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      Breaking News

      
        Dow index tops 40,000 for first time
        NEW YORK - The Dow Jones Industrial Average breached the 40,000-point level for the first time ever on Thursday, its fastest 10,000-point climb, powered by strong quarterly results and rising bets of interest-rate cuts by the Federal Reserve.

      

      
        Sri Lanka seeks to repatriate nationals from Russia
        COLOMBO - Sri Lanka will dispatch a high-level delegation to Russia to investigate the fate of hundreds of nationals reportedly fighting in the war in Ukraine, a top official said on Thursday.

      

      
        Lawyer says activist's autopsy raises questions
        Detained activist Netiporn Sanesangkhom had no vital signs when she reached Thammasat University Hospital, where she was pronounced dead on Tuesday, lawyer Kritsadang Nutcharat said on Thursday.

      

      
        Swedish Queen urges global effort to end child sexual abuse
        Her Majesty Queen Silvia of Sweden has told a summit in Bangkok that communities need to openly address the issue of child sexual abuse in order to best combat it.

      

      
        US: Child labour issues in Thai shrimp industry resolved
        The United States is preparing to remove shrimp from Thailand from its annual list of goods produced by child labour or forced labour, according to Kenika Ounjit, a deputy spokesperson for the government.

      

      
        New skywalk would link 5 hospitals to BTS
        The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) is moving to secure permission to build a skywalk linking the hospitals along Ratchawithi Road.

      

      
        Thai rice prices at 3-month peak
        Export prices for Thai rice rose to a more than three-month peak this week, bolstered by thin supplies and strong demand, while rates for top exporter India remained steady due to lacklustre demand.

      

      
        37m speed pills seized in 15 recent busts
        Drug suppression police have arrested 42 suspects and seized more than 37 million speed pills, almost one tonne of crystal methamphetamine and other drugs in 15 major cases from April 29 to May 15.

      

      
        Thai women fall to USA in Volleyball Nations League opener
        Thailand fell to United States in four sets in the opening match of the FIVB Volleyball Women's Nations League 2024 at the Maracanazinho stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Wednesday.

      

      
        Cannabis backers urge minister not to turn back clock
        Dozens of cannabis advocates urged the government on Thursday to abandon its plans to relist marijuana as an illegal narcotic, a week after it announced a dramatic policy U-turn just two years after decriminalising it.
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                  Dow index tops 40,000 for first time                

                US stock rally continues on solid earnings and rate-cut optimism
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                                NEW YORK - The Dow Jones Industrial Average breached the 40,000-point level for the first time ever on Thursday, its fastest 10,000-point climb, powered by strong quarterly results and rising bets of interest-rate cuts by the Federal Reserve.
The blue-chip index surpassed its previous record high of 39,935.04, hit on Wednesday, and has recovered nearly 40% from its October 2022 lows. At 10.40am New York Time, the Dow was up 0.2%, at 39,992.67.

"Breaking the 40,000 barrier is a big psychological boost for the bulls as round numbers hold special significance in people's hearts and minds," said Chris Zaccarelli, chief investment officer for Independent Advisor Alliance.

"We are in a bull market and people are showing some irrational exuberance (meme stocks) and dismissing bad news (slowing retail sales) and focusing on good news (slightly slowing inflation)."

US stock markets have climbed since the start of the year, as investors bet on an AI-led rally, robust earnings and hopes that the central bank will ease monetary policy this year.

All three major US indices hit fresh intraday record highs on the day.

Of the 30 companies on the Dow, American Express and the retail giant Amazon.com are among the biggest percentage gainers so far this year, up 29% and 22%, respectively.

The chipmaker Intel, which trails other players in the surging market for AI components, is down 37% since the start of year, making it the Dow's worst performer in 2024.

For the Dow, the journey to 40,000 from the 30,000-mark took a little more than three years, a faster climb than the previous 10,000-point clamber, at less than four years.

It took nearly two decades for it to move from the 10,000-mark to 20,000. The index, which dates to 1896, first touched 10,000 in March 1999.
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                  Sri Lanka seeks to repatriate nationals from Russia                

                Columbo says hundreds duped into signing up to fight in Ukraine
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                                COLOMBO - Sri Lanka will dispatch a high-level delegation to Russia to investigate the fate of hundreds of nationals reportedly fighting in the war in Ukraine, a top official said on Thursday.
Social media campaigns via WhatsApp have targeted ex-military personnel with promises of lucrative salaries and promises of citizenship, the Defence Ministry has said, warning its nationals not to be duped.

The messages, sent by Sri Lankan nationals, provide a number to agents, who then arrange the documentation and the flights.

The campaigns have proved appealing as Sri Lanka struggles to emerge from its worst financial crisis in more than seven decades, which has doubled poverty rates from pre-pandemic levels and pushed hundreds of people to migrate.

Earlier this month, Sri Lankan authorities launched investigations into reports of its citizens, mostly with military training, being trafficked to fight in the war in Ukraine, said State Minister for Foreign Affairs Tharaka Balasuriya.

"The primary challenge lies in determining the exact number of individuals in Russia. As per unofficial sources, approximately 600 to 800 Sri Lankan individuals are in Russia," he told reporters.

The Russian embassy in Colombo did not immediately reply to a request for comment. In the past Moscow has not responded to repeated requests from Reuters on this issue.

Sri Lankan authorities have received 288 complaints from family members of nationals who had left illegally to fight in Ukraine and have arrested seven people, including a retired major general, linked to the human trafficking, according to the island nation's defence ministry.

At least 16 retired military personnel have died in Ukraine, the ministry said.

Defence Secretary Kamal Gunaratne and a former ambassador to Russia will be among the delegates who will leave for Russia shortly, Balasuriya said.

In 2009, Sri Lanka ended a 26-year civil war between separatist Tamil insurgents and government forces. After the conflict many Sri Lankan military personnel retired from active service.
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                  Lawyer says activist's autopsy raises questions                

                Motorcade protest duo denied bail again, two days after colleague's death
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                                Detained activist Netiporn Sanesangkhom had no vital signs when she reached Thammasat University Hospital, where she was pronounced dead on Tuesday, lawyer Kritsadang Nutcharat said on Thursday.
Mr Kritsadang also said preliminary results of an autopsy raised questions about the treatment Netiporn received at the Central Correctional Hospital in the time leading up to her heart attack.

He said he and Netiporn's family were still waiting for her medical records and CCTV video from the ward where she was being treated.

The autopsy showed the causes of death were acute heart failure, abnormal mineral balance and an enlarged heart, the lawyer said. More laboratory tests are under way that could determine other contributing factors, including substandard medical care or negligence, he added.

The autopsy also found Netiporn's stomach was empty at the time of her death. The Department of Corrections had said earlier that she was eating normally in the weeks leading up to her death, after a prolonged hunger strike earlier.

Netiporn, whose bail had been revoked in connection with a lese-majeste charge, went into cardiac arrest at the prison hospital at 6.23am on Tuesday. Doctors there immediately began resuscitation attempts and arranged for her to be taken to Thammasat University Hospital. She arrived there at 9.30am and was pronounced dead at 11.22am.

In a related development, the Criminal Court once again denied bail for Natthanon "Frank" Chaimahabud and Tantawan "Tawan" Tuatulanon, two colleagues of Netiporn who have now been detained for 93 days, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights.

The court said there was no reason to change the original order after a lawyer applied for bail on Thursday morning, the group said. The court in the past has cited the lengthy sentence a sedition conviction carries, as well as concerns that the suspects could flee.

Ms Tantawan and Mr Natthanon face several charges, including sedition, arising from an incident on Feb 4 during a motorcade carrying Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn

The pair were arrested on Feb 13 and began a hunger strike the next day. They reportedly have begun taking some food, liquids and medications but remain weak. Mr Natthanon is in the Central Correctional Hospital while Ms Tantawan was transferred to Thammasat University Hospital on Wednesday.

Her lawyers said Ms Tantawan was on the same ward as Netiporn when the latter went into cardiac arrest, and was severely distressed by her friend's death, requiring specialised treatment at an outside hospital.

Meanwhile, a large crowd gathered at Wat Suthapot in Lat Krabang district on Thursday night for the first night of funeral prayers for Netiporn.

Many young activists raised three-finger salutes and sang songs as they mingled with politicians and other public figures who had come to console the family. Among them was Move Forward Party Leader Chaithawat Tulathon. The cremation will take place on Sunday.



	Related: Young activists demand transparent investigation
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                  Swedish Queen urges global effort to end child sexual abuse                

                Big tech companies also have a role to play in curbing online harm, monarch says in Bangkok
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                                Her Majesty Queen Silvia of Sweden has told a summit in Bangkok that communities need to openly address the issue of child sexual abuse in order to best combat it.
"Child sexual abuse is difficult and unpleasant to speak about. It is so for me, too. As a woman, as a mother and grandmother and as a Queen. But silence does not make it go away. Silence only helps perpetrators," she said at an event held at the at the UN Conference Centre on Thursday.

"Child sexual abuse happens everywhere and in every country of the world, every culture and every society.

"And if I do not speak up, we do not speak up, who will? To change something, awareness is first and necessary

The Swedish queen was speaking at the Child Protection Summit Bangkok 2024, held by the World Childhood Foundation and SafeguardKids Foundation.

Queen Silvia pointed out that in 2015, when the Sustainable Development Goals were adopted by the UN, governments of the world agreed that all forms of violence against children should be eliminated by 2030, yet there is still a long way to go.

For Thailand, she said that 2015 was a year of great progress, with the kingdom criminalising possession of child sexual abuse materials.

But new threats have arisen, such as online sexual abuse, she said.

As such, she said more should done with technology to protect children online, with parents also needing to be more proactive in this area.

"We need to show children we stand firmly on their side and show them we are ready to see, to risk and to believe in what they tell us. We also need to show the perpetrators that we see them and that they cannot hide," she said.

"We need to do this together. Child sexual abuse is a serious crime. We need policies and lawmakers to set the rules.

"Child sexual abuse is a borderless crime, and we need to collaborate internationally and learn from one another and support one another in the fight."

After the summit, Queen Silvia told the media more about her concerns.

She said experts had told her that computers should not be in children's bedrooms but elsewhere in the house where parents could monitor what their children are doing online.

She also hoped that Big Tech companies would play a more responsible role on the issue.

"I hope that the big companies who have responsibility, that they find a way to control it. I know that there is a lot of money involved, unfortunately," she said.

"But we have to find the way. We have to be good parents, but they have to be good companies too, and they have to take responsibility as well."

Queen Silvia founded the World Childhood Foundation in 1999 with a vision that all children have the right to a childhood free from sexual abuse and exploitation.
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                  US: Child labour issues in Thai shrimp industry resolved                

                Thai shrimp to be removed from list of products subject to additional procurement rules
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                                The United States is preparing to remove shrimp from Thailand from its annual list of goods produced by child labour or forced labour, according to Kenika Ounjit, a deputy spokesperson for the government.
Ms Kenika said the decision by the US Department of Labor (DOL) showed that the government was seriously addressing child labour issues to comply with international standards.

A statement from the US agency posted in the Federal Register on May 10 said that while children previously worked under forced labour conditions in the production of shrimp, "the trend appears to have been significantly reduced".

It said it based its conclusions on "recent, credible and corroborated information from various sources".

The move reflects the success of government policies and measures introduced by the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives to improve labour practices in the shrimp industry, Ms Kenika said.

The DOL placed shrimp from Thailand on its executive orders list back in 2009. The list is intended to ensure that US federal agencies do not procure goods made by forced or indentured child labour.

Under procurement regulations, federal contractors that supply products on the list must certify that they have made a good-faith effort to determine whether forced or indentured child labour was used to produce the items supplied.

As of July 13, 2022, the list comprised 34 products from 26 countries.

The DOL said its sources indicated that children in Thailand -- primarily migrant children -- were peeling shrimp in small, unregulated "shrimp sheds".

In more than a few isolated incidents, these children were engaged in forced child labour, it said.

Following international attention and action on labour exploitation in Thailand's seafood industry, the Thai government and other stakeholders made a series of concerted significant efforts to address child labour and forced child labour throughout the seafood industry, including in the shrimp peeling sector, it added.
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                  New skywalk would link 5 hospitals to BTS                

                City Hall seeking construction permission for project on Ratchawithi Road near Victory Monument
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                                The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) is moving to secure permission to build a skywalk linking the hospitals along Ratchawithi Road.
Bangkok deputy governor Wisanu Subsompon said the skywalk would link Rajavithi Hospital, Queen Sirikit National Institute of Child Health, the Institute of Dermatology, Phramongkutklao Hospital and the Hospital for Tropical Diseases to the BTS Skytrain system.

As the land on which the hospitals were built belongs to the Treasury Department, so the BMA must secure the department's approval before it can proceed, Mr Wisanu said.

The skywalk, which would start at Victory Monument and end at Rama VI Road, will require construction sites to be set up next to the hospitals, which will affect traffic flow in some areas.

"Once work is complete, people will be able to commute on the BTS to any of the hospitals on Ratchawithi Road without having to walk at street level, where there are many intersections and lots of traffic," Mr Wisanu said.

The Public Works Department is expected to finalise the design of the skywalk this year. The department and the Urban Design and Development Center recently held a public hearing on the skywalk and received positive feedback, he added.
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                  Thai rice prices at 3-month peak                

                Severe flooding in Brazil among factors pushing up global demand
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                                Export prices for Thai rice rose to a more than three-month peak this week, bolstered by thin supplies and strong demand, while rates for top exporter India remained steady due to lacklustre demand.
Thailand's 5% broken rice prices continued to climb, reaching $632 to $640 per tonne, compared with $600 a week earlier.

The increase is due to diminishing supplies, said a Bangkok-based trader, adding that there was strong demand from Indonesia and flood-hit Brazil.

The flooding of farmland and towns in southern Brazil has killed people, livestock, crippled infrastructure and is hampering shipping of grains to local processors and the Rio Grande port.

Domestic demand and activity were also bustling and new supply would come in July, said another Bangkok-based trader.

India's 5% broken parboiled variety was quoted at $531-$539 per tonne this week, unchanged from the last week.

"Indian prices are (more) competitive than other destinations but still demand is not picking up," said an exporter based in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh.

Meanwhile, 5% broken rice from Vietnam was offered at $585 to $590 per tonne on Thursday, up from $585 a week ago, traders said.

"Demand remains strong while domestic supplies are running low," a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City said, adding that the Indonesian state food procurement agency Bulog was seeking to buy more rice.

Traders said supplies would improve from June when the summer-autumn harvest begins.
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                  37m speed pills seized in 15 recent busts                

                Police say 42 arrests over two weeks also yielded nearly one tonne of crystal meth and other drugs
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                                Drug suppression police have arrested 42 suspects and seized more than 37 million speed pills, almost one tonne of crystal methamphetamine and other drugs in 15 major cases from April 29 to May 15.
Pol Lt Gen Samran Nuanma, an assistant national police chief, led a briefing on Thursday to detail the operations that led to the arrests and seizures at various locations across the country.

Authorities seized 37,286,000 speed pills, 942 kilogrammes of crystal meth, 80kg of heroin and 70kg of ketamine, he said. Also seized from the 42 suspects were 25 cars and pickup trucks and 3 motorcycles.

In the first case, a man and a woman were arrested after 11.95 million speed pills were found hidden in their pickup in Wang Noi district of Ayutthaya. The drugs had been smuggled from northeastern province of Nakhon Phanom. The suspects were identified only as Theeraphat and Nongnut.

In the second case, Narcotics Suppression Bureau (NSB) police and officers from other agencies arrested Sunate, the driver of a truck loaded with molasses, at a vehicle inspection checkpoint in Tha Sae district of Chumphon after 5 million speed pills wee found hidden in the truck. Another suspect, identified only as Disawat, who was driving a pickup to scout the route, was arrested in Lang Suan district of the southern province.

The drugs were being smuggled from the North to deliver to dealers in the South, said police.

In the third case, two men, identified only as Ramen and Natthaphol, were apprehended in Nakhon Sawan after 2.9 million speed pills and 150kg of crystal meth were found hidden inside their pickup. The drugs, smuggled from Mae Rim district of Chiang Mai, were destined for Saraburi.

In the fourth case, police arrested two men -- Jetsada and Surachate -- in Sri Satchanalai district of Sukhothai and seized 1.25 million speed pills found hidden inside their car. Another accomplice, identified only as Thotsaphon, was arrested at a drug checkpoint in the same district. The three were about to deliver the drugs to a client in the Central Plains.

In the fifth case, three men and three women were arrested at a vehicle inspection checkpoint in Chumphon after one million speed pills were found hidden inside their vehicle.

In the sixth case, three young women were arrested in Tak after 202,000 speed pills were found hidden in one of the two cars they were driving.

The remaining suspects and other drugs were seized in Nakhon Sawan, Ayutthaya, Chiang Mai and other central and northeastern provinces, said Pol Lt Gen Samran.
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                  Thai women fall to USA in Volleyball Nations League opener                

                Thais hope for good showing in tournament as they seek to stay in hunt for Olympic spot
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                                Thailand fell to United States in four sets in the opening match of the FIVB Volleyball Women's Nations League 2024 at the Maracanazinho stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Wednesday.
Besides their diversified offence, blocking was another key factor in the American victory as the Olympic champions outscored Thailand by 12-1 in that skill.

Opposite Pimpichaya Kokram was Thailand's leading scorer with 14 points (13 kills, one ace), followed by outside hitter Chatchu-On Moksri, who produced 13, all in kills.

