Hallenga went to her internist. She told The Guardian that her doctor had blamed the lump on hormonal changes associated with her birth control pill.



But the lump grew more painful, and bloody discharge developed. Another internist gave her a diagnosis similar to the first -- hormones and the pill. But because Ms. Hallenga didn't know what would be considered normal, she didn't have anything to judge by.



"I wasn't touching my boobs at all," Ms. Hallenga said in 2021. "I didn't know anything about them."



But Ms. Hallenga's mother, whose own mother had breast cancer at an early age, insisted that her daughter obtain a referral to a breast clinic. By the time she was diagnosed, eight months after finding the lump, Ms. Hallenga's diagnosis was terminal. It had also spread to her spine.



After an aggressive round of chemotherapy, a mastectomy and hormone therapy, tests in 2011 revealed that the cancer had spread to her liver, 
she later told The Huffington Post
. A year later, doctors found that the cancer had spread to her brain, and she underwent intense radiotherapy to remove a tumor.



But she continued to work through her illness. She wrote about her cancer diagnosis and her advocacy work in a column for her local newspaper, The Northampton Chronicle and Echo, and The Sun. But it was her work with CoppaFeel that reached her target audience: young people.



The organization has sent thousands of reminders for breast self-exams via text message, organized a group of women known as the Boobettes who go into schools to talk about their experience with breast cancer at a young age, helped add 
cancer awareness to the education curriculum
 in Britain and aired 
what was believed to be the first nipple in a daytime television advertisement
 that encouraged people to get to know their chests.



All of it was done in the hopes that others could avoid a diagnosis like the one Ms. Hallenga was navigating.



"Cancer so often comes with a package of terms -- survivor, thriver, warrior -- and it's great if someone wants to hang their existence on those words if it helps them get through the day -- if it helps them get perspective, great," Ms. Hallenga 
said when her memoir was released
. "But for me, I couldn't really resonate with those words ever. Because I say, unless I'm happy being alive, then what is the point in surviving?"



In 2017, Ms. Hallenga stepped down as chief executive of CoppaFeel to move to Cornwall and spend more time with her sister Maren. Last June, she threw herself a living funeral at the Truro Cathedral in Cornwall. The dress code was YODO -- you only die once. Dawn French, who played a village priest in the BBC sitcom "The Vicar of Dibley," 
led the celebration of life
.



"I've never felt love like it," Ms. Hallenga 
wrote on Instagram
 after the event. "I've never felt joy like it. I've never felt such kinship with mortality. I've never felt so alive."
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Let the Party Begin! Olympic Flame Arrives in Marseille.



The flame will be carried on a 79-day journey across France and its territories, culminating in Paris with the start of the Olympic Games on July 26.



By Roger Cohen and Segolene Le Stradic


May 08, 2024


Before a crowd thronging the waterfront and hilltops of the ancient port city of Marseille, the Olympic flame arrived on French soil on Wednesday, beginning a 79-day relay across the country and its territories that will culminate in Paris with the start of the Olympic Games on July 26.



Florent Manaudou, France's Olympic men's 50 meters freestyle swimming champion in 2012, ushered the flame ashore from a historic three-masted ship, the Belem. It had left Greece on April 27, carrying the flame lit in Ancient Olympia 11 days before that.



After a branch of the French Air Force, known as the "Acrobatic Patrol," traced the five Olympic rings in the sky, Mr. Manaudou walked the flame along a temporary jetty crafted to resemble track and field lanes, in front of a crowd estimated by local authorities at more than 225,000. Fireworks erupted in plumes of red, white and blue smoke -- the colors of the French flag -- when he reached land.



President Emmanuel Macron looked on with a smile, basking in the joyous atmosphere of a city he loves, as Mr. Manaudou handed the torch of to Nantenin Keita, a French paralympic sprinter. The flame was then given to Jul, a popular Marseille rapper, who lit the Olympic cauldron to wild applause.




The French rapper Jul lit the Olympic cauldron.




"We needed a powerful symbol, a strong symbol that somehow showed the radiant face of France," Tony Estanguet, the head of the Paris Olympic Committee, told France 2 television of the city, which was founded some 2,600 years ago. "Marseille is a city of sport, passion, and festivities."



France has been the target of repeated Islamist terrorist attacks over the past decade, and security was tight on Wednesday, with access to the port area controlled by more than 6,000 law enforcement officers. Gerald Darmanin, the interior minister and a prospective presidential candidate, called the level of security "unprecedented."



Lucas Poujade, 23, a business student from the Auvergne region of central France, was on vacation near Marseille and decided to come witness the festivities.



"This is once in a lifetime," he said. "I think people from Marseille are proud and happy that the games are not only hosted in Paris. For those who will not have the chance to see one of the events, at least this is a way to feel involved."




President Emmanuel Macron attending the arrival ceremony for the Olympic flame.




Benoit Payan, the mayor of Marseille, was jubilant over a spectacle he described as moving and full of surprises. "We can say that Marseille is the Olympic champion of atmosphere," he said.



The relay carrying the flame will begin on Thursday. The torch bearers will include former star players for Olympique de Marseille, the local soccer club. Among them will be Didier Drogba and Jean-Pierre Papin. Alexandre Mazzia, a three-star chef with an acclaimed restaurant in Marseille, who will provide food for athletes during the Games, will also bear the torch.



"I am happy and proud to be part of this exceptional event," Mr. Mazzia said in a brief interview. He added that carrying the flame, for him, represented "values of fraternity, of engagement, of artisanal work and of French savoir-faire."



The elaborate relay will involve more than 10,000 people and will include France's overseas departments as well as mainland France and Corsica. The torch, on a kind of grand tour of the Francophone world, is going to Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique, French Polynesia, New Caledonia, and Reunion, between June 9 and June 17. It will make a first stop in Paris on July 14 and 15, before returning there on July 26 for its installation in the Jardin des Tuileries, between the Louvre and the Place de la Concorde.



One idea behind the relay is to knit together France, which has not been entirely persuaded by the prospect of the Olympics. A 
survey
 last month by the Ipsos polling institute found that only 53 percent of French people were interested in the Games; some 37 percent of people living outside of Paris felt entirely indifferent. While interest and enthusiasm have been growing in recent months as the Games approach, there is nothing resembling unanimity in France.




Jets emitting smoke in the three colors of the French flag overflew the event.




An opinion piece
 published on Wednesday in the left-wing daily Liberation and written by several local officials in Marseille, including two deputy mayors, illustrated some of the concerns.



"Let's open our eyes," they wrote. "The flame is arriving in a fortress Europe that has forgotten its traditions of greeting and hospitality," they added, alluding to attempts by far-right parties to clamp down on rising immigration. The Olympics would damage the local environment, they said, and in Paris "will accelerate the phenomena of gentrification and expulsion of poor people."



Marseille is a traditional rival of Paris, in sporting terms and most others. Mr. Macron, a supporter of Olympique de Marseille, has been a regular visitor to the city throughout his seven-year presidency. He has tried, with only partial success, to address the acute social problems -- drugs, violent crime, extreme poverty -- that plague parts of the Mediterranean city.



"There are always doubts, there is always a France that doubts, and some among us who only want to see problems," Mr. Macron told journalists after the ceremony. But, he added, "now I believe we have entered the games, the games are here, the flame is here!"



Certainly on Wednesday the atmosphere in Marseille was resolutely upbeat. Music filled the air and the sounds of horns rose from an armada of more than 1,000 boats that came to welcome the Belem under blue skies in the calm, glittering harbor.



The weather smiled on a city that has known more than its fair share of 
violence
 and 
hardship
, while retaining a fierce pride and the openness of a port city. As a symbol of the promise of the French Olympics, the choice of Marseille seemed apt.




A French flag and a rainbow at the port of Marseille on Wednesday.




Aurelien Breeden
 contributed reporting.
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Amy Poehler Wants Her True-Crime Podcast to Make You Laugh



"Women Talkin' 'Bout Murder," a loving sendup of the podcast genre, is the latest satirical show from Poehler and her improv friends.




Amy Poehler. The comedian said driving to work while listening to strangely addictive true-crime podcasts helped inspire her satirical offering.




By Sarah Lyall


May 08, 2024


It was a Friday morning in December, and Amy Poehler was talking about murder. More specifically, she was directing a pair of comic actors over Zoom as they talked about murder in their guise as hosts of a fictional true-crime podcast titled -- yes -- "Women Talkin' 'Bout Murder." Today's victim: Mary Benson, who went on a yoga retreat and plunged to an untimely demise at the bottom of a ravine.



"Namaste, a Sanskrit greeting that literally means 'I bow to you' -- and, coincidentally, the last words Mary Benson spoke before she took her final bow on this earth,'" one of the actors, Emily Spivey, ad-libbed in a conspiratorial manner. "Namaste indeed."



Having been given the story outline -- dead lady, picturesque location, potentially murderous yogis -- Spivey and her co-host, Liz Cackowski, were improvising the rest, with Poehler offering improv-friendly "yes, and"-style suggestions, punctuated by wild spurts of laughter.



The three women have a long history, dating back to their days on "Saturday Night Live" -- Poehler was a cast member, Spivey and Cackowski writers -- in the early 2000s. Their many collaborations include the 2019 movie "Wine Country," written by Spivey and Cackowski and directed by Poehler, in which they and yet more of their comedy friends -- Ana Gasteyer, Paula Pell and Maya Rudolph among them -- play a group of women on an alcohol-fueled 50th-birthday excursion to Napa.



In character as Donna and Jobeth, the "Murder" podcast hosts, Cackowski and Spivey riffed about their negative attitudes toward yoga. "So good, so good," Poehler interjected. "Liz, do you want to get us into this corpse-pose thing and talk about how there's something creepy about yoga, anyway?"



"Women Talkin' 'Bout Murder," a 10-part series whose first episode will be released on Thursday, is the third satirical podcast produced by Poehler's production company, Paper Kite, in partnership with Audacy Podcasts. (A fourth podcast, 
"Million Dollar Advice,"
 which premiered in March, provides non-satirical advice on workplace dilemmas.) The first title in the collaboration, "Say More With Dr? Sheila," featuring Poehler as an aggressively incompetent couples therapist, had its debut last fall. (It reached No. 1 on the Apple Podcast comedy chart, and No. 4 overall.) The second, 
"The Chris Chatman Do-Over,"
 which stars the comedian Ike Barinholtz as a hot-take-spouting Joe Rogan-esque shock jock, wrapped up last month.








Conceived last year during the Hollywood writers' strike, when the no-writing rules were waived for podcasts, "Women Talkin' 'Bout Murder" was inspired by Poehler and Cackowski's addiction to podcasts -- the cheesy as well as the good.



"I personally am very grateful for how podcasts can make people feel less alone and more connected," Poehler said during a Zoom interview from her office at Paper Kite in Culver City, Calif. Behind her loomed a large object that looked like some sort of commemorative platter, but was in fact the seal of Pawnee, Ind., the fictional city from her sitcom "Parks and Recreation."



"That's the serious version of things," Poehler continued. "Then there's the comedic version, which comes from loving something and wanting to do a parody take on it."



These days, it's hard to find a celebrity who doesn't have a podcast featuring other celebrities. On "Armchair Expert," Dax Shepard shoots the breeze with guests like David Sedaris and Connie Britton. On "Unqualified," Anna Faris gives relationship advice to, among others, Christina Ricci, Kevin Bacon and David Duchovny. And on "Street You Grew Up On," people like Eva Longoria, Jimmy Kimmel and Issa Rae chat about their childhoods with Kerry Washington.



Poehler's podcasts also feature a constellation of stars, mostly old friends she knows from her early improv days in Chicago and New York, and from "Saturday Night Live." Tina Fey, Rachel Dratch, Will Forte, and Fred Armisen (playing a rather funny A.I. bot) all make appearances in various guises -- as fictional characters rather than themselves.



Cackowski compared their approach to that of Armisen, Seth Myers and Bill Hader in "Documentary Now," the series on Netflix that parodies that genre. "What if we made 'Documentary Now' a podcast?" she said. "The whole project has been about which of our friends come hang out and improvise."



The podcasts include Poehler's satirical sendups of ads from the sponsors, including ZipRecruiter, eharmony and Kroger, and they stand out in a crowded market, said Jenna Weiss-Berman, executive vice president of Audacy Podcasts. After a period of almost unfettered growth, the industry has endured painful retrenchments in the past year and a half or so, and finding something new and fresh is increasingly difficult, she said.



"This isn't just celebrities chatting with other celebrities," Weiss-Berman said. "This is Amy Poehler doing her thing, which is being the master of improv." While fictional podcasts can sound overly theatrical and dramatic, Weiss-Berman said, Poehler's titles are "fast and fun."



