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        Live updates: Stormy Daniels finishes testifying in Trump's hush money trial
        Shayna Jacobs

        Stormy Daniels returned to the stand Thursday to wrap up her testimony in Donald Trump's trial on allegations of business fraud related to a payment of hush money.

      

      
        For Marjorie Taylor Greene, getting booed by the House is no disincentive
        Philip Bump

        Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene's desired outcomes aren't the same as a traditional politician's.

      

      
        What Trump promised oil CEOs as he asked them to steer $1 billion to his campaign
        Josh Dawsey, Maxine Joselow

        Donald Trump has pledged to scrap President Biden's policies on electric vehicles and wind energy, and other initiatives opposed by the fossil fuel industry.

      

      
        Election 2024 latest news: Biden heading west on fundraising swing; Trump back in court
        Maegan Vazquez, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        VA improperly approved nearly $11 million in bonuses for execs, watchdog finds
        Lisa Rein

        Some executives have yet to repay the bonuses, which exceeded $100,000 in some cases, despite an order from the VA secretary.

      

      
        Mike Johnson's telling comment on GOP's (lack of) voter-fraud evidence
        Aaron Blake

        Republicans have increasingly acknowledged that their claims are all about the vibes.

      

      
        What extremism looks like to Sean Hannity and his party
        Philip Bump

        The Fox News host offered a litany of extremist transgressions from Robert F. Kennedy Jr. -- such as having supported affirmative action.

      

      
        FreedomWorks, an organization that mobilized tea party conservatives, dissolves
        Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek

        The group that helped turn the tea party into a political force within the GOP is shuttering. Its president blames the party's ideological realignment toward Trump.

      

      
        Noncitizen voting is rare. Republicans are focusing on it anyway.
        Colby Itkowitz, Patrick Marley, Clara Ence Morse

        GOP leaders at the state and federal level are pushing measures to ban noncitizen voting even though it is already illegal in nearly all cases.

      

      
        As co-rulers of the House, the Democratic majority-in-waiting may have already arrived
        Marianna Sotomayor

        In a House with a single-vote GOP majority, many argue that Democrats are no longer just the majority-in-waiting -- but that they have already arrived. Lawmakers of both parties, including Republicans with a distinct bitterness, say that Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries doesn't just sit atop his party but also the entire House.

      

      
        Barron Trump makes political debut as Florida delegate for GOP convention
        Annabelle Timsit, Andrew Jeong

        Donald Trump's son Barron, 18 and about to graduate high school, was named as a delegate at large for the GOP national convention in Milwaukee.

      

      
        Green Party alleges it's the target of mischief in Arizona Senate race
        Liz Goodwin

        Democrats and Republicans appear to be meddling in Arizona's third-party primary in order to boost their candidates' chances in a hotly contested Senate race this November.

      

      
        House Speaker Mike Johnson survives vote to oust him from leadership
        Marianna Sotomayor, Mariana Alfaro

        Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) officially filed her motion Monday to oust Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) as leader of the House, starting a two-day clock for lawmakers to decide his fate.

      

      
        Top Republicans, led by Trump, refuse to commit to accept 2024 election results
        Patrick Svitek

        One possible vice-presidential candidate, Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.), repeatedly declined to say whether he will accept the outcome.

      

      
        RFK Jr. says he had parasitic brain worm and undisclosed memory loss
        Meryl Kornfield

        Kennedy's campaign spokeswoman said he contracted a parasite years ago while traveling "extensively in Africa, South America and Asia in his work as an environmental advocate."

      

      
        Biden says he will cut off offensive weapons if Israel invades Rafah
        Yasmeen Abutaleb

        It's the first time Biden has threatened to withhold U.S. military aid and the most direct warning he has issued to Israel in the Gaza war

      

      
        Greene booed as Republicans turn on her over bid to oust Speaker Johnson
        Paul Kane, Maegan Vazquez, Marianna Sotomayor, Mariana Alfaro, Theodoric Meyer

        The Georgia lawmaker's bid to remove the speaker angers GOP colleagues who have expressed a growing distaste for her antics during her three years in Congress.

      

      
        Judge keeps tying Trump to possible intimidation
        Aaron Blake

        Juan Merchan has cited at least three instances of Trump's potentially intimidating a witness or jurors. But experts say it's hard to police.

      

      
        Pete McCloskey, GOP congressman who called for Nixon's resignation, dies at 96
        David Stout

        A decorated Marine, he led dissent against the Vietnam War and called for President Richard M. Nixon's impeachment over his conduct of the war.

      

      
        Biden back in the battleground state of Wisconsin
        Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        The 2020-was-stolen crew is here to stoke fears of noncitizen voters
        Philip Bump

        House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) led a news conference featuring key Trump allies in which he tried to amplify baseless warnings about non-citizen voters.
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Live updates: Stormy Daniels finishes testifying in Trump's hush money trial
Stormy Daniels returned to the stand Thursday to wrap up her testimony in Donald Trump's trial on allegations of business fraud related to a payment of hush money. 
By Shayna Jacobs, Perry Stein, From pool report, Devlin Barrett, Marianne LeVine, Amber Phillips, Washington Post staff, Mark Lieberman, Aaron Blake, Niha Masih, Leo Sands | 2024-05-09
Stormy Daniels concluded her testimony Thursday in Donald Trump's hush money trial. The adult-film actress, whose account of a decades-old sexual encounter with Trump helped eventually lead to this criminal case, sparred with the former president's attorneys during questioning Thursday morning. Prosecutors then questioned her in a calmer, less-combative way before she finished testifying early Thursday afternoon.
Daniels first took the witness stand Tuesday, delivering detailed and sometimes disturbing testimony about a sexual encounter she said she had with Trump in 2006. Trump, who denies they had sex, reacted so angrily to her testimony Tuesday that the judge was alarmed and asked his attorneys to make sure this behavior stopped.
The trial was not in session Wednesday.
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For Marjorie Taylor Greene, getting booed by the House is no disincentive
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene's desired outcomes aren't the same as a traditional politician's.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-09

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) speaks to the media on Capitol Hill in Washington on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Imagine if you could go back in time to early 2020 and tell Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) -- then an unknown Donald Trump supporter who posted controversial commentary online -- that four years later she would be standing inside the Capitol as both Democratic and Republican elected officials booed her.
It seems fair to assume that her reaction would not be disappointment.
On Wednesday, that was the reception Greene received as she moved forward with an ultimately and predictably doomed attempt to have Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) removed from his position. It was doomed for a few reasons, including that the Republican caucus was not eager to repeat the upheaval that followed the successful ouster of Kevin McCarthy from that position last fall and that the Democratic caucus -- which declined to save McCarthy -- didn't either. But Greene tried anyway. Boooo, her colleagues responded.
It was certainly not the first time Greene had been rebuked by the House. Back in early 2021, soon after she'd been sworn in for the first time, the Democratic majority stripped her of her committee assignments as punishment for social media activity in which Greene seemed to endorse violence against Democrats. Greene's response? Indifference.
"Now, I have a lot of free time on my hands," she said in response to being released from committee work, "which means I can talk to a whole lot more people all over this country, and I can talk to more people and make connections and build a huge amount of support."
There's certainly a "don't put in the newspaper that I'm mad" element of this. But this was actually fairly predictive: Greene did spend her first two years in the House building a significant base of support. When Republicans retook the House in the 2022 midterms, she was a valuable addition to McCarthy's bid for speaker -- both because of her support within the Republican base and because of her leadership within the party's fringe-right caucus.
What Greene recognizes, if only intuitively, is that it's easier to generate and leverage power by stoking right-wing Americans than to try to effect policy. In the 2022 cycle, she was among the 10 House members who raised the most for their campaigns -- despite having managed to get zero bills through the House. But she was a regular in the fringe-right media world and built a small but solid audience.
It has long been the case that members of the House need only to appeal to a relatively small constituency -- their actual constituents -- to ensure reelection. Greene and others have managed to use social media and targeted media appearances to carve out constituencies within the national electorate. Relatively small constituencies, but fervent ones. That gives them power. And railing against the institution of which she is a member is a way to reinforce that support. Boo away.
Over the course of her career, polling from YouGov conducted for the Economist shows that Greene has never had a majority of her own party view her favorably. But that's in part because Republicans are consistently less likely to know enough about her to have an opinion. Among those who do, her favorability hovers around 60 percent.
Americans overall and Democrats are more likely to have an opinion about her. The reason is obvious: She's a lightning rod.




If you look at how often Greene is mentioned on cable news networks, you see how this works. Since January 2021, CNN has mentioned her in at least 5,500 15-second segments. MSNBC has mentioned her in more than 8,000. Fox News, meanwhile, has mentioned her in just over 1,000.
She's less newsworthy to a right-wing audience than a more liberal one.




This probably helps her in the moment. Greene's effort to boot Johnson earned her a handful of mentions on Fox News in the past 24 hours. CNN and MSNBC mentioned her and her role in the effort 10 times more often.




It's certainly not the case that Greene has no legislative ambitions. She isn't solely in Washington to tear the place down. Pushing against her caucus's leadership as she did this week will not make it easier for her to generate support for things she wants to accomplish. (Nor will the fact that one of her two successful legislative efforts to date was the quickly ignored impeachment of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas.) (The other was naming a post office.) But to the extent that what she wants to accomplish is obstructive, all she needs is a clutch of allies in the narrowly divided chamber to achieve that goal.
And down the road, who knows? Donald Trump's vice-presidential pick? A Cabinet post in a Trump administration? Or a lucrative career along the Stephen K. Bannon track?
The sky's the limit. Boos from Republican representatives are not.
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What Trump promised oil CEOs as he asked them to steer $1 billion to his campaign
Donald Trump has pledged to scrap President Biden's policies on electric vehicles and wind energy, and other initiatives opposed by the fossil fuel industry. 
By Josh Dawsey, Maxine Joselow | 2024-05-09

Former president Donald Trump shakes hands with North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum (R), who is leading the Trump campaign's development of its energy policy, at a rally in Laconia, N.H., on Jan. 22. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


As Donald Trump sat with some of the country's top oil executives at his Mar-a-Lago Club last month, one executive complained about how they continued to face burdensome environmental regulations despite spending $400 million to lobby the Biden administration in the last year.
Trump's response stunned several of the executives in the room overlooking the ocean: You all are wealthy enough, he said, that you should raise $1 billion to return me to the White House. At the dinner, he vowed to immediately reverse dozens of President Biden's environmental rules and policies and stop new ones from being enacted, according to people with knowledge of the meeting, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe a private conversation.
Giving $1 billion would be a "deal," Trump said, because of the taxation and regulation they would avoid thanks to him, according to the people.
Trump's remarkably blunt and transactional pitch reveals how the former president is targeting the oil industry to finance his reelection bid. At the same time, he has turned to the industry to help shape his environmental agenda for a second term, including the rollbacks of some of Biden's signature achievements on clean energy and electric vehicles.
The contrast between the two candidates on climate policy could not be more stark. Biden has called global warming an "existential threat," and over the last three years, his administration has finalized 100 new environmental regulations aimed at cutting air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, restricting toxic chemicals, and conserving public lands and waters. In comparison, Trump has called climate change a "hoax," and his administration weakened or wiped out more than 125 environmental rules and policies over four years.
In recent months, the Biden administration has raced to overturn Trump's environmental actions and issue new ones before the November election. So far, Biden officials have overturned 27 Trump actions affecting the fossil fuel industry and completed 23 new actions affecting the sector, according to a Washington Post analysis. The Interior Department, for instance, recently blocked future oil drilling across 13 million acres of the Alaskan Arctic.
Despite the oil industry's complaints about Biden's policies, the United States is now producing more oil than any country ever has, pumping nearly 13 million barrels per day on average last year. ExxonMobil and Chevron, the largest U.S. energy companies, reported their biggest annual profits in a decade last year.
Yet oil giants will see an even greater windfall -- helped by new offshore drilling, speedier permits and other relaxed regulations -- in a second Trump administration, the former president told the executives over the dinner of chopped steak at Mar-a-Lago.
Trump vowed at the dinner to immediately end the Biden administration's freeze on permits for new liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports -- a top priority for the executives, according to three people present. "You'll get it on the first day," Trump said, according to the recollection of an attendee.
The roughly two dozen executives invited included Mike Sabel, the CEO and founder of Venture Global, and Jack Fusco, the CEO of Cheniere Energy, whose proposed projects would directly benefit from lifting the pause on new LNG exports. Other attendees came from companies including Chevron, Continental Resources, Exxon and Occidental Petroleum, according to an attendance list obtained by The Post.

Oil well pump jacks operated by Chevron in San Ardo, Calif. (David Paul Morris/Bloomberg News) 


Trump told the executives that he would start auctioning off more leases for oil drilling in the Gulf of Mexico, a priority that several of the executives raised. He railed against wind power, as The Post previously reported. And he said he would reverse the restrictions on drilling in the Alaskan Arctic.
"You've been waiting on a permit for five years; you'll get it on Day 1," Trump told the executives, according to the recollection of the attendee.
At the dinner, Trump also promised that he would scrap Biden's "mandate" on electric vehicles -- mischaracterizing ambitious rules that the Environmental Protection Agency recently finalized, according to people who attended. The rules require automakers to reduce emissions from car tailpipes, but they don't mandate a particular technology such as EVs. Trump called them "ridiculous" in the meeting with donors.
The fossil fuel industry has aggressively lobbied against the EPA's tailpipe rules, which could eat into demand for its petroleum products. The American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers, an industry trade group, has launched a seven-figure campaign against what it calls a de facto "gas car ban." The campaign includes ads in battleground states warning that the rule will restrict consumer choice.
"Clearly, if you are producing gasoline and diesel, you want to make sure that there's enough market there," said Stephen Brown, an energy consultant and a former lobbyist for Tesoro, an oil refining company. "I don't know that the oil industry would walk in united with a set of asks for the Trump administration, but I think it's important for this issue to get raised."
Although the repeal of the EPA rule would benefit the fossil fuel industry, it would probably anger the auto industry, which has invested billions of dollars in the transition away from gasoline-powered cars. Many automakers are under increasing pressure to sell more EVs in Europe, which has tightened its own tailpipe emissions rules, and they are eager to avoid a patchwork of regulations around the globe.
"Automakers need some degree of regulatory certainty from government," said John Bozzella, president and CEO of the Alliance for Automotive Innovation, which represents Ford, General Motors, Stellantis, Toyota and other car companies.
"What has emerged instead is a wholesale repeal... and then reinstatement... and then repeal again of regulations every four or eight years," Bozzella said in an email.
Biden's EV policies have also sparked opposition in rural, Republican-led states such as North Dakota, where there are far more oil pump jacks than charging stations. A key figure leading the Trump campaign's development of its energy policy is North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum (R), who has been talking extensively to oil donors and CEOs.
At a fundraiser on Saturday in Palm Beach, Fla., Burgum told donors that Trump would halt Biden's "attack" on fossil fuels, according to a recording of his remarks obtained by The Post.
"What would be the No. 1 thing that President Trump could do on Day 1? It's stop the hostile attack against all American energy, and I mean all," Burgum said. "Whether it's baseload electricity, whether it's oil, whether it's gas, whether it's ethanol, there is an attack on liquid fuels."
Burgum also criticized the Biden administration's policies on gas stoves and vehicles with internal combustion engines, claiming that they would prevent consumers from buying both technologies. While the Energy Department recently set new efficiency standards for gas stoves, they would not affect the stoves in people's kitchens or those currently on the market.
"They've got some liberal idea about what products we need," Burgum said. "You all need EV cars. You don't need internal combustion. We'll decide what kind of car you're going to drive, and we're going to regulate the other ones out of business. I mean, it's just in every industry, not just in cars, not just in energy. They're telling people what stoves you can buy. This is not America."

Cheniere Energy President and CEO Jack Fusco speaks during the CERAWeek energy conference in Houston on March 18. (Mark Felix/AFP/Getty Images)


The Biden campaign initially declined to comment for this article. After this piece was published, however, Biden campaign spokesman Ammar Moussa said in a statement that "Donald Trump is selling out working families to Big Oil for campaign checks. It's that simple."
"It doesn't matter to Trump that oil and gas companies charge working families and middle-class Americans whatever they want while raking in record profits -- if Donald can cash a check, he'll do what they say," Moussa added.
Burgum -- a possible contender to lead the Energy Department in a second Trump term -- has pushed harder to address climate change than many other Republicans. He set a goal in 2021 for North Dakota -- the third-largest oil-producing state -- to become carbon-neutral by 2030. He has stressed, however, that the goal won't be achieved via government mandates or the elimination of fossil fuels, and he has cultivated deep support among oil donors.
Despite Trump's huge fundraising ask, oil donors and their allies have yet to donate hundreds of millions to his campaign. They have contributed more than $6.4 million to Trump's joint fundraising committee in the first three months of this year, according to an analysis by the advocacy group Climate Power. Oil billionaire Harold Hamm and others are scheduling a fundraiser for Trump later this year, advisers said, where they expect large checks to flow to his bid to return to office.
One person involved in the industry said many oil executives wanted Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis or another Republican to challenge Biden. But now that Trump is the nominee, this person said, they are going to embrace his policies and give.
Dan Eberhart, chief executive of the oil-field services company Canary and a Trump donor, said the Republican onslaught of donations was not surprising.
"Biden constantly throws a wet blanket to the oil and gas industry," Eberhart said. "Trump's 'drill baby drill' philosophy aligns much better with the oil patch than Biden's green-energy approach. It's a no-brainer."
Alex Witt, a senior adviser for oil and gas with Climate Power, said Trump's promise is he will do whatever the oil industry wants if they support him. With Trump, Witt said, "everything has a price."
"They got a great return on their investment during Trump's first term, and Trump is making it crystal clear that they're in for an even bigger payout if he's reelected," she said.
John Muyskens contributed to this report.
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Election 2024 latest news: Biden heading west on fundraising swing; Trump back in court
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Maegan Vazquez, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin, Aaron Blake, Philip Bump, Fenit Nirappil, Amber Phillips, Colby Itkowitz, Patrick Marley, Clara Ence Morse, Josh Dawsey, Maxine Joselow, Annabelle Timsit, Andrew Jeong, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Meryl Kornfield | 2024-05-09
President Biden plans to head west later Thursday for a fundraising swing that will include events in the San Francisco area and Seattle in the coming days. Former president Donald Trump is back in court in New York for his trial related to a hush money payment ahead of the 2016 election. Adult-film actress Stormy Daniels is expected to return to the witness stand.
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VA improperly approved nearly $11 million in bonuses for execs, watchdog finds
Some executives have yet to repay the bonuses, which exceeded $100,000 in some cases, despite an order from the VA secretary.
By Lisa Rein | 2024-05-09

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Denis McDonough was not notified that VA leaders planned to give big bonuses to more than 180 senior executives in Washington until they were awarded. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Veterans Affairs leaders improperly handed out almost $11 million in bonuses to more than 180 senior executives last year, with several taking home more than $100,000, a new investigation has found.
The bonuses came from funds that Congress earmarked to recruit and keep staff needed to process billions of dollars in new veterans benefits -- not to reward top officials in Washington.
When Secretary Denis McDonough learned of the payments in September, he ordered all of the executives to repay VA. But the bonuses still are being recouped eight months later because many who received the money had already spent the checks, and some are challenging the order, according to a 92-page report by Inspector General Michael Missal's office, obtained by The Washington Post ahead of its public release on Thursday.
The episode exposes a litany of blunders and missing safeguards within VA as its top leaders disregarded rules to hand payouts to all career senior leaders in the D.C. headquarters of the health and benefits systems -- then failed to keep McDonough and others informed about the plan, Missal's office found.
"The missteps ... clearly had the potential to damage the confidence placed in VA by veterans, employees, taxpayers, and members of Congress," the report said.
In his response to a draft of the report, McDonough concurred with numerous recommendations, including the need for better assessments of future bonuses, a new review of previous awards and more oversight from VA's legal office. McDonough also pledged to decide whether the leaders who approved the improper payments should face discipline.
"VA intends to learn from [the] findings to execute on these important authorities to better effect for Veterans, and consistent with congressional intent, VA policy, and best management practices," the secretary wrote.
The vast majority of the payouts investigated by the inspector general went to senior executives inside the massive veterans health system, led by Shereef Elnahal, undersecretary for health. Elnahal signed off on 148 bonuses to headquarters executives averaging $61,666 -- but repeatedly did not notify McDonough, investigators found.
The report also concludes that Joshua Jacobs, Elnahal's counterpart leading another arm of VA, the Veterans Benefits Administration, approved 34 bonuses at an average of $50,000. He told McDonough that he was awarding bonuses to some headquarters executives but did not make clear that all of them would receive the money, investigators found.
The highest bonus was $106,473, and seven executives took home over $100,000.
Neither Biden administration appointee, both of whom were confirmed by the Senate last year, conducted an analysis of whether bonuses were justified for any of the 182 senior leaders in Washington who received them, and provided no data to document that any of the executives were at risk of quitting and should be paid extra to keep them at VA, the report found -- a process that ran contrary to VA policy and lawmakers' intent for the funds.
Multiple offices -- from human resources to the legal department -- that should have flagged the bonuses did not, causing what investigators described as a "breakdown in leadership and controls and missed opportunities at multiple levels." The report also cites "insufficient transparency" by top health system officials, "excessive deference" by personnel officials who showed an "apparent reluctance to question whether the awards were proper even when their subordinate staff raised concerns" and "missed opportunities" by VA's legal office.
Before the bonuses were approved over two pay periods  in August and September, "there had been various opportunities in the preceding months for review and discussion" among the secretary and his top staff, the report found, "as well as multiple layers of review from senior officials" outside the health and benefits systems.
When he canceled the headquarters bonuses in September, McDonough told members of Congress that his agency had made a "policy error" and "was overly broad in the way [it] implemented and executed this authority."
Bipartisan leaders of the House and Senate committees that oversee  VA told McDonough soon after that disclosure that the bonuses went against their plans. The use of "incentives ... to boost pay of senior executives at VA rather than bolster staffing for critical shortage positions requiring highly skilled individuals" was "contrary to congressional intent," the lawmakers wrote.
McDonough asked the inspector general to investigate in September, and Missal launched a probe of how the bonuses were awarded. His office, however, did not look at similar bonuses awarded last year to 187 senior executives working outside of D.C. in hospitals and regional health and benefits offices. McDonough did not move to cancel those awards, which came to an average of $50,000 and added another $10 million expense; the inspector general found they were outside the scope of this investigation. McDonough did not comment in the report about why he left these bonuses in place.
The bonuses were all awarded thanks to an unusual incentive program Congress included last year in the Pact Act, which provides billions of dollars for veterans exposed to toxic burn pits and other health hazards. Anticipating an increase in veterans enrolling in VA's health-care system and a surge in disability claims, lawmakers wanted to help the agency recruit new hires and retain employees with "high-demand skills" -- including in human resources, information technology, housekeeping or medical care -- or in occupations facing labor shortages "and whose employment serves a critical need."
Senior executives were not explicitly excluded by the legislation. But those who work in Washington are relatively removed from implementing the Pact Act and generally responsible for setting policy as opposed to working on the ground.
By  October, VA had extended these incentives to more than 29,000 new hires and those at risk of leaving in various fields totaling approximately $255 million. About 92 percent of this money went to employees in 35 occupations essential to the day-to-day operation of VA facilities, according to the report.

Shereef Elnahal, VA undersecretary for health, signed off on bonuses for 148 senior executives of $60,000 on average, but did not inform Secretary Denis McDonough or make a case that the money was for retention purposes, investigators found. (Julio Cortez/AP)


In March 2023, Elnahal announced at a conference that senior executives stationed outside of Washington would receive bonuses of 25 percent of their annual base pay under the program. He and his team then decided to extend the awards to executives working in the D.C. headquarters. In contrast, standard bonuses for the highest-performing senior executives at VA do not exceed  10 to 12 percent of base pay. Jacobs then concluded that his senior leaders should get them too, the report says.
Some other top officials reached an opposite conclusion, though. Leaders of the National Cemetery Administration declined to pursue any bonuses "because they did not believe they had a justifiable reason to do so," the report found.
Elnahal told investigators that when he later signed off on awards for headquarters staff, he was not aware that the health system had so many senior executives. "I had no idea that we had upwards of 150 of them," he said, according to the report. "I think if I had known that, my management instinct would be to get the same level of justifications together and the costs [as for the field executives]."
In the report, investigators disputed his recollection, citing an emailed spreadsheet Elnahal received that listed each leader who was due to receive a bonus. Elnahal explained in a follow-up interview that he was traveling and viewed the email on his phone, but had not opened each tab of the spreadsheet to see the full list.
Elnahal also told them that shortly before the bonuses were scheduled to go out, he was out of the office and asked his staff to confirm "that the Secretary was aware and that they had been cleared to proceed." Elnahal said that due to miscommunication, he mistakenly believed the secretary was aware of the bonuses.
The justification for the headquarters awards was thin, the report found, with no details about the executives' skill sets and whether they were in high demand. The approach focused instead on the outcome VA leaders wanted, a generous pay bump, "and then compiled generic justifications for the additional pay that cited the importance of these executives in leading their administrations or offices."
Since the executives already had been hired by VA, retention, not recruitment, appeared to be the goal. But Jacobs told investigators that senior executives on the benefits staff had a turnover rate of just 2.4 percent and that "retention numbers are better than the six-year average" even though workloads had been increasing.
"There did not appear to be a valid retention concern supporting these incentives," the report found. It further noted that as a result, "the blanket award of [bonuses] to all ... central office executives at the highest allowable percentage without sufficient justification was inconsistent with both the PACT Act and VA policy."
McDonough told investigators that he was mindful of the cost of incentives and had tried to slow the process for several months by seeking answers. He said he was told that a only small number of Washington executives would receive bonuses. But he and his acting deputy were caught off guard when the agency's chief financial officer notified them in mid-September that a total of 367 senior leaders -- a figure that includes the group outside of D.C. headquarters as well -- had already been paid $19.7 million, with another 21 in the queue, the report said.
All but a handful of the headquarters bonuses had gone through without the secretary's knowledge, the report found. The bonuses were unnerving to a number of officials who learned about them at the time.
"I can't even give a GS employee a special contribution award for $250 without writing an entire page about how great they are and forms and process," a senior human resources executive told investigators. "And this, with a stroke of a pen and three sentences, they're saying these folks are critical because they're critical, giving all these people this huge amount of money."
Similarly, Deputy Counsel for Legal Operations Brent Pope said that when he reviewed the health system's justification after the awards were questioned by the secretary, it was thin. "I honestly couldn't believe it. I said, 'Is that all that was there?'" Pope told investigators that he was incredulous that senior executives in the health system "were all given 25 percent and the justification was ... two sentences."
Yet the awards went through VA's massive bureaucracy -- noticed but not stopped.
VA is now in the midst of a legal review of the effort to recoup the bonuses. McDonough told the inspector general's office that he will ask VA's Office of Accountability and Whistleblower Protection to determine, based on Thursday's report, whether any disciplinary action is warranted against the leaders involved in the bonuses.
Among the inspector general's recommendations is that McDonough also thoroughly investigate whether the bonuses to staff outside D.C. were also properly awarded.
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Mike Johnson's telling comment on GOP's (lack of) voter-fraud evidence 
Republicans have increasingly acknowledged that their claims are all about the vibes.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-05-09

Former Trump adviser Stephen Miller speaks Wednesday at a news conference at the Capitol on alleged noncitizen voting as House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) listens. (Jim Lo Scalzo/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


It was a telling comment. At a Wednesday news conference, as House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) promoted an effort to prevent undocumented immigrants from voting, he was asked if he had an estimate for how big the problem was.
He did not.
"We all know intuitively that a lot of illegals are voting in federal elections, but it's not been something that is easily provable," Johnson said. "We don't have that number."
We can say this about the comment: It's at least somewhat transparent. It also undercuts the leader of the Republican Party, former president Donald Trump, who has ridiculously pegged the number of illegal votes by undocumented immigrants in the 2016 election at 3 million to 5 million (just enough, as it happens, to explain away his 2.9 million-vote loss in the popular vote). After the 2020 election, Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani also ridiculously pegged the number of such illegal  votes in Arizona alone at between 40,000 and 250,000 -- as many as 1 out of every 14 votes cast.
There is precisely no evidence that this is a problem on any significant scale. The idea that large numbers of people who are in this country illegally would take the risk of being detected to cast a single vote in a presidential election is nonsensical on its face.
Johnson, at the very least, is implicitly acknowledging that Trump's and Giuliani's numbers are pulled out of thin air. It's part of a broader and long-standing effort in the GOP to water down Trump's false voter-fraud claims and repackage them.
But, given that -- and given the continued GOP focus on this issue -- it's worth noting how much Republicans have found or come to admit that actual evidence of widespread voter fraud simply isn't there:
What some might not have recognized is that, even as this acknowledgment has taken hold in official GOP circles, it has also apparently set in with much of the GOP base.
Shortly after the attack on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, a CNN poll showed that 73 percent of 2020 election deniers said there was "solid evidence" that Joe Biden's win was illegitimate; that number had dropped to 51 percent as of July 2023.
While election denial remains pervasive on the right -- more than 6 in 10 voters in Republican primaries this year have said Biden's win wasn't legitimate -- only about 1 in 5 Americans overall say that and that there's solid evidence of it, according to both CNN and Washington Post-ABC News polling. Fewer than 40 percent of Republican-leaning voters overall say this.
Despite the lack of evidence and the abject failure of Trump's post-2020 voter-fraud lawsuits, some lawmakers apparently feel compelled to construct a boogeyman to toe Trump's line on combating voter fraud -- even as they freely acknowledge they can't say what the boogeyman is made of.
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What extremism looks like to Sean Hannity and his party
The Fox News host offered a litany of extremist transgressions from Robert F. Kennedy Jr. -- such as having supported affirmative action.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-09

Fox News host Sean Hannity, seen in 2022, did a segment on his show Wednesday evening about Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


More than 51 million people voted for Democrat Al Gore in the 2000 election. And that they did so reveals something important about them.
They are all extremists.
This, at least, appears to be the assessment of Fox News host Sean Hannity, who, on Wednesday evening, presented a lengthy list of actions undertaken by independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. that, according to the on-screen text, "exposed" Kennedy's "extremism."
Hannity does this sort of thing often. He has been at the game for years and understands that a long, scrolling list of things can convey an impression that isn't supported when considering those things individually. So Hannity riffed on Kennedy's extremist transgressions as the list articulated to attentive viewers that these included "endorsing Al Gore" and "endorsing John Kerry" (supported in 2004 by 59 million extremists).
Most of the list centered on environmental issues, not surprising given Kennedy's previous activism. So if you supported the Paris climate agreement or a "push to clean energy and zero emissions" -- bad news. You're an extremist. Likewise if you support labor unions, donated to Barack Obama or support a $15-an-hour minimum wage.
While the list did include some nonstandard actions (such as Kennedy claiming the 2004 election results were suspect), what was detailed mostly centered not on extreme political positions but relatively common Democratic ones. And that is precisely the point.
In recent decades, the political polarization America has experienced has included a surge in partisan hostility. American National Election Studies (ANES) polling conducted around each presidential election shows that views among partisans of the other party have plunged since 1980. Forty years ago, Republicans and Democrats (and independents that lean toward those parties) rated the other party in the high 40s on a scale from zero (very cold) to 100 (very warm). In 2020, the average for each was in the 20s.




This is partly because Americans are more likely to view both parties negatively, as Pew Research Center polling has determined. But it's also because of an increase in partisans viewing the other party as too extreme.
CNN has for decades sporadically asked Americans whether the two parties are generally mainstream or too extreme. Over time, the responses have shifted from being overwhelmingly "generally mainstream" to evenly divided between the two positions. When they asked two years ago, just under half of all respondents said that either party was "too extreme."




This was an improvement for the Republican Party. Perhaps you noticed that in the ANES data there was a jump in how positively Republicans viewed their own party between 2016 and 2020. There was also an increase in how likely Republicans have been to describe their party as "generally mainstream" over the past decade -- helping to level out overall perceptions of the two parties.




One way of looking at this is that how the party was considered extreme in 2013 became the mainstream approach of the party in the era of Donald Trump. Trump's rise and dominance on the right have reshaped what counts as "extreme" within his party. And that the party has shifted to the right makes it easier for Republicans to see run-of-the-mill Democratic positions as extreme.
In January, CNN asked specifically about the three leading presidential candidates: Were they generally mainstream or too extreme? Overall, Americans were more likely to say President Biden was mainstream by a 23-point margin. They said it of the less-well-known Kennedy by a 40-point margin. But Americans were more likely to describe Trump as too extreme by the same margin that they saw Biden as generally mainstream.




Notice that the Republican view is inverted from Democrats and Americans overall: they see Biden as more extreme than mainstream and Trump as more mainstream than extreme. But -- very much to Hannity's point -- they also see Kennedy as mainstream. In fact, they are more likely to say Kennedy is mainstream than they are to say it of Trump.
Hannity is one of Trump's closest allies in the media and has in the past explicitly endorsed Trump's candidacies. It is impossible to separate that support from this new presentation of Kennedy's record. Hannity is showing this list of "extremist" transgressions specifically to make Kennedy unpalatable to his otherwise Trump-supportive audience.
The best way to do that? To associate Kennedy with mainstream Democratic positions. To align him with a party that, in 2022, 90 percent of Republicans viewed as "too extreme."
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FreedomWorks, an organization that mobilized tea party conservatives, dissolves
The group that helped turn the tea party into a political force within the GOP is shuttering. Its president blames the party's ideological realignment toward Trump. 
By Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek | 2024-05-09

FreedomWorks President Adam Brandon speaks during a news conference with members of the House Freedom Caucus at the Capitol in Washington on July 25, 2023. (Graeme Sloan/Sipa USA via AP)


FreedomWorks, a conservative organization that helped turn the tea party into an influential force within the GOP, is dissolving -- and its outgoing leader blames Republican realignment toward former president Donald Trump's brand of populism.
Adam Brandon, president of FreedomWorks, confirmed that its board of directors voted unanimously Tuesday to dissolve the organization. Wednesday was the final workday for its roughly 25 employees.
The end of FreedomWorks is the latest sign of a broader pivot within the GOP to embrace Trump's "MAGA" conservatism. Politico first reported on the group's dissolution.
In a phone interview with The Washington Post, Brandon said the organization has faced challenges in recent years amid the ideological rise of Trump populism within Republican ranks.
"It's just been hard for us because I'm trying to have this balance between our libertarian principles and what the Republican Party was starting to do," said Brandon, who has been at FreedomWorks since 2005.
That ideological split within the group's membership, he said, was chipping away at its ability to fundraise.
"If you're out of step with [Trump conservatism], how are you going to raise money?" Brandon asked. "We were a mix. We had a lot of ideological libertarian and limited-government donors, and you had a lot of ideological conservative donors. And you try to focus on where things met."
While Trump and FreedomWorks shared some priorities, such as lowering taxes, the former president has also espoused ideas that are broadly at odds with libertarian ideals that were also once core beliefs within the Republican Party: limited government and a free-market economy. He has, for instance, floated the possibility of deploying the military domestically, expanding tariffs and indemnifying law enforcement in a second presidential term.
Brandon said he would field complaints from supporters asking why he was or was not doing more for Trump on the same day. He added that he is "frustrated beyond belief that no one is paying attention" to addressing entitlement reform, reducing the national debt and moving away from divisive culture war issues.
FreedomWorks is not the only libertarian-leaning group grappling with how to navigate Trumpism. After it was recently announced that Trump would headline the Libertarian Party's national convention later this month, national committee members called on the party to rescind the invitation.
FreedomWorks was founded in 1984, growing out of Citizens for Sound Economy. In the early 2000s, it split from the Koch political network, a group of influential conservative organizations with backing from billionaire industrialist Charles Koch and his late brother David Koch.
The group was a national player in the tea party movement, endorsing like-minded candidates and training an army of volunteers. The group's endorsements helped usher in a new set of Republicans in Congress in the early 2010s, including Sens. Mike Lee (Utah) and Marco Rubio (Fla.).
FreedomWorks was involved in several controversies in recent years and struggled with its direction.
In 2020, FreedomWorks promoted a digital ad campaign stoking fears about mail-in voting. In 2021, the group enlisted veteran GOP elections attorney Cleta Mitchell -- who advised Trump during his phone call with Georgia's secretary of state in an effort to overturn the 2020 election -- to run its election integrity initiative.
In 2022, the group defended Florida's Parental Rights in Education Law, dubbed by critics as the "don't say gay" bill. In late 2023, FreedomWorks attempted to rebrand itself toward centrism by moderating its positions on abortion, climate change and culture war issues, in an attempt to bring in independents.
Brandon acknowledged that there were once ideological divisions between pro- and anti-Trump lines among staff, but those divisions were largely resolved when FreedomWorks restructured in early 2023, laying off 40 percent of its staff as a result of a drop in fundraising.
Former congressman Matt Salmon (R-Ariz.) praised FreedomWorks for staying faithful to its limited-government principles amid the Trump era. He said in a phone interview that the organization was not willing to "basically prostitute themselves" like other conservative groups that have cozied up to Trump.
"It's all just kind of following in Trump's footsteps and not driven by any policy or ideas," Salmon said, later adding, "Whenever Trump says jump, they say how high."
Salmon specifically contrasted FreedomWorks with the Club for Growth, a conservative group that has had an up-and-down relationship with Trump but recently reconciled with him. The group's president, David McIntosh, has attended Trump's hush money trial in New York.
Brandon said Wednesday that he believes the GOP is in the midst of a realignment that is narrowing the party's "big tent," but that he is still willing to work with Trump on issues such as tax cuts, criminal justice reform and deregulation if he is reelected.
The end of FreedomWorks is the latest sign that the brand of American conservatism that grew out of the tea party movement -- when activists who emerged in the aughts attained political power within the party and got elected to office in the 2010s -- is now waning in influence.
And changes within the House Freedom Caucus are emblematic of the party's broader evolution in recent years. Founded nearly a decade ago among the most conservative group of members of Congress -- including tea party conservatives -- the caucus is now broadly seen as less bound to policy principles and more bound to its loyalty to Trump.
"Neither party is talking about balancing the budget or talking about fiscal restraint at all anymore," Salmon, a founding member of the House Freedom Caucus who left Congress in 2016, told The Post. "Whatever Trump says, that's what they want to focus on, whether it's building the wall or the election was stolen. So many of the voters out there, they're feeling the pinch [from inflation], and you can't just keep blaming Biden for it."
Brandon says he's now exploring options for new ways to appeal to millennial independent voters.
"There's a realignment happening in American politics. ... I look at this as a gold rush," Brandon told The Post. "Whoever gets in front of the independents first is going to totally change, break the stalemate in Washington. And when I see that our values set matches up with so many of these voters ... the problem is our brand would not let us go and talk to those voters."
Meryl Kornfield contributed to this report.
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Noncitizen voting is rare. Republicans are focusing on it anyway.
GOP leaders at the state and federal level are pushing measures to ban noncitizen voting even though it is already illegal in nearly all cases.
By Colby Itkowitz, Patrick Marley, Clara Ence Morse | 2024-05-09

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) departs after a news conference on the House steps to introduce legislation that would require proof of U.S. citizenship to register to vote in federal elections. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


House Speaker Mike Johnson warned at the Capitol this week that non-U.S. citizens voting in the November elections is a "clear and present danger," proposing federal legislation to stop it. Tennessee's GOP governor recently signed legislation requiring the state to scrutinize its voter rolls for noncitizens. And in four other states, Republicans have helped put measures on the ballot this fall to make sure the only people who vote in elections are American citizens.
But experts say the Republican spotlight on the issue glosses over two crucial facts: Noncitizen voting is exceedingly rare, and it is already banned in almost all places, including the ones with ballot measures in November.
That hasn't stopped Republicans from making the issue a frequent talking point. The unfounded threat brings together two issues Republicans believe will drive turnout with their base: illegal immigration and election fraud claims.
Critics warn that attempts to crack down on noncitizen voting could suppress the votes of Latino voters who fear being wrongly accused of illegally casting ballots. They say they could also lead to database mismatches that push legitimate voters off the rolls.
A news conference on Capitol Hill led by Johnson (R-La.) on Wednesday was the most visible element of a multifaceted GOP strategy to center concerns about noncitizen voting in the 2024 campaign. Among the states asking voters to add language to their constitutions explicitly banning noncitizens from voting is Wisconsin, a key swing state. Republicans in another battleground, North Carolina, are pressing to do the same.
The presumptive GOP presidential nominee, former president Donald Trump, has led the push. He has long argued, without evidence, that Democrats allow undocumented immigrants to cast ballots, insisting that the practice hurt his margin of victory in 2016 and helped cost him the White House in 2020.
Democrats, Trump wrote on Truth Social in December, were "scrambling" to register illegal immigrants so they would "be ready to VOTE IN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OF 2024."
Since January, noncitizen voting has shown up thousands of times in social media posts, podcasts and other public statements from high-profile right-wing politicians, commentators and influencers, according to a Washington Post analysis. Republican lawmakers in Congress have mentioned it hundreds of times in the same time period, according to a review of their social media posts and podcasts.
Elon Musk, who has increasingly aligned himself with the right since buying Twitter and rebranding it as X, has posted about noncitizen voting at least 20 times this year to his 182 million followers. "Their preferred term for an illegal immigrant is FDV (Future Dem Voter)," he wrote in March.
Whit Ayres, a longtime Republican pollster, said that while there is no evidence of widespread voter fraud that would influence the results of an election, Trump has convinced millions of Americans to believe otherwise. If additional bans on noncitizen voting "gives some voters greater confidence in the integrity of our elections, then it's a good thing," Ayres said.

Voting stickers rest on a seat aboard a voting bus outside Caesar Chavez Community Center on March 22, 2023, in Racine, Wis. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


But Democrats and voting rights advocates say the effort is an insincere scheme to gin up GOP turnout. They also warn that the focus lays the groundwork to sow doubt in the election results and could have a chilling effect on legal voting among immigrants, especially Latino voters.
"I don't think it's a coincidence that it's getting louder at the moment when Trump is back on the campaign trail," said Sean Morales-Doyle, director of the Brennan Center for Justice's voting rights program. "It combines his election denial rhetoric with his xenophobic, anti-immigrant rhetoric in a way that is definitely pandering to a particular set, to a certain group of supporters."
"It's troubling and it's obviously false," Morales-Doyle said.
After the 2016 election, the Brennan Center reviewed 23.5 million votes cast and found about 30 instances of voting by possible noncitizens. That amounts to one vote out of every 770,000 cast.
An official audit in 2022 of Georgia's voter rolls found about 1,600 noncitizens attempted to register to vote in that state over 25 years, with most of the attempts occurring in the previous six years. None of them were successful, according to the audit.
The latest push to focus on noncitizen voting is being driven in part by several Trump associates who were involved in his efforts to undermine the results of the 2020 presidential election.
The America First Policy Institute, a pro-Trump think tank focused on policy priorities for his possible second term, sent letters to top election officials in nine states that have large undocumented immigrant populations, urging them to ensure noncitizens aren't able to vote. The group's leaders include Pam Bondi, a former Florida attorney general who challenged Pennsylvania's vote counting in the days after the 2020 election.
Cleta Mitchell, a lawyer who worked to overturn Trump's 2020 loss, has also been involved. She now runs the Election Integrity Network, which has pushed to limit voting on college campuses and recruit poll watchers.
At Wednesday's news conference, Johnson stood in front of the U.S. Capitol flanked by Mitchell, Republican lawmakers and Stephen Miller, a former Trump senior adviser who promoted a plan to send to Washington Trump-supporting slates of electors from states that Biden had won after the 2020 election. Miller said the threat of noncitizens voting invites "grand foreign interference in our elections" to help Democrats.
Republicans who control the House say they will try to to quickly pass the legislation, but it is unlikely to be taken up in the Democrat-controlled Senate. The Capitol Hill event came less than a month after Johnson and Trump gave a joint news conference in Mar-a-Lago. The speaker warned then that an influx of noncitizen voting "could turn an election."
Jim Womack, the president of the North Carolina chapter of Mitchell's group, has led efforts to get the GOP-led state legislature to put a referendum on noncitizen voting on the ballot this fall. He acknowledged it is already illegal for noncitizens to vote but said the amendment would clear up any ambiguity. And while he insisted his group's efforts are not political, he offered that they could be politically motivating for Republican legislators.
"That may be the only way we get it to move if the perception is that it will motivate conservative voters," he said.
North Carolina State Sen. Brad Overcash (R), a sponsor of legislation to get the amendment on the ballot, said he believes it will "overwhelmingly" pass among voters. He said he had grown concerned by municipalities in other states giving noncitizens the right to vote in local elections and wanted to keep that from happening in North Carolina.
"It's just an opportunity to bring clarity, maybe even before that clarity is needed," he said.
Washington, D.C., and a handful of other cities nationwide allow noncitizens to vote in elections for school board or other local offices. Some jurisdictions require the noncitizens to reside in the country legally or have children in local schools to cast ballots. Courts have struck down a New York City law allowing noncitizen voting in a case the city is appealing to the state's highest court.
Since 2020, five states -- Alabama, Colorado, Florida, Louisiana and Ohio -- have amended their state constitutions to ensure noncitizens can't vote in local or state elections. This fall, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kentucky and Idaho will have measures on the ballot to ban voting by noncitizens in their constitutions.
Wisconsin GOP strategist Keith Gilkes said the issue provides a rallying cry for Republican candidates this fall and could help Republicans in a close election. The state went to Trump in 2016 and Biden in 2020 -- by about one percentage point each time.
"Small things can make a difference in success and failure in this state," Gilkes said.
The Wisconsin proposal has alarmed Christine Neumann-Ortiz, the executive director of Voces de la Frontera, an immigrant rights group based in Milwaukee.
"I think this effort is anti-democratic and deceptive, promotes misinformation and is racist," she said.
Noncitizens know they are not allowed to vote under laws that are already on the books, she said, and they don't want to try to vote because they know it would probably ruin their chances of ever becoming a citizen.
By putting the measure on the ballot, Republicans are creating the perception that there is a problem even though there isn't one, Neumann-Ortiz said.
Republicans who control the Wisconsin legislature began the lengthy process of scheduling the ballot measure three years ago as they raised concerns about city governments in large liberal cities in other states allowing noncitizens to vote in local elections. Assembly Majority Leader Tyler August (R) said the measure was needed to ensure courts don't allow the practice in Wisconsin -- even though no jurisdiction has tried to do so.
"Voting is one of the most sacred rights you have as a U.S. citizen and should be reserved for U.S. citizens only," he said. "We've got more and more illegal immigrants in the country than ever before. And I certainly don't believe that those folks should have the opportunity to cast ballots at any level."
August said he expects voters to approve the measure, and once they do he wants the state to scrutinize its voter rolls for any evidence that noncitizens are already registered.
Eleven states since the 2020 election have enacted laws to identify noncitizens who have registered to vote and remove them from the rolls, according to the Voting Rights Lab, a nonprofit group that tracks election-related legislation. Megan Bellamy, vice president for law and policy for the group, said such measures could lead to eligible voters getting kicked off the rolls.
No one maintains a comprehensive database of noncitizens, and people who share the same names as noncitizens could wrongly be flagged as ineligible voters, Bellamy said. In addition, some new citizens may be listed in jury exclusion lists and other databases as noncitizens if the information was gathered before they were naturalized, she said.
"We see these efforts to prevent noncitizens from voting largely as overreactions," Bellamy said.
Ann Jacobs, a Democrat who serves on Wisconsin's bipartisan elections commission, said state lawmakers should be focused on getting more funding to election clerks, beefing up cybersecurity and making it easier to tabulate absentee ballots so results can be made public faster.
The focus on noncitizen voting, she said, amounts to "unnecessary election theater."
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As co-rulers of the House, the Democratic majority-in-waiting may have already arrived
In a House with a single-vote GOP majority, many argue that Democrats are no longer just the majority-in-waiting -- but that they have already arrived. Lawmakers of both parties, including Republicans with a distinct bitterness, say that Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries doesn't just sit atop his party but also the entire House.
By Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-05-09

Some think that House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) is already sharing power in a closely divided House with Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). (J. Scott Applewhite/AFP/Getty Images)


When House Democrats narrowly lost their majority in 2022, they did not expect to be the party that saved a Republican speaker from banishment.
But in the topsy-turvy world of today's House, Democrats on Wednesday evening rode to the rescue of a conservative congressman-turned-speaker and cemented their status as co-rulers of a deeply dysfunctional lower chamber in the process.
In a House with a single-vote GOP majority, many argue that Democrats are no longer just the majority in waiting -- they have already arrived. Lawmakers of both parties, including Republicans with a distinct bitterness, say that Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries doesn't just sit atop his party but also the entire House.
"Even though we're in the minority, we effectively have been governing as if we were in the majority because we continue to provide a majority of the votes necessary to get things done," Jeffries (N.Y.) recently told CBS's "60 Minutes." "Those are just the facts."
Along with his leadership lieutenants -- Minority Whip Katherine Clark (D-Mass.) and Caucus Chair Pete Aguilar (D-Calif.) -- Democrats have helped Republicans by providing the margin of victory on critical votes. They argue they've entered into deals with the majority to ensure the proper functioning of government, and show they're the adults in the room.
"I think today has proven the uniparty is alive and well, and the Democrats now control Speaker Johnson. That was something that everybody's suspected all along. They just voted to save him," Greene said after her failed effort to oust Johnson.
Democrats' latest flex -- 163 of them opposed the move to topple Johnson -- caps a long stream of cooperation with Johnson and many of their Republican colleagues to pass legislation with a more moderate bent than would otherwise be expected from a conservative majority.
Many members were impressed by the trust on display for Jeffries and his lieutenants during a recent caucus meeting in which Democrats discussed saving Johnson. Several Democrats stood up to express their hesitancy in keeping Johnson, who many decried as an election denier for his objections to the 2020 election. But they also understood how Jeffries arrived at the decision to help maintain order in a chaotic House.
"People trust them. They know that they won't always agree with them, but they trust them, each one of them," Rep. Greg Landsman (D-Ohio) said of the Democratic leadership trio. "You saw that with the motion to table. There was dissent, disagreement, but they trusted Hakeem."
Right now, Democrats are leaning in to their unusual clout.
Since last May, they have helped two Republican speakers over 10 times to pass high-stakes legislation that prevented a debt ceiling catastrophe and multiple government shutdowns. They have also channeled $95 billion in aid to foreign allies including Ukraine; helped restructure a government surveillance mechanism; and surmounted floor blockades by hard-line Republicans in the name of maintaining regular order.
"While we are in the minority, we're almost like a minority in name only because we're putting up the majority of the votes," liberal Rep. Sara Jacobs (D-Calif.) said.
In over two dozen interviews with lawmakers and staff across the ideological spectrum, Democrats say they have chosen to work with Republicans because they believe in governing. They contend aiding Republicans in sending bills to President Biden doesn't mean they are suddenly siding with the majority on all issues.
House Democrats' navigation of the last several months provides a glimpse of how they would operate as a majority -- with a new generation of leadership at the helm. While Democrats have appeared largely united, they have faced their own internal debates that were effectively smoothed over by leadership and avoided some feuds becoming personal.
It's not entirely out of the question that Democrats could slip into the majority for periods of time right now.
In fact, it's already happened twice when more Democrats were present and voting than Republicans on days where two-thirds of lawmakers were needed to pass noncontroversial bills. House Democratic leaders have discussed what they would do if such a scenario were to present itself again, denying they would try to exploit their numbers to install Jeffries as speaker. Instead, Democrats would look to sink floor votes on partisan measures or motions to adjourn, according to people familiar with those conversations.
Their strength in numbers played out when the GOP's first effort failed to impeach Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas in February. Without telling Johnson about their internal whip count, Democratic leadership staff wheeled Rep. Al Green (D-Tex.) onto the House floor in hospital scrubs days after he had surgery, making him the decisive vote that momentarily halted the effort to remove Mayorkas. Even Republicans lauded Democrats' ability to ensure their all members were present and voting.
Republicans privately worry they may lose the majority in November, but Democrats are not yet measuring the drapes. They are fully aware of the small battlefield on which the fight for the House will play out, which has contributed to narrow majorities for both parties in recent elections.
Democrats are expected to release a series of bills outlining their agenda ahead of the election in an effort to further contrast themselves with Republicans. Their agenda will largely include legislation Democrats passed through their narrow ranks last time they controlled the House like protecting voting access.
To ensure they can move their agenda if they do recapture control, Democrats have learned what not to do from Republicans. The House Rules Committee -- which approves every bill before it is sent to the floor for a vote -- would not be stacked with hard-liners who have recently begun bucking their party. Democrats would also raise the threshold for ousting a speaker from one member back to what it was under then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.): a simple majority of one party.
When it comes to policymaking, however, some lawmakers worry that Democrats aren't engaged in more concrete conversations now to draft bills addressing some of the most divisive issues, including immigration reform.
Cooperation with the current Republican majority is not without its detractors. Thirty-two Democrats opposed and seven voted "present" on rescuing Johnson's speakership, most from the liberal wing of the party.
Some liberals wish their leadership would recommend opposing GOP bills intended to divide Democrats ahead of the November election, if only to send a message to voters about where the party stands.
"Democrats are always thinking about governing. Maybe sometimes we don't think about messaging enough," said Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.), an ally of leadership who chairs the Congressional Progressive Caucus.
But Democratic leaders have adopted a Pelosi-like approach, allowing swing-district members to vote their conscience on difficult votes. It's a sentiment appreciated by moderate Democrats like Rep. Angie Craig (D-Minn.), who said that leadership knows "that I'm voting my district and they give me the space to do that."
Clark, who many describe as an empathetic whip who understands her colleagues well, explained that leadership understands "unity doesn't mean unanimity" and that Democrats fundamentally want to unite.
"The one thing that I do believe we all have in common is a commitment to governing, to making things work. And we each go about it differently, but ultimately, we want to get things done," Landsman said. "The second is that Hakeem, Katherine, and Pete have built a lot of trust with folks. They have invested in relationships across the board, across the spectrum within the caucus."
Jeffries leads the majority in waiting, and only took the reins of his party a year-and-a-half ago. Before that, he was Democratic caucus chair under Pelosi, who reined with a notorious iron grip for two decades.
He earns plaudits for his style -- collaborative with colleagues and his leadership team. He's also very accessible; a big texter, members remarked on how Jeffries is easily reachable. But embrace from his colleagues wasn't always a given.
There was no guarantee that all 213 Democrats would back Jeffries during the first roll-call vote for leader in January 2023. Lawmakers and leadership aides held their breath and waited as those from the liberal "Squad" were called on to vote. All voted "aye" and have repeatedly done so since.
In his early days chairing the Democratic caucus, Jeffries rankled liberals who felt he wasn't sympathetic to their point of view. In 2019, he got into a public spat with Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's (D-N.Y.) chief of staff, who criticized a moderate Democrat's vote. Jeffries also established a political action committee to defend incumbents, which liberals considered an affront to their efforts to recruit members like them as challengers. Members of the "Squad," many of whom impressively amass small dollar donations, withheld donations to the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee as result.
Fast-forward five years and Democrats were stunned to learn that Ocasio-Cortez donated a whopping $260,000 to the DCCC for the first time last month. In a brief interview, Ocasio-Cortez said her donation was motivated in part to ensure that Democrats regain the majority and have a head start on "setting a strong and assertive agenda" on social policy issues.
"I think a generational shift is naturally going to reflect generational changes," Ocasio-Cortez said. "I think we're still figuring out what that means, but I certainly think that there's a receptiveness and a certain, I think, embrace of the broader coalition that currently makes up the Democratic Party."
Many Democrats considered the contribution as a show of confidence in Jeffries. Those familiar with the minority leader's thinking say the best way to lead an ideologically diverse caucus is to ensure all of its blocs are heard.
Though Jeffries ultimately sets the Democratic agenda, he stresses he's part of a leadership team. Members joke about "the triumvirate" including Clark and Aguilar, but many say it's a welcome change from previous regimes.
"We're stepping into very high stilettos. And none of us can wear those like the speaker emerita," Clark said of Pelosi. "We knew that we had strengths in that we each have deep contacts in our caucus, and we each have strengths that we can help bolster with the other."
Jeffries stays in touch with Democrats' various ideological and other blocs; he and his team often meet with representatives of several groups to understand where disagreements lie.
When Jeffries heard that Congressional Hispanic Caucus members were upset over bipartisan border negotiations in the Senate late last year, for instance, he set up a meeting between frustrated lawmakers, Mayorkas and other administration officials.
No issue has been more contentious for House Democrats than Israel's war with Gaza following its Oct. 7 invasion by Hamas. Initial reactions were tense, particularly in one closed-door caucus meeting where two Jewish lawmakers called Democrats concerned about voting for a GOP resolution over Israel's bombardment of civilians in Gaza "despicable."
Jeffries held several roundtables with members from each side of the argument to better understand their positions and ultimately get them to find common ground. Some members have convened their own meetings to bridge divides, including at the House Democratic retreat earlier this year.
"We have to be able to create safe places to have difficult conversations and hear each other," Rep. Bradley Schneider (D-Ill.) said.
Democratic leadership has reminded members, at times individually, to refrain from making attacks personal. And so far, lawmakers have been able to do so as they remain united against the GOP.
"It's easy to be disciplined and against what Republicans are doing because it's so egregious right now. That's one of the things that's binding us all together. But, you know, it gets hard in the majority," Aguilar said.
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Barron Trump makes political debut as Florida delegate for GOP convention
Donald Trump's son Barron, 18 and about to graduate high school, was named as a delegate at large for the GOP national convention in Milwaukee.  
By Annabelle Timsit, Andrew Jeong | 2024-05-09

Barron Trump with his father, former president Donald Trump. (Giorgio Viera/AFP/Getty Images)


Former president Donald Trump's youngest son, Barron Trump, is making his political debut: The 18-year-old has been named to the slate of Republican Party delegates that will represent Florida at the party's national convention this summer.
Barron Trump, who was only 10 when his father was inaugurated as president in 2017, has largely been shielded from the political limelight. His selection -- along with three of Trump's other children -- reflects the latest expansion of the clan's takeover of the party.
Barron Trump's half brothers Eric Trump and Donald Trump Jr., along with his half sister Tiffany Trump (as Tiffany Boulos), were also nominated, according to a list of 41 delegates at-large released Wednesday by the Republican Party of Florida. Half sister Ivanka Trump was not on the list.
The Florida delegates will join thousands of delegates from every state at the Republican National Convention to nominate their party's candidate for the presidency.
This year, the convention will take place in Milwaukee from July 15 to 18 -- just two months after Barron Trump's high school graduation.
Trump, who declared himself a Florida resident in 2019, won the state in the 2016 and 2020 presidential elections.
Eric Trump, who is executive vice president of the Trump Organization and served as a highly visible surrogate for his father's reelection campaign in 2020, will serve as chair of the Florida delegation, the state GOP said.
Other delegates with connections to the former president include Kimberly Guilfoyle, Donald Trump Jr.'s fiancee; Michael Boulos, Tiffany Trump's husband; former Florida attorney general Pam Bondi; Sergio Gor, a member of Trump's 2020 campaign team; Issac Perlmutter, former Marvel chairman and billionaire Trump supporter; Steve Witkoff, a Florida real estate investor and Trump donor; Sue Snowden, the chair of the Trump's 2016 presidential campaign in Palm Beach County; and Florida state Rep. Randy Fine, the first Republican state lawmaker to announce his defection last year from the presidential campaign of Trump foe and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) to Trump.
"We are fortunate to have a great group of grass-roots leaders, elected officials, and members of the Trump family working together as part of the Florida delegation to the 2024 Republican National Convention," said Evan Power, the chairman of the Florida GOP.
Barron Trump has largely grown up outside the political spotlight -- a tradition for the children of presidents that the White House at the time sought to protect.
Barron Trump was 11 when he and his mother, Melania Trump, moved into the White House. He is set to graduate from Oxbridge Academy, a private high school near his father's Florida estate at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, on May 17. The former president obtained permission from the judge in his hush-money trial in New York to attend the ceremony, after he complained that the trial could make it impossible for him to do so.
The new slate of GOP delegates in Florida is the latest example of the omnipresence of the Trump family in Republican Party politics. The former president's daughter-in-law Lara Trump was installed as co-chair of the Republican National Committee in March.
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Green Party alleges it's the target of mischief in Arizona Senate race
Democrats and Republicans appear to be meddling in Arizona's third-party primary in order to boost their candidates' chances in a hotly contested Senate race this November.
By Liz Goodwin | 2024-05-09

The Arizona Green Party alleges that the candidates running for its primary nomination are trying to wreak havoc on the race. If so, that would likely negatively impact likely Democratic nominee Ruben Gallego. (Cassidy Araiza for The Washington Post)


The Arizona Green Party says it believes that two of the people set to appear on its primary ballot are both candidates planted by the major parties in a bid to sway the results of one of the country's most hotly contested Senate races.
The state's Green Party, a liberal group with just about 3,000 registered voters, suspects that one candidate for its nomination, Arturo Hernandez, is being boosted by Republicans and that the other, Mark Norton, is actually supported by Democrats.
"We have been suspicious of both of these people since the day they filed because we know our Greens," said Arizona Green Party co-chair Cody Hannah. "We're a small group. When somebody random jumps onto the primary ballot and starts collecting signatures, it sets off alarm bells."
Hannah says that neither candidate has been a volunteer, officer or dues-paying member of the Green Party.
The Green Party rejects both candidates on its July 30 primary ballot and is urging its members to write in Green Party of Pima County Chairperson Eduardo Quintana, who did not gather enough signatures in time to officially make the ballot.
Neither Norton nor Hernandez could be reached for comment.
The Arizona Senate race, which is likely to feature Rep. Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.) facing off against Republican Kari Lake, is expected to be close in the competitive swing state after independent Sen. Kyrsten Sinema announced she wouldn't seek reelection. A third-party Green candidate could siphon off enough votes from the Democrat to tip the race, one of several Senate contests that will determine which party wins the majority in 2025.
"A Green Party candidate historically has negatively impacted Democrats," said Barrett Marson, a GOP strategist in Arizona who is not affiliated with any campaigns this cycle. "In a presidential race or a Senate race here in Arizona that will maybe be decided by 10,000 or 12,000 votes, a Green Party Senate candidate can really have an impact on this election."
Requests for comment to the Gallego and Lake campaigns about whether they are involved in or had knowledge of the third-party candidates went unanswered, as did inquiries to both state parties.
The episode is part of a larger panic around third-party candidates in other Senate races and at the presidential level this year. The presidential race set between Joe Biden and Donald Trump may be so close that any third-party candidate could have a disproportionate impact.
In Montana, Republican lawmakers attempted to bar third-party candidates in the Senate race featuring vulnerable Democratic Sen. Jon Tester. And Democrats are gearing up to challenge attempts by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., an independent, to get on the presidential ballot in various states, fearful that his presence could hurt Biden's chances of winning reelection.
In Arizona, allies of both parties are seeking to control the third-party slot on the ballot by each fielding candidates, according to a person familiar with one candidate's strategy who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the cloak-and-dagger tactics candidly.
"There's an opening; why wouldn't we at least throw our hat in there?" the person said.
If Norton, the Democratic-linked candidate, wins his primary, Green Party officials suspect that he would drop out, ensuring that no Green Party votes were siphoned away from Gallego. The GOP-linked candidate, Hernandez, would probably stay in the race if he wins his primary, in the hopes of posing a greater threat to Gallego in November, they believe.
Third-party candidates in the state have dropped out in the past. In 2018, a Green Party candidate stepped down and endorsed Sinema in her Senate race just a few days before the election, boosting her chances in the state.
Firms led by GOP and Democratic attorneys with connections to past presidential candidates have clashed in court over the Green Party ballot in the state. Arizona Republican attorney Kory Langhofer represented Hernandez in a challenge to his candidacy brought by a law firm led by Democratic attorney Marc Elias, according to a court filing. Langhofer was a litigation attorney for Mitt Romney's 2012 presidential campaign, while Elias has represented Hillary Clinton's 2016 presidential campaign and the Democratic National Committee.
Hernandez also lists Chrissie Hastie, a Nevada campaign finance consultant who helped direct an organization supporting the state's Republican Gov. Joe Lombardo, as treasurer.
Then there's the Democrats. In his April quarterly report, Norton listed $37,501 in donations to his campaign, many of those coming from Democratic donors or PACs. The PACs include Save Democracy PAC, End Citizens United and Defend the Vote. The latter two groups list Gallego as one of their endorsed candidates. Save Democracy PAC describes its mission on its website as "investing millions of dollars to elect strong leaders that will protect our right to vote, ensure the security of our elections and reform our broken campaign finance system."
Some of Norton's individual donors include Michael D. Smith, a corporate lobbyist and major donor to the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, and Devin Rhinerson, a lobbyist who once worked for the now-deceased Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.). None of the Democratic groups or donors responded to requests for comment about their support for a Green Party candidate.
Norton in the past told a local news organization that he believed Hernandez was a GOP plant. On his campaign website, Norton describes himself as a CEO who went from supporting Republicans to Democrats before "finding a new home with the Green Party." He "finds it necessary to push for change from outside the major parties" and believes in "social justice," he adds on his site.
Quintana, the Green Party-endorsed candidate, said he fears his chances of winning a write-in campaign are not good and that he is "disappointed" that two candidates he charges are "frauds" qualified for the ballot. Quintana said he was inspired to run for Senate to address the situation in Gaza, which he believes Democrats are not adequately doing.
"We call for the end to what we consider the genocide going on in Gaza," he said.
The national Green Party's stated values include social justice, feminism and "community based economics."
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House Speaker Mike Johnson survives vote to oust him from leadership
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) officially filed her motion Monday to oust Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) as leader of the House, starting a two-day clock for lawmakers to decide his fate.
By Marianna Sotomayor, Mariana Alfaro | 2024-05-09

On May 8 the House of Representatives overwhelmingly voted to kill a move by Republican hard-liners aimed at ousting House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.).


The House overwhelmingly voted to kill a move by Republican hard-liners aimed at removing Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.), saving an unlikely leader of an unruly House six months after GOP lawmakers moved to oust his predecessor.
Only 11 Republicans opposed the move to "table" a measure by Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.), while 196 Republicans embraced keeping Johnson in the speaker's job. Democrats also overwhelmingly voted to save the GOP speaker, 163 in support of keeping him and 32 against. The overall vote was 359-43, with seven Democratic lawmakers voting present.
Most of the 10 Republicans who joined Greene and Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) in their  push to consider ousting Johnson were members of the far-right House Freedom Caucus, while most Democrats who voted in opposition of Johnson's leadership or voted present were liberals.
Johnson expressed appreciation for lawmakers' overwhelming "show of confidence to defeat this misguided effort."
"Hopefully, this is the end of the personality politics and the frivolous character assassination that has defined the 118th Congress," Johnson said. "It's regrettable, it's not who we are as Americans, and we're better than this. We need to get beyond it."
The vast majority of House Republicans sided with Johnson, despite the fact that his right flank is infuriated by his work to pass crucial legislation with Democratic votes. More government-minded Republicans, however, are tired of the constant drama and loss of focus on retaining the GOP majority in November. Johnson points out that it is difficult governing in a House where Republicans have a slender majority and must work with a Democratic-led Senate and White House.
After threatening to do so for months, Greene officially filed her motion Wednesday, prompting boos from fellow Republicans and moves to immediately derail the effort. In response, Greene said, "This is the uniparty for the American people watching."
Johnson continued to mingle with Republicans, shaking hands and cracking smiles after the House overwhelmingly saved him from being ousted. After the vote series ended Wednesday, Johnson briefly met with Greene on the House floor.
A remarkable number of House Republicans joined with Democrats to rescue the speaker, who has been in the job for a little over six months. Johnson earned grudging respect from more traditional Republicans for ensuring that the government didn't run out of funding and sending aid to U.S. allies Israel and Ukraine, but he only did so with Democratic support, infuriating members such as Greene.
Johnson has also been emboldened by the backing of former president Donald Trump, who reiterated his support for the Louisiana Republican over the weekend.
In a message posted on Truth Social right after the vote, Trump lauded Johnson as "a good man who is trying very hard." He argued that with a House "Majority of One," Republicans "have to be fighting the Radical Left Democrats, and all the Damage they have done to our Country" because otherwise their infighting will be portrayed as "CHAOS" and "negatively affect everything."
"We're not in a position of voting on a Motion to Vacate. At some point, we may very well be, but this is not the time," Trump said, while praising Greene as someone with "Spirit" and "Fight."

