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        Elections 2024 live updates: Biden campaign accepts invite to a vice-presidential debate
        Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        Live updates: Michael Cohen pressed on past lies during cross-examination at Trump's hush money trial
        Shayna Jacobs

        Michael Cohen returned to the witness stand to be cross-examined in Donald Trump's trial on allegations of business fraud related to a hush money payment.

      

      
        Voters key to past Democratic wins are skeptical and undermotivated
        Philip Bump

        New polling reinforces President Biden's struggles as the general election nears.

      

      
        Supreme Court rejects broad challenge to consumer watchdog CFPB
        Justin Jouvenal, Ann Marimow

        The Biden administration urged the Supreme Court to reject an appeals court decision that cast doubt on Congress's authority to decide how to fund an agency.

      

      
        Trump's 'they're out to get me' campaign and its enablers
        Philip Bump

        In 2016, he was the outsider. In 2020, he was the incumbent. In 2024, Trump's running as the victim.

      

      
        The biggest 2024 Supreme Court rulings so far, and what's still to come
        Ann Marimow, Nick Mourtoupalas, Tobi Raji

        We're tracking decisions in the biggest cases before the Supreme Court in 2024. See the latest.

      

      
        U.S. military anchors floating pier to Gaza, set to begin aid effort
        Dan Lamothe

        President Biden said the floating pier will help alleviate Gaza's humanitarian crisis, but critics fear the operation will put U.S. troops at risk.

      

      
        The moderate reinvention of Ruben Gallego, Senate hopeful in Arizona
        Sabrina Rodriguez

        The liberal congressman has raced to the political middle in a key battleground where moderates have a huge influence. Will it work?

      

      
        The 2024 Biden-Trump debates are scheduled. Here are 2020's highlights.
        Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff

        The first of the 2020 presidential debates was so marred by personal attacks and accusations that mute buttons were added for the second Trump-Biden debate.

      

      
        Biden and Trump agree to CNN debate in June, ABC faceoff in September
        Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey

        President Biden announced earlier that he would not participate in the traditional televised showdowns organized by the bipartisan Commission on Presidential Debates.

      

      
        Supreme Court restores Louisiana voting map with majority-Black district
        Patrick Marley, Justin Jouvenal, Ann Marimow

        The court had been asked to resolve uncertainty over which map Louisiana will use, with just months to go before the 2024 election.

      

      
        Senators studied AI for a year. Critics call the result 'pathetic.'
        Cat Zakrzewski

        The 31-page "road map" calls for a $32 billion infusion for AI research and development and asks congressional committees to develop legislation.

      

      
        Michael Cohen seemed to have delivered for prosecutors -- if jurors believe him
        Perry Stein

        Donald Trump's ex-fixer offered key evidence about the former president's involvement in the New York hush money trial, but also has past credibility issues.

      

      
        Beyonce gifted concert tickets to Vice President Harris, new disclosure shows
        Patrick Svitek

        ESPN also gifted Harris tickets to a college football game last year, according to the annual report, which the White House released Wednesday.

      

      
        Key Senate matchups set for November in Maryland, West Virginia
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        The incomprehensible, unattainable scale of Trump's deportation plan
        Philip Bump

        The former president has said he will send nearly 5 percent of U.S. residents out of the country if he's reelected.

      

      
        Jewish staffer resigns from Biden administration over Gaza
        Yasmeen Abutaleb

        Lily Greenberg Call, a staffer at the Interior Department, cites Jewish heritage in accusing Biden of "disastrous" support for Israel's military campaign.

      

      
        David Trone and the history of candidates lighting their money on fire
        Aaron Blake

        The Maryland Senate candidate spent $62 million of his own money, only to lose a primary. But others have fared worse -- at least on a dollars-per-vote basis.
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Elections 2024 live updates: Biden campaign accepts invite to a vice-presidential debate 
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, David Ovalle, Fenit Nirappil, Erin Cox, Maeve Reston, Meryl Kornfield, Laura Vozzella, Sabrina Rodriguez, Salvador Rizzo, Philip Bump, Jacqueline Alemany, Perry Stein, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Patrick Marley, Justin Jouvenal, Ann Marimow, Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey | 2024-05-16
President Biden's reelection campaign said Thursday it has accepted an invitation from CBS News to participate in a vice-presidential debate this summer. Biden and former president Donald Trump agreed Wednesday to debate on June 27 and Sept. 10. Biden's campaign has proposed that a vice-presidential debate happen in late July after the Republican National Convention.
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Live updates: Michael Cohen pressed on past lies during cross-examination at Trump's hush money trial  
Michael Cohen returned to the witness stand to be cross-examined in Donald Trump's trial on allegations of business fraud related to a hush money payment. 
By Shayna Jacobs, Hannah Knowles, Rachel Weiner, Devlin Barrett, Jeremy Barr, Perry Stein, Aaron Blake, Niha Masih, Washington Post staff | 2024-05-16
Donald Trump's former fixer Michael Cohen  testified Thursday that he lied before Congress and in other official proceedings, as cross-examination continued for a second day in the former president's hush money and records falsification trial. Cohen's testimony is key to the prosecution's case, tying Trump to reimbursements for the hush money payment to adult-film actress Stormy Daniels, and prosecutors have said Cohen will be their last witness. Trump's defense team is grilling him aggressively, trying to undermine both his prior testimony and his credibility.
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Voters key to past Democratic wins are skeptical and undermotivated
New polling reinforces President Biden's struggles as the general election nears.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-16

An attendee holds a "Scranton Loves Joe" sign ahead of a Pennsylvania campaign event with President Biden on April 16. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post) 


Joe Biden's 2020 election can be broadly attributed to two overlapping factors: Americans generally like him and generally disliked Donald Trump. But the latter factor was stronger. Asked why they planned to vote the way they did, a large chunk of Biden supporters consistently indicated in the months before that election that they planned to back him because they wanted to kick Trump out of the White House.
Pew Research Center analysis of the electorate in 2020 found that it was more heavily non-White (up to 28 percent of the electorate from 26 percent in 2016) and more heavily young (voters under 30 went from 13 to 15 percent of voters). They helped give Biden his large popular- and narrow electoral-vote win.
Now, as new polling indicates, those same groups are more skeptical of Biden and less enthusiastic about voting for him.
The new data comes from Fox News's polling team which, despite the reputation of the cable news channel itself, is justifiably regarded as fair and unbiased. It found a familiar assessment of the Biden-Trump rematch: The two candidates earned about the same level of support overall.
Within that, though, we see the challenges for Biden. In 2020, Pew had him up 24 points with voters under 30. Fox News has him tied with Trump among voters under 35 and trailing among voters under 45. Pew had him up 84 points among Black voters in 2020; Fox has him up only 49 points, albeit with a wide margin of error.




Add Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s third-party candidacy into the mix and you see that he pulls more support from younger and independent voters than from other groups. This makes sense, given that younger voters are more likely to identify as independent.




The poll also showed the shift in views of the two candidates since 2020. Now, respondents are more likely to say they view Trump very favorably than they are to say that of Biden, in part because Republicans are more likely to offer strong praise for their candidate than Democrats are to offer such praise for theirs.




Notice, again, that younger respondents are also less likely to view Biden favorably than older respondents. And while a majority of non-White respondents view Biden favorably, only 55 percent do.
Fox News's poll also asked how enthusiastic voters were about the 2024 election. Independents were significantly less likely to indicate enthusiasm, which isn't surprising given past patterns -- but which again in part reflects lower enthusiasm among younger Americans. Non-White respondents were also less likely to indicate strong enthusiasm than White respondents.




Across the board, Trump supporters were more likely to say that they planned to vote for the former president as a sign of support for him, rather than in opposition to Biden. Biden supporters, however, were split in their motivations. About half said their support for the incumbent was centrally about blocking Trump.




Again, that impulse was enough in 2020. But, in 2020, there was a huge surge in turnout partly derived from enthusiasm about booting Trump from office. Polling, including this data from Fox News, suggests that the same sense of urgency doesn't yet exist for key parts of Biden's 2020 coalition.
For all of that, Biden is still tied. The question he faces now is whether voters who leaned his way in 2020 will come out to vote at all.
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Supreme Court rejects broad challenge to consumer watchdog CFPB 
The Biden administration urged the Supreme Court to reject an appeals court decision that cast doubt on Congress's authority to decide how to fund an agency.

By Justin Jouvenal, Ann Marimow | 2024-05-16

The Supreme Court. (Kent Nishimura for The Washington Post) 


The Supreme Court on Thursday rejected a broad challenge to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, reversing a lower-court ruling that would have undermined the watchdog agency Congress created 12 years ago in the wake of the financial crisis.
The CFPB ruling is the first of a series of decisions the justices will issue this term on the power and reach of federal agencies, long a target of conservatives and some corporate interests. In a 7-2 decision written by Justice Clarence Thomas, the court said the CFPB's funding mechanism is constitutional. The agency is funded through profits of the Federal Reserve, not an annual appropriation by Congress.
An adverse ruling could have raised broader questions about how Congress funds the Federal Reserve -- and even Social Security and payments to the national debt. It might have also opened challenges to a decade of enforcement actions and more than $20 billion recovered by the CFPB on behalf of consumers.
Thomas wrote that under the Constitution, "an appropriation is simply a law that authorizes expenditures from a specified source of public money for designated purposes."
"The statute that that provides the Bureau's funding meets these requirements," he added.
Two other conservative justices, Neil M. Gorsuch and Samuel A. Alito Jr., dissented, saying the ruling would allow the agency to "bankroll its own agenda" without oversight from Congress.
"There is apparently nothing wrong with a law that empowers the Executive to draw as much money as it wants from any identified source for any permissible purpose until the end of time," Alito wrote.
The case involved a decision by the conservative U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit that said the funding source Congress adopted to ensure the CFPB's independence violated the Constitution's command requiring congressional appropriation of money. The decision, by panel of three judges nominated by President Donald Trump, said the agency's insulation from congressional committees doubled the violation.
The Court of Appeals found "[e]ven among self-funded agencies, the Bureau is unique," adding its creation was "an innovation with no foothold in history or tradition."
The Biden administration rejected the 5th Circuit's view, telling the justices that the Constitution bestowed the power of the purse to Congress but set few limits on how appropriations could be made.
The CFPB was was created by Congress in response to the 2008 financial crisis, putting scattered federal consumer protections under one structure. Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), who at the time advised the Obama administration, played a lead role in the legislation.
Warren was scheduled to appear on the steps of the Supreme Court Thursday afternoon to applaud the decision.
"This isn't the last attack on the CFPB we'll see from Wall Street, the banks, and their Republican allies," Warren said in a statement. "When an agency is this effective at sticking up for working families against industry's consumer abuses, it's an obvious target for multi-million dollar lobbying campaigns."
The Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act moved to insulate the CFPB from political influence by making the agency independent from Congress's annual appropriation process.
The agency instead is funded from the profits of the Federal Reserve, which itself is funded through bank assessments. The bureau's budget may not exceed 12 percent of the Fed's annual operating expenses or $734 million in 2022. So far, the agency has not asked for all of its authorized budget in any given year.
Thursday's ruling exposed an unusual split between the court's most conservative members on how to read the appropriations clause of the Constitution.
Thomas said that based on historical practice Congress need only "identify a source of public funds and authorize the expenditure of those funds." Alito, joined by Gorsuch, disagreed.
In a separate concurrence, Justice Elena Kagan said it is not just founding-era history that supports the CFPB's funding structure, but continuing tradition and practice.
"Throughout our history, Congress has created a variety of mechanisms to pay for government operations," she wrote, joined by Justices Sonia Sotomayor, Brett M. Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett. "Whether or not the CFPB's mechanism has an exact replica, its essentials are nothing new."
The case, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau v. Community Financial Services Association of America, began as a challenge to the Payday Lending Rule, the CFPB regulations for payday loans, car title loans and other loans with high interest rates. The association, which is a trade group for payday lenders, challenged the rule on statutory and constitutional grounds. But the appeals court seized on a separate argument over the CFPB's funding structure to invalidate the rule.
The most consequential remaining cases before the court that could reshape federal power are a pair of lawsuits challenging Chevron, a landmark ruling that requires courts defer to federal agency's interpretations of ambiguous laws as long as those readings are reasonable. The legal precedent established by Chevron has formed the basis for countless federal regulations.
Lower courts still rely on the ruling, but the Supreme Court has moved away from its holdings in recent years.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Trump's 'they're out to get me' campaign and its enablers
In 2016, he was the outsider. In 2020, he was the incumbent. In 2024, Trump's running as the victim.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-16

Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.), is among the lawmakers listening as former president Donald Trump speaks to reporters before his Manhattan criminal trial on Thursday. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


An email sent from Republican National Committee co-chair Lara Trump, daughter-in-law of the former president, promised that she had an announcement to make.
"I'll be on Hannity in 1 hour to address the nation on behalf of my father-in-law," it read, "but first I want to talk to you personally. President Trump's enemies are spewing vicious lies about him but he's not even allowed to defend himself! That's why I need you to DEFEND TRUMP."
That required defense, as you might expect, took the form of a campaign contribution.
When Lara Trump appeared on Sean Hannity's Fox News program, there was no announcement. There was, however, a reiteration of the rhetoric from the email.
"The scales have always been tipped against Donald Trump," she insisted, having claimed that Hillary Clinton in 2016 colluded with Russia (she didn't) and that in 2020, CIA agents had said the Hunter Biden laptop was fake (they didn't). "And this year more than ever with all the lawfare, with all we've seen against him -- in some crazy way, Sean, they've actually prepared him for this moment."
"It's rigged so heavily in Joe Biden's favor but everything always is," she continued, lamenting that Hollywood, the music industry (a hobbyhorse of hers at the moment) and the judiciary are stacked against the former president.
The "lawfare" and "judiciary" complaints, of course, center on the criminal trial in Manhattan. There, Trump is accused of falsifying business records to cover up a payment his attorney made to an adult-film actress before the 2016 election. But to Trump and his allies, this is simply an out-of-control law enforcement/judicial apparatus targeting a hated and feared political rival.
There's also another angle of persecution that Team Trump has been playing up in New York. The former president's incessant disparagement of parties to the case -- prosecutors, witnesses -- led the judge to impose limits on what he is allowed to say publicly. This, in turn, has been spun as more anti-Trump oppression. It is a neat little microcosm of the case, really: he is on trial for allegedly doing things that led to legal repercussions and in response to the trial did things that led to legal repercussions.
The response is the one Lara Trump put in that email: He's not even allowed to defend himself! This comes up regularly in Fox News commentary. It's the argument that was presented by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) when he made his pilgrimage to Lower Manhattan to stand by Trump earlier this week.
"They're overriding his constitutional right to defend himself from political smears from his harshest critics at the most important time," Johnson said, speaking outside the courthouse. He offered a version of the same line when speaking to reporters on Capitol Hill last week.
The idea that Trump is embattled is not new, certainly. It is and has always been central to his political pitch: He is fighting the powers that be on behalf of the forgotten common man. It is central to his appeal, as well. He is a "straight shooter" because he says the things that were long considered forbidden (often because they were false or racist or otherwise disparaging). He pledged to fight the evolution of the country, to protect those who see themselves as being left behind. As his followers would tell you, he was fighting for them -- or the leading edge of an effort to take down everyone who shares his politics.
"The trial of former president Donald J. Trump is an ominous warning that we are all future defendants," one host on a right-wing media outlet said this week. "We are all potential future defendants. Not hyperbole and, no, it's not an over-exaggeration. It is unfortunately the state of affairs in 2024."
But there is a shift in his rhetoric now: He is more often positioning himself defensively rather than offensively. They are coming after him aggressively because they want to keep him from helping his base, as he presents it. His fight is still on their behalf, not his own -- but now he needs help.
The appearance of multiple Republican elected officials, such as Johnson, at and outside the Manhattan courthouse has been framed as their helping Trump avoid running afoul of the gag order by having surrogates attack his opponents on his behalf. But despite the rhetoric about Trump not being able to defend himself, the arguments they offer about the case are as pervasive as they are rote. What their appearance shows, instead, is an image of Republicans standing behind Trump -- often literally. They are modeling what it looks like to defend Trump as he's enduring this fight.
On Wednesday, the House select committee formed when Republicans took power in 2023 held a hearing. Its mandate is ostensibly to unearth examples of the government and federal law enforcement engaging in biased, partisan activity -- it is called the committee on "weaponization of the federal government" -- but its focus has generally been to air grievances that bubbled up in right-wing media and conversation.
The committee's top Democrat, Rep. Stacey Plaskett (D-Virgin Islands), excoriated the committee's efforts in her opening remarks.
"We're here because a former president is on trial in New York," she said. "That's why we're here."
She played a clip from Fox host Maria Bartiromo challenging a Republican member of the committee.
"President Trump is in a trial all day long, every day in New York City. Where is this committee of weaponization and what are you doing about it?" Bartiromo asked. She claimed that "we're losing the country" and then continued her criticism. "With all due respect, I'm not blaming you specifically, but it's not enough to set up a committee that's called the weaponization of federal government. That's not doing it for anybody. We want to hear more from you. We want to hear action. We want to know what the heck is going on in this New York trial where nobody can seem to come up with a crime."
Why, she was asking, wasn't this committee formed specifically to push back on the purported Deep State doing more in Trump's defense? Why aren't you helping him?
The short answer, of course, is that the Manhattan trial is untethered to any federal efforts. But Bartiromo -- perhaps the most eager consumer of pro-Trump rhetoric to appear on cable television -- simply wants the committee to engage in "action" that comes to Trump's defense.
"Trump is charged in these cases because there is sufficient evidence to reasonably believe that he committed almost 100 serious crimes in this country," Plaskett said at the hearing, in response to Bartiromo. She accused the committee's Republican majority of "using its platform to bully American people into believing falsehoods, falsehoods which serve little purpose other than to scare everyday Americans, spread confusion, and attempt to reelect Donald Trump."
This is, in fact, the "action" that it and its Republican members are often undertaking.
Trump's political rhetoric has been thematically consistent from the outside: him against the world, us against them. But his positioning of himself has varied. In 2016, he was the outside challenger. In 2020, he was the powerful incumbent. Now he's the victim, the guy who they're trying to attack relentlessly.
Gagged by the judge in New York and forced to endure cold temperatures in the courtroom, he needs your help. A recurring monthly contribution, preferably.
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The biggest 2024 Supreme Court rulings so far, and what's still to come
We're tracking decisions in the biggest cases before the Supreme Court in 2024. See the latest.
By Ann Marimow, Nick Mourtoupalas, Tobi Raji | 2024-05-16
In a Supreme Court term that coincides with the 2024 presidential primary season, the justices are at the center of many of the nation's most politically sensitive debates. At the top of the list: former president Donald Trump's eligibility to return to the White House and a challenge to a key element of the criminal charges against him related to his efforts to overturn Joe Biden's 2020 election victory.
Also this term, abortion is back at the court, with one case involving access to the medication mifepristone, widely used to terminate pregnancies, and another focused on emergency abortion care at hospitals. A trio of cases challenge the power of federal agencies, long a target of conservatives concerned about what they consider unaccountable government bureaucrats.
Gun rights and state laws restricting social media companies from removing certain political posts or accounts are in the mix as well.
Here's a look at the major cases we are tracking from now until the end of the Supreme Court's term in June or early July. We will update the list as each case is decided, or as arguments are held in those that have not yet been heard.
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau v. Consumer Financial Services Association of America
What they ruled: The funding mechanism Congress adopted to ensure the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau's independence is constitutional and does not violate the Constitution's command requiring congressional appropriation of money.
Why it matters: The CFPB case is one of several the high court heard this term that challenge the power of federal agencies, long a target of conservatives concerned about regulation and government bureaucrats whom they see as unaccountable to the public. The Biden administration has said that a ruling in favor of the challengers could have implications for the funding of other regulatory agencies, including the Federal Reserve Board, and could even cast doubt on Social Security and payments to the national debt.
Muldrow v. City of St. Louis
What they ruled: Workers can pursue employment discrimination claims over job transfers without having to show that the involuntary move caused a "significant disadvantage," such as harm to career prospects or a change in salary or rank.
Why it matters: Some lower courts had ruled that employees must show they suffered significant harm from a job transfer to successfully lodge a discrimination complaint under Title VII, a federal civil rights law. In unanimously ruling on April 17 on behalf of a female police sergeant in St. Louis who said she was reassigned to a less prestigious role because she is a woman, the Supreme Court lowered that bar. Employees still have to show they experienced some harm.
O'Connor-Ratcliff v. Garnier and Lindke v. Freed
What they ruled: Public officials can be liable for blocking or deleting critics from their social media accounts -- but only when they are acting in an official capacity and with "actual authority" to speak on behalf of the government. In a pair of unanimous decisions issued March 15, the court said public officials are still private citizens with their own constitutional rights.
Why it matters: Lower courts have been divided over how to determine when government employees are acting in an official capacity online and are therefore bound by First Amendment restrictions on censorship, and when they are acting as private citizens, with individual free-speech rights. The Supreme Court decisions set the rules for interactions between the government and its citizens, who are increasingly relying on popular social media platforms to access public officials and critical community information.
Donald Trump v. Norma Anderson
What they ruled: Colorado cannot disqualify Trump from election ballots because of his actions before and during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. In a decision issued March 4, the justices said the Constitution does not permit a single state to bar a presidential candidate from national office, declaring that such responsibility "rests with Congress and not the states."
Why it matters: The Colorado Supreme Court and judges or officials in a few other states had ruled that Trump could be barred from returning to office under Section 3 of the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The post-Civil War era provision was intended to prevent Confederate leaders from returning to positions of power and has rarely been invoked in modern times. Had it been applied to Trump, who is again running for president, it would have upended the 2024 election by keeping the Republican front-runner off the ballot.
Trump v. United States
Oral argument: Held April 25
What's at stake: Whether Trump is immune from prosecution for his alleged efforts to stay in power by overturning Joe Biden's election victory.
Background: Trump's unprecedented claim that presidents cannot be criminally charged for acts they undertook while in the White House will directly impact whether he goes on trial in D.C. on election-obstruction charges. It could also affect his separate trials in Florida and Georgia. At oral argument, the justices appeared ready to say Trump can be prosecuted but rule in a way that requires more pretrial action from lower courts, further delaying his stalled trial in the nation's capital.
Fischer v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held April 16
What's at stake: Whether prosecutors properly charged hundreds of Jan. 6 defendants and Trump using a law that makes it a crime to obstruct or impede an official proceeding -- in this case, the disruption of Congress's certification of Biden's 2020 election victory.
Background: The case concerns whether a law written in the wake of the Enron scandal, which involved document-shredding by the company's accountants, can be used to prosecute some of the Jan. 6 rioters. At oral argument, the court appeared deeply divided, with several conservatives quite skeptical of the government's decision to charge participants under the law.