Case in point: "Say More," both an homage to, and a takedown of, the popular genre in which therapists broadcast their sessions with patients. (The title comes from a phrase beloved of the celebrity therapist Esther Perel, who herself appears briefly on one of the episodes, endorsing Dr? Sheila.)



"It's so interesting, from a voyeuristic point of view," Poehler said. "But then you're like, 'But what kind of person would go on? And also, what kind of therapist, honestly, would do this in public?'"



Dr? Sheila -- who is not a real doctor, and who insists for legal reasons that her patients utter the title "doctor" with a question mark in their voices -- is fully committed to her ill-conceived therapeutic techniques, like inviting an outrageously intrusive mother-in-law to hide under a pile of blankets in the consulting room as her son and daughter-in-law discuss her lack of boundaries.



"I get to give advice that's ridiculous," Poehler said cheerfully. "Say More" reached its zenith (or maybe its nadir) in an episode called "Analysis Paralysis." Poehler's Dr? Sheila becomes so frazzled after a session with two married therapists who can't articulate their problem that she calls her own therapist, Dr. Shelly Cavalier (Rachel Dratch), for support. "I'm frustrated that I'm so frustrated," she says.








Triggered by Dr? Sheila's ineptitude, Dr. Cavalier calls 
her
 therapist, Trish (Tina Fey), who in turn has to call her own therapist -- one of the patients in Dr? Sheila's original session -- to complain about Dr. Cavalier. "I try to set up boundaries with her and she pushes them and pushes them," Trish sobs.



Poehler described how it works.



"We had an episode where a couple wanted to open up their marriage," she said. "So we said, 'OK, here's the game' -- because in improv you have a game that you're playing. The game is he wants to open up the marriage, she's reluctant. And then we think, what would be funny is if she ends up doing really well, and he's thinking he made a mistake. The end. That's all we do. And so what's so fun is the improvisers who join us, they get to decide how they feel about everything and where it will go."



"The Chris Chatman Do-Over" makes fun of the trope of the "ex-comedian mouthpiece guy who has a lot to say and a lot to learn," Poehler said. Barinholtz plays Chatman, whose previous show "The Chris Chatman Confrontation," was canceled after it became prohibitively offensive. Ordered to tone it down and attract female listeners as a condition of his return to the airwaves, Chatman continually makes offensive remarks in the guise of anti-wokeness. Each episode begins with an apology for something he said in the previous one.



As for "Women Talkin' 'Bout Murder," it comes from Poehler's love of driving to work while listening to true-crime podcasts. (Among her favorites are the long-running series "Criminal" and the true-crime comedy cult hit "My Favorite Murder," featuring long discursive meanderings by the hosts.)



That so many people relish in something so grisly and unpleasant, Poehler said, is one of the things she finds funny about true crime.



"It's a genre that has so many very serious takes, but it's so ripe for comedy, because why are we driving to work at 8 o'clock in the morning listening to people get dismembered? Why are all these women talking about these horrible things, and why are we all listening to it?"



One thing about the podcast ecosystem: Hosts are always appearing as guests on one another's titles, in an endless Mobius strip of interviewers and interviewees. And so all the protagonists in the Poehler universe -- Dr? Sheila, the true-crime hosts, and Chris Chatman -- pop in and out of each other's shows. For instance, a couple who sought help from Dr? Sheila will re-emerge on a later "Women Talkin'" episode delving into the mysterious death of the woman's first husband on a cruise ship.



Poehler said that listening to podcasts helped her get through the difficult years of Covid, and that making them had buoyed her during the writers' strike. Asked how she maintains her sanity during an unfunny moment in time, she replied, "Good laughs and good friends -- that's the recipe for getting through the toughest times."



She then successfully deflected the question by channeling Dr.? Sheila, spouting a bunch of authoritative-sounding word salad.



"Sarah, I find it very interesting that you said I come across as happy," she said. "One thing I've learned is that everybody is a lot of things most of the time."
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The Charts



Taylor Swift's 'Tortured Poets' Posts a Huge Second Week on the Chart



After a blockbuster opening, the singer's new album earned the biggest second-week totals since 2015, nearly doubling the rest of the Top 5 combined.




Taylor Swift's blockbuster first week of "The Tortured Poets Department" relied heavily on album sales. Its second week, it excelled on streaming.




By Joe Coscarelli


May 06, 2024


In its second week of release, Taylor Swift's latest blockbuster album, 
"The Tortured Poets Department,"
 holds at No. 1 on the Billboard album chart, nearly doubling the rest of the Top 5 combined.



One week after tallying 
the largest opening week since Adele
 in 2015 -- selling the equivalent of 2.6 million albums in the United States -- "The Tortured Poets Department" sold another 439,000 album units, down 83 percent, according to 
Billboard
, but still the highest second-week total since Adele's "25" almost a decade ago. Last month, Beyonce's latest album, "Cowboy Carter," 
opened
 with 407,000 sales in its debut, then the biggest sales week for any release so far this year.



Whereas Swift's total last week included 1.9 million copies in traditional album sales -- 859,000 for vinyl alone -- and factored in advance orders, that number dipped 94 percent in week two, to 107,000. Instead, "The Tortured Poets Department" was consumed largely via digital streaming this time, with about 429 million plays of the album's 31 tracks, down from a record 891 million the week prior.



Also on this week's chart, the country singer Morgan Wallen's "One Thing at a Time," released in March 2023, jumps two spots to No. 2, with 69,000 units. Future and Metro Boomin's "We Don't Trust You," the first of the pair's two recent albums (and the one featuring 
Kendrick Lamar dissing Drake
 on the hit single "Like That"), is No. 3 with 61,000 units. Rounding out the Top 5 is "Cowboy Carter" at No. 4 with 52,000 units and Noah Kahan's "Stick Season" at No. 5 with 41,000 units.
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Neil Portnow Accuser Asks Court to Dismiss Her Sexual Assault Lawsuit



The woman, who sued the former head of the Grammy Awards anonymously, expressed concern that her identity would be revealed in the proceedings.




Neil Portnow was the head of the organization behind the Grammy Awards from 2002 to 2019. Last November, a woman sued him, alleging that he drugged and raped her in 2018.




By Ben Sisario


May 08, 2024


A woman who filed a lawsuit accusing Neil Portnow, the former head of the Grammy Awards, of drugging and raping her in a New York hotel room has asked a federal judge for her case to be dismissed.



The request by the woman, who filed her suit anonymously in November, was addressed to Judge Analisa Torres of Federal District Court in Manhattan over the weekend via email, and it was posted on Monday to the court's website. Days before, her lawyers had opposed a statement by Mr. Portnow's lawyers to require the woman to use her real name in the case.



In her letter, the woman made clear that she was concerned about her identity being revealed. She also noted a dispute with her lawyers. Despite their opposition to Mr. Portnow's request, she wrote that her lawyers' filing "did not accurately reflect my position."



Also on Monday, her lawyer, Jeffrey R. Anderson, filed a motion to withdraw as her counsel. Mr. Anderson said she had submitted the letter without his knowledge, and that "the attorney-client relationship has deteriorated beyond repair." Reached by phone on Tuesday, Mr. Anderson declined to comment.



The woman's 
lawsuit
, originally filed in New York State Supreme Court in Manhattan, arrived as a legal window in New York was drawing to a close that had allowed people to file civil suits alleging sexual assault even if the statute of limitations for their cases had expired. The case was removed to federal court in January.



The woman, who was identified in her suit only as a musician from outside the United States, said she met Mr. Portnow, then the chief executive of the Recording Academy, at a Grammy event in New York in early 2018. According to her complaint, that June he invited her to a Manhattan hotel room where he was staying. He gave her wine and she lost consciousness, according to the suit, and the woman said that she awoke to find him "forcibly" penetrating her.



Mr. Portnow declined to comment on Tuesday. But when the woman filed her suit in November, he denied the accusations strongly, saying they were "the product of the plaintiff's imagination."



In an answer to her complaint last month, Mr. Portnow acknowledged that he met her at his hotel room and offered her wine, but said that "at all times his interactions with Plaintiff were consensual."



Lawyers for Mr. Portnow also said that the woman had sent him "a trove of emails and texts" after their encounter, proposing marriage and asking his help in "writing a recommendation letter for her immigration application."



Federal courts allow plaintiffs to file cases anonymously in special circumstances, including if revealing their identity would expose them to a risk of physical or mental harm. In court papers, Mr. Portnow's lawyers argued that the woman's reasons for proceeding anonymously, including that she "seeks to shield their identity from the stigma associated with sexual assault," do not satisfy these requirements.



In response, the woman's lawyers said that anonymity "has become an accepted practice for sexual assault victims in New York state court," and argued that she should not be identified in the federal case. But the woman's letter included what she said were quotations from emails from her lawyers, in which they told her they believed that Mr. Portnow "will prevail" on a motion to compel her to use her real name, and added that "your name will be made public which will cause harm to you and your reputation."



Mr. Portnow, 75, became chief executive of the Recording Academy in 2002. In 2018, at the height of the #MeToo movement, he 
came under harsh criticism
 for saying that women in music should "step up" to get greater recognition in the industry, and he 
resigned
 from the organization the following year.



His successor, Deborah Dugan, 
was fired in early 2020
, and in a legal compliant 
accused
 the academy of a range of abuses, including voting irregularities, rampant conflicts of interest and covering up that Mr. Portnow had been accused of rape by the woman who later filed her suit.
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A Land Artist's Work Evades Demolition



A federal judge granted a temporary restraining order protecting a work by Mary Miss. A Des Moines museum wanted to destroy it, citing safety concerns.




Part of Mary Miss's "Greenwood Pond: Double Site" (1989-1996) in Des Moines. A federal judge has issued an injunction preventing the arts center that commissioned it from tearing it down for safety reasons.




By Julia Halperin


May 08, 2024


A work of environmental art by Mary Miss has evaded demolition -- for now. A judge in the U.S. District Court in Des Moines on Friday granted her request for a temporary restraining order that would bar the Des Moines Art Center, the museum that commissioned the land art installation, from dismantling it. The museum maintains it has become a safety hazard and that the resources to repair it are not available.



The decision, the Art Center said in a statement, amounts to "a court-ordered stalemate."



While the judge, Stephen H. Locher, found that destroying the work, "Greenwood Pond: Double Site" (1989-1996), would violate the Art Center's contract with the artist, he also said that Miss could not force the museum to restore it to its original condition. He wrote, "The end result is therefore an unsatisfying status quo: the artwork will remain standing (for now) despite being in a condition that no one likes but that the court cannot order anyone to change."



The lawsuit is the latest twist in a fight over the fate of "Greenwood Pond," which has highlighted the difficulty of preserving large-scale public artworks, especially for smaller institutions. Located on the grounds of a city-owned park next to the museum, the installation is a collection of sloping walkways, wooden sitting areas, huts and towers that encourage visitors to engage with the landscape. Over the years, the wood has degraded substantially, and the Art Center estimates that it would cost between $2 million and $2.6 million to restore it. (Miss contests that, but has not provided another figure.)



In an interview on Tuesday, Miss said, "I don't know why the museum wouldn't come to me at this point and try to work this out instead of spending more money on legal fees."



Having visited "Greenwood Pond: Double Site" while in Des Moines to testify, she said she felt a newfound appreciation for the work. "I just can't imagine this whole thing going south at this point," she said.



Amy Day, a spokeswoman for the Art Center, said that while the museum considers its next move, it will keep portions of the site blocked off and "engage the City of Des Moines to address public safety." In his ruling, the judge noted that the city, which was not a party to the litigation, has the authority to deem the work a safety hazard and compel its demolition.



If the city does not intervene, the parties do not reach a settlement and the case goes to trial, the outcome could hinge on whether land art qualifies as sculpture. Miss argued that the demolition plans would violate the Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990, which empowers artists to protect prominent work from destruction. But the judge warned that "Greenwood Pond" "is not a 'painting, drawing, print, or sculpture' and therefore is not entitled to protection under VARA."



The question of whether land art is sculpture may end up pitting lawyers for the museum against some art historians. Charles Birnbaum, the president and chief executive of the Cultural Landscape Foundation, a nonprofit that has been an advocate of preserving Miss's work, said: "We expect that expert testimony at trial -- if it gets to that point -- will establish that land art is sculpture."
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'Challengers' and That Ending: Our Critics Have Thoughts



The tennis movie comes to an abrupt stop midmatch, so we don't know who won. Does that matter?




Mike Faist as one-third of a triangle in "Challengers."




By Wesley Morris and Alissa Wilkinson


May 07, 2024


The relationships in "
Challengers
" are complicated. Patrick (Josh O'Connor) and Art (Mike Faist) were close pals on the juniors tennis circuit when they met Tashi (Zendaya), a phenom. As the years pass and they become entangled in on-court rivalry and off-court sexual tensions, the film builds to a vicious challenger-circuit match between Art, now a top-ranked pro with a confidence problem, and Patrick, sleeping in his car between tournaments. In the stands is Art's wife and Patrick's ex, Tashi, who turned to coaching after an injury cut short her career. The film ends abruptly, the outcome of the match unclear -- and that has been the subject of much discussion online. So we asked our critic at large Wesley Morris and our movie critic Alissa Wilkinson to weigh in. Caution: Spoilers ahead.



