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Michael Cohen pressed on his crimes and lies as defense attacks key Trump hush money trial witness

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    AP is live from a courthouse in New York with prosecutors' hush money case against Donald Trump barreling toward its end. Michael Cohen, their star witness, will be back in the hot seat as defense lawyers try to chip away at his crucial testimony implicating the former president.
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    [image: Michael Cohen departs his apartment building on his way to Manhattan criminal court, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in New York. The prosecutors' star witness in the hush money case against former President Donald Trump is returning to the witness stand as defense lawyers try to chip away at Cohen's crucial testimony implicating the former president. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump appears at Manhattan criminal court before his trial in New York, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Jeenah Moon/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Tenn., left, and Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., listen as former President Donald Trump speaks to the press before his trial at Manhattan criminal court in New York, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Angela Weiss/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- With prosecutors' hush money case against Donald Trump barreling toward its end, defense lawyers pressed former attorney Michael Cohen on his criminal history and past lies Thursday as they worked to convince jurors not to believe the star witness' pivotal testimony.
Cohen was back in the hot seat for a third day of testimony as defense lawyers painted Trump's fixer-turned-foe as a spurned former employee who will say whatever it takes to put the presumptive Republican presidential nominee behind bars.

    
    What to know about Trump's hush money trial:

	Follow the AP's latest updates on Michael Cohen's cross-examination.
	A guide to terms used in the Trump trial.
	Trump is the first ex-president on criminal trial. Here's what to know about the hush money case.
	Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.



    


Cohen is prosecutors' final witness -- at least for now -- as they try to prove Trump schemed to suppress a damaging story he feared would torpedo his 2016 presidential campaign and then falsified business records to cover it up. Cohen's cross-examination is a crucial moment for Trump's team to try to chip away at Cohen's credibility, which could determine the former president's fate in the case.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Michael Cohen pressed on his crimes and lies as defense attacks key Trump hush money trial witness
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on Donald Trump as he enters court for another day of Michael Cohen's testimony.

    


    


Under questioning from defense attorney Todd Blanche, Cohen admitted to lying under oath when he pleaded guilty to federal charges, including tax fraud, in 2018 as well as lying to Congress about work he did on a Trump real estate deal in Russia.
"It was a lie? Correct?" Blanche asked Cohen about whether he lied to the late U.S. District Judge William H. Pauley III at a court hearing about not being pressured into pleading guilty.
"Correct," Cohen said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Over several days on the witness stand, Cohen placed Trump directly at the center of the alleged scheme to stifle negative stories to fend off damage to his White House bid. Cohen told jurors that Trump promised to reimburse him for the money he fronted and was constantly updated about efforts to silence women who alleged sexual encounters with him. Trump denies the women's claims.
Trump, who insists the prosecution is an effort to damage his campaign to reclaim the White House, says the payments to Cohen were properly categorized as legal expenses because Cohen was a lawyer. The defense has suggested that he was trying to protect his family, not his campaign, by squelching what he says were false, scurrilous claims.

    


"The crime is that they're doing this case," he told reporters Thursday before entering the courtroom, flanked by a group of congressional allies that included Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., and Rep. Bob Good, R-Va., the chairman of the hard-right House Freedom Caucus.




The former president has been joined at the courthouse in recent days by a slew of conservative supporters, including some considered potential vice presidential picks and others angling for future administration roles. House Speaker Mike Johnson appeared Tuesday.
Gaetz later posted a photo on social media of him standing behind Trump in court, with the words, "Standing back, and standing by, Mr. President." That is a phrase that the Proud Boys, an extremist group whose leaders were convicted of seditious conspiracy after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, have used since Trump, during a 2020 campaign debate, said: "Proud Boys, stand back and stand by."

    


While questioning Cohen, defense lawyers have not focused on the hush money scheme or the criminal charges at issue. Instead, they have peppered him with questions about his own misdeeds and his new persona as fierce Trump critic to attack Cohen's credibility and motivations.
Blanche confronted Cohen with profane social media posts, a podcast and books he wrote about the former president, getting Cohen to acknowledge that he has made millions of dollars off slamming Trump. In one clip played in court Thursday, Cohen could be heard using an expletive and saying he truly hopes "that this man ends up in prison."
"It won't bring back the year that I lost or the damage done to my family. But revenge is a dish best served cold," Cohen was heard saying. "You better believe that I want this man to go down."
Cohen acknowledged he has continued to attack Trump, even during the trial.
In one social media post cited by the defense attorney, Cohen called Trump an alliterative and explicit nickname, as well as an "orange-crusted ignoramus." Asked if he used the phrase, Cohen responded: "Sounds correct."

    


Cohen, in earlier testimony, told jurors how his life and relationship with Trump were upended after the FBI raided his office, apartment and hotel room in 2018. Trump initially showered him with affection on social media and predicted that Cohen would not "flip." Trump's tone changed when, months later, Cohen pleaded guilty to federal campaign-finance charges and implicated him in the hush money scheme. Trump was not charged with a crime related to the federal investigation.
Cohen also described a meeting in which he says he and Trump discussed with Allen Weisselberg, a former Trump Organization chief financial officer, how the reimbursements for Cohen's $130,000 hush money payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels would be paid as legal services over monthly installments. That's important because prosecutors say the reimbursements were falsely logged as legal expenses to conceal the payments' true purpose. 

    


Defense lawyers are expected to question Cohen through the end of the day on Thursday. Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg's office has said it will rest its case once he's done on the stand, though it could have an opportunity to call rebuttal witnesses if Trump's lawyers put on witnesses of their own.
The defense isn't obligated to call any witnesses, and it's unclear whether the attorneys will do so. Blanche told Judge Juan M. Merchan on Tuesday that the defense may call one expert witness and that there was still no determination on whether Trump would take the stand.
In any event, the trial will take Friday off so Trump can attend the high school graduation of his youngest son, Barron.
___
Richer reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Jill Colvin, Jake Offenhartz and Lisa Mascaro contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-trial-hush-money-michael-cohen-ec08be1219703deb3cd10604844deacb
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    [image: President Joe Biden speaks at a memorial service to honor law enforcement officers who've lost their lives in the past year, during National Police Week ceremonies at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: President Joe Biden, right, sitting next to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, speaks at the beginning of his meeting with the Combatant Commanders in the Cabinet Room of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, before hosting them for a dinner. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: FILE - Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during the 36th Annual Candlelight Vigil to honor the law enforcement officers who lost their lives in 2023, in Washington, on May 13, 2024. House Republicans are set to advance contempt of Congress charges against Garland for his refusal to turn over unredacted audio of a special counsel interview with President Joe Biden. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The White House has blocked the release of audio from President Joe Biden's interview with a special counsel about his handling of classified documents, arguing Thursday that Republicans in Congress only wanted the recordings "to chop them up" and use them for political purposes.
The dispute over access to the recordings is at the center of a Republican effort to hold Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress and more broadly to hinder the Democratic president's reelection effort in the final months of the closely contested campaign.
"The absence of a legitimate need for the audio recordings lays bare your likely goal -- to chop them up, distort them, and use them for partisan political purposes," White House counsel Ed Siskel wrote in a scathing letter to House Republicans ahead of scheduled votes by two House committees to refer Garland to the Justice Department for the contempt charges over the department's refusal to hand over the audio.

    


"Demanding such sensitive and constitutionally-protected law enforcement materials from the Executive Branch because you want to manipulate them for potential political gain is inappropriate," Siskel added.




Garland separately advised Biden in a letter made public Thursday that the audio falls within the scope of executive privilege, which protects a president's ability to obtain candid counsel from his advisers without fear of immediate public disclosure and to protect confidential communications relating to official responsibilities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Garland told reporters the Justice Department has gone to extraordinary lengths to provide information to the committees about special counsel Robert Hur's investigation, including a transcript of Biden's interview with Hur. But, Garland said, releasing the audio could jeopardize future sensitive and high-profile investigations. Officials have suggested handing over the tape could make future witnesses concerned about cooperating with investigators.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: White House blocks release of Biden's special counsel interview audio, says GOP is being political
    

    
    
    Speaking with reporters, Attorney General Merrick Garland says the audio from President Biden's special counsel interview that Republicans have requested will not be released.

    


    


"There have been a series of unprecedented and frankly unfounded attacks on the Justice Department," Garland said. "This request, this effort to use contempt as a method of obtaining our sensitive law enforcement files is just most recent." 
The Justice Department warned Congress that a contempt effort would create "unnecessary and unwarranted conflict," with Assistant Attorney General Carlos Uriarte saying: "It is the longstanding position of the executive branch held by administrations of both parties that an official who asserts the president's claim of executive privilege cannot be held in contempt of Congress. 
Siskel's letter to lawmakers comes after the uproar from Biden's aides and allies over Hur's comments about Biden's age and mental acuity, and it highlights concerns in a difficult election year over how potentially embarrassing moments from the lengthy interview could be exacerbated by the release, or selective release, of the audio. 
Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson slammed the White House's move, accusing Biden of suppressing the tape because he's afraid to have voters hear it during an election year.

    


"The American people will not be able to hear why prosecutors felt the President of the United States was, in Special Counsel Robert Hur's own words, an 'elderly man with a poor memory,' and thus shouldn't be charged," Johnson said the during a press conference on the House steps.
House Democrats plan to defend Biden's rationale during back-to-back hearings on Thursday, with plans to cite the massive trove of documents and witnesses who have been made available to Republicans as part of their more than yearlong probe into Biden and his family. 
The contempt effort is seen by Democrats as a last-ditch effort to keep Republicans' impeachment inquiry into Biden alive, despite a series of setbacks in recent months and flailing support for articles of impeachment within the GOP conference.
A transcript of the Hur interview showed Biden struggling to recall some dates and occasionally confusing some details -- something longtime aides says he's done for years in both public and private -- but otherwise showing deep recall in other areas. Biden and his aides are particularly sensitive to questions about his age. At 81, he's the oldest ever president, and he's seeking another four-year term.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: White House blocks release of Biden's special counsel interview audio, says GOP is being political
    

    
    
    At a news conference, House Speaker Mike Johnson says the American people will not get to hear the president's special counsel interview.

    


    


Hur, a former senior official in the Trump administration Justice Department, was appointed as a special counsel in January 2023 following the discovery of classified documents in multiple locations tied to Biden. 
Hur's report said many of the documents recovered at the Penn Biden Center in Washington, in parts of Biden's Delaware home and in his Senate papers at the University of Delaware were retained by "mistake."
But investigators did find evidence of willful retention and disclosure related a subset of records found in Biden's Wilmington, Delaware, house, including in a garage, an office and a basement den. 

    


The files pertain to a troop surge in Afghanistan during the Obama administration that Biden had vigorously opposed. Biden kept records that documented his position, including a classified letter to Obama during the 2009 Thanksgiving holiday. Some of that information was shared with a ghostwriter with whom he published memoirs in 2007 and 2017.
_____
Associated Press reporters Zeke Miller and Eric Tucker in Washington contributed. 
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US military says Gaza pier project is complete and aid will soon flow as Israel-Hamas war rages

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Ships anchored off the coast of Gaza Strip after US military announced it has completed a floating pier for delivering aid on Thursday. Officials are poised to begin ferrying badly needed humanitarian aid into the enclave besieged over seven months of intense fighting in the Israel-Hamas war. (AP video: Abdel Kareem Hana, Wafaa Shurafa)
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    [image: In this image provided by the U.S. Army, soldiers assigned to the 7th Transportation Brigade (Expeditionary) and sailors attached to the MV Roy P. Benavidez assemble the Roll-On, Roll-Off Distribution Facility (RRDF), or floating pier, off the shore of Gaza in the Mediterranean Sea on April 26, 2024. (U.S. Army via AP, File)]
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[image: A ship is seen off the coast of Gaza near a U.S.-built floating pier that will be used to facilitate aid deliveries, as seen from the central Gaza Strip, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: A ship is seen off the coast of Gaza near a U.S.-built floating pier that will be used to facilitate aid deliveries, as seen from the central Gaza Strip, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. military finished installing a floating pier off the Gaza Strip on Thursday, with officials poised to begin ferrying badly needed humanitarian aid into the enclave besieged over seven months of intense fighting in the Israel-Hamas war.
The final construction sets up a complicated delivery process more than two months after U.S. President Joe Biden ordered it to help starving Palestinians as Israeli restrictions on border crossings and heavy fighting prevent food and other supplies from making it into Gaza.
Fraught with logistical, weather and security challenges, the pier project -- expected to cost $320 million -- is designed to bolster the amount of aid getting into the Gaza Strip, but it is not considered a substitute for far cheaper deliveries by land that aid agencies say are much more sustainable.
The boatloads of aid will be deposited at a port facility built by the Israelis just southwest of Gaza City and then distributed by aid groups.





    


U.S. officials said Thursday as much as 500 tons of food will begin arriving on the Gaza shore within days and that the U.S. has closely coordinated with Israel on how to protect the ships and personnel working on the beach.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But there are still questions on how aid groups will safely operate in Gaza to distribute food to those who need it most, said Sonali Korde, assistant to the administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development's Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance, which is helping with logistics.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There is a very insecure operating environment" and aid groups are still struggling to get clearance for their planned movements in Gaza, Korde said. Those talks with the Israeli military "need to get to a place where humanitarian aid workers feel safe and secure and able to operate safely. And I don't think we're there yet."
Fighting between Israeli troops and Palestinian militants on the outskirts of the southern city of Rafah as well as Israel restarting combat operations in parts of northern Gaza have displaced some 700,000 people, U.N. officials say. Israel recently seized the key Rafah border crossing in its push against Hamas. 

    


Pentagon officials say the fighting isn't threatening the new shoreline aid distribution area, but they have made it clear that security conditions will be monitored closely and could prompt a shutdown of the maritime route, even just temporarily. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US military says Gaza pier project is complete and aid will soon flow as Israel-Hamas war rages
    

    
    
    In a teleconference, the U.S. Agency for International Developments' Sonali Korde says more work must be done with the Israeli military to keep humanitarian aid workers safe in Gaza.

    

Already, the site has been targeted by mortar fire during its construction, and Hamas has threatened to target any foreign forces who "occupy" the Gaza Strip.
The "protection of U.S. forces participating is a top priority. And as such, in the last several weeks, the United States and Israel have developed an integrated security plan to protect all the personnel," said Navy Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, a deputy commander at the U.S. military's Central Command. "We are confident in the ability of this security arrangement to protect those involved."
U.S. troops anchored the pier Thursday morning, Central Command said, stressing that none of its forces entered the Gaza Strip and would not during the pier's operations. It said trucks with aid would move ashore in the coming days and "the United Nations will receive the aid and coordinate its distribution into Gaza."

    


The World Food Program will be the U.N. agency handling the aid, officials said. 
Israeli forces will be in charge of security on shore, but there are also two U.S. Navy warships near the area, the USS Arleigh Burke and the USS Paul Ignatius. Both are destroyers equipped with a wide range of weapons and capabilities to protect American troops offshore and allies on the beach. 
The British logistics ship RFA Cardigan Bay will also provide support, Cooper said. 
Israeli military spokesman Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani confirmed that the pier had been attached and that Israeli engineering units had flattened ground around the area and surfaced roads for trucks.
"We have been working for months on full cooperation with (the U.S. military) on this project, facilitating it, supporting it in any way possible," Shoshani said. "It's a top priority in our operation."

    


The U.N., U.S. and international aid groups say Israel is allowing only a fraction of the normal pre-war deliveries of food and other supplies into Gaza since Hamas' attacks on Israel launched the war in October. Aid agencies say they are running out of food in southern Gaza and fuel is dwindling, while USAID and the World Food Program say famine has taken hold in Gaza's north. 
Israel says it places no limits on the entry of humanitarian aid and blames the U.N. for delays in distributing goods entering Gaza. The U.N. says fighting, Israeli fire and chaotic security conditions have hindered delivery. Under pressure from the U.S., Israel has in recent weeks opened a pair of crossings to deliver aid into hard-hit northern Gaza and said that a series of Hamas attacks on the main crossing, Kerem Shalom, have disrupted the flow of goods.

    


The first cargo ship loaded with food left Cyprus last week and the cargo was transferred to a U.S. military ship, the Roy P. Benavidez, which is off the coast of Gaza.
The installation of the floating pier several miles (kilometers) off the coast and of a causeway, which is now anchored to the beach, was delayed for nearly two weeks because of bad weather that made conditions too dangerous.
Military leaders have said the deliveries of aid will begin slowly to ensure the system works. They will start with about 90 truckloads of aid a day through the sea route, and that number will quickly grow to about 150 a day. But aid agencies say that isn't enough to avert famine in Gaza and must be just one part of a broader Israeli effort to open land corridors.
Because land crossings could bring in all the needed aid if Israeli officials allowed it, the U.S.-built pier-and-sea route "is a solution for a problem that doesn't exist," said Scott Paul, an associate director of the Oxfam humanitarian organization.
Under the new sea route, humanitarian aid is dropped off in Cyprus where it will undergo inspection and security checks at Larnaca port. It is then loaded onto ships and taken about 200 miles (320 kilometers) to the large floating pier built by the U.S. military off the Gaza coast.
There, the pallets are transferred onto trucks, driven onto smaller Army boats and then shuttled several miles (kilometers) to the causeway anchored to the beach. The trucks, which are being driven by personnel from another country, will go down the causeway into a secure area on land where they will drop off the aid and immediately turn around and return to the boats. 
Aid groups will collect the supplies for distribution on shore.
___
Associated Press writers Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Julia Frankel in Tel Aviv, Israel, and Tara Copp in Washington contributed to this report.
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House to vote on requiring delivery of bombs to Israel in GOP-led rebuke of Biden policies
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House was set Thursday to deliver a rebuke to President Joe Biden for pausing a shipment of bombs to Israel, voting on legislation that would seek to force the weapons transfer as Republicans worked to highlight Democratic divisions over the Israel-Hamas war.
Seeking to discourage Israel from its offensive on the crowded southern Gaza city of Rafah, the Biden administration this month put on hold a weapons shipment of 3,500 bombs -- some as large as 2,000 pounds -- that are capable of killing hundreds in populated areas. Republicans were outraged, accusing Biden of abandoning the closest U.S. ally in the Middle East.
Debate over the bill, rushed to the House floor by GOP leadership this week, showed Washington's deeply fractured outlook on the Israel-Hamas war. The White House and Democratic leadership have scrambled to rally support from a House caucus that ranges from moderates frustrated that the president would allow any daylight between the U.S. and Israel to progressives outraged that he is still sending any weapons at all. 

    


On the right, Republicans said the president had no business chiding Israel for how it uses the U.S.-manufactured weapons that are instrumental in its war against Hamas. They have not been satisfied with the Biden administration moving forward this week on a new $1 billion sale to Israel of tank ammunition, tactical vehicles and mortar rounds.




"We're beyond frustrated," Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell said. "I don't think we should tell the Israelis how to conduct their military campaign, period."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The House bill condemns Biden for initiating the pause on the bomb shipment and would withhold funding for the State Department, Department of Defense and the National Security Council until the delivery is made. 
The White House has said Biden would veto the bill if it passes Congress, and the Democratic-led Senate seems certain to reject it.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: House to vote on requiring delivery of bombs to Israel in GOP-led rebuke of Biden policies
    

    
    
    At a news conference, House Speaker Mike Johnson says President Biden is essentially refusing to help Israel.

    


    


"It's not going anywhere," Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said this week.
Republicans were undeterred as they tried to highlight Democratic divides on the Israel-Hamas war. Appearing on the Capitol steps ahead of voting Thursday morning, House Republican leaders argued that passage of the bill in the House would build pressure on Schumer and Biden.
"It is President Biden and Senator Schumer himself who are standing in the way of getting Israel the resources it desperately needs to defend itself," Speaker Mike Johnson said.
Biden placed the hold on the transfer of the bombs this month over concerns the weapons could inflict massive casualties in Rafah. The move underscored growing differences between his administration and Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government over its handling of the war.
Over 30,000 Palestinians in Gaza have been killed as Israel tries to eliminate Hamas in retaliation for its Oct. 7 attack that killed 1,200 people in Israel and took about 250 more captive. Hundreds of thousands of people could be at risk of death if Israel attacks Rafah, the United Nations humanitarian aid agency has warned, because so many have fled there for safety.

    


The heavy toll of the Israeli campaign has prompted intense protests on the left, including on university campuses nationwide and some aimed directly at Biden. At the same time, a group of moderate Democrats in Congress have expressed almost unconditional support for Israel. Roughly two dozen House Democrats last week signed onto a letter to the Biden administration saying they were "deeply concerned about the message" sent by pausing the bomb shipment.
Faced with the potential for a significant number of those Democrats voting for the GOP House bill, the White House has been in touch this week with lawmakers and congressional aides about the legislation, including with a classified briefing on the security situation.
House Democratic leadership has also worked hard to convince rank-and-file lawmakers to vote against the bill.
"This is another political stunt from the House GOP," said Rep. Katherine Clark, a Connecticut Democrat who is no. 2 in House leadership. She said the bill would endanger national security by withholding funding from key defense agencies. 

    


Rep. Gregory Meeks, the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, said he thought that "very few" Democrats would vote for the bill, saying it was more about political messaging than enacting actual law.
With the general election campaign coming into focus, Johnson has turned to advancing partisan bills, including legislation on immigration, local policing and antisemitism, that are intended to force Democrats into taking difficult votes.
On Thursday, several Democrats who have been openly critical of Biden's hold on the bomb shipment came out in opposition to the House bill.
Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, a Florida Democrat who signed onto the letter criticizing the pause, said she was voting against the bill because it threatened to defund U.S. national security programs.

    


"It's being done to score cheap political points," she said in a floor speech.
Still, other Democrats appeared likely to support the legislation. 
"The administration has been wavering so I'm going to vote for the bill when it comes to the floor," Rep. Ritchie Torres, a New York Democrat, said this week.
Another Democrat who has criticized the pause on the bomb shipment, Rep. Jared Moskowitz of Florida, said this week he was also considering the messages being sent to the Jewish community in the United States.
"My community right now is worried," he said. "Things don't happen in a vacuum."
Historically, the U.S. has sent enormous amounts of weaponry to Israel, and it has only accelerated those shipments after the Oct. 7 attack. But some progressives are pushing for an end to that relationship as they argue that Israel's campaign into Gaza amounts to genocide -- a characterization that the Biden administration has rejected.
"My fear is that our government and us as citizens, as taxpayers, we are going to be complicit in genocide," said Rep. Ilhan Omar, a Minnesota Democrat. "And that goes against everything we value as a nation."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-aid-biden-congress-735c8d40c3ea9985c65f1b53cbf68fc3
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Slovak authorities charge 'lone wolf' with assassination attempt on the prime minister

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico is in stable but serious condition on Thursday after being shot multiple times in an assassination attempt a day earlier, hospital and government officials said. (AP video by Philipp Jenne, Bela Szandelszky and Jan Gebert)
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    [image: Slovakia's Interior Minister Matus Sutaj Estok speaks during a joint press conference with Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister of Slovakia Robert Kalinak at the government headquarters in Bratislava, Slovakia, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico was in serious but stable condition Thursday, a hospital official said, after the populist leader was shot multiple times in an assassination attempt that shook the small country and reverberated across the continent weeks before European elections. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]
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[image: Police arrest a man after Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot and injured following the cabinet's away-from-home session in the town of Handlova, Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile. (Radovan Stoklasa/TASR via AP)]
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[image: People walk outside the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Slovakia's populist Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot multiple times and gravely wounded Wednesday, but his deputy prime minister said he believed Fico would survive. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico arrives for a cabinet's away-from-home session in the town of Handlova, Slovakia, Wednesday, May, 15, 2024. Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot and injured after the away-from-home government meeting in Handlova, according to information confirmed by Parliamentary Vice-Chair Lubos Blaha, who suspended the House session. (Radovan Stoklasa/TASR via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico arrives for a cabinet's away-from-home session in the town of Handlova, Slovakia, Wednesday, May, 15, 2024. Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot and injured after the away-from-home government meeting in Handlova, according to information confirmed by Parliamentary Vice-Chair Lubos Blaha, who suspended the House session. (Radovan Stoklasa/TASR via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 10
Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico arrives for a cabinet's away-from-home session in the town of Handlova, Slovakia, Wednesday, May, 15, 2024. Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot and injured after the away-from-home government meeting in Handlova, according to information confirmed by Parliamentary Vice-Chair Lubos Blaha, who suspended the House session. (Radovan Stoklasa/TASR via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister of Slovakia Robert Kalinak is surrounded by journalists after a press conference at the government headquarters in Bratislava, Slovakia, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico was in serious but stable condition Thursday, a hospital official said, after the populist leader was shot multiple times in an assassination attempt that shook the small country and reverberated across the continent weeks before European elections. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]
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[image: Rescue workers take Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, to a hospital in the town of Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Slovakia's populist Prime Minister Robert Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile. (Jan Kroslak/TASR via AP)]
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[image: Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister of Slovakia Robert Kalinak, center, speaks during a joint press conference with Slovakia's Interior Minister Matus Sutaj Estok, right, at the government headquarters in Bratislava, Slovakia, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico was in serious but stable condition Thursday, a hospital official said, after the populist leader was shot multiple times in an assassination attempt that shook the small country and reverberated across the continent weeks before European elections. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]
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[image: Slovakia's incumbent President Zuzana Caputova, right, and President elect Peter Pellegrini hold a joint press conference at the presidential palace in Bratislava, Slovakia, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico was in serious but stable condition Thursday, a hospital official said, after the populist leader was shot multiple times in an assassination attempt that shook the small country and reverberated across the continent weeks before European elections.(AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]
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[image: Hospital director Miriam Lapunikova speaks during a media briefing together with Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister of Slovakia Robert Kalinak, right, outside the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Slovakia's populist Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot multiple times and gravely wounded Wednesday, but his deputy prime minister said he believed Fico would survive. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: A man prays holding Slovakia's flag outside the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Slovakia's populist Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot multiple times and gravely wounded Wednesday, but his deputy prime minister said he believed Fico would survive. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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                                        BANSKA BYSTRICA, Slovakia (AP) -- Slovak authorities charged a man Thursday with attempting to assassinate Prime Minister Robert Fico, saying he acted alone in a politically motivated attack. Fico's pro-Russia views have contributed to deep divisions in the small European country that borders Ukraine. 
Fico, 59, was in serious but stable condition a day after being shot multiple times, a hospital official said. President-elect Peter Pellegrini said he spoke to Fico at the hospital and confirmed his condition "remains very serious."
The attempted assassination of Fico has shocked the nation and reverberated across the continent weeks ahead of European elections. While Pelligrini and President Zuzana Caputova urged people to dial back the sharp rhetoric that has characterized the political debate, some Fico allies took aim at Slovakia's media for contributing to the polarization. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Interior Minister Matus Sutaj Estok asked journalists to "reflect" on how they had covered Fico's policies. He referred to the suspect -- who was charged with premeditated murder -- as a "lone wolf" who did not belong to any political groups, though he said the attack itself was politically motivated.
"I can confirm that this person is not a member of any right-wing or left-wing radicalized party," Estok said. 
Fico has long been a divisive figure in Slovakia and beyond, and his return to power last year on a pro-Russian, anti-American message led to even greater worries among fellow European Union and NATO members that he would abandon his country's pro-Western course -- particularly on Ukraine. 
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    Ap correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the latest on the arrest of a suspect in the attempted assassination of Slovakia's Prime Minister.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At the start of Russia's invasion, Slovakia was one of Ukraine's staunchest supporters. Fico halted arms deliveries to Ukraine when he returned to power, his fourth time serving as prime minister.
Fico's government has also made efforts to overhaul public broadcasting -- a move critics said would result in the government's full control of public television and radio. That, coupled with his plans to amend the penal code to eliminate a special anti-graft prosecutor, have led opponents to worry that Fico will lead Slovakia down a more autocratic path. 

    


Thousands of demonstrators have repeatedly rallied in the capital and around the country of 5.4 million to protest his policies. 
Slovak police have provided little information on the identity of the suspect. But unconfirmed media reports suggested he was a 71-year-old retiree who was known as an amateur poet, and may have previously worked as a security guard at a mall in the country's southwest.
At a news conference on Thursday following a meeting of Slovakia's Security Council, government ministers gave more details about the man, while still not naming him. 
Estok said the suspect cited his dissatisfaction with several of Fico's policies as motivation for the attack. The minister said presidential elections in the spring prompted the assault, and that the suspect had attended a recent anti-government protest.
"I can confirm to you that the reason it was a politically motivated, attempted premeditated murder is as the suspect himself said: the media information that he had at his disposal," he said. "I think each of you can reflect on the way you presented it."

    


At the same news conference, Deputy Prime Minister Robert Kalinak also blamed the media for tensions in the country. 
The tenor of those remarks stood in contrast to a news conference earlier in the day when the country's outgoing and next presidents -- political rivals -- appeared together in an appeal for Slovaks to overcome their increasingly tense political differences.
"Let us step out of the vicious circle of hatred and mutual accusations," said Caputova, the outgoing president and a rival of Fico's. 
Pellegrini, the president-elect, called on political parties to suspend or scale back their campaigns for European elections, which will be held June 6-9.
"If there is anything that the people of Slovakia urgently need today, it is at least basic agreement and unity among the Slovak political representation. And if not consensus, then please, at least civilized ways of discussing among each other," Pelligrini said. 

    


Fico said last month on Facebook that he believed rising tensions in the country could lead to the murder of politicians, and he blamed the media for fueling tensions. 
Grigorij Meseznikov, a political scientist who heads the Institute for Public Affairs think tank in Bratislava, said he disagreed that media played any role in inciting violence against Fico. "We have very good and independent media in Slovakia," he said. "The media is doing its job."
Before Fico returned to power last year, many of his political and business associates were the focus of police investigations, and dozens have been charged. 
His plan to overhaul of the penal system would eliminate the office of the special prosecutor that deals with organized crime, corruption and extremism.

    


Zuzana Eliasova, a resident of the capital, Bratislava, said the attack on Fico was a "shock" to the nation and an attack on democracy.
"I believe that a lot of people or even the whole society will look into their conscience, because the polarization here has been huge among all different parts of society," she said.
Doctors performed a five-hour operation on Fico, who was initially reported to be in life-threatening condition, according to director of the F.D. Roosevelt Hospital in Banska Bystrica, Miriam Lapunikova. He is being treated in an intensive care unit.
Five shots were fired as Fico was greeting supporters at an event Wednesday in the former coal mining town of Handlova, nearly 140 kilometers (85 miles) northeast of the capital, government officials said.
Fico returned to power in Slovakia last year after having previously served three terms as prime minister. He and his Smer party have most often been described as left-populist, though he has also been compared to politicians on the right like the nationalist prime minister of neighboring Hungary, Viktor Orban. 
Condemnation of the attack came from both Fico's allies and adversaries abroad. On Wednesday, Russian President Vladimir Putin sent a message to President Caputova, expressing his support and wishing the prime minister a fast and full recovery.
"This atrocious crime cannot be justified," Putin said in the message released by the Kremlin. "I know Robert Fico as a courageous and strong-willed person. I truly hope these personal qualities will help him overcome this harsh situation."
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy also denounced the violence against a neighboring country's head of government.
"Every effort should be made to ensure that violence does not become the norm in any country, form or sphere," he said. 
___
Josek and Jenne reported from Bratislava, Slovakia. Associated Press journalists Jan Gebert in Banska Bystrica, Slovakia, Karel Janicek in Prague, and Vanessa Gera in Warsaw, contributed to this report. 
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Supreme Court sides with the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, spurning a conservative attack
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday rejected a conservative-led attack that could have undermined the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.
The justices ruled 7-2 that the way the CFPB is funded does not violate the Constitution, reversing a lower court and drawing praises from consumers. Justice Clarence Thomas wrote the majority opinion, splitting with his frequent allies, Justices Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch, who dissented.
The CFPB was created after the 2008 financial crisis to regulate mortgages, car loans and other consumer finance. The case was brought by payday lenders who object to a bureau rule that limits their ability to withdraw funds directly from borrowers' bank accounts. It's among several major challenges to federal regulatory agencies on the docket this term for a court that has for more than a decade been open to limits on their operations.

    


The CFPB, the brainchild of Democratic Sen. Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, has long been opposed by Republicans and their financial backers. The bureau says it has returned $19 billion to consumers since its creation.




Outside the Supreme Court following the decision, Warren said, "The Supreme Court followed the law, and the CFPB is here to stay."
President Joe Biden, a fellow Democrat who has taken steps to strengthen the bureau, called the ruling "an unmistakable win for American consumers."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Unlike most federal agencies, the consumer bureau does not rely on the annual budget process in Congress. Instead, it is funded directly by the Federal Reserve, with a current annual limit of around $600 million.
The federal appeals court in New Orleans, in a novel ruling, held that the funding violated the Constitution's appropriations clause because it improperly shields the CFPB from congressional supervision.
Thomas reached back to the earliest days of the Constitution in his majority opinion to note that "the Bureau's funding mechanism fits comfortably with the First Congress' appropriations practice."

    


In dissent, Alito wrote, "The Court upholds a novel statutory scheme under which the powerful Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) may bankroll its own agenda without any congressional control or oversight."
The CFPB case was argued more than seven months ago, during the first week of the court's term. Lopsided decisions like Thursday's 7-2 vote typically don't take so long, but Alito's dissent was longer than the majority opinion, and two other justices, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson, wrote separate opinions even though they both were part of the majority.
Consumer groups cheered the decision, as did a bureau spokesman.
"For years, lawbreaking companies and Wall Street lobbyists have been scheming to defund essential consumer protection enforcement," bureau spokesman Sam Gilford said in a statement. "The Supreme Court has rejected their radical theory that would have devastated the American financial markets. The Court repudiated the arguments of the payday loan lobby and made it clear that the CFPB is here to stay."

    


Jesse Van Tol, president and CEO of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition, said the decision upholding the consumer bureau's funding structure would have positive effects across the U.S. economy.
"It's always nice to see the courts get something right -- especially in this tawdry circumstance where payday loan predators sought to wriggle out of basic oversight using absurd distortions of law and fact," Van Tol said in a statement.
While the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and some other business interests backed the payday lenders, mortgage bankers and other sectors regulated by the CFPB cautioned the court to avoid a broad ruling that could unsettle the markets.
In 2020, the court decided another CFPB case, ruling that Congress had improperly insulated the head of the bureau from removal. The justices said the director could be replaced by the president at will but allowed the bureau to continue to operate.
___
This story has been corrected to show the bureau spokesman's surname is Gilford, not Goldford or Gifford.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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Justice Department formally moves to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous drug in historic shift

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Cannabis clones are displayed for customers at Home Grown Apothecary, April 19, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The Justice Department has formally moved to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous drug in a historic shift to generations of drug policy in the United States. A proposed rule sent Thursday to the federal register recognizes the medical uses of cannabis and acknowledge it has less potential for abuse than some of the nation's most dangerous drugs. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Justice Department on Thursday formally moved to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous drug in a historic shift in generations of U.S. drug policy. 
A proposed rule sent to the federal register recognizes the medical uses of cannabis and acknowledges it has less potential for abuse than some of the nation's most dangerous drugs. The plan approved by Attorney General Merrick Garland does not legalize marijuana outright for recreational use.
The Drug Enforcement Administration will take public comment on the proposal to move marijuana away from its current classification as a Schedule I drug, alongside heroin and LSD. It moves pot to Schedule III, alongside ketamine and some anabolic steroids.
The move comes after a recommendation from the federal Health and Human Services Department, which launched a review of the drug's status at the urging of President Joe Biden in 2022.





    


Biden also has moved to pardon thousands of people convicted federally of simple possession of marijuana and has called on governors and local leaders to take similar steps to erase convictions.
"This is monumental," Biden said in a video statement, calling it an important move toward reversing longstanding inequities. "Far too many lives have been upended because of a failed approach to marijuana, and I'm committed to righting those wrongs. You have my word on it."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The election year announcement could help Biden, a Democrat, boost flagging support, particularly among younger voters. 
The notice of proposed rulemaking submitted to the federal register kicks off a 60-day comment period followed by a possible review from an administrative judge, a potentially lengthy process. 
Biden and a growing number of lawmakers from both major political parties have been pushing for the DEA decision as marijuana has become increasingly decriminalized and accepted, particularly by younger people. 

    


The U.S. Cannabis Council, a trade group, applauded the proposed change, saying it would "signal a tectonic shift away from the failed policies of the last 50 years."
The available data reviewed by HHS shows that while marijuana "is associated with a high prevalence of abuse," that potential is more in line with other schedule III substances, according to the proposed rule.
The HHS recommendations are binding until the draft rule is submitted, and Garland agreed with it for the purposes of starting the process.
Still, the DEA has not yet formed its own determination as to where marijuana should be scheduled, and it expects to learn more during the rulemaking process, the document states. 
Schedule III drugs are still controlled substances and subject to rules and regulations, and people who traffic in them without permission could still face federal criminal prosecution. 
Some critics argue the DEA shouldn't change course on marijuana, saying rescheduling isn't necessary and could lead to harmful side effects. Others argue marijuana should be treated the way alcohol is. 
Federal drug policy has lagged behind many states in recent years, with 38 states having already legalized medical marijuana and 24 legalizing its recreational use. That's helped fuel fast growth in the marijuana industry, with an estimated worth of nearly $30 billion.

    


Easing federal regulations could reduce the tax burden that can be 70% or more for marijuana businesses, according to industry groups. It also could make it easier to research marijuana, since it's very difficult to conduct authorized clinical studies on Schedule I substances.
___
Associated Press writers Zeke Miller in Washington and Joshua Goodman in Miami contributed to this report. 
___
Follow the AP's coverage of marijuana at https://apnews.com/hub/marijuana.
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US prisoners are being assigned dangerous jobs. But what happens if they are hurt or killed?
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            Prisoners do some of the most dangerous jobs often without the most basic protections

        
        
            An Associated Press investigation into prison labor in the United States found that prisoners who are hurt or killed on the job are often being denied the rights and protections offered to other American workers. (AP video: Robert Bumsted, Eugene Garcia)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Prisoners do some of the most dangerous jobs often without the most basic protections
An Associated Press investigation into prison labor in the United States found that prisoners who are hurt or killed on the job are often being denied the rights and protections offered to other American workers. (AP video: Robert Bumsted, Eugene Garcia)
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    [image: Blas Sanchez prepares to put on a prosthetic Friday, Jan. 26, 2024, in Winslow, Ariz.Sanchez's leg was mutilated while working near the chicken manure chute as a prison laborer at Hickman's Family Farms in 2015 in Tonopah, Ariz. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: This 2015 photo shows first responders as they work to free Blas Sanchez from an auger that snagged and mutilated his right leg, at Hickman's Family Farms, in Tonopah, Ariz. Nationwide, prisoners are increasingly being placed in dangerous jobs, sometimes with little or no training. They are part of a labor system that, often by design, largely denies them basic rights and protections guaranteed to other American workers. (Provided by Blas Sanchez via AP)]
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[image: Blas Sanchez makes his way through a room in his home, Friday, Jan. 26, 2024, in Winslow, Ariz. Sanchez's leg was mutilated while working near the chicken manure chute as a prison laborer at Hickman's Family Farms in 2015 in Tonopah, Ariz. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Crystal Adams, wearing orange to identify her as a prison worker, inspects eggs as she works as an order runner at Hickman's Family Farm egg-packaging operation in Tonopah, Ariz., Thursday, March 14, 2024. In many states, prisoners are denied everything from disability benefits to protections guaranteed by OSHA or state agencies that ensure safe and healthy conditions for laborers. In Arizona, for instance, the state occupational safety division doesn't have the authority to pursue cases involving inmate deaths or injuries. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Hickman's Family Farm employee Ramona Sullins speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at Hickman's Family Farm in Buckeye, Ariz., Thursday, March 14, 2024. Sullins worked more than eight years at Hickman's while incarcerated and then after being released. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: A prison worker, wearing orange, stacks cartons of eggs onto a cart at Hickman's Family Farm egg-packaging operation in Tonopah, Ariz., Thursday, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Hickman's Family Farm vice president Billy Hickman speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at Hickman's Family Farm in Buckeye, Ariz., Thursday, March 14, 2024. Hickman said that the farm has hired more than 10,000 incarcerated workers over nearly three decades, with their safety being a top priority. Because they aren't eligible for protections like workers' comp, he said the company took steps to limit its exposure to lawsuits partially driven by what he described as zealous attorneys. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: FILE - Inmate firefighters walk along Highway 120 after a burnout operation during the Rim Fire near Yosemite National Park, Calif., on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2013. California currently has about 1,250 prisoners trained to fight fires and has used them since the 1940s. It pays its "Angels in Orange" $2.90 to $5.12 a day, plus an extra $1 an hour when they work during emergencies. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Feb. 25, 2016 still frame from video provided by KABC-TV, a Los Angeles County Fire Department helicopter lifts an inmate firefighter after she was injured fighting a brush fire in the Santa Monica Mountains above Malibu, Calif. California corrections officials say the firefighter, identified as Shawna Lynn Jones, died Friday, Feb. 26, a day after she was struck by a large rock while working the fire. (KABC-TV via AP) MANDATORY CREDIT TV OUT]
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[image: This undated photo shows Shawna Lynn Jones who died in 2016 a day after she was struck by a large rock while fighting a wildfire as an inmate firefighter in Malibu, Calif. Diana Baez, Jones' mother, said her daughter loved being a firefighter and was treated as a fallen hero, but noted that even though she was on life support in the hospital and never regained consciousness, "When I walked behind the curtain, she was still handcuffed to that damn gurney." (Diana Baez via AP)]
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[image: Rebecca Leavitt poses for a portrait at her home Monday, April 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. Leavitt was part of a Nevada wildfire crew sent to mop up a wildfire hotspot. A class-action lawsuit resulted in a $340,000 settlement and better training and equipment going forward. Rebecca Leavitt said when she and her all-woman team arrived at the site with only classroom training, they did a "hot foot dance" on smoldering embers as their boss yelled "Get back in there!" One crew member's burned-up boots were duct-taped back together, while others cried out in pain as their socks melted to their feet during a nine-hour shift that paid about $1 an hour. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: FILE - Inmate firefighters cut down trees along the Highway 29 as wildfires continue to burn Thursday, Oct. 12, 2017, near Calistoga, Calif. California currently has about 1,250 prisoners trained to fight fires and has used them since the 1940s. It pays its "Angels in Orange" $2.90 to $5.12 a day, plus an extra $1 an hour when they work during emergencies. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: Kandy Fuelling poses for a portrait in Colorado Springs, Colo. on Sunday, August 20, 2023. Fuelling was badly injured while working a prison work release job at a saw mill in Pueblo, Colo.. (AP Photo/Robert Bumsted)]
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[image: Eight-year-old Estella Snyder, accompanied by her mother, Ashley Snyder, and grandparents Jackie and Brian Baraniak pose for a photograph with an image of her deceased father, Matthew Baraniak, in Halifax, Pa., Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Across the country, it's not uncommon for the relatives of prisoners who died on the job to struggle with determining who's liable. When workers' compensation is offered, the amount awarded is typically determined by the size of the worker's paycheck and usually closes the door on future wrongful death suits. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Eight-year-old Estella Snyder has a snack with her mother Ashley Snyder in Halifax, Pa., Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Across the country, it's not uncommon for the relatives of prisoners who died on the job to struggle with determining who's liable. When workers' compensation is offered, the amount awarded is typically determined by the size of the worker's paycheck and usually closes the door on future wrongful death suits. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 21 | Eight-year-old Estella Snyder has a snack with her mother Ashley Snyder in Halifax, Pa., Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Across the country, it's not uncommon for the relatives of prisoners who died on the job to struggle with determining who's liable. When workers' compensation is offered, the amount awarded is typically determined by the size of the worker's paycheck and usually closes the door on future wrongful death suits. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 21
Eight-year-old Estella Snyder has a snack with her mother Ashley Snyder in Halifax, Pa., Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Across the country, it's not uncommon for the relatives of prisoners who died on the job to struggle with determining who's liable. When workers' compensation is offered, the amount awarded is typically determined by the size of the worker's paycheck and usually closes the door on future wrongful death suits. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Search and rescue crews work at the Mayfield Consumer Products candle factory early Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021 in Mayfield, Ky. Tornadoes and severe weather caused catastrophic damage across multiple states, killing several people overnight. (Ryan C. Hermens/Lexington Herald-Leader via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 21 | FILE - Search and rescue crews work at the Mayfield Consumer Products candle factory early Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021 in Mayfield, Ky. Tornadoes and severe weather caused catastrophic damage across multiple states, killing several people overnight. (Ryan C. Hermens/Lexington Herald-Leader via AP, File)
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[image: Marco Sanchez walks the streets of Paducah, Ky., on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, after being released from McCracken County Jail. Sanchez risked his life to pull fellow employees from the debris of the Kentucky candle factory which was destroyed by a tornado in 2021 where he was on work release. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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[image: Marco Sanchez speaks during an interview after being released from the McCracken County Jail on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, in Paducah, Ky. Sanchez risked his life to pull fellow employees from the debris of the Kentucky candle factory which was destroyed by a tornado in 2021 where he was on work release. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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Marco Sanchez speaks during an interview after being released from the McCracken County Jail on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, in Paducah, Ky. Sanchez risked his life to pull fellow employees from the debris of the Kentucky candle factory which was destroyed by a tornado in 2021 where he was on work release. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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[image: Crystal Allen embraces her son, Martin Allen, upon her release from the Arizona State Prison Complex - Perryville in Goodyear, Ariz., April 18, 2023. Though prisoners working for private companies often are paid minimum wage, some state corrections departments and their prison industries' arms garnish more than 60 percent of workers' earnings. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-Mills)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 21 | Crystal Allen embraces her son, Martin Allen, upon her release from the Arizona State Prison Complex - Perryville in Goodyear, Ariz., April 18, 2023. Though prisoners working for private companies often are paid minimum wage, some state corrections departments and their prison industries' arms garnish more than 60 percent of workers' earnings. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-Mills)
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Crystal Allen embraces her son, Martin Allen, upon her release from the Arizona State Prison Complex - Perryville in Goodyear, Ariz., April 18, 2023. Though prisoners working for private companies often are paid minimum wage, some state corrections departments and their prison industries' arms garnish more than 60 percent of workers' earnings. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-Mills)
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[image: Crystal Allen speaks during an interview with the Associated Press a couple of days after her release from prison in Phoenix, Ariz., April 20, 2023. Though prisoners working for private companies often are paid minimum wage, some state corrections departments and their prison industries' arms garnish more than 60 percent of workers' earnings. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-Mills)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 21 | Crystal Allen speaks during an interview with the Associated Press a couple of days after her release from prison in Phoenix, Ariz., April 20, 2023. Though prisoners working for private companies often are paid minimum wage, some state corrections departments and their prison industries' arms garnish more than 60 percent of workers' earnings. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-Mills)
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Crystal Allen speaks during an interview with the Associated Press a couple of days after her release from prison in Phoenix, Ariz., April 20, 2023. Though prisoners working for private companies often are paid minimum wage, some state corrections departments and their prison industries' arms garnish more than 60 percent of workers' earnings. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-Mills)
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[image: Blas Sanchez talks with his step grandson, Mauricio, at a motel he owns and operates, Friday, Jan. 26, 2024, in Winslow, Ariz. Sanchez's right leg was mutilated while working near the chicken manure chute as a prison laborer at Hickman's Family Farms in 2015 in Tonopah, Ariz. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Blas Sanchez was nearing the end of a 20-year stretch in an Arizona prison when he was leased out to work at Hickman's Family Farms, which sells eggs that have ended up in the supply chains of huge companies like McDonald's, Target and Albertsons. While assigned to a machine that churns chicken droppings into compost, his right leg got pulled into a chute with a large spiraling augur. 
"I could hear 'crunch, crunch, crunch, crunch,'" Sanchez said. "I couldn't feel anything, but I could hear the crunch."
He recalled frantically clawing through mounds of manure to tie a tourniquet around his bleeding limb. He then waited for what felt like hours while rescuers struggled to free him so he could be airlifted to a hospital. His leg was amputated below the knee. 
Nationwide, hundreds of thousands of prisoners are put to work every year, some of whom are seriously injured or killed after being given dangerous jobs with little or no training, The Associated Press found. They include prisoners fighting wildfires, operating heavy machinery or working on industrial-sized farms and meat-processing plants tied to the supply chains of leading brands. These men and women are part of a labor system that - often by design - largely denies them basic rights and protections guaranteed to other American workers. 
The findings are part of a broader two-year AP investigation that linked some of the world's largest and best-known companies - from Cargill and Walmart to Burger King - to prisoners who can be paid pennies an hour or nothing at all. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prison labor began during slavery and exploded as incarceration rates soared, disproportionately affecting people of color. As laws have steadily changed to make it easier for private companies to tap into the swelling captive workforce, it has grown into a multibillion-dollar industry that operates with little oversight. 
Laws in some states spell it out clearly: Prisoners aren't classified as employees, whether they're working inside correctional facilities or for outside businesses through prison contracts or work-release programs. That can exclude them from workers' compensation benefits, along with state and federal laws that set minimum standards for health and safety on the job. 
It's almost impossible to know how many incarcerated workers are hurt or killed each year, partly because they often don't report injuries, fearing retaliation or losing privileges like contact with their families. Privacy laws add to the challenges of obtaining specific data. In California, for instance, more than 700 work-related injuries were recorded between 2018 and 2022 in the state's prison industries program, but the documents provided to the AP were heavily redacted.
At Hickman's Family Farms, logs obtained by the AP from Arizona's corrections department listed about 250 prison worker injuries during the same time frame. Most were minor, but some serious cases ranged from deep cuts and sliced-off fingertips to smashed hands. 
"They end up being mangled in ways that will affect them for the rest of their lives," said Joel Robbins, a lawyer who has represented several prisoners hired by Hickman's. "If you're going to come out with a good resume, you should come out with two hands and two legs and eyes to work."
The AP requested comment from the companies it identified as having connections to prison labor. Most did not respond, but Cargill -- the largest private company in the U.S. with $177 billion in revenue last year -- said it was continuing to work "to ensure there is no prison labor in our extended supplier network." Others said they were looking for ways to take action without disrupting crucial supply chains. 
Prisoners across the country can be sentenced to hard labor, forced to work and punished if they refuse, including being sent to solitary confinement. They cannot protest against poor conditions, and it's usually difficult for them to sue.
Most jobs are inside prisons, where inmates typically earn a few cents an hour doing things like laundry and mopping floors. The limited outside positions often pay minimum wage, but some states deduct up to 60% off the top.
In Arizona, jobs at Hickman's are voluntary and often sought after, not just for the money, but also because employment and affordable housing are offered upon release.
During a daylong guided tour of the company's egg-packaging operations and housing units, two brothers who run the family business stressed to an AP reporter that safety and training are top priorities. Several current and formerly incarcerated workers there praised the company, which markets eggs with brand names like Land O' Lakes, Eggland's Best and Hickman's, and have been sold everywhere from Safeway to Kroger.
"We work on a farm with machinery and live animals, so it is important to follow the instructions," said Ramona Sullins, who has been employed by Hickman's for more than eight years before and after her release from prison. "I have heard and seen of people being hurt, but when they were hurt, they weren't following the guidelines."
AP reporters spoke with more than 100 current and former prisoners across the country - along with family members of workers who were killed - about various prison labor jobs. Roughly a quarter of them related stories involving injuries or deaths, from severe burns and traumatic head wounds to severed body parts. Reporters also talked to lawyers, researchers and experts, and combed through thousands of documents, including the rare lawsuits that manage to wind their way through the court system.
While many of the jobs are hidden, others are in plain view, like prisoners along busy highways doing road maintenance. In Alabama alone, at least three men have died since 2015, when 21-year-old Braxton Moon was hit by a tractor-trailer that swerved off the interstate. The others were killed while picking up trash.
In many states, laws mandate that prisoners be deployed during emergencies and disasters for jobs like hazardous material cleanup or working on the frontlines of hurricanes while residents evacuate. They're also sent to fight fires, filling vital worker shortage gaps, including in some rural communities in Georgia where incarcerated firefighters are paid nothing as the sole responders for everything from car wrecks to medical emergencies.
California currently has about 1,250 prisoners trained to fight fires and has used them since the 1940s. It pays its "Angels in Orange" $2.90 to $5.12 a day, plus an extra $1 an hour when they work during emergencies. 
When a brush fire broke out in 2016, Shawna Lynn Jones and her crew were sent to the wealthy Malibu beach community near California's rugged Pacific Coast Highway, which was built by prisoners a century ago. The 22-year-old, who had just six weeks left on her sentence for a nonviolent crime, died after a boulder fell 100 feet from a hillside onto her head - one of 10 incarcerated firefighters killed in the state since 1989. 
Unlike many places, California does offer workers' compensation to prisoners, which Jones' mother, Diana Baez, said covered hospital expenses and the funeral. 
Baez said her daughter loved being a firefighter and was treated as a fallen hero, but noted that even though she was on life support and never regained consciousness, "When I walked behind the curtain, she was still handcuffed to that damn gurney."
The California corrections department said prisoners must pass a physical skills test to participate in the program, which "encourages incarcerated people to commit to positive change and self-improvement." But inmates in some places across the country find it can be extremely difficult to transfer their firefighting skills to outside jobs upon their release due to their criminal records.

    


In most states, public institutions are not liable for incarcerated workers' injuries or deaths. But in a case last year, the American Civil Liberties Union represented a Nevada crew sent to mop up a wildfire hotspot. It resulted in a $340,000 settlement that was split eight ways, as well as assurances of better training and equipment going forward.
Rebecca Leavitt said when she and her all-woman team arrived at the site with only classroom training, they did a "hot foot dance" on smoldering embers as their boss yelled "Get back in there!" One crew member's burned-up boots were duct-taped back together, she said, while others cried out in pain as their socks melted to their feet during nine hours on the ground that paid about $1 an hour. 
Two days later, Leavitt said the women finally were taken to an outside hospital, where doctors carved dead skin off the bottoms of their feet, which had sustained second-degree burns. Because they were prisoners, they were denied pain medicine.
"They treated us like we were animals or something," said Leavitt, adding that the women were afraid to disobey orders in the field or report their injuries for fear they could be sent to a higher-security facility. "The only reason why any of us had to tell them was because we couldn't walk."
Officials at Nevada's Department of Corrections did not respond to requests for comment.
Chris Peterson, the ACLU lawyer who brought the women's lawsuit, said Nevada's Legislature has passed laws making it harder for injured prisoners to receive compensation. He noted that the state Supreme Court ruled five years ago that an injured firefighter could receive the equivalent of only about 50 cents a day in workers' compensation based on how much he earned in prison, instead of the set minimum wage.
"At the end of the day," Peterson said, "the idea is that if I get my finger lopped off, if I am an incarcerated person working as a firefighter, I am entitled to less relief than if I am a firefighter that's not incarcerated." 
"HELP ME! HELP ME!"
A loophole in the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution passed after the Civil War makes forced labor legal, abolishing slavery except "as punishment for a crime." Efforts are underway to challenge that language at the federal level, and nearly 20 states are working to bring the issue before voters. 
Today, about 2 million people are locked up in the U.S. - more than almost any country in the world - a number that began spiking in the 1980s when tough-on-crime laws were passed. More than 800,000 prisoners have some kind of job, from serving food inside facilities to working outside for private companies, including work-release assignments everywhere from KFC to Tyson Foods poultry plants. They're also employed at state and municipal agencies, and at colleges and nonprofit organizations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


     
    
        Prisoners are among America's most vulnerable workers. Since they are not  "employees," the AP found they are denied basic workplace rights and protections. (AP Video)
    



            

        

    

Few critics believe all prison jobs should be eliminated, but they say work should be voluntary and prisoners should be fairly paid and treated humanely. Correctional officials and others running work programs across the country respond that they place a heavy emphasis on training and that injuries are taken seriously. Many prisoners see work as a welcome break from boredom and violence inside their facilities and, in some places, it can help shave time off sentences. 
In many states, prisoners are denied everything from disability benefits to protections guaranteed by the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration or state agencies that ensure safe conditions for laborers. In Arizona, for instance, the state occupational safety division doesn't have the authority to pursue cases involving inmate deaths or injuries.
Strikes by prisoners seeking more rights are rare and have been quickly quashed. And the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that inmates cannot join or form unions. They also can't call an ambulance or demand to be taken to a hospital, even if they suffer a life-threatening injury on the job.
The barriers for those who decide to sue can be nearly insurmountable, including finding a lawyer willing to take the case. That's especially true after the federal Prison Litigation Reform Act was passed almost three decades ago to stem a flood of lawsuits that accompanied booming prison populations. 
Kandy Fuelling learned that all too well after being gravely injured in 2015 while assigned to work at a Colorado sawmill. She said her lawyer never met with her face-to-face and her suit was dismissed after a court ruled she could not sue state entities, leaving her with zero compensation. 
Fuelling, who said she received only a few hours of training at the Pueblo mill, was feeding a conveyor belt used to make pallets when a board got stuck. She said she asked another prisoner if the machinery was turned off, but was told by her manager to "hurry up" and dislodge the jam. She crawled under the equipment and tugged at a piece of splintered lumber. Suddenly, the blade jolted back to life and spiraled toward her head.

    


"That saw went all the way through my hard hat. ... I'm screaming 'Help me! Help me!' but no one can hear me because everything is running," Fuelling said. "All I remember is thinking, 'Oh my God, I think it just cut my head off.'" 
With no first aid kit available, fellow prisoners stuck sanitary pads on her gushing wound and ushered her into a van. But instead of being driven to a nearby emergency room, she was taken to the prison for evaluation. The 5-inch gash, which pierced her skull, eventually was sewn up at an outside hospital.
Despite being dizzy and confused, she said she was put back to work soon after in the prison's laundry room and received almost no treatment for months, even when her wound oozed green pus. She said she had privileges stripped and eventually was diagnosed with MRSA, an antibiotic-resistant infection. She still suffers short-term memory loss and severe headaches, she said.

The Colorado Department of Corrections had no comment when asked about prisoner training and medical treatment for those injured on the job.
While prisoners have access to low-cost care in correctional facilities nationwide, a typical co-pay of $2 to $5 per visit can be unaffordable for those earning next to nothing. Many inmates say it's not worth it because the care they receive is often so poor.
Class-action lawsuits have been filed in several states - including Illinois, Idaho, Delaware and Mississippi - alleging everything from needless pain and suffering to deliberate medical neglect and lack of treatment for diseases like hepatitis C.
Some prisoners' conditions worsened even after getting care for their injuries.
In Georgia, a prison kitchen worker's leg was amputated after he fell on a wet floor, causing a small cut above his ankle. He was susceptible to infection as a diabetic, but doctors in the infirmary did not stop the wound from festering, according to a lawsuit that was handwritten and filed by the prisoner. It was an unusual case where the state settled - for $550,000 - which kept the prison medical director from going to trial.

    
    In the first part of a sweeping two-year investigation, The Associated Press found that goods these prisoners produce wind up in the supply chains of a dizzying array of products found in most American kitchens, from Frosted Flakes and Ball Park hot dogs to Coca-Cola.


    


Noah Moore, who lost a finger while working at Hickman's egg farm in Arizona, had a second finger later amputated due to what he said was poor follow-up treatment in prison after surgery at a hospital. That's in a state where a federal judge ruled two years ago that the prison medical care was unconstitutional and "plainly, grossly inadequate."
"I think the healing hurt worse than the actual accident," Moore said.
The Arizona corrections department would not comment on injuries that occurred during a previous administration, but said prisoners have access to all necessary medical care. The department also stressed the importance of workplace safety training. 
Prisons and jails can struggle to find doctors willing to accept jobs, which means they sometimes hire physicians who have been disciplined for misconduct. 

    


A doctor in Louisiana, Randy Lavespere, served two years in prison after buying $8,000 worth of methamphetamine in a Home Depot parking lot in 2006 with intent to distribute. After his release, his medical license was reinstated with restrictions that banned him from practicing in most settings. Still, he was hired by the Louisiana State Penitentiary, the country's largest maximum-security prison. His license has since been fully reinstated, and he now oversees health care for the entire corrections department. 
Over the years, physicians who have worked at Louisiana prisons have had their medical licenses restricted or suspended following offenses ranging from sexual misconduct and possessing child pornography to self-prescribing addictive drugs, according to the state Board of Medical Examiners. 
Lavespere could not be reached for comment, but corrections department spokesman Ken Pastorick said all prison doctors are licensed and that the board does not allow physicians to return to work unless they are "deemed competent and have the ability to practice medicine with skill and safety."
NO REMEDY FOR HARM
Across the country, it's not uncommon for the relatives of prisoners who died on the job to struggle with determining who's liable. When workers' compensation is offered, the amount awarded is typically determined by the size of the worker's paycheck and usually closes the door on future wrongful death suits. 
The few cases that make their way to court can result in meager settlements compared to what the survivors of civilian workers might receive, in part because those behind bars are seen as having little or no future earning potential.
Matthew Baraniak was on work release in 2019 when he was killed at a Pennsylvania heavy machinery service center while operating a scissor lift. He was using a high-heat torch on a garbage truck that was rigged precariously with chains when its weight shifted, causing Baraniak to hit his head and lose control of the burning torch. His body was engulfed in flames. 
Ashley Snyder, the mother of Baraniak's daughter, accepted a workers' comp offer made to benefit their then 3-year-old child, paying about $700 a month until the girl reaches college age. Family members said their claim against the county running the work-release program was dismissed, and their lawyer told them the best they could hope for was a small settlement from the service center. 
"There are no rules," Holly Murphy, Baraniak's twin sister, said of the long and confusing process. "It's just a gray area with no line there that says what's acceptable, what the laws are." 
Michael Duff, a law professor at Saint Louis University and an expert on labor law, said some people think, "Well, too bad, don't be a prisoner." But an entire class of society is being denied civil rights, Duff said, noting that each state has its own system that could be changed to offer prisoners more protections if there's political will.

    


"We've got this category of human beings that can be wrongfully harmed and yet left with no remedy for their harm," he said.
Laws sometimes are amended to create even more legal hurdles for those seeking relief. 
That's what happened in Arizona. In 2021, a Hickman's Family Farms lawyer unsuccessfully tried to get the corrections department to amend its contract to take responsibility for prisoner injuries or deaths, according to emails obtained by the AP. The next year, a newly formed nonprofit organization lobbied for a bill that was later signed into law, blocking prisoners from introducing their medical costs into lawsuits and potentially limiting settlement payouts.
Billy Hickman, one of the siblings who runs the egg company, was listed as a director of the nonprofit. He told the AP that the farm has hired more than 10,000 incarcerated workers over nearly three decades. Because they aren't eligible for protections like workers' comp, he said the company tried to limit its exposure to lawsuits partially driven by what he described as zealous attorneys. 
"We're a family business," he said, "so we take it very seriously that people are safe and secure."
At the height of the pandemic - when all other outside prison jobs were shut down - Crystal Allen and about 140 other female prisoners were sent to work at Hickman's, bunking together in a large company warehouse. The egg farm is Arizona Correctional Industries' biggest customer, bringing in nearly $35 million in revenue in the past six fiscal years.
Allen was earning less than $3 an hour after deductions, including 30% for room and board. She knew it would take time, but hoped to bank a few thousand dollars before her release.
One day, she noticed chicken feeders operating on a belt system weren't working properly, so she switched the setting to manual and used her hand to smooth the feed into place.
"All of a sudden, the cart just takes off with my thumb," said Allen, adding she had to use her sock to wrap up her left hand, which was left disfigured. "It's bleeding really, really bad."
She sued before the new state law took effect and settled with the company last year for an undisclosed amount. In legal filings, Hickman's denied any wrongdoing.
THE PAIN LIVES ON
When a 2021 tornado flattened a Kentucky factory that made candles for Bath & Body Works and other major companies, Marco Sanchez risked his life to pull fellow employees from the debris. Eight people were killed, including the correctional officer overseeing Sanchez and other prisoners on a work-release program. 
Sanchez fractured ribs and broke his foot and, after being treated at a hospital, was taken to the Christian County Jail. According to an ongoing civil rights lawsuit filed last year, he was sent to solitary confinement there and beaten by guards frustrated by his repeated requests for medical attention, which he said went unmet.
"They were retaliating against me," said Sanchez , who was homeless when he talked to the AP. "They were telling me, 'It should have been you ... instead of one of ours.'" 
Christian County Jail officials would not comment, citing the pending litigation. But attorney Mac Johns, who is representing the correctional officers, disputed Sanchez's characterization of the care and treatment he received while incarcerated, without elaborating.
A few months after the tornado, Sanchez was portrayed on national television as a hero and given a key to the city, but he questions why he was treated differently than the civilian workers he was employed alongside.
He noted that they got ongoing medical attention and support from their family members at a difficult time. "I didn't get that," he said, adding that strong winds and sirens still leave him cowering.

    


The man who lost his leg while working at the composting chute in Arizona said he, too, continues to struggle, even though nearly a decade has passed since the accident. 
Blas Sanchez settled for an undisclosed amount with Hickman's, which denied liability in court documents. He now runs a motel in Winslow along historic U.S. Route 66 and said he's still often in agony - either from his prosthetic or shooting pains from the nerves at the end of his severed limb. 
And then there's the mental anguish. Sometimes, he wonders if continuing to live is worth it. 
"I wanted to end it because it's so tiring and it hurts. And if it wasn't for these guys, I probably would," he said, motioning to his step-grandchildren playing around him. "End it. Finished. Done. Buried." 
---
The Associated Press receives support from the Public Welfare Foundation for reporting focused on criminal justice. This story also was supported by Columbia University's Ira A. Lipman Center for Journalism and Civil and Human Rights in conjunction with Arnold Ventures. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
---
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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Shaken by the Fico assassination attempt, the EU wonders if June elections can be free of violence

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A group stands under an election banner outside the European Parliament in Brussels on April 29, 2024. In an increasingly vitriolic political climate, the last thing needed in the runup to the June European Union elections was an assassination attempt on one of the bloc's most controversial figures. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- In an increasingly vitriolic political climate, the last thing needed in the runup to the June European Union elections was an assassination attempt on one of the bloc's most controversial figures.
As Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico lay recovering from Wednesday's attack, the sheer violence of five shots targeted at a politician merely for doing his job immediately had a whole continent worried ahead of the June 6-9 polls.
Across the 27-nation EU, the political landscape is becoming increasingly polarized, with no holds barred between mainstream parties on the one hand and the bellicose populists and extremists on the other. 
"It is shocking to see that someone can become the victim of his political ideas. Three weeks ahead of the elections, that is extremely alarming," said Prime Minister Alexander De Croo of Belgium, which holds the EU presidency.

    


"Let's make it an intense campaign when it comes to words, but not beyond that," De Croo told the regional broadcaster VRT. Underscoring the seriousness of the issue, De Croo filed a police complaint Thursday against a broadcaster at a local event who called, apparently in jest, for the prime minister "to be shot."
Such incidents are no laughing matter. In Germany last week, a prominent Berlin politician was violently assaulted and suffered injuries to her head and neck. A week earlier, a candidate from the party of Chancellor Olaf Scholz was beaten up while campaigning for next month's election for the European Parliament and had to undergo surgery.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The politics of compromise laid the foundations for Europe's famed welfare society, but in recent years, aggressive discourse and unbridled partisanship have been on the rise.
"There was dialogue and with political plodding, solutions emerged. But now, all too often, that doesn't work anymore," said Prof. Hendrik Vos of Ghent University.

    


Slovakia is a case in point. Fico's mastery of confrontational politics brought him back from the political wilderness and helped secure him a third term in office. 
Fico campaigned on a pro-Russian, anti-American platform, a foreign policy liberated from its EU links, a tougher stance on migration and opposition to LGBTQ+ rights.
After he returned to power last year, he immediately set about dismantling the office of the anti-corruption prosecutor and bringing the public broadcaster, RTVS, under tighter government control. However, concerns in the EU about democratic backsliding and the rule of law have now been overtaken by events on the ground. 
"Fico's politics may be a threat to democracy, but this kind of violence in European politics is a much bigger threat," political scientist Tom Theuns, of Leiden University, told The Associated Press. 
"In this period of polarization at European level, we see that the quality of democratic discourse has gone backward and politicians are increasingly depicted as enemies, both by other politicians and by the general public," Theuns said. "Such discourse to increasingly see each other as 'enemies' legitimizes violence in the eyes of those who could possibly use it."

    


As Fico lay in hospital, outgoing President Zuzana Caputova, one of his staunchest opponents, pleaded to "step out of the vicious circle of hatred and mutual accusations." Caputova acknowledged that "the tense atmosphere of hatred was our collective work."
Even Fico himself was predicting that the blaze would rage out of control: on April 10, he posted on Facebook that he would expect a slaying of a leading politician and blamed the media, long a target of his ire. 
In 2018, he stepped down amid mass street protests after an investigative journalist who had been reporting on tax-related crimes implicating some in Fico's party, was murdered, along with his fiancee. 
It is too early to say what impact, if any, the attack on Fico would have on the EU elections, since they are highly compartmentalized in 27 separate polls in the member states. 
In Slovakia, though, the effect is likely to be felt, predicted Juraj Majcin, analyst at the European Policy Center think tank in Brussels. 

    


The attack "certainly won't help the less extreme parties," he said, adding that the "chances are that the people will be more motivated to go and vote for people like Fico."
Even if Fico and his Smer party do well in the elections, their influence in the European Parliament is limited: his tiny parliamentary fraction has even been suspended by the socialist group. Fico himself wields more influence at the summits of EU leaders, where often he can threaten to veto items of business that displease him. 
Rather, the Slovak leader is part of a much larger continental shift toward populist parties of the left and right, a move away from the center ground and the often messy compromises of the once-dominant big-tent parties such as the Christian Democrats and Socialists. 

    


Fico is the latest in a surprisingly long list of political victims in postwar Europe. For all their non-confrontational politics of the postwar years, leaders have fallen victims to extremists before. Perhaps most infamously, Swedish Prime Minister Olaf Palme was murdered in 1986, and foreign minister Anna Lindh was also in office when killed in 2003. 
German stalwart Wolfgang Schaeuble, a key figure in the reunification of Germany and the EU financial crisis a decade ago, survived an assassination attempt in 1990 but was left permanently disabled. A similar fate befell about a half dozen politicians, former and active, in the EU. 
And even when nothing serious happens, the threat alone can have a massive impact. 
On Thursday, anti-Islam firebrand Geert Wilders became the power behind the throne in a new Dutch government that is throwing overboard compromise politics to set up the most radical rightwing coalition since the war. 
Wilders has always thrived on confrontation that some equaled to hate speech. And he has never toned down the strident nature of his campaigning. He has had the highest level of security protection for two decades, since a jihadist website distributed a video calling for his beheading. Following the threat, he was temporarily moved to a safe house. 
Wilders now travels in an armored car, surrounded by security personnel. The Dutch security services purchased a home and converted it into a permanent safe house.
The danger is far from abstract: in 2002, maverick Dutch politician Pim Fortuyn, a precursor of today's far right, was murdered by an animal rights activist. 
During a court hearing last year over death threats made against him by Pakistani cricketer Khalid Latif, Wilders said of the measures "You never get used to all that. You learn to deal with it, but you never get used to it."
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Afro-Cuban drums, Muslim prayers, Buddhist mantras: Religious diversity blooms in once-atheist Cuba

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Gloria Esperanza Reyes makes her monthly offering of flowers and sugarcane syrup to Yemaya, the Yoruba goddess of the sea, in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. She also is venerated as Our Lady of Regla, a Black Madonna at a Catholic church across the Bay of Havana. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


    

    
        
            
                    Gloria Esperanza Reyes makes her monthly offering of flowers and sugarcane syrup to Yemaya, the Yoruba goddess of the sea, in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Afro-Cuban ritual drums and Buddhist mantras: A look at religious diversity in once atheist Cuba

        
        
            The 1959 revolution led by Fidel Castro installed an atheist, Communist government that sought to replace the Catholic Church as the guiding force in the lives of Cubans. But religion seems to be everywhere in Cuba 65 years later. Buddhists, Catholics, Jews, Muslims and Afro-Cuban Santeria practioners often gather to pray, sing and worship across the Communist-run island. (AP video by Ariel Fernandez and Luis Henao)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Afro-Cuban ritual drums and Buddhist mantras: A look at religious diversity in once atheist Cuba
The 1959 revolution led by Fidel Castro installed an atheist, Communist government that sought to replace the Catholic Church as the guiding force in the lives of Cubans. But religion seems to be everywhere in Cuba 65 years later. Buddhists, Catholics, Jews, Muslims and Afro-Cuban Santeria practioners often gather to pray, sing and worship across the Communist-run island. (AP video by Ariel Fernandez and Luis Henao)
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    [image: FILE - People light candles in honor of Cuba's patron saint, the Virgin of Charity of Cobre, at her shrine in El Cobre, Cuba, Feb. 11, 2024. The Vatican-recognized Virgin, venerated by Catholics and followers of Afro-Cuban Santeria traditions, is at the heart of Cuban identity. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)]
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[image: FILE - A crucifix is carried by faithful during a Holy Week procession backdropped by a mural of Fidel Castro and Camilo Cienfuegos, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, March 29, 2024. The 1959 revolution led by Castro installed an atheist, Communist government that sought to replace the Catholic Church as the guiding force in the lives of Cubans. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)]
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[image: FILE - Cuba's President Fidel Castro, and Pope John Paul II, check the time during a welcoming ceremony in Havana, Cuba, June 21, 1998. The first papal visit to the island in 1998 marked a turning point that led to government acceptance of some outdoor religious events and the celebration of Christmas outside churches for the first time in more than three decades. (AP Photo/Jose Goitia, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | FILE - Cuba's President Fidel Castro, and Pope John Paul II, check the time during a welcoming ceremony in Havana, Cuba, June 21, 1998. The first papal visit to the island in 1998 marked a turning point that led to government acceptance of some outdoor religious events and the celebration of Christmas outside churches for the first time in more than three decades. (AP Photo/Jose Goitia, File)
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FILE - Cuba's President Fidel Castro, and Pope John Paul II, check the time during a welcoming ceremony in Havana, Cuba, June 21, 1998. The first papal visit to the island in 1998 marked a turning point that led to government acceptance of some outdoor religious events and the celebration of Christmas outside churches for the first time in more than three decades. (AP Photo/Jose Goitia, File)
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[image: FILE - Juan Gonzalez sits next to his altar adorned Santeria and Catholic deities along with a photo of the late Cuban leader Fidel Castro, at his home in El Cobre, Cuba, Feb. 10, 2024. Diverse beliefs can be found mixed together on altars in Cuban homes, with the Virgin Mary sharing space with a ceramic Buddha and a warrior spirit from the Afro-Cuban faith. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)]
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FILE - Juan Gonzalez sits next to his altar adorned Santeria and Catholic deities along with a photo of the late Cuban leader Fidel Castro, at his home in El Cobre, Cuba, Feb. 10, 2024. Diverse beliefs can be found mixed together on altars in Cuban homes, with the Virgin Mary sharing space with a ceramic Buddha and a warrior spirit from the Afro-Cuban faith. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)
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[image: FILE - Evangelicals pray during a memorial service in Havana, Cuba, May 20, 2018. The 1959 revolution led by Fidel Castro installed an atheist, Communist government, but 65 years later practitioners of diverse religions gather to pray, sing and worship across the Communist-run island. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)]
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FILE - Evangelicals pray during a memorial service in Havana, Cuba, May 20, 2018. The 1959 revolution led by Fidel Castro installed an atheist, Communist government, but 65 years later practitioners of diverse religions gather to pray, sing and worship across the Communist-run island. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An American classic car sits parked in front of the Beth Shalom synagogue as Jews exit after attending a Shabbat service, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. At Cuba's largest synagogue, ancient Jewish traditions and Cubanness often blend. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Jewish children eat pieces of challah bread after the prayer was recited during a Shabbat service at the Beth Shalom synagogue, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. Jews are believed to have arrived to Cuba with Christopher Columbus in 1492, but the Cuban community officially began in the early 20th century, said the vice president of Cuba's Hebrew Community. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 18
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[image: Muslims speak in front of their mosque as tourists, wearing Ernesto "Che" Guevara T-shirts, walk past in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. The only mosque in Havana opened in 2015 and the Muslim community has grown to about 2,500 people nationwide. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 18 | Muslims speak in front of their mosque as tourists, wearing Ernesto "Che" Guevara T-shirts, walk past in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. The only mosque in Havana opened in 2015 and the Muslim community has grown to about 2,500 people nationwide. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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Muslims speak in front of their mosque as tourists, wearing Ernesto "Che" Guevara T-shirts, walk past in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. The only mosque in Havana opened in 2015 and the Muslim community has grown to about 2,500 people nationwide. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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[image: A Muslim boy engages with his tablet at the mosque after prayer, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. The only mosque in Havana opened in 2015 and the Muslim community has grown to about 2,500 people nationwide. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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A Muslim boy engages with his tablet at the mosque after prayer, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. The only mosque in Havana opened in 2015 and the Muslim community has grown to about 2,500 people nationwide. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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[image: Twin brothers Yasnel and Yasmel Quintana, bottom left, meditate in the home of Cuban jazz musician Cesar Lopez, back left, and his wife Seiko Ishii, right center, in Havana, Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 4, 2024. Ten years ago, the Quintana twins who were raised in an Afro-Cuban family that follows Santeria, joined the local branch of the Soka Gakkai, a global Japanese Buddhist organization. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: FILE - Rev. Elaine Saralegui, wearing a rainbow-colored clergy stole and her clerical collar, welcomes congregants to a service at the Metropolitan Community Church, an LGBTQ+ inclusive house of worship, as Ruth the dog stands with her front paws on the altar table, in Matanzas, Cuba, Feb. 2, 2024. In 2015, with support from the U.S.-based LGBTQ+ affirming Metropolitan Community Churches, they converted a house into their church, decked with wooden pews and a stained-glass cross that hangs above the altar. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)]
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[image: FILE - Believers touch a ceiba, a sacred tree in Afro-Cuban religions, marking the city's founding, in Havana, Cuba, Nov. 16, 2018. Part of the celebration includes the tradition of making wishes while walking three times around the ceiba tree, touching it or even kissing the tree, which is located near the spot where the city was officially founded. (AP Photo/Desmond Boylan, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | FILE - Believers touch a ceiba, a sacred tree in Afro-Cuban religions, marking the city's founding, in Havana, Cuba, Nov. 16, 2018. Part of the celebration includes the tradition of making wishes while walking three times around the ceiba tree, touching it or even kissing the tree, which is located near the spot where the city was officially founded. (AP Photo/Desmond Boylan, File)
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[image: FILE - Marisa Ramirez Gutierrez, standing center, holds still on her symbolic throne dressed in the robe of the the "Iyawo," or bride, alongside a pregnant woman who represents birth, and her mother, who represents a woman who has already given birth, inside her home as part of many initiation ceremonies marking the start of her one-year journey to become a Yoruba priestess in Havana, Cuba, Sept. 11, 2015. Santeria was born as a form of quiet resistance among Cuba]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | FILE - Marisa Ramirez Gutierrez, standing center, holds still on her symbolic throne dressed in the robe of the the "Iyawo," or bride, alongside a pregnant woman who represents birth, and her mother, who represents a woman who has already given birth, inside her home as part of many initiation ceremonies marking the start of her one-year journey to become a Yoruba priestess in Havana, Cuba, Sept. 11, 2015. Santeria was born as a form of quiet resistance among Cuba's Black communities. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)
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FILE - Marisa Ramirez Gutierrez, standing center, holds still on her symbolic throne dressed in the robe of the the "Iyawo," or bride, alongside a pregnant woman who represents birth, and her mother, who represents a woman who has already given birth, inside her home as part of many initiation ceremonies marking the start of her one-year journey to become a Yoruba priestess in Havana, Cuba, Sept. 11, 2015. Santeria was born as a form of quiet resistance among Cuba's Black communities. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)
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[image: Gloria Esperanza Reyes makes her monthly offering of flowers and sugarcane syrup to Yemaya, the Yoruba goddess of the sea, in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. She also is venerated as Our Lady of Regla, a Black Madonna at a Catholic church across the Bay of Havana. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 18 | Gloria Esperanza Reyes makes her monthly offering of flowers and sugarcane syrup to Yemaya, the Yoruba goddess of the sea, in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. She also is venerated as Our Lady of Regla, a Black Madonna at a Catholic church across the Bay of Havana. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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Gloria Esperanza Reyes makes her monthly offering of flowers and sugarcane syrup to Yemaya, the Yoruba goddess of the sea, in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. She also is venerated as Our Lady of Regla, a Black Madonna at a Catholic church across the Bay of Havana. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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[image: FILE - A woman holds up a doll representing the Virgin of Regla during a procession in her honor in Regla, Cuba, Sept. 7, 2010. The black virgin is honored on the same day as Cuba's patron saint the Virgin of Charity, both of which are also recognized as powerful deities in the African-influenced religion of Santeria. (AP Photo/Javier Galeano, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | FILE - A woman holds up a doll representing the Virgin of Regla during a procession in her honor in Regla, Cuba, Sept. 7, 2010. The black virgin is honored on the same day as Cuba's patron saint the Virgin of Charity, both of which are also recognized as powerful deities in the African-influenced religion of Santeria. (AP Photo/Javier Galeano, File)
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FILE - A woman holds up a doll representing the Virgin of Regla during a procession in her honor in Regla, Cuba, Sept. 7, 2010. The black virgin is honored on the same day as Cuba's patron saint the Virgin of Charity, both of which are also recognized as powerful deities in the African-influenced religion of Santeria. (AP Photo/Javier Galeano, File)
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[image: FILE - A dog barks from the top of a niche housing a statue of Saint Lazaro, also known as the Afro-Cuban Yoruba deity Babalu-Aye, in Santiago de las Vegas, Cuba, Dec. 16, 2019. More than 60% of Cuba's 11 million people are baptized Catholic, according to the church. But experts estimate that as many, or more, also follow Afro-Cuban traditions such as Santeria that intermingle with Catholicism. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | FILE - A dog barks from the top of a niche housing a statue of Saint Lazaro, also known as the Afro-Cuban Yoruba deity Babalu-Aye, in Santiago de las Vegas, Cuba, Dec. 16, 2019. More than 60% of Cuba's 11 million people are baptized Catholic, according to the church. But experts estimate that as many, or more, also follow Afro-Cuban traditions such as Santeria that intermingle with Catholicism. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)
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FILE - A dog barks from the top of a niche housing a statue of Saint Lazaro, also known as the Afro-Cuban Yoruba deity Babalu-Aye, in Santiago de las Vegas, Cuba, Dec. 16, 2019. More than 60% of Cuba's 11 million people are baptized Catholic, according to the church. But experts estimate that as many, or more, also follow Afro-Cuban traditions such as Santeria that intermingle with Catholicism. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)
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[image: Doves perch on a church cross during a Good Friday procession in Havana, Cuba, Friday, March 29, 2024. More than 60% of Cuba's 11 million people are baptized Catholic, according to the church. But experts estimate that as many, or more, also follow Afro-Cuban traditions such as Santeria that intermingle with Catholicism. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | Doves perch on a church cross during a Good Friday procession in Havana, Cuba, Friday, March 29, 2024. More than 60% of Cuba's 11 million people are baptized Catholic, according to the church. But experts estimate that as many, or more, also follow Afro-Cuban traditions such as Santeria that intermingle with Catholicism. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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Doves perch on a church cross during a Good Friday procession in Havana, Cuba, Friday, March 29, 2024. More than 60% of Cuba's 11 million people are baptized Catholic, according to the church. But experts estimate that as many, or more, also follow Afro-Cuban traditions such as Santeria that intermingle with Catholicism. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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[image: FILE - Devotees carry a statue of Jesus Christ past a jazz bar during a Holy Week procession in Havana, Cuba, March 29, 2024. Critics say Cuba is still falling short on religious tolerance. But they also say progress has been achieved. Some call it a time of a Cuban religious revival. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | FILE - Devotees carry a statue of Jesus Christ past a jazz bar during a Holy Week procession in Havana, Cuba, March 29, 2024. Critics say Cuba is still falling short on religious tolerance. But they also say progress has been achieved. Some call it a time of a Cuban religious revival. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)
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FILE - Devotees carry a statue of Jesus Christ past a jazz bar during a Holy Week procession in Havana, Cuba, March 29, 2024. Critics say Cuba is still falling short on religious tolerance. But they also say progress has been achieved. Some call it a time of a Cuban religious revival. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)
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                                        HAVANA (AP) -- The 1959 Castro-led revolution installed an atheist, Communist government that sought to replace the Catholic Church as the guiding force in the lives of Cubans.
But 65 years later, religion seems omnipresent in Cuba, in dazzling diversity. 
The bells toll on Catholic churches and the call to prayer summons Muslims in downtown Havana. Buddhists chant mantras as they gather at the home of a jazz musician. Jews savor rice, beans and other Cuban staples for Sabbath dinner. Santeria devotees immerse the senses as they dance and slap drums in a museum filled with statues paying homage to their Afro-Cuban deities and leave offerings to the goddess of the sea.
It's also visible in the growing ranks of evangelicals who worship across the island, in the faith of LGBTQ+ Christians who sing at an inclusive church in the seaport of Matanzas, or in the pilgrims who travel to the remote shrine of Cuba's patron saint in the shadow of the Sierra Maestra mountains to ask for health and prosperity during a wrenching economic crisis. 

    


Critics say Cuba is still falling short on religious tolerance. The U.S. State Department has designated Cuba a "Country of Particular Concern" for having engaged in or tolerated severe violations of religious freedom.




Cuba's constitution includes provisions for religious freedom and bans religious-based discrimination. But a recent State Department report says provisions in Cuba's penal and administrative codes "contravene these protections." The report says the Cuban Communist Party requires religious groups to be officially registered, "and membership in or association with an unregistered group is a crime."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The report says the Office of Religious Affairs and the Ministry of Justice continue to withhold registration to some groups, including the Jehovah's Witnesses and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

    


Cuba's government says the criticism is an excuse for Washington to justify the decades-old economic embargo that dates back to the Cold War. 
Some academics and religious leaders say more strides toward full religious freedom are needed, such as easing the process to build houses of worship, allowing access to state-owned media to spread their faith-based messages, and reestablishing private religious schools. But significant progress has been achieved; some call it a time of a Cuban religious revival. 
"I don't know whether the religious revival has occurred in Cuba as a result of the (evangelical) Protestants involvement in the island, or as a result of the frustrations of the Cubans, or the result of a tolerance that the Cuban government seems to show toward religion," said Jaime Suchlicki, former director of the University of Miami Institute for Cuban and Cuban-American Studies. 
"Maybe a combination of all these factors have really revived religion in the island." 
More than 60% of Cuba's 11 million people are baptized Catholic, according to the church. But experts estimate that as many, or more, also follow Afro-Cuban traditions such as Santeria that intermingle with Catholicism. 

    


"Cubans are believers, but sometimes they believe in everything," said Monsignor Ramon Suarez, chancellor of the archdiocese of Havana and author of "History of the Catholic Church in Cuba." 
Cuba's religious landscape is so diverse that it would be wrong to simply say the island is Catholic or Afro-Cuban Santeria, said Maximiliano Trujillo, a philosophy professor at Havana University who has written about Cuban religion. 
"There's a very unique religiosity," he said. "In Cuba, it's not uncommon that someone goes to meet a babalao (Santeria high priest) in the morning and can visit a Pentecostal temple in the afternoon, and at night goes to Mass - and doesn't see any type of conflict in its spirituality." 
Today, diverse beliefs can be found mixed together on altars in homes, with the Virgin Mary sharing space with a ceramic Buddha and a warrior spirit from the Afro-Cuban faith. 
But when Suarez did his military service as a young seminarian, he kept his Bible hidden, fearing it would get confiscated. 

    


"You couldn't say anything about religion," said Suarez, who today is one of Cuba's highest ranking Catholic leaders. 
The Catholic Church -- long associated with Cuba's wealthier citizens -- took an anti-communist stance shortly before Fidel Castro declared the country to be socialist in 1961. The government later accused prominent Catholics of trying to topple Castro. Public religious events were banned after processions were transformed into political protests, sometimes turning violent. 
Hundreds of foreign priests were expelled, and private schools -- including more than 100 Catholic schools -- that had operated across Cuba were nationalized. 
Many Cuban priests were sent to military-run labor camps in the mid-1960s. The government became officially atheist - religion was not allowed and believers of all faiths were banned from membership in the Communist Party. 