"We were very excited to start our VNL campaign and to play the USA," said Pimpichaya. "They have very good blocking and today our passing wasn't as efficient and that made things harder for us. We will try to enjoy every match here because that's when we play better."

Opposite hitter Madisen Skinner, playing the first international match of her career, led the American offence with 20 points after registering 13 kills, four blocks and three aces.

Outside hitters Alexandra Frantti had 14 points while Madisen's older sister Avery scored 11.

The outcome of the Pool 2 match had little impact on the FIVB World Rankings, adding 0.8 points to the second-ranked United States and subtracting the same amount from 13th-ranked Thailand.

Guaranteed a place in the top eight of the tournament as the host of the 2024 Finals from June 20-23 in Bangkok, Thailand are aiming to produce their best result in the tournament this year.

They are still involved in the race to qualify for the Olympics in Paris, and will need good results in the first weeks of action to keep their dream alive.

The five remaining Olympic places will be decided using the FIVB rankings as of June 2024, prioritising countries from continents that do not yet have qualified teams in the Olympic tournament.

Thailand, coached by Nataphon Srisamutnak, will play their second game against world champions Serbia. The match will begin at midnight Friday night Thailand time.
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                  Cannabis backers urge minister not to turn back clock                

                Advocates say proper legislation can regulate use without recriminalising 'people's plant'
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                                Dozens of cannabis advocates urged the government on Thursday to abandon its plans to relist marijuana as an illegal narcotic, a week after it announced a dramatic policy U-turn just two years after decriminalising it.
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin is pushing to allow cannabis use only for medical purposes, promising a tough stand on illicit drugs that he said were causing addiction and destroying the future of young people.

Pro-cannabis groups met with Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin on Thursday and urged him to rethink the policy reversal.

"Even as medical use, don't bring the people's plant into the system. It has been our recipe for hundreds of years. When you need licences there is corruption," said Prasitchai Nunual, secretary-general of Thailand's Cannabis Future Network.

The country first legalised cannabis for research and medical use in 2018. In June 2022 the government of Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha removed the plant from the national narcotics list, allowing people to grow, sell and consume cannabis.

That led to an explosion of recreational use, with thousands of cannabis cafes and dispensaries popping up nationwide, especially in tourist hotspots, in an industry projected to be worth up to $1.2 billion by 2025.

Critics say liberalisation was rushed by the previous government, with no cannabis bill drafted or clear rules in place, which led to widespread public confusion and misuse.

Thailand has a long tradition of using marijuana to relieve pain and fatigue, with use also in traditional medicine and recipes. Mr Somsak told the group that cannabis should be used only for medical purposes.

Mr Somsak's predecessor as minister, Dr Cholnan Srikaew, had been pushing for tough legislation to curb the recreational use of cannabis. He had prepared a bill that would clearly spell out approved medicinal uses of the plant, as well as what forms of consumption would be banned.

But many cannabis businesses say the problem is not recreational use of cannabis, but the haze surrounding rules or regulations.

"There is nothing more reasonable than a comprehensive Cannabis Act, which already addresses the safety concerns like use among children and controlled growth," activist and cannabis retailer Chokwan "Kitty" Chopaka said.

"We do not support a wild west of marijuana in Thailand, but policy that backs farmers, retailers and medical users."


	Editorial: Control weed, don't kill it
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        Lawyer says activist's autopsy raises questions
        Detained activist Netiporn Sanesangkhom had no vital signs when she reached Thammasat University Hospital, where she was pronounced dead on Tuesday, lawyer Kritsadang Nutcharat said on Thursday.

      

      
        Cannabis backers urge minister not to turn back clock
        Dozens of cannabis advocates urged the government on Thursday to abandon its plans to relist marijuana as an illegal narcotic, a week after it announced a dramatic policy U-turn just two years after decriminalising it.

      

      
        Activists demand quick probe into jailed peer's death
        Young political activists have asked the government to quickly and transparently investigate the death in custody of their colleague Netiporn "Boong" Sanesangkhom and release political detainees.

      

      
        Pichai: Financial access more worrying than interest rates
        The government is more worried about financial access than interest rates, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Thursday.

      

      
        Going against the grain
        The government's plan to sell old rice stored in warehouses for a decade in northeastern Thailand stunned some onlookers, leading to concerns about the adverse impact on public health.

      

      
        Wage hike erodes April sentiment
        The Thai Industries Sentiment Index (TISI) fell to 90.3 points in April, down from 92.4 points in March, with the planned daily minimum wage hike among the factors dealing a blow to business confidence, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).

      

      
        A big boost for women's game
        The first edition of the Women's Club World Cup has been proposed to start during January-February 2026 and the 16-team tournament will be held every four years, world football governing body Fifa said on Wednesday.

      

      
        Suspect admits to murdering Korean man
        A Korean suspect has admitted to murdering a compatriot, whose body was found in Chon Buri on Saturday, according to a report from South Korean authorities.

      

      
        Slowdown weighs on current account
        Thailand's waning appeal in terms of attracting foreign direct investment (FDI), an uneven tourism recovery and the currency outlook are pressuring the country's current account surplus, which is still below the pre-pandemic level, says BMI, a Fitch Solutions company.

      

      
        PM wants answers about activist's death
        Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Wednesday expressed his deep sorrow for the death of political activist Netiporn "Boong" Sanesangkhom, and vowed to ensure transparency and justice.
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                  Lawyer says activist's autopsy raises questions                

                Motorcade protest duo denied bail again, two days after colleague's death
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                          Netiporn "Boong" Sanesangkhom, 28, was a core member of the Thalu Wang protest group. She died on Tuesday after suffering a heart attack in a prison hospital. (Photo: Thai Lawyers for Human Rights)                        

                                          

                  

                                Detained activist Netiporn Sanesangkhom had no vital signs when she reached Thammasat University Hospital, where she was pronounced dead on Tuesday, lawyer Kritsadang Nutcharat said on Thursday.
Mr Kritsadang also said preliminary results of an autopsy raised questions about the treatment Netiporn received at the Central Correctional Hospital in the time leading up to her heart attack.

He said he and Netiporn's family were still waiting for her medical records and CCTV video from the ward where she was being treated.

The autopsy showed the causes of death were acute heart failure, abnormal mineral balance and an enlarged heart, the lawyer said. More laboratory tests are under way that could determine other contributing factors, including substandard medical care or negligence, he added.

The autopsy also found Netiporn's stomach was empty at the time of her death. The Department of Corrections had said earlier that she was eating normally in the weeks leading up to her death, after a prolonged hunger strike earlier.

Netiporn, whose bail had been revoked in connection with a lese-majeste charge, went into cardiac arrest at the prison hospital at 6.23am on Tuesday. Doctors there immediately began resuscitation attempts and arranged for her to be taken to Thammasat University Hospital. She arrived there at 9.30am and was pronounced dead at 11.22am.

In a related development, the Criminal Court once again denied bail for Natthanon "Frank" Chaimahabud and Tantawan "Tawan" Tuatulanon, two colleagues of Netiporn who have now been detained for 93 days, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights.

The court said there was no reason to change the original order after a lawyer applied for bail on Thursday morning, the group said. The court in the past has cited the lengthy sentence a sedition conviction carries, as well as concerns that the suspects could flee.

Ms Tantawan and Mr Natthanon face several charges, including sedition, arising from an incident on Feb 4 during a motorcade carrying Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn

The pair were arrested on Feb 13 and began a hunger strike the next day. They reportedly have begun taking some food, liquids and medications but remain weak. Mr Natthanon is in the Central Correctional Hospital while Ms Tantawan was transferred to Thammasat University Hospital on Wednesday.

Her lawyers said Ms Tantawan was on the same ward as Netiporn when the latter went into cardiac arrest, and was severely distressed by her friend's death, requiring specialised treatment at an outside hospital.

Meanwhile, a large crowd gathered at Wat Suthapot in Lat Krabang district on Thursday night for the first night of funeral prayers for Netiporn.

Many young activists raised three-finger salutes and sang songs as they mingled with politicians and other public figures who had come to console the family. Among them was Move Forward Party Leader Chaithawat Tulathon. The cremation will take place on Sunday.
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                  Cannabis backers urge minister not to turn back clock                

                Advocates say proper legislation can regulate use without recriminalising 'people's plant'
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                                Dozens of cannabis advocates urged the government on Thursday to abandon its plans to relist marijuana as an illegal narcotic, a week after it announced a dramatic policy U-turn just two years after decriminalising it.
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin is pushing to allow cannabis use only for medical purposes, promising a tough stand on illicit drugs that he said were causing addiction and destroying the future of young people.

Pro-cannabis groups met with Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin on Thursday and urged him to rethink the policy reversal.

"Even as medical use, don't bring the people's plant into the system. It has been our recipe for hundreds of years. When you need licences there is corruption," said Prasitchai Nunual, secretary-general of Thailand's Cannabis Future Network.

The country first legalised cannabis for research and medical use in 2018. In June 2022 the government of Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha removed the plant from the national narcotics list, allowing people to grow, sell and consume cannabis.

That led to an explosion of recreational use, with thousands of cannabis cafes and dispensaries popping up nationwide, especially in tourist hotspots, in an industry projected to be worth up to $1.2 billion by 2025.

Critics say liberalisation was rushed by the previous government, with no cannabis bill drafted or clear rules in place, which led to widespread public confusion and misuse.

Thailand has a long tradition of using marijuana to relieve pain and fatigue, with use also in traditional medicine and recipes. Mr Somsak told the group that cannabis should be used only for medical purposes.

Mr Somsak's predecessor as minister, Dr Cholnan Srikaew, had been pushing for tough legislation to curb the recreational use of cannabis. He had prepared a bill that would clearly spell out approved medicinal uses of the plant, as well as what forms of consumption would be banned.

But many cannabis businesses say the problem is not recreational use of cannabis, but the haze surrounding rules or regulations.

"There is nothing more reasonable than a comprehensive Cannabis Act, which already addresses the safety concerns like use among children and controlled growth," activist and cannabis retailer Chokwan "Kitty" Chopaka said.

"We do not support a wild west of marijuana in Thailand, but policy that backs farmers, retailers and medical users."
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                  Activists demand quick probe into jailed peer's death                

                Young protesters also seek release of political detainees and speedy passage of amnesty law
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                                Young political activists have asked the government to quickly and transparently investigate the death in custody of their colleague Netiporn "Boong" Sanesangkhom and release political detainees.
The Thalufah (Through the Sky) group members including Panusaya "Rung" Sithijirawattanakul and Patsaravalee "Mild" Tanakitvibulpon filed their request at the Government House complaint centre on Thursday.

They asked authorities to conduct a quick and clear investigation into the death of Netiporn, release political detainees on bail, postpone the arrest of political suspects pending an amnesty law, and speed up amnesty legislation which must cover people in political cases.

Lawmakers studying proposals for an amnesty law are still deciding whether it should include people convicted under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the lese-majeste law.

Ms Panusaya is facing 25 charges, including multiple lese-majeste accusations, for her role in the youth-led protests that began in 2020 against the military-linked government of Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha. She said she was saddened that Netiporn had died during the tenure of a civilian government under Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin.

Mr Srettha, speaking on Wednesday before departing on a business mission to France, said he had ordered the Justice Ministry to investigate the circumstances surrounding Netiporn's death.

Ms Panusaya also demanded that officials concerned elaborate on attempts to resuscitate Netiporn, adding that she was uncertain if the Department of Corrections (DoC) would release CCTV video of what happened in the prison hospital on Tuesday morning.

According to the department, Netiporn suffered a heart attack at the Central Correctional Hospital just after 6am on Tuesday. Despite resuscitation attempts and emergency care at Thammasat University Hospital, she was pronounced dead at 11.22am.

Receiving the activists' request, Somkid Chueakong, deputy secretary-general to the prime minister, said the government was concerned about the death and that he would tell the activists next week how it plans to respond.

Lawyer Kunthika Nutcharus of Thai Lawyers for Human Rights, writing on X, said on Thursday that the Central Correctional Hospital had not yet provided Netiporn's medical records to the group.

She said requesting medical records is a standard procedure and questioned why it is taking the hospital so long to release them.

The DoC has said that prior to Tuesday, the prisoner had been eating since early April but had been refusing to take minerals and vitamins. Consequently, it said, she was weakened by the effects of the hunger strike that she began in late January, when she was detained after her bail was revoked in connection with a charge of lese-majeste.

Netiporn's death has received widespread international media coverage, but the government has stressed that the actual cause has not yet been established. An autopsy was conducted on Wednesday at Thammasat University Hospital and results would take about seven days, said Nikorndej Balankura, a Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman.

In another development, the Facebook page of jailed human rights lawyer Arnon Nampa quoted him as reporting that several prisoners had shaved their heads as a gesture of solidarity following Netiporn's passing.

Arnon has been convicted of two lese-majeste offences, with sentences totalling eight years, and is awaiting trial on 12 more charges. The father of two has repeatedly been denied bail since he was first sentenced on Sept 26 last year.

Netiporn's family, meanwhile, brought her body from Thammasat University Hospital on Thursday morning to Wat Suthapot in Lat Krabang district, where prayers will continue through Saturday, with cremation on Sunday.
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                Finance minister says economic restructuring discussed in two-hour talk with central bank chief
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                                The government is more worried about financial access than interest rates, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Thursday.
Access to lending and liquidity for retail borrowers and small businesses are more important than the level of the interest rate, Mr Pichai told reporters after his first meeting with Bank of Thailand Governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput since his appointment as finance minister last month.

The country's financial institutions are strong and they have the scope to ease rules for various "sensitive groups" of borrowers, he said.

"What the government is concerned is about access to lending," said Mr Pichai, a former chairman of the Stock Exchange of Thailand. "The first thing people want today is access to lending. If they need to choose between a lower rate by half a percentage point and access to lending, they will choose access."

He made the comments after spending some two hours talking with Mr Sethaput about ways to coordinate fiscal and monetary policies.

He said the meeting helped the two understand each other's position better. "We speak the same language and we have no problems. We had a good discussion today."

The meeting came amid a long-running public disagreement between the government and the central bank over interest rates

The central bank will review its current inflation rate target of 1% to 3% and it was free to decide on key rates, Mr Pichai said.

"The policy rate is something people outside Thailand are looking at," he said. "We will not touch this issue as it involves many factors," the minister said, adding that BoT would use its tools to analyse the inflation trend and how to manage it within the target agreed between the central bank and the Ministry of Finance.

Consumer price inflation rose 0.2% in April, the first increase after seven months of contraction. The government had argued that the central bank could no longer justify using inflation risk as a reason to leave interest rates unchanged.

High interest rates and near-record household debt levels have contributed to an uptick in non-performing loans, prompting lenders to be more cautious in granting fresh loans. Tighter lending rules for automobile and other consumer durable purchases have led to a cooling in private consumption, central bank data show. 

Mr Pichai said he also discussed economic restructuring with the central bank governor, adding that the two would speak more often.

For months, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has pushed for an interest rate cut, saying it would help the economy. The central bank has not bowed to the pressure, holding its key rate at a more than decade-high of 2.50%. The next rate review is on June 12.

Mr Sethaput has argued that cutting interest rates would not do much to fix the economy, which in his view needs fundamental reforms.

Mr Pichai, who was appointed finance minister last month, has downplayed the disagreement, saying last week there would be no attempt to replace the central bank governor or weaken its independence.

The minister said he and the central bank governor did not discuss the government's 500-billion-baht digital wallet plan or other fiscal policies.

Mr Sethaput and many other economists have been critical of the digital wallet plan. They say giving away 10,000 baht to 50 million people to spend in their communities might give the economy a short-term boost but would not do much beyond that.

Thailand's economy is estimated to have expanded by just 0.7% in the first quarter, according to a Bloomberg survey, making it the slowest pace in the region where peers are on a pace of 4% plus growth.

Official figures are scheduled to be released on Monday by the National Economic and Social Development Council.
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                  Going against the grain                

                EXPLAINER: The government's plan to sell old rice from the Yingluck pledging scheme has caused concerns over the adverse impact on public health and Thailand's global reputation
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                                The government's plan to sell old rice stored in warehouses for a decade in northeastern Thailand stunned some onlookers, leading to concerns about the adverse impact on public health.
Earlier this month Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, along with representatives of private and public organisations, rice surveyors, rice exporters and reporters, visited two rice warehouses in Surin province to sample grain stored there for more than a decade to test the quality and whether it is edible.

The grains were stored as part of the rice pledging scheme initiated by the Yingluck Shinawatra government.

The rice warehouses they visited were the Kittichai in Prasat district and the Poolphol Trading Co in Muang district.

The two warehouses hold around 146,000 sacks weighing more than 15,000 tonnes.

Q: Why is the proposed sale of old rice noteworthy?

Analysts and activists challenged Mr Phumtham and warned of the potential health impact from consuming old rice that may contain aflatoxins and chemical contamination, which could lead to cancer.

Academics cited cases in Japan in which rice was stored for up to three years provided it is vacuum-sealed against humidity and kept at a  controlled temperature of 13degC,  which was not the case in the  Thai warehouses.

The commerce minister said the rice at both warehouses had been carefully preserved and was frequently fumigated using methyl bromide, while the warehouses themselves were completely sealed to prevent birds and rainwater from getting inside.

Opponents of the sale of the decade-old rice cited a study by a Japanese researcher that showed traces of a fumigant such as methyl bromide could still be present in the rice as a bromide ion after repeated washing, meaning it would be hazardous to people's health.