Speaker Mike Johnson delivers remarks after the House overwhelmingly voted to kill a move by Republican hard-liners aimed at removing him as speaker. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) speak Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Greene said she was "thankful for President Trump's support" even though his statement against the motion to vacate "unfortunately" came after the vote occurred. She was mum when pressed repeatedly on whether she would file such a motion in the future, pointing out that Trump did not rule out supporting it.
"I think it's important for us to pursue our Republican agenda. Our Republican agenda is what our Republican colleagues should be supporting, not the Democrat agenda," Greene said.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) would not say after the vote whether Democrats would come to Johnson's rescue if Greene or another Republican would move to oust him again, but he repeated that the caucus would "continue to solve problems for everyday Americans to put people over politics, as we once again did today."
Johnson has evolved in the speaker's job over his short tenure, and he declared this week that he intended to continue governing House Republicans past the 2024 elections.
"I intend to lead this conference in the future," Johnson said Tuesday. "We have plans for the next Congress, and we've been outlining a lot of that.
The tide in Greene's battle to oust Johnson probably turned when House Democratic leadership announced that they would support defeating Greene's effort. Even though some Democratic lawmakers dissented, Jeffries and his lieutenants argued that Johnson had delivered on Ukraine aid and that Democrats should be focused on looking like the adults in the room capable of governing.
After the House clerk read Greene's motion Wednesday afternoon, House Majority Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.) officially moved to kill it. The chamber overwhelmingly yelled "yea" in almost unanimous agreement, while Greene and Massie were the only two heard saying "nay." The chamber erupted in laughter.
Johnson was on the House floor as Greene moved against him. He stood alongside his chief of staff and mingled with members. Scalise looked serious and contemplative over the gravity of the moment.
Greene's motion comes days after she and Massie met repeatedly with Johnson to outline demands for him to accept, or face a vote against his speakership. Greene and Massie sat together in the chamber, and along with Rep. Paul A. Gosar (R-Ariz.) are the only publicly declared lawmakers who want to eject Johnson.
The pair of hard-liners demanded that Johnson no longer send aid to Ukraine this year; only put bills on the floor that a majority of Republicans agree with; move to defund any Justice Department investigation into Trump; and pass a dozen individual spending bills or institute a 1 percent cut across government agencies.
Johnson denied negotiating with the pair after House Republicans expressed fears that he would be cutting deals in a manner similar to what eventually led to the ouster of Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) last October. Greene and Massie met with Johnson again Tuesday in hopes that the speaker would give them an answer.
Johnson's response never came. Sources familiar with the speaker's thinking said Johnson was not going to publicly announce his position under the circumstances.
His lack of response sparked Greene's decision to introduce her motion under special rules Wednesday afternoon. She was immediately greeted with "boos" from fellow House Republican colleagues.
Greene has become the second Republican over the past year to introduce a motion to topple their party's speaker  under special rules that force the House to take up the measure in 48 hours. But unlike the successful ouster of McCarthy, which was spearheaded by Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.), this time Democrats had pledged to maintain order in the House by keeping Johnson as speaker.
Greene had threatened to move against the speaker since earlier this year. She filed her motion in March after Johnson relied on Democrats to fund the government multiple times since taking the top job more than six months ago. It wasn't until after a majority of Republicans opposed Johnson's plan to send $61 billion in new funds for Ukraine that Greene pledged to act.
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Top Republicans, led by Trump, refuse to commit to accept 2024 election results
One possible vice-presidential candidate, Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.), repeatedly declined to say whether he will accept the outcome.
By Patrick Svitek | 2024-05-09

Former president Donald Trump speaks with Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.) and moderator Laura Ingraham during a Fox News town hall in Greenville, S.C., on Feb. 20. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Top Republicans, led by former president Donald Trump, are refusing to commit to accept November's election results with six months until voters head to the polls, raising concerns that the country could see a repeat of the violent aftermath of Trump's loss four years ago.
The question has become something of a litmus test, particularly among the long list of possible running mates for Trump, whose relationship with his first vice president, Mike Pence, ruptured because Pence resisted Trump's pressure to overturn the 2020 election.
In a vivid recent example, Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.) was pressed at least six times in a TV interview Sunday on whether he would accept this November's results. He repeatedly declined to do so, only saying he was looking forward to Trump being president again.
He continued to evade the question even as the interviewer, NBC News's Kristen Welker, reminded him that a "hallmark of our democracy is that both candidates agree to a peaceful transfer of power."
"This is why so many Americans believe that NBC is an extension of the Democrat party at the end of the day," Scott said at one point. "... I believe that President Trump will be our next president. It's that simple."
The refusal to commit to accept elections results is "deeply concerning," said Steven Levitsky, a government professor at Harvard University who studies democracy around the world. "Accepting the results of elections is in effect the cardinal rule of democracy. It is the first rule of democratic politics. If a major party is not willing to accept defeat in elections, democracy cannot be stable."
Trump's push to overturn the 2020 election -- and his conduct around the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol -- is now at the center of two of the four criminal cases that he faces as he undertakes a comeback campaign.
During the attack, a mob of Trump supporters stormed the Capitol as Congress was counting electoral votes. About 140 police officers were assaulted during the rioting, which led to criminal charges against over 1,200 people. Pence in particular appeared to be in danger, as Trump supporters rushed the Capitol chanting, "Hang Mike Pence." A House committee later heard testimony that Trump indicated support for the chants.
Trump has continued to falsely claim that the 2020 election was rigged and that he won states that he did not win, such as Wisconsin.
Trump also has suggested he may not accept the results of the next election, including in an interview with the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel that was published last week.
"If everything's honest, I'll gladly accept the results. I don't change on that," Trump told the newspaper. "If it's not, you have to fight for the right of the country."
Furthermore, in recent interviews with Time magazine, Trump did not rule out the possibility of political violence if he loses again. While he said he did not think there would be violence, he added that it "always depends on the fairness of the election."
And in a TV interview Tuesday with a Pennsylvania station, Trump downplayed the events of Jan. 6, said he did not regret disputing the 2020 election results and urged people to "follow your heart" in challenging elections.
President Biden, in an interview with CNN aired Wednesday night, said that if he wins the November election, Trump will not admit defeat.
"You can't only love your country when you're winning," Biden said, adding: "He may not accept the outcome of the election. I promise you he won't."
"I think the potential for another Jan. 6 is there," Rep. Bennie G. Thompson (D-Miss.), who chaired the House select committee that examined the attack on the Capitol, told CBS News this week. "The majority of the people who orchestrated Jan. 6 are now saying, in so many words, 'I'm not certain that I will accept the findings of the 2024 election.'"
Trump has made the recent comments while facing little pushback from Republicans in Congress or those potentially angling to be his running mate.
North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum, in a TV interview Sunday, dodged a question about Trump's comments on political violence. Burgum, like Scott, declined to contemplate a scenario in which the former president loses and said he was "looking forward to next January, when Vice President Harris certifies the election for Donald Trump."
The White House has emphasized that Biden will accept the 2024 results, while his reelection campaign has repeatedly criticized Trump and his allies for continuing to sow doubt about the legitimacy of elections in America.
"Donald Trump's last Vice President barely escaped the violent mob on January 6 and now refuses to endorse him because he understands the threat that Donald Trump poses to our democracy -- so Trump is looking for an even more extreme MAGA sidekick in 2024," Biden campaign spokesperson Ammar Moussa said in a statement.
Polling shows voters -- especially Republicans -- are far from confident in American democracy as the next presidential election nears. A Quinnipiac University survey from March found that voters were almost evenly divided on whether they thought the U.S. system of democracy was working, with a large majority of Republicans saying it was not.
Asked how confident they were that votes will be counted accurately in November, two-thirds of voters overall said they were "very" or "somewhat" confident. That number dropped to 45 percent among Republicans.
Election denialism continues to permeate the national GOP, which went through a Trump-backed takeover earlier this year.
The Washington Post reported in March that those applying for jobs at the Republican National Committee were asked in job interviews if they thought the 2020 election was stolen. And more recently, the RNC's top lawyer, Charlie Spies, resigned amid a rift with Trump over Spies's past criticism of Trump, including over his false claims about the 2020 election.
"Great news for the Republican Party," Trump said Sunday on his Truth Social platform. "RINO lawyer Charlie Spies is out as Chief Counsel of the RNC. I wish him well!"
The GOP's desire to appease Trump's fixation on 2020 now appears to loom over his search for a running mate. He has talked about having many options and is expected to make a decision closer to the Republican National Convention, which is scheduled for mid-July.
Trump has singled out Scott as an especially helpful rival turned surrogate, joking that he has made a better case for Trump than he ever did for himself.
Scott and Burgum are not the only possible Trump running mates who have evaded questions about the potential aftermath of the 2024 election. Rep. Elise Stefanik (N.Y.), the No. 4 Republican in the House, would not commit in January to voting to certify the 2024 results as a member of Congress.
"We will see if this is a legal and valid election," Stefanik told NBC News, citing efforts that were pending at the time to remove Trump from the primary ballot in a handful of states over his role in the Jan. 6 attack.
The Supreme Court has since sided with Trump, allowing him to remain on the ballot.
Another potential Trump vice-presidential candidate, Rep. Byron Donalds (R-Fla.), declined in March to say whether he would certify the 2028 election results if he were vice president.
"If you have state officials who are violating the election law in their states ... then no, I would not," Donalds said at an Axios event.
Some of the possible vice-presidential candidates have previously taken positions at odds with Trump's push to overturn the 2020 election. Scott, for example, voted in the Senate to certify the 2020 results -- hours after the Jan. 6 attack -- and said during a presidential primary debate last year that Pence "absolutely" did the right thing on Jan. 6.
Michael K. Miller, a political science professor at George Washington University who studies democracy, said Republicans like Scott are "clearly angling to be the VP, so they need to adopt the preferred rhetoric of Trump." Regardless of whether they believe what they are saying, Miller added, "it's very corrosive to democracy."
"This is how democracies break down," Miller said, later adding, "It's such a low bar to say, 'Yeah, the election is free and fair,' or, 'I will obey the results of the election.' ... You don't deserve credit for not committing a crime."
Asked last week about Trump's refusal to promise to accept the election results, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Biden is "committed to the rule of law and protecting American democracy," reiterating he "will accept the will of the American people."
Moussa, the Biden campaign spokesperson, said Trump is looking for a running mate who will provide "unquestioned loyalty and allegiance to Trump and his lies, revenge, and retribution over the American people."
"Thankfully the American people rejected Trump's MAGA extremism in 2020," Moussa said, "and will do so again this November."
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RFK Jr. says he had parasitic brain worm and undisclosed memory loss
Kennedy's campaign spokeswoman said he contracted a parasite years ago while traveling "extensively in Africa, South America and Asia in his work as an environmental advocate."
By Meryl Kornfield | 2024-05-09

Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks at a Cesar Chavez Day event at Union Station on March 30 in Los Angeles, (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the independent presidential candidate who has marketed himself to voters as a younger, healthier alternative to the two major contenders, contracted a parasitic worm that got into his brain years ago and ate a portion of it before dying, his campaign said Wednesday.
The 70-year-old scion of the powerful political family revealed in a 2012 deposition during divorce proceedings from his second wife, which the New York Times obtained and first reported Wednesday, that he had short- and long-term memory loss and described himself as having "cognitive problems, clearly." Around the time of the discovery of the parasite, Kennedy was also diagnosed with mercury poisoning that he attributed to his diet, he said in the deposition, a condition that can also cause memory loss. Kennedy told the Times that he has since recovered from his fogginess.
When asked about the incident, Kennedy campaign spokeswoman Stefanie Spear told The Washington Post that Kennedy contracted a parasite while traveling "extensively in Africa, South America and Asia in his work as an environmental advocate."
"The issue was resolved more than 10 years ago, and he is in robust physical and mental health," she said in a written statement. "Questioning Mr. Kennedy's health is a hilarious suggestion, given his competition."
Kennedy disclosed in the deposition that he consulted with neurologists in 2010 when a friend voiced concerns about his memory loss, according to the Times. He said he was told that a dark spot discovered in his brain scans could be a tumor, a year after his uncle, longtime Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), died of brain cancer. The Post has not independently reviewed the deposition.
But a doctor at New York-Presbyterian Hospital told him the spot could be caused by "a worm that got into my brain and ate a portion of it and then died," he said in the deposition, according to the Times.
Around the same time, doctors also diagnosed Kennedy with mercury poisoning, which he said was caused by eating a large amount of fish that contained the dangerous heavy metal. Kennedy, an environmental lawyer who has spoken out against mercury and other toxins contaminating food, told the Times that he was eating a diet heavy in tuna and perch at the time.
He told the Times he has since reduced his fish intake and underwent chelation therapy, a treatment to expel metals from the body. He said the parasite in his brain required no treatment.
Medical experts told The Post that descriptions of the parasite appear consistent with Taenia solium, a pork tapeworm, which can cause neurologic symptoms including headaches, convulsions, epileptic seizures and even death when the worm larvae get into the brain. Methylmercury, the organic form of mercury found in fish, can cause speech and hearing impairment, muscle weakness, lack of coordination, and other symptoms when people are exposed to high levels.
Kennedy has focused much of his campaign on advocating for regulations on major industries that he says have contributed to the country's worsening health problems. He also has spread misinformation about vaccines and argued against public health measures enacted during the coronavirus pandemic.
Since he announced he would run for president in April last year, Kennedy has not disclosed his medical records.
Former president Donald Trump and President Biden, who have attempted to quell voters' concerns about their advanced ages, have released limited health summaries. Biden's doctor released a six-page summary of medical tests in February, declaring him "fit for duty," while Trump shared a one-page letter in November from a doctor who belongs to his golf club and said he was in "excellent health." But the disclosures break from a tradition of presidential candidates previously releasing more complete reports on their health.
Kennedy has previously disclosed other health issues. He has said his strained, sometimes hoarse voice is caused by spasmodic dysphonia, a neurological disorder that causes involuntary spasms in the muscles of the voice box. He also has told others he became infected with hepatitis C, which was treated, from intravenous drug use in his youth.
In 2001, Kennedy was hospitalized for an irregular heartbeat caused by a common heart abnormality that can cause strokes, according to news reports at the time. Kennedy said in the 2012 deposition he was hospitalized three other times for that condition, which he told the Times has not caused any other incidents in a decade.
Fenit Nirappil contributed to this report.
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Biden says he will cut off offensive weapons if Israel invades Rafah
It's the first time Biden has threatened to withhold U.S. military aid and the most direct warning he has issued to Israel in the Gaza war
By Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-05-09

President Biden speaks in Wisconsin Wednesday. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


President Biden said Wednesday that he would halt the shipment of U.S. offensive weapons to Israel, which he acknowledged have been used to kill civilians in Gaza, if the country moves ahead with a long-planned ground invasion of the city of Rafah -- the first time he has threatened to withhold U.S. military aid and the most direct warning he has issued to Israel in the seven-month war.
"Civilians have been killed in Gaza as a consequence of those bombs and other ways in which they go after population centers," Biden told CNN, referring to 2,000-pound bombs supplied by the United States. "I made it clear that if they go into Rafah -- they haven't gone in Rafah yet -- if they go into Rafah, I'm not supplying the weapons that have been used historically ... to deal with the cities."
Biden added that the United States would continue to provide Israel defensive weapons, including those for the Iron Dome anti-missile system, so it can protect itself from attacks like the one launched by Iran last month. But he made it clear that supplying offensive weapons for a major incursion into the civilian areas of Rafah was off the table.
"It's just wrong. We're not going to -- we're not going to supply the weapons and artillery shells used," Biden said. "I've made it clear to Bibi and the war cabinet -- they're not going to get our support, if in fact they go on these population centers." Bibi is the nickname of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, whose relationship with Biden has become testier as the Gaza conflict has unfolded.
Biden's statements were a remarkable shift for the president, who has long had a visceral attachment to Israel and has resisted mounting pressure from prominent Democrats and key parts of his base to impose conditions on U.S. military aid to Israel or suspend it altogether.
Since the outset of the war in October, Netanyahu has repeatedly defied U.S. demands on major issues, rejecting Biden's requests that he do more to protect civilians and that he accept the notion of a future Palestinian state. But the president has been loath to impose direct consequences, even as the death toll mounts in Gaza and Israel refuses to allow in more humanitarian aid to ease catastrophic conditions in the enclave.
Biden's tone and message toward Israel have become increasingly sharp, however, while student protests against his support of Israel's military campaign have erupted on campuses across the country. Wednesday's comments were in a sense a culmination of that shift in tone.
Israel has taken a number of actions in recent days that have raised fears among U.S. officials that the Israel Defense Forces are preparing for a major Rafah operation. It seized the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and Gaza, cutting off the main artery for humanitarian aid. Israel also warned more than 100,000 Palestinians to evacuate the city, even as aid groups have warned that there is no place left in Gaza with the infrastructure to support such an influx.
On Wednesday, Biden told CNN's Erin Burnett that Israel had not yet crossed his "red line" on a Rafah invasion because the IDF had not yet gone into the city's major population centers. Israeli strikes in Rafah in recent days have killed dozens of civilians, but its forces have not launched a full-scale invasion.
Biden and his top aides have expended most of their energy in recent months trying to reach a cease-fire that would halt the fighting for several weeks and provide for the release of the remaining Israeli hostages held by Hamas militants. Diplomats and those familiar with the discussions say hope is dimming that an agreement between Israel and Hamas can be reached, however, and Netanyahu has vowed to forge ahead with a Rafah invasion regardless of whether a deal is struck.
Israel's military campaign has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians, the majority of whom are women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. Israel's siege of the enclave has also created dire humanitarian conditions as the territory's health-care and food distribution systems have collapsed. The United Nations says northern Gaza is in the throes of a full-blown famine, and the lack of clean water and basic necessities, combined with densely packed tent cities, has led to the spread of disease and hunger.
Israel launched its campaign after Hamas militants stormed through the Israel-Gaza border on Oct. 7 and killed 1,200 people, many of them civilians, and took about 250 others hostage. Many of the hostages remain in Gaza -- it is not clear how many are still alive -- and the attack deeply shook Israel's sense of security.
Biden's comments Wednesday are not the first time a U.S. president has threatened to condition aid to Israel. President Ronald Reagan halted a shipment of artillery shells and cluster bombs in 1982 during Israel's invasion of Lebanon while the U.S. determined whether Israel's use of American weapons violated arms exports laws. Reagan also paused the shipment of F-16s in 1983 until Israel withdrew from Lebanon.
About a decade later, President George H.W. Bush told Israel an aid package of $10 billion loan guarantees would only go through if Israel stopped using U.S. money to build settlements on land that belonged to the Palestinians.
Biden's unwavering support of Israel during its military campaign has created political challenges for him months ahead of November's presidential contest. Since the war began in October, Biden has faced protesters at nearly every public event and even at his personal home in Delaware. Students at college campuses across the country have set up encampments and barricades to pressure their universities to sever any ties to Israel.
Asked whether he was hearing the message of the protesters, Biden said on Wednesday: "Absolutely. I hear the message." But he said he feared that many people have already forgotten the brutality of the Oct. 7 attack, comparing it to fading memories of the Holocaust.
Biden also said Israel needs to think about the landscape in the Palestinian territories, and the Middle East more broadly, after the war ends in Gaza -- an issue that has long been a point of contention between Biden and Netanyahu. The president said he has been working with five Arab leaders, whom he declined to name, saying they are willing to help rebuild Gaza and smooth a transition to a two-state solution.
Netanyahu has emphasized that he will not allow the creation of a Palestinian state under his watch. U.S. officials have warned such a stance will make it nearly impossible to get the support of Arab countries in helping to rebuild Gaza or in winning broader Arab recognition of Israel.
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Greene booed as Republicans turn on her over bid to oust Speaker Johnson
The Georgia lawmaker's bid to remove the speaker angers GOP colleagues who have expressed a growing distaste for her antics during her three years in Congress. 
By Paul Kane, Maegan Vazquez, Marianna Sotomayor, Mariana Alfaro, Theodoric Meyer | 2024-05-09

Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) walk out to speak after she tried and failed to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


They heckled her and shouted boos as she rose to speak, and some hissed at her -- and those were the voices from the same side of the aisle as Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.).
Greene tried to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) from leadership on Wednesday, but Republicans overwhelmingly opposed her bid. And that effort proved to be the final straw for many of her GOP colleagues who have expressed a growing distaste for her antics during her three years in Congress. It even led to a rare admonishment by one of her most ardent supporters -- former president Donald Trump.
On Wednesday, 196 Republicans -- most of the conference -- rejected her bid and voted with 163 Democrats to procedurally block her motion.
She just had 10 GOP colleagues vote with her, and a half-dozen of them waited until the very end of the roll call to post their votes, mostly as a symbolic vote of warning toward Johnson but one that made clear they did not want to be associated with Greene.
"This was not a priority. I don't know why she did this," Rep. Ralph Norman (R-S.C.), a member of the conservative House Freedom Caucus, said after the vote.
After spending most of 2023 as a firebrand who changed course to work with her party's leadership, Greene has found herself increasingly isolated.
"This is the uniparty," she said, motioning with both hands to the full House chamber as she introduced the motion Wednesday with Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) at her side. The term "uniparty" is something far-right Republicans have used when legislation passes with large numbers of Democratic and Republican votes, over the flank's objections, a conspiratorial rejoinder intended to suggest the two parties are acting indistinguishably.
But as Greene railed against Johnson's legislative actions, she was heckled from both sides of the aisle in an unusual display of bipartisan distaste toward a single lawmaker.

On May 8 the House of Representatives overwhelmingly voted to kill a move by Republican hard-liners aimed at ousting House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.).


In a post on Truth Social just after Wednesday's vote, Trump discouraged Republicans from ousting Johnson, saying that while he loves Greene, Republicans are "not in a position of voting on a Motion to Vacate."
"At some point, we may very well be, but this is not the time," the presumptive Republican presidential nominee continued, adding that if Republicans "show DISUNITY, which will be portrayed as CHAOS, it will negatively affect everything!"
In recent days, Trump has continued to come to Johnson's defense. At a luncheon on Saturday in Florida, Trump offered unequivocal praise for Johnson, who was in the crowd, telling him that "you're doing a very good job." He added that other Republicans should "leave him alone."
And in his Truth Social post on Wednesday, Trump wrote that Johnson "is a good man who is trying very hard."
"I also wish certain things were done over the last period of two months, but we will get them done, together," he added.
After the vote, Johnson told reporters that he appreciated "the show of confidence" from his colleagues to defeat the "misguided" effort. And without naming Greene, Johnson dismissed her actions as not a serious attempt at being a lawmaker.
"Hopefully this is the end of the personality politics and the frivolous character assassination that has defined the 118th Congress. It's regrettable, it's not who we are as Americans, and we're better than this. We need to get beyond it," he told reporters after the vote.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.), who had telegraphed his party's support for blocking Greene after Johnson recently helped pass a $95 billion national security spending bill, said "the vote clearly speaks for itself."
"It was a vote of conscience. It was overwhelming. It was decisive. And we need to move forward as a Congress to solve problems for everyday Americans," he continued, adding that "the only thing" Democrats ask of House Republicans "is for traditional Republicans to further isolate the extreme MAGA Republican wing of the GOP, which has visited nothing but chaos and dysfunction on the American people."
House Republicans' agitation with Greene was palpable following the vote.
"I've been frustrated for quite some time," said Rep. Eric Burlison (R-Mo.), who voted against tabling the motion to vacate. "While I don't believe that the timing was great and I certainly have doubts about whether or not we could find somebody better, I just could not stomach voting with Democrats to avoid a vote." Burlison said he wasn't sure if he would have voted to vacate Johnson if the motion to table failed.
Rep. Marcus J. Molinaro (R-N.Y.) told reporters after voting to block Greene's motion that there are "some people in this House who think that they're more important than the other members, and I think the message today is that they are not."
And when Rep. Dusty Johnson (S.D.), the chairman of the governing-focused Republican Main Street Caucus, was asked whether Greene should be punished, Johnson responded, "One dumpster fire at a time."
"This doesn't fundamentally change any of the power dynamics of the House," said Johnson, who voted to table the motion. "You're always going to have somewhere between 10 and 25 members ... that are a difficult vote to get on most any governing vote. That's the way it was last week. That's where it's going to be next week."
Rep. Carlos A. Gimenez (R-Fla.) told reporters outside the Capitol after he voted to block the bid that Congress "has said enough is enough."
"We don't need to hear from her anymore. She is there just for the attention. She just wants to raise money off of this. And again, she doesn't represent the Republican Party," he continued.
Succeeding Gimenez in speaking to the media on the Capitol steps, Greene said Americans who voted Republicans into the House "want a Republican Party that's ready to fight for our agenda. They want a Republican Party that's ready to pass President Trump's agenda. And this Republican Party is not ready, and they proved it today."
Gimenez interjected, shouting at Greene: "You're not the Republican Party."
Greene defended her push to oust Johnson, which threatened to send the House into a leaderless disarray.
"It's chaos for the American people every single day," Greene said. "While members of Congress whine that they don't want to be cast into chaos, I think it's time for our Congress here to grow a backbone and a spine and actually work for the American people for a change."
Departing the news conference, Greene confirmed that she briefly spoke with Johnson after Wednesday's vote. She declined to share the details of their exchange.
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Judge keeps tying Trump to possible intimidation
Juan Merchan has cited at least three instances of Trump's potentially intimidating a witness or jurors. But experts say it's hard to police.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-05-09

Former president Donald Trump watches as adult-film actress Stormy Daniels testifies during his Manhattan criminal trial on Tuesday in this courtroom sketch. (Jane Rosenberg/Reuters)


Donald Trump seems to face an increasing threat of jail during his Manhattan criminal trial. It's not just that he's violated his gag order 10 times. New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan has also cited three instances of what he suggests could be witness or juror intimidation by Trump.
Some experts say Trump's actions are ambiguous enough that Merchan might be reluctant to sanction him. But the judge appears to be broadly losing patience with Trump's antics.
The most recent example came during adult-film actress Stormy Daniels's often-lurid testimony Tuesday. The testimony coincided with a little-noticed reminder of the stakes of intimidation when the judge pointed out how Daniels at one point appeared afraid of Trump.
As The Washington Post recapped late Tuesday, Merchan admonished Trump's legal team after he said the former president cursed and/or gestured inappropriately at least twice during Daniels's testimony.
"He is cursing audibly, and he is shaking his head visually, and that's contemptuous," said Merchan, who has found Trump in contempt of court for the 10 gag-order violations. "It has the potential to intimidate the witness, and the jury can see that."
The scene came just one day after Merchan wrote that the most recent of Trump's 10 gag-order violations -- Trump violated the order by claiming publicly that the jury was "95 percent Democrats" -- risked intimidating the jury.
"In doing so, Defendant not only called into question the integrity, and therefore the legitimacy of these proceedings," Merchan wrote, "but again raised the specter of fear for the safety of the jurors and of their loved ones."
That "again" might have been in reference to Trump's previous gag-order violations, which included comments about the jury. But it also might have referred to a third scene, early in the trial, during jury selection, when Merchan rebuked Trump to his lawyer, Todd Blanche.
"So Mr. Blanche, while the juror was at the podium maybe 12 feet from your client, your client was audibly uttering something," Merchan said. "I don't know exactly what he was uttering. He was audibly gesturing, speaking in the direction of the juror. I won't tolerate that. I will not have any jurors intimidated in this courtroom."
New York law defines third-degree witness intimidation -- a felony -- as when someone "wrongfully compels or attempts to compel" someone to refrain from communicating pertinent information "by means of instilling in him a fear that the actor will cause physical injury to such other person or another person."
In light of that, the context of the cited instances is worth delving into.
The jury-selection example involved a prospective juror who was defending her ability to be impartial despite posting videos of New Yorkers celebrating President Biden's 2020 election win over Trump; she suggested the videos were just a "New York celebratory moment" rather than something specifically anti-Trump.
Merchan's comments suggest Trump was unimpressed with that explanation and was conveying it in the direction of the prospective juror (who was not ultimately chosen).
Similarly, Trump's audible and physical reactions to Daniels's testimony Tuesday appeared to pertain to versions of events he took issue with.
Merchan indicated that one instance came when Daniels testified about Trump's rolling up a magazine and handing it to her during their tryst, suggesting she spank him. The other came when Daniels testified about discussions with Trump about her appearing on "The Apprentice."
This was a longer portion of Daniels's testimony, and it's not clear when Trump reacted. But during this part, Daniels mentioned Trump's telling her, "You remind me of my daughter, because she is smart and blond and beautiful and people underestimate her as well."
Each of those could be read as Trump merely expressing disagreement rather than proactively trying to intimidate. And his comments about the lean of the jury could be read as his complaining and trying to pre-spin a conviction rather than putting a target on jurors' backs.
But in each case, Merchan has at least entertained the idea that Trump's comments and actions could have the effect of intimidating jurors and witnesses, if not necessarily the intent. And that could still matter.
New York law requires first- and second-degree intimidation to involve acting "intentionally," but that word doesn't appear in the section about third-degree intimidation mentioned above.
Still, the more innocuous explanations for Trump's conduct could making policing his behavior more difficult.
Rajiv Sethi of Barnard College, who has studied witness intimidation, noted that as much as a subtle gesture can be determined to be intimidation.
"For example, in early 20th-century Chicago, the waving of a red handkerchief by a stranger in court would cause witnesses to stop cooperating suddenly, fearing retaliation by a secret society known as the Black Hand," Sethi said.
But he said Trump's actions fall into more of a "gray area with a lot of ambiguity."
"When it comes to gesturing or cursing in response to testimony, it does not seem to me that intimidation is the goal, although judges may decide that it is the effect," Sethi said. "I suspect that there is a lot of variation across judges in how they deal with such situations, with most starting with warnings before moving on to sanctions."
The situation is particularly fraught because Trump's actions come in a politically charged trial -- after his supporters have already engaged in violence on his behalf. And Trump has a demonstrated history of suggestive comments, including about such violence.
"This case is more challenging because the former president makes comments and uses body language to express his views," said Nancy S. Marder, the director of the Chicago-Kent College of Law's Justice John Paul Stevens Jury Center. "His lawyers might have explained the importance of maintaining a calm demeanor in the courtroom, but that does not mean he will follow their advice."
The charged nature of the situation and the potential impact of intimidation was reinforced Tuesday even after Merchan's suggestion of witness intimidation.
Trump's lawyer was preparing to show a document with Daniels's address, which quickly led to a sidebar with lawyers from both sides.
According to a court transcript, Daniels whispered to the court, "This has my address," and then, "That's got my address."
Merchan told Trump's lawyer that Daniels "looked very fearful" and was "very much afraid of your client seeing that address."
He instructed Trump's lawyer to hand Daniels the document rather than display it.
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Pete McCloskey, GOP congressman who called for Nixon's resignation, dies at 96
A decorated Marine, he led dissent against the Vietnam War and called for President Richard M. Nixon's impeachment over his conduct of the war.
By David Stout | 2024-05-08

Rep. Paul N. "Pete" McCloskey (R-Calif.) shows aerial pictures of villages in Laos, testifying before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee following a visit to Southeast Asia. (Linda Wheeler/The Washington Post)


Paul N. "Pete" McCloskey, a Republican congressman and decorated Marine who turned against his own party leader, President Richard M. Nixon, accusing him of expanding an "illegal" war in Vietnam and calling for his impeachment over the conflict while challenging him for reelection, died May 8 at his home in Winters, Calif. He was 96.
The cause was congestive heart failure, said family spokesperson Lee Houskeeper.
Before he drew national headlines for excoriating Nixon, Mr. McCloskey had been best known for defeating Shirley Temple Black, the former Hollywood child star, in a 1967 special election for a House seat representing what is now the Silicon Valley area of California.
During his tenure, which lasted until 1983, Mr. McCloskey became known to his admirers and detractors either as a principled maverick or as a gadfly firebrand. A Marine Corps rifle platoon commander during the Korean War, he received some of the military's top awards for valor -- including the Navy Cross and the Silver Star -- and used his military credentials as leverage to steer his party away from hard-line conservative elements on issues including race relations and the environment.
Calling himself a "Teddy Roosevelt progressive," he worked to gain passage of the Clean Air Act of 1970, helped organize the first Earth Day that year and supported the Endangered Species Act of 1973.
In the public eye, the defining issue for Mr. McCloskey became Vietnam and what he considered Nixon's "immoral" conduct of the war. On visits to Vietnam in 1968, he ignored whatever hopeful predictions were still being issued from political and military leaders in Saigon and Washington.
Instead, he sought out sergeants and lieutenants -- men who were seeing combat first hand, as he had in Korea as a young officer. In January 1968, he returned from his first visit to Vietnam "with grave doubts that what we do there is right."
The American military incursion into Cambodia in April 1970 and Nixon's failure to answer several of Mr. McCloskey's written inquiries turned the congressman into a fierce dissenter.
With eight other members of Congress, Mr. McCloskey supported the national student antiwar protest of October 1969. He helped draft a motion to repeal the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution of 1964, a congressional measure that had authorized the president to widen military operations against North Vietnam, and became a leader in House efforts to disengage U.S. forces from Southeast Asia.

Mr. McCloskey at an anti-Vietnam War rally outside the U.S. Capitol. (Jim McNamara/The Washington Post)


In a Feb. 10, 1971, speech at Stanford University, his alma mater, Mr. McCloskey called for a "national dialogue" to discuss Nixon's impeachment, a proposal meant to bring about a fundamental policy change on the war. Mr. McCloskey asserted that Nixon, like President Lyndon B. Johnson before him, had breached the Constitution "through the arrogant use of power" and that some of America's tactics in Southeast Asia amounted to war crimes.
Six days after the speech, Mr. McCloskey elaborated on his views in a television interview: "We've lost the stomach to fight this war on the ground, and yet we think it's appropriate that we can kill people by push-button bombing from 50,000 feet."
With an antiwar speech on the House floor soon after his talk at Stanford, Mr. McCloskey attracted more attention by asserting that "a reasonable argument can be made that the President's recent decision to employ American air power in the neutral countries of Laos and Cambodia exceeds his constitutional powers." He told journalists that, if a more politically seasoned Republican did not step up, he would run against Nixon himself.
Vice President Spiro T. Agnew called Mr. McCloskey, who was in the vanguard of the "Dump Nixon" movement, "a Benedict Arnold."

Mr. McCloskey speaks at a National Press Club luncheon while running for president in 1972. (Charles Del Vecchio/The Washington Post)


There was brief speculation that Mr. McCloskey might be "another McCarthy" in 1972, an allusion to Sen. Eugene McCarthy, the Minnesota Democrat whose strong showing as an antiwar presidential candidate helped drive Johnson from office in 1968.
But the political landscape was different in 1972. Nixon was winding down the Vietnam conflict, albeit far too slowly for his critics, and peace negotiations were inching along in Paris. The White House largely ignored Mr. McCloskey, who was met with stony silence from party eminences and never gained traction in the Republican primaries.
Many voters who detested Nixon were gravitating to Sen. George S. McGovern (S.D.), the Democratic nominee, who was swamped by Nixon in the general election.
In June 1973, as the Watergate scandal was unfolding, Mr. McCloskey again said the impeachment of Nixon should be considered, this time for obstruction of justice. The following summer, Nixon's own tape recordings showed that he had engaged in a coverup. Faced with all but certain impeachment in the House and conviction in the Senate, he resigned on Aug. 9, 1974.

Mr. McCloskey was in Congress from 1967 to 1983. (James K.W. Atherton/The Washington Post)


Paul Norton McCloskey Jr. was born in Loma Linda, Calif., on Sept. 29, 1927. Like his father, a lawyer, he was also known as Pete.
He grew up in South Pasadena, where he was a star on his high school baseball team. After Navy service from 1945 to 1947, he graduated from Stanford in 1950 and from Stanford's law school in 1953.
His education had been interrupted by two years in the Marines during the Korean War. As a rifle platoon commander in May 1951, he led a successful assault against a heavily fortified enemy hill position despite grievous wounds and continued to lead the charge until the bunkers were silenced, with 40 enemy soldiers killed and 22 captured, according to his Navy Cross citation.
A few months later, Mr. McCloskey received the Silver Star for a battle in which his platoon came under withering fire while making its way across a valley in support of a tank patrol. Eight of his men were struck down, and Mr. McCloskey sustained a severe leg wound, for which he refused treatment. Despite great loss of blood, he continued to direct his men's evacuation to safety.
Mr. McCloskey, who became a lieutenant colonel in the Marine Reserve, also received two Purple Hearts; decades later, he gave one away to Rep. Jackie Speier (D-Calif.), saying she had not been publicly recognized enough after being ambushed and shot as a young congressional staffer while in Guyana to investigate Jim Jones's death cult in 1978.
As a young lawyer, Mr. McCloskey set up a practice near Stanford and specialized in what he called "impossible cases": defending gay people, members of minority groups and others who had trouble finding legal help. He took an early interest in cases involving conservation and environmental protection.
Mr. McCloskey's entry into public life could be traced in part to a 1963 White House gathering on civil rights to which he had been invited. He said the experience encouraged him to counter the rise of the John Birch Society and other extremist elements in the Republican Party.
In 1964, he refused to support the hard-right campaign of Sen. Barry M. Goldwater (R-Ariz.) for president. That year, Mr. McCloskey co-founded the California Republican League to help the party regain some of its more liberal traditions.
Mr. McCloskey was first elected to the House on Dec. 12, 1967, easily defeating Democrat Roy Archibald to fill an open seat. But the more notable contest was the Republican primary, in which Mr. McCloskey was the underdog against Black. Her lackluster campaign was not helped by bands playing "On the Good Ship Lollipop," hearkening to her movie days.
Mr. McCloskey's first marriage, to Caroline Wadsworth, ended in divorce. He later married Helen Hooper, his onetime congressional press secretary. In addition to his wife of 42 years, survivors include four children from his first marriage, Nancy, Peter, John and Kathleen McCloskey; and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Mr. McCloskey at his law office in 2006, when he unsuccessfully campaigned to return to the House. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


Mr. McCloskey lost campaigns for the Senate in 1982 and for the House in 2006. Long opposed to the 2003 U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, he registered as a Democrat in 2007. He continued to practice law and grow olives and oranges on a farm in the Sacramento Valley. And he continued to express revulsion over the state of national politics, noting the influence of "big money" that has made the United States a "militaristic and arrogant nation."
In 2014, when he was 86, Mr. McCloskey traveled to North Korea, hoping to meet men who had fought for their country. The former Marine had been haunted by memories of leading bayonet charges against enemy soldiers, some only teenagers, and seeing terror on their faces.
A meeting was arranged with a retired three-star general, a man of Mr. McCloskey's age. "I told him how bravely I thought his people had fought," Mr. McCloskey told the Los Angeles Times, "and we embraced."
Stout, a Washington journalist, died in 2020.
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Biden back in the battleground state of Wisconsin
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Philip Bump, Matt Viser, Sarah Ellison, Clara Ence Morse, Aaron Blake, Meryl Kornfield, Cat Zakrzewski, David J. Lynch, Jeanne Whalen, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Holly Bailey, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Antonio Olivo, Glenn Kessler, Devlin Barrett, Tom Jackman, Shayna Jacobs, Marianne LeVine, Perry Stein | 2024-05-08
President Biden was back Wednesday to the battleground state of Wisconsin, where he touted a $3.3 billion investment by Microsoft to build a new artificial intelligence data center in Racine, at the same site where Taiwanese manufacturer Foxconn once planned a giant manufacturing campus. While president, Donald Trump heralded that project, which never materialized, as the "Eighth Wonder of the World." Biden noted that in his remarks.
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The 2020-was-stolen crew is here to stoke fears of noncitizen voters
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) led a news conference featuring key Trump allies in which he tried to amplify baseless warnings about non-citizen voters.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-09

Trump adviser Stephen Miller watches as House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) speaks to reporters outside the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Last month, as he was fending off complaints from his conference's fringe-right flank, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) traveled to Florida for an event with former president Donald Trump. The event's focus was "election security," a favorite topic of Trump's, and Johnson got what he came for: photos with the former president and his blessing, however wobbly.
What Trump got was a public commitment that Congress would address votes cast by noncitizens. Such votes are already barred under federal law, but it's an issue that, as I wrote at the time, blends two of Trump's favorite strawmen: illegal voters and immigrants.
At a news conference outside the Capitol on Wednesday, Johnson was joined by other lawmakers and representatives of outside groups to announce legislation that would focus on blocking noncitizens from voting. The speaker offered four reasons the legislation was necessary, all incorrect or misleading.
First, he said, there is "no current mechanism to ensure only those registering or voting are actually citizens." This isn't true; as PolitiFact outlined when Trump elevated this concern in 2020, numerous states have processes that validate whether voters are citizens.
Second, Johnson claimed that "I believe the number is close to probably, at this point, 16 million" immigrants who entered the country illegally since President Biden took office. This is wildly inflated. There have been about 7.7 million encounters at the border, according to Homeland Security data, but that includes millions of immigrants who were quickly deported. In January, The Washington Post reported that 2.3 million immigrants had been released into the United States. This excludes immigrants who evaded detection, but there are fewer such immigrants than before the expansion of border barriers.
Nor did Johnson present any evidence these immigrants voted or planned to vote, but we'll come back to that.
Third, he claimed that "a growing number of localities are blurring the lines for noncitizens by allowing them to vote in municipal local elections." "Growing" is doing a lot of work there; only a handful of places allow it. And to do so under federal law, those noncitizens cannot be granted the opportunity to cast a ballot for federal offices.
For his fourth, Johnson pointed to what's known as the "great replacement theory," the idea that there is an intentional effort to remake the U.S. population by intentionally bringing in immigrants.
"It's true that Democrats have expressed a desire to turn noncitizens into voters," Johnson claimed. "That's what this open border has been all about."
This is backward, of course. The strong economy and problems in their home countries are spurring immigrants to come to the United States, where Democrats have long advocated that they have a path to citizenship. Johnson suggests that the desire to have voting citizens is leading to an "open border," which doesn't exist.
That this whole effort began with an interaction between Trump and Johnson is important. The former president's fingerprints were all over the event, including the other speakers who walked to the lectern after Johnson was done.
There was Jenny Beth Martin, a prominent conservative activist who advocated the rejection of electors on Jan. 6, 2021.
There was attorney Cleta Mitchell, who advised Trump as he sought to overturn the 2020 election results, joining him on the call in which he pressured Georgia officials to revisit their state's results. During her comments, she suggested that the government was "paying leftist [nongovernmental organizations] to shepherd illegals into the country."
There was Hogan Gidley, a former communications staffer for Trump, who claimed "the left is flooding our country with people here illegally -- not by accident, but by design" even as they were "trying to weaken election integrity measures."
And, finally, there was Stephen Miller, longtime Trump adviser and immigration hard-liner. He listed "radical attacks on democracy" like Trump's indictments.
"There's one more form of radical attack on democracy," he said, "and that is the combination of a wide-open border and obstruction of any effort to verify the citizenship of who votes in our elections. These things are all combined in an effort to end our republican form of government."
He later added, nearly shouting, that if Democrats oppose the legislation, "they will be declaring to the whole country that they want Joe Biden's illegals to vote in this election. That will be what they are declaring."
Miller, of course, serves as a personal reminder of why Democrats might be loath to get the federal government involved in identifying noncitizens: he is one of the most forceful advocates of mass deportations of immigrants.
That these individuals -- all close to Trump and/or advocates for his false claims about 2020 -- were present to demonstrate support for Johnson's legislation is a good reason to be skeptical the legislation is needed. Trump's record of making overheated or flatly untrue claims about threats to democracy is robust, with those claims offered in service of the idea that his 2020 election loss was somehow actually a win.
And, in fact, the legislation is not needed. There is no indication that any significant number of noncitizens vote in federal elections, and there is plenty of research to suggest that they don't.
Johnson had no evidence to the contrary, instead relying on the popular-after-2020 argument that people think it might be happening, and that was good enough for him.
"The answer is that it's unanswerable," Johnson said in response to a question asking how often such voting happened. "That is the problem. ... We all know intuitively that a lot of illegals are voting in federal elections, but it's not been something that is easily provable. We don't have that number."
This is a very basic logical fallacy. If Person A claims that 45 percent of trees are space aliens, it is not up to Person B to prove that they aren't or to act as though the claim is valid. It is, instead, up to Person A to validate his claim -- and "we know intuitively that a lot of trees are aliens" is not validation.
There is also the question of why a noncitizen, much less someone in the country illegally, would want to cast a ballot. It is a federal crime with a remarkably small payoff: shifting a candidate's total one vote upward.
Martin tried to address this question, saying that "just because something is illegal doesn't mean it doesn't happen."
"If you're not a citizen," she said, "it's illegal to enter our country without authorization. But that happens multiple millions of times every year."
Yes -- so that people can get jobs or flee crime and instability.
Johnson tried, too.
If people on student visas are "willing to take over buildings and physically terrorize their fellow students," he said, referring to campus protests, "why would they not be willing to lie on a voter registration form?"
Beyond all the other problems with this argument, consider that his claim is that those criticizing Biden's handling of the war in Gaza are so desperate to vote for him that they would violate federal law.
Johnson himself, of course, attempted to help Trump retain power after the 2020 election. Though he insisted that the new legislation wasn't about 2020, he took a few moments to claim that "there was all sorts of irregularity" during that contest that led to "concern that lingers even to the day."
Bear that in mind as we consider the unexpectedly wise words of Rep. Chip Roy (R-Tex.). He was offering them in service of the legislation, but they work just as well as a critique of it and the event at which he spoke.
"The most fundamental thing you can do to destroy the rule of law and to destroy our republic," he said, "is to undermine faith in elections and undermine the integrity of our elections, and to destroy this republic by making it unclear as to who's voting."
Well said.
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The Drake and Kendrick Lamar beef and other artistic rivalries from history
Lamar has nothing on Van Gogh, who cut off his ear after a fight with Gauguin. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-05-09

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Who loses in the 'man or bear' showdown? Women.
This viral TikTok video has generated lies and poor arguments all thanks to a silly question.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-05-09

A female grizzly bear photographed by an automatic trail camera in northwestern Montana in 2014. (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/AP) 


Pop quiz for the ladies in the audience: Imagine you're hiking through the wilderness, round a curve and find a bear standing in the path ahead of you. Fortunately, it's looking the other way, so you hastily prepare to retrace your steps -- only to find that a strange man has appeared at the other end of the path.
Assume you don't want to wander off the trail and into unfamiliar woods. Which do you choose, dear reader? Man or bear?
If you're wondering why I've confronted you with this unlikely quandary, the answer, of course, is social media. The meme is a viral sensation that seems to have originated with a 29-second TikTok video in which women were asked whether they'd rather be stuck in the woods with a man or a bear. This being a hypothetical question asked by an engagement-hunting influencer, rather than real life, almost all the women chose the bear.
Largely, the internet took this in the lighthearted spirit in which it had presumably been meant. The flanks, however, promptly went insane. There were men complaining about misandry, as though the women in the video were dead serious. Other folks, apparently having decided that this stupidity wasn't stupid enough, insisted that of course they were serious, because, obviously, bears are less dangerous to women than men are.
Which is when I stopped rolling my eyes and started to also take it seriously.
I understand the latter group wants to help women by emphasizing the very real threat of male violence. But it doesn't help women to slander the overwhelming majority of men who would never dream of attacking a woman they had stumbled across in the woods. And it outright hurts women to reinforce harmful stereotypes about our sex: namely, that we are irrational, neurotic and bad at math. Far too many of these arguments commit statistical malpractice, especially the ones that purport to prove their point with statistics.
But wait, aren't most violent crimes committed by men? Shouldn't women be vigilant if they find themselves in some isolated spot with a strange man?
Yes, in the United States, men commit about 80 percent of violent crimes, a high percentage of them against women, especially sexual assault. So, yes, women should stay alert in such situations. But if women think about all the times we've found ourselves in an otherwise deserted street or empty parking lot with men we didn't know, we'll recall that in almost every case, the men left us alone.
The fact that violent criminals are likely to be men doesn't mean that any given man is likely to commit a violent crime -- any more than the fact that all U.S. presidents have been native-born Americans means that every native-born American has been president of the United States. That's a statistical fallacy known as "confusing a probability with its inverse." Alas, it's not the only such fallacy to mar this debate.
The bear-baiters argue, correctly, that bears almost never attack humans, then incorrectly compare the small number of bear attacks to the large number of times men attack women. "Since 2020, there have been exactly seven women killed by bears and 15 nonfatal attacks on women" in the United States, notes one popular video, whereas "since 2020, there have been 8,000 fatal attacks on women by men and 1.6 million nonfatal attacks."
I haven't personally checked those statistics, or others of this type floating around on social media, because it doesn't matter. Even if they're accurate, they're fatally undermined by another basic statistical error: comparing two numerators without adjusting for different denominators.
Using the same logic, I can "prove" that driving to the grocery store is more dangerous than eating tablespoons of arsenic, because 42,514 Americans died in car crashes in 2022, while arsenic poisoning kills about three people a year. But, of course, if we all megadosed arsenic at the same rate we climbed into automobiles, arsenic would kill a lot more people -- presumably everyone, except the Amish.
Similarly, though violence from strange men is a much bigger problem for women than violence from strange bears, remember that, in a typical year, most women encounter somewhere between dozens and tens of thousands of men, while outside of a zoo, they will probably see zero bears. That larger numerator is spread across a much larger denominator.
However, in our hypothetical, the denominators are the same: one man or one bear. It would be idiotic to look at the numbers above and conclude that any random bear is less dangerous than a random guy. Though the National Park Service notes that bears usually leave humans alone, it also goes suggests a disturbingly long list of ways to get away from a bear or survive an attack.
Of course, there are other attacks that bears do not commit, and that women justifiably fear, especially sexual assault. According to a 2017 government survey, nearly 50 percent of women have had unwanted sexual contact with a man, while a woman's lifetime risk of forcible rape is higher than 16 percent. One in 8 of those rapes is committed by a stranger -- like our hypothetical man in the woods. All these numbers are appallingly too high. But that doesn't mean 16 percent of men are rapists (many of these attacks are committed by repeat offenders). And we should also account for nonfatal but devastating bear attacks, such as the grizzly that ripped a man's jaw off in Montana last September.
Such injuries would occur a lot more often if there were as many bears as men in this country. And if those bears lived among us, rather than way off in the woods, so a lone woman was as likely to encounter a bear as a man? A realistic assessment of the relative risks doesn't seem to work out in favor of the bear.
And that's what we need when talking about women's safety: a realistic assessment of the unacceptable risk that a small minority of men pose to women.
Obviously, the bear-istas hope the bear comparison will inspire empathy for our vulnerability among the nonviolent majority of men. But then, if we want them on our side, best not to lead with the implication that men in general are dangerous predators. At best, you'll sound like a maniac; at worst, men and women will take you seriously, exacerbating our society's increasingly bitter gender divide, and possibly also the rising rates of debilitating anxiety among young women.
So, for heaven's sake, stop suggesting that men are no better than animals. And ladies, if you should ever find yourself in a parking garage with a strange man and a strange bear, I wouldn't recommend that you ask the bear to walk you to your car.
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Are politics replacing religion in American life?
And what is gained and lost as our country stops going to churches, synagogues and mosques?
By Perry Bacon, Kate Cohen, Shadi Hamid | 2024-05-09

(iStock) (iStock  /iStock)


On the newest episode of the "Impromptu" podcast, Post Opinions columnist Shadi Hamid asks his colleagues Perry Bacon Jr. and Kate Cohen whether the decline in religious practice in American life this century is connected to accompanying rises in loneliness and political polarization. "I'm trying to figure out: Is there any connection there?" he says. "What is gained and lost as our country gets less religious? Where else can we find belonging?" The transcript below has been edited for length and clarity.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Shadi: Just to share some of my own biases here, the way I feel about this is: Be careful what you wish for. A lot of us had this idea that as religion declines, people will become more rational, reasonable, tolerant. That we will have less divisiveness. But I think one can make the argument that it hasn't turned out that way.
We can look at the last 25 years, this precipitous decline in church attendance. And according to Gallup, it was hovering around 70 to 75 percent from the late 1930s to 2000. And then in the last 25 years, we've seen a sudden drop to just under 50 percent. So we're talking about a massive cultural change. In that 25-year period, it doesn't seem like the United States has become more consensus-oriented or unified. If anything, ideological and political fragmentation and polarization have risen. I think one way of seeing this is that political intensity is replacing religious intensity as the grounding force of what Americans believe in. We've become political believers rather than religious believers. If you look at Trump rallies, sometimes they seem like religious events.
Kate: I think you're also using the word 'religious' just to mean fervent in some way. People have always had strong feelings. I'm not sure where you're coming up with the idea that becoming less religious would make us more consensus-oriented.
Shadi: The argument of a lot of secular or nonreligious people is that religion is divisive; it's inherently polarizing. And the less we have of it in public life, the more secularized we become, the more we can move our politics to the realm of fact and objective analysis. We no longer have religious passions polluting things. I think that is a widespread perception. There was this sense of a kind of secular promised land where we have a more rational politics. But we don't have that.
Perry: I do worry that other forms of community and identity -- whether that's a bowling league, a church or something else -- are declining, while your Democrat or Republican affiliation is one of the only identities people have. We want to have more forms of community and identity that are not on ideological grounds. And I think churches are one way to have that. The decline of communities and places where you can come together is a big problem and is exacerbating our ideological polarization.
Kate: We certainly have elements of our politics right now that have basically dispensed with fact and truth altogether. So we're not really working with people -- I don't know whether they're believers or not -- who are committed to the idea of scientifically based or even reality-based political discussion. That seems like a slightly different problem, or a problem that's related to an upbringing based on an unobservable reality, like religion.
Listen to the full conversation here:
We are looking to hear from listeners of Washington Post podcasts like "Impromptu"! Please take our survey at washingtonpost.com/podcastsurvey. It takes five minutes to complete, and you can enter a drawing to win a gift card worth up to $1,000.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/05/09/america-religion-impromptu-podcast/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biden's Holocaust speech highlights antisemitism's threat to democracy
Conspiratorial hate undermines our essential values.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-05-09

President Biden addresses rising levels of antisemitism during a speech at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum's Days of Remembrance on Tuesday. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


In an ocean of denial, equivocation, rationalization and outright ignorance about the surge in antisemitism, President Biden rose to the occasion to deliver a bracing speech on Tuesday for the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum's Annual Days of Remembrance at the nation's Capitol. It was fitting to locate the speech there, rather than at the museum itself, to emphasize that antisemitism threatens not only Jews but also the American experiment.
Too many progressive commentators have spent time insisting the threats, harassment and grotesque hate speech directed at Jewish students on college campuses is not "as bad" as what we saw in the deadly Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville in 2017. This is not a contest between which "side" is more antisemitic. We do not grade antisemitism on a curve. Whenever, and for whatever reason, people call for American Jews to "go back to Poland," call to wipe out the only Jewish state on the planet or declare that "Zionists don't deserve to live," the toxic stench of antisemitism threatens the lives of Jews, and, as Biden put it, demands "our continued vigilance -- and outspokenness."
Biden, his voice rising in anger, denounced amnesia about both the Holocaust and Oct. 7. "Too many people denying, downplaying, rationalizing, ignoring the horrors of the Holocaust and October 7th, including Hamas's appalling use of sexual violence. ... It must stop."
He echoed many American Jews' anguish that only seven  months after the attack, "people are already forgetting ... that Hamas unleashed this terror, that it was Hamas that brutalized Israelis, that it was Hamas who took and continues to hold hostages." Biden assured the audience, "I have not forgotten, nor have you. And we will not forget."
Reminding Americans that Hamas's brutality, mass murder, sexual assaults and kidnapping of innocents sparked the war provided an essential reset after some college protesters spent weeks glorifying Hamas as "martyrs," while their defenders conveniently ignored Hamas's charter dedicated to wiping out the Jewish state.
Biden was careful to stress that antisemitism is not merely a Jewish problem. It is an attack on the rule of law and the conduct of peaceful civil society on which democracy depends. "Vandalism, trespassing, breaking windows, shutting down campuses, forcing the cancellation of classes and graduations -- none of this is a peaceful protest," Biden said last week. "Threatening people, intimidating people, instilling fear in people is not peaceful protest. It's against the law." This week, he stressed, "We're a civil society. We uphold the rule of law, and no one should have to hide or be brave just to be themselves."
For the right, antisemitism too often becomes a prop. MAGA Republicans ignore antisemitism when their presidential candidate dines with antisemites, invokes dual loyalty tropes, lectures Jews on their faith and channels Hitler's "blood purity" lingo. They decide to puff their chests only when a backbencher on the left makes horrific comments or college administrators demonstrate their spinelessness. When four-times indicted former president Donald Trump insults the memory of the Holocaust by throwing around "Gestapo" as invective against Biden and praises "very fine people on both sides" at Charlottesville, where is the right's concern about hatred of Jews? MAGA forces -- who insist America is a "Christian" country -- show little concern or respect for Jews themselves. In deploying antisemitism as a political weapon, much like campaigning against the threat of "caravans" from Mexico and the nonexistent "immigrant crime" wave, they wind up erasing Jews, trivializing antisemitism and normalizing hate groups on their own side.
By contrast, Biden throughout his career has demonstrated his abiding belief that full inclusion of Jews in American society and refusal to define America by race, religion or ethnic origin are part and parcel of our pluralistic democracy. "We have to remember our basic principles as a nation. ... We must give hate no safe harbor against anyone -- anyone," he said Tuesday, later adding, "We know scapegoating and demonizing any minority is a threat to every minority." He refused to give protesters a pass when Jews are "blocked, harassed, attacked while walking to class."
Biden was as animated and angry as we have seen him since Oct. 7. His pain and anger over Hamas's genocidal attack and over the protesters who rationalize it were palpable. Whatever the politics of the moment, Biden's deep attachment to the Jewish state, intimate ties to the American Jewish community and unyielding faith in the decency of Americans guarantee he will give no quarter to those who parrot or condone antisemitism.
"I see your fear, your hurt and your pain," he told American Jews. "Let me reassure you, as your president, you're not alone. You belong. You always have, and you always will." For millions of angry, anxious Jews bewildered at the monstrous rhetoric coming from fellow Americans, which legions of others ignore or downplay, his message provided a balm to their emotional wounds.
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The last Trump-Biden debates were excruciating. Let's fix that.
The debates need to be updated and made more meaningful.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-05-09

President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden debate at Belmont University in Nashville on Oct. 22, 2020. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Joe Biden and Donald Trump say they are ready to rumble ... again.
"I am happy to debate him," the president told radio host Howard Stern last month. To which Trump, who skipped all the Republican primary debates, replied on his social media platform: "ANYWHERE, ANYTIME, ANYPLACE."
Granted, there is reason to wonder how much enlightenment voters will get from seeing these two standing side by side on a stage. Their first faceoff four years ago ranked as "the worst presidential debate in living memory," according to a Post headline. Our Editorial Board called it "a disgrace."
To refresh your memory of those excruciating 90 minutes, this was the melee in which Trump put in a performance that ranged from rude to unhinged, interrupting Biden practically every time the Democrat opened his mouth. Rattled and exasperated, Biden shot back at one point: "Will you shut up, man?" Moderator Chris Wallace has said he still gets "flashes of PTSD" from the experience.
Still, that spectacle was as revealing as it was appalling. Could there have been any better evidence of Trump's disregard for democratic values -- or prelude of what was to come on Jan. 6, 2021 -- than the call he issued for the far-right extremist group Proud Boys to "stand back and stand by"?
The Commission on Presidential Debates has already announced a schedule of three presidential debates and a vice-presidential one to take place in the run-up to Election Day, with the names of the moderators and other details to come later. And the truth is, much of this will be decided in negotiations between the campaigns themselves. There is no small chance, for instance, that instead of three debates, there will be only one or two.
But it's worth hoping that what could come out of this are changes that could make presidential debates more meaningful and update them to reflect the realities of how people decide and cast their ballots in 2024.
Let's start with when the debates take place. Traditionally, they have come late in the calendar. The one meeting of President Jimmy Carter and Republican challenger Ronald Reagan in 1980 didn't occur until Oct. 28 -- a mere week before the election. But that was in an era before early voting.
The commission recognizes this, which is why this year's first debate will be held earlier than ever before, on Sept. 16, at Texas State University. Both campaigns are saying that isn't early enough; by then, for instance, it is possible, depending on when ballots are finalized, that some voters in the crucial swing state of Pennsylvania will already be voting.
Ideally, argues Brett O'Donnell, who has been a sought-after debate coach for GOP contenders going back to George W. Bush, there should be "maybe one before Labor Day and the other two in September."
Complicating that, however, are the debate commission's criteria for determining whether any contenders from outside the major parties would be allowed on the stage, as, most recently, independent candidate Ross Perot was in 1992. In addition to polling at 15 percent in an average of five national polls vetted by an outside expert, a candidate must be on the ballot in enough states to have at least the possibility of reaching the 270 electoral votes necessary to be elected. And in a number of states, filing deadlines don't occur until 60 days before the Nov. 5 election, which means Sept. 6.
So if an earlier debate between Biden and Trump is to be added, it will have to be done outside the purview of the commission. Let's not hold our breath for that happening.
Another thing I'd like to see is the discontinuation of live audiences. They consist of supporters, party officials and donors, who routinely ignore admonitions not to cheer or clap. Debates would be more disciplined and substantive if they were conducted -- as was the famed 1960 meeting between John F. Kennedy and Richard M. Nixon -- in a television studio.
The exception should be the town hall debate, which is scheduled to take place on Oct. 1 at Virginia State University, the first historically Black college or university ever selected as a venue. Candidates cannot shrug off or react with hostility to questions they get from ordinary voters. Which is why whoever is chosen to moderate the town hall would be well advised to take a step back and let the audience hold the candidates to account.
Then there is the always thorny question of fact-checking. Moderators should not carry the burden for this. It is better -- and more thoroughly -- performed by the media and the opposing campaigns. Today's audiences are often watching the debates on more than one screen. When a candidate tells a whopper, it quickly catches up with him.
There are plenty of people who argue that presidential debates have outlived their usefulness. But the alternative is the dueling echo chambers that pass for political discourse these days. So mix it up, Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump. We'll all be standing back and standing by.
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Don't push moms out of the picture
Mothers are often taking family photos, but rarely in them.
By Michelle Kondrich | 2024-05-09
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How rich countries are testing extreme measures to keep out asylum seekers
We have to reform policies -- but also change the way we think about migration as a whole.
By Eduardo Porter | 2024-05-09

A tent belonging to an asylum seeker is seen outside the International Protection Office, an immigration processing facility in Dublin, on April 30. (Clodagh Kilcoyne/Reuters) 


Britain's Conservative government hopes to drive a stake through the post-World War II consensus that persecuted people around the world must be granted the right to asylum.
Under a bill that passed Parliament in April, asylum seekers who arrive in Britain by irregular means -- in a dinghy across the channel from France, for example -- will be summarily sent to Rwanda, where officials in Kigali will assess their claim and, if granted, offer asylum in the Central African country.
The plan is legally dubious. It was steamrolled past objections from the European Court of Human Rights and Britain's own Supreme Court, which argued that Rwanda is hardly a haven. Critics say it is a political stunt to help Conservatives in general elections, expected to take place later this year. It is unlikely to survive for long, as the Tories look set to lose big to the Labour Party, which is committed to nixing it.
And though it might seem beyond the pale to pay upward of half a million pounds to a faraway authoritarian government for it to take over responsibility for asylum, Britain's tactic isn't an outlier. Around the world, rich countries facing huge numbers of desperate people flocking to their borders are experimenting with extreme measures to keep them out.
The Tories' tactics take a page from Australia, which from 2012 to 2014 transferred asylum seekers arriving by boat to Nauru and Papua New Guinea, before changing tactics to simply intercept boats at sea and return them to their points of departure.
In Europe, Italy struck a deal wherein Albania would host migrant processing centers (though they would be staffed by Italian officials, and migrants granted asylum would be settled in Italy). Denmark passed legislation in 2021 allowing it to transfer asylum seekers outside Europe, with the goal, said Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, of achieving "zero asylum seekers."
And the United States has been trying to hold asylum seekers at bay since the Trump administration, which after several failed attempts that were shot down in court finally succeeded at summarily ejecting migrants by declaring a public health emergency during the coronavirus pandemic.
President Biden is also exploring alternative means to keep migrants out. Last year, he arranged for Mexico to accept 30,000 expelled migrants per month from Venezuela, Nicaragua, Haiti and Cuba. Most recently, he has threatened to "shut down" the border to migrants who enter the country illegally to seek asylum.
These roadblocks have been built to deter unprecedented flows of people seeking safe refuges  around the world. The United States received 1.8 million asylum seekers in 2022, compared with 19,000 a decade earlier.  Asylum seekers in Britain jumped nearly ninefold, to 167,000. Worldwide, the numbers mushroomed from 950,000 in 2012 to more than 6 million by June of last year. This is on top of more than 35 million people recognized as refugees by the U.N. High Commission for Refugees, as well as over 5 million Venezuelans who, though not counted as asylum seekers, have fled their country and are mostly scattered across Latin America.
The 1951 United Nations convention on the status of refugees, which enshrined the right to protection from repression and persecution in the aftermath of World War II, wasn't designed for this. It didn't contemplate people fleeing failed states, states largely controlled by brutal criminal organizations, or climate change.
It didn't anticipate the internet, which has helped migrants navigate journeys that would have been impossible a quarter-century ago. The last overhaul of U.S. immigration law came about in 1990, before the advent of the web -- long before TikTok videos explained how best to navigate the Darien Gap between Colombia and Panama and Google Translate helped Chinese migrants as they crossed Mexico.
Still, erecting new barriers to block asylum seekers cannot be a solution. Low- and middle-income countries today are host to more than three-fourths of the world's refugees. The new barriers in the rich world are contributing to the swell of desperate people in places that have less capacity to incorporate the displaced into their societies and economies.
In theory, there are available solutions. In Europe, as in the Americas, regional agreements to share the burden of migration seem indispensable to take the pressure off single countries. In a way, Britain brought its asylum crisis upon itself when it left the European Union, losing the ability to coordinate asylum policies with other member states. These days, it is going to be extra tough for it to convince France to stop dinghies on its side of the English Channel.
But the odds for enlightened policymaking are dim. Last month, the European Union took another shot at burden sharing, requiring all members to chip in in some form. It is unclear whether this agreement will do any better than earlier attempts, all of which have crumpled. The rise of authoritarian populists brandishing xenophobic slogans suggests most coordination efforts will buckle next time large numbers of asylum seekers try to move across European borders.
It is true that, for asylum to remain a viable option for those fleeing violence and repression, it must be limited to that objective. Asylum must not become an all-purpose entryway for anyone seeking a better life. It makes sense for affluent haven countries to tighten procedures in some way to guarantee asylum serves its purpose.
But these restrictions will not be effective if they are too draconian. If anything, international covenants to protect the persecuted should be broadened to take account of the new forms of violence and repression driving people from their homes, including those stemming from state failure and criminality. Climate change also calls for broadening avenues for migrants fleeing deprivation.
What is also true is that no set of barriers, however formidable, will reduce people's determination to migrate. If Europe or the United States believe they can block the desperate of the world from their shores, they are in for some disappointment.
Rather than single-mindedly working to stop migration, the affluent havens should instead acknowledge the many endowments that migrants bring to their host economies. For the sake of their own prosperity, the rich, aging, depopulating countries of the West wracked by xenophobic populism must make peace with the fact that they need migrants much more than they think.
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'I hit the wall': Brittney Griner on life after Russian prison 
Writing about trauma can be cathartic. It can also be triggering.
By Jason Rezaian | 2024-05-09

WNBA star Brittney Griner in San Antonio after her release in a prisoner swap with Russia on Dec. 9, 2022. (Miquel A. Negron/U.S. Army via AP) 


When news broke that WNBA superstar Brittney Griner was arrested in Moscow just days before Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, I immediately suspected she was being taken hostage by a foreign state.
Griner's celebrity raised awareness of an issue that desperately needs it, especially among communities that traditionally haven't followed foreign policy closely. Fame is no protection from foreign adversaries seeking leverage against the U.S. government. Indeed, Griner's profile might have made her more of a target.
High-profile hostage cases always elicit strong public reactions. Some people wanted the Biden administration to use all available resources to free her. Others said she should be left to rot in prison. (People said the same things about me when I was held hostage in Iran.)
A hostage's story is never over when they return -- it's often just beginning. With her new memoir "Coming Home," Griner has given the world an account of her ordeal. But her life now will probably bear little resemblance to the one she knew before her time in a Russian prison.
I recently spoke with Griner about how she is navigating her new reality.
Jason Rezaian: At what point did you start to realize that you were arrested because the Russian government wanted something in return?
Brittney Griner: Not right away. But when I found out about Russia invading Ukraine right after my arrest, things started to make sense.
It was just how they were treating me. They were trying to pull so much information out of me while I was in [jail], like they were just trying to get anything they could. They had one of my cellmates spying on me, I found out. They didn't want to make exceptions for me, but they were [making them] in certain ways. There were just so many mind games that were being played that I was like, "Okay, something's going on."
There were times when people would come to the prison, and they brought cameras and took pictures of me in the cell. I had another cellmate who said, "They don't do that. This is bigger than you just being in jail." Prosecutors would come see me, the district attorney, the head of the prison. That cellmate said, "I've been in jail for years and they have never come." There were just so many things that let me know -- okay, there's a bigger agenda here.
JR: How are you doing now? What kind of challenges are you facing coming back to your normal life?
BG: It's been up and down, a roller coaster. I have my good days and my bad days.
I would say I used to always love being around a lot of people and just being out there. But I found myself at times just not wanting to be around anybody -- even loved ones. I just wanted to keep to myself.
I used to love it being cold in the house. But I realized that it was messing with my mood a lot. It was starting to irritate me. My mood would change. And I realized it was because it was reminding me of being in that cell in Russia. Metal and cement everywhere. There's a little heater on the wall and it doesn't do anything. I was just always cold. So I hate being cold now. I really hate it.
JR: A lot of people have asked me if writing my book was a cathartic experience. It definitely was not. Reliving the most difficult experiences can be grueling. Was it the same for you?
BG: I went through what I call the honeymoon stage when I first got back. I was like, oh, I'm home and everything's good. But I realized it wasn't. I hit the wall.
Writing the book was good in a way -- just getting it out. And then there were times where in the middle of writing it, it was like, "Y'all I just need a break. I need to dip out for a week or so. I can't talk about this anymore right now."
So it was good, but it was triggering as well. It was real because I went through it, but [writing] just made it even more real. I use humor a lot as a coping mechanism, so I would just laugh things off. But once I was back here ...  it starts to set in more just how bad it was.
JR: Why have you chosen to advocate for other Americans being wrongfully detained in Russia and around the world?
BG: If you can't get in front of the camera, if you can't get on TV or have an outlet, it's hard to get people to rally behind you, [to let people know] that you have a loved one [being held] abroad. With the coverage I get, with this platform I have, I'm able to be in front of the camera a lot. And I'm able to bring awareness to a lot of families that may not be able to get that camera time.
In the world we live in, when something traumatic happens, it runs for a little bit -- and then the next thing happens and we move on. I really hate that. It's really sad that we live in a time like that.
We're just going to keep pushing. We're not going to be quiet. We're going to keep saying everyone's name and try to bring [back] as many as we can.
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Trump can win as the anti-chaos candidate
Don't laugh. Just read the polls.
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-05-09

Former president Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Waukesha, Wis., on May 1. (Sara Stathas for The Washington Post)


In 2016, Donald Trump won the White House by running as a disrupter who would come to Washington and shake things up. That was the right message eight years ago. But today, the last thing Americans want is disruption. To win in 2024, Trump needs to run on the opposite message: as the candidate who can end the chaos and restore normalcy in the United States.
Trump as the candidate of normalcy? I know, I know -- but hear me out.
Joe Biden won the White House by painting Trump as "an incumbent president who makes things worse, not better ... who sows chaos rather than providing order." But today, on Biden's watch, college campuses across the country are in chaos. Our southern border is in chaos. The world is in chaos, with wars raging on two continents.
This creates an opportunity for Trump to seize the mantle as the anti-chaos candidate. His winning message is not to promise "retribution" against those he believes wronged him. It is to tell Americans: Maybe you didn't like the way I talked, but the border was secure, the economy was strong (before the pandemic hit), inflation was low and the world was largely at peace. What do you care more about: my mouth or your pocketbook? My behavior, or the behavior of Russia, Iran and Hamas? My insults, or illegal immigrants pouring across our border and overwhelming our communities?
A lot of Americans will answer by saying (deep breath): Okay, fine, bring back Trump.
Many voters' memories of his actions on Jan. 6, 2021, and the numerous other reasons they disliked him have faded. An April New York Times-Siena College poll asked: Has Donald Trump ever said anything that you found offensive? Six in 10 said either no or not recently. Among voters ages 18 to 29, a remarkable 77 percent said no or not recently. And the Times reports that some voters "said that while they disapproved of Mr. Trump's inflammatory style, they wondered whether they had placed too much emphasis on his personality in past elections."
What most people do remember, however, is that their lives were better under Trump. Almost two-thirds say they approve of Trump's handling of the economy when he was president. By contrast, a February Times-Siena poll found a 43 percent plurality said Biden's policies have hurt them personally (only 18 percent said they helped). And a recent CNN poll finds that a 55 percent majority consider Trump's presidency a success (compared with 55 percent who called it a failure three years ago), while 61 percent see Biden's presidency as a failure.
In other words, Biden is such a disaster that he has made Americans nostalgic for Trump.
Like most former presidents, Trump is benefiting from a bump in public approval after leaving office. But unlike most former presidents, he is running to reclaim that office.
His challenge, therefore, is to harness Trump nostalgia by a) not saying things that remind voters why they disliked him, and b) reminding them what they liked about his presidency (his policies) and what they don't like about Biden's (the panoply of calamities he has unleashed at home and abroad).
This means Trump needs to avoid complaining about a stolen election and focus on the future. With many Americans apparently willing to forgive (or at least look past) his conduct on Jan. 6, he needs to stop referring to the Capitol rioters as "patriots" and "hostages." He needs to choose a running mate who signals stability, not disruption. He needs to persuade voters that electing him will not empower his party's lunatic fringe -- such as Marjorie Taylor Greene, Matt Gaetz and the other GOP legislative arsonists -- and simply replace left-wing chaos with right-wing chaos. (Trump's strong backing of House Speaker Mike Johnson against Greene's efforts to oust him is a good sign.) He needs to focus less on energizing his base, which remains solidly behind him, and more on winning over swing voters.
If Trump had received just 43,000 more votes in a few key states, the 2020 election might have had a different outcome. Such a marginal shift could be the difference between defeat and victory in 2024. He needs to court Americans who liked his policies but are uncertain about bringing him back to the White House -- and behave in a way that gives them permission to vote in their self-interest.
Does Trump have the discipline to do this? The election hinges on that question. Because if voters have to choose between two chaos candidates, Trump will lose. But if Trump can paint Biden as the chaos candidate -- and himself as a return to normalcy -- he can win.
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Sinema predicts the Senate filibuster's unfortunate demise 
The outgoing Arizona senator believes U.S. politics will get worse before it gets better.
By Jason Willick | 2024-05-09

Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I-Ariz.) speaks with reporters on Capitol Hill in May 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