WESLEY MORRIS
 Alissa, we're here to discuss the final moments of "Challengers," and in order to do that, I'm committing a big personal no-no and talking about a movie that people have had only two weeks to see. Sometimes it takes me -- a culture professional -- a while to catch up, so I'd imagine other folks might appreciate some distance between opening weekend and the instant media chatterboxes start breaking down the dismount. I also understand that's a very 1988 flavor of film discourse and that a judge would overrule me.



So: People are confused about this ending? Or intrigued? Either way, I ask: Which part? The storm of final shots (final 
camera
 shots) that boot us out of the theater midmatch? Or the final encounter between Tashi and Patrick, which I refuse to ruin? Or her final glimpse, on match eve, of a sleeping Art?



If we're talking about that shot storm, which goes down in a third-set tiebreaker between Patrick and Art, is it so
 
intriguing that it warrants a conversation? There's one image of Patrick crouching and another of Art aloft, mid-slam, that I'll always remember. What follows? Eh. I don't know who these characters are, who they're supposed to be, or what they might want, even secretly. So I didn't care what happens after this match.



If anything concerned me, it was the fact that this finale takes place in the middle (or the end, I suppose) of the third point of the tiebreaker, which has at least four or five more points to go. Is caring who wins the match gauche? Is it safe to assume that, based on the number of warnings and penalties the exasperated chair umpire (Darnell Appling) Frisbees out, whatever's happening in that final scene is the end of the match anyway, because one of these guys is getting ejected? Did I just wind up re-enacting what people are doing with this movie anyway and express genuine intrigue?




Josh O'Connor as a down-on-his-luck pro in the film.




ALISSA WILKINSON
 I also wondered what the issue was when I discovered people were asking about the ending. In fact, honestly, I doubted they were, until I dutifully went back to see the movie with my husband. At the end, the guy sitting next to him leaned over and said, "What happened?"



The actual question, I believe, is who won the match? And the answer, of course, is we don't know. As you note, the director, Luca Guadagnino, ends the film with points left in the balance, and the real "winner" of the New Rochelle Challenger presented by Phil's Tiretown is simply left to the imagination. For me, the answer is "nobody," because here's a how a movie is supposed to work: When it ends, it's over. The characters cease to exist, and the story ends where it does on purpose. But I think factors like our endless sequel culture and our need to assign value to characters so we can decide which one we're rooting for makes us want to know.



Plus, I mean, it's intentionally provocative -- as the cast and Guadagnino 
told our colleague Kyle Buchanan
, they're happy that it's ambiguous. Open-ended finales let us argue about what really happened and thus, I think, tend to keep a cultural artifact alive for a long time. (We're still arguing about the end of "The Sopranos.")



To be honest, I feel like I have a pretty good handle on what these characters want (maybe because I went back and saw it again!). Art wants Tashi, and he wants to rest. Patrick also wants Tashi, and he wants Art, too, but he also wants to crush them both a little, so that he feels like he's reintegrated into their relationship. And Tashi just wants to win at tennis, because to her that is a relationship. That is love. She says as much the night they all first meet.



I think I fall on the side that Tashi won the match, because the scream of "Come 
on
!" she lets out just before she smiles is precisely the same scream she lets out when she was winning the junior U.S. Open all those years earlier. But I think you're also right, and that whatever happens right there at the end will result in expulsion, and probably it doesn't matter. The whole point was for Art to get his groove back and Patrick to feel like he's back in the game -- that is, the three-way relationship -- and they got that, too.



Between us, though, you're the tennis expert. Does that make any sense?



MORRIS 
When you put it that way, yes. I just didn't care about these people as people. The stakes are among the strangest I've ever seen in a movie. Its structure is time divided by tennis. The two used to be oil and water (a match could last days). Guadagnino and the screenwriter Justin Kuritzkes impose a temporal framework. Each of the three sets is a chapter. The tiebreak is an epilogue. During all of it, the film moves through the various pasts of the Tashi-Patrick-Art connection. (Tashickart, anyone?) This, to me, was too clever. Sure, the experience of disorientation worked. But why was any disorientation necessary? Why should it matter?



As tennis, this is a movie about whether Patrick can clean up his act to get back to the major tournaments -- the U.S. Open, namely. Art's in the main draw of the Open no matter what. But is that what he wants, to win more majors? Or does he want to win because Tashi wants him to? This is not a plot that can resolve that. But it also isn't a movie that can resolve anything for itself. 
It 
doesn't know what 
it 
wants. Tennis is a symbol (for sex) and a pretext (for relationships), but the movie does what tennis can't: ends in a draw. That's untenable.



I wonder if Guadagnino is the right director for this movie and not, hypothetically, James L. Brooks or Ron Shelton or Frank Oz, Americans whose major contributions to American culture ended in the previous century, yes. But I'm thinking out loud. With these guys, you'd lose the ridiculous opera of that ending, and none of them would have gone with the lewd-aerobics thrusting all over Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross's score. Instead, you'd get what some of their movies -- "Broadcast News" or "Bull Durham" or "Dirty Rotten Scoundrels," respectively -- thrived on: character studies in which vocation enlivens personality. That's true enough in "Challengers" that it brings these other movies to mind. But "Challengers" never struck me first as a film about tennis as vocation.



It's such a good, basic idea. But Guadagnino complicates things in the wrong directions. He makes the tennis cutthroat and the physical intimacy tenuous. This is a sex movie with barely any sex and an eroticism whose bud never blooms. Instead, it toys with everybody, namely us. Guadagnino gave us "
I Am Love
" and "
Call Me by Your Name
" and a so-terrible-it's-fantastic remake of Dario Argento's "
Suspiria
." He's foremost an Italian sensualist -- an oralist, really -- whose dabbling in cannibalism earned the "us" in "menus" (see "Bones and All").



He seems flummoxed by a place as comfortably devoid of Michelin-star bait as New Rochelle (though it often looks eerily like Boston). Of course, as long as these people have something suggestive to eat (eggs, bananas, bagel sandwiches, churros, a mouth), we're in good shape. And even then, the idea that such an extreme palate has made a film featuring both a Dunkin' Donuts meal and its erstwhile logo feels less like camp and more like tragicomedy.



The movie doesn't want to be labeled -- as gay, bi or even libidinal. And in that sense what really comes to mind here is Alfonso Cuaron's "Y Tu Mama Tambien," which was also about what happens when a sexy woman exposes a nascent homoerotic bond. Cuaron is just as ambivalent as Guadagnino about where things stand by the end. But when that movie ended, I did feel that some souls were searched. Somehow all I hear in the far more ridiculous "Challengers" finale is nervous laughter.




Faist, Zendaya and O'Connor as the characters' younger selves.




WILKINSON 
There are a 
lot
 of logos and sponsorships in this movie, not just Dunkin' Donuts: Adidas and Uniqlo and those watch and car ads ... but then again, there are an awful lot of logos in sports.



I think what I so thoroughly enjoyed about this movie is exactly the stuff that irritated you -- that it feels like a floppy, whirly mess that doesn't want to say anything other than, man, aren't these people gorgeous and weird. As a person who half-watches most sports, that feels pretty well aligned with professional sports as an enterprise, though that might get me a lot of hate mail. It's all just sweat and grinding for its own sake and nothing more -- any attempt to philosophize it always strikes me as vaguely goofy, and that is why it's so vital to our cultural health, I think.



But I think that points back to the ending: It's unsatisfying, and that's not a mistake. You aren't supposed to "know" what happened (even if, in an actual match, you definitely should). For me, it locks into something I think about a lot this time of year -- baseball is more or less the sport I watch -- which is that it's Sisyphean, that even if you win it all this year, it just starts over again next year. Leaving the match unfinished is sort of like leaving the characters suspended there forever, looping and pinging back and forth, the results always up for grabs.



The most Sisyphean thing about my life, on the other hand, is the awards season; this movie was originally slated to open the Venice Film Festival last fall, which probably means it would have been trapped in Oscar discourse pretty fast. Flung out into the spring movie calendar, the whole thing takes on a different tenor, I think.



MORRIS 
I'm with you. Here we have a movie based on an original script opening in April that isn't out sniffing around for Oscars. It's got a starry-ish cast and is a cultural and box office hit. The thing about stakes I should've mentioned earlier is that, going in, they were low for me. You like this movie much more than I do, Alissa, but I do like it. It's got this fragrant semi- or even anti-seriousness, a substance many of the movies I love secrete. I'm 
grateful
 for "Challengers" that way. It's the kind of movie a lot of us complain is missing from our current moviegoing diets -- mid-tier, mid-budget, "middlebrow" -- the kind of movie that makes, solidifies and tests stardom; the kind of movie that, were it a TV show, our colleague 
James Poniewozik might aptly identify as mid
. Mid was what made American movies what they were. Now, one art form's drought is another's deluge.



If Zendaya's screen-acting career lasts, this stretch, which includes that second "Dune" installment, will likely be decisive when we look back. We actually want to see her act -- maybe even with Faist and O'Connor, whose smirky, ratty understanding of bad-boy swagger, insecurity and disrespect is exciting. His performance embodies something you identified earlier that I appreciate about "Challengers," which is the repetitive, hothouse nature of all sports.



You and I are having this conversation in the middle of what for certain people is a spring bonanza -- early-season baseball, midseason golf, clay-court tennis, hockey and basketball playoffs, assorted drafts, the culmination of the Champions League. If sports are vital to our cultural health, it could be because, as you surmise, they're philosophy-proof. But also perhaps because they're philosophy-ridden: a proving ground and microcosm of so much that defines us as a species -- how do we collaborate, strategize, obey, perceive, communicate, conform, transcend, sacrifice, strive, pay attention (but not 
too
 much attention), fail, recover, lose again, compete; how do we 
believe
 in each other and in ourselves. And sometimes -- 
usually, 
in a few sports -- the avatars within that microcosm are gorgeous and weird.



Tennis fascinates because, like boxing and the martial arts, it's always only ever the two of you out there, figuring yourselves out in front of an audience by testing each other. But it's never enough, in sports, to be talented. You need some combination of these other traits. You need some hunger. Which, again, is
 
a very Guadagnino mode of being.



If anything compelled me about that ending, it's probably that. Tashi knows what it takes to win. Because she can no longer win for herself, she now 
relies
 on these avatars to sate her lust for competition. I'm just restating your observation, Alissa, but that last shot is these two guys proving to her that they want it. Whatever that "it" turns out to be. The proof, the hunger is what turns her on.
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Israel's Eurovision Entrant Faces Down Her Critics



Campaigners have unsuccessfully urged the Eurovision Song Contest to ban Eden Golan because of her country's war in Gaza. "I won't let anything break me," she said.




Representing Israel on the world stage "has such huge significance and meaning, because of what we're going through," Eden Golan said.




By Alex Marshall


May 08, 2024


Taking part in the Eurovision Song Contest is nerve-racking, even when the audience welcomes you to the stage.



For one singer at this year's contest, it will likely be a particularly anxious experience. When Eden Golan, 20, performs representing Israel at the second semifinal on Thursday, a significant portion of the audience will not be cheering for her. In fact, many people don't want her country to be at Eurovision at all.



For months, pro-Palestinian groups and some Eurovision fans have been trying in vain to get the contest's organizers, the European Broadcasting Union, to ban Golan from taking part at this year's event in Malmo, Sweden, because of Israel's war in Gaza.



Those protests were particularly vocal after the title of Golan's entry was announced in February: 
"October Rain,"
 an apparent reference to last year's Hamas attacks, in which Israeli officials say about 1,200 people were killed and 240 taken hostage. The European Broadcasting Union objected that the title and some of the song's lyrics were overly political, and asked Israel to change them. Golan tweaked the song, which is now called "
Hurricane
."




Golan with members of her team at a recording studio in Tel Aviv last month.




Eurovision's organizers have always insisted that the contest is no place for politics, and this year is clamping down on slogans and symbols that could stir up dissent. Bambie Thug, representing Ireland, 
said at a news conference
 on Tuesday that, after a dress rehearsal, officials had demanded that the singer remove pro-Palestinian slogans from an outfit.



Still, one subtle reference to Palestinians crept through into the show. Eric Saade, a Swedish singer of Palestinian heritage who is not competing, performed in a guest slot wearing 
a Palestinian kaffiyeh
 scarf tied around his wrist.



Malmo's police force said it had approved two marches against Israel's participation in Eurovision for Thursday and Saturday, just before the semifinal and the final.