Critics argue this process cannot guarantee the quality or safety of the rice, even if it appears to be in "good condition" because it has been through cycles of fumigation for over a decade.

If the rice requires fumigation every two months, this means the rice has been through 60 fumigation cycles.

In addition, warehouses are distributed all over the country and rice inspection is carried out randomly. As a result, retail traders have noticed old rice mixed with new rice in certain products.

Mr Phumtham said the government will send samples of the old rice for lab tests by an independent body to ensure its safety.

Q: Will the planned sale affect confidence in Thai rice?

If tests find traces of aflatoxins, some academics have urged the government to scrap the export scheme to Africa because it would pose a public health threat and undermine the country's reputation in the global market.

The scholars suggested the rice is unsafe for consumption by humans or animals, and should be used to produce alcohol instead.

Q: Is there a political motive behind the rice sale?

Some critics are arguing the planned rice auction is a political ploy to help secure Yingluck's return by showing that grains from the scheme are safe and can earn money.

The Yingluck rice pledging scheme ran from 2011 to 2014 and was the largest rice market intervention in Thai history.

Yingluck fled the country in 2017 just before the Supreme Court sentenced her to five years in prison for failing to stop fake and corruption-plagued government-to-government sales of rice as part of the pledging scheme.

Q: When will the rice auction take place?

Krishnaraksa Jaidee, acting president of the Public Warehouse Organization, said the agency planned auctions of the pledged rice between the end of May and the beginning of June.

The Kittichai warehouse received 258,106 sacks of rice weighing 26,094 tonnes under the scheme on Jan 3,  2014 (with 11,656 tonnes remaining), while Poolphol Trading Co received 94,637 sacks weighing 9,567 tonnes on March 14, 2014 (with 3,356 tonnes remaining).

The stored rice could fetch 18 baht per kilogramme if sold.

Q: What are the auction procedures?

The auction process starts with drafting the terms of reference (TOR), checking the qualifications of bidders and extending invitations to entrepreneurs to bid on the rice. The winner must sign the contract within 15 days.

Mr Phumtham said the bidding is expected to generate revenue of around 270 million baht and reduce storage costs, which are as high as 380,000 baht per month.

Q: What was the estimated damage caused by the rice pledging scheme?

The scheme under the Yingluck administration is alleged to have cost taxpayers more than 500 billion baht, as the rice was purchased at about 50% above the market price.

After the scheme ended in May 2014, there was roughly 18.6 million tonnes of rice remaining.

On Sept 10, 2018, the Prayut administration was able to sell 17.8 million tonnes or 95.7%, generating revenue of 146 billion baht.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2793864/going-against-the-grain



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Wage hike erodes April sentiment                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Workers peel the shells off shrimp at a factory in Samut Sakhon. Mr Kriengkrai called on the government to keep its daily minimum wage policy in line with the tripartite wage committee. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
                                              
                          Workers peel the shells off shrimp at a factory in Samut Sakhon. Mr Kriengkrai called on the government to keep its daily minimum wage policy in line with the tripartite wage committee. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)                        

                                          

                  

                                The Thai Industries Sentiment Index (TISI) fell to 90.3 points in April, down from 92.4 points in March, with the planned daily minimum wage hike among the factors dealing a blow to business confidence, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
Entrepreneurs were not only concerned about lower sales and production, but also the government's wage increase, a rise in domestic diesel prices and expensive raw materials.

"If the daily minimum wage increases to 400 baht, it will impact all businesses. Rising diesel prices will further strain operating and logistics costs," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

Last month, the cabinet decided to allow the retail diesel price to increase from 30 baht a litre to 33 baht a litre, effective from April 20 to July 31, following the expiry of the diesel excise tax cut of one baht a litre on April 19.

On May 14, the cabinet resolved to acknowledge the Labour Ministry's proposal to increase the daily minimum wage to 400 baht nationwide, scheduled for September or October. The hike remains uncertain as the tripartite wage committee has yet to reach a final conclusion.

The nationwide daily minimum wage rose on Jan 1, 2024, with the new rates varying between provinces, ranging from 330 to 370 baht.

The increases ranged from 2 to 16 baht, averaging 2.37%.

The committee, comprising representatives from the government, employers and employees, later approved an increase to 400 baht for tourism-related businesses and four-star hotels with at least 50 employees in 10 provinces, taking effect on April 13.

The current wage, combined with higher energy and raw material prices, has already affected businesses, said the FTI.

Factories with labour-intensive manufacturing reported higher operating costs by up to 20%, while companies that employ fewer workers recorded cost increases of 5-7%, according to the federation.

Heavy industries such as cement, steel, iron and glass reported costs soaring by 30-40% following the wage hike.

Mr Kriengkrai called on the government to keep its daily minimum wage policy in line with the tripartite wage committee. He said the new wage increase of 400 baht a day should not be applied to all provinces, suggesting higher pay be determined by skills.

The April TISI was based on a survey of 1,268 entrepreneurs from 46 industries under the FTI. The global economy was the top concern, gaining votes from 79.4% of respondents, followed by oil prices (56.6%), the domestic economy (56.4%) and domestic politics (40.2%).
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                                The first edition of the Women's Club World Cup has been proposed to start during January-February 2026 and the 16-team tournament will be held every four years, world football governing body Fifa said on Wednesday.
A number of important decisions were taken at a Council meeting of Fifa in Bangkok.

Football Association of Thailand president Nualphan Lamsam joined the meeting, which was presided over by Fifa chief Gianni Infantino, and delivered a welcome speech.

Over 3,000 representatives from the 211 Fifa member countries and heads of the continental federations are in Bangkok for Friday's Congress at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center.

The Thai government hosted a reception for the visiting officials at the Government House Wednesday evening.

Infantino had in May 2021 revealed Fifa's plans to introduce the Women's Club World Cup as part of a plan to "revolutionise" the female game.

The Women's Club World Cup would likely allow top European teams from the Uefa Women's Champions League to face clubs from the United States' National Women's Soccer League, as well as sides from countries where the women's game is less developed.

Fifa also approved a new calendar with a focus on providing more opportunities for rest and recovery for players and coaches.

"The Women's International Match Calendar and the subsequent amendments to our regulations represent an important milestone in our pledge to take the women's game to the next level by enhancing competitiveness across the world," Infantino said.

"This calendar is such a critical tool to ensure we continue to drive global professionalisation of women's football," said Fifa Chief Women's Football Officer, Dame Sarai Bareman.

"In many parts of the world, international football provides crucial top-flight playing opportunities for female players, and this is particularly the case in nations where domestic leagues are not yet fully professional.

"This calendar strikes a balance to enable the domestic and international games to grow side by side, while at the same time ensuring players will have more opportunities to rest, recover, and re-train between windows and following major tournaments."

In addition, the Fifa Council formally appointed Mattias Grafstrom as the Fifa Secretary General.

"Football is my passion since I was born. I started playing it as a child and worked in football all my life at all different levels. There are therefore no words to express my feelings as I accept with pride and with a great sense of responsibility, the biggest challenge of my professional life," Grafstrom said. Agencies/bangkok post
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                                A Korean suspect has admitted to murdering a compatriot, whose body was found in Chon Buri on Saturday, according to a report from South Korean authorities.
It said he and two other suspects had strangled the victim before stuffing him into a concrete-filled barrel while on the way to Pattaya in Bang Lamung district.

A police source said an investigation team at Khlong Tan police station received the investigation results on the suspect in the murder of Roh Eui-jong, 34, from South Korean police on Wednesday.

Roh's body was found at the weekend in a plastic barrel that was dumped in Map Prachan reservoir in Bang Lamung district.

Two of the three suspects have been arrested so far. One was arrested in Phnom Penh in Cambodia on Tuesday, while the other was arrested in South Korea's Gyeongnam province on Sunday. The other, identified as Kim Hyung-won, is thought to have fled to the Myanmar border, said the source.

According to the South Korean police, the suspect, whose identity was withheld, has admitted to the killing.

This suspect claimed he befriended Roh at an entertainment venue in the RCA area.

He admitted drugging Roh with a sleeping pill before bundling his unconscious victim into the suspects' car. Roh regained consciousness on the way to Pattaya and a struggle ensued during which he was strangled to death, according to the report.

The trio took Roh's body to a house in the Rom Klao area in Bangkok, where they stuffed him in a barrel before dumping it in the Map Prachan reservoir.

After the report was received, Khlong Tan police seized the car for a forensic examination. The results are expected in a few days, said the source.

The Southern Bangkok Criminal Court issued arrest warrants for the trio on Wednesday for murder, body concealment, illicit confinement, and theft.
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                                Thailand's waning appeal in terms of attracting foreign direct investment (FDI), an uneven tourism recovery and the currency outlook are pressuring the country's current account surplus, which is still below the pre-pandemic level, says BMI, a Fitch Solutions company.
Thailand, once a magnet for foreign capital, now has to contend with escalating regional competition.

India and Vietnam have emerged as the major recipients of a shift in investment currents, BMI said in its research.

In stark contrast, Thailand is trailing, unable to keep pace with its peers because of several factors such as demographic challenges and an unstable political landscape.

The country's ageing population does not bode well for its labour market dynamics, while the political climate has been marred by instability, deterring potential investors seeking a predictable and stable environment for their capital, said the London-based research firm.

The impact of these impediments is evident in the data. FDI inflows as a share of GDP declined from a peak of 6.9% in 2013 to just 2.8% last year, BMI said.

Foreign tourist arrivals and the revenue they generate have diverged from the levels of recent years, with fewer Chinese visitors, who tend to spend lavishly while travelling, as the economic downturn in China may have reduced their spending power overseas, noted the research house.

This trend poses a significant challenge for Thailand, as spending by Chinese tourists once made up a large part of the country's tourism income.

"We believe tourism revenue may fall short of expectations, despite a potential increase in foreign arrival numbers," BMI noted.

"We do not think tourism revenue growth will return to trend anytime soon."

The research house said the US economy is on track to exceed expectations, while the outlook for Southeast Asia is projected to improve this year, benefiting Thai exports as the US and Southeast Asia combined account for about 40% of Thai shipments.

However, an uptick in export performance would not alleviate the lacklustre tourism recovery, BMI said.

The firm estimates Thailand will run a wider current account surplus of 2.9% of GDP in 2024, compared with its previous forecast of 2.6%.

"This will be just shy of the pre-Covid size. From 2015 to 2019, it recorded an average of 8% of GDP," said BMI, adding a major concern is the country's debt, which has soared to unprecedented levels.

"Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has emphasised attracting foreign investors to the country. If he were to succeed, FDI inflows could pick up in coming years, lending some support to the currency. A recovery in tourism receipts would also widen the current account surplus," noted the research house.
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                  PM wants answers about activist's death                

                Srettha says justice minister will look into treatment of political detainees; corrections officials in hot seat
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                                Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Wednesday expressed his deep sorrow for the death of political activist Netiporn "Boong" Sanesangkhom, and vowed to ensure transparency and justice.
Mr Srettha extended his condolences to the family of the 28-year-old activist and said he had ordered the Justice Ministry to investigate the circumstances surrounding her death.

Her passing on Tuesday has raised questions about the treatment of detainees by the Department of Corrections (DoC) in comparison with that of paroled former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

It has also reignited calls for justice reform and drawn attention to two other political activists -- Tantawan "Tawan" Tuatulanon and Natthanon "Frank" Chaimahabud -- who have also been staging a hunger strike for bail rights and the release of political detainees.

Tantawan was in the same prison hospital ward as Netiporn when the latter suffered the cardiac arrest that led to her death. Prison authorities transferred Tantawan to Thammasat University Hospital on Wednesday afternoon for treatment of stress and depression from the events of the previous day.

According to the Department of Corrections, Netiporn suffered a heart attack at the Central Correctional Hospital just after 6am on Tuesday. Despite resuscitation attempts and emergency care at Thammasat University Hospital, she was pronounced dead at 11.22am.

Netiporn, who went on a hunger strike on Jan 27 to protest against the detention of political activists, had started eating and drinking normally in early April, according to corrections officials.

But she was suffering from weakness and slightly swollen legs due to pre-existing anaemia and vitamin and mineral deficiencies, which worsened with her hunger strike. She continued to refuse to take supplements and medication to treat these conditions, the DoC said.

Netiporn, a leader of the Thalu Wang protest group, is the first activist to die in custody since the outbreak of youth-led protests in 2020 calling for reform of the monarchy.

She was among 272 people who have been charged with royal defamation under Section 112 of the Criminal Code since 2020, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR).

Asked about growing calls for the release of other young activists, Mr Srettha said Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong had heard the demand and was expected to discuss it with agencies in the justice system.

Double standards

Former red-shirt leader Jatuporn Prompan on Wednesday blamed Netiporn's death on double standards, noting the discrepancy between the treatment of Netiporn and Thaksin.

The young activist was resolute in her hunger protest and should have been placed under close supervision, he said, noting her case was in stark contrast to that of Thaksin.

The billionaire ex-premier never spent a single night behind bars after his conviction last August for abuse of power and conflict of interest while in office from 2001-06. He was transferred to the Police General Hospital within hours of arriving at prison. He then spent the next six months in a VIP ward on the hospital's 14th floor before being granted parole.

Mr Jatuporn observed that the department was quick to use its judgement to transfer the former prime minister to the Police General Hospital on the first night of his detention.

He said the Pheu Thai Party also highlighted suspects' rights to be granted bail during the election campaign last year but failed to take action after assuming power.

"Had Boong received similar care and treatment the way Thaksin did, she would have lived," he said.

The Srettha administration should be held responsible for Netiporn's death due to the inequality in treatment, he said, adding that if the government failed to address the issue, it would deepen conflict and divisions.

Thalu Wang posted a notice on its Facebook page that prayers for Netiporn and cremation would take place from Thursday through Sunday at Wat Suthapot in Lat Krabang district. (Story continues below)

[image: ]
Netiporn Sanesangkhom (centre, holding laptop) poses for photographs with members of the Bad Student group during a protest against the government in Bangkok on Sept 19, 2020. Netiporn died in custody on Tuesday after she had been on a partial hunger strike during her pre-trial detention on charges including insulting the monarchy. (Reuters File Photo)



Lawyer has questions

Krisadang Nutcharus, a lawyer with TLHR, on Wednesday questioned the handling of his former client's case when he arrived at Thammasat University Hospital to observe the post-mortem examination.

He asked if Netiporn was properly cared for while she was being detained and if the Central Correctional Hospital was capable of providing care to patients.

"I'm calling on the justice minister to investigate. Death is a normal aspect of life but if it can be prevented, it reflects [double] standards on the government's part," he said.

The National Human Rights Commission also called for an investigation to ensure transparency and urged the relevant state agencies to step up efforts to prevent the recurrence of such a tragedy.

The DoC, meanwhile, defended its handling of Netiporn, saying she had been closely monitored and cared for by medical staff. A committee would investigate the circumstances surrounding her death, and details of the autopsy would be provided, it said.

She started to take some soft food in early April but refused to take vitamins and minerals, although she was not in a critical condition prior to her death, officials said at a press conference on Wednesday.

"Her vital signs were normal, everything was normal until the emergency," said Pongpak Areeyapinan, director of the prison hospital.

Complete results of the autopsy are not expected for four to six weeks.

'Wake-up call'

The death of Netiporn, a judge's daughter and former tutor, has made headlines around the world. Amnesty International said it was a "wake-up call" for Thai authorities to examine their policies.

"This is a shocking reminder that Thai authorities are harshly denying pro-democracy activists their freedom in an apparent bid to silence the peaceful expression of dissent," said Piyanut Kotsan, director of Amnesty International Thailand. "Many are currently detained, with their right to temporary release on bail denied."

According to TLHR, since the beginning of 2024, bail requests for 27 political activists in pre-trial detention, including 17 charged with lese majeste, have been rejected by the courts.


	Editorial: Hunger strike tragedy
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                  Dow index tops 40,000 for first time                

                US stock rally continues on solid earnings and rate-cut optimism
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                                NEW YORK - The Dow Jones Industrial Average breached the 40,000-point level for the first time ever on Thursday, its fastest 10,000-point climb, powered by strong quarterly results and rising bets of interest-rate cuts by the Federal Reserve.
The blue-chip index surpassed its previous record high of 39,935.04, hit on Wednesday, and has recovered nearly 40% from its October 2022 lows. At 10.40am New York Time, the Dow was up 0.2%, at 39,992.67.

"Breaking the 40,000 barrier is a big psychological boost for the bulls as round numbers hold special significance in people's hearts and minds," said Chris Zaccarelli, chief investment officer for Independent Advisor Alliance.

"We are in a bull market and people are showing some irrational exuberance (meme stocks) and dismissing bad news (slowing retail sales) and focusing on good news (slightly slowing inflation)."

US stock markets have climbed since the start of the year, as investors bet on an AI-led rally, robust earnings and hopes that the central bank will ease monetary policy this year.

All three major US indices hit fresh intraday record highs on the day.

Of the 30 companies on the Dow, American Express and the retail giant Amazon.com are among the biggest percentage gainers so far this year, up 29% and 22%, respectively.

The chipmaker Intel, which trails other players in the surging market for AI components, is down 37% since the start of year, making it the Dow's worst performer in 2024.

For the Dow, the journey to 40,000 from the 30,000-mark took a little more than three years, a faster climb than the previous 10,000-point clamber, at less than four years.