"I do think that a future Senate will eliminate the filibuster," Sen. Kyrsten Sinema told me during a recent interview -- referring to the 60-vote requirement to pass most legislation -- "in order to have a short-term political gain."
Perhaps sooner than later. Former Democratic House speaker Nancy Pelosi wrote in a letter this week to the New York Times: "When we retake the House, hold the Senate and reelect Joe Biden in 2024, the filibuster must be pulled aside" to pass election-related bills. Some Senate Democrats are also calling for its elimination to pass abortion rights legislation.
Nor is the filibuster necessarily secure in a second Donald Trump presidency if Republicans win a decisive Senate majority this fall. Trump railed against the Senate norm for blocking some of his agenda in 2017 and 2018. Then-Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) rebuffed him at the time, but a newer crop of GOP senators might be more amenable.
Sinema, 47, once held the fate of the filibuster in her hands. In the 50-50 Senate after the 2020 election, Democrats advanced legislation that would have rewritten state election codes with no Republican support. Sinema supported the legislation, known as the Freedom to Vote Act -- but not blowing up the Senate's traditional protections for the minority party by proceeding on a party-line vote. In January 2022, she gave a forceful defense of the filibuster on the Senate floor. An attempt by Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) to invoke the "nuclear option" to advance the legislation was defeated.
As a result of her thwarting Democrats' hopes, Sinema's first term in the Senate will be her last. She changed her party affiliation from Democrat to independent later that year, but would have been outflanked in Arizona's 2024 Senate election from the Republican right and Democratic left. Her path to victory closing, Sinema announced in March she would not seek a second term.
In an April interview at her hideaway office in the Capitol, Sinema reflected on the vote that will define her Senate tenure: "There was never a moment in which I wasn't prepared to do exactly what I did."
Sinema's politics have moved from the left to the center over the course of her career. Regarding the filibuster, she has been more consistent than many Democrats. In 2017, with Trump in the White House, 32 Democratic senators signed a letter calling for the Senate to preserve the 60-vote legislative requirement. With Joe Biden in the White House, the Democratic signatories suddenly "changed their minds," Sinema noted -- "all of them," except for Joe Manchin III (D-W.Va.), who is also leaving the Senate after this year. The about-face wasn't "because of any change to the filibuster itself," Sinema said, but rather "the circumstances of who had power."
Once Democrats were in charge, the party's leaders and donors exerted massive pressure on Sinema to change her mind, too. Activists even pursued her into an Arizona State University restroom in October 2021. If "anyone thought that I would buckle or fold" Sinema told me, they were simply ignoring what she had "been saying for a decade."
Sinema was serving her first term in the House when the filibuster began to unravel. In November 2013, then-Majority Leader Harry M. Reid (D-Nev.) -- over apocalyptic warnings from McConnell -- eliminated the Senate's 60-vote threshold for confirming lower-court judges and executive branch officials.
Reid's goal was to confirm more of President Barack Obama's judicial nominees to the federal bench, "most of whom were, I'm sure, very highly qualified and deserved to be confirmed," Sinema told me. But that opened the door for Republicans to blow another hole in the filibuster for Supreme Court nominations a few years later. "That is how devolution works," Sinema said. The Democrats' curtailment of the filibuster under Obama ultimately facilitated the confirmation of Trump's nominees.
Sinema believes that if the Senate hadn't started hacking away at the filibuster for judges, Roe v. Wade would not have been overturned. Now that it has, Democratic senators want to restore abortion rights (which Sinema supports) by hacking away at the filibuster for legislation -- a new norm-violation that might not have been necessary if the Senate held to its norms in the first place.
The most sophisticated critics of the filibuster say that it paralyzes Congress, pushing more policymaking fights into the judiciary and undermining confidence in the courts. Sinema turns that argument on its head: The erosion of the filibuster, she told me, has hurt the courts. Maintaining the 60-vote threshold for judicial nominees would have forced judges to win bipartisan buy-in, she said, and "preserved Americans' beliefs about the independence of our judiciary."
As for the argument that the Senate can't pass anything so long as the minority party can block legislation with 41 votes, Sinema ticked off a list of Democratic-led bills from Biden's first term that cleared the filibuster threshold, many of which she helped craft -- on infrastructure (69-30), gun violence (65-33), computer chip manufacturing (64-33) and same-sex marriage (61-36). The Senate also passed a bipartisan bill, the Electoral Count Reform Act, to clarify the presidential election certification process in response to Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 election.
None achieved the kind of transformative change progressives wanted. But "getting everything you want right now," Sinema cautioned, can be self-defeating if guardrails are weakened in the process. For example, if Democrats eliminate the legislative filibuster, a future Republican majority could limit abortion rights nationally. If Democrats had successfully changed election rules nationally with a narrow Senate margin in 2022, Republicans could have done the same.
One puzzling aspect of the progressive hostility toward the filibuster is that many Democrats also believe they face a "structural disadvantage" in the Senate. That's the notion that because less-populous states such as Wyoming lean conservative, the GOP can win control of the upper chamber with fewer votes. If Democrats are more likely to be a minority in the Senate for structural reasons, shouldn't they want to hold on to the norms that ensure that senators in the minority have a say?
I put that point to Sinema, expecting her to embrace it. Instead, she rejected the idea of structural disadvantage altogether: "That is the purpose of the Senate," she said, appealing to the Constitution rather than democracy in the abstract. "The Senate was designed to be a body where all states had an equal voice." That's one feature that distinguishes it from the House.
One of Sinema's fears about eliminating the filibuster is that it would make the Senate more like the House, where "you don't have to negotiate, you don't have to compromise," and "you don't have to think about the staying power of your legislation."
She observed that the Senate has features "to slow it down on purpose." The upper chamber also rewards investing "time to build meaningful relationships with your colleagues based on trust." Sinema's view that Republicans can be negotiated with in good faith is part of what has infuriated progressives. She said that when a senator is being obstinate, "it's usually because that person has a need that is being ignored."
Yet today, "there are fewer institutionalists in the Senate," which is one reason Sinema believes the filibuster's days are numbered. Instead of trying to protect the chamber's distinctiveness, members want to wring maximum partisan gain from temporary stints in the majority.
The model of the Senate as a deliberative body standing apart from political passions is hard to sustain in an age of rising populism and declining trust in institutions. Sinema knows that, and thinks American politics "will probably get a little worse" before it gets better.
I suggested that some partisans think that the only way to make politics better is to finally get a majority that enables them to eliminate their opposition. "You're joking a little bit," she replied, "but not really," adding: "I hope that members of both political parties overcome that temptation."
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In the campaign against Donald Trump, do the ends justify the means?
President Biden has unveiled new policies to appease core voter groups. Some of them are worrying.
By Editorial Board | 2024-05-08

Left: President Biden on May 1. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post); right: Former president Donald Trump on June 13. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) (Demetrius Freeman and Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post/The Washington Post)


In recent months, the Biden administration has unveiled new positions and policies that clearly pander to core constituencies in the run-up to a November election in which the stakes, for both President Biden and the country as a whole, are as high as they have ever been. The problem is that some of these policies are quite bad -- even dangerous. The implicit rationale is that the ends -- denying former president Donald Trump another four years in office -- justify the means. To say as much is to restate the eternal dilemma of those who seek political power. How should we think about it in this case?
Of course, one person's pandering is another's strategic persuasion. Sometimes that means saying and doing things that go against a politician's professed principles. When the trade-offs are measured in lives saved or lost, though, it's no longer garden-variety political expediency.
Case in point: Mr. Biden's decision to delay -- for a second time -- a ban on menthol cigarettes, which has been under consideration by the Food and Drug Administration for years. In pure policy terms, the ban is a no-brainer, as we have previously noted. Flavored cigarettes entice people to start smoking and make it harder to stop, which is why the government banned fruit and chocolate flavors in 2009, leaving only menthol. The FDA estimates that a ban on menthols could prevent about 255,000 premature deaths over the next 40 years.
In health equity terms, this would be huge progress, since menthol smokers are disproportionately Black. Roughly 80 percent of Black smokers use menthol cigarettes, compared with only one-third of White smokers. In the long run, a ban on menthols could save hundreds of thousands of Black lives. In political terms, however, a ban might anger the 25 percent of usually Democratic Black voters who oppose the ban and whom Mr. Biden can ill afford to alienate in this close election.
According to a March survey in seven swing states, about 30 percent of Black men said they definitely or probably will vote for Mr. Trump. To be sure, few voters of any race are likely to choose based on the menthol ban alone. And let it be noted that Democrats playing politics with public health are, to some extent, responding in kind to Republicans. This year, a pro-Trump dark money group funded a mailing to approximately 75,000 Democratic primary voters in South Carolina criticizing Mr. Biden over the proposed menthol ban. Yet Democrats are scrapping for every vote.
Then there's the kind of pandering that is less obviously dangerous but still violates common sense and principle. Months after Japan's Nippon Steel agreed to buy U.S. Steel for $14.1 billion in December, Mr. Biden expressed opposition to the deal, saying it was vital for the company to remain "domestically owned and operated." This was a straight-out sop to the United Steelworkers union. At an April meeting with its members, Mr. Biden -- sounding very much like the jingoistic Mr. Trump -- said the company "should remain totally American."
Of course, Japan isn't some random country, much less a U.S. adversary. It is a close ally and a democracy. Nippon Steel, a private firm, made a better offer for U.S. Steel than any U.S.-based competitor. It also pledged to honor all existing union contracts. The notion that the government should bar U.S. Steel from making such a favorable transaction for the sake of what amounts to "vibes" defies reason. That isn't surprising, since it's essentially Mr. Trump's position on the issue, too.
To repeat, Mr. Trump's reelection is the kind of nightmare scenario any responsible politician would go to great lengths to prevent. But there have to be limits; for example, Democrats have been wrong to support extremist Republican primary contenders against GOP moderates who oppose Mr. Trump, based on the latter's greater electability against Democrats.
So far, admittedly, those gambits have not backfired: Democrats have ended up winning the races in question. Which brings us to our final point about the menthol ban delay and other such policy gambits: At least they're reversible. The FDA could revisit the ban after the election, and the ultimate decision on the U.S. Steel sale awaits input from regulators. On the other hand, a Trump victory could eliminate any chance of a good policy outcome in either case. So trim your principles, Democrats, and pander away. Just remember: The only thing worse than playing Machiavelli for a good cause is playing Machiavelli for a good cause and losing.
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The high cost of failing to contain China
Plus, readers debate George F. Will on whether nuclear war or climate change is the greater risk.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-05-08

U.S. troops watch as a Javelin missile hits a target at sea during a training exercise on Monday in the Philippines. (Ezra Acayan/Getty Images)


In Fareed Zakaria's May 5 op-ed, "A hawkish strategy on China is a big mistake," he argued in response to our recent  Foreign Affairs article, "No Substitute for Victory: America's Competition With China Must Be Won, Not Managed," that it's simply too hard to contain America's primary adversary. But his view that U.S.-China relations are on the upswing is mistaken. And while Mr. Zakaria laid out the risks of countering China, he didn't tally the costs of failing to act at this crucial juncture.
The heart of our position, as Mr. Zakaria noted, is that the Biden administration's policy of "managing competition" with Beijing is a rehash of the failed "detente" policies that Washington employed in the 1970s to cope with a militarily resurgent Soviet Union. We argue that this is a dangerous policy because it breeds complacency by the American people and signals weakness to Beijing at a time when Chinese leader Xi Jinping is fostering international chaos and advancing a global vision hostile to democracies.
Recent events have proved our point. Far from Mr. Zakaria's contention that "tensions have in fact calmed down" recently between Washington and Beijing, the Biden administration's conciliatory approach has in reality been met with hostility from Beijing. China has sold skyrocketing amounts of crucial materiel to Russia for use in its war in Europe and offered growing diplomatic support for Iran and its terrorist proxies such as Hamas. Xi's government subsidizes companies supplying the illegal fentanyl trade responsible for the overdoses that are now, as The Post has reported, the leading cause of death for Americans between the ages of 18 and 49. Secretary of State Antony Blinken even cited new evidence of "attempts to influence and arguably interfere" in U.S. elections.
Mr. Zakaria objected to our vision for a policy of calling out and imposing costs on Beijing for the harm it is doing to the United States and its allies. He argued China's economy is too big and too well integrated into the world economy for a Ronald Reagan-inspired Cold War policy to work and that U.S. allies would prefer to placate Beijing than confront it. He's not wrong that this strategy would have challenges, but we believe he overestimated the difficulty -- and underestimated the benefits -- of succeeding.
During the Cold War, the Soviet Union was the world's second biggest economy, as China is today. The CIA estimated that the Soviet economy in the mid-1970s reached 57 percent of the size of the U.S. economy, just shy of the International Monetary Fund's recent estimate that China's economy is about 65 percent of U.S. gross domestic product. But the United States often overestimated Soviet economic growth during the Cold War, and the same is almost certainly true with respect to China's economy today.
It is true that China and the United States do vastly greater bilateral trade than the United States ever did with the Soviet Union and that China (unlike the Soviet Union) has a "mixture of private and public sector" companies, as Mr. Zakaria noted. But the Soviet economy traded more heavily with other parts of the world than many people recall. And China's semiprivate, ruling-party-led, autarkic economic model shouldn't deter us from pursuing a hard-nosed policy any more than the eerily similar economic model of 1930s Germany should have intimidated us into paralysis back then.
As for the argument that some of our allies are reluctant to contain our primary adversary: What else is new? Reagan was deeply frustrated that some Western European countries -- West Germany in particular -- increased their dependency on Russian energy exports in the 1980s. This didn't dissuade Reagan. In the end, European countries followed Washington's lead and leveraged Soviet reliance on their markets to their advantage -- much the way industrialized democracies can make China's overreliance on access to our markets today a liability for Beijing.
In addition to these substantive disagreements, much of the rest of Mr. Zakaria's column caricatured our article as advocating something like a regime change strategy toward China. That is an unfortunate diversion, especially because we explicitly disavowed such a policy.
We hope Mr. Zakaria does not object to our first goal of dissuading China's leaders from trying to prevail in a hot or cold conflict with the United States and its friends, given that Beijing is providing decisive material support to Russia's war in Europe, serving up diplomatic and propaganda support for Iran's proxy wars in the Middle East, and moving to seize territory in the South China Sea administered by the Philippines, a U.S. ally.
And we question why he should find it "reckless" and "dangerous" for us -- or for any American -- to express hope that Chinese citizens will someday find inspiration to explore new models of development and governance that don't rely on repression at home and compulsive hostility abroad, as we did in Foreign Affairs. That has been the goal of most U.S. presidents since Woodrow Wilson -- and with good reason. It's an essential American idea.
Mike Gallagher,  Green Bay, Wis.
Matt Pottinger, Palo Alto, Calif.
Mr. Gallagher is a former Republican congressman from Wisconsin and served as chairman of the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party. Mr. Pottinger is chairman of the China program at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies and author of the forthcoming book "The Boiling Moat: Urgent Steps to Defend Taiwan."
Regarding George F. Will's May 2 op-ed, "The forgotten election issue: Nuclear war":
I applaud Mr. Will's concern about the seemingly forgotten nuclear threat, which he illustrated in his recent op-ed. But I am saddened that someone so thoughtful and observant appears to discount what he described as "hysteria" about the "distant threat of climate change." Reporting by The Post and many other publications has for years outlined the causes and devastating effects of global warming that have already occurred. While climate change does not threaten the instantaneous annihilation of a nuclear war, it could bring an existential end -- and sooner than most expect. In my view, the United States needs a president who understands the critical nature of both threats.
With these concerns in mind, I hope Mr. Will might remind his readers that in one of his first acts in office, President Biden called for a five-year extension of the U.S.-Russian agreement limiting strategic nuclear weapons, which was about to expire. Russian President  Vladimir Putin agreed, even though President Donald Trump had rejected the same proposal when Mr. Putin offered it. In 2019, Mr. Trump withdrew the United States from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, signed by President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev in 1987, which had eliminated both parties' medium-range nuclear missiles. And in 2020, Mr. Trump withdrew the United States from the Open Skies Treaty, which built confidence and reduced the danger of miscalculations that could lead to nuclear war. I offer these data points in strong agreement with Mr. Will that voters should take the risk of nuclear war into account when they cast their ballots on Nov. 5.
Anne Gruner, McLean
The writer was an intelligence adviser to Ambassador Paul Nitze during the negotiations of the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty.
George F. Will's column draws needed attention to Annie Jacobsen's book "Nuclear War: A Scenario," a much-needed reminder of the growing danger of nuclear war and the urgent need to prevent it. Unfortunately, in his conclusion, Mr. Will falls back on the old Cold War assumption, "Talk of 'banning the bomb' is pointless." Jacobsen's book is a profoundly convincing argument that that is exactly what we must do.
As Mr. Will himself pointed out, "Humanity's survival depends on statesmanship and luck -- as much the latter as the former." But luck doesn't last forever, and the policy of all nuclear-armed states -- a hope for perpetual good luck -- is wildly unrealistic. If these weapons are not removed, it would be a question of "when" not "if" they will be used.
The Back from the Brink campaign and House Resolution 77  call on the United States to acknowledge that the existence of nuclear weapons is the greatest security threat we face and to negotiate their elimination with the other eight nuclear-armed states. We cannot know that such an initiative will succeed, but there is no reason to assume it will fail. And there is no downside to trying. If we fail, we are no worse off than we are today. If we succeed, we can save the world.
Ira Helfand, Northampton, Mass.
The writer is a past president of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War.
George F. Will's recent op-ed argued that voters should care more about the risk of nuclear war than the threat of climate change. But by his own logic, climate change ought to be a larger factor in determining who is fit to be president.
If nuclear weapons are "here forever," if "talk of 'banning the bomb' is pointless," if humanity's survival depends more on "luck" than diplomacy and if any leader anywhere in the world decides to pull the nuclear trigger, events would cascade into disaster, and very little would depend on the identity of the U.S. president.
Climate change, however, is an actionable issue. But whether that action is taken depends on who next leads the United States. The president is in a position to affect the actions this country will take, and the example it will set globally, in addressing climate-related decisions. So, to my mind, this, not the ongoing possibility of nuclear war, is the far more pressing concern when it comes to selecting a president this year -- as well as in future years.
Daniel W. Keiper, Falls Church
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Jail for Trump could be the best thing that happened to him
Plus: Brittney Griner's memoir. Macron's thirst traps. The border non-crisis?
By Drew Goins | 2024-05-08
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Brittney Griner leaves a Russian court in Moscow on July 26, 2022. 


Reading Brittney Griner's account of the events leading up to her detention in Russia two years ago, you can see her life slipping out of her control, bit by bit: her passport, one carry-on bag, then another conveyed away from her on the airport security belt.
As she describes the search of those bags -- "next he pulled out the heap of charger cords, as tangled as my insides" -- you are right there with her. Finally, out come the two almost-empty cartridges of cannabis oil that would land her in a foreign prison for more than nine months.
Griner's retelling for Post Opinions is adapted from her new memoir about the nightmare ordeal, "Coming Home." Obviously, we know the story's end -- right there in the title, thank heaven -- as well as its gnarly middle.
But still, as Griner's narration propels her (and us) toward disaster, you find yourself longing for an out. The tipping point comes as Russian agents pressure Griner into signing a document she cannot read. No, no, no, no, no.
She relents eventually, with the thought that turned out so horribly wrong: "Maybe if I sign this, I can go."
Chaser: On Monday, when imprisoned Russian dissident Vladimir Kara-Murza was awarded a Pulitzer Prize for his commentary opposing the Putin regime, Evgenia Kara-Murza, his wife, spoke on his behalf in The Post newsroom. Here, you can watch video, produced by Shih-Wei Chou, of the moving speech.
"For nearly a decade, [Donald] Trump has been the nation's main chaos agent," Dana Milbank writes. "He causes the mayhem, and the rest of us have to react, adjust, adapt and try to stay calm. But for one day, somebody else was causing the chaos, and Trump and his lawyers were the ones who had to react and adapt."
Enter Stormy Daniels.
Dana's column captures in all its glory the adult-film actress's barnburner of a day testifying in the hush money trial of the former president. There are the outbursts of laughter, the salacious accusations, the questioning about sex positions and condom use, the mugging for the cameras that weren't even there.
In other words, Dana writes, Daniels "pulled a Trump on Trump."
As delicious as this flip is, Dana worries: "There's no way to know whether the Daniels testimony will hurt Trump or only make him look persecuted. Jurors were visibly uncomfortable during parts of her testimony."
Ruth Marcus zooms out to assess this problem vis-a-vis the trial writ large. She sees a way in which Trump could turn his gag order and general humiliation into a "political windfall." The man who has always made himself out as a victim has a particularly powerful opportunity in the threat of a brief jailing for violating a judge's gag order.
"The bed won't be as comfy as his Trump Tower mattress," Ruth writes, "but the martyrdom in the eyes of his fans might be worth it."

(twp)


From Catherine Rampell's column on the border cri ... well, can we still call it a crisis?
Sure, especially if you're a Republican. Illegal crossings are still historically high, but the sharp drop (during a time of year when crossings usually increase) is making the talking point less and less credible.
Mostly, Mexico is to thank. Our neighbor to the south stepped up a whole range of efforts to stop migrants from reaching its northern border. Other allies, too, are cracking down on smuggling or just absorbing more migrants themselves.
But as Catherine points out, countries do not simply do this out of the goodness of their hearts. "Deportation and migration are at heart diplomatic issues," she writes, and one candidate this cycle is a whole lot better at garnering global goodwill than the other.
Emmanuel Macron recently released some photos of his biceps bulging during a boxing workout. Once you're done looking at those (no judgment), let Lee Hockstader explain why the French president is punching below his weight.
Macron is exactly right in his warnings about the existential threat Europe faces from Russian aggression and U.S. disengagement, Lee writes, but his weak position at home makes him a horrible messenger. Lee surveys the slew of contradictions and hypocrisies, especially over European integration, that plague him.
"At this point in his presidency -- his standing diminished, his archrivals ascendant," Lee writes, "his words amount to little more than a glancing blow in the fight over Europe's future."
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Another nightmare:
Trump trades ka-ching for the clink,
Emerges martyred
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Netanyahu shuts down Al Jazeera over Gaza war coverage
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Israel closing Al Jazeera's operations there.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-05-08

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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I'm Jewish. Here's why I voted against the Antisemitism Awareness Act.
Combating antisemitism is vital, but the bill the House just passed is not the right way to do it.
By Jerry Nadler | 2024-05-08

President Biden speaks at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum's Day of Remembrance ceremony at the Capitol on Tuesday. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/Reuters)


Jerry Nadler represents New York's 12th Congressional District and is the ranking Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee.
As protests over the Israel-Gaza war have heightened the debate over the line between constitutionally protected speech and antisemitism, the House passed a bill last week that supporters say is intended to combat anti-Jewish speech on campus. On its face, the Antisemitism Awareness Act might seem like legislation that I, as an observant Jew, a proud Zionist, a strong supporter of Israel and a member of Congress who has spent a career fighting antisemitism, would easily support.
Instead, I voted against it, as did several other Jewish members of Congress. While I support the sentiment expressed by its sponsors, this bill does nothing to fight antisemitism in any meaningful way. Instead, it merely tinkers with definitions and could ultimately make investigating antisemitism on campuses more difficult in the future. In addition to trampling the free-speech rights of students and professors, this bill was disingenuously designed to split the Democratic caucus and score cheap political points.
Specifically, the bill would require the Education Department's Office for Civil Rights to use the definition of antisemitism put forth by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, and only this definition, when investigating claims of antisemitism on campus. This might not seem like a big deal, but the IHRA definition includes examples of antisemitism that might sweep in perfectly valid criticism of the state of Israel that, alone, does not necessarily constitute unlawful harassment or antisemitism.
To be clear, I strongly disagree with the anti-Israel sentiments being expressed at certain campus protests. I do not believe Israel is a racist endeavor, nor do I think it's appropriate to draw comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis.
But categorically banning this kind of speech, as the Antisemitism Awareness Act threatens to do, is antithetical to our values as Americans -- which, as a member of Congress and a lawyer who has fought in Congress to protect the right to free speech, I am bound to defend, even if I strongly disagree. As written, this bill could strip students and professors of their right to engage with others and with their college administrations on a critical matter of national importance. I want my Jewish community to feel safe on campus, but I do not need it shielded from controversial views simply because those views are unpopular.
Kenneth Stern, meanwhile, the lead author of the IHRA definition, has opposed codifying his work for a slightly different reason. In 2019, in the face of a similar proposal from the Trump administration, Stern wrote that the IHRA definition "was never intended to be a campus hate speech code." It is supposed to be, instead, a tool for helping us monitor antisemitism "over time and across borders." He did not want us to freeze his definition, or any other, into law, because context matters and changes over time. What constitutes antisemitism on a college campus in New York City today might be a different sort of problem in a different setting years from now. In time, we might also come to understand that additional conduct constitutes a new kind of antisemitic threat, and that some of what is in this particular definition is no longer relevant.
Freezing a single definition of "antisemitism" into law, then, is remarkably shortsighted. The approach manages to be both over-inclusive and under-inclusive, as well as remarkably subjective. For the same reason, federal civil rights laws largely avoid codifying terms such as "racism" and "bigotry." In practice, the flexibility to "know it when you see it" is the best defense against hateful speech and actions, which evolve along with the culture.
If Congress is serious about fighting antisemitism, there is a better way. Last year, the Biden administration outlined a comprehensive National Strategy to Counter Antisemitism. The cornerstone of this effort was a proposal to increase enforcement against antisemitism on campus by the Office for Civil Rights. President Biden proposed a 27 percent increase in funding to the office for that purpose; House Republicans countered with a 25 percent decrease in funds. Congress "compromised" by holding funding flat.
I find that unacceptable. If we are going to effectively and meaningfully protect students on campus, then we must back up existing protection by fully funding the Office for Civil Rights so it has the resources and infrastructure it needs to keep up with the rise of antisemitic incidents on campuses. The bipartisan Countering Antisemitism Act by Rep. Kathy Manning (D-N.C.) does just that by codifying Biden's national strategy into law, and I hope that the Senate will take up that bill instead.
In the face of a dangerous and disconcerting rise in antisemitism on and off college campuses, it's easy to find comfort in quick, feel-good solutions to complicated problems. But trampling our rights and making the fight against antisemitism harder for future students will put us further from our goal.
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Should the prosecution avoid Michael Cohen? I answered your questions.
Read the transcript of Jennifer Rubin's chat from May 8, 2024.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-05-08
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and a Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. Read the chat transcript below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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GOP talking points are out of date. Border crossings have plummeted.
As it turns out, having good relationships with allies matters for immigration control.
By Catherine Rampell | 2024-05-08

Migrants from India who crossed the U.S.-Mexico border in Jacumba Hot Springs, Calif., on April 27. (Go Nakamura/Reuters)


Psst. Have you heard? Illegal border crossings are down. Way down.
From the last four months of 2023 to the first four months of 2024, illegal crossings at the U.S. southwestern border fell a whopping 40 percent, according to U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Such crossings usually rise in the early months of a calendar year, as the weather warms, so this number might even understate the turnaround.
Two takeaways from this development: First, the standard GOP (and media) talking points about the "border crisis" are woefully out of date. Second: Anyone who cares about border security should support a presidential candidate with (ahem) good diplomatic relationships.
The latest trends at the border have earned precious little coverage, despite immigration featuring prominently this election cycle. Presumably, Republicans aren't eager to tout the progress, which threatens Donald Trump's narrative that only he can halt the migrant "invasion." Biden  administration officials have talked a little about these numbers, but they seem loath to prematurely declare victory. (And to be fair, April's border apprehensions, at around 130,000, remain high by historical standards.)
So what explains the recent declines?
Texas claims its legally dubious border measures deserve credit, but the timing of the state's actions doesn't quite fit the trends. Instead, other factors have likely eased pressures.
Some relate to President Biden's domestic policies, such as creating more pathways for lawful entry, which reduce migrants' incentive to brave dangerous terrain and show up at our border unannounced. The biggest factors, though, appear to be measures not from the United States directly but from our allies. Most significantly: Mexico.
Most migrants crossing illegally from Mexico into the United States are not Mexican nationals. They're citizens of other countries, such as Guatemala and Ecuador, who transit through our southern neighbor. In early December, Mexico's immigration agency ran out of funds to continue its migrant deportations and transfers. Not coincidentally, that is when unlawful crossings from Mexico into the United States peaked.
But by the end of the month, after negotiations with Biden and his top aides, the Mexican president committed to providing more funding and military resources to address irregular migration. This included military patrols, highway checkpoints and busing migrants en masse from northern Mexico (i.e., closer to the United States) to southern Mexico. As my colleague Nick Miroff recently reported, Mexican authorities have been intercepting about 8,000 U.S.-bound migrants daily.
"It's mostly about Mexico's interdiction efforts, especially the ongoing efforts to stop migrants from getting to the U.S.-Mexico border," said Aaron Reichlin-Melnick, policy director at the American Immigration Council. "That came after negotiations with the Biden administration."
Whether Mexico's efforts will continue at full force in the months ahead is unclear. The country's previous crackdowns eventually petered out, when pressures built up on Mexico's own southern border. Lower-level officials who enforce Mexico's transit restrictions have also proved susceptible to bribes.
Fortunately, though, Mexico isn't our only friend that has stepped up.
Other allies have worked harder to ensure that they're not facilitating smuggling networks. Spain, for example, has implemented more transit visas, particularly for populations known to use Spain as a transit point to Latin America (and from there, into the United States).
Some of our allies -- such as Canada, Greece and Spain (again) -- have also opened up more legal pathways for migrants to work in their countries. This is happening partly because these countries need more laborers as their native-born populations age. But here, too, U.S. leadership and Biden's relationship with key allies have encouraged other countries to share more of the global burden of mass migration.
"I cannot overstate the importance of these new labor pathways abroad," a Homeland Security official told me. "Economic opportunity is an incredibly significant driver of migration patterns, including to the United States."
Mass migration is a global problem, which requires global solutions. Likewise, U.S. border challenges are not exclusively, or even primarily, about securing our southern border; they require dealing with migration routes that begin thousands of miles away. That's one reason the GOP's myopic focus on "building the wall" failed to curb migration during the Trump era. Trump supporters have conveniently forgotten that border crossings spiked in 2019 to their highest levels in over a decade and were reversed only when the coronavirus pandemic temporarily disrupted international migration patterns.
Deportation and migration are at heart diplomatic issues. Solving them requires having strong relationships with our allies -- especially Mexico, which will likely elect its first female president next month.
But it's not only Mexico; we need friends in countries much farther away and at all points in between. "There are people, today, making a decision in India to pay $60,000 to smugglers to get them to the United States," said Reichlin-Melnick. "This is not a problem that a wall would solve."
All of which is to say that voters who value secure borders should consider which presidential candidate proves better at forging and maintaining cooperative relationships with our allies. If you think that's Trump, then boy, do I have a border bridge to sell you.
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D.C. settles with two women who accused ex-Bowser aide of sexual harassment
The women's complaints led to the sudden resignation last March of of John Falcicchio, Bowser's chief of staff and deputy mayor for planning and economic development.
By Michael Brice-Saddler, Paul Schwartzman | 2024-05-09

John Falcicchio, then-deputy mayor for planning and economic development, with D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser in the Adams Morgan neighborhood on March 6, 2023. Falcicchio resigned later that month. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


The District government said Thursday it has reached a settlement with two women who filed sexual harassment complaints against a former top adviser to Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D).
In a statement, the Mayor's Office of Legal Counsel said "confidentiality provisions" did not allow the city to detail the terms of the settlements with the women, whose complaints led to the sudden resignation last March of John Falcicchio, Bowser's chief of staff and deputy mayor for planning and economic development.
Falcicchio's departure cost the mayor her closest confidant, a political adviser who had helped her navigate countless crises and three successful mayoral campaigns. In his duel roles at City Hall, Falcicchio, 44, was arguably the second most powerful official in D.C. government.
The two employees accused Falcicchio of prolonged sexual harassment, including unwanted sexual advances and lewd messages. Investigations led by the MOLC office substantiated the allegations made by both employees.
MOLC confirmed the settlements after Mark Seagraves of NBC4 reported the resolutions on the social media platform X. A person with knowledge of the matter who was not authorized to discuss it publicly said the settlement with one of the women involved a cash payment of less than $500,000.
Falcicchio did not answer the phone or respond to a text message, and his attorney, Grace Speights, did not respond to a request for comment. Falcicchio declined MOLC's request for an interview during the office's investigation of the complaints. He has not commented publicly about the allegations or MOLC's findings.
Debra S. Katz and Kayla Morin, the attorneys representing the two accusers, declined to detail the terms of the settlements. The attorneys, in a statement, said that the city's sexual harassment policy had "allowed his behavior to go unchecked for too long."
Under pressure to review her administration's 2017 sexual harassment policy, Bowser in November released new guidelines that included an updated definition of sexual harassment and other changes intended to offer clarity to government employees.
One month earlier, in October, The Washington Post found through a records request that about 300 D.C. employees had lodged sexual harassment complaints since the 2017 policy went into effect.
Members of the D.C. Council last summer questioned whether it was sufficient for Bowser's legal office, which reports to the mayor, to investigate the complaints.
In July, lawmakers passed an emergency measure ordering a third party to review the MOLC's findings and investigate further. The Office of the Inspector General retained the law firm of Arnold & Porter, which is expected to deliver its findings to the council and mayor's office by Friday's deadline, according to David Connerty-Marin, a spokesman for Council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), who introduced the legislation.
Connerty-Marin said Thursday that the law requires the inspector general to provide "findings and recommendations" to the mayor and council. In a letter last year, the inspector general's office said the report's findings will comply with applicable privacy laws and will be redacted as appropriate.
The law firm was also asked to review claims made in the two complaints that the MOLC said were outside the scope of its investigation, including concerns around workplace culture and hiring and promotion practices within Falcicchio's office.
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D.C.-area forecast: Showers hold down heat today ahead of cool weekend
Lack of warmth today should reduce, but may not eliminate, severe storm chances. Highs this weekend are only in the 60s.
By David Streit | 2024-05-09
As noted in our original forecast below, the chance for severe thunderstorms has dropped significantly over the region today because cool air has snuck into the area. The warm front -- which we previously thought might help trigger severe storms -- will probably stay too far to our south to allow for the steamy air we need to support severe weather.
"Severe potential appears isolated and marginal at best," the National Weather Service Storm Prediction Center wrote early this morning. "As such, severe probabilities over much of the region have been reduced."

The severe storm risk maps for today issued by the National Weather Service on Wednesday (left) and Thursday (right). 


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
6/10: Hours of showers are good for flowers.
Our foray into summer is over, as cooler air steadily pushes into the region over the next two days. Below-normal temperatures hold through the weekend and, of course, there is an ever-present shower risk. At least  any showers should be spotty and on the light side, so don't give up on outdoor activities.
Today (Thursday): Remnants of storms that hit the Midwest and Tennessee Valley on Wednesday scatter showers across the region, especially in the morning. By afternoon, showers should be more spotty but a possible storm or two could pop up late, especially south and southwest of the District. Light winds are from the east, so it's not as warm -- and that should reduce storm intensity. The chance of severe storms has dropped but should still be watched. Highs are in the low to mid-70s. Confidence: Medium
Tonight: Showers and possibly a few storms -- mainly south and southeast of the Beltway -- linger into the evening, so keep the umbrella handy. Light east winds persist with lows ranging through the 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Winds (occasionally gusty) from the northwest help push cooler air steadily into the area. Showers could pop up throughout the day, but they are most likely in the afternoon. Highs are mainly in the low to mid-60s, so a jacket might be a good thing. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Shower threats diminish in the evening, but clouds persist through the night. Northwest winds continue to push down temperatures as lows fall to the upper 40s to lower 50s. Confidence: Medium-High

Light rain and drizzle at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on May 4. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


We finally get a little more in the way of sun Saturday morning. However, a quick-moving wave of showers coming out of the Great Lakes arrives by the afternoon with scattered showers possible, potentially lingering through much of the night. Highs hold in the low to mid-60s, with overnight lows in the upper 40s to lower 50s. Confidence: Medium
It still looks like we can't shake shower risks on Sunday either, but amounts remain very light and scattered. Sun should sneak through on occasion helping to warm the area to the mid- to upper 60s. Clouds diminish overnight with lows again in the upper 40s to lower 50s. Confidence: Medium
Monday should finally give us a day free of shower threats under partly sunny skies. Highs climb to the low to mid-70s. Confidence: Medium
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33 arrested as D.C. police clear George Washington University encampment
Police moved on the encampment hours before the D.C. mayor and police chief were set to testify on Capitol Hill about it. The hearing has since been canceled. 
By Peter Hermann, Lauren Lumpkin, Emily Davies, Omari Daniels | 2024-05-09

D.C. police began clearing a pro-Palestinian encampment at George Washington University early May 8 and made several arrests, authorities said.


After resisting repeated pleas from George Washington University to clear a pro-Palestinian encampment from the school's grounds, D.C. police on Wednesday became the latest department in the country to forcibly remove such campus protesters, as officers swept through a tent city erected blocks from the White House.
Moving in before dawn, members of the department's civil disturbance unit arrested 33 people and skirmished with some demonstrators, police said. Officers fired pepper spray three times at people they said tried to push through a line of officers on Pennsylvania Avenue NW, just off the Foggy Bottom campus, according to police.
The 3 a.m. sweep came hours before Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and Police Chief Pamela A. Smith were set to testify on Capitol Hill about why they had declined to take action. The mayor and chief said there was no connection between the operation and the scheduled hearing, at which they stood to be grilled by Republicans who have asserted that D.C. is unable or incapable of controlling its streets.
Demonstrators protesting Israel's war in Gaza have roiled college campuses across the country, forcing cancellations of commencements and causing classes to be shifted from in-person to virtual.

Congresswomen hold a press conference after police cleared an encampment at George Washington University on May 8, arresting 33 anti-war protesters.


Over the past two weeks, police departments have responded to requests from school officials with force, including Columbia University in New York and the University of California at Los Angeles. In exchanges aired on TV news and in videos widely disseminated online, officers in riot gear have deployed chemical irritants to disperse crowds. These were images that D.C. officials said they wanted to avoid. More than 2,300 protesters have been arrested nationwide, according to a tally by The Washington Post.
Until Wednesday, the D.C. police force had been an outlier, resisting pressure from George Washington University and largely Republican members of Congress to act. Some demonstrations on campuses nationwide have included hateful or antisemitic speech appearing sympathetic to the Palestinian militant group Hamas. At GWU, demonstrators had chanted for the school to cut ties to Israel and for the end of the Jewish state.
The encampment at GWU began April 25 and university officials had asked D.C. police to clear it from their private property, declaring its occupants to be illegal trespassers.
But Bowser said the encampment had remained largely peaceful until Thursday. Smith said conditions deteriorated over the weekend, when she asserted that authorities "began to see an escalation in the volatility of the protests." Smith said police learned of items that could be used as weapons and uncovered evidence that demonstrators were planning to occupy a campus building, similar to what happened at Columbia. Police said investigators believed demonstrators involved in the protest there had come to D.C.

Protesters clash with police officers outside the George Washington University encampment on Wednesday. (Jordan Tovin for The Washington Post)


Smith said she concluded Monday that "we needed to change our posture." She and the mayor said safety concerns, not the looming congressional hearing, drove their decision. The hearing was canceled, and Republican leaders quickly claimed credit for forcing D.C. police to end the demonstration
Those leaders cast the initial refusal of the city to act as a failure combat antisemitism. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) said that "it should not require threatening to haul D.C.'s mayor before Congress to keep Jewish students at George Washington University safe."
At the same time, representatives of pro-Palestinian groups accused Bowser of bowing to pressure from Republican lawmakers, citing Rep. James Comer (R-Ky.), chairman of the House Oversight Committee, which had called Bowser and Smith to the hearing. "Comer is a Republican bully and Muriel E. Bowser is, too," said Nee Nee Taylor, executive director of Harriet's Wildest Dreams, a local Black-led mutual aid and community defense organization. "Fighting for human rights is not antisemitic."
Gathered at Freedom Plaza outside the city's Wilson Building, supporters of the demonstrators also criticized GWU President Ellen M. Granberg and D.C. police.
"The tactics used last night were disgusting, shameful, but not at all surprising," said the Rev. Dayna Edwards, who had been providing spiritual support to students in the encampment. "[D.C. police] raided the encampment while students slept, escalating unprompted into a full assault."

Demonstrators shield their eyes during a clash with D.C. police near the encampment. (Jordan Tovin for The Washington Post)


Later, Reps. Cori Bush (D-Mo.) and Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.) spoke in front of the U.S. Capitol, where GWU students shared their experiences in the encampment and during the police raid. "They think they can intimidate and erase the overwhelming voices for peace and justice," Bush said. "They think they can jail dissenters and silence the wide consensus among people in this country that there should be an immediate and permanent cease-fire."
D.C. Council member Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) called the police action a "stain on the city and on democracy." He described the encampment as peaceful and said his talks with demonstrators revealed "they made space for multiple truths at the same time," including the Oct. 7 Hamas attack that killed 1,200 people in Israel and the more than 30,000 deaths in the Gaza Strip during the war that followed.
Officials at George Washington said Wednesday that the school "is open and operating normally," with final exams proceeding and commencement on schedule for May 19. They said that D.C. and campus police will maintain a presence at University Yard, the site of the encampment, which will be closed until after graduation, and that further demonstrations will require a reservation and be restricted in other ways, such as a ban on sound amplification.
D.C. police and university officials were unable by Wednesday afternoon to say how many of the 33 people arrested are students at the school. Their names were not immediately released. Police and the university asserted that the demonstration had been co-opted by outsiders.

Protesters try to remove pepper spray from their eyes and off their bodies on Wednesday. (Jordan Tovin for The Washington Post)


At a news conference Wednesday, Bowser said an earlier D.C. police presence around the encampment had allowed people with varying viewpoints to have their say. She said that for the most part, "as tensions have escalated on campuses across the country, our community has been measured with our words and actions."
But university officials had pleaded with the Bowser administration to send in police as early as April 26, a day after the encampment began. At that point, city officials described the demonstration as small and relatively peaceful. City officials said police had massed to clear the demonstrators but that Smith called them off at the last minute.
The university then tried other measures. It offered an alternative place to demonstrate, then barricaded the encampment, allowing people inside to leave but no one to enter, hoping it would fizzle out.
Then the university suspended several students. Days later, people in the encampment tore down the barricades and merged their group with other demonstrators on H Street NW, a public street not in control of the university. The tent encampment grew to about 200 people.

Demonstrators move away from D.C. police outside George Washington University. (Jordan Tovin for The Washington Post)


On Friday, Bowser praised the city's response in a statement, supporting the chief's decision to delay police action as members of Congress -- including at least one Democrat -- and university officials continued to ratchet up pressure on the city to move against the demonstrators.
On Sunday, Granberg issued a statement saying the school was running out of options. She noted repeated pleas for D.C. police to help and called the encampment "not a peaceful protest." She said that it "has grown into what can only be classified as an illegal and potentially dangerous occupation of GW property," and that demonstrators had intimidated students "with antisemitic images and hateful rhetoric."
Early Tuesday, GWU's Student Government Association released a statement saying its members "firmly stand behind our students and their right to free speech, assembly, and peaceful protests." Demonstrators disputed Granberg's assertions as "deeply misleading" and said she had rejected requests to meet with them, according to the school's student newspaper, the GW Hatchet.
In her statement, Granberg said the university police force, whose officers have arrest powers, were "not equipped" to manage the demonstration.
Meanwhile, Smith said her officers were keeping a close eye on the encampment. Hints of trouble began Thursday, she said, when a demonstrator assaulted a university police officer by ripping an object from her hand. Later that weekend, she said, a counterprotester reported being assaulted. On Tuesday night, demonstrators marched to the university president's residence.

Protesters outside DC Metro Training Academy greet those arrested during the clearing of the GWU encampment Wednesday. (Jordan Tovin/For The Washington Post)


Early Tuesday, Smith said officers issued six warnings to disperse from the encampment on private property, and many people did. Smith said 30 people remaining in the encampment were then arrested, 29 on charges of unlawful entry and one on a charge of assaulting a police officer.
Smith said a second group of demonstrators from outside the encampment tried to reach the people being arrested, and officers used pepper spray three times on those who were pushing or punching officers. Three people in that group were taken into custody and charged with assaulting police, for a total of 33 arrests, authorities said.

Demonstrators clash with police at 21st and H streets NW. (Jordan Tovin for The Washington Post)


Granberg also issued a statement Wednesday night, calling the past two weeks "some of the most profoundly challenging times in our community's shared history." She said administrators "recognize that many people in our community on all sides are hurting right now," but she also said "it is unfortunate that the behavior and actions of many protesters ultimately required significant police intervention, and GW will continue to pursue accountability for those involved."
After the police operation concluded, Bowser told reporters that she had spoken with Comer about the hearing, scheduled for 1 p.m. She said that Comer "expressed his interest in making the sure the city and the chief could focus on this ongoing operation" and that she thought the hearing was unlikely to happen.
The lawmaker -- who visited the encampment on May 1, along with other Republican representatives -- confirmed the cancellation but said in a statement that "it took the threat of a potential Oversight Committee hearing for Mayor Bowser to finally act." He said that before the hearing had been scheduled, "it was apparent that the D.C. police force was not going to do their job."
Martin Weil, Meagan Flynn and Michael Brice-Saddler contributed to this report.
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Officials issue boil water advisory for NW Washington neighborhoods
D.C. water officials issued a boil water advisory Wednesday for areas of Northwest Washington after a water main ruptured.

By Clarence Williams | 2024-05-09

A mother and daughter visiting from Spain dip their feet in the cool fountain at the World War II Memorial last month. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


DC Water officials advised nearly 5,000 Northwest Washington residents to boil water before use after a large water main broke Wednesday.
Officials issued the "precautionary notice" to neighborhoods from Chevy Chase south through Tenleytown to Glover Park in the south; and from Spring Valley east to Cleveland Park, according to a written statement.
A 20-inch main ruptured, which resulted in a loss of water pressure and "water of unknown quality in this localized area of the system," the statement said.
The boil-water advisory will remain in place until further testing is completed, officials said.
Earlier this year, residents in much of the northern part of D.C. were under a boil-water advisory because of contamination concerns. Officials issued the warning -- which they called precautionary -- after a loss of water pressure, which can permit potentially harmful pathogens to enter the water distribution system.
Residents were cleared to drink tap water two days later, after D.C. Water said test results confirmed the water met water quality safety standards.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/05/08/northwest-dc-water-boil-advisory/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



An 87-year-old was brutally beaten to death. A guilty plea 2 years later.
Julias Wright, 27, pleaded guilty to murder in the killing of Johnny Lee Shepherd, which prosecutors alleged was over car damage.
By Jasmine Hilton | 2024-05-09

Johnny Lee Shepherd, seen in an undated photo, was killed in an attack in Beltsville, Md. (Family photo)


Johnny Lee Shepherd, 87, went to the grocery store one evening in 2022 but didn't return home.
His wife, Rodean Shepherd, grew worried. She knew he had early-onset dementia, but he had never gotten lost before. And his van -- the one where he would listen to Michael Jackson's "Off the Wall" record over and over again -- was still outside their home.
Shepherd's wife would later go to the office of the Beltsville, Md., condominium complex that she and her husband had lived in for about 50 years, where someone told her that Shepherd had been assaulted and rushed to a hospital. He was attacked, prosecutors said, after an alleged car ding from the door of Shepherd's van led a woman to hit him and call her boyfriend to the scene.
Shepherd died more than a month later.
On Wednesday, the man arrested in the attack, Julias Wright, of Hyattsville, Md., pleaded guilty to second-degree murder while on trial for the fatal beating of Shepherd, which was captured on surveillance video in 2022.
"It was on tape. I mean, how could you deny?" said Shepherd's 58-year-old daughter, Donna Hicks.
Wright, 27, faces 18 years in prison, prosecutors said. The trial began Monday and had been scheduled to last until Thursday, according to online court records. An attorney for Wright listed in online court records did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
According to charging documents, on June 2, 2022, Prince George's County police officers responded to the 11300 block of Cherry Hill Road for a reported assault and found Shepherd unresponsive. He was "on the ground with his eyes swollen shut," the documents read, and had injuries to his head and face. At the hospital, it was determined that Shepherd suffered "principal traumatic brain injury," fractures and other injuries, according to the charging documents.
Investigators obtained surveillance footage of the assault. According to the charging documents, the video first showed Shepherd parking his van and getting out of the car. He was then confronted by a woman, whom prosecutors said was Wright's girlfriend, who blocked him from getting back into his car. Shepherd tried to push the woman away, and a physical altercation took place with the woman repeatedly punching him in the face, the charging documents said.
Hicks said the tape showed that the woman approached her father and that he was defending himself. Rodean Shepherd said, "It really frightened him, the way she approached him."
Police had charged the woman with assault, but the charge no longer appears in online court records.
Shepherd then walked away toward his home nearby, while the woman called someone, police said in the charging documents. Within 16 minutes, Wright, her boyfriend, arrived in a white pickup truck.
Wright approached when Shepherd was walking back to his car, according to the charging documents. Wright then went back to his car to take off his jacket. When he approached Shepherd again, he hit Shepherd in the head with a closed fist.
Rodean Shepherd said her husband was trying to show Wright their car insurance, but "he didn't get a chance."
Surveillance video shows Shepherd fall to the ground, as Wright stands over him and repeatedly punches and stomps on him while on the ground. Wright hit Shepherd nine times with a closed fist and stomped on his head, according to the charging documents. At the time, Wright was 6 feet 2 inches and 270 pounds, while Shepherd was 5 foot 9 inches and 165 pounds.
Wright fled the scene in a pickup truck that he was leasing from a rental car company, according to the charging documents.

Johnny Lee Shepherd and Rodean Shepherd at a wedding. (Family photo)


Rodean Shepherd said she and her husband were enjoying their retirement years. They traveled across the country, from Disney World in Florida to Las Vegas and California. Born in Birmingham, Ala., Johnny Shepherd had lived in the D.C. area for years and retired from Giant Foods. The grandfather was beloved by community members, his wife said, often found in the shopping aisles surrounded by people laughing as he told them jokes.
"If you met my husband, you would love him," said Rodean Shepherd, 76.
Hicks said her father was a "distinguished gentleman" with a fondness for well-crafted Stetson hats. She would have to stand on tiptoe to hug his neck, the smell of her father's cologne lingering after every hug, Hicks said.
Shepherd was "rendered nonverbal" and "lost his ability to walk," which police said in the charging documents was a result of the attack.
Hicks said she can't recall the last conversation she had with her father.
"He declined rapidly in front of our eyes," she said. "We never were able to talk to him again."
Shepherd was released from the hospital on hospice care July 19, 2022. Within days, Shepherd was found unresponsive in his bed and was pronounced dead. The Officer of the Chief Medical Examiner ruled his death a homicide in September 2022, police said.
Wright's plea has given the family some solace, but for Hicks, there's still a "roller coaster" of emotions, including forgiveness.
"Every day this week, he has expressed profound sorrow, regret, pain," Hicks said of Wright. "I feel sad for him. ... I know my father is resting. I cannot imagine the life [Wright] has ahead of him, where he is going."
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D.C.'s largest high school to show alternate Palestinian film after suit 
The settlement between ACLU-D.C. and Jackson-Reed High School averts a legal showdown over the Arab Student Union's outreach efforts following the Israel-Gaza war.
By Spencer Hsu | 2024-05-08

Jackson-Reed High School in 2023. (Al Drago for The Washington Post)


The D.C. Public Schools system and Jackson-Reed High School on Wednesday agreed to end their ban on an Arab student group's attempt to screen a pro-Palestinian documentary and host events about Palestinian culture after the American Civil Liberties Union of D.C. brought a First Amendment lawsuit.
The interim settlement averted a showdown in federal court Friday over the ACLU-D.C.'s allegation that the Arab Student Union was being treated differently from other groups at the 1,983-student institution serving the city's Northwest Washington neighborhoods. In a suit filed April 24, students at the largest public high school in D.C. alleged administrators asked the group to censor materials and go through "procedural roadblocks" to host events.
"Public school administrators cannot trample students' First Amendment rights simply because they do not like what the students have to say. This victory reaffirms that students' rights do not vanish at the school's door," said Arthur Spitzer, senior counsel at ACLU-D.C.
The 19-member student group alleged that since December, school leaders had barred it from hosting an on-campus screening of "The Occupation of the American Mind," a documentary that critiques Western media's portrayal of the decades-long Israeli-Palestinian conflict but that has also been accused of antisemitism.
The Arab students said the school also canceled the club's Palestinian Culture Night, barred the distribution of literature that depicted certain Palestinian cultural symbols, and prohibited them from handing out stickers with the outline of the Palestinian territories or ones that read "Free Palestine."
In an interim agreement filed with the court, the students and ACLU-D.C. dropped their demand to show the film. Instead, they won permission to hold a classroom screening over lunch May 29 and 30 of one of three alternative films they proposed in January but said they had not been permitted to show: "The Wanted 18," "Farha" or "5 Broken Cameras."
Students may also distribute a contested handout with slight modification. The group agreed to answer several questions in advance about their chosen film to Principal Sah Brown, such as why it was created and the author's perspective and reliability. Brown agreed to email all faculty members and administrators with a set of clear standards that apply to student group events and activities, though specifics remain under discussion.
The dispute arose after the group said it wanted to humanize the Palestinian people to classmates and shed light on the conflict in the Middle East after Israel's assault on Gaza, where more than 33,000 people -- including 13,000 children -- have been killed following the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel that killed about 1,200 people.
The agreement was reached the same day as D.C. police cleared a pro-Palestinian encampment at George Washington University, leading to the cancellation of a congressional hearing set by House Republicans to grill the mayor and the police chief. Also Wednesday, a separate House GOP-led panel accused heads of public school systems in New York City, Berkeley, Calif., and Montgomery County, Md., of not combating antisemitism.
Spokeswomen for D.C.'s public school system and D.C. Attorney General Brian L. Schwalb declined to comment, citing pending litigation.
In a court filing Monday before the deal was reached, Schwalb's office called the film that the student group initially wanted to screen "inflammatory and offensive" and said some of its handout materials contained "symbols that are so derogatory as to suggest that Israel, the only Jewish State, has no right to exist." The District said the school told the group in March that it was open to airing any one of the proposed alternate films, but claimed the group did not follow up on requested information.
Matthew R. Blecher, chief of the D.C. attorney general office's equity section in its civil litigation division, said the group sought "completely unencumbered speech rights" over a topic that has convulsed several university campuses with protests and at times violence in recent weeks.
"True, Plaintiff's student members do not lose their rights to free expression upon entry into the classroom," Blecher wrote. "But neither the Constitution nor any federal or local statute requires the District to forego editorial discretion over expressive activities that are misaligned with Jackson-Reed's core values and pedagogical goals or that have an obvious tendency to disrupt classroom work and invade the rights of Jewish and Israeli students to a safe and intimidation free learning environment."
U.S. District Judge Ana C. Reyes commended the sides "for reaching a compromise and encourages them to continue collaborating" to resolve any remaining issues.
Reyes also denied for now a proposed friend-of-the-court brief filed Monday by prominent national and D.C.-area Jewish groups as well as Jackson-Reed parents who sided with the school system and warned of rising antisemitism since October at the school and in the outside world. Reyes said she would consider a future submission by the filers, which included the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under Law, the Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington and the American Jewish Committee. Two parents also requested to be part of the friend-of-the-court brief, including a historian at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and a former Israeli government official and journalist.
Leaders of the groups said that, far from a win for the ACLU, the settlement upheld the school's leadership and allowed students to show alternative movies they could have screened without the lawsuit. "We are glad that the Arab Student Union decided to not press to show a blatantly antisemitic movie at Jackson-Reed High School and cause further division, disruption, and polarization at the school," said Guila Franklin Siegel, associate director at the Jewish Community Relations Council.
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Young black bear sighted in Northeast D.C.'s Brookland
Officials suspect it is the same bear that has been seen roaming across Maryland in recent days.
By Claire Healy | 2024-05-08

Shireen Rose Shakouri photographed a black bear she spotted while walking her dog in Northeast D.C. on Wednesday. (Shireen Rose Shakouri)


Shireen Rose Shakouri was walking her dog in Northeast Washington's Brookland neighborhood on Wednesday morning when she saw what she thought was a large, off-leash dog. As she got closer -- and it turned to look at her -- she captured a photo of a young black bear walking near 14th and Newton streets NE.
Officials said they suspect it is the same bear that was seen roaming across Maryland in recent days and the subject of about half a dozen reports, according to Jonathan Trudeau, bear biologist for the Maryland Department of Natural Resources.
"There has been a lot of chatter about the bear in the D.C. area over the past week or so, and it is difficult to say exactly how many... since many of them have been second- or third-hand [accounts]," Trudeau said. "But yes, we have heard of at least a half a dozen reports of the bear in the past few days."
Trudeau, who oversees the state's management of black bears, added that there have been roughly a dozen bear sightings in Maryland -- in Glenwood, Olney, Wheaton, Silver Spring and Hyattsville -- in the past month. Officials said that recent sightings are typical for this time of year as juveniles disperse in the spring and summer and look for homes.
After seeing the bear, Shakouri contacted the D.C. Humane Rescue Alliance. According to a statement, the organization is actively monitoring the situation with the D.C. Department of Energy and Environment and Maryland's Department of Natural Resources. The organization said that best practices are to allow the bear to "naturally depart the area without intervention" but that officers are prepared to sedate and relocate the bear if necessary.
"Black bears are typically non-aggressive and rarely pose a threat to humans," the organization wrote. "For the safety of both the public and the bear, we urge individuals not to approach the animal or attempt to take photos at close range, as this is truly what will cause an unsafe environment."
Shakouri was only able to capture one photo of the bear before it noticed her watching and walked away while she was still on the phone with the rescue alliance. Neighbors have since named the bear "Otis," according to a social media post from D.C. Council member Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5).
"D.C. and the surrounding areas are home to a wide range of wildlife and I'm happy to share the city with them," Shakouri wrote in an email to The Washington Post. "But I'll be happier when the bear is in a safer and better environment for him and everyone else."
More bears have appeared in central and southern Maryland in the past five to 10 years, according to Trudeau. The local bear population began to rebound after the 1950s, when hunting was prohibited. He attributed the rise in bear sightings to their growing population, which has led the bears into areas with more people. But he noted that sightings are rare and that technology has made it so residents can capture and share a bear that may have otherwise walked by unnoticed. A 2022 survey found that about 12 percent of Maryland residents have seen a black bear in the wild in the state.
Noelia Schmidt, a natural resources specialist for Montgomery Parks, said she began tracking bear sightings closely in 2020. She found that sightings occur generally between April and June. She has tracked 10 sightings in Montgomery County since April 20, and she suspects more recent sightings have been the same bear following a green space across the county.
She advised that residents minimize exposing possible food sources, such as bird feeders, pet food, grills and garbage, as bears travel through an area quickly -- often moving great distances overnight.
"Despite their size and the way they look, they are scared of humans," she said. "And we want to try to keep it that way. So there is, you know, very minimum conflict."
Trudeau advised anyone who comes across a wild bear to speak to it "calmly in a low tone" and make sure it doesn't feel cornered. Resources and information are available on the Department of Natural Resources website.
"It's a very unique and rare experience to see a bear in the wild," he said. "If you do see the bear, you know, again, appreciate seeing that beautiful, charismatic species. But make sure that you give it space."
In June, another black bear -- named Franklin by some local residents after he posted up in a tree on Franklin Street -- made his way through the same Northeast neighborhood before officials relocated him.
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PM Update: Today's heat gives way to shower and storm chances Thursday
It was up around 90 again in the city today. A cold front is coming, and it'll deliver a storm threat as it arrives in the region.
By Ian Livingston | 2024-05-08
Today's toasty conditions are short-lived, and highs in the mid-80s to about 90 should be as warm as we'll see for a while. Washington's morning low of 68 -- the same as yesterday's new record-warm minimum for the date -- fell just shy of another fresh spot in the books. By Friday and the weekend, highs should be near and below that mark. Tomorrow is a time for transition.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: An isolated shower isn't impossible this evening. Otherwise, mainly calm into the night but with a good deal of clouds. Showers and storms may approach the area before dawn and toward sunrise. The best odds of heavier rain are south. Lows range from about 62 to 68.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): There's more uncertainty than you'd hope for in a forecast for one day away. It seems like there will be rain in the region during the morning, mainly light and scattered. Another round of showers and thunderstorms may approach during the late afternoon or evening and potentially last into the night. A few storms could be intense.
Daytime maximums mainly shoot for near 70 to the mid-70s, although a bit higher with more sun is possible. So are cooler temperatures with more rain.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
Pollen update: Tree pollen is HIGH at 112.48 grains per cubic meter of air. Grass pollen is moderate/high, and so are mold spores.
Thursday storms: We're under a storm risk Thursday of Level 2 out of 5. When any morning rain moves off, and how much if any sunshine we see thereafter, will heavily dictate threats later in the day. Right now, it's all a bit too messy to expect a memorable storm day, and it appears that morning rain may help keep the main area of storm juice south of the area. But there is still potential for isolated wind damage and some hail in particular.

Storm outlook from the Weather Service for Thursday. A Level 2 of 5 is shown for the area. (Storm Prediction Center) 


Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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Mysterious visitors from other lands fly into D.C.: Migratory birds 
Conservationists scoured Roosevelt Island to seek out species from faraway places. 
By Justin Wm. Moyer | 2024-05-08

Birding enthusiasts gather Wednesday at Roosevelt Island in D.C. for a morning bird walk organized by BirdLife International. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post) 


About an hour after dawn Wednesday, a group of about a dozen people walked Roosevelt Island, hoping to spot visiting migratory birds. The birds, from as far away as the Southern Hemisphere, had stopped on this wooded spit in the middle of the Potomac River to rest, rejuvenate and prepare for the next leg of their journey.
Facilitating the group was Gary Allport, a spokesperson for the advocacy group BirdLife International, a nonprofit that works to protect bird populations and conserve the land they need to breed. That morning, he marveled at some species' ability to traverse vast distances in the ordinary course of avian life, some flying hundreds of miles in one evening as part of their annual trips up and down the planet.
There was just one word for such a feat: "amazing," Allport said.
"I've always loved birds," he said. "There's a freedom of spirit that they embody."
BirdLife organizes "bird walks" around the world to protect what it calls "flyways" -- the intercontinental aerial paths birds travel, including natural rest stops at places like Roosevelt Island. The walks draw advocates and other passionate birders who want to promote conservation while checking out the feathered friends popping in.
In D.C., Roosevelt Island is a prime location to spot migratory species on their journey north from various points south. Birders have spotted more than 120 species on the island, according to BirdLife, including the 10-centimeter eastern winter wren and larger species such as the osprey and the American eagle.

People look for birds Wednesday on Roosevelt Island. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post) 


Support for birds is greatly needed, as these animals' health signals the health of the environment as a whole, according to BirdLife chief executive Martin Harper. The population of nearly half of all migratory bird species is declining, according to BirdLife, and 1 in 5 are at risk of extinction. With keen eyes and smartphone apps that track species and identify birdsong using AI, birders can monitor the metaphorical (and actual) canaries in the coal mine.
"Birds are beautiful -- and incredibly well-studied," Harper said. "They are the barometers of the rest of wildlife. Birding brings people together, and we can be the eyes and the ears."
Also: Birders get to look at birds. Wednesday's perambulation of Roosevelt Island was less a "walk" than a "stop-and-look" as birders tried to identify species that wouldn't typically be found in the D.C. region.

Erin Chen from the American Bird Conservancy looks for birds Wednesday. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post) 


Erin Chen, vice president of development for the nonprofit American Bird Conservancy, stopped to investigate the possible sighting of a black-and-white warbler, a species native to Central and South America. Chen said she was introduced to birding by a former boss who set aside time for birdwatching during business travel.
Once Chen got pulled in, there was no getting out of what she called an "addicting" pastime -- one that can show society why nature is worth protecting.
"This gets people to slow down," she said. "When people don't care about nature, they can't conserve it."
Though the birders on Roosevelt Island pursue the birding lifestyle -- which can demand international travel and the maintenance of "life lists" of species sighted -- with varied intensity, they care deeply about the animals they trail.
Bruce M. Beehler is an ornithologist and the author of a bird atlas who once served as a research associate in the Division of Birds at the National Museum of Natural History. On a break from species-spotting on Roosevelt Island, he said that the sight of a red-bellied woodpecker as a child growing up in Baltimore in the late 1950s changed his life. The woodpecker was an "epiphany," he said, one that led him into a life of science.
"I was just a young kid who didn't have anything going for me," he said. "The bird showed me the way."
Not every bird was a life coach or celebrity. The birders dismissed a mallard -- a common sight in the District -- with little more than a glance. Nor was spotting a grackle the cause for much celebration.
However, Marcelo Tognelli of the American Bird Conservancy said that a bird sighting's worth is in the eye of the beholder. Some birds common to our region, such as blue jays and cardinals, are beautiful -- but not fawned over because we see them so often. A birder from a distant land might think otherwise.
"The more rare the thing, the more precious," he said.
As the birding crew prepared to depart Roosevelt Island, it was greeted with an unexpected sight: a golden-winged warbler. The bird is rarely seen in the District, Chen said, and the one on the island might be the only one in the area.

Gary Allport and Paul Pisano hug after Pisano spotted a golden-winged warbler, a rare sighting in the District. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post) 


Some birders present cried out with joy. Others hugged. Before long, other birders, catching wind of the sighting, were headed to the island to try to see the warbler themselves. At a time when rising temperatures and human activity are permanently changing the planet, one must delight in what is still here and try to preserve it.
"It's a big deal," Chen said.
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Stumped by 3-year-old's killing, D.C. police hold prayer walk, increase reward
D.C.'s police chief, clergy members and others march in honor of 3-year-Ty'ah Settles, killed by a stray bullet last week in a homicide that remains unsolved.
By Peter Hermann | 2024-05-08

D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith (second from right) marches with clergy and others on Tuesday to the spot where 3-year-old Ty'ah Settles was fatally shot on May 3, in the 2400 block of Hartford Street SE. (Peter Hermann/The Washington Post)


Holding signs declaring "Thou Shalt Not Kill," a group of clergy members led by D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith marched Tuesday evening to the spot where a 3-year-old girl was fatally shot last week in the Garfield Heights neighborhood of Southeast Washington.
The march was short, just three blocks from the 7th District police station. It passed by the fire station on Irving Street SE where a family member had driven the mortally wounded Ty'ah Settles after the Friday night gunfire. Marchers then walked to Hartford Street SE, where police said a vehicle that the girl had been riding in became caught in a crossfire, and where she was struck by a stray bullet.
Smith, an ordained minister, has led the D.C. police force for the past 10 months, joining halfway through 2023, a year in which the city recorded 274 homicides, a quarter-century high. The pace has slowed this year, although six of this year's victims have been children and others under 18.
Ty'ah Settles was by far the youngest.
Smith began the walk with a speech that resembled a sermon. She noted that after the funeral and burial, "and everybody goes away, it gets real quiet, it gets real dark."
She implored the clergy, members of her Faith Advisory Council and others to stay visible after the attention fades, and told them to intervene when young people "are doing things that are not right."

Ty'ah Settles, 3, was fatally shot when a vehicle she was in was caught in crossfire of a gun battle, according to police. (Family photo)


The chief said "it is heartbreaking for the District of Columbia to lose someone so young who doesn't even have a chance to have a start in life."
The group then walked three blocks to Hartford Road SE, lined on both sides with apartment buildings and now a memorial for Ty'ah -- dolls, stuffed animals and flowers -- where Smith and others met and prayed with the family. Relatives asked for the moment to be private.
Five days after the killing, police said they have few leads. They have no description of a shooter or shooters, and no information about any vehicle. Police offer $25,000 rewards in every D.C. homicide, looking for people who can help identify and help convict an assailant. The reward in this case has been doubled, to $50,000, with help from FBI and the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
One of the speakers on Tuesday, community activist Rahim Jenkins, called for "peace in our schools. Peace in our homes. Peace in the streets." As his words faded, the lyrics of "Amazing Grace" preceded Smith's introduction. The chief noted that people are sometimes reluctant to help police, and urged anyone with information about Ty'ah's shooting to come forward.
Then D.C. Council member Trayon White Sr. (D Ward-8) stepped forward and took the mic. "There is no rule or policy in the streets when it comes to a 3-year-old girl," he said. "There is no street rule when it comes to snitching when it's a 3-year-old girl."
White said that as he drove to the vigil, he passed by another homicide scene. Three hours earlier, Tremaine Nicholson, 42, had been fatally shot inside a residence less than a mile south, in the Shipley neighborhood of Southeast.
The council member said police were still there, as were a group of relatives, grieving another violent death in the District.
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For a horse and his trainer, the race is only part of the story
Julie Gomena and her horse Field Marshal, both survivors of devastating accidents, headed to the Virginia Gold Cup to test their mettle. Could they win?
By Joe Heim | 2024-05-08
Julie Gomena quietly watched the 10 horses approach the start for the first race of the Virginia Gold Cup. A light rain was falling. The mountains in the distance were shrouded in fog.
"I hate this part," the wiry 61-year-old trainer murmured from the viewing platform at Great Meadows Race Course in Fauquier County, where she and other nervous trainers and owners gathered to watch the race.
Minutes earlier, Gomena had given final instructions to jockey Gerard Galligan as he climbed aboard Field Marshal, a handsome, 5-year-old brown gelding with a regal air that she began training for steeplechase races two years ago.
Now all she could do was watch, hoping the horse who had been through so much would navigate the 2-mile-plus course and its 11 jumps with the resilience she knew he possessed.
With a wave of a flag, the horses were off. Field Marshal's start was promising. He leaped the first hurdle easily and was just two horses back of the leader.
The crowd, attired in their race-day best -- pastel jackets, flowery print dresses, look-at-me hats -- began to stir. The annual races are a highlight of Virginia's horse country season, as much about fancy-pants partying as action on the track.
Glasses clinked.
Cigar smoke wafted through the air.
Hors d'oeuvres were passed.
Gomena was oblivious to the social scene. "Come on, Marshal," she muttered.
This was personal.
In July of 2022, Gomena was working at the beautiful 300-acre Middleburg farm she owns with her husband. Field Marshal was in a metal pen, settling into his new routine. His owner, Michael Smith, had dropped off the $150,000 Kentucky horse a week earlier.
Gomena watched Field Marshal rear up playfully, raising his front legs high.
Then, disaster.
Somehow his right front hoof went through the pen's metal panels and got stuck.
"He's standing there on three legs, with the other one straight up in the air," Gomena recalled. She screamed for help.
Gomena's husband and a farm employee raced over, but they couldn't free the 1,200-pound horse. Blood poured down Field Marshal's leg. A veterinarian arrived and sedated him so workers could cut through the panels with a metal saw, releasing the horse.
Field Marshal was able to walk, but his leg was shredded.
"We weren't sure he was going to survive it," Smith said. "And there was certainly a point where we didn't think he'd run again."
Field Marshal's recovery took six months. But by spring of 2023, he was raring to go.
"He came back from all of that," Gomena said. "It's unbelievable."
As the horses galloped past the halfway point of the race, Field Marshal was in fifth place but still in position to finish well.
"Come on, Marshal," Gomena urged softly, her hands gripping the rail in front of her.

Gerard Galligan, far right, rides No. 2 Field Marshal during the Gold Cup in Fauquier County. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


She never intended to become a trainer. She was 12 when she first got on a horse, and was immediately hooked. All she wanted was to ride. It was intoxicating.
At 19, Gomena drove from her Oregon home to Pennsylvania to work for Olympic champion rider Bruce Davidson. She soon became an accomplished event rider herself, competing in dressage, cross-country and show jumping.
But galloping was the biggest thrill. In 2000 she began riding in steeplechase races.
Just four years later, a devastating fall ended her career. She remembers nothing about the accident but was told her horse, King Eider, jumped early and fell short of the hurdle. Gomena pitched forward, landed on her head and was helicoptered to Inova Fairfax Hospital, where she spent days in an induced coma.
The road back was rough. Gomena had to relearn how to swallow, how to drive, how to identify animals. Eventually she would ride again, but her family insisted she quit racing.
So, Gomena embraced training. It gave her some of the excitement and nerves she'd felt as a jockey, but with less risk.

A devastating fall in 2004 led to Gomena's switch from rider to trainer. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)



Field Marshal, ridden by Gerard Galligan, also had to recover from a near-tragedy after a barn accident shredded his leg. "He came back from all of that," Gomena said. "It's unbelievable." (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Coming around the last turn of the Gold Cup race, Field Marshal began to fade. Well off the lead and sensing the horse was tired, Galligan stopped him before the final jump. No sense risking an injury.
Later, in the paddock, steam rose off Field Marshal's back as Gomena sponged him with water. It was not the ending she had hoped for, but she wasn't discouraged. The turf was softer than expected, and Field Marshal had to work extra hard.
Her belief in the horse that had endured so much was unshaken.
"He's so strong," she said. "He'll be back."
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A grand Olympic plan for the Seine. But first, the tent camps.
With the Summer Games coming to Paris, migrants there face a new choice: Get on the bus or wait for the next police sweep.  
By Albert Samaha | 2024-05-09
PARIS -- He'd been living in the tent for nine days when the police arrived.
"Bonjour, monsieur!" an officer shouted. "Reveille!"
Ba Dak crawled out of his sleeping bag, unzipped the tent flap and stepped into the frigid February air. The camp, tucked beneath the Charles de Gaulle Bridge on the northern bank of the Seine River, bustled with movement in the windy pre-dawn darkness.
Police officers in neon green vests marched between rows of tents, whose inhabitants rose from slumber to pack their belongings. On either side of the camp, armed officers in black stood watch, forming lines that blocked pedestrians and bicyclists on the promenade. Above, police vans spanned the bridge, and officers ordered rubbernecking bystanders to keep it moving.
Dak huddled with friends at the edge of the camp. All younger than 21, they had journeyed thousands of miles before finding refuge here, as global conflicts continue to compel millions to flee their homelands in search of work and stability elsewhere.
Dak was 20 and from a family of farmers in South Sudan. He'd spent his teenage years as a soldier, then fled north, by car through Sudan and Libya, by boat across the Mediterranean Sea and by train across Italy and Switzerland, arriving in Paris after nearly two years. He aspires to become a boxer and yearned for France, he said, because it produced his favorite athlete, the soccer star Kylian Mbappe.