Golan, 20, appeared calm and composed in a recent interview, and said that she wouldn't let the uproar affect her. Representing Israel on the world stage "has such huge significance and meaning, because of what we're going through," she said. "I won't let anything break me, or move me off track."



"I am here to show the voice of an entire nation," Golan said, "to show that we're here, that we are strong, but emotional and broken."



Since Israel's invasion began, actors and singers have protested the country's military action -- which authorities in Gaza say has killed more than 34,000 people and displaced over 1.7 million -- from the stages of major events including 
the Oscars
 and the 
Grammy Awards
. Israeli artists have also spoken out to call for peace at international events, such as the 
Berlin Film Festival
, and the Venice Biennale, where Israel's representative 
refused to open her show
 until Israel and Hamas reach a cease-fire and hostage release deal.



In Israel, other artists, including the past Eurovision winners 
Dana International
 and 
Netta
, have regularly used social media to draw attention to the plight of the Oct. 7 hostages. And Golan's focus on Israeli trauma, rather than on the situation in Gaza, has been supported right at the top of the state. "It's important for Israel to appear in Eurovision," President Isaac Herzog said in February, 
according to Israeli media
: "This is also a statement, because there are haters who try to drive us off every stage."




A teaser for Golan's performance in the second semifinal during the first contest on Tuesday.




Mohammad Ghannam, a spokesman for B.D.S. Sweden, an organization that is protesting at Eurovision this week, said in an email that Israel was using Eurovision as a "form of propaganda to whitewash" its invasion and occupation of Palestinian lands. After calls to bar Israel from the contest failed, pro-Palestinian protesters and musicians including former Eurovision contestants unsuccessfully petitioned competitors to pull out of the show.



Britain's entry, Olly Alexander, came under strong pressure on social media. Alexander had 
signed an open letter
 that described Israel's actions in Gaza as "a genocide," although in a recent interview 
with The Times of London
, he said he was rejecting calls for a Eurovision boycott because "it's a good thing when people come together for entertainment."



Jean Philip de Tender, the European Broadcasting Union's deputy director, said that Eurovision was "a competition between national broadcasters, not nations or governments."



Amid the furor, Golan has largely remained silent, granting few interviews to news media outside Israel and skipping Eurovision fan events. On Sunday, when Eurovision held an official opening event in Malmo, Golan stayed away, instead attending 
a Holocaust Memorial Day event
 organized by the city's Jewish community.



Her performance at Malmo is the culmination of years of work. When she was 5, Golan said, she moved from Israel to Moscow after her father secured a job there. She said she entered "The Voice Kids," a Russian talent competition, and 
joined a Russian-language girl group
. She even entered a contest to represent Russia at a junior version of Eurovision.



But Golan said that she never felt at home in Russia. Music industry figures told her that she would need to change her name to something more Russian-sounding if she wanted to succeed, she said: "No one accepted me as one of their own."



After Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Golan's family returned to Israel and she started trying to build a new career singing in English. Last year, she entered "
Rising Star,
" a TV talent show whose winner becomes Israel's Eurovision entrant.



Golan said she chose many of the covers she performed on "Rising Star" long before the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks, but, when the show broadcast last winter, some of her choices gained new meanings. The inspirational lyrics of 
Andra Day's "Rise Up
," for instance, seemed to give Israelis a "moment of hope and light" at a time when they were otherwise filled with fear and grief, Golan said.



After winning "Rising Star" Israel's public broadcaster, KAN, chose a song for Golan to perform at Eurovision. Golan said she offered several of her own compositions, but KAN selected a demo that is now "Hurricane."




In February, Golan won "Rising Star," a TV talent show whose winner becomes Israel's Eurovision entrant. 




There has been widespread speculation about how directly "Hurricane" refers to the Oct. 7 attacks and their fallout. Keren Peles, one of the song's writers, said that she finished its original lyrics just hours after visiting a friend's burned-out home in Kibbutz Be'eri, 
a village where more than 100 residents were killed
.



But Peles insisted that the song was also influenced by other events, including her own divorce. Anyone could connect with the song's message about the importance of strength in tough moments, she said. Although the Hamas attacks were on her mind when she wrote "Hurricane," Peles said, she had "tried to be very elegant and sophisticated, and not to be specific, or pornographic, about it."



After the European Broadcasting Union raised objections, Peles said she happily changed the words to make the song comply with the rules. If she had refused, Israel wouldn't have been able to go to Eurovision, Peles said -- which would have been like letting Hamas win. "Terror is making us not sing," she added.



Golan said her focus had long moved on from debates around what her track means, or whether she should be at Eurovision. Instead, she said, she had spent weeks incessantly rehearsing "Hurricane" -- sometimes into the early hours of the morning -- to ensure her three-minute Eurovision performance would be perfect.



"What's under my control is to give the best performance ever," Golan said: "to touch people's souls, to make them feel something."



"I know I'm not in this alone," she added. "Maybe I'm the one standing onstage performing and singing, but I have our entire country behind me and with me and I'm going to represent us."




"What's under my control is to give the best performance ever," Golan said.
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Nonfiction



Can a 50-Year-Old Idea Save Democracy?



The economist and philosopher Daniel Chandler thinks so. In "Free and Equal," he makes a vigorous case for adopting the liberal political framework laid out by John Rawls in the 1970s.




The political philosopher John Rawls in 1990. Rawls's theory combined a liberal respect for individual rights and differences with an egalitarian emphasis on fairness.




By Jennifer Szalai


May 08, 2024


FREE AND EQUAL: A Manifesto for a Just Society,
 by Daniel Chandler



The American political theorist John Rawls may be known for abstractions like "the original position" and "the difference principle," but any mention of his name puts me in mind of something decidedly more tangible: cake. Consider the potentially combustible situation of two children who have been given a cake to share between them. How do you ensure that the division of the cake is fair and will elicit the least complaint?



The key is to involve both children in the process and to enforce a separation of powers: Assuming they're old enough to handle a knife, one child can cut the cake and the other can get first pick of the slice. The child tasked with cutting will therefore be extremely motivated to divide the cake as evenly as possible.



Rawls included a version of the cake-cutting scenario in "A Theory of Justice," his landmark 1971 book that the economist and philosopher Daniel Chandler wants to resurrect for a new era. In "Free and Equal," Chandler argues that Rawls's approach, which combines a liberal respect for individual rights and differences with an egalitarian emphasis on fairness, could be "the basis for a progressive politics that is genuinely transformative."



If this is an opportune moment for Chandler's book, it's also a difficult one. At a time when political rancor and mistrust reign supreme, Chandler seeks to present an inspiring case for liberalism that distinguishes it from tepid complacency on the one hand and neoliberal domination on the other. Yet in doing the hard work of spelling out what a Rawlsian program might look like in practice, Chandler ends up illustrating why liberalism has elicited such frustration from its many critics in the first place.



Rawls's theory was premised on the thought experiment of the "original position," in which individuals would design a just society from behind a "veil of ignorance." People couldn't know whether they would be born rich or poor, gay or straight, Black or white -- and so, like the child cutting the cake who doesn't get to choose the first slice, each would be motivated to realize a society that would be accepted as fair even by the most vulnerable. This is liberalism grounded in reciprocity rather than selfishness or altruism. According to Rawls's "difference principle," inequalities would be permitted only as long as they promoted the interests of the least advantaged.








Chandler is a lucid and elegant writer, and there's an earnest sense of excitement propelling his argument -- a belief that Rawls's framework for thinking through political issues offers a humane way out of the most intractable disputes. People might not agree on much, Chandler says, but the "veil of ignorance" encourages us to find a mutually agreeable starting point. If we don't know what community we are born into, we should want a "reasonable pluralism." We should also want the state "to maintain the conditions that are the basis for our freedom and equality as citizens."



As an example, Chandler raises the thorny issue of free speech. "Political, moral and religious" speech "is integral to developing our sense of what is fair and how to live," he writes, which is why it deserves robust protection. But since some speech, such as advertising, plays "no meaningful role" in helping us figure out how to live a good life, such speech can be limited. The idea is to balance individual and group freedoms with the need for peaceful coexistence. The state should protect the 
rights
 of gay people not to be discriminated against -- even though the state cannot force anyone or any group to 
approve
 of gay relationships. Chandler, who is gay, suggests that premising gay rights on getting everyone to agree on the question of morality is a waste of energy: "For some people this" -- the belief that homosexuality is a sin -- "is part of their faith and no reasoned argument will persuade them otherwise."



Chandler deserves credit for refusing to relegate his book to the airy realm of wistful abstraction. The last two-thirds of "Free and Equal" are given over to specific policy proposals. Some of them sound familiar enough -- restricting private money in politics; beefing up civic education -- while others are more far-reaching and radical, including the establishment of worker cooperatives, in which "workers decide how things are done," and the abolition of private schools.



As impressive as his prescriptions are, I found their endless parade to be enervating. Chandler's unwavering reasonableness made me feel as if I were floating in saline; after he laid out his terms and edged out countervailing arguments, there were no points of friction, no sharp edges that could serve as a goad to thought. He persuasively refutes the conflation of liberal egalitarianism with technocracy, and helpfully points out that an emphasis on technocratic competence "leaves many voters cold." But despite his valiant efforts, the book enacts both the promise and the limitations of the theory it seeks to promote. It didn't leave me cold, but it did leave me restless.



And in a way, that's part of Chandler's point: A Rawlsian framework encourages people with a variety of deeply held commitments to live together in mutual tolerance, free to figure out questions of individual morality and the good life for themselves. For anyone who venerates consensus in politics, this sounds appealing; given the fissures of our current moment, it also comes across as wildly insufficient.



"Free and Equal" includes a detailed chapter on "Rawls and His Critics," but mostly navigates around anything that might truly rattle the Rawlsian framework. Regarding Katrina Forrester's 
"In the Shadow of Justice" (2019)
, a searching and brilliant history of how his ideas presumed a postwar consensus that was already fracturing at the time that "A Theory of Justice" was published, Chandler has little to say. He mentions her work in his endnotes, only in the context of how long it took Rawls to write his book and how it was initially received.



This felt to me like liberal flexibility in action -- a form of accommodation that absorbed Forrester's book by assimilating it into Chandler's preferred terms. Perhaps Forrester wouldn't be surprised by this move; as she puts it, "The capaciousness of liberal philosophy squeezed out possibilities for radical critique."



But no philosophy is capacious enough to squeeze out the endless possibilities thrown up by reality. Among the stellar blurbs on the jacket of Chandler's book is one that is spectacularly ill timed: It is by Columbia University's president, Nemat Shafik, who has, in the last few weeks, tried to placate Republican lawmakers by 
revealing (typically confidential) details of disciplinary procedures against professors
 and 
calling in the police to clear out pro-Palestinian campus protests
.



Shafik didn't write this book, and Chandler isn't responsible for what she does. But her endorsement suggests why even "Free and Equal" -- as conscientious a paean to liberalism as one could imagine -- feels so unequal to the fury of this moment.



FREE AND EQUAL
: 
A Manifesto for a Just Society
 | 
By Daniel Chandler
 | 
Knopf
 | 
414 pp.
 | 
$32
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Role-Play With Your Friends as Influencers Dying to Go Viral



The horror video game Content Warning, a surprise hit, lets players microdose as momentary celebrities on the fictional website SpookTube.




Content Warning asks players to obtain footage of monsters without being killed. How frightening the clips are determines the number of "views."




By Kieran Press-Reynolds


May 04, 2024


The list of things that influencers have done for attention is terrifying. Creators have eaten 10,000 calories in one sitting, glued their lips together and smashed gallons of milk on the floor in public. When 
Logan Paul recorded himself
 finding a dead body in a Japanese forest known for suicides, it caused a backlash across the internet.



The new video game Content Warning pushes that do-anything-for-fame premise to a madly meta extreme.



Players role-play as content creators venturing to abandoned factories and spectral ships to record murderous monsters. The objective: Get footage to upload to the fictional website SpookTube without being killed. Players earn "views" depending on how frightening their clips are, and will lose if they do not meet a quota within a few days.



"It's inspired by influencer culture, the grind of creating content and beating the algorithms to get views," said Petter Henriksson, one of the game's designers and programmers. "The length people will go to go viral or die trying is really something."



Content Warning has quickly become one of the year's biggest horror games, a surprise hit from the Swedish studio Landfall, which is known for other silly, ragdoll-physics-based titles like Totally Accurate Battle Simulator. Released for the PC as part of the studio's April Fools' Day tradition, the game sold a million copies within two weeks.



Both Content Warning and 
the similarly successful Lethal Company
 benefit from proximity chat, which lets players communicate only when they are physically nearby within the game. But an added camera function elevates Content Warning, motivating players to make life-threatening decisions that they will later watch via a television in their communal home.



The footage is often joyous: a low-quality montage of the players giggling as they dodge doofy entities like giant snails, a robotic dog spraying machine-gun fire and a killer whisk.