It took nearly two decades for it to move from the 10,000-mark to 20,000. The index, which dates to 1896, first touched 10,000 in March 1999.
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                  Thai rice prices at 3-month peak                

                Severe flooding in Brazil among factors pushing up global demand
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                                Export prices for Thai rice rose to a more than three-month peak this week, bolstered by thin supplies and strong demand, while rates for top exporter India remained steady due to lacklustre demand.
Thailand's 5% broken rice prices continued to climb, reaching $632 to $640 per tonne, compared with $600 a week earlier.

The increase is due to diminishing supplies, said a Bangkok-based trader, adding that there was strong demand from Indonesia and flood-hit Brazil.

The flooding of farmland and towns in southern Brazil has killed people, livestock, crippled infrastructure and is hampering shipping of grains to local processors and the Rio Grande port.

Domestic demand and activity were also bustling and new supply would come in July, said another Bangkok-based trader.

India's 5% broken parboiled variety was quoted at $531-$539 per tonne this week, unchanged from the last week.

"Indian prices are (more) competitive than other destinations but still demand is not picking up," said an exporter based in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh.

Meanwhile, 5% broken rice from Vietnam was offered at $585 to $590 per tonne on Thursday, up from $585 a week ago, traders said.

"Demand remains strong while domestic supplies are running low," a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City said, adding that the Indonesian state food procurement agency Bulog was seeking to buy more rice.

Traders said supplies would improve from June when the summer-autumn harvest begins.
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                  Toyota testing EV pickup ahead of production in Thailand                

                Japanese giant's hybrids popular with drivers but it trails Chinese rivals in battery-EV market
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                                Toyota Motor is testing its new battery-electric Hilux pickup truck to assess its performance in different conditions as the carmaker prepares to manufacture the vehicle in Thailand by the end of 2025, an executive said on Thursday.
Pickup trucks make up more than half of all vehicle sales in Thailand. For Toyota it is a critical market that has been flooded by a wave of Chinese electric vehicle makers

"Our intention is to be producing the Hilux BEV here," Pras Ganesh, executive vice-president of Toyota Motor Asia, told Reuters on the sidelines of the Future Mobility Asia summit at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center in Bangkok, referring to the battery-electric vehicle.

Mr Ganesh declined to provide details on pricing or production volume for the Hilux BEV, which will be Toyota's first EV pickup truck offering.

Rival Japanese automaker Isuzu Motors also plans to manufacture its electric D-Max pickup truck in Thailand, the Thai government said in March.

The vehicle will be primarily aimed at the Thai domestic market, but Mr Ganesh said Toyota would also consider exporting the Hilux BEV.

Toyota is testing the Hilux BEV for multiple use cases in varying road and temperature conditions.

Last month the company launched a pilot project in Pattaya with nine fully electric Hilux Revo pickups, which have been modified into songtaews for public transport.

"The more range I have to put on it, the more battery I have to put on it, which means the weight of the vehicle also becomes significantly heavier, which means the loading can be much less," he said. "So 'Is it going to meet the customer's usage needs?' is always our biggest issue. We are always trying to understand what they do."

Though it trails EV industry leaders Tesla of the US and BYD of China, Toyota has profited from rising demand for hybrid vehicles as more consumers are embracing petrol-electric hybrids, the company's traditional strength.

Mr Ganesh said Toyota expected hybrid sales to grow in Thailand and other Southeast Asian countries, where it faces rising competition in the segment from cost-competitive rivals including Great Wall Motor.

In 2023, the company sold a little over 30,000 hybrid cars in Thailand, contributing about 11.5% of its overall vehicle sales in the country.
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                  Pichai: Financial access more worrying than interest rates                

                Finance minister says economic restructuring discussed in two-hour talk with central bank chief
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                                The government is more worried about financial access than interest rates, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Thursday.
Access to lending and liquidity for retail borrowers and small businesses are more important than the level of the interest rate, Mr Pichai told reporters after his first meeting with Bank of Thailand Governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput since his appointment as finance minister last month.

The country's financial institutions are strong and they have the scope to ease rules for various "sensitive groups" of borrowers, he said.

"What the government is concerned is about access to lending," said Mr Pichai, a former chairman of the Stock Exchange of Thailand. "The first thing people want today is access to lending. If they need to choose between a lower rate by half a percentage point and access to lending, they will choose access."

He made the comments after spending some two hours talking with Mr Sethaput about ways to coordinate fiscal and monetary policies.

He said the meeting helped the two understand each other's position better. "We speak the same language and we have no problems. We had a good discussion today."

The meeting came amid a long-running public disagreement between the government and the central bank over interest rates

The central bank will review its current inflation rate target of 1% to 3% and it was free to decide on key rates, Mr Pichai said.

"The policy rate is something people outside Thailand are looking at," he said. "We will not touch this issue as it involves many factors," the minister said, adding that BoT would use its tools to analyse the inflation trend and how to manage it within the target agreed between the central bank and the Ministry of Finance.

Consumer price inflation rose 0.2% in April, the first increase after seven months of contraction. The government had argued that the central bank could no longer justify using inflation risk as a reason to leave interest rates unchanged.

High interest rates and near-record household debt levels have contributed to an uptick in non-performing loans, prompting lenders to be more cautious in granting fresh loans. Tighter lending rules for automobile and other consumer durable purchases have led to a cooling in private consumption, central bank data show. 

Mr Pichai said he also discussed economic restructuring with the central bank governor, adding that the two would speak more often.

For months, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has pushed for an interest rate cut, saying it would help the economy. The central bank has not bowed to the pressure, holding its key rate at a more than decade-high of 2.50%. The next rate review is on June 12.

Mr Sethaput has argued that cutting interest rates would not do much to fix the economy, which in his view needs fundamental reforms.

Mr Pichai, who was appointed finance minister last month, has downplayed the disagreement, saying last week there would be no attempt to replace the central bank governor or weaken its independence.

The minister said he and the central bank governor did not discuss the government's 500-billion-baht digital wallet plan or other fiscal policies.

Mr Sethaput and many other economists have been critical of the digital wallet plan. They say giving away 10,000 baht to 50 million people to spend in their communities might give the economy a short-term boost but would not do much beyond that.

Thailand's economy is estimated to have expanded by just 0.7% in the first quarter, according to a Bloomberg survey, making it the slowest pace in the region where peers are on a pace of 4% plus growth.

Official figures are scheduled to be released on Monday by the National Economic and Social Development Council.
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                                SINGAPORE - Singapore Airlines Ltd will reward staff with a bonus payout worth almost eight months of salary, according to a person familiar with the matter, after delivering a second consecutive record annual profit.
The payout is in effect higher than Singapore Airlines' previous year's earnings high, which resulted in a profit-sharing bonus equivalent to 6.65 months' pay and a maximum of 1.5 months' salary of ex-gratia bonus related to the coronavirus pandemic.

Singapore Airlines declined to comment.

The city-state carrier delivered a record S$2.67 billion (US$1.98 billion) annual profit in the fiscal 2023-2024 year, 24% higher than the year prior, according to an exchange filing Wednesday. The airline said near-term demand for flights remains healthy as robust appetite for travel and a buoyant cargo sector worked to offset competitive pressures, higher costs, geopolitical tensions and economic uncertainty.

Singapore Airlines benefited from a faster reopening and remake compared to many of its peers after Covid restrictions were lifted. Monthly passenger volumes were around 97% of pre-pandemic levels in March.

The windfall for Singapore Airlines' staff mirrors the experience of employees at Emirates, which is reportedly handing workers five months of bonus after notching up a record annual profit of $5.1 billion. The Gulf carrier also paid out a similar amount last year.

Shares in Singapore Airlines rose 0.4% on Thursday, bringing gains this year to 4.3%.
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                                Central Pattana Plc (CPN) is celebrating the fifth anniversary of Central i-City, a lifestyle and entertainment destination in a 6.5-billion-baht mixed-use project in western Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
The highlight of the celebration is the inaugural "Sawasdee Thailand 2024 Festival," officiated by Thai Ambassador Lada Phumas, which promises an immersive experience of Thai culture and traditions.

The festival features the largest showcase of Thai products, with more than 11,000 directly imported from CentralWorld, including the world-renowned Joe Louis Puppet Show, Amazing Thai Taste & Shopping Delight, 'Songkran' Cultural Family Destination, and an in-mall Muay Thai championship.

The four-day extravaganza was organised in collaboration with  Central Pattana, the Royal Thai Embassy, the Department of International Trade Promotion, and the Tourism Authority of Thailand to showcase the best of Thai heritage and entertainment.

Wallaya Chirathivat, president and chief executive of Central Pattana, said Central i-City, the company's first Thai shopping centre abroad, underscores its success and determination as Thailand's leading real estate developer, growing at both regional and global levels.

"We're committed to leading our business partners to grow together, proudly bringing Thai identity to the international community," she said. "Over the past five years, Central Pattana and our development partner, I-Berhad, have driven Central i-City to play a role in boosting Selangor's potential across various sectors, creating new opportunities for entrepreneurs, jobs, and income, thus stimulating the economy.

"We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all our business partners and customers for their continuous support of Central i-City. We are committed to elevating Thai-Malaysian friendship and fostering regional growth in Southeast Asia together."

Wuttikiat Techamongklapiwat, head of property management and  international business at Central Pattana, said the company is committed to long-term economic prosperity, and its business direction is to become a driving force for the Shah Alam,  Klang and wider community in Kuala Lumpur.

"We intend to accelerate our investment in more time, focus and resources from Central Pattana, Thailand into Central i-City, realising greater synergies between Thailand and Malaysia," he said.

"As a place-maker, we prioritise partnerships and innovative retail concepts, fostering win-win relationships with our stakeholders. Central i-City strengthens our business ecosystem, connecting Malaysian customers with over 300 stores, including more than 10 uniquely Thai brands.

"Our performance metrics speak volumes: a robust rebound in traffic of over 20% year-on-year, with tenant sales bouncing back strongly, especially in the first three months of 2024. With over 60 new store openings in 2023 and more than 15 exciting brands slated to open by the third quarter of 2024, Central i-City continues to thrive as a landmark of western Kuala Lumpur. Together with our partners, we've achieved remarkable success, and we're poised to lead into the future."

In conjunction with the festival, Central Pattana has hosted the "Imagining Success Together" Tenant and Business Partner Forum. The forum aims to celebrate the fifth Anniversary of Central i-City's opening and provide insights into the company's global business direction and strategies for the future.
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                EXPLAINER: The government's plan to sell old rice from the Yingluck pledging scheme has caused concerns over the adverse impact on public health and Thailand's global reputation
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                                The government's plan to sell old rice stored in warehouses for a decade in northeastern Thailand stunned some onlookers, leading to concerns about the adverse impact on public health.
Earlier this month Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, along with representatives of private and public organisations, rice surveyors, rice exporters and reporters, visited two rice warehouses in Surin province to sample grain stored there for more than a decade to test the quality and whether it is edible.

The grains were stored as part of the rice pledging scheme initiated by the Yingluck Shinawatra government.

The rice warehouses they visited were the Kittichai in Prasat district and the Poolphol Trading Co in Muang district.

The two warehouses hold around 146,000 sacks weighing more than 15,000 tonnes.

Q: Why is the proposed sale of old rice noteworthy?

Analysts and activists challenged Mr Phumtham and warned of the potential health impact from consuming old rice that may contain aflatoxins and chemical contamination, which could lead to cancer.

Academics cited cases in Japan in which rice was stored for up to three years provided it is vacuum-sealed against humidity and kept at a  controlled temperature of 13degC,  which was not the case in the  Thai warehouses.

The commerce minister said the rice at both warehouses had been carefully preserved and was frequently fumigated using methyl bromide, while the warehouses themselves were completely sealed to prevent birds and rainwater from getting inside.

Opponents of the sale of the decade-old rice cited a study by a Japanese researcher that showed traces of a fumigant such as methyl bromide could still be present in the rice as a bromide ion after repeated washing, meaning it would be hazardous to people's health.

Critics argue this process cannot guarantee the quality or safety of the rice, even if it appears to be in "good condition" because it has been through cycles of fumigation for over a decade.

If the rice requires fumigation every two months, this means the rice has been through 60 fumigation cycles.

In addition, warehouses are distributed all over the country and rice inspection is carried out randomly. As a result, retail traders have noticed old rice mixed with new rice in certain products.

Mr Phumtham said the government will send samples of the old rice for lab tests by an independent body to ensure its safety.

Q: Will the planned sale affect confidence in Thai rice?

If tests find traces of aflatoxins, some academics have urged the government to scrap the export scheme to Africa because it would pose a public health threat and undermine the country's reputation in the global market.

The scholars suggested the rice is unsafe for consumption by humans or animals, and should be used to produce alcohol instead.

Q: Is there a political motive behind the rice sale?

Some critics are arguing the planned rice auction is a political ploy to help secure Yingluck's return by showing that grains from the scheme are safe and can earn money.

The Yingluck rice pledging scheme ran from 2011 to 2014 and was the largest rice market intervention in Thai history.

Yingluck fled the country in 2017 just before the Supreme Court sentenced her to five years in prison for failing to stop fake and corruption-plagued government-to-government sales of rice as part of the pledging scheme.

Q: When will the rice auction take place?

Krishnaraksa Jaidee, acting president of the Public Warehouse Organization, said the agency planned auctions of the pledged rice between the end of May and the beginning of June.

The Kittichai warehouse received 258,106 sacks of rice weighing 26,094 tonnes under the scheme on Jan 3,  2014 (with 11,656 tonnes remaining), while Poolphol Trading Co received 94,637 sacks weighing 9,567 tonnes on March 14, 2014 (with 3,356 tonnes remaining).

The stored rice could fetch 18 baht per kilogramme if sold.

Q: What are the auction procedures?

The auction process starts with drafting the terms of reference (TOR), checking the qualifications of bidders and extending invitations to entrepreneurs to bid on the rice. The winner must sign the contract within 15 days.

Mr Phumtham said the bidding is expected to generate revenue of around 270 million baht and reduce storage costs, which are as high as 380,000 baht per month.

Q: What was the estimated damage caused by the rice pledging scheme?

The scheme under the Yingluck administration is alleged to have cost taxpayers more than 500 billion baht, as the rice was purchased at about 50% above the market price.

After the scheme ended in May 2014, there was roughly 18.6 million tonnes of rice remaining.

On Sept 10, 2018, the Prayut administration was able to sell 17.8 million tonnes or 95.7%, generating revenue of 146 billion baht.
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                                The Thai Industries Sentiment Index (TISI) fell to 90.3 points in April, down from 92.4 points in March, with the planned daily minimum wage hike among the factors dealing a blow to business confidence, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
Entrepreneurs were not only concerned about lower sales and production, but also the government's wage increase, a rise in domestic diesel prices and expensive raw materials.

"If the daily minimum wage increases to 400 baht, it will impact all businesses. Rising diesel prices will further strain operating and logistics costs," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

Last month, the cabinet decided to allow the retail diesel price to increase from 30 baht a litre to 33 baht a litre, effective from April 20 to July 31, following the expiry of the diesel excise tax cut of one baht a litre on April 19.

On May 14, the cabinet resolved to acknowledge the Labour Ministry's proposal to increase the daily minimum wage to 400 baht nationwide, scheduled for September or October. The hike remains uncertain as the tripartite wage committee has yet to reach a final conclusion.

The nationwide daily minimum wage rose on Jan 1, 2024, with the new rates varying between provinces, ranging from 330 to 370 baht.

The increases ranged from 2 to 16 baht, averaging 2.37%.

The committee, comprising representatives from the government, employers and employees, later approved an increase to 400 baht for tourism-related businesses and four-star hotels with at least 50 employees in 10 provinces, taking effect on April 13.

The current wage, combined with higher energy and raw material prices, has already affected businesses, said the FTI.

Factories with labour-intensive manufacturing reported higher operating costs by up to 20%, while companies that employ fewer workers recorded cost increases of 5-7%, according to the federation.

Heavy industries such as cement, steel, iron and glass reported costs soaring by 30-40% following the wage hike.

Mr Kriengkrai called on the government to keep its daily minimum wage policy in line with the tripartite wage committee. He said the new wage increase of 400 baht a day should not be applied to all provinces, suggesting higher pay be determined by skills.

The April TISI was based on a survey of 1,268 entrepreneurs from 46 industries under the FTI. The global economy was the top concern, gaining votes from 79.4% of respondents, followed by oil prices (56.6%), the domestic economy (56.4%) and domestic politics (40.2%).
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                                CRC Thaiwatsadu Co, the home improvement and construction material unit under Central Retail Corporation (CRC), views the economy in the second half of this year as promising and plans to open 13 new branches within this year.
"The economy slowed in the first quarter, then grew in April as foreign visitors surged during the Songkran festival," said Suthisarn Chirathivat, chief executive of CRC Thaiwatsadu.

"In the second half, there is potential for a fresh economic outlook driven by government budget allocation."

Moreover, the property and home improvement sectors may be stimulated by the government's digital wallet handout scheme.

The ruling Pheu Thai Party sees the 10,000-baht handout for millions as a key to economic upturn.

"If the government is able to kick off this stimulus policy as planned, the country's economic situation in the last quarter of this year should be good," said Mr Suthisarn.

The government plans to increase the daily minimum wage to 400 baht nationwide starting from Oct 1.

He said the wage hike will slightly affect the company as the majority of workers were already getting paid higher than the current minimum wage and above 400 baht.

Thailand is dealing with a sluggish economy and high household debt. The household debt-to-GDP ratio was 90.9% in the third quarter of 2023, according to the National Economic and Social Development Council.