Bilal, Abdel, Ba Dak and Ibrahim a few nights before the sweep. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


Now the only home he and his friends knew here was dissolving, erased by a government seeking to remove unhoused people from its streets before the Olympic Games shines a global spotlight on Paris this summer.
"So when the tourists come, they won't have to see the bad people," quipped Dak, who smiles easily and often punctuates sentences with "bro."
The sweep was part of a program France launched in May 2023. Officials billed it as an innovative effort to ease Paris's housing crisis, by relocating people to newly constructed facilities around the country rather than hotels in the city's emergency shelter system. But advocates for refugees claim the government had more specific motives: to clear Paris of its tent villages, free up thousands of hotel rooms before the Games and identify people who aren't eligible to legally remain in the country.
"Moving people out of Paris is a policy decided because of the Olympic Games," said Samy Djemaoun, a civil rights lawyer who represents immigrants seeking housing or legal status. "We didn't have this situation before."

Civil rights lawyer Samy Djemaoun speaks to a family from Cote d'Ivoire after a court hearing. (Albert Samaha/TWP)



Migrants arrive to take a bus to Sucy-en-Brie migrants reception center, during the evacuation of France's biggest squat, which has housed up to 450 migrants. (Emmanuel Dunand/AFP/Getty Images)


Before last May, French immigration policies were more permissive to new arrivals. An undocumented immigrant faced lower threat of a police sweep on the way to living and working in France for the three years needed to qualify for permanent residency. An asylum-seeker denied official refugee status could find community and routine in a tent village while figuring out their next move.
Now, with the Opening Ceremonies weeks away, living in a tent brings constant risk of eviction. Through the first four months of 2024, police evicted 20 sites across the city -- more than in all of 2022, according to government records. Every week, authorities clear a different camp in Paris, offering residents two options: board a bus to a temporary apartment in another part of the country and enter the relocation program, or find another place to sleep.
If a person enters the program, the government provides a few weeks of housing while social workers help them assess their chances of qualifying for asylum or permanent residency. Those applicants are transferred to longer-term housing and given a modest stipend while their cases are reviewed, a process that can take six months or more.
Those who are ineligible or decline to apply are sent off with a phone number for the emergency shelter system or a ticket out of the country.
For many, the program is as France advertises: a fast-track to stabler housing. Of the 2,175 people who passed through the program during its first six months, 38 percent transferred into longer-term housing, according to an internal government document reviewed by The Washington Post.
But 46 percent ended up cycling back into the country's short-term emergency shelter system, which doesn't have enough beds to meet demand. So they often return to the streets, sometimes back in Paris, only to be swept up again by police. Twelve other participants were issued deportation orders, ending any chance of working their way to permanent residency.
"For the Olympics, they cover up everything, but they don't solve the problem," said Paul Alauzy, a social worker with the nonprofit organization Medicines du Monde and founder of Le Revers de la Medaille, a coalition that aims to draw attention on how Paris' preparations for the Games impacts the city's marginalized communities. "Because of the Olympics, everybody who lives on the streets will be impacted."

Members of Le Revers de la Medaille group holds a banner that reads: "Do Not Leave Exclusion as a Legacy" during a protest in April. (Thomas Padilla/AP)


While the Olympics promotes a spirit of global unity and cooperation, France is only the latest host nation to be accused of burnishing its image at the expense of its most vulnerable residents.
Authorities in China evicted 1.5 million people from their homes to accommodate new development in Beijing before the 2008 Olympics. Authorities in Brazil bulldozed homes in Rio de Janeiro favelas before the 2016 games. Before the 2010 Winter Olympics, Vancouver police cracked down on jaywalking, street vending and public urination in a low-income downtown neighborhood.
To prepare for the 2012 Olympics, authorities in Britain demolished low-cost apartment complexes in London to make room for amenities aimed to serve Olympic athletes and visitors. Then they failed to follow through on plans to construct more affordable housing in the city. And with the 2028 Olympics on the horizon, Los Angeles introduced a new policy to clear out encampments in some pockets of the city; in early March, Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass visited Paris to learn about the city's approach to reducing the number of people living on its streets.
In an interview, Christophe Noel du Payrat, an official at France's Interior Ministry, said that the relocation program "is not due to the Olympics" but "the rise of the demand" for emergency accommodations. Those who don't receive longer-term housing after entering the program, he said, often lack the criteria for legal immigration status. "Either they are going back to their country or back into the streets," he said.
In a statement, a spokesperson for the city government said that Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo has called on the national government to use eminent domain to turn more vacant buildings in Paris into emergency shelters.
The International Olympic Committee declined to answer questions about how the Olympics impact local policies, saying in a statement, "The problem of homelessness in Paris is clearly outside the remit of the Games organisers."
It's a problem made especially tense by two competing factors unique to Paris: A migrant crisis that has spurred tent camps along the city's iconic river, and the desire of organizers to make that river a centerpiece of the Games. Despite the sweeps, the number of people living on the city's streets rose from around 3,000 in January 2023 to 3,500 in January 2024, according to government records. As police wipe out another encampment and move scores of people out of Paris, scores more arrive.

Tents belonging to young homeless migrants under the Sully Bridge, eastern of Paris, in February. (Miguel Medina/AFP/Getty Images)



A group of Ivory Coast and Guinea Conakry asylum seekers use a fire to warm up next to the tents where they live on the Seine river. (Samuel Aranda/Getty Images)



Tents used by asylum seekers are seen next to the Seine river under the Marie bridge. (Samuel Aranda/Getty Images)


Not all new arrivals have received equal treatment. For people fleeing Ukraine, France established exclusive social services centers, changed laws to enable them to legally work and reserved around 87,000 beds across the country.
"It shows how much France can do for people," said Djemaoun. "It is not about the means. It is about being willing."
Most of the asylum seekers who enter the relocation program are from countries in Asia and Africa, according to social workers and participants. Some local officials outside of Paris protested proposals to build new shelters in their cities, claiming that their small towns lacked the resources to support asylum seekers. After Yannick Morez, the mayor of the western France town of Saint Brevin-les-Pins, announced his support for a facility, somebody lobbed molotov cocktails onto his property, torching two cars and destroying his house. In December, the French Parliament passed a bill that made it harder for migrants from outside the European Union to access public housing and other social services, though a court has since struck down parts of the legislation.
Dak and his friends didn't know all of that as they gathered their things that morning, backs turned against the biting gusts that leaped from the river, rustling jackets and tents. They just knew they had a choice: to get on the bus or keep braving the streets.
One of Dak's friends, a 20-year-old from Chad who had been in Paris for 23 days, got on the bus, which took him east to an apartment building near Strasbourg. Two others, Ibrahim and Bilal, who were 16 and had been in Paris for around a month, packed their belongings into shopping bags and followed the river west to another camp.
Dak had an appointment that morning with the immigration office, so he opted against the bus. He hoped his asylum claim would smooth his path to long-term housing and official refugee status, allowing him to stay permanently and work legally. At the office, he submitted his finger prints, filled out some paperwork and answered some questions. An immigration agent said the office would contact him once he was assigned to a bed somewhere.
"Everything will fall in the right direction, bro," Dak said. "I will be patient no matter what happens. I am not ready to give up my faith yet."
That afternoon, he walked back to the Charles de Gaulle Bridge. The camp was gone, replaced by corrugated metal fences intended to prevent it from springing back up. Thinking ahead that morning, Dak had rolled up his tent and hid it inside a garbage bin. He retrieved it and, as night fell, he and about a dozen others set up camp beside the fences, with Dak piling into his tent with two friends.
They fell asleep around midnight. An hour later, Dak said, two police officers woke them and ordered them to leave. They split up to avoid attention, fanning out along the riverbank in search of another place to sleep.

Ibrahim and Bilal walk to a new encampment. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


THE SEINE RIVER WINDS through the heart of France's grand Olympic plans.
After securing the hosting bid in 2017, the government embarked on an $8 billion project to prepare Paris for the world's biggest sporting spectacle, constructing a new arena in one of the city's lowest-income neighborhoods and an Olympic Village in a disinvested northern suburb.
The notoriously grimy Seine would be cleaned, the country declared, so it could host swimming events and serve as the primary route for the Opening Ceremonies, boasting a water parade unprecedented in Olympic history.
Hosting the Opening Ceremonies in a public setting, rather than a stadium, raised questions about security. France answered with promises of a robust police presence, sophisticated surveillance and a "zero delinquency" policy, to crack down on minor infractions near Olympic sites such as the Seine.
"The goal," Laurent Nunez, head of Paris police, told Le Monde last year, "is to act on all elements of delinquency, from drug trafficking to pickpocketing or street sales, to anticipate as much as possible and achieve a delinquency level that is nonexistent by the time of the Olympics."
To prepare for the expected influx of 15 million visitors, the government told hotels they wouldn't need to provide rooms for the city's emergency shelter system. It built housing facilities in 10 cities around the country, then increased the police sweeps around Paris. Thanks to the new policy, the capacity of those hotels "will fall by 3,000 to 4,000 places" to accommodate visitors for the Olympics, Housing Minister Olivier Klein told the French Parliament last year.
The day after the sweep, Dak texted Ibrahim and Bilal, who told him about the new camp they'd chosen, under the Pont Neuf, a forty minute walk from the Charles de Gaulle. As he made his way on the promenade along the river, the sights of Parisian postcards passed in his periphery, markers of the nation's old wealth: Sorbonne University, Hotel de Ville with its colorful banners promoting the Paris 2024 Olympics, the looming spires of Notre Dame Cathedral.
To advocates, the least France owed those born into formerly colonized lands was a welcome refuge. At rallies on the steps of the Sacre-Coeur Basilica, in front of city hall and beneath the Arc de Triomphe, social worker Alauzy and other activists have called for the construction of an official refugee camp in the city before the Olympics, which would enable the government and charity groups to funnel resources and services to a single, designated site with enough beds to accommodate the flow of new arrivals. The government has declined to act on their calls.
"In a way, the Olympics are so great because you can seize the opportunity to say let's do better because the whole world is watching," Alauzy said. "The dream would be to welcome everybody who comes to Paris."
Tracing the Olympic parade route's opening stretch, Dak passed at least a dozen encampments. Blankets over the tops of tents kept the cold from seeping through rips in the fabric. Cracked bistro chairs formed a makeshift patio. Framed photos and art on a tunnel wall indicated a longtime inhabitant.
The camp under the Charles de Gaulle had resembled a college campus quad, ringing with laughter and youthful optimism. Boys sat in circles on the ground, showing each other videos from social media on phones with prepaid SIM cards provided by charity groups. Others kicked around a soccer ball fashioned from a cluster of rolled up socks. Newly formed friendships ran so deep that some boys returned to visit the camp even after they'd secured permanent housing.

Ibrahim and Bilal set up their tents under the Pont Neuf. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


It was through those friendships that Ibrahim, who came from South Sudan, and Bilal, who came from Chad, had heard that other young people from East African countries recently established a camp under the Pont Neuf. The two didn't get on the bus because the relocation program was for adults, and they feared that participating would invalidate their claims as minors. Though they said they were 16, they didn't have the paperwork to prove it and were going through a court process to determine if they qualified for child welfare services -- a state of limbo so common that there is a term for it, "mijeur," which combines the French words for "minor" and "major."
At Pont Neuf, Dak encountered around 20 tents along the edges of the cobblestone walkway, tucked away from public attention. In the evenings, Dak and others at the camp walked two miles east, to a food pantry service outside Gare de Lyon, the train station across the street from the Charles de Gaulle Bridge. They walked in twos, threes and fours, wary of police attention.
Perched on a railing one night, they ate a plate of vegetables and rice, with cornbread on the side and apple sauce for dessert. Ibrahim crammed water bottles into his backpack. Bilal donned a Philadelphia Eagles cap he had recently found. Dak sported a pair of sneakers a friend from the camp gave him.
"I have to be patient and everything will happen," Dak said.
He stayed at Pont Neuf for about a week. Then he received a call from the immigration office, which issued him a train ticket south, where a bed awaited him.
A few days after he left, a rainstorm flooded the banks of the Seine beneath the Pont Neuf, soaking tents, blankets, and shoes. Ibrahim and Bilal, who would continue living on the streets into the spring while their court cases played out, quickly rolled up their homes and  went looking for another place to sleep.

Ba Dak at his temporary apartment in southern France. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


BEYOND THE LAVENDER FIELDS and rolling pastures of southern France, Dak's apartment building stood on the suburban outskirts of Salon-en-Provence, down the street from a McDonalds near the highway.
He moved into a two-bedroom unit with people from Afghanistan, Guinea, Sudan and Togo. His roommate from Togo gave him two pairs of pants. His roommate from Sudan gave him two button-up shirts. The French government sent a prepaid debit card with 221 euros, his monthly stipend, and he began mandatory weekly French language classes. Soon groceries covered his desk.
He inquired about boxing classes at a local gym, but the price exceeded his budget. So he spent most of his days inside his room, watching old boxing matches on YouTube, pumping out sets of push-ups, messaging relatives in South Sudan. Lying on his bed, he imagined the jobs he might find once he had legal status, and hoped for work that would pay him enough to send plenty back to his mother and four younger siblings. His father had died while Dak was making his way north.
His family owned a farm on which it grew maize and pumpkin, but Dak said that when he was 13, rebel commanders recruited him to be a spy for the military force opposing the South Sudan government, pulling him into the nation's civil war. By 16, he said, he was flying into battle with a rifle in his arms.

Ba Dak as a child soldier in South Sudan. (Courtesy of Ba Dak)


"First two years, I didn't like it," he said. "Next two years, I get more comfortable. And then I said, 'What am I becoming?' "
By 2022, he said, he'd grown disillusioned with his commanders, who had made many promises they failed to keep. After ending up at a hospital in a U.N. refugee camp in Sudan with a bullet wound on his ankle, he said, he befriended a shopkeeper who helped him get to Libya. In Tripoli, he met a farm owner who said he would arrange his transport to Europe if he worked for him for a year. Eighteen months later, he was crossing the Mediterranean on a small boat crammed with around 30 people. He landed in southern Italy and filed for asylum at a refugee camp.
From there, he said, he train-hopped north, sneaking on when ticket takers weren't looking, hopping off when conductors caught him, hiding overnight at stations across Italy and Switzerland until he reached Paris on Jan. 29, nearly two years after he had left South Sudan.
On his first day in the city, he encountered a group of East African migrants who guided him to a camp, helped him find an empty tent and directed him to a charity that provided donated clothes and a place to shower.
He was one of around 2.4 million people to leave South Sudan over the past decade. Most have ended up in neighboring African countries. Dak sought to be one of a few thousand each year who file for asylum in France.
His homeland's struggle served as the backdrop for one of the most inspirational stories of the 2024 Olympics. Ranked 62nd in the world, South Sudan's national basketball team had qualified for the Games for the first time, clinching a spot among the 12 finalists by defeating Angola, the Philippines and China at the basketball World Cup in September. Nearly every member of the team has been a refugee or the child of a refugee. Some now live in the United States or Europe, where their basketball talent has earned them college scholarships or professional contracts.
Dak had no idea about the team's success until after he arrived in Paris and a friend at the camp told him about it. He felt heartened by the goodwill the team brought to South Sudan and its diaspora. The more people knew about experiences like his, he hoped, the better his chances of finding a welcome reception.
But the law was a more complicated matter.
In early April, after five weeks in the apartment, Dak got an update: Because he had filed for asylum in Italy before applying in France, European Union policy dictated that Italy was responsible for processing his claim, and he couldn't seek asylum in France unless Italy denied him. He had to leave France and complete his asylum process in Italy. He was no longer eligible for government assistance. Soon, another person would cycle into the bed he was leaving.
"They wanted to give me a train ticket to Italy," Dak said. "I refused to take the ticket."
Last year, under a new prime minister who aims to reduce the number of immigrants from African countries, Italy's government passed laws enabling authorities to hold asylum seekers in detention centers for up to 18 months while their applications are processed.
"Bro, in Italy it's very hard because they have racist rules," Dak said. "If they send me back to Italy, I will come back again until they get tired of me so they will allow me to stay in France."
Eventually, he landed on another idea: he would go to England, where European Union policies don't apply. That country didn't offer a warm welcome, either. In April, its government passed a controversial law to deport some asylum seekers to Rwanda. But with no appealing options, Dak figured he'd take his chances.

Paris police on the bank of the Seine after clearing an encampment. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


One day in April, Dak said, he took a bus north to Calais, which sits near the coast and has become a hub for migrants hoping to cross the English Channel. Then he and two dozen others marched nine hours along the highway, to Dunkirk. The encampment there was the biggest one he had seen in France, with scores of tents across a patchy dirt field in the woods, hidden from the road behind a wall of trees. A charity group distributed food, water, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste. The man organizing the boat said the timing depended on weather. The waves, for now, were too rough.
On his fifth day in Dunkirk, police swept in.
"They rip up the tents," Dak said, and "chase us with tear gas and electric gun, but we are all fine."
Dak and some others managed to hide their tents in the forest when they heard the police were approaching. After the officers left, the young men restored what was left of their camp and waited for the waters to calm.
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Nikola Jokic wins third MVP award, joining rare company of NBA legends
Nikola Jokic beat out fellow finalists Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and Luka Doncic to become the ninth player in NBA history to win at least three MVP awards.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-05-09

Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic is the ninth player in NBA history to win at least three MVP awards. (Matthew Stockman/Getty Images)


Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic was named the NBA's MVP Wednesday, becoming the ninth player in league history and the first international player to win the award at least three times.
The Serbian star beat out Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic to win the award, which he previously won in 2021 and 2022. Last season, Jokic finished second to Philadelphia 76ers center Joel Embiid, who was unable to defend his crown after undergoing knee surgery in February and failing to play in 65 games, the NBA's new threshold for award eligibility.
Jokic claimed 79 of the 99 first-place votes, topping finalists Gilgeous-Alexander (15) and Doncic (four). Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo, who received one first-place vote, and New York Knicks guard Jalen Brunson finished fourth and fifth.
Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards, Sacramento Kings center Domantas Sabonis and Phoenix Suns forward Kevin Durant also received votes on the five-man ballot.
"You've got to start with your teammates," Jokic said in an interview with TNT. "Without them, I can't do anything. Coaches, players, organization, medical staff, strength coaches, development coaches, it's all one big circle. I can't be whatever I am without them."
TNT commentator Shaquille O'Neal then told Jokic that he believed Gilgeous-Alexander deserved to win this year's award.
"Thank you, Shaq," Jokic said. "We don't judge people here. That's fine. It's your opinion. I'm joking. For real, there are a lot of players that deserve it."
Jokic, 29, averaged 26.4 points, 12.4 rebounds and 9.0 assists in 79 games, leading the Nuggets to 57 wins and the Western Conference's No. 2 seed. The only player in league history to match those averages is Hall of Fame guard Oscar Robertson in 1962.
Jokic ranked first leaguewide in the major advanced statistical metrics, including player efficiency rating, win shares and value over replacement player.
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (six), Bill Russell (five), Michael Jordan (five), Wilt Chamberlain (four), LeBron James (four), Moses Malone (three), Larry Bird (three) and Magic Johnson (three) are the only other players to have won the award at least three times.
Jokic, who excels as both as a scorer and distributor, won his first championship and was named NBA Finals MVP in 2023. This year's postseason has proved more challenging for the Nuggets, who trail the Minnesota Timberwolves 2-0 in a second-round series. Game 3 is set for Friday at Target Center in Minneapolis.
"We have a tough test," Jokic told TNT. "We're going to Minnesota to try to get the series back to Denver [for Game 5]. They are playing really good. They didn't lose a game in the first round. They're playing at a high level. We didn't play our brand of basketball."
Gilgeous-Alexander, 25, led the Thunder to 57 wins and the West's top seed while averaging 30.1 points, 6.2 assists and 5.5 rebounds. The rising Thunder is battling Doncic's Mavericks in the second round after losing in the West's play-in tournament last season.
Doncic, 25, averaged 33.9 points, 9.8 assists and 9.2 rebounds for the Mavericks, who bounced back from a 2023 lottery trip to win 50 games and claim the West's No. 5 seed. Though Doncic won the first scoring title of his career and posted a stat line that has never been duplicated, he played only 70 games, the fewest of the three finalists.
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These Nationals are pretty fun. They would be more fun with James Wood.
Why are the Nationals waiting on James Wood -- and when will they stop?
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-05-09

Outfielder James Wood got a taste of Nationals Park in March. When will his next D.C. appearance arrive? (Nick Wass/AP) 


The problem - if it can even be phrased that way - with getting off to an unexpectedly positive start to the baseball season is that it can lead some delusions, at least from this chair. If the Washington Nationals are .500 through 36 games - which is what they are after Wednesday's enthralling 12-inning, 7-6 loss to the Baltimore Orioles - couldn't they be better than that if they added talent to a roster that has obvious holes?
Deep breaths. This calls for patience.
Also: Bring up James Wood! Before he hits another homer for -- Rochester!
One of the best parts of this surprising stretch for the Nats -- who, through Wednesday, were tied for the last of the National League's three wild-card berths -- is that so many of the pieces that could be part of a truly contending team in the future are serving as the drivers.
CJ Abrams and Luis Garcia Jr., the middle infield of the present and future, have been their best hitters. Though veteran free-agent-to-be Trevor Williams has been the most consistent starter, Jake Irvin, Mitchell Parker and MacKenzie Gore have contributed to a rotation that -- omitting Patrick Corbin's struggles -- has a 3.57 ERA. The back end of the bullpen -- Hunter Harvey to Kyle Finnegan -- has been all but impenetrable, allowing three earned runs over 32 innings between the season's opening weekend and Wednesday, when Harvey finally coughed up a homer.
And if Wood were to be called up from Class AAA Rochester, it says here he would immediately be Washington's second-best player (behind Abrams).
Put another way: Whom would you rather see in the lineup for the next 41/2 months: Wood, the 6-foot-7 force who can demolish baseballs with his bat and swallow base paths with his gazelle-like strides, or some combination of Eddie Rosario (.143 average, .480 OPS), Joey Meneses (.218, .541) and Joey Gallo (.122, .597 before going on the injured list)?
The point: There's room for the club's top prospect. There's also room in the stands at Nationals Park. Sell some tickets! Call him up!
Yes, that's me drumming my fingers on the table and bouncing my knee. Wood, 21, clubbed two homers for the Red Wings in Wednesday's 5-3 loss at Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. He is hitting .339 through his first 31 games with Rochester. He has improved his plate discipline enough that he has walked 23 times, good for a .444 on-base percentage.
Before Wednesday, he had only two homers -- both in the same game -- but his 11 doubles show he's still driving the baseball. The entire Nationals front office saw the four bombs he hit in spring training, when he posted a 1.214 OPS, leading all qualified hitters from both leagues.
Plus, Baseball America noted over the weekend that Wood's maximum exit velocity -- the speed of the ball when it leaves his bat -- is 115.3 mph, which would rank ninth in the majors, right behind Juan Soto. (You remember him, right?) His average exit velocity of 94.4 mph would tie Shohei Ohtani (he's this guy who plays for the Dodgers) for seventh. The upshot: Wood crushes the ball.
Man, would he look good in a big league uniform.
So ... what's taking so long?
Before you can say, "They must be manipulating his service time" -- clubs typically keep top prospects in the minors so they can delay free agency by a year -- they're not. Wood can no longer accrue the 172 days of service time that constitutes a full year. So whenever he's called up this summer, he would be under the Nationals' control through 2030. That's important.
So, is this about ... baseball? Seems so. Put aside what we saw in spring training -- I know, I know, that's hard -- and dig deeper into the numbers.
Start with the fact that Wood has barely 500 plate appearances above Class A -- 368 last year at Class AA Harrisburg, where he didn't exactly dominate (.248 average, .826 OPS), and just 144 at Class AAA. It's not unreasonable for the Nats to think more seasoning would be warranted.
There are, too, some things Wood could polish inRochester that would help him have more success when he arrives in the National League. His groundball rate of 56 percent is one contributor to the lack of home runs. He's also struggling against left-handed pitching, hitting just .185 with a .600 OPS while striking out a third of the time (as opposed to .374 with a .998 OPS against right-handers before Wednesday). Class AAA ball is where clubs typically stash pitchers who throw all kinds of off-speed stuff, and it can't hurt Wood to see tons of junk from all sorts of angles that veteran lefties can offer.
Add to that the cautionary tales. Jackson Holliday, widely touted as the sport's top prospect, was called up by the Baltimore Orioles to make a ballyhooed debut last month. Ten games later -- 10 games in which he went 2 for 34 with no extra-base hits, 18 strikeouts and two walks -- the 20-year-old was sent back down to Class AAA. Outfielder Jordan Walker, 21, broke camp with the St. Louis Cardinals. He lasted 20 games in which he hit .155 with a .497 OPS and was returned to the minors. Wyatt Langford, the outfielder Texas selected one pick after the Nats took Dylan Crews at No. 2 in last year's draft, made the Rangers after a Wood-like spring training -- and promptly hit .224 with a .588 OPS in 31 games before winding up on the injured list.
The Nationals are the team -- and Mike Rizzo is the general manager -- who promoted Bryce Harper and Soto as 19-year-olds. Neither went back to the minors. Both were ready. Both became stars.
So there's plenty of logic to wait on Wood.
Ugh, it's so annoying when logic offsets emotion.
James Wood is coming. It's a matter of when, not if. And when he arrives, the Nats will not only have another key piece of their future contributing to a very competitive present. They'll also be flat-out more fun to watch -- which is saying something because they have been plenty fun to watch thus far.
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Pacers coach complains about NBA officiating after Game 2 loss to Knicks 
Indiana Coach Rick Carlisle said the Pacers identified 29 questionable calls from Game 1. And ESPN reported that 49 more were identified from Game 2.

By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-05-09

Indiana Pacers head coach Rick Carlisle on Wednesday was ejected from Game 2 after being given two technical fouls. (Elsa / Getty Images)


The Indiana Pacers are frustrated with the officiating in the first two games of their Eastern Conference semifinal series against the New York Knicks.
The Pacers have submitted 78 plays that they felt were incorrectly called to the NBA for review, according to ESPN.
Coach Rick Carlisle had plenty to say after Indiana's 130-121 loss Wednesday night. His team trails the Knicks 2-0 in the series, with Game 3 set for Friday night.
"There's not a consistent balance and that's disappointing," he said. "Give New York credit for the physicality that they're playing with. But their physicality is rewarded and ours is penalized, time after time."
Carlisle said his team identified 29 questionable calls from Game 1. Another 49 were identified from Game 2, ESPN reported.
It's not unusual for NBA teams to submit plays to the league for review, though the result won't change the outcome of games. In such cases, the opposing team also receives clips of the calls in question.
Carlisle said the team did not submit clips after Game 1 because he hoped to "get a more balanced whistle" in Game 2, during which he felt similar issues reemerged. The 64-year-old coach was ejected in the final minute of Wednesday's game after being given two technical fouls.
"I can promise you that we're going to submit these tonight," Carlisle said after the game. "New York can get ready. They'll see 'em too. I'm always talking to our guys about not making it about the officials, but we deserve a fair shot."
Carlisle  said "small-market teams deserve an equal shot. They deserve a fair shot no matter where they're playing."
Among the issues Carlisle cited after Game 2 were an uncalled shove by Knicks guard Josh Hart against Indiana's Tyrese Haliburton and a late double-dribble call against New York center Isaiah Hartenstein that was later reversed.
"It's all over Twitter right now because a few people have showed it to me and [referee] JB DeRosa is looking right at it," Carlisle said of the Haliburton play. "You can see he has vision of the play and he shoves Tyrese into the corner and there is no whistle. Right in the back. That was shocking and there were many others."
Those disputes came on the heels of a Game 1 where officiating was also a point of discussion. Officials incorrectly called a kicked ball violation against the Pacers in that game, which cost Indiana a late possession in its 121-117 loss on Monday. Crew chief Zach Zarba acknowledged the mistake after the game.
Following Game 2, Haliburton said the team needs to shoulder the blame for its loss.
"Let's not pretend like that's the only reason we lost," he said of the officiating. "We just didn't play good enough. But at the end of the day it's 2-0."
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Bookies at the baccarat table: A new scandal grips Las Vegas 
The case involving Shohei Ohtani's interpreter is shedding light on a sprawling money-laundering probe -- and rattling The Strip in the process.
By Gus Garcia-Roberts | 2024-05-09

Las Vegas casinos allowed Mathew Bowyer, who is now at the center of an illegal sports betting scandal, to wager millions at their tables, records show. (John Locher/AP)


LAS VEGAS -- Of all the perks the casinos near Lake Tahoe can offer high-rolling customers, few rival an invitation to play in the American Century Championship, the annual celebrity golf tournament. And perhaps the most enticing celebrity to be paired with is retired NBA legend Charles Barkley, the tournament's hard-swinging and harder-gambling fan favorite, who every year attempts to place six-figure long-odds bets on his performance.
Naturally, in 2019, that privilege went to Mathew Bowyer, an Orange County, Calif., card player who regularly risked millions at tables throughout Nevada and elsewhere -- and who is now at the center of a betting scandal surrounding the former interpreter for MLB megastar Shohei Ohtani.
Joining Bowyer and Barkley that day were a sports agent and a Midwestern tool magnate. But unlike the rest of the group, Bowyer's source of wealth was elusive. On paper, he was a Renaissance man -- dojo operator, day trader, landscaper, real estate developer. But records and interviews suggest that among some casino hosts and executives who catered to him, Bowyer's real occupation was well known: bookie.
A tournament spokesman said the event did not have records of how many years Bowyer played but that his pairing with Barkley was probably purposeful. "The casino would have wanted to put him with a golfer with whom he'd have something in common, which in Barkley's case would be gambling," the spokesman said.
Caesar's Entertainment, the parent company of Harrah's casino near Lake Tahoe and a tournament sponsor, did not respond to a request for comment. Bowyer's attorney declined to comment on this story.
Bowyer's revenue source should have been a problem for the casinos hosting him. Federal anti-money laundering laws forbid the casinos here from allowing suspected bookies or other criminals from wagering at their tables. Nonetheless, employees up and down organizational charts at some of the largest properties on the Las Vegas Strip welcomed the action of Bowyer and his partners, according to interviews and confidential records reviewed by The Washington Post.
They comped Bowyer millions of dollars in discounted losses and perks, vouched for the legitimacy of his funds in internal correspondence and lifted restrictions on him for the promise of seven-figure cashier's checks. They even gave his wife legal income for bringing in her husband's action. All the while, they catered to him, comping penthouses and villas, shuttling him on casino-owned jets and pairing him with Barkley.
Bowyer's real occupation went from open secret on the Strip to the stuff of global headlines in March, when multiple outlets reported that he had received millions of dollars from a bank account belonging to Ohtani. Ohtani's former interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, has since pleaded guilty to siphoning Ohtani's money to pay off gambling debts without the ballplayer's knowledge.
Now the ease with which Bowyer and other major bookies allegedly washed millions at Nevada tables has become a focal point of multiple official investigations, roiling Vegas and casting scrutiny on a federal investigation that was in full swing well before Bowyer and Mizuhara's cameo roles.
Over the last two years, a dozen people have been indicted in connection with that probe, shedding light on an underworld of illegal sports-betting by well-known sports figures or those close to them, including former Dodgers phenom Yasiel Puig and LeBron James associate Maverick Carter, both of whom gambled with admitted bookie Wayne Nix.
Puig is awaiting trial for allegedly lying to federal agents; Carter has not been charged. No charges have been publicly filed against Bowyer. In Mizuhara's indictment last month, prosecutors referred to Bowyer as a "target" in an ongoing investigation.
Longtime casino executive Scott Sibella pleaded guilty in December to federal charges stemming from allowing Nix to wager illegal bookmaking proceeds at Vegas tables. Two casinos, the MGM Grand and the Cosmopolitan, admitted that their hosts welcomed Nix despite knowing he was a bookie and forfeited millions to avoid prosecution.
The Post found that two other major casinos on the strip, The Venetian and Resorts World Las Vegas, accepted millions from Bowyer and his colorful cast of Southern California associates. They include, records show, Ryan Boyajian, a muscle-bound regular on "The Real Housewives of Orange County", who prosecutors say accepted roughly $15 million stolen from Ohtani's account. (ESPN first reported Boyajian's involvement.)
The professional sports industry, once deeply wary of Las Vegas, has enmeshed itself in the city like never before, including hosting its Super Bowl here last year and making plans for an MLB team. But the unspooling scandal has called into question whether Vegas, where much of the power is consolidated in the executive offices of the casinos on the Strip, is capable of policing itself.
Richard Schuetz, a former casino executive and gaming commissioner, said state regulators have yet to prove they can hold casinos accountable. He referred to a chapter in this saga in which regulators publicly cleared Sibella of wrongdoing a year ago -- only for him to then plead guilty to similar allegations in federal court.
"I think what they mean by, 'We started an investigation,' " Schuetz said of the control board, "is that, 'We got a guy who reads the morning paper every day to see if they're saying any more s--- about us.' "
Kirk Hendrick, chairman of the Nevada Gaming Control Board, dismissed the insinuation that his agency has not acted. "I'm not hearing any criticism from the industry," Hendrick said. "The Nevada control board will investigate anybody who is either involved in or wants to be involved in the Nevada gaming industry."

Ryan Boyajian with "Real Houseives" star Jennifer Pedranti. Boyajian accepted millions in wire transfers from a bank account belonging to MLB star Shohei Ohtani, records show. (Anna Webber/Getty Images)


Las Vegas casinos have compliance departments whose job it is to vet significant gamblers. There were plenty of red flags in Bowyer's file to give them pause about courting his action.
He had previously filed for bankruptcy. He repeatedly attempted to get out of paying six- or seven-figure gambling debts to casinos, court records show. And then there was the matter of Bowyer's occupation.
Bowyer had long been on the radar of law enforcement, including when Florida deputies seized $100,000 mailed to his house by a crew of suspected bookies with mob ties.
A frequent presence in Bowyer's business dealings over the years, records show, was Boyajian, his close friend and partner long before he became a minor celebrity for his relationship with a Real Housewives cast member.
In bankruptcy filings, Bowyer said he received a $245,000 loan from Boyajian in 2010. Both men were intertwined in an alleged Belizean land scam litigated by the Federal Trade Commission, in which court records show that several key players had ties to offshore sports betting. Boyajian's attorney has said he did nothing wrong and was "not implicated." In court testimony, Boyajian said he had been fired from a previous job as a mortgage lender for what he called "fraud," for listing his own bank account number on a client's loan application.
In 2017, Boyajian reported in a divorce that he averaged $350,000 in annual income as a property manager but sometimes made as much as $1 million. He had a busy side hustle, though, according to allegations made by federal authorities in court records: he accepted millions of dollars in wagers as part of Bowyer's bookmaking business.
In interpreter Mizuhara's federal indictment last month, Boyajian was referred to anonymously as "Associate 1," according to multiple people with direct knowledge of the case. The indictment alleges that Boyajian received wire transfers from at least two Bowyer clients, including Mizuhara. Boyajian received $15 million from Ohtani's bank account between February 2022 and October 2023, according to the indictment.
Court records do not provide more detail on what if any additional role Boyajian played in Bowyer's operation. He has not been charged. According to the people with knowledge of the case, he has an immunity deal with prosecutors. An attorney representing him, Steven Jay Katzman, said he couldn't comment: "Because it's an active investigation in which he's cooperating, we can't confirm or deny anything."
Boyajian was also Bowyer's frequent companion on Vegas gambling trips, where, according to several people who encountered him, Bowyer dropped his subterfuge about his real occupation.
"It was no secret; everybody knew in the casino business that he was a bookie," said Brandon Sattler, a former high roller who said he met Bowyer many times, including at high-stakes blackjack tournaments. "If people got to know him playing at tournaments and they talked to him, he would admit it."
As a bookie, Bowyer had access to millions of dollars in cash and a tireless appetite for wagering it, mostly on baccarat. He had a long history with The Venetian, including being briefly barred from the property before being permitted back in. And Bowyer's wagering there accelerated around 2019, according to a person with direct knowledge of his gambling. That year, Bowyer regularly brought the casino cashier's checks worth up to $1 million.
Averaging $30,000 a hand at times, Bowyer lost up to $1.5 million in a single session. To keep his business, the Venetian gave Bowyer more than $3 million in "comps," which can include forgiven losses, hotel rooms, jet trips and more. Bowyer's host at the Venetian invited Bowyer and his wife, Nicole, to his wedding, photos on social media show.
Boyajian, meanwhile, was known on the Strip as a "rounder," according to a person with direct knowledge of his wagering, meaning he made the rounds of casinos, seeking and being extended credit totaling in the millions of dollars.
In total, Bowyer lost $3.6 million at The Venetian, according to multiple sources with direct knowledge. Boyajian won more than $300,000 from the Venetian, which suspended his credit line last year due to his debt to other casinos and slow repayment, according to a person with knowledge of his gambling.
The Venetian did not respond to requests for comment.
A decade ago, The Venetian's parent company agreed to pay the federal government $47 million to end a money-laundering investigation stemming from a suspected drug trafficker gambling at its tables. The casino clamped down for a while after that, developing a reputation on the Strip for strict compliance policies.
But ultimately the Venetian allowed Bowyer as a customer. And that helped open the door for him at a major new casino up the street.

Resorts World Las Vegas President Scott Sibella pleaded guilty to violating federal anti-money laundering rules. (Chase Stevens/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)


Resorts World Las Vegas opened in 2021, with Sibella as its president. Records reviewed by The Post suggest that the casino needed only mild convincing to take Bowyer as a customer. But in January 2022, an "independent rep" -- essentially a freelance casino host -- wrote to top Resorts World executive Doni Taube, citing the Venetian decision in trying to convince him to welcome Bowyer's action.
"Matt does specialize in sports wagering, and day trading among his jitsu studio, investor in real estate development and a landscape business," the independent rep wrote in the email. "As you are aware the Venetian compliance is very strict and they allow him to play there ... I feel maybe we should consider that a big company like themselves found reason to allow him to play, and has not had any issues."
"Matt is a cash player and will wire or bring a cashiers check for 1 million on a given trip," the independent rep added.
The pitch apparently worked. During roughly the same period in which he and Boyajian received millions in wires from Ohtani's bank account, Bowyer ultimately took 32 trips to Resorts World totaling 86 days, during which he lost $7.9 million, according to casino records reviewed by The Post. Boyajian lost $3.7 million over 21 trips.
Resorts World added another incentive for Bowyer to keep his action there. In 2022, according to multiple people with knowledge of the arrangement, the casino gave Nicole Bowyer, the founder of a women's athleisure company, the role of Bowyer's independent rep. She earned hundreds of thousands of dollars in commission on his play, all while also wagering herself, according to people with knowledge of the Bowyers' wagering.
In a statement, Resorts World said that once the casino "became aware of information" regarding Mathew Bowyer and Boyajian, they barred them from the property, and that the company "is fully committed to its compliance obligations under state and federal laws and regulations."
There is little evidence that Nevada regulators were seeking to crack down on suspected bookies wagering at Vegas tables before federal authorities got involved. In fact, regulators dismissed an early sign of trouble in 2022, when gambler Sattler testified during his bankruptcy that a Resorts World taqueria was secretly partly owned by another convicted Southern California bookie. Resorts World denied the allegation, and the Nevada Gaming Control Board cleared Sibella.
Also in 2022, according to Sibella's later plea agreement, he told unidentified law enforcement agents he "heard that Nix was in the booking business," referring to the other Orange County bookie. But Sibella said he didn't want to know. "I stay out of it," Sibella said, according to his guilty plea. "If we know, we can't allow them to gamble."
Seven months after the control board cleared him, Resorts World fired Sibella, saying that he "violated company policies and the terms of his employment." A few months after that, he pleaded guilty to violating federal money laundering statutes. On Wednesday, Sibella was sentenced to one year probation with a $9,500 fine.
Hendrick, the control board chair, said that what his agency cleared Sibella of, and what he ultimately pleaded guilty to, were "two separate issues."
Since the Ohtani scandal broke, the gaming control board has undertaken a new investigation apparently focused on Bowyer and others wagering at the tables, dragging gamblers and hosts to its drab headquarters miles away from the Strip for questioning.
One of Bowyer's old favorite haunts on the Strip has also taken belated action. In March, five months after the feds raided his house and just days before he was publicly implicated in the scandal surrounding Ohtani's interpreter, records show, management at The Venetian finally decided that he was no longer allowed on the property.
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After a decade of building, Bullis track may have the sport's next star
Led by Olympic hopeful Quincy Wilson, the Maryland high school continues to level up. 
By Sam Jane | 2024-05-09
Joe Lee looks out over the track in this corner of the pristine 102-acre campus at Bullis, a private high school in Potomac, Md., and his mind races. It is a warm afternoon in early April, and Lee has a practice to run. The Bulldogs' coach hates complacency.
Lee is always moving. In his 11th year at the school, the former youth pastor breaks his athletes into groups, some pulling 25-pound sleds, others hopping mini hurdles. Each drill is calibrated, each piece of instruction delivered with purpose.
Over the past decade, Lee has transformed Bullis into a track and field powerhouse. The boys' and girls' programs have produced a parade of stars, dominating local events and routinely earning accolades at national meets. In the past year, the Bulldogs set national records in the girls' and boys' 4x400-meter relays.
It took time to reach this level. When Lee arrived at Bullis in 2013, the track and field team was viewed as an easy extracurricular. He remembers athletes munching on candy between drills.
"They were challenging days, to put it mildly," Lee says.
Now, Bullis competes with the country's elite. The program's success has attracted talent from beyond the D.C. area, including a 5-foot-9, 140-pound freshman from Virginia Beach two years ago.

Over the past decade, Bulldogs Coach Joe Lee, right, has elevated Bullis track to national acclaim. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Quincy Wilson didn't come to Bullis by accident. His cousin, Shaniya Hall, was a standout under Lee and has gone on to have an impressive college career as a sprinter at national power Oregon. After Wilson's mother, Monique, had a few conversations with the coach, the family decided to move to the Washington area.
Two years into his high school career, the decision has paid off for the Wilsons and Bullis. Quincy, 16, has become a burgeoning star on a national level, a representation of all that Bullis track has become.
Whenever Wilson runs, it seems he breaks a record. At the Penn Relays in Philadelphia last month, he grabbed the baton in the 4x400 preliminary with the Bulldogs in sixth place. Wilson ran a 44.37-second split, the fastest relay leg in the event in the storied competition's history. Bullis went from sixth to first.
Lee is a coach fixated on the details: physics, biomechanics, technique and form. And Wilson has soaked it all in.

Bullis coach Joe Lee has been with the Bulldogs since 2013. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


"Please lock in," Lee says at an April practice. "This is critically important."
The 33 runners break into groups. Each is designated for a specific drill, depending on their health, specialty and skill level. Some groups pull the sleds; others do hurdle hops. Another drill has banana hurdles -- short hurdles just a few inches high -- set to a length of seven feet to make runners comfortable with longer and quicker strides.
Lee watches intently. His feedback is precise and sharp.
"Toes up, stiff ankle," he says.
"Drive the thigh."
"Allow your body to fire out."
Lee had never heard of Bullis before a friend told him in 2013 that the school was looking for a track and field coach. At the time, Lee was a former college track athlete -- he began his career at Howard University, then walked on at George Mason and won a national championship with the Patriots in 1996 -- focused more on faith and working with youths. He helped coach track in his spare time.

In 2014, Lee's staff consisted of just two parents as volunteers. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


In 2015, two years after Lee arrived, the Bulldogs won the Interstate Athletic Conference outdoor track title for the first time in more than 80 years. From the time he got to the school, Lee realized Bullis had talent. It was a matter of discovering it and crafting it. Over time, he has gotten more help in doing that. In 2014, his staff consisted of two parents as volunteers. Now, he has a staff of 12.
His methods have not changed. The Bulldogs receive the same kind of technical, straightforward instruction given to older, more accomplished athletes.
Lee said he ran under coaches who were verbally abusive, and his experience as a youth pastor shaped how he processes and converses with his athletes. He is a student of the sport, having frequent conversations with professional coaches -- including Noah Lyles's coach, Lance Brauman -- about technique.
Lee believes physics, technique and form must remain consistent regardless of talent level. How that information is presented varies by the individual.

Lee believes in providing feedback to his team that is often precise and sharp. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)



Bullis will take part in the IAC championships this week. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


"The same thing that they're teaching Noah Lyles is the same thing I'm teaching Shaeed Demetrius, who's a freshman boy -- he's all over the place," Lee said. "But I'm not changing, because it's not about me. ... The laws of physics are what they are."
For sprinters, Lee's pillars are block clearance, acceleration, transition, max velocity and deceleration management.
"A lot of my [past] coaches, they like to run you a lot and think you need to run a lot," Wilson said. "[Lee] stays up and studies specific things that each athlete needs."
Since 2014, Bullis has won 13 conference championships and produced five All-Met Athletes of the Year. Opposing coaches now view the Bulldogs as an important draw for their own meets.
"This year, they've been taking it to another level," Gonzaga Coach Conrad Singh said. "With an unbelievable student-athlete, Quincy Wilson, leading the way -- one-of-a-kind almost -- you realize this is special."
As Bullis has become a powerhouse, some in the track community have grown skeptical. Success invites scrutiny, and much of the talk around the program surrounds talent development and acquisition. IAC recruiting guidelines bar coaches from making first contact with a prospective athlete.
Lee insists athletes approach the program about joining, and not vice versa.

Athletes like Kennedy Flynn (L) get specific, straightforward instruction from Lee. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


"There's an impression or an assumption that coaches have a bigger say in the admissions process at a school like Bullis," Georgetown Day Coach Anthony Belber said. "But ... that's me maybe jumping to conclusions."
Lee is aware of the perception that he recruits.
"People say [we go out and recruit]," Lee said. "They say it all the time, but it's not true."
As for academics, Lee said the team's average grade-point average this season is 3.9.
"There are a lot of athletes who are at other places that I would've loved to have at Bullis but didn't get in," Lee said. "If I got everybody who wanted to get in, we're having a very different conversation right now."
The roster Lee has assembled is among the strongest in the area and has earned its place on the national stage. In March, the Bulldogs toppled national powers Montverde Academy and IMG Academy at the Florida Relays. Last month, Wilson had his viral moment at the Penn Relays. And this week, the Bulldogs will be heavy favorites at the IAC championships.

Wilson (left) went viral last month with his performance at the Penn Relays. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Monique Wilson had to wait for the right moment. It was winter 2021, and her daughter, Kadence, was running for Great Bridge High at a meet in Virginia. But Monique kept glancing at a coach from another school.
She watched Lee pace the track and waited for her chance to start a conversation. The coach asked her if Kadence was interested in Bullis. Wilson told him she really wanted to speak about her son.
"He looked at me like, 'What does he do?' " Monique recalled.
Two years later, Quincy Wilson has become one of Bullis's most accomplished athletes. Wilson ran a 45.19 in the 400 meters at the Florida Relays and has set a high school boys' national and under-18 world indoor record time of 45.76. In September, he signed a name, image and likeness deal with New Balance and has signed with William Morris Endeavor Sports, an agency with a lengthy client list that includes Christian McCaffrey, Joel Embiid and Serena Williams.
To top it off, he qualified for June's Olympic trials in Eugene, Ore.
Every high school track program in the country would love to have Wilson on its roster. But he chose Bullis. As a kid who grew up in a military family and moved to six different states, the Potomac campus felt like home, so the Wilsons made the decision to move from Virginia to Prince George's County.

Wilson, only a sophomore, was invited to this summer's Olympic trials in Eugene, Ore. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


"Those legs can wander away anytime, but your education will take you anywhere," Monique said. "He's running track, but we know that ... he will also [get a strong] education. And that's why he's at Bullis."
In part, the family wanted to stay close to Kadence, who now runs for James Madison University. But the move was mainly for Quincy, and it has been a sacrifice.
"[In Virginia], we built a house from the ground up," Monique said. "We sold it, packed it up, to move here."
After Wilson's first workout at Bullis, he was so exhausted that he fell asleep on the track. As a freshman, he also played wide receiver for the football team, but he dropped that sport to focus on track.
At the April practice, the compact sophomore is in full black New Balance attire. During off time, he receives treatment for his legs and jokes with teammates. He and Lee constantly shoot quips at each other. He's mature for his age and has an outside chance to make the U.S. Olympic team at 16. But he's still a high school kid with a teenager's sense of humor.
Yet he's about his business when the time comes. Wilson explodes through every drill, immediately turning to Lee afterword for feedback. The two spend a good portion of the practice together, an elite talent receiving pointed instruction.

Wilson and the Bulldogs train with precision. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Lee's formula is a blend of art and science. He combines technical instructions and purposeful teaching, with the team's culture built on older runners teaching younger athletes the program's core tenets.
The program's mantra is "LEAD" -- no laziness, no egos, no attitude and no drama. When the top runners on the team are watching film and asking questions after each practice sprint, there is a trickle-down effect.
Wilson's rapid rise has brought even more attention to the program. At practice, several athletes use backpacks from New Balance Nationals, one of the most prestigious meets at the high school level. A few are decorated with patches, denoting an all-American. After years of building, Lee has established a culture of success.
"A lot of these private schools, they bring different kids in, but Bullis, ever since I've been here, we haven't brought a kid in [during] the middle of the year," Wilson said. "We're building bonds inside and outside of track. We're like brothers."

Since 2014, Bullis has won 13 conference championships and produced five All-Met Athletes of the Year. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


The coach understands expectations have grown. As he walks past runners doing a drill, he is frustrated by their effort. He pleads with them to find more intensity.
He gets on all fours, an AirPod dangling from his right ear and sunglasses blocking the afternoon sun, demonstrating the effort he wants. Everyone quiets.
"Give me great," Lee said. "I don't want good. I want great."

Led by Wilson, Bullis now competes with the country's elite. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 
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Ippei Mizuhara, ex-interpreter for Shohei Ohtani, agrees to plea deal
Ippei Mizuhara, per federal prosecutors, will plead guilty to one count of bank fraud and one count of subscribing to a false tax return.
By Des Bieler | 2024-05-09

"The extent of this defendant's deception and theft is massive," a federal attorney said of Ippei Mizuhara. (Kirby Lee/USA Today Sports) 


Ippei Mizuhara, the former longtime interpreter for Los Angeles Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani, agreed to a plea deal that could lead to as many as 33 years in federal prison, prosecutors announced Wednesday.
A 39-year-old native of Japan who had been extremely close to Ohtani since before the two-way baseball sensation came to the United States, Mizuhara will plead guilty to a pair of charges, authorities said, related to an alleged scheme to pilfer almost $17 million from an Ohtani bank account and use the money to pay off gambling debts and purchase personal items.
"The extent of this defendant's deception and theft is massive," U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada said in a statement. "[Mizuhara] took advantage of his position of trust to take advantage of Mr. Ohtani and fuel a dangerous gambling habit. My office is committed to vindicating victims throughout our community and ensuring that wrongdoers face justice."
Mizuhara faces charges including one count of bank fraud, which carries a maximum sentence of 30 years, and one count of subscribing to a false tax return, which carries a sentence of up to three years.
Mizuhara, who went to high school in the Los Angeles area and was described by authorities as a resident of Newport Beach, Calif., was said to have an arraignment scheduled for May 14. Prosecutors announced he is expected to enter a guilty plea "in the coming weeks" in U.S. District Court.
In a court filing Wednesday and a news release, the U.S. attorney's office for the Central District of California shared summaries of Mizuhara's alleged wrongdoing. After Ohtani signed with the Los Angeles Angels in 2018, Mizuhara helped him set up a bank account in Phoenix. The interpreter was thus able to glean the account's password, prosecutors said, and use his access to change its registered email address and phone number so bank officials would contact Mizuhara, rather than Ohtani, when seeking to verify wire transfers.
Mizuhara called the Phoenix bank and impersonated Ohtani approximately two dozen times, per the plea agreement. In addition to paying off gambling debts, Mizuhara was said to have used the stolen funds in other ways, including to pay for $60,000 worth of dental work and for approximately $325,000 worth of baseball cards. He intended to resell the cards, per the plea agreement, and "use the proceeds for his own personal benefit."
Mizuhara prevented non-Japanese speakers in Ohtani's circle, such as the baseball star's sports agents and financial advisers, from checking the bank account by falsely telling them Ohtani, who did not speak English, wanted to keep it private, prosecutors said. Beginning no later than November 2021, they said, and continuing until March, Mizuhara "fraudulently obtained more than $16,975,010" from the account.
Ohtani's interpreter since 2013, Mizuhara "acted as a de facto manager and gatekeeper" to the player once they came to the United States, Wednesday's court filing stated.
Mizuhara also was alleged to have falsely claimed on a 2022 tax return a total taxable income of $136,865 for that year when the number should have been more than $4 million higher, according to authorities. Mizuhara was said to owe the Internal Revenue Service almost $1.15 million, bringing the total restitution cited in the plea agreement to over $18 million.
The plea agreement filed by the U.S. attorney's office included a passage in which Mizuhara was said to have acknowledged that if convicted, it would be "practically inevitable and a virtual certainty that [he] will be removed or deported." He then could be denied U.S. citizenship and future admission to the country in the future, although the agreement noted those decisions would be made in separate proceedings.
Mizuhara was released last month on an unsecured bond worth $25,000 (via Reuters). He was ordered by a U.S. District Court magistrate judge in downtown Los Angeles to avoid any contact with Ohtani or any bookmakers and to undergo gambling addiction treatment.
In a statement issued last month via an attorney, Mizuhara apologized to Ohtani, as well as to the Dodgers, Major League Baseball and his family. Mizuhara was said then to be "hopeful that he can reach an agreement with the government to resolve this case as quickly as possible so that he can take responsibility."
After the allegations came to light in March, Ohtani said he was "very saddened and shocked that someone who I have trusted has done this."
"I never bet on baseball or any other sport," the 29-year-old said, "and I've never asked somebody to do it on my behalf. I never went through a bookmaker to bet on sports."
The Dodgers fired Mizuhara in late March while in Seoul to play a regular season game against the San Diego Padres that marked Ohtani's highly anticipated debut with the team. When Mizuhara flew back from South Korea, per a court filing last month, federal agents were waiting for him at Los Angeles International Airport and seized his phone, which allegedly revealed damning texts to a suspected illegal bookmaker.
Initial questions about whether Ohtani was himself involved in gambling or at least was aware of Mizuhara's actions have appeared to dissipate amid the federal probe and the interpreter's public assumptions of responsibility. In federal court filings, Ohtani has been referred to as "Victim A."
Mizuhara "exploited his relationship with Mr. Ohtani to bankroll his own irresponsibility," an IRS criminal investigator said Wednesday in a statement.
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The Defenders' secondary has an NFL pedigree. Can that win UFL games?
The D.C. Defenders assembled a secondary booming with NFL talent, but even in the UFL, that guarantees nothing.
By Jake Russell | 2024-05-09

Cornerback Gareon Conley, a 2017 first-round pick by the Oakland Raiders, is among the notable names in the D.C. Defenders' secondary. (Greg Fiume/UFL/Getty Images/Courtesy of the D.C. Defenders) 


On the heels of an XFL championship game appearance, the D.C. Defenders aimed to build on last year's 10-2 season -- and much of that effort went into bolstering what already appeared to be a strength.
As they prepared for their first season in the United Football League -- the spring league created by the merger of the XFL and the USFL -- the Defenders already had two former Washington NFL safeties in D.J. Swearinger and Montae Nicholson. They also brought back cornerback Michael Joseph, who intercepted four passes last season, with an XFL-leading two pick-sixes.
Then in January, the team signed two former NFL first-round cornerbacks: Gareon Conley (taken 24th by the Oakland Raiders in 2017) and Deandre Baker (taken 30th by the New York Giants in 2019). They also selected 2023 all-XFL safety Deontay Anderson in the dispersal draft after the XFL and USFL combined. A secondary brimming with NFL experience seemed set to rule this spring, but reality was slightly more complicated.
"Even though you have established players, they still have to be productive players," said Defenders defensive backs coach Vernon Dean, an NFL veteran who won two Super Bowls with Washington in the 1980s. "Name doesn't mean anything without production because, at the end of the day, everybody here is [working] for an opportunity."
The Defenders are 3-3, and their offense is last in the eight-team UFL in time of possession and third to last in yards, keeping the defense on the field more than anticipated. As a result, D.C.'s defense is third to last in the UFL in points allowed per game (25.0) and next to last in yards allowed (313.2).
Even in the UFL, name recognition only goes so far, and the lack of production meant changes were needed. The Defenders released Swearinger following a 45-12 loss to the St. Louis Battlehawks in Week 5. That blowout was the Defenders' first defeat at Audi Field; they entered the matchup with a 10-0 mark at home since 2020.
"It's part of the business. It's part of life," Swearinger, 32, said of his release in an Instagram video last week. "You gotta roll with the punches. I'm not mad about it. I'm not too bothered, although I did want to play football, finish this season out. But, hey, life is gonna life."
The Defenders released Swearinger to distribute more playing time to younger members of the secondary, such as Nicholson, 28, and Anderson, 26.
"We are in the production business. You got to produce," Dean said. "It just came to a point that we thought that it was time for these younger guys, to give them an opportunity, because Montae is very talented. So is Deontay Anderson. He's very talented. Those are talented players. They're bigger, they're younger, they're faster. D.J. was smart; he was good for the room. He helped take these guys' football IQ to a different level. It was just a matter of the numbers that we had."
The younger players turned to the UFL because their NFL paths filled with interruptions and detours. Conley, who has battled nerve damage and compartment syndrome in his leg, hadn't played since suiting up for the Houston Texans in a playoff game on Jan. 12, 2020. He said his goal is to make it through this season healthy and showcase the talent that boosted him into the NFL draft's first round.
"I still got it. I can still play," Conley said of what he has learned about himself while playing spring football.
"The UFL has reiterated that I'm resilient," he added. "I've been through a lot on and off the field. To be able to come back again ... [after] four years of literally not playing a competitive snap and being able to play -- being able to run in general is big for me -- but being able to play football again, no matter what level, has taught me and shown me that I'm resilient."
Baker, who was convinced to join the UFL by Defenders defensive end (and former University of Georgia teammate) Davin Bellamy, appeared to be a star in the making with the Giants until he was charged in an alleged armed robbery in May 2020. The Giants released him that September. The charges were dropped that November, and Baker joined the Kansas City Chiefs, playing two games in 2020 before suffering a broken femur. He played 10 games in 2021 but hadn't played competitive football since.
Baker said the criminal allegations and subsequent release from the team that drafted him changed his career trajectory and his perspective on the field.
"If I have one bad play, I won't dwell on it," Baker said. "I'll just move on to the next play and fix it and correct it throughout the game. You can't just focus on one mistake or bad thing that happened."

The New York Giants drafted Deandre Baker in the first round out of the University of Georgia in 2019. (Mark Humphrey/AP) 


Nicholson also exited the NFL after off-field incidents. He was arrested and charged with assault after a late-night fight in December 2018; the charges were dropped in May 2019. In November 2019, his girlfriend died of an accidental fentanyl overdose at his home. Washington cut him in March 2020.
Like Baker, Nicholson said he has reflected on the events and choices that upended his professional life.
"I learned that even though I was an NFL player, a professional athlete, stuff like that can still happen to me," Nicholson said. "Some people say because I'm in such a position that the target is bigger, but I wasn't walking around like that. I do have to hold myself to a certain standard as well off the field. I'm learning that more. With that comes patience, consistency, obviously accountability, keeping the correct people around me -- because I was enjoying being an NFL player, I was enjoying playing football at the highest level without really paying attention to, or acknowledging what it really, really took to succeed."
Dean said patience was required with Baker and Conley, given their injury histories, but he eventually realized why the Defenders added them.
"Once they started practicing, you saw why they were [first-round] draft picks," Dean said. "You can see the talent."
Led by their defense, the Defenders turned things around in Week 6, avenging a season-opening loss in San Antonio by downing the Brahmas, 18-12, at Audi Field to put themselves back in the playoff race. Nicholson, in his first game since suffering a stinger in the season opener, started in Swearinger's place. Joseph, who leads the UFL in tackles (49) and pass breakups (six), led the team with 13 tackles. San Antonio gained just 67 yards through the air.
Whether the UFL reopens NFL doors for D.C.'s talented secondary remains to be seen. Swearinger said before the season that he had not received any interest from NFL clubs. Conley also said he hasn't received NFL attention this season. Baker said multiple teams told him they were keeping tabs on him, and Nicholson said he received some NFL consideration last season before rupturing his Achilles'.
With four regular season games remaining, performances such as Sunday's could put the Defenders' secondary back on the NFL map.
"There's guys out here. There's real, real guys out here," Nicholson said of the UFL. "... It's highly competitive, and the hunger in this league is great. It is great. I'm actually ecstatic to be in this league because -- I don't want to say it takes me back to my roots -- but it's instilling that hunger and that drive again because there's still something after this."
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Nationals finally run out of answers and fall to Orioles in 12 innings
If the first six weeks of the season have proven one thing, it's that these Nationals fight until their 27th out. Against the Orioles, they fought until their 36th.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-05-09

Nationals starter Mitchell Parker, pitching to Ryan Mountcastle of the Orioles, had a solid night Wednesday, going 52/3 innings and giving up two runs on five hits. (Susan Walsh/AP)


The Washington Nationals trailed the Baltimore Orioles by two runs with two outs and none on in the bottom of the ninth Wednesday night and couldn't have looked more comfortable. Two innings later, they trailed by two again. They rallied to extend the game to another inning.
In the 12th, they nearly got the deed done again but fell, 7-6, to the Baltimore Orioles at Nationals Park.
The Nationals put themselves in position for their MLB-leading 13th come-from-behind victory against the team with the best record in the American League. Ultimately, they ran out of answers and split the two-game series.
The loss, after more than 31/2 hours of baseball, sent Washington back to .500 at 18-18. The Orioles improved to 24-12.
"They battled all night long. To me, that shows unbelievable character," Nationals Manager Dave Martinez said. "We fell short, yeah. They put two on; we come back. They put two on; we come back. That says a lot about this ballclub. It was beautiful. It really was. We fell short, but we keep playing like that, we're going to win a lot of baseball games."
With two outs in the ninth, as a handful of those in attendance headed for the Metro, ESPN put the Nationals' win probability at 1 percent. Eddie Rosario -- heating up after a historically cold stretch to start the year -- then hit a solo home run off Craig Kimbrel to cut the deficit to 3-2.
Two walks brought CJ Abrams up to face left-hander Keegan Akin, and Abrams promptly poked one through the right side to score pinch runner Nasim Nunez with the tying run. From there on, the vibes changed, drama thickened, and the tension ratcheted up. Focus narrowed, and outs led to slammed bats.
Kyle Finnegan, who hasn't allowed a hit in his past 11 innings, shut down Baltimore in the 10th. Albert Suarez returned the favor for the Orioles in the bottom of the inning.
In the 11th, after Hunter Harvey gave up a two-run homer to best friend Ryan Mountcastle, Washington tilted the game back to even on Ildemaro Vargas's double, which scored Joey Meneses, and Jacob Young's sacrifice fly to shallow right. Ricky Gutierrez made the gutsy call to send Rosario, who slid home just before the tag from catcher Adley Rutschman to tie the score.
"This team -- wow," Rosario said. "Fighting all day, all game. We've got clutch hitters here."

Ryan Mountcastle is congratulated by his Gunnar Henderson after hitting a two-run home run for the Orioles in the 11th inning. (Susan Walsh/AP)


In the 12th, the Orioles scored on a leadoff single off Jordan Weems, and Jorge Mateo advanced to third base on two errors before scoring on a wild pitch. Finally, Washington failed to get the tying run across; Luis Garcia Jr.'s double scored Abrams before the Nationals made three quick outs.
"You want those leverage situations," Weems said. "Came up short this time but got to be ready because our team's pretty good."
Washington entered the game 10-5 in one- or two-run games largely on the strength of the back end of its bullpen. Once again, pitching kept the Nationals within striking distance, this time on a night when the offense was largely inconsistent against Orioles starter Kyle Bradish, who finished with nine strikeouts but lasted just five innings.
The Nationals put two on with no outs in each of the first two innings but mustered just one run, on Trey Lipscomb's single up the middle to score Meneses in the second. By the end of the fourth, they had stranded five runners in scoring position, with Anthony Santander's diving catch preventing another RBI for Lipscomb.
Lost in the late-game drama was another strong start from Mitchell Parker. The rookie left-hander again attacked with three trusty pitches -- a fastball he knew he could pepper in and around the strike zone, a splitter and a curveball that could keep bats off-kilter.
But a sparsely used slider came back to bite him.
Parker tried his fourth pitch, got a few silly misses against Gunnar Henderson, and kept pounding it. The Orioles figured it out.
Santander took one, low and outside the zone, 416 feet for a solo shot to tie the score at 1 in the fourth. Henderson -- who had been fooled with three sliders in his previous at-bat -- launched his AL-leading 11th home run, a solo shot, two innings later to give the Orioles a 2-1 lead.
Still, his final line, 52/3 innings pitched with two runs on five hits, marked another night of progress. His ERA rose only slightly, to 2.67, keeping the ERA of four of the Nationals' five healthy starters below 4.00. Last year, only one starter (Josiah Gray) did that.
"The Orioles come in here pretty hot, right? ... We could have easily just said we're down 3-1," Martinez said. "We don't do that. We keep fighting. ... That should be a pretty good wake-up call for those guys, that we can play with anybody."
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Real Madrid stuns Bayern Munich with another Champions League comeback
Madrid substitute striker Joselu scored twice in the game's final minutes, while Bayern's attempt at a late equalizing goal was waved offside without going to review.
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-05-09

Real Madrid will face Borussia Dortmund in next month's Champions League final. (Oscar Del Pozo/Getty Images) 


Even by the standards of a club with a flair for late-game Champions League heroics, Real Madrid's 2-1 comeback win over visiting Bayern Munich was dramatic.
Substitute striker Joselu scored twice in the waning minutes of Wednesday's semifinal to send the Spanish powerhouse to the Champions League final, 4-3 on aggregate.
Joselu entered the game in the 81st minute with his team on the brink of elimination. It trailed 1-0 in the second game and 3-2 on aggregate.
That lead lasted until the 88th minute, when Bayern goalkeeper Manuel Neuer initially stopped then dropped a long-range effort by Vinicius Junior. Joselu pounced on the loose ball to equalize.
In the 90th minute, just before the broadcast showed nine minutes of stoppage time on the clock, Vinicius found himself with the ball on the near flank again. Real Madrid flicked the ball inside, then outside, and Madrid defender Antonio Rudiger delivered it to Joselu, who knocked it into the back of the net before an offside was called. The play was reviewed, and moments later, the goal was given.
Four minutes past the prescribed stoppage time, Bayern defender Matthijs de Ligt leveled the score, but the referee had issued an offside call. An irate Bayern bench called for the play to be reviewed. The goal didn't stand, and the final whistle blew after 15 minutes of stoppage time.
A frustrated de Ligt told BeIN Sports after the game that the play should have been reviewed, drawing a comparison to how Joselu's second score was managed. He called the situation "a shame."
"If it's offside or not, I don't know," he said. "You can check it. But if you don't check it, how can you see it?"
Real Madrid's heroics Wednesday were its latest in a run of late-game Champions League fortune.
In 2022, Madrid trailed Paris Saint-Germain 2-0 on aggregate in the round of 16 when Karim Benzema scored a second-half hat trick in just 17 minutes to push Los Blancos through. Facing Chelsea in the quarterfinal, Madrid trailed 4-3 but equalized late to force extra time, and Benzema's 96th-minute goal secured its passage.
Perhaps most stunning was its semifinal comeback against Manchester City, which led 5-3 on aggregate after 89 minutes of their second leg. Rodrygo netted a brisk brace to force extra time, and Benzema later won the match. Madrid beat Liverpool in the final.
Real Madrid will face Borussia Dortmund on June 1 in the Champions League final at London's Wembley Stadium. Dortmund, Bayern's German rival, on Tuesday topped Paris Saint-Germain, 2-0 on aggregate.
Madrid will play in its sixth Champions League final in 10 years, aiming to add to its record 14 European titles.
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After an offseason of reflection, Eric Thibault has a vision for the Mystics
Mystics Coach Eric Thibault enters his second season as head coach trying to learn from his first year at the helm.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-05-09

Eric Thibault is seeking to keep his players accountable as he enters his second season as head coach of the Washington Mystics. (Jess Rapfogel for The Washington Post) 


Shatori Walker-Kimbrough just couldn't help herself, even though she knew better. She understands the new rules, but she had to get something off her chest.
For that, the eighth-year WNBA veteran got an early glimpse of the evolution of Eric Thibault in his second season as the Washington Mystics' head coach.
"Yeah, he's cracking down. He's standing on business, for sure," Walker-Kimbrough said, recalling an incident during last week's preseason opener at Atlanta. "He said in the beginning: 'We're not talking to refs. We're moving on to the next play.' A bad call got called, and I just felt like I just needed to talk to the ref about it. And he was like, 'No, Tori, we're not doing that.' And that's good. I didn't listen because I got caught up in a moment. He's holding us accountable for it."
Thibault laughed after hearing Walker-Kimbrough's remarks and added, "I led the league in technicals, so I've got to practice what I preach."
Lessons learned all around. There was minimal chirping at the officials Wednesday as the Mystics closed the preseason with an 83-77 loss to the Minnesota Lynx at Entertainment and Sports Arena.
The team -- and the entire league -- has hit the final stretch of training camp, with final cuts coming Monday before the regular season opens Tuesday. The Mystics are down to 15 players -- two more than they will carry on opening night -- after Queen Egbo was traded to the Connecticut Sun this week for a 2025 second-round draft pick and the rights to 6-foot-10 Hungarian center Bernadett Hatar.
Decisions are on the horizon for the Thibaults -- Eric and his father, Mike, the Mystics' general manager and former head coach -- about how this retooled roster will enter the season. As they make their evaluations, Eric Thibault has already gone through his own self-scout.
His first season as head coach was disrupted by injuries and finished with a 19-21 record and a sweep in the first round of the playoffs against the New York Liberty. There were deep looks into the construction of the team and some personal introspection.
"I think there are certain things we value here in terms of our culture, accountability, being selfless, trying to elevate the people around us. And I had to think about that through the offseason," Thibault said. "Was I doing everything I could to create the culture that enables that?"
A strong culture has long been a source of pride for the Mystics, but the offseason changes put a few thoughts in Thibault's mind. The team is younger, has several new faces and no longer has the veteran presence of Elena Delle Donne, Natasha Cloud, Tianna Hawkins and Kristi Toliver. So Thibault wanted a reset of sorts. He couldn't assume that everyone fully understood what the standards, rules and tone would be.
"It felt like time for kind of a fresh beginning, a fresh introduction, new establishing way of doing it," the 36-year-old Thibault said. "There's less connection to quote-unquote 'how it used to be.' And so I think it had to be a conscious decision to say, 'Here's where we're starting, here's where we're going, and how are we going to get there in between?' "
Veterans who have been with the team for years said they haven't seen drastic changes but more of a reemphasizing of core values. Thibault always has been considered a player's coach, working with them individually and even continuing the rebounding duties he carried for years as an assistant. Walker-Kimbrough specifically mentioned him being more of a stickler on rules.
Before she was traded, Egbo brought a different viewpoint from most of her teammates. She was acquired in the middle of Thibault's first year as head coach, and only Egbo and guard Brittney Sykes were on the roster last year and this year without previously playing for Thibault when he was an assistant.
"He's a lot more comfortable," Egbo said. "I feel like he's definitely a lot more vocal. Last year we had a lot of vets who were ... kind of guiding, I would say, me and the team on the floor. This year, Coach is a lot more vocal with making corrections, adjustments. And I feel like he's just more persistent and stern on what he wants. I feel like he's kind of found more so who he is as a coach and what he wants to bring to his team."