    


Church-state relation began to warm three decades later when Castro met with dozens of evangelical leaders and representatives from the local Jewish community. In 1992, the government dropped its constitutional references to atheism. The first papal visit to the island in 1998 marked a turning point that led to government acceptance of some outdoor religious events and the celebration of Christmas outside churches for the first time in more than three decades. 
"John Paul II marks the start of the opening - there's a before and after," said Suarez, speaking at the iron gate-guarded Catholic headquarters that stands next to a plaque commemorating the pope's historic visit. 
John Paul II was greeted at Havana's airport by Castro, who wore a suit and tie instead of his typical military uniform. 
"May Cuba, with all its magnificent potential, open itself up to the world, and may the world open itself up to Cuba," the pope said. 
The Catholic Church still wants to eventually be allowed to operate religious schools and broadcast on state-run television and radio. "We have a long way to go," Suarez said. 
Arguably the most popular religion in Cuba is Santeria, which fuses Catholicism with Afro-Caribbean traditions. 
Santeria was born as a form of quiet resistance among Cuba's Black communities. It dates back centuries to when Spanish colonists brought hundreds of thousands of enslaved Africans to Cuba, many from the Yoruba tribe of Nigeria. 
The Spanish tried to force Catholicism on the enslaved, but the Africans who made that transatlantic voyage brought their own religions, camouflaging them by attaching symbols of their orishas - Yoruba deities - to Catholic saints. 
"They came in terrible conditions ... but in their hair and their humble clothes, they brought snail shells, collars and other parts of the essence of their religion," said Gloria Esperanza Reyes, historian of the Yoruba Association. 
For six decades, she has made a monthly offering of flowers and cane syrup to the goddess of the sea after doctors told her that she wouldn't live long because of a heart condition. She recently turned 82. 
"It's very important (to preserve) the Yoruba faith because we are also learning more about plants and animals," she said. "It can even save our lives." 
Santeria long remained on the political margins due to its scattered, nonhierarchical nature and centuries of taboo and racism. In recent years, it has grown in prominence. 
"We, the young ones, we're learning from the elders," said Alena Ferro, a dancer and Yoruba faith devotee who often lights candles and flowers honoring her orishas at a home altar. 
These days, music from Santeria drum ceremonies echoes from inside the Yoruba Cultural Association of Cuba into the American Brotherhood Park, known for its large ceiba, a sacred tree in Afro-Cuban religions. On a recent day, young dancers synchronized their moves to the fast bata drumbeat at a rehearsal paying homage to their orishas. 
"I have so much faith in my saint," said dancer Susie Stuart Castellanos. 
Nearby was a statue of Yemaya, the Yoruba goddess of the sea. She also is venerated in her sky-blue shawl as Our Lady of Regla, a Black Madonna at a Catholic church across the Bay of Havana. 
Beyond Catholicism and Santeria, Cuba has numerous smaller but vibrant faiths. Among them:
JUDAISM
At Cuba's largest synagogue, ancient Jewish traditions and Cubanness often blend. At times, Sabbath dinners at Beth Shalom include Cuban black beans and rice -- a popular dish known as Moros y Cristianos or Moors and Christians. During Rosh Hashana, Jews worldwide traditionally dip apples in honey to wish each other a sweet new year. Beth Shalom congregants say they use easier to find tropical fruits like guavas and bananas.
Jews are believed to have arrived to Cuba with Christopher Columbus in 1492, but the Cuban community officially began in the early 20th century, said Hella Ezkenazi, vice president of Cuba's Hebrew Community. After WWII, more European Jews arrived. 
The community grew to an estimated 15,000 at its peak in the 1950s, but most emigrated to the U.S. after the 1959 revolution when many of their businesses where confiscated. Today, there are about 1,000 Jews living in Cuba.
As the sun set on a recent Friday, about 100 members of Beth Shalom gathered for the Sabbath to pray. Several later joined hands in a Israeli dance infused with Cuban rhythms. 
"We show our love for being Jewish, our roots," said Betina Acosta, 24, who is part of the Israeli folk dance group and teaches the congregation's children. "We're Cuban, and we're also Jewish." 
ISLAM
The only mosque in Havana opened in 2015 and the Muslim community has grown to about 2,500 people nationwide, said Ahmed Aguero, one of the mosque's leaders. He owns a nearby restaurant where community members often gather. 
"We're pioneers in spreading the religion here," he said. "Sometimes they have a bad impression of Muslims, they fear that we're bad or even terrorists, until they meet us and they learn about the real practice of our religion." 
Among the mosque's worshippers is Ubakar Bari, who emigrated from the West African nation of Guinea-Bissau. He was grateful to find a welcoming Muslim community that offered him a meal and helped him rent a room. 
"It was such a huge surprise," he said. "I never thought I'd find a community like this in Havana." 
BUDDHISTS
Twin brothers Yasnel and Yasmel Quintana were raised in an Afro-Cuban family that follows Santeria, but they never practiced that faith. Instead, they were exposed to a subculture of manga comics, animated movies and video games and began to learn Japanese -- an example of how one of the world's least connected countries has adapted to global trends. Ten years ago, they joined the local branch of the Soka Gakkai, a global Japanese Buddhist organization.
On a recent Sunday, they went to the home of Cuban jazz musician Cesar Lopez and his wife, Japan-born Seiko Ishii, where group members often meet to meditate. 
"Buddhism became our first and only religion, where we felt identified and grew spiritually," said Yasmel. 
Soka Gakkai is present in more than 190 countries, according to the group. In Cuba, it grew from a few people in 2015 to about 500 today. 
"It's so awesome that this is a religion that comes from a country so far from this island, and you're hearing Cubans singing with us in Japanese," said Ishii, who grew up in Buddhism in Japan. 
"There are so many Cubans who grew up without a religion and who have understood our philosophy and Japanese culture," said Ishii, a musical producer. "It transcends race, languages and countries. Like music, religion has no barriers."
__
Associated Press writer Andrea Rodriguez contributed to this report. 
__
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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South Africa urges UN's top court to order cease-fire in Gaza to shield citizens in Rafah

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The United Nations' top court opens two days of hearings into a request from South Africa to press Israel to halt its military operation in the southern Gaza city of Rafah, where more than half of Gaza's population has sought shelter.
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    [image: South Africa's agents Vusimuzi Madonsela, seated right, and Cornelius Scholtz, seated second left, talk prior to the start of hearings at the International Court of Justice, in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, May 16, 2024. The U.N.'s top court opened two days of hearings in a case brought by South Africa to see whether Israel needs to take additional measures to alleviate the suffering in war-ravaged Gaza. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Judges enter the International Court of Justice, in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, May 16, 2024. The U.N.'s top court opened two days of hearings in a case brought by South Africa to see whether Israel needs to take additional measures to alleviate the suffering in war-ravaged Gaza. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip walk through a makeshift tent camp in Rafah, Gaza, Friday, May 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip walk through a makeshift tent camp in Rafah, Gaza, Friday, May 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8
Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip walk through a makeshift tent camp in Rafah, Gaza, Friday, May 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- South Africa urged the United Nations' top court on Thursday to order a cease-fire in Gaza during hearings over emergency measures to halt Israel's military operation in the enclave's southern city of Rafah.
It was the third time the International Court of Justice held hearings on the conflict in Gaza since South Africa filed proceedings in December at the court, based in The Hague in the Netherlands, accusing Israel of genocide. 
The country's ambassador to the Netherlands, Vusimuzi Madonsela, urged the panel of 15 international judges to order Israel to "totally and unconditionally withdraw" from the Gaza Strip.
The court has already found that there is a "real and imminent risk" to the Palestinian people in Gaza by Israel's military operations. "This may well be the last chance for the court to act," said Irish lawyer Blinne Ni Ghralaigh, who is part of South Africa's legal team. 

    


Judges at the court have broad powers to order a cease-fire and other measures, although the court does not have its own enforcement apparatus. A 2022 order by the court demanding that Russia halt its full-scale invasion of Ukraine has so far gone unheeded.




During hearings earlier this year, Israel strongly denied committing genocide in Gaza, saying it does all it can to spare civilians and is only targeting Hamas militants. The country says Rafah is the last stronghold of the militant group. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The latest request focuses on the incursion into Rafah. 
South Africa argues that the military operation has far surpassed justified self-defense. "Israel's actions in Rafah are part of the end game. This is the last step in the destruction of Gaza," lawyer Vaughan Lowe said. 
According to the latest request, the previous preliminary orders by The Hague-based court were not sufficient to address "a brutal military attack on the sole remaining refuge for the people of Gaza." Israel will be allowed to answer the accusations on Friday. 

    


In January, judges ordered Israel to do all it can to prevent death, destruction and any acts of genocide in Gaza, but the panel stopped short of ordering an end to the military offensive that has laid waste to the Palestinian enclave. In a second order in March, the court said Israel must take measures to improve the humanitarian situation. 
South Africa has to date submitted four requests for the international court to investigate Israel. It was granted a hearing three times. 
Most of Gaza's population of 2.3 million people have been displaced since fighting began.
The war began with a Hamas attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7 in which Palestinian militants killed around 1,200 people and took about 250 hostages. Gaza's Health Ministry says over 35,000 Palestinians have been killed in the war, without distinguishing between civilians and combatants in its count.
South Africa initiated proceedings in December 2023 and sees the legal campaign as rooted in issues central to its identity. Its governing party, the African National Congress, has long compared Israel's policies in Gaza and the occupied West Bank to its own history under the apartheid regime of white minority rule, which restricted most Blacks to "homelands." Apartheid ended in 1994.

    


On Sunday, Egypt announced it plans to join the case. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs said Israeli military actions "constitute a flagrant violation of international law, humanitarian law, and the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 regarding the protection of civilians during wartime."
Several countries have also indicated they plan to intervene, but so far only Libya, Nicaragua and Colombia have filed formal requests to do so.
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Stock market today: Dow tops 40,000 for the first time as Wall Street drifts

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An entrance to the New York Stock Exchange is shown on May 8, 2024, in New York. Shares opened lower in Europe on Thursday, May 16, 2024, after most Asian benchmarks gained, tracking a Wall Street rally driven by hopes that inflation is heading back in the right direction. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Dow Jones Industrial Average topped the 40,000 level for the first time Thursday, as U.S. stocks drifted around their records set a day before. 
The Dow was up 69 points, or 0.2%, at 39,967, in afternoon trading. It topped 40,000 earlier in trading, making its last leap of 10,000 points in about three and a half years, as the U.S. economy and corporate profits crawled out of the crash caused COVID-19. They've continued to hold up so far despite the worst inflation in decades, the punishing effects of high interest rates and worries about a recession that seemed inevitable but hasn't arrived. 
The S&P 500 index, which is much more widely followed on Wall Street and dictates the performance of many more 401(k) accounts than the Dow, was 0.1% higher, as of 1:22 p.m. Eastern time. The Nasdaq composite was down 0.1%. They had rallied on Wednesday to all-time highs.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Dow tops 40,000 for the first time as Wall Street drifts higher
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Seth Sutel has the AP Markets in a Minute report, with a positive start to the day.

    


    


Walmart was one of the strongest forces lifting the market, and it rose 6.5% after reporting stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. It also said its revenue for the year could top the forecasted range it had earlier given. 




Walmart's strength could be an encouraging signal for the broader economy. Worries have been rising about whether U.S. households can keep up with still-high inflation, even if it's not as bad as before, and more expensive credit-card payments, particularly those making lower incomes. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Target, which reports its quarterly results next week, climbed following Walmart's report, along with other retailers like Dollar General and Dollar Tree. Each added at least 2.9%. 
Chubb climbed 4.2% after Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway disclosed it had built an ownership stake in the insurer. 
Stronger-than-expected profit reports have been one of the main reasons U.S. stock indexes jumped through May to records following a tough April. Another has been revived hopes that the Federal Reserve will be able to cut its main interest rate at least once or twice this year. The Fed has been keeping its federal funds rate at the highest level in more than two decades. 

    


A string of worse-than-expected reports on inflation at the start of the year had put the potential for such cuts in jeopardy, but some more encouraging data has since arrived.
Treasury yields have eased in May as hopes rose that the economy could hit the hoped-for sweet spot, where it cools enough because of high interest rates to stifle inflation but not so much that it causes a bad recession. Yields were edging higher Thursday following some mixed data on the economy.
One report showed slightly more workers applied for unemployment benefits last week than economists expected, though the number remains low compared with history. Others said homebuilders broke ground on fewer projects last month than expected, manufacturing growth in the mid-Atlantic region was weaker than hoped and import prices rose more than forecast.
"Today's numbers were in line with the overall theme of the week -- nothing dramatic, but showing signs of a steady-to-cooling economy," said Chris Larkin, managing director, trading and investing, at E-Trade from Morgan Stanley.

    


The yield on the 10-year Treasury ticked up to 4.37% from 4.35% late Wednesday. The two-year yield, which moves more closely with expectations for action by the Fed, rose to 4.78% from 4.72%.
On the losing end of Wall Street, Deere fell 4% despite reporting stronger profit for its latest quarter than expected. It cut its forecast for profit over the full fiscal year below analysts' estimates, as farmers buy fewer tractors and other equipment.
Homebuilders fell following the weaker-than-expected report on housing starts. They gave back some of their big gains the day before, when hopes for lower mortgage rates had sent them sharply higher. Lennar fell 2.1%, and D.R. Horton slipped 2.5%.
GameStop and AMC Entertainment slid for a second straight day, pulling back further from their jaw-dropping starts to the week. They've been moving more on excitement drummed up by investors than any changes to their financial prospects.

    


GameStop fell 20.72%, though it's still up nearly 80% for the week so far. AMC Entertainment lost 10%.
Under Armour swung between losses and gains after it warned that its revenue will be likely down by "a low double-digit percentage rate" this upcoming fiscal year, citing weaker demand from wholesalers and "inconsistent execution across our business." The company announced a restructuring plan to cut costs and also announced a program to buy back up to $500 million of its stock. It was down 0.6%.
In stock markets abroad, indexes were modestly lower in much of Europe after mostly rising in Asia. Hong Kong's Hang Seng jumped 1.6% after reopening following a holiday, while Japan's Nikkei 225 rose 1.4%.
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed. 
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Schauffele gets another major scoring record and sets the pace at PGA Championship
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    [image: Xander Schauffele reacts after missing a putt on the third hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Xander Schauffele celebrates after a birdie on the 18th hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Tiger Woods waves after making a putt on the 13th hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Tiger Woods hits from the bunker on the second hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, hits from the rough on the second hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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[image: Xander Schauffele celebrates after a birdie on the 18th hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Tiger Woods hits from the bunker on the second hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, hits from the rough on the second hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- Xander Schauffele broke the PGA Championship scoring record, seizing on the rain-softened conditions at Valhalla on Thursday with a 9-under 62 to set the early target.
Schauffele also tied the major championship record -- he already was on that list with a 62 last year in the U.S. Open -- on a day of remarkable scoring.
Schauffele, coming off a runner-up finish last week in the Wells Fargo Championship, played the back nine in 31 and then ran off three birdies in a four-hole stretch in the middle of the front nine, all the putts inside 10 feet.
His ninth and final birdie was a long two-putt on the par-5 seventh.
Branden Grace in the 2017 British Open at Royal Birkdale was the first to post a 62 in a major. Schauffele and Rickie Fowler each had a 62 in the opening round of the U.S. Open last year at Los Angeles Country Club.

    


Still to be determined was the size of his lead. Tony Finau was at 6 under and still had four holes to play, while Rory McIlroy had three straight birdies and was four behind Schauffele with two holes to play.
The previous mark at the PGA was a 63. One of those was Jose Maria Olazabal at Valhalla 10 years ago.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pga-championship-valhalla-tiger-scheffler-mcilroy-koepka-d0421ebb2e61aeff9c95a1bb87ee1a72



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Venezuela's barred opposition candidate is now the fiery surrogate of her lesser-known replacement

    Venezuela's barred opposition candidate is now the fiery surrogate of her lesser-known replacement

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado addresses supporters gathered in Sabana de Mendoza, Venezuela, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia became the opposition Unitary Platform's candidate for president after Machado, who won the opposition's presidential primary in 2023, and her handpicked alternative were banned from registering for the July 28 election. (AP Photo/Regina Garcia Cano)]
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[image: A billboard featuring Venezuelan oppositions leaders; Leopoldo Lopez, left, Maria Corina Machado and Juan Guaido, accompanied with a message that accuses the trio of seeking the economic U.S. sanctions, towers over a street in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado, who has been banned from running for office, meets with supporters as she campaigns for the opposition's candidate in Maracaibo, Venezuela, Friday, May 3, 2024. Venezuela's opposition is rallying behind the unknown former diplomat Edmundo Gonzalez to challenge Nicolas Maduro in the July 28th presidential election. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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                                        SABANA DE MENDOZA, Venezuela (AP) -- At an intersection packed in four directions, rallygoers scream and light up cellphones in the evening as Venezuelan opposition figure Maria Corina Machado climbs onto a flatbed truck like a presidential candidate.
She has been barred from the July 28 election. Still, she crisscrosses the country, shaking hands, taking selfies, blowing kisses and promising the defeat of President Nicolas Maduro -- all as a surrogate for a quiet former diplomat who has not yet begun to campaign.
"Maria Corina! Maria Corina!" the people yell, sometimes in unison, in the small Andean foothill town of Sabana de Mendoza. Their cheers are deafening. 
Machado's challenge is whether she can translate her fame and charisma into votes for Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, who was chosen by the chief opposition coalition after Machado was unable to overcome a ruling blocking her candidacy.

    


"I don't remember what his name is," seamstress Danis Cegarra, 48, said of Gonzalez while she waited with her two children for Machado. "Although we don't know much about him, we are going to support him. Well, I am going to support him, because I want a change above all because I have children."




Gonzalez is the third candidate that the Unitary Platform opposition coalition has promoted as its own this year. 
Machado, a former lawmaker, entered 2024 as the group's candidate after easily winning an October presidential primary, but a top court loyal to Venezuela's ruling party affirmed an administrative decision to ban her from office. She appointed a substitute in March, former academic Corina Yoris, who also was barred. Four days later, the coalition picked Gonzalez.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Machado, a free-market proponent who has been campaigning for more than a year, is now introduced as "opposition leader" instead of candidate at her rallies. Gonzalez, 74, has not yet appeared at rallies together with Machado. He will officially launch his campaign Saturday, though he gave a brief address Thursday to supporters with the characteristic subdued tone of a diplomat.

    


"He seems to be a very quiet, consensus-based diplomat. Maria Corina is out there on the stump fire breathing," said Ryan Berg, director of the Americas Program at the Washington-based Center for Strategic and International Studies. "Her job is to bring out people to vote for Edmundo, but it will be interesting to see what he's like if he ever goes out there because it's going to be quite a character mismatch to see him next to her."
Gonzalez began his career as an aide to Venezuela's ambassador in the U.S. in the late 1970s. He had postings in Belgium and El Salvador and served as Caracas' ambassador to Algeria.
His last post was as ambassador to Argentina during the first years of the presidency of Hugo Chavez, who came to power in 1999 and transformed Venezuela with socialist policies like nationalizing industries and launching welfare programs. Chavez handpicked Maduro to replace him before dying of cancer in 2013.
More recently, Gonzalez worked as an international relations consultant and wrote a historical work on Venezuela during World War II. 

    


He told The Associated Press last week he expects various opposition leaders, in addition to Machado, to be his surrogates.
Gonzalez, appearing Thursday before several dozen supporters and leaders of the opposition in Caracas, spoke of a nation dedicated to provide education, healthcare and employment to all citizens, regardless of their political leanings. Attendees chanted "President! President!" and he said Venezuela would work toward "reconciliation" starting July 29.
"Only united and organized can we overcome the obstacles as we have done until now," Gonzalez said at the headquarters of the Venezuelan College of Engineers. "The Venezuela that is to come will be the country of opportunities."
In Sabana de Mendoza, about two and half hours after Machado was scheduled to appear on a recent weekday, she delivered a fiery 20-minute, yes-we-can speech from the truck's roof. She spent one of those minutes talking about Gonzalez.

    


"This community is going to elect this person, Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, our candidate for the presidency," Machado said while holding a banner with Gonzalez's headshot. "He is a good man; he is an honest man. I ask all of you, who have accompanied me and have given me your trust and affection, that we vote firmly and safely for a man who will do a great job."
Machado has not only helped to unify the fractured, personality-driven opposition, her campaigning has drawn the attention -- and rivalry -- of the ruling party.
At least twice in the past month, the United Socialist Party of Venezuela has held rallies on the same day and the same community where Machado was expected to address supporters.
Gonzalez's headshot will appear three times in the July 28 ballot, one for each party he will officially represent. Meanwhile, the headshot of Maduro, who is seeking a third term, will appear 13 times.

    


Maduro's 11-year presidency has been marked by a social, political and economic crisis that obliterated the middle class, pushed millions into poverty and turned some government allies into millionaires. Under his watch, more than 7.7 million Venezuelans have abandoned their homeland, settling primarily in Latin America and Caribbean countries.
The effects of the crisis are evident along a country road that leads to Sabana de Mendoza. Abandoned homes and businesses stretch for several hundred meters. Shuttered gas stations are rusting. People fan themselves because there is no electricity for an air cooler.
Hermogenes Alvarado, 56, an unemployed truck driver, said he will vote for "the other" candidate, Gonzalez, even if he knows next to nothing about him. He said he thinks anyone other than Maduro will bring back jobs to his community.
But next to Alvarado while waiting for a gas station to open, Moises Mendoza, 29, said he is not so certain about Machado's replacement. The maker of maracas, hammocks and ceramics does not see his vote as automatically transferable. For him, staying home on Election Day is an option.
"I don't know who Edmundo is, and I imagine that people with the opposition are going to support him to be able to remove this government," Mendoza said. "If he doesn't convince me, I won't vote."
___
Follow AP's Latin America coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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A Palestinian converted to Judaism. An Israeli soldier saw him as a threat and opened fire

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This 2021 photo provided by Haim Parag shows David Ben-Avraham at a supermarket in the Israeli town of Beit Shamesh, where he briefly worked, in Jerusalem. Ben-Avraham, a Palestinian who was born a Muslim but made the almost unheard-of decision to convert to Judaism years earlier, was fatally shot by an Israeli soldier. (Courtesy of Haim Parag via AP)]
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            By 
            JACK JEFFERY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- At first, it seemed like the kind of shooting that has become all too common in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. A Palestinian aroused suspicions and an Israeli soldier killed him.
But then the deceased was identified as David Ben-Avraham, a Palestinian who had made the almost unheard-of decision to convert from Islam to Judaism years earlier.
His unusual journey had taken him across some of the deepest fault lines in the Middle East and led to some unlikely friendships. Most Palestinians saw him as an eccentric outcast, while many Israelis treated him as an unwelcome convert to a religion that doesn't proselytize.
But in his final moments, he was once again viewed as a Palestinian who was in the wrong place, at a time of widespread anger and suspicion.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: A Palestinian converted to Judaism. An Israeli soldier saw him as a threat and opened fire
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the killing of a Muslim converted to Judaism.

    

A DIVIDED CITY
He was born Sameh Zeitoun in Hebron, home to some 200,000 Palestinians as well as hundreds of Jewish settlers who live in enclaves guarded by Israeli troops. Tensions have run high for decades, often spilling over into violence.

    


Rights groups have long accused Hebron's settlers of harassing Palestinian residents, and Palestinians have committed a number of stabbing and shooting attacks against Israelis over the years. 




At its most extreme, the bitter neighbors live just a few meters apart. In some narrow alleys of Hebron's Old City, metal netting protects Palestinian shoppers from objects thrown by settlers living on the upper floors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Zeitoun first made contact with Jewish settlers over a decade ago, asking for help converting to Judaism, according to Noam Arnon, a Jewish settler in Hebron who went on to befriend him. 
He said Zeitoun was inspired by family stories about his grandfather protecting Jews when riots erupted in 1929, when the Holy Land was under British colonial rule. Palestinians killed dozens of Jewish residents in the city.
"He went further, not only to live as a good neighbor but to join the Jewish community," Arnon recounted.

    


A RARE CONVERSION
Conversion to other faiths is deeply frowned upon in Islam. In much of the Muslim world, those who do so are cast out of their communities, sometimes violently. Judaism, unlike Islam and Christianity, has no tradition of proselytization.
Such a conversion is even more fraught in Israel and the Palestinian territories, where religion and nationality usually overlap in a decades-old conflict. Judaism is the faith of most of the soldiers who patrol the territory and the settlers whom Palestinians see as hostile colonizers. 
Arnon said most of the settlers from Hebron's tight-knit community refused to accept Ben-Avraham. Only Arnon and a few others interacted with him, helping with his conversion application papers.
Religious conversions are rare but legal in areas administered by the semi-autonomous Palestinian Authority. Most are undertaken by Palestinian Christians converting to Islam for marriage.
In Israel, converting to Judaism requires an application to the government-run Conversion Authority. Ben-Avraham submitted two requests in 2018 but did not meet the requirements, according to a government official who was not authorized to speak with media and spoke on condition of anonymity.

    


With that pathway closed, Ben Avraham turned to Israel's insular ultra-Orthodox community and eventually made his conversion official in 2020, according to documents published online.
AN ARREST
In the year before his conversion, Ben-Avraham was detained by the Palestinian Authority's intelligence unit in Hebron, according to Arnon and a local Palestinian activist, Issa Amro.
The reason for his arrest was never publicly disclosed, but they believe his conversion and open connections with Israelis attracted unwanted attention.
Palestinians can face arrest or even death if they're seen as collaborating with Israeli authorities. But few would have suspected Ben-Avraham of being an informant because his story was widely known.
Ben-Avraham told the Israeli news site Times of Israel that he was held for two months in solitary confinement and beaten before being released. Around that time, a video emerged showing him holding what appears to be a Quran and pledging his Muslim faith. 

    


Arnon and Amro said his statement was likely made under duress during detention. The PA's prosecution office said it had no information about his case.
After his release, Ben-Avraham moved in with Haim Parag, a Jewish friend who lived in Jerusalem. He returned to Hebron infrequently because of safety concerns and continued his Jewish studies. Parag said the pair regularly prayed together at a nearby synagogue.
"He was like a son to me," he said.
Parag also said he met Ben-Avraham's wife and some of his children, and that several close family members maintained a relationship with him even after his conversion. 
The Zeitoun family declined to speak with The Associated Press, fearing reprisal. In the end, Ben-Avraham left little public record of what drove his personal convictions.

    


A DEADLY SHOOTING
Ben-Avraham was waiting outside a West Bank settlement for an Israeli bus to take him to Parag's apartment March 19 when he got into an argument in Hebrew with an Israeli soldier. 
Across the West Bank, Jewish settlers live apart from Palestinians in guarded settlements where they're subject to different laws. Palestinians are generally barred from entering settlements unless they have work permits.
"Are you Jewish?" the soldier shouts in a video that circulated online and appears to have been shot by his body camera.
"Of course," Ben Avraham answers.
"What's your name?" the soldier says.
"David." he replies.
"David?" the soldier says.
"Ben-Avraham, stupid."
The soldier then orders Ben-Avraham to step away from his bag on the ground and raise his hands in the air, before saying sarcastically, "Jewish." 
A second video, apparently taken from a nearby security camera, appears to show two soldiers shooting Ben-Avraham from a close distance as he keels over backward onto the sidewalk.
The army said a small knife was found in Ben Avraham's bag after the shooting. Parag said he gave him the knife for self-defense.
The Israeli army said it's investigating the shooting, but rights groups say soldiers are rarely held accountable in such situations.
Israeli forces have been on high alert as the West Bank has seen a surge of violence linked to the war in Gaza. Nearly 500 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire since the war's start, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. Many have been shot dead in armed clashes during military raids, others for throwing stones at troops, and some who were posing no apparent threat.
Palestinians have also carried out several stabbing and other attacks against Israelis.
Arnon said the shooting was a tragic misunderstanding. Parag, Ben-Avraham's friend in Jerusalem, accused the soldiers of racial profiling, saying they saw Ben-Avraham for his background and not his unexpected beliefs. 
A FUNERAL
Even in death, Ben-Avraham's identity was contested.
Parag and another Israeli friend asked an Israeli court for the body to buried him at a Jewish cemetery, filing a petition against members of the Zeitoun family who wanted a Muslim funeral. Bezalel Hochman, a lawyer representing the two Israelis, said the Tel Aviv family court ruled in their favor.
After his death caused a public outcry, the Interior Ministry granted him Israeli residency, saying it wanted "to fulfill the will and desire of the deceased to be part of the nation of Israel."
Ben Avraham was buried in April in a Jewish cemetery on the foothills of Mount Gerizim, near the Palestinian city of Nablus, Parag said. The hilltop is sacred for Samaritans -- a small, ancient religious minority that straddles the Palestinian-Israeli divide, just like Ben-Avraham.
No one from the Zeitoun family attended the funeral, said Parag, who's designing his friend's gravestone.
He said it will read: "David Ben-Avraham Zeitoun Parag. The Holy Jew."
___
Associated Press writer Tia Goldenberg in Jerusalem contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinian-islam-judaism-convert-killed-93dcc0b46cc61ac8a81c36501856952f
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Violence rages in New Caledonia as France rushes emergency reinforcements to its Pacific territory

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Violence raged across New Caledonia for the third consecutive day on Thursday, hours after France imposed a state of emergency in the French Pacific territory, boosting security forces' powers to quell deadly unrest in the archipelago where some residents have long sought to break free from France.
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    [image: Smoke rises during protests in Noumea, New Caledonia, Wednesday May 15, 2024. France has imposed a state of emergency in the French Pacific territory of New Caledonia. The measures imposed on Wednesday for at least 12 days boost security forces' powers to quell deadly unrest that has left four people dead, erupting after protests over voting reforms. (AP Photo/Nicolas Job)]
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[image: Residents stand in a blockade in Noumea, New Caledonia, Wednesday May, 15, 2024. Violence is raging across New Caledonia for the third consecutive day and France has imposed a state of emergency in the French Pacific territory. (AP Photo/Nicolas Job)]
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[image: Residents stand in a blockade in Noumea, New Caledonia, Wednesday, May, 15, 2024. Violence is raging across New Caledonia for the third consecutive day and France has imposed a state of emergency in the French Pacific territory. (AP Photo/Nicolas Job)]
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[image: Residents gather in a street in Noumea, New Caledonia, Wednesday May 15, 2024. France has imposed a state of emergency in the French Pacific territory of New Caledonia. The measures imposed on Wednesday for at least 12 days boost security forces' powers to quell deadly unrest that has left four people dead, erupting after protests over voting reforms. (AP Photo/Nicolas Job)]
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[image: A blockade is pictured in Noumea, New Caledonia, Thursday May, 16, 2024. France has imposed a state of emergency in the French Pacific territory of New Caledonia. The measures imposed on Wednesday for at least 12 days boost security forces' powers to quell deadly unrest that has left four people dead, erupting after protests over voting reforms. (AP Photo/Cedric Jacquot)]
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[image: A burnt car store is pictured in Noumea, New Caledonia, Tuesday May, 14, 2024. France has imposed a state of emergency in the French Pacific territory of New Caledonia. The measures imposed on Wednesday for at least 12 days boost security forces' powers to quell deadly unrest that has left four people dead, erupting after protests over voting reforms. (AP Photo/Cedric Jacquot)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Violence raged across New Caledonia for the third consecutive day Thursday, hours after France imposed a state of emergency in the French Pacific territory, boosting security forces' powers to quell unrest in the archipelago that has long sought independence. 
French authorities in New Caledonia and the interior ministry in Paris said five people, including two police officers, were killed after protests earlier this week over voting reforms pushed by President Emmanuel Macron's government turned deadly. 
At least 60 members of the security forces were injured and 214 people were arrested over clashes with police, arson and looting Thursday, the territory's top French official, High Commissioner Louis Le Franc, said. 
"Everything is being done to restore order and calm that Caledonians deserve," French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal said after a meeting at the Elysee presidential palace in Paris. 
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    AP Paris bureau correspondent John Leicester reports it's unlikely the unrest in France's Pacific territory of New Caledonia will have an impact on the upcoming Summer Olympics in Paris.

    


    


He said that in addition to 1,700 security forces troops that have already been deployed to help police, 1,000 more are on the way but the situation "remains very tense, with looting, riots, arson and attacks, which are unbearable and unspeakable."




Two members of the island's Indigenous Kanak community were among the five dead, French Interior and Overseas Territories Minister Gerald Darmanin said Thursday as he vowed that France "will regain total control." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said 10 people, all allegedly from the pro-independence movement known as The Field Acton Coordination Unit, were under house arrest. In April, the group had backed several protests against French authorities on the island. 
Still, Darmanin claimed the movement is a "small group which calls itself pro-independence, but instead commits looting, murder and violence." 
Leaders of a Kanak Workers Union in Paris appealed for calm and said they were deeply saddened by deaths in their faraway homeland. 

    


"We wish to see the French government make a strong political statement rather than send troops," a union leader Rock Haocas told reporters on Thursday. "Starting a conversation would be a strong political statement." 
In New Caledonia, The National Council of Chiefs of the Indigenous Kanak people condemned "all acts of vandalism and gun violence," but rejected the allegations that the pro-independence movement was involved in the deadly violence. 
Grand Chief Hippolyte Sinewami-Htamumu expressed full support for the pro-independence group, which has mobilized more than a hundred thousand people "of all ages and from all backgrounds" in peaceful protests in recent months in the capital, Noumea, and throughout the island. 
"This is not a 'terrorist group' or 'mafia group,' as certain political leaders want us to believe," he said in a statement on Thursday. 
The state of emergency will be in place for at least 12 days as French military forces were being deployed to protect ports and airports and to free up police troops. The curfew has been extended until Friday morning, said Le Franc, the high commissioner. 
The territory's political parties also appealed for calm on both sides -- those who support independence and those who want the island to remain part of France. 

    


The last time France imposed emergency powers on one of its overseas territories was in 1985, also in New Caledonia. The measures enable French and local authorities on the archipelago to tackle unrest, authorizing house detentions for those deemed a threat to public order, allowing for searches, weapons' seizures and restricting movement, with possible jail time for violators. 
The Pacific island east of Australia, home to about 270,000 people and 10 time zones ahead of Paris, is known to tourists for its UNESCO World Heritage atolls and reefs. Tensions have simmered for decades between the Indigenous Kanaks seeking independence and colonizers' descendants who want it to remain part of France. 
People of European descent in New Caledonia, which has long served as France's prison colony and now has a French military base, distinguish between descendants of colonizers and descendants of the many prisoners sent to the territory by force. 

    


This week's unrest erupted as the French legislature in Paris debated amending the French constitution to make changes to voter lists in New Caledonia. The National Assembly on Wednesday approved a bill that will, among other changes, allow residents who have lived in New Caledonia for 10 years to cast ballots in provincial elections.
Opponents say this will benefit pro-France politicians in New Caledonia and further marginalize the Kanaks, who had once suffered from strict segregation policies and widespread discrimination. 
Macron said Wednesday that he would convene the Congress, a joint session of lawmakers from both houses of the French parliament, by the end of June to amend the constitution and make the bill law in the absence of a meaningful dialogue and consensus among local representatives. 

    


New Caledonia became French in 1853 under Emperor Napoleon III, Napoleon's nephew and heir. It became an overseas territory after World War II, with French citizenship granted to all Kanaks in 1957. 
A peace deal between rival factions was reached in 1988. A decade later, France promised to grant New Caledonia political power and broad autonomy, and hold up to three successive referendums on the island's future.
The referendums were organized between 2018 to 2021 and a majority of voters chose to have New Caledonia remain part of France, instead of backing independence. 
The pro-independence Kanak people rejected the results of the last, 2021 referendum, which they had boycotted because it was held at the height of the coronavirus pandemic. 
___
Surk reported from Nice, France. Associated Press reporter Oleg Cetinic in Paris contributed to this report. 
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Who is Robert Fico, the populist Slovak prime minister wounded in a shooting?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Slovakia's populist prime minister, Robert Fico, was shot multiple times and gravely wounded Wednesday after a political event in an attempted assassination that shocked the small country and reverberated across Europe.
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            Slovak Prime Minister Fico arrives at hospital by helicopter after shooting

        
        
            Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting after a political event Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile. He was taken to hospital in Banska Bystrica by helicopter after the shooting.
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    [image: Police cars are parked outside the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting after a political event Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile.(AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Police and officials stand outside the entrance of the emergency room of the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting after a political event Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile.(AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, shakes hands with Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico during their meeting in the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Aug. 25, 2016. Prime Minister Robert Fico returned to power in Slovakia last year. Having previously served twice as prime minister, from 2006 to 2010 and again from 2012 to 2018, the 59-year-old's third term made him the longest-serving head of government in Slovakia's history. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, pool, File)]
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[image: Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico speaks during a press conference with Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban at the Carmelite Monastery in Budapest, Hungary, Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos, File)]
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[image: FILE - Slovakia's President Zuzana Caputova, right, and newly appointed Prime Minister Robert Fico pose for a photo during a swear in ceremony at the Presidential Palace in Bratislava, Slovakia, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. Prime Minister Robert Fico returned to power in Slovakia last year. Having previously served twice as prime minister, from 2006 to 2010 and again from 2012 to 2018, the 59-year-old's third term made him the longest-serving head of government in Slovakia's history. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)]
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[image: Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico, right, talks to Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024. Prime Minister Robert Fico returned to power in Slovakia last year. Having previously served twice as prime minister, from 2006 to 2010 and again from 2012 to 2018, the 59-year-old's third term made him the longest-serving head of government in Slovakia's history. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]
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[image: Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico arrives for a cabinet's away-from-home session in the town of Handlova, Slovakia, Wednesday, May, 15, 2024. Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot and injured after the away-from-home government meeting in Handlova, according to information confirmed by Parliamentary Vice-Chair Lubos Blaha, who suspended the House session. (Radovan Stoklasa/TASR via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Leader of the Smer-Social Democracy party Robert Fico addresses the media during a press conference a day after the Slovakia's general election in Bratislava, Sunday, March 1, 2020. Slovakia's populist Prime Minister Robert Fico was wounded in a shooting Wednesday May 15, 2024 and taken to hospital. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)]
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FILE - Leader of the Smer-Social Democracy party Robert Fico addresses the media during a press conference a day after the Slovakia's general election in Bratislava, Sunday, March 1, 2020. Slovakia's populist Prime Minister Robert Fico was wounded in a shooting Wednesday May 15, 2024 and taken to hospital. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)
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[image: Policemen stand outside the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting after a political event Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile.(AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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Policemen stand outside the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting after a political event Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile.(AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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[image: A police line is placed outside the entrance of the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting after a political event Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile.(AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Television crews report from the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting after a political event Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile.(AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: News crews walk outside the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting after a political event Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile.(AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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[image: Police and officials stand outside the entrance of the emergency room of the F. D. Roosevelt University Hospital, where Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot and injured, is treated in Banska Bystrica, central Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico is in life-threatening condition after being wounded in a shooting after a political event Wednesday afternoon, according to his Facebook profile.(AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot multiple times after a political event Wednesday afternoon, an episode of violence that punctuated his decades-long career in politics. 
A hospital official where Fico was being treated said on Thursday that he was in serious but stable condition, and that he was being kept in an intensive care unit after a five-hour surgery. 
Slovak authorities charged a man Thursday with attempting to assassinate the populist prime minister, saying the suspect acted alone in a politically motivated attack.
Fico, 59, was born in 1964 in what was then Czechoslovakia. A member of the Communist Party before the dissolution of communism, he took a law degree in 1986 and was first elected to Slovakia's parliament in 1992 as a member of the Party of the Democratic Left.




He served for several years in the 1990s as a governmental agent representing the Slovak Republic before the European Court of Human Rights and the European Commission of Human Rights. In 1999, he became chairman of the Smer (Direction) party, of which he has been a pivotal figure ever since.

    


He and Smer have most often been described as left-populist, though he has also been compared to right-wing politicians like the nationalist prime minister of neighboring Hungary, Viktor Orban. 
Fico returned to power in Slovakia last year, having previously served twice as prime minister, from 2006 to 2010 and again from 2012 to 2018. His fourth term made him the longest-serving head of government in the history of Slovakia, a European Union and NATO member. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After five years in opposition, Fico's party won parliamentary elections last year on a pro-Russian and anti-American platform. He vowed to bring an end to Slovakia providing Ukraine with military support as it battled Russia's full-scale invasion, and has argued that NATO and the United States provoked Moscow into war. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


After his election victory, the new government immediately halted arms deliveries to Ukraine. Thousands repeatedly took to the streets across Slovakia to rally against Fico's pro-Russian and other policies, including plans to amend the penal code to eliminate a special anti-graft prosecutor and to take control of public media.
Fico's return to power caused concern among his critics that he and his party -- which had long been tainted by scandal -- would lead Slovakia away from its pro-Western course. He vowed to pursue a "sovereign" foreign policy, promised a tough stance against migration and non-governmental organizations, and campaigned against LGBTQ+ rights.
He earned a reputation for his tirades against journalists, and faced criminal charges in 2022 for allegedly creating a criminal group and misuse of power, but the charges were dropped by Slovakia's prosecutor general. 
In 2018, he and his government stepped down amid mass street protests after Slovakian investigative journalist Jan Kuciak was murdered along with his fiancee. Kuciak had been reporting on tax-related crimes implicating high-level Slovak politicians including some in Fico's party, and his murder set off a political crisis. 
Fico is married and has one child. 
___
This version corrects that Fico is serving his fourth term as prime minister, not his third.
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Webb telescope uncovers merger of two massive black holes from early universe

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by NASA shows the ZS7 galaxy system, revealing the ionized hydrogen emission in orange and the doubly ionized oxygen emission in dark red. (ESA/Webb, NASA via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This image released by NASA shows the ZS7 galaxy system, revealing the ionized hydrogen emission in orange and the doubly ionized oxygen emission in dark red. (ESA/Webb, NASA via AP)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- The Webb Space Telescope has discovered the earliest known merger of black holes. 
These two gigantic black holes and their galaxies consolidated just 740 million years after the universe-forming Big Bang. It's the most distant detection ever made of merging black holes, scientists reported Thursday. 
One black hole is 50 million times more massive than our sun. The other is thought to be similar in size, but is buried in dense gas, which makes it harder to measure. 
Until now, astronomers weren't sure how supermassive black holes got so big. 
The latest findings, published in the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society, suggest mergers are how black holes can grow so rapidly -- "even at cosmic dawn," said lead author Hannah Ubler of the University of Cambridge.
"Massive black holes have been shaping the evolution of galaxies from the very beginning," Ubler said in a statement.

    


Launched in 2021 as the eventual successor to NASA's Hubble Space Telescope, Webb is the biggest and most powerful observatory ever sent into space. A joint U.S.-European project, the infrared observatory surveys the universe from a location 1 million miles (1.6 million kilometers) from Earth.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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China and Russia reaffirm their close ties as Moscow presses its offensive in Ukraine

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    China's leader Xi Jinping has welcomed Russia's President Vladimir Putin at an official ceremony Thursday on his state visit to China. Putin's visit comes as Russia has become more economically dependent on China following Moscow's military operation in Ukraine more than two years ago.
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            Russia's Putin expresses gratitude to Xi for China's 'initiatives' to resolve Ukraine conflict

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin expressed gratitude to Xi Jinping for China's initiatives to resolve the Ukraine conflict at their Beijing summit Thursday where the Chinese leader said China hopes Europe will return to peace and stability soon and that China will play a constructive role.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Russia's Putin expresses gratitude to Xi for China's 'initiatives' to resolve Ukraine conflict
Russian President Vladimir Putin expressed gratitude to Xi Jinping for China's initiatives to resolve the Ukraine conflict at their Beijing summit Thursday where the Chinese leader said China hopes Europe will return to peace and stability soon and that China will play a constructive role.
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            Xi welcomes Putin at official ceremony as Russian president begins state visit to China

        
        
            China's leader Xi Jinping has welcomed Russia's President Vladimir Putin at an official ceremony Thursday on his state visit to China. Putin's visit comes as Russia has become more economically dependent on China following Moscow's military operation in Ukraine more than two years ago.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Xi welcomes Putin at official ceremony as Russian president begins state visit to China
China's leader Xi Jinping has welcomed Russia's President Vladimir Putin at an official ceremony Thursday on his state visit to China. Putin's visit comes as Russia has become more economically dependent on China following Moscow's military operation in Ukraine more than two years ago.
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            West watches warily as Russia's Vladimir Putin meets Xi Jinping during two-day trip to China

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin has landed in Beijing as part of a two-day state visit to China. Putin's visit comes as Russia has become more economically dependent on China following Moscow's full-scale invasion of Ukraine more than two years ago. (AP Production Tracy Brown)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        West watches warily as Russia's Vladimir Putin meets Xi Jinping during two-day trip to China
Russian President Vladimir Putin has landed in Beijing as part of a two-day state visit to China. Putin's visit comes as Russia has become more economically dependent on China following Moscow's full-scale invasion of Ukraine more than two years ago. (AP Production Tracy Brown)
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            Putin and Xi hold talks in Beijing

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin held talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing on Thursday, in which he stressed the two countries' strong relations.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Putin and Xi hold talks in Beijing
Russian President Vladimir Putin held talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing on Thursday, in which he stressed the two countries' strong relations.
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin arrives in Beijing for state visit to China

        
        
            Russia's President Vladimir Putin landed on Thursday in Beijing for a two-day state visit to China. The Kremlin said this will be Putin's first foreign trip since he was sworn in as president and began his fifth term in office.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Russian President Vladimir Putin arrives in Beijing for state visit to China
Russia's President Vladimir Putin landed on Thursday in Beijing for a two-day state visit to China. The Kremlin said this will be Putin's first foreign trip since he was sworn in as president and began his fifth term in office.
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    [image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin look toward each other as they shake hands prior to their talks in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 18 | Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin look toward each other as they shake hands prior to their talks in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin look toward each other as they shake hands prior to their talks in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 18 | Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a concert marking the 75th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Russia and China and opening of China-Russia Years of Culture at the National Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a concert marking the 75th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Russia and China and opening of China-Russia Years of Culture at the National Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands during their meeting in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 18 | Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands during their meeting in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands during their meeting in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a wreath laying ceremony at the Monument to the People's Heroes in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a wreath laying ceremony at the Monument to the People's Heroes in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, center right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, center right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin pose for a photo prior to their talks in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walk during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walk during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 18
Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walk during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, foreground right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, foreground left, walk past members of Russian cabinet during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 18
Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin review the honor guard during an official welcome ceremony in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, attends a wreath laying ceremony at the Monument to the People's Heroes in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, attends a wreath laying ceremony at the Monument to the People's Heroes in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, attends a wreath laying ceremony at the Monument to the People's Heroes in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese leader Xi Jinping on Thursday reaffirmed their "no-limits" partnership that has deepened as both countries face rising tensions with the West, and they criticized U.S. military alliances in Asia and the Pacific region.
At their summit in Beijing, Putin thanked Xi for China's proposals for ending the war in Ukraine, which have been rejected by Ukraine and its Western supporters as largely following the Kremlin's line.

    
        
    
Putin's two-day state visit to one of his strongest allies and trading partners comes as Russian forces are pressing an offensive in northeastern Ukraine's Kharkiv region in the most significant border incursion since the full-scale invasion began on Feb. 24, 2022. 
China claims to take a neutral position in the conflict, but it has backed the Kremlin's contentions that Russia was provoked into attacking Ukraine by the West, and it continues to supply key components needed by Moscow for weapons production.

    


China, which has not criticized the invasion, proposed a broadly worded peace plan in 2023, calling for a cease-fire and for direct talks between Moscow and Kyiv. The plan was rejected by both Ukraine and the West for failing to call for Russia to leave occupied parts of Ukraine.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: China and Russia reaffirm their close ties as Moscow presses its offensive in Ukraine
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on a summit between the leaders of China and Russia.

    

China also gave a rhetorical nod to Russia's narrative about Nazism in Ukraine, with a joint statement Thursday that said Moscow and Beijing should defend the post-World War II order and "severely condemn the glorification of or even attempts to revive Nazism and militarism."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Putin has cited the "denazification" of Ukraine as a main goal of the military action, falsely describing the government of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who is Jewish and lost relatives in the Holocaust, as neo-Nazis.
The largely symbolic and ceremonial visit stressed partnership between two countries who both face challenges in their relationship with the U.S. and Europe.

    


"Both sides want to show that despite what is happening globally, despite the pressure that both sides are facing from the U.S., both sides are not about to turn their backs on each other anytime soon," said Hoo Tiang Boon, who researches Chinese foreign policy at Singapore's Nanyang Technological University.
While Putin and Xi said they were seeking an end to the war, they offered no new proposals in their public remarks.
"China hopes for the early return of Europe to peace and stability and will continue to play a constructive role toward this," Xi said in prepared remarks to media in Beijing's Great Hall of the People. His words echoed what China said when it offered a broad plan for peace.
Earlier in the day, Putin was welcomed in Tiananmen Square with military pomp and cannons firing.
On the eve of his visit, Putin said China's proposal could "lay the groundwork for a political and diplomatic process that would take into account Russia's security concerns and contribute to achieving a long-term and sustainable peace."
Zelenskyy has said any negotiations must include a restoration of Ukraine's territorial integrity, the withdrawal of Russian troops, the release of all prisoners, a tribunal for those responsible for the aggression and security guarantees for Ukraine.

    


Putin said he would brief Xi about the situation in Ukraine, adding: "We appreciate the initiative of our Chinese colleagues and friends to regulate the situation."
After Russia's latest offensive in Ukraine last week, the war is in a critical stage as Ukraine's depleted military waits for new supplies of anti-aircraft missiles and artillery shells from the United States after months of delay. 
The joint statement from China and Russia also criticized U.S. foreign policy at length, hitting out at U.S.-formed alliances, which the statement called having a "Cold War mentality."
"Both sides expressed serious concern about the consequences caused to the strategic stability of the Asia-Pacific region by AUKUS," according to the statement, referring to the acronym for Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States.

    


China and Russia also accused the U.S. of deploying land-based intermediate range missile systems in the Asia-Pacific under the pretext of joint exercises with allies. They said that the U.S. actions in Asia were "changing the balance of power"and "endangering the security of all countries in the region."
The joint statement demonstrated China's support to Russia.
"There's so much Chinese falling over themselves to give Russia face and respect without saying anything specific, and without committing themselves to anything," said Susan Thornton, a former diplomat and a senior fellow at the Paul Tsai China Center at Yale Law School.
The meeting was yet another affirmation of the friendly "no limits" relationship China and Russia signed in 2022, just before Moscow invaded Ukraine.

    


Since then, Russia has become increasingly dependent economically on China as Western sanctions cut its access to much of the international trading system. China's increased trade with Russia, totaling $240 billion last year, has helped the country mitigate some of the worst blowback from sanctions.
Moscow has diverted the bulk of its energy exports to China and relied on Chinese companies for importing high-tech components for Russian military industries to circumvent Western sanctions.
"I and President Putin agree we should actively look for convergence points of the interests of both countries, to develop each's advantages, and deepen integration of interests, realizing each others' achievements," Xi said. 
Xi congratulated Putin on starting his fifth term in office and celebrated the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the former Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China, which was established following a civil war in 1949. Putin has eliminated all major political opponents and faced no real challenge in the March election. Like Xi, he hasn't laid out plans for a potential successor. 
"In a famous song of that time, 75 years ago -- it is still performed today -- there is a phrase that has become a catchphrase: 'Russians and Chinese are brothers forever,'" Putin said.
Russia-China military ties have strengthened during the war. They have held a series of joint war games in recent years, including naval drills and patrols by long-range bombers over the Sea of Japan and the East China Sea. Russian and Chinese ground forces also have deployed to the other country's territory for joint drills.
China remains a major market for Russian military, while also massively expanding its domestic defensive industries, including building aircraft carriers and nuclear submarines.
Putin has previously said that Russia has been sharing highly sensitive military technologies with China that helped significantly bolster its defense capability.
___
Wu reported from Bangkok. Yu Bing and Wanqing Chen in Beijing, Christopher Bodeen in Taipei, and Jim Heintz and Dasha Litvinova in Tallinn, Estonia, contributed.
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All eyes are on Coppola in Cannes. Sound familiar?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Francis Ford Coppola on Thursday will premiere at the Cannes Film Festival a film on which he has risked everything, one that's arriving clouded by rumors of production turmoil. Sound familiar? On Thursday, Coppola's self-financed opus "Megalopolis" will make its much-awaited premiere. (May 16)
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    [image: FILE - Film director Francis Ford Coppola appears with his wife Ellie at the Cannes Film Festival on May 19, 1979. Coppola is back at Cannes with his latest film "Megalopolis." (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Swiss actress Marthe Keller, from left, U.S. director Francis Ford Coppola "Gold Palms" winner for his film "The Conversation", Marie-Jose Nat with her prize of Feminine Interpretation, U.S. actor Jack Nicholson, best Men Interpretation and U.S. actor Tony Curtis, after the prize ceremony of the Cannes International Film Festival which ended on May 24, 1974 in Cannes, France. Coppola is back at Cannes with his latest film "Megalopolis." (AP Photo/Jean-Jacques Levy, File)]
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[image: FILE - American director Francis Ford Coppola and his wife, Ellie, arrive for the world premiere of his movie "Apocalypse Now" at the Cannes International Film Festival in the South of France on May 19, 1979. Coppola is back at Cannes with his latest film "Megalopolis." (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Directors Volker Schlondorff, left, and Francis Ford Coppola, winners of the Palm D'Or prize, are shown at the awards ceremony at Cannes International Film Festival on May 25, 1979. Schlondorff directed "The Tin Drum," and Coppola directed "Apocalypse Now." (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Francis Ford Coppola arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. Coppola's film, "Megalopolis" will compete at the 77th Cannes Film Festival. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | FILE - Francis Ford Coppola arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. Coppola's film, "Megalopolis" will compete at the 77th Cannes Film Festival. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6
FILE - Francis Ford Coppola arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. Coppola's film, "Megalopolis" will compete at the 77th Cannes Film Festival. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - American director Francis Ford Coppola, center, carries his daughter Sofia, 8, through the crowd after the formal presentation of the U.S. film "Apocalypse Now", at the Cannes International Film Festival in France on May 19, 1979. His son Gian Carlo, 15, and his wife Ellie are left. Coppola is back at Cannes with his latest film "Megalopolis." (AP Photo/Jean-Jacques Levy, File)]
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                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- Francis Ford Coppola on Thursday will premiere at the Cannes Film Festival a film on which he has risked everything, one that's arriving clouded by rumors of production turmoil. Sound familiar?
On Thursday, Coppola's self-financed opus "Megalopolis" will make its much-awaited premiere. Other films are debuting in Cannes with more fanfare and hype, but none has quite the curiosity of "Megalopolis," the first film by the 85-year-old filmmaker in 13 years. Coppola put $120 million of his own money into it.
Forty-five years ago, something very similar played out when Coppola was toiling over the edit for "Apocalypse Now." The movie's infamous Philippines production, which would be documented by Coppola's late wife, Eleanor, was already legend. The originally planned release in December 1977 had come and gone. Coppola had, himself, poured some $16 million into the $31 million budget for his Vietnam-set telling of Joseph Conrad's "Heart of Darkness." 

    


"I was terrified. For one thing, I was on the hook for the whole budget personally -- that's why I came to own it," Coppola said in 2019. "In addition, in those days interest was over 25, 27%. So it looked as though, especially given the controversy and all the bogus articles being written about a movie that no one knew anything about but were predicting it was 'the heralded mess' of that year, it looked as though I was never going to get out of the jeopardy I was in. I had kids, I was young. I had no family fortune behind me. I was scared stiff."

    
    The Cannes Film Festival has begun. Here's what to know: 

	Festival diaries: AP Film Writer Jake Coyle is in Cannes, France, reporting on the festival. Follow along with his behind-the-scenes diaries. 
	How it all works: We broke down the festival's unique landscape, lineup, prizes and what's up with those long standing ovations. 
	What to expect: #MeToo upheaval in France, potential strikes and protests and George Miller's "Furiosa" all have Cannes buzzing. 
	The Palm Dog: Messi is in attendance. But who will win the coveted (but unofficial) Palm Dog? 



    



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gilles Jacob, delegate general of Cannes, traveled to visit Coppola, hoping he could coax him into returning to the festival where the director's "The Conversation" had won the Palme d'Or in 1974. In his book, "Citizen Cannes: The Man Behind the Cannes Film Festival," Jacob recounted finding Coppola in the editing suite "beset by financial woes and struggling with 20 miles of film." 

    


By springtime 1979, Coppola had assembled an edit he screened in Los Angeles -- much as he recently did "Megalopolis." When Jacob got wind of the screening, he threw himself into securing it for that year's Cannes.
"Already considered an event even before it had been shown, 'Apocalypse Now' would be the festival's crowning glory," Jacob wrote. He added: "Ultimately I knew it was Cannes' setting -- more than a match for his own megalomania -- that would convince him to come."
But Coppola wasn't so sure. The film was unfinished, didn't have credits yet and he still was unsure about the ending. But after some back-and-forth and debate about whether "Apocalypse Now" would screen in or out of competition, it was decided: It would screen as a "work in progress" -- in competition.
At the premiere in Cannes, Coppola carried his daughter, Sofia, then 8, on his shoulders. The response to the film wasn't immediately overwhelming.
"'Apocalypse Now,' one of the most ballyhooed movies of the decade, got only a polite response at the Cannes Film Festival on Saturday," wrote the Herald Tribune. 

    


At the press conference, Coppola was defensive about the bad press the film received and the attention given to its budget. 
"Why is it that I, the first one to make a film about Vietnam, a film about morality, am so criticized when you can spend that much about a gorilla or a little jerk who flies around in the sky?" asked Coppola.
But "Apocalypse Now" would ultimately go down as one of Cannes' most mythologized premieres. The president of the jury that year, French author Francoise Sagan, preferred another entry about war: "The Tin Drum," Volker Schlondorff's adaptation of the Gunter Grass novel. The jury, split between the two, gave the Palme d'Or to both. 
"Megalopolis," too, will be premiering in competition on Thursday.
The day after the 1978 Cannes closing ceremony, Jacob recalled running into Coppola at the Carlton Hotel, just as he was leaving. 
"A big, black limousine was about to drive off. The back door opened and Francis got out," Jacob wrote. "He came up to me, held out his hand and, as he removed a big cigar from between his teeth, said, 'I only received half a Palme d'Or.'"

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/megalopolis-francis-ford-coppola-cannes-film-festival-60e6fe4b066e91f1ceeea5feac0dc0bf
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As countries tighten anti-gay laws, more and more LGBTQ+ migrants seek safety and asylum in Europe

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    They smile, love to dance, and play with their dog Paddy in their small but cosy apartment, one hour north of Rome, finally enjoying a new life together, and the freedom to love each other and be who they are. Ella Anthony and Doris Ezuruike Chinonso crossed the Mediterranean and made it to Italy after suffering violence, fear and discrimination in Nigeria, their home country, where they were persecuted for their homosexuality. (AP video: Maria Grazia Murru and Veronica Andrea Sauchelli/Production: Maria Grazia Murru)
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    [image: Ella Anthony, left, and her partner Doris Ezuruike Chinons pose for a photo with their dog Paddy, during an interview in their house in Passo Corese, near Rome, Monday, March 11, 2024. Knowing that she faced a possible prison term since Nigeria criminalizes same-sex relationships, Anthony fled with her partner to Libya in 2014 and then Italy, where they both won asylum. Their claim? That they had a well-founded fear of anti-LGBTQ+ persecution back home. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Ella Anthony and her partner Doris Ezuruike Chinons show photos of themselves during an interview in their house in Passo Corese, near Rome, Monday, March 11, 2024. Knowing that she faced a possible prison term since Nigeria criminalizes same-sex relationships, Anthony fled with her partner to Libya in 2014 and then Italy, where they both won asylum. Their claim? That they had a well-founded fear of anti-LGBTQ+ persecution back home. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | Ella Anthony and her partner Doris Ezuruike Chinons show photos of themselves during an interview in their house in Passo Corese, near Rome, Monday, March 11, 2024. Knowing that she faced a possible prison term since Nigeria criminalizes same-sex relationships, Anthony fled with her partner to Libya in 2014 and then Italy, where they both won asylum. Their claim? That they had a well-founded fear of anti-LGBTQ+ persecution back home. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7
Ella Anthony and her partner Doris Ezuruike Chinons show photos of themselves during an interview in their house in Passo Corese, near Rome, Monday, March 11, 2024. Knowing that she faced a possible prison term since Nigeria criminalizes same-sex relationships, Anthony fled with her partner to Libya in 2014 and then Italy, where they both won asylum. Their claim? That they had a well-founded fear of anti-LGBTQ+ persecution back home. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ella Anthony, is hugged by her partner Doris Ezuruike Chinons during an interview in their house in Passo Corese, near Rome, Monday, March 11, 2024. Knowing that she faced a possible prison term since Nigeria criminalizes same-sex relationships, Anthony fled with her partner to Libya in 2014 and then Italy, where they both won asylum. Their claim? That they had a well-founded fear of anti-LGBTQ+ persecution back home. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Ella Anthony, right, and her partner Doris Ezuruike Chinons, dance in their house after an interview in their house in Passo Corese, near Rome, Monday, March 11, 2024. Knowing that she faced a possible prison term since Nigeria criminalizes same-sex relationships, Anthony fled with her partner to Libya in 2014 and then Italy, where they both won asylum. Their claim? That they had a well-founded fear of anti-LGBTQ+ persecution back home. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Ella Anthony, right , and her partner Doris Ezuruike Chinons, flanked by their dog Paddy, have a coffee during an interview in their house in Passo Corese, near Rome, Monday, March 11, 2024. Knowing that she faced a possible prison term since Nigeria criminalizes same-sex relationships, Anthony fled with her partner to Libya in 2014 and then Italy, where they both won asylum. Their claim? That they had a well-founded fear of anti-LGBTQ+ persecution back home. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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                                        RIETI, Italy (AP) -- Ella Anthony knew it was time to leave her native Nigeria when she escaped an abusive, forced marriage only to face angry relatives who threatened to turn her in to police because she was gay.
Since Nigeria criminalizes same-sex relationships, Anthony fled a possible prison term and headed with her partner to Libya in 2014 and then Italy, where they both won asylum. Their claim? That they had a well-founded fear of anti-LGBTQ+ persecution back home.
While many of the hundreds of thousands of migrants who arrive in Italy from Africa and the Mideast are escaping war, conflict and poverty, an increasing number are fleeing possible prison terms and death sentences in their home countries because of their sexual orientation or gender identity, advocates say.
And despite huge obstacles to win asylum on LGBTQ+ grounds, Anthony and her partner, Doris Ezuruike Chinonso. are proof that it can be done, even if the challenges remain significant for so-called "rainbow refugees" like them.

    


"Certainly life here in Italy isn't 100% what we want. But let's say it's 80% better than in my country," Chinonso, 34, said with Anthony by her side at their home in Rieti, north of Rome. In Nigeria, "if you're lucky you end up prison. If you're not lucky, they kill you," she said.
"Here you can live as you like," she said.




Most European countries don't keep statistics on the number of migrants who claim anti-LGBTQ+ persecution as a reason for seeking refugee protection under international law. But non-governmental organizations that track the phenomenon say the numbers are rising as countries pass or toughen anti-homosexuality laws -- a trend being highlighted on Friday's observance of the International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

To date, more than 60 countries have anti-LGBTQ+ laws on the books, most of them in Africa, the Middle East and parts of Asia.

    


"The ultimate result is people trying to flee these countries to find safe haven elsewhere," said Kimahli Powell, chief executive of Rainbow Railroad, which provides financial, legal and logistical support to LGBTQ+ people needing asylum assistance.
In an interview, Powell said his organization had received about 15,000 requests for assistance last year, up from some 9,500 the year before. One-tenth of those 2023 requests, or about 1,500, came from Uganda, which passed an anti-homosexuality law that year that allows the death penalty for "aggravated homosexuality," and up to 14 years in prison for "attempted aggravated homosexuality."
Nigeria also criminalizes consensual same-sex relations between adults and the public display of affection between same-sex couples, as well as restricting the work of groups that advocate for gay people and their rights, according to Human Rights Watch. In regions of Nigeria where Sharia law is in force, LGBTQ+ people can face up to 14 years in prison or the death penalty. 
Anthony, 37, said it was precisely the threat of prison that compelled her to leave. She said her family had sold her into marriage, but that she left the relationship because her husband repeatedly abused her. When she returned home, her brother and uncles threatened to turn her into police because she was gay. The fear and alienation drove her first to attempt suicide, and then take up a trafficker's offer to pay for passage to Europe.

    


"At a certain point, I couldn't take all these sufferings," Anthony said through tears. "When this man told me that I should abandon the village, I immediately accepted."
After arriving in Libya, Anthony and Chinonso paid traffickers for the risky boat trip across the Mediterranean Sea to Italy, where they both claimed asylum as a member of a group - LGBTQ+ people - who faced persecution in Nigeria. According to refugee norms, applicants for asylum can be granted international protection based on being a "member of a particular social group."
But the process is by no means easy, straightforward or guaranteed. Privacy concerns limit the types of questions about sexual orientation that migrants can be asked during the asylum interview process. Social taboos and a reluctance to openly identify as gay or transgender mean some migrants might not volunteer the information immediately. Ignorance on the part of asylum interviewers about anti-gay laws in countries of origin can result in unsuccessful claims, according to the EU Agency for Asylum, which helps EU countries implement asylum norms.

    


As a result, no comprehensive data exists about how many migrants seek or win asylum in the EU on LGBTQ+ grounds. Based on estimates reported by NGOs working with would-be refugees, the numbers in individual EU countries ranged from two to three in Poland in 2016 to 500 in Finland from 2015-2017 and 80 in Italy from 2012-2017, according to a 2017 report by the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights.

    


An EU directive grants special protection for people made vulnerable due to sexual discrimination, prescribing "special procedural guarantees" in countries that receive them. However, it doesn't specify what those guarantees involve and implementation is uneven. As a result, LGBTQ+ asylum seekers don't always find protected environments once in the EU.
"We're talking about people who are unfortunately victims of a double stigma: being a migrant, and being members of the LGBTQIA+ community," said lawyer Marina De Stradis.
Even within Italy, the options vary widely from region to region, with the better-funded north offering more services than the less-developed south. In the capital Rome, there are only 10 beds specifically designated for LGBTQ+ migrants, said Antonella Ugirashebuja, an activist with the Arcigay association.
She said the lack of special protections often impacts female migrants more negatively than male, and can be especially dangerous for lesbians.
"Lesbians leaving Africa often, or more frequently, end up in prostitution and sexual exploitation networks because they lack (economic) support from their families," she said. "The family considers them people to be pushed away, to be rejected ... Especially in countries where this is punishable by law."
Anthony and Chinonso consider themselves lucky: They live in a neat flat in Rieti with their dog Paddy, and dream of starting a family even if Italy doesn't allow gay marriage.
Chinonso, who was studying medicine in Nigeria, is now a social and health worker. Anthony works at the deli counter in a Carrefour supermarket in Rome. She would have liked to have been able to continue working as a film editor, but is happy.
"It gave me the opportunity to grow," she said.
___
AP journalist Nicole Winfield in Rome contributed to this report.
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[image: A person passes an entrance to the Wall Street subway station in New York on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Trading on Wall Street is muted early ahead of the U.S. government's latest reports on inflation and retail sales. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        Asian shares advanced on Thursday after U.S. stocks rallied to records on hopes that inflation is heading back in the right direction.
The optimism came from a report showing U.S. consumers had to pay prices for gasoline, car insurance and everything else in April that were 3.4% higher overall than a year earlier. While that's painful, it's not as bad as March's inflation rate of 3.5%.
The slowdown was a relief after reports for the consumer price index, or CPI, earlier this year had consistently come in worse than expected. Wednesday's report built on expectations that the Federal Reserve might cut its main interest rate this year, the major preoccupation for most investors. 
In Asian trading, Tokyo's Nikkei 225 index gained 0.8% to 38,676.83 even after the government reported that the Japanese economy contracted at a 2% annual rate in the January-March quarter. 

    


Hong Kong's Hang Seng index rose 1.6% to 19,369.06 and the Shanghai Composite index added 0.5% to 3,134.97. 
In Australia, the S&P/ASX 200 advanced 1.6% to 7,874.70 while South Korea's Kospi climbed 0.8% to 2,751.32. 
Taiwan's Taiex was up 0.7% and the Sensex in India gained 0.5%. 




On Wednesday, the S&P 500 jumped 1.2% to top its prior high set a month and a half ago, closing at 5,308.15. The Dow Jones Industrial Average added 0.9% to 39,908.00, and the Nasdaq jumped 1.4% to 16,742.39, adding to its own record set a day earlier.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Stocks that tend to benefit the most from lower interest rates helped lead the market. Homebuilders gained on hopes that cuts by the Fed could lead to easier mortgage rates, with Lennar, D.R. Horton and PulteGroup all rallying more than 5%. Big Tech and other high-growth stocks also rode the wave of expectations for lower rates, and Nvidia's gain of 3.6% was the strongest force pushing the S&P 500 upward.
Real-estate stocks in the S&P 500 climbed 1.7%, while stocks of electricity companies and other utilities rose 1.4%. The dividends they pay look better to investors when bonds are paying less in interest. 

    


On Wall Street, Petco Health + Wellness helped lead the market after soaring 27.9%. It named Glenn Murphy, who is CEO of investment firm FIS Holdings, as its executive chairman.
On the losing end were GameStop and AMC Entertainment, as momentum reversed following their jaw-dropping starts to the week. GameStop fell 18.9%, though it's still up 126.5% for the week so far.
AMC Entertainment sank 20% after it said it will issue nearly 23.3 million shares of its stock to wipe out $163.9 million in debt.
A separate report Wednesday showed no growth in spending  at U.S. retailers in April from March. Economists had expected 0.4% growth.
Slowing retail sales could be seen as a positive for markets, because it could reduce the upward pressure on inflation. But weaker U.S. consumer spending would erode one of the main pillars keeping the economy out of a recession. Pressure has grown particularly high on lower-income households.
In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury eased to 4.34% from 4.45% late Tuesday. The two-year yield, which moves more closely with expectation for Fed action, sank to 4.72% to from 4.82%.

    


Traders are now forecasting a nearly 95% probability that the Fed cuts its main interest rate at least once this year, according to data from CME Group. That's up from just below 90% a day before. 
In other trading early Thursday, U.S. benchmark crude oil picked up 42 cents to $79.05 per barrel in electronic trading on the New York Mercantile Exchange. It gained 61 cents on Wednesday.
Brent crude, the international standard, was up 39 cents at $83.14 per barrel.
The U.S. dollar fell to 154.03 Japanese yen from 154.88 yen. The euro rose to $1.0888 from $1.0885.
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Stan Choe contributed.
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    [image: FILE - A cameraman is silhouetted against an an American flag during preparations for the presidential debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y., Sept. 25, 2016. The nonpartisan Commission on Presidential Debates, which has planned presidential faceoffs in every election since 1988, has an uncertain future after President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump struck an agreement to meet on their own. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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            2 of 2 | FILE - President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden speak during the debate at Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn. on Oct. 22, 2020. President Joe Biden and Trump have agreed to participate in two general election debates: One in June and one in September. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        The Commission on Presidential Debates faces an uncertain future after Biden and Trump bypassed it

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A cameraman is silhouetted against an an American flag during preparations for the presidential debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y., Sept. 25, 2016. The nonpartisan Commission on Presidential Debates, which has planned presidential faceoffs in every election since 1988, has an uncertain future after President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump struck an agreement to meet on their own. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - A cameraman is silhouetted against an an American flag during preparations for the presidential debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y., Sept. 25, 2016. The nonpartisan Commission on Presidential Debates, which has planned presidential faceoffs in every election since 1988, has an uncertain future after President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump struck an agreement to meet on their own. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE - A cameraman is silhouetted against an an American flag during preparations for the presidential debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y., Sept. 25, 2016. The nonpartisan Commission on Presidential Debates, which has planned presidential faceoffs in every election since 1988, has an uncertain future after President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump struck an agreement to meet on their own. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden speak during the debate at Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn. on Oct. 22, 2020. President Joe Biden and Trump have agreed to participate in two general election debates: One in June and one in September. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden speak during the debate at Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn. on Oct. 22, 2020. President Joe Biden and Trump have agreed to participate in two general election debates: One in June and one in September. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden speak during the debate at Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn. on Oct. 22, 2020. President Joe Biden and Trump have agreed to participate in two general election debates: One in June and one in September. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JONATHAN J. COOPER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- The nonpartisan Commission on Presidential Debates, which has planned presidential faceoffs in every election since 1988, has an uncertain future after President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump struck an agreement to meet on their own.
The Biden and Trump campaigns announced a deal Wednesday to meet for debates in June on CNN and September on ABC. Just a day earlier, Frank Fahrenkopf, chair of the Commission on Presidential Debates, had sounded optimistic that the candidates would eventually come around to accepting the commission's debates.
"There's no way you can force anyone to debate," Fahrenkopf said in a virtual meeting of supporters of No Labels, which has continued as an advocacy group after it abandoned plans for a third-party presidential ticket. But he noted candidates have repeatedly toyed with skipping debates or finding alternatives before eventually showing up, though one was canceled in 2020 when Trump refused to appear virtually after he contracted COVID-19. 





    


In reaching an agreement on their own, Biden and Trump sidelined a commission that aims to set neutral rules and provide a forum that's simultaneously broadcast on all major networks. 
The commission suggested in a statement Wednesday that it would not immediately let go of its plans.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


The commission was "established in 1987 specifically to ensure that such debates reliably take place and reach the widest television, radio and streaming audience," the statement said. "Our 2024 sites, all locations of higher learning, are prepared to host debates on dates chosen to accommodate early voters. We will continue to be ready to execute this plan."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Representatives for the commission did not respond to requests for further comment.
The Biden and Trump campaigns had both been critical of the commission's plans, including the dates it set in September and October, after voters in many states will have already started casting ballots by mail. 

    


Fahrenkopf on Tuesday said he had not spoken to representatives for either Biden or Trump. All the while, the campaigns had closed in on their own agreements. But he defended the importance of television debates in general. 
"You learn a lot about the personality of the candidate," Fahrenkopf said. "Not only where they stand on the issues but how they conduct themselves and how you feel about how they conduct themselves."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/commission-presidential-debates-future-nonpartisan-early-voters-01a7cfe1817dc110d14635536f1f86b1
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    [image: FILE - This photo provided by the U.S. Air Force, shows Senior Airman Roger Fortson in a Dec. 24, 2019, photo. A Florida deputy's fatal shooting of a U.S. service member has jarred the former top enlisted officer of the Air Force. In 2020, Chief Master Sgt. Kaleth O. Wright warned that his greatest fear was waking up to news that police had killed a Black airman. (U.S. Air Force via AP, File)]
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[image: CORRECTS SERVICE BRANCH TO U.S. AIR FORCE INSTEAD OF U.S. NAVY - Chantemekki Fortson, mother of Roger Fortson, a U.S. Air Force senior airman, is comforted by family as she holds a photo of her son during a news conference regarding his death, along with family and Attorney Ben Crump, in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. Fortson was shot and killed by police in his apartment, May 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: A small shrine is pictured Monday, May 13, 2024, in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. at the door of an apartment where a Florida deputy shot and killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. The shrine includes a long wooden plank, anchored by two sets of aviator wings and a black marker to leave thoughts, a Stella Artois, and combat boots and an American Flag. As the unit takes a day to grieve and prepare for a funeral Friday, May 17, questions remain about the shooting. (AP Photo)]
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[image: FILE - This photo provided by the U.S. Air Force, shows Senior Airman Roger Fortson in a Dec. 24, 2019, photo. (U.S. Air Force via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | FILE - This photo provided by the U.S. Air Force, shows Senior Airman Roger Fortson in a Dec. 24, 2019, photo. (U.S. Air Force via AP, File)


            Read More
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In 2020, the top enlisted leader of the Air Force went public with his fear of waking up to the news that a Black airman had been killed by a white police officer. 
Then four years later, a Florida deputy shot and killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson in his apartment. 
"I doubt if that police officer knew or cared that Roger was an airman. What he saw was a young, Black male," retired Chief Master Sgt. Kaleth O. Wright said in an interview Wednesday with The Associated Press. 
After George Floyd was killed by a white Minneapolis police officer in May 2020, Wright, who like Floyd is Black, felt compelled to speak publicly about the fears that he and his younger troops had. It didn't seem to matter how hard he'd worked to serve his country. There were still police who would only see him as a threat. 
The national outcry surrounding Floyd's death pushed Wright to lead some initiatives to better address racial issues within the Air Force. But by his own account, they didn't go far enough. Fortson's death has left him wondering if things will ever change. 

    


"Right now, in the midst of what happened to Roger, it's kind of a big deal. People are talking about it, the Air Force is dealing with it. But in a couple of weeks, it will go away, right?" Wright said. 




The investigation into Fortson's death is ongoing, and the sheriff's office has not released the name or race of the officer involved. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Wednesday, Okaloosa County Sheriff Eric Aden went to Hurlburt Field where Fortson served and met with Lt. Gen. Tony Bauernfeind, the head of Air Force Special Operations Command, to talk about the next steps. 
Sabu Williams, president of the Okaloosa County NAACP branch, was there and said he did not leave with a sense that the sheriff's office thought Fortson's race was a factor in the shooting. 
But "bias certainly played a role in this thing," Williams said. "From my perspective, we feel we don't get the benefit of the doubt. It seems to be a 'shoot first, ask questions later' kind of thing."

    


In a statement posted to his Facebook page late Wednesday, Bauernfeind said the meeting with the sheriff's office was productive and that the command would host a town hall in the coming days to talk further about the shooting and the way forward.
There is no government-managed national data collection system that tracks fatalities caused by law enforcement officers. The FBI has a database, but it's voluntary, and less than two-thirds of local, state, tribal and federal agencies provided data for it last year. In any case, there is no breakdown by race. 
Databases kept by private organizations, however, have found that fatal police encounters have risen each year since Floyd was killed and those killings are disproportionately of Black people. 
Two databases, one by The Washington Post and another compiled by Campaign Zero, run by academics and activists advocating for police accountability, found that while more white people are killed in police encounters overall, Black people are disproportionately killed by police. Black people make up about 12% of the U.S. population but account for about a quarter of police killings in each of the databases.

    


In the meeting at Hurlburt, Williams requested that the sheriff's office pursue de-escalation training and unconscious bias training, which he said the sheriff supported. 
The sheriff's office said in a statement posted on Facebook that they have received the local NAACP's "list of demands and understand their concerns." In the meeting at the airfield, the sheriff "emphasized his commitment to do what is right," it said.
Michael P. Heiskell, the president of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, said the deputy's race doesn't matter when determining whether unconscious bias played a role.
"Whatever the race of this deputy, whether he's Black, white, Hispanic, whatever -- in this instance where this deputy saw a Black person with a weapon and immediately used deadly force, instead of calmly and reflectively assessing the situation, this is it."

    


Williams' NAACP chapter is drafting state legislation it wants to name after Fortson. The bill would require police to use de-escalating language before using force if they encounter someone with a gun who is not being held in a threatening position. 
Released police body camera footage shows Fortson had his gun in his hand when he opened his front door, but the barrel was pointed to the floor. Within seconds the deputy shot him, only afterward telling him to drop the weapon. 
"A little bit of de-escalation or discussion" by the deputy could have given the airman the chance to put down the gun, Williams said. "He wasn't given any time." 
MaCharie Dunbar, a board member of the Black Veterans Project, a national organization created to address racial inequality in the experiences of Black service members, said he wonders whether it would have made a difference if Fortson had been in uniform.

    


"One thing proven true time and again is that if you're Black in America, it doesn't matter what kind of job you have, the clothes you wear, the car you drive, the house you live in," said Dunbar, who is retired from the Air Force and had been stationed at Hurlburt Field. "At the end of the day, you're just Black. And there are some who hold on to this ideology that Black people are dangerous."
Fortson's shooting occurred against a wider backdrop of increased attention by the military to racial issues in its ranks. Over the past few years, internal reviews have found significant disparities in opportunities for promotion and uneven military punishments.
But there has been significant pushback against those efforts, with far-right members of Congress criticizing them as being "woke." Congress this year put caps on what the Pentagon can pay experts in promoting diversity, equity and inclusion.
Wright said that pushback has served to silence much discussion on the issue and, for now, the most helpful thing commanders can do is listen.
"If you're a white male officer in the United States Air Force, you don't wake up every day thinking about race," Wright said. "We have Black airmen and officers that wake up every day and they go into rooms and they're the only Black person."
He said commanders need to understand the toll this takes. 
"It comes with stress and anxiety. It comes with a feeling of not belonging. And, you know, most of us are taught to just assimilate, right? You know, don't complain, don't be the outcast. Don't be the outsider because, you know, sometimes you get labeled as an angry Black man."
If airmen don't feel like they're supported in their own units, it's unlikely they will trust opening up to commanders on an issue as big as Fortson's shooting, he said. 
Wright is now thinking about writing another column, and maybe getting involved on the issue again. But he's not sure what needs to be done to prevent a future incident. Bringing the sheriff's deputies on base to help them see Black airmen differently won't fix the problem without a larger, societal change, he said. Asking commanders to have the equivalent of "the talk" with Black airmen that parents have with their Black children about encounters with the police isn't a solution either. 
"I don't know that commanders could say anything to airmen that would necessarily be helpful about, 'if the police knock on your door, do this, don't do that,' " Wright said. "Young African American males, they know the drill, right? They already know the story. And, still, it's not enough." 
Wright has two sons, ages 22 and 27. His heart has been breaking for Fortson's mother, who buries her 23-year-old son on Friday. 
"That could have easily been one of my sons," Wright said. 
___
Lauer reported from Philadelphia. Aaron Morrison in New York City contributed to this report.
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                    Seventy years after a landmark Supreme Court ruling, segregation in schools persists, not as a matter of law but as a reflection of underlying disparities.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    11
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Fifth grader Malaya Webster, right, plays a game with other students at Williams Science and Arts Magnet school Friday, May 10, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. The school is just a block from the former Monroe school which was at the center of the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling ending segregation in public schools 70 years ago. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Students mix in a hallway as they change classes at Topeka High school Friday, May 10, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. Topeka is the home of the former Monroe school which was at the center of the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling ending segregation in public schools 70 years ago. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Third grader Katherine Nelson, left, and Shawn Kennedy, kindergarten, talk during breakfast at Williams Science and Arts Magnet school Friday, May 10, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. The school is just a block from the former Monroe school which was at the center of the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling ending segregation in public schools 70 years ago. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Students mix in a hallway as they change classes at Topeka High school Friday, May 10, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. Topeka is the home of the former Monroe school which was at the center of the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling ending segregation in public schools 70 years ago. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Students mix in a hallway as they change classes at Topeka High School Friday, May 10, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. Schools in the city were at the center of a case that struck down segregated education. Only the district's grade schools were segregated at the time of the ruling. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- The lesson on diversity started slowly in a first-grade classroom in Topeka, where schools were at the center of the case that struck down segregated education.
"I like broccoli. Do you like broccoli?" Marie Carter, a Black school library worker, asked broccoli-hating librarian Amy Gugelman, who is white. 
The students in the sunny, book-filled room were comparing what makes them the same and what makes them different. It's part of their introduction to Brown v. Board of Education, a ruling commemorated at a national historic site in a former all-Black school just down the street. Linda Brown, whose father Oliver Brown was the lead plaintiff in the case, was a student there after she was denied entry to an all-white school near her home. 
Within a few questions, the first-graders at Williams Science & Fine Arts Magnet school watched the two women hold their arms next to each other. "My skin is brown," Carter observed, "and Mrs. Gugelman's skin is not." 

    


And then Gugelman reached the heart of the lesson. "Can we still be friends?" 
The students, themselves a range of ethnicities, screamed out "yes!" oblivious to the messiness of the question, to the history of this place, to the struggles with race and equity that continue even now. 




Seventy years after the landmark Supreme Court ruling, segregation persists, not as a matter of law but as a reflection of underlying disparities, including in housing. In greater Topeka, as in school systems across America, students of color are concentrated in districts that disproportionately serve low-income families. That racial isolation has lasting consequences as students who attend high-poverty schools have lower graduation rates and less earning potential. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In school lessons, memorials and ceremonies, Topeka is marking its ties to the 1954 ruling that struck down "separate but equal." But just as clear to many is the legacy of discrimination that stands in the way of its promise of equity. 

    


RACIAL DISPARITIES DEEPEN BETWEEN DISTRICTS
MaKenzie Johnstone, who is white, enrolled two years ago at Williams, one of the magnet schools built to attract white students to historically Black neighborhoods. At her old district, Auburn-Washburn, which is 72% white, the 11-year-old said she rarely came across people of color. 
Now her best friend, 10-year-old Malaya Webster, is Black. The fifth-graders spend recess together, chattering incessantly. Sometimes the subject strays to what happened down the street.
"White people," Malaya, explained, "couldn't be next to Black people, which is pretty bad, because we all should be treated the same."
MaKenzie was outraged, saying, "It made no sense at all." She described the desegregation case as a piece of distant history -- something that happened "back in time."
To Tiffany Anderson, Topeka's first Black female superintendent, that's not the case.
"Being here in this magnet school environment, you get to see an array of diversity. But if you drive 20 minutes down the road," she said, "you might not see any diversity in the student population or the staff population."

    


In Topeka, as in much of the rest of the country, court-ordered desegregations have ended but racial imbalances persist. Today, 36% of the Topeka district's students are white, down from 72% in 1987. The changes coincide with the nation growing more diverse. Yet none of Topeka's neighboring districts have a white enrollment below 64%; one district has a 94% white enrollment.
The concentration of students of color in districts with higher numbers of poor students partially reflects historic redlining and that poorer families couldn't afford to move to suburban districts with more costly homes, said Frank Henderson, who has served on the state and national school board associations. 
A RECKONING WITH A REMINDER OF RACISM
Four years ago, the largely white suburban district of Seaman, north of Topeka, where Henderson was the first Black school board member, was forced to confront the darker aspects of its past. 
In 2020, student journalists confirmed the district's namesake, Fred Seaman, was a regional leader of the Ku Klux Klan a century ago. After student protests, meetings and surveys, the school board voted unanimously to renounce Seaman and his KKK activities but to keep the name. 

    


The vote followed an election in which two pro-name preservation candidates defeated incumbents. Nationally, critical race theory was in the news.
"I felt it was probably the best that could be done to be able to address this hot issue," said Henderson, whose 16 1/2-year school board term ended in January. 
Madeline Gearhart, who was co-editor-in-chief of the high school newspaper, was disappointed. But now she thinks the student journalists who broke the story laid the groundwork for the issue to be taken up later in a district that is 80% white.
"I just think it's so ironic that in a world where Topeka was a part of Brown v. Board, we still are maintaining the namesake of the district and not trying to disassociate," said Gearhart, who is white and now a junior at the University of Kansas. 

    


"I would say," she added, "it speaks to the larger effects of how Topeka is divided up."
BUILDING BACK TEACHER DIVERSITY 
Seven years after the historic ruling, Beryl New began attending the all-Black school, Monroe Elementary, where Linda Brown and another plaintiff child were students. It was still largely segregated, not by district policy, but by redlining.
Her family was friends with the president of the Topeka chapter of the NAACP who recruited the 13 families that sued the Topeka district. Their case was eventually joined by school desegregation cases from Virginia, South Carolina and Delaware. On May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court overturned the doctrine of "separate but equal" in the case that bore Oliver Brown's name. A similar case from Washington, D.C., was decided at the same time in a separate ruling. 
The ruling embarrassed city leaders because they believed they had built equitable schools for white and Black students, said New, who serves on the African Affairs Commission for Kansas and is a former principal and district administrator.
"But of course, there were issues that were deeper than just what a building looks like," she said. 
Vicki Lawton Benson, 78, whose mother, Maude Lawton, was among the Topeka plaintiffs, said she didn't learn about her mother's involvement until she was in high school. Her parents, she said, shielded the family from the ugliness around them. 
"I think it's amazing to have the strength of character, to build a legacy and want to be an integral part of changing history for the positive for all mankind," she said.
For New, the mission now is to diversify the district's workforce. In the wake of Brown, tens of thousands of Black teachers lost their jobs in newly integrated classrooms, and the effects of that are evident today. 
Nationally, only about 45% of public school students are now white, but around 80% of teachers are, according to the National Center for Education Statistics. 
"You hear all of the wonderful things about Brown v. Board," said Anderson, the Topeka schools superintendent. "But the reality, is a lot of African-American teachers lost their jobs."
Her district is handing out symbolic teaching contracts to high schoolers and vowing to hire them when they graduate from college. And to clear roadblocks for Black aides who want to become full-fledged teachers, it sometimes pays their salaries while they student teach. 
That is what allowed teacher Jolene Tyree, who is Black, to finish her degree. The longtime-aide hopes it makes a difference to her students to have someone who looks like them. Growing up, she recalls having very few Black teachers herself. 
"You just feel somewhat on the outer side," said Tyree, whose mother also attended Monroe and whose first-graders are now learning about the desegregation case. 
Back in the library, Tyree's students' lesson was ending. Anderson, the superintendent, strode to the front of the room, quizzing the children on whether they wanted to be teachers, doctors or even the president of the United States someday.
Hands shot into the air. Anderson said many of the kids wouldn't have done so in the past because they hadn't seen anyone who looked like them in those roles.
"So, boys and girls," Anderson said, "as I'm looking out at the sea of differences that make you all special ... I just want to remind you, do differences really matter?"
The children shouted "no" before trickling out of the room. 
Seven-year-old Jamari Lyons stayed behind.
"It's OK to be white. And it's OK to be Black. You can still be friends. You can still be neighbors. You can still love each other," Jamari said, spreading his arms out wide. 
Then he asked: "Right?"
___
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Newly minted Michelin-starred chef Arturo Rivera Martinez stood over a hot grill Wednesday at the first Mexican taco shop ever to get a coveted star from the French dining guide. El Califa de Leon is the only taco shop among the 16 Mexican restaurants given one star, as well as two eateries that got two stars. Almost all the rest are posh eateries. (AP Video by Fernanda Pesce) (May 15)
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    [image: Newly minted Michelin-starred chef Arturo Rivera Martinez prepares an order of tacos at the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: A customer holds his partially eaten taco at the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Newly minted Michelin-starred chef Arturo Rivera Martinez hands a customer his order of tacos at the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Customers line up to order at the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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Customers line up to order at the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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[image: An employee tosses a tortilla on a griddle at the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: A customer finishes squeezing lime juice on his tacos at the Tacos El Califa de Leon stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | A customer finishes squeezing lime juice on his tacos at the Tacos El Califa de Leon stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 10
A customer finishes squeezing lime juice on his tacos at the Tacos El Califa de Leon stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Newly minted Michelin-starred chef Arturo Rivera Martinez grabs a few plates as a worker warms corn tortillas on a griddle at the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: CORRECTS NAME - Mario Hernandez Alonso, owner of Tacos El Califa de Leon, speaks with reporters in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: An overhead view of the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | An overhead view of the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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An overhead view of the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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[image: A customer flashes a thumbs up while eating a taco from the Tacos El Califa de Leon taco stand, in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Tacos El Califa de Leon is the first ever taco stand to receive a Michelin star from the French dining guide. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Newly minted Michelin-starred chef Arturo Rivera Martinez stood over an insanely hot grill Wednesday at the first Mexican taco stand ever to get a coveted star from the French dining guide, and did exactly the same thing he's been doing for 20 years: searing meat. 
Though Michelin representatives came by Wednesday to present him with one of the company's heavy, full-sleeved, pristine white chef's jackets, he didn't put it on: In this tiny, 10-foot by 10-foot (3-meter by 3-meter) business, the heat makes the meat. And the heat is intense.
At Mexico City's Tacos El Califa de Leon, in the scruffy-bohemian San Rafael neighborhood, there are only four things on the menu, all tacos, and all of which came from some area around a cow's rib, loin or fore shank.
"The secret is the simplicity of our taco. It has only a tortilla, red or green sauce, and that's it. That, and the quality of the meat," said Rivera Martinez. He's also probably the only Michelin-starred chef who, when asked what beverage should accompany his food, answers "I like a Coke."