This led to financial institutions becoming more stringent on loan approval, which inevitably affected the retail business of the home improvement sector, said Mr Suthisarn.

He said high interest rates have a negative impact on consumer purchasing power, which will affect the sector as well.

However, at present regional central banks continue to maintain interest rates.

"When the overseas central banks cut their rates, the Bank of Thailand will follow suit," said Mr Suthisarn.

He said the company plans to invest roughly 7 billion baht this year on expansion plans for nine Thaiwatsadu and four BnB home branches.

For its five-year strategic plan, the company aims to increase sales via both offline and online channels, with the same promotional campaign on both platforms.

Moreover, the company is also pushing forward to expand the hybrid format (white format) by combining the strengths of the Thaiwatsadu and BnB home brands, aiming to generate more sales from homeowners.

In 2023, total sales reached a record high of 40 billion baht, targeting to reach 70 billion baht in 2028.
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                                The Thai tourism recovery should propel ride-hailing services this year, even during the low season, says Grab Thailand.
Worachat Luxkanalode, country head of Grab Thailand, said normally bookings would drop sharply after a peak period such as Songkran or the high season in December.

However, several tourism incentives and state and private sector promotions, as well as visa-free schemes, had helped maintain a consistent market, said Mr Worachat.

The most popular service for  foreigners was ride-hailing, as they contributed half of ride bookings on the platform.

He said foreign tourists tended to opt for more premium car services, with wider space and convenience, yet Thais still chose cheaper options.

Its popularity was followed by food delivery and retail mart. Mr Worachat said a lot of foreign tourists ordered local Thai food to be delivered to their apartment or hotels.

On GrabMart, many foreigners chose Thai products, such as local souvenirs, durians, and elephant-patterned trousers.

During this year's first quarter, the number of car bookings by foreigners visiting boxing stadiums increased by 150%, compared to the same period last year.

In April, tourists ordered 130% more Thai food on GrabFood, and 100% more local products on GrabMart, compared to April last year.

Mr Worachat said that since most international tourists were independent travellers who spent more and were keen to explore new places, Grab will provide more Thai travel content, multiple language features on the app, as well as artificial intelligence translation tools.

It also integrated other digital payment services used by foreign tourists -- Alipay and Kakao Pay -- into its platform.

Grab Thailand has already expanded its service across 71 provinces in Thailand, and provides services at major airports such as Suvarnabhumi and Phuket.

Mr Worachat said the company is now in the process of solving the problem of unlicensed cars picking up passengers at Suvarnabhumi Airport.

It is working with the Transport Ministry to accelerate licence applications for personal vehicles hired through electronic systems.

Given the concern over Buy Now Pay Later schemes that help loan sharks and spur household debt, Mr Worachat said it has no plans to launch this type of service for individual retailers.

After testing this kind of scheme two years ago, Grab saw it could lead to non-performing loans.

Its financial services today are focused on lending to restaurants  and riders who are registered on its platform.
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																Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin may mean well in attempting to re-list cannabis as a narcotic, but his aim only attests to his mediocre knowledge about the plant and the dilemma facing the country.
Cannabis was decriminalised in 2022 by the Prayut Chan-o-cha administration. The liberalisation of the plant was the flagship election policy of Bhumjaithai, a coalition party, ahead of the 2019 polls.

As a result of the 2022 policy shift, only products containing over 0.2% tetrahydrocannabinol or THC -- which is cannabis' main psychoactive agent -- by weight were considered illegal.

It's unclear why Mr Srettha wants to push for the re-listing. He stunned not only pro-weed activists, but also the then-health minister, Dr Cholnan Srikaew, when he gave an interview with a French media channel about the re-listing. Dr Cholnan subsequently had to quell concerns, ruling out re-criminalisation of the plant.

As if to remind the PM, Dr Cholnan said the government had told parliament that cannabis would be used for medical purposes, while its recreational use would be prohibited. Growing cannabis was still possible -- but permission would be needed from the authorities.

According to Dr Cholnan, the draft law concerning cannabis control was complete and was pending consideration by the Council of State, the government's legal arm, before being submitted to parliament. The latest attempts to re-criminalise the plant have angered pro-weed activists who vow to rally. They are urging the government not to strip the public of its right to use cannabis.

To calm the angry activists, Dr Cholnan said "the government makes decisions in the best interests of the people" -- which was too general a statement, if not meaningless.

On the one hand, he pledged he'd listen to every party regarding the status of cannabis. On the other hand, the former public health minister then instructed the Public Health Ministry to reclassify the plant by the end of the year. This is ironic, if not hypocritical.

Now Somsak Thepsutin, the new health minister, has agreed to meet the pro-weed activists.

The major problem of cannabis is the 2022 decriminalisation came at a time when the country had no control mechanisms, and that was unfortunate.

As a result, weed shops mushroomed amid legal gaps and what followed were cases of young people obtaining cannabis from irresponsible traders. Several misused the plant, consuming it together with other kinds of narcotics.

The lack of labelling codes, another problem, was blamed for accidental consumption that caused health issues and a number of people rushed to stigmatise the plant that had been used traditionally by health practitioners, not only in Thailand but its neighbours, because of its herbal benefits.

Thailand has come far regarding its cannabis policy, and there is no point in reversing it. Mr Srettha should keep the right focus and, instead of over-reacting, recognise the main problem of cannabis in this country: its unregulated usage.

Tackling this problem requires sound and practical laws. He must also ensure the blurred lines between its medical and recreational uses are dealt with properly. An unclear definition over what "recreational use" entails could enable authorities to abuse their power.

Mr Srettha should keep his promise of listening to all sides, and not rush to recriminalise the plant, but instead support laws that will control its usage.
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																At the time of writing this, the official Q1 GDP has not been announced by the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC). I expect the growth figure will be around 1.2%. My own estimation, using the Output Approach and actual sectoral production index, gives a growth figure of 0.98%. Detailed data are in the below table.
Readers might raise an eyebrow as to why I said NESDC's figure is likely 1.2% while my own estimation is 0.98%. The answer is this is Thailand, and a growth figure below 1.0% is not politically acceptable.

The GDP estimation of 0.98% is by no means pessimistic, but it is technically accurate. I test this method against actual 2023 GDP growth. The NESDC's growth figure is 1.90%, and this "output" method of estimation yields the result of 1.898%. If NESDC decides to announce Q1/2024 growth significantly higher than 1.2%, the agency will have a lot to explain to the public.

Low GDP growth for Q1/2024 is a result of contractions in output of both the agricultural and manufacturing sectors. Relatively high growth from the service sector, largely owing to foreign tourist spending, is saving the economy. Without a high level of service sector activities, Q1/2024 GDP growth would be in negative territory.

Weak Q1 growth figures mean that 2.4%-2.8% growth projections for 2024 by all research houses are no longer realistic. It is likely the Q2 growth figure is lower than Q1 due to extreme heat and worsening NPLs. Thus, I remain firm in my original projection of -1.5% to 1.5% growth for 2024, with the base case of 0.0%.

To me, the stories behind these numbers are more interesting than the numbers themselves. There are four stories that can be derived from the weak Q1 data. First, consumption is losing steam (fast). Second, the financial sector is dying. Third, the manufacturing sector is losing competitiveness. Fourth, foreign tourists are spending much less.

The first story about consumption is the most important one. The Thai economy has been relying on private consumption to support growth for two decades. The reason why the economy is persistently weaker than our Asean peers is Thailand is a consumption-led economy, not a production-led economy. Two decades ago, household debt to GDP was at the appropriate level of 42.2%. Thai household debt now ranks in the top 10 of the world with 91.3% of GDP. The ratio over 60% of GDP is considered unsustainable for developing economies.

[image: ]

Without a private consumption push, GDP growth rates for 2022 and 2023 would be 0.8% and -0.5%, respectively. The core of the Thai economy is weak. So, when consumption starts to wind down, the economy shows its weakness like in Q1/2024. The causes of the winding down are not difficult to guess. Household debts hit the limit, and NPL levels threaten the banking sector's stability.

Consumption that required financing contracted sharply in Q1/2024. Semi-durable goods consumption dropped 1.9%, and, hold your breath, durable goods consumption shrunk by 9.7%. Consumption of non-durable goods still grew healthily at 4.2%. Negative growth in durable goods consumption caused the Personal Consumption Index (PCI) to expand by only 0.8% in Q1/2024 compared to an expansion of 6.7% in 2023.

Will the 500 billion baht cash handout scheme help? It surely would. But the government must first find money for the scheme. As of March 2024, the entire banking system has 25.2 trillion baht in deposits and 30.5 trillion baht in loans. There is already a cash shortage of 5.3 trillion baht in the banking system. The government has to be innovative in finding the 500 billion baht of cash.

The second story is "No credit, no consumption". The Thai banking sector is not functioning and generated only 1.2% credit growth in Q1/2024, which is only half the growth generated in the previous quarter. The reasons are (1) liquidity shortage, which was just explained, and (2) a horrifying NPL level.

Do not be misled by the Bank of Thailand's report of NPL outstanding of 2.7% for household debt. If that is the actual figure, banks would still pump out more loans, even if that means borrowing more from foreign sources. Banks, as business entities, aim to maximise profits and will do anything that makes money. The real NPL figure of household debt is probably close to 20% and it is too risky to generate more credit.

The third story is the saddest one for me -- the dwindling manufacturing sector. The Manufacturing Production Index (MPI) contracted 3.7% in Q1/2024, a deeper contraction than the 2.9% decline in Q4/2023. This is an area of serious concern. No economy can be sustained without a strong production sector.

The dwindling manufacturing sector is not a result of soft domestic demand, as most economists see, but it is a competitiveness issue. Consumption robustly expanded at 6.2% and 7.1% in 2022 and 2023, respectively. Competitiveness deterioration is a direct result of an extended period of low investment to improve production efficiency. A part of the fault lies in the manufacturing sector itself. The sector failed to adapt to the rapidly changing world of competition.

Another part of the fault lies in the Thai banking system, which favoured consumption loans over business loans. At this point in time, the manufacturing sector is too outdated to be competitive. The situation is worse when China floods world markets with cheap exports. By the way, I read in the news that China, because of its soft economy, is buying less from the world and focusing on local supply chains. No wonder Thai exports (in value) declined by 10.2% in March 2024.

It seems Thailand is facing multiple incidences of bad luck as our brightest hope is growing dim. The tourism sector, which contributed 12% of GDP in 2019, is bound to contribute much less in 2024 and beyond. Foreign tourists still visit, albeit at somewhat lower numbers than in pre-Covid times, but they are spending much less. Before Covid, spending per tourist was about 45,000 baht. Now, they are spending 31,000 baht on average, which is 30% less. Service sector growth, which includes foreign tourist spending, declined to 7.4% in Q1/2024 from 17.7% growth in 2023. Growth for March 2024 is only 5.9%.

I want to add that the Bank of Thailand quietly helps the export and tourism sectors by intentionally depreciating the Thai baht. Since the end of 2023, the baht, measuring in NEER terms, has depreciated 2.8% against our trading partner's currencies. Even with the help of currency value, the Thai economy is still weak.

The Thai economy, as evidenced by first quarter performance, is in one of the most difficult periods, and the country needs professional management, not dramas and dream projects.

In my next article, with my limited capability as a retired economist, I will demonstrate some solutions for the economy. My solutions cannot solve all the problems, but I hope to relieve economic pain for the majority of the people of Thailand.
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									20 years later, time for justice for Tak Bai								

															

																Time flies. But it doesn't fly fast enough for security officers responsible for the Tak Bai massacre almost two decades ago.
Exactly six months before the expiry date in which legal action can be taken in the tragic case, 48 family members of the dead victims and a number of the injured in the carnage filed a lawsuit against nine top southern security authorities on April 25. All are accused of murder, unlawful detention and malfeasance in connection with the 85 deaths in the massacre.

They have been waiting in vain for more than 19 years to see legal action initiated by the state to bring justice to their families. Finally, they decided to act on their own after no moves emerged from police and prosecutors -- except for compensation paid to their families and the injured. What they really want to see is legal action to be taken against those responsible for the cruel deaths.

The affected villagers and their human rights lawyers expect a rough ride in this battle as some, if not all, accused are not ordinary people and some have political connections. The villagers and their lawyers did not name those responsible in public. But that will not be a secret any more on June 24, when the Provincial Court in Narathiwat orders them to appear for the inquiry process. The judges then will decide whether or not the case will proceed, or be dropped.

The report of an inquiry committee -- led by then-ombudsman Pichet Sunthornpipit and summarised by King Prajadhipok's Institute -- already gives a clear indication of what happened on that day, what went wrong, and who should be blamed.

And the explanation by police in a letter dated April 25 to the attorney general could also possibly be a hint of how the nine security officers will defend themselves to counter the allegations.

On Oct 25, 2004, about 1,500 people assembled in front of Tak Bai police station in Tak Bai district in Narathiwat to demand the release of six defence volunteers under detention there. The unexpectedly big turnout turned out to be bloody after security authorities decided to break up the crowds. That led to seven deaths at the site and 78 more during the transport of 1,370 protesters to the Ingkhayutthaborihan Military Camp in Nong Chik district in Pattani.

The decision to move them to the camp, which is 150 kilometres away, was to screen about 30 protest leaders for arrest and let the others go home. It was the only place to accommodate a large number of people with prisons and a hospital already in the compound.

According to the report, Gen Pisan Wattanawongkiri, then a lieutenant general commanding the Fourth Army Region, approved the crackdown as martial law announced by the government on Jan 5, 2004, and opened the way for the armed forces to be the main agency to ensure security. The then-Fifth Infantry Division Commander, Maj Gen Chalermchai Wirunpeth, was responsible for implementing the order, while Lt Gen Sinchai Nutsathit, the then-deputy regional army chief, was assigned to handle the detained protesters once the convoy of the trucks reached Ingkhayutthaborihan.

The problem occurred during the transport as authorities prepared only 28 trucks from the army, police and marine units, meaning that each lorry had to take almost 50 protesters for five hours from the protest site to the Pattani camp. The demonstrators were ordered to lie with their heads down and were packed in three or four piles deep while soldiers stood guard on the vehicle, according to the report.

That led to the deaths due to suffocation, which officers found when the convoy arrived at the camp at 1am the following day. The three top officers are expected to be on the list of nine officials sued by the villagers.

Coincidentally, the same day, when the villagers took the case to the Narathiwat court on April 25, the Royal Thai Police sent a letter to the attorney general defending their inaction after the massive deaths on the convoy were reported at the camp in Pattani. Police cited "force majeure" as a reason not to charge the top army officers because the deaths were unintentional. But state prosecutors could make a legal move on their own if they are not happy with the police's decision to do nothing in this case. That has never happened.

The case will be a test for justice for the Pheu Thai Party, as Gen Pisan is its party-list MP. The massacre took place when Thaksin Shinawatra was prime minister as his government failed to restore peace in the far South. And the problem drags on until today. Now, the villagers are fighting without help from state prosecutors.

But they will never walk alone if the court decides to go ahead with the case on June 24. Hopefully, time will be on the side of the victims' families this time.
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																The death of 28-year-old political activist Netiporn Saneysangkhom in a correctional hospital on Tuesday after a three-month-long hunger strike is a stark reminder of the growing ideological differences dividing the country.
Known as "Boong Thalu Wang", she led the Thalu Wang Group, which is made up of firebrand political activists who have campaigned for monarchy reform and amending Section 112, otherwise known as the lese majeste law.

Netiporn herself faced a lese majeste charge for participating in an opinion survey on royal motorcades in February 2022. Her request for bail was denied as the judge feared she would flee, with her bail revocation being connected to a protest she staged at the Ministry of Culture on Aug 6, 2023.

After being imprisoned in January, she began a hunger strike to protest the imprisonment of those prosecuted for political cases, and she refused medical treatment as her health worsened.

Netiporn was one of 262 people facing lese majeste charges under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, and 138 have been charged with sedition under Section 116. Nine cases under Section 116 came before the courts in December, all of which were dismissed, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR). As of April 30 this year, 1,954 people have been prosecuted for political participation and expression since the beginning of the Free Youth protests in July 2020.

Lese majeste is a serious crime in the country, and the courts sometimes do not grant bail for those who are likely to repeat similar actions or challenge the justice system while outside, like Netiporn.

But such rigid approaches will eventually backfire on the justice system and the institution of the monarchy that the lese majeste law has been used to protect.

The comments over her death have shown how polarised and extreme Thai society has become. But no matter what the ideological differences are, it is clear that the justice system does not know how to deal with prisoners of conscience, especially headstrong ones like Netiporn.

On Tuesday, like-minded activists called for the court to grant bail to all political activists who face political-related charges, and their requests are worth listening to.

As Thailand strives to be an open society, laws and the justice system must adapt, especially regarding younger generations, who think and behave differently.

Netiporn's fate also raises questions about the practices of the Department of Corrections, and a probe into her death must be launched for transparency.

It is reported that Netiporn was moved to the Central Correctional Hospital in early February and then sent to Thammasat University Hospital for more treatment before being transferred back to the prison hospital.

In a statement issued on Tuesday afternoon, the Department of Corrections said that after Netiporn returned to the prison hospital, she started taking food and water normally until she suffered a cardiac arrest. All this raises questions.

Currently, two of Netiporn's fellow activists -- Natthanon "Frank" Chaimahabud and Tantawan "Tawan" Tuatulanon -- continue their hunger strikes, though they reportedly have been accepting some liquids and medications.