Mystics guard Brittney Sykes puts up a shot during a preseason game Wednesday against Minnesota. (Jess Rapfogel for The Washington Post)


There have been some practice tweaks -- the Mystics watch film first thing instead of waiting until right before they take the court. There is a bit more delegation now that Thibault's staff has handled an entire season with its current responsibilities. More practice time has been dedicated to playing five-on-five, and there has been an emphasis on the basics of passing, ballhandling and finishing.
In the way young players look to grow during the offseason, the same can be said for coaches.
"If I [watch] video of . . . my first season, I'm going, 'What in the hell was I doing?' " said 15th-year Lynx coach Cheryl Reeve, who will lead the U.S. Olympic team this summer in Paris. "You learn what's your identity. What do you like? What are your staples? . . . You're not your finished product yet, just like a player. You've got to be in the trenches and be in the battles and get your a-- handed to you, that kind of thing. And you've got to learn and you've got to adjust and you've got to be self-aware."
Wednesday's preseason loss featured good and bad. The Mystics had 20 assists on 26 baskets, with six assists coming from 31-year-old rookie Julie Vanloo, whose court vision stood out. Thibault said he was pleased with the team's defensive effort and communication but that the pace from the starters and finishing around the basket could use work.
Ariel Atkins scored a game-high 20 points, Myisha Hines-Allen added 12, and Karlie Samuelson finished with 11, including three three-pointers. Atkins, Samuelson, Sykes, Shakira Austin and Stefanie Dolson started both preseason games, and those expected to be in the rotation played significant minutes. Second-round draft pick Kaylynne Truong didn't play Wednesday because of an ankle injury suffered in practice.
Assistant general manager Maria Giovannetti has worked with Thibault for a decade as they grew within the organization. She said she hasn't noticed any major changes from Year 1 to Year 2, but she said Thibault has been sturdy as a leader with the team going through this transition. There were a lot of offseason discussions about "the things that we want to be about." That included everything from not arguing with the officials to not wearing jewelry at practice.
"It might seem insignificant to take them as kind of like one-offs," Giovannetti said. "But when you put them into the whole picture of being about the right things, being in it for the team and not yourself, we felt really confident as a group that this is what we're going to go forward with."
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WNBA plans to use chartered flights in reversal of long-standing policy
WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engelbert said the league is close to launching a program that would allow its teams to take chartered planes for all games.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-05-08

New York Liberty players wait to board buses at Harry Reid International Airport in Las Vegas. (John Locher/AP)


The skies are about to become a lot more friendly for WNBA teams.
Commissioner Cathy Engelbert said Tuesday that the league is close to launching a program for teams to charter flights for travel to all games, bringing it in line with common practice for major men's professional leagues. Travel has been a long-standing source of contention between the league and its players as teams have flown on commercial flights for road games. Engelbert, who made the announcement at the Associated Press Sports Editors Commissioners Meetings in New York, said the change could be implemented as soon as this season if the details are finalized -- regular season games begin May 14.
Players have lobbied for these changes for years, citing more than just a comfort factor. Security is an issue when teams arrive at airports for their commercial flights early and players are left to wander among other travelers before boarding with the public. Phoenix Mercury center Brittney Griner was confronted by a right-wing social media personality at Dallas Fort Worth International Airport last year. The Indiana Fever has discussed the extensive security measures it put in place for travel after drafting Caitlin Clark, who became a household name while becoming the all-time leading scorer in the NCAA's top division.
As the WNBA's popularity has increased significantly in recent years -- alongside an increase in attention on women's basketball as a whole -- security concerns have only risen.
Then-Mercury forward Brianna Turner, a vice president for the Women's National Basketball Players Association, tweeted last year after the incident involving Griner: "Player safety while traveling should be at the forefront. People following with cameras saying wild remarks is never acceptable. Excessive harassment. Our team nervously huddled in a corner unsure how to move about. We demand better."
Players also have noted that commercial flights can be a health issue that directly affects the quality of play. Squeezing tall players into cramped seats to fly across the country and sometimes play in early games the next day can take a toll on their bodies, players have argued, and makes them susceptible to additional injury.
Engelbert, who said Tuesday she expected the program to cost $25 million this season, has long stated that fully committing to chartered flights was an economic risk for the league that she was unwilling to take. The league already had approved chartered flights for playoff games, the Commissioner's Cup and games held on back-to-back nights that require air travel at a cost of $4 million for this season, Engelbert said at the WNBA draft last month. The New York Liberty was fined by the league for chartering flights in 2021.
"We're not going to jeopardize the financial viability of this league," Engelbert said at the draft. "It was just a few years ago we were surviving, and now we're going from survive to thrive."
She added then that the change would come at an appropriate time. That time seems to have arrived.
"This isn't because it's the right thing to do," Engelbert said Tuesday. "It's because it's good for [the] business."
Joe Tone in New York contributed to this report.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-05-09
MLB
1 p.m. Seattle at Minnesota >>> MLB Network
5 p.m. Houston at New York Yankees >>> MLB Network
9:30 p.m. Kansas City at Los Angeles Angels >>> Fox Sports 1
NBA PLAYOFFS, SECOND ROUND
7 p.m. Game 2: Cleveland at Boston >>> ESPN
9:30 p.m. Game 2: Dallas at Oklahoma City >>> ESPN
STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS, SECOND ROUND
7 p.m. Game 3: New York Rangers at Carolina >>> TNT
9:30 p.m. Game 2: Colorado at Dallas >>> TNT
GOLF
9:30 a.m. PGA Tour: Myrtle Beach Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
11:30 a.m. PGA Tour Champions: Tradition, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 p.m. PGA Tour: Wells Fargo Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League semifinal, second leg: Romaat Bayer Leverkusen >>> CBS Sports Network
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores, Group F: Independiente del Valle at San Lorenzo >>> BeIN Sports
8 p.m. Copa Libertadores, Group A: Fluminense at Colo-Colo >>> BeIN Sports
10 p.m. Copa Sudamericana, Group G: Lanus at Deportivo Garcilaso >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP/WTA: Italian Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
COLLEGE BASEBALL
8 p.m. Georgia at South Carolina >>> ESPN2
COLLEGE SOFTBALL -- CONFERENCE TOURNAMENTS
11 a.m. SEC, quarterfinal: Tennessee vs. LSU >>> SEC Network
11 a.m. ACC, quarterfinal: Boston College at Duke >>> ACC Network
Noon Big Ten, quarterfinal: Northwestern vs. Indiana >>> Big Ten Network
1:30 p.m. ACC, quarterfinal: Clemson vs. Virginia >>> ACC Network
2 p.m. SEC, quarterfinal: Arkansas vs. Missouri >>> SEC Network
2:30 p.m. Big Ten, quarterfinal: Nebraska vs. Minnesota >>> Big Ten Network
5 p.m. SEC, quarterfinal: Florida vs. Georgia >>> SEC Network
5 p.m. ACC, quarterfinal: Florida State vs. Notre Dame >>> ACC Network
5:30 p.m. Big Ten, quarterfinal: Michigan vs. Maryland >>> Big Ten Network
7:30 p.m. ACC, quarterfinal: Georgia Tech vs. Virginia Tech >>> ACC Network
8 p.m. Big Ten, quarterfinal: Rutgers vs. TBD >>> Big Ten Network
8 p.m. SEC, quarterfinal: Texas A&M vs. TBD >>> SEC Network
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For Whitey Herzog, managing the Rangers was 'the worst decision of my life'
Whitey Herzog's first job, a stint with the Texas Rangers that lasted less than a season, provided a colorful start to a Hall of Fame managerial career.
By Frederic J. Frommer | 2024-05-08

The St. Louis Cardinals pause to watch a video tribute to former manager Whitey Herzog on April 19. (Jeff Roberson/AP) 


Whitey Herzog, who died last month at 92, is best known for leading the St. Louis Cardinals to three National League pennants and a World Series title in the 1980s with an explosively fast team that stole bases at will. Mostly forgotten, however, is his humbling managerial debut a decade earlier in Texas, when he was fired after less than one season and replaced by Billy Martin. It was, he would later say, an experience he regretted, but it provided a colorful start to what became a Hall of Fame managerial career.
Texas Rangers owner Bob Short hired Herzog to be his manager in November 1972 after Herzog helped build the 1969 World Series champion New York Mets as the team's director of player development. Many thought Herzog would be the next Mets manager, but when skipper Gil Hodges died before the 1972 season, New York hired Yogi Berra instead.
Unlike the Mets, who would win the NL pennant in 1973, the Rangers were not considered a plum franchise. They started as the expansion Washington Senators in the 1960s, managing just one winning record in 11 seasons, before moving to Arlington, Tex., for the 1972 season. In their first year there, under Manager Ted Williams, the renamed Rangers finished an MLB-worst 54-100. With four games remaining in the season, Williams announced he would not return the following year.
When Herzog, 40, was named the new manager about a month later, he said he would ditch some of Williams's "by-the-book" rules and might reverse his predecessor's reliance on platoons.
"I don't want to criticize Ted, but Biittner can hit left-handed pitching," he said, referring to young first baseman Larry Biittner, who was mostly limited to batting against righties.
"I had a good job. It paid well and the Mets are a heck of an organization, but everybody who was ever a player wants to manage in the big leagues," said Herzog, who played for eight seasons, starting with the original Senators in 1956. "I talked with Ted Williams in September, and he said he wasn't going to come back. He said why didn't I send Mr. Short a wire. So I did."
Years later, Herzog clearly had second thoughts. He recalled Williams touting the Rangers as a team on the rise.
"And I probably made the worst decision of my life. I went to Texas," he recalled with a laugh during an interview that St. Louis radio station KFNS aired in a memorial tribute last month. "I want to tell you something: I called them the Texas Strangers after I was there for about two months. I mean, it's the damnedest club I've ever seen."
He blasted Short for having promotions such as pantyhose night -- a tradition the owner started in D.C. -- at the expense of fielding a competitive team.
"Bob Short was a big entrepreneur and he always would promote and he didn't think about winning," Herzog said. "And our team that I managed was so bad that the women would buy a general admission ticket for [$2.50], walk through the turnstiles, pick up their pantyhose and leave while they're playing the national anthem. Nobody wanted to see us play."
In his sole season, the Rangers repeated as the worst team in baseball. Herzog had a .341 winning percentage, even worse than Williams's .351 mark the previous year.
Short blasted both managers on their way out the door, expressing buyer's remorse.
"I thought I needed Ted four years ago to create interest in Washington," he said shortly before Williams resigned at the end of the 1972 season. "And I thought I needed him this year to create interest in Texas. But I don't need him as much as I thought."
About halfway through the 1973 season, the owner called Herzog "the best damn manager in baseball," United Press International reported. At the end? "I understand now I made a mistake when I asked Whitey to manage the club. Last year I deliberately avoided choosing a man with managerial experience. This time I'm looking for a person with that experience."
Williams, too, had never managed when Short chose him to lead the Senators in 1969, and it worked out well for one season. Williams led the Senators to their only winning record that year, and he was the American League manager of the year.

Herzog meets with reporters after being named the Rangers' manager in November 1972. (Charles Bennett/AP) 


Herzog came to Texas with high hopes -- and a few raised eyebrows.
"There was some surprise expressed when Herzog left the high security of his job with the Mets for the high-risk role as manager of the Texas Rangers," Shirley Povich wrote in a March 4, 1973, column in The Washington Post.
Herzog told Povich that he had wanted to be a major league manager for a long time but insisted: "I've got to call the shots. I took this job because the best young players I saw in the Florida Instructional League belonged to the Rangers. In a couple of years, I'm going to have a pretty good ball team or Whitey's going to be fired."
Despite his burning desire to manage, he had turned down two attempts by Athletics owner Charlie Finley to hire him as manager. "I coached for his Kansas City team in 1965," Herzog told Povich. "Charlie doesn't want a manager. What he wants is a caretaker for his silly mule mascot while he runs the team himself."
Yet that's pretty much what he got in Short, minus the mule.
Nothing demonstrated that better than how Short micromanaged the team's No. 1 draft pick that season, David Clyde. The Rangers had him start a game less than three weeks after his last pitch in high school, where he had gone 18-0 with a 0.18 ERA his senior year. As the Dallas Morning News wrote in a 2013 retrospective, the plan was for him to make two or three starts and then get seasoning in the minors. But after the team averaged around 34,000 fans for his first two starts -- more than quadruple the Rangers' typical gate of 8,470 -- Short changed the plan and kept him on the roster, overruling Herzog's pleas to send him down to develop.
"A travesty," Herzog told the newspaper. "As an 18-year-old kid, he might have been as good or better than anybody I'd ever seen."
After two good starts, Clyde unraveled. He finished the season 4-8 with a 5.01 ERA, and his MLB career lasted just five seasons.

Herzog said left-hander David Clyde "might have been as good or better than anybody I'd ever seen" as an 18-year-old. (Htw/AP) 



David Clyde's parents cheer after his major league debut. (AP) 


"It was the dumbest thing you could ever do to a high school pitcher," Clyde's teammate Tom Grieve said in 2013. "In my opinion, it ruined his career. Bob Short did it because he needed the money. It's as simple as that."
Clyde was more diplomatic: "Bob Short, God rest his soul, was in it for the quick turn rather than the long-term investment."
Meanwhile, Herzog didn't even last the two seasons he had given himself. His fate was sealed when the Detroit Tigers fired Martin as manager in early September, a year after he led them to the AL East title. Short fired Herzog less than a week later. Although the owner didn't immediately name a replacement, Herzog read the situation with clear eyes.
"I think he has already hired Martin," Herzog said, according to a UPI story at the time. "If he hasn't, then why did he fire me? I think he's got to grab Martin before he goes somewhere else."
Despite the Rangers' poor record, the firing came as a shock. Herzog "had developed a rapport with his players, the fans and the news media," UPI reported. That also would describe Herzog's reputation in more successful stints with Kansas City and St. Louis.
The very next day, Short announced he had signed Martin to a long-term contract. The new skipper came with a ton of baggage; AL President Joe Cronin had just suspended him for two games for ordering his pitchers to throw "illegal greaseballs" larded with saliva and petroleum jelly. It was one of many run-ins that would foreshadow his tumultuous reign as the New York Yankees' manager.
At his introductory news conference in Arlington, Martin vowed to maintain his obsession with winning.
"The players may not like you some of the time, but I've always made the statement I'd play Adolf Hitler to win," he said.
Over the remaining 23 games, Martin went 9-14, but he turned the team around the next year. The Rangers had their first winning season and finished in second place in 1974.
By then, Short was pretty much gone. Just before the 1974 season, he announced he was selling a controlling interest of the team. AL owners approved the sale May 29.

Whitey Herzog toasts with St. Louis Cardinals owner August "Gussie" Busch Jr., left, after the Cardinals won the 1982 World Series. (AP) 


With a poor record in his first managerial job, Herzog could have faded into obscurity. But in July 1975, the Kansas City Royals gave him another chance, and he guided the team to a .621 winning percentage over the final two months of the season. Then he led them to three consecutive AL West titles, although they lost the AL Championship Series to the Yankees each time -- twice with Martin at the helm.
Herzog would make an even bigger mark with the Cardinals in the 1980s -- including stints as both general manager and manager -- highlighted by the 1982 World Series title. In St. Louis, he perfected his entertaining "Whiteyball" philosophy that took advantage of Busch Stadium's deep dimensions and fast artificial turf. Those teams flooded the gaps with doubles and triples, stole a ton of bases and played outstanding defense.
In a 2011 interview with the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Herzog reflected on his time working for Short. It was the eve of a World Series pitting his first and last managerial stops -- Texas and St. Louis. He said Short had claimed he would fire his own grandmother to hire Martin. (Short actually said, "If my mother were managing the Rangers and I had the opportunity to hire Billy Martin, I'd fire my mother" -- but you get the idea.)
"Well, I was the grandma," Herzog said. "The next damn day, I was gone."
But he added: "It was probably the best thing that ever happened to me. It made me realize I wasn't so damn smart."
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Hack targeting hospital chain Ascension is impacting patient care
Ascension, which operates 140 hospitals in 19 states, says the hack has disrupted clinical care. The extent and duration of the disruption weren't immediately clear.
By Daniel Gilbert | 2024-05-09

(Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Ascension, one of the largest health systems in the United States with 140 hospitals, was struck by a cyberattack that affected computer systems across the country and impacted patient care, the system said in a statement Thursday.
The nonprofit chain said it detected the hack Wednesday and took immediate steps. News reports from Florida, Kansas and elsewhere said ambulances were told to take emergency patients to alternative hospitals.
Patient record systems and medication prescribing systems were among systems affected, requiring doctors and staff to use paper records, according to the local reports.
"There has been a disruption to clinical operations, and we continue to assess the impact and duration of the disruption," the system said in a statement Thursday morning. It did not offer details about the nature or extent of the impact on patients. It said access to some systems had been disrupted "as this process continues."
It said it was investigating which records were compromised. "Should we determine that any sensitive information was affected, we will notify and support those individuals in accordance with all relevant regulatory and legal guidelines," it said.
The Catholic-affiliated Ascension, among the five largest networks in the United States by number of hospitals, is headquartered in St. Louis with operations in 19 states. It reported total revenue of $28.3 billion in 2023.
The hack comes as government and health-care officials focus renewed attention to cybersecurity in the wake of the hacking of Change Healthcare, a subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group that is responsible for processing a vast amount of medical claims nationwide.
The cyberattack and ensuing outage disrupted operations across the country's pharmacies, hospitals and medical practices, preventing them from getting paid and leaving consumers unable to use coupons they rely on to afford prescription drugs.
Health-care providers largely have been able to blunt direct impacts to patient care over the course of the Change Healthcare hack, even as they've taken out loans and resorted to filing medical claims on paper.
United Health Group's chief executive, Andrew Witty, disclosed last month in a Senate hearing that it paid $22 million in bitcoin to hackers who targeted subsidiary Change Health and shut down medical billing systems across the country.
The vulnerability and United Health's response came under intense criticism from lawmakers. In that hack, the criminals accessed computers using compromised credentials, entering through a system that did not require multifactor authentication.
Ascension said it had turned to a third-party contractor, Mandiant, to help it investigate and work on restoring service. It said it has notified other businesses that interact with its computers so they can take steps to protect their own systems, which often means disconnecting.
"Our care teams are trained for these kinds of disruptions and have initiated procedures to ensure patient care delivery continues to be safe and as minimally impacted as possible," Ascension said.
Hackers in recent years increasingly have targeted U.S. medical systems with ransomware, which involves infiltrating an organization's network and using malicious code to lock up its data. The FBI's internet Crime Complaint Center received reports of 249 ransomware attacks on health-care infrastructure last year, the most of any sector it tracked, according to an annual summary released in March.
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Why everyone's mad at Apple's new iPad ad
Apple's commercial for the new iPad Pro seems to celebrate the destruction of analog art. 
By Will Oremus | 2024-05-09

Apple introduces the redesigned 11-inch and all-new iPad Air, supercharged by the M2 chip during an Apple virtual event in Cupertino, Calif. on Tuesday. (Apple Inc./Handout/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Forty years ago, the upstart computer company Apple's iconic "1984" commercial symbolically aligned the company with the resistance of the human spirit to the mechanistic forces of conformity.
Today, the company--now a $3 trillion global goliath -- has sparked a blowback with an ad that seems to do just the opposite. If the ad wasn't intended to illustrate how Apple risks becoming the villain of its own hero myth, the reaction to it sure does.
The commercial, which touts the latest iPad Pro, shows an intimate studio brimming with analog instruments and art tools: a mechanical metronome, a vinyl record player, a film camera, jars of paint, a piano. The scene resonates as warmly nostalgic until the ad cuts to a wider view, revealing an enormous slab of metal looming above it.
As the mass slowly descends to physically crush the instruments, sending shards and paint flying, the realization hits: The mass is Apple, inexorably pulverizing these beloved emblems of human creativity, one after the next. As the crusher withdraws, the studio and all its contents are gone -- replaced by the company's new tablet.
The spot was intended as a clever play on a genre of video popular on TikTok, in which hydraulic presses or car tires crush objects that pop, crumple or explode in sensorily satisfying ways. The payoff is meant to be that these tools of creativity actually haven't been destroyed, just consolidated into a single, sleek gadget.
Yes, the iPad is a versatile device, and many creative professionals use it for a wide range of tasks. Posting the video on X, Apple CEO Tim Cook boasted of the latest device's "advanced display" and powerful M4 chip, adding: "Just imagine all the things it'll be used to create."
But the ad hits at a time when artists feel a heightened vulnerability to the march of automation. The latest AI tools can mimic an artist's work on command; machine-generated articles, songs and images are mingling with and increasingly displacing the work of humans. No wonder they're a bit sensitive.
While Apple may not be driving that particular upheaval, its iPad event leaned into what Cook has called the "transformative power and promise of AI." Historically, the company has played a leading role in disrupting creative sectors through software such as iTunes. (Remember "Rip. Mix. Burn."?) More broadly, its ubiquitous devices have come to represent the triumph of the digital over the analog world.
One of Steve Jobs's early achievements was to position the company's computers as friendly and helpful. (Think of the simple Apple logo, the Happy Mac icon or the cheerful, colorful iMac.) But over the years, including under Jobs, the company's obsessions with sleekness, power and efficiency have lent its image a colder, harder sheen. That could be a liability at a time when even some former tech lovers are becoming Luddites.
As for crushing things in a vise grip, that happens to be what Apple stands accused of doing to independent app developers in an antitrust lawsuit filed last month by the U.S. Department of Justice. It's remarkable that the company's marketers didn't see a problem with that visual metaphor.
Now, many of the creative types the company seemed to be courting with the iPad ad are jeering it instead. Here's a sampling of the reactions:
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        Deputy fatally shot Black airman after entering wrong apartment, lawyer says
        Kelsey Ables, Alex Horton

        Senior Airman Roger Fortson, 23, was alone in his apartment when Florida authorities looking into a disturbance burst in, according to a witness cited by the lawyer.

      

      
        A gay couple couldn't access IVF benefits. They're suing New York City.
        Maham Javaid

        The first-of-its-kind class-action lawsuit alleges that the city's denial of IVF benefits constitutes discrimination against gay men.

      

      
        Superintendent fired after her daughter's softball rival alleged retaliation
        Jonathan Edwards

        Marian Kim Phelps was fired last week after allegedly using her position as Poway Unified School District's superintendent to bully her daughter's softball rival.

      

      
        Read the daily court transcripts from Trump's N.Y. hush money trial
        Aaron Schaffer
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Deputy fatally shot Black airman after entering wrong apartment, lawyer says
Senior Airman Roger Fortson, 23, was alone in his apartment when Florida authorities looking into a disturbance burst in, according to a witness cited by the lawyer.
By Kelsey Ables, Alex Horton | 2024-05-09

Senior Airman Roger Fortson in December 2019. (U.S. Air Force/AP) 


A Florida deputy fatally shot a Black Air Force airman last week after forcibly entering the wrong apartment, his family's attorney alleged Wednesday, citing information from a witness.
The witness -- who was on FaceTime with Senior Airman Roger Fortson during the incident -- said Fortson, 23, was alone in his apartment when the authorities entered, according to a statement released by attorney Ben Crump's office.
Fortson heard a knock at the door and asked who was there, but did not receive a reply, the witness said. After another "very aggressive knock," Fortson looked out the peephole and could not see anyone. He was concerned, the statement said, and retrieved a gun, which he owned legally.
As Fortson returned to the living room with the gun, the authorities allegedly burst through the door and shot him six times. The witness recalled Fortson saying "I can't breathe" after he was shot. He died at a hospital.
The Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office said in a statement released Tuesday that a deputy was responding to a "call of a disturbance in progress" when he "encountered an armed man," whom the deputy shot.
Crump said in the statement that the authorities' telling of the incident "falsely suggests that Roger posed a threat" and is "deeply troubling."
"It's imperative to correct the record and acknowledge the wrongful entry into Roger's home," he said, calling for transparency in the investigation and the immediate release of body-cam footage to Fortson's family.
The Florida Attorney General's Office and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement did not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday evening.
Okaloosa County Sheriff Eric Aden said in a statement that he placed the deputy on administrative leave and asked the Florida Department of Law Enforcement to conduct a review.
Fortson enlisted in 2019 and served as a special mission aviator with the 4th Special Operations Squadron, the Air Force said, including as a gunner on the AC-130J, a workhorse aircraft in Special Operations. His decorations include an Air Medal with "C" Device, according to his service record, indicating that he served in a combat environment.
The Black community is saddened over the killing, and anger is starting to boil over as few questions are being answered by authorities, said Sabu Williams, an Air Force veteran and president of the Okaloosa County branch of the NAACP.
Williams said he has met with military and law enforcement officials to learn more about the incident, but that details on why the deputy arrived at Fortson's door, who opened it and what circumstances led to the shooting remain unclear or ambiguously described by the sheriff's office.
"There are issues with this incident," he said. "Issues I think will probably not fare well for the deputy involved."
Nicole Hodskins, an Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office spokesperson, said police shootings are typically referred to state law enforcement investigators but she did not respond to a request to provide recent examples.
The Washington Post on Tuesday requested body-camera footage from deputies involved and the incident report filed after the shooting. A representative of the records office said the report is "still in the process of being completed." The sheriff's department will release the footage Thursday afternoon, a spokesperson said.
According to internal investigation documents released in February, a law enforcement officer from the same sheriff's office shot at an unarmed and handcuffed man in November after he mistook the sound of a falling acorn for a gunshot. While the investigation concluded that the deputy used excessive force, there were no criminal charges filed, and the deputy resigned before the public release of the findings.
Police violence against Black Americans has sparked mass protests over the past decade, including the Black Lives Matter movement, in response to the killings of such individuals as Eric Garner, Breonna Taylor and others. Public outcry reached a fever pitch in 2020 after George Floyd's fatal interaction with police.
According to The Post's database of fatal police shootings from 2015 to April this year, police killed the highest number of people on record in 2023, and Black Americans are killed by police at more than twice the rate of White Americans.
Fortson joined the military after graduating from high school with honors and did not have a criminal record, Crump's office said in the statement. "By all accounts, he was a stellar member of the Air Force and loved by his community," Crump wrote of Fortson.
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A gay couple couldn't access IVF benefits. They're suing New York City. 
The first-of-its-kind class-action lawsuit alleges that the city's denial of IVF benefits constitutes discrimination against gay men. 
By Maham Javaid | 2024-05-09

The Thurgood Marshall U.S. Courthouse in New York City. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)


New York City is denying in vitro fertilization benefits to thousands of gay male employees of the city and their partners, a class-action lawsuit filed by a same-sex married couple alleged Thursday.
Brooklyn-based couple Nicholas Maggipinto, 38, and Corey Briskin, 35, claim the city is discriminating against male same-sex couples and violating federal, state and local laws by denying them IVF insurance benefits that other city employees are able to access.
"We were disheartened to say the least when we were told that we aren't eligible for the IVF benefit because of the way the policy is phrased," Briskin told The Washington Post. "We are entitled to equal treatment under the law."
The lawsuit comes at a time when IVF has been thrust into national scrutiny after the Alabama Supreme Court ruled this year that frozen embryos are children. The lawsuit also comes at a time when LGTBQ rights are at the fore of U.S. politics, with states passing legislation to pull back gender-affirming care and to restrict the mentioning of sexual orientation in public schools.
After repeatedly asking the city to let them access IVF benefits to which more than 300,000 city employees are entitled, the couple are seeking reimbursements for all those who have been denied coverage since the benefits were made available, and they're trying to force the city to change its policy to include gay men. The case hinges on whether the city can lawfully bar same-sex male couples from accessing IVF benefits.
A spokeswoman for City Hall, Liz Garcia, told The Post on Thursday morning that they will review the lawsuit.
The administration of New York City Mayor Eric Adams "proudly supports the rights of LGBTQ+ New Yorkers to access the health care they need," Garcia said. "The city has been a leader in offering IVF treatments for any city employee or dependent covered by the city's health plan who has shown proof of infertility, regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation."

Nicholas Maggipinto, left, and Corey Briskin have filed a class-action lawsuit against New York City for denying IVF benefits to thousands of gay male employees and their partners. (Nicholas Maggipinto and Corey Briskin)


Briskin and Maggipinto had dreamed of raising children together since they began a relationship after meeting at law school in 2011. They married five years on.
"We both had a similar vision about what kind of a life we wanted," Briskin said. "And it involved raising children together."
They always knew that, for them, building a family would have to involve IVF and surrogacy.
For gay men and their partners, IVF is the only feasible way to conceive a child, the lawsuit says. IVF involves retrieving eggs from a patient's ovaries, fertilizing them to create embryos and transferring embryos to the uterus.
The lawsuit alleges that the city's policy should cover the egg retrieval and the creation of an embryo -- benefits that can cost tens of thousands of dollars out of pocket that it already offers to other employees -- for all couples, including gay couples. It does not allege that the city should pay for surrogacy or provide benefits for surrogates.
The city's health-care plan has "categorically excluded gay male employees and their partners from receiving IVF benefits under the plan," the lawsuit claims.
"It's a real gut punch to so many of the gay men that work for the city that they are the group that needs IVF the most and they are the group that are excluded from it," said Peter Romer-Friedman, the couple's lawyer.
The couple first learned from the insurance representative for their doctor's office that they could not receive the IVF benefits that heterosexual and same-sex female couples get because their situation did not meet the city's definition of infertility. Then they made further inquiries on access to IVF benefits with the city's Office of Labor Relations and a human resources employee at the district attorney's office.
Everyone had the same answer: The couple didn't meet the city's definition of infertile.
According to the city's insurance benefits policy, infertility is the inability to conceive after "12 months of unprotected intercourse" or intrauterine insemination, in which sperm is inserted directly into a uterus. The city has "interpreted it to mean intercourse between a man and a female," the lawsuit claims.
The city's medical definition of infertility, which Maggipinto describes as "restrictive and exclusive," has raised questions.
"The city is discriminatory towards same-sex male couples because they cannot satisfy the definition of infertility the city is choosing to follow," said Betsy Campbell, the chief engagement officer at Resolve: The National Infertility Association, adding that the city does not have to choose to follow New York state's definition.
She said that the American Society for Reproductive Medicine updated its definition of infertility last year, defining it as the "need for medical intervention, including, but not limited to, the use of donor gametes or donor embryos in order to achieve a successful pregnancy either as an individual or with a partner." ASRM said the definition is not exhaustive.
Campbell says the city may be following the definition of infertility as understood by New York state, but it is not following the spirit of the law, which seeks to be inclusive.
The law offers a provision, she said, that should have provided exceptions to Maggipinto and Briskin's case: "Earlier evaluation and treatment may be warranted based on an individual's medical history or physical findings."
Moreover, then-New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo's executive order in 2021 legalizing gestational surrogacy highlighted that the law should apply equally to all couples struggling to build families, Campbell said. No longer will anyone "be blocked from the joys of starting a family and raising children simply because of who they are," Cuomo had said.
None of this has helped Maggipinto and Briskin so far.
"You still have government entities deciding who can and can't have children," Maggipinto said, adding that even adoption is much harder for same-sex male couples than other couples. "When you base decisions like that on nothing other than sexual orientation, then gay men are being made to look like we can't be good parents."
When Briskin joined the Manhattan district attorney's office in 2017, the couple began planning for IVF under the city's insurance plan. He is still under that plan through COBRA, a continuation of health coverage, even though he has since left the job.
After writing to the city's Office of Labor Relations in 2021 and learning that they are categorically barred from IVF benefits, the couple filed a complaint with the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission in 2022.
The class-action discrimination complaint against the City of New York claimed that the city's denial of IVF benefits to the couple and other gay male employees "constitutes unlawful sex and sexual orientation discrimination." The couple alleged that the city government violated their civil rights by refusing to pay for fertility services that were covered for women and cisgender couples.
At the time, in a statement similar to Thursday's statement, a spokesperson for City Hall told The Post: "Our policies treat all people under the program equally, regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation."
The statement left the couple confused, they said.
"The city has the right talking points and the intention seems to be good," Briskin said. "But the policy that the city espouses and offers to its employees just don't reflect that sentiment at all."
In March -- almost two years after the complaint was filed -- the EEOC granted the couple the right to institute a civil action against the city because the commission had begun an investigation but had not yet reached a conclusion.
The process has taken longer than either Briskin or Maggipinto expected. They said they wanted to start a family seven years ago.
While waiting for the city to grant them access to benefits, they have paid for egg retrieval and fertilization services out of pocket, which has set them back to pay for the surrogacy part of the pregnancy.
Although the couple is hopeful that the lawsuit will take them a step closer to the outcome they have been waiting for, they said that the journey has had many disappointments.
"I made many sacrifices, including my energy and my earning potential, while serving as a prosecutor in the public sector," Briskin said. "All that to be told that me building a family doesn't matter to the city in the same way as other employees building a family matters to them."
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Superintendent fired after her daughter's softball rival alleged retaliation
Marian Kim Phelps was fired last week after allegedly using her position as Poway Unified School District's superintendent to bully her daughter's softball rival.
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-05-09

"I've never threatened any student. I never would. I've never talked to any student about making threats about them not graduating. All of those accusations are completely false and fabricated," Marian Kim Phelps told a TV station in November. (KFMB)


Players on the Del Norte High School girls' softball team clapped last year when their pitcher was named MVP during an end-of-year banquet. But their "resounding support" wasn't enough for her mother -- the California school district's top official, a lawsuit states.
Later that night, Poway Unified School District Superintendent Marian Kim Phelps texted one of her daughter's teammates, asking if she and other players had conspired to give her daughter lackluster applause compared to others who had won awards, according to a lawsuit filed Nov. 27, in San Diego Superior Court. When the player said no, Phelps allegedly suggested they were "trying to cover up their poor behavior" and threatened school discipline.
"But it is what it is and we will follow up on our end from an administration standpoint," a text to the student, which was included as an exhibit in the lawsuit, stated.
It was the start of a nearly year-long campaign in which Phelps harnessed her position leading the school district to bully and discipline a pitcher she perceived as a rival to her daughter, according to the suit, which was filed by the student's father. The saga escalated last week when the Poway Unified school board, after a four-month investigation into the allegations, voted unanimously to fire Phelps.
"Based on her conduct, as revealed to the Board through the investigation, the Board has lost all confidence and trust in Dr. Phelps' ability to continue to serve as Superintendent," Board President Michelle O'Connor-Ratcliff said in a statement.
Phelps did not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday afternoon. District spokeswoman Christine Paik declined to comment on Phelps's firing or the lawsuit's allegations.
The plaintiff, identified as Jane Doe in the suit, and Phelps's daughter have pitched for Del Norte High School's varsity softball team for years, competing for the "prime spot in the circle and valuable playing time on the field," according to the suit.
Both girls were stars. On May 30, the team held its banquet during which Phelps's daughter won MVP and Jane was awarded defensive player of the year, the suit alleges. Phelps's daughter later said the other players "would cheer in a loud and overly exaggerated way for certain players and then not at all for me," according to the suit.
During the conversation between Phelps and one of the players after the banquet, the superintendent said Jane's defensive player of the year award was undeserved and she would use her "power" to prevent Jane from becoming co-captain alongside her daughter the following year, the suit states. Phelps also allegedly threatened to have Jane transferred from Del Norte and, if that didn't work, said she would make sure she had a "lonely year."
Finally, Phelps threatened the entire team's corps of incoming seniors: If they didn't admit to orchestrating a conspiracy to not clap for her daughter, she would make sure none of them walked at graduation, the suit states.
Over the next five months, Phelps allegedly harnessed her power as superintendent to get officials at the district and high school to conduct an "investigation" into Jane bullying her daughter, which ended in Jane being banned from all extracurricular activities during her upcoming senior year -- including softball.
Her family hired lawyer Justin Reden who sent a 135-page complaint to the school board, including 26 witness statements he said vindicated Jane and established the findings of the school's investigation as "demonstrably false." On Oct. 9, district officials sent notice that Jane's claim had been rejected, according to the lawsuit.
But public interest in the accusations started to build. At a school board meeting on Nov. 9, Tom Peronto, one of the girls' softball coaches, addressed the school board during public comment, saying neither he nor any of the other coaches had been interviewed during the investigation that had led to Jane's discipline, even though they had the best view of what happened at the banquet.
"Is that not suspicious? How can that possibly be considered a legitimate, comprehensive investigation?" Peronto said.
As Peronto spoke, some in the audience held up signs, including ones that read "STOP abuse of POWER," "FIRE PHELPS NOW" and "We saw something. We said something. Now, what will you do?"
On Nov. 15, the board authorized the independent investigation into Phelps.
That day, she gave an interview to KFMB in which she said that the discipline against the pitcher "had nothing to do with the clapping."
"I've never threatened any student. I never would," she told the station. "I've never talked to any student about making threats about them not graduating. All of those accusations are completely false and fabricated."
Last week, the school board disagreed. In her statement announcing Phelps's termination, O'Connor-Ratcliff, the school board president, said that the outside law firm they had hired to investigate the superintendent had interviewed 41 witnesses and reviewed documents before wrapping up on April 18.
The probe "brought to light previously unknown evidence from witnesses with direct first-hand knowledge, that contradicted Dr. Phelps' statements and assertions to the Board, District staff, and the public," O'Connor-Ratcliff said in the statement.
Meanwhile, Jane has gone through her senior year and, after her lawyer reached an agreement with the school, participated in extracurricular activities, softball included. The team's last regular season game is on Thursday, and then she and her teammates will try to make a deep push into the postseason, Reden said.
After graduation, Reden said, Jane is off to a Division I college where she has already secured a scholarship to play softball.
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Read the daily court transcripts from Trump's N.Y. hush money trial 
Access the daily court transcripts from former president Donald Trump's hush money trial in New York, including testimony from David Pecker and Stormy Daniels. 
By Aaron Schaffer | 2024-05-09

Justice Juan Merchan warns former president Donald Trump that further violations of a gag order could land him in jail during Trump's criminal trial in Manhattan state court in New York City on Monday. (Jane Rosenberg/Reuters)


After jury selection in Donald Trump's historic records-falsification trial, the New York state court system began posting daily transcripts of the trial proceedings on its website.
The trial transcripts are produced quickly and may contain typos or small errors. The Post is regularly downloading the images of each page, combining them into searchable PDFs and linking to them below:
(To get daily recaps of the trial, sign up for The Trump Trials newsletter.)
May 7, 2024: Stormy Daniels testimony
May 6, 2024: Judge again finds Trump in contempt; Trump Org. employees testify
May 3, 2024: Hope Hicks testimony
May 2, 2024: Stormy Daniels's lawyer's testimony
April 30, 2024: Trump found in contempt; Stormy Daniels's lawyer testifies
April 26, 2024: David Pecker and Rhona Graff testimony
April 25, 2024: David Pecker testimony
April 23, 2024: David Pecker testimony
April 22, 2024: Opening statements
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Hawaii is poised to make the 'shaka' its official state gesture
The bill would also recognize Hawaii as the birthplace of the shaka, which involves extending the thumb and pinkie finger while curling the others down.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-05-09

A city bus in Honolulu displays the "shaka" gesture March 6. (Mengshin Lin/AP)


For decades, Hawaii residents have used the "shaka" hand gesture to convey several greetings -- hello, goodbye, thank you and aloha.
Now the shaka, which involves extending the thumb and pinkie finger while curling the others down, is on its way to becoming Hawaii's official gesture.
State lawmakers last week passed a measure that would recognize Hawaii as the shaka's birthplace, though there are competing theories on the gesture's origins. While different groups in Hawaii interpret the shaka differently, the bill states that it has been used across the state for "sharing aloha, fostering connection and being pono," or living righteously.
State Sen. Glenn Wakai (D), a primary sponsor of the bill, said the shaka embodies "all the goodness that emanates from" Hawaii.
"This is not the most monumental piece of legislation," Wakai said. "We're not improving health care, we're not getting better educational outcomes. But I do think that it's important to capture what is special about Hawaii."
Hawaii Gov. Josh Green (D) supports the legislation, his office said in a statement Saturday, adding that he would probably sign it "presuming there are no flaws or issues" with the bill's language. If signed, the law would take effect immediately.
The idea for the bill came from Steve Sue, a Honolulu resident who made a documentary on the shaka's origins, Wakai said. Production began in 2019, and over the years, Sue learned the shaka's different meanings and origin stories.
While talking with Wakai in December, Sue expressed a desire to find a way for Hawaii to enshrine the gesture.
"I realized that there's a huge lurking asset here for the state that's not really being protected," Sue told The Washington Post.
The pair came to agree that a bill would help preserve the shaka's connections to the state.
"If the shaka was born in Hawaii, is being utilized in all corners of Hawaii, why wouldn't we want to take ownership of it?" Wakai said.
Sue's film, "Shaka, A Story of Aloha," explores the different origin stories Hawaiian elders have for the gesture, which dates back 110 years, and the meanings it holds. The documentary also examines the etymology of the word "shaka," which Sue said can't be a Hawaiian word because the language does not have a "sh" sound. The word may have originated in Japan, where shaka is another name for the religious teacher the Buddha.
"It's a melting-pot story," Sue said.
The bill acknowledges this history while stipulating that "all theories have the shaka developing within the state." One legend holds that people playing with marbles invested the gesture. Another says it came to be after a shark bit off someone's middle three fingers.
In one of the earliest stories behind the shaka, a Hawaiian man named Hamana Kalili, whom Sue called "the genesis of the gesture," lost his index, middle and ring fingers in a sugar mill accident in the 1910s. Later, when Kalili worked as a train security guard, the people who jumped onto the cars as stowaways mimicked his hand gesture as he tried to wave them off the cars.
Kalili's descendants recently testified in support of the shaka bill alongside hundreds of other people, Sue said.

Keli'inowelo Makainai-Matsuda is great-great-great-granddaughter of Hamana Kalili, who is known as the father of shaka, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. (Mengshin Lin/AP)


Despite the range of origin stories, Hawaiians frequently use the shaka -- when they wave and say hello, or as a thank you when someone holds the elevator door open or lets their car into traffic in front of them, Wakai said.
The gesture is also widely used in surfing, a sport believed to have originated in Hawaii. For years, state lawmakers have been pushing for Hawaii to be considered more of an epicenter for surfing, Wakai said. The shaka, he said, is "a little piece towards us really raising awareness and celebrating surfing."
The bill to make the shaka Hawaii's official gesture says it would offer "influential power to build the State's economy, global brand, and resident pride." The legislation also stipulates that the Hawaii State Foundation on Culture and the Arts may create a public display of the shaka and its history "to be displayed in a prominent location within the State for residents and visitors."
During the five months it took to get the bill to the governor's desk, Wakai said some community members critiqued it as an "utter waste of time" compared to other issues lawmakers handle.
But the bill passed unanimously in both chambers of the state legislature and moved to the governor's desk last week.
"It's a symbol of Hawaii," Sue said of the shaka. "And we can share a lot of aloha around the world just by bringing what the shaka means to light, the values that are imbued to that symbol, and the cultural and historic meanings that have been layered on to it."
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For college faculty, supporting protesters is a new job -- and risk
College faculty members said they've felt a duty to support their students during pro-Palestinian protests even as they've faced arrests and suspensions.
By Kyle Melnick, Danielle Douglas-Gabriel | 2024-05-08

Several UCLA faculty join with pro-Palestinian protesters on campus on April 29. (David Crane/The Orange County Register/AP)


Annelise Orleck has been teaching U.S. and Jewish history for more than three decades at Dartmouth College. But during a protest on campus last week, the 65-year-old feared she might become a key figure in future textbooks.
After she told police officers to stop arresting students on the campus green, Orleck said, officers threw her to the lawn and knelt on her back. She said she couldn't breathe.
"It did occur to me that I could die," Orleck recalled.
Orleck is one of many faculty members across the country who consider themselves to have added job responsibilities since pro-Palestinian protests emerged on college campuses last fall and particularly in the past month. She and others who spoke to The Washington Post said they've felt a duty to support their students and stand up for their own ideological convictions, often against college administrators who have called law enforcement on protesters.
At Columbia University, the epicenter of recent college protests, faculty members guarded the students' encampment. Hundreds of faculty members at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill signed a petition in support of suspended student protesters. At other schools, faculty members have physically stood between police officers and students.
Some teachers have suffered similar consequences as the students they sought to protect -- arrests, suspensions and injuries. While tenured professors have job security, adjunct professors and instructors who work on contracts fear being let go -- even with support from local and national unions.

Amanda Smith, vice president for student affairs and dean of students, hands protesters a letter at an encampment by pro-Palestinian students at the University of Texas at Dallas in Richardson, Tex., on May 1. (Juan Figueroa/The Dallas Morning News/AP)


The protests have forced some teachers to contemplate how far outside of the classroom their support for students should extend. Some have become the faces of pro-Palestinian and pro-Israel movements at their colleges, displaying loyalty to some students but receiving harassment from others.
Orleck's arrest prompted discussion about police invention on campuses after videos of her interaction with local police officers circulated online.
While she was on the ground in Hanover, N.H., Orleck said, her hands were zip-tied before officers escorted her to a van and charged her with criminal trespass. Orleck said she was banned from parts of the campus as a condition of her bail, although the school said Tuesday that the ban would be lifted. Dartmouth President Sian Leah Beilock said in a statement that the protesters' "actions have consequences."
Hanover Police Department Chief Charles Dennis said in a statement that "local and state law enforcement agencies responded to maintain public safety and assist in stopping unlawful conduct." He did not respond to a question about Orleck's treatment; state police, which were also involved in the confrontation, did not respond to inquiries.
Orleck said she does not know what the repercussions on her job will be, if any, but said they were worth standing with her students. She said her right wrist and left shoulder still hurt, and she has struggled to sleep since May 1, the day of the protest.
"We were just worried that they would be assaulted, and we were right to be worried," Orleck said. "It never occurred to me that I, as an older woman Dartmouth professor, would be arrested."
Anita Levy, a senior program officer for the American Association of University Professors, said the faculty union has seen more universities disciplining professors in recent months for speaking against the Gaza war or advising student groups.
The swift suspension of faculty members raises questions about whether they were given due process before being placed on leave, Levy said. Summarily suspending professors without a hearing or proceeding, she said, is a violation of their faculty union's contract. Levy encouraged suspended faculty to seek redress through the union.
"Politicians are putting the pressure on administrations to crack down in ways that we haven't seen before," Levy said. "This is a significantly different moment" than other recent protest movements.

Eman Abdelhadi, an assistant professor at the University of Chicago, hugs a supporter after speaking Monday during a news conference on campus about the pro-Palestinian encampment in the university's quad. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times/AP)


One of the largest crackdowns occurred at Washington University in St. Louis, where six faculty members were placed on paid leave due to their alleged involvement in an April 27 pro-Palestinian protest on campus. The private university has banned some of those professors from contacting students or colleagues, using university systems, engaging in work activities or representing the institution, unless their deans make an exception.
"Universities are making up the rules as they go, trying to suppress free speech on campus," said Angela Miller, a professor of art history and archaeology and one of the faculty members facing discipline. "... It results in these jerry-rigged procedures."
If students need to meet during her office hours, Miller said, an administrator must be present to monitor the interaction. Emails the professor receives from students with questions about their final class projects must be referred to the office manager for a response, Miller said.
Megan Green, an adjunct professor in Washington University's School of Social Work, said she has also been placed on leave. She said she's been allowed to finish her public policy course on Zoom, but she doesn't know whether she'll be invited to return next semester. Michael Allen, a senior architecture lecturer, said he has been banned from campus and is only allowed to complete grade work.
All three said they were only at the protest to observe and support their students.
"I thought the presence of faculty outside the encampment would help de-escalate the situation," Allen, 43, said. "I had no idea within less than three minutes I would be in handcuffs."
Green said that what started as a peaceful demonstration with students sitting and eating together turned violent as police arrested protesters on April 27. Chancellor Andrew Martin said in a statement that the demonstration wasn't peaceful, claiming that protesters swung flagpoles and sticks, attempted to break into locked buildings and deface property, and bellowed chants that "many in our community find threatening and antisemitic."
Allen was taken into custody for trespassing, one of at least 100 people detained that day. The next steps are unclear to him.
"They have leveraged these suspensions to make public examples out of students and faculty," he said. "I am exhausted."
The university has said it's investigating the teachers' involvement in the protests. A spokesperson for Washington University declined to comment on personnel matters.
Allen said he would have backed student protesters regardless of what they were supporting.
"Maybe we all learn something from this happening," Allen said, "and create a safe space for protest of any kind in the future."
Still, some colleges have tried since Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel to limit protesting by faculty members. The University of California's board of regents is weighing a policy that would ban political statements by faculty members on university websites, while Barnard College in New York City instituted a similar policy shortly after the start of the conflict. Those actions have done little to deter faculty members.
Benjamin Robinson, an associate professor of Germanic studies at Indiana University, faced a line of police officers in riot gear on the Bloomington, Ind., campus on April 25. Behind him, dozens of student protesters linked arms in front of a newly built encampment.

Columbia University professors demonstrate outside the Manhattan campus on May 1 to demand the release of arrested students. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


Administrators had called police to a lawn on campus to disband the encampment, but Robinson tried to act as an intermediary.
"These are kids," Robinson, who wore a shirt that said, "Jews Say Cease Fire Now," recalled telling officers. "Are you going to use violence against them?"
He said police advanced on him and students a few minutes later. Robinson and 33 other protesters were arrested, according to university officials, who said in a statement that protesters violated campus policy by erecting tents. University police banned Robinson, 61, from campus for a year, according to a letter he provided The Post and a school official.
Robinson, who's Jewish, said he has found himself at a crossroads between his values and actions taken by the government of Israel. Some Jewish students have called him a traitor, he said.
He said he understands that the protests have made some Jewish students feel isolated, and he has spoken with some about getting involved with on-campus Jewish organizations, such as Chabad. While Robinson said the demonstrations haven't featured antisemitism, the university cited "a troubling rise in antisemitism nationally" as a reason it called police to the protest.
On Friday, Robinson, who has worked at the college for two decades, was one of three plaintiffs who filed a lawsuit against Indiana University's trustees and president. The complaint, made in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Indiana, alleged that the campus ban on faculty and student protesters violated their free-speech rights.
University spokesman Mark Bode declined to comment on the lawsuit.
Robinson, who was charged with criminal trespass, is scheduled to be arraigned on June 5 at Monroe County Circuit Court. Meanwhile, the encampment has been rebuilt on the lawn where Robinson was arrested, according to the university's campus newspaper, the Indiana Daily Student.
While he's appealing his ban, Robinson said he's permitted to enter campus. He already knows how he would respond if police return to the encampment.
"I'd be back on the field with the students in a heartbeat," he said.

Pro-Palestinian protesters stand off against police on the campus of California State Polytechnic University at Humboldt, in Arcata, Calif., on April 22. (Andrew Goff/Lost Coast Outpost/AP)


Faculty members supporting pro-Palestinian protesters aren't the only ones who said they have faced repercussions. Shai Davidai, an assistant professor at the Columbia Business School and an outspoken supporter of Israel, wrote on X on April 22 that Columbia had barred him from entering campus. Samantha Slater, a spokeswoman for Columbia, declined to comment on Davidai's claim.
At Dartmouth on May 1, Orleck said she and a group of fellow professors were attending what she called a peaceful protest on campus before state police officers arrived. She said she stood in front of a group of students outside an encampment, thinking her presence would deter officers from pursuing students.

New Hampshire state police and local officers from Lebanon and Hanover cross the Dartmouth College Green to remove protesters on May 1. (James M. Patterson/Valley News/AP)


But after she videotaped students' arrests and told officers to leave students alone, Orleck said, she became one of the 89 people arrested.
Orleck said she and nearly a dozen students sang civil rights songs in the police van and in their jail cell in Lebanon, N.H., including "Solidarity Forever" and "We Shall Not Be Moved." After a Vermont labor group posted her $40 bail a few hours later, she said, her 24-year-old son called her and asked she stop protesting.
But on Friday, Orleck said, she taught her two history classes on Zoom, where students discussed their anxiety about more police intervention. The next day, she said she received an email from a Palestinian student, who wrote that Orleck was the first professor to make her feel safe since the Gaza war began in October.
"All of this made me feel like we need each other," Orleck said, "and I need to keep teaching."
Niha Masih in Seoul and Richard Morgan in New York contributed to this report.
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Catholic school can fire gay drama teacher for marrying, court rules 
The decision comes from an appellate court that in recent years has become one of the most progressive in the country.
By Rachel Weiner | 2024-05-09

Protests outside of the U.S. Supreme Court in 2022. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


One of the most liberal appellate courts in the country has ruled that a Catholic high school could fire a teacher for marrying another man, a victory for conservative and religious advocacy groups that have pushed back against anti-discrimination law.
The unusual decision came from three judges on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, which in recent weeks has issued two major rulings in favor of transgender rights. Crossing ideological lines, an Obama and a Reagan appointee joined to warn that a Clinton appointee's view of the case would put hundreds of thousands of people at risk of losing their jobs based on their sex, race or age.
The court ruled that Lonnie Billard, who taught English and drama before becoming a substitute teacher at a Catholic high school in Charlotte, counts as a "minister" who can be fired for not adhering to the Church's religious beliefs on homosexuality.
"This is a massive victory," said Luke Goodrich of the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, who argued the case. No other court, he said, had ruled that a substitute teacher who did not teach religious classes counted as a "minister." "Under the logic of this ruling, almost every teacher at almost every religious school" could be dismissed for "violating core religious beliefs."
Billard announced on Facebook in October 2014 that he was engaged to his partner of 14 years, about two weeks after same-sex marriage became legal in North Carolina. He was subsequently let go from his job. The American Civil Liberties Union backed his lawsuit alleging sex discrimination.

Lonnie Billard, left, says he lost his last job as a substitute with Charlotte Catholic High School after a 2014 Facebook post announcing his wedding plans to his longtime male partner. (Used with permission of Lonnie Billard)


In a statement, the ACLU called the decision "heartbreaking" and condemned "widening the loopholes employers may use to fire people like Mr. Billard for openly discriminatory reasons."
The Supreme Court in 2020 set out a broad "ministerial exception" to anti-discrimination laws, saying that under the First Amendment, religious organizations can decide who represents the faith. But the court also ruled recently that federal civil rights law protects gay and transgender workers from discrimination. Conservative religious groups have argued that after that ruling, the ministerial exception must be even broader to allow them to maintain their belief that homosexuality and gender transition are sinful.
Charlotte Catholic High School actually denied that Billard was a minister. Teachers of secular subjects at the school do not have to be Catholic and are generally discouraged from discussing religion with students, according to the court record.
But the judges concluded that Billard was still "a vital role as a messenger of [the school's] faith." Teachers at the school were scored in their annual evaluations on whether their lesson plans were "agreeable with Catholic thought." Billard testified that he coordinated with religion teachers to make sure his teaching of plays like "Romeo and Juliet" were "in tune" with the doctrine. Classes began with a prayer, and Billard took his students to Mass.
All that, the court argued, made him a minister who could be let go for failing to, in the school's view, properly represent Catholicism.
While the decision is a blow to gay rights and free speech groups that represented Billard, the court said it was avoiding a legal theory that could have led to more widespread discrimination. The school had argued that a religious institution has a right to fire any employee who they see as contradicting their beliefs, whether that person is a minister or not.
Last year, the Supreme Court ruled that a wedding business owner could refuse to do work for a same-sex couple under the First Amendment's free speech protections. The school argued that the ruling also helped its case, and that a church school has a related right to choose not to "associate" with gay people. But the school's primary argument was that Billard's firing fell under a different exception written into federal civil rights law -- that faith groups can choose to employ "individuals of a particular religion." A district court in Texas has agreed with that interpretation.
A ruling in favor of the school on those grounds could legalize not just firing of gay employees but "race and national-origin discrimination" as well, the majority said, as long as the decision was justified on religious grounds. "We have understood that exemption to operate as a defense only to claims of religious discrimination -- allowing religious institutions to favor co-religionists in hiring -- and not to claims of race or sex discrimination," they said.
The ruling was written by Judge Pamela Harris, a Biden appointee, and joined by Paul V. Niemeyer, a Reagan appointee. In dissent, Judge Robert B. King, a Clinton appointee, wrote that he agreed with the decision but said the court was "obliged" to rule that the exception to federal civil rights law barring employment discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex and national origin applies. He did not respond to the majority's argument that his interpretation would allow for racial and ethnic discrimination.
Goodrich dismissed those arguments as strawmen. "You haven't seen any of those hypotheticals manifest, and there's multiple reasons for that," he said, including that other federal laws explicitly bar racial and ethnic bias in employment. When the court held public arguments over this case last year, Harris suggested those are also under threat. The Trump administration tried to limit enforcement of one law Goodrich cited; the Supreme Court recently raised the bar for proving bias under another.
"That is very much an active issue," Harris said. "I don't think we should consider that sort of a stable area of the law."
But Goodrich argued that religious justifications for firings are rare, while a broader ministerial exception gives religious groups far more power to fire employees without fear of a lawsuit. The Supreme Court has ruled it applies to claims of discrimination based on age or disability.
Under this ruling, he said, "the vast majority of claims are barred for pretty much every teacher in every religious school."
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Dog hit by car loses leg, is adopted by firefighter who helped her
"You would never know she has three legs; she is already jumping on the couch and running across the house," said firefighter Anthony Pulvino.
By Sydney Page | 2024-05-08

Anthony Pulvino with his dog, Auburn. He helped rescue her after she was hit by a car and later adopted her. (Courtesy of Anthony Pulvino)


Anthony Pulvino, a firefighter in Buffalo, was at the firehouse one evening last month when two teenage girls came rushing toward the station -- holding an injured puppy.
"They saw her get hit by a car," said Pulvino, 30, noting that the driver apparently drove off after clipping the dog's back left leg about a block from the firehouse.
It was clear that the pit bull mix was in pain, he said, and she couldn't move her injured leg. She was also covered in cuts and scrapes from the car.
"We were getting nervous," said Pulvino, who put the dog in a box with a pillow and some sheets and rushed her to an emergency vet.

The 4-month-old puppy's back left leg was injured by a car. (Anthony Pulvino)


Pulvino had been pondering getting a dog for several months, he said, and felt a strong pull toward the wounded puppy, who he later learned was 4 months old.
"She was just staring right into you," he said. Despite her distress, "she was so good and calm."
When he dropped her at the vet that evening, April 5, he decided to leave his number, in the event that no one turned up to claim her. Pulvino called a few times over the following days to check in on the dog, who had surgery to remove her leg.
About a week after Pulvino dropped off the dog, he got a call from the vet saying the pup had no microchip and nobody had come for her.
Without hesitation, he said, "I'd love to take her."

When nobody claimed the dog, Pulvino decided to adopt her. (Anthony Pulvino)


Pulvino said he was grateful he was there to help her.
"She just fell right into my lap," he said.

Auburn with crew members at Engine Co. 19. From left, Trevor Dugan, Anthony Pulvino, Mathew Lyford and Dave Kazmierczak. (Courtesy of Anthony Pulvino)


He decided to name her Auburn, a suggestion from another firefighter's wife, since Pulvino helped put out a fire on a street called Auburn that same night.
"It seemed fitting," Pulvino said, adding that the two teens who helped save Auburn have stopped by the station to see how she's doing.
Auburn has recovered well from her surgery and has already adjusted to living life with three legs. Her vet told Pulvino she is expected to function normally and will not need any further treatment.

Auburn relaxing at her new home. (Anthony Pulvino)


"You would never know she has three legs; she is already jumping on the couch and running across the house," said Pulvino, who also has two cats, Dos and Luna. "She's so fast."
Auburn's favorite activity is going on car rides with Pulvino. Since their story aired on local news, Auburn has become a bit of a local celebrity. Pulvino said people often recognize her when they're out.
Pulvino is training Auburn to be able to spend time at the firehouse -- which involves familiarizing her with sirens and other loud sounds. For now, while he is at work, his family usually looks after Auburn. They adore her as much as he does.

Auburn snoozing during a recent car ride. (Anthony Pulvino)


"She is so bubbly," Pulvino said. "She is just a sweetheart."
Although Auburn had a rough start, Pulvino plans to make up for it.
"I want to make sure I give her the best life I can," he said.
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Middle East conflict live updates: Netanyahu says Israel can 'stand alone' after Biden threatens arms halt
In his first threat to withhold U.S. military aid, President Biden also acknowledged that American bombs used by Israel have killed civilians in the Gaza Strip.
By Frances Vinall, Jennifer Hassan, Adam Taylor, Adela Suliman, Shira Rubin, Naomi Schanen, Sammy Westfall, Karen DeYoung, Abigail Hauslohner, John Hudson, Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-05-09
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Thursday that Israel was strong enough to fight alone as the United States warned that it could cut military aid to the country. "If we have to stand alone, we will stand alone," Netanyahu said in a video message Thursday for Israel's Independence Day, which is tomorrow, adding that if Israel had to, it would "fight with our nails." His remarks came after President Biden's threat to halt the shipment of U.S. offensive weapons to Israel if the country moves ahead with its long-planned ground invasion of Rafah in the Gaza Strip.
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Deaf baby hears for the first time after 'groundbreaking' gene therapy trial
Opal Sandy, an 18-month-old from England, is the youngest child to come close to "normal hearing levels" in a gene therapy trial to aid her genetic deafness.
By Victoria Bisset, Adela Suliman | 2024-05-09

Opal Sandy was born completely deaf because of a rare genetic condition and can now hear unaided after receiving gene therapy. (Andrew Matthews/AP)


LONDON -- A baby girl born with profound genetic deafness can now hear unaided after receiving a "groundbreaking" gene therapy trial, Britain's National Health Service said Thursday.
Opal Sandy, an 18-month-old from Oxfordshire, England, is the first patient treated in a global gene therapy trial that is showing "mind-blowing" results, Addenbrooke's Hospital in Cambridge said in a statement. Opal is "the first British patient in the world and the youngest child to receive this type of treatment," the hospital said.
The treatment is already having practical results, the hospital said: Opal can now respond to her parents' voices and can communicate words such as "Dada" and "bye-bye."
"When Opal could first hear us clapping unaided it was mind-blowing," her mother, Jo Sandy, said in a statement. "We were so happy when the clinical team confirmed at 24 weeks that her hearing was also picking up softer sounds and speech."
Her father, James Sandy, said that it was "already making a difference to our day-to-day lives, like at bath-time or swimming," he said. "... We feel so proud to have contributed to such pivotal findings, which will hopefully help other children like Opal and their families in the future."
The results are another example of the potential of gene therapies, which use the insertion of genetic material to treat diseases.
Opal, like her elder sister, was born deaf because of a rare genetic condition known as auditory neuropathy, which is caused by the disruption of nerve impulses traveling from the inner ear to the brain, the hospital said. However, within four weeks of having the gene therapy infusion to her right ear, Opal "responded to sound," it added. Now, at 24 weeks after treatment, clinicians have been able to confirm "close to normal hearing levels for soft sounds," even including "whispering, in her treated ear."
Manohar Bance, chief investigator of the trial and an ear surgeon at Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, said the results were "spectacular and better than I expected."
"This is hopefully the start of a new era for gene therapies for the inner ear and many types of hearing loss," he added.
Auditory neuropathy can be due to a variation in a gene, known as the OTOF gene, which produces a protein needed to allow the inner hair cells in the ear to communicate with the hearing nerve. According to Britain's NHS, about 20,000 people across Britain, Germany, France, Spain and Italy are deaf because of a mutation in the OTOF gene.
This type of hearing loss is not commonly detected until children are about 2 or 3 years of age, when a delay in speech is likely to be noticed, the Cambridge hospital said. However, Opal's was detected earlier, when she was just 3 weeks old, as her older sister also has the same genetic condition.
The trial that Opal was a part of began in May last year and was sponsored by U.S. biotechnology company Regeneron. It is continuing to enroll patients in the study in the United States, Britain and Spain, it said.
The procedure involved Opal being given an infusion via an injection into her right cochlea during surgery, containing a modified virus known as AAV1, which acts as a "working copy of the OTOF gene." A cochlear implant was also fitted at the same time to her left ear.
Congenital deafness, hearing loss present at birth, is a "significant unmet medical need that affects approximately 1.7 out of every 1,000 children born" in the United States, according to Regeneron. "While hearing aids and cochlear implants can amplify sound to improve hearing for individuals with a range of hearing loss, these devices do not currently restore the full spectrum of sound," it added.
The news has been welcomed in Britain, making national headlines, but it could have a global impact.
"Many families will welcome these developments, and we look forward to learning about the long-term outcomes for the children treated," Martin McLean of Britain's National Deaf Children's Society said in an emailed statement Thursday. "This trial will teach us more about the effectiveness of gene therapy in those cases where deafness has a specific genetic cause."
The trial was expected to include up to 18 children from Britain, the United States and Spain, the hospital said in a statement when the trial began last year. Their progress will be followed for up to five years to see the extent to which their hearing improves.
Other clinical trials looking into gene therapies as a way to restore hearing in children with deafness caused by OTOF gene variations are also underway elsewhere in the world. Last year, an 11-year-old boy, Aissam Dam, received treatment in a separate gene therapy trial at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia. China is also conducting a number of trials.
Opal's tentatively successful results at 24 weeks after treatment, along with other scientific data from the trial, are set to be presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Gene and Cell Therapy in Baltimore this week.
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What to know about U.S. military aid to Israel as Biden warns of cut
President Biden stated he would halt a shipment of U.S. offensive weapons to Israel if it moves ahead with a ground invasion of the city of Rafah.
By Adam Taylor, Adela Suliman | 2024-05-09

Smoke rises after an Israeli airstrike in the central Gaza Strip on March 22. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


Israel has received more U.S. military aid -- and more U.S. aid of any type -- than any other country since World War II.
That assistance has long been a matter of ironclad, bipartisan near-consensus. But in recent months, it has come under mounting scrutiny, including from some Democratic legislators, amid the emergence of rifts between the United States and Israel over Israel's conduct of its war in Gaza -- in which U.S.-provided weapons are in widespread use.
President Biden stated this week that he would halt a shipment of U.S. offensive weapons to Israel -- which he acknowledged have been used to kill civilians in Gaza -- if it moves ahead with a long-planned ground invasion of the city of Rafah.
"I made it clear that if they go into Rafah -- they haven't gone in Rafah yet -- if they go into Rafah, I'm not supplying the weapons that have been used historically," Biden told CNN in an interview.
He said the United States would continue to provide Israel with defensive weapons, including those for the Iron Dome missile defense system so it can protect itself from attacks, but underscored that supplying offensive weapons for a major incursion into Rafah was off the table. "It's just wrong," he added.
The Biden administration has already paused at least one weapons delivery to Israel, including controversial 2,000-pound bombs, because of concerns about civilian casualties.
Israel has been waging war in Gaza since Oct. 7, when Hamas, the Palestinian group that has long controlled the territory, led a cross-border attack that killed about 1,200 people. The Israeli assault on Gaza has left the Strip in ruins, and has left at least 34,000  Gazans dead, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and noncombatants.
The United States has supplied Israel with weapons since the war began.
While Biden has pushed for Israel to allow more aid into the enclave to avert famine and has been publicly critical of Israeli plans to invade Rafah, where displaced Palestinians are densely packed, military aid has remained untouched until now.
Here is what to know about U.S. military aid to Israel.

An Israeli soldier carries a tank shell near the Gaza border on Oct. 14. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


Since Oct. 7, the Biden administration has made public two major military sales to Israel.
In December, the administration approved the sale of nearly 14,000 tank ammunition cartridges and equipment to Israel, worth $106.5 million, and the sale of 155mm artillery shells and related equipment worth $147.5 million. The White House bypassed congressional approval for both sales by invoking emergency authority.
These transfers represent only a small portion of total aid. U.S. officials have briefed Congress on more than 100 other transactions that fell under a set dollar amount required for notification. Among the weapons sold were precision-guided munitions, small-diameter bombs, bunker-buster rockets and other lethal aid, people with knowledge of the briefings told The Washington Post in March.
U.S.-made weapons have been used widely in Gaza since Oct. 7, though it is not clear when they were purchased or delivered. Independent analysts have said that many of the weapons used in Gaza appear to be 1,000- or 2,000-pound bombs such as the Mark 84, which can be retrofitted with Boeing-manufactured JDAM (Joint Direct Attack Munition) kits to become precision weapons.
In March, the Biden administration authorized the transfer of 1,800 MK84 2,000-pound bombs and 500 MK82 500-pound bombs. The transfers had been approved by Congress several years ago but had not been fulfilled. The State Department has also authorized the transfer of 25 F-35A fighter jets and engines, U.S. officials told The Post in late March.
The United States has maintained a stockpile of weapons in Israel, known as the War Reserve Stocks for Allies-Israel, since the 1990s. The U.S. military pulled 155mm shells out of the stockpile to send to U.S. reserves in Europe after the 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Defense officials told reporters in late October, after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack, that many of the stockpiled shells had been redirected: to the Israel Defense Forces.
During the 1970s, Washington provided significant surges in military aid to Israel as the country rebuilt its forces after the 1973 Yom Kippur War, in which a coalition of Arab nations, led by Egypt and Syria, launched an attack on Israel.
Since then, military aid has remained largely steady if adjusted for inflation, with the stated aim of helping Israel maintain a "qualitative military edge" over its neighbors.
In recent years, funding has been outlined in 10-year memorandums of understanding. In the most recent memorandum, signed in 2016, Washington pledged $38 billion in military assistance between the 2019 and 2028 fiscal years.
Most U.S. military aid to Israel falls under the Foreign Military Financing program, which provides grants that Israel uses to purchase U.S. military goods and services. The United States also contributes about $500 million annually for joint missile defense systems. Since 2009, the United States has contributed $3.4 billion to missile defense funding, including $1.3 billion for the Iron Dome, which stops short-range rockets, the State Department said last year.
Israel has been granted access to some of the most coveted U.S. military technology. It was the first international operator of the F-35 fighter jet and used the craft in combat for the first time in 2018.
U.S. support, and industrial cooperation between U.S. and Israeli defense companies, has helped Israel build up its defense industry: The country is one of the world's top arms exporters.
In April, after months of gridlock in Washington, Biden signed a bill that included $26.4 billion in aid for Israel along with humanitarian aid for civilians in conflict zones, including Gaza.
Biden's comments Wednesday are not the first time a U.S. president has threatened to condition aid to Israel. President Ronald Reagan halted a shipment of artillery shells and cluster bombs in 1982 during Israel's invasion of Lebanon while Washington determined whether Israel's use of American weapons violated arms exports laws. Reagan also paused a shipment of F-16s in 1983 until Israel withdrew from Lebanon.
Roughly a decade later, President George H.W. Bush told Israel that an aid package of $10 billion loan guarantees would only go through if Israel stopped using U.S. money to build settlements on land that belonged to the Palestinians.

Muhammad al-Durra, 41, who was displaced from Gaza City, prepares for iftar, the fast-breaking evening meal,  with his children in a destroyed house in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip on March 19. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The crushing impact of Israel's Gaza offensive on civilians has led to renewed debate about U.S. military aid. Biden has called Israel's bombing campaign "indiscriminate."
U.S. laws govern the transfer of military equipment to foreign governments. Among them, the Leahy Law prohibits transferring military aid to foreign governments or groups that commit gross human rights violations. On Feb. 8, Biden issued a national security memorandum detailing these rules and adding a new requirement that the administration submit an annual report to Congress about whether recipients are meeting the standards.
To make that assessment, the State Department requested written assurances from countries receiving U.S. weapons that they are abiding by existing U.S. standards, including requirements related to the protection of civilians. The U.S. memorandum says recipient countries must "facilitate and not arbitrarily deny, restrict, or otherwise impede, directly or indirectly, the transport or delivery of United States humanitarian assistance" or U.S.-supported international efforts to provide aid.
The State Department received Israel's written assurances ahead of a March 24 deadline. A deadline of early May was initially set to formally assess whether the assurances are credible and to report to Congress. On Wednesday, however, the Biden administration postponed the delivery of the report due to Congress, saying that a written assessment would be provided "in the very near future," State Department spokesman Matthew Miller told reporters.
Humanitarian groups have called on the Biden administration to not accept Israel's assurances at face value. They say Israel, despite its insistence otherwise, is impeding the flow of aid into Gaza by truck, through long inspections at checkpoints and by refusing to open new ones. "Given ongoing hostilities in Gaza, the Israeli government's assurances to the Biden administration that it is meeting U.S. legal requirements are not credible," Sarah Yager, Washington director at Human Rights Watch, said in a statement.
In a letter to the Biden administration released on March 22, 17 Democratic senators said that acceptance of assurances from the Netanyahu government would be "inconsistent with the letter and spirit" of Biden's national security memorandum, and would set an "unacceptable precedent" for "other situations around the world."
Yasmeen Abutaleb contributed to this report.
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Protesters descend on Eurovision, object to Israel's participation
Some observers say this is the most politically charged edition of the song contest in its 68-year history. Contestant Eden Golan is representing Israel.
By Kate Brady | 2024-05-09

In Malmo, Sweden, demonstrators gathered on May 9 to object to Israel's participation in the Eurovision Song Contest because of the war in Gaza.