    


It's actually more complicated than that. El Califa de Leon is the only taco stand among the 16 Mexican restaurants given one star, as well as two eateries that got two stars. Almost all the rest are pretty darn posh eateries (hint: a lot of expensive seafood served in pretty shells on bespoke plates). 




In fact, other than perhaps one street food stand in Bangkok, El Califa de Leon is probably the smallest restaurant ever to get a Michelin star: Half of the 100 square-foot (9.29 square-meter) space is taken up by a solid steel plate grill that's hotter than the salsa.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The other half is packed with standing customers clutching plastic plates and ladling salsa, and the female assistant who rolls out the rounds of tortilla dough constantly.
In a way, El Califa de Leon is a tribute to resistance to change. It got there by doing exactly the same four things it has been doing since 1968.

    


Thousands of time a day, Rivera Martinez grabs a fresh, thinly sliced fillet of beef from a stack and slaps it on the super-hot steel grill; it sizzles violently. 
He tosses a pinch of salt over it, squeezes half a lime on top, and grabs a soft round of freshly rolled tortilla dough onto the solid metal slab to puff up. 
After less than a minute -- he won't say exactly how long because "that's a secret" -- he flips the beef over with a spatula, flips the tortilla, and very quickly scoops the cooked, fresh tortilla onto a plastic plate, places the beef on top and calls out the customer's name who ordered it.
Any sauces -- fiery red or equally atomic green -- are added by the customer. There is no place to sit and at some times of day, no place to stand because the sidewalk in front of the business was taken over by street vendors hawking socks and batteries and cell phone accessories years ago. 
Not that you really would want to eat inside the tiny taco restaurant. The heat on a spring day is overwhelming.
The heat is one of the few secrets Rivera Martinez would share. The steel grill has to be heated to an astounding 680 degrees (360 Celsius). Asked how it felt to get a Michelin star, he said in classic Mexico City slang, "esta chido ... esta padre," or "it's neat, it's cool."

    


The prices are quite high by Mexican standards. A single, generous but not huge taco costs nearly $5. But many customers are convinced it's the best, if not the cheapest, in the city.
"It's the quality of the meat," said Alberto Munoz, who has been coming here for about eight years. "I have never been disappointed. And now I'll recommend it with even more reason, now that it has a star."
Munoz's son, Alan, who was waiting for a beef taco alongside his father, noted "this is a historic day for Mexican cuisine, and we're witnesses to it." 
It really is about not changing anything -- the freshness of the tortillas, the menu, the layout of the restaurant. Owner Mario Hernandez Alonso won't even reveal where he buys his meat.
Times have changed, though. The most loyal customer base for El Califa de Leon originally came from politicians of the old ruling PRI party, whose headquarters is about five blocks away. But the party lost the presidency in 2018 and has gone into a steady decline, and now it's rare to see anyone in a suit here.

    


And Hernandez Alonso noted that his father Juan, who founded the business, never bothered to trademark the Califa name and so a well-funded, sleek taco chain has opened about 15 airy restaurants in upscale neighborhoods under a similar name. Hernandez Alonso has been toying with the idea of getting the business on social media, but that's up to his grandkids.
By law, following the coronavirus pandemic, Mexico City restaurants have been allowed to open up street-side canopied seating areas. But El Califa de Leon doesn't even have a sidewalk for customers to eat on because of all the street vendors, so customers now stand cheek-to jowl with display stands and plastic mannequins.

    


Asked if he would like them to make room for a street-side seating area, Hernandez Alonso expressed an "if it ain't broke, don't fix it" attitude. 
"As the saying goes, why fix or change something that's alright? You shouldn't fix anything," he said, motioning to the street vendors. "It's the way God ordered things, and you have to deal with it."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mexico-taco-stand-michelin-star-6a4a89f27aa13d46246030b94bcffa56
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Driver said he smoked pot oil and took medication before Florida crash that killed 8 Mexican workers

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A vigil was held for eight Mexican farmworkers who were killed from a bus crash in Florida on Wednesday.
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        Vigil is held for 8 Mexican farmworkers killed from a bus crash in Florida
A vigil was held for eight Mexican farmworkers who were killed from a bus crash in Florida on Wednesday.
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            First court appearance for driver charged in deaths of farmworkers in Florida

        
        
            The driver of a truck that careened into a bus carrying migrant workers appears in court on eight counts of driving-under-the-influence-manslaughter
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The driver of a truck that careened into a bus carrying migrant workers appears in court on eight counts of driving-under-the-influence-manslaughter
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            State patrol describes fatal crash involving Florida farm workers

        
        
            Eight people died and 38 others were injured when a bus carrying farm workers collided with a pickup truck in Florida, according to state authorities


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        State patrol describes fatal crash involving Florida farm workers
Eight people died and 38 others were injured when a bus carrying farm workers collided with a pickup truck in Florida, according to state authorities
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            8 dead, at least 40 injured as farmworkers' bus overturns in central Florida

        
        
            The Florida Highway Patrol says a bus carrying farmworkers in central Florida has overturned, killing eight people and injuring another 40 passengers.
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    [image: A bus is removed after it collied with a small pickup truck killing eight of the more than 50 migrant workers in the bus, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. The driver of the pick up, Bryan Maclean Howard, was charged with eight counts of DUI manslaughter. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | A bus is removed after it collied with a small pickup truck killing eight of the more than 50 migrant workers in the bus, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. The driver of the pick up, Bryan Maclean Howard, was charged with eight counts of DUI manslaughter. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)
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[image: Highway Patrol Cpl. Brett Detweiler takes pictures of the pick up truck that was involved in the crash scene as emergency workers worked the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)]
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Highway Patrol Cpl. Brett Detweiler takes pictures of the pick up truck that was involved in the crash scene as emergency workers worked the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)
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[image: This photo provided by the Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. shows crews from Marion County Fire Rescue and the Marion County Sheriff's Office assisting victims after a bus carrying farmworkers crashed and overturned early Tuesday, May 14, 2024 near Ocala, Fla. The Florida Highway Patrol says eight people were killed and nearly 40 others were injured. (Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | This photo provided by the Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. shows crews from Marion County Fire Rescue and the Marion County Sheriff's Office assisting victims after a bus carrying farmworkers crashed and overturned early Tuesday, May 14, 2024 near Ocala, Fla. The Florida Highway Patrol says eight people were killed and nearly 40 others were injured. (Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. via AP)
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This photo provided by the Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. shows crews from Marion County Fire Rescue and the Marion County Sheriff's Office assisting victims after a bus carrying farmworkers crashed and overturned early Tuesday, May 14, 2024 near Ocala, Fla. The Florida Highway Patrol says eight people were killed and nearly 40 others were injured. (Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. via AP)
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[image: Emergency workers work the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | Emergency workers work the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)
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Emergency workers work the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)
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[image: Mourners hold crosses with some of the victim's names of a bus crash during a memorial vigil at The Farmworkers Association Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Apopka, Fla. Eight farmworkers were killed and dozens were injured when a pickup truck and bus collided early Tuesday morning in Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 17 | Mourners hold crosses with some of the victim's names of a bus crash during a memorial vigil at The Farmworkers Association Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Apopka, Fla. Eight farmworkers were killed and dozens were injured when a pickup truck and bus collided early Tuesday morning in Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)
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[image: Juan Sabines, consul of Mexico in Orlando, speaks to mourners during a vigil at The Farmworkers Association Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Apopka, Fla. Eight farmworkers from Mexico were killed and dozens more were injured when a pickup truck and bus collided early Tuesday morning in Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Mourners pray during a memorial vigil at The Farmworkers Association Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Apopka, Fla. Eight farmworkers from Mexico were killed and dozens more were injured when a pickup truck and bus collided early Tuesday morning in Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Wreckage is cleared after a bus collied with a small pickup truck killing eight of the more than 50 migrant workers in the bus, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. The driver of the pick up, Bryan Maclean Howard, was charged with eight counts of DUI manslaughter. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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[image: Emergency personnel respond to the scene of a deadly crash on Tuesday, May 14, 2024 near Dunnellon, Fla. The Florida Highway Patrol says a bus carrying farmworkers in central Florida has overturned, killing several people and injuring other passengers. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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[image: This photo provided by the Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. shows a bus carrying 53 farmworkers that crashed and overturned early Tuesday, May 14, 2024 near Ocala, Fla. which is north of Orlando. (Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. via AP)]
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[image: Emergency personnel work the scene of a deadly crash on Tuesday, May 14, 2024 in Marion County, Fla. The Florida Highway Patrol says a bus carrying farmworkers in central Florida has overturned, killing several people and injuring other passengers. Authorities say the bus was transporting farmworkers on Tuesday morning when it collided with a truck and swerved off a road in Marion County, north of Orlando. (WFTS via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by the Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. shows crews from Marion County Fire Rescue and the Marion County Sheriff's Office assisting victims after a bus carrying farmworkers crashed and overturned early Tuesday, May 14, 2024 near Ocala, Fla. The Florida Highway Patrol says eight people were killed and nearly 40 others were injured. (Marion County Fire Rescue Dept. via AP)]
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[image: Authorities work at the scene of a deadly crash after a bus carrying farmworkers collided with a pickup truck on State Road 40 Tuesday, May 14, 2024, near Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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[image: Authorities work at the scene of a deadly crash after a bus carrying farmworkers collided with a pickup truck on State Road 40 Tuesday, May 14, 2024, near Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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[image: Emergency personnel work the scene of a deadly crash on Tuesday, May 14, 2024 in Marion County, Fla. The Florida Highway Patrol says a bus carrying farmworkers in central Florida has overturned, killing several people and injuring other passengers. Authorities say the bus was transporting farmworkers on Tuesday morning when it collided with a truck and swerved off a road in Marion County, north of Orlando. (WFTS via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Marion County Jail shows Bryan Howard. The Florida Highway Patrol arrested Howard, the driver of a pickup truck that crashed into the farmworker bus on Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Marion County Jail via AP)]
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[image: Mourners pray during a memorial vigil at The Farmworkers Association Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Apopka, Fla. Eight farmworkers from Mexico were killed and dozens more were injured when a pickup truck and bus collided early Tuesday morning in Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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                                        OCALA, Fla. (AP) -- A man with a long record of dangerous driving told investigators he smoked marijuana oil and took prescription drugs hours before he sideswiped a bus, killing eight Mexican farmworkers and injuring dozens more, according to an arrest report unsealed Wednesday.
Bryan Maclean Howard, 41, pleaded not guilty to driving under the influence-manslaughter and remained jailed without bond for Tuesday's crash. The Florida Highway Patrol says he drove his 2001 Ford pickup into the center line on a two-lane road and struck the bus, causing it to veer off the road, strike a tree and flip over.
The seasonal farmworkers were on their way early in the morning to harvest watermelon at Cannon Farms in Dunnellon, about 80 miles (130 kilometers) northwest of Orlando in north-central Florida's Marion County, a rural area of rolling hills with numerous horse farms and abundant fruit and vegetable fields.

    


The Mexican consulate in Orlando was working to support the victims, meeting with some at a hotel in Gainesville. Many were taken to AdventHealth Ocala hospital. 
Juan Sabines, the Mexican consul in Orlando, told Spanish language news media that seven workers, three of whom were in critical condition, remained hospitalized as of Wednesday afternoon.




Sabines said they had contacted the families of the eight workers who were killed in the crash.
He also said inspectors from the Wage and Hour Division from the U.S. Department of Labor were performing inspections at the work site, and the consul encouraged workers to call the Occupational Safety and Health Administration with anonymous tips if they had anything to report about the employer. The Department of Labor did not respond to a request for comment from The Associated Press.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sabines said he spoke with the 44-year-old bus driver, also a Mexican man with a visa.
"What he needs the most immediately is help with his mental health," Sabines said.

    


In the pickup truck driver's arrest report, state troopers say Howard had bloodshot and watery eyes and slurred speech after the crash, which he said he didn't remember.
He told an investigator that he had crashed his mother's car into a tree while avoiding an animal a few days earlier, and that on Monday night he had taken two anti-seizure drugs and medication for high blood pressure in addition to smoking marijuana oil. He said he woke up about five hours later and was driving to a methadone clinic where he receives daily medication for a chipped vertebrae, according to the affidavit.
Howard then failed several sobriety tests and was arrested, the Florida Highway Patrol said.
Responding to a judge by teleconference from jail on Wednesday, Howard said he's a self-employed painter and drywall installer with $700 in the bank, no other assets and no dependents. Howard's head was bandaged and he wore a protective gown typically given to inmates on suicide watch. The judge denied bond, appointed a public defender and set his next court appearance for next month.
Howard's parents did not immediately respond to a Wednesday phone message seeking comment, and the Marion County public defender's office declined comment.

    


Marion County court records show Howard has had at least three crashes and numerous traffic tickets dating back to 2006, including one citation for crossing the center line. His license has been suspended at least three times, the latest in 2021 for getting too many citations within a year. In 2013, he was convicted of grand theft. A year later, his probation was revoked after he tested positive for cocaine.
Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador said Wednesday morning that 44 Mexican farmworkers were on the bus, hired by a Mexican American farmer to work on the watermelon farm under H-2A visas. Florida farms use about 50,000 H-2A workers each year, more than any other state, according to the Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association.
Six of the dead have been identified: Evarado Ventura Hernandez, 30; Cristian Salazar Villeda, 24; Alfredo Tovar Sanchez, 20; Isaias Miranda Pascal, 21; Jose Heriberto Fraga Acosta, 27; and Manuel Perez Rios, 46.

    


Jose Ventura told Univision that Evarado Ventura Hernandez was his younger brother, and he had helped him come to work in the United States. He said his brother left behind a young daughter.
"We just came for a better future, but now you can see what we found. We found death," he told the Spanish-language broadcaster.
He sobbed as he added, "I was supposed to take care of my brother because he was the youngest." 
His sister, Norma Ventura Hernandez, said she was angry.
"We are totally destroyed and it's not right," she said. "Let justice be done, and don't allow all these deaths to go unpunished."
More than two dozen people gathered at a memorial service for the victims Wednesday evening outside the Farmworker Association of Florida office, north of Orlando in Apopka, Florida. Some people held white crosses with the names of those killed, some spoke and some sang songs in Spanish. 

    


"Thank you to all who have reached out and offered condolences, help and prayers" for the people hurt in the crash, Cannon Farms said in a Facebook post. It said the bus was operated by Olvera Trucking Harvesting Corp.
No one answered the phone at Olvera Trucking after the crash. The company recently advertised for a temporary driver who would bus workers to watermelon fields and then operate harvesting equipment, at $14.77 an hour.
A Labor Department document shows Olvera also applied for 43 H-2A workers to harvest watermelons at Cannon Farms this month, again at a base rate of $14.77 an hour, with promises of housing and transportation to and from the fields.
The H-2A program allows U.S. employers or agents who meet certain regulatory requirements to bring foreign nationals into the country to fill temporary agricultural jobs. Getting to and from the fields can be hazardous: Federal statistics show vehicle crashes were the leading cause of job-related deaths among farmworkers in 2022, the latest year available. They accounted for 81 of 171 fatalities.
Olvera's vehicle, which the highway patrol described as a "retired" school bus, did not have seat belts, Mexican consul Sabines said Wednesday. 
The Labor Department announced new seat belt requirements for employer vehicles used for farmworkers on temporary visas, among other worker protections that take effect June 28. Florida law already requires seat belts for farmworker transport using vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds. The Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association has called the new federal seat belt requirement "impractical."
Advocacy groups called for stricter laws and enforcement to protect farmworkers, while a GoFundMe campaign organized by the Farmworker Association of Florida to support accident victims and their families had raised nearly $58,000 by Wednesday evening.
___
Spencer reported from Fort Lauderdale. Contributors include Adriana Gomez Licon in Miami, Amy Taxin in Santa Ana, Calif., and AP stringer Jose Maria Alvarez in Miahuatlan, Mexico, in southern Oaxaca state.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bus-accident-florida-fatalities-e0832b36b75d5cd9beb8080d12edae51
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    [image: FILE - The Pentagon is seen from Air Force One as it flies over Washington, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks at the beginning of his meeting with the Combatant Commanders in the Cabinet Room of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, before hosting them for a dinner. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The number of reported sexual assaults across the military decreased last year, and a confidential survey found a 19% drop in the number of service members who said they had experienced some type of unwanted sexual contact, according to new figures obtained by The Associated Press. Both are dramatic reversals of what has been a growing problem in recent years.
More than 29,000 active-duty service members said in the survey that they had unwanted sexual contact during the previous year, compared with nearly 36,000 in the 2021 survey, according to several defense officials. The decrease is the first in eight years.
At the same time, 8,515 sexual assaults were reported last year involving members of the U.S. military, a decrease from 8,942 in 2022. And officials said the U.S. military academies also saw fewer reported sexual assaults in the school year that ended last spring versus the previous year.

    


President Joe Biden hailed the improved numbers as he spoke Wednesday to his military commanders, who were gathered at the White House.
"I'm proud that for the first time in nearly a decade, rates of sexual assault and harassment are, within the active-duty forces, are down. They're down. That's because of your leadership," Biden said. 




Senior defense officials said the assault numbers are still far too high and there is much more work to do, but they expressed cautious optimism that the military could be turning a corner, with help from an array of new programs and increased personnel. Sexual assault reports in the military have gone up for much of the last decade, except for a tiny decrease in 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic shutdown.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The officials spoke on condition of anonymity because the report has not been publicly released.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

While it's difficult to point to any one reason for the recent decreases, the Defense Department has been making a series of changes over the past year that officials say may be contributing to the shift. The services are using an infusion of more than $1 billion in the last two budgets to improve programs and hire up to 2,500 personnel as part of a new "prevention workforce" and place them at military installations around the world. So far, more than 1,000 have been hired.

    


The Pentagon releases a report every year on the number of sexual assaults reported by or about troops. But because sexual assault is a highly underreported crime, the department does a confidential survey every two years to get a clearer picture of the problem. That survey is conducted online.
The data for the fiscal year that ended Sept. 30 also suggests that a greater percentage of service members came forward to report sexual assaults, which has been a key goal for the Defense Department. About 25% of those who said on the survey that they had faced unwanted sexual contact reported it last year, compared with 20% in 2021, according to defense officials and documents reviewed by the AP.
Defense officials have long argued that an increase in reported assaults is a positive trend because so many people are reluctant to report them, both in the military and in society as a whole. Greater reporting, they say, shows there is more confidence in the reporting system and greater comfort with the support for victims, and results in a growing number of offenders being held accountable.

    


But the Pentagon and the military services also have come under persistent criticism and pressure from members of Congress to reduce sexual assaults and harassment in the military. Service leaders and lawmakers have all argued that the sexual assaults and harassment contribute to the military's struggles to meet recruiting goals. 
Alarmed members of Congress have enacted a number of changes, including a new prosecution system that uses independent lawyers. Lawmakers argued that some commanders failed to take victims' complaints seriously or tried to protect those in their units who faced accusations, making victims reluctant to come forward.
The services have long worked to develop programs to prevent sexual assaults, encourage reporting and bolster confidence in the system. The Army, for example, has a new training program for soldiers when they report to their first duty station that shows service members acting out dangerous situations and teaches troops how to respond.

    


The number of reported sexual assaults decreased across all the military services, which is a marked improvement over the 2022 fiscal year, when the number of sexual assaults in the Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps all shot up significantly. A 9% drop in Army reports in 2022 offset the increases in the other branches so that there was an uptick of about 1% for the whole military. The Army is the largest military service.
According to officials, the number of sexual assaults reported in the Army decreased from 3,718 in 2022 to 3,507 last year, while the Navy went from 2,052 to 1,942 and the Air Force from 1,928 to 1,838. The Marine Corps had the smallest decline, going from 1,244 to 1,228.

    


Included in the 8,515 total were 541 service members who reported an assault that occurred before they entered the military and 612 civilians who said they were assaulted by a member of the military.
At the military academies, the number of assaults dipped from 155 in 2022 to 124 in the 2023 school year. Service commanders are still working, however, to address what was a dramatic spike in 2022.
The latest survey also showed that nearly a quarter of all active-duty women said they'd faced sexual harassment, a decrease from the 28.6% in 2021.
One troubling area continues to be female service members' satisfaction with the help they get when they make a complaint and their overall trust in the system and their leaders.
While a large percentage of victims seek out sexual assault response staff, fewer than 70% are happy with the services they get. And that hasn't changed much over the past several years. Roughly the same percentage says they trust the military to respect and protect them and their privacy.
Officials said the hiring of more permanent, full-time workers will help improve that process.
___
Associated Press writer Darlene Superville contributed.
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Biden and Trump, trading barbs, agree to 2 presidential debates, in June and September

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden and Donald Trump have agreed to participate in two general election debates, one in June and one in September.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump on Wednesday agreed to hold two campaign debates -- the first on June 27 hosted by CNN and the second on Sept. 10 hosted by ABC -- setting the stage for their first presidential face-off to play out in just over a month.
The quick agreement on the timetable followed the Democrat's announcement that he would not participate in fall presidential debates sponsored by the nonpartisan commission that has organized them for more than three decades. Biden's campaign instead proposed that media outlets directly organize the debates between the presumptive Democratic and Republican nominees. 
The debate is so unusually early on the political calendar that neither Biden nor Trump will have formally accepted his party's nomination.
Hours later, Biden said he had accepted an invitation from CNN, adding, "Over to you, Donald." Trump, who had insisted he would debate Biden anytime and anyplace, said on Truth Social he'd be there, too, adding, "Let's get ready to Rumble!!!" Soon after that, they agreed to the second debate on ABC. 

    


"Trump says he'll arrange his own transportation," Biden wrote on X, working in a jab about the perks of incumbency. "I'll bring my plane, too. I plan on keeping it for another four years."




The swiftness with which the matchups came together reflects how each of the two unpopular candidates thinks he can get the better of his opponent in a head-to-head showdown. Trump and his team are convinced the debates will exacerbate voters' concerns about Biden's age and competence, while Biden's team believes Trump's often-incendiary rhetoric will remind voters of why they voted him out of the White House four years ago.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


The presidential debates, always a critical moment on the political calendar, could be particularly important in a year when voters are underwhelmed with their choices and have expressed concerns about the candidates' advanced ages -- Biden is 81 and Trump 77.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sprightly on social media, the rivals traded barbs -- each claiming victory the last time they faced off in 2020.

    


"Donald Trump lost two debates to me in 2020, since then he hasn't shown up for a debate," Biden said in a post on X. "Now he's acting like he wants to debate me again. Well, make my day, pal."
Trump, for his part, said Biden was the "WORST debater I have ever faced - He can't put two sentences together!"
The June debate is likely to cap a busy and unsettled stretch, following the likely conclusion of Trump's criminal hush money trial in New York, foreign trips by Biden to France and Italy, the end of the Supreme Court's term, and the expected start of two criminal trials for the president's son, Hunter Biden.
CNN said that its debate would be held at 9 p.m. ET in its Atlanta studios with no audience present in a break from recent precedent. Moderators will be anchors Jake Tapper and Dana Bash, CNN said. ABC did not offer details on where its event would be held, but the network said it would be moderated by anchors David Muir and Linsey Davis. Disagreements about moderators and rules were some of the questions that prompted the formation of the Commission on Presidential Debates in 1987.

    


The two campaigns and television networks had held weeks of informal talks on ways to circumvent the commission's grip on presidential debates following years of complaints and perceived slights, according to two people familiar with the matter who spoke about internal discussions on condition of anonymity.
Biden's campaign had proposed excluding third-party candidates, such as Robert F. Kennedy Jr., from the debates outright. Under the debate commission's rules, Kennedy or other third-party candidates could qualify if they secured ballot access sufficient to claim 270 Electoral Votes and polled at 15% or higher in a selection of national surveys.
Both CNN and ABC announced the same qualification threshold, saying candidates will need to reach at least 15% in four separate national polls of registered or likely voters that meet their standards.

    


In response, Kennedy accused Biden and Trump of "trying to exclude me from their debate because they are afraid I would win." He said, "Keeping viable candidates off the debate stage undermines democracy." 
The debates will be the first televised general election matchups to be hosted by individual networks. The 1960 debates, which helped show the power of the medium to influence public opinion, were hosted jointly by the leading networks of the day. Before the commission was formed in 1987, the presidential debates of 1976, 1980 and 1984 were organized by the League of Women Voters. 
Plans for a vice presidential debate have yet to be announced. 
Trump has been pushing for more and earlier debates, arguing voters should be able to see the two men face off well before early voting begins in September. He has even proposed a debate outside the Manhattan courthouse where he is currently on trial. He also has been taunting Biden with an empty lectern at some of his rallies.

    


In a memorandum to Biden campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon on Wednesday, Trump senior campaign advisers Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles challenged Biden to agree to at least two additional debates, suggesting one be held each month, with events in June, July, August and September, in addition to a vice presidential debate.
"Additional dates will allow voters to have maximum exposure to the records and future visions of each candidate," they wrote.
Trump later posted on Truth Social that he had agreed to a third debate, this one hosted by Fox.
"Please let this TRUTH serve to represent that I hereby accept debating Crooked Joe Biden on FoxNews. The date will be Wednesday, October 2nd. The Hosts will be Bret Baier and Martha MacCallum. Thank you, DJT!" he wrote.
O'Malley Dillon responded with a statement accusing Trump of having "a long history of playing games with debates: complaining about the rules, breaking those rules, pulling out at the last minute, or not showing up at all."
"No more games. No more chaos, no more debate about debates. We'll see Donald Trump on June 27th in Atlanta - if he shows up," she wrote.
In an interview with conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt Wednesday morning, Trump had raised his own doubts about whether Biden would show, and offered his own suggestions. He said the debates "should go two hours" with both men standing, and he also pushed for larger venues.
"It's just more exciting," he said.
Biden's campaign has long held a grudge against the nonpartisan commission, accusing it of failing to evenly apply its rules during the 2020 Biden-Trump matchups -- most notably when it didn't enforce its COVID-19 testing rules on Trump and his entourage.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Biden and Trump agree on debates in June and September, but working out details could be challenging
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports President Biden and Donald Trump appear to agree on holding a pair of debates.

    

O'Malley Dillon on Wednesday sent a letter to the Commission on Presidential Debates to say that Biden's campaign objected to its proposed debate dates in the fall, which would come after some Americans begin to vote, repeating a complaint also voiced by the Trump campaign. She also voiced frustrations over past rule violations and the commission's insistence on holding the debates before a live audience. 
"The debates should be conducted for the benefit of the American voters, watching on television and at home -- not as entertainment for an in-person audience with raucous or disruptive partisans and donors," she wrote.
There also was little love lost for the commission from Trump, who objected to technical issues at his first debate with Democrat Hillary Clinton in 2016 and was upset when a 2020 debate with Biden was canceled after the Republican came down with COVID-19. The Republican National Committee had already promised not to work with the commission on the 2024 contests.
The Trump campaign issued a statement on May 1 that said of the debate schedule offered by the commission: "This is unacceptable."
The commission said in a Wednesday statement, "The American public deserves substantive debates from the leading candidates for president and vice president." It said its mission is "to ensure that such debates reliably take place and reach the widest television, radio and streaming audience."
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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                                        When it was Shawnna Bolick's turn to speak, the words tumbled out of her.
The conservative lawmaker was in the middle of a heated debate in the Republican-led Arizona Senate on a bill to repeal an 1864 law banning nearly all abortions, and Democrats needed at least one more vote from the right to advance the bill.
Bolick, head hung low and tripping over her words for 20 minutes, described her three difficult pregnancies, including one that ended in miscarriage. She said she wouldn't have got through it "without the moral support of my husband."
Her husband, Arizona Supreme Court Justice Clint Bolick, was part of the majority that voted in April to restore the near-total ban, a ruling that shocked the state and upended the political landscape. And he was a big part of the reason that she now stood on the Senate floor, absorbing jeers from her allies in the anti-abortion movement as she declared herself "pro-life" and struggled to explain what she was about to do.

    


Only in the final moments of her speech did her intention become clear: "I am here to protect more babies," she said. "I vote aye."




Her support pushed the bill over the finish line, and a day later on May 2, Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs signed it into law.
Shawnna Bolick's vote to nullify her spouse's ruling underscores the increasingly chaotic philosophical and legal landscape surrounding abortion access in Arizona, and it reflects national Republicans' struggle to navigate the politics of abortion during a presidential election year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This could spell trouble for the judge and the senator, both of whom face a reckoning with voters this year. Both declined interview requests from The Associated Press.
Shawnna and Clint Bolick met in Washington at an event hosted by the Heritage Foundation, a conservative research institute. They have long been friends with U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas -- a godfather to one of Clint Bolick's sons -- and his conservative political activist wife, Ginni.

    


Clarence Thomas was part of the majority that overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, something he had sought for more than 30 years, and he has also pressed his colleagues to reverse rulings protecting same-sex marriage, gay sex and the use of contraceptives.
After the 2020 presidential election, Ginni Thomas sent emails urging Republican lawmakers in Arizona -- including Shawnna Bolick -- to choose their own electors to undo Joe Biden's victory in the state. Bolick, then a state representative, introduced a bill the following year that would give state lawmakers the power to reject election results "at any time before the presidential inauguration." Her proposal died before coming to a vote.
Their conservative credentials are long but haven't shielded them from criticism as Clint Bolick seeks another six-year term on the bench, and his wife faces a primary challenge on July 30 in the northern Phoenix district she was appointed last year to represent.
After the high court published its ruling, calls surfaced from the left and right to repeal the near-total ban. On social media, U.S. Rep. David Schweikert, a Republican, said the court "legislated from the bench." Former Republican Gov. Doug Ducey, who appointed Clint Bolick to the high court, said the ruling didn't reflect "the will of the people."

    


A progressive group also launched a campaign targeting the two justices up for retention election in November who were part of the majority vote -- Clint Bolick and Kathryn King.
"Arizonans have a constitutional right to hold judges and justices accountable," said Abigail Jackson, a spokesperson for Progress Arizona. "So we want to let Arizonans know that these two particular justices will be on the ballot in November and to direct some of their energy towards unseating them." 
Voters rarely deny a sitting judge another term; only six have been unseated since Arizona adopted its judicial retention election system in 1974. 
Democrats, meanwhile, have put the abortion ruling at the center of their quest to take control of the state Legislature for the first time in decades. Sen. Bolick, representing one of the most competitive districts in the state, is among their top targets.

    


Bolick appeared to argue on the floor that a repeal would guard against extreme ballot initiatives to enshrine abortion rights, saying she wanted "to protect our state constitution from unlimited abortions."
But the Center for Arizona Policy, an anti-abortion advocacy group, blasted her for voting "with pro-abortion activist lawmakers."
Some Republican colleagues agreed.
"She has confused the pro-life community," Sen. Jake Hoffman said on the floor after Shawnna Bolick's vote. "Make no mistake, to everybody watching this and hearing my voice right now, and everyone who will hear it, she voted for abortions."
The repeal bill won't take effect until 90 days after the state's legislative session ends, typically in June or July. The Civil War-era ban could meanwhile be enforced, but the high court issued a stay on its decision, making a 2022 statute banning abortions after 15 weeks Arizona's prevailing abortion law.

    


But the legal landscape could change yet again if Arizona voters approve a ballot measure in November to enshrine abortion access up to 24 weeks of pregnancy in the state constitution. Organizers say they'll submit more than enough signatures by the July 3 deadline.
___
Yamat reported from Las Vegas. Associated Press writers Jonathan J. Cooper and Anita Snow in Phoenix contributed to this report.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Wednesday ordered Louisiana to hold congressional elections in 2024 using a House map with a second mostly Black district, despite a lower-court ruling that called the map an illegal racial gerrymander.
The order allows the use of a map that has majority Black populations in two of the state's six congressional districts, potentially boosting Democrats' chances of gaining control of the closely divided House of Representatives in the 2024 elections.
The justices acted on emergency appeals filed by the state's top Republican elected officials and Black voters who said they needed the high court's intervention to avoid confusion as the elections approach. About a third of Louisiana is Black.
The Supreme Court's order does not deal with a lower-court ruling that found the map relied too heavily on race. Instead, it only prevents yet another new map from being drawn for this year's elections. 

    


The Supreme Court could decide at a later date to hear arguments over the decision striking down the Louisiana map.
The court's three liberal justices dissented from Wednesday's order. Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson wrote that the judges who struck down the latest map should have had the chance to produce a new map before the high court intervened. 




"There is little risk of voter confusion from a new map being imposed this far out from the November election," Jackson wrote.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Liberal justices have dissented from prior Supreme Court orders that put decisions near elections on hold. Those orders invoked the need to give enough time to voters and election officials to ensure orderly balloting. "When an election is close at hand, the rules of the road must be clear and settled," Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote two years ago in a similar case from Alabama. The court has never set a firm deadline for how close is too close.

    


Louisiana Attorney General Liz Murrill said she was pleased with the order. "The Secretary of State has consistently stated she needed a map by May 15," Murrill said in an emailed statement. "The plaintiffs did not contest it at trial. We will continue to defend the law and are grateful the Supreme Court granted the stay which will ensure we have a stable election season." 
A lawyer for the Black voters praised the court's action. "We are very relieved that SCOTUS agreed with us that it's too close to the election to insert uncertainty. ... We will have a map with 2 majority black districts this fall," Jared Evans, an attorney with the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund, wrote in a text using an abbreviation for the Supreme Court. 
Edward Greim and Paul Hurd, attorneys for plaintiffs who challenged the new map said Wednesday's order lets the state impose a "brutal racial gerrymander" on 2024 voters who will cast ballots in districts "segregated by race." But they predicted eventual victory in the case.
Louisiana has had two congressional maps blocked by federal courts in the past two years in a swirl of lawsuits that included a previous intervention by the Supreme Court.

    


The state's Republican-dominated legislature drew a new congressional map in 2022 to account for population shifts reflected in the 2020 Census. But the changes effectively maintained the status quo of five Republican-leaning majority white districts and one Democratic-leaning majority Black district.
Noting the size of the state's Black population, civil rights advocates challenged the map in a Baton Rouge-based federal court and won a ruling from U.S. District Judge Shelly Dick that the districts likely discriminated against Black voters.
The Supreme Court put Dick's ruling on hold while it took up a similar case from Alabama. The justices allowed both states to use the maps in the 2022 elections even though both had been ruled likely discriminatory by federal judges.
The high court eventually affirmed the ruling from Alabama and returned the Louisiana case to federal court, with the expectation that new maps would be in place for the 2024 elections.

    


The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals gave lawmakers in Louisiana a deadline of early 2024 to draw a new map or face the possibility of a court-imposed map.
New Gov. Jeff Landry, a Republican, had defended Louisiana's congressional map as attorney general. Now, though, he urged lawmakers to pass a new map with another majority Black district at a January special session. He backed a map that created a new majority Black district stretching across the state, linking parts of the Shreveport, Alexandria, Lafayette and Baton Rouge areas.
A different set of plaintiffs, a group of self-described non-African Americans, filed suit in western Louisiana, claiming that the new map was also illegal because it was driven too much by race, in violation of the Constitution. A divided panel of federal judges ruled 2-1 in April in their favor and blocked use of the new map.

    


Landry and Murrill, a Republican ally, argued that the new map should be used, saying it was adopted with political considerations -- not race -- as a driving factor. They note that it provides politically safe districts for House Speaker Mike Johnson and Majority Leader Steve Scalise, fellow Republicans. Some lawmakers have also noted that the one Republican whose district is greatly altered in the new map, Rep. Garret Graves, supported a GOP opponent of Landry in last fall's governor's race. The change to Graves' district bolsters the argument that politics was the driving factor rather than race, lawmakers have said.
Voting patterns show a new mostly Black district would give Democrats the chance to capture another House seat and send a second Black representative to Congress from Louisiana. Democratic state Sen. Cleo Fields, a former congressman who is Black, had said he will run for Congress in the new district, if it's in place for the next election.
___
McGill reported from New Orleans.
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Brazilian dance craze created by young people in Rio's favelas is declared cultural heritage

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The passinho, a dance style created in the 2000s by kids in Rio de Janeiro's favelas, has been declared an "intangible cultural heritage" of the state of Rio, bringing recognition to a cultural expression born in the working-class neighborhoods. (AP/ Lucas Dumphreys and Mario Lobao.)
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    [image: Youth perform a street dance style known as passinho for their social media accounts, in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The passinho, or ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | Youth perform a street dance style known as passinho for their social media accounts, in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The passinho, or "little step", created in the 2000s by kids in Rio's favelas, was declared an "intangible cultural heritage" by state legislators, bringing recognition to a cultural expression born in the sprawling working-class neighborhoods. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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[image: FILE - Youth perform a street dance style known as passinho, in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April 11, 2024. Passinho or "little step" began with small groups performing at parties inside Rio's favelas, but has since spread, helping to break the stigma of the communities often known for violence and drug gangs. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)]
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[image: FILE - A youth strikes a pose after performing street dance style known as passinho in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Thursday, April 11, 2024. The passinho, or "little step", created in the 2000s by kids in Rio's favelas, was declared an "intangible cultural heritage" by state legislators, bringing recognition to a cultural expression born in the sprawling working-class neighborhoods. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)]
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FILE - A youth strikes a pose after performing street dance style known as passinho in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Thursday, April 11, 2024. The passinho, or "little step", created in the 2000s by kids in Rio's favelas, was declared an "intangible cultural heritage" by state legislators, bringing recognition to a cultural expression born in the sprawling working-class neighborhoods. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)
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[image: FILE - Reflected in a motorcycle side mirror, a woman performs a street dance style known as passinho, in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April 11, 2024. Passinho or "little step" began with small groups performing at parties inside Rio's favelas, but has since spread, helping to break the stigma of the communities often known for violence and drug gangs. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Youth perform a street dance style known as passinho for their social media accounts, in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April 11, 2024. The passinho, or "little step", created in the 2000s by kids in Rio's favelas, was declared an "intangible cultural heritage" by state legislators, bringing recognition to a cultural expression born in the sprawling working-class neighborhoods. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)]
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FILE - Youth perform a street dance style known as passinho for their social media accounts, in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April 11, 2024. The passinho, or "little step", created in the 2000s by kids in Rio's favelas, was declared an "intangible cultural heritage" by state legislators, bringing recognition to a cultural expression born in the sprawling working-class neighborhoods. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)
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[image: FILE - A boy watches youth perform the street dance style known as passinho in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April 11, 2024. Passinho or "little step" began with small groups performing at parties inside Rio's favelas, but has since spread, helping to break the stigma of the communities often known for violence and drug gangs. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)]
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FILE - A boy watches youth perform the street dance style known as passinho in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April 11, 2024. Passinho or "little step" began with small groups performing at parties inside Rio's favelas, but has since spread, helping to break the stigma of the communities often known for violence and drug gangs. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)
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[image: FILE - Illuminated by a motorcycle headlight, youth perform a street dance known as passinho in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April 11, 2024. The passinho, or "little step", created in the 2000s by kids in Rio's favelas, was declared an "intangible cultural heritage" by state legislators, bringing recognition to a cultural expression born in the sprawling working-class neighborhoods. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)]
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FILE - Illuminated by a motorcycle headlight, youth perform a street dance known as passinho in the Rocinha favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April 11, 2024. The passinho, or "little step", created in the 2000s by kids in Rio's favelas, was declared an "intangible cultural heritage" by state legislators, bringing recognition to a cultural expression born in the sprawling working-class neighborhoods. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- It all started with nifty leg movements, strong steps backwards and forwards, paced to Brazilian funk music. Then it adopted moves from break dancing, samba, capoeira, frevo -- whatever was around.
The passinho, a dance style created in the 2000s by kids in Rio de Janeiro's favelas, was declared in March to be an "intangible cultural heritage" by legislators in the state of Rio, bringing recognition to a cultural expression born in the sprawling working-class neighborhoods.
The creators of passinho were young kids with plenty of flexibility -- and no joint problems. They started trying out new moves at home and then showing them off at funk parties in their communities and, crucially, sharing them on the internet.
In the early days of social media, youngsters uploaded videos of their latest feats to Orkut and YouTube, and the style started spreading to other favelas. A competitive scene was born, and youths copied and learned from the best dancers, leading them to innovate further and strive to stay on top.

    


"Passinho in my life is the basis of everything I have," dancer and choreographer Walcir de Oliveira, 23, said in an interview. "It's where I manage to earn my livelihood, and I can show people my joy and blow off steam, you understand? It's where I feel happy, good."
Brazilian producer Julio Ludemir helped capture this spirit and discover talents by organizing "passinho battles" in the early 2010s. At these events, youths took turns showing off their steps before a jury that selected the winners.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The "Out of Doors" festival at New York's Lincoln Center staged one such duel in 2014, giving a U.S. audience a taste of the vigorous steps. Passinho breached the borders of favelas and disconnected from funk parties that are often associated with crime. Dancers started appearing on mainstream TV and earned the spotlight during the opening ceremony of the Rio 2016 Olympic Games.





    


Ludemir describes the style as an expression of Brazilian "antropofagia," the modernist concept of cannibalizing elements from other cultures in order to produce something new.
"Passinho is a dance that absorbs references from all dances. It's a crossing of the cultural influences absorbed by kids from the periphery as they were connecting with the world through social media in internet cafes," he said.
Dancing also became a means for youths to move seamlessly between communities controlled by rival drug gangs. It offered young men from favelas a new way out, besides falling into a life of crime or the all-too-common pipe dream of becoming a soccer star.
Passinho was declared state heritage by Rio's legislative assembly through a law proposed by Rio state legislator Veronica Lima. It passed unanimously and was sanctioned March 7. In a statement, Lima said it was important to help "decriminalize funk and artistic expressions of youths" from favelas.
Ludemir says the heritage recognition is sure to consolidate the first generation of passinho dancers as an inspiration for favelas youths. 

    


Among them are Pablo Henrique Goncalves, a dancer known as Pablinho Fantastico, who won a passinho battle back in 2014 and later created a boy group called OZCrias, with four dancers born and raised like him in Rocinha, Rio's largest favela. The group earns money performing in festivals, events, theaters and TV shows, and they welcomed the heritage recognition.
Another dance group is Passinho Carioca in the Penha complex of favelas on the other side of the city. One of its directors, Nayara Costa, said in an interview that she came from a family where everyone got into drug trafficking. Passinho saved her from that fate, and now she uses it to help youngsters -- plus teach anyone else interested in learning.
"Today I give classes to people who are in their sixties; passinho is for everyone," said Costa, 23. "Passinho, in the same way that it changed my life, is still going to change the lives of others." 
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brazil-rio-favela-passinho-dance-heritage-74887e3a1b4f0eaf084ea6d0f5fb20ed



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Now armed with AI, America's adversaries will try to influence election, security officials warn | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Now armed with AI, America's adversaries will try to influence election, security officials warn

    Now armed with AI, America's adversaries will try to influence election, security officials warn

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Avril Haines, director of National Intelligence, speaks during the open portion of a hearing of the Senate Armed Services Committee on Capitol Hill, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Avril Haines, right, director of National Intelligence, speaks as Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Kruse, left, director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, listens during the open portion of a hearing of the Senate Armed Services Committee on Capitol Hill, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- America's foreign adversaries will again seek to influence the upcoming U.S. elections, top security officials warned members of the Senate Wednesday, harnessing the latest innovations in artificial intelligence to spread online disinformation, mislead voters and undermine trust in democracy.
But the U.S. has greatly improved its ability to safeguard election security and identify and combat foreign disinformation campaigns since 2016, when Russia sought to influence the election, U.S. Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines testified to the Senate Intelligence Committee.
The latest warning from security officials comes as advances in AI make it easier and cheaper than ever to create lifelike images, video and audio that can fool even the most discerning voter. Other tools of disinformation include state media, online influencers and networks of fake accounts that can quickly amplify false and misleading content. 

    


Russia, China and Iran remain the main actors looking to interfere with the 2024 election, security officials said, but due to advances in technology other nations or even domestic groups could try and mount their own sophisticated disinformation campaigns.




Russia remains "the most active foreign threat to our elections," Haines said, using its state media and online influencers to erode trust in democratic institutions and U.S. support for Ukraine.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


In recent months, Russia has seized on America's debate over immigration, spreading posts that exaggerate the impact of migration in an apparent effort to stoke outrage among American voters.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

China did not directly try to influence the outcome of the 2020 presidential election, mostly because of concerns over blowback, Haines said. 
China's ties to TikTok were one of the things cited by members of Congress who recently voted to force TikTok's Beijing-based owner to sell the platform. 

    


"Needless to say, we will continue to monitor their activity," Haines said of China.
Iran, meanwhile, has used social media platforms to issue threats and try to confuse voters, Haines said. She cited a 2020 episode in which U.S. officials accused Tehran of distributing false content and being behind a flurry of emails sent to Democratic voters in multiple battleground states that appeared to be aimed at intimidating them into voting for President Donald Trump.
Previous efforts by federal agencies to call out foreign disinformation on platforms like Facebook or X, formerly known as Twitter, have quickly become caught up in debates over government surveillance, First Amendment rights and whether government agencies should be tasked with figuring out what's true. 
Republican Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida, the top Republican on the committee, questioned the officials about what they could do and how they would respond to "clearly fake" AI-generated videos about candidates that surface before the election.
"Who would be the person that would stand before the American people and say, 'We're not interfering in the election. We just want you to know the video's not real. Who would be in charge of that?" Rubio asked.

    


Haines responded that "I could be the person who goes out and makes that determination" but said there may be certain situations in which it would make more sense for state or local authorities to make that announcement.
Wednesday's hearing on foreign threats to the election also covered the risk that an adversary could hack into state or local election systems, either to change the vote or to create the perception that the outcome can't be trusted.
Jen Easterly, director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, said the federal government has worked closely with state and local election officials to ensure the 2024 election is the most secure ever.
"Election infrastructure has never been more secure," Easterly said.
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    [image: President Joe Biden speaks at the Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies' 30th annual gala, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives to speak in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, announcing plans to impose major new tariffs on electric vehicles, semiconductors, solar equipment and medical supplies imported from China. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration has told key lawmakers it plans to move forward on a new $1 billion sale of arms and ammunition to Israel, three congressional aides say. 
It's the first weapons shipment to Israel to be pushed ahead since the administration put another arms transfer, consisting of 3,500 bombs of up to 2,000 pounds each, on hold this month. The Biden administration, citing concern for civilian casualties in Gaza, has said it paused that bomb transfer to keep Israel from using those particular munitions in its offensive in the crowded southern Gaza city of Rafah.
The new package disclosed Tuesday includes about $700 million for tank ammunition, $500 million in tactical vehicles and $60 million in mortar rounds, the congressional aides said. They spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss an arms transfer that has not yet been made public.

    


Rep. Greg Meeks of New York, the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, said Wednesday that the package notified to lawmakers this week was in the works for some time and does not use money from the national security spending package signed into law by Biden last month, which included roughly $26 billion in aid to Israel and humanitarian relief for people in Gaza.




Meeks said if allowed to go forward, the arms would be transferred in the next two to three years.
The Biden administration has come under criticism from both parties over its handling of Israel's now seven-month-old war against Hamas in Gaza, with President Joe Biden's stewardship of the conflict threatening to sap support from Democrats as he runs for reelection against former president Donald Trump. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some of Biden's fellow Democrats have pushed him to limit transfers of offensive weapons to Israel to pressure the U.S. ally to do more to protect Palestinian civilians. Protests on college campuses around the U.S. this spring have only amplified the anger from progressives and young voters against Biden and his handling of the war in Gaza.

    


Meanwhile, Republican lawmakers have said any lessening of U.S. support for Israel -- its closest ally in the Middle East -- weakens it as the country fights Hamas and other Iran-backed groups. Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Minn., the GOP whip, told reporters Wednesday that initiating the process for this round of arms sales "doesn't make up" for the Biden administration withholding the bomb transfers last week.
The GOP-controlled House was preparing a vote this week that would force Biden to deliver offensive weaponry for Israel, an effort that will not be signed into law but could further divide Democrats. The White House has said it would veto that bill, but it could still pick up support from some of the two dozen House Democrats who sent a letter to National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan last week, saying they were "deeply concerned about the message" sent by pausing the bomb shipment.
In addition to the veto threat, the White House has been in touch with various lawmakers and congressional aides about the legislation, according to an administration official. Still, Democrats were anticipating some defections from their own party. One of the letter's signers, New York Rep. Ritchie Torres, said he would likely vote for the bill, despite the White House's opposition.

    


"I have a general rule of supporting pro-Israel legislation unless it includes a poison pill -- like cuts to domestic policy," he said.
Despite the one-time suspension of a bomb shipment, Biden and administration officials have made clear they will continue other weapons deliveries and overall military support to Israel, which is the largest recipient of U.S. military aid. White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre dismissed any notion that the two efforts -- pausing one shipment of bombs yet advancing another package of weapons -- were sending a mixed message.
"Two things can be true. We can have tough conversations with our friends and allies," Jean-Pierre told reporters during the daily press briefing on Wednesday. She added: "And we can say to our ally that look, we want to make sure that you're able to defend yourself." 

    


Meeks also defended the Biden administration's approach.
"I think that it's consistent with the president wanting to stop the 2,000 pound bombs that indiscriminately killed innocents, but he's not turning his back away from going after Hamas utilizing different types of weapons," he said.
The Wall Street Journal first reported on this week's notification of the $1 billion weapons package. That notice was not the final and formal notification before a sale occurs, one of the congressional aides said. The process can be lengthy and Congress has some power to block arms transfers, such as the leaders of the House Foreign Affairs Committee or the Senate Foreign Relations Committee placing a hold on the package. The State Department generally will not proceed if that occurs.
___
Associated Press writers Stephen Groves, Lisa Mascaro and Aamer Madhani contributed.
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                    Palestinians on Wednesday will mark the 76th year of their mass expulsion from what is now Israel, an event that is at the core of their national struggle. But in many ways, that experience pales in comparison to the calamity now unfolding in Gaza. Palestinians refer to it as the Nakba, Arabic for catastrophe. (AP Video by Abd Al Kareem Hana/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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    [image: Palestinian Fayrouz Safi cries while she takes the last look at the body of her son Aysar Safi, 20, at the family house during his funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Jalazoun, north of Ramallah Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Safi was killed during clashes with Israeli forces at the northern entrance of al-Bireh city, Palestinian ministry of health said. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]
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[image: Palestinians carry bloodstained mock children bodies during a mass ceremony to commemorate the Nakba Day, Arabic for catastrophe, in the West Bank city of Ramallah, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Palestinians are marking 76 years of dispossession on Wednesday, commemorating their mass expulsion from what is today Israel, as a potentially even larger catastrophe unfolds in Gaza, where more than half a million of people have been displaced in recent days by fighting. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]
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[image: Activists carry a large Palestinian flag during a mass ceremony to commemorate the Nakba Day, Arabic for catastrophe, in the West Bank city of Ramallah, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Palestinians are marking 76 years of dispossession on Wednesday, commemorating their mass expulsion from what is today Israel, as a potentially even larger catastrophe unfolds in Gaza, where more than half a million of people have been displaced in recent days by fighting. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)]
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[image: Mahmoud Ismail, 86, gestures as he speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in the center of the Social Support NGO at the Palestinian refugee camp of Shatila in Beirut, Lebanon, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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[image: Maps of historic Palestine with Arabic writing that reads "The map of Palestine, Have your children memorizing it", in a center of the Social Support NGO at the Palestinian refugee camp of Shatila in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. The Nakba, Arabic for "catastrophe," refers to the 700,000 Palestinians who fled or were driven out of what today is Israel before and during the war surrounding its creation in 1948. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday fended off criticism that he is not planning for a postwar reality in the Gaza Strip, saying it was impossible to prepare for any scenario in the embattled Palestinian enclave until Hamas is defeated.
Netanyahu has faced increasing pressure from critics at home and allies abroad, especially the United States, to present a plan for governance, security and rebuilding of Gaza.
He has indicated Israel seeks to maintain open-ended control over security affairs and rejected a role for the internationally recognized Palestinian Authority. That position stands in contrast to the vision set forth by the Biden administration, which wants Palestinian governance in Gaza and the Israeli-occupied West Bank as a precursor to Palestinian statehood.
The debate over a postwar vision for Gaza comes as fighting has erupted again in places Israel had targeted in the early days of the war and said it had under control, as well as in Gaza's southernmost city of Rafah, which has sent hundreds of thousands fleeing.





    


For Palestinians, that displacement has renewed painful memories of mass expulsion from what is now Israel in the war surrounding the country's creation in 1948. Palestinians across the Middle East on Wednesday were marking the 76th anniversary of that event.
The latest war began on Oct. 7 with Hamas' rampage across southern Israel, through some of the same areas where Palestinians fled from their villages decades earlier. Palestinian militants killed some 1.200 people that day, mostly civilians, and took another 250 hostage.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel's fierce response has obliterated entire neighborhoods in Gaza and forced some 80% of the population to flee their homes. Gaza's Health Ministry says over 35,000 Palestinians have been killed, without distinguishing between civilians and combatants in its count. The U.N. says there is widespread hunger and that northern Gaza is in "full-blown famine."

    


'THE DAY AFTER'
The renewed fighting in areas where Israel's military had largely asserted control, as well as a recent uptick in rocket fire from Gaza toward Israel, suggests that Hamas is regrouping. That has prompted criticism in Israel that Netanyahu is squandering military gains in Gaza by not moving toward a postwar vision for the territory. 
Netanyahu said Israel has been trying for months to find a solution to "this complex problem," but that a postwar plan could not be promoted so long as Hamas was not defeated. He said Israel had tried to enlist local Palestinians to assist with food distribution but that the effort failed because Hamas threatened them, a claim that could not be verified.
"All the talk about 'the day after,' while Hamas stays intact, will remain mere words devoid of content," Netanyahu said.
Senior members of his Cabinet disagree. In a nationally televised statement Wednesday, Netanyahu's defense minister increased the criticism, saying he had repeatedly pleaded with the Cabinet to make a decision on a postwar vision for Gaza that would see the creation of a new Palestinian civilian leadership. Yoav Gallant, a member of the three-man War Cabinet, said the government has refused to discuss the issue.

    


Gallant said not doing so would produce a reality where Israel could again exert civilian control over the Gaza Strip, which he said he opposed. Israel withdrew troops and settlers from the territory in 2005 after capturing it in the 1967 Mideast war.
"I call on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to make a decision and declare that Israel will not establish civilian control over the Gaza Strip, that Israel will not establish military governance in the Gaza Strip and that a governing alternative to Hamas in the Gaza Strip will be advanced immediately," he said, suggesting Netanyahu's decision-making was based on political considerations.
Hamas' top leader Ismail Haniyeh said Wednesday in response to the debate over Gaza's postwar future that "the Hamas movement is here to stay."
Earlier this week, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken chided Israel for the lack of a plan in some of his strongest public criticism.

    


Disagreements over Gaza's future have led to increasingly public friction between Israel and the U.S., its closest ally. The U.S. has also been outspoken against an Israeli incursion into Rafah, which Israel sees as essential to defeating Hamas but where more than half of Gaza's population of 2.3 million have sought shelter.
Israeli troops launched operations in Rafah last week, seizing the nearby crossing into Egypt and moving into eastern districts of the city in battles with Hamas fighters. Though still short of the full-on invasion Israel has threatened, the incursion has already caused  chaos.
The United Nations said Wednesday that over the last week, as Israeli forces have moved into parts of Rafah, some 600,000 have fled the city. During that time, another 100,000 have fled parts of northern Gaza that the Israeli military has reinvaded. 

    


SAME SCENES PLAY OUT
The Nakba, Arabic for "catastrophe," refers to the 700,000 Palestinians who fled or were driven out of what today is Israel before and during the 1948 war surrounding its creation, in which five Arab countries attacked the nascent state.
More than twice that number have been displaced within Gaza in the latest war.
The refugees and their descendants number some 6 million and live in built-up refugee camps in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and the Israeli-occupied West Bank. In Gaza, they are the majority of the population, with most families having been pushed out of what is now central and southern Israel.
Israel rejects what the Palestinians say is their right of return because if it was fully implemented, it would likely result in a Palestinian majority within Israel's borders.
"We lived through the Nakba not just once, but several times," said Umm Shadi Sheikh Khalil, who was displaced from Gaza City and now lives in a tent in the central Gaza town of Deir al-Balah.
At a center for older residents of the Shatila refugee camp in Beirut, Amina Taher recalled the day her family's house in the village of Deir al-Qassi, in today's northern Israel, collapsed over their heads after being shelled by Israeli forces in 1948. The house was next to a school that Palestinian fighters used as a base, she said.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Palestinians across the Middle East mark their original 'catastrophe' with eyes on the war in Gaza
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ben Thomas reports the Biden administration is said to be sending more weapons and ammunition to Israel.

    

Taher, then 3, was pulled from the rubble unharmed, but her 1-year-old sister was killed. Now she has seen the same scenes play out in news coverage of Gaza.
"When I would watch the news, I had a mental breakdown because then I remembered when the house fell on me," she said. "What harm did these children do to get killed like this?"
___
Sewell reported from Beirut and Shurafa from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip. Associated Press writers Samy Magdy in Cairo and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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    [image: People sit on the beach on a weekday afternoon in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024 as a Christian flag and an American flag flutter in the breeze. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A cross on the beach in Ocean Grove, N.J. is visible on May 2, 2024 from inside a boardwalk pavilion in which a Christian religious group holds Sunday morning services during the summer. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Workers use heavy equipment to move sand on the Ocean Grove, N.J. boardwalk on May 2, 2024 to prepare for the upcoming summer season. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Luisa Paster, left, and Harriet Bernstein, right pose on the boardwalk in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024, near a pavilion where a religious group that owns all the land in Ocean Grove refused to let them hold a civil union ceremony in 2007. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Haze slowly burns away from the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Flowering tree blossoms frame the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: People sit on the beach on a weekday afternoon in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024.The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Luisa Paster, left, and Harriet Bernstein, right pose on the boardwalk in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024, near a pavilion where a religious group that owns all the land in Ocean Grove refused to let them hold a civil union ceremony in 2007. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: People sit on the beach on a weekday afternoon in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Luisa Paster, left, and Harriet Bernstein, right pose on the boardwalk in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024, near a pavilion where a religious group that owns all the land in Ocean Grove refused to let them hold a civil union ceremony in 2007.The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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    [image: People sit on the beach on a weekday afternoon in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024 as a Christian flag and an American flag flutter in the breeze. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | People sit on the beach on a weekday afternoon in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024 as a Christian flag and an American flag flutter in the breeze. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 10
People sit on the beach on a weekday afternoon in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024 as a Christian flag and an American flag flutter in the breeze. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A cross on the beach in Ocean Grove, N.J. is visible on May 2, 2024 from inside a boardwalk pavilion in which a Christian religious group holds Sunday morning services during the summer. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Workers use heavy equipment to move sand on the Ocean Grove, N.J. boardwalk on May 2, 2024 to prepare for the upcoming summer season. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Luisa Paster, left, and Harriet Bernstein, right pose on the boardwalk in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024, near a pavilion where a religious group that owns all the land in Ocean Grove refused to let them hold a civil union ceremony in 2007. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Haze slowly burns away from the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Haze slowly burns away from the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 10
Haze slowly burns away from the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Flowering tree blossoms frame the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: People sit on the beach on a weekday afternoon in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024.The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Luisa Paster, left, and Harriet Bernstein, right pose on the boardwalk in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024, near a pavilion where a religious group that owns all the land in Ocean Grove refused to let them hold a civil union ceremony in 2007. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: People sit on the beach on a weekday afternoon in Ocean Grove, N.J. on May 2, 2024. The state of New Jersey says the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association is violating state beach access laws by keeping people off the beach until noon on Sundays. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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                                        OCEAN GROVE, N.J. (AP) -- In this seaside community that calls itself "God's Square Mile at the Jersey Shore," all the land is owned by a religious group that has for generations enforced an 11th Commandment: Thou shalt stay off the beach on Sunday morning.
But there are signs that decades-old policy may be coming to an end as a way to resolve a court case brought by the state of New Jersey that could cost the group $25,000 a day in fines for violating state beach access laws.
The Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association, which has kept beaches closed until noon on Sundays, has deleted that restriction from its website. Item 4 under "Beach Regulations" used to outline the Sunday morning closure. Now, just the number "4" remains on the site, followed by blank space.
The association and its lawyer did not immediately respond to requests for clarification Wednesday, and the state attorney general's office said it was looking into the matter.

    


Restricting activity on Sunday morning is central to Ocean Grove's very existence. It was founded in 1869 as a Methodist retreat, centered on an enormous hall called The Great Auditorium, where worship services are held near rows of tent cabins where summer pilgrims come to live in its shadow.


The association, a nonprofit Christian entity that owns the beach and the land under all of Ocean Grove's houses under a charter given to it by the state in 1870, has long kept people off the beach before noon on Sundays.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state of New Jersey is challenging the rule, threatening fines and taking the association to court.
The dispute involves an issue that has been contested for generations but never quite settled here: Does a religious group have the right to impose its beliefs on everyone in a community, including those of other faiths, or no faith at all?
"We just feel that's wrong, that it's not what America is supposed to be about, and it makes living here very uncomfortable when you're gay, when you're Jewish, an atheist or agnostic," said Paul Martin, who bought a house in Ocean Grove in 2003 with his wife, Aliza Greenblatt. 

    


"We have the right to live here, too," said Greenblatt, who like her husband is Jewish. "We're not anti-Christian. We just want the line between church and state to be respected."
The couple were among those who defied the rules last year and went onto the beach on Sunday mornings. They said association personnel called the police, but officers did not intervene once they arrived.
Harriet Bernstein is part of a lesbian couple from Ocean Grove whose request to use the boardwalk pavilion for their civil union ceremony was rejected in 2007 by the association on religious grounds. After a court ruled in favor of the couple, the association stopped allowing anyone to wed in the pavilion.
"I feel less comfortable because of the imposition of their religion on everybody that lives here," Bernstein said. Referring to images of a cross on the badges people are required to purchase in order to use the beach, she said, "I'm Jewish; I don't wear crosses."

    


The association did not respond to repeated requests for an interview in recent weeks.
But in court papers it says what the state is trying to do violates U.S. Constitutional amendments concerning freedom of religion, the taking of private property, and due process and equal protection. 
Church and state have never been as neatly separated in Ocean Grove as they are in other places.
Although it is a part of Neptune Township, just north of Asbury Park and about 60 miles south of New York City, Ocean Grove once was its own municipality, having been incorporated by the state Legislature in 1920. But a court ruled that act unconstitutional and dissolved the municipality a year later.
The Sunday morning beach closures dismay some but delight others.
"Ocean Grove is God's place," said Mary Martin, an 87-year-old retired teacher who moved here from northern New Jersey in 1960. "I love it here. I love the Bible hour six days a week, great speakers, great singing, great fellowship, great joy, everyone welcome."

    


Martin shares a feeling often voiced by association members and their supporters that a cherished way of life is under attack in Ocean Grove.
"It used to be no beach at all on Sunday," she said. "Then we gave in to them and said, 'OK, after noon on Sunday.' Now they want to take that away, too. We should be able to enjoy our Sundays."
Neil Ostrander has a part-time job with the association helping get the auditorium ready for summer. When newcomers arrived, he said, "they knew the deal" about its ownership by a Christian group. 
"It's like when someone moves above a bar that's been a bar for 170 years, and then sues it for being a bar," he said.
In court papers, the association writes that "all members of the public are welcome (onto the beach) 365 days a year. Anyone, regardless of race, creed, religion or orientation is welcome onto this private property 99.5% of the year."

    


Public access is restricted for 45 hours out of the year between Memorial Day and Labor Day, a policy the association called "abundantly reasonable."
"The slight limitation on physical presence on the beachfront on the Lord's Day is consistent with the plaintiff's mission to build and maintain a beautiful seaside community to serve as a place for meditation, reflection and renewal during the summer months," the association wrote. "The ability to reflect upon an empty and quiet beachfront during this limited time is at the core of plaintiff's very creation. Regardless of one's beliefs, spending the morning hours in an unhurried morning stroll on a less crowded boardwalk has emotional, spiritual and bodily health benefits."
While acknowledging the association's beach policy "is steeped in its Christian faith," the group cites several nonreligious reasons for it as well, including allowing lifeguards to have a few hours off at the end of a busy week and advancing "a better quality of life" for residents and visitors, including having more parking available for Sunday morning visits to shops and eateries.
The state takes a contrary view, saying that using chains and locks to keep the public off the sand on Sunday morning violates the association's authority to operate a beach. 
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ocean-grove-new-jersey-sunday-beach-ban-2b92cb93e7b3bda5495974dbbd46c0c3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Election 2024: GOP voters advance strong Senate contenders in Maryland, West Virginia | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Senate primaries set up a marquee race in Maryland and a likely Republican flip in West Virginia

    Senate primaries set up a marquee race in Maryland and a likely Republican flip in West Virginia

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Angela Alsobrooks, a Democrat running for U.S. Senate, speaks after the race was called in her favor at a Maryland primary election night party, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Greenbelt, Md. (Eric Thompson/The Baltimore Banner via AP)]
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[image: Former Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan speaks to supporters during a primary night election party Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Annapolis, Md., after he won the GOP nomination for the U.S. Senate seat opened by Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin's retirement. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | Former Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan speaks to supporters during a primary night election party Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Annapolis, Md., after he won the GOP nomination for the U.S. Senate seat opened by Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin's retirement. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice speaks at an election night watch party at the governor's mansion in Charleston, W.Va., on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, after he won the GOP nomination for the U.S> Senate seat being vacated by Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin . (AP Photo/Chris Jackson)]
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[image: Rep. David Trone, third from left, a Democrat running for U.S. Senate, speaks to supporters, conceding the primary race to his opponent, Angela Alsobrooks, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Baltimore. Standing with Trone are his son Rob, left, wife, June, second from left, and daughter Michelle. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)]
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[image: Former Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan speaks during a primary night election party Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Annapolis, Md., after he won the GOP nomination for the U.S. Senate seat opened by Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin's retirement. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)]
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[image: Former Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan greets supporters during a primary night election party Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Annapolis, Md., after he won the GOP nomination for the U.S. Senate seat opened by Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin's retirement. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)]
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[image: Signs are pictured outside an early voting center on Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Rockville, Md. President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump look to pad their delegate totals in Maryland Tuesday, May 14. Maryland voters will also decide contested primaries in a Senate race. Former GOP Gov. Larry Hogan's late entry into the race has given Republicans hope of a possible pick-up in a state that hasn't elected a Republican U.S. senator since 1980. The leading Democratic primary candidates are U.S. Rep. David Trone and Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks. (AP Photo/Robert Yoon)]
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[image: FILE- A voter arrives to cast their ballot in the midterm elections, Nov. 8, 2022, at Southside Elementary School in Huntington, W.Va. Voters are casting primary ballots in West Virginia, a heavily Republican state that's filled with open seats this election year, drawing multiple competitive primaries. Primary day is Tuesday. (Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch via AP)]
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[image: Former Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan speaks to supporters during a primary night election party Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Annapolis, Md., after he won the GOP nomination for the U.S. Senate seat opened by Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin's retirement. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)]
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[image: West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice speaks at an election night watch party at the governor's mansion in Charleston, W.Va., on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, after he won the GOP nomination for the U.S> Senate seat being vacated by Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin . (AP Photo/Chris Jackson)]
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[image: Rep. David Trone, third from left, a Democrat running for U.S. Senate, speaks to supporters, conceding the primary race to his opponent, Angela Alsobrooks, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Baltimore. Standing with Trone are his son Rob, left, wife, June, second from left, and daughter Michelle. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)]
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[image: Former Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan speaks during a primary night election party Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Annapolis, Md., after he won the GOP nomination for the U.S. Senate seat opened by Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin's retirement. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)]
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[image: Former Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan greets supporters during a primary night election party Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Annapolis, Md., after he won the GOP nomination for the U.S. Senate seat opened by Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin's retirement. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)]
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[image: Signs are pictured outside an early voting center on Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Rockville, Md. President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump look to pad their delegate totals in Maryland Tuesday, May 14. Maryland voters will also decide contested primaries in a Senate race. Former GOP Gov. Larry Hogan's late entry into the race has given Republicans hope of a possible pick-up in a state that hasn't elected a Republican U.S. senator since 1980. The leading Democratic primary candidates are U.S. Rep. David Trone and Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks. (AP Photo/Robert Yoon)]
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[image: FILE- A voter arrives to cast their ballot in the midterm elections, Nov. 8, 2022, at Southside Elementary School in Huntington, W.Va. Voters are casting primary ballots in West Virginia, a heavily Republican state that's filled with open seats this election year, drawing multiple competitive primaries. Primary day is Tuesday. (Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch via AP)]
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FILE- A voter arrives to cast their ballot in the midterm elections, Nov. 8, 2022, at Southside Elementary School in Huntington, W.Va. Voters are casting primary ballots in West Virginia, a heavily Republican state that's filled with open seats this election year, drawing multiple competitive primaries. Primary day is Tuesday. (Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch via AP)
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                                        ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) -- Republican voters advanced strong Senate contenders in Maryland and West Virginia on Tuesday, giving the GOP a big boost in its push to claim control of Congress' upper chamber. 
Former Gov. Larry Hogan claimed the Republican nomination in what will be a marquee race in Maryland against Angela Alsobrooks, a top local official who could become the fourth Black woman in U.S. history to serve in the Senate.
Meanwhile, another popular Republican, Gov. Jim Justice, won the Senate nomination in deep-red West Virginia, becoming the overwhelming favorite in the race that represents the GOP's best pickup opportunity in the nation.
In both states, which share a border but feature antithetical politics, the Republican nominees represent a serious challenge for Democrats in the general election as they cling to a 51-49 Senate majority and defend seats in other states that former President Donald Trump won four years ago. 





    


At the same time, Trump and Democratic President Joe Biden sought to project strength in low-stakes presidential primaries. And further down the ballot, two people who were on opposite sides of the Jan. 6 insurrection lost their U.S. House bids -- a former Capitol Police officer running in Maryland and a former West Virginia state lawmaker who participated in the riot. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


In all, three states hosted statewide primary elections Tuesday -- Maryland, Nebraska and West Virginia -- as Republicans and Democrats picked their nominees for a slate of November elections that will decide the presidency and control of Congress. 
A TRUMP CRITIC GRABS MARYLAND'S GOP NOMINATION

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Maryland, Hogan gives Republicans a legitimate chance at picking up a Senate seat in the deep-blue state for the first time in more than four decades.
Hogan overcame his years-long criticism of Trump, a position that put him at odds with many Republican primary voters but will undoubtedly help him in the general election this fall. Maryland voters gave Biden a 33-point victory over Trump four years ago.

    


On the other side in the Senate contest, Democratic voters nominated Alsobrooks, the top official in Prince George's County outside of Washington. The 53-year-old African American county executive had been endorsed by many of the state's top officials, including Gov. Wes Moore, Sen. Chris Van Hollen and U.S. Rep. Steny Hoyer. 
Alsobrooks prevailed after a contentious and expensive primary against U.S. Rep. David Trone, a liquor store magnate who had invested more than $61 million into his unsuccessful bid. 
Race was an issue in the Democratic primary and may be in the general election in the months ahead. Alsobrooks is trying to become the first Black senator from a state in which roughly one in three residents identifies as African American.
On the social media site X, Hogan congratulated Alsobrooks and said, "Voters have a clear and stark choice: more of the dysfunctional partisan status quo or real independent and bipartisan leadership."
Alsobrooks, also posting on X, promised to "defeat Larry Hogan, keep Maryland blue, and keep our Senate under Democratic control."

    


THE WEST VIRGINIA BATTLE TO REPLACE MANCHIN
Justice won his primary against U.S. Rep. Alex Mooney. With Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin gone, the seat is almost guaranteed to turn red come November.
The Trump-endorsed Justice, a former billionaire with a folksy personality, is wildly popular in the state. A former Democrat, Justice switched to the Republican Party in 2017, announcing the change at a Trump rally.
Despite his connection to the former Republican president, Justice doesn't pander to Trump as much as most statewide Republican officials in the state. And he largely avoids focusing on some of the GOP's favorite culture war issues, such as transgender rights.
Mooney had tried to win over conservatives by labeling Justice a "RINO" -- which stands for "Republican in name only" -- who would support Democratic policies. Justice did support Biden's bipartisan infrastructure law, saying West Virginia couldn't afford to turn away the money offered in the bill. 
At a polling place in West Virginia's capital city, voter Steve Ervin said his votes Tuesday were directly related to Trump.

    


"I really did an exhaustive study of the sample ballot of who I believe supported Trump and Trump supported them," said Ervin, who works in the state's unemployment office. "That's what I made my whole decision on."
Attorney General Patrick Morrisey, the Republican nominee in the 2018 Senate race against Manchin, won the nomination for West Virginia governor. 
TESTS OF STRENGTH IN THE PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY
Biden and Trump have already amassed enough delegates to claim the presidential nominations at their respective national conventions this summer. And they added to their total Tuesday with wins in Maryland, Nebraska and West Virginia.
Yet voters on both sides hoped to register a significant protest vote Tuesday that would demonstrate their dissatisfaction with the Biden-Trump rematch. 

    


Maryland progressives especially unhappy with the Biden administration's support for Israel in its war against Hamas had encouraged voters to select "uncommitted to any presidential candidate" instead. Results coming in Tuesday night suggested the "uncommitted" vote was running behind the margins of similar movements in Michigan and Minnesota. 
There was no uncommitted option in West Virginia or Nebraska.
Everett Bellamy, a Democrat who voted early in Annapolis, said he voted "uncommitted" instead of Biden as a protest against the killing of women and children and noncombatants in Gaza.
"I wanted to send a message," Bellamy, 74, said after leaving an early voting center.
Meanwhile, Trump's Republican critics could not choose "uncommitted," but they could choose his former GOP rival Nikki Haley, who appeared on the ballot in Maryland, Nebraska and West Virginia despite formally suspending her campaign more than two months ago. 
Derek Faux, an independent voter from Charleston, West Virginia, said he supported Haley, and in other Republican races, he said he voted for the candidates he believed were least like Trump.
"I would rather see moderate, reasonable Republicans than some of the other folks," said Faux, a librarian. 
TWO SIDES OF THE INSURRECTION
Tuesday's elections also included two candidates who were intimately involved in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
In Maryland, former Capitol Police officer Harry Dunn was among nearly two dozen Democrats running in the state's 3rd Congressional District. The 40-year-old Democrat lost to State Sen. Sarah Elfreth. 
In West Virginia, a former member of the House of Delegates, Derrick Evans, lost his bid to oust incumbent Republican Rep. Carol Miller in the 1st Congressional District. The 39-year-old Evans served a three-month jail sentence after livestreaming himself participating in the storming of the U.S. Capitol. 
OTHER KEY RACES
In Nebraska, Republican Sens. Deb Fischer and Pete Ricketts both won their primaries, one of the rare occasions when both senators in a state were on the ballot at the same time. And in Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District, Republican U.S. Rep. Don Bacon fended off a challenge from his right flank.
In North Carolina, voters finalized their pick of the Trump-endorsed Brad Knott in what had become a one-person Republican primary in the state's 13th Congressional District.
___
This story has deleted an incorrect reference to a California election being Tuesday. The California election is next week.
___
Willingham reported from Charleston, West Virginia. Peoples reported from Washington. 
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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                    Blinken announced on Wednesday an additional $2 billion worth of aid to Ukraine in what he called the defence enterprise fund, which will allow the embattled nation to increase weapons purchases and strengthen its defence-industrial base (May 15, 2024).
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            Blinken: "deep concerns" about Rafah combat's impact on humanitarian aid

        
        
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Tuesday that Washington had "deep concerns" about the impact of Israel's military activity in Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip. Blinken told a news conference in Kyiv that it could be affecting the "ability to provide humanitarian assistance" because it was impacting Gaza's "two main points of access" (May 15, 2024).
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken lays flowers at the Memory Wall of Fallen Defenders of Ukraine outside the Saint Michael's Golden Domed Monastery in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to the media during his visit to an agricultural logistics and transshipment facility in Vyshneve, Kyiv region, on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Blinken, who arrived Tuesday on a two-day visit, sought to rally Ukrainians' spirits during the new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid that is on the way after months of political delays will make a ]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, looks on as grain is moved during his visit to an agricultural logistics and transshipment facility in Vyshneve, Kyiv region Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, attends a meeting with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Blinken sought to reassure Ukraine of continuing American support, announcing a $2 billion arms deal. Most of the money comes from a package approved last month. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba attends a meeting with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Blinken sought to reassure Ukraine of continuing American support, announcing a $2 billion arms deal. Most of the money comes from a package approved last month. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: A law enforcement officer watches the perimeter of the Memory Wall of Fallen Defenders of Ukraine outside the Saint Michael's Golden Domed Monastery, during US Secretary of State Antony Blinken's visit, in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: A pigeon sits in front of the Memory Wall of Fallen Defenders of Ukraine outside the Saint Michael's Golden Domed Monastery, during US Secretary of State Antony Blinken's visit, in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, walk past the Saint Michael's Golden-Domed Monastery in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, walk past the Saint Michael's Golden-Domed Monastery in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 14
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, walk past the Saint Michael's Golden-Domed Monastery in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, and Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba hold a bunch of roses as they walk at the Memory Wall of Fallen Defenders of Ukraine outside the Saint Michael's Golden Domed Monastery in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba lay flowers at the Memory Wall of Fallen Defenders of Ukraine outside the Saint Michael's Golden Domed Monastery, in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba give a joint press conference following their meeting, in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Blinken sought to reassure Ukraine of continuing American support, announcing a $2 billion arms deal. Most of the money comes from a package approved last month. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a joint press conference with Ukrainian Foreign Minister following their talks in Kyiv on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski, Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukrainian forces withdrew from some parts of the country's northeast and battled Russian troops in other areas Wednesday, as President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's decision to postpone all his upcoming foreign trips underscored the seriousness of the threat his soldiers face.
Against that grim backdrop, visiting U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken sought to reassure Ukraine of continuing American support, announcing a $2 billion arms deal. Most of the money comes from a package approved last month.
The top diplomat's trip comes as Russian troops press a new offensive in Ukraine's Kharkiv region. It began last week, marking the most significant border incursion since the full-scale invasion began in 2022 and forcing thousands to flee their homes. In recent weeks, Moscow's forces have also sought to build on gains in the eastern region of Donetsk. Taken together, the developments mean the war has entered a critical stage for Ukraine's depleted army.

    


Ukraine's General Staff reported late Tuesday that troops fell back from two areas in Kharkiv -- Lukyantsi and Vovchansk -- "in order to save the lives of our servicemen and avoid losses." Russia said it had captured Lukyantsi.




It was not possible to independently verify either side's claims.
Vovchansk -- just 5 kilometers (3 miles) from the Russian border -- has been the focus of much of the recent fighting, and Ukrainian and Russian troops battled in its streets Wednesday. Oleksii Kharkivskyi, head of the city's patrol police, said Russian troops were taking up positions in the city, while the Ukrainian General Staff said its forces were trying to flush them out.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gunfire could be heard in the background of a video the police official posted on his Instagram page.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Ukrainian troops pull out of some areas and Zelenskyy postpones foreign trips amid Russian offensive
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on air-borne Ukrainian attacks on Russian-controlled territory.

    

The Ukrainian presidential office said additional reinforcements were being deployed in the region, including army reserve units.

    


At the dangerous juncture, Blinken was in Ukraine to highlight U.S. support, though most of the money he announced Wednesday, about $1.6 billion, comes from the $60 billion allotted to Ukraine in the supplemental foreign assistance legislation passed by Congress and signed by President Joe Biden, officials said.
He said the money would be used for three purposes: to provide weapons in the short term, to invest in Ukraine's defense-industrial base and to allow Ukraine to buy military supplies from other countries.
At a news conference with Blinken, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said of the aid: "This is a very powerful message to both our friends and our enemies."
Blinken said Washington understands the urgency of Ukraine's need for additional air defenses to protect against the Russian onslaught and was prioritizing them in its assistance.
He added that the U.S. has "not encouraged or enabled strikes outside of Ukraine" using American-supplied long-range weapons. That decision is up to Kyiv authorities, he said.
The United Kingdom has said it placed no limits on Ukraine's use of weapons Britain supplies to hit targets on Russian soil, but Germany, another major supporter, has balked at that and ruled it out for fear of escalating the conflict.

    


Russia is opening new fronts in order to stretch Ukraine's army, which is short of ammunition and manpower, along the about 1,000-kilometer (620-mile) front line, hoping defenses will crumble. Russian artillery and sabotage raids have also been menacing Ukraine's northern Chernihiv and Sumy regions.
The Russian Defense Ministry also claimed that its troops have retaken the village of Robotnye in the southern Zaporizhzhia region. Ukrainian forces had gained control of the village last August in what was seen as an important advance in a counteroffensive that eventually petered out.
Elsewhere in Ukraine's southern regions, an aerial attack on the central district of Kherson wounded 17 civilians, the regional prosecutor's office said. And a Russian missile attack injured six people in Mykolaiv, according to Ukraine's rescue service.
Still, the Institute for the Study of War said late Tuesday that the pace of Russia's advance in the Kharkiv border region, where it launched an offensive late last week and has made significant progress, has slowed. The Washington-based think tank said Moscow's main aim there is to create a "buffer zone" that will prevent Ukrainian cross-border strikes on Russia's Belgorod region.

    


Even so, Zelenskyy's office announced Wednesday he canceled all his upcoming foreign visits and would try to reschedule them.
Zelenskyy had been expected to visit Spain, and perhaps Portugal, later this week. No reason was given for his decision, but the difficulties on the front line hung over it.
On Wednesday evening, Zelenskyy said in his nightly address that the Ukrainian forces have managed to "partially stabilize" fighting in the Kharkiv region, and that "the occupier who entered the Kharkiv region, is being destroyed with all available means." He didn't elaborate. 

    


Meanwhile, Russian air defenses shot down several Ukrainian missiles over the Black Sea and near the Belbek air base, Sevastopol Gov. Mikhail Razvozhayev said. Sevastopol is where the Russian Black Sea Fleet is headquartered.
The fragments of downed missiles fell into residential areas but caused no casualties, Razvozhayev said.
Russian air defenses also shot down nine Ukrainian drones, two Vilha rockets, two anti-radar HARM missiles and two Hammer guided bombs over the Belgorod region early Wednesday, the Defense Ministry said.
Vasily Golubev, the governor of the Rostov region, said two drones attacked a fuel depot. He said there were no casualties or fire.
Ukraine has launched a steady series of drone attacks on oil refineries and fuel depots across Russia over the past months, causing significant damage.
___
Joseph Wilson contributed to this report from Barcelona, Spain.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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What is the celebrity 'blockout' over the war in Gaza?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Some social media users are calling out celebrities for what they say is inaction in the face of a humanitarian crisis in Gaza -- and they've taken to a "blockout" to pressure the stars to take a stand.
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    [image: FILE - A man uses a cell phone in New Orleans on Aug. 11, 2019. Some social media users are calling out celebrities for what they say is inaction in the face of a humanitarian crisis in Gaza -- and they've taken to a "blockout" to pressure the stars to take a stand. For the blockout, users put a block on seeing any and all content from the accounts of certain celebrities on social media platforms including X, TikTok and Instagram. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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[image: FILE - Pro-Palestinian protesters march in between traffic near the Metropolitan Museum of Art, where the Met Gala takes place, Monday, May 6, 2024, in New York. Some social media users are calling out celebrities for what they say is inaction in the face of a humanitarian crisis in Gaza -- and they've taken to a "blockout" to pressure the stars to take a stand. Some have posted about the celebrities they've blocked, with others have shared posts from users lambasting attendees of high-glamour events like the Met Gala and contrasting it with the situation in Gaza. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Some social media users are calling out celebrities for what they say is inaction in the face of a humanitarian crisis in Gaza -- and they've taken to a "blockout" to pressure the stars to take a stand.
For the blockout, users put a block on seeing any and all content from the accounts of certain celebrities on social media platforms including X, TikTok and Instagram. Some have posted about the celebrities they've blocked, using a hashtag such as #blockout, #blockout2024, or #celebrityblockout, while others have shared posts from users lambasting attendees of high-glamour events like the Met Gala and contrasting it with the situation in Gaza.
Blockout participants say it's a protest because the celebrities either haven't spoken up or haven't said enough against Israel's actions in Gaza during its war with Hamas. Since the war erupted Oct. 7 with Hamas' deadly attacks, Israel's military has killed more than 35,000 people in Gaza, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between civilians and combatants.

    


HOW DOES THE BLOCKOUT WORK? 
On social media platforms, users see content from people they follow, as well as from those chosen for them by algorithms. In both instances, users can select options to mute or block a person or account. 




Blocking the accounts of celebrities or influencers means not seeing any of the content they produce on social media -- no posts, no photos or videos, no collaborations with sponsors. The number of people interacting with content brings in money, so the blocks are meant to affect views, engagement and -- ultimately -- paychecks. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The blockout also is meant to target celebrities' brands by taking eyeballs and attention away from their content. 
WHO IS BEING BLOCKED?
There is no single organized list of celebrities being blocked. Some users are offering celebrity suggestions, while others are deciding on their own. Celebrities in the U.S. and beyond have been named in the blockout. 

    


Blocking is up to each social media user. And every celebrity, influencer or content creator must be blocked individually on each platform. 
HOW DID THE BLOCKOUT START?
Protests around the Israel-Hamas war have grown, with encampments on college campuses around the country. Amid those movements, attention to what celebrities and influencers were, or weren't, saying got a boost after the Met Gala last week. 
The annual party draws a host of famous faces from the worlds of fashion, movies, music, sports and more. It's known for its over-the-top arrivals carpet and the elaborate outfits celebrities wear. This year, the gala was circled by protesters for much of the evening.
Social media was flooded with images from the star-studded event. Around the same time, images circulated as Israel launched a military operation in the southern Gaza city of Rafah. That led to some users calling out the contrast between the gala's celebrity opulence and the situation in Gaza -- using images from both - and condemning celebrities for not using their platforms to speak up for those who are suffering.
WILL THE BLOCKOUT BE EFFECTIVE?
The effectiveness and staying power of the blockout are yet to be seen, said Beth Fossen, assistant professor of marketing at Indiana University. It might depend on the celebrity and what they're known for -- a famous person whose "brand" is tied to humanitarian causes may be more affected than one known primarily for talent, she added. 

    


"If your identity is really tied to promoting something that is key to the boycotting, then this could potentially have really serious consequences for you," Fossen said. "There might be some influencers that gain their fame by sort of promoting peace and then they're being silent on this issue -- followers may not forgive them."
IS THERE BLOCKOUT BACKLASH? 
There has been criticism of the blockout, with some saying the focus on celebrities takes attention away from what's happening on the ground in Gaza. Others question what the parameters are for judging whether someone should be blocked -- and what would constitute a well-known person speaking out or doing enough.
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NYC's Rikers Island jail gets a kid-friendly visitation room ahead of Mother's Day

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    It could be the last place a mom would want to spend Mother's Day with her kids. But a family visiting space at New York City's Rikers Island jail complex is a little more kid-friendly after a colorful redesign by the Children's Museum of Manhattan. (AP Video: Ted Shaffrey)
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    [image: Inmate Nadine Leach, 43, right, visits with her grandchildren and daughter Lashawna Jones, 27, in the newly opened preschool play and learn visitation hub in the Rose M. Singer Center at the Rikers Island jail complex in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: The Rikers Island jail complex is shown in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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            3 of 12 | The Rikers Island jail complex is shown in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 12
The Rikers Island jail complex is shown in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Commissioner of the New York City Department of Correction Lynelle Maginley-Liddie is photographed in the newly opened preschool play and learn hub for inmate mothers and visiting children in the Rose M. Singer Center at the Rikers Island jail complex in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: Commissioner of the New York City Department of Correction Lynelle Maginley-Liddie, right, sits in the newly opened preschool play and learn hub for inmate mothers and visiting children in the Rose M. Singer Center at the Rikers Island jail complex in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: Leslie Bushara, Chief Program Officer at the Children's Museum of Manhattan, is photographed in the newly opened preschool play and learn visitation hub that the museum designed and installed in the Rose M. Singer Center at the Rikers Island jail complex in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: A sign on the wall of a visitation hub at the Rikers Island jail complex reads "Inmates Are Permitted to Hold Their Children During the Visit" at the facility in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: A surveillance camera is shown in a visitation hub area of the Rikers Island jail complex in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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A surveillance camera is shown in a visitation hub area of the Rikers Island jail complex in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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[image: The Rikers Island jail complex is shown in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: The Rikers Island jail complex is shown in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: The Rikers Island jail complex with razor wire fencing is shown in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's probably the last place a mom wants to spend Mother's Day with her kids. But a family visiting space at New York City's notorious Rikers Island jail complex is a little more kid-friendly after a colorful redesign by the Children's Museum of Manhattan.
The jail opened the new preschool play and learning room for the children and grandchildren of female prisoners Tuesday, a few days ahead of the Sunday holiday.
"Mother's Day means everything to me," said Rikers inmate Nadine Leach, 43, as she watched her 3-year-old granddaughter, Queen, excitedly explore the sound machines, coloring books and toys. 
One interactive wall display shows a map of the city's five boroughs. Buttons below trigger city sounds, like the screech of a subway.
Leach's daughter, Lashawna Jones, 27, said the play installation is beautiful compared with her last visit. Before, it was a mostly bare room, with a few books. Jones said the design focused her children's attention on imaginative play instead of their grandmother being in jail and awaiting trial on a felony drug charge.