The department must take good care of them and make sure similar tragedies are not repeated. That said, the onus falls on our courts to make decisions on such matters that benefit a democratic society.
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									A turning point for clean cooking								

															

																For most of her life, Florence Auma Ode cooked over an open fire in her Kenyan home. The resulting smoke coated the walls with a layer of soot and filled her lungs -- and those of her family members -- with particulate matter.
In 2022, Florence's family invested nearly a month's salary in a modern two-burner bioethanol stove, which uses affordable fuel and cooks food quickly and cleanly. The stove has improved the health of the whole family. Equally important, Florence no longer has to spend five hours each day collecting firewood. Now she can use that time to take classes, generate income, or enjoy leisure activities.

In the Global North, achieving clean cooking for all may seem mundane compared to other, more grandiose forms of climate action. But switching to clean-cooking technologies would cut global carbon dioxide emissions by 1.5 billion tons, the same amount generated by all planes and ships today. And given that forests the size of Ireland are lost each year to fuel-wood and charcoal production, eradicating dirty cooking would significantly reduce deforestation and biodiversity loss.

Despite this enormous potential, 2.4 billion people, mainly women, still cook over and heat their homes with open fires that burn wood, charcoal, or dung, leading to 3.2 million annual premature deaths from particulate pollution exposure. The problem is most acute in Sub-Saharan Africa, where four out of five individuals lack access to clean-cooking solutions, causing pollution-related diseases to impede productivity and human development.

In addition to reducing emissions and environmental damage, promoting clean cooking would help restore basic dignity to women and girls, who are often expected to bear the burden of domestic labour. Universal clean-cooking access would mean that, like Florence, women and girls -- numbering more than 600 million in Africa -- could use the time they now spend collecting firewood and preparing food in hazardous conditions to pursue education, employment, and personal growth.

If the benefits are so clear-cut, what is holding us back from achieving clean cooking for all? The problem is not technical: KOKO Networks, for example, has developed liquid bioethanol stoves that cost 85% less, and whose fuel costs up to 40% less, than charcoal stoves. Nevertheless, affordability remains a challenge. This is compounded by entrenched gender norms that often undervalue women's domestic labour and limit their control over household budgets. Innovative financing mechanisms such as on-bill lending, which enables families to repay the upfront costs of a stove through their utility bills, would help. But a change in mindset is also needed.

Grassroots education is crucial to normalising clean cooking and bringing along Africans working in the charcoal industry. According to an assessment by the World Food Programme and The Rockefeller Foundation, as part of The School Meals Coalition in Kenya, a subsidy program for schools to install modern kitchens would provide ten million children with access to clean cooking. It would also create around 400,000 jobs and more than two million additional jobs in related sectors, largely for women and young people. The initiative is projected to avoid at least nine million tons of emissions and preserve around six million trees.

Pulling these levers requires financing. According to the International Energy Agency, investing $8 billion annually in stoves and infrastructure until 2030 would provide universal access to clean cooking in Sub-Saharan Africa. To that end, the Global Electric Cooking Coalition is working to enable a mass transition to clean cooking in at least ten countries across Africa, Asia, and Latin America by 2030. Likewise, the United Nations Climate Change High-Level Champions are collaborating with non-state actors to achieve universal clean-cooking access by 2030, a target that requires at least $10 billion annually in innovative finance.

The models are in place to scale clean cooking in Africa. Now rich-country governments, multilateral institutions, the private sector, and international organisations need to step up and provide the necessary funding. The continued prevalence of dirty cooking in Africa further underscores that climate finance has long been inefficient, insufficient, and unjust. To reverse this trend, global leaders must introduce a new financing pact for universal clean cooking at this week's IEA Summit on Clean Cooking in Africa.

The mainstreaming of clean cooking in Africa is more than just a practical solution to the climate crisis; it is a commitment that the Global North must make to the continent that has contributed the least to global warming but is nonetheless most vulnerable to its effects. Most critically, it will ensure that Africa's women and girls can participate in -- and benefit from -- building a greener, healthier, and more equitable future. (c)2024 Project Syndicate




Razan Khalifa Al Mubarak, UN Climate Change High-Level Champion for COP28, is President of the International Union for Conservation of Nature. Joseph Nganga is Interim CEO of the Global Energy Alliance for People and Planet.
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									Migrant workers face heatwave risks								

															

																As extreme heat becomes more common, Thailand needs a comprehensive labour protection law to safeguard at-risk migrant workers from the hotter climate.
Thailand is always hot and humid. Yet the scorching heat this year proved to be punitive.

Chhaya Cheam, a 43-year-old domestic worker from Cambodia, was unable to take part in the Songkran festivities with her family this year. Her husband, Davuth Cheam, a 47-year-old construction worker, fell from the roof of a two-storey house in a Bangkok suburb after suffering a heatstroke while laying roof battens under the scorching afternoon sun. He also sustained a broken right arm and hip.

"I had planned to visit my daughter in Sra Kaew Province during the Songkran holiday, but after my husband was hospitalised, I had to stay in Bangkok to care for him," she explained. "His condition is now stable, but his speech is still not normal. The doctor said it will take some time for him to recover fully."

The plight of Chhaya Cheam and her husband mirrors the predicaments that many migrant workers in Thailand have to face in hot weather.

Mercury levels may be the same, but not everyone suffers from it equally. Office workers work in an office cooled by A/C, and then they can return home to rest in another cool room. Even when working outdoors, many Thai workers can still cool off when they return home in the evening. That is not the case for migrant workers who often stay in crowded rented rooms.

The relentless heatwave that gripped South and Southeast Asia from April to early May drove temperatures above 40C in many provinces in Thailand. Lampang province in the North recorded the highest temperature this year, at 44.2C, surpassing records dating back to 1958, according to data from the Thai Meteorological Department. Meanwhile, Bangkok's heat index -- a measure of perceived temperature when factoring in humidity -- exceeded 52C in mid-April.

Southeast Asia nations are experiencing heat waves, which are familiar in the northern hemisphere. To deal with heat waves, those countries in the north have heat-action plans to respond when the mercury level substantially rises. That is not the case in Thailand and other Southeast Asian nations, where hot and humid water is a part of life. In Thailand, there is a joke that the country has three seasons -- hot, hotter and hottest.

But the hot weather this summer is unprecedented. This week, the Ministry of Public Health said that 61 people this year had died from heatstroke, a substantial rise from 37 deaths last year. The majority of heatstroke-related fatalities occurred in Thailand's northeastern Isan region, the country's agricultural heartland.

Meanwhile, indoor workers in poorly ventilated sweatshops across Thailand's industrial estates have also suffered.

Indeed, the extremely hot weather does not affect only public health. The International Labour Organisation (ILO) gave a warning in 2019 that productivity is reduced by 50% when workers perform in temperatures above 32degC.

Given that, the Thai government and policymakers need to implement policies to ensure labourers work in a healthy environment, protect workers' rights, and ensure productivity. In short, more attention is required to help migrant workers, who have become a significant workforce for the Thai economy.

Currently, there are approximately 2.4 million migrant workers registered to work in Thailand with the majority of them coming from Myanmar. But there are a lot of illegal migrant labourers in Thailand as well.

A 2023 report by the Myanmar Development Observatory by the UNN Development Programme shows that over 37% of the 2,249 interviewed Myanmar migrant workers were undocumented. Many of these individuals are employed in so-called "3D" jobs -- dirty, dangerous, and demanding.

Because they are not working legally, they lack social security and health care support. Most workplaces don't follow labour laws, which require employers to provide a safe and healthy environment for workers. The report indicates that about 59% of these undocumented Myanmar workers are employed in the agricultural sector, which is particularly vulnerable to heat stress. Moreover, over 68% of these undocumented migrants do not access healthcare services due to inadequate documentation.

Despite agriculture employing a third of Thailand's workforce and manufacturing contributing to over a quarter of the kingdom's GDP, Thailand still lacks a heat action plan and related health warning system or a comprehensive database to monitor heat-related illnesses.

What is worrying is that Thailand does not treat heatwaves as potential emergencies in the same way it does other natural disasters. The Ministry of Labour has not yet conducted research on the impact of heat stress in workplaces.

Heatwaves, along with floods and droughts, are symptoms of climate change, something that the world has tried to collectively address through 2015's Paris Agreement, which requires countries to help reduce emissions and adapt laws and infrastructure to mitigate its impact.

As temperatures continue to rise to unprecedented levels each year, it is evident that instances of extreme heat will become more frequent. Therefore, it is imperative for the government to integrate heat stress considerations into workplace safety regulations.

Comprehensive policies addressing heat stress and other climate-related risks should be developed through collaborative legislative processes involving workers, employers, and government stakeholders. This inclusive approach will ensure adequate protection for both Thai and migrant workers.



Kongpob Areerat is a communications manager and researcher at Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT), a think tank devoted to propelling sustainable financial practices and assisting in Thailand's transition towards a low-carbon economy. Access to previous articles and related data can be found at https://climatefinancethai.com
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									High-stakes submarine talks								
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																A Chinese delegation is visiting Thailand and will meet the government on Wednesday to negotiate a long-overdue submarine purchase. Then, the Thai government will make the final decision on whether to ditch or take the submarine.
The Chinese delegation comprises military officials and representatives from China Shipbuilding & Offshore International Co (CSOC). The state-owned CSOC is the maker of an S26T Yuan-class submarine that China contracted to supply to the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) under a 2017 procurement agreement between the two governments.

At first, the country planned to buy three subs and paid part of the downpayment for the first vessel, which cost over 12 billion baht. The first delivery is this year. However, procurement ran into a hurdle after the CSOC could not fit its submarine with a German-made MTU 396 diesel engine, as stipulated in the contract. Germany refused to sell the engine to China as it was designated as a military/defence item. After a contractual violation, RTN told the seller it would not take the submarine and paused orders for the other two.

This week's negotiations are the latest attempt for the seller to seal the deal. Defence Minister Sutin Klunsang said there are two options.

First, the submarine procurement deal will be sunk, and a frigate will be used as a replacement, which would also mean that the CSOC will not return the advance money that the Thai government has already paid.

The second choice is for Thailand to buy all three S26T Yuan-class submarines under a new deal. Mr Sutin has also said that diplomacy and the need to maintain good relations will play a role in decision-making.

Amidst it all, the government has rarely talked about safety concerns.

Lest we forget, the very reason the RTN did not take this submarine is that the CSOC is offering a CHD620 diesel engine, which is a prototype that has not been properly used in real conditions. Under the contract, the RTN allows an alternative engine on condition that the engine must be equivalent to MTU 396 and has been used by the navy of the maker's country.

So far, Pakistan is the only other country that has ordered submarines fitted with CHD620 from China. Unlike the RTN, Pakistan's navy has used submarines since the 1970s, and it has a wealth of experience in submarine technology and has worked with China to make its own submarines.

The RTN's history and experience with submarines are limited to buying four mini-subs from Japan in 1938 for coastal patrol use. They were decommissioned in 1951. Given the RTN's lack of experience, they must use proven technology. Indeed, the RTN in November 2022 tested the CHD620 diesel engine and rejected it but later changed its mind after visiting China last year, publicly saying that it could accept the Chinese submarine with the CHD620.

However, questions will remain about the CHD620 engine's reliability and safety. Is it fair and safe for our sailors to serve on submarines fitted with prototype engines simply because their government wants to nourish diplomatic ties with the selling country?

The submarine deal is a big test for the Pheu Thai-led government and its mission to "reform" the military. In dealing with China, it will also show Pheu Thai's real negotiating skills. It's hoped the government will make well-informed decisions that, first and foremost, benefit the country and ensure the safety of our service members.
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																As we celebrate Israel's 76th Independence Day, we do so this year with mixed emotions of joy and solemn reflection. This milestone is a testament to our nation's enduring resilience and remarkable achievements, yet it is shadowed by the immense challenges we have faced in the past year.
The Oct 7 massacre has become part of the history we will forever hold in our collective memory. The pain and grief inflicted by this heinous act of terror still resonate deeply within our hearts. We mourn the lives lost and honour the bravery of those who valiantly defended our homeland. The scars left by this tragedy serve as a stark reminder of the ongoing threats aimed at undermining Israel's very existence.

In the aftermath of the Oct 7 terror attack, an unfortunate and unexpected bond was forged between Israel and Thailand. Thirty-nine Thai families experienced unimaginable loss, joining the community of bereaved Israeli families in mourning. Thirty-one Thai citizens were taken hostage by Hamas terrorists, enduring inconceivable trauma alongside their Israeli counterparts. Tragically, eight Thais still remain captive, held alongside 124 Israelis. The pain of their absence is felt keenly by their loved ones, in Israel and in Thailand, and our hearts are united in solidarity with them and their families. Israel remains steadfast in its commitment to securing the release of all hostages, standing shoulder to shoulder with the families of the victims, both Israeli and Thai, hoping to witness the return of all the hostages home as soon as possible.

Despite the hardships we have endured, the friendship between Israel and Thailand continues to flourish. Our shared experiences have strengthened the bonds between our two nations, fostering a spirit of solidarity and cooperation. As we look to the future, we are determined to build upon this foundation, expanding our collaboration in vital areas to both of our countries, such as food technology, agriculture, water technology, cyber security and defence.

In recent years, Israel and Thailand have made significant strides in strengthening their partnership across various sectors. The exchange of knowledge and expertise has benefited both countries, driving innovation and fostering investments and economic growth. Through joint initiatives and collaborative projects, we have demonstrated the power of cooperation in addressing shared challenges and seizing opportunities for mutual prosperity.

In the field of food technology, Israeli innovations have helped increase agricultural productivity and enhance food security in Thailand, while Thai industry has supported the growth of Israeli startups. Our expertise in water management has played a crucial role in mitigating the impact of droughts and ensuring access to clean water for communities across the country. In the realm of defence, our close cooperation has bolstered Thailand's security capabilities, enabling the country to better defend itself against external threats.

As we celebrate Israel's Independence Day, we renew our commitment to pursuing peace and prosperity for all. Despite the challenges we face, we remain optimistic and steadfast in our belief that a brighter future is within reach. Together, let us forge a path forward guided by the principles of unity, resilience, and shared progress.

In conclusion, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the people of Thailand for their unwavering friendship and support. As we stand together in solidarity, may our partnership continue to thrive and flourish in the years to come.



Orna Sagiv is the Ambassador of Israel to Thailand and Cambodia.
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									For China, Europe visit part of a wider confrontation								
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																In the Serbian village of Budjanovci outside Belgrade, people have talked for years about the Chinese teams that descended on the area following the shooting down of a US F-117 stealth fighter in March 1999, offering to buy pieces of wreckage taken by villagers as souvenirs.
Exactly how much of the wreckage they were able to salvage remains unclear -- large parts remain in an aviation museum in Belgrade. And Zoltan Dani, commander of the missile battery that brought down the jet, and now a baker after a brief career in politics, says he still has pieces in his garage.

In the last three years, however, what may well be government-backed speculation on Chinese social media has begun to link the stealth salvage operation to the US bombing of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade less than two months later, on May 7, 1999.

Chinese authorities have never accepted US arguments that the bombing was an accident, and in recent years, Chinese media has publicised the anniversary and said it should never be forgotten.

This week, Chinese President Xi Jinping used the 25th anniversary of that attack -- which killed three Chinese nationals reportedly working as journalists within the building -- as one of the lynchpins of his major state visits to Europe.

In an article for a Serbian newspaper, Mr Xi talked of the relationship between Beijing and Belgrade being strengthened by being forged in "blood and fire" by the attack.

It was a reminder that Beijing sees itself in an era-defining and not always bloodless confrontation with Washington, also signalling Beijing's hopes that as few European states as possible will take the US side. In Serbia in particular, both Chinese and Serbian officials talked of pushing back against US hegemony.

Despite arranging his trip for the anniversary, however, the Chinese leader avoided a visit to the site this week. The South China Morning Post suggested Beijing wanted to "avoid alienating" the United States too much.

Mr Xi's trip, which began with a visit to France before stops in Serbia and Hungary, represents his most significant diplomatic travel since a November meeting with US President Joe Biden in California.

Hungarian Prime Minister Victor Orban is already China's closest friend within the European Union, while Beijing is even closer to Serbian leader Aleksander Vucic. Both also have their own separate relationships with the Kremlin.

Serbia has been wooed by Moscow, Beijing and the European Union, as well as by France which is selling it new fighter jets -- but it has a long-term face-off with the West over Kosovo and is also looking to push back Western influence in other Balkan states.

While those relations are continuously evolving, Beijing's efforts to create divisions within the West are far from new, both independently and in conjunction with the Russians.

In 1958, as the United States threatened to use atomic weapons to deter Mao Zedong from invading Taiwan's outlying islands while also working to deter a Soviet move against West Berlin, US Secretary of State John Foster Dulles told British Prime Minister Harold Macmillan he believed Moscow and Beijing were conspiring to overstretch Western forces and looking to divide the United States from Europe.

Over the next two decades, it was the United States that successfully helped detach Beijing from Moscow -- although both Russia and China also did plenty to do that themselves. More recently, Vladimir Putin and Mr Xi have again found common ground opposing the West -- if anything, Russian domestic media has hyped the anniversary of the bombing more aggressively than media in China.

Western attempts to detach China from Russia are again under way in earnest -- but Germany and France are also simultaneously working heavily to keep relations open with Beijing.

As Mr Xi visited France last week, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said Europe needed to do more to confront China on a number of issues, warning that otherwise, the European Union would be willing to make "full use" of trade sanctions at its disposal to ensure competition remained fair.