Pro-Trump protesters attempt to tear down a police barricade during a rally to contest the certification of the 2020 presidential election results at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters)


U.S. v. Rahimi
Oral argument: Held Nov. 7
What's at stake: Whether a law disarming individuals subject to domestic-violence protective orders violates the Second Amendment.
Background: At oral argument in November, the justices seemed poised to allow the ban on gun possession for people who are subject to domestic-violence protective orders. Such a decision would be among the first to show the limits of New York State Rifle & Pistol Assoc. v. Bruen, the court's historic 2022 decision expanding the rights of gun owners. It requires the government to point to historical analogues when defending gun restrictions.
Garland v. Cargill
Oral argument: Held Feb. 28
What's at stake: Whether a federal ban on bump stocks -- which, when attached to rifles, speed up how quickly bullets can be fired -- is permitted under federal law.
Background: The Trump administration announced the ban after a Las Vegas gunman used the devices in 2017 to kill dozens of people in the deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history. The Biden administration is defending the rule, asserting that bump stocks fit the legal definition of machine guns, banned since 1986. At oral argument, several justices expressed concern about the carnage bump stocks can bring. But they were divided on whether the machine gun ban applies to the devices.
FDA v. Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine
Oral argument: Held March 26
What's at stake: Whether to restrict access to a key abortion medication used in more than half of all U.S. abortions and first approved by the Food and Drug Administration in 2000. Abortion medication has increased in importance as more than a dozen states have restricted or banned abortion since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022.
Background: At oral argument, the justices seemed unlikely to limit access to mifepristone, part of a two-drug regimen used to terminate pregnancies. A majority of justices expressed deep skepticism that the antiabortion doctors challenging the Food and Drug Administration's loosening of regulations for the medication have suffered the type of direct harm that would give them legal grounds to bring the lawsuit.
Idaho v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held April 24
What's at stake: Whether a federal law requiring emergency room care for life-threatening cases means ER doctors in states with strict abortion bans must nevertheless terminate pregnancies in certain circumstances.
Background: After the Supreme Court eliminated the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, the Biden administration turned to a Medicare law as a narrow way to challenge state-level abortion bans in federal court. The Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act requires hospitals receiving Medicare funds to treat or transfer patients with emergency medical conditions regardless of ability to pay. At oral argument, the conservative justices expressed skepticism that the law requires hospitals to provide emergency abortion care in states with strict bans on the procedure.
NetChoice, LLC v. Paxton and Moody v. NetChoice, LLC
Oral argument: Held Feb. 26
What's at stake: Whether the First Amendment allows states to restrict social media companies from removing certain political posts or accounts.
Background: At oral argument, justices seemed skeptical that the First Amendment permits state governments to set rules for how social media companies such as Facebook and YouTube curate content. Even as justices expressed concern about the power of the platforms over public debate, a majority appeared likely to block Texas and Florida laws passed in 2021. The court's review of the laws is the highest-profile examination to date of allegations that Silicon Valley companies illegally censor conservative viewpoints.
Murthy v. Missouri
Oral argument: Held March 18
What's at stake: Whether the Biden administration violated the First Amendment in its contacts with social media companies about public health and election misinformation.
Background: At oral argument, the justices seemed poised to reject the Republican-led effort to sharply limit the federal government from pressuring social media companies to remove harmful posts and misinformation from their platforms. Republican attorneys general in Louisiana and Missouri initiated the lawsuit, which raised significant and novel questions about how free-speech protections apply online.
Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo and Relentless, Inc. v. Dept. of Commerce
Oral argument: Held Jan. 17
What's at stake: Whether courts must continue to defer to the reasonable interpretations of agency officials enforcing ambiguous federal statutes. Conservatives concerned about the power of the administrative state want to limit the discretion of agency officials and allow courts to interpret laws regulating the environment, the workplace, public health and financial markets.
Background: The court is being asked to overturn a long-standing precedent that set the framework for evaluating agency action known as "Chevron deference," from a 1984 case, Chevron U.S.A. v. Natural Resources Defense Council. While the Supreme Court has not invoked Chevron in recent years, lower courts still rely on it. The court's conservative majority seemed inclined during argument to overturn or significantly scale back Chevron, which could weaken the government's ability to regulate vast swaths of American life.

Skipper Patrick Quinn works aboard the Retriever while docked at a Norpel facility with a boat full of herring in New Bedford, Mass., on Jan. 3. The fish are at the center of the regulatory oversight case. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


Securities and Exchange Commission v. Jarkesy
Oral argument: Held Nov. 29
What's at stake: Whether in-house legal proceedings used by the Securities and Exchange Commission to discipline those accused of committing fraud are unconstitutional.
Background: A lower court ruled the SEC's in-house tribunals violate the Constitution's Seventh Amendment right to a jury trial, that Congress exceeded its power in allowing such tribunals and that the job security provided to administrative law judges who hear such cases infringed on the executive branch's prerogatives. A broad decision could cast doubt on the work administrative law judges do across the federal government, but the justices critical of the SEC procedures seemed to be looking for a more narrow resolution during oral argument.
Harrington v. Purdue Pharma
Oral argument: Held Dec. 4
What's at stake: The legality of a proposed Purdue Pharma bankruptcy plan that would allocate billions of dollars to help ease the nation's opioid crisis but shield the family that owns the company from future lawsuits.
Background: The legal issue before the court is whether, according to federal bankruptcy laws, the Sackler family can be spared from future opioid-related litigation by those who do not consent to give up their rights to sue. Purdue attorneys and the vast number of parties that agreed to the deal see it as the best hope of ending years of legal disputes and recovering at least a portion of their claims. The Justice Department opposes the plan and says another settlement could be worked out that doesn't necessarily involve releases or bankruptcy.
Alexander v. South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP
Oral argument: Held Oct. 11
What's at stake: Whether South Carolina's redrawn congressional map is an illegal racial gerrymander.
Background: A lower court found that South Carolina's new congressional map "exiled" 30,000 Black voters to create a district safer for a White Republican incumbent. The justices are considering whether the maps violated the Constitution's bar on using race as an unjustified and predominant factor in drawing districts.
City of Grants Pass, Oregon v. Gloria Johnson
Oral argument: Held April 22
What's at stake: Whether state and local officials can punish homeless individuals for camping and sleeping in public spaces when shelter beds are unavailable.
Background: A lower court declared it unconstitutional to enforce anti-camping laws against homeless individuals when they have nowhere else to sleep. Democratic leaders in cities on the West Coast say the ruling has made it more difficult to address safety and public health risks created by tents and makeshift structures. At oral argument, the justices expressed concern about punishing homeless people for sleeping outside when they have nowhere else to go, while also struggling with how to ensure local and state leaders have flexibility to deal with the growing number of unhoused individuals nationwide.
Moore v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held Dec. 5
What's at stake: A challenge to a provision of Trump's 2017 tax package. Experts say invalidating the provision could destabilize the nation's tax system and preemptively block Congress from creating a wealth tax.
Background: The justices are considering whether a one-time tax on offshore earnings that helped pay for Trump's massive tax cuts is permitted under the limited powers of taxation that the Constitution grants Congress. At oral argument, justices from across the ideological spectrum seemed skeptical of the challenge brought by a Washington state couple and backed by an anti-regulatory advocacy group.
Ohio v. EPA, Kinder Morgan Inc. v. EPA, American Forest & Paper Assn. v. EPA, U.S. Steel Corp. v. EPA
Oral argument: Feb. 21
What's at stake: The court is reviewing the Biden administration's plan to limit smog-forming pollutants from power plants and other industrial facilities that cause problems for their downwind neighbors in other states.
Background: At oral argument, the conservative majority seemed poised to halt the Environmental Protection Agency's effort to cut emissions from power plants and factories to reduce pollution that blows into neighboring states, a setback to an ambitious federal initiative to cut lung-damaging smog. The initiative was challenged by three Republican-governed states and industry groups, who said they could not bear the cost and questioned whether the program would work, especially because some states have been excluded by other legal challenges.
Robert Barnes and Justin Jouvenal contributed to this report. Justice illustrations by Shelly Tan.
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U.S. military says Gaza pier is anchored, aid deliveries set to begin
President Biden said the floating pier will help alleviate Gaza's humanitarian crisis, but critics fear the operation will put U.S. troops and others at risk.
By Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton | 2024-05-16

A U.S. military ship off the coast of Gaza on April 27. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The U.S. military said Thursday that its floating pier had been anchored to the Gaza shoreline and promised that humanitarian deliveries to the war-ravaged territory would begin "within days," after delays and amid objections from critics who fear that the operation, directed by President Biden, will leave those involved vulnerable to attack.
In a morning call with reporters, officials from the Pentagon and the U.S. Agency for International Development warned that there are still challenges to effectively increasing the amount of aid for Palestinian civilians on the brink of famine, including weather and the need to ensure workers' safety.
U.S. Central Command, which oversees military operations in the Middle East, said the pier was anchored about 7:40 a.m. local time. Ships in the Mediterranean Sea are on standby waiting to unload an initial tranche of 500 tons of aid, with thousands of tons more in the pipeline, said Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, Centcom's deputy commander.