    


"It makes me sad that she's not actually home with us for Mother's Day because I feel like a little sad coming here to visit her here because I'm used to having her physically home with us. Like, right now, I'm being a big girl; I'm holding my tears back," Jones said.




To get to the facility, families take a bus, go through security and drug screenings, and pass by walls with six layers of razor wire. Outside the new play center, a sign on blue cinder block reads, "Inmates are permitted to hold their children during the visit."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The visitation hub was designed and installed by the Children's Museum of Manhattan and replicates exhibitions at the museum's home on the Upper West Side.
The exhibits teach preschool skills: communication, sharing, literacy and executive function, said Leslie Bushara, the museum's chief program officer.

    


Lynelle Maginley-Liddie, commissioner of the New York City Department of Correction, cut a giant green ceremonial ribbon to open the room.
"We want mothers to have interactions with their kids," Maginley-Liddie said. "You know, being incarcerated can be very difficult. It can be difficult on the children. It can be difficult on the moms. And it's important for them to have those connections even while they're in our care, so that when they are released, that bond has been sustained during incarceration."
Rikers Island consists mainly of men's jail facilities that house around 6,000 people. Child-friendly exhibits will be added to those facilities over the next year, the museum said in a statement. Funding for the exhibits also will allow approved inmates to travel to the Children's Museum of Manhattan twice per month.
People jailed at Rikers are either charged with crimes being tested in court or are serving short sentences. City officials voted to close the entire complex in 2026 and replace it with smaller neighborhood facilities that would be easier for relatives to visit, but the deadline was pushed back. Poor conditions have raised the prospect of a federal takeover.

    


The women's jail, called the Rose M. Singer Center, currently holds around 370 people, according to the Department of Correction. State officials moved hundreds of women into state facilities in 2021 in an effort to improve safety.
___
Associated Press writer Cedar Attanasio contributed to this report.
___
This story was first published on May 12, 2024. It was updated on May 15, 2024, to correct the name of the agency that operates the facility. It is the Department of Correction, not the Department of Corrections.
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Fewer US overdose deaths were reported last year, but experts are still cautious

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A container of Narcan, a brand name version of the opioid overdose-reversal drug naloxone, sits on a table following a demonstration at the Health and Human Services Humphrey Building on Friday, Sept. 8, 2023, in Washington. The number of U.S. fatal overdoses fell in 2023 -- for only the second time since the current national epidemic of drug deaths began more than three decades ago. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention posted the numbers on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The number of U.S. fatal overdoses fell last year, according to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data posted Wednesday. 
Agency officials noted the data is provisional and could change after more analysis, but that they still expect a drop when the final counts are in. It would be only the second annual decline since the current national drug death epidemic began more than three decades ago.
Experts reacted cautiously. One described the decline as relatively small, and said it should be thought more as part of a leveling off than a decrease. Another noted that the last time a decline occurred -- in 2018 -- drug deaths shot up in the years that followed.
"Any decline is encouraging," said Brandon Marshall, a Brown University researcher who studies overdose trends. "But I think it's certainly premature to celebrate or to draw any large-scale conclusions about where we may be headed long-term with this crisis."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


It's also too soon to know what spurred the decline, Marshall and other experts said. Explanations could include shifts in the drug supply, expansion of overdose prevention and addiction treatment, and the grim possibility that the epidemic has killed so many that now there are basically fewer people to kill.




CDC Chief Medical Officer Dr. Deb Houry called the dip "heartening news" and praised efforts to reduce the tally, but she noted "there are still families and friends losing their loved ones to drug overdoses at staggering numbers."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About 107,500 people died of overdoses in the U.S. last year, including both American citizens and non-citizens who were in the country at the time they died, the CDC estimated. That's down 3% from 2022, when there were an estimated 111,000 such deaths, the agency said.
The drug overdose epidemic, which has killed more than 1 million people since 1999, has had many ripple effects. For example, a study published last week in JAMA Psychiatry estimated that more than 321,000 U.S. children lost a parent to a fatal drug overdose from 2011 to 2021.

    


"These children need support," and are at a higher risk of mental health and drug use disorders themselves, said Dr. Nora Volkow, director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, which helped lead the study. "It's not just a loss of a person. It's also the implications that loss has for the family left behind."
Prescription painkillers once drove the nation's overdose epidemic, but they were supplanted years ago by heroin and more recently by illegal fentanyl. The dangerously powerful opioid was developed to treat intense pain from ailments like cancer but has increasingly been mixed with other drugs in the illicit drug supply.
For years, fentanyl was frequently injected, but increasingly it's being smoked or mixed into counterfeit pills.
A study published last week found that law enforcement seizures of pills containing fentanyl are rising dramatically, jumping from 44 million in 2022 to more than 115 million last year.
It's possible that the seizures indicate that the overall supply of fentanyl-laced pills is growing fast, not necessarily that police are whittling down the illicit drug supply, said one of the paper's authors, Dr. Daniel Ciccarone of the University of California, San Francisco.

    


He noted that the decline in overdoses was not uniform. All but two of the states in the eastern half of the U.S. saw declines, but most western states saw increases. Alaska, Washington, and Oregon each saw 27% increases.
The reason? Many eastern states have been dealing with fentanyl for about a decade, while it's reached western states more recently, Ciccarone said.
Nevertheless, some researchers say there are reasons to be optimistic. It's possible that smoking fentanyl is not as lethal as injecting it, but scientists are still exploring that question.
Meanwhile, more money is becoming available to treat addiction and prevent overdoses, through government funding and also through legal settlements with drugmakers, wholesalers and pharmacies, Ciccarone noted. 

    


"My hope is 2023 is the beginning of a turning point," he said.
___
AP medical writer Carla K. Johnson contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/drug-overdose-deaths-us-cdc-12e961d78cc0458e84a07e0b3f7d1bbc



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Trump hush money trial: Jurors have a front row seat to history, most of the time  | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The jurors in Trump's hush money trial are getting a front row seat to history -- most of the time

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Michael Cohen returned to the witness stand and delivered testimony that went to the heart of Donald Trump's hush money trial.
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                                        A gag order. The House Speaker turning up outside court. Angry denouncements of the judge overseeing the case.
Some of the most explosive moments in Donald Trump's hush money trial have played out for most of the world to see -- except for the people who are actually deciding his fate: the jury.
The 12-person panel is shown evidence and witness testimony so they can decide whether the former president is guilty of a scheme to buy up and bury seamy stories in an effort to illegally influence the 2016 presidential election. But it's a highly curated experience; jurors are not getting the full picture seen by those who follow along each day.
They don't even witness Trump enter or exit the courtroom. He's already there by the time they are brought into the room, and he stays until they are dismissed.




This is by design. Laws carefully govern how a criminal case is tried to ensure that a jury's decision on guilt or innocence isn't affected by fights over evidence or other legal sparring. It's routine to hold back a jury while trial lawyers argue with the judge about what can and can't be included for jurors to see during the trial. And attorneys often gather quietly at the judge's bench to talk about sensitive topics, out of their earshot. 

    


Jurors, too, agree to a set of rules when they're chosen for a trial. They can't research the case. They must avoid all news about it. They also agree not to discuss the case outside of court and not talk about it among themselves until deliberations, when all the evidence has been presented and they're deciding whether the defendant should be convicted. If they break any of these rules, they could be kicked off the panel and replaced with an alternate juror, or a mistrial could be declared.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

So if they're taking their civic duty seriously, the Trump jury has never heard the Republican presidential candidate criticize Judge Juan M. Merchan as "totally conflicted." They don't know that Trump has been threatened with jail time and fined $10,000 for violating a gag order that bars him from talking about witnesses in the case, including the prosecution's star witness, Michael Cohen. They haven't watched Cohen's TikTok livestreams. They didn't see House Speaker Mike Johnson hold a press conference outside the courthouse this week, using his powerful position to show his party turning against the judicial system by declaring the Manhattan criminal trial illegitimate. 

    


And they're unaware of the hours of legal wrangling over what witnesses can be called to testify, and what they can say when they're called. 
Trump has pleaded not guilty to 34 counts of falsifying business records and denies any of the sexual encounters happened. Trump's attorneys, for example, last week asked the judge to declare a mistrial over testimony from a crucial witness, Stormy Daniels, who spoke in discomfiting detail for jurors over the alleged sexual encounter with Trump that prompted the hush money payment just weeks before the presidential election in 2016. Jurors saw Daniels on the witness stand for 7.5 hours over two days. 

    


The panel got sent home early the day Daniels finished testifying. And then Trump's attorneys argued with the judge the case should be thrown out over her testimony. They took issue with Daniels' testimony describing a power dynamic between her and Trump, and the visceral reaction she had when she says she saw Trump sitting on the bed of his hotel suite stripped down to his boxers and T-shirt.
"That is so prejudicial and so incredible for a jury to hear," Trump's attorney Todd Blanche argued. He blamed prosecutors for asking questions that elicited intimate details of the alleged encounter.
Judge Merchan refused to throw out the case. 
Trump's attorneys also wanted to modify a gag order that bars him from talking about witnesses in the case. "He needs an opportunity to respond to the American people," Blanche argued. 
Judge Merchan denied that request too. And an appeals court on Tuesday upheld the gag order; finding that Trump wasn't claiming the restrictions infringed on his right to a fair trial. He was arguing that being prohibited from talking about the case could adversely impact his 2024 presidential campaign. 

    


But Trump's lawyers have won some, too. Merchan said no to prosecutors' request to play jurors a 1999 CNN interview in which Trump discussed his familiarity with campaign finance laws. And just before court let out last Friday, Merchan told prosecutors they should inform Cohen "that the judge is asking him to refrain from making any more statements" outside court about the case or about Trump. 
More routine actions are also decided outside of the watchful eyes of the jury. The judge and attorneys talk about scheduling and days off - including this Friday, when the Republican presidential nominee will be attending his son Barron's high school graduation. And they've talked about potential upcoming witnesses. 

    


Merchan asked Trump's defense lawyer Blanche whether his client would testify. Blanche said: "No."
"No determination yet?" Merchan clarified, according to a transcript. "No," Blanche said.
Even before the jury was seated, Merchan made a litany of rulings on what could be brought into court, including that prosecutors could ask about the infamous "Access Hollywood" tape where Trump bragged about grabbing women's genitals without their permission, but they couldn't play the tape itself. He set strict ground rules for the defense's planned expert testimony on campaign finance law. And he denied three requests by Trump's lawyers to delay the trial.
Once all the evidence is presented and both sides rest, the judge will instruct the jury on how to begin deliberations. Only after the trial formally ends are they released from the rules, meaning they can read, watch or listen to whatever they like. And, for the first time since being sworn in, they can talk about a process no other American has ever experienced -- sitting in judgment on a former president on trial for a crime.
Until then, they will be reminded by Merchan each day: "to please not talk either among yourselves or anyone else about anything related to the case."
And, the judge says: "Please continue to keep an open mind."
___
Associated Press Writers Jennifer Peltz, Michael R. Sisak, Jake Offenhartz and Alanna Durkin Richer contributed to this report. 
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US inflation eased last month in the first slowdown of 2024
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Led by lower food and auto prices, inflation in the United States cooled slightly last month after three elevated readings, likely offering a tentative sigh of relief for officials at the Federal Reserve as well as President Joe Biden's re-election team.
Consumer prices rose 0.3% from March to April, the Labor Department said Wednesday, down slightly from 0.4% the previous month. Measured year-over-year, inflation ticked down from 3.5% to 3.4%. And a gauge of underlying inflation, which excludes volatile food and energy costs, reached its lowest level in three years.
Inflation had been unexpectedly high in the first three months of this year after having steadily dropped in the second half of 2023. The elevated readings had dimmed hopes that the worst bout of inflation in four decades was being tamed and raised concerns that prices could spike again.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Whether inflation continues its decline could have a significant effect on the presidential race. Republican critics of Biden have sought to pin the blame for high prices on the president and to use it to try to derail his re-election bid. Though hiring remains robust and wage growth, on average, healthy, consumer prices remain generally well above their pre-pandemic levels.




Wednesday's report provides a dose of reassurance that the pace of price increases may be resuming its slowdown. While the latest figures show inflation still well above the Fed's 2% target, it's the first time this year that the year-over-year figure has declined. And price increases cooled in some service industries, such as hotels, health care and auto repairs, that had previously kept inflation elevated. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The report "was a tiny step in the right direction," said Danielle Hale, chief economist at Realtor.com. "The fight against inflation is not yet over, but the worsening trend observed in the first quarter of 2024 may have ended."

    


Fed Chair Jerome Powell had responded to the high inflation readings earlier this year by dropping his previous suggestions that interest rate cuts were likely in 2024. Instead, he stressed that the Fed's policymakers need "greater confidence" that inflation is falling to their 2% target before they would reduce borrowing rates from high levels.
Some economists suggest that if inflation -- and the overall economy -- continue to cool, the Fed could still cut rates twice this year, which would reduce costs for mortgages, auto loans and credit cards, among other forms of borrowing. 
A separate report on retail sales, also released Wednesday, showed that Americans' spending at stores and restaurants was unchanged in April after a healthy gain in March. A more restrained consumer could reassure the Fed that inflation will keep cooling.
Wednesday's inflation data "keeps alive the prospect of the Fed cutting rates in September," said Kathy Bostjancic, chief economist at Nationwide Financial. "The weak retail sales data also lends support to that." 
Wall Street traders appeared to agree, sending stock prices higher and bond yields lower in morning trading. The broad S&P 500 stock index rose roughly 0.5% to an intraday record high. The yield on the 10-year Treasury note declined, a sign that traders expect lower interest rates in the future. Mortgage rates, which tend to track the 10-year yield, may also move lower. 

    


Among individual items in April, grocery prices slipped, providing a break to shoppers. Egg prices, which have been volatile after a bout of avian flu, fell 7.3%. New and used car prices also dropped. By contrast, prices for gas and clothing both jumped.
Excluding volatile food and energy costs, so-called core prices rose 0.3% from March to April after three straight months of 0.4% increases. Measured with a year earlier, core prices increased 3.6% in April, down from 3.8% in March. The Fed closely tracks core prices, which tend to provide a better read of where inflation is headed. 
For consumers and businesses, a sustained period of lower inflation would provide some much-welcome stability.

    


Pat Overson, co-owner of Overson Roofing in Mesa, Arizona, is among those who have already experienced a period of milder inflation. His costs for lumber, labor and asphalt shingles, after shooting higher from 2020 through 2022, have stabilized in the past year or so. 
While he now charges $12,000 to $15,000 for a typical roof replacement that had cost $10,000 to $12,000 in 2020, he said that price range has been roughly stable since 2022.
"Inflation has leveled out for us," he said. 
Lumber had soared by as much as 75% during the pandemic, he said, as mills closed down. Since then, the price has fallen sharply, though it has leveled off at a higher price than before the pandemic. Labor costs, Overson added, have also stabilized. 
Consumers are still buying new roofs, though Overson sees signs that they are growing more cautious. Customers are seeking out more bids for each project, Overson said, and in some cases are replacing only part of a roof instead of all of it. More of his customers are also financing repair costs.

    


In a statement Wednesday, Biden acknowledged that "prices are still too high." But he said his policies will reduce prescription drug prices and encourage home construction to help ease housing costs. He also called on food store chains to lower grocery prices for consumers.
Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, meanwhile, charged in a radio interview Wednesday that "it's a lot of inflation when added to the inflation that we've suffered that's been so bad." 
In a trend that has been frustrating for the inflation fighters at the Fed, apartment rental prices remained stubbornly high in April, climbing 0.4% from March. Average apartment rents are 5.4% higher than they were a year earlier. Rental and other housing costs accounted for two-thirds of the year-over-year increase in core prices. 
Rents soared during the pandemic as more Americans chose to live alone or sought more living space. Though rents for new leases are rising much more slowly, consistent with pre-pandemic patterns, the earlier increases are still elevating the government's price data. 
Powell, in remarks in Amsterdam on Tuesday, called rents "a bit of a puzzle" because measures of new apartment leases show new rents barely increasing. Such weaker data has apparently yet to flow into the government's measures, which cover all rents, including for tenants who renew their leases and are facing bigger increases. Powell said the government's measures should eventually show rent growth easing.
With 11 rate hikes from March 2022 to July 2023, the Fed's policymakers raised their key rate to a two-decade high of 5.3% in an effort to quell rising prices, which peaked at 9.1% in June 2022. 
___
Associated Press Writer Josh Boak contributed to this report. 
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Chinese coast guard shadows Filipino activists sailing toward disputed shoal

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The disputed shoal is in the South China Sea, where Beijing's coast guard and suspected militia ships have used powerful water cannons to ward off what they regard as intruders. Activists and volunteers belonging to a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito planned to float small territorial buoys and distribute food packs and fuel to Filipino fishermen near the shoal.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    7
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, fishing boats carrying activists and volunteers belonging to a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, pass by waters off Palauig Point, Zambales province, northwestern Philippines as they head towards Scarborough Shoal on Wednesday May 15, 2024. A flotilla of about 100 mostly small fishing boats led by Filipino activists sailed Wednesday to a disputed shoal in the South China Sea, where Beijing's coast guard and suspected militia ships have used powerful water cannons to ward off what they regard as intruders. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, belonging to a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, place symbolic bouys in the waters off Palauig Point, Zambales province, northwestern Philippines before heading towards Scarborough Shoal on Wednesday May 15, 2024. A flotilla of about 100 mostly small fishing boats led by Filipino activists sailed Wednesday to a disputed shoal in the South China Sea, where Beijing's coast guard and suspected militia ships have used powerful water cannons to ward off what they regard as intruders. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)]
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[image: FILE - This undated photo provided by Philippine Coast Guard on Sept. 26, 2023, a diver cutting rope tied to a floating barrier in the Scarborough Shoal, South China Sea. A flotilla of about 100 mostly small fishing boats led by Filipino activists sailed Wednesday, May 15, 2024 to a disputed shoal in the South China Sea, where Beijing's coast guard and suspected militia ships have used powerful water cannons to ward off what they regard as intruders.(Philippine Coast Guard via AP, File)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, activists and volunteers on fishing boats prepare for their journey at Masinloc, Zambales province, northwestern Philippines on Wednesday May 15, 2024. A flotilla of about 100 mostly small fishing boats led by Filipino activists sailed Wednesday to a disputed shoal in the South China Sea, where Beijing's coast guard and suspected militia ships have used powerful water cannons to ward off what they regard as intruders. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)]
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- Chinese coast guard ships shadowed a group of Filipino activists and fishermen sailing on wooden boats toward a disputed shoal in the South China Sea which Beijing has fiercely guarded from what it regards as intruders.
The Philippine coast guard deployed three patrol ships and a light plane to keep watch from a distance on the group of about 100 people who set off from western Zambales province to assert Manila's sovereignty over Scarborough Shoal and surrounding waters. Dozens of journalists joined the three-day voyage. 
The navy also dispatched a ship to help keep an eye on the participants.
The four wooden boats carrying the Filipinos were still far from the shoal when at least two Chinese coast guard ships began shadowing them at nightfall, said Emman Hizon, one of the organizers, adding that the participants remained in high spirits and would not turn back.





    


Some chanted "Atin Ito" -- the name of the group, which means "This is ours" in Tagalog -- repeatedly after they spotted the Chinese coast guard ships.
"Atin Ito contingent will continue with its course," Hizon said.
"Our boats are exercising evasive maneuvers while the Philippine coast guard continues to maintain its close distance to the convoy to thwart any further attempt from Chinese coast guard vessels," Hizon said
The convoy was expected to reach the area of the shoal Thursday morning, the organizers said, adding they would seek to avoid confrontations but were ready for any contingencies. The group plans to lay down symbolic territorial buoys and provide food packs and fuel to Filipino fishermen in the high seas near the shoal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our mission is peaceful, based on international law and aimed at asserting our sovereign rights," said Rafaela David, a lead organizer. "We will sail with determination, not provocation, to civilianize the region and safeguard our territorial integrity."

    


In December, the group mounted an expedition to another disputed shoal but cut the trip short after being tailed by a Chinese ship.
China effectively seized Scarborough Shoal, a triangle-shaped atoll with a vast fishing lagoon ringed by mostly submerged coral outcrops, by surrounding it with its coast guard ships after a tense 2012 standoff with Philippine government ships.
Angered by China's action, the Philippine government brought the territorial disputes to international arbitration in 2013 and largely won, with a tribunal in The Hague ruling three years later that China's expansive claims based on historical grounds in the busy seaway were invalid under the 1982 U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea.
The ruling declared Scarborough Shoal a traditional fishing area for Chinese, Filipino and Vietnamese fishermen. In the past, fishermen have anchored in the shoal to avoid large waves in the high seas in stormy weather.
China refused to participate in the arbitration, rejected the outcome and continues to defy it.
Two weeks ago, Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships used water cannons on Philippine coast guard and fisheries ships patrolling Scarborough Shoal, damaging both vessels.

    


The Philippines condemned the Chinese coast guard's action on the shoal, which lies in the Southeast Asian nation's internationally recognized exclusive economic zone. The Chinese coast guard said it took a "necessary measure" after the Philippine ships "violated China's sovereignty."
Asked about the Atin Ito convoy on Wednesday, a Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson said, "If the Philippine side abuses China's goodwill and infringes on China's territorial sovereignty and jurisdiction, China will safeguard its rights and take countermeasures in accordance with the law, and the responsibilities and consequences incurred will be borne entirely by the Philippine side."
In addition to the Philippines and China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan have also been involved in the territorial disputes.
Chinese coast guard ships have also ventured into waters close to Vietnam, Malaysia and Indonesia in the past, sparking tensions and protests, but the Southeast Asian nations with considerable economic ties with China have not been as aggressively critical of Beijing's increasingly assertive actions.

    


The Philippines has released videos of its territorial faceoffs with China and invited journalists to witness the hostilities in the high seas in a strategy to gain international support, sparking a war of words with Beijing.
The increasing frequency of the skirmishes between the Philippines and China has led to minor collisions, injured Filipino navy personnel and damaged supply boats in recent months. It has sparked fears the territorial disputes could degenerate into an armed conflict between China and the United States, a longtime treaty ally of the Philippines.
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-china-sea-scarborough-shoal-philippines-991e0ecee638f917e30b4947ee8c91ca



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    70 years ago of school integration after Brown v Board | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



70 years ago, school integration was a dream many believed could actually happen. It hasn't

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Justice Department and the Education Department hosted an event commemorating the 70th Anniversary of the landmark Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education.
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    [image: FILE - Children smile from window of a school bus in Springfield, Mass., as court-ordered busing brought Black children and white children together in elementary grades without incident, Sept. 16, 1974. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/Peter Bregg, File)]
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[image: FILE - Third-grade students do school work during class at Hanby Elementary School, Feb. 15, 2011, in Mesquite, Texas. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)]
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[image: FILE - Mothers carrying protest signs accompany their children to Graymont Elementary School in Birmingham, Ala., which was opened on an integrated basis, Sept. 4, 1963. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Students from Charlotte High School in Charlotte, N.C., ride a bus together, May 15, 1972. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/Harold L. Valentine, File)]
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[image: FILE - Faced with a human barricade of Jackson, Miss., police, demonstrators run from scene, May 31, 1963. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/Jim Bourdier, File)]
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[image: FILE - Joseph Webb, center; Kristina Carr, right; and Kaelyn Korovich, left, read outside their classroom at Air Base Elementary School, June 4, 2009, in Homestead, Fla. The school was one of the first in Miami-Dade County to integrate Black students. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | FILE - Joseph Webb, center; Kristina Carr, right; and Kaelyn Korovich, left, read outside their classroom at Air Base Elementary School, June 4, 2009, in Homestead, Fla. The school was one of the first in Miami-Dade County to integrate Black students. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 12
FILE - Joseph Webb, center; Kristina Carr, right; and Kaelyn Korovich, left, read outside their classroom at Air Base Elementary School, June 4, 2009, in Homestead, Fla. The school was one of the first in Miami-Dade County to integrate Black students. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Fifth graders of the West Greene Elementary School in Snow Hill, N.C., study history in an integrated classroom with teacher Charlaron May, March 5, 1969. The school is the first in the eastern Carolina community to be fully integrated. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/Perry Aycock, File)]
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[image: FILE - The statue of Abraham Lincoln dwarfs seven Black students from Central High School in Little Rock, Ark., as one of the students, Terrance Roberts, places a wreath at the statue's base during a visit to the Lincoln Memorial, Aug. 26, 1958, in Washington. From left, Mrs. L.C. Daisy Bates, Jefferson Thomas, Melba Pattillo, Carlotta Walls, Elizabeth Eckford, Minniejean Brown, Gloria Ray, and Terrence Roberts. (AP Photo/William J. Smith)]
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[image: FILE - Joshua Beltran drinks his milk in the cafeteria area at Kingsley Elementary School, Jan. 13, 2015, in Los Angeles. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - White and Black children mix freely on the playground outside a school in a racially mixed neighborhood, Oct. 18, 1957, in Detroit. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/Alvan Quinn, File)]
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[image: FILE - Nancy Armstrong, a teacher at the Marshall Elementary School in Harrisburg, Penn., assists her students in the use of computers to aid them in their studies. Friday, May 17, 2024, marks 70 years since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, Brown v. Board of Education still stands. In reality, school integration is all but gone, the victim of a gradual series of court cases that slowly eroded it, leaving little behind. (AP Photo/Paul Vathis, File)]
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[image: Alex Cruz-Guzman, who in 2015 became a plaintiff in a lawsuit challenging segregation in Minneapolis and St. Paul public schools, poses on Tuesday, May 14, 2024 in Edina, Minn. (AP Photo/Andy Clayton-King)]
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Alex Cruz-Guzman, who in 2015 became a plaintiff in a lawsuit challenging segregation in Minneapolis and St. Paul public schools, poses on Tuesday, May 14, 2024 in Edina, Minn. (AP Photo/Andy Clayton-King)
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[image: Associated Press Education Writer, Annie Ma, Tuesday, Sept., 13, 2022, in Washington. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Seventy years ago this week, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled separating children in schools by race was unconstitutional. On paper, that decision -- the fabled Brown v. Board of Education, taught in most every American classroom -- still stands.
But for decades, American schools have been re-segregating. The country is more diverse than it ever has been, with students more exposed to classmates from different backgrounds. Still, around 4 out of 10 Black and Hispanic students attend schools where almost every one of their classmates is another student of color. 
The intense segregation by race is linked to socioeconomic conditions: Schools where students of color compose more than 90% of the student body are five times more likely to be located in low-income areas. That in turn has resounding academic consequences: Students who attend high-poverty schools, regardless of their family's finances, have worse educational outcomes.

    


Efforts to slow or reverse the increasing separation of American schools have stalled. Court cases slowly have chipped away at the dream outlined in the case of Brown v. Board, leaving fewer and fewer tools in the hands of districts to integrate schools by the early 2000s. 




The arc of the moral universe, in this case, does not seem to be bending toward justice. 
"School integration exists as little more than an idea in America right now, a little more than a memory," said Derek Black, a law professor at the University of Southern California. "It's actually an idea that a pretty good majority of Americans think is a good idea. But that's all." 
MORE THAN JUST DIVERSE SCHOOLS

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The dream of Brown was never as simple as diversity. It was about equality, and the opportunity that came with it. 
From the beginning, funding and integration have been inseparable. 
"Whiter schools and districts have more resources, and that is wrong," said Ary Amerikaner, a former Obama administration official and the founder of Brown's Promise. "But it is a reality. And that undermines opportunity for students of color, and it undermines our future democracy." 

    


We remember Brown v. Board as the end of segregated schools in the United States. But stating values does not, alone, change reality. Though the case was decided in 1954, it was followed by more than a decade of delay and avoidance before school districts began to meaningfully allow Black students to enter white schools. 
It took further court rulings, monitoring and enforcement to bring a short-lived era of integration to hundreds of school districts. For the students who took part in those desegregation programs, their life trajectory changed -- the more years spent in integrated schools, the better Black children fared on measures like educational attainment, graduation rates, health, and earning potential, with no adverse effects on white children. 
For a brief period, it seemed the country recognized the deeper remedies required. "All things being equal, with no history of discrimination, it might well be desirable to assign pupils to schools nearest their homes," Chief Justice Warren Burger wrote in Swann v. Mecklenburg, a 1971 decision that upheld the use of busing to integrate schools in North Carolina. "But all things are not equal in a system that has been deliberately constructed and maintained to enforce racial segregation." 

    


But not long after, another series of court decisions would unwind those outcomes. Fifty years ago, in Milliken v. Bradley, the court struck down a plan for integrating Detroit public schools across school district lines. The ruling undermined desegregation efforts in the north and Midwest, where small districts allowed white families to escape integration.
Other decisions followed. In Freeman v. Pitts, the court ruled resegregation from private choice and demographic shifts could not be monitored by the court. More than 200 districts were released from court-monitored desegregation plans. By 2007, when the court ruled in Parents Involved v. Seattle Public Schools, even voluntary integration plans could no longer consider assigning students on the basis of race.

    


"If you have the tools taken away from you ... by the Supreme Court, then you really don't have a whole lot of tools," said Stephan Blanford, a former Seattle Public Schools board member. 
ONE DISTRICT AS A MICROCOSM
The arc of history is clear in the city where the landmark Swann busing case originated. 
At its peak, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools was considered such a success at integrating classrooms and closing the gap between Black and white students that educators around the country came to tour the district. Today, more than 20 years after a court ruling overturned busing students on the basis of race, CMS is the most segregated district in North Carolina. 
While there are no laws that keep kids siloed by race and income, in so many schools that is the reality. 

    


Charlotte's sprawling, complex busing plan brought Black and white students into the same schools -- and by extension, made white children's resources available to Black students for the first time. The district's integration program ended when white families sued after their children did not get their top choice of school placement in a lottery that considered race. 
Instead, the district created a school assignment process that said diversity "will be based on the family's decisions." It left the families of Mecklenburg County, some of whom have always had better choices than others, on their own. In the first year of the district's choice program, Black families were more likely to try to use the choice plan to pick an alternative school. They were also more likely to get none of the magnet schools they wanted.
In the decades that followed, the district re-segregated. Years of busing had unwound the segregated makeup of the schools, but the underlying disparities and residential segregation had been left untouched. 
Charlotte is a place where the divide between affluence and poverty, and the clear racial lines that mirror it, are so stark that people who live there refer to the city in two parts -- the well-off "wedge" and the poorer "crescent." How could anything other than an explicit consideration of those conditions ever hope to ameliorate them?
Solutions to segregated schools exist in this context, often relying on individual families to make choices that are limited by their circumstances. Magnet schools and inter-district transfers -- two common policies that may create great individual opportunities -- are limited and will always leave some students behind.
Wherever you look, families are divided in how they view integration. For white and affluent families, it can exist as a noble idea, one filled with self-reflection. But for families of color or poor families -- those with less of a safety net -- the point of integration often is to place their children somewhere better.
Efforts to integrate schools can take two paths, Stefan Lallinger, executive director of Next100, a public policy think tank, says. They either fight around the margins, creating slightly less segregated spaces, or they address the problem head on, which in many parts of the country would mean tackling boundaries deliberately drawn to separate rich from poor. 
HOW TO MOVE FORWARD IN A SYSTEM THAT RESISTS? 
Amerikaner and Saba Bireda founded Brown's Promise on the idea of bridging the divide between funding and integration, leveraging state courts to obtain the tools the Supreme Court has taken away from districts. 
Their strategy has some precedence. In Connecticut, a 1989 lawsuit in state court resulted in the creation of an inter-district transfer program, which allows students in Hartford to transfer into suburban schools and magnet programs, breaking up concentrations of poverty and racially isolated schools. 
"This country had to be moved to integration," Bireda said. "And unfortunately, 70 years later, we feel like we still need litigation. We need the push of the courts." 
More recent lawsuits have taken place in New Jersey and in Minnesota. In 2015, Alex Cruz-Guzman became a plaintiff in a lawsuit challenging segregation in Minneapolis and St. Paul public schools. Cruz-Guzman immigrated to the United States from Mexico as a teenager. As a parent, he noticed his children's schools consisted almost entirely of other Latino students. When he tried to place them in more integrated schools, the family faced long waitlists.
The case wound its way through court for nearly a decade, almost reaching a settlement in the legislature before that bill failed to pass. 
Cruz-Guzman recalls people asking why he would join a case that likely would not resolve in time to benefit his own children, who struggled with learning English for a time in predominantly Latino schools. To him, the arc of the case is about the kids whose lives could change in the future. 
"It's not only my kids. My grandkids will benefit from it," he says. "People for generations will benefit." 
How far those legal cases can reach remains to be seen. Actual solutions are imperfect. But integration is something this country has tried before, and while it lasted, by many measures, it worked. 
Anniversaries are moments to stop and contemplate. Seventy years after Brown, the work towards achieving its vision remains unfinished. Where there are no perfect, easy answers, what other choice is there besides trying imperfect pathways that bring about an increasingly diverse country somewhere closer to the promise of Brown?
"What's the alternative?" Bireda said. "We are headed towards a country that is going to be majority people of color. ... We can be a strong multiracial democracy, but we cannot be that if we continue to allow most children in the United States not to go to school with children who are from different backgrounds."
___
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: Beth Stroud sheds a tear pondering what reinstatement would mean 20 years after she was defrocked from her job as a United Methodist pastor in Philadelphia, Sunday, May 12, 2024, at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. Delegates at a United Methodist conference recently struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Beth Stroud, center, attends a service at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Stroud was defrocked from her job as a United Methodist pastor in Philadelphia 20 years ago. In a church trial, she was found guilty of violating Christian teaching because she acknowledged living in a committed relationship with another woman. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: A cross and open Bible are seen at the altar at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. on Monday, May 13, 2024. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Beth Stroud stands for a portrait outside Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J., on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Stroud was defrocked from her job as a United Methodist pastor in Philadelphia 20 years ago. In a church trial, she was found guilty of violating Christian teaching because she acknowledged living in a committed relationship with another woman. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Beth Stroud and the Rev. Rupert Hall, pastor of Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J., embrace before a service on Sunday, May 12, 2024. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 12 | Beth Stroud and the Rev. Rupert Hall, pastor of Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J., embrace before a service on Sunday, May 12, 2024. "You guys may not realize this, but for the last 15 or so years, we have been blessed to have -- as a loving, supportive, active member of Turning Point -- a rock star," Hall said during the service. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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[image: A stained-glass window depicts Jesus at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. on Monday, May 13, 2024. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Misty Lammons, a member of Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J., hugs Beth Stroud during a service on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Stroud was defrocked from her job as a United Methodist pastor in Philadelphia twenty years ago. In a church trial, she was found guilty of violating Christian teaching because she acknowledged living in a committed relationship with another woman. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for Stroud and other clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Beth Stroud reacts to applause from the congregation at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Pastor Rupert Hall said, ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 12 | Beth Stroud reacts to applause from the congregation at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Pastor Rupert Hall said, "The United Methodist Church stripped Beth of her credentials to be a pastor, and her name is known throughout the world as a martyr for those of God's children who call themselves and who are identified in the LGBTQ community." There were cheers when Hall said Stroud now had a chance for reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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[image: The Turning Point United Methodist Church is seen in Trenton, N.J., on Monday, May 13, 2024. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Beth Stroud stands for a portrait outside Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J., on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Stroud was defrocked from her job as a United Methodist pastor in Philadelphia 20 years ago. In a church trial, she was found guilty of violating Christian teaching because she acknowledged living in a committed relationship with another woman. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: FILE - The Rev. Jimmy Creech of Omaha, Neb., wipes a tear away at a news conference Thursday March 12, 1998 at the First United Methodist church in Kearney, Neb. Creech, 53, pleaded innocent to charges that he held an unsanctioned liturgy and disobeyed United Methodist Church rules by conducting a lesbian unity ceremony in his church in Omaha in September 1997. Jurors at a church court removed his clergy credentials in 1999. (Brad Norton/Kearney Hub via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Rev. Amy DeLong, left, speaks to the media at Peace United Methodist Church in Kaukauna, Wis. Thursday, June 23, 2011 during jury deliberations in her church trial for conducting a same-sex union. She was suspended from ministry for 20 days. In 2019, she watched the bans upheld once more. By 2021, she was done. After nearly a quarter of a century as a UMC minister, DeLong took early retirement. (Sharon Cekada/The Post-Crescent via AP, File)]
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[image: Beth Stroud, center, attends a service at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Stroud was defrocked from her job as a United Methodist pastor in Philadelphia 20 years ago. In a church trial, she was found guilty of violating Christian teaching because she acknowledged living in a committed relationship with another woman. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: A cross and open Bible are seen at the altar at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. on Monday, May 13, 2024. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Beth Stroud stands for a portrait outside Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J., on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Stroud was defrocked from her job as a United Methodist pastor in Philadelphia 20 years ago. In a church trial, she was found guilty of violating Christian teaching because she acknowledged living in a committed relationship with another woman. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Beth Stroud and the Rev. Rupert Hall, pastor of Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J., embrace before a service on Sunday, May 12, 2024. ]
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[image: A stained-glass window depicts Jesus at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. on Monday, May 13, 2024. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Misty Lammons, a member of Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J., hugs Beth Stroud during a service on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Stroud was defrocked from her job as a United Methodist pastor in Philadelphia twenty years ago. In a church trial, she was found guilty of violating Christian teaching because she acknowledged living in a committed relationship with another woman. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for Stroud and other clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: Beth Stroud reacts to applause from the congregation at Turning Point United Methodist Church in Trenton, N.J. on Sunday, May 12, 2024. Pastor Rupert Hall said, ]
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[image: The Turning Point United Methodist Church is seen in Trenton, N.J., on Monday, May 13, 2024. Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist conference struck down longstanding anti-LGBTQ bans and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)]
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[image: FILE - The Rev. Jimmy Creech of Omaha, Neb., wipes a tear away at a news conference Thursday March 12, 1998 at the First United Methodist church in Kearney, Neb. Creech, 53, pleaded innocent to charges that he held an unsanctioned liturgy and disobeyed United Methodist Church rules by conducting a lesbian unity ceremony in his church in Omaha in September 1997. Jurors at a church court removed his clergy credentials in 1999. (Brad Norton/Kearney Hub via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Rev. Amy DeLong, left, speaks to the media at Peace United Methodist Church in Kaukauna, Wis. Thursday, June 23, 2011 during jury deliberations in her church trial for conducting a same-sex union. She was suspended from ministry for 20 days. In 2019, she watched the bans upheld once more. By 2021, she was done. After nearly a quarter of a century as a UMC minister, DeLong took early retirement. (Sharon Cekada/The Post-Crescent via AP, File)]
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                                        Twenty years ago, Beth Stroud was defrocked from her beloved job as a United Methodist pastor in Philadelphia. In a church trial, she was found guilty of violating "Christian teaching" because she had acknowledged living in a committed relationship with another woman.
Earlier this month, delegates at a United Methodist Church conference struck down the UMC's longstanding anti-LGBTQ policies and created a path for clergy ousted because of them to seek reinstatement.
Stroud -- even while recalling how her 2004 ouster disrupted her life -- is taking that path, though some other past targets of UMC discipline are choosing otherwise. Stroud is optimistic that United Methodist clergy from eastern Pennsylvania will restore her pastoral credentials at a meeting next week.
Ahead of a church service last Sunday, Stroud pondered what reinstatement would mean, and shed a tear. "It's about how compelling that call is -- that after 20 years, I still want to come back," she said.

    


At 54, she doesn't plan a return to full-time ministry -- at least not immediately. Now completing a three-year stint teaching writing at Princeton University, she is excited to be starting a new job this summer as assistant professor of Christian history at the Methodist Theological School in Ohio -- one of 13 seminaries run by the UMC.




Yet even with the new teaching job, Stroud wanted to regain the options available to an ordained minister as she looks for a congregation to join near the Delaware, Ohio, campus.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think a church will be able to use me in some way where my credentials are important -- like being asked to celebrate Communion on a day when the regular pastor is out of town," she said. "Those would be really meaningful opportunities."
When Stroud finally made her decision, she knew it was the right one. 
"It felt really good to write that email, to request reinstatement," she said. "I want to continue to be a part of the church and its work in the world."

    


But the decision did not come easily as she followed the UMC's deliberations on the anti-LGBTQ policies.
"The first thing I felt was just anger -- thinking about the life I could have had," she said. "I loved being a pastor. I was good at it. With 20 more years of experience, I could have been very good -- helped a lot of people and been very fulfilled."
Instead of pastoring, she spent several years in graduate schools, while earning modest income in temporary, non-tenured academic jobs. There were challenges, including a bout with cancer and divorce from her wife, although they proceeded to co-parent their daughter, who was born in 2005.
Had she not been defrocked, Stroud said, "My whole life would have been different."
The process that led to Stroud's ouster began in April 2003, when she told her congregation, the First United Methodist Church of Germantown, about her same-sex relationship. The church -- where Stroud had been a pastor for four years -- set up a legal fund to assist with her defense and hired her as a lay minister after she was defrocked.

    


When she later moved to New Jersey, she sought a new church to join, and settled on Turning Point United Methodist Church, a predominantly Black congregation in Trenton. 
On Sunday, as Stroud sat in the pews, she got a shout-out from Turning Point's pastor, Rupert Hall.
"You guys may not realize this, but for the last 15 or so years, we have been blessed to have -- as a loving, supportive, active member of Turning Point -- a rock star," Hall said.
"The United Methodist Church stripped Beth of her credentials to be a pastor, and her name is known throughout the world as a martyr for those of God's children who call themselves and who are identified in the LGBTQ community."
There were cheers when Hall said Stroud now had a chance for reinstatement.
The UMC says it has no overall figures of how many clergy were defrocked for defying anti-LGBTQ bans or how many reinstatements might occur. 
It's an option that won't be exercised by Jimmy Creech, who like Stroud was ousted from the UMC decades ago. Jurors at a church court removed his clergy credentials in 1999 after he presided over a same-sex union ceremony in North Carolina.

    


Creech is grateful that the General Conference, near the close of its recent proceedings in Charlotte, North Carolina, passed legislation allowing reinstatement of pastors defrocked in cases like his.
"This is an act of reconciliation and restorative justice, a move to heal the broken community of the Church," said Creech, who earlier doubted such a move would ever happen.
However, Creech, 79, said he won't seek reinstatement.
"Simply knowing the Church now provides for it is satisfaction enough for me," he said via email. "Because I am not nor cannot be in pastoral ministry at this time in my life, I do not think reinstating my ordination is appropriate."

    


Creech was ordained in 1970 and served various parishes in his native North Carolina. 
In 1984, the UMC General Conference approved a law forbidding "self-avowed practicing homosexuals" from being in ministry. Creech said that action prompted a member of his church to tearfully confide that he was gay and had decided to leave the UMC.
Creech began doing biblical studies about sexuality, concluded "the church was wrong" and became an activist on LGBTQ issues in North Carolina. He briefly became a pastor in Nebraska, and soon was put on church trial for presiding over a union ceremony in 1997 for two women. He was acquitted but, after returning to North Carolina, presided over a ceremony for two men. That led to his 1999 defrocking.
Creech said he remained in ministry thereafter, often serving as guest preacher in churches around the country.
"I realized I'm still the same person. I'm still a pastor. The church never took that away from me. What it did was take a title from me."
Amy DeLong, a lesbian pastor from Wisconsin, fought for LGBTQ inclusion in the UMC for years. She formed an advocacy organization, protested the bans at General Conferences, conducted a same-sex union -- and in 2011 underwent a church trial for it. She was suspended from ministry for 20 days and still kept fighting.
In 2019, she watched the bans upheld once more by that year's UMC General Conference. By 2021, she was done. After nearly a quarter of a century as a UMC minister, DeLong took early retirement.
"I couldn't stomach the hypocrisy anymore," said DeLong, who no longer considers herself a Methodist. "The harm they were doing, in my opinion, outweighed whatever good they were doing. They lost the right to shape me and to have any authority over me anymore."
DeLong welcomes the lifting of the UMC's bans but says LGBTQ pastors in the church still face inequality. 
"It's good that language is gone. ... It needed to never be a part of who we were," she said. "But gosh, just all of the senseless brutality weighs so heavily on me."
The UMC was the last of major mainline Protestant groups to repeal policies that excluded LGBTQ people from marriage and ministry. Religious LGBTQ people were part of the fight for change across denominations, as illustrated by the Shower of Stoles, an exhibit in the care of the National LGBTQ Task Force featuring liturgical vestments of activist clergy and members from the UMC, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and other churches.
"You can never underestimate the challenges that queer people have faced in faith communities," said Cathy Renna, spokesperson for the task force. "And on the flip side of that, the courage of those who stood up and said, 'No, these are my values. This is my faith.'"
___
AP reporter Luis Andres Henao contributed from Trenton, N.J.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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India's parliament has fewer Muslims as strength of Modi's party grows

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The political power of India's 200 million Muslims is declining in the world's largest democracy. Tensions between Hindus and Muslims in India are not new, but they have gotten worse under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, whose ruling Bharatiya Janata Party touts a Hindu-nationalist ideology. (AP Video/Rishi Lekhi, Shonal Ganguly, Rajesh Kumar Singh, Mahesh Kumar)
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    [image: Muslims offer prayers at a mosque in New Delhi, India, Thursday, April 11, 2024. In the mid-1980s, Muslims accounted for 11% of India's population, and had 9% of seats in Parliament; today they are 14% of the population and control about 4.6% of Parliament. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: Muslims offer prayers at a mosque in New Delhi, India, Thursday, April 11, 2024. Some two hundred million Muslims make up the predominantly Hindu country's largest minority group. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: M. Abdul Salam, second right, the only Muslim candidate from the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party campaigns in Malappuram, in the southern Indian state of Kerala, on April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: A Muslim woman displays the indelible ink mark on her index finger after casting her vote on the outskirts of Samastipur, in the eastern Indian state of Bihar, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: A Muslim passerby stops to listen to the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party's only Muslim candidate during an election campaigns in Malappuram, in Indian southern state of Kerala, on April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: FILE- Muslim students leave Mahatma Gandhi Memorial college after they were denied entry into the campus for wearing the burqa in Udupi, Karnataka state, India, on Feb. 24, 2022. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi, File)]
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[image: Muslims check for their names in voters' list as they arrive to vote in Nahal village, Uttar Pradesh state, India, on April 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)]
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Muslims check for their names in voters' list as they arrive to vote in Nahal village, Uttar Pradesh state, India, on April 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
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[image: Supporters of M. Abdul Salam, the only Muslim candidate from India's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, eat breakfast before resuming campaigning in Malappuram, in Indian southern state of Kerala, on April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: FILE- A Muslim rests in his house after breaking Ramadan fast in Ayodhya, India, on March 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)]
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[image: FILE - A group of Muslims huddle together in the back of a mini truck after violent clashes in the locality in New Delhi, India, on Feb. 26, 2020. Tensions between Hindus and Muslims in India are not new, but they have gotten worse under Prime Minister Narendra Modi. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)]
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                                        MALAPPURAM, India (AP) -- Preventing Muslim migrants from gaining citizenship. Revoking the semi-autonomy of the country's only Muslim-majority region. Building a Hindu temple where a violent mob razed a mosque. 
These were political triumphs for Prime Minister Narendra Modi over the past decade, burnishing his reputation as a leader who prioritizes the interests of India's Hindu majority. For India's 200 million Muslims, they highlight their waning political power in the world's largest democracy.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Tensions between Hindus and Muslims in India are not new, but they have gotten worse under Modi, whose ruling Bharatiya Janata Party touts a Hindu-nationalist ideology. And with Modi seemingly on the cusp of a third five-year term, the outlook for Muslim politicians -- and citizens -- is bleak. This year's vote will be decided in June. 
It's not just that Modi has ramped up anti-Muslim rhetoric in campaign speeches. Ever since the BJP began its rise as a political force in the mid-1980s, the proportion of Muslim lawmakers in parliament and state legislatures has shrunk.

    


Muslim representation has fallen in the ruling BJP, and in opposition parties, too. 
When Modi assumed power in 2014, the outgoing parliament had 30 Muslim lawmakers -- and just one was a member of the BJP. Muslims now hold 25 out of 543 seats, and none belong to the BJP.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

India has gone from being a country where Muslims were largely marginalized to one where they are "actively excluded," said Ali Khan Mahmudabad, a political scientist and historian at New Delhi's Ashoka University.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Without representation, you are unable to ask the state for resources and articulate the kind of needs the community has in order to progress, whether its education, jobs, health or basic infrastructure," Mahmudabad said.
In the mid-1980s, Muslims accounted for 11% of India's population, and had 9% of seats in parliament; today they are 14% of the population and have less than 5% of seats in parliament.

    


Nine out of 10 members in parliament are Hindus, who make up 80 percent of India's population of 1.4 billion. 
The political representation of Muslims at the state level is only slightly better. India has more than 4,000 lawmakers in state legislatures across 28 states and Muslim lawmakers hold roughly 6% of these seats.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

A government report in 2006 found Muslims lagged Hindus, Christians and people from India's lower castes in literacy, income and access to education. They have made some gains since then but are still at a significant disadvantage, according to multiple independent studies.
Under Modi's decade in power, the BJP has enacted or proposed various laws that Muslim leaders consider discriminatory.
-- Some states ruled by the BJP passed laws restricting interfaith marriage as a way to address what they claim is the threat posed by Hindu women marrying Muslim men and then converting.
-- One state formerly ruled by the BJP banned girls from wearing hijabs in school. (The law was reversed after the BJP lost political control.)

    


-- The BJP is advocating a common legal code that would affect some religious practices, by changing some laws in India's constitution that deal with matters ranging from marriage to divorce and inheritance.




Violence against Muslims is commonplace, and Modi has said little to deter it. Muslims have been lynched by Hindu mobs over allegations of eating beef or smuggling cows, an animal considered holy to Hindus. Their homes and businesses have been bulldozed, and their places of worship set on fire.
At recent campaign rallies, Modi has said Muslims are "infiltrators" and that they "have too many children." Without evidence, he has accused the BJP's main rival, the Congress party, of planning to redistribute the wealth of Hindus to Muslims.
Many Muslims believe Modi is stoking divisions as a campaign strategy.
"They're keeping the Hindu-Muslim issue hot... so they remain enemies," said Mehmood Bhai Khatri, a 64-year-old Muslim voter from Modi's home state of Gujarat, a BJP stronghold. 
"But who will speak up? If they do, they may be picked up (by police) or a bulldozer will be sent to their homes," said Khatri. "So out of fear, nobody speaks up." 

    


Not one of India's 28 states has a Muslim as chief minister; the BJP and its allies have chief ministers in 19 states. 
In Uttar Pradesh, the country's most populous state and where roughly 16% of residents are Muslim, just 7% of state lawmakers are Muslim. 
As the BJP becomes ever more powerful, India's opposition parties have become increasingly reluctant to nominate Muslim candidates for fear of alienating Hindu voters, experts say. 
While Hindus overwhelmingly rally around the BJP, Muslims have struggled to form a cohesive political agenda, in part because of how diverse their community is across sects, ethnicity, language, customs, and culture. 

    


"There is no way to unite this very heterogeneous group of people, without making Islam the common denominator," said Mahmudabad, the political scientist.
But when political parties don't field enough Muslims, issues important to them -- from minority rights to hate speech -- hardly ever get debated in the parliament, said Muhammad Saad, a cab driver in New Delhi who is Muslim.
"If there are no Muslims in the parliament, who will raise the voice for us?" Saad questioned.
Analysts say the BJP has made some outreach efforts to Muslims, such as seeking their help as volunteers and at the polls. But the party fielded just 13 Muslim candidates combined in the 2014 and 2019 elections, and none were elected.
The BJP denies discriminating against Muslim people.
The party "permits accommodation of all kinds of people, not just the Hindus," said M Abdul Salam, the only Muslim out of some 430 BJP candidates running for parliament this year. If he wins, he will become the first Muslim member of the BJP since 2014 in India's lower house of the parliament.
Salam, who is from the Muslim-majority southern city of Malappuram, said Muslim politicians from other parties could gain power by joining the BJP's alliance in parliament. 
But Muslims from other parties are struggling simply to stay in office.
S T Hasan, a Muslim member of parliament from the northern state of Uttar Pradesh, was not chosen by the Samajwadi Party to seek reelection. He was replaced by a Hindu politician, a decision he believes was made to appeal to Hindu voters, who are the majority in the region he represents.
Hasan said political parties, especially those that consider themselves secular, need to make more room for minority candidates. 
"Fair representation of every community is good for a democracy," he said. "But what we are seeing is that one community is being gradually pushed to the corner." 
___
Pathi reported from New Delhi and Ahmedabad. 
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-general-elections-muslims-modi-c01281195f71a4c8b4bd53146695a0e5
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Miniature poodle named Sage wins Westminster Kennel Club dog show

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Monty, a giant schnauzer, takes part in the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


    

    
        
            
                    Sage, a miniature poodle, poses for photos after winning best in show at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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    [image: Sage, a miniature poodle, competes with handler Kaz Hosaka in the best in show competition during the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Sage, a miniature poodle, poses for photos with handler Kaz Hosaka after winning best in show during the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Monty, a giant schnauzer, is walked during the working group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Frankie, a colored bull terrier, jumps after winning the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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Frankie, a colored bull terrier, jumps after winning the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Micah, a black cocker spaniel, is walked during the sporting group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Comet, a Shih Tzu, competes in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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Comet, a Shih Tzu, competes in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Handler Alicia Jones runs with Afghan Hound Louis during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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Handler Alicia Jones runs with Afghan Hound Louis during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A security worker wraps up a protester during the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 35 | A security worker wraps up a protester during the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A security worker wraps up a protester during the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Sage, a miniature poodle, competes with handler Kaz Hosaka for best in show during the 148th Westminster Kennel Club gog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 35 | Sage, a miniature poodle, competes with handler Kaz Hosaka for best in show during the 148th Westminster Kennel Club gog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Sage, a miniature poodle, competes with handler Kaz Hosaka for best in show during the 148th Westminster Kennel Club gog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: An English springer spaniel is walked during the sporting group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 35 | An English springer spaniel is walked during the sporting group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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An English springer spaniel is walked during the sporting group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Boo, an Irish setter, is walked during the sporting group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 35 | Boo, an Irish setter, is walked during the sporting group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Boo, an Irish setter, is walked during the sporting group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Sage, a miniature poodle, poses for photos after winning best in show at 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 35 | Sage, a miniature poodle, poses for photos after winning best in show at 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Sage, a miniature poodle, poses for photos after winning best in show at 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A golden retriever and its handler wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 35 | A golden retriever and its handler wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A golden retriever and its handler wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A handler brushes her dog during the junior showmanship competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 35 | A handler brushes her dog during the junior showmanship competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A handler brushes her dog during the junior showmanship competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Monty, a giant schnauzer, is walked during the working group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 35 | Monty, a giant schnauzer, is walked during the working group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Monty, a giant schnauzer, is walked during the working group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A Great Dane waits for breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 35 | A Great Dane waits for breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A Great Dane waits for breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Dogs and handlers wait for breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 35 | Dogs and handlers wait for breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Dogs and handlers wait for breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Golden retrievers and their handlers wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 35 | Golden retrievers and their handlers wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Golden retrievers and their handlers wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A great Dane waits for breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 35 | A great Dane waits for breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A great Dane waits for breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A dog watches breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 35 | A dog watches breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A dog watches breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A golden retriever and its handler wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 35 | A golden retriever and its handler wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A golden retriever and its handler wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A golden retriever handler holds a brush during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 35 | A golden retriever handler holds a brush during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A golden retriever handler holds a brush during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A golden retriever handler wears a pendant during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 35 | A golden retriever handler wears a pendant during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                    24 of 35
A golden retriever handler wears a pendant during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A handler runs with a dog during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 35 | A handler runs with a dog during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A handler runs with a dog during breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A handler holds a dog at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 35 | A handler holds a dog at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A handler holds a dog at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A dog watches breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            27 of 35 | A dog watches breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A dog watches breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dalmatians wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            28 of 35 | Dalmatians wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Dalmatians wait to compete in breed group judging at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Monday, May 13, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Frankie, a colored bull terrier, walks after winning the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            29 of 35 | Frankie, a colored bull terrier, walks after winning the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Frankie, a colored bull terrier, walks after winning the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Security tackles a protester during the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            30 of 35 | Security tackles a protester during the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Security tackles a protester during the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog show, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mercedes, a German shepherd, takes part in the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            31 of 35 | Mercedes, a German shepherd, takes part in the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Mercedes, a German shepherd, takes part in the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Monty, a giant schnauzer, takes part in the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            32 of 35 | Monty, a giant schnauzer, takes part in the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Monty, a giant schnauzer, takes part in the best in show competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A dog licks its handler during the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            33 of 35 | A dog licks its handler during the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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A dog licks its handler during the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Dogs and their handlers line up before the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            34 of 35 | Dogs and their handlers line up before the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Dogs and their handlers line up before the terrier group competition at the 148th Westminster Kennel Club dog show Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For a last hurrah, it was a Sage decision.
A miniature poodle named Sage won the top prize Tuesday night at the Westminster Kennel Club dog show, in what veteran handler Kaz Hosaka said would be his final time at the United States' most prestigious canine event. After 45 years of competing and two best in show dogs, he plans to retire.
Sage notched the 11th triumph for poodles of various sizes at Westminster; only wire fox terriers have won more. The last miniature poodle to take the trophy was Spice, with Hosaka, in 2002.
"No words," he said in the ring to describe his reaction to Sage's win before supplying a few: "So happy -- exciting."
Striding briskly and proudly around the ring, the inky-black poodle "gave a great performance for me," Hosaka added. 
Sage bested six other finalists to take best in show. Second went to Mercedes, a German shepherd whose handler, Kent Boyles, also has shepherded a best in show winner before.

    


Others in the final round included Comet, a shih tzu who won the big American Kennel Club National Championship last year; Monty, a giant schnauzer who arrived at Westminster as the nation's top-ranked dog and was a Westminster finalist last year; Louis, an Afghan hound; Micah, a black cocker spaniel; and Frankie, a colored bull terrier.




While Sage was going around the ring, a protester carrying a sign urging people to "boycott breeders" tried to climb in and was quickly intercepted by security personnel. Police and the animal rights group PETA said three demonstrators were arrested. Charges have not yet been decided. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In an event where all competitors are champions in dog showing's point system, winning can depend on subtleties and a standout turn at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, home of the U.S. Open tennis tournament. 
The final lineup was "excellent, glorious," best in show judge Rosalind Kramer said. 

    


To Monty's handler and co-owner, Katie Bernardin, "just to be in the ring with everyone else is an honor." 
"We all love our dogs. We're trying our best," she said in the ring after Monty's semifinal win. "A stallion" of a dog, he's solid, powerful and "very spirited," said Bernardin of Chaplin, Connecticut. 
So spirited that while Bernardin was pregnant, she did obedience and other dog sports with Monty because he needed the stimulation.
Dogs first compete against others of their breed. Then the winner of each breed goes up against others in its "group." The seven group winners meet in the final round.
The best in show winner gets a trophy and a place in dog-world history, but no cash prize. 
Besides the winners, there were other dogs that were hits with the crowd. A lagotto Romagnolo named Harry earned a chuckle from the stadium audience by sitting up and begging for a treat from his handler, and a vizsla named Fletcher charmed spectators by jumping up on its handler after finishing a spin around the ring. 
There were big cheers, too, for a playful great Pyrenees called Sebastian and a Doberman pinscher named Emilio. 

    


Other dogs that vied in vain for a spot in the finals included Stache, a Sealyham terrier. He won the National Dog Show that was televised on Thanksgiving and took top prize at a big terrier show in Pennsylvania last fall. 
Stache showcases a rare breed that's considered vulnerable to extinction even in its native Britain.
"They're a little-known treasure," said Stache's co-owner, co-breeder and handler, Margery Good of Cochranville, Pennsylvania, who has bred "Sealys" for half a century. Originally developed in Wales to hunt badgers and other burrowing game, the terriers with a "fall" of hair over their eyes are courageous but comedic -- Good dubs them "silly hams."
Westminster can feel like a study in canine contrasts. Just walking around, a visitor could see a Chihuahua peering out of a carrying bag at a stocky Neapolitan mastiff, a ring full of honey-colored golden retrievers beside a lineup of stark-black giant schnauzers, and handlers with dogs far larger than themselves.
Shane Jichetti was one of them. Ralphie, the 175-pound (34-kg) great Dane she co-owns, outweighs her by a lot. It takes considerable experience to show so big an animal, but "if you have a bond with your dog, and you just go with it, it works out," she said.

    


Plus Ralphie, for all his size, is "so chill," said Jichetti. Playful at home on New York's Staten Island, he's spot-on -- just like his harlequin-pattern coat -- when it's time to go in the ring.
"He's just an honest dog," Jichetti said.
The Westminster show, which dates to 1877, centers on the traditional purebred judging that leads to the best in show prize. But over the last decade, the club has added agility and obedience events open to mixed-breed dogs. 
And this year, the agility competition counted its first non-purebred winner, a border collie-papillon mix named Nimble.
And Kramer, the best in show judge, made a point of thanking "every dog, whether it's a house dog or a show dog.
"Because you make our lives whole." 
___
Associated Press photographer Julia Nikhinson contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/westminster-kennel-club-dog-best-show-157739b5e1cfc3fc00658e77c6841e96
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Simone Biles is stepping into the Olympic spotlight again. She is better prepared for the pressure

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    "It's not going to stop anymore." Simone Biles is stepping into the Olympic spotlight again and she is better prepared for the pressure.
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    [image: Olympic gold medalist Simone Biles Owens is interviewed after training at the Stars Gymnastics Sports Center in Katy, Texas, Monday, Feb. 5, 2024. Biles begins preparations for the Paris Olympics when she returns to competition at the U.S. Classic in Hartford, Connecticut on Saturday. Biles, who cited mental health concerns while removing herself from several competitions at the Tokyo Olympics, says she is better prepared for the pressure competing presents this time around. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: Simone Biles launches off a vault during training at the Stars Gymnastics Sports Center in Katy, Texas, Monday, Feb. 5, 2024. Biles begins preparations for the Paris Olympics when she returns to competition at the U.S. Classic in Hartford, Connecticut on Saturday. Biles, who cited mental health concerns while removing herself from several competitions at the Tokyo Olympics, says she is better prepared for the pressure competing presents this time around. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | Simone Biles launches off a vault during training at the Stars Gymnastics Sports Center in Katy, Texas, Monday, Feb. 5, 2024. Biles begins preparations for the Paris Olympics when she returns to competition at the U.S. Classic in Hartford, Connecticut on Saturday. Biles, who cited mental health concerns while removing herself from several competitions at the Tokyo Olympics, says she is better prepared for the pressure competing presents this time around. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 11
Simone Biles launches off a vault during training at the Stars Gymnastics Sports Center in Katy, Texas, Monday, Feb. 5, 2024. Biles begins preparations for the Paris Olympics when she returns to competition at the U.S. Classic in Hartford, Connecticut on Saturday. Biles, who cited mental health concerns while removing herself from several competitions at the Tokyo Olympics, says she is better prepared for the pressure competing presents this time around. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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[image: Simone Biles pauses before her turn on the parallel bars during training at the Stars Gymnastics Sports Center in Katy, Texas, Monday, Feb. 5, 2024. Biles begins preparations for the Paris Olympics when she returns to competition at the U.S. Classic in Hartford, Connecticut on Saturday. Biles, who cited mental health concerns while removing herself from several competitions at the Tokyo Olympics, says she is better prepared for the pressure competing presents this time around. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: Zoe Miller, left and Simone Biles joke around before training at the Stars Gymnastics Sports Center in Katy, Texas, Monday, Feb. 5, 2024. Biles begins preparations for the Paris Olympics when she returns to competition at the U.S. Classic in Hartford, Connecticut on Saturday. Biles, who cited mental health concerns while removing herself from several competitions at the Tokyo Olympics, says she is better prepared for the pressure competing presents this time around. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: Simone Biles, left, and Zoe Miller arrive for training at the Stars Gymnastics Sports Center in Katy, Texas, Monday, Feb. 5, 2024. Biles begins preparations for the Paris Olympics when she returns to competition at the U.S. Classic in Hartford, Connecticut on Saturday. Biles, who cited mental health concerns while removing herself from several competitions at the Tokyo Olympics, says she is better prepared for the pressure competing presents this time around. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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                                        SPRING, Texas (AP) -- Simone Biles is not "cured." Let's start there.
A cure implies finality. An ultimate and decisive victory.
If the gymnastics superstar has learned anything in the three years since those strange, uncertain days in Tokyo when she put her mental health and personal safety ahead of her pursuit of more Olympic glory, it is that the battle to protect yourself is never really over. Never fully won.
It's a lesson she learned in front of the entire world in Japan, where Biles arrived as the face of the Summer Games only to withdraw from multiple competitions, including the team final, when her body simply stopped doing what her brain was asking it to.
In the moment, Biles blamed it on " the twisties." On the surface, she was right. Yet they sprang from something deeper and harder to define.
"She can't even explain it (and) the doctors she sees probably can't even explain it to her," said Laurent Landi, who along with his wife Cecile has coached Biles since 2017. "It's a trauma that happened to her and that came at a bad time and she could not handle it. It's as simple as this. She could not function. She could not be a gymnast at that time."

    


She can now, though the road to this moment -- Biles will compete for the first time in 2024 at this weekend's U.S. Classic -- has been difficult. It has required a new mindset, at times a literal mother's touch and constant vigilance to work on herself, work she now understands has no expiration date.




NOWHERE TO RUN
Biles tried to take all the outsized attention before Tokyo in stride. She projected a sense of normalcy. It was a facade. At some point, the pent-up emotions and aggressions she felt caused her to " crack."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biles was in therapy before Tokyo but had paused treatment before heading overseas. With millions watching, she walked off the floor at the Ariake Gymnastics Center after one wayward vault in the women's team final and called her family, who had remained home in Texas because of COVID-19 restrictions put in place for the games.

    


Nellie Biles picked up the phone and heard her daughter on the other end saying over and over through tears "Mom, I really cannot do this. I'm lost, I cannot do this."
And so she didn't. Biles pulled out of a handful of finals before returning to earn a bronze on the balance beam, a medal the most decorated gymnast in the history of the sport has called one of the most important of her career. As painful and frightening as the experience was, it needed to happen because it made Biles realize mental health isn't something she could ignore.
"I couldn't run away from it, you know," Biles told The Associated Press. "I just owned it and said 'Hey, this is what I'm going through. This is the help that I'm going to get.'"
A NEW GAME PLAN
Help that has propelled Biles back to a familiar spot: atop her sport with another Olympics in the offing. Help that presents itself in different ways and sometimes comes from unexpected places.
Biles firmly believes she's in a better place this time around, thanks in part to weekly Thursday meetings with her therapist that have become an intractable part of her schedule.

    


Last fall in Antwerp, Belgium, Biles walked into a nearly empty arena during podium training before the world championships, her first team competition since Tokyo. Something about the scene evoked, as Nellie Biles puts it, "a PTSD moment." Biles ran off the floor to gather herself following a trigger she never saw coming.
There were more tears. More anxiety. More calls. More reassurance.
"She almost didn't go back out there," Nellie Biles said.
After being "a little bit hesitant," Biles pushed through thanks in part to the decision to have a meeting with her therapist, something she rarely did close to competitions before beginning the practice ahead of the U.S. Classic in Chicago last summer.
The U.S. women were given the afternoon off and some of them headed off to a chocolate factory. Biles chose to stay behind to FaceTime her therapist instead.
"I know how important it is for me to stay present, mindful and not be too anxious," she said. "So yes, we will keep that up."

    


There were other comforts of home in Belgium. Namely, her family.
Every day, Nellie Biles made her way to Simone's hotel room and spent 30-45 minutes braiding her daughter's hair, a first.
"My daughter is (27) and I know (she) can braid her own hair," Nellie Biles said. "But it's just that touch, that togetherness. It's that bonding. It's what she needed and it worked."
The meet ended the way so many have during Biles' decade-long run at the top: with a fistful of medals stashed in her luggage for the return flight home and the stage set for a potentially historic Olympic year.
MOVING ON
Before Rio de Janeiro in 2016, before Tokyo in 2021, the prospect of Olympic history threatened to -- and at times did -- consume her.
It doesn't anymore. Life has blessedly, mercifully, gotten in the way.

    


Biles married current Chicago Bears safety Jonathan Owens a year ago. The two are building a house in the Houston suburbs that will be finished (hopefully) in late summer or early fall.
In a way, she is like so many other 20-something newlyweds in Biles' orbit. Former Olympic teammate MyKayla Skinner, for example, welcomed a daughter last fall. There is part of Biles that feels like "that's what I should be doing."
Instead, she's "still flipping out here," still finding her way to World Champions Centre -- the spaceship of a gym the Biles family runs -- and training alongside other Olympic hopefuls, many of whom are nearly a decade younger and grew up idolizing her.
Why is she still putting herself through this? Well, that's the biggest question of them all.
"I think everything I've been through, I want to push the limits," she said. "I want to see how far I can go. I want to see what I'm still capable of so once I step away from this sport, I can truly be happy with my career and say I gave it my all."
She is well aware of what may await this summer. That the millions who were riveted by what happened in Tokyo -- from the throngs who supported her to the critics on social media who branded her a quitter or worse -- will tune in to see if she cracks again.
Those closest to Biles believe she is better prepared to handle whatever may come.
"She knows something like (Tokyo) can happen because it did happen," Landi said. "So it's just like, 'OK, I'm going to be careful, I'm going to follow the same protocol every time and then I'm going to avoid (the pitfalls)' and that's all you can do."
Is this the last time? She won't say. That's too far ahead. She doesn't pepper her conversations with the words "Paris" or "Olympics." It may seem intentional. It's not. It's just what she does.
"It's not like I think that 'Olympics' is a plague and I'm trying to avoid it or trying not to say it," she said. "I just think there are other things I have to get to before that."
The U.S. Classic this weekend in Connecticut will include 2020 Olympic champion Sunisa Lee and 2012 Olympic champion Gabby Douglas. The U.S. Championships are later this month. The Olympic Trials loom in late June.
One turn, one routine, one rotation, one meet at a time. With all the tools -- including her therapist -- at the ready.
"I feel very confident with where I'm at mentally and physically, that (Tokyo) is not going to happen again just because we have put in the work," she said.
A LARGER MESSAGE
There is something larger at stake here, too, a message Biles is sending to others. It's OK not to be OK. It's OK to make yourself vulnerable, to be open and transparent about the process no matter how messy it may get.
She says she has long lost count of the number of people who have told her "because of you, I'm getting the proper help that I deserve."
It can be jarring in a way. She never set out to become a face of this movement. It happened anyway.
If Biles retreats in Tokyo instead of confronting her issues head-on, maybe those people don't find the courage to ask for something they urgently need. That's the blessing of the last Olympics that far outweighs a medal.
"As unfortunate as it (was) ... it's exciting because I know that by speaking out it's helping other people," Biles said. "And that's what I've always wanted to do, inside this sport and outside this sport."
So on Saturday she will salute the judges and thrust herself into the spotlight once more.
No, she is not cured. She is better, though, even as she remains a work in progress like so many others out there who found the courage to say "me too" after seeing the biggest star in the U.S. Olympic movement open up about her struggles with so much at stake.
That's the true lesson of Tokyo. As challenging as it was in the moment, it was necessary.
"It's good that it happened," Biles said. "Because I don't think I would have got the proper help that I need (without it)."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/paris-olympics-simone-biles-1c7d4352a67c062bcc65fb7f56c9a1a3



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Top tennis players say they're playing too much because the tournaments are too long | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Top tennis players say they're playing too much because the tournaments are too long

    Top tennis players say they're playing too much because the tournaments are too long

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Poland's Iga Swiatek celebrates with fans after winning a match against Germany's Angelique Kerber at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Germany's Alexander Zverev returns the ball to Italy's Luciano Darderi at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Sunday, May 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Russia's Daniil Medvedev returns the ball to Serbia's Hamad Medjedovic at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/{photograper)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal serves the ball to Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Serbia's Novak Djokovic serves the ball to Chile's Alejandro Tabilo as spectators are reflected in a glass dividers on the stands at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Sunday, May 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic serves the ball to Chile's Alejandro Tabilo as spectators are reflected in a glass dividers on the stands at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Sunday, May 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Top tennis players say they're playing too much because the tournaments are too long

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Poland's Iga Swiatek celebrates with fans after winning a match against Germany's Angelique Kerber at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | Poland's Iga Swiatek celebrates with fans after winning a match against Germany's Angelique Kerber at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6
Poland's Iga Swiatek celebrates with fans after winning a match against Germany's Angelique Kerber at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Germany's Alexander Zverev returns the ball to Italy's Luciano Darderi at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Sunday, May 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | Germany's Alexander Zverev returns the ball to Italy's Luciano Darderi at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Sunday, May 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6
Germany's Alexander Zverev returns the ball to Italy's Luciano Darderi at the Italian Open tennis tournament in Rome, Sunday, May 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Victoria Azarenka reacts during her match against Danielle Collins of the US at the Italian Open tennis tournament at Rome's Foro Italico, Wednesday, May 15, 2024.Collins beat Azarenka 6-4, 6-3. (AP Photo/Antonietta Baldassarre)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | Victoria Azarenka reacts during her match against Danielle Collins of the US at the Italian Open tennis tournament at Rome's Foro Italico, Wednesday, May 15, 2024.Collins beat Azarenka 6-4, 6-3. (AP Photo/Antonietta Baldassarre)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6
Victoria Azarenka reacts during her match against Danielle Collins of the US at the Italian Open tennis tournament at Rome's Foro Italico, Wednesday, May 15, 2024.Collins beat Azarenka 6-4, 6-3. (AP Photo/Antonietta Baldassarre)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russia's Daniil Medvedev returns the ball to Serbia's Hamad Medjedovic at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/{photograper)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | Russia's Daniil Medvedev returns the ball to Serbia's Hamad Medjedovic at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/{photograper)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6
Russia's Daniil Medvedev returns the ball to Serbia's Hamad Medjedovic at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/{photograper)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal serves the ball to Belgium's Zizou Bergs at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- More competition days, more tickets sold, more TV time, more money.
For tennis organizers, the long-sought upgrade of tournaments in Madrid and Rome -- expanding them from eight days to nearly two weeks -- has been a bonanza.
For the players? Well, they haven't been nearly as enthusiastic.
With Madrid and Rome following already established two-week events in Indian Wells and Miami, several of the highest-ranked players -- the ones who consistently reach the final stages of these tournaments -- are growing weary of spending so much more time on the road.
"You got to be some type of superhero to be consistent back-to-back 10 days in each event getting to the very end of it," recent Monte Carlo champion Stefanos Tsitsipas said in Rome.
What bothers the top players is that these Masters-level tournaments are being modeled after Grand Slams but they're still not as prestigious as the Grand Slams: the Australian Open, the French Open, Wimbledon and the U.S. Open.

    


In essence, the tournaments in Madrid and Rome are merely warmups for Roland Garros.
"We wanted more drama and then we stretched the drama a bit too much, where it kind of becomes like the 'telenova' that was too many seasons," said Victoria Azarenka, who was formerly ranked No. 1. "Hopefully we make some adjustments, because it's too long."




Next year, the Cincinnati Open -- a warmup for the U.S. Open -- will also be expanded to the two-week format, which increases the draws from 64 to 96 players.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"People want to watch top players play against each other, week in and week out. ... There is a market for that, but there has to be a thought to make sure we do take care of our players," Azarenka said.
The top 32 seeds in the expanded events get byes to the second round, and all players get days off between matches -- which is a change from the old format.
"The two-week Masters 1000 events is great for players that are ranked between 50 and 100 in the world because they get a chance to play a main-draw event at a Masters 1000 event. It's not great for top-10 players," fifth-ranked Alexander Zverev said.

    


"Yes, you do get told you have a day in between, you don't have to play every day. At the end of the day that's not resting. Resting is when you're spending time at home, when you're sleeping in your own bed, maybe with your family, maybe with your dogs, maybe with your kids if you have kids, right? ... A day between matches, if you're at a different place, that's not resting. If you're trying to make semifinals or finals of every event, you're just away a lot longer, and you have to work a lot more."
The schedule has been a hot topic lately because of injuries to the men's tour's two top young players, Jannik Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz, even if their injuries might not be a direct result of the longer tournaments.
Sinner (injured hip) and Alcaraz (right forearm) both withdrew from Rome.
But injuries to top players are nothing new.
"I like this two-week format," fourth-ranked Daniil Medvedev said. "I like when there is a day off. ... I don't think injuries would come from this format."
Added 22-time Grand Slam champion Rafael Nadal, "At the end the players want to make money. The tournaments want to make money. Then it's all (a) cycle that comes together. We accept that role."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: Marcus Ericsson, of Sweden, climbs out of his car following a practice session for the IndyCar Grand Prix auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Saturday, May 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: Andretti Global driver Marcus Ericsson races during the IndyCar Grand Prix of Long Beach auto race Sunday, April 21, 2024, in Long Beach, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Marcus Ericsson returned to the Indianapolis 500 with zero regrets. 
He's moved past the controversial ending to last year's race that cost the Swede a second consecutive win in the "Greatest Spectacle in Racing." Ericsson has made up with teammate Colton Herta following their spat last weekend.
And as for his move from powerhouse Chip Ganassi Racing to Andretti Global, where Ericsson's results have shown a sharp drop-off? 
Nope. Nothing to be concerned about there, either. 
"Why would I have regrets?" Ericsson asked Thursday. "You should never have regrets."
And yet the 2022 Indy 500 winner finds himself in a dramatically different situation than he was a year ago, when he waltzed around Indianapolis Motor Speedway as the hottest free agent in the series. 
Rival teams found it inexplicable that Ganassi had not yet signed Ericsson to an extension, especially as he entered the biggest race of the year with a victory already on the year and the IndyCar points lead. 

    


Ganassi was holding out for the sponsorship needed to offer Ericsson a lucrative new deal, but by the time he found the funding, Ericsson had already accepted an offer to move to Andretti.




It didn't matter to Ericsson that Andretti had dropped a peg and was no longer at the same level as IndyCar powerhouses Ganassi and Team Penske. And when it came to the Indy 500, the former Formula 1 driver felt the Andretti cars have been as strong as any other team on the grid.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Andretti over the years has been very strong around here," Ericsson said. "When I came over (to IndyCar) five, six years ago, they were the team to beat around here. They were really strong and then it seems the last couple of years they've lost their edge, maybe. But I thought it was pretty promising."
Ericsson opened the season at St. Pete, where he won last year, with a mechanical failure and 23rd-place finish. He bounced back with a fifth-place finish at Long Beach, but then was 18th at Barber and 16th last weekend on the speedway road course.

    


More troubling about last week's race was the contact he had with Herta, who was the IndyCar points leader at the time. Herta was incensed on his radio when Ericsson made contact with him, and was still seething after the race.
"Your teammate's leading the championship and you race him like an ass," Herta said as he watched a replay after last week's race. "I don't know what you're thinking. He probably braked deeper than he did in qualifying right there, and he runs me clean off the track. You've got to be smarter than that, man. So, so dumb."
Ericsson was taken aback by Herta's rage.
"It was some harsh words," Ericsson acknowledged.
The two talked after the race and then proceeded to have conversations over the next few days as Herta admitted it typically takes him time to calm down. He made no apologies for his comments and or that they were directed at his first-year teammate.
"Typically, after a race, if I'm mad, that's how I react," Herta said.
Ericsson apologized, and Herta on Thursday became the first driver to step forward and say Josef Newgarden personally apologized to him for the Team Penske cheating scandal when the two spoke ahead of last weekend's race at Indianapolis.

    


Other drivers have grumbled that Newgarden has not tried to repair his reputation with them, and Newgarden himself has been unclear on how many of his peers he's reached out to in the three weeks since IndyCar stripped him of his season-opening victory for illegally using a software system.
Ericsson did not discuss any possible interactions, only his peacemaking session with Herta. But he did discuss how different a year it is for him as he tries for a second Indy win in three years. He finished second to Newgarden a year ago when a late caution led IndyCar race control to make an unprecedented rule change to allow one final green-flag lap to the finish. 
Newgarden passed Ericsson for the win -- and his block to hold off Ericsson has since been banned -- but Ericsson was fuming because never had IndyCar even discussed with the drivers a rules option in which the cars would leave pit lane and immediately go to green for one final lap. 

    


But he also acknowledged that the discussions about his contract extension at Ganassi made life a lot more hectic as he tried to become the first driver to win back-to-back 500s since Helio Castroneves in 2001 and 2002. 
"I feel more calm in many ways because last year was quite a stressful year," Ericsson said. "With the contract, it was not an easy year. But I feel this year has been good, it's been good getting into a new team. It always takes a little bit of time to get used to things. But this week? The speedway car feels really good. 
"I feel pretty confident and looking forward to race here."
___
AP Motorsports: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Linus Lundqvist became the first driver to crash in Indianapolis 500 preparations when the Swedish rookie for Chip Ganassi Racing spun into the wall on Thursday. 
Lundqvist, one of seven rookies trying to make the May 26 race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, lost the rear of his Honda-powered Ganassi entering Turn 2 just under 2 hours into the practice session. It was the first day drivers got any real activity as rain washed out Tuesday and most of Wednesday. 
Lundqvist's car spun into the wall and then shot across the track into the infield grass. The 25-year-old dropped his head in disappointment as he awaited the medical team. 
He was clearly dejected when he was cleared from the infield medical center. 
"It's my mistake. I know exactly what I did," Lundqvist said. "I touched the curb in (turn) 2 and I couldn't hold onto it. It's something that you talk about often around this place, but it's just a mistake on my part and obviously the team pays the price for it." 
Ganassi is fielding an IndyCar-high five cars at Indianapolis, including three rookies in Lundqvist, Marcus Armstrong and Kyffin Simpson. 
___
AP Motorsports: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                                        With their record-setting quarterback and pop-star dating tight end, the Kansas City Chiefs were the NFL's version of the Beatles last season.
This season Patrick Mahomes, Travis Kelce and the Chiefs will be as close to matching the Beatles' "Eight Days a Week" as any NFL team in nearly 100 years.
Along with the traditional Sunday games, Kansas City is also set to play games this season on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday under the newly released schedule  -- an odd occurrence that has happened only once before in the NFL.
The Chiefs will be the first team since the 1927 New York Yankees -- the football version, not the version with Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig that dominated the baseball diamond -- to play games on six days of the week in a single season. Those NFL Yankees under coach Ralph Scott went 7-8-1 that season with a roster that featured Hall of Famer Red Grange and played every day other than Monday.

    


The increase of television packages and broadcast windows have given one of the NFL's most high-profile franchises a most unusual schedule with a maximum of 11 games to be played on Sundays with at least two of those in prime time.




The Chiefs will open the season at home on Thursday night against the Baltimore Ravens on Sept. 5 in the traditional spot for the defending champions. They will also play twice on Monday nights (Oct. 7 against New Orleans and Nov. 4 against Tampa Bay) and then were tabbed for two of the newer broadcast windows to fill some of other days of the week.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kansas City will host the Las Vegas Raiders in the second annual Black Friday game on Amazon Prime Video on Nov. 29 and was picked for the Christmas Day doubleheader on Netflix for a Wednesday game at Pittsburgh. The teams playing on Christmas in Week 17 were given Saturday games in Week 16 to get adequate rest, with Kansas City hosting Houston that day.

    


That gives the Chiefs games scheduled for every day of the week other than Tuesday.
The three other teams playing on Christmas -- Pittsburgh, Houston and Baltimore -- will all have games on five days of the week, missing only Tuesday and Friday. The only other team to do that in the modern NFL was the Philadelphia Eagles in 2021, when they played a Tuesday game postponed because of COVID, along with scheduled games that season on Sunday, Monday, Thursday and Saturday. 
REST UP
The defending NFC champion San Francisco 49ers find themselves on the short end of the stick when it comes to rest. 
The Niners will face four teams coming off their bye weeks, tied for the most in a season since byes returned to the NFL in 1990, according to research from ESPN. Indianapolis faces three teams coming off byes.
The 49ers will have 22 fewer days of rest than their opponents this season, tied for the third-largest gap since the start of the eight-division format in 2002, according to ESPN. They will play Dallas, Kansas City, Buffalo and Seattle following byes for those teams but San Francisco does get a few extra days before the Super Bowl rematch with the Chiefs in Week 7 thanks to a Thursday night game the previous week.

    


The Ravens are at the other end of the equation with a league-high 16 more days off than their opponents thanks in part to games on Wednesday and Thursday. That's the most extra days of rest for any team since 2002, according to ESPN.
New England is tied for the second-best rest disparity in that span with 13 extra days off.
There are 14 teams in all that will play multiple games this season with four days off or fewer thanks to the Black Friday game, the two Wednesday games for Christmas this year and rule changes put in place last season to allow teams to play multiple Thursday night short-week games.
That includes Dallas and the New York Giants, who will play a pair of Thursday games with a Week 4 night game and a Thanksgiving game. This is just the third time in NFL history that teams will play on Thursday twice in a season. Detroit and Green Bay did it last season and the Chicago Bears and Cardinals did it in 1926.

    


ROOKIE QBS
Caleb Williams could get a chance to face the two other rookie quarterbacks the Chicago Bears passed on to pick Williams first overall.
The Bears face No. 2 pick Jayden Daniels and Washington on Oct. 27 and then host No. 3 pick Drake Maye and New England two weeks later. 
There have been only five times in the common draft era that quarterbacks taken with the top two picks met as rookies, with No. 1 pick Bryce Young besting No. 2 pick C.J. Stroud last season. 
No. 2 pick Zach Wilson beat Trevor Lawrence in 2021, No. 2 pick Marcus Mariota defeated Jameis Winston in 2015, No. 1 pick Peyton Manning topped Ryan Leaf in 1998, and No. 2 pick Rick Mirer bested Drew Bledsoe in 1993.
The Bears also have two games scheduled against the Vikings, who picked J.J. McCarthy 10th overall last month. That gives Williams a chance to set the common draft era record for most starts against a fellow rookie QB. Mac Jones did it four times for New England in 2021. 

    


FREQUENT FLYERS
Jim Harbaugh's first season as Los Angeles Chargers coach will feature plenty of time on the plane.
The Chargers are slated to travel an NFL-high 26,803 miles this season, according to Bookies(dot)com, thanks in part to five trips to the Eastern time zone and nine overall road games with NFC teams getting the extra home game this season.
The other heavy-travel teams this season are Miami, Seattle and New England, with all of those teams slated for at least 25,000 miles in travel. Five teams all have less than 13,000 miles of travel with Washington set for a league-low 10,550 miles. The other low-travel teams are Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Pittsburgh and Atlanta. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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[image: Real Madrid's Vinicius Junior reacts after missing a scoring chance during the Champions League semifinal second leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Bayern Munich at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- FIFA wants all 211 national federations to make racist abuse a disciplinary offense, and designate a crossed hands gesture by victims to alert referees to abuse.
Soccer's world body on Thursday detailed the tougher and more unified approach it wants to take to tackle racism after months of consulting with victimized players, including Real Madrid star Vinicius Junior.
The crossed hands gesture was made on a medal podium at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 by United States athlete Raven Saunders who won silver in women's shot put. At the time, she said it was "the intersection of where all people who are oppressed meet."
FIFA is encouraging players to use the gesture and for referees to then cross hands to indicate they are taking action.
There was little enthusiasm for it from Kick It Out, the British fans' group that campaigns against racism. It said "rather than introducing new hand gestures, FIFA should focus on empowering players and their management to leave the pitch when they feel it's appropriate."

    


Teams whose fans or players racially abuse opponents could soon face disciplinary punishments such as forfeiting games, typically as a 3-0 loss, as part of a five-pillar pledge on tackling discrimination. The measures will be put to FIFA member federations on Friday at their annual meeting in Bangkok.




FIFA president Gianni Infantino promised months ago to make a worldwide proposal and has consulted with Brazil star Vinicius Junior, who is Black and has been repeatedly abused by opposing fans in Spanish stadiums.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He broke down in tears at a news conference in March before Spain hosted Brazil in a friendly organized in fallout of the persistent abuse he has faced in his adopted home. 
"The time has come for football to unite to unequivocally commit as a global community to address the issue of racism in the game," FIFA said in a letter to member federations.