Emmanuel Macron used softer language in calling for a more balanced trade relationship, also using Mr Xi's visit to push his vision of a strategically independent Europe dependent on neither Washington nor Beijing.

But he also pushed China to cut back on its non-lethal support for Moscow on Ukraine, arguing that the survival of the government in Kyiv was vital to the rest of Europe.

The mere fact these discussions were taking place largely with little reference to the United States will, for Beijing, likely feel like a victory. Recent direct US-China discussions have had the feel of some of the angriest Cold War confrontations. As US Secretary of State Antony Blinken left Beijing after his most recent visit, not a single Chinese official was at the airport to say goodbye.

For Beijing, the value of highlighting the US embassy bombing in Belgrade 25 years ago is multifaceted, but Mr Xi's primary audience is most likely domestic.

Since 2021, Chinese bloggers have suggested the US attack was conducted specifically to destroy parts of the stealth aircraft being held in its basement. Such suggestions have pointedly not been taken down by Chinese censors.

Whatever the truth, such tales support Beijing's growing narrative of ongoing confrontation, one in which China will sometimes be forced to take significant risks against the United States.

The events of 1999 took place only three years after Beijing's humiliation in the so-called "Third Taiwan Strait Crisis", in which US President Bill Clinton sent two US carrier battle groups to waters near the island to block Chinese efforts to intimidate voters in Taiwan's first free presidential vote.

Mr Xi's presence and rhetoric of never forgetting the shared suffering of Serbs and Chinese during the Kosovo war also plays well in Serbia -- and in Russia, which felt itself humiliated by US-led actions in the Balkans.

Within the wider world, it is another reminder of a still-often unpopular era of US-led international intervention, much of it without UN approval.

Finally, it plays to European, and particularly French, concerns over the original strike itself.

Shortly after the Kosovo war ended, French officials complained loudly that the raid was planned unilaterally by the United States rather than being run through a Nato targeting process that might have allowed France and other nations to raise objections.

That, in turn, fed long-running concerns in Paris about US dominance of Nato and wider Western strategy, as well as equally long-running US worries over intelligence leaks from France and other allies.

For many in the US, that single target in Belgrade may now feel like ancient history, a one-off mistake with little wider meaning. For China, it is another transgression in more than a century of "humiliation" by the West, one that the current government in Beijing, and Mr Xi in particular, are still signalling that they hope to dramatically reverse. Reuters

Peter Apps is a Reuters columnist writing on defence and security issues.
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									Could the Palestinians be bought out?								

															

																Last week a despairing reader asked me if the solution to the "Middle East Problem" might be to throw money at it: just buy the Palestinians out. Offer every Palestinian in the Israeli-occupied territories enough money to settle somewhere else, and the endless wars might finally end.
I dismissed the notion out of hand, asking "Where's the money coming from?", but I owe that reader an apology. He was "despairing" because he couldn't think of any other way that the conflict could plausibly end except in an ultimate holocaust, nuclear or otherwise.

He had wound up with this outlandish notion of buying the Palestinians out for want of any more plausible outcome, and I had dodged his real question. So here's my real answer, for what it's worth.

First things first. Could money alone ever bring peace to the region?

It would have to be a very large amount of money, because the Palestinian population of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is around five million people. Direct costs of relocation would be at least US$100,000 (3.6 million baht) per person, given that the cost of housing would soar in other parts of the Arab world if five million people with cash entered the market at the same time.

Add another $100,000 a head for living expenses, because a lot of these Palestinians would take a long time to find jobs in their new homes, or never find them. And many of them would own property that they must be compensated for when they leave, so tack on an average of $50,000 a person for that. That's a cool quarter-million a head.

But you're not finished yet. That covers the cost of relocations and compensation for physical assets, but why would Palestinians want to leave in the first place? Bombs and tanks are excluded from this transaction, so your only way of persuading the Palestinians to leave their homeland would be more money. A lot more.

How about another quarter-million dollars per capita, for a total of half a million each? If the Palestinians of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip accepted such an offer, then the grand total cost would be just $2.5 trillion, the equivalent of three years' worth of current US defence expenditure.

Of course, there would be some additional costs. The two million Palestinians who are actually Israeli citizens would have to be made the same offer, and some smaller but still quite significant compensation would need to be paid to the six million Palestinian Arabs living in the surrounding countries, mainly Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt. Say $4 trillion total.

From the financial point of view, it's not completely unthinkable. Legally, it could be seen as a more generous version of what happens when the government makes a "compulsory purchase order", taking over somebody's property to put a road through but offering full compensation.

Except, of course, that in this case what would be required is the voluntary consent of all the Palestinians, or at least the vast majority of them. Half a buy-out is no buy-out at all, and while some people would take the offer, a great many would refuse no matter how generous it was.

It's never just about the money. It's about tradition and neighbourhood and a sense of place. For many in this part of the world, it's also about deep religious hatreds and big historical grievances. You can't just buy your way out of all that.

So what are we left with? The very same thing that Benjamin Netanyahu and the various leaders of Hamas have spent the past thirty years trying to kill: the "two-state solution". Nobody ever thought it was a great solution, but the wiser people on both sides understood that it was the least bad solution. In fact, the only viable solution.

The past seven months, horrible as they have been, have vividly demonstrated the truth of that proposition. Despite the vast gulf between the high-tech Israeli forces and Hamas' 28 (now severely depleted) underground battalions, neither side can inflict a decisive defeat on the other, so they might as well stop.

Be patient. The two-state solution may be back on the table sooner than you think.

Gwynne Dyers is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His new book is 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'. Last year's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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        Vertical gardening reaches new heights
        Centara Grand at CentralWorld has unveiled an organic garden on the 26th floor of the hotel. This initiative marks a significant commitment to sustainability and offers guests a unique farm-to-fork experience in the heart of Bangkok's shopping district.

      

      
        New movies out this week: May 16-22
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Artist presents narratives woven in thread
        The Thai Textile Society is holding a matrilineal exhibition by artist Jakkai Siributr, at 100 Tonson Foundation, Soi Tonson, Phloenchit Road, on Saturday at 10am.

      

      
        Photo exhibition raises funds to help deaf kids
        According to the Foundation for the Deaf under the royal patronage of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother, three out of 1,000 newborns in Thailand experience hearing loss. Due to advanced technology, these children will be able to hear like others if they undergo cochlear implant surgery at an early age. However, the surgery costs 500,000 baht per ear which many parents cannot afford.

      

      
        RBSO stages an evening of French classics
        The Royal Bangkok Symphony Orchestra will present an evening of French music featuring Swiss pianist Louis Schwizgebel as guest soloist, in the Main Hall of Thailand Cultural Centre, Ratchadaphisek Road, on May 25 at 7.30pm.

      

      
        Mark Visakha Bucha Day in Sukhothai
        To commemorate Visakha Bucha Day, worshippers and tourists in the ancient town of Sukhothai are welcome to gather at Wat Chang Lom and participate in the wian thian ceremony between May 21 and 22 to mark the birth, enlightenment and death of Lord Buddha.

      

      
        Foreign buyers show interest in Thai films at Cannes
        CANNES, France: Thai films being showcased at the 77th Cannes Film Festival are attracting attention from prospective international buyers, a development that promises a brighter outlook for both the Thai film and tourism industries, the government says.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: May 15-21
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!

      

      
        Comedy without borders
        Comedic maestro Vir Das will be in Bangkok as part of his Mind Fool Tour on Sunday at KBank Siam Pic-Ganesha. The evening promises to be full of laughter, wit and profound insights.

      

      
        Red Cross charity bazaar is back
        The much-anticipated Diplomatic Red Cross Bazaar will return with a wide range of outstanding products from around the world, at Paragon Hall, 5th floor of Siam Paragon, Rama I Road, from Friday to Sunday, daily from 10am to 8pm.
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									Vertical gardening reaches new heights

									Centara Grand at CentralWorld unveils its organic garden on the 26th floor
								

								Centara Grand at CentralWorld has unveiled an organic garden on the 26th floor of the hotel. This initiative marks a significant commitment to sustainability and offers guests a unique farm-to-fork experience in the heart of Bangkok's shopping district.
								[image: ]

"Our elevated organic garden goes beyond being a simple source of ingredients; it represents our pledge to offer our diners the most sustainable food options available," says Robert Maurer Loeffler, vice president operations and general manager of Centara Grand at CentralWorld.


"The farm-to-fork concept isn't just a trend for us -- it's a tangible practice that our guests can experience first-hand."


[image: ]

The sky-high garden is a green oasis amid the urban landscape, growing a variety of seasonal vegetables and herbs, including varieties butterhead, green cos, red oak, iceberg (frillice iceberg), rocket salad, mini cos, baby cos and kale, as well as aromatic herbs and vegetables such as Thai lemon, big tomato, Italian basil, rosemary, red holy basil, sweet basil, sage and thyme. Each plant is carefully tended to produce the highest quality ingredients for the hotel's culinary creations.


At Centara Grand at CentralWorld, the farm-to-fork concept, ensures that diners enjoy the freshest ingredients while supporting environmentally friendly practices. This organic garden not only provides chefs with the finest produce but also contributes to a more sustainable future reflecting our commitment to excellence and sustainability.

Visit the hotel's website.
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									New movies out this week: May 16-22

									'Monkey Man' marks Dev Patel's directorial and action star debut
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
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The Tenant


Directed by Anant Rasamee.

Who's in it?

Ampha Phusit, Peepo Natchapan and Antonia Posiu.

What's it about?

A broke graphic designer ends up renting a room with a a horrifying story and mysterious neighbours.

Why watch it?

"Between ghosts and people, who is more terrifying?"





[image: ]

Monkey Man


Directed by Dev Patel

Who's in it?

Dev Patel, Sharlto Copley and Pitobash.

What's it about?

An anonymous young man unleashes a campaign of vengeance against the corrupt leaders who murdered his mother and continue to systemically victimize the poor and powerless.

Why watch it?

Due to budget cuts, multiple shots were filmed with GoPros and iPhones.
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Weihe Fangbao Dui (Formed Police Unit)


Directed by Tat-Chiu Lee.

Who's in it?

Johnny Huang, Yibo Wang and Kevin Lee.

What's it about?

The film focuses on the Chinese peacekeeping police. A riot squad on an overseas mission. How the members of the peacekeeping Riot Prevention Team will respond to new and serious challenges?

Why watch it?

The action film is based on real events of the Chinese Formed Police Unit when they were on duty overseas. 



If

Directed by John Krasinski.

Who's in it?

Ryan Reynolds, John Krasinski, Steve Carell and Cailey Fleming.

What's it about?

A young girl who goes through a difficult experience begins to see everyone's imaginary friends who have been left behind as their real-life friends have grown up.

Why watch it?

The Office co-stars reunite.
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 Boy Kills World


Directed by Moritz Mohr.

Who's in it?

Bill Skarsgard, Famke Janssen and Jessica Rothe.

What's it about?

A fever dream action film that follows Boy, a deaf person with a vibrant imagination. When his family is murdered, he is trained by a mysterious shaman to repress his childish imagination and become an instrument of death.

Why watch it?

Samara Weaving was cast as June 27, but stepped down as scheduling conflicts and replaced by Jessica Rothe.
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 Abang Adik


Directed by Lay Jin Ong.

Who's in it?

Kang Ren Wu, Jack Tan and Kim Wang Tan.

What's it about?

Abang and Adi are undocumented orphans in Malaysia. While the older brother, a deaf mute, has resigned himself to a life of poverty, his younger sibling burns with indignation. A brutal accident upsets their relationship's fragile balance.

Why watch it?

Lay Jin Ong's directorial debut.
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 The Strangers: Chapter 1


Directed by Renny Harlin.

Who's in it?

Madelaine Petsch, Gabriel Basso and Rachel Shenton.

What's it about?

After their car breaks down in an eerie small town, a young couple are forced to spend the night in a remote cabin. Panic ensues as they are terrorized by three masked strangers who strike with no mercy and seemingly no motive.

Why watch it?

Lionsgate plans to expand the story in new and unexpected ways with its sequels.



Premieres on May 22
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 The Garfield Movie


Directed by Mark Dindal.

Who's in it?

Chris Pratt, Samuel L. Jackson and Hannah Waddingham.

What's it about?

After an unexpected reunion with Garfield's long-lost father - the cat Vic - he and Odie are forced to abandon their pampered life to join Vic in a high-stakes heist.

Why watch it?

Mark Dindal and David Reynolds' first collaboration after The Emperor's New Groove (2000).
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									Artist presents narratives woven in thread

									
								

								The Thai Textile Society is holding a matrilineal exhibition by artist Jakkai Siributr, at 100 Tonson Foundation, Soi Tonson, Phloenchit Road, on Saturday at 10am.
								Held as part of the Collector's Corner series, the exhibition is based on a series of embroideries centred on the passing of Jakkai's mother. It focuses on two concepts -- giving voice to narratives from the past and acknowledging their memories and legacies; and the impermanence of life, expressed in tightly woven work that states pain of loss and bereavement. The show highlights the essence of womanhood, emphasising significant female figures in his family vis-a-vis hardships in a patrilineal society, regardless of rank or social status, and his relationship with his mother, aunts and grandmother. These figures shaped him into the person he is today.

Known for his iconic use of embroidery, stitching and quilting, Jakkai is one of the most notable practitioners of textile art -- an artform traditionally considered to be gender-specific.

[image: ]
Embroideries by Jakkai Siributr.



For this show, he presents new works made exclusively from reassembled and repurposed garments, textiles and personal objects that belonged to significant women in the family, as well as expanding his ongoing focus on social issues, and the therapeutic power of art making.

Recently, he has also begun to work with various communities through embroidery workshops including refugees on the Thai-Myanmar border and in the US. Jakkai has exhibited in Asia, Europe and the US.

There is no admission fee. For reservations, email bkk.tts@gmail.com. 
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									Photo exhibition raises funds to help deaf kids

									
								

								According to the Foundation for the Deaf under the royal patronage of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother, three out of 1,000 newborns in Thailand experience hearing loss. Due to advanced technology, these children will be able to hear like others if they undergo cochlear implant surgery at an early age. However, the surgery costs 500,000 baht per ear which many parents cannot afford.
								To support parents with children with hearing loss through the Foundation for the Deaf, Prof Nantawat Boramanand, photographer and former dean of the Faculty of Law at Chulalongkorn University, held two black and white photo exhibitions in 2022 titled "The Tale Of Two Cities" and "The Tale Of Two Cities: Epilogue". With great support from donors, these exhibitions were able to fund 21 cochlear implant surgeries.

Following previous success, Nantawat is currently holding another black and white photo exhibition titled "Last Year Photographed By Nantawat", at the Thailand Creative & Design Center (TCDC) Gallery, 1st floor, Charoen Krung Road, until May 25. The exhibition is a fundraising effort to assist children who are on the waiting list for cochlear implant surgery.

"Last Year Photographed By Nantawat" displays 75 photos taken by the professor. The photos have never been displayed anywhere else since they were taken between Jan 1 to Dec 31 last year. The exhibition also showcases 31 works by 10 guest artists -- each of whom has transformed photos by Nantawat into new works using their own style.

[image: ]
Prof Nantawat Boramanand, centre, with guest artists.



The guest artists are HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, ML Chiratorn Chirapravati, Phansakdi Chakkaphak, Prof Thavorn Ko-udomvit, Prof Yanawit Kunchaethong, Boonserm Premthada, Nakrob Moonmanas, Atchalinee Kesornsook, Arinya Kanthino and Rakfah Sutterlin.

Anyone can donate to support cochlear implant surgery through a money transfer to the Foundation for the Deaf, account number 722-2-20808-9, Kasikorn Bank, Rachawat Branch. If donors want a receipt, send a payment slip to Line: @deafthai.

Admission is free. For more information, visit facebook.com/deafthaifoundation.

 

[image: ]
The photo exhibition 'Last Year Photographed By Nantawat'.
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									RBSO stages an evening of French classics

									
								

								The Royal Bangkok Symphony Orchestra will present an evening of French music featuring Swiss pianist Louis Schwizgebel as guest soloist, in the Main Hall of Thailand Cultural Centre, Ratchadaphisek Road, on May 25 at 7.30pm.
								Held in honour of HRH Princess Chulabhorn Krom Phra Srisavangavadhana, the "Louis Schwizgebel Plays Saint-Saens' Piano Concerto" concert will see the return of British maestro Douglas Bostock, who will open the programme with Hector Berlioz's dazzling overture Le Carnaval Romain (The Roman Carnival), an all-time concert hall favourite.

The second half of the programme is dedicated to two contrasting compositions. In his scintillating Valses Nobles Et Sentimentales (Noble And Sentimental Waltzes), Maurice Ravel pays homage to the waltz as a dance form, bathed in subtle Impressionistic instrumental colours.

The evening will conclude with Suite No.2 From L'Arlesienne (The Girl From Arles) by Georges Bizet, with many famous and beloved tunes which will linger in the memory long after the show.

The central spot of the concert is devoted to Camille Saint-Saens' Piano Concerto No.2 performed by Schwizgebel, marking his debut with the orchestra.

[image: ]
Louis Schwizgebel. photo: Caroline Doutre



After studying in Lausanne, Berlin and London, the young pianist embarked on an international career, winning several prestigious prizes. He performs regularly with major orchestras and, as a chamber music partner and recitalist, plays with leading musicians at major concert venues and festivals.