Content Warning feels especially poignant at a moment when 
many children say they want to become internet influencers
. It lets players microdose as momentary celebrities, with both the dopamine-spiking highs and the gloomy lows when content flops.



"It's actually a little triggering as a YouTuber -- you're over here being a slave to the algorithm at times," said Marcos Cardenas, who 
posts gaming videos to nearly 1.4 million subscribers
 under the name Macro.



"You get more views in the SpookTube of the game if you do crazier and goofier stuff," said Cardenas, 28, who has played for more than 30 hours.



By encouraging players to save clips to their computer, Content Warning has successfully incentivized uploads to social media.



As a result, the internet is ablaze with the game: There are scenes of players pretending to 
interview the sickly beasts
 as well as suggestions to further satirize influencer culture by 
adding fake brand deals and sponsorships
. Players have even tried to 
speedrun the game
, which is impossible to fully beat because quotas increase limitlessly.




Content Warning lets players microdose as momentary celebrities, with both the dopamine-spiking highs and the gloomy lows when content flops.




The chief executive of Landfall, Wilhelm Nylund, said the studio chose to spoof YouTube instead of a buzzy platform like TikTok or Twitch because it holds a special place in the hearts of many gamers.



"I've spent a lot of my teenage years and now my 20s on the platform -- I think that's true for the majority of people who play our games," Nylund said. "YouTube has been with me the whole journey of making games and one of the ways I originally found players to play them."



Though it may take place in a future dystopia, the YouTube parody component makes the game feel strikingly present-day. There are other hypermodern aspects, like a cage creature that forces people to fill out a Captcha if they want to escape and a feature that mimics livestreams, complete with fake commenters reacting to the clips.



While Content Warning does not have an official story mode, there is subtle lore. The concept, which was created by Nylund, is that players live in a cloud society because the air in the "Old World" became dangerously polluted. They must wear diving suits to submerge themselves in the diseased olden world to get footage for pseudo-virality.



The theme is partly skewering overoptimistic solutions to climate catastrophe, Nylund said: "The whole idea that, 'Oh well, it's all fine, we can mess up the Earth and then just build our way out of it and continue on the same way as before.'"



The stakes in Content Warning are much lower. Getting zero views could make a real-life YouTuber irrelevant, but the game can simply be turned off after a bad round. "There's a nice catharsis to it," Cardenas said. "You're not actually losing anything."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/04/arts/content-warning-influencers-youtube.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            The Arts
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Thursday Styles

      
        I'll Sign Your Baseball if You Sign Mine
        As fans and collectors clamor for autographs, Major League Baseball players have built a network -- and an etiquette -- for signing things for each other.

      

      
        Hats on and Off at the 150th Kentucky Derby
        America's most famous horse race may be celebrating a milestone this year, but the hats are the real stars of the show.

      

      
        An Opaque Philip Johnson House Reopens After 15 Years
        Following an extensive restoration, the Brick House, the other half of the architect's famous Glass House, is once again receiving visitors.

      

      
        We're Together. Just Not in Pictures.
        A buzzy couple's separate arrivals on the Met Gala red carpet offer a reminder of the value of a solo photo op.

      

      
        Staten Island's Roller Rink Celebrated Its Last Dance
        Roller Jam USA closed for good after almost two decades.

      

      
        These Legs Were Made for Fashion
        Vanessa Williams's many ensembles in a music video for her new song, "Legs (Keep Dancing)," evoke her knack for portraying a diva with style.

      

      
        Cocktail Hour at the Met Gala: What Comes After the Carpet
        How Jeff Bezos, Sarah Jessica Parker, Kris Jenner and other A-listers spent their night in the museum. (Hint: Cucumber margaritas were involved.)

      

      
        After the Met Gala, the Parties Lasted All Night
        Usher, Jeff Bezos, Serena Williams, Erykah Badu, Janelle Monae and other celebrities kept going into the wee hours.

      

      
        Is the Met Gala Protest-Proof?
        Despite a rich, class-based theme and calls to disrupt the fashion extravaganza of the year, politics proved no match for the power of the spectacle.

      

      
        
          	
            The Arts
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




I'll Sign Your Baseball if You Sign Mine



As fans and collectors clamor for autographs, Major League Baseball players have built a network -- and an etiquette -- for signing things for each other.




When players like Juan Soto and Fernando Tatis Jr. gathered for the Home Run Derby during All-Star weekend in 2021, they were ready for autograph requests.




By Zach Buchanan


May 01, 2024


One recent morning in Phoenix, Juan Soto, a star outfielder for the New York Yankees, was watching TV in the visiting clubhouse when an attendant approached him to ask a favor.



In the attendant's hand were a ballpoint pen and an unblemished baseball, protectively placed in a plastic bag -- the telltale ingredients of an autograph request.



The attendant wasn't asking for himself, however. "It's for Zac Gallen," he told Mr. Soto, referring to the star pitcher for the Arizona Diamondbacks. Mr. Soto barely looked away from the screen as he accepted the ball and pen. By the end of the day, a Soto-signed baseball awaited Mr. Gallen in his locker.



The interaction was performed with nonchalance. Among players in Major League Baseball, requesting a fellow player's autograph is nearly as common as being asked for one by a fan. The players, aware of how fleeting careers can be, collect memorabilia in the truest sense of the term -- a way to remember the greats with whom they shared the field.



"It dawned upon me that I'm not going to play forever," Mr. Gallen said, "and I'm not going to have the opportunity to get guys I've competed against."




Zac Gallen's pitching helped lead the Arizona Diamondbacks to a World Series appearance in 2023. As recently as 2022 he was worried he was taking too much of Albert Pujols's time by asking him for an autograph.




Players rarely decline to sign for their peers. "I really do think 99.9 percent of players view it as the highest compliment," said Jameson Taillon, a pitcher for the Chicago Cubs. But the major leagues' mutual admiration society has a few unspoken rules.



Every player is constantly hounded for autographs, by fans or marketing people seeking signed items for charities or giveaways, so players keep the volume of requests in mind when approaching their peers.



The first hurdle is considering yourself a peer at all. Veteran players don't police autograph seeking as much as young players do, considering themselves too inconsequential to bother older players.



"As a rookie, it's kind of intimidating," said Archie Bradley, a free-agent pitcher who most recently played for the Miami Marlins. "You have this view of yourself like, 'Am I good enough to ask for an autograph?'"



Some of the best players felt the same when they were rookies.



"I don't think I was worthy of asking for anything yet," said Nolan Arenado of the St. Louis Cardinals. "That's how I saw it."



Memorabilia-minded players eventually overcome that shyness -- often because their careers are nearing an end or an all-time great is on his last lap. When Derek Jeter, the Yankees shortstop and captain, entered his final season in 2014, he let it be known that he would sign for any fellow big-leaguer who asked.



In 2022, the hot collectible among players was any item signed by Albert Pujols, who had announced he would retire at the end of the season.



That move is partly what spurred Mr. Gallen into collecting. Despite having established himself as an elite pitcher, the right-hander was nervous talking to Mr. Pujols before a game.



"He was trying to have a conversation with me and interact, and I was just trying to get out of his way," Mr. Gallen recalled. "I didn't want to take up any of his time."




The hottest collectible among players in 2022 was anything signed by Mr. Pujols, the longtime star, who had already announced it would be his last season.





Mr. Pujols's only rule was that players had to ask for the signatures in person. Brandon Crawford, a Giants shortstop at the time, made the request during a game.




Mr. Pujols preferred to be approached in person: The longtime Giants shortstop Brandon Crawford, now with the Cardinals, made his request upon reaching first base during a game. But pregame hours are busy and such meetings can be difficult to arrange.



The next best option is to send a handwritten note. Mr. Bradley has written heartfelt messages to David Ortiz and C.C. Sabathia, among others, explaining their impact on his career. He also asks that signed items be personalized, signaling to autograph-weary players that whatever they sign won't end up on eBay.



Little of this happens, though, without clubhouse attendants. They're the ones who ferry requests and signed items from one clubhouse to another.



Shawn Moore, the attendant in Arizona who approached Mr. Soto on Mr. Gallen's behalf, is the Diamondbacks' designated signature seeker. Once a series, usually in the middle of a three-game set, he'll enter the visiting clubhouse and pass along requests from the home team.



By the end of the series, Mr. Moore has fulfilled most requests. At last year's All-Star Game in Seattle, Mr. Gallen said, Mr. Moore needed just a half-hour to land the pitcher a pair of cleats signed by the Hall of Famer Ken Griffey Jr.



That kind of effort is appreciated, with players offering attendants cash tips or some other thoughtful gesture. It can be small, maybe a coffee or a sandwich from the shop down the street, but it keeps baseball's peer-to-peer autograph system humming. "Kindness begets kindness," Mr. Moore said.



A similar system of reciprocity governs larger requests. Asking for a signed baseball is easy -- players sign those frequently. But the game's more motivated collectors aim higher.



In Mr. Gallen's case, he is seeking more unique items as he tries to outfit a bar in his home, and Mr. Arenado wants to fill the walls of his private batting cage, and jerseys and gear take up more wall space than baseballs do. That usually means purchasing a replica at the team shop and sending it over for a player to sign.



Sometimes, they're lucky enough to get the real thing. Though Mr. Gallen didn't request it, Mr. Pujols sent him a signed Cardinals jersey straight out of his locker.




In 2014, Josh Donaldson was one of the many players who took Derek Jeter, the retiring Yankees captain, up on his offer to sign for anyone who asked. 




Implicit in such a request is a willingness to return the favor: a jersey for a jersey, a glove for a glove, cleats for cleats. With so many players wearing custom kicks, cleats are an especially popular target. Mr. Bradley bought shoe store racks to display the many he has, including cleats from the Yankees star Aaron Judge and the Philadelphia Phillies first baseman Bryce Harper -- and a rare pair of Asics spikes from the two-way star Shohei Ohtani, who has since switched shoe companies.



Mr. Bradley always offers up some of his own gear, although he said as a reliever, "Most guys don't ask for anything in return from Archie." He also makes clear that he wants to 
display
 them, not 
wear 
them. Most players don't need the clarification, though Mr. Arenado once gave a pair of spikes to Adam Jones, an outfielder for an opposing team, only for Mr. Jones to wear them in the game that night.



"He hit a double and was like, 'These things got hits!'" Mr. Arenado said. "I was like: 'You can't do that to me! My teammates are watching you wear my cleats!'"



That hasn't made Mr. Arenado any less likely to give away his gear. He's both flattered when asked and grateful when someone gives something to him. That's true for most players, although some are still tough to land. Zack Greinke, a star pitcher with 20 seasons in the majors, has been known 
to turn down players
 and throw up playful obstacles.



When they were teammates in Arizona, Mr. Greinke once offered Mr. Bradley the collectible of all collectibles: one of Mr. Greinke's cars, with his signature on the dashboard and a glove signed by Mr. Greinke thrown in as a bonus.



All of that could be had for the low price of $1,000 less than the vehicle's Kelley Blue Book value. The only catch was that Mr. Bradley would also have to provide an autograph from another player whom Mr. Greinke knew he absolutely despised.



Mr. Bradley could only laugh at the sheer deviousness.



Was Mr. Bradley willing to go that far? Does he have a Greinke signature in his collection?



"I don't," he said with a chuckle. "Yet."
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Hats on and Off at the 150th Kentucky Derby



America's most famous horse race may be celebrating a milestone this year, but the hats are the real stars of the show.




A day of millinery delight filled blooms and brims.




Text by The Styles Desk
Photographs by David Kasnic


May 04, 2024


There are many associations that come to mind with the Kentucky Derby. Horses, naturally. Mint juleps too. But to be a true participant in the Derby spectacle, one needs a proper Derby hat.



The tradition for wearing eye-catching attire to America's most famous horse race began in the 1870s. The founder of the Kentucky Derby, Meriwether Lewis Clark Jr., was inspired by the fashionable dress codes at events like Ascot in Britain and Paris's Grand Prix. Creating his own, he figured, would transform his racetrack from a place of ill-repute to one for well-heeled high society.



On a sunny spring Monday in 1875, more than 10,000 spectators attended the first Kentucky Derby and The New York Times reported on the fashion as well as the racing, noting that "the grandstand was thronged by a brilliant assemblage of ladies and gentlemen." His plan worked, and this collective passion for horses, gambling and partying -- even in smart seersucker suits or a spectacular feathered fascinator -- has endured as a cornerstone of the Derby to this day.



This year marked the 150th running of the race at Churchill Downs, won this year by 
Mystik Dan
 in a photo finish. As expected nobody held back both on and off the track, from wide-brimmed styles adorned with spring florals and soft feathers paired with tasteful pastel-colored dresses to jockey helmets adorned with plastic stallions and straight up horse heads. Hats off to this crowd.




A coordinated pair in pink and blue. 