MALMO, Sweden -- Thousands of demonstrators waving Palestinian flags flooded Sweden's third-largest city Thursday to call for a cease-fire in Gaza and protest Israel's participation in the Eurovision Song Contest here this week.
The annual celebration of music and kitsch, watched by more than 150 million people, is often enmeshed in politics. But some observers say this is the most politically charged edition of the contest in its 68-year history. For weeks, artists and activists have been calling on Eurovision to ban Israel over its war in Gaza.
The sound of police helicopters circling over downtown Malmo on Thursday afternoon was drowned out by chants of "Eurovision shame on you! Blood is on your hands, too!"
Jenny Oberg, 47, had traveled from Stockholm, the Swedish capital, to join the protest. "Thousands have died," she said as smoke from flares spread over the crowd. "It doesn't matter if this is the Olympics, or whatever event. If you kill 40,000 people, you shouldn't be participating."
As protesters wearing black-and-white kaffiyehs set off on their march, Eurovision revelers in sequins and flag-themed outfits wandered through neighboring streets ahead of Thursday night's second semifinal.

A protester shouts during the demonstration in Malmo on Thursday. (Martin Meissner/AP)


Sweden was already on heightened alert, anticipating the possibility of attacks in response to its accession to NATO in March, as well as a spate of Quran burnings. Security in Malmo this week is tight, with a visible increase of officers on patrol -- on foot, in vans and on horseback.
"We have prepared for every conceivable scenario," said Jimmy Modin, a spokesman for the police.
At the center of it all is Israel's entry, "Hurricane," sung by 20-year-old Eden Golan. She will be performing in Thursday's semifinal -- starting at 3 p.m. Eastern -- in the hopes of securing a spot in Saturday's final and perhaps improving Israel's image on the world stage. At a dress rehearsal in Malmo Arena on Wednesday, Golan was met with boos and shouts of "Free Palestine" from some members of the audience.

Eden Golan of Israel performs "Hurricane" during Wednesday's dress rehearsal for Eurovision. (Martin Meissner/AP)


Death threats against Golan prompted the contest organizer, the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), to issue a statement last month condemning harassment of participants. Israeli media reported that Ronen Bar, head of the Shin Bet secret service, visited Malmo last week to inspect security arrangements for the country's delegation.
The vast majority of the protests have focused on Golan as Israel's representative. Yet she is also a rare case of someone who has been a target of criticism related to two conflicts.
Golan is Israeli. She was born in the central city of Kfar Saba, to a Ukrainian mother and Latvian father. But until two years ago and the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, she was a pop star in Russia.

Israel's song entry was originally submitted as "October Rain," a reference to the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas. The lyrics were changed after the Eurovision organizers threatened disqualification for politicizing the contest. (Jessica Gow/TT News Agency/AFP/Getty Images)


She has recounted in interviews that her family moved to Moscow for her father's work when she was 6. According to Russian business records and his LinkedIn profile, Eddie Golan served for six years as chairman of the board of directors of Sovcombank, one of Russia's 13 "systemically important" credit institutions that later became the subject of international sanctions. He was also a board member for a Russia-based leasing company and a private-equity firm.
Eden Golan has talked about speaking Hebrew at home in Moscow and being treated as an outsider because of her Israeli-sounding name. But when she was 10 years old and began competing in song contests, she was embraced in Russia for her remarkable voice.
Some Ukrainians have criticized her for performing in occupied Crimea and not speaking out, though others point out that she was a child at the time. Her pop group Cosmos Girls was produced by Grigory Leps, a committed supporter of Russian President Vladimir Putin and Russia's incursions into Ukraine.
Shortly after Russia's full-scale invasion two years ago, Golan and her family moved back to Israel.
She earned her place in Eurovision by winning the Israeli TV competition "Rising Star" in February. Wearing a yellow ribbon pin, on a stage surrounded by empty chairs, she dedicated a finale performance of Aerosmith's "I Don't Want to Miss a Thing" to the hostages taken by Hamas on Oct. 7.
On the sidelines of Thursday's protest, members of the Danish Eurovision fan club waited for their dinner reservation.
"I believe in freedom of speech and demonstration, but I don't think this is the right place. The slogan is 'United by Music,'" said Danish fan Louise Jensby, 53. "I feel really sorry for Eden Golan. She's just a 20-year-old. She isn't responsible for what's going on."
The song Golan will be singing at Eurovision was initially titled "October Rain." It opened with an appeal, "Writers of the history/ Stand with me," and it included a chorus of "And I promise you that never again/ I'm still wet from this October rain." Israel's culture minister said it represented the feelings of the country.
But Eurovision organizers deemed it a violation of a rule against politicized lyrics. Only after an intervention from President Isaac Herzog did Israeli broadcaster Kan agree to "necessary adjustments." Among the changes, the song now opens with, "Writers of my symphony/ Play with me," and the chorus says, "Baby, promise me that you'll hold me again/ I'm still broken from this hurricane."
The opposition to Israel being part of Eurovision has continued. Artists from Sweden, Finland and Iceland were among those who called for a boycott -- prompting other artists to defend their own participation and the contest organizers to defend Israel's inclusion.
"Eurovision Song Contest is a non-political music event and a competition between public service broadcasters who are members of the EBU. It is not a contest between governments," EBU Director General Noel Curran said in a statement.
Critics decry what they see as a double standard, given the decision to ban Russia from Eurovision shortly after the 2022 invasion of Ukraine.
At Thursday's demonstration, Mahmud Mustafa, 28, whose wife is Palestinian, said Israel's participation is a "normalization" of the conditions in Gaza.
"After the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the EBU was quick to say 'no.' But it's not the same for Israel."
At the time, organizers said the inclusion of a Russian entry would "bring the competition into disrepute." This year, Curran added that the cases were different because Russian broadcasters had violated their membership obligations.
Organizers have said that only flags of competing countries and pride flags are allowed at the venue in Malmo; any Palestinian flags or pro-Palestinian signs will be removed.
The EBU on Tuesday rebuked 2011 Swedish entrant Eric Saade after he wore a kaffiyeh around his wrist during the opening performance of the first semifinal. Eurovision bosses said they "regret" that Saade -- who is of Palestinian descent -- "chose to compromise the non-political nature of the event."
Irish contestant Bambie Thug was also ordered to remove the words "cease-fire" and "Freedom for Palestine" -- written in the ancient language Ogham -- from their face makeup after a dress rehearsal.

Bambie Thug represents Ireland with the song "Doomsday Blue"  on Tuesday. (Jessica Gow/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


At Thursday's second semifinal, there is the possibility that the audience will boo or otherwise disrupt Golan's performance. People in the audience or at home may also try to penalize Israel in the voting.
"We're all going to be looking out for the votes that Israel gets," Eurovision historian Dean Vuletic said.
Eurovision winners are determined based on a combination of votes cast by fans and rankings determined by juries of musical professionals in each participating country. People in nonparticipating countries can cast votes via app or website in the 24 hours before each semifinal and the final. But their collective vote has the weight of only one additional country.
On the night of Saturday's final, pro-Palestinian protesters have organized an alternative "FalastinVision -- The Genocide-Free Song Contest."

Swedish police keep watch as the activist ship Handala arrives Thursday in Malmo to bring attention to Eurovision protests. (Johan Nilsson/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Views critical of Israel have been the loudest here. But about 200 people gathered in Davidshallstorg square Thursday evening, waving Swedish and Israeli flags in support of Golan and the victims of the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks.
"We think it's distasteful to welcome Ms. Golan with hate and demonstrations," said Jehoshua Kaufman, 67.
As Israeli's 1983 entry "Chai" (Alive) by Ofra Haza blasted from the speakers, some joined hands and danced in a circle.
After the booing at Wednesday's dress rehearsal, Leila Hashtroudi, 43, said she was "concerned" for Golan. "I have to show that not everyone here is like that," she said.
Kaufman said people in the city's people Jewish community were being extra-cautious amid the heightened tensions.
"Everyone is taking more care and looking over their shoulders. They're being careful when they go to synagogue or to the community center. And what is worse is that they are actively telling the kids not to show any signs of Jewishness or connection to Israel in school."
Although most Eurovision countries are in Europe, Israel is eligible to participate because its national broadcaster is an active member of the EBU. Since 1973, Israel has competed in Eurovision 45 times and won four.
When Tel Aviv hosted five years ago, officials slammed a guest appearance by Madonna in which two backup dancers appeared with Israeli and Palestinian flags on their backs. The Icelandic delegation was also fined after holding up scarves bearing the Palestinian flag during the distribution of points.
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Blast wounds, burns and disease: Rafah's spiraling health-care crisis
Israel's military operations in Rafah have overwhelmed hospitals, which were already struggling to treat patients suffering from malnutrition and disease. 
By Kareem Fahim, Louisa Loveluck, Claire Parker, Hazem  Balousha, Hajar Harb | 2024-05-09

Al-Najjar Hospital in Rafah was shown abandoned on May 8, one day after Israeli forces seized control of the Rafah border crossing.


Rafah's threadbare health network is collapsing when people there need it most.
The city's largest hospital was shuttered two days ago, in a panic, after Israel ordered 100,000 Palestinians in southeastern Gaza to evacuate. Small clinics that accommodated hundreds of people a week closed as well, with staff members forced to flee the violence.
Bodies lay where they fell, in the "red zone" that the few ambulances available could not reach because of Israeli bombardment, a Palestinian Red Crescent spokeswoman said Tuesday. Border crossings remained closed Thursday, stranding critically ill patients waiting to be evacuated to Egypt and preventing international doctors and badly needed medical supplies from getting in.
Israel's military operations in Rafah this week have overwhelmed health-care workers, who were already struggling to treat displaced Palestinians suffering from malnourishment, explosive injuries and an array of diseases, which doctors say are spreading rapidly through the city's filthy and overcrowded tent camps.
Children were most at risk, as they have been throughout seven months of war. Thousands of infants in southern Gaza are acutely malnourished, and nearly all children under 5 in the area are suffering from "one or more infectious diseases," according to UNICEF.
Israel has called its operations "limited." Doctors said it was nothing of the sort, as munitions fell on an area smaller than the Istanbul Airport complex, packed with more than a million people.

A Palestinian child injured in an Israeli strike is brought to the Kuwaiti Hospital in Rafah on Wednesday. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


"There are no words to express the catastrophe of what we are experiencing today," said Suhaib al-Hams, the director of the Kuwait Specialized Hospital in Rafah, which remained open but critically unprepared for what had come: a flood of patients with brain and head injuries, limbs that needed amputating, and burns so severe they could not be treated "with our simple capabilities," he said.
There were not enough doctors, he said, and not enough beds.
The Israeli military's evacuation order Monday, and its seizure of the Rafah crossing along Gaza's border with Egypt -- a vital artery for aid, fuel and humanitarian workers -- appeared to be the start of its long-threatened invasion of the city, which it says is home to Hamas's last intact battalions.
President Biden said Wednesday that he would halt the shipment of offensive weapons to Israel if ground forces moved into Rafah. "Civilians have been killed in Gaza as a consequence of those bombs and other ways in which they go after population centers," he said.
As residents began to flee Monday, Hamas officials announced they had accepted an Arab cease-fire proposal, and the news briefly sparked celebrations in the streets. But Israel said the terms proposed were unacceptable, and the airstrikes have continued.

Palestinians travel in an animal-drawn cart as they flee Rafah on Thursday after Israeli forces launched a ground and air operation. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


The cheering could still be heard Monday evening as ambulances started arriving at the European Hospital in Rafah, said Mohammed Abdelfattah, a Palestinian American doctor from California who is volunteering there. He walked to the emergency room and saw an infant girl, "with pink toenails and little feet, with the breathing tube." She had suffered "severe trauma" from a strike.
"Her mom was sitting behind her, just screaming that she wished it was her, and not the baby," Abdelfattah recalled. A colleague caressed the girl's foot.
"Someone was doing CPR on the baby, and she didn't make it," he said.
That night, doctors started clearing the Abu Youssef al-Najjar Hospital, Rafah's largest, located in the evacuation area, said Marwan al-Hams, the hospital director. "The medical teams were unable to hold on, due to the danger," he said. "Every moving person is a target."

Abandoned medical equipment and furniture litter Al-Najjar Hospital in Rafah on May 8 after Israeli forces closed the vital Rafah border crossing.


Some patients were sent home and others to different medical facilities, he said in an interview Tuesday, as he and his colleagues finished closing up the hospital. Its services, including Rafah's only dialysis center, could not be easily replaced, he said.
"Today, we had to close two of our medical clinics ahead of schedule despite the overwhelming needs," Moses Kondowe, the leader for Project Hope's team based in Rafah, wrote in a message to colleagues Wednesday.
"These medical points are in underserved displacement camps and are the only access to health care many people have."
If the violence continues and health services remain suspended, he warned, "We can expect to see malnutrition, pregnancy complications, and other health conditions like Hepatitis A and cholera increase."
Southern Gaza was already in the throes of a health crisis, said Nick Maynard, a British volunteer surgeon who left Rafah on Monday. In addition to explosive injuries, patients had "terrible infective complications as a direct result of malnutrition," he said during a media briefing Wednesday. Some suffered horrific and humiliating complications from abdominal surgery related to malnutrition, exacerbated by the lack of supplies like colostomy bags.

A man carries a Palestinian child injured in an Israeli strike to the Kuwaiti Hospital in Rafah on Wednesday. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Two young women he treated last week -- a 16-year old and an 18-year old -- died as a "direct result of malnutrition," he said. There will "far more of that in the coming months."
Cindy McCain, head of the World Food Program, said Sunday that northern Gaza was in the midst of a "full-blown famine" that was spreading south.
As medical facilities closed, the European Hospital was now Rafah's "last lifeline," said Ricardo Pires, a spokesman for UNICEF, who said he feared it could suffer the same fate as Gaza's other hospitals during the war -- including the al-Shifa medical complex in Gaza City and Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis.
"If this one becomes a war zone as the other ones did -- and we've seen even mass graves being reported outside these hospitals -- what will happen with children's health care?"
Abdelfattah said the majority of patients who arrived at the hospital were children. They were in the intensive care unit, the emergency room, the burn unit. The had facial fractures, or burns covering 60 percent of their bodies. "It's been hard to see them," he said.
The hospital was in a dire state. There was no soap and no sanitizer and infection control was "nonexistent," he said. "There's multi-drug-resistant bugs just spreading like crazy. There are flies in the ICU. I've seen flies" in the operating room, he said.
Mahmoud Sabha, another volunteer doctor at the hospital, from Dallas, said in a message to friends that patients were "very scared."
"They ask me where they should go." Before they were sedated, some patients recited the Muslim invocation of faith, fearing the worst.
"They are scared they will be abandoned," Sabha said.
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Report spotlights Sudan slaughter, with new city in Darfur under siege
Human Rights Watch says that after the slaughter of civilians in Darfur's El Geneina in November, El Fashir fears a similar fate.
By Katharine Houreld, Hafiz Haroun | 2024-05-09

Rapid Support Forces soldiers on a motorbike drive by a destroyed tank belonging to the defeated Sudanese armed forces, on a main street in El Geneina, Sudan, on Feb. 20. (Diana Zeyneb Alhindawi for The Washington Post)


NAIROBI -- Gunmen spraying bullets at fleeing children; a mother with a child on her back shot dead; terrified teenage girls summarily executed as they fled a massacre in the Darfur city of El Geneina -- all deaths meticulously documented in a devastating Human Rights Watch report that may be a grim foreshadowing for the next city under siege in Sudan's civil war.
The report, released Thursday, is the first comprehensive documentation of the scale of the attacks on El Geneina that culminated in its November capture by Sudan's Rapid Support Forces (RSF), a paramilitary group now fighting the nation's armed forces.
Researchers interviewed more than 200 people and drew on visual evidence and satellite imagery to document mass killings and ethnic cleansing of the Black African Masalit tribe. The United Nations has said between 10,000 and 15,000 people were killed by the RSF in El Geneina, a city of  about 540,000.

Around 8 million people have fled their homes in Sudan and about 25 million need food aid. Some live in the ruins of destroyed cities, like in Sirba north of El Geneina. (Diana Zeyneb Alhindawi for The Washington Post)


El Fashir, the final regional capital in the western Darfur region still under government control, has now been surrounded by the RSF and fears a similar fate.
"We saw what happened in El Geneina, so we fear dying in a horrific way as well," said Ahmed Saleh, who has volunteered for a local self-defense group. "We have no choice but to fight because we have nowhere to go if the RSF gets here."
The people of El Fashir, home to nearly 2 million residents and 800,000 displaced civilians, say the kinds of abuses described in the report are why they are growing increasingly desperate. RSF fighters and allied militias have attacked and burned numerous villages as they encircled the city, and residents say trucks carrying food are stopped from entering unless they pay bribes at checkpoints.
"The whole area around me is on alert, and almost all of the young men carry weapons," Saleh said. "There is no place for us other than El Fashir. We cannot leave. We can only be buried here."
The 13-month-old civil war pits Sudan's military, led by Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, against the paramilitary RSF and its allied militias. In the vast arid western region of Darfur, regional capitals have fallen one after the other to the RSF, including El Geneina in November.
Survivors who escaped the city told Human Rights Watch researchers that RSF fighters and their allies had fired into columns of fleeing civilians, and one described children and infants ripped from their parents' arms before the family was slaughtered. Men and boys were especially targeted, and one teenage boy was instructed to slit the throats of his friends.
A senior adviser and delegation member of the RSF, Ezzaddean Elsafi, denied that the group has committed atrocities and said the report contains "huge disinformation and many false news," notably accounts that his group singled out the Black Masalit tribe.
"There is no discrimination against Masalit tribe. They are currently living peacefully in many cities in west Darfur including El Geneina," he said. Many people were killed in the city, he said, but they were from multiple ethnic groups, and the RSF "did not target civilians."
He also denied that the RSF is taking bribes at checkpoints outside El Fashir.

RSF soldiers watch over the border crossing post into Adre, Chad, in West Darfur, Sudan, on Feb. 20. (Diana Zeyneb Alhindawi for The Washington Post)


El Fashir has so far held out while the rest of Darfur has fallen because it is also home to its own powerful, heavily armed ethnically based armed group -- many coming from the Black Zaghawa tribe -- that fought its own war against the government in the 2000s. For two decades, it battled the military and the allied Janjaweed -- an ethnically Arab paramilitary force that later became the RSF and turned on the army -- before a 2020 peace deal ended the war. That conflict resulted in accusations of genocide against Sudan's then-ruler.
The showdown for El Fashir has been looming ever since the former rebels allied themselves with the government against the RSF. To swell the city's defenses, reinforcements of former rebel fighters have careened down from Libya, where many work as mercenaries, in dust-choked convoys.
"The entire city is under siege," one member of civil society in El Fashir said. "People are terrified. All the news that is coming across is that El Fashir will be attacked very soon. RSF members have made many videos warning the people of El Fashir that they are coming." He spoke on the condition of anonymity because RSF forces went after leaders, activists and lawyers in El Geneina, with fighters going house to house with a list of people to target.
"A conflict over El Fashir would be catastrophic for innocent civilians trapped in the city. Many would be killed. Significant bloodshed in El Fashir would likely expand and metastasize the conflict across Darfur and possibly beyond," said Toby Harward, the United Nations' deputy humanitarian coordinator for Sudan. "We cannot allow history to repeat itself in Darfur."
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Eurovision 2024 is as garish and controversial as ever. Here's what to know.
The 2024 edition of Europe's biggest musical party promises bombastic performances, but tension over Israel's participation may cast a pall on the show.
By Elliot Smilowitz | 2024-05-09

Baby Lasagna, representing Croatia, performs the song "Rim Tim Tagi Dim" during a Eurovision Song Contest dress rehearsal in Malmo, Sweden, on Monday. (Martin Meissner/AP)


Break out your most extravagant costume and tighten up your dance moves; it's Eurovision time again.
Last year, Loreen's power ballad "Tattoo" narrowly beat Kaarija's electro bop "Cha Cha Cha." The win gave Sweden a record-tying seventh victory and the chance to host the 68th edition of the glittery spectacle, which gets started Tuesday in Malmo.
Viewers can expect lots of kitsch, eye-popping visuals and a parade of tunes that will keep your toes tapping. Ready to join the party? Here's what to know.

The stage is set for Eurovision at Malmo Arena. (Johan Nilsson/AP)


Eurovision is an annual contest run by the European Broadcasting Union (EBU). Each participating country enters a song, and all the entries are performed and voted on. Although a winner is chosen, Eurovision is more a celebration of music than a cutthroat competition.
Among the few rules are that songs must be three minutes long, original, politically neutral and sung live with no more than six performers onstage. Singers are not required to be from the country they're representing. (A 20-year-old Canadian diva in training named Celine Dion won it for Switzerland in 1988, but we'll get back to that later.) Songs run the gamut of genres, and the performances can be artsy, high-concept or sometimes absurd. Petra Mede and Mans Zelmerlow, the hosts of the 2016 event, lovingly parodied some of Eurovision's most memorable quirks in the cameo-packed satire song "Love Love Peace Peace."

Kaarija, a Finnish rapper best known for his song "Cha Cha Cha," is one of the favorites to win the 67th Eurovision Song Contest.


This year's contest features 37 countries, most of them in Europe. Israel is eligible to participate because its national broadcaster is an active member of the EBU. And Australia was invited as a one-off guest in 2015 and remained a contestant in subsequent years.
Thirty-one of the competitors were divided into two semifinals, taking place Tuesday and Thursday. The top 10 performers from each semifinal will move on, along with six other nations that automatically qualify for Saturday's final: host Sweden and the "big five" of the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy and Spain, which make the biggest financial contributions.
The semifinals Tuesday and Thursday as well as the final Saturday all start at 3 p.m. Eastern time.
In the United States, people can watch only on Peacock. Participating countries are airing the show on their public broadcasting networks.
More than 160 million people watched the contest in 2023, according to the organizers. Iceland, Finland, Norway and victor Sweden all had more than 80 percent of their TV viewing populations tuned in, and several other nations gave Eurovision a viewer share of more than 50 percent.

People gather at the Eurovision Village, a fan zone that will host music performances and live broadcasts of the contest. (Johan Nilsson/TT/AFP/Getty Images)


Eurovision winners are determined based on a combination of votes cast by fans and rankings determined by juries of musical professionals in each participating country.
In a recent change, people in the rest of the world can cast votes via app or website in the 24 hours before each semifinal and the final. But their collective vote has the weight of only one additional country.

Nemo from Switzerland performs during the Nordic Eurovision Party concert in Stockholm on April 14. (Christine Olsson/TT/Reuters)


One of the most hyped entries is Switzerland's "The Code," in which singer Nemo describes their gender-identity journey as a dance-pop song. Also among the favorites is Baby Lasagna (yes, really) representing Croatia with "Rim Tim Tagi Dim," an electro-glam-metal number with an explosive stage show and ruffled sleeves.
Other songs generating buzz among fans include Ukraine's "Teresa and Maria" by Alyona Alyona and Jerry Heil, Italy's entry "La Noia" by Angelina Mango, and Joost Klein's "Europapa" for the Netherlands.
In Tuesday's first semifinal, 10 countries qualified for the final: Croatia, Cyprus, Finland, Ireland, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Portugal, Serbia, Slovenia and Ukraine. They will be joined by 10 qualifiers from Thursday's second semifinal, as well as Sweden and the Big Five.
The countries that didn't make the cut in the first semifinal were Australia, Azerbaijan, Iceland, Moldova and Poland.

Swedish pop group Abba celebrates winning the 1974 Eurovision Song Contest with its song "Waterloo." (Robert Dear/AP)


It's fitting that Eurovision takes place in Sweden this year, on the 50th anniversary of Abba's winning performance of "Waterloo." The victory propelled the group to decades of global fame. Dion won for Switzerland in 1988 with "Ne Partez Pas Sans Moi" years before becoming a mainstay on the pop charts. Olivia Newton-John finished fourth in 1974, a few years before hitting it big with "Grease." More recently, hard rockers Maneskin, who were already chart-toppers in their native Italy, rode the momentum of their 2021 Eurovision victory with "Zitti e Buoni" to global success.
Several already-famous singers have competed as well. England has sent Bonnie Tyler, Engelbert Humperdinck, and rock band Katrina and the Waves, which won the 1997 contest with "Love Shine a Light." Julio Iglesias competed for Spain, and controversial pop duo T.a.t.u. competed for Russia.

People demonstrate against Israeli participation in the Eurovision Song Contest on Thursday. (Leonhard Foeger/Reuters)


Israel has competed in Eurovision 45 times since 1973 and won four times. Israel's 2024 entry is a song called "Hurricane," sung by Eden Golan. Originally titled "October Rain," it contained lyrics thought to reference the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel and was rejected by organizers for breaking political neutrality rules. Israeli officials initially threatened to withdraw their entry rather than change it, but eventually they submitted a version with altered lyrics, which the EBU accepted.
Israel's ongoing war in Gaza has also sparked calls by activists and musicians for the EBU to exclude the country from participation. The EBU rejected those calls. Amid reports that Golan had received death threats, the EBU released a statement in April opposing "abuse, hate speech, or harassment directed at our artists or any individuals associated with the contest."
Swedish police are on alert amid planned pro-Palestinian protests in Malmo. Israel has issued a travel warning for Israelis in Malmo, citing a "well-founded fear" of attacks. Organizers told the Associated Press that only flags of competing countries are allowed, and Palestine flags or pro-Palestine signs will be removed.

Kalush Orchestra from Ukraine celebrates after winning the Eurovision Song Contest in Turin, Italy, in 2022. (Luca Bruno/AP)


After Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, the EBU banned Russia from that spring's Eurovision. Russian national broadcasters have since severed ties with the EBU, meaning they are no longer eligible to compete. The 2022 event featured artists showing support for Ukraine, and the nation's entry, "Stefania" by Kalush Orchestra, was voted the winner.
The winning nation typically hosts the following year's event, but due to the ongoing war, runner-up the United Kingdom instead hosted the 2023 edition, which also featured tributes to Ukraine.
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A grand Olympic plan for the Seine. But first, the tent camps.
With the Summer Games coming to Paris, migrants there face a new choice: Get on the bus or wait for the next police sweep.  
By Albert Samaha | 2024-05-09
PARIS -- He'd been living in the tent for nine days when the police arrived.
"Bonjour, monsieur!" an officer shouted. "Reveille!"
Ba Dak crawled out of his sleeping bag, unzipped the tent flap and stepped into the frigid February air. The camp, tucked beneath the Charles de Gaulle Bridge on the northern bank of the Seine River, bustled with movement in the windy pre-dawn darkness.
Police officers in neon green vests marched between rows of tents, whose inhabitants rose from slumber to pack their belongings. On either side of the camp, armed officers in black stood watch, forming lines that blocked pedestrians and bicyclists on the promenade. Above, police vans spanned the bridge, and officers ordered rubbernecking bystanders to keep it moving.
Dak huddled with friends at the edge of the camp. All younger than 21, they had journeyed thousands of miles before finding refuge here, as global conflicts continue to compel millions to flee their homelands in search of work and stability elsewhere.
Dak was 20 and from a family of farmers in South Sudan. He'd spent his teenage years as a soldier, then fled north, by car through Sudan and Libya, by boat across the Mediterranean Sea and by train across Italy and Switzerland, arriving in Paris after nearly two years. He aspires to become a boxer and yearned for France, he said, because it produced his favorite athlete, the soccer star Kylian Mbappe.

Bilal, Abdel, Ba Dak and Ibrahim a few nights before the sweep. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


Now the only home he and his friends knew here was dissolving, erased by a government seeking to remove unhoused people from its streets before the Olympic Games shines a global spotlight on Paris this summer.
"So when the tourists come, they won't have to see the bad people," quipped Dak, who smiles easily and often punctuates sentences with "bro."
The sweep was part of a program France launched in May 2023. Officials billed it as an innovative effort to ease Paris's housing crisis, by relocating people to newly constructed facilities around the country rather than hotels in the city's emergency shelter system. But advocates for refugees claim the government had more specific motives: to clear Paris of its tent villages, free up thousands of hotel rooms before the Games and identify people who aren't eligible to legally remain in the country.
"Moving people out of Paris is a policy decided because of the Olympic Games," said Samy Djemaoun, a civil rights lawyer who represents immigrants seeking housing or legal status. "We didn't have this situation before."

Civil rights lawyer Samy Djemaoun speaks to a family from Cote d'Ivoire after a court hearing. (Albert Samaha/TWP)



Migrants arrive to take a bus to Sucy-en-Brie migrants reception center, during the evacuation of France's biggest squat, which has housed up to 450 migrants. (Emmanuel Dunand/AFP/Getty Images)


Before last May, French immigration policies were more permissive to new arrivals. An undocumented immigrant faced lower threat of a police sweep on the way to living and working in France for the three years needed to qualify for permanent residency. An asylum-seeker denied official refugee status could find community and routine in a tent village while figuring out their next move.
Now, with the Opening Ceremonies weeks away, living in a tent brings constant risk of eviction. Through the first four months of 2024, police evicted 20 sites across the city -- more than in all of 2022, according to government records. Every week, authorities clear a different camp in Paris, offering residents two options: board a bus to a temporary apartment in another part of the country and enter the relocation program, or find another place to sleep.
If a person enters the program, the government provides a few weeks of housing while social workers help them assess their chances of qualifying for asylum or permanent residency. Those applicants are transferred to longer-term housing and given a modest stipend while their cases are reviewed, a process that can take six months or more.
Those who are ineligible or decline to apply are sent off with a phone number for the emergency shelter system or a ticket out of the country.
For many, the program is as France advertises: a fast-track to stabler housing. Of the 2,175 people who passed through the program during its first six months, 38 percent transferred into longer-term housing, according to an internal government document reviewed by The Washington Post.
But 46 percent ended up cycling back into the country's short-term emergency shelter system, which doesn't have enough beds to meet demand. So they often return to the streets, sometimes back in Paris, only to be swept up again by police. Twelve other participants were issued deportation orders, ending any chance of working their way to permanent residency.
"For the Olympics, they cover up everything, but they don't solve the problem," said Paul Alauzy, a social worker with the nonprofit organization Medicines du Monde and founder of Le Revers de la Medaille, a coalition that aims to draw attention on how Paris' preparations for the Games impacts the city's marginalized communities. "Because of the Olympics, everybody who lives on the streets will be impacted."

Members of Le Revers de la Medaille group holds a banner that reads: "Do Not Leave Exclusion as a Legacy" during a protest in April. (Thomas Padilla/AP)


While the Olympics promotes a spirit of global unity and cooperation, France is only the latest host nation to be accused of burnishing its image at the expense of its most vulnerable residents.
Authorities in China evicted 1.5 million people from their homes to accommodate new development in Beijing before the 2008 Olympics. Authorities in Brazil bulldozed homes in Rio de Janeiro favelas before the 2016 games. Before the 2010 Winter Olympics, Vancouver police cracked down on jaywalking, street vending and public urination in a low-income downtown neighborhood.
To prepare for the 2012 Olympics, authorities in Britain demolished low-cost apartment complexes in London to make room for amenities aimed to serve Olympic athletes and visitors. Then they failed to follow through on plans to construct more affordable housing in the city. And with the 2028 Olympics on the horizon, Los Angeles introduced a new policy to clear out encampments in some pockets of the city; in early March, Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass visited Paris to learn about the city's approach to reducing the number of people living on its streets.
In an interview, Christophe Noel du Payrat, an official at France's Interior Ministry, said that the relocation program "is not due to the Olympics" but "the rise of the demand" for emergency accommodations. Those who don't receive longer-term housing after entering the program, he said, often lack the criteria for legal immigration status. "Either they are going back to their country or back into the streets," he said.
In a statement, a spokesperson for the city government said that Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo has called on the national government to use eminent domain to turn more vacant buildings in Paris into emergency shelters.
The International Olympic Committee declined to answer questions about how the Olympics impact local policies, saying in a statement, "The problem of homelessness in Paris is clearly outside the remit of the Games organisers."
It's a problem made especially tense by two competing factors unique to Paris: A migrant crisis that has spurred tent camps along the city's iconic river, and the desire of organizers to make that river a centerpiece of the Games. Despite the sweeps, the number of people living on the city's streets rose from around 3,000 in January 2023 to 3,500 in January 2024, according to government records. As police wipe out another encampment and move scores of people out of Paris, scores more arrive.

Tents belonging to young homeless migrants under the Sully Bridge, eastern of Paris, in February. (Miguel Medina/AFP/Getty Images)



A group of Ivory Coast and Guinea Conakry asylum seekers use a fire to warm up next to the tents where they live on the Seine river. (Samuel Aranda/Getty Images)



Tents used by asylum seekers are seen next to the Seine river under the Marie bridge. (Samuel Aranda/Getty Images)


Not all new arrivals have received equal treatment. For people fleeing Ukraine, France established exclusive social services centers, changed laws to enable them to legally work and reserved around 87,000 beds across the country.
"It shows how much France can do for people," said Djemaoun. "It is not about the means. It is about being willing."
Most of the asylum seekers who enter the relocation program are from countries in Asia and Africa, according to social workers and participants. Some local officials outside of Paris protested proposals to build new shelters in their cities, claiming that their small towns lacked the resources to support asylum seekers. After Yannick Morez, the mayor of the western France town of Saint Brevin-les-Pins, announced his support for a facility, somebody lobbed molotov cocktails onto his property, torching two cars and destroying his house. In December, the French Parliament passed a bill that made it harder for migrants from outside the European Union to access public housing and other social services, though a court has since struck down parts of the legislation.
Dak and his friends didn't know all of that as they gathered their things that morning, backs turned against the biting gusts that leaped from the river, rustling jackets and tents. They just knew they had a choice: to get on the bus or keep braving the streets.
One of Dak's friends, a 20-year-old from Chad who had been in Paris for 23 days, got on the bus, which took him east to an apartment building near Strasbourg. Two others, Ibrahim and Bilal, who were 16 and had been in Paris for around a month, packed their belongings into shopping bags and followed the river west to another camp.
Dak had an appointment that morning with the immigration office, so he opted against the bus. He hoped his asylum claim would smooth his path to long-term housing and official refugee status, allowing him to stay permanently and work legally. At the office, he submitted his finger prints, filled out some paperwork and answered some questions. An immigration agent said the office would contact him once he was assigned to a bed somewhere.
"Everything will fall in the right direction, bro," Dak said. "I will be patient no matter what happens. I am not ready to give up my faith yet."
That afternoon, he walked back to the Charles de Gaulle Bridge. The camp was gone, replaced by corrugated metal fences intended to prevent it from springing back up. Thinking ahead that morning, Dak had rolled up his tent and hid it inside a garbage bin. He retrieved it and, as night fell, he and about a dozen others set up camp beside the fences, with Dak piling into his tent with two friends.
They fell asleep around midnight. An hour later, Dak said, two police officers woke them and ordered them to leave. They split up to avoid attention, fanning out along the riverbank in search of another place to sleep.

Ibrahim and Bilal walk to a new encampment. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


THE SEINE RIVER WINDS through the heart of France's grand Olympic plans.
After securing the hosting bid in 2017, the government embarked on an $8 billion project to prepare Paris for the world's biggest sporting spectacle, constructing a new arena in one of the city's lowest-income neighborhoods and an Olympic Village in a disinvested northern suburb.
The notoriously grimy Seine would be cleaned, the country declared, so it could host swimming events and serve as the primary route for the Opening Ceremonies, boasting a water parade unprecedented in Olympic history.
Hosting the Opening Ceremonies in a public setting, rather than a stadium, raised questions about security. France answered with promises of a robust police presence, sophisticated surveillance and a "zero delinquency" policy, to crack down on minor infractions near Olympic sites such as the Seine.
"The goal," Laurent Nunez, head of Paris police, told Le Monde last year, "is to act on all elements of delinquency, from drug trafficking to pickpocketing or street sales, to anticipate as much as possible and achieve a delinquency level that is nonexistent by the time of the Olympics."
To prepare for the expected influx of 15 million visitors, the government told hotels they wouldn't need to provide rooms for the city's emergency shelter system. It built housing facilities in 10 cities around the country, then increased the police sweeps around Paris. Thanks to the new policy, the capacity of those hotels "will fall by 3,000 to 4,000 places" to accommodate visitors for the Olympics, Housing Minister Olivier Klein told the French Parliament last year.
The day after the sweep, Dak texted Ibrahim and Bilal, who told him about the new camp they'd chosen, under the Pont Neuf, a forty minute walk from the Charles de Gaulle. As he made his way on the promenade along the river, the sights of Parisian postcards passed in his periphery, markers of the nation's old wealth: Sorbonne University, Hotel de Ville with its colorful banners promoting the Paris 2024 Olympics, the looming spires of Notre Dame Cathedral.
To advocates, the least France owed those born into formerly colonized lands was a welcome refuge. At rallies on the steps of the Sacre-Coeur Basilica, in front of city hall and beneath the Arc de Triomphe, social worker Alauzy and other activists have called for the construction of an official refugee camp in the city before the Olympics, which would enable the government and charity groups to funnel resources and services to a single, designated site with enough beds to accommodate the flow of new arrivals. The government has declined to act on their calls.
"In a way, the Olympics are so great because you can seize the opportunity to say let's do better because the whole world is watching," Alauzy said. "The dream would be to welcome everybody who comes to Paris."
Tracing the Olympic parade route's opening stretch, Dak passed at least a dozen encampments. Blankets over the tops of tents kept the cold from seeping through rips in the fabric. Cracked bistro chairs formed a makeshift patio. Framed photos and art on a tunnel wall indicated a longtime inhabitant.
The camp under the Charles de Gaulle had resembled a college campus quad, ringing with laughter and youthful optimism. Boys sat in circles on the ground, showing each other videos from social media on phones with prepaid SIM cards provided by charity groups. Others kicked around a soccer ball fashioned from a cluster of rolled up socks. Newly formed friendships ran so deep that some boys returned to visit the camp even after they'd secured permanent housing.

Ibrahim and Bilal set up their tents under the Pont Neuf. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


It was through those friendships that Ibrahim, who came from South Sudan, and Bilal, who came from Chad, had heard that other young people from East African countries recently established a camp under the Pont Neuf. The two didn't get on the bus because the relocation program was for adults, and they feared that participating would invalidate their claims as minors. Though they said they were 16, they didn't have the paperwork to prove it and were going through a court process to determine if they qualified for child welfare services -- a state of limbo so common that there is a term for it, "mijeur," which combines the French words for "minor" and "major."
At Pont Neuf, Dak encountered around 20 tents along the edges of the cobblestone walkway, tucked away from public attention. In the evenings, Dak and others at the camp walked two miles east, to a food pantry service outside Gare de Lyon, the train station across the street from the Charles de Gaulle Bridge. They walked in twos, threes and fours, wary of police attention.
Perched on a railing one night, they ate a plate of vegetables and rice, with cornbread on the side and apple sauce for dessert. Ibrahim crammed water bottles into his backpack. Bilal donned a Philadelphia Eagles cap he had recently found. Dak sported a pair of sneakers a friend from the camp gave him.
"I have to be patient and everything will happen," Dak said.
He stayed at Pont Neuf for about a week. Then he received a call from the immigration office, which issued him a train ticket south, where a bed awaited him.
A few days after he left, a rainstorm flooded the banks of the Seine beneath the Pont Neuf, soaking tents, blankets, and shoes. Ibrahim and Bilal, who would continue living on the streets into the spring while their court cases played out, quickly rolled up their homes and  went looking for another place to sleep.

Ba Dak at his temporary apartment in southern France. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


BEYOND THE LAVENDER FIELDS and rolling pastures of southern France, Dak's apartment building stood on the suburban outskirts of Salon-en-Provence, down the street from a McDonalds near the highway.
He moved into a two-bedroom unit with people from Afghanistan, Guinea, Sudan and Togo. His roommate from Togo gave him two pairs of pants. His roommate from Sudan gave him two button-up shirts. The French government sent a prepaid debit card with 221 euros, his monthly stipend, and he began mandatory weekly French language classes. Soon groceries covered his desk.
He inquired about boxing classes at a local gym, but the price exceeded his budget. So he spent most of his days inside his room, watching old boxing matches on YouTube, pumping out sets of push-ups, messaging relatives in South Sudan. Lying on his bed, he imagined the jobs he might find once he had legal status, and hoped for work that would pay him enough to send plenty back to his mother and four younger siblings. His father had died while Dak was making his way north.
His family owned a farm on which it grew maize and pumpkin, but Dak said that when he was 13, rebel commanders recruited him to be a spy for the military force opposing the South Sudan government, pulling him into the nation's civil war. By 16, he said, he was flying into battle with a rifle in his arms.

Ba Dak as a child soldier in South Sudan. (Courtesy of Ba Dak)


"First two years, I didn't like it," he said. "Next two years, I get more comfortable. And then I said, 'What am I becoming?' "
By 2022, he said, he'd grown disillusioned with his commanders, who had made many promises they failed to keep. After ending up at a hospital in a U.N. refugee camp in Sudan with a bullet wound on his ankle, he said, he befriended a shopkeeper who helped him get to Libya. In Tripoli, he met a farm owner who said he would arrange his transport to Europe if he worked for him for a year. Eighteen months later, he was crossing the Mediterranean on a small boat crammed with around 30 people. He landed in southern Italy and filed for asylum at a refugee camp.
From there, he said, he train-hopped north, sneaking on when ticket takers weren't looking, hopping off when conductors caught him, hiding overnight at stations across Italy and Switzerland until he reached Paris on Jan. 29, nearly two years after he had left South Sudan.
On his first day in the city, he encountered a group of East African migrants who guided him to a camp, helped him find an empty tent and directed him to a charity that provided donated clothes and a place to shower.
He was one of around 2.4 million people to leave South Sudan over the past decade. Most have ended up in neighboring African countries. Dak sought to be one of a few thousand each year who file for asylum in France.
His homeland's struggle served as the backdrop for one of the most inspirational stories of the 2024 Olympics. Ranked 62nd in the world, South Sudan's national basketball team had qualified for the Games for the first time, clinching a spot among the 12 finalists by defeating Angola, the Philippines and China at the basketball World Cup in September. Nearly every member of the team has been a refugee or the child of a refugee. Some now live in the United States or Europe, where their basketball talent has earned them college scholarships or professional contracts.
Dak had no idea about the team's success until after he arrived in Paris and a friend at the camp told him about it. He felt heartened by the goodwill the team brought to South Sudan and its diaspora. The more people knew about experiences like his, he hoped, the better his chances of finding a welcome reception.
But the law was a more complicated matter.
In early April, after five weeks in the apartment, Dak got an update: Because he had filed for asylum in Italy before applying in France, European Union policy dictated that Italy was responsible for processing his claim, and he couldn't seek asylum in France unless Italy denied him. He had to leave France and complete his asylum process in Italy. He was no longer eligible for government assistance. Soon, another person would cycle into the bed he was leaving.
"They wanted to give me a train ticket to Italy," Dak said. "I refused to take the ticket."
Last year, under a new prime minister who aims to reduce the number of immigrants from African countries, Italy's government passed laws enabling authorities to hold asylum seekers in detention centers for up to 18 months while their applications are processed.
"Bro, in Italy it's very hard because they have racist rules," Dak said. "If they send me back to Italy, I will come back again until they get tired of me so they will allow me to stay in France."
Eventually, he landed on another idea: he would go to England, where European Union policies don't apply. That country didn't offer a warm welcome, either. In April, its government passed a controversial law to deport some asylum seekers to Rwanda. But with no appealing options, Dak figured he'd take his chances.

Paris police on the bank of the Seine after clearing an encampment. (Albert Samaha/TWP)


One day in April, Dak said, he took a bus north to Calais, which sits near the coast and has become a hub for migrants hoping to cross the English Channel. Then he and two dozen others marched nine hours along the highway, to Dunkirk. The encampment there was the biggest one he had seen in France, with scores of tents across a patchy dirt field in the woods, hidden from the road behind a wall of trees. A charity group distributed food, water, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste. The man organizing the boat said the timing depended on weather. The waves, for now, were too rough.
On his fifth day in Dunkirk, police swept in.
"They rip up the tents," he said, and "chase us with tear gas and electric gun, but we are all fine."
Dak and some others managed to hide their tents in the forest when they heard the police were approaching. After the officers left, the young men restored what was left of their camp and waited for the waters to calm.
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Israel mulls options for Rafah after Biden threatens to withhold arms
The rupture comes after months of disagreement between the two countries over Israel's conduct of the war.
By Shira Rubin | 2024-05-09

Israeli soldiers with military vehicles gather Thursday at an undisclosed position near the border fence with the Gaza Strip in southern Israel. (Abir Sultan/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


TEL AVIV -- Israel is recalibrating the next steps of its war against Hamas following warnings by President Biden that the United States will cut off offensive weapons shipments if the Israeli military advances into Rafah, the southern Gazan city that is harboring more than 1 million Palestinians.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has yet to respond to Biden's unprecedented policy shift. But Yaakov Amidror, a former national security adviser to Netanyahu, said that the "surprise" warning has caught Israel off guard and will compel the war cabinet to reconsider whether and how it will enter Rafah -- "if it will bear the consequence of going in without American support, or if it will stop the operation, which will allow Hamas to be unharmed in the area."
The public rupture, which included Biden's assertion that civilians have been killed by the U.S.-made munitions supplied to Israel, comes after months of disagreement between the two countries over Israel's conduct in the war, and as cease-fire negotiations between Israel and Hamas in Cairo teeter toward collapse.
On Thursday, Hamas said that it was sending its delegation back to Doha, Qatar, and that it remained committed to the cease-fire outline that it announced on Monday, even as Israel's moves threatened negotiations. Israel maintains that the agreement Hamas approved is different from the one on the table.
Several Israeli officials did respond to Biden's threat and repeated Israeli vows to dismantle Hamas's four remaining battalions in Rafah and seal off the border with Egypt, where Israel says Hamas has a subterranean tunnel network designed to facilitate the smuggling of weapons.
"Israel will continue to fight Hamas until its destruction," Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz wrote Thursday on X, without mentioning the crisis. "There is no war more just than this."
Israel's envoy to the United Nations, Gilad Erdan, described Biden's decision as "disappointing and frustrating." It could "harm Israel's ability to obtain one of this war's main objective -- toppling Hamas, for a better future for the entire region," he said in a radio interview.
"Any pressure on Israel, any limitations on it, even from close allies who care for our interests, are being interpreted by our enemies ... as something that gives them hope," he added.

President Biden meets with campaign volunteers in Racine, Wis., on Wednesday. (Evan Vucci/AP)


The far-right members of Netanyahu's ruling coalition were more defiant in their responses, with Finance Minister  Bezalel Smotrich insisting that Israel would still "achieve complete victory in this war despite President Biden's pushback and arms embargo."
National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir was blunter, tweeting, "Hamas [heart emoji] Biden," suggesting that the militant group loves the U.S. president. The two ministers are key to the ruling coalition but not part of Israel's war cabinet.
On Tuesday, Netanyahu announced that the Israeli military, with full agreement of the war cabinet, had seized the border area near the Rafah crossing to provide "military pressure that is a necessary condition for the return of our hostages" and to "destroying Hamas."
Since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on southern Israeli communities that killed about 1,200 and resulted in 253 hostages, Israel has vowed to destroy the militant group.
In the course of seven months of fighting, more than 34,000 Gazans have been killed, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians. In an interview with CNN on Wednesday, Biden said that 2,000-pound bombs supplied by the United States have been among those dropped by Israel in densely populated neighborhoods.
"I made it clear that if they go into Rafah -- they haven't gone into Rafah yet -- if they go into Rafah, I'm not supplying the weapons that have been used historically to deal with Rafah, to deal with the cities," Biden said. "We're not going to supply the weapons and artillery shells."
Amidror, the former adviser to Netanyahu, said that on the tactical level, Israel could continue the fight in Gaza, and even later in Lebanon, but that the lack of American support would "harm Israeli military readiness in the long term."
He said that it was also unclear for Israel if Biden "was speaking categorically, or if he was saying that the United States would not support Israel in Rafah if it does not evacuate the civilian population" -- which the Israeli military has said it was committed to achieving.

Smoke billows from Israeli strikes in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip on Thursday. (AFP/Getty Images)


Overnight Wednesday, the Israel Defense Forces raided and conducted airstrikes in Gaza City, in the northern part of the Strip, targeting 25 locations that included "military structures, terror tunnels, observation posts, sniper posts, and additional terror infrastructure," the IDF said in a statement.
An estimated 80,000 people have evacuated from eastern Rafah in recent days, according to the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, the largest aid agency in the enclave. The Israeli incursion has shut the two main crossings into southern Gaza, Rafah and Kerem Shalom. While Israeli authorities said Kerem Shalom has been reopened,  keeping their promises to the U.S. administration, aid agencies say trucks are not going through.
Hamas has also periodically targeted the Kerem Shalom crossing, including on Sunday, when four Israeli soldiers were killed in what Israeli described as a Hamas mortar attack.

Palestinians gather to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen, amid shortages of aid supplies, after Israeli forces launched a ground and air operation in the eastern part of Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip, on Wednesday. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters)


The United States has repeatedly urged Israel to allow more aid into the enclave, especially in the north, which the World Food Program said has been subject to a "full-blown famine."
For months, the United States has said that it would refuse to support a wide-scale IDF offensive in Rafah without a comprehensive plan to ensure the protection of the more than 1 million civilians who have taken shelter there. The Israeli army has said it has been in discussions with the U.S. officials and with international aid organizations over strategies to relocate civilians to "humanitarian islands" in the center of the Strip. The U.S. administration, however, has said that it has yet to be presented with satisfactory plans.
The administration has also clashed with Israel over its lack of a long-term strategy in the war and its vision for the governing and rebuilding of Gaza after the war is over.
A majority of Israelis believe that the "absolute victory" against Hamas repeatedly promised by Netanyahu is unlikely, according to a February poll by the Israel Democracy Institute.
Hazem Balousha in Cairo contributed to this report.
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Plane skids off runway in Senegal, injuring 10 people, including pilot
The Air Senegal flight, operated by Transair, was taking off from Blaise Diagne International Airport on its way to Bamako, Mali.  
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-05-09

A plane skidded off the runway at Blaise Diagne International Airport in Dakar, Senegal, on Thursday. (Zohra Bensemra/Reuters)


A passenger plane skidded off the runway at Blaise Diagne International Airport in Senegal early Thursday, injuring 10 people, including a pilot, Senegal's transport minister said.
Air Senegal Flight HC301 to Bamako, Mali, which was operated by another local airline, Transair, was taking off with 85 people on board, including two pilots and four crew members, El Malick Ndiaye said in a statement Thursday.
The plane was a Boeing 737, the Associated Press and Reuters reported.
Emergency services responded to the incident, which occurred at 1:14 a.m. on Thursday, and evacuated the passengers. Those who were hurt were rushed to a hospital, and others were taken to a hotel for "rest and proper care," Ndiaye added.

A general view of the control tower at Blaise Diagne International Airport on Thursday. (Seyllou/AFP/Getty Images)


Blaise Diagne International Airport reopened later Thursday, and operations "resumed normally," the airport said on X, formerly Twitter.
Moussa Ndiouck, a spokesman for Air Senegal, declined to comment on the incident when reached Thursday by The Washington Post. "We are awaiting feedback from the relevant services," he said.
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Emboldened Russia marks Victory Day with parade of nuclear-capable weapons
Vladimir Putin delivered a bellicose speech on Red Square at a commemoration of the Soviet Union's victory in World War II, signaling his confidence about Russia's battlefield advances in Ukraine. 
By Robyn Dixon | 2024-05-09

Vladimir Putin on May 9 marked Victory Day with a speech accusing the West of "hypocrisy and lies" and of inciting global conflicts.


With his armies grinding forward in Ukraine, Vladimir Putin on Thursday marked Victory Day, the World War II commemoration that is Russia's most significant holiday, with an unusually harsh speech, accusing the West of "hypocrisy and lies" and of inciting global conflicts, and warning that Russia's nuclear weapons are always ready for war.

Russian military vehicles, including Yars intercontinental ballistic missiles, move in a line before Thursday's Victory Day parade in Moscow. (Shamil Zhumatov/Reuters)


Appearing confident and confrontational at the ceremony on Red Square, two days after his inauguration for a fifth term as president, Putin accused Russia's former allies against Nazi Germany of distorting the truth about World War II. After his speech, the traditional parade showcased Russia's military prowess, including the Yars and Iskander-M nuclear-capable missile systems.
"Russia will do everything to prevent a global clash, but at the same time we will not allow anyone to threaten us. Our strategic forces are always in combat readiness," Putin said, referring to Russian nuclear capabilities. Earlier this week, Russia's Foreign Ministry scolded the ambassadors of Britain and France over their countries' support for Ukraine, and Putin announced plans for tactical nuclear drills.

Fighter jets leave trails of smoke in the colors of the Russian flag during a Victory Day parade in Moscow on Thursday. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


In remarks full of bravado and bluster, Putin repeated his frequent and false accusation that Western powers are supporting modern-day Nazis by propping up the government in Kyiv. He also restated his common gripe that the West is seeking to stymie Russia's development as a global power.
"Revanchism, mockery of history, the desire to justify the current followers of the Nazis are part of the general policy of Western elites to incite more and more regional conflicts, interethnic and interreligious enmity, and to restrain sovereign, independent centers of world development," Putin said.
He asserted that the West has forgotten the lessons of World War II against Nazi Germany, and he distorted history to suggest that the Soviet Union's fight against Germany decided "the fate of mankind" while "practically the whole of Europe was working for the military power of the Wehrmacht."
"Today we see how the attempts are made to distort the truth about the Second World War," Putin said. "It disturbs those who are accustomed to building their essentially colonial policy on hypocrisy and lies."
He continued: "They are demolishing memorials to the true fighters against Nazism, putting on pedestals the traitors and collaborators of the Nazis, crossing out the memory of the heroism and nobility of the soldier liberators, of the great sacrifice they made in the name of life."
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov reinforced Putin's nuclear saber-rattling by warning the United States and the West "that their escalatory course confronts Moscow with the need for steps to strengthen nuclear deterrence measures."
After the parade, Putin said he met with Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu; the chief of Russia's general staff, Valery Gerasimov; and Putin's closest military ally, Belarusian leader Alexander Lukashenko on Wednesday night for intensive discussions on the Ukraine war, the Interfax news agency reported. Lukashenko said the meeting ended at 3 a.m.
The parade in Moscow included about 1,000 participants in Russia's war on Ukraine, marching in a separate column, after Putin, in his speech, extolled them as heroes.
Putin, wearing a St. George's ribbon on his lapel, arrived at Moscow's iconic main square under gray skies, leading a group of leaders of Central Asian and several other "friendly" countries. He shook hands with aging World War II veterans. The square was flanked by a giant red banner bearing the word "Victory!"
As a military orchestra played triumphal music, a formation of goose-stepping Russian service members carried the Russian tricolor flag and the Soviet victory banner onto the square in heavy rain, kicking off the parade.

Russian soldiers who served in the war in Ukraine march on Red Square during the Victory Day parade. (Alexander Nemenov/AFP/Getty Images)


Shoigu, standing in an open-topped limousine, was driven around the square saluting and congratulating various units, which returned the salute and yelled "Hurrah! Hurrah Hurrah!"
Russia's highly politicized Victory Day celebration is not just a commemoration of the massive wartime Soviet casualties in World War II, which is known in Russia as the Great Patriotic War, but also a bombastic celebration of Russian militarization, central to Putin's determination to rebuild Russia as a great power with conservative, traditional values.
Recent Russian advances on the battlefield in Ukraine set the tone for the triumphant atmosphere on Thursday -- a stark contrast to last year when Russia was under intense pressure amid successive setbacks in the war. At the time, its forces were struggling and failing to take the city of Bakhmut as a prize for Putin -- though they managed to seize the city weeks later.
This year's parade was marked by the resumption of the symbolically important aviation flyover for the first time since the invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, with a display by nine Su-30SM and MiG-29 aerobatic teams and six Su-25VMs. The aircraft painted the sky in the colors of the Russian flag. In 2021, more than 50 military planes and 18 helicopters took part.
Yet the display of hardware on Red Square was modest compared with the ostentatious exhibition of the country's most advanced equipment in prewar years. As last year, only one tank -- an old World War II-era T-34 -- took part in the procession. The T-14 Armata that was presented to the public during the parade in 2015 and billed by Russia as a rival to U.S. Abrams and German Leopard tanks was nowhere to be seen.
In total, 61 pieces of equipment were displayed during the parade, slightly up from last year's event but far fewer than the nearly 200 brought to Red Square in 2021.
This year, Ukrainian forces have been forced to retreat from numerous front-line villages as supplies of weapons from Western supporters stalled. Ukraine's electricity grid has been relentlessly bombed, part of heavy attacks on critical infrastructure that have severely damaged Ukraine's economy.
The leaders of Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Cuba, Laos and Guinea-Bissau were present for the parade. On Wednesday, Putin sent congratulatory messages to the leaders of numerous former Soviet states -- notably excluding Ukraine, which he insists is historically part of Russia, and the Baltic states, which are now part of the European Union and NATO.
Russia has ramped up weapons production, with weapons factories running 24 hours a day to produce artillery shells, and plants refurbishing and cranking out older-model tanks for the front lines, rather than advanced modern tanks. Russia has been able to obtain parts from Iran, China and North Korea to drive a massive military production effort.
Putin has put Russia's economy on a war footing and dramatically increased the military and security budgets, allowing Russia to make a stunning recovery from its early losses in Ukraine.
Western delays and hiccups in military support for Ukraine, including the months-long stalling of aid in Congress, have left Ukraine with insufficient air defense systems and ammunition to protect its cities and infrastructure.
Even with new aid beginning to flow, Ukraine remains outgunned and outnumbered. Russia has taken advantage of Kyiv's shortages to consolidate its positions and increase its military deployments through an aggressive recruitment drive.
Kyiv officials on Wednesday announced plans for electricity rationing across the country after Russia's latest massive missile and drone strike on infrastructure.
Russia is pushing to capture the town of Chasiv Yar, seen as a strategic location on high ground that could open the way for the seizure of more territory in the Donetsk region, which Putin -- in violation of international law -- has  declared to be annexed by Russia.
As part of the Victory Day celebrations, the Defense Ministry mounted a display of Western military equipment captured in Ukraine in an exhibition in Moscow that drew tens of thousands of people and reinforced Putin's repeated insistence that his nation is fighting an existential war against the "collective West."
Mary Ilyushina in Berlin and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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How many hostages are still in Gaza since Hamas attack on Israel? What to know. 
Israel estimates some 112 hostages held by Hamas have been released or freed; 92 are believed still to be alive in Gaza. Here's what we know.
By Victoria Bisset, Sammy Westfall, Helier Cheung | 2024-05-09
The Israeli government estimates that 252 hostages were taken in the cross-border Oct. 7 Hamas attack that killed 1,200 people in Israel, although numbers have shifted over the course of the war. According to the latest figures, 92 hostages are believed to still be alive and in captivity in the Gaza Strip, but the country has not given the full basis for its estimates.
Since the attack, 112 hostages held in Gaza have been freed. A deal between Israel and Hamas, mediated by Qatar, paused the fighting on Nov. 24 and allowed for the release of women and children in exchange for Palestinian women and teens in Israeli prisons. However, fighting restarted Dec. 1, with Israeli warplanes resuming strikes in Gaza.
During the pause, 81 Israeli citizens -- including those who also hold citizenship from other countries -- were released. Under the deal's framework, every Israeli hostage freed would initiate the release of three Palestinian prisoners. Outside the framework of the exchange deal, 24 foreign nationals -- who do not hold Israeli citizenship -- were freed. Some hostages -- including two Americans -- were also released or rescued outside of the deal.
The number of hostages who have died in captivity and the ages, genders and nationalities of those remaining in Gaza are unclear. Israel has estimated that the majority of those remaining have Israeli citizenship and are male. It's unclear how many are members of the Israeli military. Two Americans -- Abigail Edan, 4, and Liat Beinin Atzili, 49 -- were released under the exchange deal. Fewer than 10 U.S. citizens are now held hostage, according to the White House.
While Hamas is thought to hold most of the hostages, some are believed to be held by other militant groups, including Palestinian Islamic Jihad, whose fighters also took part in the Oct. 7 attack. Israel blames Hamas for the deaths of some hostages, and it said at least three were killed in its own operations; Hamas says Israeli strikes have killed some hostages. The Washington Post could not independently verify either side's claims.
Here is a list of the hostages released and what is known about those who remain.
Israel and Hamas initially agreed on a four-day deal that would pause hostilities to exchange captives. The deal, which began Nov. 24, was extended multiple times, allowing for the release of more hostages. The United States pushed for a broader deal that could also encompass the release of men and military personnel, but negotiations broke down and hostilities resumed on Dec. 1.
According to the Israeli government, 252 people were thought to have been abducted on Oct. 7. The Israeli prime minister's office says that of the 128 hostages taken on Oct. 7 who are still held in Gaza, 36 are now confirmed dead, bringing the estimated number of living hostages to 92. Israel includes hostages who were killed, with their bodies still held by Hamas, in its count.
The majority of the remaining hostages are Israelis or dual nationals, and male. Some Americans are believed to remain in captivity in Gaza. The only children on Israel's list of remaining hostages are Kfir Bibas, who was 9 months old when he was abducted, and his 4-year-old brother, Ariel. Israel has said it is assessing Hamas's claims that the Bibas children and their mother, Shiri, were killed.
Ten of the remaining hostages are foreign nationals, according to Israel. Israel previously described the breakdown as eight Thai citizens, one Nepali citizen and one French-Mexican citizen.
Before the pause in fighting, Hamas released four hostages in two batches in October. Americans Judith Raanan, 59, and her daughter Natalie, 17, were released Oct. 20. Hamas said this was for "humanitarian reasons," without elaborating.
Yocheved Lifshitz and Nurit Cooper, Israeli women in their 70s and 80s, were released Oct. 23, for what Hamas called "crushing humanitarian reasons." Their husbands remain in captivity.
Israel said one of its soldiers who was taken in the Hamas incursion was released after a rescue operation in late October. The soldier was identified as Pvt. Ori Megidish.
In mid-February, Israel's military said it rescued two Israeli Argentine dual nationals, Fernando Simon Marman and Luis Har, amid deadly airstrikes on Rafah.
It is unclear how many of the remaining hostages are still alive.
Israel said it has recovered 12 bodies of hostages from Gaza, including several whose deaths it blames on Hamas and some who have been killed in its own operations.
Israel said there are 36 additional hostages it believes were killed whose bodies have not been recovered, including one who was killed in a rescue attempt. That number includes one Tanzanian worker. It said it has been updating its list of hostages killed based on confirmation from "intelligence and other measures." Its list appeared also to include some whose bodies were taken into Gaza after they were killed in the Oct. 7 attack.
Nov. 24: The day the pause began, Israel's Foreign Ministry confirmed that 13 Israelis were released.
Nov. 25: Israel's Foreign Ministry confirmed that 13 Israelis were released.
Nov. 26: The Israeli Foreign Ministry listed 14 Israelis who were released.
Nov. 27: Israel's Foreign Ministry listed 11 Israeli hostages as being released.
All those released on Nov. 27 have dual citizenship -- French, Argentine and German, said Qatar's foreign minister, Al Ansari.
Nov. 28: Israel's Foreign Ministry said 10 Israeli hostages were released. One of the hostages was born in the Philippines, and some also hold Argentine citizenship, according to local media reports.
Nov. 29: The Israeli prime minister's office said 10 Israeli hostages were released. Two others with Russian citizenship were also released. Qatar's and Germany's foreign ministries said there were three German citizens released, but The Post could not confirm the name of one.
Nov. 30: Hamas released eight Israeli hostages, Israel's military said.
Some other foreign nationals -- mostly Thai -- were also released during the pause in fighting.

Thai nationals who were released after being taken hostage by Hamas leave the Shamir Medical Center in Ramla, Israel, on their way to be flown back to Thailand. (Maya Levin/AP)


Nov. 24: 10 Thai nationals and one Filipino national were released, the Thai and Philippine foreign ministries confirmed. Israel's Foreign Ministry also listed the names of those freed.
Nov. 25: The Thai Foreign Ministry said four Thai nationals were released, and they were named by a Thai public broadcaster.
Nov. 26: The Thai Foreign Ministry said three Thai nationals had been released. Their names were published by the Israeli Foreign Ministry.
Nov. 28: Thailand's foreign minister said he welcomed two Thai nationals who had been released. They were named by Israel's Foreign Ministry.
Nov. 29: The Israeli prime minister's office announced that four Thai nationals had been released into Israel. They were named by Thailand's Foreign Ministry.
Lior Soroka, Itay Stern, Shira Rubin and Kate Brady contributed to this report.
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Israel puts Rafah in the eye of the storm
After months of warnings of a looming Israeli offensive in overcrowded Rafah, the ground operation appears to be underway.
By Ishaan Tharoor | 2024-05-09
You're reading an excerpt from the Today's WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest free, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox every weekday.

Displaced Palestinians leave with their belongings following an evacuation order in Rafah in southern Gaza on Wednesday. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


For weeks, we wrote that a planned Israeli offensive on the Gazan city of Rafah was "looming." Now, in the face of widespread global outrage and mounting humanitarian fears, it appears to be underway.
More than a million Palestinians have taken sanctuary in the city in the months following Oct. 7, when militant group Hamas launched an unprecedented terrorist strike on southern Israel, seizing dozens of hostages while provoking an Israeli onslaught that has leveled much of Gaza, killed more than 34,500 people, including many women and children, and left the territory in the grips of one of the most sweeping and sudden humanitarian crises of the 21st century.
For months, Rafah was relatively safe, a hub for relief operations and an area where Palestinians fleeing other parts of Gaza could find shelter. But Israel's war cabinet, led by embattled Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, sees a move on the city as an essential part of dismantling Hamas's military capacity -- an imperative that overrides the stated concerns of a host of allies, including the United States, which fear the calamity for civilians that may unfold. Netanyahu pressed forward even as demonstrators in Israeli cities campaigned against his government, warning that an offensive risked the lives of hostages still in Hamas captivity.
By Tuesday, Israeli forces had seized the pivotal Rafah border crossing that links Gaza to Egypt's Sinai peninsula. Israel intensified bombardments on parts of the city, hitting houses and residential towers, and prompted more than 100,000 people into a panicked evacuation. The Rafah border crossing was closed, though Israeli authorities said another crossing at Kerem Shalom remained open to funnel critical supplies into Gaza -- a claim questioned by aid groups that said the routes were not safe for the passage of humanitarian relief.

(The Washington Post)


"The crossing area has ongoing military operations and is an active war zone," Louise Wateridge, a spokeswoman for UNRWA, the U.N.'s agency for Palestinians, currently in Rafah, said Wednesday. "We are hearing continued bombardments in this area throughout the day. No fuel or aid has entered into the Gaza Strip, and this is disastrous for the humanitarian response."
Representatives of major international organizations said the lack of access would trigger further disaster. "All the fuel that entered Gaza went through Rafah crossing," said Jeremy Konyndyk, president of Refugees International, at a joint news briefing Wednesday of prominent humanitarian organizations. "The whole aid operation runs on fuel, so if the fuel is cut off, the humanitarian operation collapses. Water can't be pumped. Lights cannot be kept on in hospitals. Vehicles cannot distribute aid."
"With that crossing now being closed, our whole humanitarian operation on the ground is compromised," Ricardo Pires, spokesman for UNICEF, the U.N. children's agency, told my colleagues. "If the crossing is not urgently reopened, the entire civilian population in Rafah and in the Gaza Strip will be at greater risk of famine, disease and death."
Famine is already believed to be prevalent in areas of Gaza's north. Human Rights Watch said Wednesday that Israel was contravening legally binding orders from the International Court of Justice by obstructing the entry of lifesaving aid. "The court's March order required Israel to report to the ICJ on the implementation of the court's measures within one month," the rights group noted. "However, as of May 2, Israeli authorities continued to obstruct basic services and entry of fuel and lifesaving aid, acts that amount to war crimes and include the use of starvation of civilians as a weapon of war."
The current Israeli push elicited an exasperated response from U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres. "Haven't civilians suffered enough death and destruction?" he said. "Make no mistake, a full-scale assault on Rafah would be a human catastrophe."

Palestinians fled Rafah on May 8 as Israel threatened a major assault. More than a million people were sheltering in the city.