A photo released Thursday by the Israeli army shows Israeli troops working along the Gaza coast where the U.S. military's floating pier will facilitate aid deliveries into the territory. (AFP/Getty Images)


U.S. officials have said they anticipate the operation beginning with about 90 trucks per day coming over the pier via an attached floating causeway, before ramping up to 150 trucks daily as they smooth out the process. The Pentagon has said that, eventually, up to 2 million meals per day could be moved into Gaza via this "maritime corridor."
About 1,000 U.S. soldiers and sailors are committed to the mission, including 14 U.S. and partner nation ships. No American personnel will set foot in Gaza, officials have stressed. The Israeli military has dedicated a brigade of soldiers and other assets for the security effort.
Poor weather and rough seas have delayed its start, initially anticipated in early May. The pier was assembled and moved to the Israeli port of Ashdod, north of Gaza, to ride out the adverse conditions. Over coming days, Cooper said, personnel will race to deliver as much aid as possible while the forecast is favorable.
Security remains a chief concern, too -- for civilians, aid workers and troops alike, officials said. Militants have attacked Israeli personnel working on the land component of the pier, and Israeli strikes have killed numerous aid workers in Gaza, including seven people with World Central Kitchen in April who were slain despite coordinating their movements with the Israeli military.
Israeli leaders have said such incidents were mistakes and vowed to improve the military's targeting processes. But Sonali Korde, a top official in USAID's Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance, said that deconfliction measures still fall short and that those conversations with the Israelis were ongoing.
"They need to get to a place where humanitarian aid workers feel safe and secure and able to operate safely," she said. "I don't think we're there yet."
The dearth of food and other supplies being allowed into Gaza has been a major source of friction between the Biden administration and the government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Creation of the maritime corridor, officials say, is intended to supplement aid deliveries being made via airdrops and through various land routes into the enclave -- not to be a replacement. With more than half of the population facing "catastrophic" food insecurity, Korde said, "no effort can be spared."
A crucial border crossing at Rafah, where more than a million Palestinians had been sheltering in camps along the enclave's southern border with Egypt, was closed by Israeli forces amid fighting in the area. More land crossings must open to increase the flow of aid to those who need it, Korde said, though she stopped short of saying Israeli forces were to blame for constraining deliveries. Earlier in the war, Israel directed civilians to flee northern Gaza toward Rafah, but the southern city has become another battlefield they must escape.
Aid arriving via the pier first will be collected, inspected and loaded onto trucks in Cyprus, and then shipped to a floating platform miles off Gaza's coast, officials said. From there, U.S. troops piloting Army vessels will shuttle the trucks to the pier and causeway attached to Gaza's shore. Israeli forces will provide security around the site, with personnel from a third country -- still undisclosed by U.S. officials -- driving the trucks ashore.
Once on land, the aid will be moved to a location near Wadi Gaza, south of the last security checkpoint on a "control corridor" that Israeli forces have established to split Gaza in two, officials have said. Initially, deliveries are expected to go north, where the risk of famine is considered greatest, but eventually they could go in either direction. Distribution will be handled by the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian refugees, or UNRWA, Pentagon officials said.

Skeptics fear the Americans' fixed proximity to the fighting and anger at the U.S. for its support of Israel will make the humanitarian operation a target.


There are other needs beyond food, Korde said, including nutritional treatment, clean water and sustained support for workers. Fuel, which has been challenging to acquire in Gaza, is also a concern, she said, noting though that U.S. officials anticipate there will be enough to sustain the operation.

U.S. Army personnel assemble the floating pier on April 26 off Gaza's coast in the Mediterranean Sea. (U.S. Army/AP) 


The project, announced by Biden during his State of the Union address in March, has drawn criticism from lawmakers and some retired military officers, who contend his administration should instead do more to pressure Israel to boost the amount of aid that is allowed into Gaza through border crossings. Some critics also have raised concerns that the pier could be vulnerable to attack by rockets, speedboats packed with explosives, or even divers swimming in with mines.
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has said he didn't see any indication that there is an "active intent" by militants to attack U.S. troops, but he acknowledged that "this is a combat zone and a number of things can happen." He credited Gen. Michael "Erik" Kurilla, who will oversee the operation as head of Centcom, for scrutinizing the security measures that have been put in place.
In late April, the shoreside staging ground for the pier was hit by mortar fire, Pentagon officials said. Maj. Gen. Patrick Ryder, a Pentagon spokesman, said then that the attack caused "minimal damage" to a "marshaling area" and that U.S. troops building the pier were "nowhere near" the location that was attacked.
Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, voiced confidence then that such risks can be mitigated through collaboration with the Israeli military and other partners.
"I feel strongly that it will be protected," he added. "That doesn't mean it won't potentially have some threat against it, but it's something we are focused on."
It's unclear how long the operation will last, but the Pentagon has said it is intended to be temporary. The estimated cost to the U.S. government is about $320 million, officials have said.
Missy Ryan contributed to this report.
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The moderate reinvention of Ruben Gallego, Senate hopeful in Arizona
The liberal congressman has raced to the political middle in a key battleground where moderates have a huge influence. Will it work?
By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-05-16

Rep. Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.) greets supporters during a campaign event at Hotel Congress on Jan. 28, 2023, in Tucson. (Cassidy Araiza for The Washington Post)


GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Rep. Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.) prepped his run for a fiercely contested Senate seat by bashing the incumbent for "abandoning the Democratic Party" and Arizonans, and standing in the way of expanding voting rights and abortion access with her support for the filibuster. Now, after avowed centrist Sen. Kyrsten Sinema decided not to seek reelection, Gallego says he would "love to have" Sinema's endorsement, calling her "very well-liked" among her fellow independents.
For years, Gallego has vigorously championed a comprehensive immigration overhaul offering legal status to millions of undocumented immigrants. Now, Gallego also emphasizes urging President Biden to free up resources for Border Patrol and communities, saying the historic number of illegal crossings and the government's struggle to manage it amounts to a "crisis."
And when he faced a primary challenger for his seat in 2018, Gallego campaigned as a "real progressive," and he belonged, for eight years, to the Congressional Progressive Caucus. Now, Gallego is no longer a member of the group, and the word "progressive" does not appear in his ads or on his website.
"I want to make sure that whether you are from Prescott, PebbleCreek, Tucson -- no matter where -- that you know that your senator is there to fight for you whether you are Democrat, Republican or independent," Gallego said at a town hall in a suburb west of Phoenix earlier this spring, drawing loud cheers from the crowd of about 300.
Running in a contest that could determine control of the Senate, Gallego, 44, has raced to the political middle in a state with strong moderate and independent streaks. Unlike Sinema and Sen. Mark Kelly, who won recent elections by running as centrist alternatives to Republicans aligned with Donald Trump, Gallego has a more recent left-leaning past that has complicated his pitch, strategists said.
"Ruben's trying to follow in the mold of those others but the difference is, Ruben has a very left of center voting record and that, clearly, the Republicans are going to bring up in this election," said Max Fose, a longtime Arizona Republican strategist who supported Sinema in her 2018 Senate bid.
Senate Democrats' 51-49 majority is in peril this fall, and nonpartisan analysts see Arizona as a top GOP pickup opportunity. Gallego's campaign will test whether Arizona Democrats' blueprint in the Trump era can work against likely Republican nominee Kari Lake, 54, a former TV anchor they feel has given them a familiar opening by aligning closely with Trump and his views. Republicans are seeking to portray Gallego as a left-wing extremist out of step with the state. Adding to Gallego's challenge is Biden's unpopularity and anger over the administration's border policies. The Phoenix area congressman has distanced himself from the top of the ticket and sought to focus attention on access to abortion, an issue that has put Lake on the defensive.

Gallego speaks during a roundtable with Black business leaders at Natural Impressions Barber Shop in Phoenix on Feb. 12. (Michael Chow/The Republic/USA Today Network)


Gallego allies see a ripening opportunity, particularly with Sinema, a former Democrat who became an independent in 2022, not competing for many of the same voters he is courting. Lake, who lost the governor's race two years ago, has run as a polarizing hard-right candidate in a state where longtime Republican Sen. John McCain was beloved for his reputation as a "maverick" who bucked his party at times. Gallego supporters believe he has a compelling personal story to tell as a Marine veteran and son of immigrants who has eschewed the prototypical liberal profile over the years. He has at times admonished the left for failing to connect with working class families and challenged them on issues such as military spending.
Gallego's campaign has attracted national interest and he has been a prolific fundraiser, amassing a much larger war chest than Lake. Gallego on Monday made a major $19 million ad reservation for this fall, almost double what Lake plans to reserve.
The Democrat is venturing into conservative and far-flung areas of the state, and recently he hosted a watch party for a highly anticipated boxing match as part of an effort to engage Latino men. And he's been rolling out more endorsements while traveling the state touting his support for abortion rights.
But not everyone is sold. Among them: Sinema, who suggested she does not see Gallego or Lake as sufficiently moderate.
"Candidates who campaign as righteous warriors for the edges of the political spectrum will not be productive in getting outcomes for the state of Arizona, period," she said at a recent McCain Institute forum, when asked what advice she would give to her successor.

People listen as Rep. Ruben Gallego answers questions during a town hall at the PebbleCreek Tuscany Clubhouse in Goodyear on April 3. (Diannie Chavez/The Republic/USA Today Network)


In an hour-long town hall and an interview with The Washington Post at a 55-plus retirement community here last month, Gallego vowed to court Republicans and independents and restore bipartisanship and civility in Washington. The state's electorate is roughly split evenly among Republicans, Democrats and independents.
"We are setting up meetings with Republicans, calling and seeing who's willing to talk to me, so you could sit down and meet me, so I'm not just a demonized person you hear about," Gallego said.
It is common for candidates to tack to the center after primaries. But in Gallego's case, the move has come even earlier, as he faces no competition for the Democratic nomination. His allies felt especially relieved when Sinema announced in March that she would not run again.
"We have reached out and, you know, we'll be respectful. Obviously, this is a big change," he said in the interview of Sinema. "But of course we'd love to work with her."
Brent Fooks, 55, an independent voter, said he thinks Gallego and Lake are in their "mudslinging phase." He said he has been turned off by Lake's inflammatory rhetoric. "I would tend to go more toward the Gallego camp at this point," said Fooks, a financial adviser.
Gallego has embraced some policy positions that show the balancing act he is undertaking. Asked about the war in the Middle East at his event, he said "Israel has a right to defend itself" after the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks and he wants to see a two-state solution where Palestinians "have a country of their own." On immigration, he talked about a need to create more legal pathways for migrants so that Border Patrol "can really focus on those bad guys." On abortion, he favors ending the filibuster to codify Roe v. Wade, a move that put him at odds with Sinema and some other centrists.
Mary Evans, a lifelong Republican who has voted for Democrats in the last two presidential elections, said she was planning to support Gallego because, "I hate Trump." Evans, a real estate agent who lives in the retirement community, said she was deeply frustrated with Democrats and Biden, in particular, for their handling of the border but that she viewed her vote in November as choosing the "lesser of two evils."
Noticeably absent from Gallego's pitch to voters was any mention of Biden. In the interview, Gallego said Biden needs to "take direct leadership of the situation" at the U.S.-Mexico border. He also directed his frustration at Republicans, including Lake, who opposed a bipartisan border bill Biden backed that would have enabled the president to effectively shut down the border when crossings are high, saying they would "rather have the political wedge than the actual solution."
Biden allies pointed to an event focused on reproductive rights Gallego spoke at with Vice President Harris last month. In a statement, Biden's campaign highlighted Lake's close ties to Trump and slammed Republicans' positions on abortion, health care and democracy, among other things. "It's why they were defeated in 2020 and 2022 and why Democrats will beat them again," said Josh Marcus-Blank, a Biden campaign spokesperson.