    


FIFA also wants to create a panel of players who will "monitor and advise on the implementation of these actions around the world."
Soccer has struggled for more than a decade to deal with racism in stadiums, with previous measures including coordinated on-field responses by match officials and post-match disciplinary action by federations and competition organizers.
Tougher sanctions, such as match forfeits, points deductions or even disqualification from a competition, have been judged too difficult to enforce legally. They also risk enabling agitators to try and provoke incidents.
Soccer leaders in countries such as Italy and Spain have consistently denied the sport has a racism problem.
In some cases, investigations were dropped by soccer authorities, including UEFA, because there was no evidence beyond a claim by the player alleging abuse.
Black players who claimed they were racially abused by opponents or fans and tried to leave the field have themselves been shown a yellow card for their actions.
FIFA wants referees also use crossed hands to signal starting a long-standing three-step process at a game where racial and discriminatory abuse is heard: To pause the play and broadcast warnings in the stadium, to take teams off the field, then abandon games.

    


Kick It Out, which has worked in soccer since 1993, said the three steps had "failed to protect players for years" though it acknowledged FIFA's intentions "appear to be genuine."
That three-step process should be mandatory across all 211 federations, FIFA said on Thursday. They also will be asked to lobby their governments to make racism a criminal offense and prosecute cases, plus promote anti-racism work in schools. 
Before Saunders crossed her hands in Tokyo, the gesture was used by the men's marathon silver medalist at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics.
Feyisa Lilesa raised his arms above his head and crossed his wrists at the finish line in Rio in protest against government oppression at home in Ethiopia.
Saunders initially was in trouble with the IOC for making the gesture which also was a broader statement celebrating diversity. The IOC investigation into whether she breached rules prohibiting political statements at medal ceremonies was paused days later after Saunders' mother died.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- D. Wayne Lukas sat in his corner of the stakes barn at Pimlico Race Course earlier this week and pointed several stalls down.
"Thank God the Derby horse came," Lukas said, referring to Kentucky Derby winner Mystik Dan running in the Preakness. "It isn't always a cinch."
It used to be automatic, something that until recent years made the Preakness a must-see event with a Triple Crown chance nearly always on the line. That was not the case from 2019-22 for various reasons, and the mere possibility of Mystik Dan skipping the Preakness has led to debate over whether the race should be moved back a week or more and what can be done to restore the prestige it has had for the better part of 150 years.
Lukas, the 88-year-old Hall of Fame trainer whose next two Preakness runners will be his record-extending 47th and 48th over more than four decades coming to Baltimore, said the thought of it becoming the "stepchild" of the Triple Crown doesn't sit well with horsemen who love showing up.

    


But he does worry about younger colleagues being reluctant to send their top 3-year-olds back from the Derby on the first Saturday in May to the Preakness on the third Saturday in May, comparing the loss of big-name horses to having an NFL game without Patrick Mahomes.




"With the mindset of the younger trainers, that the two weeks, I don't know where they got that, but a lot of the younger trainers don't want to come back in two weeks," Lukas said. "If they extend that, I've been preaching this for 25 years though, you would get a bigger field. Most of the Derby horses would come."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Three Derby horses are set to take part in the Preakness on Saturday, up from one last year, two in 2022 and one in 2019. Except for 2020, when the Triple Crown was run out of order because of the pandemic, the traditional spacing has been two weeks between the Kentucky Derby and Preakness and then another three to the Belmont since 1969.

    


Top thoroughbreds nowadays rarely run every 14 days or so, a development two-time Triple Crown-winning trainer Bob Baffert compared to pitch counts in baseball and analytics alterations in other sports.
"It's changed in a way," said Baffert, who has won the Preakness a record eight times. "I remember when I first came in, the Preakness has always been a very historical race, and people liked to run in the Preakness -- the Triple Crown and whatever. I'm probably old-school when I came in, so now there's a different approach to it where they want to give their horses extra time."
Last summer, 1/ST Racing, which operates the Preakness, floated the concept of moving it back -- possibly as far as four weeks after the Derby. The New York Racing Association said at the time it had no plans to change the date of the Belmont from its spot in early June, with the idea of it pushing back to potentially conflict with Fourth of July celebrations a nonstarter.
Trainers often name the Belmont as a target destination for horses who run in but don't win the Derby. The third jewel of the Triple Crown also has no concerns about prestige each of the next two years because of the novelty of the Belmont being run at historic Saratoga Race Course, already a sellout and a festivity many in the industry and area have been salivating over since reconstruction plans for the track on Long Island first emerged.

    


A similar project is coming to Pimlico, but a one-year shift to Laurel Park down the road halfway to Washington in 2026 is a Band-Aid, not something anyone is looking forward to. Even in Baltimore something has to give to bring people back after the Preakness has drawn 47,000 people in 2023 and 42,000 in '22 -- low numbers, even if weather-related, compared to crowds of 100,000-plus each year from 2011-19. 
One argument to fix that, beyond the needed renovations, is having the Kentucky Derby winner and other prominent horses back from that race. Baffert as a traditionalist does not want to see the timing of the Triple Crown change, but he and other veterans aware of the troubling trends are willing to consider different possibilities to make the Preakness desirable again.
"This is a very important race and it's an historical race, and it's a very important race to win with a 3-year-old," Baffert said. "You want to see the best horses competing in all three races."
___
AP horse racing: https://apnews.com/hub/horse-racing
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    [image: Indiana Fever's Aliyah Boston, left, and Caitlin Clark pose for a photo during the Indiana Fever media day, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) walks off the court with teammates after losing to the Connecticut Sun in a WNBA basketball game, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)]
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[image: Indiana Fever forward Aliyah Boston turns to shoot as Connecticut Sun forward Brionna Jones defends during the first half of a WNBA basketball game Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)]
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[image: Indiana Fever's Aliyah Boston, left, and Caitlin Clark pose for a photo during the Indiana Fever media day, Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) drives against Connecticut Sun guard Rachel Banham (1) during the fourth quarter of a WNBA basketball game, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)]
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[image: Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) drives against Connecticut Sun guard Rachel Banham (1) during the fourth quarter of a WNBA basketball game, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- To accommodate much larger crowds, the Atlanta Dream are moving their two regular-season home games against Caitlin Clark and the Indiana Fever to the home of the NBA Hawks. 
The Dream's regular venue, 3,500-seat Gateway Center Arena near the city's airport, is the smallest in the WNBA. The Hawks play downtown at State Farm Arena, which can hold more than 17,000.
Atlanta is scheduled to host the Fever on June 21 and Aug. 26. Those games will feature the last three No. 1 overall picks in the WNBA draft: Clark and her teammate Aliyah Boston. as well as Dream star Rhyne Howard.
"Atlanta Dream fans are the best in the WNBA," team President and COO Morgan Shaw Parker said in a statement. "Their passion and excitement led us to the most sellouts in the league over the last two years and has created a demand for tickets that far outpaces the supply inside our current arena, which is why we wanted to find a way to give more fans access to experience these two games."

    


Clark's record-setting college career ahead of her draft by the Fever has sparked unprecedented interest in the WNBA. She scored 20 points but committed 10 turnovers in her first professional game, a loss at Connecticut on Tuesday.




Atlanta opened the season Wednesday with a 92-81 victory at Los Angeles.
The Dream played at State Farm Arena, formerly known as Philips Arena, from their founding in 2008 until 2016, when the team moved to Georgia Tech's campus arena for two seasons. After returning to the Hawks' arena in 2019, the team moved to the new Gateway Center Arena in nearby College Park the following year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The largest crowd in franchise history was 11,609 for the inaugural game against the Detroit Shock in 2008. The Dream hope to eclipse that mark for both games against the Fever.
In April, the Dream became the second team in WNBA history to sell its entire season ticket allotment. Ten of its 20 games at Gateway Center Arena are already listed as sellouts.

    


"We are excited to welcome our loyal Dream fan base, along with new fans, to State Farm Arena," coach Tanisha Wright said. "We want to create the ultimate home court advantage and pack the house with red and blue as we work toward another playoff push this year."
___
WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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                                        Suspended Toronto Argonauts quarterback Chad Kelly said he will withdraw from training camp and hopes to "learn, grow and better myself" through counseling after his suspension by the league.
Kelly released a statement Thursday through his agent, Chris Lambiris, announcing his decision.
The CFL suspended Kelly for at least nine regular-season games on May 7 following its investigation into a lawsuit filed by a former strength and conditioning coach against both the player and club.
Kelly is also suspended for Toronto's two preseason games for violating its gender-based violence policy. 
He will be required to undergo confidential assessments by an independent expert and attend mandatory counselling sessions conducted by a gender-based violence expert.
Kelly said he "will take full advantage of this counselling opportunity to learn, grow and better myself."

    


"At the same time, I want to support the Argonauts organization as it prepares for the season and have made the decision to withdraw from training camp to minimize distractions for the team and to put in the work to earn both reinstatement in the CFL and everyone's trust," he said in the statement. "I look forward to getting back on the field soon."




Kelly, 30, was the CFL's outstanding player last season after leading Toronto to a league-best and franchise-record 16-2 record.
The Argos' season ended with a 38-17 home loss to eventual Grey Cup champion Montreal in the East Division final.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kelly played in college at Clemson, East Mississippi Community College and Mississippi. He was the last pick in the 2017 NFL draft, selected by the Denver Broncos. The team released him in 2018 after he was arrested for criminal trespassing.
"I have had to take time to process the findings from the CFL investigation released last week as they were not consistent with the person I am, nor the team and community leader I strive to be," Kelly said in the statement. "I want to be the leader who brings people together and I strongly believe that all workplaces should be safe and healthy for every member of the team."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/hub/sports
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    [image: FILE - Kansas City Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker speaks to the media during NFL football Super Bowl 58 opening night Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, in Las Vegas. Butker railed against Pride month along with President Biden's leadership during the COVID-19 pandemic and his stance on abortion during a commencement address at Benedictine College last weekend. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The commencement speaker at Kansas' Benedictine College, a private Catholic liberal arts school, congratulated the women receiving degrees -- and said most of them were probably more excited about getting married and having children.
Harrison Butker, the kicker for the Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs, is getting attention for those and other comments last weekend in which he said some Catholic leaders were "pushing dangerous gender ideologies onto the youth of America." 
Butker, who's made his conservative Catholic beliefs well known, also assailed Pride month, a particularly important time for the LGBTQ+ rights movement, and President Joe Biden's stance on abortion.
"I think it is you, the women, who have had the most diabolical lies told to you," Butker said. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Chiefs kicker Butker congratulates women graduates and says most are more excited about motherhood
    

    
    
    A Super Bowl champion kicker is in hot water after comments he made during a college commencement speech. Correspondent Gethin Coolbaugh reports.

    

"Some of you may go on to lead successful careers in the world, but I would venture to guess that the majority of you are most excited about your marriage and the children you will bring into this world. I can tell you that my beautiful wife Isabelle would be the first to say that her life truly started when she started living her vocation as a wife and as a mother," he said.

    


Butker said that his wife embraced "one of the most important titles of all. Homemaker."
"Harrison Butker gave a speech in his personal capacity," NFL senior vice president and chief diversity and inclusion officer Jonathan Beane said in a statement. "His views are not those of the NFL as an organization. The NFL is steadfast in our commitment to inclusion, which only makes our league stronger."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Butker also criticized as disparaging to the Catholic Church an article by The Associated Press highlighting a shift toward conservativism in some parts of the church.
The three-time Super Bowl champion delivered his roughly 20-minute address Saturday at the Catholic private liberal arts school in Atchison, Kansas, which is located about 60 miles (97 kilometers) miles north of Kansas City. He received a standing ovation from graduates and other attendees. 

    


Butker, 28, referred to a "deadly sin sort of pride that has a month dedicated to it" in an oblique reference to Pride month. Butker also took aim at Biden's policies, including his condemnation of the Supreme Court's reversal of the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision and advocacy for freedom of choice -- a key campaign issue in the 2024 presidential race.
Biden, who is Catholic, has a fraught history on the issue. He initially opposed the Roe v. Wade decision, saying it went too far. He also opposed federal funding for abortions and supported restrictions on abortions later in pregnancy.
Butker also tackled Biden's response to COVID-19, which has killed nearly 1.2 million people in the U.S., according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
"While COVID might have played a large role throughout your formative years, it is not unique," he said. "Bad policies and poor leadership have negatively impacted major life issues. Things like abortion, IVF, surrogacy, euthanasia, as well as a growing support for degenerate cultural values and media all stem from pervasiveness of disorder."

    


Graduates had mixed views on the speech. ValerieAnne Volpe, 20, who graduated with an art degree, lauded Butker for saying things that "people are scared to say."
"You can just hear that he loves his wife. You can hear that he loves his family," she said.
Elle Wilbers, 22, who is heading to medical school, said she was shocked by Butker's criticism of priests and bishops and his reference to the LGBTQ+ community, one that she described as "horrible."
"We should have compassion for the people who have been told all their life that the person they love is like, it's not OK to love that person," Wilbers said.
Kassidy Neuner, 22, who will spend a gap year teaching before going to law school, said being a stay-at-home parent is "a wonderful decision."
"And it's also not for everybody," Neuner added, saying, "I think that he should have addressed more that it's not always an option. And, if it is your option in life, that's amazing for you. But there's also the option to be a mother and a career woman."

    


The Chiefs declined to comment on Butker's commencement address.
The 2017 seventh-round pick out of Georgia Tech has become of the NFL's best kickers, breaking the Chiefs' franchise record with a 62-yard field goal in 2022. Butker helped them win their first Super Bowl in 50 years in 2020, added a second Lombardi Trophy in 2023, and he kicked the field goal that forced overtime in a Super Bowl win over San Francisco in February.
It has been an embarrassing offseason for the Chiefs, though.
Last month, voters in Jackson County, Missouri, soundly rejected a ballot initiative that would have helped pay for an $800 million renovation to Arrowhead Stadium, home of the Chiefs. Many voters criticized the plan put forward by the Chiefs as catering primarily to VIPs and the wealthy.

    


The same week, wide receiver Rashee Rice turned himself in to Dallas police on multiple charges, including aggravated assault, after he was involved in a high-speed crash that left four people with injuries. Rice has acknowledged being the driver of one of the sports cars that was going in excess of 100 mph (160 kph). 
Last week, law enforcement officials told The Dallas Morning News that Rice also was suspected of assaulting a person at a downtown nightclub. Dallas police did not name Rice as the suspect in detailing a report to The Associated Press.
Chiefs coach Andy Reid said he had spoken to the receiver and the team was letting the legal process play out.
___
Associated Press writer Heather Hollingsworth in Mission, Kansas, contributed to this story.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    [image: A water soaking vehicle removes water from the rain covers as the Indian Premier League cricket match between Gujrat Titans and Sunrisers Hyderabad is delayed due to rain in Hyderabad, India, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo /Mahesh Kumar A.)]
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[image: Gujarat Titans' captain Shubman Gill, right, chats with Sunrisers Hyderabad's captain Pat Cummins as the Indian Premier League cricket match between Gujrat Titans and Sunrisers Hyderabad is delayed due to rain in Hyderabad, India, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo /Mahesh Kumar A.)]
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[image: Ground staff cover the pitch as it rains before the scheduled start of the Indian Premier League cricket match between Gujrat Titans and Sunrisers Hyderabad forcing delay in the start of the match in Hyderabad, India, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo /Mahesh Kumar A.)]
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[image: Fans wait as rain delays the play of an Indian Premier League cricket match between Sunrisers Hyderabad and Gujarat Titans in Hyderabad, India, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.)]
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[image: Fans wait as rain delays the play of an Indian Premier League cricket match between Sunrisers Hyderabad and Gujarat Titans in Hyderabad, India, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.)]
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[image: Groundsmen stand on the rain covers as the Indian Premier League cricket match between Gujrat Titans and Sunrisers Hyderabad is delayed due to rain in Hyderabad, India, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo /Mahesh Kumar A.)]
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                                        HYDERABAD, India (AP) -- Sunrisers Hyderabad became the third team to qualify for the Indian Premier League playoffs after its home game against Gujarat Titans was washed out because of rain on Thursday.
Both teams were awarded one point after persistent rain forced the umpires to call off play at 10:10 p.m. local time. Hyderabad rose to 15 points and could finish among the top two if it beats Punjab Kings in the last league game and Rajasthan Royals loses to table-topper Kolkata Knight Riders.
Gujarat's woeful season ended with 12 points from just five wins as it will finish in the bottom half of the table. It was Gujarat's second successive washout after its previous home game against Kolkata was also abandoned without a ball being bowled because of rain in Ahmedabad.
Kolkata, which has 19 points, is assured of finishing at the top of the table. Rajasthan is the other team to have already qualified for the playoffs with 16 points. Four teams -- Chennai Super Kings, Royal Challengers Bengaluru, Delhi Capitals and Lucknow Super Giants -- all are still in the race for the fourth and final playoff spot.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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[image: FILE - The Netflix logo is shown in this photo from the company's website, in New York, Feb. 2, 2023. Netflix reports their earnings on Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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                                        The NFL's Mike North wasn't considering Christmas Day as part of the 2024 regular-season schedule when preliminary planning began.
Ratings and interest from current and prospective broadcast partners changed that.
Not only is the NFL playing on a Wednesday for only the third time since 1950, it brought on Netflix to carry the games. Netflix will stream two Christmas Day games globally as part of a three-year deal announced Wednesday as the league unveiled the regular-season schedule.
"Last year at this time we weren't really thinking about Christmas Wednesdays. But when you saw the viewership numbers that you saw for Christmas for the tripleheader last year and the tripleheader the year before, the fans have spoken. They want the games there and our broadcast partners want the games there," North, the NFL's vice president of broadcast planning, said during a teleconference Thursday.

    


Netflix will carry two games this year and at least one game in 2025 and '26. Defending Super Bowl champion Kansas City will face Pittsburgh in the first game at 1 p.m. ET, followed by Baltimore at Houston at 4:30 p.m.




The NFL has played a total of 30 games on Christmas Day since 1971, including three last year. It has stayed away from midweek games, though, until this year's Christmas slate. Last year's three games averaged 28.68 million viewers. The early afternoon contest between the Las Vegas Raiders and Kansas City Chiefs averaged 29.48 million.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This marks the fifth straight year of NFL games on Christmas, and they're likely to remain on the schedule for a while. With Christmas falling on a Thursday in 2025, Netflix and Amazon will have one game apiece. There are expected to be at least two Christmas games in 2026, which is a Friday.
With the league continuing to make international inroads, including five games abroad this season, the prospect of partnering with Netflix was too good to pass up. Netflix has 270 million paid memberships in over 190 countries

    


"It is an opportunity for us to expose our game to more people around the world, and that excites us a great deal," said Jeff Miller, the NFL's executive vice president of communications, public affairs and policy.
Hans Schroeder, the executive vice president of NFL Media, said team owners meeting in March were presented with a plan where teams playing on Christmas Day would have their Week 16 games on Saturday, which would give them the same amount of prep time they normally have in a short week when playing on Sunday and Thursday.
The last time the league played on a Wednesday was Dec. 2, 2020, when the Baltimore Ravens' game at the Pittsburgh Steelers was pushed back six days due to COVID-19. The Dallas Cowboys and New York Giants opened the 2012 season on a Wednesday due to President Barack Obama's acceptance speech at the Democratic National Convention taking place on a Thursday.
The latest December regular-season game before this year was Dec. 9, 1925, when the Providence Steam Roller hosted the Chicago Bears.
Netflix began airing NFL programming last year with the series "Quarterback." A series on wide receivers will premiere this year. It also live streamed the Tom Brady roast on May 5 and will have a 10-part documentary series later this year on Jerry Jones and his ownership of the Dallas Cowboys.

    


Netflix's forays into carrying live sports began last year, but they were exhibition events in golf and tennis. It is also scheduled to air the July 20 bout between Mike Tyson and Jake Paul.
Who Netflix will use to announce and produce the holiday doubleheader remains to be determined.
CBS Sports CEO and President David Berson welcomed Netflix even if it meant his network doesn't have a game on Christmas Day.
"Their involvement in no way impacts our schedule and our deal. We have 29 windows, 10 doubleheaders and Thanksgiving. We have plenty of opportunities to showcase (games) and drive massive viewership," Berson said. "We can't possibly have all of the AFC games -- we know some will go to NBC, ESPN, Amazon and in this case Netflix."

    


Even though there have been some criticisms about more games moving to streaming, NFL fans have mostly stayed tuned in.
According to Nielsen figures, last season's 16-game "Thursday Night Football" package on Prime Video averaged 11.86 million viewers, a 24% increase over 2023. Two games had more than 15 million viewers, including 15.3 million for the Nov. 30 matchup between the Seattle Seahawks and Dallas Cowboys.
The Jan. 13 AFC wild-card playoff game between the Miami Dolphins and Kansas City Chiefs on Peacock averaged 23 million, a record for the most-watched event on a streaming service. It also surpassed the audiences for the Saturday night wild-card playoff games that were shown on NBC in two of the past three years.
In keeping with the NFL's longstanding policy on games that are carried on cable or streaming platforms, Netflix's Christmas games will air on broadcast TV in the competing teams' home cities and will be available on mobile devices in the U.S. with NFL+.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    [image: Kazakhstan's goalkeeper Nikita Boyarkin, right, makes a save in front of Sweden's Fabian Zetterlund, center, during the preliminary round match between Kazakhstan and Sweden at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Sweden's Linus Johansson scores his side's second goal past Kazakhstan's goalkeeper Nikita Boyarkin during the preliminary round match between Kazakhstan and Sweden at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Sweden's Linus Johansson, front, celebrates with teammates after scoring his side's second goal during the preliminary round match between Kazakhstan and Sweden at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Austria's goalkeeper David Kickert, center, in action during the preliminary round match between Finland and Austria at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Katerina Sulova/CTK via AP)]
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[image: Finland's Iiro Pakarinen, center, celebrates after scoring during the preliminary round match between Finland and Austria at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Katerina Sulova/CTK via AP)]
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[image: A hockey stick breaks as Finland's Ahti Oksanen, front, and Austria's Peter Schneider, rear, challenge for the puck during the preliminary round match between Finland and Austria at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Katerina Sulova/CTK via AP)]
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[image: Sweden's Linus Johansson, front, celebrates with teammates after scoring his side's second goal during the preliminary round match between Kazakhstan and Sweden at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Sweden's goalkeeper Samuel Ersson makes a save during the preliminary round match between Kazakhstan and Sweden at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Austria's goalkeeper David Kickert, center, in action during the preliminary round match between Finland and Austria at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Katerina Sulova/CTK via AP)]
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Austria's goalkeeper David Kickert, center, in action during the preliminary round match between Finland and Austria at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Katerina Sulova/CTK via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Finland's Iiro Pakarinen, center, celebrates after scoring during the preliminary round match between Finland and Austria at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Katerina Sulova/CTK via AP)]
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[image: A hockey stick breaks as Finland's Ahti Oksanen, front, and Austria's Peter Schneider, rear, challenge for the puck during the preliminary round match between Finland and Austria at the Ice Hockey World Championships in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Katerina Sulova/CTK via AP)]
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                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- Sweden kept a perfect record at the ice hockey world championship by beating Kazakstan 3-1 on Thursday.
Linus Johansson, Marcus Johansson Fabian Zetterlund scored as the Swedes earned a fourth victory to top Group B in Ostrava.
Adil Beketayev scored for Kazakhstan.
In Group A in Prague, Austria stunned Finland 3-2 for its first victory at the tournament and first over Finland at the worlds. Benjamin Baumgartner scored the winner with one second left to complete a rally from two goals down. 
Oliver Kapanen scored his tournament-leading sixth goal and Saku Maenalanen also netted to give Finland a 2-0 lead. 
Mario Huber started the rally and Thimo Nickl tied it midway through the final period for Austria, which took Canada to overtime in its last game before losing 7-6.
Later Thursday, Canada was also looking for a fourth win when it played Norway in Group A and the United States played France in Group B. 
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- The European Olympic Committees' chief and Turkish officials inked an initial agreement on Thursday for Istanbul to host the 2027 European Games, in a move that could boost the city's chances of staging the 2036 Olympics.
The European Olympic Committees picked Turkey's largest city as host at a meeting in March, although the decision still needs to be approved by national members at a meeting in June.
EOC President Spyros Capralos, Turkish Olympic Committee vice president Kazim Ali Kiremitcioglu and Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu signed a memorandum of understanding in a ceremony in Rome, bringing Istanbul closer to hosting the European sports event.
Istanbul has bid to host the Olympics several times and came second to Tokyo in the bid contest for the 2020 Olympics. City officials said last year they want to target the 2036 Summer Games.

    


"We should not forget that Istanbul has been trying many times to organize the Olympic Games. And therefore, I think that organizing a big multi-sport event like the European Games will help in that direction," Capralos said in a video conference with a group of journalists before the signing ceremony.




Imamoglu told dignitaries attending the ceremony in Rome: "Our first and greatest step toward our goal of becoming an Olympic city will be the time-frame when Istanbul will host the 2027 European Games."
In addition to Istanbul, India is also planning to bid for the 2036 Olympics, with the Australian city Brisbane having already been awarded the 2032 games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The International Olympic Committee has changed its process for awarding Olympic games in recent years, inviting preferred candidates for exclusive talks instead of having an open bidding process.
Turkey will also co-host soccer's 2032 European Championship with Italy.
The European Games were first held in 2015 and serves as a continental championship and Olympic qualifier for a number of sports. The 2023 edition in Poland featured nearly 7,000 athletes competing in 29 sports, including athletics, boxing and table tennis.

    


The EOC chief said Istanbul, which has hosted major sporting events in the past, would not be required to build new venues for the European Games.
"The EOC team has already visited various venues in Istanbul and was very impressed," Capralos said.
"Our objective is to use existing facilities and for the government, the municipality and the Olympic Committee to spend money only to improve existing facilities," he added.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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    [image: FILE - Nashville SC head coach Gary Smith walks across the field before an MLS soccer match against Inter Miami Wednesday, May 17, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. Nashville Soccer Club has fired coach Gary Smith, the only head coach in franchise history. The club announced the decision on Thursday, May 16, 2024, describing the move only as Smith's ]
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[image: FILE - Nashville SC head coach Gary Smith during the first half of an MLS soccer match Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Commerce City, Colo. Nashville Soccer Club has fired coach Gary Smith, the only head coach in franchise history. The club announced the decision on Thursday, May 16, 2024, describing the move only as Smith's ]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Nashville SC has fired Gary Smith, the only head coach in franchise history.
The club announced the decision Thursday, describing the move only as Smith's "departure," along with assistant coach Steve Guppy. He is the first MLS coach to be fired this season.
Former Nashville player and current player development coach Rumba Munthali will serve as interim head coach starting with Saturday's game against Atlanta United.
Nashville improved to 3-4-5 this season with Wednesday night's 2-0 win over Toronto FC, when Smith was booed during pre-game introductions.
Smith's seven-season tenure included six consecutive playoff appearances in the USL Championship and Major League Soccer, and the Leagues Cup Final in 2023.
Smith led Nashville SC to 52 MLS wins and three playoff victories. The club reached the playoffs four times and the Eastern Conference semifinals twice.
He won the MLS Cup in 2020 with the Colorado Rapids and later with Atlantic Silverbacks FC in the NASL.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: France's Julian Alaphilippe celebrates winning the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, 6th from right, wearing the pink jersey of the race overall leader, pedals in the pack during the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: The pack of cyclists rides during the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Italy's Mirco Maestri leads France's Julian Alaphilippe during the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | Italy's Mirco Maestri leads France's Julian Alaphilippe during the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: France's Julian Alaphilippe climbs the Monte Giove as he pedals on his way to win the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, 6th from right, wearing the pink jersey of the race overall leader, pedals in the pack during the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP)]
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Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, 6th from right, wearing the pink jersey of the race overall leader, pedals in the pack during the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP)
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[image: Italy's Mirco Maestri leads France's Julian Alaphilippe during the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: France's Julian Alaphilippe climbs the Monte Giove as he pedals on his way to win the 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race from Martinsicuro to Fano, Italy, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP)]
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                                        FANO, Italy (AP) -- Two-time world champion Julian Alaphilippe won the hilly 12th stage of the Giro d'Italia on Thursday with a solo breakaway, while Tadej Pogacar finished safely in the main pack to retain the pink jersey.
It was Alaphilippe's first victory in the Giro, to go with his six stage wins at the Tour de France and one at the Spanish Vuelta -- plus his back-to-back world titles in 2020 and 2021.
"I hadn't planned on a 125-kilometer breakaway," Alaphilippe said. "It's a splendid victory after a rough period."
Alaphilippe clocked slight more than 4 hours over the 193-kilometer (120-mile) route from Martinsicuro to Fano, which started flat along the coast but then cut inland for four fourth-category climbs.
Jhonatan Narvaez edged Quinten Hermans in a two-man sprint for second, 31 seconds behind Alaphilippe.
Pogacar and the peloton finished more than 5 minutes back.

    


Two-time Tour de France champion Pogacar remained 2 minutes, 40 seconds ahead of Daniel Martinez and 2:56 ahead of Geraint Thomas as he attempts to win both the Giro and the Tour this year.
"If there wasn't the overall standings to worry about, I would have thought about trying to win this stage," Pogacar said. "Alaphilippe showed that he's back. Only champions are capable of actions like that."




Sprinter Fabio Jakobsen abandoned the race before the stage started after crashing on Wednesday.
Stage 13 on Friday follows an entirely flat route from Riccione to Cento.
Then there's an individual time trial on Saturday, followed by three consecutive mountain legs.
The Giro ends in Rome in 10 days.
___
AP cycling: https://apnews.com/hub/cycling
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The Queen's Club will stage a women's tennis tournament next year for the first time in more than a half-century, though it may prove to be a one-off.
The WTA event will take place the week after the French Open, ushering in the start of tennis' short grass-court campaign and putting it among the warmup tournaments for Wimbledon. The men's ATP Tour event will be held the following week.
Male players have raised concerns that the quality of the grass at Queen's Club will be impacted by a women's tournament being staged there first, and Chris Pollard, director of major events and digital at the Lawn Tennis Association, said the arrangement could end up only being for a year.
"We have absolute confidence that we can stage a two-week event at the Queen's Club," Pollard said. "Obviously the championships at Wimbledon prove that grass can withstand two weeks of tennis. We've got independent data that really provides a lot of evidence that the men's week will not suffer in any way, shape or form.

    


"We've had many discussions with both tours in respect of that. (The ATP) have given the green light for the tournament to take place in 2025 and we continue to have an ongoing dialogue with them in respect of the success of the 2025 tournament.




Pollard said the ATP Tour "would like to consider what happens after 2025."
"But," he said, "we remain in very close dialogue with them on that point and remain very confident that it will be a permanent change."
The calendar change will see the WTA grass-court tournaments in Birmingham and Eastbourne, also in England, reduced in status.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        Adrian Newey expects to join another Formula 1 team once he's had a "bit of a holiday" after leaving Red Bull.
Newey is stepping down as Red Bull's chief technical officer early next year. He will be free to join another team and could help whichever one he joins to develop its 2026 car when the next major change in regulations is due.
"I've wanted to work in motor racing, as a designer, since I was the age of eight or 10, and I've been lucky enough to fulfil that ambition, to have got that first job, and been in motor racing ever since," the 65-year-old Newey told his manager Eddie Jordan in an interview posted on YouTube on Thursday.
"I love what I do, so at some point I guess I'll have a bit of a holiday and as Forrest Gump said at the end of his long run, 'I feel a little bit tired at the moment,' but at some point I'll probably go again."

    


Newey joined Red Bull in 2006 and helped the team win seven drivers' titles -- including the last three seasons for Max Verstappen -- and six constructors' titles.
Newey's departure from Red Bull comes in the wake of team principal Christian Horner being accused of "inappropriate behavior" by a female employee. Horner was exonerated by Red Bull's parent company GmbH and has always denied the claims.
___
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                                        EA Sports revealed a release date of the College Football 25 video game on Thursday and a cover image that features Michigan running back Donovan Edwards, Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers and Colorado two-way player Travis Hunter.
The game will launch July 19 for PlayStation 5 and Xbox Series X'S.
The video-game developer unveiled the standard cover of the game after a photo of its deluxe edition was leaked last week.
All three cover athletes are active players for the first time in the game franchise's history. They said name, image and likeness money played no role in their decision to accept the cover offer.
"It's going to be such a big game," Ewers said on a video call with reporters. "Just being on the cover itself is plenty enough for me and I'm not even worried about the NIL aspect."
EA Sports College Football 25 will be EA's first college football game in over a decade.

    


Edwards said some of the best moments of his childhood involved playing EA Sports college football games with his best friend.
"Just for it to be back, as well as to be on the cover of it, it's an awesome feeling," he said.


Edwards broke onto the scene in 2022 when he rushed for 216 yards and two touchdowns in a win over Ohio State. He had 104 yards rushing and two touchdowns on just six carries in Michigan's national championship win over Washington last season.
Ewers led Texas to a victory over Alabama at the beginning of the season last year and a College Football Playoff appearance in the school's final season in the Big 12. The Longhorns lost to Washington in the semifinals. Ewers and Texas will compete in the Southeastern Conference this season along with rival Oklahoma.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hunter, who plays cornerback and wide receiver, was a top recruit out of high school who shocked the landscape when he decided to enroll at Jackson State in 2021 to be coached by Deion Sanders. He followed Sanders to Colorado through the transfer portal in 2022.

    


Hunter said he is honored to be a cover athlete representing Colorado.
"I mean, I got a lot of little kids looking up to me," he said. "Stay humble, stay focused. ... Let the kids know you got to continue to work. As long as you're humble and chase your dreams you'll be able to fulfill everything you want to fulfill."
The game will feature all 134 Football Bowl Subdivision schools.
EA Sports offered FBS players a minimum of $600 and a copy of the game to have their likeness included in it. It also offered some players NIL deals to promote the game through an ambassador program.
More than 11,000 players have accepted an offer to be in the game.
College Football 25 will be the first version of EA Sports' college football franchise to be released since 2013, when the game stopped being made amid lawsuits accusing it of using players' likeness without paying them. The NCAA's approval in 2021 of players being able to profit from their brand opened the door for the game to be made again.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (AP) -- The Buffalo Bills addressed their depth at safety by signing Dee Delaney to a one-year contract on Thursday.
The 29-year-old Delaney has five seasons of NFL experience, including the past three with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, where he had five starts in 49 appearances. An undrafted free agent out of The Citadel, he broke into the NFL playing two games with Jacksonville in 2018, and spent the next season appearing in one game with Washington.
Delaney joins a Bills team in transition at safety, following the breakup of the Micah Hyde and Jordan Poyer starting tandem that had been together since 2017. Poyer was cut in March and has since signed with Miami, while Hyde is unsigned and considering retirement.
Returning backup Taylor Rapp and offseason addition Mike Edwards are projected to take over as starters on a unit that also includes Cole Bishop, who was selected in the second round of the draft last month.

    


Buffalo freed up a roster spot by releasing recently signed receiver Quintez Cephus, who became expendable after the team added free agent Marquez Valdes-Scantling on Tuesday.
Cephus, who spent his first three NFL seasons with Detroit, was seeking a fresh start after missing the entire 2023 season as part of a league suspension for betting on NFL games in 2022. 
___
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Ticket sales for a Belgium-Israel match in Brussels in the UEFA Nations League have been paused because of security concerns.
The game is scheduled for Sept. 6 at King Baudouin Stadium.
"The Royal Belgian Football Union is in constant contact with the security services, the city of Brussels and the federal government," the soccer body said in a statement on Thursday. "The security situation is being analyzed and developments are being closely monitored."
Federation CEO Piet Vandendriessche said, "Safety comes first, always."
Ticket sales for other Belgium home matches against France on Oct. 14 and Italy on Nov. 14 are going ahead as planned.
Hundreds of pro-Palestinian demonstrators have repeatedly taken to the streets of Brussels since the start of the war between Israel and Hamas.
Belgium has been hit repeatedly by extremist attacks. Last year, a soccer game between Belgium and Sweden was suspended at halftime following a gunman fatally shooting two Swedes in Brussels before kickoff.
___
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    [image: Manchester City's Erling Haaland celebrates scoring his side's second goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Tottenham Hotspur and Manchester City at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London, Tuesday, May 14, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola waits for the start of the English Premier League soccer match between Fulham and Manchester City at the Craven Cottage Stadium in London, Saturday, May 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: Arsenal's players celebrates after winning the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Arsenal at the Old Trafford Stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Arsenal won 1-0. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | Arsenal's players celebrates after winning the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Arsenal at the Old Trafford Stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Arsenal won 1-0. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Arsenal's manager Mikel Arteta reacts during the English Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Bournemouth at Emirates Stadium in London, England, Saturday, May 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)]
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[image: Liverpool's manager Jurgen Klopp greets supporters at the end of the English Premier League soccer match between Aston Villa and Liverpool at the Villa Park stadium in Birmingham, England, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)]
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[image: West Ham United manager David Moyes applauds the fans at the end of the English Premier League soccer between West Ham United and Luton Town match at the London Stadium, London, Saturday May 11, 2024. (Victoria Jones/PA via AP)]
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[image: Luton Town manager Rob Edwards applauds the fans after an English Premier League soccer match against Everton at Kenilworth Road, Luton, Friday May 3, 2024. (Bradley Collyer/PA via AP)]
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    [image: Manchester City's Erling Haaland celebrates scoring his side's second goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Tottenham Hotspur and Manchester City at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London, Tuesday, May 14, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola waits for the start of the English Premier League soccer match between Fulham and Manchester City at the Craven Cottage Stadium in London, Saturday, May 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: Arsenal's players celebrates after winning the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Arsenal at the Old Trafford Stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Arsenal won 1-0. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | Arsenal's players celebrates after winning the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Arsenal at the Old Trafford Stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Arsenal won 1-0. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7
Arsenal's players celebrates after winning the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Arsenal at the Old Trafford Stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Arsenal won 1-0. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Arsenal's manager Mikel Arteta reacts during the English Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Bournemouth at Emirates Stadium in London, England, Saturday, May 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)]
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[image: Liverpool's manager Jurgen Klopp greets supporters at the end of the English Premier League soccer match between Aston Villa and Liverpool at the Villa Park stadium in Birmingham, England, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)]
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[image: West Ham United manager David Moyes applauds the fans at the end of the English Premier League soccer between West Ham United and Luton Town match at the London Stadium, London, Saturday May 11, 2024. (Victoria Jones/PA via AP)]
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                                        Manchester City is bidding to make history. Jurgen Klopp is bidding farewell.
The English Premier League is heading toward a dramatic and emotional finale on Sunday, with the title race between Man City -- seeking an unprecedented fourth straight top-flight championship -- and Arsenal going to the wire and taking center stage on an afternoon when goals and tears usually flow.
Many of those tears will likely come at Anfield where Klopp, the eccentric German who has bestrode the league for nearly nine years with his heavy-metal football and big grin, takes charge of his last game at Liverpool.
Klopp is definitely leaving. For other managers, the future is more uncertain.
Take those leading the three teams -- Chelsea, Newcastle, Manchester United -- who are looking to secure qualification for one of the European competitions. Mauricio Pochettino, Eddie Howe and Erik ten Hag, respectively, cannot be sure they'll be in the same job next season.

    


What's all but mathematically sure is that Luton is heading back to the second-tier Championship as the third relegated team. It will require a bizarre set of results to keep it up and send fourth-from-last Nottingham Forest down, meaning all three promoted clubs -- Sheffield United, Burnley, Luton -- will have lasted just one season in the league.




Most eyes, however, will be on the title race that has been tight but maybe not as absorbing as it could have been. That's because City -- a trophy-hoarding machine led by Pep Guardiola -- has long made a habit of finishing seasons on long winning runs, taking the tension out of what otherwise would be nerve-racking run-ins.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Beating Tottenham 2-0 on Tuesday left City with a two-point lead over Arsenal and knowing a win over West Ham will seal a fourth successive title, a feat which hasn't been achieved in England's top division since league play began in the sport's motherland in 1888.

    


City's future is also somewhat up in the air, given a date has been set -- reportedly near the end of 2024 -- for proceedings to be heard in a sports tribunal regarding the charges against the Abu Dhabi-owned club for about 80 alleged breaches of the Premier League financial rules and 30 more relating to City's alleged failure to cooperate with an investigation. If found guilty, penalties could include an expulsion from the top division.
For some, it leaves a cloud over City's successes but what few can deny is the genius of Guardiola, who is looking to clinch a sixth league title in eight years at Etihad Stadium.
If City fails to beat West Ham, Arsenal -- without a league title since the "Invincibles" in 2004 -- can snatch the trophy by beating Everton at home.
In a scenario where City draws and Arsenal wins, the teams would finish tied on 89 points and Arsenal would be first on goal difference.
Arsenal fans might not want to get too excited, though. West Ham, playing for the last time under departing manager David Moyes, has conceded five goals in each of its last two away games and City has not lost in any competition since Dec. 6, a run of 34 matches.

    


KLOPP'S FAREWELL
So, it's not the dream farewell for Klopp -- there will be no second Premier League title to go out with -- but Liverpool's supporters are sure to give a fitting sendoff to a manager who hasn't just led the club to eight trophies and helped regain its luster on the European stage. He has forged a connection with the port city and earned an iconic status, to boot.
Piling up the goals against Wolverhampton would be one way for Liverpool's players to thank their manager, who is sure to give The Kop one last flurry of fist pumps after the game.
EUROPEAN QUALIFICATION
While the four Champions League qualifiers -- City, Arsenal, Liverpool and Aston Villa -- have been confirmed, there are still some loose ends to tie up regarding who goes into the minor European competitions.
Tottenham needs a point at last-placed Sheffield United to guarantee fifth place and a berth in the Europa League.
Sixth-placed Chelsea (60), seventh-placed Newcastle (57) and eighth-placed Man United (57) are separated by three points ahead of games against Bournemouth, Brentford and Brighton, respectively. The sixth-place finisher will likely get into the Europa League and seventh place a Europa Conference League spot.

    


Man United will have a second opportunity for European qualification when it plays the FA Cup final against Man City on May 25.
RELEGATION
For Luton, the equation is as simple as it is improbable: it needs to beat Fulham at home and for Forest to lose at already-relegated Burnley. Added to that, there must also be a swing in goal difference of 12 between Luton and Forest.
Luton's players and manager Rob Edwards already appeared resigned to their fate last week after losing at West Ham.
___
Steve Douglas is at https://twitter.com/sdouglas80
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: Leverkusen's head coach Xabi Alonso talks to his players during a training session at a media day of Bayer Leverkusen in Leverkusen, Germany, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Bayer Leverkusen will play Atalanta Bergamo at the Europa League Final in Dublin next week. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Leverkusen's Borja Iglesias embraces Leverkusen's Jeremie Frimpong during a training session at a media day of Bayer Leverkusen in Leverkusen, Germany, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Bayer Leverkusen will play Atalanta Bergamo at the Europa League Final in Dublin next week. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Leverkusen's Victor Boniface runs in front during a training session at a media day of Bayer Leverkusen in Leverkusen, Germany, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Bayer Leverkusen will play Atalanta Bergamo at the Europa League Final in Dublin next week. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Leverkusen's Jonathan Tah exercises during a training session at a media day of Bayer Leverkusen in Leverkusen, Germany, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Bayer Leverkusen will play Atalanta Bergamo at the Europa League Final in Dublin next week. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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                                        LEVERKUSEN, Germany (AP) -- Bayer Leverkusen coach Xabi Alonso and his players have spent all season trying to play down their remarkable achievements.
No longer.
"Three games left for immortality," is how goalkeeper Lukas Hradecky sums up the situation ahead of a run of games which could cement his team's season as one of the greatest ever in European soccer.
Leverkusen has been confirmed as German champion for more than a month. On Saturday against Augsburg it can become the first team ever to complete a full Bundesliga campaign unbeaten.
As if that wasn't enough, Alonso's team then plays Atalanta in the Europa League final in Dublin on Wednesday and Kaiserslautern in the German Cup final in Berlin three days after that on the hunt for an historic treble.
When the season began in August, no one expected Leverkusen could do this well, not even Alonso.

    


"The target was obviously to qualify for the Champions League but beyond that target, my goal was to play well," Alonso says. "After two or three Bundesliga games, I had the feeling that we could have a good season and now what we have done is super. We have the chance to do a little bit more to have an historic season."




Just two months ago, Alonso refused to even discuss the Bundesliga title race, even as title challenger Bayern Munich crumbled and Leverkusen's lead grew.
It's been a similar story with the looming prospect of an unbeaten season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We only really started talking about it two or three weeks ago," defender Josip Stanisic says. "Before that it somehow wasn't an issue. There were far too may games left, anyway, and you know anything can happen at any time. Now we've got three games to go and it would be sad if we were to lose one of those three."
Even as Leverkusen's players ready for these last three crucial games, there are questions around how many key players the club can keep.

    


Stanisic is the likeliest to be leaving because the Croatia defender is only at Leverkusen on loan from Bayern Munich. Even though he had a decisive impact on the title race by scoring against Bayern in February, there's no sign as yet of Leverkusen making any move to keep Stanisic permanently.
Alonso's decision to stay with Leverkusen in March after being linked with Bayern and Liverpool was a signal that he wants to keep his squad together and see how much more they could achieve in the Champions League.
Still, German newspaper Sport Bild reported this week that right back Jeremie Frimpong could seek to leave. Frimpong, who has 14 goals in all competitions this season, is contracted through 2028. "I'm not thinking about staying, going, things like this," Frimpong said last month when asked about his plans.
Alonso didn't comment directly on Frimpong's future but underlined the speedy Dutch wing back's importance to the team, adding that the way Leverkusen plays gets the best out of him.
"Since the first day, Jerry has been a key player for us and for myself," Alonso said. "He's a great guy, his personality, he brings a lot of joy to the locker room, so you need to keep him having this joy, but as well, becoming more mature. That's why he has developed this year not just as a football player, as a professional as well. And on the pitch he's so special. You can't find many Jeremie Frimpongs. And for us, he's very, very specialist in our system, and I think it's almost a tailor-made system for Jerry."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        A look at some of the anniversaries this year at the PGA Championship:
100 years ago (1924)
One year after losing to Gene Sarazen in the championship match, Walter Hagen captured the second of his five PGA Championship titles with a 2-up victory over Jim Barnes in Indiana. He also defeated Barnes in the 1921 finals. Sarazen lost in the second round at French Links Springs to Larry Nobholtz, and thus PGA domination returned to Hagen. With the victory, he had two PGAs, two British Opens and two U.S. Opens. Hagen would go on to win the next three PGA Championships.
The AP Story: "Walter Hagen of New York added another title to his list today by defeating James Barnes of New York, 2 up, in the 36-hole finals for the national professional golf championship over the French Lick course. Hagen, who has won virtually every open title in the world and now is possessor for the second time in three years of the British open crown, had a narrow escape today at the hands of the tall Englishman."

    


75 years ago (1949)
Sam Snead became the first player to win the Masters and the PGA Championship in the same year when he beat Johnny Palmer, 3 and 2, at Hermitage Country Club in Virginia. Ben Hogan was unable to defend his title having nearly lost his life in a car accident at the start of the year. Snead, at 37 the oldest PGA champion at the time, had only one match go to the final hole, a 1-up victory over Dave Douglas in the third round. Only two other players have won the Masters and PGA in the same year since then -- Jack Burke Jr. in 1956 and Jack Nicklaus in 1963 and 1975.




The AP story: "Sammy Snead swung a skittish putter, a sizzling niblick and his usual terrific woods today to win the Professional Golfers Association championship from Johnny Palmer 3 and 2. Snead becomes the first man in golf to win the PGA and the Masters in one season. And at 37 he is the oldest man to win a PGA -- putting to shame Gene Sarazen's often quoted speech that you can't win big championships after you're 35."
50 years ago (1974)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lee Trevino continued his mastery over Jack Nicklaus in the majors. Despite opening with a 73 that put him in a tie for 43rd, the Merry Mex followed with 66-68-69 for a one-shot victory over Nicklaus at Tanglewood Golf Club in North Carolina. Nicklaus was trying to become the first player to win the PGA in back-to-back years in stroke play. It was the fourth time Nicklaus was runner-up to Trevino in majors after the 1968 U.S. Open, the 1971 U.S. Open and the 1972 British Open. Sam Snead tied for third, three shots behind, at age 62.

    


The AP story: "Every tournament I enter, I figure if I can beat Jack Nicklaus I'm gonna do pretty good, maybe win the championship," Lee Trevino said. He did it again Sunday. This time it was a head-to-head confrontation with Nicklaus in the final round of the PGA Championship -- the last of the year's four major tests of golf. Trevino, armed with a new putter and the old, unbounded confidence, put together a solid 69, one under par on the hilly, heavily wooded Tanglewood Golf Club course, and gained his fifth major title with a 276 total -- one shot ahead of Nicklaus."

    


25 years ago (1999)
Tiger Woods had gone 10 majors with winning since his 12-shot victory in the 1997 Masters. But once his swing changes with Butch Harmon took hold in the spring, he was hard to beat. Sergio Garcia, the 19-year-old rookie from Spain, nearly pulled it off. Garcia rallied from a five-shot deficit at Medinah, once saving par after gouging a shot out of the base of a tree. Woods made a clutch par putt on the 17th and held on to win by one. That was the start of Woods winning five of six majors. Garcia would have to wait 18 years to finally win a major.
The AP story: "The only thing that belonged to Tiger Woods was what mattered the most -- winning the PGA Championship. Everything else was the property of 19-year-old Sergio Garcia, who stole the show at Medinah Country Club and almost robbed Woods of another major championship. Woods, 23, became the youngest player since Seve Ballesteros in 1980 to win two majors."
20 years ago (2004)
In the first major at Whistling Straits, Vijay Singh won his second PGA title with the highest final round (76) by a champion. Justin Leonard had a two-shot lead with five holes to play until his putter went cold. That led to a three-hole aggregate playoff that included Chris DiMarco. Singh had not made a birdie Sunday until nearly driving the 10th green to set up birdie. Leonard and DiMarco couldn't catch him, and the big Fijian had his third major.

    


The AP story: "The only birdie Vijay Singh made all day was the only one that mattered. Singh took advantage of a late collapse by Justin Leonard to get into a three-way playoff Sunday at Whistling Straits, then made the only birdie over the three extra holes to win the final major of the year. Despite closing with a 4-over 76 -- the highest winning score ever by a PGA champion -- and taking 34 putts in regulation, Singh nearly drove the green on the first of three playoff holes and made a 6-foot putt."

    


10 years ago (2014)
Rory McIlroy capped off the best summer of his career by winning his second straight major. He had an easy time at Royal Liverpool in July. He had to maneuver around Phil Mickelson, Rickie Fowler and Henrik Stenson in a dynamic conclusion to a rain-soaked week at Valhalla that nearly didn't finish. McIlroy in the final group teed off as Mickelson and Fowler were still in the fairway. McIlroy closed with a 4-under 68 for a one-shot victory over Mickelson, whose runner-up finish secured a spot on his 10th straight Ryder Cup team.
The AP story: "Rory McIlroy stood over a 10-inch putt in gathering darkness to win the PGA Championship as flashes from thousands of camera lit up Valhalla like a rock concert. Everyone wanted to capture a moment from golf's latest coronation. In his biggest test, McIlroy played his best golf Sunday to win his second straight major and establish himself as golf's next star. The final major was pure theater with an All-Star cast -- Phil Mickelson, Rickie Fowler, Henrik Stenson all with a share of the lead on the back nine. The final two hours were filled with eagles and birdies, with tension and chaos."
5 years ago (2019)
The PGA Championship moved to May for the first time in some seven decades, and Brooks Koepka joined Tiger Woods as the only back-to-back winners in stroke play. It was a lot harder than it should have been. Koepka set the 36-hole major championship record at 128 (63-65) and set PGA record for largest 36- and 54-hole leads (seven shots for both). But he began to fade on the back nine at Bethpage Black as Dustin Johnson charged. The lead was down to one until Johnson made a pair of bogeys. Koepka won by two shots for his fourth major.
The AP story: "Brooks Koepka took his place in PGA Championship history with a wire-to-wire victory, minus the style points. In a raging wind that turned Bethpage Black into a beast, Koepka lost all but one shot of his record seven-shot lead Sunday. He lost the brutal Long Island crowd, which began chanting "DJ!" for Dustin Johnson. But he delivered the key shots over the closing stretch, and Koepka closed with a 4-over 74 for a two-shot victory. Koepka said at the start of the week that majors are sometimes the easiest to win. This one should have been. It wasn't."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    [image: Scottie Scheffler chips to the green on the 18th hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Scottie Scheffler hits his tee shot on the 18th hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Tiger Woods hits from the bunker on the seventh hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Tiger Woods catches a ball on the seventh hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Tiger Woods speaks during a news conference at the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, speaks during a news conference at the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, walks to the green on the 12th hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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[image: Brooks Koepka speaks during a news conference at the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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[image: Scottie Scheffler hits his tee shot on the 18th hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Tiger Woods hits from the bunker on the seventh hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Tiger Woods catches a ball on the seventh hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Tiger Woods speaks during a news conference at the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, speaks during a news conference at the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, walks to the green on the 12th hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- Right when it felt like there was no stopping Scottie Scheffler on any of golf's biggest stages, along came a few viable candidates, just in time for the PGA Championship.
Rory McIlroy has won his last two starts, hitting top form as he returns to Valhalla Golf Club, the site of his 2014 PGA title, which also happens to be the last major he won.
Defending champion Brooks Koepka bounced back from a 45th-place finish at the Masters, which Scheffler won in a runway, for a victory on the LIV Tour.
Scheffler, meanwhile, already has four wins this year: at The Players, the Masters, Harbor Town and the Arnold Palmer Invitational. What could possibly slow him down? Well, his wife, Meredith, gave birth to a baby boy, Bennett, on May 8.
"I was sitting there with a newborn in my arms and the green jacket in the closet," Scheffler said of the off time he spent after Bennett was born. "It was a pretty special time, I think, at home. But at the same time, I think the competitiveness in me doesn't let me reflect too much and I was trying to do my best to get ready to play this week." 

    


When Scheffler tees off Thursday, he'll be trying to become the first player since Jordan Spieth in 2015 to win the year's first two majors. 




Some other storylines to watch this week at Valhalla.
TIGER STAMINA
Even with all the injuries that have piled up over the years, Tiger Woods says he still thinks he can win tournaments. He took a bit of encouragement out of the Masters, where he made the cut for the record 24th straight time, but faded on the weekend and finished at 16 over, in last place.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Valhalla is not Augusta, but it is hilly, and it has been raining most of the week, which makes any long walk that much tougher.
"I can still hit shots. Getting around is more of the difficulty that I face day-to-day and the recovery of pushing myself either in practice or in competition days," Woods said. "You saw it at Augusta. I was there after two days and didn't do very well on the weekend."

    


CAREER SLAM
Spieth needs the PGA to become the sixth player to complete the career grand slam. He has not been playing great this year -- his only top-five finish came in the season-opener on Maui -- but nobody has a knack for turning nothing into something quite like Spieth, who has one title each at the Masters, U.S. and British Opens.
Spieth hasn't won a major since 2017 at Royal Birkdale when his famous 3-iron from the driving range helped him capture the British.
"I mean, I'm aware," Spieth said of a long-running quest for the career slam that is now going on its eighth year. "It's very cool, but I would take any and all and as many majors as possible regardless of where they come."
RORY DRAMA
McIlroy comes to Valhalla the same week as he filed for divorce i n a move very few outside his orbit saw coming. At his pre-tournament news conference, he refused to take questions about the news, which landed Monday.
When asked how he was doing on a personal level, his answer was short. 
"I'm ready to play this week," he said. 
Last week, he shot 65 on Sunday to overtake Xander Schauffele and win his 26th career PGA Tour title. Two weeks before that, he and Shane Lowry won in New Orleans to capture the tour's only two-man team event. 

    


The last man to make a major his third straight win on tour was McIlroy, back in 2014, when he won the British Open, the Bridgestone Invitational and the PGA in three straight starts. (Scheffler could also accomplish this feat with a win.)
KOEPKA IS MAJOR
A win for Koepka this week would give him four PGA titles, tying him with Woods and leaving him one behind Jack Nicklaus for the most in the stroke-play era that began in 1958.
Koepka, who values majors over all else, has as many wins in those tournaments (5) as he did in regular events in the U.S. and Europe before he left for LIV Golf in 2022. 
This would also mark his second back-to-back run of PGAs. He won his first two at Bellerive and Bethpage in 2018-19. He compared Valhalla more to Bethpage.
"Here and Bethpage, if you miss a fairway, if you have a 5-iron in, I think there's a good chance you're not reaching the green," he said. "Maybe you can if you catch a great lie, but odds are you're not. That's a common trait with what the PGA has most recently been doing." 
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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                                        When the NFL schedule gets released, fans and commentators obsess over how many prime-time appearances teams will make. 
However, the biggest competition and most attention when it comes to formulating the schedule each year is the late afternoon window for Fox and CBS.
The 4:25 p.m. Sunday spot is the most-viewed game of the week. Last season for the first time in many years, CBS edged Fox in the showcase window.
CBS averaged 24.64 million viewers in their 10 doubleheader weeks while Fox averaged 24.62 million.
With the importance of that spot, it isn't a surprise the Kansas City Chiefs and Dallas Cowboys will be showcased often.
Fox received the most-desired game on the schedule with the Chiefs visiting the San Francisco 49ers on Oct. 20. It will mark the first time since Fox started carrying the NFL in 1994 that it has a Super Bowl rematch.

    


It is also the only regular-season Chiefs game Fox will carry.
"We think a lot about having one good Kansas City game, and we got the best one of them all," said Mike Mulvihill, Fox president for insights and analytics. 
With the league shying away from putting rematches on the same network that aired the Super Bowl, CBS made Chiefs-Bills its top request.




The Nov. 17 game in Buffalo, a rematch of last season's AFC divisional round game, marks the fifth straight year Patrick Mahomes and Josh Allen will meet in the regular season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We felt like as the home of the AFC, we should continue to tell that story," CBS Sports CEO and President David Berson said.
CBS will also feature Kansas City's Sept. 15 game against Cincinnati and Sept. 29 at the Los Angeles Chargers.
Dallas gets the top treatment on Fox three times the first six weeks. The Cowboys' Sept. 8 opener at Cleveland marks the first time since 2019 Fox has had them in Week 1. It also has them hosting Baltimore on Sept. 22 and Detroit on Oct. 13.

    


Fox also returns to having the exclusive Week 1 doubleheader as the Cowboys-Browns game will be Tom Brady's debut as an analyst.
"I just feel like with what we've got for our showcase window in the first half of the season, that's about as close to a best-case scenario as it could be for us," Mulvihill said. "We made it a point with the league that we wanted to establish a stronger narrative in September."
Besides the Chiefs, Berson also has some strong NFC matchups for the late window, including Dallas at Philadelphia on Nov. 10 -- one of three Eagles appearances in CBS's doubleheader window -- and Green Bay at the Los Angeles Rams on Oct. 6.
Both networks will have doubleheaders on Dec. 15 -- instead of Week 1 -- and the last week of the regular season on Jan. 5.
"Is it better to do it later in the season when you have a better sense of where all the teams are and how to get the right teams into those windows?" said Hans Schroeder, the executive vice president of NFL Media. "We continue to tweak and evolve. If teams play their way on, we have a chance to look at that we wouldn't have in Week 1."
EARLY COUSINS
After Aaron Rodgers suffered a season-ending Achilles tendon injury on the first drive of the season, the league might have learned its lesson when it came to scheduling appearances for the top quarterback in free agency.

    


Kirk Cousins and the Atlanta Falcons will make four prime-time appearances -- three in the first five weeks. The Falcons are at Philadelphia on Monday night on Sept. 16, host Kansas City on NBC's "Sunday Night Football" six days later and face Tampa Bay on "Thursday Night Football" on Oct. 2.
Last year the Jets had six prime-time games, including the Monday night opener when Rodgers was hurt on the fourth snap of his debut with New York.
PRIME DIVISION?
Amazon Prime Video's third season has division matchups for 12 of its 16 games, up from five last season.
Six teams will appear twice on "Thursday Night Football" after the league adjusted its policy last year. When Thursday night games became a season-long package in 2012, the league mandated all teams would play at least once.
The schedule begins with Bills at Dolphins on Sept. 12, Patriots at Jets on Sept. 19 and Cowboys at Giants on Sept. 26.

    


This year's Black Friday game is Las Vegas at Kansas City on Nov. 29.
"In general, there's a lot of upside with divisional matchups," said Jeff Kaiser, Amazon Prime Video's head of sports programming. "It's nice to see the balance and the way it's spread across the season. There should be intrigue with teams within divisions fighting for playoff spots." 
MONDAY NIGHT HIGHLIGHTS
San Francisco bookends the "Monday Night Football" package. The 49ers host the Jets in the season opener on Sept. 9 and then host Detroit on Dec. 30 in a rematch of the NFC championship game.
Six teams will make multiple Monday night appearances. Of the 25 games on ABC, ESPN and ESPN+, 11 are interconference matchups but Rosalyn Durant, ESPN's executive vice president for programming and acquisitions, likes the strength and depth of the schedule.

    


"We have the Chiefs twice, we have the Cowboys twice in Dallas. We have strong matchups throughout the schedule," she said. "There are plenty of storylines that should have broad appeal."
ESPN also has the Harbaugh Bowl three days before Thanksgiving on Nov. 25, when John Harbaugh's Baltimore Ravens take on Jim Harbaugh's Chargers in Los Angeles. Many thought that might be a Thanksgiving night or Christmas game.
Due to last year's writers strike, ABC carried most of the Monday night schedule, but it returns to four simulcasts and three exclusive games. ABC also has both Week 18 Saturday matchups.
SUNDAY NIGHT SURPRISE
Last year, the odds of a Chicago-Houston matchup being on NBC's "Sunday Night Football" would have been staggering. But with the Bears taking Caleb Williams with the top pick in this year's draft and C.J. Stroud leading the Texans to the divisional round of the playoffs last year, it will get the prime time treatment on Sept. 15.
"That's a matchup any football fan wants to take in and look at maybe the future of the league," NBC Sports President Rick Cordella said.
NBC's first six games feature strong quarterback matchups, especially the three in Week 1 with Baltimore's Lamar Jackson visiting Kansas City's Patrick Mahomes in the Sept. 5 Kickoff Game; Green Bay's Jordan Love taking on Philadelphia's Jalen Hurts in Brazil the next night on Peacock; and the Rams' Matthew Stafford facing Detroit's Jared Goff on Sept. 8.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Nine years after his debut, Kylian Mbappe bids farewell to the French league when Paris Saint-Germain visits struggling Metz on Sunday.
He has a last chance to add to his club-record tally of 256 goals, including 191 in the league. 
"A page is turning, a chapter of my life is closing," the 25-year-old Mbappe said after being voted by his peers as the French league's best player for the fifth time. "I leave with my head held high, having done all that I could."
The French Cup final on May 25 against Lyon will be his last game in a PSG jersey, then Mbappe makes a widely expected move to join Spanish giant Real Madrid.
Mbappe and Madrid have yet to announce the deal.
MBAPPE'S RISE
"I will miss it," Mbappe said of playing in France. "It's the only league I've known."
Mbappe was approaching his 17th birthday when he went on as a substitute for Monaco at Stade Louis II in December 2015. A few months later he scored his first goal, breaking France great Thierry Henry's record as the club's youngest scorer. 

    


He hadn't even signed his first professional contract yet but the secret was out that there was a star in the making; a talent not seen in Ligue 1 since Karim Benzema broke into the Lyon side at 17.




The following season, Mbappe's goals helped Monaco win Ligue 1 and reach the Champions League semifinals.
GOALS GALORE
This has been his second straight season with 40 or more goals and third overall. With two games left to play, he has a career-high 44. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mbappe played alongside stars like Neymar, Angel Di Maria, Edinson Cavani and Lionel Messi, and won six league titles with PSG. He will also finish as the league top scorer for the sixth time, and fifth outright after sharing the 2020 award with Monaco's Wissam Ben Yedder.
Mbappe confirmed last Friday he is leaving at season's end, having already told PSG in February.
He felt emotional when highlights of his career in French soccer were shown on a big screen during Monday night's awards ceremony.

    


"When I looked at the footage it felt like a part of my life (was) being extinguished," he said. "There's the excitement about discovering something new but also emotion; the sentiment of leaving my country behind and carrying on my path."
The path hasn't always been smooth.
He failed to score in the knockout stages of the pandemic-shortened Champions League in 2020 -- missing good chances in the final when PSG lost to Bayern Munich 1-0 -- and did not find the net in both legs of the recent semifinal defeats to Borussia Dortmund. Both games ended 1-0.
"People will always expect more from me," Mbappe said. "That's normal and I've always liked that."
At Madrid, where Benzema became a club great with 354 goals and five Champions League titles, the demands on Mbappe will be much higher.
But it feels like a necessary step for a player with the oft-stated ambition of winning the men's Ballon d'Or and the Champions League many times. ___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        Asian soccer leaders can have unlimited years in power after their governing body voted to scrap a key pillar of reforms passed after the corruption crisis that rocked FIFA in 2015.
Saudi Arabia and Qatar were among four of the 47 Asian Football Confederation members who put the proposal to their annual congress in Bangkok on Thursday. Only Australia and Jordan voted "No."
The vote win lets AFC president Sheikh Salman bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa seek re-election in 2027 when he had been due to step down after 14 years in office.
Ahead of the vote, the Bahraini royal family member told members of the AFC's wish to be "a model confederation" in world soccer aligned with FIFA.
Presidential term limits have been pushed in two waves of governance reforms at FIFA in response to bribery and corruption scandals in 2011 and 2015 -- Asian soccer was linked to both.

    


In 2011, then AFC leader Mohamed bin Hammam of Qatar was barred from the FIFA presidential election after Caribbean voters were paid $40,000 cash in brown envelopes after a campaign meeting in Trinidad.
In fallout from the 2015 scandal two years later, senior AFC official Richard Lai of Guam pleaded guilty in a federal court in Brooklyn to being part of a bribe-paying scheme that built influence in international soccer. Lai said it was run by a Kuwaiti faction which helped Sheikh Salman win election to succeed Bin Hammam in 2013. 




Removing presidents after no more than 12 years were then seen as essential to curb networks of patronage and loyalty that can enable corruption and poor governance. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, FIFA president Gianni Infantino has been allowed by a subsequent statutes amendment he oversaw to stay in office for 15 years until 2031, and UEFA voted in February to ensure its president Aleksander Ceferin can seek to stay beyond his 11th year in 2027. Ceferin later said he will not stand for re-election.

    


Even the International Olympic Committee is still weighing a members' request last October to change legal rules to let their president, Thomas Bach, seek a third election next year. That would go beyond the 12-year limit set after the Salt Lake City bidding corruption scandal 25 years ago.
The AFC has trumped both FIFA and UEFA in removing all barriers to its president and executive committee members staying in place.
It was, the AFC said in a later statement, "another clear signal of our intent to ensure that we remain a model confederation that continues to uphold the highest ethical standards and best governance practices for the future generations of our great game."
One legal barrier still remains for Sheikh Salman at FIFA. Its statutes currently block him from continuing beyond 2031 as a FIFA vice president and member of its ruling council.
___
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- As professional rugby teams and tournaments around the world contend with tough financial headwinds, Japan continues to buck the trend with historic growth in teams and crowds.
The Japan Rugby League One will add three new clubs next season, growing to 26 teams over three divisions.
The Secom Rugguts, based in Saitama, Yakult Levins, based in Toda, and LeRIRO Fukuoka, based in Ukiha City, will join the third division. The first division will have 12 teams, the second division will have eight and there'll be six in the third division.
Large corporations in Japan continue to show a strong interest in getting involved in rugby through team sponsorship. Top foreign players are being drawn to Japan at a younger age than in the past, and they're staying for longer.
At the same time, the picture for professional rugby is challenging in many other countries.

    


In England, two powerful clubs -- Wasps and Worcester Warriors -- have collapsed financially and closed down. London Irish has debts of more than 30 million pounds (US$38 million) and might have failed but for a takeover bid.




Losses by Premiership Rugby in Britain have doubled in the past year to 36 million pounds ($46 million). Many individual clubs there are heavily in debt.
New Zealand Rugby had a financial deficit of 47 million New Zealand dollars ($29 million) in 2023 and is expected to make a loss again this season. Officials recently have discussed reducing the number of professional teams the national body supports.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rugby Australia made a $9.2 million Australian dollar ($6.4 million) loss last year and has debts of almost A$90 million ($60 million). The Melbourne Rebels Super Rugby team is on the brink of being dissolved.
The French Top 14 competition and teams so far remain profitable, mainly with the support of wealthy backers.
Japan Rugby League One, currently in its third year, continues to strengthen in the wake of the country hosting the 2019 Rugby World Cup. 

    


The response to the league has been positive from fans, from broadcasters, from sponsors and corporate team owners and from foreign players.
"What I'm hearing from the foreign players is that they are enjoying the playing environment here and also liking the environment for their families," JRLO chief operating officer Hajime Shoji said.
"The supporting companies also are very happy to observe the increasing enthusiasm for the high level of the games. Therefore, we are meeting the expectations of Japanese corporations, existing ones and new ones."
Long-serving All Blacks forward Sam Cane is among the elite foreign players who have sampled the league in Japan while taking a break from their national or domestic rugby commitments. Cane announced earlier this week that he'd asked for a release from the last year of his New Zealand Rugby contract -- 2025 -- to take up a three-year deal with Tokyo-based Suntory Sungoliath.
The high-profile players are attracting bigger crowds. More than one million fans have attended League One matches so far this season, up from 750,000 last year, with the semifinals and final still to be played. 

    


Crowds of around 18,000 are expected to attend semifinals on Saturday and Sunday -- attendance is limited by stadium capacity -- and more than 50,000 likely will attend the following week's final at the 68,000-seat National Stadium.
"The target for this year was 900,000 and to have 1.1 million by the end of the season will have well exceeded that target. Our aspiration or high expectation is for a continued increase," JRLO chairman Genichi Tamatsuka said.
"I appreciate those really great players who are coming to Japan who are setting higher standards in the level of rugby and are setting a very positive influence for the Japanese players."
The next phase for the league may involve further expansion.
"We divide our (development) into three phases," Tamatsuka said, outlining a nine-year plan in three, three-year stages. "We are now finishing the first phase. I and Hajime and the other team members, general managers of teams and everyone, we should sit together review these first three years and review what was good, what should be improved and what were the problems for the teams' perspectives."

    


The way in which the league contributes to the performance of the Japan national team is one consideration.
"We sit down and discuss whether the current format is the right one or how many games we should have in the season or what sort of cross-border games we should seek," Tamatsuka said. "Rugby's growth is strong in the Asia-Pacific region and we want to make League One the center of the Asia-Pacific.
"We are going in a good direction and next year is going to be exciting again."
___
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[image: Atalanta's Ederson, right, and Juventus' Adrien Rabiot go for a header during the Italian Cup final soccer match between Atalanta and Juventus at Rome's Olympic Stadium, Italy, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Juventus' Dusan Vlahovic reacts during the Italian Cup final soccer match between Atalanta and Juventus at Rome's Olympic Stadium, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Juventus' head coach Massimiliano Allegri leaves the pitch after getting a red card during the Italian Cup final soccer match between Atalanta and Juventus at Rome's Olympic Stadium, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Juventus' Dusan Vlahovic reacts during the Italian Cup final soccer match between Atalanta and Juventus at Rome's Olympic Stadium, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- An early goal from Dusan Vlahovic was all Juventus needed to beat Atalanta 1-0 on Wednesday in the Italian Cup final to cap what had been a disappointing season with a trophy.
Vlahovic scored four minutes in by finishing off a counterattack then had another possible goal waved off for offside in the 72nd.
It's Juve's record-extending 15th Italian Cup title.
Juventus has fallen to fourth place in Serie A and there has been speculation that Massimiliano Allegri won't return as coach.
Allegri lost his cool in stoppage time when he grew angry at a decision, prompting him to rip off his jacket and be shown a red card for sarcastically applauding the referee.
Still, Allegri became the first coach to win the Italian Cup five times, breaking a tie with Sven-Goran Eriksson and Roberto Mancini.
The Bianconeri were banned from European competition this season due to a false accounting case.

    


"We qualified for the Champions League next season and we've won the Italian Cup, so we've achieved our goals for this season," Vlahovic said.
Atalanta will face unbeaten Bayer Leverkusen in the Europa League final next week.




Juventus also beat Atalanta in the 2021 Cup final and the Bergamo squad's only senior-level trophy remains the 1963 Italian Cup.
There were reports of clashes between Juventus and Atalanta fans at a rest stop on the highway leading down to Rome earlier in the day.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/coppa-italia-atalanta-juventus-score-a84b4a43c6dcbd566c3b0144c0849311
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    [image: Colorado Avalanche left wing Artturi Lehkonen (62) reacts after teammate defenseman Cale Makar (8) scored a goal against the Dallas Stars during the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. Looking on are Stars' Thomas Harley (55) and Tyler Seguin (91). (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche goaltender Alexandar Georgiev (40), center Nathan MacKinnon (29) and defenseman Devon Toews (7) react after defeating the Dallas Stars 5-3 in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche left wing Jonathan Drouin, left, and Dallas Stars center Sam Steel compete for the puck during the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. The Avalanche won 5-3. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: A shot by Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar, not visible, gets by Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) for a goal during the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche left wing Artturi Lehkonen (62) skates by his bench after scoring a power play goal against the Dallas Stars during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars players celebrate a goal by Joe Pavelski, center, during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Colorado Avalanche, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche right wing Mikko Rantanen (96) eyes the puck after a power play scoring shot by teammate Cale Makar, not visible, during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Dallas Stars, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. Looking on are Stars' Jake Oettinger (29) and Esa Lindell (23). (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche right wing Mikko Rantanen (96) reacts after receiving a high stick from Dallas Stars defenseman Chris Tanev (3) during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Joe Pavelski (16) celebrates his first period goal with Miro Heiskanen, left, and Ryan Suter in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Colorado Avalanche, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Logan Stankoven (11) and Colorado Avalanche left wing Artturi Lehkonen (62) chase after the puck during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars defenseman Esa Lindell (23) falls on the ice while challenging Colorado Avalanche center Nathan MacKinnon (29) for the puck during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche left wing Zach Parise (9) and Dallas Stars center Logan Stankoven (11) compete for the puck during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche center Nathan MacKinnon (29) skates by his bench after scoring a goal against the Dallas Stars during the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. The Avalanche won 5-3. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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    [image: Colorado Avalanche left wing Artturi Lehkonen (62) reacts after teammate defenseman Cale Makar (8) scored a goal against the Dallas Stars during the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. Looking on are Stars' Thomas Harley (55) and Tyler Seguin (91). (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche goaltender Alexandar Georgiev (40), center Nathan MacKinnon (29) and defenseman Devon Toews (7) react after defeating the Dallas Stars 5-3 in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche left wing Jonathan Drouin, left, and Dallas Stars center Sam Steel compete for the puck during the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. The Avalanche won 5-3. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: A shot by Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar, not visible, gets by Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) for a goal during the third period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche left wing Artturi Lehkonen (62) skates by his bench after scoring a power play goal against the Dallas Stars during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars players celebrate a goal by Joe Pavelski, center, during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Colorado Avalanche, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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Dallas Stars players celebrate a goal by Joe Pavelski, center, during the first period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Colorado Avalanche, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Colorado Avalanche right wing Mikko Rantanen (96) eyes the puck after a power play scoring shot by teammate Cale Makar, not visible, during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Dallas Stars, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. Looking on are Stars' Jake Oettinger (29) and Esa Lindell (23). (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 13 | Colorado Avalanche right wing Mikko Rantanen (96) eyes the puck after a power play scoring shot by teammate Cale Makar, not visible, during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Dallas Stars, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. Looking on are Stars' Jake Oettinger (29) and Esa Lindell (23). (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 13
Colorado Avalanche right wing Mikko Rantanen (96) eyes the puck after a power play scoring shot by teammate Cale Makar, not visible, during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Dallas Stars, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. Looking on are Stars' Jake Oettinger (29) and Esa Lindell (23). (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Colorado Avalanche right wing Mikko Rantanen (96) reacts after receiving a high stick from Dallas Stars defenseman Chris Tanev (3) during the second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Joe Pavelski (16) celebrates his first period goal with Miro Heiskanen, left, and Ryan Suter in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Colorado Avalanche, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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Dallas Stars center Joe Pavelski (16) celebrates his first period goal with Miro Heiskanen, left, and Ryan Suter in Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series against the Colorado Avalanche, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Colorado finally got to play with the lead against the Dallas Stars, though the Avalanche are still behind in the series. 
Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar scored two goals, the second after Casey Mittelstadt's go-ahead tally in the third period, and they beat top-seeded Dallas 5-3 in Game 5 on Wednesday night. The Avs snapped their three-game losing streak and extended the second-round Western Conference series.
"Obviously a do-or-die game from here on out in the series," Makar said. "Each of us, we feed off each other. ... And I felt like we were back to kind of like forcing their hand tonight."
When Mittelstadt scored just 1:12 into the third period to make it 3-2, it was the first time Colorado had led in the series except for when Miles Wood scored 11 minutes into overtime to win the series opener.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Makar scores 2 goals and Avalanche beat Stars 5-3 in Game 5 to stay alive in playoffs
    

    
    
    The Avalanche bring their series with the Stars back to Denver. AP correspondent Dave Ferry reports.

    

"It was great," league MVP finalist Nathan MacKinnon said about playing with a lead. "They didn't do that much, but anytime we can get a lead it's important so we're not chasing all series."

    


Makar made it 4-2 with an unassisted goal just over three minutes later. His shot from the middle of the right circle went through the legs of goalie Jake Oettinger and proved to be the deciding goal, and MacKinnon scored on a lone assist from Artturi Lehkonen with 3:10 left. 




MacKinnon also had the only assist on Lehkonen's power-play goal in the very last second of the first period. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We knew we were going to get their best game in the series, and they did," Stars coach Pete DeBoer said. "Their big guys all are on the scoresheet tonight, which we've probably anticipated would happen."
Avalanche goalie Alexandar Georgiev had 23 saves. Oettinger stopped 22 shots. 
Joe Pavelski had his first goal of these playoffs for the Stars, and his second assist this postseason. Miro Heiskanen and rookie Logan Stankoven also scored for Dallas, and Jason Robertson had two assists. 

    


Game 6 is Friday night in Colorado, where the Stars outscored the Avs 9-2 while winning Games 3 and 4. Dallas is 4-1 on the road this postseason -- and 3-4 at home.
This was the sixth time in franchise history that the Avs won Game 5 after falling behind 3-1 in a best-of-seven series. They have never come back to win the series.
After going 0 for 8 on power plays while losing the previous three games, Colorado scored tying goals on both of its opportunities with a man advantage in the first two periods. 
"I felt like once we were getting pucks, it was right on and off the stick, and trying to avoid a little bit of the pressure," Makar said, when asked what changed in Game 5. "Having that different mentality, an attack mentality, and not trying to back down or trying to look for the perfect play."
Makar got his power-play goal on a 50-foot wrister through a bunch of traffic in front of the net with 3 1/2 minutes left in the second period to tie the game at 2-2.
"Tough-go for a handful of games ... it's a huge response after goal one, after goal two," Colorado coach Jared Bednar said. 
Mittelstadt's go-ahead goal came after Zach Parise hit the puck across the crease and Mittelstadt knocked it in, a ricochet off the right post that hit the back of Oettinger's leg and went in. 

    


Pavelski scored on a backhander from just outside the crease after a pass from Matt Duchene midway through the first period, after Robertson had poked the puck away from defenseman Josh Manson. 
After 14 games without a goal, including the last three games of the regular season, Pavelski got his 74th career playoff goal to extend his record for the most by a U.S-born player. That is also the most by any active player.
Colorado got even at 1-1 with 0.6 seconds left in the first period on Lehkonen's slap shot from the top of the slot.
"You've got to get out of the period there," DeBoer said.
Heiskanen scored his fourth goal in this series, and his fifth of the playoffs, put Dallas up 2-1 in the second. He dropped the puck back to Pavelski, who passed ahead to Robertson, who made a move toward the right side of the net before a nifty crossing pass to Heiskanen on the other side of Georgiev on a power play.

    


Rantanen had the secondary assist on Makar's first goal for his 100th career playoff point (33 goals and 67 assists). It came in his 80th career postseason game, making him only the eighth NHL player to reach that milestone in that many games or fewer. He is only the fourth player in Avalanche franchise history to reach 100 playoff points -- Joe Sakic's 188 tops that list.
It was Bednar's 49th playoff victory, matching Bob Hartley for the most in franchise history. Both have led Colorado to Stanley Cup titles, Hartley in 2001 and then Bednar their next one in 2022.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/avalanche-stars-score-playoffs-8f6a19f074a19cc2a4dcc20f9c1de0ac



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Politics
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            Sports
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

      Politics

      
        Matt Gaetz evokes 'standing by' language adopted by Proud Boys as he attends court with Donald Trump
      

      
        Harris accepts debate invite to face off with Trump's VP pick, which may come at convention
      

      
        Biden's upcoming graduation speech roils Morehouse College, a center of Black politics and culture
      

      
        Turkey sentences pro-Kurdish politicians to lengthy prison terms over deadly 2014 riots
      

      
        Belarus targets opposition activists with raids and property seizures
      

      
        Texas judge orders new election after GOP lawsuit challenged 2022 election result in Houston area
      

      
        US proposes ending new federal leases in nation's biggest coal region
      

      
        Army reservist's family describes struggle to get help before mass shooting in Maine
      

      
        California university president put on leave after announcing agreement with pro-Palestinian group
      

      
        Sculpture of the late Rev. Billy Graham unveiled at US Capitol
      

      
        Lawyer for family of slain US Air Force airman says video and calls show deputy went to wrong home
      

      
        FDIC chair is grilled on Capitol Hill after report outlines agency's toxic workplace culture
      

      
        Haiti's crisis rises to the forefront of elections in neighboring Dominican Republic
      

      
        UN resolution to commemorate the Srebrenica genocide in Bosnia sparks opposition from Serbs
      

      
        Wisconsin election officials fear voter confusion over 2 elections for same congressional seat
      

      
        Kosovo makes last-minute push to get its membership in Council of Europe approved in a Friday vote
      

      
        Maryland governor signs bill to create statewide gun center
      

      
        Facebook and Instagram face fresh EU digital scrutiny over child safety measures
      

      
        The Latest | Israel says it will send more troops to Rafah, as fighting also rages in Gaza's north
      

      
        National political themes will lead off the campaign for Pennsylvania's next attorney general
      

      
        Georgia's leader says a divisive media bill passed by lawmakers is unacceptable and she'll veto it
      

      
        Greek defense team says 9 Egyptians accused of causing deadly shipwreck were misidentified as crew
      

      
        Human rights group urges Thailand to stop forcing dissidents to return home
      

      
        Maverick Kentucky congressman has avoided fallout at home after antagonizing GOP leaders
      

      
        US Navy flagship carrier USS Ronald Reagan leaves its Japan home port after nearly 9 years
      

      
        Majority of EU nations want more partnerships to stem migration from countries of origin
      

      
        Yemeni security forces deploy in Aden as anger simmers over lengthy power outages
      

      
        Shooting of Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico sends shockwaves across Europe
      

      
        The UK's opposition Labour Party unveils its pledges to voters in hopes of winning the next election
      

      
        Census Bureau estimates: Detroit population rises after decades of decline, South dominates growth
      

      
        Germany's parliament lifts immunity for prosecution of a far-right lawmaker
      

      
        The Netherlands veers sharply to the right with a new government dominated by party of Geert Wilders
      

      
        Filipino activists decide not to sail closer to disputed shoal, avoiding clash with Chinese ships
      

      
        Japan, US move ahead in co-developing hypersonic weapons interceptor as regional threats grow
      

      
        What to know about Vladimir Putin's visit to China
      

      
        West Virginia GOP Senate president, doctor who opposed drawing back vaccine laws ousted in election
      

      
        Singapore's new prime minister vows to 'lead in our own way' as Lee dynasty ends after half-century
      

      
        
          	
            Sports
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

    

  

  
    Matt Gaetz evokes 'standing by' language adopted by Proud Boys as he attends court with Donald Trump | AP News
    
  




  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Matt Gaetz evokes 'standing by' language adopted by Proud Boys as he attends court with Donald Trump

    Matt Gaetz evokes 'standing by' language adopted by Proud Boys as he attends court with Donald Trump

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Representative Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., listens as former President Donald Trump talks with the media at Manhattan criminal court in New York, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Jeenah Moon/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        U.S. Rep. Matt Gaetz evoked language adopted by the far-right Proud Boys extremist group as he appeared at court Thursday to support Donald Trump at his hush money trial, reflecting the undercurrent of activist elements present among the presumptive GOP nominee's supporters as he seeks a return to the White House.
"Standing back, and standing by, Mr. President," Gaetz wrote as he posted a photo on social media of him with other congressional Republicans standing behind Trump in a hallway outside the courtroom where the former president's felony case is in its fourth week of testimony.
The Proud Boys -- whose leaders were convicted of seditious conspiracy after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol -- have used that verbiage since Trump, during a 2020 campaign debate, said: "Proud Boys, stand back and stand by." 
That came in response to a question from debate moderator Chris Wallace asking if Trump would condemn white supremacist and militia groups that had shown up at some social justice protests across the country that summer following the death of George Floyd. 

    


"I don't know who the Proud Boys are," Trump said a day later, after facing widespread criticism for his failure to condemn their actions specifically, adding: "Whoever they are, they have to stand down. Let law enforcement do their work."




Proud Boys leaders and supporters later celebrated Trump's initial words on social media. A channel on Telegram, an instant messaging service, with tens of thousands of the group's members posted "Stand Back" and "Stand By" above and below the group's logo. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After Trump's debate comment, membership for the Proud Boys "tripled, probably," member Jeremy Joseph Bertino told the House committee that investigated the Jan. 6 insurrection. Bertino pleaded guilty to plotting with other Proud Boys members to violently stop the transfer of presidential power after Trump lost the 2020 election to Democrat Joe Biden.

    


Members wearing the group's black and yellow insignia have shown up on the sidelines of Trump's rallies across the country this campaign cycle, in which Trump has made the Jan. 6 attack a cornerstone of his bid. Having previously vowed to pardon the rioters, Trump has at some rallies played a recorded chorus of prisoners jailed for their roles in the attack singing the national anthem and referred to them as "hostages."
Gaetz, of Florida, was part of a contingent of conservative lawmakers who showed up at court to support Trump on Thursday, the latest in a procession of elected Republicans journeying to the New York courthouse in recent days to defend the party's presumptive presidential nominee. Trump is accused of having arranged secret payments to a porn actress to hide negative stories during his successful 2016 campaign for president.
Asked in an email if Gaetz intentionally used the verbiage adopted by the Proud Boys, spokesman Joel Valdez said, "the tweet speaks for itself."
___
Kinnard reported from Columbia, South Carolina. Lisa Mascaro contributed from Washington.
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://twitter.com/MegKinnardAP
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris has accepted an invitation from CBS News to debate former President Donald Trump's vice presidential pick this summer, the Biden campaign said Thursday, as the Republican said he might wait until his party's convention in July to announce his selection.
Harris' team told the network she would debate in-studio on Tuesday, July 23, or Tuesday, August 13, and encouraged the Trump campaign to agree to one of the dates for his eventual vice presidential pick. The Trump campaign didn't immediately comment on the debate invite.
Trump, in an interview with TMJ4 taped from New York, said there was "a pretty good chance" he would announce his vice presidential pick at the GOP convention in Milwaukee, which begins on July 15, rather than before. 
"I don't say anything is 100%, but you're getting pretty close," he was quoted saying. "I'll be doing it in Milwaukee. We're going to have a great time."

    


The announcement comes after President Joe Biden and Trump agreed to two debates this summer to be hosted by CNN on June 27 and ABC on Sept. 10. 
The debates are not expected to take place before live audiences -- a key demand of the Biden campaign that contributed to its decision to ditch the debates organized by the nonpartisan Commission on Presidential Debates, which had organized every presidential and vice presidential general election debate since 1988. 
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    [image: FILE - President Joe Biden speaks in support of changing the Senate filibuster rules that have stalled voting rights legislation, at Atlanta University Center Consortium, on the grounds of Morehouse College and Clark Atlanta University, Jan. 11, 2022, in Atlanta. Biden will have his most direct engagement with college students since the start of the Israel-Hamas war when he speaks at Morehouse College's commencement. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- When he gives the commencement address at Morehouse College, President Joe Biden will have his most direct engagement with college students since the start of the Israel-Hamas war at a center of Black politics and culture. 
Morehouse is located in Atlanta, the largest city in the swing state of Georgia, which Biden flipped from former President Donald Trump four years ago. Biden's speech Sunday will come as he tries to make inroads with a key and symbolic constituency -- young Black men -- and repair the diverse coalition that elected him to the White House. 
The announcement of the speech last month triggered peaceful protests and calls for the university administration to cancel over Biden's handling of the war between Israel and Hamas. Some students at Morehouse and other historically Black campuses in Atlanta say they vociferously oppose Biden and the decision to have him speak, mirroring the tension Biden faces in many communities of color and with young voters nationally. 

    


Morehouse President David Thomas said in an interview that the emotions around the speech made it all the more important that Biden speak. 




"In many ways, these are the moments Morehouse was born for," he said. "We need someplace in this country that can hold the tensions that threaten to divide us. If Morehouse can't hold those tensions, then no place can."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


The speech comes at a critical moment for Biden in his general election rematch against Trump. Biden is lagging in support among both Black voters and people under 30, groups that were key to his narrow 2020 victories in several battleground states, including Georgia. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fifty-five percent of Black adults approved of the way Biden is handling his job as president, according to an AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll in March, a figure far below earlier in his presidency. Overall, 32% of 18- to 29-year-olds approved in the same poll.