Rafah's exhausted residents concur. "We can't find anywhere to go now," Mohamed Khaled, 22, told my colleague Heba Farouk Mahfouz on Tuesday. "There is no place left. People are being scattered around, each leaving in a direction. Constant bombardment, I swear. It is not easy to leave. Transportation is extremely expensive for us. I pray tomorrow I could find a place to go to."
In 2005, when Israel unilaterally withdrew its forces from inside Gaza, it ceded control of the Rafah crossing to Egypt and the Palestinian Authority. Hamas's takeover of Gaza in 2007 prompted Egypt to shutter the crossing, though it would periodically allow openings. A sprawling network of smuggling tunnels into the territory emerged, which have now become notorious as key conduits for Hamas's activities. Egypt ultimately cracked down on the smugglers, and Hamas's illicit fortunes took a dip in the past decade.
During the second intifada, Israeli forces razed hundreds of homes in the city in their campaigns against Palestinian militants. In 2003, U.S. activist Rachel Corrie was killed in Rafah, crushed to death by an Israeli armored bulldozer as she tried to thwart the destruction of a house.
Rafah has a far deeper history, tracing back to antiquity and pharaonic times. Into the 20th century, it stood at the border between Ottoman Palestine and British-controlled Egypt. Israel captured Gaza and the Sinai Peninsula after the 1967 war, but it eventually withdrew from Sinai in 1982 after clinching a peace agreement with Egypt.
As a consequence, Rafah was split down the middle between Egyptian and Palestinian sides. "A separation barrier was built, splitting families (and sometimes houses!) and the center of the town was destroyed to make way for a buffer zone between the two sides," explained my colleague Erin Cunningham, who has reported from Gaza in the past, in an email message. "This is when the first smuggling tunnels started to pop up -- initially to reunite families but also, of course, to bring in contraband."
"The great irony is that Rafah was united by war and now will be divided by peace," a Western newspaper noted at the time. More than four decades later, the current war offers the battered city little hope of either peace or unity.
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WHO says health services in south Gaza will run out of fuel in three days
Israel closed the Kerem Shalom border crossing after a Hamas attack killed four Israeli soldiers there. The U.S. pause comes amid concerns about Israel's Rafah plans.
By Andrew Jeong, Jennifer Hassan, Susannah George, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Sammy Westfall, Abigail Hauslohner, John Hudson, Heidi Levine, Loveday Morris, Claire Parker, Bryan Pietsch, Cate Brown, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Karen DeYoung | 2024-05-09
The World Health Organization said Wednesday that the closure of the Rafah border crossing meant health services in southern Gaza would run out of fuel in three days. "Without more aid flowing into Gaza, we cannot sustain our lifesaving support to hospitals," WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said at a briefing. President Biden told CNN Wednesday that he would halt the shipment of U.S. offensive weapons to Israel if the country moves ahead with a long-planned ground invasion of Rafah.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/05/08/israel-hamas-war-news-gaza-palestine/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



U.S. postpones delivery of report to Congress on Israel's war conduct
The delay came as Israeli forces continued their incursion into Rafah, Gaza's southernmost city, despite warnings from President Biden that more needs to be done to protect civilians.
By Karen DeYoung, Abigail Hauslohner, John Hudson | 2024-05-08

Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli airstrike on a house in Rafah, in southern Gaza, on May 8. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


The Biden administration postponed delivery of a report due to Congress on Wednesday on whether Israel's use of U.S.-supplied military equipment in Gaza has violated U.S. or international humanitarian law, saying that a written assessment would be provided "in the very near future."
"We have taken this incredibly seriously and we will have it ... in the coming days," State Department spokesman Matthew Miller told reporters.
The delay came as Israeli forces continued their incursion into Rafah, Gaza's southernmost city, despite a warning from President Biden that such an operation could affect U.S. policy toward the government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Israel has dropped leaflets urging 100,000 civilians to evacuate, a fraction of the more than 1.5 million Palestinian civilians who have sought refuge there from the war.
In an interview Wednesday with CNN, Biden said he would halt further shipments of offensive weapons if Israel launched a major Rafah invasion. "Civilians have been killed in Gaza as a consequence of those bombs," he said. "I made it clear that if they go into Rafah. ... I'm not supplying the weapons that have been used historically ... to deal with the cities."
Now in its second day, what U.S. officials said Israel has described as a "limited"  military operation has closed off the flow of humanitarian assistance into Gaza through its two main entry points -- the Rafah crossing from Egypt and nearby Kerem Shalom from Israel, which Israeli authorities said was reopened Wednesday but aid groups said was still not functioning.
The administration has already paused at least one weapons delivery to Israel because of concerns about civilian casualties. An estimated 34,000 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli air and ground operations, according to Gaza health authorities, since the war began Oct. 7 when Hamas attacked Israel, leaving about 1,200 dead and taking more than 250 hostages into Gaza.
In congressional testimony Wednesday, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin confirmed that delivery of "one shipment of high payload munitions" was being at least temporarily withheld, while others were being considered.
"We are currently reviewing some near-term security assistance shipments in the context of the unfolding events in Rafah," Austin told the defense subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee. "We have not made any final decisions on this yet."
But the administration has been "very clear that ... Israel has to do more to protect the civilians in the battle space," Austin said. The United States, he said, wanted "a plan to move those civilians out ... before executing any kind of ground combat operation."
Israel ordered the civilian evacuation hours before it began the ongoing Rafah operation, which included the taking of the Rafah crossing. Although U.S. officials said Israel had assured the administration that the incursion was limited in both scope and duration, and not a "major military operation," Miller said at the State Department on Wednesday that even the limited evacuation "is not something we support."
"We made clear that we don't want to see that happen," he said. "We don't think there is sufficient place for those people to go."
Austin's public confirmation of the shipment holdup, which had circulated for days in the media, brought immediate criticism from some quarters of a Congress deeply divided between support for Israel at all costs, and demands that the administration withhold backing.
In a letter to Biden on Wednesday, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) said that the shipment pause "call[s] into question" his pledge of an "ironclad" commitment to Israeli security that helped secure the recent passage of billions of dollars in new military aid to both Ukraine and Israel. "Daylight between the United States and Israel at this dangerous time risks emboldening Israel's enemies and undermining the trust that other allies and partners have in the United States," they wrote.
Calling for assistance to both Ukraine and Israel to be "expedited to the fullest extent possible," Johnson and McConnell said they wanted the delayed written assessment of Israel, along with "whether any other shipments will be ... paused," by the end of this week.
Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.) said in a statement that he encourages the administration "to continue to be wary of transferring weapons that could be used in offensive military actions that result in significant civilian casualties."
The weapons pause followed a flurry of closed-door conversations between U.S. and Israeli officials in recent days, according to two diplomats who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive exchanges. Israel expressed "deep frustration" at the delay of armaments, one of the diplomats said, and anger over the fact that it became public.
Israeli officials argued strenuously against the move, the diplomat said, complaining that it would jeopardize ongoing negotiations over a temporary cease-fire and hostage-release agreement "at a critical moment." U.S. officials disagreed that it would impede the negotiations and repeated Wednesday that Israel and Hamas can and should reach common ground on a deal put on the table by U.S., Qatari and Egyptian mediators.
The failure of the administration to meet its own deadline for providing Congress with an assessment of Israel's war conduct was unrelated to the Rafah incursion, Miller said, or to what he called the "unacceptable" sudden stop in humanitarian aid.
"The delay is not related to anything that has happened this week," he said. "The delay is just related to the fact that we are trying to put the finishing touches" on the report.
The report will assess Israel's assurances that it is abiding by U.S. and international law as directed by a national security memorandum issued by Biden on Feb. 8. Adding new reporting and transparency requirements to existing laws on U.S. weapons transfers, it says that all countries receiving U.S. military assistance must provide "credible and reliable" assurances that its use of that equipment is within legal bounds and they have not impeded any humanitarian assistance.
The State and Defense departments are tasked with assessing those assurances in reports to both Congress and the president. Any recipient country found in violation risks losing U.S. arms supplies.
While the deadline for assessing most of the nearly 80 countries that receive U.S. military equipment falls later this year, seven that were deemed to be in "active combat" zones -- Ukraine, Nigeria, Israel, Somalia, Iraq, Colombia and Kenya -- were given a shorter time limit that was reached Wednesday. Most attention has focused on Israel.
After receiving the requisite assurances from the seven countries in late March, State and Defense, U.S. embassies, and the National Security Council have had 45 days to gather what one official called "relevant" information -- including voluminous reports of alleged Israeli violations from human rights and humanitarian organizations.
That information now resides on the seventh floor of the State Department, in the offices of Secretary of State Antony Blinken. He will make the final assessment, in consultation with Austin, as to whether actions using U.S. military equipment or services have occurred "in a manner not consistent" with U.S. and international law, according to the memorandum.
The report, which one U.S. official said may bunch the seven countries together in one document, is to include recommendations, if appropriate, for "next steps to be taken to assess and remediate the situation. Such remediation could include actions from refreshing the assurances to suspending any further transfers" of weapons.
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Israeli closure of Rafah crossing cuts off Gaza's most vital aid lifeline
Israel's seizure of the Gaza-Egypt crossing plunged the aid community into crisis, severing key supply lines and stranding international aid workers. 

By Claire Parker | 2024-05-08

Trucks carrying humanitarian aid to Gaza line up waiting to move toward the Rafah border crossing from Arish, Egypt, on Tuesday. (EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


CAIRO -- Food, fuel and basic supplies are running dangerously low in Gaza after Israel seized and shut down the Rafah border crossing Tuesday, aid agencies said, threatening to worsen an already catastrophic humanitarian situation.
Israel's forces took control early Tuesday of the Rafah crossing between Gaza and Egypt in what appeared to be the start of its promised ground operation in the southern border city -- opposed by even its staunchest allies, including Washington. The Israel Defense Forces also intensified its bombardment of Rafah and issued evacuation orders for about 100,000 people in the city's east.
Israel's seizure of the crossing plunged the aid community into crisis, cutting its key supply lines and stranding international personnel on both sides of the Gaza-Egypt border. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, head of the World Health Organization, said Wednesday that the agency only had three days' worth of fuel left to keep health services running in the south.
Israeli authorities announced Wednesday that they would reopen Kerem Shalom, the other major crossing for aid trucks, which has been closed since Sunday after Hamas militants killed four Israeli soldiers in a rocket attack over the weekend.
Shimon Freedman, a spokesman for COGAT, the Israeli military body that oversees civilian affairs in the Palestinian territories, said Wednesday afternoon that the crossing was "open" and that trucks had passed through to the Gaza side of the border. But the United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees, or UNRWA, said no aid has reached it in Gaza.
"The crossing area has ongoing military operations and is an active war zone," Louise Wateridge, an UNRWA spokeswoman currently in Rafah, said Wednesday. "We are hearing continued bombardments in this area throughout the day. No fuel or aid has entered into the Gaza Strip, and this is disastrous for the humanitarian response."
Sean Carroll, president and CEO of American Near East Refugee Aid, or Anera, said that Kerem Shalom was "open in the sense that trucks can drop stuff inside the line" but that "the supply route is not fully open and safe to use."
Wael Abu Omar, a Gaza border official, said Israeli forces fired on six Palestinian border employees Wednesday as they tried to make their way to the Gaza side of Kerem Shalom to receive the aid.
"The IDF is currently reviewing the circumstances surrounding an incident of fire toward a vehicle with Palestinian workers who were on their way to work at the Gazan side of the Kerem Shalom Crossing," the Israeli military said in a statement. "Several people were injured and are receiving initial medical treatment at the scene by IDF troops."
Israel's continued blockage of Rafah -- the only entry point for fuel needed to power humanitarian operations and basic services in the Gaza Strip -- will prevent lifesaving assistance from reaching vulnerable people, U.N. agencies and aid groups said.
"With that crossing now being closed, our whole humanitarian operation on the ground is compromised," Ricardo Pires, spokesman for UNICEF, the U.N. children's agency, said in an interview Tuesday. "If the crossing is not urgently reopened, the entire civilian population in Rafah and in the Gaza Strip will be at greater risk of famine, disease and death."

A Palestinian family sits outside their shelter in a camp in Rafah near the Egyptian border on Tuesday. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


More than 1 million displaced people, including an estimated 600,000 children, are crowded into Rafah, which was considered the last relatively safe haven for civilians as Israeli forces laid waste to northern Gaza and pushed progressively south over the past seven months.
Rafah has also been the main aid hub for relief operations in Gaza. U.N. agencies and aid organizations set up headquarters there, and international aid workers have used the crossing to rotate in and out of the Strip.
According to U.N. figures, 1.1 million Gazans -- half the population -- face catastrophic food insecurity, and 1 in 3 children under age 2 suffer from acute malnutrition. Cindy McCain, head of the World Food Program, said Sunday that a "full-blown famine" was underway in the north and was spreading south.
In Rafah, there is one toilet for every 850 people. Health workers say unsanitary and crowded conditions are fueling the spread of respiratory and waterborne diseases.
Humanitarian groups had reported some improvement in aid delivery in recent weeks after President Biden demanded that Israel do more to ease the suffering of civilians following a deadly strike on foreign aid workers. An average of 189 trucks crossed via Rafah and Kerem Shalom per day in April, the highest volume since land routes were opened in late October, according to UNRWA, yet well below the 500 trucks U.N. agencies say are needed daily -- at a minimum -- to alleviate the crisis.
Distribution remains a challenge, aid workers say, and the deconfliction system between humanitarian groups and Israeli forces is still fraught.
Apparent momentum in cease-fire talks Monday generated hope that a pause in hostilities would allow aid agencies to surge supplies throughout Gaza. But there was little sign of diplomatic progress Wednesday, or indications that Israel was prepared to pull back from Rafah.
Some aid groups received notices to evacuate parts of the city along with tens of thousands of civilians sheltering there. Anera has already moved out of Rafah and suspended its operations there.
"Anera and all international aid organizations are scrambling to figure out how best to serve a suddenly again uprooted population while staying safe ourselves," Carroll said. "Until there is more clarity on safety and also aid crossings are open again, we cannot fully carry out our work."

Palestinians gather to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip on Wednesday. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters)


UNICEF, anticipating a Rafah invasion, pre-positioned supplies including drinking water, therapeutic food for malnourished children, vaccines and hygiene kits, Pires said. But if the Rafah crossing remains closed -- and supply lines and fuel sources are cut off -- the agency expects that it won't be able to deliver aid beyond the end of the week, he added.
Construction of a U.S.-provided temporary pier off the coast of Gaza is complete, but ships haven't started unloading aid there yet because of weather concerns, Sabrina Singh, a Pentagon spokeswoman, said Tuesday.
COGAT said 60 aid trucks entered northern Gaza on Tuesday via the newly reopened Erez crossing, which can only handle only 100 trucks a day, said Scott Anderson, director of UNRWA affairs in Gaza.
Rafah is an irreplaceable lifeline because it is home to Gaza's main fuel storage depot, which can hold 1 million liters, Anderson said.
"We're trying to scramble and see where else we could put fuel but we're not getting anywhere close to that [volume]," he said. "If we don't get fuel, hospitals don't work, water isn't generated, sewage waste isn't picked up."
Andrea De Domenico, head of operations in the Palestinian territories for the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, told reporters Tuesday that most of the food distribution in southern Gaza was suspended Monday. If more nutrition supplies don't come in soon, he added, "treatment of more than 3,000 children with acute malnutrition will be interrupted."
Aid agencies need about 200,000 liters (about 53,000 gallons) of fuel daily to run their operations. By evening Tuesday, they were down to 30,000 liters (8,000 gallons), De Domenico said.
The fuel shortage was also disrupting telecommunications systems in Gaza, he said. U.N. officials warned that ongoing disruptions to communications networks -- already unreliable after months of war -- would hinder humanitarian work and prevent Palestinian families from safely evacuating Rafah.
Israel's evacuation orders Monday have prompted some 50,000 people to flee their homes or shelters, according to UNRWA. The streets of Rafah were packed Tuesday with families rushing to leave the city's east. But "there's no transportation available because fuel is not available," said Nebal Farsakh, a spokeswoman for the Palestine Red Crescent Society. Prices of food and other essential items in markets, which had begun to stabilize, have skyrocketed again with aid entry points locked down.
Displaced people leaving Rafah need materials such as ropes, plastic sheets and nails to construct new shelters elsewhere, De Domenico said, "and those tools are simply not available in Gaza."

Internally displaced Palestinians leave with their belongings in Rafah on Wednesday after an evacuation order issued by the Israeli army. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


White House National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said Tuesday that it was "absolutely critical" that Israel allow the Rafah crossing to be "opened up as soon as possible."
Biden, in his conversation Monday with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, also emphasized the need to reopen Kerem Shalom.
U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres has urged Israel "to stop any escalation and engage constructively in the ongoing diplomatic talks."
"Haven't civilians suffered enough death and destruction?" he said. "Make no mistake, a full-scale assault on Rafah would be a human catastrophe."
Susannah George in Dubai and Tim Carman, Dan Lamothe, Karen DeYoung and Laris Karklis in Washington contributed to this report.
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Ukraine orders nationwide electricity rationing after Russian airstrikes 
The Russian missile and drone strikes, which lasted more than three hours early Wednesday, targeted energy infrastructure in six Ukrainian regions.
By David   Stern | 2024-05-09

Oksana, 54, in the bedroom of her house, which was damaged by a missile attack in the village of Krasylivka, Kyiv region, on Wednesday. (Anatolii Stepanov/AFP/Getty Images)


Ukrainian officials on Wednesday said they were preparing to order electricity-rationing measures across the country after a major overnight missile strike by Russia -- the latest in a relentless bombing campaign against civilian infrastructure.
Brownouts "are possible throughout Ukraine" between 6 p.m. and 11 p.m., the state energy provider, Ukrenergo, said in a statement posted on the Telegram social media platform. The statement cited a "shortage of electricity in the power system."
The Russian strikes, which lasted more than three hours overnight, targeted energy infrastructure in six Ukrainian regions. Ukraine's power plants, electrical grid and other infrastructure have become particularly vulnerable as Western countries have struggled to supply Kyiv with sufficient air defense systems and ammunition.
"Restrictions will be evenly distributed across all regions," Ukrenergo wrote. "Exactly how the shutdown schedules will operate in each region will be published on the official pages of local regional energy companies."
In the early hours of Wednesday, Ukrainian air defenses shot down 39 missiles and 20 drones. Sixteen missiles, including two ballistic missiles, and one drone pierced the shield, the Ukrainian air force said on Telegram.

An electrician inspects a ruined house in Kyiv region Wednesday. (Efrem Lukatsky/AP)


Missiles damaged three thermal power stations belonging to the country's largest power supplier, DTEK, the company said in social media posts. DTEK did not specify where the stations were located.
"Another extremely difficult night for the Ukrainian energy industry," DTEK said in its statement, adding that this was "the fifth massive shelling of the company's energy facilities in the last one and a half months."
DTEK, which provides about 20 percent of Ukrainian electricity, said that 80 percent of its available generating capacity has been damaged or destroyed.
Russian missiles and drones also targeted the Kyiv region, damaging houses and injuring two people, the head of the Kyiv military administration, Ruslan Kravchenko, wrote on Facebook.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky noted that the attacks took place on the anniversary of the surrender of Nazi Germany in 1945, a holiday observed as "Remembrance and Victory over Nazism in World War II Day."

A man places flowers at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the World War II memorial in Kyiv on Wednesday. (Roman Pilipey/AFP/Getty Images)


Zelensky, posting on Telegram, drew a parallel between Russia's actions and those of Nazi Germany. "The entire world must understand who is who," he said. "The world must not give a chance to new Nazism."
Russia's missile strikes against Ukrainian civilian infrastructure added to "the long list of its war crimes," Josep Borrell, the European Union's high representative for foreign affairs, wrote on X.
"Ukraine urgently needs adequate air defence systems," Borrell wrote, which he said would be a priority at an upcoming meeting of E.U. defense ministers.
The E.U. on Wednesday reached a tentative deal to seize profits from frozen Russian central bank assets and use them to fund weapons and other aid for Ukraine. The deal would mean about $3 billion a year in additional support for Ukraine, with 90 percent of that going to arms and other military equipment. The funds could reach Ukraine as early as July, officials said.
"There could be no stronger symbol and no greater use for that money than to make Ukraine and all of Europe a safer place to live," Ursula von der Leyen, president of the European Commission, wrote on X.
In 2022, Ukraine's allies seized more than $300 billion in Russian central bank assets, including more than $200 billion held in the E.U. Some member states have pushed to use all of those assets to help Kyiv, while others -- including Germany and France -- have questioned the wisdom and legality of such a move. Some hope that Wednesday's agreement, which must still be formally approved, could add momentum to efforts to use more of the funds to support Ukraine. But many countries remain firmly opposed.
As energy officials prepared for the power rationing, Ukrainian law enforcement authorities announced that they had launched a murder investigation into a prominent oligarch and onetime ally of Zelensky, on suspicion of organizing a contract killing in 2003.
The oligarch was not identified by name but as a "well-known businessman." However, in posts describing the case on Telegram, Ukraine's general prosecutor office and national police posted photos of the businessman, in which Ihor Kolomoisky could be identified, though his face was partially obscured. Ukrainian media also named Kolomoisky, an oil, banking and media mogul, as the person in question.

Ukrainian business tycoon Ihor Kolomoisky appears at a court session in Kyiv on Sept. 2. (Reuters)


According to the prosecutor's office, Kolomoisky hired contract killers to carry out "personal revenge" against a director of a law firm who refused to cooperate with him to "annul and invalidate the decisions of a general meeting of shareholders of an open joint-stock company."
"To realize his criminal intentions, the suspect involved members of a gang that 'specialized' in committing serious and especially serious crimes, including physical violence against competitors," the prosecutor's office said.
Ukraine's national police said that in August 2003, "four men brutally beat and stabbed a lawyer" in the center of Feodosia, in Crimea -- a region of Ukraine that Russia illegally annexed in 2014.
The man survived the attack, and law enforcement officers arrested the suspects in the attempted contract killing. "Now the police have established indisputable evidence confirming the identity of the customer," the national police said.
Kolomoisky is in pretrial detention as authorities investigate him on a number of charges, including fraud, money laundering and embezzlement. Last month, a Kyiv court prolonged his detention, setting a bail of close to $50 million. Kolomoisky refuses to pay the sum, protesting that the case against him is illegal.
Kolomoisky, whose wealth was once valued at $2 billion, was considered to be a major influence on Zelensky -- then an actor and comedian who starred on a Kolomoisky-owned television channel. In 2019, he helped Zelensky get elected by providing him extensive airtime on his network.
Kolomoisky has been under legal pressure since 2016, when officials discovered some $5.5 billion missing from the balance sheet of PrivatBank -- Ukraine's largest retail bank -- then owned by Kolomoisky and his business partner, Hennadiy Boholiubov. Officials accused Kolomoisky, Boholiubov and other top deputies of embezzling.
The charge of hiring killers to carry out a contract hit is a significant escalation in Ukrainian officials' battle against the country's oligarchs -- and further evidence of the deep rift that developed between Zelensky and Kolomoisky after Zelensky's election.
The fact that the case against him dates back more than 20 years is also unusual for Ukraine's legal system, which has seen a number of high-profile killings go unpunished.
Emily Rauhala in Brussels and Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Arrested U.S. soldier was in Russia to pursue girlfriend
Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black, 34, met a Russian woman while stationed in South Korea and followed her to Russia without notifying his commanders.
By Robyn Dixon | 2024-05-08

Gordon Black, a U.S. Army staff sergeant who was arrested in Russia on theft charges, poses for a selfie in this picture obtained from social media, in an unspecified location in February 2023. (Gordon Black/ Facebook/Reuters) 


The American soldier, Gordon Black, seemed smitten with the Russian woman he met while stationed until last month in South Korea. She poked fun at him, called him her "husband," prompted him to swear in Russian. Then, last fall, she returned to the Far Eastern Russian city of Vladivostok without him.
The woman, Alexandra Vashchuk, even photoshopped him out of a picture with her.
But when the lovestruck 34-year-old Army staff sergeant followed her to Russia -- without notifying his commanders or getting permission -- he landed in jail. He is charged with stealing from her, was ordered held until July 2 and faces up to five years in prison.
Black, 34, is married but going through a divorce, family members told The Washington Post. He was supposed to be on leave, returning to Fort Cavazos in Texas. Instead, he traveled to Vladivostok last month to see his girlfriend, they said.
Russian media reported that he flew there last month. The State Department has warned Americans against traveling to Russia, and the Pentagon has barred military personnel from traveling to the country.
Details of Black's murky love affair with Vashchuk, 31, were uncovered by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty journalist Mark Krutov, who traced her TikTok account, which has since been made private.
In one video, the staff sergeant stands in his uniform looking at Vashchuk with doe-eyed incomprehension as she speaks in Russian, using a derogatory term for an American. "I came home, and there was this pindos," she said. "That's funny. Who are you? Who are you, man?"
Black takes a step, leans over and smooches her phone screen.
"Oh God! Also funny, this chevron right here," she says, touching the military patch on his shoulder. "It says KATUSA. You're not a saboteur by chance?"
The Korean Augmentation to the United States Army (KATUSA) is a training academy of the 8th Army in South Korea.
On Friday, Black faced the Pervomaisky district court in Vladivostok, charged with "theft causing significant damage." He was ordered jailed until at least July 2, pending trial.
Russian courts often prolong pretrial detention periods. For example, American journalist Evan Gershkovich of the Wall Street Journal, who was arrested while on assignment in the Urals city of Yekaterinburg last year and charged with spying, has been jailed in Lefortovo high-security prison for more than a year. Gershkovich, his employer and U.S. officials vehemently deny the charges against him. But Russian courts have repeatedly prolonged his detention and denied his appeals to be released.
Black's arrest potentially complicates difficult back-channel negotiations between Washington and Moscow over the release of Americans held by Russia. Western officials have cited a growing Russian practice of hostage diplomacy -- imprisoning Americans as bargaining chips to be used in prisoner exchanges.
Among those Americans currently imprisoned in Russia are Paul Whelan, a security consultant arrested in 2018 and serving a 16-year prison term on espionage charges that he says were trumped up; Alsu Kurmasheva, a journalist with RFE/RL who was arrested last year while visiting relatives and charged with failing to declare herself as a foreign agent; Marc Fogel, a schoolteacher convicted in 2022 and sentenced to 14 years for possession of medical marijuana; Ksenia Khavana, a beautician arrested during a trip to Russia to visit family in February, who was accused of donating funds to Ukraine; and Travis Leake, a teacher and musician, arrested last year on drug charges.
The relationship vibe between Black and his Russian paramour seemed odd, according to social media videos. In one -- which she captioned, "How does your husband assess relations between Russia and America?" -- he gave a rambling answer critical of the United States, President Biden and NATO, parroting Kremlin talking points justifying Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
"The relationship definitely isn't good now," Black said, referring to the United States and Russia. "It was definitely better under Trump."
"America, I think, NATO is pretty aggressive, honestly," he added. "I understand Russia's position, obviously. They want to defend their country, you know."
Moscow contends, falsely, that its February 2022 invasion was a response to Western aggression, complaining that Washington is using Ukraine as a proxy to dismember Russia.
President Vladimir Putin has demanded that Western leaders accept Russia's illegal claim to have annexed a large portion of southeastern Ukraine and that they stop providing military assistance to Ukraine, which would pave the way for Russia to dominate the country.
Russia's demand for an end to Western weapons supplies to Ukraine resonates among many in former president Donald Trump's MAGA faction of the Republican Party, as well as in far-right and far-left political circles. Some argue that Ukraine must surrender land in return for peace, a position that is deeply unpopular in Ukraine itself.
In the video, Vashchuk asserted that Trump is better than Biden, and Black did not disagree, responding that "Biden, he's, he doesn't handle situations the way he should, and I think that's one of the bigger reasons things are the way they are now, and it's not just with Russia. Like, you can see it with other countries, too."
Vashchuk criticized NATO as "an aggressive structure" and said that Black "understands Russia's position; he understands Putin's position." She asserted that her circle of Russians, Americans and Europeans all believe in Putin's position.
One of the videos depicts Vashchuk alone, walking along a South Korean street a stone's throw from an American military base in Pyeongtaek in rural South Korea, about 37 miles south of the capital, Seoul.
"And this is, let's say, an American street for relaxation. We call it drunken street," she said, gesturing toward U.S. Camp Humphreys, America's largest overseas military base. "Just over there, behind the gates."
According to RFE/RL, Vashchuk said on TikTok that she had lived in South Korea for five years.
Other videos depict visits to nightclubs and bars, showing people dancing, drinking and what appear to be two people  in civilian clothing passed out in one bar amid blaring music and disco lights.
According to Russian investigative outlet Agentstvo, Vashchuk reported Black to police for allegedly beating her and stealing 200,000 rubles (about $2,174). Agentstvo said she had made several reports to police in the past, accusing her mother of violence and of threatening violence on another occasion, as well as reporting a man who was living in her house for allegedly driving his car into another vehicle.
Missy Ryan and Alex Horton in Washington and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Company fined $650K for hiring children to clean meatpacking plants
A federal judge approved a consent order finding that Tennessee-based Fayette Janitorial Service LLC sent teens as young as 13 to clean razor-edged machinery.
By Maria Luisa Paul | 2024-05-09

The Perdue poultry processing plant in Accomac, Va., photographed April 29, 2020. (Steve Helber/AP)


As an investigator watched cleaners walk into a pork processing plant, she noticed something unusual: A few carried "pink and purple sparkly backpacks" as they entered the Sioux City, Iowa, facility around 11 p.m.
That observation became evidence in a probe that now has led a Tennessee-based sanitation company to agree to pay nearly $650,000 in fines for hiring at least two dozen children to work overnight in slaughterhouses and meatpacking facilities. In at least one case, a child was seriously injured.
A federal judge on Monday approved a consent order finding that Fayette Janitorial Service LLC sent teens as young as 13 to scrub razor-edged machinery with high-powered hoses, scalding water and dangerous chemicals. The agreement requires Fayette Janitorial to hire a third-party consultant -- who will be tasked with monitoring the company's compliance with federal labor law -- within 90 days. It also stipulates that the company must establish a toll-free hotline number for people to anonymously report possible child labor violations to the consultant.
"As we've unfortunately seen in this case, employers' violations of federal child labor laws have real consequences on children's lives," Jessica Looman, administrator of the Department of Labor's Wage and Hour Division, said in a news release announcing the probe. "Our actions to stop these violations will help ensure that more children are not hurt in the future."
Fayette Janitorial CEO Matthew R. Armour said in a statement to The Washington Post that the company cooperated with the Department of Labor and has invested in technologies that have "closed the gap that allowed this situation to arise."
"The realization that the use of fraudulent identification documents had allowed individuals under the age of 18 to circumvent our policies and procedures required immediate action," Armour said, adding: "Our goal remains to ensure a safe and compliant work environment for all of our employees."
The crackdown on the company comes amid a surge of high-profile cases involving children -- mostly migrants -- working in some of the nation's most dangerous industries. Federal law has for nearly a century barred anyone under 18 from holding "particular hazardous" or "detrimental" occupations -- including operating or cleaning the machines found inside meat and poultry processing plants.
Despite this ban, the Labor Department has recorded an 88 percent increase in children being employed illegally since 2019. In fiscal 2023, a year marked by a Republican-led push to relax child labor protections, the agency found that nearly 5,800 children had been illegally hired.
"Children in hazardous occupations drove the Fair Labor Standards Act's passage in 1938," Christine Heri, an attorney with the Labor Department, said in a news release Monday. "Yet in 2024, we still find U.S. companies employing children in risky jobs, jeopardizing their safety for profit."
The investigation into Fayette Janitorial's "use of oppressive child labor" began in October, according to a complaint filed by the Labor Department in February. Investigators spent weeks surveilling a Seaboard Triumph Foods facility in Iowa and a Perdue Farms plant in Virginia and interviewing workers -- dozens of whom appeared to be younger than 18, court documents state.
The children's youthful features and small sizes made them easy to spot -- as did one worker's shirt that said, "Class of 2025 South Sioux City High School," according to the complaint. Though some of the workers claimed to be adults, investigators were able to match their photos with school records.
At Seaboard Triumph Foods, a 16-year-old worker who had been employed there for two years told investigators he worked as many as 54 hours each week cleaning a machine "that cuts the hogs' ears." His shifts began late at night and stretched into the early morning, even while school was in session, according to the complaint.
Inside the Perdue plant, which processes about 1.5 million chickens per week, investigators said at least 15 children were hired by Fayette Janitorial to sanitize similarly dangerous machinery. One child's arm was mangled in February 2022 while he cleaned debris from a conveyor belt used to pack chicken drumsticks, the complaint says. The 13-year-old, identified as Minor Child J, was hospitalized for 12 days and missed school for months, investigators wrote.
In September, more than a year after the incident, Fayette Janitorial informed Perdue that a worker had been hospitalized, and it "admitted in the email ... that it was notified that Minor Child J was a child in May 2022," the complaint says.
"Despite knowing this, Fayette continued to employ Minor Child J past May 2022 and other minor children at the Perdue Facility," investigators wrote.
A spokeswoman for Perdue said in a statement to The Post that the company terminated its contract with Fayette this year and "strengthened the screening and monitoring process for all our third-party contractors."
"Underage labor has no place in our business or industry," wrote Andrea Staub, Perdue's senior vice president of corporate communications. "It is unacceptable and runs counter to our values as a 104-year-old, family-owned company. Perdue has strong safeguards in place to ensure that all associates are legally eligible to work in our facilities -- and we expect the same of our vendors."
Seaboard Triumph Foods also said it has severed ties with Fayette, which provides contract sanitation and cleaning services for meat and poultry processing facilities in more than 30 states, according to the Labor Department.
"Every employer has a legal and moral obligation to make certain they are not employing children in dangerous jobs," Michael Lazzeri, an administrator at the Labor Department's Wage and Hour Division, said in a statement. "With this agreement, we are ensuring Fayette Janitorial Service takes immediate and significant steps to ensure they never put children in harm's way again."
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Work Advice: For this single mom, 'Bring Your Kid to Work Day' is every day
I want to be supportive, but I also want my project manager to focus on doing her job without a baby on board.
By Karla Miller | 2024-05-09

(iStock)


Reader: My project manager gave birth last year. During her parental leave, the father of her child and his family became abusive. That upended her plans to have his mother provide day care and forced her to move out of his home -- causing her rent and living expenses to go way up. She asked if she could bring her child to work when she came back from leave. Because she was dealing with a lot, I said: Of course.
She has always worked from home three or four days per week and supervises multiple staff. She now continues to be a full-time caregiver while she is supposed to be working full time. The baby is in all Zoom meetings, and she brings her into the office on the days she comes in. I have broached the subject of child care, and she tells me she can't afford it. She earns about $100,000 but lives paycheck to paycheck. She has no family nearby and lots of student loans.
At first, the baby was sleeping most of the time, but now she's mobile and needs more attention. My employee has been really distracted.
I'm struggling with how to support her but also get her working without watching her child at the same time. She was referred to our employee assistance program during the domestic violence situation, so I know she's aware of that resource.
Karla: To quote sociologist Jessica Calarco: "Other countries have social safety nets. The U.S. has women."
The well-being of mothers in this country depends primarily on the whims of their individual marital or employment situation. That's not your fault, and it's not something you can fix. It's also not something your project manager can fix alone, although plenty of observers will insist that she should because it is "her" fault.
So thank you, thank you, thank you for accommodating this village-less mother for the better part of a year so she can build an independent life free of abuse.
That said: Businesses don't run on goodwill. And the pandemic proved that simultaneous full-time employment combined with full-time caretaking is not sustainable or healthy -- for businesses, parents or children. I'm sure your project manager is aware on some level how much productivity is slipping through her peek-a-boo fingers. It's past time to come up with a workable solution.
Cynthia Calvert, founder of HR consulting firm Work+Family Insight, frequently fields questions like yours from employers struggling to find the right mix of compassion, compliance and capitalism. The good news, Calvert said, is that you're "doing a lot of things right: getting to know employees, keeping lines of communication open and making use of company resources." Here's how Calvert recommends you take these three key elements to the next level:
Make sure you're judging her performance without bias. Motherhood bias often "affects what we notice and inferences we draw" about mothers in the workplace, Calvert notes. Yes, an infant attached to her at all times is a pretty obvious drag on productivity -- but you should still offer the same benefit of the doubt you would give any employee carrying less visible burdens, such as illness, aging parents or divorce. Try to quantify what "distracted" means in terms of performance: Slow responses? Forgotten deadlines?
Keep lines of communication open. Calvert recommends regular performance check-ins with all staff members in which you ask how they think they are doing and what they need, then give feedback on what you have observed and what you need in return. That way, your employee is taking part in an ongoing conversation about performance "instead of feeling attacked" when you explain that you need her to find ways to be 100 percent present sans bebe when she's meeting with clients or collaborating with colleagues. Likewise, you will have less pent-up frustration if you're working with her on finding solutions, instead of biting your tongue.
Offer support from a professional distance. To avoid becoming enmeshed in more personal detail than is appropriate for a boss, Calvert suggests locating some kind of parental transition or life coach who can confidentially guide your employee through managing finances, finding lower-cost child care (college-age nannies? child-care swaps?) and locating other means of support. Providing or subsidizing this service would cost you, but not as much as replacing her.
Meanwhile, focus on business solutions in your power -- the more flexible and creative, the better. Consider pretax dependent-care savings accounts, mindful scheduling practices, maybe even finding space at the office where a weekly sitter could watch the baby out of everyone's earshot. You should also keep an eye on company priorities and resources to avoid shifting burdens to everyone else and feeding resentment.
In short, let her know what you need from her, offer what reasonable support you can, and allow her to figure out how to make it happen -- without presuming to know her options better than she does. Sure, her six-figure salary is a king's ransom in parts of this country, but in others, it's just above what a well-publicized recent survey determined is the average minimum salary for a single child-free adult to live "comfortably" -- spending 50 percent on essentials, 30 percent discretionary, 20 percent savings. It may be just enough to make her ineligible for public assistance while also falling short of what she needs to make ends meet. She may even fall into that gap where she can't quite make ends meet, but also doesn't qualify for public assistance.
I know you're running a business, not a nursery. And there's always a risk you'll be taken advantage of if she lacks the ability or initiative to make good use of your support. But the potential payoffs of helping her through this crisis -- keeping her on as a loyal project manager while inspiring other employees who see how you support workers in crisis -- could help justify the rocky start.
Calvert is also a senior adviser for the Center for WorkLife Law, which provides a free legal hotline for working parents and parents-to-be.
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Biden touts Microsoft AI center on site of Trump's failed Foxconn deal
The multibillion-dollar investment is expected to create 2,000 permanent jobs and 2,300 temporary union construction jobs.
By David J. Lynch, Cat Zakrzewski, Matt Viser, Jeanne Whalen | 2024-05-08

A glass globe on the Foxconn campus in Mount Pleasant, Wis., in 2023. (Taylor Glascock for The Washington Post)


President Biden on Wednesday hailed a new Microsoft artificial intelligence center in Wisconsin as evidence of a "historic boom" in U.S. manufacturing that highlighted former president Donald Trump's failure to deliver on his promise of a job-rich Foxconn plant in the same spot.
Biden appeared in Racine County, Wis., near the site of the ill-fated Foxconn manufacturing campus, to announce Microsoft's $3.3 billion investment in an AI data center. The investment is expected to create 2,000 permanent jobs and 2,300 temporary union construction jobs, and Microsoft will also invest in workforce training programs in the state.
"My predecessor made promises, which he broke more than kept. Left a lot of people behind in communities like Racine," Biden said. "On my watch, we make promises and we keep promises -- and we leave no one behind."
Appearing before an invited audience of local government officials, business executives and union leaders, Biden said Microsoft's plans for an AI data center and associated job-training programs would be "transformative, not just here but worldwide."
Brad Smith, Microsoft's vice chair and president, said the new data center would be among the most advanced facilities of its kind globally and would create jobs statewide with its purchases of steel, generators and other equipment.
Nick Fick, an official with Local 430 of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, said the project would generate employment for union electricians over the next 10 to 15 years.
The presidential visit to Racine carried obvious political overtones. The stage in an industrial building at Gateway Technical College, with a manufacturing space visible behind it, was decorated with American flags, a Microsoft banner and signs that read, "President Joe Biden Investing in America."
Many of the remarks seemed designed to troll Trump. Biden mocked Trump for repeatedly promising to address the nation's aging infrastructure without actually doing so.
"We had infrastructure week every week for four years and didn't build a damn thing," he said.
The White House billed the appearance as part of Biden's "Investing in America" strategy, seeking to draw a sharp contrast with his predecessor, who spent Tuesday posting angry messages on social media about his criminal trial for allegedly falsifying business records to conceal hush money payments to adult-film actress Stormy Daniels.
The trip marks Biden's fourth visit this year to the swing state of Wisconsin, where he narrowly defeated Trump in 2020.
In 2018, when Foxconn, at Trump's urging, announced plans to create 13,000 good-paying jobs in Mount Pleasant, Wis., he celebrated the company's $10 billion venture as the "Eighth Wonder of the World."
Wielding a golden shovel, Trump touted the Foxconn flat-panel display factory as evidence of a broad manufacturing revival stirred by his 2017 tax cuts and tariffs on imported steel. "You know, 18 months ago, this was a field, and now it's one of the most advanced places of any kind you'll see anywhere in the world. It's incredible," Trump crowed.
The Foxconn facility was to have included dozens of buildings dotting a giant plot of land three times the size of New York's Central Park. But the project accomplished little more than the destruction of 100 local homes and farms before the company drastically scaled back its ambitions.
In 2020, Wisconsin state officials denied the Taiwanese company special tax credits, saying it had abandoned its original commitment, employed fewer than 520 people and spent just $300 million. Local taxpayers were left with a tab of more than $500 million for site preparation.
By last summer, Foxconn had built four structures on one corner of the site, which were in sporadic use, according to locals. One large building that was originally billed as a manufacturing facility was being used as a warehouse, one former employee said. Foxconn at the time said it employed 1,000 people in Mount Pleasant building computer servers. The flat-panel display factory never materialized.
"They dug a hole with those golden shovels and then they fell into it," Biden quipped.
Microsoft gave the site new life in March 2023, when local officials announced that the company would build a data center on about one-tenth of the roughly 3,000-acre campus. In November, Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers (D) said Microsoft would expand the investment. Wednesday's announcement confirms that the company plans to spend $3.3 billion on the AI center by the end of 2026, according to the governor's office.
For Biden, the Microsoft announcement represents evidence that his embrace of industrial policy -- the use of government money and dictates to shape the economy -- is paying dividends. The president steered three major pieces of legislation through Congress that will pump trillions of dollars into modernizing the nation's roads, bridges, ports and internet connections; subsidize development of clean-energy technologies; and fund domestic production of advanced semiconductors.
Taken together, the policies represented a dramatic shift in the government's management of the economy after four decades of bipartisan deference to market outcomes.
Smith said Biden's policies had been important for corporate expansions.
"When you connect the dots between the infrastructure investment, the chips investment, the climate technology investment, the work to set new AI safety standards and cybersecurity protection -- you put those things together? That actually helps substantially in enabling the whole tech sector to invest and grow and create new jobs in the United States," he said.
Private companies so far have committed to spending $866 billion on ventures related to the administration's agenda, according to the White House. More than $537 billion in public spending has been announced, with more to come.
The administration is directing a significant chunk of its industrial policy spending to manufacturing-dependent communities that were hit hard by competition from inexpensive Chinese imports in the 2000s. By 2020, Racine had lost roughly 20 percent of the 21,000 factory jobs it had in 2001. Manufacturing employment has recovered to almost 19,000 today, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Wednesday's announcement comes as Microsoft aggressively invests in expanding its footprint in AI development, pouring billions into deals that will cement its place as a key partner for leading AI companies in the United States, Europe and Asia.
In a community where residents have reason to doubt heavily hyped projects, Smith said Microsoft was being careful to "under-promise and overdeliver."
Work on the Mount Pleasant site already has begun. Construction cranes are in place, steel has arrived, and some workers have been hired, he said.
Amid concerns about the environmental toll of electricity-hungry data centers, Microsoft also said it would build a 250-megawatt solar project in Wisconsin. The company vowed to ensure water was "managed responsibly" at the site, which will use recycled water for its cooling system.
Microsoft -- which was battered by antitrust scrutiny throughout the 1990s -- has emerged as one of the most sophisticated tech lobbyists in Washington, and it is increasingly seeking to shape the future of AI regulation.
As part of its investment in Racine, Microsoft will partner with Gateway Technical College to develop a program that will train residents for data center and other technical careers. The company is also building a "Co-Innovation Lab" on the campus of the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee, which will connect manufacturers in the state with the company's AI experts.
That undertaking will include TitletownTech, a venture capital partnership between Microsoft and the Green Bay Packers, Evers's office said. The Wisconsin Economic Development Corp. is providing two $500,000 grants.
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FTX customers are set to recover all funds lost, plus interest
Bankruptcy lawyers say they have collected $14.5 billion to $16.3 billion and are ready to distribute it to defrauded customers. 
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-05-08

(Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


Customers of the bankrupt cryptocurrency exchange FTX are set to receive all of the funds lost during the firm's 2022 collapse, along with interest payments of up to 9 percent, according to an announcement from the firm's lawyers.
Under a plan proposed Tuesday, creditors who held claims in the amount of $50,000 or less would get about 118 percent of their investment back within 60 days of the plan's effective date. The company said it recovered property valued between $14.5 billion and $16.3 billion, drawn from assets held by the U.S. Justice Department, authorities in Australia and the Bahamas, and dozens of private parties.
"FTX has achieved this recovery level by monetizing an extraordinarily diverse collection of assets, most of which were proprietary investments held by the Alameda or FTX Ventures businesses, or litigation claims," read the announcement, which was jointly signed by the law firms Sullivan & Cromwell, Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan and Landis Rath & Cobb, who all represent FTX debtors.
The recovery plan, which still has to be finalized by a Delaware bankruptcy court, could bring some closure to customers who lost money with FTX.
Yesha Yadav, a Vanderbilt law professor with expertise in cryptocurrency regulation, said it's "extremely rare" for unsecured creditors in a corporate bankruptcy to see the kinds of recoveries being promised to FTX customers.
"Normal recoveries, especially for such complex insolvencies, can be as little as cents on the dollar, and resolution can be a long and drawn-out affair," Yadav said.
FTX was used as an exchange to buy and sell digital currencies, including bitcoin. It amassed billions before collapsing in late 2022 amid a run on deposits. When it filed for bankruptcy in November that year, it had only 0.1 percent of the bitcoin and 1.2 percent of the ethereum that customers believed it had, according to the announcement.
Sam Bankman-Fried, the company's founder and chief executive, stepped down and was convicted of sweeping fraud for using customer assets to pay for venture investments, political donations and pricey real estate. Billions were taken out of FTX and put into a hedge fund called Alameda Research, effectively under Bankman-Fried's control, which used the money to make risky cross-border bets on cryptocurrency, among other investments.
At the hearing in March when Bankman-Fried was sentenced to 25 years in prison, U.S. prosecutors spoke of the "extraordinary harm" for customers who gave their life savings to the company and watched the value vanish overnight. But Bankman-Fried said that FTX still had the resources to make customers whole. "There's plenty of assets to do that," he said, according to a Washington Post report from the courtroom. "There's billions more. It's been true the whole time."
When the company went under, it had an extensive book of investments. Some of them, such as the artificial intelligence company Anthropic and the crypto firm Ledger X, have performed well and added to the company's holdings.
The bankruptcy attorneys said Tuesday that 100 percent of the company's bankruptcy claimants will see their investments returned. The 9 percent interest rate -- which covers roughly 17 months that FTX remained in bankruptcy proceedings -- applies to about 98 percent of the creditors.
The value of those holdings is based on cryptocurrency values as of November 2022, when the company filed for bankruptcy. That means creditors won't reap the benefits of the more recent cryptocurrency rally, which has roughly tripled the price of bitcoin from where it stood at the start of legal proceedings.
FTX's customers, keenly aware of bitcoin's resurgence while their assets were locked in bankruptcy proceedings, are unlikely to be satisfied with the payouts being promised, Yadav said.
"Many feel shortchanged by the fact that their assets have been trapped in a process that has been outside of their control, their assets deemed to be a part of the FTX estate in many cases, and customers unable to enjoy the value of the upsurge in crypto prices," she added.
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A respected sommelier sets out to grow and preserve historic wineries
Lawrence Wine Estates focuses on growing its portfolio by investing in winery facilities, equipment and vineyards in the U.S. and Europe.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-05-09

Lawrence Wine Estates CEO Carlton McCoy at Stony Hill Vineyard, one of the venerable Napa wineries that the firm is helping grow and thrive while preserving their traditional excellence. (Mike Battey)


Heitz Cellar, Burgess Cellars, Stony Hill Vineyard -- wine lovers know these venerable estates helped establish Napa Valley's reputation as California's premier wine region. Today they form the core of Lawrence Wine Estates, a company founded in 2020 to house the growing wine empire headed by Gaylon Lawrence Jr. and Carlton McCoy.
McCoy should also be a familiar name: The Washington, D.C., native became a master sommelier, the profession's highest rank, in 2013 and led the wine program at The Little Nell in Aspen, Colo., for several years. Lawrence heads Lawrence Family, a collection of businesses, mostly in agriculture and banking, primarily in the Midwest and South.
Lawrence expanded his agricultural holdings to Napa Valley in 2018 when he purchased Heitz Cellar from the family of the late Joe Heitz and put McCoy in charge. Now based in St. Helena as CEO and co-founder of Lawrence Wine Estates, McCoy directs an expanding portfolio that includes six Napa Valley wineries. In late 2022, Lawrence and McCoy expanded their holdings to France, buying a majority share in Chateau Lascombes, a prominent winery in Bordeaux's Margaux appellation.
A wealthy businessman collecting wineries is not a novelty in Napa - or elsewhere in California. But the lineup in Lawrence Wine Estates shows a keen sense of history. Heitz Cellar, founded in 1961, was the first winery to bottle a vineyard-designated cabernet sauvignon, the famous Heitz Martha's Vineyard. Stony Hill, founded in 1952, became a wine geek's idol for its chardonnay and riesling, adding cabernet sauvignon later. Burgess Cellars was founded in 1972 on the site of the old Souverain Cellars, which had been an incubator for several of Napa's most prominent winemakers of the 1960s and 1970s. When Haynes Vineyard, the first planted in the Coombsville area of eastern Napa Valley, came up for sale, McCoy and Lawrence snapped it up and created a wine brand for it. They spun Ink Grade, a historic vineyard atop Howell Mountain, off from Heitz Cellar and made it an independent brand.
"These were family-owned, historically significant estates that helped make Napa's reputation in the 1960s and 1970s," McCoy said in a recent interview. "They never sold to large corporations, and they never succumbed to the style that became trendy in the 90s when people would reverse-engineer a wine to get a high point score," he added. That style featured high-extract wines with alcohol levels frequently exceeding 15 percent.
"There was a period of about 20 to 25 years when these wineries were not rewarded by critics for making these long-lived classical wines that are still fresh to this day, while the popular wines from the 90s are dead in the glass," McCoy said.

The wineries of Lawrence Wine Estates historically are family-owned producers that hewed to their distinctive styles, says Carlton McCoy, CEO and master sommelier. (Dave Kotinsky/Getty Images)


"I don't think we're creating something new, but we're building an enterprise that can gain strength in numbers, instead of being the funky old winery nobody pays attention to," he explained. That strength includes new investment in winery facilities, equipment and vineyards.
Lawrence Wine Estates practices biodynamic and regenerative viticulture at each of its properties, McCoy said.
Unfortunately, preserving the classical cabernet style of old can't bring back that era's prices, given the cost of land, labor and equipment in Napa Valley, as well as the need to comply with all sorts of regulations imposed over the last few decades.
"It's very difficult to make quality wine for under 60 bucks in Napa today," McCoy said.
McCoy said he and Lawrence are fans of Bordeaux wines, so when Chateau Lascombes was for sale, they saw an opportunity to expand overseas. "We saw a great chateau that was not living up to its full potential. It's called the Sleeping Beauty of Margaux," McCoy said.
After the purchase, Lawrence Wine Estates invested in the vineyards and the winery, employing small-lot fermentation to boost control and reducing vineyard size to focus on the best quality vines. As an even greater sign of their desire to increase quality at Lascombes, McCoy hired Axel Heinz, who had made Italy's famous Super Tuscan wines at Ornellaia and Masseto, to helm the estate.
To give their growing portfolio of wineries a dedicated sales team, McCoy and Lawrence created Demaine Estates as a distribution and import company. This had two advantages. "Our winemakers could focus on making wine instead of selling it, and I could reconnect to my sommelier ties with European wineries," McCoy said. They've built a modest-sized but impressive portfolio, including champagne houses Philipponnat and Legras & Haas, Burgundy's Domaine de Montille, and several wineries from Tuscany's Mazzei family, which, McCoy is quick to point out, "have been making wine longer than we've been a country."
Like the Napa wineries, there's a common thread: Family-owned producers with a tradition of quality bucking fashion and market trends.
And one other thing: "These are wines we like to drink," McCoy said.
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This $20 sparkling wine is a bargain bubbly for summer celebrations
Plus, a smoky Spanish tempranillo, and a delicious boxed rose for any outing.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-05-09

FROM LEFT: Bodegas Arrocal Tinto Fino 2021; Faire la Fete Brut Cremant de Limoux; Really Good Boxed Wine Cabernet Franc Rose 2023. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


When you light up the grill this summer, think of this affordable tempranillo from Spain, with smoky, herbal flavors that will complement anything with a bit of char. We also have a bargain bubbly, ideal for budget-conscious party planners this spring and summer. Finally, we have a boxed wine that will make any outing fun.
Ribera del Duero, Spain, $18
This is tempranillo sporting its savory side -- blueberry, porcini mushroom and tobacco leaf. Yes, I know you'd never put those three ingredients together in your pasta, but it works. Don't take my word for it; try it yourself. You may be able to coax different flavors from the wine. Alcohol by volume: 14 percent. Bottle weight: 540 grams (Average).
Imported by Grapes of Spain. Distributed locally by Elite Wines and Grapes of Spain.
France, $20
Looking for a value bubbly to fuel your celebrations this spring and summer? Here's your answer: A light, fruity bubbly from Limoux in southern France. Fun fact: The technique of inducing a second fermentation in the bottle to produce a sparkling wine was developed here, before winemakers in Champagne made it more famous. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 860 grams (Sparkling).
Imported by First Growth Brands. Distributed locally by Breakthru Beverage Group.
Lodi, California, $75 for 3 liters.
At the equivalent of $18.75 a bottle, this latest offering from Really Good Boxed Wine actually is priced lower than many U.S.-made roses. Along with the zippy, peppery red fruit in this refreshing wine, the attraction is the convenience factor of having four bottles' worth of wine in a single package for a crowd. Not only is it easier to carry than four glass bottles, it can also go places where glass is not allowed (though keeping it cold may be a challenge). And it's nice to have in your fridge for when you just want a refreshing glass of delicious rose. The box format allows for a significantly lower carbon footprint than the more traditional packaging. ABV: 13 percent.
Distributed locally by Artisans & Vines.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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'I was one of those children.' Readers chatted about the idea of past lives.
Features writer Caitlin Gibson and comments editor Michael Blackmon chatted with Post readers about the trend of children who describe recollections of former lives.
By Michael Blackmon, Caitlin Gibson | 2024-05-09

(Illustration by Vartika Sharma for The Washington Post)


Hello readers,
Since the discussion on features writer Caitlin Gibson's latest story about children who seemingly recall past lives was so fascinating, The Post hosted a live chat where readers could submit questions about the phenomenon.
Caitlin and Michael Blackmon, comments editor at The Post, answered questions about this mysterious phenomenon. Readers weighed in with their own experiences about past lives, while others expressed some skepticism about the idea.
Read the complete transcript of the discussion below.
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Cottage pie with turkey and peas offers comfort in any season
Ground turkey and peas with a topping of creamy mashed potatoes makes for a festive meal year round.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-05-09

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


When do you crave something cozy? We often associate the word with warm blankets on cold winter nights, or a hot bowl of soup on a rainy day. But for me, cozy food isn't seasonal. The kinds of meals that bring us warmth and comfort have the power to do so year-round.
This recipe for Turkey and Pea Cottage Pie checks those boxes, and it feels like an appropriate way to cap Green Peas Week, during which we've highlighted one of early spring's most versatile ingredients. Make this dish for Mother's Day, to celebrate Mom or anyone maternal in your life. If you're a mom or a parent or just often find yourself caring for other people, hand this recipe off and ask someone to make it for you. It's easy enough that just about any home cook can prepare it, and adaptable enough that just about anyone will enjoy eating it.
It's filling and can be a complete meal on its own, but you can also stretch it out by serving a simple green salad and warm garlic bread on the side.
Get the recipe: Turkey and Pea Cottage Pie
To make the pie, start by preparing the mash that tops it. I peel and roughly chop a pound of baking potatoes, which could be just one very large potato. (Somehow the idea of peeling a large potato feels less daunting than peeling "a pound of potatoes.") You could also use buttery Yukon Golds or even sweet potatoes. Once you've peeled and chopped your chosen spuds, boil them in salted water in a large cast-iron skillet until they're tender. You're going to use this skillet to also cook the turkey filling and to hold the pie, making this a true one-pan recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Once the potatoes are done, drain them, and mash them with sour cream and half-and-half (my preferred creamy duo, but use whatever you'd like, whether butter and milk or olive oil and nondairy cream). Then, wipe out the skillet and use it to saute ground turkey, chopped carrots and onion together with a little seasoning (garlic powder, salt and pepper). Once the turkey is just cooked through, stir in some flour (regular or gluten-free) and then chicken broth to form a smooth, gravy-like sauce. I like to season with plenty of Worcestershire sauce, which offers so much depth of flavor (thanks to anchovies!) and then add a bunch of peas (of course). Peas give a cottage (or shepherd's) pie a welcome pop of color and sweetness in an otherwise hearty dish.
Top the turkey mixture with the mash, and run the whole thing under the broiler to get it browned and crisp. Scoop into bowls, eat with a spoon, delight in all the peas and call it a day!
I hope you've enjoyed this week of recipes featuring green peas as much as I have. I love a good theme week, and it's been a joy to shine a light on one of my favorite vegetables.
Get the recipe: Turkey and Pea Cottage Pie
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Ask Sahaj: My husband wants me to forget all about his emotional affair
How can this letter writer just forget about her husband's emotional affair?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-05-09

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I am having a very hard time putting my husband's one year of emotional cheating with his old college flame (from 58 years ago) behind me. It's been two years since I found messages on his phone, and I'm still thinking and crying about it. He insists that he's stopped, but I have no proof; in fact, he has kept all of her contact information. I'm still going back and reading their very intimate conversations, and I'm going crazy. I just can't believe he did that.
We have been married 48 years, and he described our marriage to her as very good. But he told her that he didn't marry me out of love but to have children, that she is his only love and that he wishes to be with her all the time but can't, so as to not hurt others. He told her all that "to make her feel good." Is that for real? And at some point he was planning to introduce us.
Is this some kind of crisis? I just want to find my inner peace and calmness. I haven't forgiven him, but I pretend everything is fine. He doesn't want to talk about it and encourages me to forget it. How can I put this behind me?
-- Sad and Confused
Sad and Confused: Of course finding these texts turned your world upside down. You were doubly blindsided: first by his act of emotionally cheating, and second by his hurtful comments about your marriage.
You have to decide whether you can move on from this and what you may need to do so. Your husband shouldn't be in the driver's seat here. Finding "inner peace" is about turning inward and giving room to what you feel and need -- not what your husband wants you to do to move forward. This means having open conversations without him getting defensive or encouraging you to let it go. You haven't put this "behind" you yet because you haven't actually faced and dealt with your pain, or been able to share it honestly. Ignoring feelings doesn't make them go away; it makes them fester.
Has your husband genuinely apologized yet? Apologies are more than just saying the word "sorry" once. They have to be paired with a sense of accountability to amend what was ruptured -- in this case, your trust. It's better for him to just pretend as if it didn't happen, but being in denial about what happened just elongates the healing process.
What proof do you need that he has stopped talking to her? It sounds as if you don't have any assurance that this emotional affair is over, and, at the very least, you deserve that. What do you need to feel as if he wants to repair the trust he broke? Have you discussed what mutual boundaries need to be implemented for you to feel emotionally safe and connected again? Is he willing to attend marriage counseling with you to work through this together?
I'd also encourage you to stop reading his messages. It doesn't solve anything, nor will it make you feel better; in fact, it's only keeping you stuck in a cycle of despair and making you feel "crazy." If anything, you are probably revisiting these messages because you haven't been able to fully accept that this happened.
This is not easy, but you don't want to pretend that everything is fine when it's clearly not. This doesn't mean being cold or rude to your husband, or trying to punish him for what he did. Instead, it means acknowledging what you're feeling and allowing yourself to process the effects of his actions. Take some time to really identify all the feelings coming up for you other than shock and sadness. Do you feel humiliated? Shame? Anger? How has this affected your sense of self?
Forty-eight years is a long time to be with someone, and it's one thing if your husband is engaging with love and respect and real remorse for what he did; it's another to feel as if you have to just accept this because you've been together for so long. You have options. You may decide that you can trust him again, or that it's not worth it to separate, or that you are willing to stay in the relationship but live separate lives. Or you may ultimately decide you need more than what you are getting. I don't know, and although I think couples counseling is an important next step, finding your own professional to process this further individually would be good, too.
Trust can be earned back, but your husband has to actually want to repair what he broke in your relationship. Even then, only you can decide what you need to move on from this. Instead of looking for your husband to give you peace, consider how you can find it for yourself.
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How to co-exist with a belligerent catbird
The wild creatures who inhabit our yards and neighborhoods offer their own lessons in companionship and accountability.
By Caitlin Gibson | 2024-05-09
My childhood bedroom had a Jane Goodall quote on the wall -- "My mission is to create a world where we can live in harmony with nature" -- and I think this helps explain how I became a person who surrendered five blueberry bushes and my dignity to an angry catbird.
We called her Catherine. The spring when my daughter was 2, Catherine claimed the entire garden beside our house as her domain. I discovered this when we went to pick blueberries from our bushes; as my toddler plucked the fruit, the bird began calling loudly. Then she dove toward me and landed on my headband. I gasped and jumped, startling my daughter.
"What happened?" she asked, and because I wanted to convey a scene that was more Beatrix Potter than Alfred Hitchcock, I said, very calmly: "Mama catbird is asking for some space for her babies! What a good mom! Congratulations on your babies, Catherine!" Then I hurried us away, my daughter cheerfully calling, "Congratulations!" to the bird who was still shrieking and swooping toward my head.
When we think about living with animals, we might think first about pets -- how they teach us empathy, responsibility and patience and shape our daily rhythms. But the wild creatures who inhabit our yards and neighborhoods offer their own lessons in companionship and accountability, and these, too, have become an indelible part of our family life. My daughter's first words were, "Hi, squirrel!" as she waved to the plump rodent peering in the window. When the white-tailed deer bring their fawns to our yard, we are sure to keep the birdbath full; the nursing mothers are always thirsty. My children greet our garden residents by name: Mariah, the chipmunk, known for her clear, high-pitched vocalizations; Sally, the eastern cottontail rabbit, who nests in the flower bed; Albirdo, the redheaded woodpecker, who rudely banishes all competition from the suet feeder. ("Share," my daughter urges him, unsuccessfully.)
Albirdo doesn't understand that edict, but we try to uphold it. This is the one little patch of Earth over which we have any measure of control, and I want our family to share it thoughtfully with the other beings who belong here -- even when those relationships demand a little extra compromise.
My loved ones have come to accept my soft spot for the wildlife forced to adapt to our modern human presence. In an apartment where doves nested above the concrete patio, I set out cushions and towels to soften the landing for fledglings. I once baited a humane mouse trap with parsley and peanut butter and conducted daily releases in a wooded area behind the yard. (Turns out I was releasing just one mouse, who returned day after day, increasingly plump and at ease with our morning routine. My mounting suspicion led me to dot a black Sharpie on the back of his head before he dashed into the underbrush. The next day, I drove Sharpie Mouse to a park several miles away, where I bid him a permanent farewell.)
Others are more skeptical of my devotions. Once, circling the perimeter of our house with a termite prevention specialist, he gestured toward the ivy-covered stump where a magnificent oak once stood. "That," he said gravely, "will attract voles or chipmunks to live there." "I know!" I gushed. I think he realized I was a lost cause.
Catherine sensed my weakness, too. She harvested the majority of our blueberries that first year; I didn't dare challenge her. The next year, I tried to net the bushes -- but she built her nest within the netting, so I gave up and took it down. Every time my husband passed by to take the trash out, she divebombed him. Still, I couldn't bear to banish her.
In our third year as neighbors, when it came time for me to plant my dahlias in the raised bed -- squarely in Catherine's territory -- I knew I'd need protection. I dug my old horseback-riding helmet out of the closet.
"Where are you going?" my daughter asked.
"To plant the flowers," I told her, snapping the chinstrap like a soldier headed to battle with a 1.2-ounce enemy.
I joked that Catherine was my nemesis. But one day, as I sat working at the dining room table, I heard the terrible whump of a bird colliding with glass. I glanced up just in time to see a shadow drop into the shrub below the window.
When I dashed outside, I was bereft to find the limp body of a catbird cradled by azalea leaves. It can't be her, I thought, but I was terrified it was. I was overwhelmed with guilt; for all my efforts, our coexistence with our wild neighbors remained fragile, imbalanced. I admired the birds through the same windows that tricked them with the illusion of open sky.
I laid the little body in the underbrush. I pasted more bird-deterrent decals to the windows and kept an anxious watch for Catherine.
Thankfully, I didn't have to wait long. When I stepped onto the back porch that evening, she was perched on a nearby branch, glaring at me through the screen. I'd never been happier to hear her shrill, outraged mewing.
"I'm so glad to see you!" I cried.
Ehhhhhhh! Catherine warned.
My daughter, drawn by the noise, poked her head through the open door. "Is she okay?" she asked, eyeing the bird. "What's she saying?"
"She's fine," I said. "She's just reminding us: This is her home, too."
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Ask Amy: Relatives keep giving me updates on my old family home
Relatives keep updating the letter writer on what's happening with their mom's old house.
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-05-09
Dear Amy: A little over a year ago, working with my mother's doctor, I decided it was in her best interests (she has dementia) to move into assisted living. With help from my spouse, I was able to maintain her unoccupied house for about a year.
We have other elderly relatives in the neighborhood who kept us posted if anything required attention. A few months ago, it became apparent that mom would be staying in assisted living and so we decided we needed to sell the house in order to fund her care. All throughout the estate sale and listing the house for sale we kept the relatives informed so they wouldn't feel the need to maintain constant surveillance on the property.
Luckily the house sold very quickly for a very good price to a nice family. They intend to update and renovate the property. Happy ending, right? Well, my dear relatives seem compelled to report every contractor vehicle, every adjustment to the landscaping, etc.
Amy, I have said goodbye to the house and I'm trying to hold onto the many good memories. I really don't care to know what's happening to the house now. Although well intentioned, I don't want reports of how they're maintaining (or not maintaining) the property. I'm sorry if my relatives aren't happy with the new owners, but at this point, it's out of my control.
How do I tell those sweet, elderly relatives that I just don't want to know? I cringe every time I see their name on a text or caller ID. I want to spend the rest of their days enjoying their calls, texts and visits, instead of dreading them. Your thoughts?
-- Moving On
Moving On: I think it's important for you to decode the intention behind these calls. These relatives believed they were performing an important function by keeping an eye on the house during the year it was vacant. They may need time and some gentle reminders in order to adjust away from this habitual CSI lurking and reporting. They may also, on some level, be using this intel as a reason/excuse to get in touch with you.
I suggest that you tell each relative a version of: "I appreciate that you watched the house for us before we sold it. But since we have sold it, it now completely belongs to the nice family who bought it. I think it's great that they are going to make this house their own. I'm happy to tell you that you don't need to let me know what they're doing. I know it's hard to witness that things are changing, but I'm at peace with it."
And then you should ask them, "Can you do me a favor and not tell me about the house? Instead, I'd like to hear about how you're doing."
Dear Amy: This week I received an invitation to a "pre-wedding celebration" for a woman I have never met. It looks like a bridal shower invite, but I honestly don't quite know. When my husband got home I shared this mystery with him. Do we know this person?
He finally figured out that this event is related to one of his co-workers and that this woman is his co-worker's fiance. Evidently we are going to be invited to their wedding but have not received that invitation. Furthermore, it is unlikely that we would attend. Am I obligated to attend this celebration? If I don't attend, should I send a gift? (The registry was listed on the invitation.)
-- Puzzled
Puzzled: I have chastised people for accusing marrying couples of inviting people to their various celebrations as a "gift grab," but I have to admit that, hoo-boy, this sure seems like one. You are not obligated to attend a party held for a total stranger and attended by other strangers. You are not obligated to give a gift to this person. The polite thing to do is to give a quick RSVP and hold onto your wallet.
Dear Amy: "Harried Husband" asked about his wife's desire to accompany him and their three-year-old (and year-old baby) on the kids' first airplane flight. If the Mom isn't a frequent flyer, I'm guessing her toddler's first flight would be an important milestone in both of their lives.
-- Infrequent Flyer (Frequent Reader)
Infrequent: As someone who flies a lot (with and without babies and children) I assure you that this particular milestone is wasted on a toddler.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Carolyn Hax: Was it wrong to approach late wife's pal for no-commitment sex?
A widower wants to know how to make amends after asking his late wife's friend for a physical relationship.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-05-09

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post) (Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I lost my wife last year to breast cancer, and it was the most devastating thing I've ever experienced. I can't imagine ever wanting a romantic relationship with another woman.
I have been missing the physical side of a relationship, so I approached a friend, "Margo," about a "friends with benefits" situation. Margo's been friends with me and my wife for almost 20 years. We helped her get the courage to leave her emotionally abusive marriage and stood by her though the bitter divorce. This was about 10 years ago. Since then, Margo hasn't dated much; she kept saying she didn't think she'd ever want a full-blown relationship again.
Because of that, I thought she might be interested in a FWB with me, but she was really insulted when I brought it up. She said she thinks of me as a sibling and thought I felt the same way about her.
She's been avoiding me lately. Two questions: Was I out of line to make that suggestion? And, how to fix this?
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Way to test my verbal restraint.
I can see how the offer made perfect sense to you. But I hope you can see that you didn't, apparently, give due thought to the possibility that she might see it differently -- that the widower of her dear late old friend just hit her up for a booty call. Yikes.
Instead, you stopped at the similarities, because that served you. Plus, you are grieving your wife intensely -- and maybe did not properly consider that her best friend would also feel devastated by her own grief.
So in these senses, yes, you were out of line for not giving full consideration to Margo's feelings before you propositioned her. Or at least waiting for some sign that she'd be receptive.
The way to fix it is to say this explicitly when you apologize -- that you let your loneliness swamp your judgment and you failed to consider her feelings before you spoke up.
She might not be able to "unsee" you this way, so even a proper apology might not revive the friendship. But it's important to deliver it anyway.
Last thing, for what it's worth: If Margo were to ask me how to handle your apology, I'd advise her to accept it and forgive you. People wracked with grief and loneliness -- and not being touched for months, sometimes years -- are susceptible to yearnings that overwhelm their judgment. I do feel for you, and I am very sorry for your loss.
Readers' thoughts:
* I had a similar situation occur, except that I was propositioned -- at the funeral! -- by an older man whom I had regarded as a mentor and father figure. I was able to be kind, calm and understanding of the grief-fueled error in judgment -- but I also ended any further contact. Knowing that he had assessed me in that way made it impossible to continue any relationship.
You may not be able to "fix" anything in a way that makes your former close friend comfortable, ever again. Another loss, and it's sad, but she doesn't have to fix this for you.
* I had a male friend ask me for that. I said no, and chalked it up to grief and loneliness. I hope she comes to that realization as well.
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Miss Manners: My roommate and I have opposite sleep schedules
Letter writer is tired of their roommate sleeping all day.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-05-09
Dear Miss Manners: I am a college student, and my roommate and I have majorly conflicting sleeping habits.
I have declared music as my major and have seven classes that I need to keep on top of, in addition to several rehearsals a week. My days begin at 9 a.m. and sometimes don't end until 9 p.m. I am up and about all day long, whether it is to go to class, study, practice, do homework or chat online with my friends. She, however, is an "undeclared" student, so she does not have as many classes, and they are not as difficult as mine. She will often sleep all day, even if it means skipping class, and stay awake all night to play video games or watch TV.
When I confronted her about this, she said she could not sleep at night because I talk or cry in my sleep and snore (which is strange, because I have roomed with many other friends and family members, and no one has ever said that). However, I have lost sympathy for her, because I do not make the decision for her to play video games all night and sleep during the day.
It's extremely frustrating for me, because when she sleeps during the day, she wants "complete darkness and complete silence," which means I cannot get any work done until she wakes up. I have been finding ways to get my work done, but I am starting to fall behind. I can't keep using friends' computers and avoiding the room I am paying $2,800 a year for, just so she can sleep whenever she feels like it.
I have been trying to let her sleep when she needs to, but I know I could have better grades if I could get all my work done on time. Am I being selfish? What can I do to remedy this situation?
Your work is falling behind because you are so successful at complying with your roommate's demands. Would it not be possible to improve the former by allowing a modest decline in the latter -- forgetting, for example, that you promised not to start practicing before 8 o'clock? Adjusting to this or changing rooming arrangements would thus be up to her.
Dear Miss Manners: My son and his two close friends turn 30 in the same week. My future daughter-in-law and the two friends' significant others decided they would do a 30th birthday for the three guys at a bar -- where everyone can meet. But it's a cash bar for drinks and any food. Is it rude to ask guests to pay their own way? Or perhaps it's the thing to do for the youth of today?
While it is rude to ask guests to pay for the party, the women in question are cleverer -- and less impolite -- than you think.
Miss Manners counts three hosts (the young women) and three guests (the young men). If each of the former is paying for each of the latter, then everyone has fulfilled the obligations exactly. Even if that is not literally the case, soon-to-be-engaged couples have been known to share expenses, even if they fall short of generally recognized accounting practices.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Husband wants the attention I give our baby. Hax readers give advice.
She works 60-plus-hour weeks, and her husband wants to know why their baby gets all her attention when she gets home.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-05-08

Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post 


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I am very fortunate to have a great but demanding job, mostly awesome husband and a healthy 2-year-old son. I am the breadwinner, and I work 60-plus-hour weeks, and my husband works 20ish-hour weeks. He gets to spend so much more time with our son than I do, and when I do get some free time, I want to spend it with my baby. But my husband has started getting more and more jealous of the baby. He says things like, "Why don't you hold me like you hold him," "Why don't you run up to me when I come home like you do to him," or "Why do you find it cute when he farts but gross when I fart."
I see him getting less satisfied in our marriage, and that sucks because I genuinely love him. Sure, I am not infatuated with him like I was when we first met a decade ago, but I can't imagine my life with anyone else. He is my person, but whenever I spend my limited free time focusing on him, I get resentful because I want to spend it focusing on the baby. I don't think he understands because he didn't birth the baby, and there is a maternal connection there, and he gets to spend so much time with him.
How do I reshape my head space to want to spend time with him and be more affectionate toward him? Or is it okay for me to allocate my emotional bandwidth where I want and expect him to understand? One day, our baby will be 13 and too cool for Mom, at which point I very much look forward to having the time to refocus on my husband -- but that only works if I still have a husband in 10 years.
Also, he wants a second baby, and I do, too. However, I can't imagine how he would feel if there were two people sucking my attention from him. How does this square with his feelings about not getting enough of my attention?
-- Baby Husband
Baby Husband: Oh my. The "he says things like" section just made my jaw drop in horror. It sounds like your husband is your first baby, and your current baby is your second.
It's interesting that you are asking how to reshape your head space and not about talking to him directly about his not understanding your own need to spend free time with your baby. Based on your description, your husband is incredibly immature. Your love for him seems to have clouded your ability to see that it shouldn't be all you adjusting your mind-set.
Resolve these issues before adding another child into this mix. You may both be fine with the imbalance of work you have, especially as he spends time taking care of the baby. But he needs to understand that you have very little time to spend with your child. As you write, babies don't stay babies long, and you don't want to miss it all. If he can't see that, then you have to ask yourself if he's worth what you are missing.
-- Jaw Drop
Baby Husband: Find a marriage counselor now. Make the time, and make sure both of you are 100 percent invested in it.
I was the husband whose wife grew jealous of the attention I began paying to our child, at what she believed was her expense. Here I thought my wife would have been thrilled I was pitching in as much as I was. Left unresolved, that jealousy grew into resentment, which led to other decisions and excuses that ultimately led to damage beyond repair (and an end to the marriage -- which is among the saddest things in my life).
Lean into the discomfort now. I hope you can both grow and find some mutual understanding and compromise.
-- Saint Paul MN
Baby Husband: Your husband is telling you he needs more of your time, affection and attention. Sixty-hour workweeks don't leave much time to spread across those who love and need you. But listen to what you just said: "How do I reshape my head space to want to spend time with him and be more affectionate toward him? Or is it okay for me to allocate my emotional bandwidth where I want and expect him to understand?" Essentially, you're saying you don't want to spend time with just him, and you expect him to be okay with the emotional crumbs that fall off your child's high chair. Put yourself in his position and ask yourself if you'd be okay with that.
If he really is your person, then you need to carve out regular time for just him to reconnect in the ways you used to connect before the baby. Get a sitter for a few hours every week and do something you used to enjoy doing together. Pay attention to him as a person you like and enjoy spending time with outside of his role as the father of your baby.
-- In His Shoes
Baby Husband: I had my two children in my 40s so my husband was well used to all my attention. It took me a while to figure this out, but I set an 8 p.m. bedtime for my children, and the remainder of the evening was for adults only. Obviously, life can throw in some snags periodically, but I stuck with this as a standard. Interestingly, the structure created happier children, as well.
My husband always knew he had my attention after bedtime. Some evenings, we would plan to eat later, just the two of us, or plan what movie we wanted to watch or go to bed early ourselves. It was really good for both of us and for the relationship. In talking with my husband, I discovered he had a fear that we would become so kid-centric that when our children grew up, we would have nothing in common anymore and divorce like many of his friends had. Perhaps your husband needs an adult break from all of the time he spends taking care of your 2-year-old. Just a thought.
-- Couple Time
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: How do I get air fryer potatoes to actually be crispy?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-05-09

Air fryer French Fries. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Here are some questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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7 Mother's Day recipes to give mom a sweet treat
Celebrate mom by indulging her with these sweet recipes, including scones, tart and a cocktail.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-05-08
No two moms are alike, so naturally that individuality should be reflected in your Mother's Day festivities. Maybe the mom you're celebrating is like mine and wants to spend the day working in the garden and end it with a spicy stir-fry. Or perhaps your mom would prefer to relax at the spa and savor a luxurious steak dinner. However you choose to mark the day, though, you can't go wrong with a homemade sweet treat.
We've gathered some of our favorite confections that are wonderful for brunch, dessert or an indulgent snack. Whether you're looking for a decadent baked good, a chilled final course or a special drink, we have options to satisfy every sweet tooth. If you don't see your mom's favorite treat below, you can search for it in our archives of over 10,000 tested and trusted recipes.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Why choose between a brownie and a scone when you can have both? These luxurious, fudgy scones are just as good for brunch as they are for dessert. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If you're serving mom breakfast in bed, a creamy chai made from scratch is a comforting drink option that's a nice change from coffee. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If the weather is starting to heat up where you are, this milky pudding is a cool, creamy option that can be made ahead. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


Biscuit dough transforms into these fluffy, cinnamon sugar-crusted muffins. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This adaptable tart can be filled with your mom's favorite fruit. Choose from berries, peaches, mangoes and more. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If the mom in your life prefers a sweet treat in the form of an after-dinner drink, you can't go wrong with an espresso martini. For an icy twist on the classic cocktail, you can also try our Espresso Martini Granita. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If you're looking for a dietary restriction-friendly option, these vegan and gluten-free cookies are the way to go. Get the recipe.
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Dining chat: I tip big at my regular spot, but only at holidays. Should I rethink that? 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-05-08

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Serve seared scallops on a creamy herb sauce for a quick, elegant meal
This luxe-tasting meal or scallops and herb sauce comes together fast, making it a terrific weeknight dinner.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-05-08

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


In my constant quest to find alluring flavor in a healthy way, fresh herbs are a hero food. Not only do they bring heady aroma, distinctive taste and vibrant color, they also offer leafy-green nutrition, including vitamins A and C, and a spectrum of antioxidants.
While some herbs are so intensely flavorful -- a little goes a long way -- I treat the mild, tender ones, such as basil, cilantro and parsley more like greens than garnishes, adding them liberally to salads, heaping them on grain bowls and stews, and layering them in sandwiches.
Get the recipe: Seared Scallops With Creamy Herb Sauce
I also often find myself pureeing them into some variation of sauce, which I collectively refer to as "simple flavor magic." Every season is herb-filled in my kitchen, but spring always seems to call for the tender, verdant leaves most insistently.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


This recipe turns fresh basil and parsley into a gorgeously green, creamy sauce for succulent, seared scallops. The sauce gets its base note from sliced scallion whites and light greens, which are gently sauteed in some neutral oil. Next, they get sprinkled with flour and simmered with milk until the sauce is slightly thickened and then pureed with the fresh herbs. The puree gets returned to the pan to reduce to a velvety, pale green sauce fragrant with a grassy essence that chimes of spring.
Spread onto a plate and topped with juicy, seared scallops -- a fillet of white fish such as cod or halibut would be nice as well -- then garnished with sliced scallion greens, it's an elegant meal that's surprisingly easy to make, comes together quickly and drives home the true "simple flavor magic" of fresh herbs.
Get the recipe: Seared Scallops With Creamy Herb Sauce
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Steve Albini was a gravitational force in the American underground
Steve Albini recorded Nirvana at the height of their fame, but his legacy still resonates loudest in the underground.
By Chris Richards | 2024-05-09

Steve Albini in 2005 at his studio in Chicago. (Paul Natkin/Getty Images)


You had to take an old industrial elevator up one flight to get into this Baltimore warehouse where the show was happening in October of 1998, and even as the groaning machinery lifted your body upward, it still felt like you were sinking.
When the doors slid open, Shellac was on the other side, with their big amps and scary intellects, and if you failed to realize you were now in the deep end, you should have stayed home. The group's leader, singer-guitarist Steve Albini, was up onstage with his guitar strapped to his body at the waist like a tool belt, instantly making all electric guitar players in the history of rock-and-roll look like schoolchildren with knapsacks slung over their shoulders. Unlike Chuck Berry or Greg Ginn, Albini refused to be weighed down by his instrument, clutching the neck of his guitar the way a killer might carry a blade in a knife fight. Once he started playing, he made the fight existential, slashing through the fraudulence of the world. I remember being 19, trying to withstand that decimating sound, trying to be the opposite of fraud.
I came half-steeled, having first heard Shellac a couple years earlier, eons in teen time. I had gotten my hands on "The Copper Song," -- later shortened to "Copper" -- from "Ground Rule Double," a compilation album of otherwise unknown Chicago bands, some of which had recorded their offerings at Albini's studio. Shellac were easily the biggest name on the track list, the trio's presence emblematic of Albini's generosity and scene-altruism, but I didn't know that yet. My best friend and I were too busy pondering whether the song's harshest lyric -- "Copper, you'll never be gold" -- was a metallurgic metaphor about disdaining mediocrity or a double-entendre about hating cops.
Less ambiguous than Albini's lyricism was his righteousness, which felt heroic and incandescent once I started connecting the dots. I learned that this was the same guy who recorded Nirvana's multiplatinum "In Utero" for cheap; the same guy who penned the legendary anti-major-label screed "The Problem with Music" for the Baffler; the same guy who had already recorded landmark albums by Jawbreaker, the Pixies, Superchunk, the Jesus Lizard, PJ Harvey, the Breeders (and who would go on to make records with Jason Molina, Joanna Newsom, Xbxrx, Screaming Females and countless more); the same guy who summarily rejected the title of producer, preferring to think of himself as an "engineer" who simply allowed bands to sound like themselves.