It's never a bad idea to match your hat with your cocktail. 





The winner by a nose. 





A dashing suit for Derby day. 





The view from the top. 





Riders up! 





Derby bling means feathers, sequins and a unicorn.





Proving you can still look fantastic during a Derby nap. 





A magenta moment that is both practical and festive. 





This duo had us at yellow with their coordinating sunny standout looks.





Yay or neigh? This fan was happy to horse around when it came to his head gear. 





And they're off! The Kentucky Derby is often described as "the most exciting two minutes in sports."





Pastels for the paddock (and flat shoes for a long day).





Wide-brimmed straw hats continue to be a winner for many racegoers -- and the bigger the better.





You can never go wrong with the classic straw hat.





Ahoy sailor!





It wouldn't be the Derby without the mint juleps.





Pearls, posies and lots of layered netting here for a millinery delight.





An eye-popping race day outfit missing its owner.
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An Opaque Philip Johnson House Reopens After 15 Years



Following an extensive restoration, the Brick House, the other half of the architect's famous Glass House, is once again receiving visitors.








By Suleman Anaya


May 03, 2024


The architect Philip Johnson's 
Glass House
, a rectangular glass-and-steel residence set on a grassy shelf above a wooded bluff in New Canaan, Conn., has epitomized a certain East Coast ideal of midcentury elegance since its completion in 1949. Before becoming an architect at age 37, Johnson ran the architecture department at MoMA, and the spare, luminous building, which he inhabited for over half a century, embodies the Modernist International Style that he helped define in a landmark exhibition at the museum in 1932. The home also established Johnson himself as the paragon of a specific type of New York architect: erudite, absolutist in his refinement and formidable in his influence wielding, shaping careers, institutions and public opinion like few others in his field.



But since the National Trust of Historic Preservation opened the Glass House to the public as a museum in 2007, visitors have discovered there's more to the place than its namesake centerpiece. By the time Johnson died in 2005, the five acres he'd bought in 1946 had grown tenfold to encompass 14 structures, including experimental follies, a subterranean painting gallery and three wooden homes from earlier periods, including a shingled 18th-century dwelling that Johnson and his partner, the curator David Whitney, would use as a refuge in hot weather. For the past 15 years, however, a pivotal part of the estate has remained semi-concealed: Johnson's guesthouse, known as the Brick House and situated just 80 feet from the site's main attraction, has been closed to the public because of water damage. Now, after an extensive restoration and in time for the Glass House's 75th anniversary, the building has finally been unveiled.




The hallway has a granite floor and doubles as a gallery, displaying Brice Marden's "Etchings to Rexroth" (1986), from the collection of Johnson and his partner, the curator David Whitney.




Johnson considered the 1,728-square-foot Glass House and its 860-square-foot
 
brick companion, which was built at the same time, two parts of a single home -- one alluringly crystalline, the other introverted and opaque. He wrapped the smaller building entirely in iron-spotted red brick and positioned it facing the main house at a slight angle, with a gravel pathway crossing the courtyard between them. The structures are also linked below ground: Along with a bedroom, study, storage room and bathroom, the Brick House contains the unsightly mechanical equipment that supplies the Glass House with electricity and heat, enabling the larger building to maintain its aesthetic purity. Tellingly, Johnson placed the Brick House's only windows -- three big mahogany-framed portholes -- on the building's back side, facing away from his glass retreat. "I didn't see why the guests should have a window looking out toward my house," he said in an unpublished 1991 interview for the National Trust. "They can look their own way out to the hill." But he and Whitney also often slept in the building when they didn't have visitors.




Ibram Lassaw's welded bronze-and-steel work "Clouds of Magellan," commissioned for the bedroom in 1953, hangs above the bed.




The Brick House is stern, squat and solid, its front interrupted only by a tall, centered black pinewood door. Even Johnson admitted it wasn't much to look at, calling it "perfectly plain." But if the exterior is unassuming, Johnson created an unexpected landscape of color, texture and fantastical detail inside. At one end of the bright entrance hall, which runs parallel to the front of the house, a door gives way to the building's showpiece: a dim, sand-hued bedroom that is at once monastic, womblike and glamorous. Johnson -- who never shied away from, as he put it in the 1991 interview, "deliberately copying whatever I felt like" -- modeled it after a domed parlor in the early 19th-century London home of the English architect John Soane. Soane described the layered design of that room as "a succession of fanciful effects,'' and Johnson deployed his own series of clever tricks. First, he built an off-white
 
plaster pavilion inside the 10-by-26-foot room. A row of vaults seem to be supported by 14 superslim columns but are, in fact, suspended from the ceiling and give the room the sheltered quality of a cloister.




At the other end of the bedroom, two sliding upholstered panels open to reveal a walk-in closet featuring a painting of Central Park, as seen from the Ramble, by the Serbian American artist Milet Andrejevic.




To heighten the sense of intimacy -- "This was a bedroom; why not get cuddly?" Johnson said -- the walls are hidden behind panels clad in cotton from the Venice-based textile house Fortuny with a pink, aquamarine and gold feather motif. (One of several donations made during the restoration by the manufacturers Johnson worked with, the fabric was replicated by Fortuny to replace the original, which had darkened with age.) Johnson's third fanciful idea, developed with the lighting designer Richard Kelly, was to tuck lights between the ceiling and the canopy, producing an indirect glow that accentuates the only artwork in the room, a gridlike abstract metal sculpture by the Jewish Egyptian-born artist Ibram Lassaw that hangs above a low, spartan bed. (Johnson hated headboards.) A plush champagne-colored carpet completes the enveloping effect.



With the voluptuous, theatrical bedroom -- part of a 1953 redesign of the Brick House interior -- Johnson broke with the purist tenets and rigid lines of his mentor, the German-born Modernist Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, whose own glass-encased structure, Farnsworth House, inspired the Glass House. (Located in Plano, Ill., and completed in 1951, Farnsworth House was designed before but built after Johnson's project.) Famously prolific and stylistically fickle, Johnson used the Brick House to try out ideas he could revisit in other commissions. The bedroom's Fortuny fabric reappeared in his interior for the Four Seasons restaurant in New York, completed in 1958, and the canopy's arches were the seed of his classicist infatuation, which culminated at the Beck House, an opulent private home in Dallas finished in 1964. Johnson's liberal historical referencing on his own property -- he also incorporated nods to the Baroque and Romantic periods
 
--
 
anticipated his embrace of postmodernism in the 1970s and '80s in projects such as the AT&T Building in Manhattan, where he reprised the Brick House's circular windows.



The rest of the Brick House's interior can't compete with the bedroom's atmospheric power. The adjacent study has been restored to a 1980s iteration with gleeful blue-and-pastel pink cotton-upholstered wool Feltri chairs by Gaetano Pesce, a dense purple carpet and a section of Johnson's library that confirms his troubling fascination with Fascism -- he openly admired Hitler's regime before publicly distancing himself from Nazism in 1940. The skylit bathroom next door, with its Greek frieze, black marble walls and floor and polished brass fixtures, borders on camp. And the entrance hall is simple -- a gallery-like space currently home to Johnson and Whitney's prized set of etchings by the painter
 
Brice Marden. (Over the years, Johnson donated some of the artworks he kept in the building, including a Paul Klee drawing that he bought from the painter in 1929 for $75, to MoMA; others were sold after his and Whitney's deaths, which occurred just five months apart in 2005.)



In designing the Brick House bedroom, "Johnson wanted to show how modern architecture could be warm, and not just sensual but sexy," says the architecture critic Paul Goldberger, 73, the chair of the Glass House's advisory council. The room's reopening will surely encourage theorizing about what purpose the sensuality served. Some scholars have viewed the building as a queer space, decoding the interiors' seductive artifice as the work of a gay man who was closeted for much of his life. But while the restored Brick House might symbolize Johnson's compartmentalized identity, it also sheds light on a fundamental paradox of his masterpiece. A separate private domain was necessary not just to act out needs that society couldn't accept but also because a pristine glass temple wasn't always conducive to introspection or relaxation. The Brick House both completes an iconic American home and reminds visitors of its author's humanity: Even a master of spectacle sometimes just wanted to hide.
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Third Wheel



We're Together. Just Not in Pictures.



A buzzy couple's separate arrivals on the Met Gala red carpet offer a reminder of the value of a solo photo op.




Barry Keoghan in Burberry and Sabrina Carpenter in Oscar de la Renta at the Met Gala on Monday. Though the stars have been linked as a couple, they made separate entrances to the event.




By Gina Cherelus


May 08, 2024


Barry Keoghan was the scheming heart of one of last year's most talked-about movies and played a major role in stirring up a 
general thirst for Irish actors
. Sabrina Carpenter, fresh off her opener duties on what may go down as 
the most profitable music tour in history
, has a top 10 Billboard hit and the TikTok song du jour.



So when Ms. Carpenter and Mr. Keoghan, a buzzy young couple, walked the red carpet separately at this year's Met Gala, posing for their own pictures, fans took notice.



Ms. Carpenter arrived wearing a custom bustier gown with a light blue bouffant skirt by Oscar de la Renta. Mr. Keoghan appeared in a velvety brown Burberry suit and a black top hat. They individually posed for photos in the center of the carpet before heading into the museum 
for the cocktail hour
.



Admirers of Ms. Carpenter's latest single, "Espresso," or Mr. Keoghan's turn as a prep-school arriviste in "Saltburn" might have been expecting to see more images of them together on one of the most 
obsessed-over red carpets of the year
. But sometimes you just need some pictures of yourself, alone, and the reasons may vary.



It's unclear what strategy -- if any -- is informing the pair's decisions as to when they want to be 
spotted together
. But in a moment when many people use their cellphones as their only camera, the professional shots taken at major events like weddings and graduations can take on outsize importance. For image-conscious celebrities, the Met Gala may be the superstar equivalent.



The significance of couples taking photos together at special events is well established. It's evident in those moments when you have to ask a girlfriend or boyfriend to step aside to take a few wedding pictures of "just the family," reserving the spot for couples who have some real skin in the game.



The impulse not to take photos together at a big event doesn't automatically mean that there are cracks in the relationship, or -- in situations slightly more down-to-earth than the Met Gala -- that your family doesn't like your partner. But given the exclusivity of this event, posing for photos at the bottom of those steps has become a coveted moment for stars, creating images that may very well follow them for the rest of their careers. And the Met carpet, like other red carpets, provides a prime opportunity for guests to debut a new relationship or make a romantic display of affection.



That said, taking photos with a relatively new partner might be jumping the gun if it's too soon to know whether the relationship will last a year, or even a month. If the relationship falters,
 
in all the fancy images of your big night you'll be sharing the frame with an ex. (Mr. Keoghan and Ms. Carpenter have both posted solo shots on their 
Instagram
 
accounts
.) It also risks sending the message that things are more serious than they are. Or it just may be that after dozens of selfies together, they would like a few by themselves.



Overthinking the optics of a red-carpet photo might be an extension of the same early-relationship anxieties that surround meeting a partner's friends or bringing someone home for the holidays for the first time.



This could explain why the fashion designer Christian Cowan and Sam Smith took the moment to 
make their debut as a couple after two years of dating
, using their first appearance as Met Gala guests to hard-launch on the museum steps in matching white and black suits. Publicists were eager to offer a behind-the-scenes feature, mindful of how impactful it could be.



Other couples like the actor Matt Damon and his wife, Luciana Barroso, posed together as they made their way along the carpet. Jessica Biel arrived alone, leaving many online wondering why her husband, Justin Timberlake, wasn't in attendance. And the actress Kerry Washington came with her husband, the actor Nnamdi Asomugha, but mostly posed alone for pictures.



Even though Ms. Carpenter and Mr. Keoghan were separated on the carpet, users on social media pointed out how their outfits looked to be coordinating, with 
one user writing on X
, "Sabrina Carpenter and Barry Keoghan in the Met Gala are so Alice in Wonderland coded."



Although they went solo on the carpet, the pair ended up getting their moment as a couple. After they reunited at the top of the stairs, they took 
a photo together
 before heading inside. 
One video online
 showed Ms. Carpenter scurrying past the gaggle of reporters and cameras to the top of the steps and, soon after, she ran over to meet Mr. Keoghan in an embrace.



Send your thoughts, 
stories and tips to 
thirdwheel@nytimes.com
.
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Staten Island's Roller Rink Celebrated Its Last Dance



Roller Jam USA closed for good after almost two decades.



By Frank Rojas
Photographs and Video by Ye Fan


May 06, 2024


Before 9 p.m. on Saturday, crowds of people lined up in a parking lot opposite a Sonic Drive-In, making their way into a large white building in the suburban neighborhood of Tottenville, Staten Island. It was a chilly May evening, but emotions ran warm inside as a roller rink, Roller Jam USA, hosted its final night of skating.