    


"This is a global catastrophe in Gaza, and Joe Biden coming to pander for our votes is political blackface," said Morehouse sophomore Anwar Karim, who urged Thomas and school trustees to rescind Biden's invitation.
Recent scenes on American campuses reflect objections among many young voters about Israel's assaults in Gaza. Biden has backed Israel since Hamas militants killed more than 1,200 Israelis and took hundreds of hostages on Oct. 7. That includes weapons shipments to the longstanding U.S. ally, even as Biden advocates for a cease-fire, criticizes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's tactics and the civilian death toll in Gaza surpasses 35,000 people, many of them women and children.
Many younger Black people have identified with the Palestinian cause and have at times drawn parallels between Israeli rule of the Palestinian territories and South Africa's now-defunct apartheid system and abolished Jim Crow laws in the U.S. Israel rejects claims that its system of laws for Palestinians constitutes apartheid.
"I think that the president will do himself good if he does not duck that, especially when you think about the audience that he will be speaking to directly and to the nation," Thomas said.

    


Sunday's speech will culminate a four-day span during which Biden will concentrate on reaching Black communities. On Thursday, the White House is hosting plaintiffs from the Brown v. Board of Education case that barred legal segregation of America's public schools. The following day, Biden will address an NAACP gathering commemorating the 70th anniversary of the landmark decision.
Former U.S. Rep. Cedric Richmond, a longtime Biden ally who helped broker his speech at Morehouse, said he understood students' concerns but emphasized that Biden has pressured Netanyahu and supports a two-state solution for the Israelis and Palestinians. Trump, meanwhile, has effectively abandoned that long-held U.S. position and said Israel should "finish the problem" in Gaza.
"That's nowhere in the conversation," Richmond said.
The debate over Biden's speech at Morehouse reflected a fundamental tension of historically Black colleges and universities, which are both dedicated to social justice and Black advancement and run by administrators who are committed to keeping order. 

    


"We look like a very conservative institution" sometimes, Thomas said. "On one hand, the institution has to be the stable object where we are today in the world." 
But, he added, the university's long-term purpose is to "support our students in going out to create a better world."
Blowback started even before Thomas publicly announced Biden was coming. Faculty sent executives a letter of concern, prompting an online town hall. Alumni gathered several hundred signatures to urge that Thomas rescind Biden's invitation. The petition called the invitation antithetical to the pacifism Martin Luther King Jr., a Morehouse alumnus, expressed when opposing the Vietnam War.

    


Some students note that leaders of Morehouse and other HBCUs did not always support King and other Civil Rights activists who are venerated today. Morehouse, for instance, expelled the actor Samuel L. Jackson in 1969 after he and other students held Morehouse trustees, including King's father, in a campus building as part of demanding curriculum changes and the appointment of more Black trustees.
Students organized two recent protests across the Atlanta University Center (AUC), a consortium of historically Black institutions in Atlanta that includes Morehouse. Chants included "Joe Biden, f-- off!" and "Biden, Biden, you can't hide. We charge you with genocide," along with expletives directed at Thomas.
"Our institution is supporting genocide, and we turn a blind eye," said Nyla Broddie, a student at Spelman College, which is part of the AUC. Brodie argued Biden's Israel policy should be viewed in the broader context of U.S. foreign policy and domestic police violence against Black Americans.
Thomas said he "feels very positive about graduation" and that "not one" Morehouse senior -- there are about 500 at the all-male private school -- has opted out of participating. "That's not to say that the sentiments about what's going on in Gaza don't resonate with people in our community," Thomas said.
Thomas met privately with students as did several trustees. The Morehouse alumni association hosted a student town hall, featuring at least one veteran of the Atlanta Student Movement, a Civil Rights-era organization.
But there was a consistent message: Uninviting the president of the United States was not an option. When students raised questions about endowment investments in Israel and U.S. defense contractors, they said they were told the relevant amounts are negligible, a few hundred thousand dollars in mutual funds.
"I think folks are excited" about Biden coming, said Democratic Georgia Sen. Raphael Warnock, the senior pastor at King's Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. Warnock said Biden is in "a great position" to talk about student debt relief, increased federal support for HBCUs and other achievements.
HBCUs have not seen crackdowns from law enforcement like those at Columbia University in New York City and the University of California, Los Angeles. However, Morehouse and the AUC have seen peaceful demonstrations, petitions and private meetings among campus stakeholders. Xavier University, a historically Black university in Louisiana, withdrew its commencement invitation for U.N. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, citing a desire among students "to enjoy a commencement ceremony free of disruptions."
Whether Morehouse graduates or other students protest Biden or disrupt the ceremony remains to be seen. Student protest leaders say they are unaware of any plans to demonstrate inside during the commencement.
Thomas, Morehouse's president, promised that forms of protest at commencement that "do not disrupt ceremonies" will not result in sanctions for any students.
But he also vowed to end the program early if disruptions grow.
"We will not -- on Morehouse's campus -- create a national media moment," he said, "where our inability to manage these tensions leads to people being taken out of a Morehouse ceremony in zip ties by law enforcement."
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    [image: FILE - Supporters of pro-Kurdish Peoples' Equality and Democracy Party (DEM Party) chant slogans during the Newroz celebrations, in Istanbul, Turkey, on March 17, 2024. A Turkish court on Thursday, May 16, 2024 sentenced dozens pro-Kurdish politicians to between nine and 30 years in prison over riots in 2014 by Kurds angered at what they perceived to be the government's inaction against Islamic State group militants who had besieged the Syrian border town of Kobane, state media reported. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel, File)]
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- A Turkish court on Thursday sentenced several pro-Kurdish politicians to between nine and 42 years in prison over deadly riots in 2014 by Kurds angered by what they perceived to be government inaction against Islamic State group militants who had besieged the Syrian border town of Kobani.
The three days of clashes that broke out in October 2014 resulted in 37 deaths and left hundreds of others -- police and civilians -- injured. The protests were called by leaders of Turkey's pro-Kurdish People's Democratic Party, or HDP, who were frustrated by what they considered to be Turkish support for IS militants.
A total of 108 people were charged with various crimes, including the killings of the 37 victims and crimes against the integrity of the state. The defendants include HDP's imprisoned former leaders, Selahattin Demirtas and Figen Yuksekdag, who were accused of organizing the protests and inciting the violence. 

    


Critics decried the trial as politically motivated and part of a wider government crackdown on the pro-Kurdish party.
Of the defendants, 18 were jailed, 18 others were freed pending the verdict and 72 remain at large. 




The court in Ankara convicted Demirtas - who has run for president twice - of a total of 47 charges and sentenced him to 42 years in prison, state broadcaster TRT reported. Yuksekdag was sentenced to 30 years in prison for attempts to challenge the unity of the state, of inciting criminal acts and of engaging in propaganda on behalf of a terror organization.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Twelve defendants were acquitted of all charges. Defendants still at large would be tried at a later date.
The politicians are expected to appeal the verdicts. 
The hearing took place in a tense atmosphere with lawyers banging on desks and leaving the courtroom to protest the verdicts, Cumhuriyet newspaper reported.
The pro-Kurdish movement's current co-leader, Tuncer Bakirhan, described the verdicts as a "black stain" on the Turkish justice system.

    


"The Selahattins, the Figens and others who were prosecuted in this Kobani conspiracy trial have been acquitted in the hearts and minds of the Kurds, the Turks, the workers, the women and the young," he said.
In anticipation of protests condemning the sentences, authorities imposed a four-day ban on demonstrations in the predominantly Kurdish provinces of Diyarbakir, Siirt, Tunceli and Batman.
The government accused the HDP of links to the outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK, which is considered a terror organization by Turkey, the U.S. and the European Union. The group has led an armed insurgency against the Turkish state since 1984 and the conflict has killed tens of thousands of people.
Government officials accused the HDP leaders of taking instructions from the PKK to stage the riots.
The government has frequently cracked down on the pro-Kurdish political movement by stripping legislators of their parliamentary seats and removing elected mayors from office. Several HDP lawmakers have been jailed alongside Demirtas and Yuksekdag, on terror-related charges.
The party has since changed its name to the Peoples' Equality and Democracy Party, or DEM, and is the third-largest grouping in Turkey's parliament.
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- Authorities in Belarus on Thursday announced raids and the seizure of property belonging to 104 opposition activists who have fled the country, the latest step in a crackdown on dissent that has continued unabated for nearly four years.
Belarus' authoritarian president, Alexander Lukashenko, unleashed the crackdown in August 2020, when mass protests erupted against his rule following his disputed reelection that the opposition and the West have denounced as rigged.
More than 35,000 people have been arrested, thousands have been brutally beaten in custody, and dozens of independent news organizations and rights groups have been shut down, and journalists imprisoned.
About 500,000 people have since fled the country of 9.5 million, and the authorities this year began a campaign against Belarusians abroad who call for tougher sanctions against the country. 

    


Belarus' Investigative Committee said Thursday the latest raids and seizures targeted activists who criticized Belarusian authorities abroad and rallied to mark the anniversary of Belarus' independence. The authorities launched a criminal probe on the charges of "forming an extremist group" and "discrediting Belarus," criminal offenses that can result in prison terms of up to seven years. 




Officials said they tracked down participants of the rallies in Poland, Lithuania, Belgium, Georgia, the Czech Republic, the U.S. and other countries that took place on March 25 to mark the first time Belarus had been declared an independent state in 1918 -- an anniversary the Belarusian opposition celebrates every year. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Investigative Committee spokesman Sergei Kabakovich said in a statement that the activists were "fugitive puppets," and he accused them of "calling for economic and political pressure on our country." 
Belarus' opposition leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, who in 2020 left the country under pressure from the authorities, said the raids and the seizures are "the authorities' revenge on Belarusians who continue to fight the dictatorship."

    


"Lukashenko's regime tries to sow fear among Belarusians not just inside Belarus, but abroad, as well," Tsikhanouskaya said. "Belarusians are living in tough conditions that appear similar to Stalin times -- toughening repressions, arbitrary arrests and constant instability." 
Viasna, Belarus' oldest and most prominent rights group, has counted just under 1,400 political prisoners in Belarus, including the group's founder Ales Bialiatski, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2022.
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    [image: FILE - Visiting Judge David Peeples prepares to listen to arguments in a hearing about the November Harris County elections at Harris County Civil Courthouse on Aug. 1, 2023, in Houston. Peeples has ruled, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in favor of a Republican candidate challenging the results in a 2022 judicial race and ordered that a new election be held in the nation's third-most populous county, a Democratic stronghold that's been beset by GOP efforts to dictate how ballots are cast. (Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Visiting Judge David Peeples prepares to listen to arguments in a hearing about the November Harris County elections at Harris County Civil Courthouse on Aug. 1, 2023, in Houston. Peeples has ruled, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in favor of a Republican candidate challenging the results in a 2022 judicial race and ordered that a new election be held in the nation's third-most populous county, a Democratic stronghold that's been beset by GOP efforts to dictate how ballots are cast. (Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JUAN A. LOZANO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- A Texas judge has ruled in favor of a Republican candidate challenging the results in a 2022 judicial race and ordered that a new election be held in the nation's third-most populous county, a Democratic stronghold that's been beset by GOP efforts to dictate how ballots are cast.
A losing GOP candidate in a November 2022 judicial race had filed a lawsuit calling for a new election in her contest in Harris County, where Houston is located. Republican Tami Pierce lost her race to be a criminal court judge to the Democratic incumbent, DaSean Jones, by 449 votes.
Pierce blamed her defeat on allegations that illegal votes were cast by people who did not live in the county and that some ballots lacked needed signatures and other information. In court documents, Jones' attorney, Oliver Brown, argued that Pierce could not prove there were sufficient illegal or mistaken votes cast in the judicial race that would "materially affect this election."

    


But in a 32-page ruling issued Wednesday, visiting Judge David Peeples ruled in favor of Pierce, saying 1,430 illegal votes were cast in the race.




Peeple wrote that among the illegal votes, 983 were cast by people living outside Harris County and 445 were cast by voters who did not show photo identification or did not show a substitute ID document.
"The true outcome in the contest for Judge of the 180th District Court cannot be determined, and a new election is therefore ordered," Peeples wrote.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Peeples' ruling, first reported by the Houston Chronicle, came after a two-day trial in April.
A date for the new election was not immediately set as Peeples wrote that he first needed to discuss this with attorneys in the case.
Brown did not immediately reply to an email seeking comment. He told other news outlets he planned to appeal the ruling.
Paul Simpson, an attorney for Pierce, praised Peeple's ruling and said "voluminous, detailed evidence" revealed many problems with the 2022 election.

    


"We hope Judge Jones will not further delay justice by appealing but, instead, face Harris County voters in a new election when ordered by the court," Simpson said in a statement.
Harris County GOP Chairman Cindy Siegel said voters "can now have some faith restored in our electoral process."
Peeples' ruling in Pierce's lawsuit came six-months after he threw out most of the 21 lawsuits that had been filed by GOP candidates challenging their losses in the November 2022 election. Pierce's lawsuit had been the sole unresolved case.
In his ruling from last year related to a lawsuit in another judicial race, Peeples wrote he had "found many mistakes" and violations of the election code in Harris County. But not enough votes in the race between candidates Erin Lunceford and Tamika Craft were put in doubt to justify voiding that election, he wrote.
Harris County, which President Joe Biden won by double-digits in 2020, has become a recurring target of GOP lawmakers who have rushed to impose stricter voting measures and passed a law in 2023 that could allow the state to take over the county's elections.

    


The lawsuits in Houston followed similar court challenges that have become more common around the country following baseless conspiracy theories spread by former President Donald Trump and his supporters alleging the 2020 presidential election was stolen.
Elections have been scrutinized for several years now in Harris County -- which has nearly 5 million residents, most of whom are Latino or Black. Problems have included long lines, poll worker and ballot shortages and ballots that were not counted the day of the election.
Harris County, like much of the rest of Texas, previously voted Republican. But demographic changes in the county have been trending toward residents who are younger and minorities, groups who tend to vote Democratic, experts say. The state's other large urban areas, like Dallas, El Paso and San Antonio, also vote Democratic.
In recent years, new elections have been ordered in races in other parts of the country due to various problems.

    


In November, a judge ordered a new election for mayor of Bridgeport, Connecticut, after finding surveillance videos showed people stuffing absentee ballots into outdoor collection boxes. In December, a judge in Louisiana ordered a new election in a sheriff's race after finding evidence that a handful of ballots were cast illegally.
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano on X: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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    [image: An ambulance is leaving the Myslowice-Wesola coal mine in Myslowice, southern Poland, Tuesday, May 14, 2024 where two miners were killed, one went missing and another 12 were injured in a cave-in near the coal face. (AP Photo/Kasia Zaremba-Majcher)]
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[image: FILE - A truck carrying 250 tons of coal hauls the fuel to the surface of the Spring Creek mine, April 4, 2013, near Decker, Mont. The Biden administration is proposing to end new coal leases from federal lands in the Powder River Basin of Montana and Wyoming, which includes Spring Creek. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown, File)]
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[image: FILE - A mechanized shovel loads coal from an 80-feet thick seam into a haul truck at Cloud Peak Energy's Spring Creek mine, Nov. 15, 2016, near Decker, Mont. Republicans in Congress say a Biden administration proposal on Thursday, May 16, 2024, to stop future coal leasing in the Powder River Basin of Montana and Wyoming could harm the industry. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown, File)]
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- The Biden administration on Thursday proposed an end to new coal leasing from federal reserves in the most productive coal mining region in the U.S. as officials seek to limit climate-changing greenhouse gas emissions from burning the fuel.
The Bureau of Land Management proposal would affect millions of acres (millions of hectares) of federal lands and underground mineral reserves in the Powder River Basin area of Wyoming and Montana. 
The immediate impact is likely to be limited because coal leases take many years to develop and demand has flagged in recent years. But the proposal drew a harsh pushback from Republicans in Congress, coming just weeks after the Biden administration unveiled an air quality rule that could force many coal-fired power plants to reduce their pollution or shut down.
Thursday's proposal was made in response to a 2022 court order that said two federal land management plans drafted for the Powder River Basin during the Trump administration failed to adequately take into account climate change and public health problems caused by burning coal.

    


In response, the Biden administration is issuing plans that would stop further coal leasing in the region while preserving existing leases. The plans are subject to a 30-day public protest period before they become final.




Federal officials said they anticipate coal mining to continue from existing leases through 2041 in Wyoming and through 2060 at a mine in Montana. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, another Montana mine, the Spring Creek Mine, could run out of federal coal reserves by 2035 -- more than 50 years earlier than if leases were to continue being issued, according to a government analysis of the proposal.
Fourteen active coal mines in the region in 2022 produced almost 260 million short tons of coal -- about 40% of total U.S. production.
Yet mining volumes already had dropped by almost half over the past two decades as competition from renewable energy and cheap natural gas shuttered many coal-fired power plants served by the mines.

    


Mark Fix, a southeast Montana rancher and member of the Northern Plains Resource Council conservation group, said the Biden administration proposal was a "commonsense plan" given the current state of the coal market.
"Coal companies in this region already have decades of coal locked up under leases, and it's hard to imagine they'll find buyers that far into the future given the competition from more affordable energy sources," Fix said.
Wyoming's congressional delegation responded with outrage, characterizing the proposal as an assault on domestic energy sources that will kill coal jobs and cost the state millions in lost revenue.
"Wyoming has been targeted left and right by rule after rule handed down by this administration," said Wyoming Republican U.S. Sen. Cynthia Lummis. "Wyoming coal is needed now more than ever to power our nation and the world."
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    [image: Cara Lamb, ex-wife of shooter Robert Card, testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: James Herling pauses his testimony while recalling the moment he realized the shooter was his brother-in-law, Robert Card, while testifying, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. Nicole Herling, sister of the shooter, cries on her husband's shoulder. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: FILE - Community members look at a memorial outside Schemengees Bar & Grille about one week after a mass shooting, Nov. 3, 2023, in Lewiston, Maine. An independent commission investigating the mass shooting that left 18 people dead in Maine is scheduled to hear from the family of the shooter, Robert Card, for the first time on Thursday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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[image: Members of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine, listen as Nicole Herling, sister of shooter Robert Card, testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Nicole Herling, sister of shooter Robert Card, rests her hand on her brother's military helmet, while testifying, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Cara Lamb, ex-wife of shooter Robert Card, is comforted as she testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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Cara Lamb, ex-wife of shooter Robert Card, testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: James Herling pauses his testimony while recalling the moment he realized the shooter was his brother-in-law, Robert Card, while testifying, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. Nicole Herling, sister of the shooter, cries on her husband's shoulder. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: FILE - Community members look at a memorial outside Schemengees Bar & Grille about one week after a mass shooting, Nov. 3, 2023, in Lewiston, Maine. An independent commission investigating the mass shooting that left 18 people dead in Maine is scheduled to hear from the family of the shooter, Robert Card, for the first time on Thursday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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[image: Nicole Herling, sister of shooter Robert Card, testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Members of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine, listen as Nicole Herling, sister of shooter Robert Card, testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Nicole Herling, sister of shooter Robert Card, testifies Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Cara Lamb, ex-wife of shooter Robert Card, testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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Cara Lamb, ex-wife of shooter Robert Card, testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: Nicole Herling, sister of shooter Robert Card, rests her hand on her brother's military helmet, while testifying, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Cara Lamb, ex-wife of shooter Robert Card, is comforted as she testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Cara Lamb, ex-wife of shooter Robert Card, testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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Cara Lamb, ex-wife of shooter Robert Card, testifies, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Augusta, Maine, during a hearing of the independent commission investigating the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            PATRICK WHITTLE and DAVID SHARP

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) -- Family members of an Army reservist who killed 18 people in Maine gave an emotional apology on Thursday and said Army officials and law enforcement frustrated their efforts to get him mental health care before the deadly rampage.
Hearing public testimony from Robert Card's family for the first time, an independent commission investigating the mass shooting opened with Card's sister, Nicole Herling, and her husband James Herling. They described a months-long struggle to get help as Card's mental health declined.
"Our family will never forget your names," Herling said, adding that pictures of the victims are on the walls of his family home. "There is no way to express the sorrow that we feel."
With his head in his hands and wife leaning into his shoulder, James Herling described how Card became increasingly paranoid in the months before the tragedy. The family sobbed as Herling recalled the moment when the couple realized the shooter's identity.

    


The commission has already heard from police, victims and their families, and other Army reservists about the deadliest shooting in Maine history. The 40-year-old reservist killed himself after opening fire with an assault rifle inside a bowling alley and a bar and grill in Lewiston in October.




In the aftermath, the legislature passed new gun laws for Maine, a state with a long tradition of firearms ownership. Among other things, they bolstered the state's "yellow flag" law, criminalized the transfer of guns to prohibited people and expanded funding for mental health crisis care. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Card's family had kept a low profile, other than releasing a statement in March expressing deep sorrow and disclosing an analysis of Card's brain tissue that showed evidence of traumatic brain injuries. Card had trained others in the use of hand grenades, and the family blamed that exposure for his mental decline.

    


His relatives vented their frustrations on Thursday, against the military, law enforcement and media coverage. Herling singled out the Army Reserves for declining to answer the phone or return their calls as they sought help. Card's ex-wife, Cara Lamb, accused police of ignoring or dismissing warning signs.
Nicole Herling said military personnel deserve better protections: "It's unjust to continue training with explosions and sonic booms until there are protective gear and standards ensuring the safety of all of our soldier's brains."
"This is not an excuse for the behavior or acts that Robbie committed," James Herling testified. "It was a wrongful act of evil. My brother-in-law was not this man. His brain was hijacked."
The Army said previously that Card's brain injury shows "the Army's need to do all it can to protect soldiers against blast-induced injury," and urged people not to jump to conclusions until its own investigation and an independent probe by the Army inspector general are completed.
Lamb said their teenage son was so concerned about Card's growing paranoia and access to guns that she shared his worries with a school resource officer in May 2023. This should've been a "flashing sign that we have a problem here," she said.

    


Fellow Army reservists witnessed Card's deterioration, to the point that he was hospitalized for two weeks during training last summer. One reservist, Sean Hodgson, told superiors on Sept. 15: "I believe he's going to snap and do a mass shooting."
The commission issued an interim report in March saying law enforcement should have seized Card's guns and put him in protective custody based on warnings, using the existing yellow flag law. A full report is due this summer.
Police testified that the family had agreed to remove Card's guns, but the commission said leaving such a task to them "was an abdication of law enforcement's responsibility." 
One family member accused a deputy of pressuring the family to take responsibility for the guns so that he could wrap up his investigation and go on vacation. By that time, Card was already estranged from most of his family, according to Thursday's testimony.

    


Lamb said she herself encouraged officers not to confront her ex-husband for fear of escalation, but now questions that approach.
"I keep wondering if the right thing to do would've been to say, 'Damn it all, damn everyone's feelings and repercussions,' and go scream at the police -- 'What do we have to do?!'" she testified. 
Commission chair Daniel Wathen thanked the family, acknowledging that "the spotlight you've been placed in is not something you wanted." 
___
Sharp reported from Portland, Maine.
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                                        ROHNERT PARK, Calif. (AP) -- The chancellor of the California State University system has suspended the president of its Sonoma campus for announcing an agreement with pro-Palestinian activists to pursue an academic boycott of Israeli institutions as well as "divestment strategies."
The message by Sonoma State University President Ming-Tung "Mike" Lee was issued "without the appropriate approvals," said Mildred Garcia, chancellor of the 23-campus CSU system, in a statement Wednesday.
"For now, because of this insubordination and consequences it has brought upon the system, President Lee has been placed on administrative leave," Garcia said.
Lee quickly issued an apology for the agreement he announced Tuesday after meetings with students who set up a campus encampment, one of many that have appeared at colleges to protest Israel's actions in the war with Hamas and to press schools to cut ties with Israel and businesses that support it.

    


"My goal when meeting with students at the encampment was to explore opportunities to make meaningful change, identify common ground and create a safe and inclusive campus for all. I now realize that many of the statements I made in my campuswide message did just the opposite," Lee wrote.




"In my attempt to find agreement with one group of students, I marginalized other members of our student population and community. I realize the harm that this has caused, and I take full ownership of it," Lee said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In his original message, Lee endorsed student activism, protest and dissent.
"None of us should be on the sidelines when human beings are subject to mass killing and destruction," Lee had said Tuesday in announcing that an Advisory Council of Students for Justice in Palestine was being established at Sonoma State.
Lee said a review of all university foundation investments and vendor contracts was being launched.

    


"After the review, the Advisory Council of SJP and SSU administrators will meet with proper officials to determine a course of action leading to divestment strategies that include seeking ethical alternatives," Lee said.
Lee said Sonoma State has no faculty or student exchange agreements in Israel and would not in the future. 
Sonoma State "will not pursue or engage in any study abroad programs, faculty exchanges, or other formal collaborations that are sponsored by, or represent, the Israeli state academic and research institutions," he said.
Lee added that engagement with "individual Israeli scholars acting in a personal capacity" would be welcome.
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    [image: FILE - The Rev. Billy Graham addresses a gathering of about 40,000 people at Bulldog Stadium at Fresno State University in Fresno, Calif., Thursday, Oct. 11, 2001. A statue of the late Rev. Billy Graham set to stand inside the U.S. Capitol to represent North Carolina will be unveiled next week in a ceremony. (Mark Crosse/The Fresno Bee via AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Rev. Billy Graham addresses a gathering of about 40,000 people at Bulldog Stadium at Fresno State University in Fresno, Calif., Thursday, Oct. 11, 2001. A statue of the late Rev. Billy Graham set to stand inside the U.S. Capitol to represent North Carolina will be unveiled next week in a ceremony. (Mark Crosse/The Fresno Bee via AP, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            GARY D. ROBERTSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        A bronze sculpture of the late Rev. Billy Graham, the prolific evangelist also known as "America's Pastor," was unveiled at the U.S. Capitol on Thursday.
Graham's likeness, depicting the Charlotte-born minister with his archetypal gesture toward an open Bible in his hand, was revealed inside National Statuary Hall during a gathering attended by House Speaker Mike Johnson, Gov. Roy Cooper, former Vice President Mike Pence, state congressional and legislative members and Graham's family. 
The 7-foot (2.13-meter) tall statue is one of two that North Carolina and each state get to place on display inside the hall or elsewhere in the Capitol to honor notables in their history. The process for Graham's statue to replace one of North Carolina's began nine years ago.
"Billy Graham finally takes his rightful place on these hallowed grounds of American democracy," Johnson, R-La., said at the dedication ceremony. As with other speakers, Johnson recalled the personal importance that Graham's ministry of preaching the Christian gospel had on them and their families: "Billy Graham is such a towering figure in my life, and as he is in all of our lives."

    


Graham, who lived most of his adult life in the mountain community of Montreat, died in 2018 at age 99. Graham was the most widely heard Christian evangelist in history, preaching in person to nearly 215 million people worldwide, according to the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. His last crusade meetings were held in New York in 2005.




An adviser of presidents from Dwight Eisenhower to George W. Bush, Graham influenced both the political and spiritual realm during his ministry career. As a symbol of that nexus, Graham's body had lied in honor in the Capitol Rotunda after his death, marking just the fourth private citizen at that time to receive the distinction, the association said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The North Carolina General Assembly approved legislation in 2015 asking a congressional committee to eventually approve a likeness of Graham for display in the hall. Rules say a person's statue can only be installed posthumously. 

    


Ceremony speakers focused on Graham's unwavering commitment to preaching the Christian gospel, his integrity and humility, and legacy for future generations.
The Rev. Franklin Graham, the evangelist's son, said his father would have been uncomfortable with all of the attention had he been there Thursday, "because he would want the focus to be on the one that he preached. He'd want the focus to be on the Lord Jesus Christ." 
The Graham statue replaces one of early 20th-century Gov. Charles Aycock, who, while known as an education advocate, has fallen from favor because of his ties to the white supremacy movement at the time. 
While not a social activist, Graham integrated his Southern crusades in 1953, a year before the Supreme Court's school integration ruling. And he long refused to visit South Africa while its white regime insisted on racially segregated meetings. Graham said later in life he regretted that he didn't battle for civil rights more forcefully.

    


"We acknowledge that he is a better representation of our state than the statue it replaces, which brought memories of a painful history of racism," said Cooper, who recalled hearing Graham as a youth at a Raleigh stadium. "Not that Rev. Graham was perfect. He would have been the first to tell us that."
The Graham sculpture was created by Charlotte-based artist Chas Fagan and bronzed in the state. The base, also created from local granite, is inscribed with two verses from the Book of John that highlight Graham's evangelistic ministry.
The other North Carolina statue commissioned for the National Statuary Hall is a likeness of Civil War-era Gov. Zebulon Vance, who was also a Confederate military officer and U.S. senator.
Graham helped build evangelicalism into a force in American life during the 20th century while forging powerful connections to Christian believers worldwide, including those in communist countries. His ministry was marked by the use of mass media, including a daily newspaper column, network radio and prime-time telecasts of his crusades.
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                    A Florida sheriff released body camera video Thursday showing a deputy outside an apartment door and firing immediately when it was opened by U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Roger Fortson carrying a handgun pointed downward. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Trial lawyer Benjamin Crump speaks as the family of slain airman Roger Fortson look on during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: Chantemekki Fortson, the mother of slain airman Roger Fortson, speaks during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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Chantemekki Fortson, the mother of slain airman Roger Fortson, speaks during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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[image: FILE - This photo provided by the U.S. Air Force, shows Senior Airman Roger Fortson in a Dec. 24, 2019, photo. A Florida deputy's fatal shooting of a U.S. service member has jarred the former top enlisted officer of the Air Force. In 2020, Chief Master Sgt. Kaleth O. Wright warned that his greatest fear was waking up to news that police had killed a Black airman. (U.S. Air Force via AP, File)]
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[image: A photo is held of slain airman Roger Fortson during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | A photo is held of slain airman Roger Fortson during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 10
A photo is held of slain airman Roger Fortson during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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[image: A small shrine is pictured Monday, May 13, 2024, in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. at the door of an apartment where a Florida deputy shot and killed Senior Airman Roger Fortson. The shrine includes a long wooden plank, anchored by two sets of aviator wings and a black marker to leave thoughts, a Stella Artois, and combat boots and an American Flag. As the unit takes a day to grieve and prepare for a funeral Friday, May 17, questions remain about the shooting. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Chantemekki Fortson, the mother of slain airman Roger Fortson, speaks during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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Chantemekki Fortson, the mother of slain airman Roger Fortson, speaks during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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[image: Chantemekki Fortson, the mother of slain airman Roger Fortson, holds her daughter during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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Chantemekki Fortson, the mother of slain airman Roger Fortson, holds her daughter during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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[image: Chantemekki Fortson, left, the mother of slain airman Roger Fortson, holds family members during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: Trial lawyer Benjamin Crump speaks as the family of slain airman Roger Fortson look on during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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Trial lawyer Benjamin Crump speaks as the family of slain airman Roger Fortson look on during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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[image: Chantemekki Fortson, the mother of slain airman Roger Fortson, center, is held by family during a news conference describing details of the airman's death, Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Stonecrest, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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                                        STONECREST, Ga. (AP) -- A lawyer for the family of Roger Fortson said Thursday that the bodycam footage of the Florida sheriff's deputy who killed the Black U.S. Air Force airman and police radio traffic from right after the shooting reinforce their assertion that the deputy was directed to the wrong apartment while responding to a domestic disturbance call that day.
In police radio traffic that lawyer Ben Crump played at a news conference surrounded by Fortson's family, a dispatcher says all they know about the location of the disturbance is "fourth-party information."
"Uh, don't have any further other than a male and female," the dispatcher tells officers. "It's all fourth-party information from the front desk at the leasing office."
Crump also highlighted two portions of the bodycam video in which the deputy asks the woman leading him around the complex, "Which door?" The woman responds, "Um... I'm not sure." Seconds later, the woman tells the officer that she heard a disturbance two weeks ago, but "I wasn't sure where it came from."

    


Fortson, 23, was shot May 3 by an Okaloosa County sheriff's deputy in the doorway of his apartment. Sheriff's officials say the deputy acted in self-defense while responding to a call of a disturbance in progress at the apartment complex. Crump and Fortson's family contend that the deputy went to the wrong unit and the shooting was unjustified. 




The Florida Department of Law Enforcement is investigating and the deputy involved has been placed on administrative leave. Nearly two weeks after the shooting, the sheriff has yet to release an incident report, any 911 records or the officer's identity, despite requests for the information under Florida's open records act.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At the news conference, Fortson's mother, Meka Fortson, said she doesn't remember her son even killing a spider, and that he didn't deserve to be killed.

    


"I'll walk through the fires" to get justice, she said.
Her message to the Sheriff Eric Aden: "You're going to give me justice whether you want to, Sheriff Aden, or not," she said.
A shrine of sorts has sprung up outside Fortson's apartment, where people have left combat boots, bouquets of flowers and an American flag, among other things.
The news conference was held at the New Birth Missionary Baptist Church in the Atlanta suburb of Stonecrest. It would be followed by a wake in nearby Decatur. Fortson's funeral will be held at New Birth on Friday.
Bodycam video of the confrontation shows the deputy arriving at a Fort Walton Beach apartment building and speaking to a woman outside who described hearing an argument. The deputy then went up an elevator and walked down an outdoor hallway.
The video shows the deputy banging on the door and stepping aside, seemingly out of view of the door. Twice he shouted: "Sheriff's office! Open the door!"
Fortson, who legally owned a firearm, opened the door and could be seen holding what appeared to be handgun pointed down toward the floor. The deputy shouted, "Step back!" and then shot Fortson six times. Only afterward did he shout, "Drop the gun! Drop the gun!"

    


The deputy then called paramedics on his radio. The case is among many around the country in which Black people have been shot in their homes by law enforcement personnel.
Crump said earlier that Fortson was talking to his girlfriend on FaceTime and that he grabbed his gun because he heard someone outside his apartment. He said that the deputy burst into the apartment, citing the account of the girlfriend, who has not yet been identified.
In a clip from the FaceTime video captured by Fortson's cellphone, the airman can be heard groaning and saying, "I can't breathe." A deputy can be heard yelling back at him, "Stop moving!" The phone is pointed at the ceiling and does not show what is going on in the apartment.
Fortson, a senior airman, was stationed at Hurlburt Field near Fort Walton Beach, Florida. He was a gunner aboard the AC-130J and earned an Air Medal with combat device, which is typically awarded after 20 flights in a combat zone or for conspicuous valor or achievement on a single mission. 

    


Fortson was assigned to the 4th Special Operations Squadron as a special missions aviator, where one of his roles was to load the gunship's 30mm and 105mm cannons.
His family has said he doted on his 10-year-old sister and was determined to provide a better life for her and his mother, hoping eventually to buy her a house.
___
Anderson reported from St. Petersburg, Florida.
___
This story was updated to correct that the news conference was Thursday, not Friday.
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    [image: FILE - The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) seal is shown outside its headquarters, March 14, 2023, in Washington. An independent review released Tuesday, May 7, 2024, of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 's workplace culture describes an environment that fostered ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) seal is shown outside its headquarters, March 14, 2023, in Washington. An independent review released Tuesday, May 7, 2024, of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 's workplace culture describes an environment that fostered "hostile, abusive, unprofessional, or inappropriate conduct," and questions whether the agency's chairman is credible to lead the agency through a cultural transformation. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. Chairman Martin Gruenberg sat for a second day of grilling Thursday on Capitol Hill, this time at the Senate Banking Committee, after a damning report about the agency's toxic workplace culture was released last week. 
The hearing was called to address oversight of financial regulators, including the Office of the Comptroller and the Federal Reserve, but two days of testimony have largely focused on the workplace culture at the FDIC and failures, according to the report, by Gruenberg to prevent hundreds of instances of harassment and discrimination against employees. 
An independent review of the FDIC 's workplace culture released last week describes an environment that fostered "hostile, abusive, unprofessional, or inappropriate conduct," and questions whether the agency's chairman is able to lead the agency through a cultural transformation.

    


The report released Tuesday by law firm Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton cites incidents of stalking, harassment, homophobia and other violations of employment regulations, based on more than 500 complaints from employees. 




Complaints included a woman who said she was stalked by a coworker and continually harassed even after complaining about his behavior; a field office supervisor referring to gay men as "little girls"; and a female field examiner who described receiving a picture of an FDIC senior examiner's private parts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The FDIC is one of several banking system regulators. The Great Depression-era agency is best known for running the nation's deposit insurance program, which insures Americans' deposits up to $250,000 in case their bank fails. 
On Thursday, Republican lawmakers roundly called on Gruenberg, who is a Democrat, to resign, after a similar grilling at the House Financial Services Committee on Wednesday. At Thursday's hearing, Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC) detailed several stories of female FDIC workers who outlined extreme harassment and stalking by their coworkers, complaints that were dismissed by supervisors, according to the report. 

    


"Marty -- you've heard me say this to you directly -- you should resign," Scott said. "Your employees do not have confidence in you. And this is not a single incident. This spans over a decade-plus of your leadership at the FDIC."
Gruenberg said in his testimony that he takes "full responsibility to anyone who has experienced sexual harassment, discrimination or other misconduct at the FDIC. I again want to apologize and express how deeply sorry I am."
Democratic Senators did not call on the agency chairman to resign, but called on Gruenberg to change the agency. 
"Chair Gruenberg, it's up to you to prove to the public and to your employees that you are that leader, and are able to restore confidence in the FDIC," Committee Chair Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) said. 
Sen. John Kennedy said he plans to introduce a bill that will extend the statute of limitations for FDIC employees to file suit over the abuses they experienced while employed at the agency.

    


"Have you ever heard the expression 'a fish rots from the head down?'" Kennedy (R-LA) asked Gruenberg, adding, "you're not going to be able to clean up the FDIC because you're going to be too busy defending yourself in court."
Gruenberg heard similar comments to either step down or make serious reforms from Democrats and Republicans on Wednesday, when he appeared in front of the House Financial Services Committee. 
"There is a deficit of trust and your credibility has been undermined," said Rep. Ayanna Pressley, D-Massachusetts, at Wednesday's hearing. 
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    [image: Migration officials detain undocumented Haitians in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. As soaring violence and political turmoil grip neighboring Haiti, Dominican Republic's election on May 19 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: FILE - Dominican Republic's President Luis Abinader speaks during his swearing-in ceremony in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Aug. 16, 2020. Abinader, the frontrunner in the 2024 presidential race as he seeks reelection, has begun to build a Trump-like border wall along Haiti's border and carried out mass deportations of 175,000 Haitians just last year. (Orlando Barria/Pool via AP File)]
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[image: FILE - People wait in vain on the Haitian side of the border, to be allowed to cross into Dajabon, Dominican Republic, Oct. 11, 2023. Dominican Republic's election on Sunday, May 19, 2024 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | FILE - People wait in vain on the Haitian side of the border, to be allowed to cross into Dajabon, Dominican Republic, Oct. 11, 2023. Dominican Republic's election on Sunday, May 19, 2024 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Haitians hold up their immigration status documents to prove they have work permits, in Haina, Dominican Republic, March 16, 2024. Dominican Republic's election on Sunday, May 19, has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | FILE - Haitians hold up their immigration status documents to prove they have work permits, in Haina, Dominican Republic, March 16, 2024. Dominican Republic's election on Sunday, May 19, has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Haitians detained for deportation look out from a police vehicle on a border bridge between Dajabon, Dominican Republic, and Haiti, Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023. Dominican Republic's election on Sunday, May 19, 2024 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)]
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[image: Migration officials detain undocumented Haitians in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024.As soaring violence and political turmoil grip neighboring Haiti, Dominican Republic's election on May 19 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Migration officials stand on the tailgate step of a paddy wagon as they transport undocumented Haitians in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. As soaring violence and political turmoil grip neighboring Haiti, Dominican Republic's election on May 19 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Haitians who earn money as moto-taxi drivers and handymen, wait for customers at the Eight batey in the Bahoruco province, Dominican Republic, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. The Dominican Republic bateyes are settlements of mostly Haitian immigrants and descendents working in the nearby sugarcane plantations. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: An art dealer and the paintings he sells are reflected in a storefront window in the Zona Colonial neighborhood of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Dominicans head to the polls on Sunday, May 19th to elect a new president and members of their Congress. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Friends and family fuss over a quinceanera in preparation for her photo session at Colon square in the Zona Colonial neighborhood of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Dominicans head to the polls on Sunday, May 19th to elect a new president and members of their Congress. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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    [image: Migration officials detain undocumented Haitians in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. As soaring violence and political turmoil grip neighboring Haiti, Dominican Republic's election on May 19 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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Migration officials detain undocumented Haitians in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. As soaring violence and political turmoil grip neighboring Haiti, Dominican Republic's election on May 19 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: FILE - Dominican Republic's President Luis Abinader speaks during his swearing-in ceremony in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Aug. 16, 2020. Abinader, the frontrunner in the 2024 presidential race as he seeks reelection, has begun to build a Trump-like border wall along Haiti's border and carried out mass deportations of 175,000 Haitians just last year. (Orlando Barria/Pool via AP File)]
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[image: FILE - People wait in vain on the Haitian side of the border, to be allowed to cross into Dajabon, Dominican Republic, Oct. 11, 2023. Dominican Republic's election on Sunday, May 19, 2024 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)]
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FILE - People wait in vain on the Haitian side of the border, to be allowed to cross into Dajabon, Dominican Republic, Oct. 11, 2023. Dominican Republic's election on Sunday, May 19, 2024 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)
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[image: FILE - Haitians hold up their immigration status documents to prove they have work permits, in Haina, Dominican Republic, March 16, 2024. Dominican Republic's election on Sunday, May 19, has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Haitians detained for deportation look out from a police vehicle on a border bridge between Dajabon, Dominican Republic, and Haiti, Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023. Dominican Republic's election on Sunday, May 19, 2024 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez, File)]
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[image: Migration officials detain undocumented Haitians in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024.As soaring violence and political turmoil grip neighboring Haiti, Dominican Republic's election on May 19 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Migration officials stand on the tailgate step of a paddy wagon as they transport undocumented Haitians in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Thursday, May 16, 2024. As soaring violence and political turmoil grip neighboring Haiti, Dominican Republic's election on May 19 has been defined by calls for more migratory crackdowns and finishing a border wall dividing the countries. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Haitians who earn money as moto-taxi drivers and handymen, wait for customers at the Eight batey in the Bahoruco province, Dominican Republic, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. The Dominican Republic bateyes are settlements of mostly Haitian immigrants and descendents working in the nearby sugarcane plantations. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: An art dealer and the paintings he sells are reflected in a storefront window in the Zona Colonial neighborhood of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Dominicans head to the polls on Sunday, May 19th to elect a new president and members of their Congress. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Friends and family fuss over a quinceanera in preparation for her photo session at Colon square in the Zona Colonial neighborhood of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Dominicans head to the polls on Sunday, May 19th to elect a new president and members of their Congress. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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                                        VERON, Dominican Republic (AP) -- As soaring violence and political turmoil grip neighboring Haiti, the Dominican Republic will hold elections Sunday that have been defined by calls for more crackdowns on migrants and finishing a border wall dividing the countries.
Politics in the two Caribbean nations sharing the island of Hispaniola have long been intertwined. Haiti's spiral into chaos in recent years has coincided with a harsh crackdown by its Dominican neighbor.
President Luis Abinader, a clear frontrunner race as he seeks reelection in the presidential race, has begun to build a Trump-like border wall along Haiti's border and carried out mass deportations of 175,000 Haitians just last year. Dominicans also will be choosing members of Congress.
"We will continue to deport everyone who is illegal from any country," Abinader said in a debate in late April. "A society that doesn't do that is chaos and anarchy."

    


Abinader, who has also pledged to strengthen the nation's economy, said he would finish construction of the border wall with Haiti. His closest competitors - former President Leonel Fernandez and Santiago Mayor Abel Martinez - have echoed his calls to ramp up the actions against migration. 




The crackdown has marked an intensification of longtime policies by the Dominican government that human rights groups have alleged are discriminatory and put vulnerable people at risk. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fernandez, of the People's Force party, said Dominicans were "afraid to go out into the streets" despite Abinader's policies. He also said he would continue crackdowns while respecting human rights.
Dominican voters seem to be rewarding Abinader for the crackdown, with the incumbent favored to get more than the 50% support needed to win in the first round of voting. If no candidate reaches the 50% mark a runoff between the top vote-getters would be held. 

    


Ana Pagan, a 34-year-old supervisor at a communications company in the country's capital of Santo Domingo, said she approved of the border wall being built and the measures taken by the government.
"No foreigner who wants to stay here in the Dominican Republic should do so illegally, and that's what (the government) has said," she said. 
However, Pagan said the wall doesn't solve all of the country's issues, and she referred to what have been the other key electoral issues for Dominicans: crime and endemic corruption. Pagan said many of the country's security problems come from corrupt officials allowing smuggling and other crimes. 
While Dominican voters want continued a government crackdown on migrants, many of the hundreds of thousands of Haitians in the Dominican Republic live in fear.
Haiti, long stricken by tragedy, has been in a downward spiral since the assassination of President Jovenel Moise in 2021. Gangs have warred for power, injecting terror and turmoil into the lives of many in the Caribbean nation. 
In recent weeks - following the prime minister's resignation - a transition council tasked with choosing Haiti's new leaders has offered a small dose of hope of easing some of the country's many woes. 

    


The ongoing violence has forced many to flee their homes and seek refuge in places like the Dominican Republic and the United States. The Dominican government's policies have stirred concerns among both newly arrived migrants and Haitians that have long called the Dominican Republic home.
Yani Rimpel, a 35-year-old Haitian businesswoman in the eastern city of Veron, has lived in the country for 20 years. She told the AP she's never seen such uncertainty among Haitian communities, something she attributes to Abinader's migratory policy.
Two weeks ago, she said immigration agents broke into her house at dawn with heavily armed soldiers in tow. She said they searched the house and stole cash she saved up to buy and sell merchandise, leaving her without any means to support herself.
"If (Abinader) stays in power, I can't live here. I'm going to have to move back to my house in Haiti. Because here I have no value. I'm not safe. I don't have a way to live here if he continues" as president, she said.
----
Megan Janetsky reported from Mexico City. 
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[image: Bosnian Serb leader serving as the 8th President of Republika Srpska, Milorad Dodik speaks during a joint press conference with Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Peter Szijjarto during their meeting in the latter's office in Budapest, Hungary, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- A U.N. resolution sponsored by Germany and Rwanda to establish an annual day to commemorate the 1995 genocide of more than 8,000 Bosnian Muslims by Bosnian Serbs has sparked protests and a strong lobbying campaign against its adoption by Serbia's president and the Bosnian Serb leadership.
The U.N. General Assembly has scheduled a debate on the resolution on the morning of May 23 to be followed by a vote in the 193-member world body.
The final draft of the resolution would designate July 11 as the "International Day of Reflection and Commemoration of the 1995 Genocide in Srebrenca," to be observed annually starting in two months. The massacres started on July 11, 1995.
The draft asks the United Nations to prepare an outreach program and invites countries, organizations, civil society and others to observe the day with "appropriate education and public awareness-raising activities" in memory and honor of the victims.

    


The Srebrenica killings were the bloody crescendo of Bosnia's 1992-95 war, which came after the breakup of Yugoslavia unleashed nationalist passions and territorial ambitions that set Bosnian Serbs against the country's two other main ethnic populations, Croats and Muslim Bosniaks.




On July 11, 1995, Bosnian Serbs overran a U.N.-protected safe area in Srebrenica. They separated at least 8,000 Muslim Bosniak men and boys from their wives, mothers and sisters and slaughtered them. Those who tried to escape were chased through the woods and over the mountains around the town.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The International Court of Justice, the U.N.'s highest tribunal, determined in 2007 that the acts committed in Srebrenica constituted genocide, and the court's determination is included in the draft resolution. It was Europe's first genocide since the Nazi Holocaust in World War II, which killed an estimated 6 million Jews and people from other minorities.

    


Germany's U.N. Ambassador Antje Leendertse said there is an official U.N. commemoration of the 1994 Rwanda genocide on April 7 every year -- the day the Hutu-led government began the killing of members of the Tutsi minority and their supporters. The draft resolution aims "to close the gap" by creating a separate U.N. day "to commemorate the victims of Srebrenica, in time before the 30th anniversary in 2025," she said in an statement to AP on Thursday.
"The resolution has the support of a large cross-regional group and provides an opportunity to reaffirm the shared commitment of the UN membership to international law and the international judicial order," Leendertse said.
Serbia's populist President Aleksandar Vucic as well as the Bosnian Serb leadership have vehemently opposed the adoption of the Srebrenica resolution, saying it brands all Serbs as a "genocidal nation" although the draft does not mention Serbs as culprits.
Vucic and his government have been campaigning both at the U.N. and among developing countries to win support for a "No" vote. They say they have already gained a majority against the resolution. Approval requires a majority of those voting.

    


Vucic as well as Bosnian Serb leader Milorad Dodik have mentioned several times the possibility of having to pay war damages if the resolution is adopted. Local analysts say Serb leaders, including Vucic, also fear they could be put on trial for active participation in the bloodshed.
The draft resolution condemns "without reservation any denial of the Srebrenica genocide as a historical event." It also "condemns without reservation actions that glorify those convicted of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide by international courts, including those responsible for the Srebrenica genocide."
Bosnian Serb wartime political leader Radovan Karadzic and his military commander, Ratko Mladic, were both convicted of genocide in Srebrenica by a special U.N. war crimes tribunal in The Hague, Netherlands. In all, the tribunal and courts in the Balkans have sentenced close to 50 Bosnian Serb wartime officials to lengthy prison terms.
However, most Serbian and Bosnian Serb officials still celebrate Karadzic and Mladic as national heroes. They continue to downplay or even deny the Srebrenica killings, which has deeply offended relatives of the massacre victims and survivors.

    


At a meeting with Dodik in Budapest on Wednesday, Hungary Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto said his country will vote against the resolution. He called the genocide the "Srebrenica tragedy" and said the resolution "intentionally or unintentionally would demonize the entire Serbian nation" and inflame tensions in the surrounding region.
The upcoming vote was also raised at a regular U.N. Security Council meeting on political and economic developments in Bosnia on Wednesday.
U.S. Deputy Ambassador Robert Wood said that "Dodik's dangerous actions and secessionist rhetoric threaten peace and stability in the region" and "genocide denial also prevents reconciliation."

    


"Commemorating historical truths and accepting facts is important and moves the region forward on a path towards reconciliation," Wood said. "And honoring the victims of genocide reinforces the values reflected in the U.N. Charter."
But Russian U.N. Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia, whose country has strong ties to Serbia and the Bosnian Serbs, said the introduction of the resolution without the consent of all Bosnian parties was a violation of the country's constitution and the 1995 Dayton peace agreement which ended the war.
"We view this provocative text as a threat to peace and security in the country and in the region as a whole," he said, accusing Germany and Rwanda of sparking protests instead of promoting reconciliation.
Chinese Deputy U.N. Ambassador Geng Shuang reiterated Beijing's call for the sponsors to engage with key parties and member states to reach consensus on the draft resolution. He said there are still "major differences" and "forcing it through is inconsistent with the spirit of promoting reconciliation" within Bosnia and among countries in the region.
Germany and Rwanda have said they would seriously consider proposals by Serbia to change the text.
___
This version corrects a typographical error in the 12th paragraph that mispelt the Serbian president's last name. 
___
Associated Press writers Dusan Stojanovic in Belgrade and Justin Spike in Budapest, Hungary, contributed to this report.
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Wisconsin election officials voted Thursday to provide more details to voters than normal to avoid confusion about a ballot that will have both a special and regular election for a vacant congressional seat.
The rare anomaly for the 8th Congressional District is due to the timing of former U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher's surprise resignation. Under state law, if Gallagher had quit before April 9, a special election before November would have had to be called.
Gallagher quit on April 24, which required Gov. Tony Evers to call the special election on the same dates as the Aug. 13 primary and Nov. 5 general election.
That means that voters in the northeastern Wisconsin congressional district will be voting to elect someone in a special election to fill the remainder of the current term, which runs until Jan. 3, and then vote separately for someone to fill the regular two-year term starting in January.

    


"There is a source for confusion present here and it will be very difficult to avoid any voter confusion," said Wisconsin Elections Commission attorney Brandon Hunzicker at a meeting Thursday. 




To help avoid confusion, the commission voted to have the ballot show the length of both the special election and the regular term. Voters in the congressional district will also be handed an explanation of why the same congressional seat is on the ballot twice.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


The exact wording of both the ballot and the information sheet will be considered by the commission next month.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If we're not clarifying that for the voter, we have done the voters a disservice," commissioner Ann Jacobs said.
Candidates for the office will also be required to circulate separate nomination papers for both the special and regular elections. Those nomination papers are due June 3.
State Sen. Andre Jacque, of De Pere, former state Sen. Roger Roth, of Appleton, and former gas station and convenience store owner Tony Wied, are all running as Republicans for the seat. Wied has been endorsed by former President Donald Trump.

    


Dr. Kristin Lyerly is the only announced Democrat in the race.
Wisconsin's 8th Congressional District is solidly Republican, but Democrats have vowed to make it competitive.
Trump won the district by 16 percentage points in 2020, even though he lost the state by less than a point to President Joe Biden. Gallagher won reelection three times by no fewer than 25 points. The district includes the cities of Appleton and Green Bay, Door County and covers mostly rural areas north through Marinette.
___
This story has been corrected to show that Gallagher's resignation was effective April 24, not April 20.
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                                        PRISTINA, Kosovo (AP) -- The government of Kosovo is making a last-minute effort to convince Western powers to vote on whether to admit the country as a new member in the Council of Europe, the continent's top human rights body. 
Foreign Minister Donika Gervalla-Schwarz in a letter Thursday to Theodoros Rousopoulos, the head of the Council of Europe's Parliament Assembly, said the government would send a draft bill it is working on, outlining its proposal on Serb-majority municipalities, to Kosovo's Constitutional Court by the end of May. 
Foreign ministers of the member countries of the Council of Europe were to convene on Friday but it was unclear whether Kosovo's admission would be on the agenda -- and whether the letter from Gervalla-Schwarz could make that happen. 
Kosovo needs at least a two-thirds' yes vote from 46 member countries for council membership. 

    


Media in Kosovo said the vote on the country's membership was not included in Friday's agenda, apparently because France and Germany were not convinced that Kosovo had taken sufficient steps to establish a so-called association with its Serb-majority municipalities in the north -- a condition that has been decried by Kosovo's Prime Minister Albin Kurti.




The association would coordinate work on education, health care, land planning and economic development in the Serb-majority cities and towns and serve as a bridge with the Kosovo government.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Despite assurances from the United States and the European Union, Kosovo fears such an association would be a step toward creating a Serb mini-state with wide autonomy, similar to the Republika Srpska in Bosnia. 
The establishment of the association was first agreed on in Brussels in 2013 and approved by the Kosovo parliament. But Kosovo's Constitutional Court later deemed it unconstitutional, saying it was not inclusive of other ethnicities and could entail executive powers.

    


The Constitutional Court will now have to decide on whether the new draft is in line with Kosovo's constitution.
Serbia's President Aleksandar Vucic described Kosovo's move as a "trick rather than a serious attempt to do anything regarding the implementation of the agreement from Brussels."
The foreign ministers' vote is the last step before Kosovo can be invited to join the Council of Europe. 
The EU-facilitated normalization talks between Kosovo and Serbia have failed to make progress and Brussels has warned both that refusal to compromise jeopardizes their chances of joining the bloc. Serbia doesn't recognize its former province of Kosovo's formal declaration of independence in 2008. 
The 1998-1999 war between Serbian government forces and ethnic Albanian separatists in Kosovo  killed about 13,000 people, mostly Kosovo Albanians. In 1999, a 78-day NATO bombing campaign ended the war and Serbian forces were pushed out.
___
Semini reported from Tirana, Albania. Associated Press writer Jovana Gec in Belgrade, Serbia, contributed to this report. 
___
Follow Llazar Semini at https://x.com/lsemini
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                                        ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) -- Maryland Gov. Wes Moore signed a bill into law on Thursday to create a new statewide center to help prevent gun violence. 
The governor described the center as the first of its kind since the White House urged states to form their own centers to better focus efforts to stop gun violence. Moore also signed two other measures related to guns into law, including a bill that would enable state and local officials to hold the members of the firearm industry accountable in civil court, if they fail to meet minimum standards to prevent harm.
Another bill expands the definition of "rapid fire trigger activator" to include auto sears, also known as Glock switches, banning them in the state. 
Last year, President Joe Biden created the first-ever federal office of gun violence prevention, which is overseen by Vice President Kamala Harris. The office coordinates efforts across the federal government to offer help and guidance to states struggling with gun violence. The administration has called on states to create their own offices to help focus federal grants to reduce violence.

    


"Maryland became the first state in the nation to officially answer President Biden's call," Moore, a Democrat, said at a news conference during his fourth bill-signing ceremony of the year.




The center, which the governor proposed in his legislative package, is being created to foster a statewide partnership with federal and local agencies to reduce gun violence. The Center for Firearm Violence Prevention will be part of the state health department to implement a public health approach to the problem.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The governor also highlighted other public safety measures he signed Thursday that were passed in the state's annual 90-day legislative session, which ended last month.
Two of the bills honor the memory of Baltimore tech CEO Pava Marie LaPere, who was killed last year. One of the new laws will prohibit a person imprisoned for first-degree rape from receiving early release credits automatically for good behavior. The man charged in LaPere's slaying was released from prison in October 2022 after serving a shortened sentence for a 2013 rape because he earned good behavior credits behind bars. 

    


Another bill creates the Pava LaPere Innovation Acceleration Grant Program to provide grants to technology-based startup companies founded by students.
"They both make sure that the tragedy that happened to Pava never happens again, and they also celebrate the light that Pava was and that she still is," Moore, who had met LaPere, said.
Moore also signed a package of juvenile justice reforms into law that are aimed at improving accountability and rehabilitation in response to complaints about increasing crimes like auto theft and handgun violations in parts of the state.
"Children in the system do not have clear pathways to rehabilitation, and there is no meaningful oversight of this process," Maryland House Speaker Adrienne Jones said, before the governor signed the legislation designed to change that. "All the while, we've seen a spike in behavioral health issues and a proliferation of handguns in our communities since the pandemic. House Bill 814 acknowledges this reality and says we want to help."

    


Moore also signed other public safety measures he prioritized, including a bill to increase apprenticeships in public safety to help boost the ranks of law enforcement officers. He also signed a bill to compensate victims of crime.
The governor also signed a bill to create a permanent funding source for the state's 988 mental health crisis helpline by adding a fee of 25 cents to cell phone bills.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The European Union opened fresh investigations Thursday into Facebook and Instagram over suspicions that they're failing to protect children online, in violation of the bloc's strict digital regulations for social media platforms. 
It's the latest round of scrutiny for parent company Meta Platforms under the 27-nation EU's Digital Services Act, a sweeping set of regulations that took effect last year with the goal of cleaning up online platforms and protecting internet users. 
The European Commission, the bloc's executive arm, said it's concerned that the algorithmic systems used by Facebook and Instagram to recommend content like videos and posts could "exploit the weaknesses and inexperience" of children and stimulate "addictive behaviour." It's worried that these systems could reinforce the so-called "rabbit hole" effect that leads users to increasingly disturbing content.

    


The commission is also looking into Meta's use of age verification tools to prevent children from accessing Facebook or Instagram, or be shown inappropriate content. The platforms require users to be at least 13 years old to set up an account. It's also looking into whether the company is complying with DSA rules requiring a high level of privacy, safety and security for minors. 




"We want young people to have safe, age-appropriate experiences online and have spent a decade developing more than 50 tools and policies designed to protect them," Meta said in a prepared statement. "This is a challenge the whole industry is facing, and we look forward to sharing details of our work with the European Commission."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They're the latest DSA cases to focus on child protection under the DSA, which requires platforms to put in place stringent measures to protect minors. The commission opened two separate investigations earlier this year into TikTok over concerns about risks to kids. 

    


"We are not convinced that Meta has done enough to comply with the DSA obligations -- to mitigate the risks of negative effects to the physical and mental health of young Europeans on its platforms Facebook and Instagram," European Commissioner Thierry Breton said in a social media post.
The cases announced Thursday aren't the first for Facebook and Instagram. They're are already being investigated under the DSA over concerns they're not doing enough to stop foreign disinformation ahead of EU elections next month. 
Social media platform X and ecommerce site AliExpress are also being investigated over their compliance with the EU rules. 
There's no deadline for the investigations to wrap up. Violations could result in fines of up to 6% of a company's annual worldwide revenue. 
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[image: Palestinians walk through the debris after an Israeli air and ground offensive in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: An Israeli Apache helicopter fires a missile towards the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Palestinians walk through the debris after an Israeli air and ground offensive in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]
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[image: South Africa's agents Vusimuzi Madonsela, seated right, and Cornelius Scholtz, seated second left, talk prior to the start of hearings at the International Court of Justice, in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, May 16, 2024. The U.N.'s top court opened two days of hearings in a case brought by South Africa to see whether Israel needs to take additional measures to alleviate the suffering in war-ravaged Gaza. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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                                        Israel's defense minister said the military would send more troops into Rafah, a city along Gaza's southern border with Egypt, as fighting also rages in northern Gaza, where Hamas has regrouped. 
South Africa is seeking emergency measures at the U.N.'s top court to halt Israel's escalating offensive in Rafah, calling the incursion "the last step in the destruction of Gaza." Israel has portrayed Rafah as the last Hamas stronghold, brushing off warnings from the United States and other allies that any major operation there would be catastrophic for civilians. 
No food has entered the two main border crossings in southern Gaza for more than a week. Some 1.1 million Palestinians are on the brink of starvation, according to the U.N.
Around 600,000 Palestinians have been driven out of Rafah since the beginning of last week, the U.N. said. Some 80% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million Palestinians have fled their homes since the start of the war, with many relocating multiple times. 

    


Seven months of war have killed more than 35,000 people in Gaza, most of them women and children, according to local health officials. 




The war began Oct. 7 when Hamas attacked southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people there, mostly civilians, and taking about 250 hostage. Israel says militants still hold around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others.
Currently:
-- U.S. military says Gaza Strip pier project is completed, aid to soon flow.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- The top U.N. court is holding hearings on the Israeli military's incursion into Rafah.
-- Interior Department staffer becomes first Jewish Biden appointee to publicly resign over war.
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
ARAB LEAGUE CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE END TO FIGHTING IN GAZA, AND BLAMES ISRAEL FOR FAILED CEASE-FIRE TALKS
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- The Arab League on Thursday called for an immediate end to fighting in the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip and blamed Israeli "obstruction" for failed negotiations for a cease-fire.

    


The Arab League issued the statement after a summit in Bahrain drew top leaders.
"We stress the need to stop the Israeli aggression against the Gaza Strip immediately, withdraw the Israeli occupation forces from all areas of the Strip (and) lift the siege imposed on it," the statement said.
The countries also called for the release of "hostages and detainees."
The statement blamed Israel for the war continuing.
"We strongly condemn Israel's obstruction of cease-fire efforts in the Gaza Strip and its continued military escalation by expanding its aggression against the Palestinian city of Rafah, despite international warnings of the disastrous humanitarian consequences," it said.
The group also reiterated a longstanding call for a two-state solution along Israel's 1967 borders, with east Jerusalem as the Palestinian capital.
The statement called on Palestinian factions to join under the Palestine Liberation Organization, which it said was "the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people."
The Arab League is a 22-member organization founded in 1945 to promote regional cooperation and resolve disputes. However, it is widely seen as toothless and has long struggled to help solve conflicts in the Mideast.

    


SOUTH AFRICA SAYS GAZA IS BEING 'WIPED OFF THE MAP' AND ASKS U.N. COURT TO HALT ISRAEL'S INVASION OF RAFAH
THE HAGUE -- South Africa told the United Nations' top court on Thursday the situation in Gaza has reached "a new and horrific stage" as it sought emergency measures to halt Israel's military operation in the enclave's southern city of Rafah. 
It was the third time the International Court of Justice held hearings on the conflict in Gaza since South Africa filed proceedings at The Hague-based court in December accusing Israel of genocide. 
"Seven months ago South Africa could not have imagined that Gaza would be largely wiped off the map," the country's ambassador to the Netherlands, Vusimuzi Madonsela, told the panel of 15 international judges Thursday.
During hearings earlier this year, Israel strongly denied committing genocide in Gaza, saying it does all it can to spare civilians and is only targeting Hamas militants. Israel says Rafah is the last stronghold of the militant group. 

    


South Africa argues that the military operation has far surpassed justified self-defense. "Israel's actions in Rafah are part of the end game. This is the last step in the destruction of Gaza," lawyer Vaughan Lowe said. 
According to the latest request, the previous preliminary orders by The Hague-based court were not sufficient to address "a brutal military attack on the sole remaining refuge for the people of Gaza." Israel will be allowed to answer the accusations on Friday. 
In January, judges ordered Israel to do all it can to prevent death, destruction and any acts of genocide in Gaza, but the panel stopped short of ordering an end to the military offensive that has laid waste to the Palestinian enclave. In a second order in March, the court said Israel must take measures to improve the humanitarian situation.

    


EGYPT'S PRESIDENT ACCUSES ISRAEL OF UNDERMINING CEASE-FIRE TALKS 
CAIRO -- Egypt's president has accused Israel of undermining talks aimed at a cease-fire in Gaza.
Addressing an Arab League summit in Bahrain on Thursday, Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi said Israel "continues to engage in evasive actions to shirk its responsibilities and in devious maneuvering around efforts to achieve a cease-fire."
He said that by seizing the Gaza side of the Rafah crossing with Egypt last week, Israel aimed to "solidify its siege on the Gaza Strip."
Egypt was the first Arab country to make peace with Israel and the two countries have long cooperated on security.
But Egyptian officials have expressed mounting frustration since the start of the war in Gaza and tensions soared after the Rafah operation.
Egypt has warned that any major Israeli operation in Rafah could endanger the decades-old peace treaty, widely seen as a cornerstone of stability in the Middle East.
Egypt is also one of the main mediators between Israel and Hamas. The last round of talks aimed at a cease-fire and the release of Hamas-held hostages ended last week without a breakthrough.
PAPAL ENVOY TO HOLY LAND VISITS NORTHERN GAZA IN SUPPORT OF CHRISTIAN MINORITY
JERUSALEM -- The papal envoy to the Holy Land is visiting the Gaza Strip on a mission aimed at supporting the territory's small Christian community.
The Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem says Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa entered Gaza on Thursday and visited the Holy Family Church in Gaza City.
It says he and a small delegation "met the suffering population to encourage them and to deliver a message of hope, solidarity, and support." He also presided over Mass at the church.
It was not immediately clear how he entered Gaza and the patriarchate declined to comment.
The church is in northern Gaza, which was the first target of Israel's offensive and has been largely isolated by Israeli troops for months. Heavy fighting has erupted in areas adjacent to Gaza City in recent days.
Gaza, with a population of 2.3 million, is home to a small community of some 1,300 Palestinian Christians
HEZBOLLAH SAYS IT USED MISSILE-CARRYING DRONE TO STRIKE ISRAELI MILITARY POST
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group says it has attacked an Israeli military post in the northern town of Metula using a drone that fired two missiles at its target. Three Israeli soldiers were wounded, the military said.
Thursday's strike was the first time that Hezbollah said it used drones that fire missiles since the fighting broke out seven months ago. Previously, they have used on explosive drones.
The Israeli military said later that an explosive drone crossed from Lebanese territory into northern Israel and exploded in the area of Metula, adding that the attack is under review.
As a result of the explosion, an Israeli military said a soldier was severely wounded and two additional soldiers were lightly injured. The soldiers were evacuated to the hospital for medical treatment and their families have been notified, the army said.
Hezbollah said in a statement that the drone flew to a designated point and then fired two S-5 missiles toward military vehicles and troops who were standing nearby, leaving them "dead or wounded." The statement said the drone then moved toward the target and exploded inside the base, scoring a direct hit.
Hezbollah has been escalating its attacks on northern Israel in recent weeks, mainly after Israel's military attacked the southern city of Rafah in the Gaza Strip last week capturing the main border crossing between Gaza and Egypt.
Hezbollah officials have vowed not to stop fighting along Israel's northern border until the offensive on the Gaza Strip stops.
PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT CRITICIZES HAMAS FOR OCT. 7 ATTACK
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas criticized Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel, saying it gave Israel "more pretexts" to attack Gaza. The Western-backed leader of the Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, stopped short of condemning the attack.
In a speech at an Arab League summit in Bahrain on Thursday, Abbas said: "The military operation carried out by Hamas on that day provided Israel with more pretexts to attack Gaza, resulting in further killing, destruction, and displacement."
He also reiterated his longstanding condemnation of any attack targeting civilians.
Abbas' secular Fatah movement is the political rival of Hamas, which drove his forces out of Gaza when it seized power in the territory in 2007.
Hamas launched a surprise attack out of Gaza on Oct. 7 that overwhelmed Israel's defenses and allowed thousands of militants to cross into southern Israel. They killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250 hostages.
Israel launched a military onslaught in response that has killed over 35,000 Palestinians, according to health authorities in Gaza. The air, land and sea offensive has caused vast destruction and driven most of the population from their homes.
ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER SAYS MORE TROOPS WILL HEAD TO RAFAH
JERUSALEM -- Israel's defense minister says more troops will be sent into the southern Gaza city of Rafah, where the military says it has destroyed Hamas tunnels and killed dozens of militants.
Israel began what it said was a limited operation in Rafah last week after the United States and other allies pressed it not to launch a full-scale invasion.
But even the limited operation has sparked an exodus of 600,000 Palestinians from the city, according to the United Nations. Before the incursion, more than a million Palestinians who had fled fighting in other areas were sheltering in Rafah.
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, visiting the area on Wednesday, said "this operation will continue as additional forces will enter." He said "we are wearing Hamas down," more than seven months into the war triggered by the militant group's Oct. 7 attack.
Even as Israeli troops have pushed into parts of Rafah, Hamas has regrouped in other areas of Gaza that were heavily bombed earlier in the war, and which the military said it had cleared.
The United States has warned Israel not to launch a wide-scale offensive in Rafah because of the toll it would take on civilians. President Joe Biden has said the U.S. won't provide offensive weapons for such an operation.
HEZBOLLAH FIRES ROCKETS INTO ISRAEL AS TIT-FOR-TAT COMBAT ESCALATES
JERUSALEM -- The Hezbollah militant group said it fired dozens of rockets from Lebanon into Israel on Thursday, the latest in tit-for-tat combat between the sides that has escalated over the last week.
The group said it fired 60 rockets at three military posts in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights in retaliation for earlier Israeli airstrikes.
Israel's military said it responded to what it said were some 40 rockets launched Thursday by striking Hezbollah military posts.
Hezbollah has increased the amount of rockets it has been firing into Israel in recent days and on Wednesday it reportedly struck its deepest target in Israel since the start of the fighting in October. Israeli media reported that an Israeli air force target was struck by a drone, a report the military declined to comment on.
"Hezbollah has been escalating the situation in the north," said military spokesman Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani. "They've been firing more and more."
Israel has also been striking deep inside Lebanon.
The fighting began shortly after Israel launched its war against Hamas following the militant group's attack on southern Israel. 
ISRAELI MILITARY SAYS IT KILLED 100 MILITANTS SINCE THE START OF RAFAH OFFENSIVE LAST WEEK
JERUSALEM -- Israel's military said Thursday its forces have killed 100 militants since it launched an invasion into the southernmost Gaza city of Rafah last week.
Military spokesman Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani told reporters Thursday that Israeli forces found militant tunnel shafts underneath and in the vicinity of the Rafah crossing near the border with Egypt. Israeli forces seized the crossing at the start of the operation in Rafah.
"We are continuing to operate in the Rafah crossing," said Shoshani.
Israel says it is operating in Rafah to destroy remaining Hamas battalions there and to rescue Israeli hostages. Israel's plans for Rafah have raised international alarm because the city had provided shelter to more than a million Palestinians. While the current operation does not appear to be a full-scale invasion, it has sent 600,000 people fleeing the city since the offensive began last week, according to the United Nations.
An Israeli strike overnight hit a residential home in central Rafah, killing four men, including a 65-year-old man and his 22-year-old son, according to records from Kuwaiti hospital.
Another strike, in the southern city of Khan Younis, killed five children, said Dr. Ammar Ghanem, a visiting doctor from the U.S. stationed at the European Hospital where the bodies were taken. One of the five, a girl, was brought to the hospital with internal bleeding after surviving the initial strike on Thursday, Ghanem said, but she died while getting a CT scan.
Shoshani said forces were also operating in the northern Gaza areas of Jabaliya and Zeitoun where fierce fighting continued with militants. The spike in fighting suggests that Hamas is regrouping in areas the Israeli military said it had asserted control over months ago. Rocket fire toward Israel has also increased in recent days.
The Health Ministry in Gaza said Thursday that the bodies of 39 Palestinians had been brought to hospitals over the past 24 hours, raising the overall death toll since the start of the war to 35,272. The ministry's count does not distinguish between militants and noncombatants killed. Israel says it has killed roughly 12,000 militants, without providing evidence.
GERMANY BANS PRO-PALESTINIAN GROUP
BERLIN - German authorities say they have banned a group that showed solidarity with "Palestinian resistance in all forms" and raided properties linked to it.
The interior ministry in the western state of North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany's most populous, said it had banned the Palestine Solidarity Duisburg group on Thursday. It accused the group of spreading antisemitic narratives.
The ministry said police searched four properties in the city of Duisburg linked to the group on Thursday.
The region's top security official, state Interior Minister Herbert Reul, said the move "sends the right signal" and added in a statement that "in many cases nothing other than hatred for Jews is hidden behind solidarity with Palestine, as in the case of the organization banned today."
In November, Germany's federal government implemented a formal ban on activity by or in support of Hamas and dissolved Samidoun, a group that was behind a celebration in Berlin of Hamas' attack on Israel.
3 PALESTINIANS KILLED BY ISRAELI FORCES IN WEST BANK
JERUSALEM -- The Palestinian Health Ministry said Thursday that Israeli forces killed three Palestinians in the northern West Bank.
The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The Ramallah-based ministry said that the three men, all younger than 30, were killed by Israeli fire overnight in the flashpoint city of Tulkarem, though the circumstances of the shootings were uncertain.
Since Oct. 7, violence has flared in the occupied territory, with stepped-up Israeli raids into Palestinian cities and towns often turning deadly. The shootings pushed the Palestinian death toll in the territory since the beginning of the war in Gaza to just over 500.
Also overnight, Israeli police said they shot and killed a man who attempted to stab an officer in east Jerusalem. Police said the officers opened fire as the man charged at them with a knife, killing him. The officers were not wounded and the identity of the attacker was not immediately clear.
Palestinians and rights groups say Israel uses excessive force to subdue suspected attackers. Israel says its forces face complex and often life-threatening situations that demand a response.
In other violence, the Israeli military said Thursday a noncommissioned officer was moderately wounded in a stabbing attack in the West Bank. The army later said it had arrested a suspect in the attack.
Attacks by Palestinians have also been on the rise since the war against Hamas broke out on Oct. 7.
U.S. FINISHES PIER TO FERRY HUMANITARIAN AID TO GAZA
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. military finished installing a floating pier for the Gaza Strip on Thursday. 
Officials said they are poised to begin ferrying badly needed humanitarian aid into the enclave besieged over seven months of intense fighting in the Israel-Hamas war. 
The final, overnight construction sets up a complicated delivery process more than two months after President Joe Biden ordered it to help Palestinians facing starvation as food and other supplies fail to make it in. 
Israel recently seized the key Rafah border crossing in its push on that southern city on the Egyptian border, complicating those shipments. U.S. troops anchored the pier at 7:40 a.m. local time Thursday. That's according to the military's Central Command, which stressed none of its forces entered the Gaza Strip.
ISRAELI FORCES KILL 3 PALESTINIANS IN WEST BANK
JERUSALEM -- The Palestinian Health Ministry said Thursday that Israeli forces killed three Palestinians in the northern West Bank.
The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The Ramallah-based ministry said that the three men, all younger than 30, were killed by Israeli fire overnight in the flashpoint city of Tulkarem, though the circumstances of the shootings were uncertain.
Since Oct. 7, violence has flared in the occupied territory, with stepped-up Israeli raids into Palestinian cities and towns often turning deadly. The shootings pushed the Palestinian death toll in the territory since the beginning of the war in Gaza to just over 500.
Also overnight, Israeli police said they shot and killed a man who attempted to stab an officer in east Jerusalem. Police said the officers opened fire as the man charged at them with a knife, killing him. The officers were not wounded and the identity of the attacker was immediately unclear.
Palestinians and rights groups say Israel uses excessive force in attempting to subdue suspected attackers. Israel says its forces face complex and often life-threatening situations that demand a response.
Attacks by Palestinians have been on the rise since the war against Hamas broke out on Oct. 7.
5 ISRAELI SOLDIERS KILLED IN GAZA, REPORTEDLY BY FRIENDLY FIRE
TEL AVIV, Israel -- The Israeli military said Thursday that five soldiers have been killed in northern Gaza, which Israeli media said was the result of a friendly fire incident.
The military released the names of those killed, but did not immediately disclose the circumstances of their deaths.
Israeli Army Radio said a tank fired on a building housing the soldiers, killing five and wounding seven.
There have been multiple friendly-fire incidents throughout the 7-month-long war. At least 27 soldiers have been killed in mistaken fire by Israeli forces, according to military figures.
The incident comes as Israel has reinvaded parts of northern Gaza that it previously said it had asserted control over. Heavy battles have taken place with militants in recent days and rocket fire toward Israel has increased, suggesting Hamas is regrouping in those areas.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has faced criticism from Israel's top ally, the U.S., as well as at home for not moving toward a postwar vision for Gaza that would replace Hamas with different Palestinian governance.
Along with the fighting in northern Gaza, Israeli troops have also pushed into parts of the southernmost Gaza city of Rafah.
ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES TARGET HEZBOLLAH STRONGHOLD IN LEBANON
BEIRUT -- Israel's air force conducted airstrikes that targeted mountains in northeast Lebanon close to the border with Syria. There was no word on casualties.
Al-Manar TV of Lebanon's militant Hezbollah group said the airstrikes that occurred around midnight Wednesday struck the hills overlooking the town of Brital. It gave no further details.
The area that was attacked is a Hezbollah stronghold and is a vital route that links the group's positions in eastern Lebanon with Syria's Qalamoun mountains, where Hezbollah also has military presence.
The Israeli military said there were no injuries from the strike.
The Israeli strikes came hours after Hezbollah said it attacked with explosive drones an Israeli military base near the city of Tiberias, their deepest strike in Israel since the two sides began exchanging fire a day after the Israel-Hamas broke out on Oct. 7.
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- National political themes will lead off the campaign for Pennsylvania's next attorney general, an office that played a major role -- and gained national notoriety -- in fighting lawsuits designed to keep Donald Trump in power after he lost the 2020 presidential election to Joe Biden.
The nominees -- Democrat Eugene DePasquale, the former twice-elected state auditor general, and Republican Dave Sunday, the twice-elected district attorney of York County -- will carry forward messages they honed in their primary campaigns into their November general election contest.
DePasquale says his top two priorities reflect the concerns he heard from Democratic primary voters: protecting elections and abortion rights.
DePasquale said Pennsylvanians see the state's top law enforcement office differently following Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 election and the U.S. Supreme Court overturning of the landmark Roe v. Wade decision protecting abortion rights.

    


Its law enforcement role is still important, DePasquale said. "But abortion rights and democracy and voting rights were over and over and over again expressed to me by voters." 




Sunday says the fentanyl crisis is "the number one issue facing Pennsylvanians," and he packages it with a national GOP talking point during an election year when Trump is putting a target on Biden's immigration policy: "every state is a border state."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Sunday said his focus on fentanyl isn't political, but reflects his experience both as a county prosecutor and on the campaign trail.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"When I started talking about the things that I've done as an elected D.A., I was shocked, actually, how many people waited to privately talk to me after every event to tell me that they had a child that died of an overdose, a brother that died of an overdose," Sunday said in an interview.
The meat and potatoes of Pennsylvania's attorney general is prosecuting fraudsters, drug traffickers, gun traffickers, public corruption and environmental crimes, while defending state agencies against lawsuits.

    


But, state attorneys general also are becoming increasingly political and reflecting the intense polarization of the nation's two major parties, said Paul Nolette, a political science professor at Marquette University.
As part of that, they have become big players in forging national policy by increasingly challenging federal laws and regulations in court, usually in bands of Republican-led states or Democratic-led states, Nolette said.
In interviews, both DePasquale and Sunday nodded to the need for safe communities and said they would fight violent crime. They also talked of the need to treat the underlying causes of crime, such as addiction and mental illness.
When it comes to fighting fentanyl, they give similar answers: work with all levels of government and the treatment community. 
Fentanyl and other synthetic opioids are estimated to kill more than 150 Americans every day, and Biden's administration says it has accelerated its efforts to stop the flow into the United States. More than 90% of illegally imported fentanyl is seized at the southwestern border, smuggled mostly in vehicles driven by U.S. citizens, according to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

    


Both say they will defend Pennsylvania law making abortion legal through 23 weeks of pregnancy. 
Sunday, however, declined to discuss his position on abortion rights, saying, "I'm not running to be a legislator."
DePasquale said he supports abortion rights and predicted that the attorney general will be called on to protect women coming to Pennsylvania for an abortion from officials in anti-abortion states who might try to prosecute them or get their health care records.
Fifteen Democratic-controlled states have laws intended to protect providers and others from such prosecutions.
Another possibility is that Pennsylvania's next attorney general -- to be sworn in in January -- will face litigation surrounding this November's presidential election, when the state is again expected to be a premier battleground state.

    


Sunday and DePasquale both say they are prepared for that possibility.
Sunday said he doesn't question that Biden won the election in 2020, but he hasn't rejected Trump's baseless claims that widespread fraud changed the outcome in Pennsylvania or anywhere else. Sunday said he could only speak to the election fraud claims that his office investigated in York County.
Officials in Trump's own administration said they found no evidence of fraud.
DePasquale said there should be no question about the validity of the 2020 election, saying there is a principle involved in accepting multiple court decisions that rejected Trump's claims of election fraud.
"And if you're not willing to accept that," DePasquale said, "then I question whether you even support following the rule of law in Pennsylvania."
___
Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter
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[image: Demonstrators hold a Georgian national flag in front of an Eternal flame at the Square of Heroes during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Demonstrators gather in the Square of Heroes during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: CAPTION CORRECTS THE SPELLING OF SURNAME TO In this photo released by the Georgian Presidential Press Service, Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili, speaks at a joint news conference with foreign ministers of Baltic and Nordic states during their trip to Georgia in Tbilisi, Georgia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Georgian Presidential Press Service via AP)]
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[image: A demonstrator holds up her smart phone with the torch light switched on during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, in Tbilisi, Georgia, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Zourabichvili said Thursday that a "foreign influence" bill passed by parliament that critics call a threat to free speech is "unacceptable." (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov)]
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[image: Demonstrators hold up their smart phones with the torch light switched on as they gather in the Square of Heroes during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: A woman holds a Georgian national and an EU flags in front of riot police blocking a street to prevent demonstrators during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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        Georgia's leader says a divisive media bill passed by lawmakers is unacceptable and she'll veto it
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[image: Demonstrators hold a Georgian national flag in front of an Eternal flame at the Square of Heroes during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Demonstrators gather in the Square of Heroes during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: CAPTION CORRECTS THE SPELLING OF SURNAME TO In this photo released by the Georgian Presidential Press Service, Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili, speaks at a joint news conference with foreign ministers of Baltic and Nordic states during their trip to Georgia in Tbilisi, Georgia, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Georgian Presidential Press Service via AP)]
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[image: A demonstrator holds up her smart phone with the torch light switched on during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, in Tbilisi, Georgia, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Zourabichvili said Thursday that a "foreign influence" bill passed by parliament that critics call a threat to free speech is "unacceptable." (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov)]
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[image: Demonstrators hold up their smart phones with the torch light switched on as they gather in the Square of Heroes during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: A woman holds a Georgian national and an EU flags in front of riot police blocking a street to prevent demonstrators during an opposition protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat to democratic freedoms and the country's aspirations to join the European Union. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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                                        TBILISI, Georgia (AP) -- A controversial media bill passed this week by Georgia's parliament is "unacceptable" and will be vetoed, President Salome Zourabichvili said Thursday, reaffirming her opposition to a measure that critics describe as a threat to free speech.
In an interview with The Associated Press, Zourabichvili harshly criticized the ruling Georgian Dream party for pushing the bill that also is widely seen setting back Georgia's aspirations to join the European Union.
The bill, passed Tuesday, requires media, nongovernmental organizations and other nonprofit groups to register as "pursuing the interests of a foreign power" if they receive more than 20% of their funding from abroad. The government says the bill is needed to stem what it deems to be harmful foreign actors trying to destabilize the South Caucasus nation of 3.7 million.

    


"It's unacceptable because it reflects a turn of the Georgian attitudes towards the civil society, towards the media and towards the recommendations of the European Commission that are not consistent with what is our declared policy of going towards a European integration," Zourabichvili told the AP.




She reaffirmed her intention to veto it because it "goes directly against the spirit or the letter of EU recommendations."
Zourabichvili is increasingly at odds with the Georgian Dream party, which has a majority sufficient to override her veto. She has until May 28 -- 14 days after its passage -- to act.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She emphasized it's her "duty under the constitution to make everything in my capacity possible to support the European integration and to consolidate it."
Huge crowds of protesters have blocked streets in the capital of Tbilisi and milled angrily outside the parliament building after lawmakers approved the measure 84-30 despite strong criticism from the U.S and the EU.
"The authorities are not doing what the country expects, and the country is reacting because the country wants Europe and wants not to lose the possibility at the end of the year of seeing the opening of these accession negotiations," Zourabichvili said.

    


The bill is nearly identical to one that the Georgian Dream party was pressured to withdraw last year after street protests. Renewed demonstrations have rocked Georgia for weeks, with demonstrators scuffling with police, who used tear gas and water cannons to disperse them.
The opposition has denounced the bill as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to crack down on independent news media, nonprofits and activists critical of the Kremlin.
European Council President Charles Michel said Tuesday that if Georgians "want to join the EU, they have to respect the fundamental principles of the rule of law and the democratic principles."
Zourabichvili emphasized that after Georgia received the status of a candidate last fall to join the EU, the government should have focused on passing the necessary laws to qualify for the launch of accession talks at the end of the year.
"The parliament should be working day and night to satisfy the recommendations that we have on the table on the justice reform, on the corruption agency's independence and things like that," she told AP. "And instead of that, instead of doing what is expected from us, the parliament is working on a law that was rejected last year that all our partners, European partners, have said that it's not consistent with the European values and the European objectives."

    


White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the U.S. was "deeply troubled" by the legislation, which she said "runs counter to democratic values and would move Georgia further away from the values of the European Union. And let's not forget also NATO." Enacting it "will compel us to fundamentally reassess our relationship with Georgia," she added.
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Europe and Eurasia Affairs James O'Brien met Tuesday with Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze and told journalists "if the law goes forward out of conformity with EU norms, and there's undermining of democracy here and there's violence against peaceful protesters, then we will see restrictions coming from the United States."

    


The opposition United National Movement accuses Georgian Dream of trying to drag Georgia into Russia's sphere of influence -- allegations it rejects. Georgian Dream was founded by Bidzina Ivanishvili, a former prime minister and billionaire who made his fortune in Russia.
Zourabichvili said it's hard to say whether the bill was the ruling party's initiative or if Moscow had played any role in its passage, but she emphasized that the Kremlin is unhappy with Georgia's pro-Western aspirations.
"It's clear that Moscow is not seeing with lots of appreciation this accelerated pace of Georgia towards the European Union," she said.
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    [image: FILE - In this undated handout provided by Greece's coast guard on Wednesday, June 14, 2023, scores of people sit on a battered fishing boat that later capsized and sank off southern Greece. The legal defense team for nine Egyptian men due to go on trial in southern Greece next week accused of causing one of the Mediterranean's deadliest shipwrecks said Thursday they will argue Greece has no jurisdiction in the case, and insisted their clients were innocent survivors who have been unjustly prosecuted. (Hellenic Coast Guard via AP, File)]
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[image: Lawyers who make up the defense team of nine accused Egyptian men take part in a news conference, in Athens, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. The legal defense team for nine Egyptian men due to go on trial in southern Greece next week accused of causing one of the Mediterranean's deadliest shipwrecks said Thursday they will argue Greece has no jurisdiction in the case, and insisted their clients were innocent survivors who have been unjustly prosecuted. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Lawyers who make up the defense team of nine accused Egyptian men take part in a news conference, in Athens, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. The legal defense team for nine Egyptian men due to go on trial in southern Greece next week accused of causing one of the Mediterranean's deadliest shipwrecks said Thursday they will argue Greece has no jurisdiction in the case, and insisted their clients were innocent survivors who have been unjustly prosecuted. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- The legal defense team for nine Egyptian men due to go on trial in southern Greece next week accused of causing one of the Mediterranean's deadliest shipwrecks said Thursday they will argue that Greece has no jurisdiction in the case, and insisted their clients were innocent survivors who have been unjustly prosecuted.
The nine, whose ages range from early 20s to early 40s, are due to go on trial in the southern city of Kalamata on May 21 on a series of charges, including migrant smuggling, participation in a criminal organization and causing a deadly shipwreck. They face multiple life sentences if convicted. 
The Adriana, an overcrowded fishing trawler, had been sailing from Libya to Italy with hundreds of asylum-seekers on board when it sank on June 14 in international waters off the southwestern coast of Greece. 