A flier for a 1998 performance by the band Shellac. (Chris Richards/The Washington Post)


It was the outside world that needed changing, anyway. Perpetually infuriated by the idea of counterculture being sold to corporations, Albini stood for community, and risk-taking, and formula-trashing, and authority-dismantling, and making the drums sound as if they're falling on you from a great height. All together and over time, his principles helped form the invisible gravitational field binding the American underground.
I had entered that gravity at an optimal moment, too, when Albini's reputation as a spiteful, proto-edgelord was in decline. In a well-written, well-circulated profile in the Guardian last year, Albini explained why he had been atoning on social media for things he had written in his previous bands, Big Black and Rapeman -- winky, smirky lyrics that played footsie with notions of racism, fascism, misogyny, homophobia and other ugliness. "I can't defend any of it," Albini said. "It was all coming from a privileged position of someone who would never have to suffer any of the hatred that's embodied in any of that language. ... [I] know that we're not as safe from historical evil as I believed we were when I was playing with evil imagery."
When Albini formed Shellac with bassist Bob Weston and drummer Todd Trainer in 1992, though, he didn't suddenly pivot toward songs about collectivity, or ethics, or anything within a thousand miles of drum circle singalongs. Instead, his most sinister ideas became more interior, showing their awareness of right and wrong by visiting the burned edges of the human conscience. On Shellac's most harrowing song, 2000s "Prayer to God" -- which, musically, is just "Copper" slowed down from punk speed to dirge speed -- Albini's narrator seethes from the severed corner of a love triangle, asking a higher power to smite the now-happy couple that has done him so wrong. "Kill him," Albini sneers. "I don't care if it hurts. Yes, I do. I want it to." Somehow, things get worse. This is a life-altering piece of music, a ballad about human vengeance as gripping as any novel or film, and probably -- hopefully? -- the most hateful song I will ever encounter in this hard world. The only way I can continue to cope with its existence is by knowing that the singer is a good person.
Was a good person. Steve Albini died after suffering a heart attack Tuesday. He was 61. Shocking. Excruciating. Man down. Gone. Like that. For anyone who lived in his vast gravitational field, reeling days lie ahead. Like gravity, he can't really be sentimentalized, and his absence feels impossible to imagine.

Steve Albini performs with Shellac. (Naki/Redferns/Getty Images)
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Hip-hop bling is the thing at a luminous new jewelry exhibit
See photos from "Ice Cold," a new exhibit of hip-hop jewelry at NYC's American Museum of Natural History, showcasing the jewelry of A$AP Rocky and more.
By Alexis Williams | 2024-05-09
NEW YORK
Hip-hop jewelry has gone by many names over the past 50 years. "Bling-bling" crystallized into "ice," which melted into "drip" as rappers went from adorning their necks with gold chains and knuckles with four-finger rings to decking out their teeth and wrists in diamonds. One-upping your opponent in a rap battle couldn't be done with lyrical prowess alone. You also had to look fly. As inner-city rappers sought global respect for their street poetry as a reputable art form throughout the '80s and '90s, so too did up-and-coming immigrant jewelers who found a commonality in their hustle to attain the American Dream.
At New York City's American Museum of Natural History, 66 culturally priceless heirlooms are now on display as part of "Ice Cold: An Exhibition of Hip-Hop Jewelry." Sean M. Decatur, the museum's president, told The Post "Ice Cold" was a "natural fit" for the Meister Gallery inside the Mignone Halls of Gems and Minerals, which has previously hosted three jewelry-themed exhibits. To him, the gems "tell an interesting broader cultural story."
"When you are from a people who come from a history where the right to express one's identity was constantly being questioned, challenged and diminished, it takes on special meaning to present yourself in a particular way that is so deeply tied into one's own understanding of self," Decatur said of the pieces that reflect Black and Latino diasporic experiences.

A$AP Ferg speaks to members of the media during the opening of the exhibition. (Bryan Anselm For The Washington Post)



Rapper Lil Baby and filmmaker Karam Gill, who directed the "Ice Cold" documentary series in 2020. (Bryan Anselm For The Washington Post)



Vikki Tobak (center), curator and author of "Ice Cold." (Bryan Anselm For The Washington Post)


Old-school fans will recognize Public Enemy's '80s leather medallion featuring its logo of a Black man caught in the crosshairs of a gun sight to raise awareness about police brutality. Aficionados will spot the legendary yellow gold Jesus piece that the Notorious B.I.G. rapped about in his 1997 hit "Hypnotize." Onlookers can "lean back" and admire Fat Joe's 14-karat white gold and diamond Terror Squad logo necklace to learn about how hip-hop crews grew into music collectives by the early '00s.
"Ice Cold" is an extension of hip-hop journalist Vikki Tobak's 2022 coffee-table book of the same name, which features more than 300 pages of classic photos and heartfelt essays showcasing what "stuntin'" really means to rappers. The author, who worked as director of publicity and marketing at Payday Records in the '90s, felt it was important for fans and critics alike to see physical representations of hip-hop's undeniable presence up close.
"The fact that it's inside of this museum that's dedicated to the history of mankind, I really saw the magnitude of placing this kind of work in that kind of context and putting all these new eyes on it," Tobak said.

The Notorious B.I.G.'s Jesus necklace. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)



Ghostface Killah's eagle arm band. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)


With cases named after songs such as "Money, Power & Respect" and "U See Us," the curator emphasized that the jewels don't necessarily signify decadence. "Ice Cold" shows a kaleidoscopic spectrum of stories -- from the time when making it was "all a dream" to memorializing a fallen friend.
"Artists have fully stepped into their power," Tobak said. "They really understand that what they wear is often just as important as their music. 'U See Us,' is named after the Nipsey [Hussle] song, and it's meant to speak to how all eyes now are on hip-hop for everything -- style, fashion, music, politics even."
Tobak, whose family immigrated from Kazakhstan to Detroit in the '70s, thinks "Ice Cold" is especially timely as the gatekeepers of couture fashion houses and legacy jewelers have not only welcomed tastemakers such as A$AP Ferg and Tyler, the Creator into the fold, but have also taken inspiration from classic hip-hop chain styles.
"You think about the way that hip-hop has been embraced by the luxury world just in the past 10 years and what it means for jewelry," Tobak said. "Certain link styles you're starting to see in mainstream culture. I think we needed this past 10 years to tell that additional layer."

A$AP Ferg's IF & Co. Yamborghini pendant. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)


Ferg, a founding member of the A$AP Mob hip-hop collective, used to walk past Tiffany & Co.'s flagship store on Fifth Avenue on his way home to Harlem from the High School of Art and Design. "When you don't have the money to actually buy something, you don't feel comfortable walking through these stores," he said. As a teenager, then known as Darold Ferguson Jr., he designed crystal-studded pendants that got his friends robbed due to how realistic they looked. In 2018, Ferg made history as Tiffany's first hip-hop brand ambassador.

A$AP Ferg's Tiffany & Co. T bracelet. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)


At "Ice Cold," the "Plain Jane" rapper's 18-karat white gold and diamond Tiffany T bracelet glistens next to a more sentimental piece -- a custom IF & Co. "Yamborghini" necklace. Inspired by the Lamborghini logo, the Ben Baller-designed pendant is made of 14-karat white gold with 65 carats of white VVS diamonds and a custom Hermes link diamond chain to honor the late Mob member A$AP Yams. Ferg said designing and buying chains is "just another extension of your soul."
"Whenever I buy jewelry, it has a purpose," Ferg said. "[We're] not just spending mad bread on things. We're mimicking our forefathers. You think about Egypt, the gods, King Tut, Mansa Musa -- the richest man in the world -- Black man. We're just mimicking who we are. We're kings and queens."

Roc-A-Fella Records logo pendant. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)


When Jay-Z raps "got the hottest chick in the game wearin' my chain," Roc Nation senior vice president Lenny "Lenny S" Santiago flashes back to the moment he snapped a photo of Beyonce sporting her husband's Roc-A-Fella necklace. The 14-karat rose gold and diamond pendant, made by the often name-dropped Jacob "the Jeweler" Arabo, depicts the record label's iconic logo -- a vinyl record with a bottle of champagne and a cursive letter R.
"It represents what Roc was," Santiago said. "They were getting money, they were buying jewelry, they were popping champagne. That logo became so famous because of what was built. So, forget about what the actual emblem is. It's what it represents. And it represented independence. When you look at it, you think of the whole Roc-A-Fella to Roc Nation empire."

Jam Master Jay's Adidas pendant. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)


Back in 1986, when kids wanted to sport Run-DMC's signature Kangol hats and tracksuits, Bronx native Santiago said he was more intrigued by the group's ability to broker hip-hop's first endorsement deal with Adidas. His sentiment comes full circle at "Ice Cold," where Jam Master Jay's 14-karat yellow gold chain with a black enamel Adidas pendant is featured in the exhibit's entryway case.
Today, he admires how hip-hop artists have used their business acumen to take the B-boy from the streets to the C-suite, with high-profile collaborations between the likes of Pharrell Williams and Louis Vuitton.
"Nobody would have thought [of] that in the '70s and '80s when rappers were just wearing thick gold rope chains," Santiago said.

Nicki Minaj's Barbie pendant. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)


Indian jeweler Ashna Mehta created Minaj's 2022 18-karat white gold Barbie pendant encrusted in 54.47 carats of diamonds and bright pink enamel. She said via email the exhibit recognizes "how the tradition of adornment is alive and well in modern times." The heiress to the Indian-Belgian jewelry company Rosy Blue grew up in New York and Dubai, where she said hip-hop's irresistible style was fully embraced across cultures.
"The pieces are not just accessories," Mehta said. "They are historical artifacts of our time. As a woman in this industry, creating for another woman who has carved her path in such a male-dominated field is profoundly meaningful. It's more than just adornment. It's a celebration of feminine strength, resilience and leadership."

A$AP Rocky's EXO grenade pendant. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)


Designer Alex Moss believes his craftsmanship sets a new standard for sophistication. The Toronto native of Armenian descent thinks "Ice Cold" makes a statement that hip-hop jewelry is "art at the highest level."
"It's in the same room they've had exhibits for Van Cleef, for Cartier, for Harry Winston," Moss said. "The times are changing. It's not about 100-year-old jewelry anymore. This is today's jewelry."

Drake's "The Crown Jewel of Toronto" pendant. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)



Tyler, the Creator's Bellhop pendant. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)


"Ice Cold" features some of Moss's most notable pieces, such as A$AP Rocky's 14-karat gold EXO grenade pendant clock, Drake's 18K white gold "Crown Jewel of Toronto" pendant with yellow and blue diamonds and Burmese rubies and the bellhop pendant for Tyler, the Creator. The $500,000 14-karat gold pendant and chain has 186 carats in diamonds, 60 carats in sapphires and more than 23,000 handset stones.
"After I put that one out, I think everyone pretty much woke up and said, 'Who is this kid?'" Moss said.

Pharrell Williams's yellow diamond and ruby grillz. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post)


Unlike Moss, who entered the jewelry industry in 2016 without any contacts, 27-year-old grill maker Elan Pinhasov grew up in the family business -- Gabby Elan Jewelry. His father, Gabriel, immigrated from Israel in 1990, and over the years, he used his dental training to design more comfortable, custom mouthpieces for the likes of Ol' Dirty Bastard from the Wu-Tang Clan, Dua Lipa, J Balvin and, most recently, Rihanna. But one particular customer can't get enough of Gabby Elan designs. "Ice Cold" features two blinged-out grillz owned by Pharrell -- a 14-karat white gold set with ruby pave surrounded by white pave diamonds from 2006 that Pinhasov estimates cost Williams about $10,000, and a 22-karat yellow gold set with yellow natural pave diamonds from 2021 for $40,000.
"The [yellow diamond] set I think was originally intended for the Met Gala," Pinhasov said, noting that the artist wanted bigger stones than those placed in the initial design. "So we have this set [at the exhibit] as kind of like a prototype, and the set that he currently has, has diamonds that are twice the size."
Pinhasov said his father spent decades making a name for himself in the heart of Brooklyn at Albee Square Mall, formerly a hip-hop hot spot for jewels and rap battles. But the young designer encouraged him to move the business to the Diamond District in October 2018 to keep up with the competition. Having spent summers, weekends and even after-school hours selling gems since 2013, Pinhasov doesn't see the flashy ornaments as a fading trend anytime soon.
"You can wear the most expensive watch, you can wear the most expensive shoe, any piece of jewelry, but everyone's first impression is looking at someone's face," Pinhasov said. "If they smile and see a magnificent set of grillz, it sticks your attention to that forever."

Slick Rick on the red carpet during the opening of the exhibition. (Bryan Anselm For The Washington Post)



Fans and guests speak with Slick Rick (left). (Bryan Anselm For The Washington Post)



A young Run DMC fan talks to members of the media during the opening of the exhibition. (Bryan Anselm For The Washington Post)


"Ice Cold: An Exhibition of Hip-Hop Jewelry" runs through Jan. 5, 2025. American Museum of Natural History, 200 Central Park West, New York. Tickets for nonresidents from $16 to $28. www.amnh.org.
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As D&D booms, 'Critical Role' makes its own kind of nerd celebrity
In a wild time for the entertainment industry, a group of nerdy voice actors playing Dungeons and Dragons is carving a path for independent media.
By Sarah Parvini | 2024-05-09
BURBANK, Calif.
It may not sound like must-see TV: eight friends sitting around a table playing Dungeons & Dragons while cracking jokes and moving each other to tears.
But for a legion of fans, "Critical Role" -- the popular D&D "actual play" series in which a group of nerdy voice actors stream their unscripted adventures -- is an immersive world that combines plot-twisting narratives with the parasocial coziness of a fireside hangout.
In nine years, the show, hosted on Twitch and YouTube, has become the team's full-time job, spawning a transmedia kingdom of novels, comic books, animated series and original games, as well as a new membership program for fans launched Thursday, called Beacon. And its cast are now ambassadors for a subculture rapidly going mainstream.
"This was never anything that we set out to do," Travis Willingham, chief executive of Critical Role Productions, said of the show's meteoric rise. "There wasn't a specific ambition, especially in those early years, so all of us feel like this is a little miracle that just keeps happening. It's the most precious thing to us in our professional lives."
His colleagues -- Matthew Mercer, Marisha Ray, Liam O'Brien, Sam Riegel, Taliesin Jaffe, Ashley Johnson and Laura Bailey -- nodded in agreement, perched in front of a faux fireplace in their Burbank studio built, a little tongue-in-cheek, to evoke the sort of crackling warm medieval inn that pen-and-paper adventurers know well.
The show's popularity has both benefited from and helped fuel the last decade's resurgence of Dungeons & Dragons, which celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. The game, once a target of '80s moral panic, is more popular than ever -- thanks in part to its prevalence in pop culture through shows like "Stranger Things" and "The Big Bang Theory," and the 2014 release of the game's streamlined fifth edition that made the rules more accessible for newcomers. "Critical Role" is often the next stop for the dice-curious, showing them the nuts and bolts of how the game -- and its elaborate, years-long stories -- actually works.

Laura Bailey and her fellow cast members are prolific voice actors in gaming and animation. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)


In D&D, players create characters ranging from roguish thieves to erudite wizards and control their fates in an adventure determined by improv, radio-theater-style imagination (aided by maps and miniatures) and rolls of the dice. That emergent storytelling leads to long, unpredictable epics that unspool like soap operas. And fans devour it.
The YouTube viewership of "Critical Role" has increased by 125 percent since 2019, peaking at more than 188 million views on the channel last year, according to data provided by Critical Role Productions.
But as an entertainment product, what distinguishes "Critical Role" is less the audience's size -- nearly 6 million followers across the brand's social media channels -- and more its appetite. The stream has produced more than 2,000 hours of programming, with 524 million hours watched across YouTube and Twitch, Critical Role said. A standard campaign unravels one story over more than a hundred episodes, each around four hours long; the second campaign's finale ran around seven hours. Watching all three campaigns from the start to the latest episode -- not unusual among the fan base -- is something like watching all of "Grey's Anatomy" roughly four times.
That appetite appeared to increase during the pandemic, as D&D players old and new came to the virtual table. The cast of "Critical Role" said fans in convention halls would stop to tell them that they'd felt isolated, too. Through the show, the fans said, they were inspired to reach out and play with others.

Cast member Travis Willingham is also CEO of the company. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)



Marisha Ray, cast member and creative director of the company, with Omar the corgi. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)



The set is designed to feel intimate, keeping viewers immersed in campaign episodes that tend to run about four hours long. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)


Today, the tabletop role-playing game created by Gary Gygax and Dave Arneson has become an entertainment industry staple. On a reported $150 million film budget, "Dungeons & Dragons: Honor Among Thieves" won over critics and fans (if not quite the box office). The bestseller "Baldur's Gate 3," probably the most complete re-creation of D&D in a video game to date, released to critical acclaim a few months later.
But the cast of "Critical Role" believes there's more to do. Although the home game that sparked the show began 12 years ago, Johnson said she feels a sense of bubbling energy, like they are "just getting started."
"I don't know what I would be doing without this," said Johnson, known for her voice work as the main character Ellie in "The Last of Us" (her role in the game earned her a cameo on the HBO adaptation). "I love these idiots."
Following a then-record-breaking Kickstarter in 2019 that raised more than $11 million, "Critical Role's" first adventure was adapted for "The Legend of Vox Machina," a dark yet gleefully profane animated series on Prime Video. The show's third season, which follows the arc of the 115-episode campaign, will be released in the fall. A separate animated series, based on the show's second campaign about a band of misfits known as the Mighty Nein, is currently in production. (Prime Video is part of Amazon, whose founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Without higher-ups to please, the company's vision is constantly evolving, Riegel said. The cast said they're eyeing a potential shift into video games, part of a slate of interactive projects in their five-year plan. They plan to host more events, including a live show of their original gothic horror game series, "Candela Obscura," in Los Angeles later this month.
"Our kind of big, future plans are just really securing the legacy -- making sure that it is continuously able to self-sustain," said Ray, creative director of Critical Role Productions. "A lot of that is making sure that this can continue to grow and expand and live beyond just the eight of us."
"So it's not just us at 80 years old," Bailey added. (The cast members are in their 30s and 40s.)
Beacon is part of that vision, Ray said. A platform of their own ensures the founders maintain creative control through continued instability in the entertainment industry, in particular the threat of demonetization for creators across streaming platforms.
The subscription-based membership houses exclusive content, including a kid-friendly podcast and a feature that allows fans to watch cast conversations that continue after an episode of "Critical Role" ends. Subscribers can also purchase live event tickets, access videos on demand and receive merchandise discounts.
"We have the pleasure of being completely creator-owned and creator-driven, which is its own terrifying thing, because everything is our responsibility," said Mercer, the show's game master, whose colorful accent work and vivid descriptions of fantasy worlds lead his friends through each episode.
"Everything that we've done has been, for better or for worse, just honest."

When a map hits the table, conflict is usually just around the corner. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)



The studio keeps a deep stock of minis. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)



Dice hoarding is a common problem. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)



The studio set, designed with theme park professionals, is stuffed with props and production tricks of the eye. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)


The stories of "Critical Role" -- the years-long adventures and shorter series alike -- take place in Exandria, a world of Mercer's creation that spans two moons and varied continents inhabited by humans, elves, dwarves and other fantasy races and creatures.
That world has helped "Critical Role" become the biggest D&D actual play currently streaming, and the most successful example of one becoming a media company, said Emily Friedman, an associate professor of English at Auburn University who writes frequently on the genre. (A leak of Twitch data in 2021 listed "Critical Role" as the platform's highest-paid channel, with more than $9.6 million paid out over about two years. The company declined to comment on its finances.)
Actual play began with "scrappy" productions, Friedman said, including shows like "Acquisitions Incorporated," a podcast launched in 2008 that later expanded into live shows and comics. The streaming channel Geek & Sundry -- where Critical Role got its start -- was founded soon after, in 2012.
Critical Role, she said, is the leader "in an industry that's a little bit hobbyist still and a little bit professionalized." But each show within the space serves "a different part of the ecosystem," she added.
The popular show "Dimension 20," for example, leans into postproduction flair and is known for digestible episodes that cap at two hours.
Yet the shows aren't direct competitors -- each has its own audience and each cast ("Dimension 20's" is professional comedians and gamers) collaborates and pulls from the same pool of guest players. "Dimension 20" game masters Brennan Lee Mulligan and Aabria Iyengar have also led short-term campaigns on "Critical Role," and Mercer has both played in and run games for "Dimension 20."
"They are distinct in terms of their form, but 'Critical Role' is often drawing some of its innovations from what it's seen on 'Dimension 20,'" Friedman said. "It's a community relationship."

Matthew Mercer's world-building, voice work and slow-burn narrative arcs have made him famous in tabletop gaming. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)


Walking through the show's studio on a recent weekday, Ray explained that the tavern set where they host their talk show "4-Sided Dive" was designed with the help of theme park professionals. Certain tricks of the eye -- a wallpaper pattern, or lanterns arranged with forced perspective -- help create a sense of intimacy in the tavern and gaming sets, inviting viewers to gather around the table alongside the players as if they too are part of the story.
The building, which the cast moved into in 2018, also holds offices and a room dedicated to the wealth of miniature figurines and design pieces Mercer uses to bring Exandria to life.
It's a far cry from Critical Role's beginnings -- a one-off game Mercer created as a birthday gift to cast member O'Brien in 2012 -- but much like the characters their fans watch them play on Thursday nights, the cast has grown into a found family (a "co-dependent" one, Mercer joked).
Their group chat -- called Vox Machina, a nod to their first campaign -- floods with 50 text messages per day, Bailey said. And despite nine years of spending all day together and then going home to listen to each other snore -- Bailey and Willingham are married, as are Mercer and Ray -- they aren't sick of each other. (Margaritas help, Riegel said, along with weekend retreats.)
"It's nine years of skydiving, going, 'The ground's never coming -- this is just flying now,'" Jaffe said. "I'm shocked and delighted every morning."
When the show started, Riegel said, it felt like they were a bunch of nerdy voice actors who played D&D together as a hobby. Then it shifted to a "side hustle."
"Now, I think for all of us, it's like this is the thing that defines our lives -- possibly our entire lives," he said.
O'Brien recalled the moment the crew learned there was interest in live-streaming their game. They were sitting around Willingham and Bailey's dining room table.
"We laughed and laughed," he said.
At the time, he said, it seemed absurd that anyone would want to watch them play.

"Critical Role's" second campaign will be adapted into another Prime Video animated series, "Mighty Nein." (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)



"Critical Role's" third campaign in ongoing, streaming most Thursdays. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post)
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The 30 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
European embassies open their doors to the public, Eurovision takes over bars and the Smithsonian's IlluminAsia festival returns.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-05-09
Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month is celebrated with a three-day festival at the Smithsonian's National Museum of Asian Art, a family day at the Library of Congress, and new beers and a lion dance at Lost Generation Brewing. Following on last weekend's Around the World Embassy Tour, the embassies of the European Union open their doors to visitors this weekend for cultural activities including music, beer and wine tastings, fashion shows, dog shows, and the Smurfs. Drive-in movie fans can welcome outdoor films -- and "Grease" -- back to Union Market. It's also a big weekend for lovers of kitschy music, thanks to the Eurovision Song Contest and costume-friendly viewing parties. Spring garden tours and markets take place across the area on Saturday, while local breweries are banding together to help one of their own start making beer again.
JxJ Jewish Film and Music Festival
Held at locations around the DMV (including the DCJCC in Washington, Landmark's Bethesda Row Cinema and Cinema Arts Theatre in Fairfax), the annual festival returns to showcase music and films by Jewish area artists. The screenings include dozens of genres, and the music portion of the festival showcases international acts like the Maccabeats, Polyphony Quartet and Mister G. Through May 19. Prices and locations vary.
AAPI Beer Collab Launch Party at Lost Generation
For the second year in a row, Eckington's Lost Generation Brewing marks Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month by releasing a beer that benefits charity. Except this time, it's releasing two beers. One, Asian Glow, is a fruited sour with dragon fruit, mango and litchi, brewed in collaboration with Falls Church's High Side and Richmond's the Answer, that benefits Act to Change, an organization fighting the bullying of AAPI youth. The other is Briefly Gorgeous, a saison made in collaboration with Bluejacket, which uses 50Hertz's Sichuan peppercorns, yuzu and Buddha's hand. Both beers debut at a party featuring a lion dance, plus food by Bun'd Up and Dine With Claudine. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Willow Smith at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
Downtown D.C.'s massive Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library hosts Gen Z superstar Willow Smith for a teen-focused evening event. As the daughter of Hollywood royalty -- her parents are Jada Pinkett Smith and Will Smith -- Willow has already explored career paths from music to acting to performance art. She's also written a book, a sci-fi fantasy called "Black Shield Maiden" with author Jess Hendel. In partnership with local bookshop Mahogany Books, Willow Smith discusses her debut novel. 7 p.m. $32; ticket includes signed copy of the book.
Eurovision Semifinal Watch Party at Wunder Garten
The finals of Eurovision -- the Europe-wide pop music competition known for turning both costumes and stage performances up to 11 -- take place Saturday. But first, judges need to select the tunes that will feature in the grand final. Sixteen countries are competing for 10 places on Thursday, including Switzerland's Nemo and Italy's Angelina Mango, both among the favorites to win. Wunder Garten is opening early to show the performances live from Sweden. 3 p.m. Free.
Home by Midnight at Jimmy Valentine's
Do you ever wish you could go out to a bar, dance to great music and still get to bed at a reasonable hour? Home by Midnight hears you. This new night at Jimmy Valentine's promises the music you'd expect at a late-night rave, but with a DJ who starts at 9 p.m. Perfect for the older raver -- or the old at heart. Doors at 8 p.m., music at 9. Free.
'Mummy in the Closet: Evita's Return' at GALA Hispanic Theatre
Eva Peron stars from beyond the grave in GALA Hispanic Theatre's "Mummy in the Closet: Evita's Return," a macabre musical comedy based on the true journey of the Argentine political icon's embalmed body after her death in 1952. This is a new production of the show, which was a hit for GALA during its world premiere there in 2009. At the time, The Post called it a "breathtakingly freakish mix of black comedy, serious historical musing, disciplined vaudeville and sheer ghoulishness." For this revival, choreographer Valeria Cossu has set dance moves to the rhythms of tango, waltz and salsa. Through June 9: Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. $25-$48; $20 opening night. In Spanish with English subtitles.
Audrey Hepburn film series at the Miracle Theatre
In honor of film icon Audrey Hepburn's May 4 birthday, Barracks Row's movie house the Miracle Theatre will run a spate of Audrey flicks throughout the month. If you've only seen "Breakfast at Tiffany's," go deeper into the perennially stylish actress's repertoire with four other classics that also star classic Hollywood leading men like Gregory Peck, Cary Grant, Humphrey Bogart and Fred Astaire. The series begins Thursday with "Roman Holiday" and continues with "Charade" (May 17), "Sabrina" (May 24) and "Funny Face" (May 30). All screenings begin at 7 p.m. $8.
IlluminAsia at the National Museum of Asian Art
The Smithsonian's IlluminAsia festival returns to the National Museum of Asian Art this weekend, celebrating Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month with three days of culture and entertainment. The party starts Friday with Asia After Dark, a wellness-focused evening that includes journaling, sound baths, and a zero-proof and low-ABV bar (5 to 9 p.m.). Saturday brings curator-led tours of the museum's exhibits; panel discussions about identity, healing and the arts; empowerment workshops; and an outdoor market with vendors and food trucks (noon to 6:30 p.m.). Electronic artist Madame Gandhi headlines an evening concert (6:30 p.m.; registration suggested). The event wraps Sunday with a Mother's Day theme, featuring craft making and family activities, as well as a guided sound bath (noon to 3 p.m.). Through Sunday. Free.
'Grease' at the Union Market Drive-In
Drive-in movies became a trend during the pandemic, but Union Market has been hosting outdoor screenings in its parking lot since 2013. This year's series, which features films one Friday a month, kicks off with the singalong classic "Grease." Drivers can reserve a space, ease the seat back and listen to the sound through their FM radio, while the carless masses are free to walk up to Neal Place, the closed street in front of the market, with blankets and camp stools. Either way, get there early and pick up a meal from one of the vendors inside. Parking lot opens at 7:30 p.m.; film begins at 8:45. $20 per car; free for pedestrians.
Animania at Union Stage
It might be another 11 months until Awesome Con (D.C.'s take on Comic-Con) returns, but in the meantime, fans can try out their next cosplay in a more intimate venue. Costumes aren't required but are strongly encouraged. Dance to anime hits and try your hand at a variety of video games. 10 p.m. $20.
Firehouse Fridays at Hill Country
Firehouse Fridays, which has been offering country line dancing lessons and a dance party at the Vienna Moose Lodge, is making the leap to Penn Quarter. Both levels of Hill Country Barbecue will be open for two-stepping, line dances and country swing. The evening starts with a beginner-level country swing lesson at 8:30 p.m., followed by dancing on both floors from 9:30 until midnight. 8:30 p.m. $15 at the door.
E.U. Open House
The members of the European Union open the doors to their embassies on Saturday, following last weekend's Around the World Embassy Tour. Drop into 21 embassies, as well as the European Union's office and "partner venue" Ukraine House, for live music, food and drinks, mini-language classes, and more cultural activities. Each country puts its own spin on the day: La Maison Francaise, which brings Germany and France together, is highlighting the Paris Olympics; Poland honors Maria Sklodowska-Curie (better known as Marie Curie) with "chemical workshops and molecular cuisine"; the Czech Republic celebrates with beer, a dog show and a performance by award-winning singer Kaczi; and the Netherlands and Belgium team up for free waffles and beer tastings with the Smurfs. Lines can be long, so wear comfortable shoes. Early arrival is suggested if you're looking for free snacks and swag. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission; some embassies sell food and drinks.
Eurovision Grand Final viewing parties
Speaking of Europe, Saturday is also the finals of the Eurovision Song Contest, the annual pop music competition known for over-the-top performances, cheesy tunes and an abundance of glitter. The event is a spectacle in Europe -- this year is hosted by 2023 champion Sweden -- but it's popular in D.C., too. (So popular, in fact, that the official viewing party at the House of Sweden has a wait list.) DC9 is hosting its annual celebration, with a live broadcast beginning at 3 p.m. Join in with Eurovision bingo, where sample squares include "fire (real or video)" and "Vikings," as well as trivia and drink specials. After the winner has been crowned, it's time for a Eurovision dance party featuring songs from past winners, including Abba, Celine Dion, Katrina and the Waves, and, hopefully, Finnish masked metal gods Lordi. There's a $100 prize for the best Eurovision-inspired costume. (Free tickets available at dc9.club.) Over on H Street, the Queen Vic pub is hoping to put the U.K.'s traditional misery behind them -- Mae Muller finished 25th out of 26 in 2023 -- at a party with bingo, singalong tunes and a costume contest. (3 p.m. thequeenvicdc.com. Free.)
Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month Family Day at the Library of Congress
The Library of Congress welcomes all ages to its Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month celebration. Families can learn about the different experiences of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders documented in the library's collections, then draw or write about their own family's history. (10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free; timed entry pass required, but events are drop-in.) Artist and educator Jeffrey Yoo Warren, whose work has created virtual reconstructions of five historic Chinese American and Korean American communities, leads a mask-making workshop for 6- to 12-year-olds, before letting them explore portals to the 3D reconstructions. (11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free; timed ticket required.) Finally, actor and activist George Takei discusses his new book, "My Lost Freedom: A Japanese American World War II Story," in the Coolidge Auditorium. (2 p.m. Free; reservations required.)
Save Hellbender Beer Fest
Hellbender Brewing had its boiler break down in late April, and without a way to heat water and boil wort, the Fort Totten brewery can't make beer. To help offset the high costs of a replacement, the local brewing community is rallying around Hellbender. Head to the taproom for a party featuring draft beers from at least 15 breweries, including Other Half, Ocelot and the Brewer's Art, available in full or half pours; food from Beef Space BBQ and El Jefe Woodfired Pizza; and music by DJ TLH. 1 p.m. Free admission.
That's So Vintage Market at Union Market
The hugely popular market returns to Union Market's Dock 5 with over 30 of the area's vintage sellers. Vendors include viral curators the Disco Loft and Libby & My (the full list of vendors is available on the market's website). Next door, experiential pop-up shop Playhaus is offering workshops on sewing and embroidering vintage clothes, which you can add on to your ticket price. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. $24 for 11 a.m. entrance; $8 for 1 p.m. entrance or later.
Ivy City Makers Market and Bar Hop
This pop-up celebration of local makers is really multiple markets in one, with artists, crafters and vintage vendors spread among Atlas Brew Works, Other Half Brewing, Throw Social, and Don Ciccio and Figli's tasting room. It's a shopping excursion-cum-bar crawl that might introduce you to a new favorite beverage as well as a new favorite outfit. 1 to 6 p.m. Free.
Del Ray Artisans Spring Art Market
This curated show in a Del Ray park features three dozen artists -- potters, painters, photographers, sculptors, jewelers, fiber artists and more -- selected by the Del Ray Artisans collective. Browse for Mother's Day gifts or just for yourself, while kids can be entertained and have their faces painted. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Diggin' Thru the Crates at Dock 5
Diggin' Thru the Crates is a celebration of hip-hop culture with a twist: Members of the audience get to flip through stacks of vinyl records to pick the song they want to hear, while DJs Alizay and B-Sharp work those selections into a playlist on the fly. The result is magic, and often surprising. Art by Maurice James Jr., Shay Will and the Jay Stewart Collection features at the Union Market event space, while Young Guru is the host. 9 p.m. $20.
Capitol Hill Arts Workshop Family Day
The Capitol Hill Arts Workshop has been "building community through the arts" for more than 50 years, and if you've never experienced this local treasure, Saturday is a good time to explore. Family Day features activities for all ages on the arts center's front lawn, including 3D scanning and printing, creating collage sculptures, and drawing "fill in the blank" comic strips. Noon to 2 p.m. Free.
Capitol Hill House and Garden Tour
Run by the Capitol Hill Restoration Society, this tour is a great chance to peek inside those multimillion-dollar rowhouses that grace the streets of Capitol Hill. Attendees will see nine homes and gardens and three semipublic buildings, all within the historic district, and grab refreshments from local vendors at the Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital, where an architectural tour is offered both days. Saturday from 4 to 7 p.m.; Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. $40-$50.
Del Ray House & Garden Tour
Step inside the bungalows and rowhouses of Del Ray, a walkable Alexandria enclave with its own bustling main street and blocks packed with dog parks and playgrounds. The Del Ray House & Garden Tour returns for the first year since 2018, and this year's self-guided tour will include 11 properties showcasing manicured gardens, new-construction homes and small-scale accessory dwelling units (ADUs). Spend an entire day here with a VIP ticket, which sends you to Mount Vernon Avenue after the tour for an evening yoga class at Mind the Mat Pilates & Yoga, followed by a drink from Hi/Fi TexMex BBQ. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. $45-$75.
Dacha Spring Beer Fest
Think of Fruhlingsfest as the warm-weather cousin of Oktoberfest: Instead of drinking beer outdoors in the cool fall air, people in Munich come together to drink beer and celebrate the return of flowers and longer days. Dacha's inaugural spring festival at its Navy Yard location -- inspired by Fruhlingsfest -- features unlimited pours of seasonal beers from at least 18 breweries, spanning European (Weihenstephaner, Duvel, St. Bernardus), American (Allagash, Boulevard) and regional (Denizens, Vasen, Pen Druid) selections. VIP tickets include early admission, a pint glass and other perks. Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 6 p.m. $50-$90; two day tickets $90-$170.
Mother's Day ideas
Need a last-minute idea for Sunday? We can't guarantee restaurant reservations are still available, but we do stand by our ideas for things to do from a few weeks back, including two all-you-can-eat brunch shows with the swinging Eric Byrd Trio at the Hamilton, a few trips on the historic carousel and a tour of galleries at Glen Echo Park, or a waterfront stroll in Alexandria.
Momedy Kumite at the DC Improv
Instead of the usual card or flowers, maybe Mom needs a good laugh for Mother's Day. The DC Improv has revamped its signature stand-up tournament Comedy Kumite just for the holiday: All of the participating comics in Momedy Kumite are mothers themselves, and they're competing for the unofficial title of Funniest Mom in D.C. The tourney consists of back-to-back sets from two comedians, followed by an audience vote to see who advances to the next round and, ultimately, the victor of the final showdown. 6 p.m. $20-$35.
Hot Water Music at the Howard Theatre
The members of Hot Water Music seem as surprised as anyone that they're celebrating their 30th anniversary on the road as they prepare to release their 10th album, "Vows." The Gainesville, Fla.-founded act, fronted by singer-songwriter-guitarists Chuck Ragan and Chris Wollard, can still whip up punk tunes with heart-on-sleeve emotion and anthemic hooks. The band promises to "dust off some oldies" on tour; perhaps it will play 1997 favorite "Turnstile" -- the namesake of the current generation's biggest hardcore band. Joining Hot Water Music is Quicksand, a New York band whose renewed existence -- albeit after a long hiatus -- is even more surprising. Quicksand's metallic approach to post-hardcore laid the blueprint for countless punk and alt-metal bands alike. 8 p.m. $35-$60.
The Dog and Cat Film Festivals at Arlington Drafthouse
After the annual New York Dog Film Festival and its feline-focused counterpart, the two-hour programs of new short films featuring pets -- animated, documentary and narrative features from around the world -- the festival screening travels to cities across the country. Arlington Drafthouse is hosting the two festivals back to back (dog people, go on Tuesday, and cat people, go on Wednesday). Proceeds benefit the Animal Welfare League of Arlington. Note that admission is 21 and over unless accompanied by a parent. 6 p.m. $38.
NMWA Nights at the National Museum of Women in the Arts
The new exhibition "New Worlds: Women to Watch 2024" is the inspiration for the National Museum of Women in the Arts' latest after-hours party, with a costume contest inspired by exhibition themes, such as "creative" and "sustainable." After capturing your lewk in the photo booth, try hands-on art-making activities; dance to Les the DJ's mix of Asian, Asian American, and Pacific Islander musicians; and watch a performance by Pretty Boi Drag. Two cocktails from locals Please Bring Chips are included in the ticket price. Be warned: This is the last NMWA Nights until September. 5:30 to 8 p.m. $22-25.
Kathleen Hanna at the Lincoln Theatre
Bikini Kill and Le Tigre punk frontwoman Kathleen Hanna embodies the title of her memoir "Rebel Girl." One of leaders of the '90s "riot grrrl" feminist movement -- the book takes its title from Bikini Kill's iconic song -- Hanna is embarking on a 10-stop nationwide book tour to discuss her boundary-breaking life in music. See her at the Lincoln Theatre in conversation with Mira Jacob, where hopefully she'll share her memories of the District's punk scene, since the members of Bikini Kill spent a climactic year in D.C. and originally wrote "Rebel Girl" in Mount Pleasant. 7 p.m. $66-$81; ticket includes a book.
Gaby Moreno at the Hamilton Live
Guatemalan singer, songwriter and producer Gaby Moreno's work in the last decade and a half has culminated in recent months in back-to-back public-facing accomplishments. In February, she both performed at the Grammys and won the award for best Latin pop album for "X Mi (Vol. 1)." The seven-song record, released in 2023, revisits favorites from previous albums, set only to Moreno's acoustic guitar. Also in February, Moreno released "Dusk," her soulful ninth studio album. 8 p.m. $15-$25.
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'Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes' makes it official: They rule
Despite a people problem, the new chapter of the Planet of the Apes franchise still swings.
By Ty Burr | 2024-05-09

Sylva is played by Eka Darville in "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios)


"Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes" is a sturdy new entry in the revived Planet of the Apes franchise, itself one of the more successful second go-rounds, commercially and artistically, of Hollywood's modern corporate era. Yet the movie, like its three predecessors, is a fascinating case of content following form. As digital technology has improved film by film, to the point where the CGI chimps, gorillas and orangutans are more breathtakingly hyper-real than ever, the humans they're replacing, both on the screen and in the future shock of the series's storyline, have become increasingly two-dimensional. Between the coming of AI and a glance at the headlines, maybe we should just let the pixel monkeys take over for good.
"Kingdom" continues the upward trajectory for them and the free fall for us. Taking place 300 years after the events of the last three "Apes" -- for those keeping track, "Rise of the Planet of the Apes" (2011), the superior "Dawn of the Planet of the Apes" (2014) and "War for the Planet of the Apes" (2017) -- the new film centers on Noa (Owen Teague under the digital hair suit), an up-and-coming young simian in a peaceful village of eagle-taming chimpanzees. The opening scene immediately shows us what he and the film's army of digital artisans can do: a vertigo-inducing leap, swing and climb to the top of the jungle-covered ruins of human skyscrapers, where Noa and his friends Soona (Lydia Peckham) and Anaya (Travis Jeffery) collect eagle eggs for their coming-of-age ceremony.

From left, Noa (played by Owen Teague), Soona (Lydia Peckham) and Anaya (Travis Jeffery) in "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios)


In a development straight out of the Joseph Campbell playbook, the village is attacked and the chimps enslaved by a battalion of warlike gorillas under the generalship of the fearsome Sylva (Eka Darville), leaving Noa alone in the world and vowing to rescue his people. "Kingdom" has already announced itself as the most action-intensive chapter of the rebooted "Apes," and the assault on the village is visualized in fluidly propulsive and brutally efficient fashion. Director Wes Ball cut his teeth on the dystopian YA adaptation "The Maze Runner" (2014) and its sequels, and he's adept at digital world building. Maybe too adept; there are moments when "Kingdom" resembles a state-of-the-art video game more than a movie.
Things both improve and devolve on the perilous journey to the seacoast stronghold of Proximus Caesar (Kevin Durand), a dictatorial bonobo chimp with the standard villain's agenda (conquer the world, amass mystical powers, taunt the hero from behind a banquet table). During his trek, Noa meets Raka, a scholarly orangutan and the last remaining member of a priesthood venerating the name and legend of the original Caesar (played by Andy Serkis in the first three movies); as given life, wit and fabulous comic timing by actor Peter Macon, Raka is a delight -- two parts Yoda to one part Robert Downey Jr.
Noa also meets a young human woman, Mae (Freya Allan), with an agenda of her own, and the three companions hit the road like a furry version of "The Wizard of Oz." Allan gives a decent performance, but her character never makes sense -- how Mae is able to stroll into a dilapidated human stronghold and get the electricity and computer system up and running is anyone's guess, and that's not the half of it. She's a plot device more than a human being, and it doesn't help that the actress is movie-star attractive in ways at odds with the general concept of mankind's de-evolution. It looks like the hair and makeup department threw a little mud on her face and then applied the lip gloss. When we glimpse other humans toward the end of "Kingdom," they're absurdly hot, too, so I guess complete societal collapse was good for weeding the ugly genes out.

Freya Allan as Mae in "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios)


But I'm being catty, and this movie is pretty much all apes, all the time, despite a late-inning appearance by William H. Macy as a combination house pet/court jester. "Kingdom" will be a very big hit because the world it builds is incredibly tactile, the drama simple and strong, and the central performances (Allan excluded) as compelling as they need to be. Teague -- he played the son in last year's fine indie comedy "You Hurt My Feelings" -- convinces us of Noa's emotional distress and growing leadership skills, even if the pixelated "costume" makes him oddly look like a ringer for Mikey Day of "Saturday Night Live." (I apologize if you cannot unsee that.) Macon, as mentioned, is a mid-movie high point as Raka, and Durand gives King Proximus the insecure swagger of a bully who knows where his weak spots are and is terrified someone will find out. Fears that any Planet of the Apes installments without Serkis would face an uphill climb are unfounded.
Which brings us to an interesting juncture in the series's evolution. "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes" has been announced as the first chapter in a new trilogy, and while the provocative, even philosophical apocalyptic drama of the first three films no longer applies, the technology of moviemaking has progressed to the point that most audiences will be willing to follow wherever Noa and his primate friends want to take us. It's the people who are the problem. The movie's a step forward for the chimps and a few hops backward for mankind.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains intense sequences of sci-fi violence/action. 145 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Evil Does Not Exist' -- or does it?
Ryusuke Hamaguchi's eco-drama "Evil Does Not Exist" is masterfully ambiguous.
By Ty Burr | 2024-05-09

Hitoshi Omika in "Evil Does Not Exist." (Sideshow and Janus Films/AP)


Japan's Ryusuke Hamaguchi has emerged over the past decade as one of the world's finest working directors, but his movies can be frustratingly hard to encapsulate. They deal in the mysteries of human interaction, the baggage we carry and struggle to cast off, sins both personal and societal. They may not seem like much when you watch them, but they have the grace to linger and haunt. "Evil Does Not Exist" may be his most haunting film yet.
At 106 minutes, it's also one of his shortest, at least compared with 2021's Oscar-winning "Drive My Car" (three hours of grief, guilt and "Uncle Vanya") or the five-hour-plus "Happy Hour" (2015), about the shifting friendships of four middle-aged women. "Evil Does Not Exist" takes place in a rural village outside Nagano, to the north of Tokyo, and in its deceptively unfocused fashion, it frets about the encroachment of city life on the last outposts of wilderness. The film's central figure and understated hero is Takumi (Hitoshi Omika), a widower who lives with his young daughter Hana (Ryo Nishikawa) and gets by on odd jobs. He's Hamaguchi's version of Thoreau's Natural Man, existing in harmony with the trees he fells for firewood, the mountain streams he drinks from, and the wild wasabi and Siberian ginseng he plucks from the ground.
The arrival of two PR flacks for a developer who wants to build a glamping site outside of town rings alarm bells among the locals, leading to a long and amusingly satisfying town meeting in which the reps present their plan to what they assume will be docile country folk, only to have it methodically and thoroughly picked to pieces. In particular, the site's waste facilities would threaten the village water supply, a clear danger that is waved away by the outsiders and their boss in Tokyo. For non-Japanese audiences, the scene is remarkable for showing how a culture of subservient politeness can serve as a front for corporate steamrolling -- "your valuable input will be considered," the villagers are blandly told -- and also how direct confrontation can bring that steamroller clanking to a halt.
With almost any other filmmaker, the flacks, Takahashi (Ryuji Kosaka) and Mayuzumi (Ayaka Shibutani), would be clear-cut villains. Hamaguchi, though, deals not in black and white, but in a full palette of shades, and the movie's title is more provocation than a statement to be taken at face value. In relatively quick fashion, Takahashi and Mayuzumi, both of them disconnected and discontented urbanites, find themselves drawn to the seeming simplicity of Takumi's lifestyle and tempted to chuck everything and go country. "Evil Does Not Exist" plays this for perceptive and biting human comedy; Takahashi's clumsy but proud attempts to split logs for the first time are very near to slapstick.

Ayaka Shibutani in "Evil Does Not Exist." (Sideshow and Janus Films/AP)


For all that, an undercurrent of foreboding ripples beneath this film. It edges toward outright unease late in the game and explodes in the final scene with what seems an inexplicable act of violence. The ending of "Evil Does Not Exist" created much debate among international festivalgoers last fall, and it presents a challenge to general audiences who prefer their stories wrapped up neatly rather than detonating in their faces. Having seen the movie twice now, it's clear to me that Hamaguchi is taking a leap into poetic metaphor for which his characters have been poised the entire running time and which viewers are meant to carry home like a pebble in their shoe.
Visually, sonically and thematically, "Evil Does Not Exist" is a rich and subtle experience. Yoshio Kitagawa's cinematography frames humans as small elements in a wide canvas of forest and field, the bright colors of their jackets like points of unnatural light seen through the tangles of branches. A gorgeous string score by Eiko Ishibashi -- written before the movie and serving as the director's first inspiration -- lets dissonance creep in like a jungle reclaiming a clearing. In his calm and openhearted way, Hamaguchi has given us a horror story about a slowly vanishing wilderness and its way of life. He knows that in a world where everyone has their reasons, pushing back may be a necessary act of madness.
Unrated. At Angelika Film Center Mosaic, Landmark Bethesda Row Cinema and Landmark E Street Cinema. Contains some violence. In Japanese, with subtitles. 106 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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How a documentary about the Jan. 6 insurrection covers new ground
"The Sixth," a new film from Oscar-winning documentarians Andrea Nix Fine and Sean Fine, originally intended to capture the peaceful transition of presidential power. 
By Sonia Rao | 2024-05-09
The filmmakers behind "The Sixth" didn't set out to make such an unsettling documentary.
Oscar-winning documentarians Andrea Nix Fine and Sean Fine originally struck a deal with the film studio A24 to capture the peaceful transition of presidential power. The morning of Jan. 6, 2021, as members of Congress convened to certify the 2020 presidential election results, the Fines sent a camera crew down to the National Mall to shoot one of President Donald Trump's final speeches in office. They expected "somewhat of a charged event," Andrea says, but sat stunned in their D.C. office as they received reports of growing unrest from their videographer, who followed the angry crowd of roughly 10,000 toward the U.S. Capitol.
Peace was no longer in play. The Fines would now be covering an insurrection. They encouraged videographer Caz Rubacky to leave the dangerous scene that day, and then recruited a team to help find as much supplemental footage from the riot as possible. "It's the most-filmed crime scene in U.S. history, right?" Andrea says. They scoured the web and obtained body camera feeds. An assistant monitored Parler, the right-wing social media platform. The filmmakers began tracking down members of law enforcement, news media and the government whose faces recurred in photos and videos, to see if anyone would be willing to talk on camera.
"The Sixth," available now to purchase online and Friday to rent, weaves together a compelling narrative of "what the hell happened right here in our backyard," per Sean. By relying on the firsthand accounts of six witnesses -- a journalist, a congressman, a congressional staffer and three members of the D.C. police -- the film steers clear of overtly political debate and instead emphasizes the personal: What was it like for Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.), who buried his 25-year-old son the day before, to know one of his daughters was now at risk after accompanying him to work that morning? How did Mel D. Cole, a Black photographer, navigate a crowd of people railing against journalists? Was Officer Christina Laury surprised by the level of brutality directed toward her?

"The Sixth," now available to stream on demand, is about "what the hell happened right here in our backyard," filmmaker Sean Fine says. (A24/Change Content)



Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.) is featured in "The Sixth." (A24/Change Content)



Erica Loewe, deputy communications director for Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-S.C.), also participated in the documentary. (A24/Change Content)


"For anyone from D.C., this film hits different, in the same way that [for] anybody who lives in New York, 9/11 films hit different," Andrea says. "It's just a different day for all of us here. ... What we were trying to do is [determine] like, okay, what happened that day? Truthfully. Really. And how did it feel to go through it? How did it affect the people who just showed up to work?"
On an early May morning, I meet the Fines at their office. It's an airy space, decorated with skylights and posters promoting their past work (including the 2012 short film "Inocente," which won an Oscar, and the 2021 documentary "LFG" about the U.S. women's national soccer team's pay discrimination claim). They were here on Jan. 6, 2021, when they briefly lost contact with Rubacky and worried about what might have happened to him. For the Fines, who are married, the attack on a Washington institution was also disturbing on a personal level; Sean is a fourth-generation Washingtonian, and Andrea has lived here since 1995.
Politics was inherent in the violence, of course. Many of the insurrectionists decried the 2020 election results, claiming President Biden had not actually won. But beyond including snippets of Trump's speech, "The Sixth" avoids mention of the 45th president. "Donald Trump takes the air out of the room," Sean says, a description he extends to "that guy with the horns," too. Rather than focus on the caricatures who emerged from the news coverage, the Fines fix their gaze on the hostility of people who, in another setting, could very well appear to be an innocuous neighbor or acquaintance. What possesses someone to behave so viciously? In a clip of recovered footage, a rioter tells D.C. police officers that this will be their last day alive.
"He says it with such conviction," Sean says. "You actually believe him, and it's terrifying."
Though the filmmakers decided not to purchase any footage captured by insurrectionists, those voices are incorporated through original audio of videos captured by other sources. Rioters can be heard taunting law enforcement. They roar as they try to smash through a line of police shields and beat officers, including Daniel Hodges. Editors Jeff Consiglio and Chrystie Martinez Gouz insert clips from the insurrection throughout on-camera interviews with each of the six subjects, backing up their recollections with direct evidence. Andrea, who is credited as the film's sole writer, didn't want a separate narrator. "I love watching people," she says of the interviews carrying the narrative. "The human face tells you so much of the story."

Filmmakers Andrea Nix Fine and Sean Fine recruited a team to help find as much additional footage from the Jan. 6 insurrection as possible. (A24/Change Content)



Police officer Christina Laury is among those interviewed in "The Sixth." (A24/Change Content)



Photographer Mel D. Cole is also interviewed. (A24/Change Content)


Raskin was the first to agree to the documentary and -- along with Erica Loewe, deputy communications director for Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-S.C.) -- describes the terror of being trapped inside the Capitol with little clarity on the threat outside. Loewe remembers using furniture to barricade the entrance to Clyburn's office, which was positioned right above the tunnel where Hodges was pinned in a doorway. Hodges and Laury, who were called to the scene after the overwhelmed Capitol Police requested backup from the D.C. police, recall fearing permanent disfigurement after being attacked by rioters. Former D.C. police chief Robert J. Contee III expresses his frustration over the delay in higher-ups calling on the National Guard.
A24 quietly released "The Sixth" while putting its muscle behind "Civil War," Alex Garland's thriller set in dystopian America. The decision to limit the documentary's distribution to online purchase -- as opposed to the theatrical release "Civil War" received, or even a specific streaming deal -- has invited media scrutiny, but the Fines sidestep that minor controversy. Andrea notes that the commercial success of "Civil War" nonetheless reinforces the fact that fears of a divided nation are "in the public consciousness."

The Fines were concerned about the safety of their videographer as the attack on the Capitol unfolded. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


"If a quarter of the people who saw 'Civil War' would check out our film, I think it would help people understand," Sean adds.
Understand what, exactly? An obvious response to "The Sixth" is to be shocked by the human capacity for cruelty, but the Fines also proceed with cautious optimism. Each of the six subjects has continued to serve the public in some way. "When you see them," Andrea says, "you get this sense of, like, 'Thank God there are people like this still doing this kind of work.'" The film underscores their decency and commitment to democracy as the country hurtles toward another presidential election.
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Steve Albini, Nirvana producer and alt-rock royalty, dies at 61
Steve Albini, the Chicago alt-rock producer who worked with some of the greatest American rock acts, has died, his studio confirmed.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-05-08

Musician Steve Albini performs in 2016 in Los Angeles. (Matt Winkelmeyer/Getty Images)


Steve Albini, a Chicago-based rock producer who allied himself with Nirvana and against the corporatized music industry, has died.
Albini died of a heart attack, according to Taylor Hales, the manager at Albini's studio Electrical Audio Recording. He was 61.
As a producer, Albini got the best from many notable alternative rock acts of the 1980s and '90s, including the Pixies and the Breeders. He also played in the bands Shellac and Big Black.
In February 1995, The Washington Post described Albini as a "post-punk barbarian." By September 2023, The Post called him an "era-defining alt-rock producer."
He was prolific, telling the Free Press Houston in 2018 that he had worked on a "couple thousand" records.
One of those was in the late 1990s with Robert Plant and Jimmy Page, to create their first release of new material since Led Zeppelin broke up in 1980.
He engineered rock classics -- from Nirvana's "In Utero" to Mclusky's "Mclusky Do Dallas" -- but he also hated that the music industry took advantage of artists.
Albini laid it out in a December 1993 essay "The problem with music" -- a piece in which he shirked the title of "producer" and mocked music producers -- writing that bands are held "hostage" by labels.
He began the article with an image: "I imagine a trench, about four feet wide and five feet deep, maybe sixty yards long, filled with runny, decaying [excrement]. I imagine these people, some of them good friends, some of them barely acquaintances, at one end of this trench. I also imagine a faceless industry lackey at the other end, holding a fountain pen and a contract waiting to be signed."
In an October 2023 interview on Conan O'Brien's podcast to mark three decades since the release of "In Utero," Albini said he refused to take a percentage of the proceeds from the album by one of the era's most popular bands.
"The way that record producers and recording people are compensated at that time in particular was a trick of accounting that shifted the costs away from the label and toward the band," he told O'Brien. "I think that's ethically untenable."
He added: "I think less of people who opt to do things that way."
Remembrances came in immediately online, especially from people in his beloved Chicago.
Damon Locks, head of the Chicago-based Black Monument Ensemble -- a multigenerational, multimedia music collective aimed at honoring the city's Black music -- wrote of Albini on Instagram: "He was a human (and a punk icon) who did the work, evolved, and was in service to a larger idea. ... I admire that he continued to evaluate and change over time. He had an ethos. He stood for something. He was a good guy. This is so shocking."
The city's indie music venue Metro posted that it had changed its sign out front to honor Albini. "We're deeply saddened to hear of Steve Albini's passing and keep his family in our hearts. Thank you for all that you contributed to punk rock in our town and the reverberations of creativity you brought forth, felt the world over."
Albini had another passion that led to success outside of music. He was a serious poker player, winning two bracelets in World Series of Poker competitions. He started playing poker in 1969, when he was taught how to play by his great-grandmother, according to his WSOP online profile.
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Kathe Kollwitz: She served her country better than any man 
At MoMA, a powerful survey of Kathe Kollwitz, a German artist who was the conscience of her time.
By Philip Kennicott | 2024-05-08

The powerful work of German artist Kathe Kollwitz, including "Woman With Dead Child" from 1903, is on display at the Museum of Modern Art in New York. (Digital Media Department/Yale University Art Gallery) 


NEW YORK -- Kathe Kollwitz is a persistent presence throughout the Museum of Modern Art retrospective of her work. She confronts visitors at the opening of the show, in self-portraits made early in her career, staring at the viewer with youthful self-possession and a keen sense of intelligence. And she is seen at the end of the exhibition, as an elderly figure in the late 1930s, in yet more self-portraits and as the unnamed woman in a lithograph, "Call of Death," with a spectral hand touching her shoulder.
The great German artist, who documented the personal and cultural toll of Germany's social and political crises from the 1890s through the horrors of Adolf Hitler and World War II, makes herself an intimate part of her art. In her self-portraits, her hands are often foregrounded, clutching her heart, pressed to her cheek, holding a pen or pencil. In one striking pastel image, her oversize hand rests in front of her, disembodied, slightly grotesque, a talisman of strength and the agent of her creative power. In a late plaster sculpture, "The Lamentation," a woman with Kollwitz's features holds both hands to her face, as if to contain grief and quiet unruly thoughts.
Few artists of the 20th century are so intimately present in their work, so willing to express the deeply personal in public, without apology or obfuscation. Kollwitz lost a son to World War I, which almost broke her. But she also watched as a country with enormous potential to define a new and progressive social compact was lost to ideology, bigotry and mass violence. She was the conscience of her age, and she wore that conscience, along with her heart, on her sleeve.

Kathe Kollwitz painted this self-portrait, "Face With Right Hand," when she was about 33 years old. (Lorenz Kienzle and Ronka Oberhammer) 


That makes the MoMA show, the first major museum retrospective in the United States to gather a compelling cross section of her work in three decades, a deeply powerful and exhausting experience. As other artists working in Germany during the same period steeled themselves with irony and satire, rendering the worst of the world in lurid shapes and hues, Kollwitz stared it down without flinching. There was no Brechtian alienation or humor in her view of things, and none of the savage transformations of George Grosz or Ernst Ludwig Kirchner. She had powerful political sympathies, on the left, but never belonged to the artistic circles that processed horror into style. She stood to the side of expressionism, dada and the New Objectivity, making art about hungry people, sick people, hopeless people, people with only death as an escape.
For that, her reward has been condescension, during her life and for decades after her death in 1945, about a week before Hitler's suicide and the end of the Third Reich. Grosz called her work "teary eyed," while the mid-century American critic Clement Greenberg dismissed her "inevitable excess" of emotion. She committed a number of sins against artistic orthodoxy, making art for a large public, making art that was figurative rather than abstract, making art focused on the emotional lives of women and narratives of motherhood and loss.
But the curators, Starr Figura with assistance from Maggie Hire, emphasize the deeply deliberative process of Kollwitz. Emotion was in the foreground, but heightened by a relentless process of self-criticism and editing. In each of the four broad periods of her career, she produced a major cycle of prints, and in the first of those, "A Weavers' Revolt" begun in 1893, she works and reworks the hands of a grieving woman in the last plate. In one version, a gaunt female figure stands by a door as the bodies of slain workers are carried in, her hands folded in front of her. In the final version of the same plate, she holds her hands to her sides, straight armed, with the fingers clenched tightly into fists.

In "Woman With Dead Child," Kollwitz displayed grief at a time when German women were expected to be more stoic and restrained. (Robert Gerhardt/Museum of Modern Art)


Even more dramatic and moving is the effort she exerted to refine a devastating 1903 print called "Woman With Dead Child." That image evolved from another, related one, titled "Pieta," which shows a muscular adult figure of uncertain gender holding the limp torso of an equally androgynous child, with closed eyes and an ashen face. The Pieta image feels a bit like a film still, well composed but carefully framed, seen straight on and slightly removed from the viewer. "Woman With Dead Child," by contrast, feels monumental, an incursion of visceral pain into the space of the viewer. The woman is equally muscular, and the child just as tragically lifeless. But the embrace is far more powerful and desperate. The woman's hair, increasingly lost into shadow, is stringy and thin, while less of her face is visible. Her individuality is now entirely subsumed into grief. She cries into the body of the child, as if to muffle her own sobs with the flesh of the being she has irretrievably lost.
A cogent catalogue essay by Figura makes an essential point: There was something radical about rendering women's grief as raw and inconsolable. Women, in Germany at the beginning of the last century, were expected to be more stoical, more measured and restrained in the expression of emotion. Kollwitz wasn't just depicting something that didn't belong in polite society -- untrammeled sorrow -- she was offering that same image as a symbol, or political icon. Women's pain was active and desperate, embodying the agony felt across a society riven by deep inequities and injustice.
Women's solidarity was powerful as well, and the only recourse for women who lost children to hunger, disease and war. In her second major print cycle, "Peasants War," the female figure with clenched hands becomes an active agent of social change, and again Kollwitz works doggedly to get the hands right. In the end, the figure known as Black Anna, the heroine of a 16th-century peasant revolt, holds her hands above her head, fingers slightly cupped, spurring on a desperate charge of peasants against oppressive power.
Her hands look a bit like those of a conductor, calling forth apocalyptic sounds from an orchestra. Kollwitz worked on this image in 1902 and 1903, around the same time that Gustav Mahler began working on his Symphony No. 6, which includes giant hammer blows in its last movement. That is a coincidence, but the two works share a superfluity of expressive power, an expressionism that isn't officially Expressionism, but still devastating in effect.
The revolutionary sentiments of "A Weavers' Revolt" and "Peasants War" gave way to pacifism after World War I. In another cycle, "War," she depicted women as mothers, not just grieving the losses of war, but bound together in self-defense. "The Mothers," yet another image over which she labored for ideal expression, shows women tightly clutching each other, cleaving to themselves in a circular mass of arms, hands and faces. One thinks of herd animals that will circle each other, insulating the vulnerable from outside prey. In some versions of this image, a child stares out of that protective enclosure of flesh and fabric, wide-eyed to see the mess men have made of the world.
Kollwitz worked primarily in monochrome, in prints, lithographs, etchings. She embraced the reach of these media and created some of her most distilled and evocative images in service to her political beliefs -- against war, especially. A 1923 poster, "Down With the Abortion Paragraphs!," shows a despairing woman with skeletal eyes, clutching a child to her chest, 50 years before the Supreme Court upheld the right of women to determine the well-being of their own bodies, and almost a century before it took that right away in 2022.
One can't experience the work of Kollwitz without thinking of other rights. Throughout her career, she asserted through her work the right to speak directly, clearly and unambiguously. American artists, especially African Americans, would embrace that in their art, sometimes echoing Kollwitz's works directly, more often embracing her fusion of iconography and political expression. Kollwitz's work circulated in this country in the 1920s and '30s, in left-wing journals and occasional exhibitions. Charles White and Elizabeth Catlett, both African American creators, championed Kollwitz in their own work and in teaching younger generations. Eventually, the tide would turn, and Kollwitz's refusal to cycle pain through abstraction or irony would be recognized as a heroic independence, part of the strength of character and purpose that flow from every image in this exhibition.

The Kathe Kollwitz installation will be on view at MoMA until July 20. (Jonathan Dorado/Museum of Modern Art)


Even as the Nazis shut down her access to galleries, patrons and audiences, and included her work in one version of their infamous Degenerate Art exhibition, Kollwitz continued to make art, including some of the most powerful of her career. The final images of the show, including harrowing self-portraits, seem to assert one last, inalienable artist right: the freedom to represent herself as she was, as she saw herself, as time and grief and aging had their way with her physical form.
As the Nazis created vast tracts of propaganda about motherhood and service, blond women cradling blond children beneath the protective gaze of blond men, she made images of herself, with thinning hair and sunken eyes, and lips tightly pursed together. She is isolated, exhausted and very likely in despair at what had become of the country she honored far better than the monsters who now ruled it. I never met her, but I told her image what I would have said if I had: Thank you for your service.
Kathe Kollwitz is on view at the Museum of Modern Art in New York through July 20. moma.org.
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