Ruben Gallego and his son, Michael, on a hike with their family dog Sunny near their home in Phoenix on March 5, 2023. (Dominic Valente for The Washington Post)


Gallego has focused heavily on his biography: He's the son of immigrant parents from Colombia and Mexico. He grew up in the Chicago area with three sisters, raised by a single mother on a secretary's salary. He attended Harvard before joining the Marines and deploying to Iraq in 2005.
Lake and her allies have brought up his personal life in a negative context. She recently wrote on X that Gallego has "so little character that he walked out on his wife just days before she gave birth to his firstborn child." Gallego and his ex-wife Kate Gallego, now the mayor of Phoenix, announced in December 2016 that they were divorcing. Their son was born in early 2017.
Gallego has spoken about his struggle with post-traumatic stress following his military deployment, saying it at times caused him to drink and smoke too much and put a strain on his marriage. Kate Gallego endorsed his candidacy late last year.
Lake and her surrogates have also been hammering Gallego for backing liberal causes such as Medicare-for-all and opposing funding for Trump's proposed border wall. She often ties Gallego to Biden and what she calls the president's "open border policies," once posting a photo of Gallego greeting Biden after he stepped off Air Force One in a visit to Arizona last summer.
"The border is out of control and we need someone who's going to listen to the people's wishes and stop letting people come across the border. It's just ridiculous what's happening," said John Dailey, 78, a Lake supporter in Sun City West.

Arizona Republican Senate candidate Kari Lake takes greets a supporter after a news conference on Feb. 29 in Phoenix. (Rebecca Noble/Getty Images)


Lake's allies have sought to amplify her arguments about Gallego.
"She's not running against an astronaut, Mark Kelly. She's not running against Kyrsten Sinema. She's running against a truly radical, far-left activist. He really is," Sen. Steve Daines of Montana, chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, said at an event earlier this spring with Lake.
Gallego dismisses such criticism by pointing to bipartisan legislation he has worked on and by saying he's talking to voters across the state to earn their vote and show that's not who he is. He also emphasizes that Lake's shifting stance on abortion and her position on other issues are out of step with Arizonans.
The Arizona Supreme Court last month cleared the way for a near-total abortion ban to go into effect, sparking outrage among abortion rights advocates. Later, state lawmakers voted to repeal the ban and Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs signed it into law. The repeal does not take effect until 90 days after the legislature adjourns, which could lead to the ban taking effect on Sept. 26 for a short period of time. In the wake of the court decision, Lake called the ruling "out of step with Arizonans" after previously praising the 160-year-old Arizona law as "great."

Rep. Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.) departs the U.S. Capitol on Sept. 18, 2023. (Francis Chung/Politico/AP)


In some respects, Gallego has established a liberal-leaning voting record in his career as a state and federal legislator. He previously co-sponsored the bill to establish Medicare-for-all and has voted for legislation to grant D.C. statehood, strengthen voting rights and support efforts to combat climate change.
At the same time, Gallego has parted ways with the left. Gallego let his Congressional Progressive Caucus membership lapse over increased dues, his team said. In 2016, he backed Hillary Clinton over Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) for president, calling her "the right choice for today's progressive movement."
In Washington, Gallego is known as a sharp-tongued lawmaker willing to criticize policies and politicians in both major parties. He's used profane language to rip into Republicans, including in tweets about Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) and the National Rifle Association after a deadly mass killing in Uvalde, Texas.
If he wins, Gallego would be Arizona's first Latino senator. He has at times been a vocal critic of his party's outreach to Latino voters, previously lambasting liberal activists trying to steer the party toward the use of "Latinx," a label he has said he bans his office from using.
Gallego acknowledged he doesn't have control over what Lake and her allies say about him -- but he urged voters to hear him out.
"Listen to me. I'm going to go and talk and work with you," he said.
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The 2024 Biden-Trump debates are scheduled. Here are 2020's highlights.
The first of the 2020 presidential debates was so marred by personal attacks and accusations that mute buttons were added for the second Trump-Biden debate.
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2024-05-15

President Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden met for a debate on Oct. 22.


President Biden and former president Donald Trump have agreed to two debates, in June and September, ahead of this fall's presidential election. The scheduled broadcasts, of course, will not mark the first time the two have faced off on live TV.
The first time, on Sept. 29, 2020, the politicians interrupted, jeered and hurled accusations on the way to producing what some called the most unwatchable, tense debate in recent history. The chaotic 90 minutes covering Supreme Court appointments, the coronavirus pandemic and election integrity, among other topics, was so marred by personal attacks and crosstalk that the Commission on Presidential Debates added a mute button for the second round. That one, on Oct. 22, 2020, was more civil.
During the most heated exchanges, Trump sought to cast Biden as a scandal-plagued politician who failed to deliver substantive change over decades in office, while Biden tried to paint Trump as an agitator whose administration abused immigrants and mishandled the pandemic. They rarely discussed their substantive policy differences, instead frequently talking past each other.
Here are some of the standout moments from the 2020 Biden-Trump debates.

Former president Trump and then-former vice president Joe Biden spent minutes arguing and interrupting each other during the first presidential debate in 2020.


At times during the first debate, Biden, who had been advised to maintain his cool, appeared exasperated at Trump's frequent heckling.
As Trump pressed him on whether he would pack the Supreme Court, Biden declined to answer. Trump had recently nominated Amy Coney Barrett, then a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit, to succeed the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The nomination came just over a month before Election Day, drawing criticism from Democrats.
"Why wouldn't you answer that question?" Trump said while Biden tried to say he didn't want to respond because he didn't want to elevate the issue of court-packing.
"The question is -- " Biden started to say. When Trump cut in again, he snapped back: "Will you shut up, man?"
It was one of many jabs Biden took against Trump that night, including calling him "this clown -- excuse me, this person" and "the worst president America's ever had."

President Trump on Sept. 29 undercut assessments by the national security community and said violence mainly comes from far-left groups.


During the first debate, both Biden and moderator Chris Wallace, then of Fox News, asked Trump whether he'd disavow or condemn white supremacists, among whom he had prominent supporters.
Trump asked who specifically he should condemn. Biden suggested the Proud Boys, producing one of the most striking moments of the debates.
"Proud Boys: Stand back and stand by," Trump said, declining to categorically condemn the far-right group with a history of violence. "But I'll tell you what, I'll tell you what: Somebody's got to do something about antifa and the left, because this is not a right-wing problem," he said of the amorphous far-left group.
The Proud Boys took that as a call to be ready, and adopted the non-condemnation as an informal slogan.

In the final moments of the first presidential debate, President Trump on Sept. 29 repeated his baseless claim that mail balloting will invite widespread fraud.


Throughout the 2020 campaign, Trump had cast doubt on the security of mail-in voting, baselessly claiming that it would lead to wide-scale cheating.
"This is going to be a fraud like you've never seen," Trump said, repeating his baseless claim that the election was rigged.
He said he would accept the outcome only if he believed the election had been fair and urged his supporters to watch the polls "very carefully."
Weeks after Biden won the election, on Jan. 6, 2021, a mob of Trump supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol in an effort to overturn the results.
Years later, 6 in 10 Republicans still considered the 2020 election illegitimate, according to a 2023 poll. There has been no evidence of widespread fraud.

President Trump mocked Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden for wearing a face mask at the first presidential debate on Sept. 29.


The coronavirus pandemic was raging during the two presidential debates in 2020, with Biden arriving in a mask. Trump's handling of the crisis was a major point of contention.
Trump argued for keeping businesses and schools open to keep society running. He made fun of Biden for wearing "the biggest mask I've ever seen." He noted that he only masked when he thought it was warranted.
Biden argued that lax approach led to the deaths of hundreds of thousands of people. He said Trump was "irresponsible" in the way he handled social distancing and noted that Trump once floated injecting disinfectant into people to combat the virus.
In one contentious exchange, Trump said people were "learning to live" with the disease.
"People are learning to live with it?" Biden asked. "People are learning to die with it."

When asked about the 545 migrant children separated from their parents, President Trump on Oct. 22 said a lot of them were brought by "cartels" and "coyotes."


At the time of the second debate in October 2020, advocates could not locate the parents of about 545 migrant children who had been separated from their families at the southern border with Mexico.
Moderator Kristen Welker of NBC asked Trump how the families would be reunited, prompting one of the most heated exchanges of the second debate.
He responded by asserting that the separated children had been "so well taken care of" and his administration was "trying very hard" to reunite the families. He then claimed the children were brought to the U.S. by "cartels," "coyotes" and "gangs," rather than their families.
Trump repeatedly asked Biden, "Who built the cages?" implying it was the Obama administration that built chain-link fencing as partitions in which to hold detained migrants and that Biden deserved some blame.
Biden, furious, said the family separations had made the U.S. the laughingstock of the world.
"It violates every notion of who we are as a nation," Biden said.

Former president Trump and then-former vice president Joe Biden spared over each other's finances during the final presidential debate on Oct. 22, 2020.