    


The exact number of people on board has never been established, but estimates range from around 500 to more than 700. Only 104 people survived -- all men and boys from Syria, Egypt, Pakistan and two Palestinians -- and about 80 bodies were recovered. The vessel sank in one of the Mediterranean's deepest areas, making recovery efforts all but impossible. 




The Greek lawyers who make up the defense team spoke during a news conference in Athens on Thursday. They maintained their clients' innocence, saying all nine defendants had been paying passengers who had been misidentified as crew members by other survivors who gave testimonies under duress just hours after having been rescued. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The nine "are random people, smuggled people who paid the same amounts as all the others to take this trip to Italy aiming for a better life, and they are accused of being part of the smuggling team," lawyer and defense team member Vicky Aggelidou said.
Dimitris Choulis, another lawyer and member of the legal team, said that Greek authorities named the defendants as crew members following testimonies by nine other survivors who identified them for having done things as simple as handing bottles of water or pieces of fruit to other passengers. 

    


"For nearly a year now, nine people have been in prison without knowing what they are in prison for," Choulis said. 
"For me, it is very sad to visit and see people in prison who do not understand why they are there," he added.
While the Adriana was sailing in international waters, the area was within Greece's search and rescue zone of responsibility. Greece's coast guard had been shadowing the vessel for a full day without attempting a rescue of those on board. A patrol boat and at least two merchant ships were in the vicinity when the trawler capsized and sank. 
In the aftermath of the sinking, some survivors said the coast guard had been attempting to tow the boat when it sank, and rights activists have accused Greek authorities of triggering the shipwreck while attempting to tow the boat out of Greece's zone of responsibility.
Greek authorities have rejected accusations of triggering the shipwreck and have insisted the trawler's crew members had refused to accept help from the nearby merchant ships and from the Greek coast guard. 

    


A separate investigation being carried out by Greece's naval court hasn't yet reached any conclusion, and the defense team hasn't been given any access to any part of it.
The Egyptians' defense team also argues that because the shipwreck occurred in international waters, Greek courts don't have jurisdiction to try the case, and the defense will move to have the case dismissed on those grounds when the trial opens in Kalamata next week. 
Greece lies along one of the most popular routes into the European Union for people fleeing war and poverty in the Middle East, Africa and Asia. While most of those cross into the country's eastern Aegean Sea islands from the nearby Turkish coast, others try to skirt Greece altogether and head from north Africa to Italy across the longer and more dangerous Mediterranean route. 
On Thursday, Greece's coast guard said that 42 people had been rescued and another three were believed to be missing after a boat carrying migrants sent out a distress call while sailing south of the Greek island of Crete. 

    


Officials said they were alerted by the Italian coast guard overnight about a boat in distress 27 nautical miles (31 miles or 50 kilometers) south of Crete. Greece's coast guard said that 40 people were rescued by nearby ships, and another two were rescued by a Greek navy helicopter. 
A search and rescue operation was underway for three people reported by survivors as still missing. It wasn't immediately clear what kind of vessel the passengers had been on, or why the boat sent out a distress call. 
___
Derek Gatopoulos contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of migration issues at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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    [image: FILE - Thai rescuers cover a body on the shore of the Mekong River in Nakhon Phanom province northeast of Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday Dec. 27, 2018. DNA tests show that two bodies found washed up on the shore of Thailand's Mekong River are the corpses of anti-government activists, police said Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019, in what are feared to be political killings. A leading international human rights organization on Thursday, May 16, 2024, criticized the Thai government for helping its authoritarian neighbors by expelling political dissidents who fled to Thailand for safety and forcing them to return to their home countries. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - An activist holds a photo of Thai dissident Wanchalearm Satsaksit during a rally in front of Cambodian Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand, Monday, June 8, 2020. Wanchalearm, has been abducted in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, a human rights group said Friday, June 12, 2020 raising concern that a mysterious campaign targeting exiles for disappearance or death may have been revived. A leading international human rights organization on Thursday, May 16, 2024, criticized the Thai government for helping its authoritarian neighbors by expelling political dissidents who fled to Thailand for safety and forcing them to return to their home countries. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit), File)]
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by the government spokesman office, Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, left, escorts Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Manet after they review an honor guard during a welcoming ceremony at the government house in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2024. (Government Spokesman Office via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by the government spokesman office, Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, left, escorts Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Manet after they review an honor guard during a welcoming ceremony at the government house in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2024. (Government Spokesman Office via AP, File)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- A leading international human rights organization on Thursday urged the Thai government to stop forcing political dissidents who fled to Thailand for safety to return to authoritarian home countries, where they may face torture, persecution or death. 
In a new report, Human Rights Watch said Thai authorities repeatedly violated international law by expelling the dissidents, many of whom were registered with the United Nations as refugees and were awaiting resettlement in third countries.
The report, titled "We Thought We Were Safe," analyzed 25 cases that took place in Thailand between 2014 and 2023.
Many of the cases involved the forcible repatriation of Cambodians, with the suspected involvement of Cambodian security personnel. But the group also listed cases where dissidents from Vietnam, Laos and China were "tracked down and abducted," or "forcibly disappeared or killed." 

    


The report said that in return for tracking down and returning the dissidents, the Thai government received cooperation from Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam to spy on Thai dissidents who had fled their own homeland to escape political repression.




Human Rights Watch called this a quid-pro-quo form of transnational repression "in which foreign dissidents are effectively traded for critics of the Thai government living abroad." 
The group said such arrangements, informally known as "swap mart," became increasingly frequent after the Thai army staged a coup in 2024 ousting an elected government. Military and military-backed rule lasted 10 years, until an elected civilian government led by Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin took office last year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Srettha administration should launch an investigation into these allegations of harassment, surveillance and forced returns of asylum seekers and refugees in Thailand. It should investigate the disappearance of Thai anti-junta activists in other Southeast Asian countries," Elaine Pearson, director of Human Rights Watch's Asia Division, told The Associated Press.

    


"I think there is an opportunity to end this practice and for the Srettha administration to show it is different from the previous military-led government," she added.
She noted that the Thai government is currently seeking a seat on the U.N. Human Rights Council "and that comes with responsibilities to protect human rights."
The report cited nine cases of Thai activists in Laos and Cambodia who were disappeared or killed in mysterious circumstances. It said most of the reported cases have not been resolved or seen anyone prosecuted. 
The mutilated bodies of two missing activists were found in late 2018 floating in the Mekong River. In 2020, a young Thai activist, Wanchalearm Satsaksit, was snatched off the street in the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh and never heard from again.
Thai authorities have repeatedly denied any connection with such events. 
Dr. Francesca Lessa, an associate professor in International Relations at University College London, said there were some parallels with the way autocratic leaders in Latin America made agreements to work together to eliminate political opponents on each other's soil in the late 1970s to 1980s.

    


"Whether they follow right or left ideologies, these autocratic governments consider opposition and dissent as constituting a threat to their survival in power and, thus, to be eliminated, whatever the means required," Lessa told the AP.
Asked about the Human Rights Watch report, Thai Foreign Ministry spokesperson Nikorndej Balankura said that Thailand is committed to respecting and upholding humanitarian principles, including not forcing asylum-seekers and refugees to return to their home countries where they might face persecution or where their lives or freedom might be endangered.
Separately, the Thai Foreign Ministry announced Thursday that the country has concluded the ratification process for the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which will come into effect on June 13. Thailand has had its own law on the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance since 2003, said the statement.

    


The ministry said that ratification means that Thailand will now be party to eight of the nine core international human rights treaties.
Human Rights Watch called the ratification a positive step, but said that Thailand must take action to match its words.
"The best way Thailand can show its commitment is by opening fresh investigations into cases of enforced disappearances," she said. "Their families deserve justice."
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    [image: FILE - Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., speaks during a TV news interview at the Capitol in Washington, Friday, Jan. 12, 2024. Massie has made a habit of riling Washington's most powerful leaders in his own party, but so far it hasn't eroded his support back home in his staunchly conservative Kentucky district. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Republican Rep. Thomas Massie has made a habit of antagonizing Washington's most powerful leaders in his own party, but so far it hasn't eroded his support back home in his staunchly conservative Kentucky district.
Four years ago, Massie drew the wrath of then-President Donald Trump when the congressman singlehandedly caused a delay in passing a massive COVID-19 relief package. Trump called the Kentuckian a "third rate Grandstander" for his stalling tactic. The smackdown would have been a political death knell for many GOP politicians, but for Massie it was a bump in the road as he cruised to reelection that year.
This month, Massie joined a revolt against House Speaker Mike Johnson -- a longshot effort overwhelmingly rejected by his colleagues. Yet Massie sounds unconcerned about any fallout from his constituents for trying to oust the GOP House leader -- nicknamed "MAGA Mike Johnson" by Trump.

    


"It's a lot of inside baseball and ultimately, because he's still the speaker, I think a lot of people don't care," Massie said in a phone interview Wednesday.
Massie is being challenged by fellow Republicans Eric Deters and Michael McGinnis in Kentucky's primary election Tuesday. Three days of early, in-person voting started Thursday.




The MIT-educated maverick who entered Congress in late 2012 has been a magnet for controversy.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


In 2021, his family held guns while posing in front of a Christmas tree. The photo drew thousands of "likes" on social media as well as criticism for being posted days after four Michigan teens died in a shooting. That year, Massie was also fined for refusing to wear a face covering on the House floor during the COVID-19 pandemic. He quips there's "not enough airtime" to advertise all the politically risky votes he's cast. A group affiliated with a pro-Israel lobbying organization has attacked Massie for votes seen as anti-Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And yet the libertarian stalwart has consistently won by overwhelming margins in his district, which stretches across northern Kentucky and includes a mix of rural and suburban voters.

    


"He is a smart and strategic campaigner, so potential challengers know he will fight hard to keep his seat. I learned that the hard way," said Todd McMurtry, who lost to Massie in the 2020 GOP primary.
McMurtry tried to capitalize on Trump's social media beatdown of Massie in 2020 after Massie forced Congress to return to the Capitol and vote in person on the pandemic relief package, potentially exposing his colleagues to the virus and contradicting the wishes of public health experts.
Massie was unapologetic, saying he tried to hold up what he considered to be an unconstitutional vote for a wasteful bill. He deflected Trump's jabs by joking he was at least "second rate" as a grandstander. But at the time, Massie worried the fallout from his action would be politically fatal.
"I called my two most senior staffers before I did it and said, 'Are you OK with losing your jobs? Because this almost certainly is the end of me in Congress,'" Massie recalled this week. "And they told me, 'We don't want to work for you if you don't do this.'"

    


Instead of withering away from the attack, Massie showed his staying power, winning the 2020 GOP primary by a lopsided margin. Two years later, Massie was back in Trump's good graces, winning the former president's endorsement on his way to another reelection victory.
Reflecting on his back-and-forth relationship with Trump, Massie said Wednesday that the former president is "beloved" by Republicans in his district. But he said his constituents also "appreciate somebody who will come up here and vote the way he believes is best, even if it's at odds with Trump sometimes. So that's sort of my brand at this point. It's baked in."
Massie risked incurring Trump's wrath again by backing Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis' failed bid for the White House. Trump hasn't given an endorsement in Massie's primary race this year.
Deters, the congressman's best-known challenger, has played up his steadfast support for Trump -- the presumptive Republican nominee for president -- in trying to make inroads against Massie. He has portrayed Massie as a "goofball" lacking accomplishments in Congress. Deters ran for governor last year, finishing fourth in the Republican primary.

    


McGinnis says he's running to "fix Congress, fix the budget process, cut wasteful spending, fix the immigration system and 'drain the swamp,'" playing up some of Trump's themes.
No Democrat is running for the seat this year.
Massie said his district has benefited from his service on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. But he's best known as a deficit hawk, having even custom-designed a debt clock he's displayed on his lapel to remind people of the nation's mounting debt. The congressman blames the rounds of COVID-19 stimulus spending for fueling high inflation pinching pocketbooks.

    


"This is the main problem - the spending - and it's going to break us eventually," he said.
Massie is seen as a potential candidate for the Senate or the governorship someday. Asked about his political future, he said: "I wouldn't rule anything out. But my plans right now are to stay in this seat."
McMurtry said no one has yet been able to break through with the message that Massie's "oppositional defiant stance on things hurts Kentuckians." But he predicted that Trump will win back the presidency in November, and that Massie's record of crossing Trump will catch up to him.
"In two years, I expect then-President Trump will find someone he likes to fill the seat," McMurtry said. "It takes only a Trump endorsement to win that seat. The fact that Mr. Massie endorsed Gov. DeSantis was a strategic error." 
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US Navy flagship carrier USS Ronald Reagan leaves its Japan home port after nearly 9 years

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A US Navy strike group's flagship aircraft carrier left its home port in Japan on Thursday, after nearly nine years of deployment in the Indo-Pacific. The ship served a key role in the US effort to bolster defense ties with Japan and other partners in the region. (AP video shot by Eugene Hoshiko)
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    [image: Family members of the crew of the U.S. navy aircraft carriers USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) see off at the U.S. navy's Yokosuka base Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. This is the ship's final departure from Yokosuka before transiting back to the United States. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: The crew of the U.S. navy aircraft carriers USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) are reflected on the glass of a window at the U.S. navy's Yokosuka base Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. This is the ship's final departure from Yokosuka before transiting back to the United States. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A family member of the crew of the U.S. navy aircraft carriers USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) sees off at the U.S. navy's Yokosuka base Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. This is the ship's final departure from Yokosuka before transiting back to the United States. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Rear Adm. Gregory Newkirk, commander, Carrier Strike Group Five, delivers a speech at the U.S. navy aircraft carriers USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) before its voyage at the U.S. navy's Yokosuka base Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. This is the ship's final departure from Yokosuka before transiting back to the United States. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Sailors of the U.S. navy aircraft carriers USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) man the rails at the U.S. navy's Yokosuka base Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. This is the ship's final departure from Yokosuka before transiting back to the United States. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Crew of the U.S. navy aircraft carriers USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) rig a ship for the voyage at the U.S. navy's Yokosuka base Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. This is the ship's final departure from Yokosuka before transiting back to the United States. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel delivers a speech at the U.S. navy aircraft carriers USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) before its voyage at the U.S. navy's Yokosuka base Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. This is the ship's final departure from Yokosuka before transiting back to the United States. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel, center, speaks with officers at the U.S. navy aircraft carriers USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) before its voyage at the U.S. navy's Yokosuka base Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. This is the ship's final departure from Yokosuka before transiting back to the United States. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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                                        YOKOSUKA, Japan (AP) -- A U.S. Navy strike group's flagship aircraft carrier left its Japanese home port on Thursday, wrapping up nearly nine years of deployment in the Indo-Pacific, where it served a key role in the U.S. effort to bolster defense ties with Japan and other partners in the region. 
The departure of USS Ronald Reagan -- one of America's largest warships and a nuclear-powered Nimitz-class aircraft carrier -- comes at a time of growing tension in the face of increasingly assertive China in the Indo-Pacific. 
It will be replaced later this year by USS George Washington, another Nimitz-class carrier. Japan has been accelerating the buildup of its military capability and significantly increased joint naval operations with the United States.
Family members and friends of the crew were on hand to wave the carrier off from Yokosuka Naval Base after its final patrolling mission earlier in the day. 

    


Hundreds of sailors stood along the rails while others on the flight deck stood forming the Japanese saying "dewa mata," or "see you." The carrier was accompanied by two guided-missile destroyers, USS Robert Smalls and USS Howard. 




Speaking at the ceremony, U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel ensured a "seamless transition."
"The USS Ronald Reagan and her crew have ensured that millions of people across the Indo-Pacific have been able to live their lives free of coercion, aggression and suppression," Emanuel later told reporters. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

USS Ronald Reagan first arrived in Yokosuka in 2015. Earlier, during its deployment near the Korean Peninsula, the carrier contributed in Operation Tomodachi, following the 2011 earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster in northeastern Japan. 
USS Ronald Reagan was the only American aircraft carrier deployed as a flagship of the Carrier Strike Group 5 under the U.S. Navy's 7th Fleet, to a home port outside the U.S.

    


During its tenure, it participated in dozens of multilateral exercises and visited more than a dozen foreign ports, including its historic port call to Da Nang, Vietnam, last year. 
While tensions have escalated in the South China Sea between China and the Philippines and a number of other countries over maritime and territorial disputes, Japan is concerned about its dispute with China over uninhabited islands in the East China Sea. 
Japanese and Chinese coast guard ships repeatedly face off in the waters there.
Former Defense Minister Tomomi Inada, who recently joined an environmental survey trip near the disputed Senkaku islands, which Beijing calls the Diaoyu, said Thursday that cooperation with the U.S. and other like-minded countries is key to defending the international order.
"We have a sense of urgency that we must not let the East China Sea become another South China Sea," she said.
Landing on the islands is not permitted, so Inada's group flew drones for land and vegetation survey of the area. China protested the trip. 
Inada said experts should be able to land on Japan's territory for research, calling for a parliamentary debate. 
___
Yamaguchi reported from Tokyo.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/japan-us-aircraft-carrier-indopacific-alliance-d1c1fa1ec81f5f44f512433a17e5a6ad



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Majority of EU nations want more partnerships to stem migration from countries of origin | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Majority of EU nations want more partnerships to stem migration from countries of origin

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Migrants aboard a rubber boat end up in the water while others cling on to a centifloat before being rescued by a team of the Sea Watch-3, around 35 miles away from Libya, Monday, Oct. 18, 2021. A majority of European Union countries are calling for more agreements with countries that people leave or transit to get to Europe, saying that to tackle irregular migration and manage migration movements to the 27-member bloc. (AP Photo/Valeria Mongelli, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Migrants aboard a rubber boat end up in the water while others cling on to a centifloat before being rescued by a team of the Sea Watch-3, around 35 miles away from Libya, Monday, Oct. 18, 2021. A majority of European Union countries are calling for more agreements with countries that people leave or transit to get to Europe, saying that to tackle irregular migration and manage migration movements to the 27-member bloc. (AP Photo/Valeria Mongelli, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JAN M. OLSEN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- A majority of European Union members are calling for more agreements with countries where migrants depart from or travel through to get to Europe, saying the bloc needs to think outside the box to tackle irregular migration into the 27-member bloc.
The call by the 15 member countries came in a letter released Thursday, a day after the EU passed a measure to update to its aging asylum laws but which won't enter force for two years and which only will work if all member nations put all of its provisions into action.
The letter, addressed to the high-ranking officials in the EU's executive Commission, indicated that officials in signatory countries believe further solutions are needed, saying that the migration situation "will require all of us to think outside the box and jointly find new ways to address this issue at EU level."

    


It was signed by the immigration ministers of Bulgaria, the Czech Republic and Denmark -- which took the lead in the group -- plus Estonia, Greece, Italy, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, the Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Romania and Finland. 




On Wednesday, the EU endorsed sweeping reforms to the bloc's failed asylum system as campaigning for Europe-wide elections next month gathers pace, with migration expected to be an important issue. The New Pact on Migration and Asylum lays out rules for EU members to handle people trying to enter without authorization, from how to screen them to establish whether they qualify for protection to deporting them if they're not allowed to stay.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The letter by the 15 member countries said that the bloc should boost "partnerships with key countries, especially along the migratory routes, by changing our focus from managing irregular migration in Europe to supporting refugees as well as host communities in regions of origin." 
The countries call on the Commission "to identify, elaborate and propose new ways and solutions to prevent irregular migration to Europe" and "comprehensive, mutually beneficial and durable partnerships" with nations located along the migratory routes, saying "different ideas for optimizing such partnerships should be explored."

    


The signatories cited, among other examples, deals that the EU has make with Turkey and Tunisia and that Italy made with the Albanian government in which Albania will host thousands of migrants picked up at sea and transferred there by the Italian authorities.
The letter said it was important for member states to have the ability to transfer asylum seekers to "a safe third country alternative" if such an alternative exists, while also saying any new measures would be in full compliance with "international legal obligations."
The reform passed in Brussels was aimed at resolving issues that have divided the EU since well over 1 million migrants swept into Europe in 2015, most fleeing war in Syria and Iraq. 
However, the vast reform package will only enter force in 2026, bringing no immediate fix to an issue that has fueled one of the EU's biggest political crises, dividing nations over who should take responsibility for migrants when they arrive and whether other countries should be obligated to help.

    


Critics who say the pact goes to far say that it will let nations detain migrants at borders and fingerprint children. They say it's aimed at keeping people out and infringes on their right to claim asylum. Many fear it will result in more unscrupulous deals with poorer countries that people leave or cross to get to Europe.
___
Lorne Cook in Brussels contributed to this report.
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                                        SANAA, Yemen (AP) -- Yemeni authorities deployed security forces and armored vehicles across the port city of Aden on Wednesday, as protesters were expected to take to the streets in the latest in a series of protests over hours-long electricity outages caused by a shortage of fuel for power stations. 
For several days, hundreds of demonstrators in three central districts of Aden blocked roads and set tires on fire, protesting electricity shortages as temperatures soared to 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit). 
On Monday and Tuesday, security forces moved in to disperse the demonstrations, beating protesters with batons and barricading the entrances of some streets, three witnesses told The Associated Press on Wednesday.
Aden, home to one million people, is governed by the Southern Transitional Council, a group backed by the United Arab Emirates that controls much of the south in the country fractured by nine years of civil war. The STC is allied to the internationally recognized government fighting the Iranian-backed Houthi rebels, who control the capital Sanaa and much of the north and center of Yemen. 

    


In recent weeks, electricity outages reached up to 10 hours a day in Aden or up to 20 hours in neighboring Abyan province, according to residents. However, outages lasted only eight hours on Wednesday. The cause of the outages is a shortage of diesel fuel for power stations, the spokesman for Aden's electricity corporation, Nawar Akbar, said in a Facebook post Sunday.




The finances of the Southern Transitional Council, which governs Aden, have been strained ever since Yemen's oil exports were halted more than a year ago. Additionally, attacks by Yemen's Houthis, who control the country's north and the capital of Sanaa, on international shipping in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden have disrupted deliveries of fuel to the south. The attacks are in retaliation for Israel's seven-month-old assault in Gaza.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The impoverished nation has oil fields in the south, a major source of income, but has limited refining capacity and so must import refined fuel. 

    


The government in the south pays up to $1 billion a year to seven private companies to import fuel, but is behind on payments. 
The companies, which have links to the STC, were angered after Prime Minister Ahmed bin Mubarak announced the government would open public tenders to buy fuel, a government official told The Associated Press. The companies stand to lose the benefits they enjoyed when they sold fuel in the past. 
A commercial fuel tanker was expected at the port of Aden, but the importer refuses to unload the cargo before receiving payment in advance, the official said, speaking on condition of anonymity because of the internal disputes
Moammar al-Eryani, the information minister and government spokesperson, did not immediately respond to requests for comment by the AP. 
Akbar, of the electricity corporation, said authorities had gotten fuel to one of Aden's power stations Sunday morning and that there were plans to bring in 800 tons of diesel for other stations Monday. There was no subsequent official confirmation whether that had taken place. 

    


Aden has always faced power outages, but those used to only last between four to five hours a day, according to residents. The electricity shortage was cited by Human Rights Watch in a November report highlighting the failure by the Yemeni government and the STC to provide Aden residents with basic rights to water and electricity.
They "have an obligation to provide access to adequate water and electricity in Aden," said Niku Jafarnia, Yemen and Bahrain researcher at Human Rights Watch. "And yet, when residents have protested the cuts, security forces have responded by firing on them."
___
Khaled reported from Cairo.
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                    Slovakia's populist prime minister, Robert Fico, was shot multiple times and gravely wounded Wednesday after a political event in an attempted assassination that shocked the small country and reverberated across Europe.
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                                        The shooting Wednesday of Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico in the town of Handlova following a political event sent shockwaves across Europe three weeks before EU parliament elections are scheduled to be held.
Leaders from across the political divide denounced the apparent assassination attempt against the populist, pro-Russian leader, calling it an attack on democracy.
Here's what European leaders and others are saying:
"What has happened is something that we cannot seem to realize because we cannot comprehend it. A physical attack on the prime minister is, first of all, an attack on a person, but it is also an attack on democracy. Any violence is unacceptable. Hateful rhetoric we've been witnessing in society leads to hateful actions. Please let's stop it." - Slovak President Zuzana Caputova, Fico's political rival, in a televised statement.

    


---
"An assassination attempt on one of the highest constitutional officials is an unprecedented threat to Slovak democracy. If we express different political opinions with guns in the squares, and not in polling stations, we endanger everything we have built together in 31 years of Slovak sovereignty." - Slovak President-elect Peter Pellegrini.




---
"We strongly condemn this act of violence against our neighboring partner state's head of government. Every effort should be made to ensure that violence does not become the norm in any country, form, or sphere." -- Volodymyr Zelenskyy, president of Ukraine on social media.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

---
"Shocked and appalled by the shooting of Prime Minister Robert Fico. I wish him strength for a speedy recovery." -- NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg. 
---
"I was deeply shocked by the heinous attack against my friend, Prime Minister Robert Fico. We pray for his health and quick recovery! God bless him and his country!" -- Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
---
"I am alarmed to hear reports of an attack on Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico. Jill and I are praying for a swift recovery, and our thoughts are with his family and the people of Slovakia. We condemn this horrific act of violence. Our embassy is in close touch with the government of Slovakia and ready to assist." -- US President Joe Biden in a statement.

    


---
"Such acts of violence have no place in our society and undermine democracy, our most precious common good." - European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.
---
"Shots fired at Robert are shots at freedom and democracy... there can be no room for violence in politics." Serbian Prime Minister Milos Vucevic.
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[image: Labour Party leader Sir Keir Starmer looks on during his visit to the Backstage Centre for the launch of Labour's doorstep offer to voters ahead of the general election, in Purfleet, Essex, England, Thursday May 16, 2024. (Victoria Jones/PA via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Britain's still-undeclared election campaign stepped up a gear on Thursday when opposition Labour Party leader Keir Starme r announced the key pledges that he hopes will make him the U.K.'s next prime minister later this year.
The center-left party is focusing on economic stability, security, health and education as it tries to win over disillusioned voters and regain power after 14 years in opposition.
Among Starmer's six promises are restoring economic stability after years of soaring inflation and high mortgage rates, establishing a publicly owned green-energy company and toughening border controls.
Labour also says it will cut waiting times for treatment in the state-funded National Health Service, recruit more police officers to curb low-level crime that blights neighborhoods and hire thousands of new teachers.
Money for the pledges will come from modest revenue-raising measures including a windfall tax on oil and gas companies and an end to tax breaks for private schools.

    


At a launch event in Essex, an electoral bellwether county east of London, Starmer said the promises were "our down-payment on change" that would take a decade to implement.




Starmer, 61, has dragged Labour toward the political center ground since taking over in 2020 from veteran socialist Jeremy Corbyn, who led Labour to election defeats in 2017 and 2019. He has dropped Corbyn's opposition to Britain's nuclear weapons, backed military aid to Ukraine, apologized for antisemitism within the party under Corbyn and stressed the party's commitment to balancing the books.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Labour is strongly favored to defeat Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's Conservatives, who have ejected two leaders -- Boris Johnson and Liz Truss -- since 2022 amid a stuttering economy and a drumbeat of ethics scandals. An election must be held by January 2025, and the date will be decided by Sunak, who has said he expects it to be in the second half of this year.

    


Starmer said that after turmoil under the Tories, "stability is change, and that's why it has to be our first step."
Labour's pledge card -- and an accompanying advertising campaign featuring Starmer looking resolute -- evoked memories of former Prime Minister Tony Blair, who also dragged a fractious party toward the center and won three successive election victories in 1997, 2001 and 2005.
Blair is Labour's most successful leader but remains a controversial figure within the party, reviled by some for taking the U.K. into the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003.
Some on Labour's left view Starmer, a lawyer and former head of Britain's public prosecution service, as too timid. He angered environmentalists earlier this year when he ditched a pledge to invest 28 billion pounds ($35 billion) a year in green projects, saying the Conservative government had left the economy in such dire condition that Labour could no longer commit to the figure.
Last week Starmer welcomed a defecting Conservative lawmaker, Natalie Elphicke, to Labour's ranks. That made many party members uncomfortable, since Elphicke was considered firmly on the right of the governing party.

    


Pat McFadden, Labour's national campaign coordinator, said the party "will not win the election just by appealing to people who always voted Labour."
"The only way you're going to win the election is by appealing to people who haven't traditionally voted for you, and who voted Conservative in many cases in recent elections," he told the BBC. "That is what the difference between losing and winning is, and there's nothing to be ashamed of in that."
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    [image: FILE - The Detroit skyline is seen, May 12, 2020, in Detroit. The city of Detroit -- which has seen an exodus of tens of thousands of people -- since the 1950s -- has grown in population for the first in more than six decades, according to U.S. Census estimates. Data released Thursday, May 16, 2024, show Detroit's population rose by 1,852 people from 631,366 in 2022 to 633,218 last year. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- America's Northeast and Midwest cities are rebounding slightly from years of population drops -- especially Detroit, which grew for the first time in decades -- though the South still dominates the nation's growth, according to U.S. Census Bureau estimates released Thursday.
Detroit, Michigan's largest city, had seen an exodus of people since the 1950s. Yet the estimates released Thursday show the population of Michigan's largest city rose by just 1,852 people from 631,366 in 2022 to 633,218 last year.
It's a milestone for Detroit, which had 1.8 million residents in the 1950s only to see its population dwindle and then plummet through suburban white flight, a 1967 race riot, the migration to the suburbs by many of the Black middle class and the national economic downturn that foreshadowed the city's 2013 bankruptcy filing.

    


"It's a great day. It's a day we've been waiting for for 10 years," Mayor Mike Duggan told The Associated Press. "The city of Detroit has joined the communities in America that are growing in population according to the Census Bureau. For our national brand, it was critically important for the Census Bureau to certify us as growing."




Modest reversals of population declines also were seen last year in other large cities in the nation's Northeast and Midwest, while the census estimates showed 13 of the 15 fastest-growing cities in the U.S. were in the South -- eight in Texas alone.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

San Antonio, Texas, had the biggest growth spurt in pure numbers last year, adding about 22,000 residents. It was followed by other Southern cities, including Fort Worth, Texas; Charlotte, North Carolina; Jacksonville, Florida; and Port St. Lucie, Florida.
Three of the largest cities in the U.S. that had been bleeding residents this decade staunched those departures somewhat. New York City, which has lost almost 550,000 residents this decade so far, saw a drop of only 77,000 residents last year, about three-fifths the numbers from the previous year.

    


Los Angeles lost only 1,800 people last year, following a decline in the 2020s of almost 78,000 residents. Chicago, which has lost almost 82,000 people this decade, only had a population drop of 8,200 residents last year.
And San Francisco, which has lost a greater share of residents this decade than any other big city -- almost 7.5% -- actually grew by more than 1,200 residents last year.
New York City with nearly 8.3 million people remained the nation's largest city in population as of July 1, 2023. Los Angeles was second at close to 4 million residents, while Chicago was third at 2.7 million.
Houston at 2.3 million residents, Phoenix at 1.7 million, Philadelphia at 1.6 million, San Antonio, Texas, at 1.5 million, San Diego at 1.4 million, Dallas at 1.3 million and Jacksonville, Florida, at 986,000 round out the top 10 largest cities.
For Detroit, the population bump is the continuation of slow and steady progress and confidence in the city. The NFL draft set a new attendance record after more than 775,000 fans flooded downtown Detroit last month for the three-day event.

    


That's far removed from where Detroit sat following its December 2014 exit from the largest municipal bankruptcy in U.S. history. About $7 billion in debt was restructured or wiped out by the bankruptcy and $1.7 billion was set aside to improve city services.
Duggan took office in January 2014 and set about tackling the city's massive blight problem. More than 25,000 houses have been razed, mostly with federal funding, and 15,000 have or are being renovated. About 4,500 vacant houses remain, many still to be torn down or renovated, according to the city.
"As we remove blight, more and more people are moving into the good houses," Duggan said. "Right now, it doesn't seem like we can build apartments fast enough."
Duggan also credits auto manufacturers and other companies bringing back jobs as aiding population growth across the 139-square-mile (360-square kilometer) city.
But how many people actually live in Detroit and how they're counted has been a source of friction between the city and the Census Bureau. In September 2022, Detroit sued the Census Bureau over population estimates from 2021 that showed it lost 7,100 residents.

    


Duggan told reporters then that the city wanted the Census Bureau to reveal how it produced its population loss estimates for Detroit. The lawsuit followed the city's appeal of the 2020 census data that showed Detroit with 639,111 residents, while estimates from 2019 put the city's population at 670,052 residents.
Detroit was among several large cities to file a challenge of their 2020 census figures, following a national head count in which the Census Bureau acknowledged that a higher percentage of African Americans and Hispanics were undercounted than the previous decade. About 77% of Detroit's residents are African American, and Hispanics make up almost 8% of the population.
___
Schneider reported from Orlando, Florida.
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    [image: FILE -The Alternative for Germany (AfD) party logo is seen during a press conference after Germany's general election in Berlin, Monday, Sept. 23, 2013. German lawmakers have lifted the immunity from prosecution of one of the far-right Alternative for Germany party's top candidates in the upcoming European Parliament election as he faces an investigation. (AP Photo/Jens Meyer, File)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- German lawmakers on Thursday lifted the immunity from prosecution of one of the far-right Alternative for Germany party's top candidates in the upcoming European Parliament election as he faces an investigation. 
The German parliament's lower house, or Bundestag, voted to lift Petr Bystron's immunity to clear the way for searches in connection with the investigation. Lawmakers from Alternative for Germany, or AfD, abstained.
Prosecutors in Munich said they were investigating a member of the Bundestag on an "initial suspicion" of corruption and money laundering, without offering more details. They would not identify the lawmaker, but German news agency dpa and other media reported that it was Bystron.
Prosecutors said properties in Berlin, Bavaria and on the Spanish island of Mallorca were being searched Thursday and documents and other evidence seized. 

    


Bystron is currently a lawmaker in Germany's national parliament but is the no. 2 on his party's list for the June election to the European Union's legislature. Last month he denied allegations in a Czech daily that he may have received money from a pro-Russian network.




AfD's co-leaders, Alice Weidel and Tino Chrupalla, said in a joint statement that the lifting of Bystron's immunity and searches of his home and office space were "a serious event" and that no proof has been offered so far for the accusations against him. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They said AfD's parliamentary group hopes for a quick conclusion to the investigation so that the impression doesn't arise of an attempt by authorities to influence the European Parliament election campaign.
The investigation adds to events that have cast an unflattering light on AfD, which has enjoyed strong support in recent months. 
Last month, an assistant to Maximilian Krah, a European Parliament lawmaker who is the top candidate on AfD's list for next month's election, was arrested on suspicion of spying for China. German government and mainstream opposition lawmakers have assailed the party for its alleged closeness to Russia and China.

    


On Monday, a court ruled that Germany's domestic intelligence agency was justified in putting the party under observation for suspected extremism. AfD has portrayed the designation as a political attempt to discredit the party and said it will seek to appeal.
And on Tuesday, another court ruled in a separate case that Bjorn Hocke, the leader of one of AfD"s regional branches and one of the party's best-known figures, knowingly used a Nazi slogan in a speech and ordered him to pay a fine.
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    [image: FILE - Geert Wilders, leader of the far-right party PVV, or Party for Freedom, talks to the media, two days after winning the most votes in a general election, in The Hague, Netherlands, on Nov. 24, 2023. Anti-Islam firebrand Geert Wilders is on the verge of brokering a four-party coalition in the Netherlands six months after coming in first in national elections, opening the prospect that yet another European Union nation will veer toward the hard right weeks ahead of EU-wide elections. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]
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                                        THE HAGUE (AP) -- Anti-Islam firebrand Geert Wilders and three other party leaders agreed on a coalition deal early Thursday that veers the Netherlands toward the hard right, capping a half year of tumultuous negotiations that still left it unclear who would become prime minister. 
The "Hope, courage and pride" agreement introduces strict measures on asylum seekers, scraps family reunification for refugees and seeks to reduce the number of international students studying in the country. 
"Deport people without a valid residence permit as much as possible, even forcibly," the 26-page document says. 
"We are writing history today," Wilders proclaimed, saying he had made sure the three other coalition parties, including the one of outgoing Prime Minister Mark Rutte, had accepted the core of his program.
"The sun will shine again in the Netherlands," Wilders said. "It is the strongest asylum policy ever."

    


With hard-right and populist parties now part of or leading a half dozen governments in the 27-nation European Union, they appear positioned to make gains in the bloc's June 6-9 election. Wilders has been a political ally of radical right and populist leaders such as Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, Italian Prime Minister Georgia Meloni and French opposition leader Marine Le Pen. 




"My party will be at the center of power. It makes us enormously proud," Wilders said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He had to make personal compromises, though. Wilders has already reluctantly acknowledged that he will not succeed Rutte at the country's helm. The parties still have to agree on a prime minister, who is expected to be a technocrat from outside the party structures.
Speculation has centered on Ronald Plasterk from the Labor Party, who shot back to prominence this year when he became the first "scout" to hold talks with political leaders about possible coalitions.
The deal said the next government will continue with existing plans to combat climate change, including continuing to pay for a climate change fund established last year. But the Farmers Citizens Movement is part of the coalition, and the deal includes soothing language and concessions to farmers who have blocked cities with tractors during disruptive protests.

    


Other points in the agreement include increasing social housing, stricter sentences for serious crimes and capping property taxes.
The group intends to continue supporting Ukraine and wants to enshrine the NATO standard of spending 2% of gross domestic product on defense into law. 
EU headquarters may not welcome a line in the coalition deal that says "the Netherlands is very critical against further enlargement of the European Union," at a time when many other member nations want to add Ukraine and some other eastern nations. The EU needs unanimity among its current nations before it can add more. 
The parties will explain the program to parliament on Thursday, though a debate will not be held on the agreement until next week.
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    [image: In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, a Chinese Coast Guard ship, background, passes the boats of activists and volunteers from a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, at the South China Sea on Thursday May 16, 2024. About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, a fisherman raises a Philippine flag on his boat as activists and volunteers from a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, sailed at the South China Sea on Thursday May 16, 2024. About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, fishermen raise a Philippine flag on their boat as activists and volunteers from a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, sailed at the South China Sea on Thursday May 16, 2024. About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, activists and crew members fish on a boat as groups from a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, sailed at the South China Sea on Thursday May 16, 2024. About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, activists and crew members fish on a boat as groups from a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, sailed at the South China Sea on Thursday May 16, 2024. About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, activists and crew members distribute fuel to fishermen as groups from a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, sailed at the South China Sea on Wednesday May 15, 2024. About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, activists and crew members distribute fuel to fishermen as groups from a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, sailed at the South China Sea on Wednesday May 15, 2024. About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Filipino activists decide not to sail closer to disputed shoal, avoiding clash with Chinese ships

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, a Chinese Coast Guard ship, background, passes the boats of activists and volunteers from a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, at the South China Sea on Thursday May 16, 2024. About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party, a fisherman raises a Philippine flag on his boat as activists and volunteers from a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, sailed at the South China Sea on Thursday May 16, 2024. About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area. (Atin-Ito/Akbayan Party via AP)]
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- About 100 Filipino activists on wooden boats have decided not to sail closer to a fiercely disputed shoal in the South China Sea on Thursday to avoid a confrontation with dozens of Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships guarding the area.
Accompanied by journalists on four boats, the activists will distribute food packs and fuel to Filipino fishermen about 58 nautical miles (107 kilometers) southeast of Scarborough Shoal and then sail back home, Emman Hizon and other organizers said.
Chinese and Philippine coast guard and accompanying ships have had a series of increasingly hostile territorial faceoffs at Scarborough, which is surrounded by the Chinese coast guard, and at Philippine-occupied Second Thomas Shoal since last year. The Chinese ships have used powerful water cannons and employed blocking and other dangerous maneuvers that led to minor collisions, injured several Filipino navy personnel and strained diplomatic ties.

    


The United States has repeatedly warned that it's obligated to defend the Philippines, its longtime treaty ally, if Filipino forces, ships or aircraft come under an armed attack in the region, including in the busy South China Sea. That has sparked fears a conflict could involve Washington if the territorial disputes escalate out of control.




The activists and fishing community leaders, who belong to a nongovernment coalition called Atin Ito, Tagalog for This is Ours, provided aid to Filipino fishermen and floated symbolic territorial buoys on Wednesday on their way to Scarborough's outlying waters to assert Philippine sovereign rights over the atoll. But two Chinese coast guard ships started shadowing them Wednesday night, according to Hizon and the Philippine coast guard.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A group of 10 activists managed to evade the Chinese blockade by at least 46 ships in the outlying waters on Wednesday and distributed food and fuel to Filipinos fishing closer to the atoll. That was cited by the activists in declaring that their mission was a success.

    


"We managed to breach their illegal blockade, reaching the vicinity of Bajo de Masinloc to support our fishers with essential supplies," said Rafaela David, an activist leader who led the voyage to the disputed waters. "Mission accomplished."
The Philippine coast guard deployed three patrol ships and a light plane on Wednesday to keep watch on the activists, who set off from western Zambales province. Dozens of journalists joined the three-day voyage.
In December, the group mounted an expedition to another disputed shoal but cut the trip short after being tailed by a Chinese ship.
China effectively seized Scarborough Shoal, a triangle-shaped atoll with a vast fishing lagoon ringed by mostly submerged coral outcrops, by surrounding it with its coast guard ships after a tense 2012 standoff with Philippine government ships.
Angered by China's action, the Philippine government brought the territorial disputes to international arbitration in 2013 and largely won, with a tribunal in The Hague ruling three years later that China's expansive claims based on historical grounds in the busy seaway were invalid under the 1982 U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea.

    


The ruling declared Scarborough Shoal a traditional fishing area for Chinese, Filipino and Vietnamese fishermen, but China refused to join the arbitration, rejected the ruling and continues to defy it.
Two weeks ago, Chinese coast guard and suspected militia ships used water cannons on Philippine coast guard and fisheries ships patrolling Scarborough Shoal, damaging both ships.
The Philippines condemned the Chinese coast guard's action at the shoal, which lies in Manila's internationally recognized exclusive economic zone. The Chinese coast guard said it took a "necessary measure" after the Philippine ships "violated China's sovereignty."
Aside from the Philippines and China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan have also been involved in the long-seething territorial disputes.
Indonesia has also had skirmishes with Chinese vessels in resource-rich waters stretching from its Natuna islands to the margins of the South China Sea, which Beijing has claimed virtually in its entirety. 
The Indonesian navy has fired warning shots in the past and seized Chinese fishing boats it accused of encroaching into Indonesian waters.
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan and the United States on Wednesday signed an arrangement to jointly develop a new type of missile defense system as the allies seek to defend against the growing threat of hypersonic weapons, which are possessed by China and Russia and being tested by North Korea.
The project was initially agreed between Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and U.S. President Joe Biden at their summit last August and reaffirmed between the leaders during Kishida's April visit to Washington. The Glide Phase Interceptor is planned for deployment by the mid-2030s.
Wednesday's agreement determines the allocation of responsibility and decision-making process, a first major step in the project, Japanese defense ministry officials said. They hope to decide on Japanese contractors and start the development process by March 2025.
Hypersonic weapons are designed to exceed Mach 5, or five times the speed of sound, posing a threat to regional missile-defense systems with their speed and maneuverability. Developing interceptors of them is a challenge.

    


Japan's defense ministry called it a "pressing issue" and noted that hypersonic weapons in the region have dramatically improved in recent years.




Under the arrangement, Japan is responsible for developing a part at the interceptor's tip that separates in space to destroy the incoming warhead, as well as its rocket motors, officials said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Japan has earmarked 75.7 billion yen ($490 million) for initial development and testing of the interceptor, according to the defense ministry.
The cost includes making components for the two companies, Raytheon Technologies and Northrop Grumman, that are developing the weapon in a competition led by the U.S. Missile Defense Agency. One will be chosen for the project.
The MDA has estimated the cost to develop the hypersonic missile interceptor will exceed $3 billion, including Japan's share of $1 billion.

    


The interceptors will be deployed on Aegis-class destroyers, like the ship-to-air Standard Missile-3 that Japan previously co-developed with the United States.
Japan has been accelerating its miliary buildup as it stresses the need to fortify its deterrence against growing threats. Japan has also significantly eased its weapons export policy to allow co-developed lethal weapons to third countries.
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific news at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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    [image: FILE - Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin pose prior to their talks on the sidelines of the Belt and Road Forum in Beijing, China, on Oct. 18, 2023. Putin is traveling to China on Thursday on his first foreign trip as he starts his fifth term, a visit that underlines an increasingly close partnership between Moscow and Beijing. (Sergei Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via A, File)]
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[image: FILE - Vladimir Putin walks to his presidential inauguration in the Grand Kremlin Palace in Moscow, Russia, on May 7, 2024. Putin is traveling to China on Thursday on his first foreign trip as he starts his fifth term, a visit that underscores an increasingly close partnership between Moscow and Beijing. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, gestures while speaking to Chinese President Xi Jinping during the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on Sept. 16, 2022. Putin is traveling to China on Thursday on his first foreign trip as he starts his fifth term, a visit that underlines an increasingly close partnership between Moscow and Beijing. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, gestures while speaking to Russian President Vladimir Putin during a meeting at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia on March 20, 2023. Putin is traveling to China on Thursday on his first foreign trip as he starts his fifth term, a visit that underlines an increasingly close partnership. (Sergei Karpukhin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin pose on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on Sept. 15, 2022. Putin is traveling to China on Thursday on his first foreign trip as he starts his fifth term, a visit that underlines an increasingly close partnership. (Alexandr Demyanchuk, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, gestures while speaking to Chinese President Xi Jinping during the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on Sept. 16, 2022. Putin is traveling to China on Thursday on his first foreign trip as he starts his fifth term, a visit that underlines an increasingly close partnership between Moscow and Beijing. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, gestures while speaking to Russian President Vladimir Putin during a meeting at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia on March 20, 2023. Putin is traveling to China on Thursday on his first foreign trip as he starts his fifth term, a visit that underlines an increasingly close partnership. (Sergei Karpukhin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin pose on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on Sept. 15, 2022. Putin is traveling to China on Thursday on his first foreign trip as he starts his fifth term, a visit that underlines an increasingly close partnership. (Alexandr Demyanchuk, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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                                        Russian President Vladimir Putin's visit to China starting Thursday underlines an increasingly close partnership between the two allies who oppose the U.S.-led democratic order.
China, led by President Xi Jinping, has offered robust diplomatic support to Moscow after its invasion of Ukraine and has emerged as a top export market for Russian oil and gas, helping fill the Kremlin's war coffers. Russia also has relied on China as the main source of high-tech imports to keep its military machine running.

    
        
    
Once Communist rivals, the two countries that share a 4,200-kilometer (2,600-mile) border have become closer in recent years. A look at that relationship:
'DEAR FRIENDS'
Putin and Xi have met over 40 times and developed strong personal ties to bolster their "strategic partnership" as they both face soaring tensions with the West. 
Xi last traveled to Moscow in March 2023, where they addressed each other as "dear friend" and exchanged compliments. Putin went to Beijing in October for a summit of China's Belt and Road infrastructure initiative.

    


Putin told China's official news agency Xinhua before Thursday's two-day visit that his meetings with Xi are "a dialogue between old friends" and a "fruitful exchange of views on the most topical issues on the bilateral and international agenda."
A PARTNERSHIP AGAINST THE WEST
Putin said he chose China for his first trip abroad after being inaugurated to a fifth term in office this month because of the "unprecedented level of strategic partnership between our countries." Beijing has declared it a "no-limits" friendship.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both Xi and Putin see Western efforts to spread democracy as an attempt to de-legitimize them, and they believe that authoritarian regimes are better for confronting the challenges of the modern world. 
While China hasn't provided Russia with arms to use in Ukraine, it has backed Moscow diplomatically, blaming the West for threatening Russia's security. China also has strongly condemned Western sanctions against Moscow.

    


Russia, in turn, has consistently voiced support for Beijing on issues related to Taiwan.
After Kyiv's Western allies halted oil and gas imports from Russia, China has become Moscow's top energy customer. China, in turn, has become a top supplier of machinery and electronics to Russia after sanctions curtailed high-tech supplies.
FEEDING RUSSIA'S WAR MACHINE
The U.S. says China has greatly expanded supplies of machine tools, microelectronics and other technology to Russia that is used to make missiles, tanks, aircraft and other weapons.
According to U.S. assessments, Russia got about 90% of all microelectronics and about 70% of machine tools from China in 2023.
While visiting Beijing last month, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that "Russia would struggle to sustain its assault on Ukraine without China's support." He said he told Chinese officials that "if China does not address this problem, we will."
MILITARY COOPERATION
Amid their strengthening ties, Russia and China have held a series of war games in recent years, including naval drills and patrols by long-range bombers over the Sea of Japan and the East China Sea. Russian and Chinese ground forces also have gone to each other's territory for joint exercises.

    


Putin said Moscow has been sharing highly sensitive military technology with China that significantly bolstered its defense capability, including an early warning system to spot ballistic missile launches. The ground-based radar and satellites previously were only used by Russia and the U.S.
In November, Putin suggested that Moscow and Beijing should expand cooperation on military satellites and other technology used for defense.
CHINA'S VIEW ON UKRAINE
China proclaims its neutrality in the Ukrainian conflict, but it also refuses to condemn Russia's action or even call it an invasion. Beijing blames the hostilities on the West and also strongly criticizes economic sanctions on Russia.
Last year, Beijing proposed a 12-point peace plan that echoed Moscow's arguments and would secure Russia's territorial gains. It was quickly rejected by Ukraine and the West. 
China also has turned a cold shoulder to a Ukraine peace conference that is set to be hosted by Switzerland in June and snubs Russia. Beijing has said it supports a conference that's accepted by both Russia and Ukraine.
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    [image: FILE - West Virginia Republican Senate President Craig Blair speaks at the West Virginia Legislative Lookahead, Jan. 5, 2024, in Charleston, W.Va. West Virginia Republican voters ousted the state Senate president during the primary elections on Tuesday, May 14, as well as an incumbent doctor who drew fire for breaking with his party over school vaccination policy. (AP Photo/John Raby, File)]
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                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va (AP) -- West Virginia voters ousted the Republican state Senate president on Tuesday, as well as a doctor who drew fire for breaking with his party over school vaccination policy. 
They were among at least eight incumbent GOP legislators who lost in the state's primary elections.
In the state's eastern panhandle, U.S. Army Special Forces Green Beret veteran Tom Willis defeated Republican Senate President Craig Blair, who has helmed the chamber since 2021. And State Health and Human Resources Chair Sen. Mike Maroney was defeated by Chris Rose, a utility company electrician and former coal miner. 
Maroney's loss came after he publicly advocated against a bill pushed by the Republican caucus that would have allowed some students who don't attend traditional public institutions or participate in group extracurriculars like sports to be exempt from vaccinations typically required for children starting day care or school.

    


West Virginia is only one of a handful of states in the U.S. that offers only medical exemptions to vaccine requirements. Maroney, a radiologist from Marshall County, called the bill "an embarrassment" on the Senate floor and said he believed lawmakers were harming the state.




Messages left for Blair, Maroney and Rose weren't immediately returned Wednesday.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


In an email response to questions from The Associated Press, Willis said he believes his personal experiences helped him build relationships with voters. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I believe I was able to connect at a heart level with many voters due to the losses I have suffered," he wrote. "I was surprised how many voters had also lost a spouse, or had lost a child, as I have, or been a single parent, as I have. I think I was able to meet people where they were and connect, because I have been there also."
Willis said he looks forward to listening to the voices of voters in the Eastern Panhandle and vowed to "carry their best interests to Charleston."

    


All 100 seats in the state House of Delegates were up for a vote, and 17 out of 34 state Senate seats. Fourteen Republican incumbents were up for reelection, with nine facing challengers. Four incumbents lost to challengers, including Blair, Maroney, Sen. Robert Karnes and Sen. Chandler Swope. 
At least four Republican incumbents lost their House of Delegates primaries: Diana Winzenreid, David Adkins, Heather Tully and Don Forsht. 
Unaffiliated voters have been allowed to participate in Republican primaries in West Virginia since 1986, but this year marked the last time they could do that. The state GOP voted in January to close its primary to registered Republicans only starting in 2026. According to the secretary of state's website, 24.7% of West Virginia registered voters have no party affiliation.
That last chance to vote in the GOP primary for unaffiliated voters could be one reason for an apparent jump in voter participation this year. According to unofficial totals, more than 224,000 West Virginia adults voted in the GOP presidential race. That compares with 198,000 in the 2020 GOP presidential primary and 157,000 in 2016.

    


In Maroney's race, Rose had the backing of West Virginians for Health Freedom, a group that advocates against vaccine mandates. 
During the debate about this year's vaccine bill, which was ultimately vetoed by Republican Gov. Jim Justice, Maroney said: "I took an oath to do no harm. There's zero chance I can vote for this bill." 
West Virginia law requires children to receive vaccines for chickenpox, hepatitis-b, measles, meningitis, mumps, diphtheria, polio, rubella, tetanus and whooping cough, unless they receive a medical exemption. West Virginia does not require COVID-19 vaccinations.
Alicia West Fancher, a mother who lives in a neighboring district to Maroney's, is a member of West Virginians for Health Freedom and pushed for Rose's election, said decisions about vaccines should be made by families, not legislators. 
"To me, they're playing God over the health of my children," she said. "They don't get to decide what's right for my children. I get to decide with God's help. It's really sick to me to see all these politicians making health care choices over my family." 

    


Maroney also lost favor with some Republicans last year when he spoke against a total ban on medical interventions for transgender adolescents, like puberty blockers and hormone therapy. During one meeting of his committee, he told fellow lawmakers he believed it was wrong for a group of "mostly medically uneducated people" to pass laws that would prohibit proven medical treatments.
Maroney likened banning hormone therapy to barring the use of drugs to treat mental health disorders and cancer. 
In one of the most contested races of the night, Republican incumbent Sen. Patricia Rucker narrowly defeated Del. Paul Espinosa. Espinosa was recruited to run for the state Senate after Rucker said she planned to challenge Blair for the Senate presidency. Facing pressure from Blair and other Senate leaders, she later dropped out of the Senate president race, but she was removed as Senate education committee chair.

    


Rucker endorsed Willis in his matchup against Blair. 
Blair served three terms in the Senate, including the last three years as president. Before that, Blair spent seven years in the House of Delegates.
Willis has served more than two decades with the National Guard and is a real estate attorney. The Hedgesville resident is co-owner of the Glen Ferris Inn overlooking the picturesque Kanawha Falls in Fayette County. In 2018, Willis finished fourth among six candidates in a U.S. Senate GOP primary.
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                    A U.S.-trained economist, Wong, 51, succeeded Lee Hsien Loong, 72, who stepped down after two decades at the helm. Political analyst Eugene Tan says he will have to be "his own man" (May 15, 2024).
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            Singapore PM sworn in, in carefully planned succession

        
        
            Singapore's deputy leader Lawrence Wong was sworn in as the nation's fourth prime minister on Wednesday in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. A U.S.-trained economist, Wong, 51, succeeds Lee Hsien Loong, 72, who stepped down after two decades at the helm.
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Singapore's deputy leader Lawrence Wong was sworn in as the nation's fourth prime minister on Wednesday in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. A U.S.-trained economist, Wong, 51, succeeds Lee Hsien Loong, 72, who stepped down after two decades at the helm.
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            A U.S.-trained economist, Wong, 51, succeeded Lee Hsien Loong, 72, who stepped down after two decades at the helm. Political analyst Eugene Tan says he will have to be "his own man" (May 15, 2024).
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    [image: In this photo released by Singapore's Ministry of Communications and Information, Singapore's new Prime Minister Lawrence Wong makes a speech after being sworn in at the Istana in Singapore, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Wong was sworn in Wednesday as the nation's fourth prime minister in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. (Ministry of Communications and Information via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Singapore's Ministry of Communications and Information, Singapore's incoming Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, second from left, is sworn in next to President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, center, and Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon, second from right, at the Istana in Singapore, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Wong was sworn in Wednesday as the nation's fourth prime minister in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. (Ministry of Communications and Information via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Singaporean Finance Minister Lawrence Wong, center, attends the plenary session during the ASEAN Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting in Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia on Friday, March 31, 2023. Singapore's deputy leader Wong is set to be sworn in Wednesday, May 15, 2024, as the nation's fourth prime minister in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati, File)]
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[image: FILE - Singapore Minister of Finance Lawrence Wong attends the second day of the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting in Nusa Dua,Bali, Indonesia, on Saturday, July 16, 2022. Singapore's deputy leader Wong is set to be sworn in Wednesday, May 15, 2024, as the nation's fourth prime minister in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. (Sonny Tumbelaka/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Prince William, left, and Singapore's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Lawrence Wong visit the Central Catchment Nature Reserve of Singapore on Nov. 8, 2023. Singapore's deputy leader Wong is set to be sworn in Wednesday, May 15, 2024, as the nation's fourth prime minister in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian, File)]
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[image: FILE - Singapore's Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Lawrence Wong, left, shares a light moment with Indonesian Defense Minister and president-elect Prabowo Subianto during their meeting at Bogor Presidential Palace in Bogor, Indonesia, Monday, April 29, 2024. Singapore's deputy leader Wong is set to be sworn in Wednesday, May 15, 2024, as the nation's fourth prime minister in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim, File)]
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[image: In this photo released by Singapore's Ministry of Communications and Information, Singapore's incoming Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, left, makes a speech after being sworn in as President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, center, and Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon, second from right, at the Istana in Singapore, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Wong was sworn in Wednesday as the nation's fourth prime minister in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. (Ministry of Communications and Information via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | In this photo released by Singapore's Ministry of Communications and Information, Singapore's incoming Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, left, makes a speech after being sworn in as President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, center, and Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon, second from right, at the Istana in Singapore, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Wong was sworn in Wednesday as the nation's fourth prime minister in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. (Ministry of Communications and Information via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8
In this photo released by Singapore's Ministry of Communications and Information, Singapore's incoming Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, left, makes a speech after being sworn in as President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, center, and Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon, second from right, at the Istana in Singapore, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Wong was sworn in Wednesday as the nation's fourth prime minister in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure continuity and stability in the Asian financial hub. (Ministry of Communications and Information via AP)
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                                        KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) -- Singapore's new Prime Minister Lawrence Wong vowed to make "tomorrow better than today" as he took his oath of office Wednesday in a carefully planned political succession designed to ensure stability in the Asian financial hub.
A U.S.-trained economist, Wong, 51, succeeds Lee Hsien Loong, 72, who stepped down after two decades. He is the city-state's fourth leader and the first born after Singapore's independence in 1965.
Lee's departure marked the end of a family dynasty led by his father Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore's first leader, who built the colonial trading outpost into one of the world's richest nations during 31 years in office.
Wong paid tribute to his predecessors for dedication to the nation, saying "we stand on the shoulders of giants." But he said his leadership style will differ as he navigates Singapore through a more troubled world.

    


"This is a passing of the baton not just between leadership teams but also across generations," Wong said. "We will lead in our own way. We will continue to think boldly and think far."
The transition has been meticulously crafted by the People's Action Party, one of the world's longest-serving political parties and known for its clean and effective governance. It is not expected to change the dynamics in the tiny nation of some 6 million people.




Wong, a civil servant turned politician, came to prominence while coordinating Singapore's successful fight against COVID-19. But he wasn't the first choice for the top job.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Heng Swee Keat, a former central bank chief and education minister, was the anointed successor but he withdrew his nomination in 2021. Wong was then picked by the People's Action Party in 2022 to fill the vacuum and quickly promoted to deputy prime minister.
Wong warned that Singapore must brace for a "messier, riskier and more violent world" by staying united and blazing new trails. As global powers fight to shape a new world order, he said protectionism and rampant nationalism will deepen.

    


Amid China-U.S. rivalry, he said Singapore -- which has stayed neutral -- would continue to engage both nations.
Wong has retained the Cabinet and held onto his finance portfolio as he prepares for his first big test in general elections. Those are due by 2025. Before taking office, he promoted Trade Minister Gan Kim Yong as one of two deputy premiers. The other deputy is Heng.
Lee stayed on as a senior minister, a path taken by all former premiers.
While victory in the election is assured, Wong must clinch a stronger wing after the PAP suffered a setback in 2020 polls over voters' rising discontent with the government.
Singapore under Lee's rule flourished into one of the world's wealthiest nations, but it also became one of the most expensive cities to live in. The PAP has also been criticized for tight government control and a government-knows-best stance, media censorship and the use of oppressive laws against dissidents.
Issues like widening income disparity, increasingly unaffordable housing, overcrowding caused by immigration and restrictions on free speech are often used as fodder by the opposition and have loosened the PAP's grip on power.

    


"One-party dominance in Singapore is weakening but the challenge for the PAP leadership is to slow down the process," said Eugene Tan, a law professor at Singapore Management University.
Bridget Welsh, a Southeast Asia political expert, said Lee "will be remembered for steering Singapore quietly and successfully through turbulent waters from the 2008-2009 financial crisis and COVID-19. He helped to build resilience in Singapore. ... (But) Singapore has become a more complex society, with more open demands, making the task of governing (for Wong) more challenging."
Wong was born seven years after Singapore separated from Malaysia and gained independence. His father was a migrant from China and his mother was a teacher. Unlike many senior PAP leaders, he didn't have a privileged background. Observers have said this could help him relate better with the common citizen.

    


Wong earned a scholarship to study in the U.S., later obtaining a masters' degree in economics from the University of Michigan and another masters' degree in public administration from Harvard University. He spent years in public service including as a principal private secretary to Lee before entering politics in 2011. He has handled the defense, education, communications, culture, community and youth portfolios.
Like Lee, Wong is active on social media. Married with no children, he doesn't reveal much about his private life but has offered glimpses into his interests in music and dogs, and he is a fan of tennis star Roger Federer. He often posts videos of himself playing guitar.
Wong has launched a Forward Singapore plan to let Singaporeans have a say in how to develop a more balanced, vibrant and inclusive agenda for the next generation.

    


"This is my promise to all Singaporeans. I will serve you with all my heart. I will never settle for the status quo. I will always seek better ways to make tomorrow better than today," Wong said.
Law professor Tan said Wong's immediate priorities will be to address issues including the rising cost of living, housing affordability and job security. "Bread-and-butter issues remain vital even for a prosperous country, partly because of Singapore's innate vulnerabilities," he said.
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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                                        Drake is the leading nominee for next month's BET Awards, followed closely by Nicki Minaj.
The Canadian rapper received seven nominations Thursday, including an album of the year nod for his eighth studio album, "For All the Dogs." One of the awards he's up for is the music video for "First Person Shooter," his collaboration with J. Cole that may have been the catalyst for his recent beef with rapper Kendrick Lamar.
Minaj received six nominations, including for album of the year for her highly anticipated "Pink Friday 2" release. Two of her nominations were for her song with Ice Spice, "Barbie World," part of the blockbuster "Barbie" soundtrack.
Victoria Monet, one of several artists to receive five nominations, is scheduled to perform at the show, which will be held June 30 in Los Angeles. 
Beyonce, received four nominations, including for best female R&B/pop artist as well as recognition for two "Cowboy Carter" tracks, "Texas Hold 'Em" and "16 Carriages."

    


Her collaboration with Lamar, "America Has a Problem (Remix)," is competing against songs by Minaj, Usher, Cardi B and Drake.
Drake's "Rich Baby Daddy," which features SZA and Sexyy Red, is competing for the best collaboration and two other awards. 




The BET Awards extend beyond music with honors for film, acting and sports figures.
"Renaissance," the Beyonce tour film that was released in theaters late last year, is also nominated for best movie.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Super Bowl headliner Usher is among the artists vying for four awards, along with 21 Savage, Megan Thee Stallion, Doja Cat and Tyla, who won the inaugural best African music performance honor at the Grammy Awards.
Joining Monet, the best new artist Grammy winner, with five nominations apiece are J. Cole, Sexyy Red and SZA. 
Sexyy Red will also perform during the show, as will Muni Long, Latto, Glorilla and Shaboozey.
The film nominees this year are: "American Fiction"; "Bob Marley: One Love"; "Renaissance: A Film by Beyonce"; "Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse"; "The Book of Clarence"; "The Color Purple"; "The Equalizer 3" and "The Little Mermaid."
Simone Biles, Naomi Asaka, Steph Curry, Lebron James and Patrick Mahomes are among the sports stars competing for awards. 
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- There's no point asking Marisa Abela to sing Amy Winehouse songs at karaoke. Her friends have already tried and failed.
But you can see her sing -- and become -- Winehouse in the new film "Back to Black," which opens in the U.S. on Friday.
Abela, best known for the sex, drugs and banking TV series "Industry," did not want her performance to feel like a mere impersonation of the iconic British singer. She spent four months learning to sing in Winehouse's specific vocal style (two hours a day, five days a week), play guitar (one hour a day, three times a week) and move like her through "intense" physical training.
Abela immersed herself in Winehouse's life and music until, she says, it was "annoying." Deciding to give her flatmates a break from the sound of her guitar practice ("at the beginning everything sounded terrible") or watching performances on a loop ("over and over and over again"), she relocated to Camden.

    


It's the area in north London where Winehouse lived and died and where she is still much loved and remembered. Her image and music are everywhere.
"She was out and she was at pubs and at restaurants and, you know, singing when she shouldn't have been sometimes. And also when she should have been," Abela says.




"Back to Black," directed by Sam Taylor-Johnson, follows the experiences that led Winehouse to write the album of the same title. It shows her rise to fame from her debut album "Frank" to her triumph at the 2008 Grammys. Away from music, we see her Friday night family dinners and the heartbreak of her relationship with Blake Fielder-Civil (played by Jack O'Connell).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Abela is now 27, the same age Winehouse was when she died in 2011. The actor met The Associated Press recently at Camden's traditional pub and music venue The Dublin Castle, a well-known Winehouse hangout and a filming location for "Back to Black."

    


"It was important to her to be in Camden always," Abela says. "Everyone has stories and that's really helpful."
The actor remembers coming in for a pint after she booked the job, just to get a feel for the place. Winehouse played gigs there and would pop behind the bar to pull pints. There are signed photos to landlady Peggy Conlon proudly displayed behind the bar (they had to be removed for filming).
Abela describes how the tabletops and sticky floors that Winehouse once trod upon infused realism into the scenes that featured extras standing around with fake drinks in their hands.
"There's just an amazing history to these venues, especially the music venues that she was a part of and then became a part of her legacy," Abela says.
The only problem with making a movie about Winehouse in Camden: It's impossible to hide behind the closed doors of a movie set.
So Abela was caught by the paparazzi, as Winehouse was, walking around in the rain, sporting red lipstick, backcombed black hair and ballet slippers, "basically barefoot." But when the time came, she embraced the towering stilettos the singer would wear onstage.
"Those heels are just insane," Abela says. "She did an incredible job staying upright in those heels, especially with that hair, I mean, it's not light. It's a heavy piece on your head."

    


It was even suggested that the actor wear sneakers, when her feet were out of shot during a scene recreating Winehouse's 2008 Glastonbury performance, for safety reasons.
"But it changes your physicality so much to be in trainers running. So, no, I'll stay in the heels, thanks very much," Abela decided.
Taylor-Johnson met with Winehouse's family, but says they had no artistic control over the film. It was written by Matt Greenhalgh, who also wrote biopics of Joy Division's Ian Curtis (2007's "Control") and John Lennon (2009's "Nowhere Boy"). A big Winehouse fan, Taylor-Johnson says she knew early on in the audition process that Abela could channel and bring "forth the feeling of Amy."
Abela says she poured "blood, sweat and tears" into the role is because she knew first hand how much Winehouse meant to people.
Growing up in a Jewish family, living in small village outside Brighton on England's south coast, Abela went to a Church of England school and didn't know other Jewish people.

    


"I didn't see any cool women out there rocking the Star of David. And then, like, Amy Winehouse is out and about. And that was just so cool to me," Abela recalls.
"Back to Black" topped the box office twice when it opened in the U.K. and Ireland last month. Abela isn't reading reviews, but admits the thought of what Winehouse would think of her kept her awake at night. Eventually, she came to the conclusion that the singer would at least respect the amount of work she put into her performance.
She insisted on singing for real, if they decided she was good enough, as a way to "unlock" Winehouse. But, for now, Abela has no plans to capitalize on her singing lessons.
"It's not how I choose to express myself artistically," she says. "I don't think we're going to see an album from me any time soon."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- To say Cage the Elephant's latest album had a turbulent birth would be an understatement. The band dealt with the deaths of loved ones, the pandemic and their lead singer's arrest and hospitalization.
"It's no secret that I had a medical crisis," Matt Shultz tells The Associated Press from Nashville on the eve of the Friday release of the 12-track "Neon Pill." "I'm fully recovered. It definitely left a scar, but it's one that can be walked away from."
In January 2023, the Kentucky raised singer-songwriter was charged with criminal possession of firearms after police found Shultz's guns inside his room at the Bowery Hotel in Lower Manhattan.
Shultz says that in the aftermath he discovered that for the previous three years or so he'd been having a bad reaction to a set of prescribed medications (Shultz didn't specify which), leading to episodes of psychosis. 

    


"It's shocking how night and day the difference is from being on whatever medication is causing psychosis and being off of it," he says. "As I got off the medication, I went back to my normal self. And that was very odd because it was like having your life hijacked by another person."




That so-called other person had contributed to the five-year recording of "Neon Pill" and it was up to Shultz -- who was hospitalized for two months and had about six months of outpatient therapy -- to untangle the music.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I went back to the lyrics, obviously to finish the album, and it was like reading the words of a totally different person and trying to decode what they meant," he says. "A lot of it was going back and trying to find the sentiment of what I was trying to communicate."
Shultz avoided jail time by pleading guilty to three weapons charges.
"I'm so blessed it wasn't worse than it was," he says. "And blessed that I got the medical attention I needed. I'm incredibly blessed to be surrounded by my family, my wife. Definitely, God got me through it for sure. I would be dead several times over."

    


"Neon Pill" sees the band reunited with producer John Hill, who worked on their last 2019's Grammy-winning "Social Cues," and offers a kaleidoscope of rock, from the strutting glam of "Ball and Chain" to the piano ballad of "Out Loud" and the airy alt-rock of "Float Into the Sky." One song, "Rainbow," is infectiously poppy, as if Cage did a Dead or Alive track.
"It was very much like a culmination of all the Cage records combined," says Shultz. "John Hill definitely had a greater impact on this album, for sure. Not that he didn't have an impact on 'Social Cues,' but with this one, he definitely was pushing us harder to reach within ourselves and to write the best material that we possibly could."
The album doesn't shy away from Shultz's experiences and the title track drives straight into them, with the lyrics "Double-crossed by a neon pill/Like a loaded gun, my love,
I lost control of the wheel." The song has become the band's 11th No. 1 on Billboard's Alternative Airplay chart.
"We definitely felt like that was the title track once everything came to be," says Shultz, whose bandmates are his guitarist brother, Brad; bassist Daniel Tichenor; drummer Jared Champion; guitarist Nick Bockrath; and keyboardist Matthan Minster.

    


Two songs connect to Matt and Brad's father, Brad Shultz Sr., including "Out Loud," which is based on the time the elder Shultz and his father had a terrible fight and their dad ran away, hitchhiking all the way to Florida. Feeling remorseful after a year, the younger man wrote a song of apology and hitchhiked back to Kentucky to play it for his father.
Matt Shultz says he was moved by the story and "so I wrote a song about the song he wrote." That song has the lines: "Man, I really messed up now/ Clipped those wings and I came back home/Tried my best just to carry on."
The album's last track, "Over Your Shoulder," mourns his father's death in 2020. The Shultz brothers inherited milk crates with hundreds of their dad's songs on old cassette tapes. A new original Cage song emerged, similar to their dad's style, with the lyrics: "Don't look back over your shoulder/I'm not saying don't ask/When it feels like it gets colder/Every season will pass."

    


Matt Shultz says the entire album marks a bit of a departure for a band who he admits often in the past wore their influences on their sleeves.
"We would be in the studio and definitely at times trying to imitate and emulate. But with this record, I think, we were just really relaxed into ourselves and reaching to make something that we love." 
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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                                        Reba McEntire is hosting Thursday's Academy of Country Music Awards, promising a night of memorable performances, including a tribute to Toby Keith.
When McEntire takes the stage at the Ford Center at The Star in Frisco, Texas, just north of Dallas, it will be a record 17th time she's emceed the show.
"I love the award show because it's almost like a family reunion," she recently told The Associated Press. 
This year's nominees range from veteran acts to new talent, including the much-beloved Jelly Roll. This year marks his first-time receiving ACM nominations; he's up for entertainer of the year, male artist of the year, single of the year (for "Need a Favor," which won big at the CMT Music Awards last month), and music event of the year, for "Save Me" featuring Lainey Wilson. The last time a musician was up for entertainer of the year in his first round of ACM awards nominations was Billy Ray Cyrus in 1992.

    


The ACM festivities actually began ahead of Thursday's event, when the new artist of the year awards were handed out at Tuesday's ACM Country Kickoff fan festival at The Star: Megan Moroney took home new female artist of the year, Nate Smith won in the male category and Tigirlily Gold took home to prize for new duo or group.




Here's what you need to know before the main ACMs attraction begins. 
HOW TO WATCH THE ACMs
The 2024 ACM Awards will stream on Prime Video and the Amazon Music channel on Twitch Live at 8 p.m. Eastern. A red carpet feed will become available on Prime Video, the Amazon Music Channel on Twitch and Amazon Live at 7 p.m. Eastern.
THIS YEAR'S ACM AWARDS NOMINEES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Luke Combs leads the 2024 nominations with eight nods. For a fifth year in a row, he's up for both male artist of the year and entertainer of the year.
Combs' eight nominations includes a first-time nomination for Tracy Chapman. His cover of her "Fast Car" is up for song of the year, a category that recognizes songwriters and publishers in addition to artists. Last year, Chapman's 1988 song won song of the year at the Country Music Awards for Combs' cover, making her the first Black songwriter to win in the category.

    


Morgan Wallen and Moroney closely follow Combs' nominations with six each, while Cody Johnson, Chris Stapleton and Wilson are tied with five.
Jordan Davis and Jelly Roll have four nominations.
WHO'S PERFORMING AT THE ACM AWARDS
Jason Aldean will perform the tribute to Keith, who died in February.
"I've been a fan of his since the beginning and his songs are some of the first songs I played back in clubs early in my career, including the one I'll be performing on the show," he said in a statement. "It means a lot to be able to honor him and properly celebrate his iconic career and legacy. He was one of a kind."
In addition to Aldean: Kane Brown, Jelly Roll, Miranda Lambert, Thomas Rhett, Post Malone, Parker McCollum, Johnson, McEntire, Wilson and Stapleton will also perform during the telecast.
Fans can expect a few interesting collaborations as well -- Kelsea Ballerini with Noah Kahan; Blake Shelton and Gwen Stefani and Smith with Avril Lavigne.
___
Associated Press Writer Gary Hamilton contributed to this report.
___
For more coverage of this year's ACM Awards, visit https://apnews.com/hub/academy-of-country-music-awards
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                    Savannah Gankiewicz of Hawaii was crowned Miss USA 2023 on Wednesday, more than a week after the previous titleholder resigned citing her mental health.


                
                
    
    

            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Savannah Gankiewicz of Hawaii was crowned Miss USA 2023 on Wednesday, more than a week after the previous titleholder resigned citing her mental health. 
Gankiewicz, a model who leads a female empowerment nonprofit, will hold the title until August -- the remainder of the pageant's term, the Honolulu Star-Advertiser reported.
"I am ready to make a positive impact with this organization that I hold dear to my heart," said Gankiewicz, of Maui, during a ceremony at the Alohilani Resort Waikiki Beach.
As the first runner-up, Gankiewicz was announced as the replacement for former Miss USA 2023 Noelia Voigt, who stepped aside May 6. In a statement, Voigt thanked her fans and wrote, "Never compromise your physical and mental well-being." 
Voigt, a former Miss Utah, was crowned in September 2023.
Miss Teen USA, UmaSofia Srivastava, also resigned her title within days of Voigt's resignation in a shock to the Miss Universe Organization, which runs both pageants.
Srivastava, the former Miss New Jersey Teen USA, wrote in a statement that her personal values no longer fully align with the direction of the organization."
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                    Before Judith Godreche kickstarted a #MeToo wave in the French film industry, she was one of the first prominent actors to go on the record against Harvey Weinstein. Godreche and the film's collaborators walked the Cannes Film Festival's red carpet Wednesday to premiere "Moi Aussi," a short film dedicated to victims of sexual abuse. Together, they stood on the steps of the Palais des Festivals with hands covering their mouths.
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                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- Before Judith Godreche kickstarted a #MeToo wave in the French industry, she was one of the first prominent actors to go on the record against Harvey Weinstein. 
Godreche was 24 and attending the Cannes Film Festival for the premiere of her film "Ridicule." Weinstein, who had just acquired the film, invited her to his Hotel du Cap suite to discuss a possible Oscar campaign. Weinstein, she recounted to The New York Times in 2017, forced himself on her and she fled. 
That was 1996. Now, Godreche is in Cannes at another pivotal juncture in the #MeToo movement. On Wednesday, months after she alleged two prominent filmmakers sexually abused her when she was a teen, Godreche premiered her poignant short, "Moi Aussi" ("Me Too"). 
"It's extremely meaningful for me to be there because that's where Harvey tried to rape me," Godreche said in an interview. "But honestly, there are so many places in the world and so many movie sets and locations and moments in my actress life that were not OK. If I was to see the world only through this perspective anytime I'm going through something related to filmmaking, I think I'd just run away and stop."

    


Instead, Godreche has emerged as the leading figure in France's #MeToo movement. In February, Godreche filed official complaints against director Benoit Jacquot for "rape with constraint," and against filmmaker Jacques Doillon for "rape with violence" during the making of 1989's "The 15 Year Old Girl." Both men have denied the allegations. 




In France, which had been resistant to the #MeToo movement, the allegations sent new shockwaves through the industry. French Culture Minister Rachida Dati criticized the country's cinema for "collectively turning a blind eye for decades" to sexual violence. At the Cesar Awards, France's equivalent of the Oscars, Godreche asked the audience: "Is it possible that we can look the truth in the eye?"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the aftermath of Godreche's strong statements, more women have come forward, and Cannes organizers are girding for more revelations during the festival.

    


"It's a wonderful thing that women are now speaking out," actor Lea Seydoux told reporters in Cannes on Wednesday. "Things are clearly changing and it was high time it did."
Godreche has found herself hailed as a hero by many and criticized as a "puritan" by others. 
"For me, it's quite a bizarre time," Godreche says. "There's so much hate and weird fantasies projected at me. People are looking at me like I'm a radioactive thing."
After Godreche came forward with her allegations against Jacquot and Doillon, she created an email address as a repository for anyone who had experienced sexual abuse. Within 15 days, she received some 5,000 testimonies. On March 23, about a thousand of those who wrote assembled on a boulevard in Paris.
Godreche, 52, turned that gathering into "Moi Aussi," dedicated to "all those who one day finally have been able to tell their story" and "all those who still live in silence." It was to premiere Wednesday evening in the opening ceremony of Cannes' Un Certain Regard sidebar. 

    


Godreche walked the festival's red carpet earlier in the day with the film's collaborators, ahead of the premiere of "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." Together, they stood on the steps of the Palais des Festivals with hands covering their mouths.
Cannes has seen several dramatic demonstrations for women in film in recent years. In a 2018 Time's Up event, 82 women -- including Cate Blanchett and Kristen Stewart -- stood on the Palais steps in protest. The following year, Thierry Fremaux, Cannes artistic director, signed a gender parity pledge at a rally. 
But such moments have been outliers in France. In 2018, Catherine Deneuve was a signatory on open letter published in Le Monde that argued the #MeToo movement had gone too far. In 2020, when Roman Polanski won best director at the Cesars, actor Adele Haenel -- who that year said she had been sexually harassed by the French director Christophe Ruggia between the ages 12 to 15 -- walked out of the ceremony. Ruggia has denied the allegation. Last year, Haenel said she was quitting the French film industry altogether over its "complacency toward sexual aggressors."

    


Polanski, who was charged with raping a 13-year-old girl in 1977 and pleaded guilty to a lesser charge, is still wanted in the United States decades after he fled before his sentencing.
"We have a way of idealizing and protecting auteurs and putting them on such a pedestal that they become untouchable," says Godreche of French attitudes about cinema. "Defining a filmmaker as an author makes it possible for him to identify as a genius, and be above laws and norms."
The French film industry has also been shaken by multiple sexual misconduct accusations against the internationally known Gerard Depardieu. The 75-year-old actor is to stand trial in October over the alleged sexual assaults in 2021 of two women on the set of a film. Depardieu has denied it. 

    


Asked what needs to change, Godreche struggles to define the scope of a problem she believes is stitched into the fabric of French filmmaking. 
"In France, so much needs to happen," she says. "I'm not the first one and I hope I'm not the last one." 
While making "Moi Aussi," Godreche hoped to alter some of the dynamics she's accustomed to on film sets. 
"I didn't want to be the person in the hierarchy of cinema," she says. "It's kind of like Cannes. When you're on set, it's extremely clear what the hierarchy is. It's sort of aristocracy."
"Moi Aussi" is a kind of choral expression of the multi-stage process of going public with an experience of sexual abuse. And in many ways, it charts Godreche's own experience. 
"I've been trying to understand what happened to me. It's a strange journey. I do believe that I've been in many ways for my entire life as an actress a muse. I've been reduced to silence in so many ways," she says. "I never allowed myself to completely embrace that I was allowed to create my world, to write my own movies." 
Asked if she's glad she came forward, Godreche sighs, "Oh, so glad." 
"It doesn't mean I'm relieved. It doesn't mean I'm happy or not completely terrified some days and extremely overwhelmed by the power of the backlash," Godreche adds. "But I'm absolutely happy I did because I do believe there are millions of people who are wishing that their own child or the young woman that they were can find some sort of justice."
___
AP journalist Thomas Adamson in Paris contributed to this report.
___
For more coverage of the Cannes Film Festival, visit https://apnews.com/hub/cannes-film-festival. 
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    [image: FILE - Michael McDonald, of the Doobie Brothers, poses for a portrait at Show Biz Studios in Los Angeles on Aug. 17, 2021. McDonald has a new memoir titled, "What a Fool Believes." (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: This cover image released by Dey Street shows "What a Fool Believes" by Michael McDonald with Paul Reiser. (Dey Street via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Something stopped Michael McDonald from telling his story publicly -- him. The Rock & Roll Hall of Famer with multiple Grammys just didn't think he had one.
McDonald, a member of both Steely Dan and The Doobie Brothers who became a singular soul solo artist with such hits as "On My Own'' and "Sweet Freedom," believed he was just a small player in the history of rock.
"I was afraid that, 'Well, how much of a story is here, really?' My experience is pretty much me living vicariously through other people's accomplishments," McDonald said in an interview.
Prodded by a friend -- actor and comedian Paul Reiser -- McDonald is finally owning his story this spring in the unvarnished and humble memoir "What a Fool Believes," out May 21.
It's the portrait of a remarkable singer-songwriter who had career highs and terrible lows, who battled alcoholism and self-doubt, endured popularity, mocking and then rejuvenation.

    


"I think we both discovered that this is really just a story about how random life really is -- no matter how much we think we have a plan, and no matter how much we think we have a direction we want to go," he said. "What we really have to do is be ready to let life change on a dime and go with the flow."


Reiser said in a separate interview that the book grew from conversations the two had, mainly him asking lots of questions about McDonald's life. "It's entirely selfish. I just wanted to read it," Reiser said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Everybody's in awe of his voice. Everybody loves the music he's done. But I don't think anybody knows anything about him," he added. "He just sort of floats on this frequency that doesn't get a lot of attention."
The book opens in 1971 with the author hungover in county jail. A 19-year-old McDonald has been arrested after falling asleep in a pancake house following a 48-hour cocaine- and Jack Daniels-binge. It is a foreshadowing.

    


It then goes chronologically, tracing the path McDonald took from humble roots in St. Louis, Missouri, to touring around the world with two classic rock outfits despite a "propensity for making poor choices."
McDonald went from his first band at 12 playing picnics and civic events with a homemade guitar, to the local pro band Jerry Jay and the Sheratons and then the touring The Delrays. At 18, RCA Records gave him $3,000 and flew him to Los Angeles, but his debut album was scrapped and he was dropped from the label. "My quickly rising star came crashing down to earth," he writes.
He would return to California a few months later -- by car this time -- with a more secure offer of session work. "I was determined not to return to St Louis until I had something to show for my efforts," he writes.
His career took an upswing when he was asked to sing backing vocals and play keys for Steely Dan. His distinctive, soulful voice graced memorable tracks on classic Steely Dan albums, including "Katy Lied," "The Royal Scam," "Aja" and "Gaucho." (That's him singing background on "Peg.")
When Steely Dan stopped touring, McDonald jumped to another '70s icon, The Doobie Brothers. In 1975 -- on the eve of the release of their fifth album -- their original lead singer, Tom Johnston, was hospitalized and unable to tour. The band drafted McDonald into the line-up to replace him, giving him 48- hours to learn their entire set.

    


McDonald was asked to join the Doobies permanently -- $1,500 a week plus a $100 per diem -- and would become somewhat divisive for changing their direction from country rock and blues boogie to a smoother, more soulful sound.
"There was an undeniable atmosphere of internal strife building within our ranks. And I will be the first to claim my share of the blame in that department," McDonald writes.
McDonald isn't shy about showing life's ugly parts -- from having crabs as a young man to acid reflux as an older one. He admits to showing up drunk to a rehab support group two days in a row and once could be found in a bathrobe, a joint in his mouth and a salad bowl full of Lucky Charms on his chest.
"If you're going to tell a story, tell the whole story," he says in the interview. "We all get where we're going in spite of ourselves, you know? And I think that's what the story is kind of about."

    


Musicians who read the book will get lessons in touring etiquette and songwriting, including hyper-specific details like chromatically descending II-V passing chord progressions. 
Fans will also get stories about playing basketball with James Taylor and some good advice about opening for Cher: "Generally speaking, when you see some guy all made up in a Cher wig and gown standing on a chair giving you the finger, it's time to go."
In addition to his solo albums, McDonald sang on songs by Elton John, Luther Vandross, Kenny Loggins and Christopher Cross (That's McDonald singing "Such a long way to go" on Cross' "Ride Like the Wind.") He earned a Grammy nod for "Sweet Freedom" from the movie "Running Scared" and teamed up with James Ingram on "Yah Mo B There" and Patti LaBelle on "On My Own."

    


Eventually, McDonald became a butt of jokes for his propensity to show up on other artists' tracks. "No one wanted to hear another Michael McDonald background vocal -- I had dipped into that well perhaps once too often, somewhere between 50 and a thousand times," he writes.
Redemption occurred in the 2000s when McDonald began issuing well-received albums of Motown covers. He recorded with Solange Knowles and Grizzly Bear and showed up at the Coachella festival in 2017 with the jazz-funk bassist Thundercat.
McDonald, 72, says that writing the book gave him the chance to look back and let go of resentments to people he long perceived as standing in his way. "I probably owe those people more than I have a reason to hold a grudge," he says.
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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                    Meryl Streep walked the red carpet at the Cannes Film Festival Tuesday, ahead of an opening ceremony at which she will be presented with an honorary Palme d'Or. Greta Gerwig's jury, including Lily Gladstone, Eva Green and Omar Sy, also posed for photographers on the steps of the Palais des Festival, before stars of Quentin Dupieux's opening film "The Second Act," Lea Seydoux, Vincent Lindon and Louis Garrel arrived. (May 14)
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    [image: Jury president Greta Gerwig poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Meryl Streep poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Jury president Greta Gerwig, right, points at Zaho de Sagazan during the opening ceremony of the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Jury member Eva Green poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Security personnel attend the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Jury president Greta Gerwig poses for photographers during the jury photo call at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Festival workers prepare the red carpet during preparations for the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Monday, May 13, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: Messi the dog poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)]
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                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- Welcome to Cannes. The annual film festival is always a spectacle, but 2024's edition may be the most combustible in years. The 77th Cannes red carpet unfurls against a backdrop of war and protest. The #MeToo movement, so slow to take root in France, is now quickly tearing through the country's film industry. Festival workers have threatened to strike.
And yet, the usual cavalcade of celebrities and filmmakers from around the world are descending upon the French Riviera over the course of two weeks. And so is The Associated Press. This year, we're keeping a running diary of life at -- and in -- Cannes. Follow along for an insider's view from the festival.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
Cannes properly kicked into high gear Wednesday with a full slate of films and the high-wattage premiere of George Miller's "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." The movie's afterparty by the beach was fittingly adorned with both sand and fire, but thankfully no War Boys. (Or is War Boyz?)

    


-- The Cannes red carpet has the potential to mint a glamorous young star, and that was very much the case Wednesday for Anya Taylor-Joy. She perfectly matched the moment at the "Furiosa" premiere, posing stylishly and playfully saluting her director. But as much has been made of Taylor-Joy inheriting the role from Charlize Theron, it's worth noting that for a substantial amount of the two-and-a-half-hour film, Furiosa is played as a child by a younger performer, Alyla Browne. And, she, too, is very good. So cheers for both Young Furiosa and Even Younger Furiosa. 