Patrons swapped shoes for skates as some found seats at the corners of the full benches while others leaned against lockers, carefully lacing up. Some skaters took small steps to the rink, shuffling their arms for balance, while others occupied the bar.



"When I knew that it was the last night, I was like, I have to come," said Keishonda Cruws of New Jersey, who grew up coming to the rink.



She remembered: "Somebody pulled me down here a few years ago, and I sprained my tailbone. I've fallen a lot, but that's a part of it. Everybody falls."



Over its 17 years of operation, Roller Jam USA has had its own share of pitfalls, but it has also shown resilience. In 2012, the rink was renovated after Hurricane Sandy, and the pandemic forced a temporary shutdown in 2020. After the rink reopened in 2021, it was at a smaller capacity.




Roller Jam USA opened in July 2007 by Joe Costa and his brother Tommy, who wanted to start a business that could bring families and people of all ages together.




But ultimately the reason for closing would be more typical: a rent increase in a lease renewal. Joe Costa, the owner, shared the news 
in a video on Instagram
 last month, taking many of his longtime customers by surprise.



"The amount of rent that I was going to have to pay in order to renew my lease was just an amount where it was financially impossible," Mr. Costa said in an interview.



Roller Jam USA first opened in July 2007 after Mr. Costa and his brother Tommy had already seen some success running tanning salons throughout Staten Island. The brothers wanted to start a business that could bring families and people of all ages together. Tommy would eventually go on to work in real estate, leaving Mr. Costa, his wife and their three children to run the skating rink.



On its last night, three large disco balls hovered over the rink while the playlist offered up funk, disco, new wave and R&B.



"There was this fun that I had when I grew up and incredible memories of skating as a teenager," Mr. Costa, 60, said. "I wanted to do something for the kids on Staten Island and give them a place where they can actually communicate and not just be on their phones."



Roller Jam USA opened just as two longstanding New York City roller-skating rinks permanently closed: the Roxy in Manhattan and Empire Skates in Brooklyn. New York now has roller rink pop-ups, such as 
DiscOasis
 and 
Showfields
, and the outdoor 
Pier 2 Roller Rink
 in Brooklyn.



But the Staten Island establishment has been the only year-round roller-skating rink in the city, and judging from the crowds on closing night, many people would feel the loss.




Customers switching out their shoes for skates.





"I appreciate any person that came through our doors," said Joe Costa, the owner of the rink. "Every single one of them is like family, and my job was to make sure how they were going to have an amazing time for the love of skating."




Mr. Costa was making sure customers found their perfect size skates. He has taken off only 10 weekends in his 17 years of running the business, he said, and lives less than a six-minute drive from the rink. He's not sure what's next for him, but he's happy with what they have been able to create over the years.



"I appreciate any person that came through our doors," Mr. Costa said. "Every single one of them is like family, and my job was to make sure how they were going to have an amazing time for the love of skating."



For four young women who met through the New York City roller-skating scene over the years, Roller Jam USA was more than just a fun night out, it was a place to build community.



"It'll be sad to let this go," said Melody Olivera, 31, as she rested her arms on the shoulders of her friends in the middle of the skating rink. "It's places like these that help build lifelong friendships among diverse backgrounds, ages, religions and everything."
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These Legs Were Made for Fashion



Vanessa Williams's many ensembles in a music video for her new song, "Legs (Keep Dancing)," evoke her knack for portraying a diva with style.




This sleek pairing of dark turtleneck and shorts is one of several outfits Vanessa Williams wears in the music video for her recently released single. 




By Melissa Guerrero


May 02, 2024


It might not come as a surprise that Vanessa Williams, in the music video for her new single, "Legs (Keep Dancing)," can be seen showing off her legs.



Some may remember her showing off a lot more in a 1984 issue of Penthouse, that, after being published, led 
Ms. Williams to become the first Miss America forced to give up her crown
, a decision that the pageant's leaders have 
since apologized for
.



Her legs in the 
"Legs" music video
, unlike in the Penthouse photos, are for the most part clothed. Moschino shorts and fishnets, a spangly gold bodysuit and a pink feathered outfit are among the many items Ms. Williams, 61, wears while moving -- mostly dancing -- between locations that include a white-walled studio, a dimly lit limousine and a nightclub.



For certain viewers, Ms. Williams's colorful wardrobe in the video might evoke other aspects of her career as an actress and singer, say, her past role as 
fashion editor Wilhelmina Slater
 in the TV show "Ugly Betty," or her upcoming role as Miranda Priestly, the 
Anna-Wintour-inspired
 fashion editor, in the 
musical adaptation of "The Devil Wears Prada,"
 arriving in London's West End later this year.



Ms. Williams, speaking on a phone call on Tuesday after flying from Japan to New York, said that certain attire worn in the "Legs" video had connections to some of her past roles. For instance: A silky chartreuse corset and matching cargo pants by Adrienne Landau, a label she has worn since her days on "Ugly Betty."



Another ensemble of sheer black top and zipper-covered red pants came from Trash and Vaudeville, 
the punk emporium
 in Manhattan's East Village.




An ensemble of sheer black top and red zipper-covered pants came from the store Trash and Vaudeville in New York.





A spangly gold bodysuit worn beneath a sparkly fringed belt brought to mind Ms. Williams's reputation as a diva who embraces fashion.




Ms. Williams, who developed her wardrobe for the video with the stylist Alison Hernon, said the clothes they chose were pieces she feels comfortable in and "that feel comfortable on my body."



She added that her outfits in the video for "Legs," her first non-holiday-related single in 15 years, were meant to not only highlight the song's titular anatomy, but also what she described as its underlying message: That her decades-long career is ongoing and ever-expanding.



"I'm still here, still standing, still kicking," Ms. Williams sings on the dance-pop single. "In fact, I'm the best I've ever been."



"I've got a lot of stuff going on," Ms. Williams said on the phone. Her to-do list includes plans to release a full-length album on 
a newly announced record label
. She is also a producer of a 
new musical about the trumpeter Louis Armstrong
, which is coming to Broadway around the same she starts performances of "The Devil Wears Prada" in London.



Ms. Williams has followed a career path blazed by Black performers like Diana Ross and Diahann Carroll, both of whom also served as inspiration for "Legs" and its music video, which opens with Ms. Williams dropping a cream-colored Michael Kors coat and a Worth & Worth hat -- attire nodding to clothes Ms. Ross wore in the 1975 film "Mahogany," Ms. Hernon said.



A line in the song's chorus, "They say the legs are the last to go," echoes the title of Ms. Carroll's memoir, "The Legs Are the Last to Go," released in 2008. Its cover featured a 
leggy portrait
 of Ms. Carroll, 
who died in 2019
.



Ms. Williams, who starred in the film "The Courage to Love" alongside Ms. Carroll, said that the title and cover of her memoir reflect how, "with age, comes wisdom."



"She's realizing and accepting her body shape and all that comes with it," Ms. Williams said. "And that's what I think is reflected in what I wanted to say with this phase of my life and also in the music."
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Up the carpeted stairs, past the tuxedoed photographers, Anna Wintour stood at the top of the steps at the Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit.



"Your royal highnesses," Baz Luhrmann, the Australian film director, said as he approached Bad Bunny, Jennifer Lopez and Chris Hemsworth, who were standing in a receiving line with Ms. Wintour. The space had been transformed by greenery, filled with string musicians and dancers, creating a "Midsummer Night's" dreamscape just off Fifth Avenue.



"How is it out there?" Ms. Wintour said, adding, "You look incredible."



One by one, the stratospherically famous faces that captivate imaginations worldwide walked carefully up the stairs and stopped to talk to the row of co-chairs. (Zendaya, the fifth co-chair, did not make it to the perch.)




Tyla, the singer and songwriter, gets help with her dress.





From left, Serena Williams, Kris Jenner and Lauren Sanchez. 




Ms. Wintour, the global editorial director of Conde Nast and the editor in chief of Vogue, had once again convened her starry annual bash, turning a soaring temple of the arts into a looking glass on our times -- one reflecting a heady swirl of celebrity, commerce, fashion, beauty, aspiration, power, intrigue and bankable influence.



Last year, the event raised about $22 million for the Costume Institute, which houses the museum's costume collection -- millions more than other major New York City galas. This year's event was co-sponsored by Loewe and TikTok, which is currently 
facing a potential ban in the United States
.




Greta Lee, Taylor Russell and Mona Patel explored the exhibition.




Welcoming a deep-pocketed tech company as a sponsor is not new for the Met Gala: Both Amazon and Instagram have bankrolled the Costume Institute exhibitions in years past. But the pairing of Vogue and TikTok, united in the race to capture our attention, suggests the video platform reshaping much of what we do and wear, also has a place in high fashion.



As Max Hollein, the director and chief executive of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, put it, "It was a kind of a natural progression to this year, from Instagram to TikTok."




Matthew Macfadyen, Sienna Miller and Keeley Hawes chat during cocktails. 





Camila Cabello, Lil Nas X and Stella McCartney take a moment together.




Guests were dressed in their best interpretation of the exhibition theme, "Sleeping Beauties: Reawakening Fashion," and the dress code, "Garden of Time."



Seth Meyers, accompanied by his wife, Alexi Ashe, said walking up the stairs this year actually felt very calming.



"We try to come in with not a lot of ego," he said, adding that he often feels the photographers aren't interested in him. "Even in the age of digital photos, you feel like they're saving their film."




Catching Lizzo off guard.




Sarah Jessica Parker arrived with Andy Cohen, the Bravo host. Ms. Parker said she tried to pay close attention to the theme this year, and even read the 
1962 short story that inspired it
.



"I love the challenge of the theme," she said. "I think sometimes it really eludes me, and sometimes it's much more recognizable or I can make sense of it more quickly, but I liked the idea of paying attention."



"Going with her is just a dream," Mr. Cohen said. "It's like being on a little puff of cotton candy all night. And she takes such care to do it right."




Jazz Charton and Kieran Culkin.





Jimmy Fallon, center, hams it up among the evening's string musicians.




As Ms. Parker and Mr. Cohen were making their way to the exhibition, Jeff Bezos stopped to compliment her dress, and the string of long pearls she was wearing. Standing with his fiancee, Lauren Sanchez, they recalled having met once, on a boat in Spain.



Ms. Sanchez and Mr. Bezos perused the "Sleeping Beauties" exhibition, hand in hand, stopping to look at the different displays. As she walked, her 
Oscar de la Renta dress
 made a sound on the floor that sounded a bit like squeaking ducks.



"You're so loud," Mr. Bezos said with a laugh.




Jordan Roth, left, and Cynthia Erivo showered their outfits in pink flower petals. 




Attendees packed into elevators and headed to the Charles Engelhard Court, where servers in white jackets with little green bows offered trays of champagne, sparkling water and cucumber margaritas.



Around the room, Matt Damon talked to Barry Diller. Ayo Edebiri chatted with Donald Glover. Kris Jenner arrived with her partner, Corey Gamble. She took a seat in a corner near a bronze sculpture. Ms. Sanchez, with a glass in hand, walked up to Ms. Jenner and gave her two kisses.



"Jeff," Mr. Bezos said, introducing himself. "Nice to see you."




Jeff Bezos with guests in the exhibit.





Emily Ratajkowski and Gigi Hadid at the exhibition.




Waiters with silver trays offered little bites of little things like tuna tartare on a rice crisp and hearts of palm with avocado puree.



Nearby, dressed in a tuxedo and sensible shoes, Stephen A. Schwarzman, the chief executive of the Blackstone investment group, sat alone on a bench, his phone's speaker held up to his mouth.




Cardi B's dress required a team to move.




On the other side of the room, members of the K-pop group Stray Kids picked off the appetizers as they stood together in a corner behind Lea Michele. Ms. Michele, who is pregnant, was seated at a table with Jonathan Groff.



"When I was pregnant with my son, it was 2020, and I was home wearing sweatpants and a T-shirt," she said, "and now I'm in Rodarte at the Met. So it's a very different pregnancy."



Ms. Michele was particularly excited to see who was going to perform. "It's my favorite part, obviously, as a singer," she said. "It's just so wonderful to get to have an incredible performer to do a private concert."




From left: Lena Waithe spoke with Ayo Edebiri as James Corden spoke with another guest.





Teyana Taylor moved through the crowd.




Around 8 p.m., a door in the middle of the room opened and performers walked out to the sound of drumming, and danced throughout the space -- a signal it was time for dinner.



"Let's get going," Mr. Luhrmann said to the crowd. "When Anna says get in, it's time to get in."



"I'm having the best night ever!" Ms. Sanchez said loudly. "I am having so much fun!"



Attendees were ushered off to a meal that included a medley of spring vegetables followed by a filet of beef.




The Korean pop group Stray Kids.




Slowly, late arrivals made their way into dinner. Rachel Sennott walked in with Kylie Jenner. Kim Kardashian waved off more photos. Cardi B, surrounded by ushers carrying her dress, squeezed through two columns.