His recording of Saint-Saens' Piano Concertos Nos.2 And 5 with the BBC Symphony Orchestra have won high acclaim and are described in the BBC Music Magazine as "gorgeously singing and wonderfully delicate".

Tickets cost 600, 1,000, 1,500, 2,000 and 2,500 baht (half price for students and seniors aged 60 and above) and can be purchased from Thai Ticket Major outlets (visit thaiticketmajor.com or call 02-262-3456).

Visit rbsothailand.com.
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									Mark Visakha Bucha Day in Sukhothai

									
								

								To commemorate Visakha Bucha Day, worshippers and tourists in the ancient town of Sukhothai are welcome to gather at Wat Chang Lom and participate in the wian thian ceremony between May 21 and 22 to mark the birth, enlightenment and death of Lord Buddha.
								Situated in the Sukhothai Historical Park, the temple will be turned into a recreational place for people of all ages to enjoy a wide range of interesting cultural performances, local delicacies and DIY workshops from 4-9pm. To pay homage to Lord Buddha, visitors can circle the venerable stupa three times while carrying flowers, incense sticks and a lighted candle.

This temple was constructed to house the Lord Buddha's relics. It's home to a Sukhothai-style stupa with a base adorned with 32 sculptures of elephants from the Himmaphan forest to represent Mouth Meru in the heart of Buddhist universe.

Call 055-616-228 or visit the TAT Sukhothai Office on Facebook.

[image: ]
Vivid Sydney



Vivid Sydney 2024 highlights 'Humanity'

From May 24 to June 15, several sites across Sydney, Australia, will be illuminated with an astonishing assortment of multimedia artworks as part of Vivid Sydney 2024. Designed around the "Humanity" theme, the festival has four pillars -- Vivid Light, Vivid Music, Vivid Ideas and Vivid Food, for broadening creative horizons.

Starting from Sydney Tower, American artist Yvette Mattern will use a 40km stretch of rainbow lasers to light up "candles of hope", while award-winning artist Julia Gutman takes visitors on a visual journey with Lighting Of The Sails: Echo (2024) at the Sydney Opera House.

With mesmerising light installations and 3D projections, Reg Mombassa, Guan Wei, Leila Jeffreys and many more join the line-up, converting the city into a dynamic open-air art gallery that expands from Circular Quay to The Goods Line.

A 1km trail in the abandoned railway tunnels underneath Sydney's Wynyard Station will be turned into eight themed chambers, each with a monochromatic colour scheme and backing track of electronic dance music.

Vivid Music brings the city back to life with a wide range of live performances, concerts and DJ sets. Tumbalong Nights features established and emerging artists including Budjerah, grentperez and Mallrat, while the brand-new Machine Hall Precinct is buzzing with headliners like Deerhoof, Jen Cloher and No Fixed Address.

Visit vividsydney.com.

[image: ]
KTC



Credit card travel spending on the up

According to KTC, credit card spending on travel is still rising after Covid-19, and it is utilising key strategies to provide members with exclusive travel experiences, revamping the website to serve as a "one-stop" travel promotion hub, and combining exclusive privileges from over 100 leading travel websites to enhance convenience.

KTC is expanding the high purchasing power member base through stronger partnerships with both domestic and overseas travel merchants, reinforcing the quality of KTC World Travel Service provided by experts and reliable professionals, and strengthening brand awareness of "KTC: The Only Card, All You Need To Travel With".

"In the first quarter of 2024, the travel spend hit the second-highest growth among all categories. KTC travel spenders' behaviours have evolved significantly, many plan their  trips, maximising online channels to discover tourist attractions, book tickets, hotels and travel with purpose, tailoring their itineraries and activities to suit unique lifestyles and preferences," said Pranaya Nithananon, head of credit card marketing at Krungthai Card.

KTC anticipates that by year-end, the travel category will maintain its domination in the industry, achieving a growth rate of over 20%.
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									Foreign buyers show interest in Thai films at Cannes

									Movies seen as key form of soft power, says Ministry of Culture
								

								CANNES, France: Thai films being showcased at the 77th Cannes Film Festival are attracting attention from prospective international buyers, a development that promises a brighter outlook for both the Thai film and tourism industries, the government says.
								The Undertaker, Death Whisperer and Lahn Mah, which have grossed 720 million, 480 million and 300 million baht respectively in Thailand, are likely to get a boost at the film festival taking place until May 25, said Yupha Taweewattanakitborvon, permanent secretary for the Ministry of Culture.

These and other Thai films also double as mediums for promoting the charm of the Thai way of life, which is expected to bring more revenue to the country through tourism and higher economic value to the local creative industry, she told the Bangkok Post on Wednesday.

Twelve Thai production companies are showcasing their works at the Village International zone of the film festival, she said.

The zone features exhibits by national and regional film organisations from over 90 countries among 60 pavilions.

The Thai companies are M Studio, Sahamongkol Film International, Brandthink, Neramitnung Film, GDH559, YGGDRAZIL Group, Night Edge Pictures, Benetone Films, Hollywood (Thailand), Kantana Motion Pictures, Halo Productions and Right Beyond, and the Thai Association of Boys Love Content.

Also at the Thai pavilion are a range of other activities aimed at promoting other popular areas of Thai soft power, including gastronomy and fashion, said Ms Yupha.

Tom yam kung spicy soup, phat mi Korat stir-fried noodles, mi krop sai krathong thong crispy deep-fried thin rice noodles and khao nieo mamuang mango sticky rice are among the popular Thai dishes featured in a cooking demonstration and offered to international visitors, she said.

Guests visiting the Thai pavilion are also being offered a pha khao ma traditional Thai chequered cloth as a free souvenir, she said.

The government also has a policy to promote Thailand as an ideal filming destination, she said.

Thailand has more than beautiful and interesting filming locations to offer but also efficient film crews and production houses, which the government believes will attract more international filmmakers and tourists to the country, she said.

The government is now seeking to promote Thailand's soft power globally with the aim of generating 4 trillion baht in revenue.

Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra is the deputy chairperson of the National Soft Power Strategy committee, which has spearheaded several initiatives in this area.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: May 15-21

									13 new tiles from Netflix, Prime Video and AFN
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								NETFLIX
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 Vanderpump Rules


Premieres on May 15

Jax and Laura-Leigh turn up the heat in the SUR bathroom. A sudden firing sends the staff a message. Stassi and Frank argue over their relationship.
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 Bridgerton: Season 3 -- Part 1


Premieres on May 16

This season focuses on the love story of Colin and Penelope (also known by their fan-given nickname "Polin"), deviating from the original Julia Quinn books the series is based on.
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 Maestro In Blue 


Premieres on May 16

A musician goes to lead a festival on a scenic island, where he begins an unexpected romance and finds himself entwined in other people's problems.
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 The 8 Show


Premieres on May 17

Korean comedy series about eight people trapped in an eight-story building participating in a dangerous game show.
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 Sleep


Premieres on May 17

Nighttime brings terror for a new mother when her husband's sleepwalking activities grow increasingly bizarre and dangerous.
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 Thelma The Unicorn 


Premieres on May 17

A singing pony who dreams of stardom finds instant fame when she transforms into a sparkly unicorn -- but becoming a celebrity is one wild ride.
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 4 Kings 2


Premieres on May 21

The story of friendship and conflicts between vocational students from different institutions in the 90s where violence is the only means of solving all their problems. A turning point comes when they have to face the consequence of their actions, which not only steals their innocent youth and forces them to become society's outcast but also raises the question of whether their "ego" is worth risking their lives to protect.
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 Paper Trail (Android and iOS) 


Netflix Games

Premieres on May 21

This cozy top-down puzzle adventure is set in a foldable paper world where you play as Paige, a budding academic who's leaving home for the first time to pursue her studies. On this journey, you'll uncover secrets, explore new areas, meet characters with memorable stories and solve puzzles by folding the environment and merging the two sides into one.



PRIME VIDEO
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 The Pod Generation


Premieres on May 15

In a not-so-distant future, amid a society madly in love with technology, tech giant Pegazus offers couples the opportunity to share their pregnancies via detachable artificial wombs or pods. And so begins Rachel and Alvy's wild ride to parenthood in this brave new world.
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 Alienoid: Return To The Future


Premieres on May 16

The second part of the 2022 movie Alienoid, a South Korean science fiction action film Retrieving the Divine Sword to unlock the gate of time, Lee Ahn, trapped in the past and attempting to stop the escape of an alien prisoner locked in a human body, searches for Thunder and makes her way back to the future. In the meantime, a weird presence in Mureuk's body disturbs him. Lee Ahn and Mureuk are pursued by two mages, a blind swordsman, and Ja-jang, who wants to claim the divine sword. In the present day, several people are killed by a haava, an alien substance detonated by an escaped alien prisoner. With only 48 minutes left before all the haava explodes, Lee Ahn must open the gate of time, return to the future and stop the heavy detonation. Finally, all the secrets are revealed.
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 Outer Range: Season 2


Premieres on May 16

Outer Range centres on Royal Abbott, a rancher fighting for his land and family, who discovers an unfathomable phenomenon at the edge of Wyoming's wilderness, in the form of a dark void. The mystery surrounding the enigmatic void on the west pasture of the Abbott family ranch deepens in Season Two, as Royal and his wife Cecelia struggle to keep their family together in the aftermath of their granddaughter's sudden disappearance. The stakes have never been higher for the Abbotts, who now face threats on multiple fronts. Season two propels its characters deeper into the void with profound and unforeseen circumstances that could shake the very foundations of time itself.
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 99


Premieres on May 17

Following the treble in '99, Manchester United was elevated to new heights. The club became a global brand with one of the largest fan bases worldwide; Alex Ferguson became "Sir" Alex Ferguson and cemented his place as one of the greatest managers of all time; David Beckham's superstar football and celebrity status soared. Approaching the 1998/99 season however, such scenes were a pipe dream. United had been stunned by a new force in the Premiership, Arsene Wenger's Arsenal, who as reigning champions were looking to create a new era in English football. At the start of the season, summer scandal surrounded young Beckham, whose World Cup red card brought only more unwanted media attention to Ferguson's team. At the same time, United appeared to lack the quality required to win in Europe following the departure of French superstar, Eric Cantona. 1999 therefore presented a fascinating story for Collins, who interviewed the team in search of the answer to how it all happened. The three episodes of the series are divided by the three trophies but they shift back in time to deliver the powerful character arcs of players like Andy Cole and to exhibit the characteristic United spirit, which goes back to the era of iconic manager, Sir Matt Busby, and was in the late 90s epitomised by Ferguson's home-grown talent known as the Class of '92. Director Sampson Collins' access to the team allowed him to discover the players' psychological intensity, their commitment to never giving in no matter what, and their willingness to risk everything to make history. It is the stories the players share with Collins which gives the series more depth than just a retrospective documentary about a good football team. Weaving their personal stories into the journey of the season, Collins shows how their mentality pushed them through dire situations to achieve the miraculous comeback victories witnessed throughout the series.



AFN
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 John Torode's Asia


Premieres on May 21

Masterchef UK host John Torode embarks on an epic Asian culinary journey across Mumbai, Beijing, Hong Kong and Bangkok, meeting extraordinary chefs, discovering hidden gems, and putting his own spin on some beloved Asian classics.
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									Comedy without borders

									Life speaks with Vir Das who is  bringing his unique blend of humour and social commentary to Bangkok
								

								Comedic maestro Vir Das will be in Bangkok as part of his Mind Fool Tour on Sunday at KBank Siam Pic-Ganesha. The evening promises to be full of laughter, wit and profound insights.
								Das is renowned for his unique blend of observational humour and social commentary and his gig in Bangkok is expected to be a highlight.

Mind Fool is more than just a tour title -- it's a concept that taps into the whimsical yet relatable notion of never quite feeling like a fully-fledged adult. According to Das, the show is a celebration of embracing our inner child while navigating the complexities of adulthood. From travel anecdotes to reflections on happiness, kindness, family, love and democracy, Das promises a diverse repertoire that resonates universally.

With over 180 shows in multiple countries under his belt, including a celebrated Netflix special, Das has solidified his reputation as a boundary-breaking comedic force. Beyond his stand-up success, he has made waves in film and television, starring in blockbuster Bollywood hits and international productions like the ABC series Whiskey Cavalier and Netflix's Hasmukh.

In a recent interview with Life, the comedian shared his excitement about returning to Bangkok for a stand-up performance, as well as recalling fond memories from his earlier stint shooting a film in the city.

[image: ]

Congrats on your upcoming Mind Fool Tour show in Bangkok. Have you ever visited Thailand before? 

Yes, I have. I was in a movie shot in Bangkok before called Badmaash Company for Yash Raj Films, and I think we stayed at the Grand Sukhumvit Hotel Bangkok for 45 days during the shoot. I remember doing a couple of public shows there as well, but that was a long time ago. But this is going to be my first time doing proper stand-up in Bangkok.

Can you give us more information about your upcoming performance in Bangkok? What's the meaning behind the Mind Fool title, and what type of impact do you wish to leave on the Thai audience?

The show is called Mind Fool and it's for the idiots in the world who feel like they haven't grown up, which is certainly how I feel. I feel like a child who's pretending to be a grown-up and I think a lot of grown-ups feel that way as well, that they don't really have their stuff together. And so that's the core feeling of the show. We'll talk about travelling, happiness and kindness. We'll talk about family, love and democracy, you know everything. And I hope that you will go home laughing. That's really all.

In your extensive journey across the world, what has been the most profound experience that hasn't translated to the stage yet?

Well, I've been around the world three times. That's a tough question to answer but I think it's my latest project co-directing a movie, which I'm also co-producing and starring in. So this is probably the toughest thing I've ever done because I've never taken a leap like this before in my life.

Due to extensive touring, you've experienced different types of audiences. What do you believe makes your humour global and which elements do you believe resonate most with people?

I'm an outsider, man. It's as clear as that, I'm the perpetual outsider. I grew up in Africa as an Indian and then I was in an African-Indian boarding school. And then I was the Indian guy in college in America. And then I was the guy from American drama school in Bollywood. And then I was the guy from Bollywood who's trying to make it in Hollywood. I've never fitted in anywhere. And that's what makes it global. My show is for the outsiders.

Asides from humour, your shows evoke certain emotions and feel a little bit more introspective, and go beyond comedy and satire. What are you hoping to achieve by this?

Nothing. I'm just talking. I'm just being honest about how I feel and there's no intended outcome. But if you want to have an intended outcome, then you should just do jokes, because then you can say, laughter is dependable. You'll always get laughter. I also like silence once in a while, if it feels natural, and if it doesn't seem manipulative.

You recently performed in some of the world's most famous venues like Carnegie Hall in New York. The atmosphere and history must have been completely different to what you've experienced in the past. How was that for you? 

I don't think it changed the way that I performed. It's definitely high expectations, because it's Carnegie Hall. I was the first comedian from India to do it, and fortunately it sold out months in advance. However, at that moment, you don't want to think about your own legacy or anything. You just want to put the audience first, and so let's make this about them.

So apart from the show, what are you most looking forward to while being in Thailand?

I'm gonna eat a lot. Normally I always try to stay in shape. I'm carb-free and sugar-free, but that breaks when I go there. So I'm just looking forward to enjoying some fine dining and local food in Bangkok.



						

							
						


Vir Das will perform on Sunday at KBank Siam Pic-Ganesha, 7th floor of Siam Square One, Rama I Road. Tickets cost 1,800, 2,800 and 3,500 baht and can be purchased from Thai Ticket Major outlets  (visit thaiticketmajor.com).
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									Red Cross charity bazaar is back

									
								

								The much-anticipated Diplomatic Red Cross Bazaar will return with a wide range of outstanding products from around the world, at Paragon Hall, 5th floor of Siam Paragon, Rama I Road, from Friday to Sunday, daily from 10am to 8pm.
								This is the 57th edition of the annual charity shopping event organised under the "Shop For A Cause" concept by the Thai Red Cross Society in collaboration with spouses of diplomats and their embassies to raise funds for the operation of the Thai Red Cross.

Last year's event raised over 10 million baht from the sale of products, events and raffle tickets. The proceeds are allocated to support various projects that benefit impoverished individuals in Thailand.

The upcoming bazaar will have special prices on products from 57 countries including food, consumer products, clothing, accessories and home decor items.

Among the highlights are home products from leading brands from the US; skincare made from Bulgarian roses, shower gels and lotions from Spain; pure argan oil from Morocco; cashmere clothing, shirts, scarves, shawls and leather goods from Mongolia; and glassware from the Czech Republic.

[image: ]
Products from Sri Lanka. Siam Piwat



Prepare to shop for local products from Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Mexico, Malaysia, Indonesia and China as well as items from Austria and Saudi Arabia.

Besides Thailand's Otop products and items from the Royal Project shops, limited-edition shopping carts featuring gerbera motifs from the Thai Red Cross Society will be available at 500 baht each.

Another special feature of the event is Diplomatic Red Cross Bazaar raffle tickets, priced at 50 baht each. The raffle draw will take place on Sunday, at 5pm.

This year also marks the first time that Thai Red Cross souvenirs and raffle tickets will be available for purchase through the online platform iredcross.org. This is a new channel for people from all over the world to contribute to a good cause.

Entry to the fair is 50 baht at the doors (40 baht for early birds who purchase online tickets via iredcross.org by today).

Visit facebook.com/diplomaticredcrossbazaar.

 

[image: ]

[image: ]
A limited-edition shopping cart from the Thai Red Cross Society. Siam Piwat
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