The two men also traded spars over each other's finances and allegations of links to foreign governments and businesses.
Trump made a series of claims about Biden's finances, including that he made money from China, Ukraine and Russia, which Biden denied.
"I don't make money from China -- you do," Trump said. "I don't make money from Ukraine -- you do."
Biden countered that he had not taken money from a "foreign source," before turning it back on Trump.
"Russia's paying you a lot," Biden claimed, pointing his finger at Trump. "China's paying you a lot. And your hotels and all your businesses all around the country, all around the world."
Trump smirked and shook his head, denying Biden's counterpunch.
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Biden and Trump agree to CNN debate in June, ABC faceoff in September
President Biden announced earlier that he would not participate in the traditional televised showdowns organized by the bipartisan Commission on Presidential Debates. 
By Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey | 2024-05-16

President Donald Trump and Joe Biden debate in November 2020 in Nashville. (Jabin Botsford for The Washington Post)


President Biden and former president Donald Trump agreed Wednesday to a June 27 debate on CNN and a Sept. 10 debate broadcast by ABC News, bypassing the decades-old tradition of three fall meetings organized by the bipartisan Commission on Presidential Debates.
The decisions by the major-party candidates to take control of the once independent debate planning process upended the timeline that has defined presidential contests for decades, adding unpredictability to an already close race. The two debates will happen much earlier than normal, which could decrease their impact on the election or awaken voters who have not yet tuned in.
Both candidates would be taking a chance by debating. If he stumbles or appears forgetful, Biden, 81, risks confirming some Americans' suspicions that he is too old for the job. And Trump, just four years younger, has also faced doubts about his age. A face-to-face meeting could also remind Americans of Trump's volatility and would give Biden the chance to describe the election as a choice between the two men, rather than a referendum on his record.
"Because of these questions about his capacities, Biden has a lot at stake," said David Axelrod, former senior adviser to President Barack Obama. "But Trump has a lot at stake here too, because if Biden does pierce that narrative, it could change the dynamic of the race."
The terms of the first debate remained a work in progress late Wednesday. The CNN debate in Atlanta, moderated by anchors Jake Tapper and Dana Bash, will be conducted without a live audience. It will be open to any presidential candidate who gets 15 percent in four separate approved national polls between March 15 and June 20; who gets on enough ballots to have a path to winning a majority of the votes in the electoral college; and who agrees to the debate rules. ABC News said late Wednesday that its debate would use similar criteria and would be moderated by anchors David Muir and Linsey Davis.
The networks' proposed rules open a possible path for independent candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to make the stage. But Biden advisers said that they had told CNN the president would only participate in debates that were one-on-one with Trump and that they did not agree to another debate Trump suggested, on Fox News in October.
"President Biden made his terms clear for two one-on-one debates, and Donald Trump accepted those terms," campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon said in a statement. "No more games. No more chaos, no more debate about debates."
A Trump campaign official said a CNN producer had given assurances in a call Wednesday morning that "RFK will not be on the stage," after describing the criteria for the event.
But aides to Kennedy, who has at least two qualifying polls, said he would be on track to get enough ballot access by June 20 if they speed up their timeline for turning in signatures. Richard Winger, editor of Ballot Access News, agreed that there was a clear path for Kennedy to win ballot access in enough states before that date.
"We're thrilled Presidents Biden and Trump have finally agreed to a debate!" Kennedy campaign manager Amaryllis Fox Kennedy said in a statement. "We anticipate Mr. Kennedy fulfilling all participation criteria by June 20th and look forward to offering American voters the three-way debate they deserve."
Frank Fahrenkopf Jr., co-chair of the Commission on Presidential Debates, said his organization was founded to avoid this type of confusion. The commission requires a higher standard than the one adopted by the networks.
"One of the reasons we were created is campaigns could never agree on the most important things," Fahrenkopf said. "If they can do it, more power to them. We'd rather have them go with us."
The public agreement by the Trump and Biden campaigns followed informal back-channel discussions in recent weeks, according to two people familiar with the interactions who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private talks. The two camps discussed debates that would not involve the commission.
Both sides had grown increasingly frustrated with the commission, people with knowledge of the situation said, and Trump has been publicly and privately clamoring to debate Biden.
"I am Ready and Willing to Debate Crooked Joe at the two proposed times," Trump wrote on Wednesday on Truth Social. "I would strongly recommend more than two debates and, for excitement purposes, a very large venue, although Biden is supposedly afraid of crowds."
The Biden proposal, outlined in a video message and letter to the commission Wednesday morning, called for direct negotiations between the Trump and Biden campaigns over the rules, moderators and network hosts for the one-on-one encounters. Biden proposed a separate vice-presidential debate in July, after the Republican nominating convention and before the Democratic nominating convention.

President Biden accepted Trump's debate challenge on May 15, proposing a pair of debates for June and September.


"Donald Trump lost two debates to me in 2020, and since then he hasn't shown up for a debate. Now he is acting like he wants to debate me again. Well, make my day, pal. I'll even do it twice," Biden said in the video released Wednesday that referenced the weekly break in Trump's New York criminal trial. "So let's pick the dates, Donald. I hear you're free on Wednesdays."
The first debate on CNN will fall on a Thursday, after the expected conclusion of Trump's New York trial.
O'Malley Dillon cited the commission's proposed schedule and past struggles to keep candidates from violating the debate rules in the letter explaining the decision.
"The Commission's model of building huge spectacles with large audiences at great expense simply isn't necessary or conducive to good debates," she wrote. "The debates should be conducted for the benefit of the American voters, watching on television and at home -- not as entertainment for an in-person audience with raucous or disruptive partisans and donors, who consume valuable debate time with noisy spectacles of approval or jeering."
Biden proposed that the moderator should be selected by the broadcast host from its "regular personnel," with firm time limits for answers, equal speaking time, alternative turns to speak and microphones that are active only during each candidate's turn.
"The real story here is that Joe Biden is so weak and infirm he will only commit to two debates when we should be doing much more," Trump campaign senior adviser Chris LaCivita said in a statement.
"Trump walked himself into a corner by saying 'anytime and anywhere,'" Axelrod said. "They got exactly the conditions you want if you are Biden. You get a studio, not a Roman colosseum -- and early. The history of these things is you always want them early because if they don't go well, you can recover from them."
Trump and the Republican National Committee had previously expressed interest in bypassing the commission, which has convened presidential debates since the 1988 election. The commission has already scheduled one vice-presidential and three presidential debates, starting Sept. 16 with a presidential candidate meeting in Texas that would have been simultaneously broadcast by major broadcast and cable news networks.
The commission said it would continue to plan for four debates this fall, including the vice-presidential candidate meeting. "Our 2024 sites, all locations of higher learning, are prepared to host debates on dates chosen to accommodate early voters," the group said in a statement Wednesday.
The organization began sponsoring presidential debates after the two major-party presidential campaigns in 1984 struggled to agree on terms.
Televised debates starting in 1960 were held in the final months of the campaign, after the candidates had been formally nominated to lead their parties. But the early debates had also been inconsistent events, subject to significant disputes between the candidates. Republican Richard M. Nixon and Democrat John F. Kennedy were the first to meet in a televised presidential debate, during the 1960 election campaign. The next major-party presidential debate took place in 1976, followed by debates in 1980 and 1984.
The commission sought to standardize the practice as a neutral arbiter, creating a candidate qualification standard of at least 15 percent in national polling and a ballot access requirement that provided a path to victory in the electoral college. The commission also picked the locations, moderators and formats, eventually setting a pattern of three fall presidential candidate debates, including one town hall-style event, and one vice-presidential candidate debate.
That system has met bipartisan resistance in recent years. Biden's advisers were furious about the commission's failure to enforce agreed-upon masking and coronavirus testing requirements at the first debate in 2020. Three former aides later said Trump had tested positive for the virus days before that meeting with Biden, though he only made his condition public afterward. Biden's aides also objected to the debate commission's failure to contain Trump's outbursts during the first meeting.
"Everyone was upset in the first debate when the delegation of Trump family and their supporters sat down, they took off the masks. When members of the Cleveland Clinic gave them masks, they wouldn't put them on. What were we supposed to do? Shut down the debate?" Fahrenkopf said.
The Republican National Committee announced in 2022 that the party would leave the commission's debate system altogether, calling the body "biased" because it started the 2020 debates after voting had begun, its board members had criticized Trump, and it had failed to consult the campaign on some format issues. The RNC also objected to the commission's 2020 decision to hire a debate moderator, C-SPAN anchor Steve Scully, who had briefly interned during college in Biden's Senate office in 1978.
Two top Trump campaign advisers, LaCivita and Susie Wiles, announced last month that the timing of the commission's first debate was "unacceptable."
Fahrenkopf, a former chairman of the Republican National Committee, was optimistic as late as Tuesday that his organization's system would endure. He said the commission's debates could not be scheduled until after Sept. 6, the last date when states determine which candidates appear on their November ballots, since ballot access is a condition of debate eligibility under the commission's rules.
Fahrenkopf said he was taken by surprise by Biden's letter and had not discussed it privately with O'Malley Dillon or any of the president's top aides. He also said he had not discussed debates with Trump's campaign, instead waiting for both to be officially nominated.
"We'll have to see," Fahrenkopf said, when asked about the future of the commission, adding that he expected to leave the group after 2024 regardless.
Scott Clement and Emily Guskin contributed to this report.
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Supreme Court restores Louisiana voting map with majority-Black district
The court had been asked to resolve uncertainty over which map Louisiana will use, with just months to go before the 2024 election.
By Patrick Marley, Justin Jouvenal, Ann Marimow | 2024-05-16

The map reviewed by the Supreme Court greatly alters the district represented by Rep. Garret Graves (R-La.). Opponents of the map challenged it in federal court, calling it a "racial gerrymander." (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


The Supreme Court restored a congressional voting map in Louisiana on Wednesday that includes an additional majority-Black district, handing a victory to African American voters and Democrats less than six months before the November election.
The order was in response to emergency appeals filed after a federal three-judge panel in the state threw out the recently redrawn map last month, ruling that it was an unconstitutional racial gerrymander.
That decision left the state without a congressional voting map heading into a 2024 contest that will determine which party controls the narrowly divided House. The Supreme Court's move removes the cloud of uncertainty that had been lingering over the election, with statewide Republican leaders saying they welcomed the clarity.
The ruling was also celebrated by civil and voting rights advocates. "It's the right outcome for Black voters in the state of Louisiana," said Stuart Naifeh, an attorney with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund who represents Black voters in the case.
The politics of Wednesday's decision appeared unusual, with conservatives on the court in favor of reinstating the map with two Black-majority districts. The three liberal justices -- Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson -- noted their opposition to the majority's unsigned decision. Sotomayor and Kagan did not explain their reasoning, but Jackson wrote separately to say the court's intervention was premature.
That view reflects a broader concern among the court's liberals about the conservative majority's instinct to prevent changes to redistricting plans and voting policies several months before an election. In her dissent, Jackson suggested the court had more time to sort out the case and determine the right map for the state.
Jackson wrote that the "question of how to elect representatives consistent with our shared commitment to racial equality is among the most consequential we face as a democracy," but she objected to the Supreme Court getting involved now.
Courts generally don't like to change maps or rules close to an election because they want to avoid confusing voters as well as give election officials the time they need to prepare. But the justices have not spelled out precisely when that principle should be invoked, and Wednesday's decision showed that its conservatives and liberals differ on the specifics.
Louisiana officials had said they needed to know by Wednesday what map was in effect so that they could properly run the election. The court gave them a decision just in time.
"We will continue to defend the law and are grateful the Supreme Court granted the stay which will ensure we have a stable election season," Louisiana Attorney General Liz Murrill (R) said in a statement.
Wednesday's ruling was on the narrow issue of what map should be used for this election. It will allow appeals to continue and could decide whether the map with two majority-Black districts should be used for elections in 2026 and beyond.
Paul Hurd, an attorney for the voters who challenged the map with two majority-Black districts, said he was confident the Supreme Court would eventually strike it down, even if it can be used this fall.
"The state of Louisiana enacted a brutal racial gerrymander that segregates its voters based on their race," he said in a statement. "Louisiana politicians passed the law at the last minute, lost in court, and then cynically ran out the clock on a replacement map."
Ashley Shelton, president of the Power Coalition for Equity and Justice, a community organizing group, praised the decision.
"While we know this case will continue, we are heartened by the fact that injustice won't be served on Black voters once again in these 2024 elections," she said in a statement. "Today marks a battle won."
Louisiana's redistricting fight began after the 2020 Census, when Republicans who control the legislature drew new congressional districts to account for population changes. Under their plan, one of the state's six districts had a Black majority even though African American voters make up about a third of the electorate.
Black voters sued, and a federal judge and appeals court determined the map probably violated the Voting Rights Act by diluting the power of African American voters. In response, the legislature approved a new map this year that created a second majority-Black district that greatly favors Democrats and that stretches diagonally across the state from Shreveport to Baton Rouge.
Soon afterward, a group of self-described "non-African American voters" sued in a different federal court and argued that the new map was a racial gerrymander that violated the equal protection clause of the Constitution. A special judicial panel agreed in a 2-1 ruling last month that barred the state from using the map.
With time running out before the election, the African American voters who brought the initial lawsuit and attorneys for the state argued that the Supreme Court should put the judicial panel's decision on hold and allow Louisiana to use the map with two majority-Black districts this fall.
The case is one of the challenges against electoral maps across the South that arose following the 2020 Census. Separately, the Supreme Court is also considering a challenge to a South Carolina congressional voting map that a lower court found "exiled" thousands of Black voters. A decision in that case is expected by the end of June, though the slow pace of the case prompted the lower court -- a three-judge federal panel -- to rule that the state had to use the disputed map this year no matter how the Supreme Court ruled.
Last year, the Supreme Court barred Alabama from using a new congressional map that it found diluted the power of Black voters. Louisiana's redistricting litigation was paused while the Supreme Court considered the Alabama case, and because of the delay, Louisiana was required in 2022 to use a voting map that a judge had already determined probably violated the Voting Rights Act.
The second majority-Black district that Louisiana's legislature drew this year greatly favors Democrats and puts Rep. Garret Graves (R-La.) in political danger. State Sen. Cleo Fields, a Black Democrat and a former congressman, is among those running in the district.