Inside, under candelabra entwined with floral arrangements, guests were seated around the Temple of Dendur, the Egyptian temple, where walls 
depict scenes
 of a king making offerings to the gods.




Precious Lee blew a kiss.
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One reason the Met Gala after-parties are nearly as famous as the Met Gala itself has to do with an incident that took place 10 years ago at the Standard Hotel in the West Village of Manhattan.



On 
that night
, Beyonce was a star of the red carpet at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, along with her husband, Jay-Z, and her sister Solange Knowles. Afterward, in an elevator car headed to the Boom Boom Room, the club on the top floor of the Standard, Solange attacked her brother-in-law while Beyonce stood watching and a bodyguard tried to restore order. The 
security-cam footage
 leaked to TMZ and the internet, and a family fight became the stuff of New York social lore.



Things were less dramatic this year and less star studded at the annual Standard after-party. Just past midnight, the most famous person at 
Boom
 was the designer Christian Siriano, who had arrived with his date for the evening, the model Coca Rocha. Connie Fleming, the hotel's longtime doorwoman, reflected on the changes in the social atmosphere since the heady days of 2014.



"I think the Met Gala has peaked in its base of being about real fashion and real fashion people," said Ms. Fleming, who became one of the trans community's first stars in the 1990s, when she walked runways for Thierry Mugler.




Christian Siriano and Coco Rocha at the party at Boom. 




Ms. Fleming pointed out that a decade ago, at the time of the Solange-Jay-Z fracas, an appearance on the cover of Vogue was a key marketing tactic in the rollout of an album.



"Now you can promote it on your freaking TikTok or your Instagram," said Ms. Fleming, who was decked out in a sequined lavender dress from Marc Bouwer. "The power balance and the influence balance has shifted."



It just so happened that Mr. Bouwer was on the dance floor, wearing a silver jumpsuit and a headdress made from organza and ribbons. "I'm vegan," he said, as the D.J. played a slew of '90s house tracks. "I think feathers are cruel." The designer added that he had dressed a Met Gala attendee: "Haley Kalil. She's a YouTube superstar."



Around 12:30, the room got some liftoff when Jeff Bezos entered with his fiancee, Lauren Sanchez.




Lauren Sanchez and Jeff Bezos. 




Earlier, Ms. Sanchez had shown up at the gala wearing a strapless Oscar de la Renta gown with a corset top and a ballooning bottom adorned with what looked like shattered glass. For her appearance at the Standard, she was in a form-fitting gown that had paint strips running down the middle.



She was ushered to a banquette near Mr. Siriano. But without a lot of people to talk to, Mr. Bezos and Ms. Sanchez quickly made an exit.



Closer to the bar was the singer Sam Smith, who was wearing a black suit embellished with a massive rose in 24-karat gold. Who designed it?



"Him!" Smith said, 
pointing at his boyfriend
, the fashion designer Christian Cowan.




Ezra J. William, Tina Leung, Prabal Gurung, Pierpaolo Piccioli and Benedetta Piccoli.




A few feet away was the designer Pierpaolo Piccioli, who had recently left his post at Valentino. To Mr. Piccioli's right was his daughter Benedetta. "My date," he said, before making it clear he would not be giving interviews on what he was doing next.



Nor would he discuss the reasons for his 
departure from Valentino
 -- although he did point out who had designed his daughter's dress.



"Versace," he said.



On the dance floor, the singer FKA twigs was wearing a nude dress and dancing to none other than Beyonce.




Sam Smith




A week before, FKA Twigs had made an appearance before Congress, where she had testified about the threat of deep fakes. Now she was doing hosting duties at an official Met Gala after-party.



"I feel very lucky to be looked upon kindly and to be given spaces in different places in the world to speak and express myself," she said.



The crowd began to thin out.




Harris Reed




The Silencio Party



Another party was taking place at Silencio, a basement club on West 57th Street. The host was the rapper Cardi B. At 1:45 a.m. she had not yet arrived. So the most famous person in the room was, once again, Mr. Siriano, who was seated with Ms. Rocha at yet another banquette.



While a D.J. played vintage Dr. Dre, waiters served potato chips topped with caviar.



"Where's the girl?" Mr. Siriano said, referring to Cardi B.



She popped in shortly after 2 a.m., having changed out of the black tulle dress whose train had been carried up the Met stairs by a team of more than half a dozen people. At Silencio, she was wearing a reddish dress with conical breasts that recalled the style of Jean Paul Gaultier more than three decades ago.




Cardi B




If this dress was easier for Cardi B to manage than her red-carpet concoction, a cast of many was nevertheless required to escort her to the D.J. booth, so that she would not have to glad-hand hoi polloi.



Almost everyone in the crowd took out their phones and took videos of Cardi B in the booth. Pushing her hair out of her face, she did a bit of free-styling on the mic to whoops from the crowd.




The scene at Silencio.




An Active Host



By that time, Mr. Siriano and Ms. Rocha were already leaving the affair hosted by Usher on the roof of the Edition Hotel in Times Square. They did not stay long.



"In and out," Mr. Siriano said. "It's cute up there, but it's hot."



The Usher party was crowded with famous faces. The lineup included the supermodel Naomi Campbell, the actor and hip-hop legend Queen Latifah, the singer Leon Bridges and the actors Taraji P. Henson and Tisha Campbell. There was also a power couple -- the actor Gabrielle Union and her husband, the former N.B.A. star Dwyane Wade.




Usher and DJ D-Nice at the Times Square Edition.




By chance or by design, many of the celebrity guests followed the same protocol: Greet Usher with a hug and make a beeline to the dance floor.



Stilt walkers parading across the room gave the party a bit of a circus atmosphere, and hot dog carts lent a New York touch. Usher, who was the headliner of the Super Bowl's halftime show in February, was not one of those hosts who makes himself a wallflower and watches the goings-on from afar.



He joined D.J. D-Nice onstage and danced to Mary J. Blige's "Real Love." He mouthed the lyrics to "Because of You" by Ne-Yo, who sang alongside him. He pulled the designer Michele Lamy into a dance circle for his song "Hey Daddy (Daddy's Home)." And, along with the actor and musician, Janelle Monae, he was part of an attentive audience for a magician who did card tricks.




Janelle Monae




Usher compared the Met Gala to the Super Bowl in its cultural influence.



"That's why I've always admired it from afar," he said. "You hope that you've done something well enough, and you'd like to be invited first. And then the rest of the world can see who and what you have to offer."



Deeper into the wee hours, the last grand entrance was made by the singer and songwriter Erykah Badu. Cameras swarmed her as she posed wearing a large brimmed hat and a black bustle dress. When asked what the bustle was made of, she said in jest: "It's made out of the souls of Black women."



Around 3 a.m., Usher took his leave as Ms. Badu danced her way out of the hotel and into a 
sprinter van
. Even at this hour, there were onlookers gathered at a barricade. She gave them a wave.




Erykah Badu




Way Downtown



Another late-night event took place at Casa Cipriani, a private club on the southern tip of Manhattan. There, the New York nightlife connoisseur Richie Akiva grabbed a microphone by the D.J. booth.



"We're just getting started," he said at 2 a.m.



He called out to his famous friends in the crowd: "Teyana Taylor in the house, we see you! Shout out to my man Sam Smith in the building! I see you, Sam."



The D.J. and music producer Kaytranada joined Mr. Akiva, playing a remix of Jay-Z's "Show Me What You Got." At a table nearby, Doja Cat, one of the party's co-hosts, wearing an entirely sheer outfit, cozied up to Guram Gvasalia of Vetements. The two have seemed to be everywhere together since making their 
Instagram debut
 a few days ago.



At another table, Ms. Monae and Serena Williams, both co-hosts, chatted and posed for photos. When Ms. Monae and Doja Cat noticed each other, they screamed in unison. Then they danced and vogued together.




Usher, Michele Lamy, and Ne-Yo. 




The model Imaan Hammam, wearing a silver mini dress, said she was inspired by Carrie Bradshaw for her after-party look. She had worn a dazzling gold top and matching maxi skirt to the Met Gala, and now she wanted "something a bit more fun -- something to dance in," she said.



The model Alton Mason wore a white fur shawl -- no shirt -- with low rise jeans, accessorizing his look by stacking four silver chains against his bare chest. When asked to describe his mood, he had one word: "Sexy."



"Actually," Mr. Mason added quickly, "I want to change my word: opulent. It comes from within."



Throughout the night, models took cigarette breaks on a balcony overlooking a crowd of people trying to get inside. "This is 
not
 a regular club night," a security guard shouted to the group of hopefuls. "If you're wack, you're wack."



Past 3 a.m., the designer LaQuan Smith shimmied in a white tank top and baby blue sequin pants. He said he had been to the Boom Boom Room, as well as a few other places.



"I've been bouncing around New York," he said.



Was this his last stop?



He shrugged, as if to say he would see where the night would take him.
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Critic's Notebook



Is the Met Gala Protest-Proof?



Despite a rich, class-based theme and calls to disrupt the fashion extravaganza of the year, politics proved no match for the power of the spectacle.




Anna Wintour, the maestro of the Costume Institute gala, arriving at the Met on Monday.




By Vanessa Friedman


May 07, 2024


If ever a Met Gala seemed primed to clash with its political moment, it was the 
2024 Met
.



On the one hand, there was the event: the most opulent, extravagant, expensive party of the year, where a single ticket cost a whopping $75,000 -- 50 percent more than last year's ticket and more than $15,000 more than the 
average American salary
.



On the other hand, there was a city roiled by student protests over the war in Gaza and rived by the country's first criminal trial of a former president, and a sponsor (Conde Nast) in a fight with its employees over their union.



Even the evening's dress code seemed to acknowledge the dichotomy: "The Garden of Time," the title of a 
J.G. Ballard short story
 about an aristocratic couple isolated in their mansion as an unruly mob draws ever closer, brandishing sticks and tools and a threat to their way of life.



"It's oddly prescient," Andrew Bolton, the curator in charge of the Met's Costume Institute and the man who chose the theme, acknowledged the day before the gala -- even though he said he had been thinking mostly about the garden idea when he chose it (and it was unclear whether many of the celebrities who attended had read the allegorical tale).



As the party began on Monday night, word came that a crowd was amassing, planning to 
march on Fifth Avenue
 in support of Palestine. Police officers were said to be assembling barricades after another large protest at Hunter College. There were calls, online, for everyone to join in a "primal scream" every hour from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., under the hashtag 
#DisruptTheMet
.




Protesters marching on Fifth Avenue near East 76th Street during the Met Gala on Monday.




Even though a 
planned Conde Nast union walkout
 was averted -- a last-minute deal was reached in the wee hours before the gala -- the gala seemed to be dancing on the edge of the volcano.



And then ... bupkis.



Whatever protesters appeared were kept far enough away from the main event that most people focused on the party didn't even notice. The revolution was not TikTok-ized. There were arrests, but they didn't change the conversation. This wasn't like the 
White House Correspondents' Association Dinner
, held only a week before, where guests at the black tie event had to run a gantlet of protesters to get through the front door. No celebrity even showed up in a pin to support Gaza or the unionizers, as they often do at red carpet events like the Oscars. (For this crowd, at least, the possibility of incurring the wrath of Anna Wintour, the evening's maestro, may be a rare and powerful deterrent.)



Is it possible that the Met Gala has become that rare thing in the contemporary world: a protest-proof zone?



Maybe it was because of the logistics, which prevented the telling image of a marching horde with their flags and fury from confronting swanning celebrities in their fashion and fripperies from being captured, going viral, and serving to crystallize and galvanize a crisis.




An arrest during the Met Gala.




Maybe it was because the Met, with its often fantastical, over-the-top clothes -- this time around, Cardi B as a Windowsen flower pot, planted in acres of black tulle earth; Mona Patel, as a host of trembling Iris van Herpen butterflies; Tyla as Balmain sand in the hourglass -- has become a laugh of an evening when celebrities dress up like animals in a zoo for everyone else's ogling and enjoyment and the money goes to a cultural institution accessible to all, and trickles down to the city. It's so removed from everyday life that no one expects it to play by the rules, or outrage, of everyday life.



Or maybe it's because the Met Gala is one of the rare events in the year that is a politics-free zone, one in which no one complains on the red carpet about being reduced to their clothes. Unlike other red carpets, which at least theoretically celebrate film or music or reporting, the point of the party is to celebrate clothes. Perhaps this is also why no one puts a pin on their finery; that would ruin the effect. And which is also, at least in theory, something everyone can share.



You can label that superficial out-of-touch and tone-deaf, or call it the triumph of late-stage capitalism over perfervid morality. Or you can indulge it as a moment of pure escapism. Either way, it kept the mob at bay. At least this time.




Outside the Met after the gala on Monday.
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