-- A few standout films premiered Wednesday in different sections in Cannes. In competition, Magnus von Horn's "The Girl with the Needle" is an imposingly grim, expressionist black-and-white film about a heinous crime in post-WWI Denmark. It's bleak stuff, but the way the film reserves its most damning judgment for an uncaring society is impossible to shake. Another standout in Critics' Week: Jonathan Millet's "Ghost Trail." It's an engrossing, mournful detective story about exile, starring Adam Bessa -- a strikingly potent screen presence -- as a Syrian refugee hunting his former torturer in France. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- Something you might not know? The Cannes red carpet is replaced -- or at least the main bit in the middle -- every few days. Because it's been rainy in Cannes the first few days, the first costume change was Wednesday. That's, undoubtedly, more often than many Cannes journalists clean their formal wear.

    


NOTABLE NUMBER: 6. No, 7. Nope, 8. Those were the trade report counts for the length of the standing ovation for "Furiosa." This whole enterprise is a bunch of manipulated stagecraft and best dismissed as any kind of real metric. But if we're going to do this, let's at least get an official stopwatch.
LA CITATION DU JOUR: "For me, it's quite a bizarre time. There's so much hate and weird fantasies projected at me. People are looking at me like I'm a radioactive thing." -- Judith Godreche, the actor at the center of Cannes' belated #MeToo movement, who premiered her short "Moi Aussi" on Wednesday. 

    



TUESDAY, MAY 14
Opening day in Cannes is relatively calm and straightforward, as far as Cannes days go. Just one movie premieres. Under gloomy skies, Cannes kicked off with "The Second Act," a French comedy about a group of actors filming a movie directed by artificial intelligence. Meryl Streep was given an honorary Palme d'Or. And the jury headed by Greta Gerwig was introduced. 
-- Cannes opening ceremonies are brief but singularly surreal. After a clip reel, Gerwig was serenaded with David Bowie's "Modern Love" by Zaho de Sagazan, an homage to Gerwig's "Frances Ha." As the singer made her way from the audience to the stage, Gerwig seemed to be choking back both laughter and tears.
-- Last year's Cannes is talked about with hushed tones because of how good it was -- for the terrific lineup and for the post-Cannes success of some films. That made Messi, the dog from last year's Palme winner "Anatomy of a Fall," an especially welcome presence on the red carpet. The border collie, who's been enlisted to shoot daily videos for French TV, frolicked up and down the carpet ahead of the opening ceremony. Cannes has strict rules about formal attire -- women without heels were once turned away. But Messi went bare paws.

    


-- It's been just over two months since the Oscars, but Gerwig wasn't the only one stepping back into the spotlight. A fellow juror is best actress nomineeLily Gladstone, who said of the Cannes invite: "I thought I just got over my imposter syndrome last year." 
NOTABLE NUMBER: Zero. The amount of times Messi soiled the red carpet. 
LA CITATION DU JOUR: "My mother, who is usually right about everything, said to me: 'Meryl, my darling, you'll see. It all goes so fast. So fast.' And it has, and it does. Except for my speech, which is too long." -- Meryl Streep 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- With guests including Paul Simon and Seth Meyers, PEN America will gather Thursday night for its annual gala, a dressed-up, high-profile event raised even higher because some wondered if it would be held at all. 
The literary and human rights organization has faced ongoing criticism over its response to the Israel-Hamas war, with hundreds of writers alleging that PEN showed limited concern over the suffering of Gaza residents and the deaths of Palestinian writers and journalists. PEN has already canceled its spring awards ceremony after dozens of nominees withdrew and its World Voices festival after hundreds signed an open letter saying they wouldn't participate. 
But the gala is the organization's major annual fundraiser, with more than $2 million already coming in from Thursday's event, and key supporters from previous years are again contributing. All five major New York publishers -- Penguin Random House, Simon & Schuster, HarperCollins, Hachette Book Group and Macmillan -- are listed as sponsors, along with organizations ranging from Bloomberg and Barnes & Noble to the National Basketball Association and the David Geffen Foundation. 

    


"The test of our partnerships is whether we can find a common cause, not whether we hold every cause in common," PEN America CEO Suzanne Nossel said in a statement.




Hundreds are expected for the dinner benefit at the American Museum of Natural History in Manhattan. Honorees Thursday night include Simon, Wall Street Journal publisher Almar Latour and the Vietnamese dissident Pham Doan Trang. Meyers will serve as emcee.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Authors scheduled to attend include Robert Caro, Candace Bushnell, Jay McInerney and Andrew Solomon, a former PEN president who joined Salman Rushdie, Jennifer Egan and other onetime PEN officials in publishing a letter in April urging "writers to keep faith in the community that we have built together so that PEN America can continue to evolve in ways that serve and elevate the writers as a vital force within society."

    


Protests against PEN have continued, and writers have publicly clashed. Author-journalist George Packer, a PEN board member, earlier this month condemned what he called the "authoritarian spirit" of PEN critics, alleging in The Atlantic they were pressuring others not to back the organization. Novelist Dinaw Mengestu, PEN's vice president, responded on Instagram by alleging that Packer's essay "perverts and distorts the legitimate and necessary criticisms against PEN" and trivializes the Gaza war.
Last week, more than a dozen writers who withdrew from PEN events held a benefit reading at a church in downtown Manhattan, with proceeds going to We Are Not Numbers, a youth-led Palestinian non-profit in Gaza that advocates for human rights. When the opening speaker, Nancy Kricorian, referred to the PEN cancellations, audience members shouted and clapped. Another speaker, writer-translator Esther Allen, criticized PEN for continuing with the fundraising gala while calling off the awards and World Voices.
"The priorities could not be clearer," she said.
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
2. "Funny Story" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
3. "The 24th Hour" by Patterson/Paetro (Little, Brown)
4. "Five Broken Blades (deluxe ltd. ec)" by Mai Corland (Red Tower)
5. "Long Island" by Colm Toibin (Scribner)
6. "Lore Olympus, Vol. 6" by Rachel Smythe (Inklore)
7. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
8. "Summers at the Saint" by Mary Kay Andrews (St. Martin's)
9. "A Calamity of Souls" by David Baldacci (Grand Central)
10. "Home Is Where the Bodies Are" by Jeneva Rose (Blackstone)
11. "Only the Brave" by Danielle Steel (Delacorte)
12. "Mistakes We Never Made" by Hannah Brown (Forever)
13. "Clive Cussler: The Heist" by Jack Du Brul (Putnam)
14. "Table for Two" by Amor Towles (Viking)
15. "The Ministry of Time" by Kaliane Bradley (Avid Reader)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "The Demon of Unrest" by Erik Larson (Crown)

    


2. "You Never Know" by Tom Selleck (Dey Street)
3. "The End of Everything" by Victor Davis Hanson (Basic)
4. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)
5. "Bits and Pieces" Whoopi Goldberg (Blackstone)
6. "The New Menopause" by Mary Claire Haver (Rodale)


7. "Say More" by Jen Psaki (Scribner)
8. "Love, Mom" by Nicole Saphier (Broadside)
9. "Power Moves" by Sarah Jakes Roberts (Thomas Nelson)
10. "Coming Home" by Brittney Griner (Knopf)
11. "An Unfinished Love Story" by Doris Kearns Goodwin (Simon & Schuster)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

12. "Get Clear Career Assessment" by Ken Coleman (Ramsey)
13. "The Algebra of Wealth" by Scott Galloway (Portfolio)
14. "The Feel Good Foodie Cookbook" by Yumna Jawad (Rodale)
15. "Open Wide" by Benny Blanco (Dey Street)
____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Discovering Daniel" by Amir Tsarfait (Harvest Prophecy)
2. "This Summer Will Be Different" by Carley Fortune (Berkley)
3. "Chainsaw Man, Vol. 15" by Tatsuki Fujimoto (Viz)
4. "King of Sloth" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
5. "Just for the Summer" by Abby Jimenez (Forever)

    


6. "Happy Place" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
7. "Murder Your Employer" by Rupert Holmes (Avid Reader)
8. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
9. "When the Moon Hatched" by Sarah A. Parker (Avon)
10. "Murder, Vol. 1" by G.T. Karber (Griffin)
11. "The Tattooist of Auschwitz (media tie-in)" by Heather Morris (Harper)
12. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
13. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
14. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Slowburn)
15. "Within Arm's Reach" by Ann Napolitano (Dial)
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Caitlin Clark's WNBA debut helps ESPN set viewership record for league game on network

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Caitlin Clark talks about her debut WNBA game after finishing with 20 points as the Indiana Fever fell to the Connecticut Sun 92-71.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    2
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Caitlin Clark, base del Fever de Indiana, festeja tras atinar un triple ante el Sun de Connecticut, el martes 14 de mayo de 2024 (AP Foto/Jessica Hill)]
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[image: Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) puts up a 3-point shot to score against the Connecticut Sun during the fourth quarter of a WNBA basketball game, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- ESPN's broadcast of the Connecticut Sun's game against Caitlin Clark and the Indiana Fever had the highest viewership for a WNBA game on the network.
The Sun's 92-71 win over the Fever in Clark's WNBA debut on the league's opening night on Tuesday drew an average of 2.1 million viewers on ESPN2, ESPN+ and Disney+, including a high of 2.3 million viewers between 7:45 p.m. and 7:59 p.m. That topped ESPN's previous mark of nearly 1.5 million viewers for a Phoenix Mercury-Connecticut Sun game on May 22, 2004, in Diana Taurasi's rookie season.
The second game between Phoenix and the two-time defending champion Las Vegas Aces averaged 464,000 viewers, with the two games averaging 1.28 million -- a 192% increase over the league's average last year for broadcasts on ESPN.




Clark set the NCAA all-time scoring record at Iowa last season and she was a big reason why a record 18.9 million viewers tuned in to the national championship game, which her Hawkeyes lost to unbeaten South Carolina. Clark's arrival to the WNBA has already been a big boost for the league. The WNBA draft had record viewership, and three teams have already moved their games to bigger arenas to keep up with the demand for tickets to watch her play.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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    [image: FILE - Brazilian singer Anitta performs during the Global Citizen Festival at Central Park in New York, Sept. 23, 2023. Anitta released a music video Tuesday, May 14, 2024, depicting rituals of the Afro-Brazilian faith Candomble, sparking some controversy. It is a rare personal offering from the artist, who grew up practicing the religion in Rio de Janeiro's north zone. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)]
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[image: FILE - Anitta arrives at the 24th annual Latin Grammy Awards in Seville, Spain, Nov. 16, 2023. Anitta released a music video Tuesday, May 14, 2024, depicting rituals of the Afro-Brazilian faith Candomble, sparking some controversy. It is a rare personal offering from the artist, who grew up practicing the religion in Rio de Janeiro's north zone. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP File)]
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[image: FILE - Members of the Afro Brazilian faith, Candomble, dance during a ritual honoring Obaluae, the deity of earth and health, at their temple on the outskirts of Salvador, Brazil, Sept. 18, 2022. Brazilian pop star Anitta released a music video Tuesday, May 14, 2024, depicting rituals of the Afro-Brazilian faith Candomble, sparking some controversy. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Brazilian singer Anitta performs during the Global Citizen Festival at Central Park in New York, Sept. 23, 2023. Anitta released a music video Tuesday, May 14, 2024, depicting rituals of the Afro-Brazilian faith Candomble, sparking some controversy. It is a rare personal offering from the artist, who grew up practicing the religion in Rio de Janeiro's north zone. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)]
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[image: FILE - Brazilian singer Anitta listens to a question during a press conference in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 5, 2019. Anitta released a music video Tuesday, May 14, 2024, depicting rituals of the Afro-Brazilian faith Candomble, sparking some controversy. It is a rare personal offering from the artist, who grew up practicing the religion in Rio de Janeiro's north zone. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)]
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[image: FILE - Members of the Afro Brazilian faith, Candomble, dance during a ritual honoring Obaluae, the deity of earth and health, at their temple on the outskirts of Salvador, Brazil, Sept. 18, 2022. Brazilian pop star Anitta released a music video Tuesday, May 14, 2024, depicting rituals of the Afro-Brazilian faith Candomble, sparking some controversy. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd, File)]
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- Brazil's biggest pop star, Anitta, has released a music video depicting rituals of the Afro-Brazilian faith Candomble, sparking controversy in a country where religious intolerance is all too common.
Her track -- pointedly named "Accept" -- has been viewed over a million times on YouTube since its release on Tuesday. It is a rare personal offering from the artist, who has long practiced the religion in Rio de Janeiro. Anitta said she lost 200,000 of her 65 million followers on Instagram after its release.
"I've already talked about my religion countless times, but it seems that leaving an artistic work in my catalog forever was too much for those who don't accept that others think differently," Anitta said on social media Tuesday. Trolls deriding Candomble appeared far outnumbered by those expressing support.
Criticism from a minority of social media users continued overnight, and she issued another statement Wednesday to denounce misinformation and jokes targeting Afro-Brazilian faiths.

    


"Its teachings and its people deserve respect like any other religion," Anitta said.




Filmed in black and white, the video shows Anitta crouching naked as a priestess in traditional, white attire pours purifying water over her head. In some scenes, she wears a straw dress resembling the head-to-toe covering used by Obaluae, the orixa or deity of earth and health. The video also showed Catholic iconography, an evangelical Christian service and a Jewish worshipper with a tefillin.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Anita suffered religious racism, there's no doubt about it. She can do whatever she wants to do as an artist. But her declaring herself as Candomble means she lost followers," said Mother Nilce de Iansa, coordinator of the national network for Afro-Brazilian religions and health, during a webinar on the Rio-based Museum of the Republic's planned exhibition on Afro-Brazilian religious belongings. 

    


As Portuguese Catholic colonists brought African slaves to Brazil, the enslaved men and women developed syncretic blends of their traditional religions with Catholicism, now practiced by a small minority of Brazilians.
Anitta was already known for elevating marginalized populations such as women, residents of the working-class neighborhoods known as favelas, as well as LGBTQ+ and Black people.
The pop star has a subversive side similar to that of Madonna, said Raquel Martins, who holds a doctorate in music from the UNICAMP university. Anitta and Madonna released a track together in 2019 and also shared the stage briefly during Madonna's biggest-ever concert that took place in Rio on May 4. The show repeatedly invoked religion in provocative manners and Anitta, while on stage, wore a shining crucifix around her neck.
"Anitta is a world-renowned artist. She no longer needs to prove anything to anyone. So what does she do? She makes her art available to encourage debate in society," said Martins.
Despite their low numbers, practitioners of Afro-Brazilian faiths in recent years have increasingly experienced religious intolerance, particularly at the hands of members of evangelical churches.

    


"Accept" is part of Anitta's new album, "Funk Generation." When first announced, Anitta described it as "an album where I celebrate my roots."
"It's a rhythm born in the favelas, where I grew up, and it exudes resistance and art in every community," she said in a statement.
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    [image: FILE - Singers Fred Schneider and Kate Pierson of the music group "The B-52s" perform on NBC's "Today Show" in Rockefeller Plaza on Monday, May 26, 2008, in New York. The Athens Rock Lobsters, a minor-league hockey team that will begin play next season in the home of the University of Georgia paid homage to the city's rich musical heritage by choosing a nickname associated with one of its most famous bands. The B-52s released their quirky, crustacean-themed song ]
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                                        It's not a rock. It's the Athens Rock Lobsters.
Ah-ahh-ahhh-ahhhhh!
The minor league hockey team that will begin play next season in the home of the University of Georgia paid homage to the city's rich musical heritage by choosing a nickname made famous by one of its most famous bands.
The B-52s released their quirky, crustacean-themed song "Rock Lobster" in the late 1970s. Now, it's moving from the beach to the ice to adorn an expansion team in the Federal Prospects Hockey League.
The venerable band endorsed the new moniker in a statement released by city officials. 
"Athens, Georgia is our birthplace and where we started our journey 'down the Atlanta Highway' to spread our home grown groove out to the universe," it said. "'Rock Lobster' was one of our very first songs and we can testify that millions in the galaxy have gone wild to this deep sea surf anthem. We are truly honored to have our hometown hockey team named the Rock Lobsters. As the song declares 'Let's rock!'"

    


The Rock Lobsters will play in a 5,500-seat arena that has been constructed in the Classic Center complex, where the B-52s played the final show of their farewell tour in January 2023. The band has continued to perform in Las Vegas residencies.




The FPHL is a third-tier, independent league that had 11 teams this season, stretching from the Louisiana bayou to upstate New York. Athens and Danville, Illinois are set to join for the 2024-25 season. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A fan vote of more than 8,000 participants resulted in the Athens Rock Lobsters edging out another music-themed name, the Classic City Panic, which would've honored the Athens rock band Widespread Panic. 
"From the start, we knew we wanted a name that encapsulates the unique energy and spirit of Athens," Britton Briley, the team's director of marketing, said in a statement. "The name 'Rock Lobsters' struck a chord with our fans, blending music, creativity, and a touch of humor. It's the perfect identity for our hockey team." 
The team passed on a chance to honor perhaps the most storied act to come out of the musical hotbed: R.E.M.
The Athens Nightswimmers, anyone? 
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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    [image: FILE - The Mirage hotel-casino is seen, May 3, 2018, in Las Vegas. The iconic Mirage hotel-casino on the Las Vegas Strip will shut its doors this summer on July 17, 2024, the end of an era for a property credited with helping transform Sin City into an ultra-luxury resort destination. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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[image: FILE - People watch the Volcano show at the Mirage hotel-casino along the Las Vegas Strip, May 13, 2022, in Las Vegas. The iconic Mirage hotel-casino on the Las Vegas Strip will shut its doors this summer on July 17, 2024, the end of an era for a property credited with helping transform Sin City into an ultra-luxury resort destination. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- The iconic Mirage hotel-casino on the Las Vegas Strip will shut its doors this summer, the end of an era for a property credited with helping transform Sin City into an ultra-luxury resort destination. 
The July 17 closure will clear the way for major renovations and construction on the 80-acre (32-hectare) property, which is to reopen in 2027 as the Hard Rock Las Vegas, featuring a hotel tower in the shape of a guitar soaring nearly 700 feet (about 210 meters) above the heart of the Strip.
"We'd like to thank the Las Vegas community and team members for warmly welcoming Hard Rock after enjoying 34 years at The Mirage," Jim Allen, chairman of Hard Rock International, said Wednesday in a statement announcing the closure. 
It will be the second time this year that a Strip casino shutters. The Tropicana Las Vegas closed in April after 67 years to make room for a $1.5 billion baseball stadium planned as the future home of the relocating Oakland A's.





    


Developed by former casino mogul Steve Wynn, the Mirage opened with a Polynesian theme as the Strip's first megaresort in 1989, spurring a building boom on the famous boulevard through the 1990s.
Its volcano fountain was one of the first sidewalk attractions, predating the Venetian's canals and the Bellagio's dancing fountains. It was known as a venue where tourists could see Siegfried and Roy taming white tigers or a Cirque du Soleil act set to a Beatles soundtrack.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The final curtain on the Beatles-themed show, which brought Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr back together for public appearances throughout its 18-year run, also comes down in July. 
Hard Rock International said Wednesday that more than 3,000 employees will be laid off and it expects to pay out $80 million in severance. 
The Culinary Workers Union, which has represented about 1,700 employees at the Mirage since it opened, said in a statement that the contract it won last year ensures laid-off workers will get $2,000 for each year of service. The contract also gives them the option of being called back to work and maintaining their seniority when the hotel reopens.

    


"Culinary Union will continue to ensure workers are protected and centered in the property's future," the statement said.
The Mirage became the first Strip property to be run by a Native American tribe in 2022, after Hard Rock International, which is owned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida, purchased it from MGM Resorts in a cash deal worth nearly $1.1 billion.
Hard Rock said at the time that the property would remain open and operate under the Mirage brand for several years while it finalized renovation plans.
The Mirage is accepting no bookings for after July 14 and said any reservations past that date will be canceled and refunded.
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VP Harris was gifted tickets to one of the summer's hottest shows by the artist herself: Beyonce

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event in Elkins Park, Pa., May 8, 2024. Harris on Monday, May 13, used a profanity while offering advice to young Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islanders about how to break down barriers at the the annual Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies Legislative Leadership Summit. The vice president made the comment while participating in a conversation moderated by actor and comedian Jimmy O. Yang. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris was gifted tickets to one of last summer's hottest concerts by the artist herself: Beyonce. She also attended college football's HBCU Celebration Bowl, where her alma mater Howard University played Florida A&M, courtesy of ESPN, according to financial disclosure reports released Wednesday.
Harris and her husband Doug Emhoff went to the Renaissance World Tour concert at FedEx Field in Landover, Maryland, in August. She posted a picture of the two on Instagram. "Thanks for a fun date night, @Beyonce," she wrote. The tickets were valued at $1,655.92, according to the disclosures. The December football game was played at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta. Florida A&M won and the tickets Harris received were valued at $1,890.
Personal finance disclosures from the president and vice president are released annually. Neither reported any conflicts of interest.

    


President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden together earned minimal income outside of what he makes as president and her teacher's salary -- between zero and $64,300 in royalties from their books, retirement accounts and IRA distributions. They owe between $375,000 and $815,000 in mortgages and loans. But the Bidens also reported financial holdings of at least $1 million, including retirement plans.




Aside from the concert tickets, Harris and Emhoff reported income of $117,000 in royalties and returns on cash and retirement accounts. The two also sold and purchased stocks and have financial holdings of at least $2.89 million.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


A lawyer for former President Donald Trump requested a 45-day extension on his financial disclosure "due to the complexities of his financial holdings," according to documents filed with the Federal Election Commission. The agency granted the request and Trump's report is now due by July 1. Trump filed an annual disclosure report last year.
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Angie Harmon is suing Instacart and a former shopper who shot and killed her dog, Oliver

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Angie Harmon arrives at the second annual Hollywood Beauty Awards at the Avalon Hollywood, Feb. 21, 2016, in Los Angeles. Harmon filed a lawsuit Friday, May 10, 2024, that claims an Instacart driver fatally shot her dog in March while he was delivering groceries at her North Carolina home. (Photo by Rich Fury/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- Actor Angie Harmon has filed a lawsuit against Instacart and one of its former shoppers who fatally shot her dog in March while delivering groceries at her North Carolina home.
The lawsuit filed late last week in Mecklenburg County seeks to hold the shopper and Instacart liable for accusations of trespassing, gross negligence, emotional distress and invasion of privacy, among other allegations. It accuses Instacart of engaging in negligent hiring, supervision, retention and misrepresentation. The suit seeks monetary damages, to be determined at trial.
Instacart says the shopper has since been permanently banned from its platform.
Harmon is known for her work on TV shows including "Law & Order" and "Rizolli & Isles." She told ABC News that it was "so unfathomable to think that there is somebody in your front driveway that just fired a gun."

    


"I think Instacart is beyond responsible for all of this. This didn't have to happen," Harmon said in the interview that aired Wednesday on "Good Morning America." ABC News described the dog as a "beagle mix."
According to the complaint, Harmon ordered an Instacart groceries delivery from a Charlotte store on March 30. The Instacart app showed a shopper named Merle with a profile photo of an older woman, with whom Harmon believed she was exchanging text messages about her order, the lawsuit says.

    
        
    

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Later that day, Harmon was upstairs filling her squirrel feeders when a "tall and intimidating younger man," not an older woman, showed up to deliver the groceries, the lawsuit says.
Harmon said she heard a gunshot sound and rushed outside. She found her dog, Oliver, had been shot, and saw the delivery person putting a gun into the front of his pants, according to the suit. Her teenage daughters, who had already been outside, were "in distress," it says. The dog died at the veterinarian's office.

    


The shopper told police that he shot the dog after it attacked him, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department told news outlets, adding that they did not pursue criminal charges.
In an Instagram post last month about the encounter, Harmon wrote that the shopper "did not have a scratch or bite on him nor were his pants torn."
Instacart says it immediately suspended the shopper after receiving the report about the shooting, then later removed him permanently. The company says it runs comprehensive background checks on shoppers, prohibits them from carrying weapons and has anti-fraud measures that include periodically requiring them to take a photo of themselves to ensure the person shopping matches their photo on file.
"Our hearts continue to be with Ms. Harmon and her family following this disturbing incident," Instacart said in a statement. "While we cannot comment on pending litigation, we have no tolerance for violence of any kind, and the shopper account has been permanently deactivated from our platform."
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How Cannes works, from the standing ovations to the juries to the Palm Dog

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The star-studded Cannes Film Festival opens Tuesday, with highlights including the presentation of an honorary Palme d'Or to both Meryl Streep and George Lucas, plus the premiere of George Miller's "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (May 14)
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    [image: Festival workers lay the red carpet at the Palais des Festivals on opening day of the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | Festival workers lay the red carpet at the Palais des Festivals on opening day of the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)
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[image: FILE - The Promenade de la Croisette appears prior to the 74th international film festival, Cannes, in southern France, on July 5, 2021. The 77th annual Cannes Film Festival begins on May 14. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)]
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FILE - The Promenade de la Croisette appears prior to the 74th international film festival, Cannes, in southern France, on July 5, 2021. The 77th annual Cannes Film Festival begins on May 14. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: The Cannes sign is pictured above the old town ahead of the the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Monday, May 13, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: The Palme d'Or is displayed at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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The Palme d'Or is displayed at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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[image: A person walks past the Cannes film festival logo during preparations for the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Monday, May 13, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: Jury president Greta Gerwig enters the opening ceremony of the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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Jury president Greta Gerwig enters the opening ceremony of the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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[image: Jury president Greta Gerwig, second form left, poses with jury members Omar Sy, from left, Lily Gladstone, Nadine Labaki, Ebru Ceylan, Kore-eda Hirokazu, J.A. Bayona, Eva Green, and Pierfrancesco Favino upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Messi the dog poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)]
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Messi the dog poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)
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[image: Messi the dog poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Jury members Lily Gladstone, left, and Omar Sy pose for photographers during the jury photo call at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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Jury members Lily Gladstone, left, and Omar Sy pose for photographers during the jury photo call at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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[image: People play chess on the Boulevard de la Croisette ahead of the 77th international film festival in Cannes, southern France, Monday, May 13, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 12 | People play chess on the Boulevard de la Croisette ahead of the 77th international film festival in Cannes, southern France, Monday, May 13, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 12
People play chess on the Boulevard de la Croisette ahead of the 77th international film festival in Cannes, southern France, Monday, May 13, 2024. The Cannes film festival runs from May 14 until May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person walks along the Croisette ahead of the Cannes film festival, in Cannes, southern France, Sunday, May 12, 2024. The 77th edition of the film festival runs from May 14 until May 25. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)]
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                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- The Cannes Film Festival is hallowed ground in cinema but understanding its unique landscape can be confounding.
The Cote d'Azur festival, which kicked off Tuesday, is a 10-day ballet of spectacle and film where even the photographers wear tuxedos, standing ovations are timed with stopwatches and movies tend to be referred to by the names of their directors -- "the Almodovar," "the Malick," "the Coppola."
From the outside, it can seem mad. From the inside, it can be hardly less disorienting. But grasping some of Cannes' quirks and traditions can help you understand just what is unspooling in the south of France and what, exactly, a Palm Dog is.

    
    The Cannes Film Festival has begun. Here's what to know: 

	Festival diaries: AP Film Writer Jake Coyle is in Cannes, France, reporting on the festival. Follow along with his behind-the-scenes diaries. 
	How it all works: We broke down the festival's unique landscape, lineup, prizes and what's up with those long standing ovations. 
	What to expect: #MeToo upheaval in France, potential strikes and protests and George Miller's "Furiosa" all have Cannes buzzing. 
	The Palm Dog: Messi is in attendance. But who will win the coveted (but unofficial) Palm Dog? 



    


WHY DOES CANNES MATTER?
The short answer is that Cannes is the largest and arguably most significant film festival, and few care more deeply about the art of cinema than the French. This is where cinema was born and it's where it's most closely guarded. It's not a coincidence that to enter the Palais des Festivals, the central hub, you must climb 24 red-carpeted steps, as if you're ascending into some movie nirvana.

    


Cannes is also singularly global, attracting filmmakers, producers and journalists from around the world. It's a little like an Olympics for film; countries set up their own tents in an international village. Because Cannes is also the largest film market in the world, many who come here are trying to sell their movies or looking to buy up rights. Deal-making, though not quite the frenzy it once was, happens in hotel rooms along the Croisette, aboard yachts docked in the harbor and, yes, on Zoom calls. 




But aside from being a beacon to filmmakers and executives, Cannes is a draw for its shimmering French Riviera glamour. Since the days of stars like Grace Kelly and Brigitte Bardot, Cannes has been renown as a sun-kissed center stage for fashion. 
HOW OLD IS CANNES?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Originally called the International Film Festival, Cannes was born in the lead-up to World War II. Venice had launched the first major film festival in 1932, but in 1938, fascist influence on Venice was pervasive. The French government in 1939 chose the tourist destination of Cannes as the place for a new festival -- though because of the war, the first edition wasn't held until 1946. This year's festival is the 77th edition.

    


HOW DO YOU PRONOUNCE 'CANNES'?
Many people say the name of the French city and its eponymous festival wrong. Here's what you should picture in your head: A can of soup. The pronunciation is closer to "can" than it is "con." And definitely not several cans of soup - the "s" is silent.
WHAT IS IT LIKE ON THE GROUND?
The hive of activity is the Palais, a massive complex by the sea full of cinemas with names like Bunuel, Bazin and, the granddaddy, the Grand Theatre Lumiere. This is where the red carpet runs in Cannes, nightly hosting two or three world premieres beneath a glass canopy flanked by rows of photographers. Festival cars ferry stars and directors who are ushered down the carpet and up the steps. Unlike most movie premieres, there are no reporters on the carpet. 
Filmmakers and casts instead face questions from the media the day after their premieres, at a press conference preceded by a photo call. The press conferences can be atypically newsy, too; after Danish director Lars von Trier declared "I am a Nazi" at a Cannes press conference in 2011, he was named "persona non grata" by the festival for years.

    


Interpreters translate live for headphone-wearing reporters. Inside the Palais, bleary-eyed attendees are treated to gratis espresso.
Down the Croisette, the oceanside, palm tree-lined promenade of Cannes, there are regal old hotels like the Carlton and the Martinez from where festival attendees flow in and out, interviews might be happening on balconies as autograph-seeking fans gather outside in throngs. After-parties are typically held in clubs across the Croisette, by the beach.
WHO ATTENDS?
Unlike public festivals like Toronto or SXSW, Cannes is industry-only and largely out of reach for most moviegoers. That doesn't stop the desperate, tuxedo-clad ticket seekers who hold signs outside the Palais on the chance someone has an extra, or the photo-takers who stand on small ladders near the red carpet.

    


Cannes is rigorously hierarchical, with a system of color-coded badges regulating access. If you hear about a film being booed at Cannes -- even Martin Scorsese's "Taxi Driver" was famously jeered before winning the Palme d'Or -- it's usually at a press screening. 
The premieres, largely attended by industry professionals, are where the prolonged standing ovations take place. But this, like many things at Cannes, is a bit of stagecraft to boost the mythology. After the credits role, a cameraman rushes in, with his footage fed live to the screen. He goes down the aisles, giving the audience a chance to applaud for the director and each star. No one is just cheering for a dark movie screen.

    


WHAT DOES 'IN COMPETITION' MEAN?
Cannes hierarchy is in the lineup, too. Attention focuses most on the films "in competition": usually around 20 movies competing for the Palme d'Or, the festival's top award. Past winners include "Apocalypse Now," "Pulp Fiction," and "Parasite." Last year, it went to Justine Triet's "Anatomy of a Fall." Winners are chosen by a jury of nine that changes every year. This year's is presided over by Greta Gerwig.
Competition is only one section, though. Many high-profile films might play out of competition, as "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" is this year. Un Certain Regard gathers a lineup of original or daring films. First and second films play in the sidebar Critics' Week. There are also midnight selections and the recently launched Premiere sidebar, which also takes some overflow for films that didn't fit into competition. Restorations and documentaries play in Cannes Classics. 
And down the Croisette, separate from the official selection, is the Directors' Fortnight or the Quinzaine, a parallel showcase launched in 1969 by a group of French filmmakers after the 1968 Cannes was canceled.
BUT WHAT ABOUT THE PALM DOG?
There are many other prizes, too, even an unofficial one created by journalists called the Palm Dog (sadly, not the Palme D'Og), for the best canine in Cannes. Last year, that honor went to Messi, the "Anatomy of a Fall" pooch.
Created in 2001, the annual award and its spinoff categories is decided by a jury of reporters. Past winners have included Uggie from "The Artist" (2011) and Sayuri, who played the heroic pit bull in "Once Upon A Time ... In Hollywood" (2019).
As for the reigning champ, Messi captivated the carpet on opening day this year, in town again as a correspawndent of sorts for French television.


                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cannes-film-festival-how-it-works-00e8eb4130bbb863145e5dc950213988
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                    Start your engines, Anya Taylor-Joy, Chris Hemsworth and director George Miller premiere "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" at the Cannes Film Festival. (May 15)
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    [image: Anya Taylor-Joyposes for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Chris Hemsworth poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anya Taylor-Joy, left, and director George Miller pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 29 | Anya Taylor-Joy, left, and director George Miller pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 29
Anya Taylor-Joy, left, and director George Miller pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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[image: Anya Taylor-Joy poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Anya Taylor-Joy poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Anya Taylor-Joy poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Anya Taylor-Joy waves to onlookers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Elsa Pataky, from left, Chris Hemsworth, director George Miller, Anya Taylor-Joy, and Alyla Browne pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Director George Miller, left, and Anya Taylor-Joy pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Anya Taylor-Joy in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." The film will world premiere at the 77th Cannes Film Festival. (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 29 | This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Anya Taylor-Joy in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." The film will world premiere at the 77th Cannes Film Festival. (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Anya Taylor-Joy in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." The film will world premiere at the 77th Cannes Film Festival. (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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[image: Anya Taylor-Joy poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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Anya Taylor-Joy poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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[image: Iris Mittenaere poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 29 | Iris Mittenaere poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)
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Iris Mittenaere poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)
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[image: Elena Lenina poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 29 | Elena Lenina poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)
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Elena Lenina poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)
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[image: Maeva Coucke poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 29 | Maeva Coucke poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)
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Maeva Coucke poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)
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[image: Cindy Bruna poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 29 | Cindy Bruna poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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Cindy Bruna poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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[image: Maeva Coucke poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 29 | Maeva Coucke poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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Maeva Coucke poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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[image: Iris Mittenaere poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 29 | Iris Mittenaere poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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Iris Mittenaere poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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[image: Baz Luhrmann poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 29 | Baz Luhrmann poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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Baz Luhrmann poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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[image: Elsa Pataky, from left, Chris Hemsworth, director George Miller, Anya Taylor-Joy, Alyla Browne, and producer Doug Mitchell pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            27 of 29 | Elsa Pataky, from left, Chris Hemsworth, director George Miller, Anya Taylor-Joy, Alyla Browne, and producer Doug Mitchell pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)
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Elsa Pataky, from left, Chris Hemsworth, director George Miller, Anya Taylor-Joy, Alyla Browne, and producer Doug Mitchell pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)
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[image: Jury member Eva Green, left, and jury president Greta Gerwig pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            28 of 29 | Jury member Eva Green, left, and jury president Greta Gerwig pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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Jury member Eva Green, left, and jury president Greta Gerwig pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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[image: Anya Taylor-Joy poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            29 of 29 | Anya Taylor-Joy poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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Anya Taylor-Joy poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" rolled into the Cannes Film Festival on Wednesday, returning George Miller's dystopia-on-wheels to the French Riviera festival and lending Anya Taylor-Joy a fairy tale moment on the Cannes red carpet.
Taylor-Joy, with her first film in Cannes, brought classical movie-star glamour to one of the most anticipated premieres of the festival. Wearing a cream-colored custom Dior gown, Taylor-Joy playfully posed for photographers while walking into the Palais des Festivals and offering mock salutes to her director.
The latest "Mad Max" film, starring Chris Hemsworth and Taylor-Joy as a young Furiosa, premiered in Cannes almost exactly nine years after "Mad Max: Fury Road" debuted at the French festival. Miller, who has served on the Cannes jury several times, also premiered his "Three Thousand Years of Longing" in 2022 here.

    
    The Cannes Film Festival has begun. Here's what to know: 

	Festival diaries: AP Film Writer Jake Coyle is in Cannes, France, reporting on the festival. Follow along with his behind-the-scenes diaries. 
	How it all works: We broke down the festival's unique landscape, lineup, prizes and what's up with those long standing ovations. 
	What to expect: #MeToo upheaval in France, potential strikes and protests and George Miller's "Furiosa" all have Cannes buzzing. 
	The Palm Dog: Messi is in attendance. But who will win the coveted (but unofficial) Palm Dog? 



    



    


"To show it in that cinema with about 2,000 people with impeccable sound and screening is a big thing. It's kind of optimal cinema, really," Miller said in advance of the premiere. "The moment that they said, 'OK, we're happy to show this film here,' I jumped at it."
For the 28-year-old Taylor-Joy, "Furiosa" in Cannes was a full circle moment. The first time she came to the festival was to receive a Chopard trophy as an emerging actor in 2017. It was presented by the original Furiosa, Charlize Theron, the star of "Fury Road."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While this year's Cannes boasts many prominent upcoming premieres, including Francis Ford Coppola's "Megalopolis" and Yorgos Lanthimos' "Kinds of Kindness," with Emma Stone, the "Furiosa" debut was easily the biggest megawatt Hollywood event of the festival. Among the attendees were jury head Greta Gerwig, Eva Green, Naomi Campbell and Baz Luhrmann. 

    
        
    
"Furiosa" opens in North American theaters on May 24.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/furiosa-cannes-film-festival-e4a5e418e729be231b6f4c39b8a9c592
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The US Open men's final is shifting to ABC this year. The women's final will stay on ESPN

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, returns a shot to Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, during the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023, in New York. : The U.S. Open men's final will shift to ABC from ESPN this year -- but the women's title match will remain on the cable outlet a year after Coco Gauff won the Grand Slam tennis tournament. This will be the first time ABC airs the men's final, ESPN said Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, returns a shot to Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, during the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023, in New York. : The U.S. Open men's final will shift to ABC from ESPN this year -- but the women's title match will remain on the cable outlet a year after Coco Gauff won the Grand Slam tennis tournament. This will be the first time ABC airs the men's final, ESPN said Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The U.S. Open men's final will shift to ABC from ESPN this year -- but the women's title match will remain on the cable outlet a year after Coco Gauff won the Grand Slam tennis tournament.
This will be the first time ABC airs the men's final, ESPN said Wednesday. The match is on Sept. 8. The women's final in Flushing Meadows is the day before.
ESPN has shown the tournament played in New York since 2009 and has held exclusive rights for a decade.
Gauff won her first major championship at the U.S. Open last year. Novak Djokovic won his 24th.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-open-mens-final-abc-espn-5f5b91aafc2d2eebb33b2fccb1ab05dd
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Blinken's Kyiv song choice raises eyebrows as Ukraine fights fierce Russian attacks

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    US Secretary of State Antony Blinken sang and played the guitar at a night club in Kyiv on Tuesday. The performance came amid Blinken's unannounced visit to the Ukrainian capital.
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            Blinken sings and plays guitar in Kyiv night club

        
        
            US Secretary of State Antony Blinken sang and played the guitar at a night club in Kyiv on Tuesday. The performance came amid Blinken's unannounced visit to the Ukrainian capital.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Blinken sings and plays guitar in Kyiv night club
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken sang and played the guitar at a night club in Kyiv on Tuesday. The performance came amid Blinken's unannounced visit to the Ukrainian capital.
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            Blinken wraps up tour of Kyiv with announcement of $2 billion in foreign military financing

        
        
            Blinken announced on Wednesday an additional $2 billion worth of aid to Ukraine in what he called the defence enterprise fund, which will allow the embattled nation to increase weapons purchases and strengthen its defence-industrial base (May 15, 2024).


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Blinken wraps up tour of Kyiv with announcement of $2 billion in foreign military financing
Blinken announced on Wednesday an additional $2 billion worth of aid to Ukraine in what he called the defence enterprise fund, which will allow the embattled nation to increase weapons purchases and strengthen its defence-industrial base (May 15, 2024).
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    [image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | US Secretary of State Antony Blinken performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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US Secretary of State Antony Blinken performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken visits the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | US Secretary of State Antony Blinken visits the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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US Secretary of State Antony Blinken visits the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | US Secretary of State Antony Blinken performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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US Secretary of State Antony Blinken performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, performs "Rockin' in the Free World" with members of The 1999 band at the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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[image: From left, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, US Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy Tom Sullivan and Spokesperson Matt Miller visit the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | From left, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, US Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy Tom Sullivan and Spokesperson Matt Miller visit the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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From left, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, US Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy Tom Sullivan and Spokesperson Matt Miller visit the Barman Dictat bar in Kyiv, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Blinken sought Tuesday to rally the spirits of glum Ukrainians facing a fierce new Russian offensive, assuring them that they are not alone and that billions of dollars in American military aid on its way to the country would make a "real difference" on the battlefield. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool photo via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Fresh from a day of delivering optimistic prognoses about how Ukraine would fare in the war with Russia despite gloomy news from the front lines, U.S. Secretary of State and amateur musician Antony Blinken may have thought he had the perfect upbeat song to perform with a Kyiv bar band on his fourth visit to the capital since the conflict began in 2022.
"I know this is a really, really difficult time," Blinken told a packed crowd in the subterranean club Barman Dictat on Tuesday night.
"Your soldiers, your citizens, particularly in the northeast in Kharkiv, are suffering tremendously," he said. "But they need to know, you need to know, the United States is with you, so much of the world is with you. And they're fighting not just for a free Ukraine but for the free world, and the free world is with you, too."
With those words and strumming a red guitar, Blinken and the local group 19.99 launched into Neil Young's hit "Rockin' in the Free World," ostensibly to encourage Ukrainians to keep up the fight against Russia and hold to their Western aspirations, despite numerous battlefield setbacks that led President Volodymyr Zelenskyy a day later to cancel all his upcoming foreign trips.

    


With its refrain "Keep on rockin' in the free world," Young's 1989 song sounds like it should be an homage to the glory of living in the West, uncompromised by communism or authoritarianism. In fact, as numerous social media critics noted, the tune is a lament about despair and misery caused by homelessness, drug addiction and poverty in the celebrated free world.




A charitable interpretation might be that Blinken chose to perform the song to underscore the importance of overcoming adversity by sticking to ones' dreams of peace and freedom. After all, that had been the general theme of his remarks at events in Kyiv since his nearly pre-dawn arrival after an overnight train trip from Poland and it would continue to be on Wednesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I've come to Ukraine with a message: You are not alone," Blinken had told an audience of students and educators at the Kyiv Polytechnic Institute shortly before taking to Barman Dictat's basement stage.

    


"Never bet against Ukraine," he said at a Wednesday news conference with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba. 
But as Blinken sang the "keep on rockin' in the free world" chorus, which is repeated 12 times in the 4-minute 40-second song, Russian troops were advancing near and around Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city, and Zelenskyy was in the process of deciding to put off a planned trip to Spain and Portugal later this week to deal with the crisis.
Thus, any intended musical encouragement -- in both content and venue -- left at least some observers scratching their heads.
Kyiv-based analyst Oleksandr Kraiev, director of the North America program at the Ukrainian Prism think tank, said Blinken's visit was welcome but pointed out that he and many Ukrainians were puzzled by his two-day stay, including his stop at Barman Dictat, which was seen as inappropriate by some, given the current fraught wartime climate.

    


"From my point of view, and generally speaking from the point of view of common Ukrainians, it was not a very appropriate sign to go to the bar to have a small song with our band," he said, noting that Ukrainian military recruitment officers are known to go to bars and nightclubs to check documents and catch draft dodgers.
"So (for the) secretary of state of the United States also to go to a bar, to have a small concert for people who are blamed for not enlisting in the Ukrainian army," Kraiev said, "it's not, let's say, a catastrophe, it's not a faux pas, but it's something that is not very desirable from the point of view of common Ukrainians."
U.S. officials with Blinken shrugged at the online criticism the secretary was receiving about his song choice and decision to sing at a bar. They also said he wouldn't have done the event if he had thought it was inappropriate.
More broadly, the possible disconnect between the week's battlefield developments and Blinken's optimism was reflected in his activities and the size of his delegation.

    


Unlike on all of his three previous wartime trips to Kyiv, Blinken brought a full complement of staff and press with him. And while security was tight, he spent a good deal of time away from meetings with government officials, engaging with university students, civic leaders, local businesspeople and, of course, bar-goers. And, unlike on all of his previous visits except his last visit in September, he chose to spend the night in the city.
Yet, it may be "Rockin' in the Free World," its chorus and opening stanza -- "There's colors on the street; Red, white and blue; People shufflin' their feet; People sleepin' in their shoes; But there's a warnin' sign; on the road ahead; There's a lot of people sayin'; we'd be better off dead." -- that the visit is remembered for.
As the band hit the opening notes, Blinken commented wryly: "I don't know if we can pull this off." And, then, according to the official State Department transcript: "(Music was played.)"
___
Samya Kullab contributed.
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    [image: FILE - Oklahoma State alumnus Doug Gottlieb is acknowledged during the second half of the NCAA college basketball game against Oklahoma in Stillwater, Okla., Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2023. The longtime basketball radio analyst will make his college head coaching debut next season at Green Bay, the school announced Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Gottlieb will take over for Sundance Wicks, who left the Phoenix after one year to take over Wyoming's program. (AP Photo/Mitch Alcala, FIle)]
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                                        GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) -- Doug Gottlieb believes he can effectively balance coaching Green Bay and hosting a national sports radio show.
Gottlieb discussed his new arrangement during his introductory news conference Wednesday as the longtime broadcaster moves into the coaching ranks.
"In terms of the mental gymnastics of doing it, I know I can do it," Gottlieb said. "I just have to prove I can do it."
Gottlieb is taking over for Sundance Wicks, who left Green Bay after one year to take over Wyoming's program. Green Bay went 18-14 in Wicks' lone season after posting a 3-29 record the year before his arrival.
The challenge for Gottlieb is to build on Wicks' success while dealing with the time demands that come from his radio job.
Gottlieb, 48, said the unusual arrangement should help because the radio gig enabled him to accept a lower coaching salary than he otherwise might have commanded, which should enable Green Bay to spend more on the rest of his coaching staff.

    


Gottlieb also pointed out that other coaches have their own media demands that take away from time that could be spent recruiting or working with players. But he conceded his case is special because "The Doug Gottlieb Show" airs five days a week.




"Most coaches have their own coach's show - obviously not live, not for two hours live nationally," Gottlieb said. "Most coaches have moments in which they're out of the office and somebody else is managing the players and situations. But obviously we're going to play it kind of as we go here."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gottlieb acknowledged the possibility he might have to give up his radio show eventually if it becomes apparent his two jobs can't coexist.
"It's not a forever, forever with the radio show," Gottlieb said. "It's a 'Let's see how it works.'"
But he added that he believes the combination should work out well. He noted that his radio platform could help him promote Green Bay.

    


"I'm not going to be able to do local Green Bay talk, but I am going to be able to talk about the Packers and I am going to be able to display how enjoyable it is to live in a special place," Gottlieb said. "The Fox Valley is an unbelievable place to raise a family. Do people know that? People who live here know that. People locally know that. But people nationally don't.
"I want to use that platform as a promotional tool, just like Fox Sports is going to use my platform as a basketball coach as their promotional platform. That's how it all can work together."
Gottlieb played at Notre Dame in 1995-96 and at Oklahoma State from 1997-2000. He has worked as a broadcaster for most of the last two decades, with stints at ESPN, CBS Sports and Fox Sports.
But he doesn't have any college coaching experience, though he has longed for an opportunity such as this one.
Green Bay athletic director Josh Moon considered hiring Gottlieb last year before ultimately opting for Wicks.
"I know this for a fact," Moon said. "Doug's been working towards this moment for a long time. This has been his dream from day one."
Gottlieb did coach U.S. teams to gold medals in the 2017 and 2022 Maccabiah Games, an international multisport event for Jewish athletes. He also was an assistant coach on Bruce Pearl's staff at the 2009 Maccabiah Games. Amd Gottlieb pointed out he has coached numerous AAU games over the years.

    


He was born in Milwaukee and is the son of Bob Gottlieb, who coached Milwaukee from 1975-80.
"My mom said of all the places we have lived, there's nothing like Wisconsin," Gottlieb said. "There's nothing like it. Real people. Real work ethic. Real community."
Gottlieb says he understands the unorthodox nature of his hiring. He also was quick to mention similar hires that have proved successful.
"Steve Kerr had never blown a whistle a day in his life before he took over the Warriors," Gottlieb said. "I think that's worked out OK. Fred Hoiberg coached at his alma mater (Iowa State) after being in the front office in Minnesota for a year. And that worked out OK. There's been plenty of nontraditional hires. ... I tell my kids that if somebody's not laughing at your dreams, you're not dreaming big enough."
___
 AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A new exhibition of photographs owned by Elton John is everything one might expect from a star who has a fascination with image, a love of excess and a very large budget. Understated, it isn't.
The show, opening this week at London's Victoria and Albert Museum, includes more than 300 pieces by 140 photographers selected from the vast collection of John and his husband David Furnish.
Covering the period from 1950 to the present day, they include iconic fashion shots by Irving Penn, Richard Avedon and Herb Ritts, portraits of stars including The Beatles, Frank Sinatra Marilyn Monroe and Chet Baker, and photojournalism capturing moments in history, from the Black civil rights movement of the 1960s to 1980s AIDS activism and the Sept. 11 attacks.
Newell Harbin, director of the couple's collection, agreed that the sheer scale of the show is "a lot."

    


"It's a little bit overwhelming sometimes, but it's just wonderful," she said at a preview on Wednesday.
The exhibition is entitled "Fragile Beauty," a name chosen by John that reflects his ethos, said curator Duncan Forbes, the museum's head of photography.




"I think key to Elton is the sense of vulnerability and fragility that underpins creative expression and human experience," Forbes said. "That's the thing I think runs through the show."
He said John had instructed that the exhibition "should be mischievous and it should be very serious."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"What we've tried to do is create a really absorbing, big show about photography, but also relate it to who they are (and) the passions of the collectors," Forbes said.
The exhibition opens with elegant fashion photos from the 1950s, then gets into edgier territory with work by chroniclers of outcasts and rebels such as Robert Mapplethorpe and Nan Goldin, both artists John has collected extensively.
Many of the greats from seven decades of photography are represented, from Diane Arbus, Eve Arnold, Bruce Davidson and Robert Franck to Wolfgang Tillmans, Cindy Sherman and Ai Weiwei. There are several works by Associated Pres photographers, including Richard Drew's haunting "Falling Man" image from 9/11 and Julio Cortez's 2020 photo of a protester with an upside-down American flag amid unrest in Minneapolis.

    


John, now 77, began collecting photographs after getting sober in the 1990s -- he later said he replaced alcohol with "a much healthier addiction." He and 61-year-old Furnish have assembled one of the largest photo collections in private hands, amounting to more than 7,000 works.
They frequently loan photos for exhibitions, including some 200 for a Tate Modern show in 2016 that focused on black-and-white photographs from the early decades of the medium.
Harbin said John and Furnish "collect from the heart."
"They collect what speaks to them," she said - and continue to acquire new works, though they have slowed down a little. The most recent piece in the exhibition was bought two months ago.
Many of the works are displayed in an often-changing lineup on the walls of their multiple homes. Harbin said the household had a running joke in Atlanta, where John had a home for many years, "that no one ever knew the true color of the wallpaper."
"I had it frame- to-frame, and that's how he wanted it done - so that the two of them could be engulfed in that creativity and that genius of these other artists," she said.
"Fragile Beauty" runs at the V&A from Saturday until Jan. 5, 2025.
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                                        Paul Walter Hauser thanked his parents, voters, agents and fellow nominees in his acceptance speech in January when he won an Emmy for his role in "Black Bird."
Then, in a move more fitting for Sting than Stingray, Hauser cut a promo straight out of the squared circle.
"That's a 'what up' to Jesus, he's the soul owner. I own the body, I'm about to beat Matt Cardona," he said.
Hulk Hogan or Roman Reigns sure never trash-talked a wrestling opponent from an awards show stage.
The 37-year-old Hauser lived up to his word two months later and lit a table on fire before ally Bully Ray slammed Cardona, a former WWE star, through a table at an independent wrestling show.
Much like his acting career -- where Hauser is set to shake up the Marvel Cinematic Universe -- his professional wrestling career is heating up, too.
Hauser has declared for the 40-man Battle Riot match on June 1 for the Major League Wrestling promotion card in Atlanta. He is among the wrestlers set to compete in a mashup of a battle royal and street fight at Battle Riot VI on YouTube.

    


"Paul is building something special with a two-track career driven by his passion and an unrelenting quality that separates the pretenders from the contenders," MLW Founder and CEO Court Bauer said.




Wrestling is more than a publicity stunt for Hauser -- it's his passion.
"The dream is to go win an Oscar for writing or acting in a film and the next night, I'm in front of 2,000 people in an independent show," Hauser said in an interview with The Associated Press. "That's what I want to be doing. I want to be accessible to all people and show them the real me, which is, I am a fan just like the rest of you."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hauser is just the latest in a growing list of celebrities -- everyone from Bad Bunny to Johnny Knoxville to Shaquille O'Neal -- who have had WrestleMania bouts and matches across the industry worthy of the main event on any card. Hauser -- who counts past and current wrestlers Dean Malenko, Arn Anderson, Sami Zayn and Kyle O'Reilly among his favorites -- has been training with former WWE star Paul London to prepare for his side hustle in acting.

    


"I believe I'm somewhere between wanting to do the reckless, heavier-set guy stuff that a Mick Foley does, entertain people while hurting my body, but also I study the technicians," Hauser said. "I want to be able to get somebody in a Texas Cloverleaf as much as I'm going to go through a table or a chair."
Hauser has appeared in various wrestling promotions over the last few years, including WWE and its rival All Elite Wrestling. Hauser, the "I, Tonya" and "Cobra Kai" star, took a guitar shot to the head from AEW heel Jeff Jarrett during an AEW appearance last year. Jarrett and his bad guy cronies then stole Hauser's Golden Globe award that he had brought to the ring.
Only in wrestling.
Hauser said he would wrestle more if not for a schedule that makes him one of the busiest -- and, of late -- most coveted actors in Hollywood. He's set to play the late "Saturday Night Live" actor Chris Farley in a biopic, he's filming a "Naked Gun" reboot with Liam Neeson, he snagged a role "that I cannot talk about" in Marvel's "Fantastic Four," and stars in the upcoming game show drama "Press Your Luck."

    


As for his most popular role, his packed schedule means Hauser said he was just "making an appearance" in the final season of "Cobra Kai."
"I show up, I can't say much more than that," he said. "It will be memorable and you're always going to have a laugh with Stingray."
Hauser has earned more fans in his frequent forays into wrestling -- except, perhaps, among the people closest to him.
"My beautiful, patient, understanding wife and my agent are very much against it and wish that I would just buy some sidewalk chalk and go hopscotch in the driveway," he said. "The reality is, this is always something I was going to do."
While he's hopeful of a long, successful acting career, Hauser said he intended to wrestle only for the next 10 years.
"I really feel like the future is bright for me between the acting and wrestling, and it's really about scheduling and finding great opponents and finding a great story to tell," he said.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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    [image: FILE - Jordin Sparks sings the national anthem before the 99th running of the Indianapolis 500 auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis, Sunday, May 24, 2015. Sparks will return to the Indianapolis 500 this year to sing the national anthem at the May 26 "Greatest Spectacle in Racing."(AP Photo/Sam Riche)]
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Jordin Sparks, the singer-songwriter who shot to stardom on "American Idol," will perform the national anthem before the 108th running of the Indianapolis 500 on Memorial Day weekend.
Sparks also performed the anthem before "The Greatest Spectacle in Racing" in 2015.
"We know that Jordin's voice and performance will deliver an emotional and stirring rendition of the national anthem as part of pre-race ceremonies for the Indy 500," Indianapolis Motor Speedway president J. Douglas Boles said Wednesday.
"The national anthem moment pays honor to the country we love, sets the stage for the hair-raising U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds flyover, and gets us one step closer to those final, dramatic and electric moments leading up to the start of the Indianapolis 500."
Sparks has won an American Music Award and People's Choice Award and been nominated for a Billboard Award, Dove Award, two MTV Awards and two Grammys. She made her Broadway debut starring in Lin-Manuel Miranda's Broadway smash "In the Heights" and her film debut playing the lead role in the film "Sparkle."
The Indy 500 historically has had some of the biggest names in music perform the anthem, ranging from Steven Tyler of the rock band Aerosmith to country star Martina McBride. Jewel performed the anthem last year.
___
AP Motorsports: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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    [image: Director George Miller poses for a portrait to promote "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" in Los Angeles, Friday, May 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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            Hemsworth, Miller, Taylor-Joy excited about 'Furiosa' world premiere at Cannes

        
        
            Filmmaker George Miller and stars Chris Hemsworth and Anya Taylor-Joy talk about their excitement at premiering "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" on the steps of the Croisette in Cannes on Wednesday. (May 13)
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Filmmaker George Miller and stars Chris Hemsworth and Anya Taylor-Joy talk about their excitement at premiering "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" on the steps of the Croisette in Cannes on Wednesday. (May 13)
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            Chris Hemsworth is set to make his Cannes Film Festival debut as director George Miller brings "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga," also starring Anya Taylor-Joy, to the festival, for its out-of-competition premiere. (May 13)
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            Speaking at the Cannes Film Festival, actors Anya Taylor-Joy and Chris Hemsworth discuss their favorite props from action prequel "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (May 14)
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Anya Taylor-Joy in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." The film will world premiere at the 77th Cannes Film Festival. (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- Only recently has George Miller realized just how influential his medical education was to the world of "Mad Max."
Miller was briefly a doctor before finding filmmaking and his twin brother, whom he attended university with, remained one. As a resident at St. Vincent's Hospital in Sydney, Miller saw people in birth and in death, in moments of, he says, "extremis."
Extremis -- a Latin word that literally translates as "at the point of death" -- would be a fairly apt way to describe the post-apocalypse wasteland of "Mad Max." It could apply to, well, all of the characters, or to the Earth, itself. The more you think about it, the more Miller's desert dystopia begins looking like a fantastical ER. The human blood bags of "Mad Max: Fury Road." Furiosa's prosthetic arm. Immortan Joe's respirator mask.




"I don't think I'd still be making films if I didn't have that part of myself," Miller said of his medical background in a recent interview.

    


"You're looking at a human being from every point of view. As organs. As individuals," Miller says. "Sometimes looking through a microscope and seeing their cells. Or an autopsy. Psychologically. In every way, you're looking at the human being. That's what you do as a storyteller."
Miller's holistic eye could apply to the sprawling saga of "Mad Max," too. It's a world that has lived in his head for nearly half a century. Unlike most other long-running film franchises, it's exclusively Miller's. The 79-year-old filmmaker has written and directed every film, from 1979's "Mad Max" to the new "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga," which opens in theaters May 24.

    
    The Cannes Film Festival has begun. Here's what to know: 

	Festival diaries: AP Film Writer Jake Coyle is in Cannes, France, reporting on the festival. Follow along with his behind-the-scenes diaries. 
	How it all works: We broke down the festival's unique landscape, lineup, prizes and what's up with those long standing ovations. 
	What to expect: #MeToo upheaval in France, potential strikes and protests and George Miller's "Furiosa" all have Cannes buzzing. 
	The Palm Dog: Messi is in attendance. But who will win the coveted (but unofficial) Palm Dog? 



    



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Also unlike most franchises, Miller's vision has grown only more kinetic with time. "Fury Road," considered among the greatest action films ever made, moved like Buster Keaton on steroids, with madcap stunts and continual forward movement, all agonizingly spliced together from the briefest of shots amid an infamously troubled production. "Furiosa," a prequel to the events of that film starring Anya Taylor-Joy as a young Furiosa, enlarges the saga, and, particularly in a few breathless sequences, maintains the same headlong momentum.

    


"I don't do anything with my hands anymore," Miller says. "There's always someone who can type faster than me. There's always someone who can cut faster than me. There's always someone who can operate a camera much better than me. So it's all in the head."
"I can quote some of the lines from the movie but I know virtually every cut of virtually every movie I've made -- and in many cases, the cuts of some of my favorite movies," adds Miller. "That's my neurology."
But it took time to restart "Mad Max." As sensational as the response was to "Fury Road," which won six Oscars, its making was marred by production troubles and discord among its cast. Friction continued in the years after, too, as Miller and Warner Bros. sued each other in a pay dispute.
Those issues eventually got ironed out and attention turned to a pair of scripts Miller had ready. While "Fury Road" was stuck in delay, Miller had written treatments for both "Furiosa" and "The Wasteland," a "Mad Max" film taking place a year before "Fury Road." He hopes to make that soon. First came "Furiosa," which Miller first intended to be an anime.

    


"I had no thoughts of making it into a feature film," he says. "But when 'Fury Road' was delayed yet again by rains, there was no point in making an anime before we made 'Fury Road.' By the time we made 'Fury Road,' all the history of that, we decided to make it as a feature."
Miller reassembled much of the same team from "Fury Road": editor Margaret Sixel (Miller's wife), co-writer Nico Lathouris, producer Doug Mitchell, production designer Colin Gibson, stunt coordinator Guy Norris. But his cast would be largely new. For a younger Furiosa, he turned to Taylor-Joy. As they discussed her casting, Miller asked Taylor-Joy to film herself doing the "Mad as Hell" monologue from "Network."
How was her Peter Finch? "I got the part," Taylor-Joy says, smiling. Then came the hard part: shooting "Furiosa."

    


"It's what I wanted. I knew I wanted something that was going to test me in every way, shape and form," says Taylor-Joy. "And I got that experience. Anybody that's attracted to making a 'Mad Max' movie, if it's not arduous in some way, I personally would feel cheated. That's not what you go to the wasteland for."
That included only some three dozen lines in the whole movie for Taylor-Joy. On the other hand, a staggering action sequence principally on the War Rig took 78 days to shoot. Taylor-Joy says it was an exercise of piece-by-piece filmmaking.
"I could kind of count myself down," says Taylor-Joy. "I was like, 'OK, I'm below the vehicle. And now I'm on the side of the vehicle. And I've finally made it into the cow catcher. And, oh my God, I'm standing. This is better.'"

    


Chris Hemsworth, in one of the most colorful and transformative performances of his career, plays the villain Dementus with the flair of a deranged Roman conqueror. A key to unlocking the character, Hemsworth says, was a tip from Miller to try journaling in the voice of Dementus, a maniac with his own painful history who wears his Rosebud -- a teddy bear -- strapped to his back.
"It was the most satisfying experience that I've had," Hemsworth says of the role. "The script gave me so many more options and directions that I could take a character than I had previously been given. It was a big departure from everything else I'd done."
Lengthy as the making of "Furiosa" was, both stars went into the process determined to have a more positive environment than on "Fury Road."
"We all went in to make this -- not excusing any kind of behavior -- wanting to be extra kind to each other," says Taylor-Joy. "Especially for me, I'm a big George Miller fan. I wanted to make sure he felt respected and heard and cared on set."
"Mad Max" has by now morphed into a kind of archetype -- a near-future Western with amped-up modern anxieties. As before in "Mad Max," water is short and natural resources are brutally battled over in "Furiosa."
"You could argue that depending on where you are in history, where you are in time and space, there is always a sense of potential chaos and a fallen world," Miller says. "It's always there in the zeitgeist."
But, Miller points out, these movies are largely shot outdoors, and the conditions he's made them in has markedly changed with time. Miller remembers visiting an area of the Great Barrier Reef in the early '70s. When he returned decades later to the same beach, "the difference was shocking to me."
"All of that stuff is there," Millers says. "And it has to be expressed in any story you tell about the world."
Miller's brother recently retired as a doctor. But for years, they'd speak on the phone about his patients, discussing observations and diagnoses.
"That was a way, I realize, of us both processing the chaos of the world," says Miller. "I like to think that that's what I'm still doing."
___
Follow AP Film Writer Jake Coyle at: http://twitter.com/jakecoyleAP
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            1 of 6 | A woman scrolls the Instagram page of Venerable Beomjeong, a Buddhist monk, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Seoul Beomjeong, who is also known as Kkotsnim, which means "flower monk" in Korean, has been garnering young followers on social media. He frequently uploads photos of himself with captions featuring Buddhist teachings and his thoughts. (AP Photo/Juwon Park)
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[image: NewJeansNim, a comedian and a DJ, whose real name is Youn Sung Ho, performs at an annual lantern-lighting festival dressed up as a monk, in Seoul, South Korea, on May 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Juwon Park)]
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[image: NewJeansNim, a comedian and a DJ, whose real name is Youn Sung Ho, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Seoul, South Korea, on May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon )]
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[image: NewJeansNim, a comedian and a DJ, whose real name is Youn Sung Ho, poses during an interview with The Associated Press in Seoul, South Korea, on May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon )]
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[image: NewJeansNim, a comedian and a DJ, whose real name is Youn Sung Ho, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Seoul, South Korea, on May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon )]
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                                        SEOUL (AP) -- A South Korean deejay dressed as a Buddhist monk bounced up and down on stage while playing electronic music and shouting: "This too shall pass!" The performance brought cheers from a crowd of thousands at an annual lantern-lighting festival over the weekend to celebrate the Buddha's birthday.
Religious belief in South Korea has been on the decline for years. In 2021, just 22% of South Koreans in their 20s identified as religious, compared to 45% in 2004, according to a Gallup poll. But that might be changing as social media fuels an uptick in interest in Buddhism among young people.
The festival DJ, Youn Sung Ho, is a significant contributor to this trend. Youn, who is also a comedian, said he has received much support from the younger generations, especially Millennials and Gen Z, for his Buddhist monk alter ego, whom he calls NewJeansNim.

    


Youn said he created the persona last year when he was deejaying at the lantern-lighting ceremony. "I wasn't NewJeansNim at the time. I was the comedian Youn Sung Ho. It was just my authentic self."
But he wore a hanbok, the traditional Korean clothing that resembles a monk's robe, and said the performance video drew millions of views on social media. "That's when I thought, 'Oh, I need to make a character quickly,'" he said. 




He carefully built his alter ego while seeking support from Buddhist leaders in South Korea, trying to balance popular culture with authentic Buddhist teachings. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NewJeansNim is a hybrid moniker of Sunim, a Korean title for Buddhist monks, and NewJean, a Dharma name that a senior monk gave him, Youn said.
Youn's DJ-monk persona has attracted many young South Korean adults to Buddhism, including Kwon Dohyun, a university student who attended the lantern-lighting festival with two friends and was excited to see NewJeansNim perform.
"Isn't the hairstyle really hip?'' Kwon told The Associated Press, adding that his interest in Buddhism also stemmed from the perceived inclusivity and openness of the faith.

    


Youn's popularity especially among young adults was apparent at the weekend's performance as they cheered while he sang lyrics from his latest song: "Suffering because your paycheck didn't go up... My stocks are down; Monday can't come soon enough."
Youn believes his attempts to break the traditional mold have struck a chord with young South Koreans. "It was so new and exciting to people for someone to make electronic music and make people jump, jump, in this serious, solemn religion of Buddhism," he said.
Youn said most people associate Buddhism with quiet temples in the mountains, wind chimes, chanting, quiet meditation and sitting still.
"People think these are Buddhism, but what I am doing now is the opposite," he said.
Another Buddhist who has been garnering young followers on social media is Venerable Beomjeong, who is also known as Kkotsnim, which means "flower monk" in Korean. He is active on Instagram where he communicates with Buddhists and non-believers alike.
Beomjeong frequently uploads photos of himself with captions featuring Buddhist teachings and his thoughts. 

    


"People think monks are supposed to be noble, they are supposed to be in the mountains, they are supposed to be purer than anyone else," he said, adding he hopes to dispel such notions about monks and Buddhism in Korean society through social media.
He said he receives many messages asking him basic questions about Buddhism such as: Are monks not supposed to eat meat? Are monks allowed to marry? He's also been asked: "Will you marry me?"
He said aims for his answers to be straightforward but carefully worded.
"I tell it like it is. I don't want to be too mystical or conservative, but I think I speak on behalf of the precepts and many monks in the Jogye Order, not just myself," he said.
Beomjeong and NewJeansNim both say their efforts to draw younger generations to Buddhism have left them open to criticism.
"Korean Buddhist monks had a perception of: 'How dare he flaunt his looks and does Instagram as someone who became monastic,'" Beomjeong said. 

    


"There's feedback like: "Oh, you're a fallen monk, and you're tarnishing Buddhism,'" Youn said.
But Youn said such criticisms come from people who resist change and that "young MZs (Millennials and Gen Z) who want and like new things are so welcoming and love it."
Beomjeong said he is happy to be considered an influencer if it means sharing messages about Buddhism with the public.
"I don't know what it means to be an influencer, but if I can get many people to see and hear what I say, I want to be an influencer," Beomjeong said. "It would be very good for me to spread the Dharma and help many people remove some prejudices about Buddhism through me. Then I think I've done my job."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-buddhism-religion-monk-genz-newjeans-b1fee40b8a8018a421b28cecfab8809f
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    [image: Authorities work at the scene of a deadly crash after a bus carrying farmworkers collided with a pickup truck on State Road 40 Tuesday, May 14, 2024, near Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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[image: Florida Highway Patrol Cpl. Brett Detweiler takes pictures of the crash scene as emergency workers are on the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Marion County Jail shows Bryan Howard. The Florida Highway Patrol arrested Howard, the driver of a pickup truck that crashed into the farmworker bus on Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Marion County Jail via AP)]
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[image: Emergency workers work the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)]
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Emergency workers work the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)
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[image: Highway Patrol Cpl. Brett Detweiler takes pictures of the pick up truck that was involved in the crash scene as emergency workers worked the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)]
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Highway Patrol Cpl. Brett Detweiler takes pictures of the pick up truck that was involved in the crash scene as emergency workers worked the scene of a fatal bus crash carrying laborers that overturned Tuesday morning, May 14, 2024, in Ocala, Fla. (Doug Engle/Ocala Star-Banner via AP)
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[image: Authorities work at the scene of a deadly crash after a bus carrying farmworkers collided with a pickup truck on State Road 40 Tuesday, May 14, 2024, near Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)]
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Authorities work at the scene of a deadly crash after a bus carrying farmworkers collided with a pickup truck on State Road 40 Tuesday, May 14, 2024, near Dunnellon, Fla. (AP Photo/Alan Youngblood)
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- A bus carrying farmworkers to a watermelon field in central Florida was sideswiped by a drunk driver and overturned in a field, killing eight people and injuring dozens of others, authorities said. 
The man accused of causing Tuesday's crash has a lengthy driving record and is being held in jail without bond. 
The farmworkers were from Mexico, working on seasonal or temporary visas. Some of their names were released Wednesday afternoon.
Here's what to know about the crash. 
WHAT HAPPENED?
Around 6:40 a.m. on Tuesday, a 2001 Ford Ranger driven by Bryan Howard, 41, crossed the center line of State Road 40 and sideswiped a bus carrying 53 farmworkers to a watermelon patch at Cannon Farms in Dunnellon. The bus veered off the two-lane road that passes through horse farms, hit a tree and rolled over.
The crash happened about 80 miles (130 kilometers) north of Orlando.

    


WHO ARE THE VICTIMS?
All eight people killed were in the U.S. from Mexico on H-2A farmworker visas, officials said. 
Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador said Wednesday morning that 44 Mexican citizens were on the bus, hired by a Mexican American farmer to work on the watermelon farm under temporary or seasonal visas. Mexico's government later said six of the injured were in serious condition and three more were in critical condition.

    
        
    
Lucas Benitez, the co-founder of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers, said Wednesday that it learned from the Mexican consulate that the farmworkers who were killed were from at least five different states in Mexico.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Six of the dead have been identified: Evarado Ventura Hernandez, 30; Cristian Salazar Villeda, 24; Alfredo Tovar Sanchez, 20; Isaias Miranda Pascal, 21; Jose Heriberto Fraga Acosta, 27; and Manuel Perez Rios, 46.
Gamaliel Marcel, of Tallahassee, told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he and Salazar Villeda were childhood friends in Mexico. Salazar Villeda got married in March and the couple had a 5-year-old daughter, Marcel added.

    


"I feel so bad, especially because I knew him my whole life," he said. "He was always the most respectful but brought out a smile when you needed it."
Evarado Ventura Hernandez's mother, Rosalina Hernandez Martinez, said Wednesday that her son had told her the work he did on Florida farms was "very hard," but that he was happy.
"It hurts," she said. "A piece of my heart is gone."
The Mexican consulate in Orlando was providing support at the AdventHealth Ocala hospital, where many of the injured were taken. 
Andres Sequera, a director of mission and ministry for AdventHealth hospitals, said chaplains were visiting the injured workers, and that they "were in good spirits for what they have been through."
WHY WERE THE WORKERS IN FLORIDA?
Farms across Florida use about 50,000 H-2A workers each year, more than any other state, according to the Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association.
The workers travel to Florida on seasonal or temporary visas to harvest farm fruits and vegetables.
These workers were in Marion County, which is in the north-central part of Florida. The county is best known for its rolling countryside, which stands out from much of the state's typical flat geography. Thoroughbred horse farms are common in the hills outside of Ocala, which is the largest city in the region. Interstate 75 also cuts through Marion County.

    


WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE DRIVER ACCUSED IN THE CRASH?
Bryan Maclean Howard, 41, was arrested hours after the crash and remained jailed without bond in Ocala.
At a brief court appearance on Wednesday morning, Howard pleaded not guilty to driving under the influence-manslaughter charges in the deaths of eight farmworkers. He spoke by teleconference from jail.
An arrest report said Howard had bloodshot and watery eyes and slurred speech after the crash, which he told Florida Highway Patrol troopers he didn't remember.
Howard also told investigators he had crashed his mother's car into a tree a few days earlier while avoiding an animal. The report said Howard had smoked marijuana oil and took his prescribed medications before bed -- two anti-seizure drugs and another for high blood pressure. Five hours later, he was driving to a methadone clinic where he receives daily medication for a chipped vertebra.

    


Troopers had arrested Howard after he failed several sobriety tests.
Howard told the judge he's a self-employed painter and drywall installer. He said he had $700 in the bank, no other assets and no dependents. 
On Wednesday, his head was bandaged and he wore a protective gown typically given to inmates on suicide watch. The judge denied bond, appointed a public defender and set his next court appearance for next month. The public defender's office declined to comment about the case.
Marion County court records show Howard has had at least three crashes and numerous traffic tickets dating back to 2006. He was cited previously for crossing the center line, and his driver's license has been suspended at least three times, the latest in 2021 for getting too many citations within a year.

    


In 2013, he was convicted of grand theft. A year later, his probation was revoked after he tested positive for cocaine.
WHAT'S NEXT?
A memorial service for the victims was held Wednesday evening outside the Farmworker Association of Florida office north of Orlando in Apopka. About two dozen people gathered, some holding white crosses with the names of the people killed, and sang songs in Spanish. 
"They were here to do honest work," Jeannie Economos, an official with the Farmworker Association of Florida, said of the farmworkers. "Agricultural work is hard. They came here to work hard to support themselves and their families back in their home country."
___
AP reporters Adriana Gomez Licon in Miami, Mike Schneider in Apopka, and AP stringer Jose Maria Alvarez in Miahuatlan, Mexico, in southern Oaxaca state, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/farmworker-bus-crash-florida-mexico-65593c07950f02835005b8c280cc27c0
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            Police began dismantling a pro-Palestinian encampment early Thursday at DePaul University in Chicago, hours after the school's president told students to leave the area or face arrest.
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[image: Santa Ana police detain a pro-Palestinian protester during a protest at the University of California, Irvine, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Irvine, Calif. (Leonard Ortiz/The Orange County Register via AP)]
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters wave flags from the second level of the Physical Sciences Lecture Hall after they took over the building at the University of California, Irvine, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, in Irvine, Calif. (Leonard Ortiz/The Orange County Register via AP)]
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[image: Chicago police officers walk through the quad as crews disassemble the pro-Palestinian protest encampment at DePaul University's Lincoln Park campus in Chicago, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Police began dismantling a pro-Palestinian encampment early Thursday at DePaul University in Chicago, hours after the school's president told students to leave the area or face arrest.
Officers and workers in yellow vests cleared out tents and camping equipment at the student encampment, leaving behind yellow squares of dead or dying grass where the tents had stood. Front-loaders were being used to remove the camping equipment.
Just across the street from where the encampment was spread across a grassy expanse of DePaul's campus known as "The Quad," a few dozen protesters stood along a sidewalk in front of a service station, clapping their hands in unison as an apparent protest leader paced back and forth before them, speaking into a bullhorn.
All of the protesters at the encampment "voluntarily left" the area when police arrived early Thursday, said Jon Hein, chief of patrol for the Chicago Police Department.

    


"There were no confrontations and there was no resistance," he said at a news briefing. "As we approached, all the subjects voluntarily left the area."
Hein said, however, that two people, a male and female in their 20s, were arrested outside the encampment "for obstruction of traffic."




The move to clear the campus comes less than a week after the school's president said public safety was at risk.
The university on Saturday said it had reached an "impasse" with the school's protesters, leaving the future of their encampment on the Chicago campus unclear. Most of DePaul's commencement ceremonies will be held the June 15-16 weekend.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a statement then, DePaul President Robert Manuel and Provost Salma Ghanem said they believe that students intended to protest peacefully, but "the responses to the encampment have inadvertently created public safety issues that put our community at risk."
Efforts to resolve the differences with DePaul Divestment Coalition over the past 17 days were unsuccessful, Manuel said in a statement sent to students, faculty and staff Thursday morning.

    


"Our Office of Public Safety and Chicago Police are now disassembling the encampment," he said. "Every person currently in the encampment will be given the opportunity to leave peacefully and without being arrested."
He said that since the encampment began, "the situation has steadily escalated with physical altercations, credible threats of violence from people not associated with our community."
Students at many college campuses this spring set up similar encampments, calling for their schools to cut ties with Israel and businesses that support it, to protest lsrael's actions in the war with Hamas. The protests began as schools were winding up their spring semesters and are now holding graduation ceremonies.
Separately, some students and faculty were detained Wednesday after police removed an encampment and pro-Palestinian protesters briefly took over a lecture hall at the University of California, Irvine. There was a large law enforcement response when demonstrators demanding the university divest from Israel blocked the building's entrance with a makeshift barricade. Police declared an unlawful assembly, cleared the building and took an unknown number of people into custody.

    


Chancellor Howard Gillman issued a statement late Wednesday saying he was planning to allow the peaceful encampment to remain on campus even though it violated university policies, but the school called in police after a small group barricaded themselves inside a campus lecture hall, supported by a large group of community members rallying outside.
He said the group transformed what had been a manageable situation into one that required police response and demanded to oversee many elements of university operations.
"Most importantly, their assault on the academic freedom rights of our faculty and the free speech rights of faculty and students was appalling," Gillman said in the statement. 
He said he remained committed to protecting the rights of all community members to express their views.

    


Also Wednesday, 11 members of a group protesting at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville who did not vacate the area despite repeated warnings were arrested for trespassing, the university said in a statement. Those arrested included three students and eight people who are not affiliated with the university. Any students who were arrested will also be referred to student conduct, officials said.
"The University of Tennessee respects individual's rights to free speech and free expression and is committed to managing the campus for all," the university said in the statement. "We will continue to be guided by the law and university policy, neutral of viewpoint."
Tensions at DePaul flared the previous weekend when counterprotesters showed up to the campus in the city's Lincoln Park neighborhood and prompted Chicago police to intervene.

    


The student-led DePaul Divestment Coalition, who are calling on the university to divest from Israel, set up the encampment April 30. The group alleged university officials walked away from talks and tried to force students into signing an agreement, according to a student statement late Saturday.
"I don't want my tuition money to be invested in my family's suffering," Henna Ayesh, a Palestinian student at DePaul and Coalition member, said in the statement.
DePaul is on the city's North Side. Last week, police removed a similar encampment at the University of Chicago on the city's South Side.
The Associated Press has recorded at least 79 incidents since April 18 where arrests were made at campus protests across the U.S. More than 2,900 people have been arrested on the campuses of 60 colleges and universities. The figures are based on AP reporting and statements from universities and law enforcement agencies.
___
Associated Press reporter Christopher L. Keller contributed from Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Investigation continues into 4 electrical blackouts on ship that caused Baltimore bridge collapse

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Investigators say the electrical blackouts experienced by the container ship Dali before it left Baltimore's port were "mechanically distinct from" those that resulted in the deadly collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge hours later.
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    [image: Federal Highway Administration Administrator Shailen Bhatt, left, listens as Jennifer Homendy, Chair of the National Transportation Safety Board, testifies, during a House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure hearing on the federal response to the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Jennifer Homendy, Chair of the National Transportation Safety Board attends a House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure hearing on the federal response to the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: U.S. Coast Guard Vice Admiral Peter Gautier, Deputy Commandant for Operations, attends a House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure hearing on the federal response to the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: U.S. Army Major General William Graham, Deputy Commanding General, Civil and Emergency Operations, attends a House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure hearing on the federal response to the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Federal Highway Administration Administrator Shailen Bhatt, left, speaks next to Jennifer Homendy, Chair of the National Transportation Safety Board, during a House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure hearing on the federal response to the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- The electrical blackouts experienced by the container ship Dali before it left Baltimore's port were "mechanically distinct from" those that resulted in the deadly collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge hours later, according to congressional testimony Wednesday.
"Two were related to routine maintenance in port. Two were unexpected tripping of circuit breakers on the accident voyage," National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy testified.
The Dali was headed to Sri Lanka, laden with shipping containers and enough supplies for a monthlong voyage. Shortly after leaving the Port of Baltimore early on March 26, the ship lost power and propulsion and crashed into one of the bridge's supporting columns, killing six construction workers.
Homendy's remarks came the day after the safety board released its preliminary report into the bridge collapse. Their full investigation could take a year or more.

    


The ship's first power outage occurred after a crew member mistakenly closed an exhaust damper while conducting maintenance in port, causing one of its diesel engines to stall, according to the report. A backup generator automatically came on and continued to run for a short period -- until insufficient fuel pressure caused it to kick off again, resulting in a second blackout.




While recovering from those power outages, crew members made changes to the ship's electrical configuration, switching to a different transformer and set of breakers, according to safety investigators.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Switching breakers is not unusual but may have affected operations the very next day on the accident voyage," Homendy testified Wednesday morning before the U.S. House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
She said the board is still gathering more information about what exactly caused the various power outages. The FBI has also launched a criminal investigation into the circumstances leading up to the collapse.

    


When the breakers tripped as the Dali approached the bridge, Homendy said the ship's emergency generator kicked on. That generator can power the ship's lights, radio and other operations, but it can't restore propulsion.
"Without the propeller turning, the rudder was less effective," Homendy said. "They were essentially drifting."
While there is redundancy built into the ship's systems, she said it's not unlike other vessels in terms of the functions of its emergency generator and other factors. She said investigators are working closely with Hyundai, the manufacturer of the Dali's electrical system, to pinpoint what went wrong after it left the Port of Baltimore. 
"We are still on scene and evaluating everything about this accident," Homendy said.
She also reiterated another finding from the report, which said testing of the ship's fuel revealed no concerns about its quality.
The safety board launched its investigation almost immediately after the collapse, which sent six members of a roadwork crew plunging to their deaths. Investigators boarded the ship to document the scene and collect evidence, including the vessel's data recorder and information from its engine room. 

    


The preliminary report details the chaotic moments prior to the bridge collapse while crew members scrambled to address a series of electrical failures that came in quick succession as disaster loomed.
At 1:25 a.m. on March 26, when the Dali was a little over half a mile away from the bridge, electrical breakers that fed most of the ship's equipment and lighting unexpectedly tripped, causing a power loss. The main propulsion diesel engine automatically shut down after its cooling pumps lost power, and the ship lost steering.
Crew members were able to momentarily restore electricity by manually closing the tripped breakers, the report says. 
The ship was less than a quarter of a mile from the bridge when it experienced a second power blackout because of more tripped breakers. The crew again restored power, but it was too late to avoid striking the bridge. 
A last-minute mayday call from the ship allowed police to stop traffic, but they didn't have enough time to warn a team of construction workers who were filling potholes on the bridge. One man was rescued from the water. A road maintenance inspector also survived by running to safety in the moments before the bridge fell. 

    


The last of the six victims' bodies was recovered from the underwater wreckage last week. 
On Monday, crews conducted a controlled demolition to break down the largest remaining span of the collapsed bridge, which landed draped across the Dali's bow. The ship is expected to be refloated and guided back to the Port of Baltimore early next week, officials said Wednesday. 
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Ship that struck Baltimore bridge had 4 blackouts before disaster. Here's what we know

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Investigators say the electrical blackouts experienced by the container ship Dali before it left Baltimore's port were "mechanically distinct from" those that resulted in the deadly collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge hours later.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    2
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The container ship Dali, owned by Grace Ocean PTE, rests against wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in the Patapsco River on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, as seen from Pasadena, Md. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, file)]
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[image: FILE - Explosive charges are detonated to bring down sections of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge resting on the container ship Dali on Monday, May 13, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, file)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Explosive charges are detonated to bring down sections of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge resting on the container ship Dali on Monday, May 13, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, file)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - Explosive charges are detonated to bring down sections of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge resting on the container ship Dali on Monday, May 13, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, file)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            BEN FINLEY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The Dali container ship experienced a near-perfect storm of calamities before it struck Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge in March, killing six people. But Tuesday's preliminary report by federal safety investigators leaves many questions unanswered. 
For example, the National Transportation Safety Board described four power failures that beset the 984-foot (300-meter) ship. Reasons for three of them are yet to be explained, including two that occurred right before the crash. 
Here's what we know and don't know about the problems on the ship before the disaster:
HOW MANY TIMES DID THE SHIP LOSE POWER? 
The Dali suffered four blackouts in roughly 10 hours: two the day before the crash and two in the minutes before.
The first came after a crew member mistakenly closed an exhaust damper during maintenance, causing one of the ship's diesel engines to stall, according to the safety report. A backup generator came on, but insufficient fuel pressure soon caused that generator to kick off, resulting in a second blackout. It's unclear why the fuel pressure dropped. 

    


In response, crew members changed the ship's electrical configuration, which is considered routine. They switched from one transformer and breaker system that had been in use for several months to another configuration.




The third outage struck hours later, after the ship had left the Port of Baltimore and was navigating the Patapsco River. Electrical breakers unexpectedly tripped, causing a power loss. The Dali's diesel engine automatically shut down because its cooling pumps lost power.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The pilot's dispatcher called police and notified the Coast Guard of the power loss. Crew members momentarily restored electricity by manually closing the breakers. Then more breakers tripped, causing another outage as the ship approached the bridge. The crew restored power, but it was too late. 
One of the pilots ordered the rudder turned, but since the main engine remained down, there was no propulsion to assist with steering, the report said. The ship struck one of the bridge's main supports, causing the span to collapse. 

    


WHAT MAY HAVE CAUSED THE BLACKOUTS?
The reason behind one power outage is known -- the crew member's failure to close the exhaust damper. The reason for the second blackout remains unclear, and the two instances of the tripped breakers appear to be complete mysteries. 
Jennifer Homendy, chair of the National Transportation Safety Board, told a congressional committee Wednesday that the first two blackouts were "mechanically distinct" from the second two outages.
She said switching out the breakers following the first two outages "may have affected operations the very next day on the accident voyage." 
Stefano Brizzolara, a professor of ocean engineering at Virginia Tech, pointed out that the crew switched to a configuration that hadn't been used for several months, describing it as like putting on a pair of shoes that you haven't worn in a long time that have become "hard and stiff." 
"Every time you switch to electrical components that are not normally used, the risk of failure increases a little bit," he said.

    


But changing up a ship's power configuration is fairly routine, even if it's been several months, said Neil J. Gallagher, a professor at the Webb Institute, a school that teaches naval architecture and marine engineering.
"It shouldn't change anything," Gallagher said. "Transformers are a pretty benign item. It's just coils of wire. It doesn't have moving parts. It doesn't have a whole lot that breaks on it. So, it's not normally the source of issues like this."
WHAT ELSE COULD HAVE BEEN DONE? 
Gallagher added that the mistake with the damper would have caused some concern but not enough to raise major worries before leaving port. 
"They went for 10 hours and had no problems," he said. "And in all fairness, the breakers that shut down when they were underway were not the same as what happened when the engine lost power because they closed the damper." 
Gallagher said cargo ships do not routinely lose power. 
"This is kind of a perfect storm of events that happened at just the absolute worst possible time," he said.

    


Brizzolara said the crew seemed to have reacted to power failures in a prompt manner. 
"I don't know if they could do more," he said. "These things can happen, unfortunately. Machines are prone to fault. And yes, there are redundancies onboard of ships. But even redundant systems can fail. And this is an example."
Bradley Martin, a former U.S. Navy captain and a senior policy researcher at the RAND Corporation, said the limited space in many ports increases the risks of these type of disasters.
"Anybody who's ever been around ships knows that machinery fails at inopportune times," Martin said. "And being so close to infrastructure like this means there's no good way of reacting quickly enough." 
Thomas McKenney, a University of Michigan professor of naval architecture and marine engineering, said the tragedy in Baltimore raises questions about whether most cargo ships have enough safeguards. 

    


"I think the relevant question here is how reliable and redundant should systems be onboard ships, especially understanding that ships have gotten larger and larger over time," McKenney said, adding, "Shipping remains by far the most efficient way to transport goods. So it's really having the right balance between cost efficiency without compromising safety." 
___
Associated Press reporter Kristin M. Hall in Nashville, Tennessee, contributed to this article. 
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