State Sen. Cleo Fields (D) in Baton Rouge in January. (Gerald Herbert/Pool/AP)
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Senators studied AI for a year. Critics call the result 'pathetic.'
The 31-page "road map" calls for a $32 billion infusion for AI research and development and asks congressional committees to develop legislation.
By Cat Zakrzewski | 2024-05-16

Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) speaks at a Washington Post Live summit in October featuring policymakers and leaders shaping the future of artificial intelligence. (Kaz Sasahara/The Washington Post)


For much of the last year, Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer and a bipartisan group of his colleagues have been huddling with tech CEOs, civil rights leaders and top researchers to develop an "all hands on deck" plan to address the urgent threats posed by artificial intelligence.
On Wednesday, the Senate AI Gang, as the group is known, unveiled the fruits of that effort, celebrating a sprawling 31-page road map that calls for billions of new funding in AI research as the "deepest" AI legislative document to date. But consumer advocates are furious about the final product, saying that the document is far too vague about how it will protect people from AI's harms and that the senators' initiative is sucking up the oxygen from other efforts to aggressively regulate the technology.
"This road map leads to a dead end," Evan Greer, the director of Fight for the Future, an advocacy group, said in a statement that called the plan "pathetic" -- a criticism echoed by others.
The immediate divisions over the plan bring to the fore the challenges of regulating the swiftly evolving technology in a deeply polarized Congress during an election year. Rather than pursuing a single comprehensive bill, the AI Gang has decided to delegate the legislative work to Senate committees, which are at drastically different stages in their efforts to understand the promise and peril of AI.
Schumer (D-N.Y.) expects that some AI bills could pass the Senate and potentially the House by the end of the year, but he noted that much of this work will extend into the next Congress. But the plan faces an uncertain future next year, as key lawmakers working on tech issues are scheduled to retire and the 2024 elections could reshape the leadership of Congress and the White House. The Senate Rules Committee on Wednesday advanced a trio of bipartisan bills addressing the role of AI in elections, which Schumer noted was one of the most urgent issues facing Congress amid the 2024 elections.
"We're not going to wait on legislation that addresses every aspect of AI in society," Schumer said. "If some areas are ready earlier than others, they should go forward."
Other congressional committees are just beginning their work on artificial intelligence, as major tech companies are plowing forward with ever more advanced systems intended to further entrench the technology in consumers' lives. On Monday, OpenAI announced a handful of upgrades that will make it easier for people to talk to ChatGPT, drawing comparisons with the 2013 film "Her," which depicts a human falling in love with a digital voice assistant. On Tuesday, Google announced that it would roll out this week AI-generated answers to the top of everyone's search results in the United States, transforming the way people access information online.
Lawmakers have repeatedly promised that they will regulate AI with greater urgency than they did with social media. For the last half decade, lawmakers have held numerous hearings and introduced a flurry of bills to address the ways social media allegedly harms children, undermines elections and imperils users' privacy. But to date, the main social media legislation that Congress has passed is a law that could force a sale or ban of TikTok. With the new roadmap, critics say lawmakers risk repeating the same mistakes.
Tech industry groups were largely supportive of the road map. TechNet, whose members include OpenAI, Google and Meta, said in a statement that the directive "will strengthen America's global competitiveness in AI and emerging technologies" through providing $32 billion for AI research and development, which will be distributed to the Energy Department, Commerce Department, National Science Foundation, and National Institute of Standards and Technology.
Tony Samp, the head of AI policy at the DLA Piper law firm and former founding director of the Senate AI working group, said the Senate's process helped raise awareness about AI among lawmakers and helped prompt ideas for how to legislate. DLA Piper, including Samp, has lobbied on behalf of clients including OpenAI, according to federal disclosures.
"There are some who think you can wave a magic wand and Congress could pass comprehensive AI legislation, but that thinking ignores the political realities in the United States, as well as the real objectives of the AI Insight Forums and the road map," Samp told The Washington Post.
Reggie Babin, a senior counsel at the law firm Akin and a former chief counsel to Schumer, told The Post that the working group succeeded in its goals. Babin has lobbied on behalf of Akin clients, including Adobe, according to federal disclosures.
"The goal of the process was to figure out how to make sure that 80 percent of stakeholders in the middle of this conversation are satisfied while preserving space for continued engagement on all fronts," he said. "I think the working group hit that mark."
The lawmakers gathered input for the road map in private sessions dubbed Insight Forums. Over the nine sessions, lawmakers met with executives including OpenAI CEO Sam Altman and Tesla CEO Elon Musk, as well as consumer advocates and civil rights leaders, such as Maya Wiley, the president and CEO of the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, a Washington-based group that represents a number of civil rights organizations. Liz Shuler, the president of the AFL-CIO who participated in the Insight Forums, called the road map an "important start" to passing AI legislation.
But civil society leaders were frustrated that the road map only made a cursory mention of AI bias, amid widespread concerns that the technology can replicate and exacerbate harmful stereotypes. Nik Marda, a technical lead on AI governance at Mozilla, noted on X that "bias" was mentioned in the road map as many times as "space debris."
Rashad Robinson, the president of the civil rights group Color of Change, said  the report shows Schumer "is not taking AI seriously." Robinson called for lawmakers to move swiftly to respond to the bias that AI can pose.
Schumer told The Post in a statement that he shares the goals of the advocates.
"Leader Schumer agrees with their goals and we're going to continue to work closely with them as legislation is written," said Schumer spokeswoman Allison Biasotti.
Greer said the report reads like industry had outsize influence over the process, and it was written by Altman and other tech lobbyists.
"They heard from experts about the urgency of addressing AI harms and then paid lip service to that while giving industry most of what they want: money and 'light touch' regulatory proposals," Greer told The Post.
The United States' efforts to regulate AI lag far behind those of the European Union, which last year advanced a wide-ranging AI Act that sets limits on AI based on how risky regulators deem an application to be. The E.U. AI Act, for instance, bans social scoring systems similar to those used in China, and it places  transparency requirements on high-risk applications of AI in medical devices or employment settings.
Many observers hoped that the road map would provide clarity on a path forward for Congress to address some of the thorniest issues in AI governance that have divided the tech industry -- including the future of copyright law and the growing debate over the regulation of AI models that are open source, or freely available to the public, without the guardrails that OpenAI, Google and Microsoft place on their models. But Schumer's report doesn't mention open source, and it largely punts issues of intellectual property rights to government agencies, directing lawmakers to review existing and forthcoming reports from the U.S. Copyright Office and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on AI.
In a briefing with reporters Tuesday night, Sen. Todd Young (R-Ind.), a member of the AI Gang, said the report had "a high level of specificity" for a document of its size and scope. But senators acknowledged the report leaves key questions unanswered. The report calls for a $32 billion investment in nondefense AI research and development, but it does not specify how much funding should be directed to the military. The report also leaves key questions about how Congress should regulate consumer privacy in the age of AI to the committees.
"Where vagueness was required to come to an agreement, we embrace vagueness," Young said.
But that strategy doesn't work, said Suresh Venkatasubramanian, a Brown University professor who co-authored the White House's AI Bill of Rights. He participated in the forums and felt as if lawmakers ignored the problems raised during the sessions.
"Embracing vagueness at this point is basically saying the status quo is just fine," he said.
The report "repackages" many issues around AI that have been debated on Capitol Hill for years, and its delivery may prompt some legislators to "yearn for more than just polished reiterations," said Divyansh Kaushik, a vice president at Beacon Global Strategies, which advises companies on national security issues.
"After almost a year of hearings, briefings and forums, I think members are hungry for tangible, actionable steps and crisp legislative blueprints, something beyond the theoretical ... a call for concrete, actionable strategies," he said. "The real challenge begins now and it's one for congressional committees: ensuring that this report does more than stir the pot, but rather sparks a sustained drive toward innovative and decisive policymaking to ensure American competitiveness on these critical technologies."
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Michael Cohen seemed to have delivered for prosecutors -- if jurors believe him
Donald Trump's ex-fixer offered key evidence about the former president's involvement in the New York hush money trial, but also has past credibility issues.
By Perry Stein | 2024-05-16

Michael Cohen testifies May 14 in New York during former president Donald Trump's criminal trial on charges that he falsified business records to conceal money paid to silence porn star Stormy Daniels in 2016. (Jane Rosenberg/Reuters)


NEW YORK -- Prosecutors who are trying to convict Donald Trump of falsifying documents bet big on Michael Cohen this week. The Manhattan District Attorney's Office has relied on Trump's fixer and attorney to make their case at trial that the former president was directly involved in a scheme to conceal a hush money payment on the eve of the 2016 presidential election.
It was a gamble from the start. Cohen -- who served prison time for multiple crimes, including for lying to Congress in 2018 -- is a key witness with significant credibility issues.
But prosecutors had little choice. Witness after witness testified earlier in the trial that they had worked through Cohen as they brokered a payment to porn actress Stormy Daniels in 2016 to prevent her from going public about an alleged 2006 sexual encounter she said she'd had with Trump.
None, however, testified that they directly communicated with Trump about the payments. So the prosecutors needed Cohen himself to connect the former president and presumptive Republican nominee to the alleged crimes, and to provide evidence that Trump directed the hush money payments and then knowingly lied on the business forms to conceal campaign finance crimes.
Trump, who faces 34 charges for allegedly falsifying business records, has pleaded not guilty.
In nearly two days of direct examination, Cohen told prosecutors that Trump instructed him to make the payment to Daniels and then, months later, approved a plan to record the reimbursement installments to Cohen as a legal retainer -- even though Cohen told the jury he did little legal work for Trump that year.
Cross-examination, which began late Tuesday, will continue Thursday after a day off for the trial. Trump's attorneys are expected to try to bludgeon holes in Cohen's account, exposing discrepancies in his story and portraying him to the jury as an opportunistic criminal who can't be trusted.
The defense team has already elicited damaging testimony from Cohen, including that he wants to see Trump convicted.
But legal experts said Cohen has so far provided the testimony that prosecutors need. Cohen said he was close to Trump in 2016, talking daily about matters that Trump wanted him to handle. He critically testified that Trump told him to "just do it" and pay Daniels the $130,000 in hush money, and echoed other witnesses who said they thought the payment was mostly about the presidential campaign. And Cohen said he kept Trump in the loop as he brokered the deal to silence Daniels (mostly, he said, so he could get credit with his boss for the work).

Records entered as evidence by prosecutors in former president Donald Trump's criminal trial in New York. (Trial evidence/(Manhattan District Attorney's Office))


In many of the instances, the only person who could contradict Cohen's version of events would be Trump. And while Trump has flirted with the idea of testifying at his own trial, it's highly unusual for a criminal defendant to testify, and legal experts say that it could be disastrous for Trump if he took the stand.
Still, successfully relying on Cohen to secure a conviction requires the jury to believe Cohen's testimony -- a big question mark in this case and in any case that relies on witnesses with credibility issues.
"It's unfortunate for the prosecution that it has to come from Cohen," said Matthew Galluzzo, a former Manhattan prosecutor and current criminal defense lawyer. "Because he is the worst in terms of credibility. But sometimes that's the hand you are dealt as prosecutors."
Critical moments in Cohen's testimony came when he described a series of meetings in which he and Trump discussed how he would be reimbursed the $130,000 he fronted for the Daniels hush money payments. Trump's attorneys have said that Trump was not involved in the payments and that he could not have intentionally falsified business records if he didn't know the details.
But Cohen said that in a meeting with Trump and Allen Weisselberg -- the former chief financial officer at the Trump Organization -- the two men agreed to repay him a total of $420,000 in monthly installments of $35,000 and record the payments as legal retainers.
A few weeks later, Cohen met privately with the newly sworn-in president in the Oval Office.
"I was sitting with President Trump and he asked me if I was okay," Cohen testified. "He asked me if I needed money, and I said, no, all good. He said, because I can get a check."
Cohen testified that Trump said he would soon be receiving a check for January and February. Prosecutors then showed the jury the invoices and $35,000 checks that Cohen received -- each labeled as a legal retainer.

Records entered as evidence by prosecutors in former president Donald Trump's criminal trial in New York. (Trial evidence/(Manhattan District Attorney's Office))


While these documents would exist without Cohen's testimony, only Cohen could explain the reason for the payment.
"They laid the bricks. Trump knew of the payments and he approved them," said Anna G. Cominsky, a New York Law School professor. "If they didn't have Cohen they couldn't win the case."
Beyond that, legal experts said the direct examination of Cohen could be considered a success because he didn't notably contradict what witnesses had testified earlier in the trial. For example, many witnesses said they understood that the payment to Daniels would be most valuable before the 2016 election because Trump's team was concerned about the story of an alleged sexual encounter further damaging his reputation with female voters.
That point is key because prosecutors must prove the hush money payment was campaign-related and that Trump falsified the documents to conceal campaign finance crimes. Trump's defense has said that he didn't want the Daniels story to be made public because it would hurt Trump's wife and family.
Cohen's testimony bolstered prosecution claims that Trump's intent was to ensure he didn't hurt his election chances. Cohen said Trump's reaction when he learned that Daniels wanted to go public with the alleged sexual encounter, was: "This is a disaster, total disaster."
"Women are going to hate me," Trump said, according to Cohen. "Women will hate me. Guys may think it's cool, but this is going to be a disaster for the campaign."
Ron Kuby, a veteran New York defense attorney, said that much of the earlier testimony had aligned with Cohen's, but had been circumstantial.
"Michael Cohen is less the keystone of the case and more the explainer of various events that have already been attested to," said Kuby. "Michael Cohen helps tie it all together and takes all the different pieces of evidence and assembles them."
While cross-examination could further threaten Cohen's credibility, legal experts said, it is not unusual for prosecutors to secure convictions while relying on a key witness with credibility issues.
In the end, though, they said Trump's fate will hinge on the jury -- and no one can predict how each juror will respond to the witnesses and assess whether Cohen's should be believed.
"None of this means that Trump is going to be convicted," Kuby said. "This is not a sporting event. We do not know who is ahead or who is behind, and we do not know how this is impacting the jury."
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Beyonce gifted concert tickets to Vice President Harris, new disclosure shows
ESPN also gifted Harris tickets to a college football game last year, according to the annual report, which the White House released Wednesday. 
By Patrick Svitek | 2024-05-15

On financial disclosures released by the White House on Wednesday, Vice President Harris disclosed her tickets to Beyonce's Renaissance World Tour stop outside Washington in August were a gift from the superstar. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Beyonce gave tickets to Vice President Harris for the superstar's concert last year as a gift, according to a new financial disclosure by Harris.
The tickets were valued at $1,655.92, according to the disclosure, which the White House released Wednesday.
Harris also disclosed that ESPN gifted her tickets to a college-football game last year. Harris, a Howard University graduate, attended the school's game against Florida A&M University in the Cricket Celebration Bowl in Atlanta. Those tickets were valued at $1,890.
The disclosures released Wednesday cover Harris, second gentleman Doug Emhoff, President Biden and first lady Jill Biden. The president did not report any gifts.
Harris and Emhoff attended the Aug. 5, 2023, stop of Beyonce's Renaissance World Tour at FedEx Field outside Washington.
The vice president posted about it on social media afterward, sharing a photo of her posing with Emhoff.
"Thanks for a fun date night, @Beyonce!" Harris said on X.
Harris has long been a fan of Beyonce. She praised Beyonce's latest release -- the country-inspired album "Cowboy Carter" -- on social media earlier this year, saying the singer has "redefined a genre and reclaimed country music's Black roots."
Harris's attendance at the football game also was well-documented. During the game, which was Dec. 16 at Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Harris did an interview with ESPN in which she talked about her appreciation for historically Black colleges and universities.
The financial disclosures otherwise did not show many differences since Biden filed his previous one. The reports are mostly made up of ranges for the values of the president's assets, income and liabilities.
Biden continued to report receiving proceeds from two books he wrote years ago, though the amount for each was categorized as "None (or less than $201)."
Biden listed 23 accounts under "Other assets and income," the same number he had in 2022. Most of them created little to no income in 2023, also similar to the year before.
Jill Biden continued to report receiving a salary from Northern Virginia Community College, where she has been a professor since 2009.
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 Key Senate matchups set for November in Maryland, West Virginia
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Patrick Marley, Justin Jouvenal, Philip Bump, Amber Phillips, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Aaron Blake, Hannah Knowles, Rachel Siegel, Glenn Kessler, Paul Schwartzman, Erin Cox, Praveena Somasundaram, Ian Duncan, Maham Javaid, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Isaac Arnsdorf, Lateshia Beachum, Katie Mettler, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Maeve Reston, Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey, Marianne LeVine, Joe Heim, Katie Shepherd, Danny Nguyen, Teo Armus | 2024-05-15
Key matchups are now set for November following Senate primaries Tuesday in Maryland and West Virginia. In Maryland, Prince George's County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks (D) will take on former governor Larry Hogan (R). Alsobrooks would be the first Black person to represent the state in the Senate. In West Virginia, Gov. Jim Justice (R) prevailed in a GOP contest for the seat held by retiring Sen. Joe Manchin III (D). Justice is heavily favored in the fall against Democrat Glenn Elliott.
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The incomprehensible, unattainable scale of Trump's deportation plan
The former president has said he will send nearly 5 percent of U.S. residents out of the country if he's reelected.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-15

Former president Donald Trump with Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R), in wheelchair, during a tour of the U.S.-Mexico border at Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Tex., in late February. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


When Donald Trump first ran for president in 2015, he promised that he would implement a process for deporting the 11 million residents of the United States who are here without authorization. There would be a "deportation force," he said, one that leveraged local law enforcement to identify and expel undocumented immigrants. He offered words of praise for the deportation program implemented under President Dwight D. Eisenhower in the 1950s, an effort known by the racist name "Operation Wetback."
Once Trump took office, no widespread deportation effort followed. He took a hard line on immigration, certainly, but fell short of the sort of widespread effort to uproot undocumented immigrants that he promised. His supporters seem not to have minded.
On the 2024 campaign trail, though, Trump has revisited the idea -- thanks, in part, to the increase in immigrants to the United States under President Biden that has made the issue a centerpiece of campaign rhetoric. Speaking to Time magazine this year, Trump again promised that he would launch a massive deportation effort modeled on Eisenhower's.
"I don't believe this is sustainable for a country, what's happening to us," Trump said, "with probably 15 million and maybe as many as 20 million by the time Biden's out. Twenty million people, many of them from jails, many of them from prisons, many of them from mental institutions." (This claim is not substantiated.) He indicated he would be willing to deploy the military as part of the effort. Immigrants weren't civilians, he insisted, but an invading force "like probably no country has ever seen before."
The odds are good that this is simply Trump using exaggerated rhetoric to amplify his arguments about the Biden administration. But some of the extreme promises he made before 2016 ended up being Trump administration policy. So it's worth considering just what a massive deportation program would look like -- and how it would upend an enormous part of American society and the economy.
Trump's exaggerations begin with his assessment of how many people live in the country illegally.
It is hard to determine precisely how many people live here without authorization, though statistical and demographic methods allow us to approximate the answer. In 2021, for example, the Pew Research Center estimated that about 10.5 million undocumented immigrants live in the country.
A central point Trump wants to make here is that the number has ballooned under Biden. But this is often exaggerated by him and his allies. Yes, millions of people have been stopped at the U.S.-Mexico border since Biden took office (been "encountered" in the parlance). But about 2.5 million were quickly turned away under the auspices of Title 42, a policy implemented in response to the coronavirus pandemic. From January 2021 to January 2024, Customs and Border Protection (CBP) repatriated -- that is, returned to their home countries -- 4 million people. (That includes people who might have entered the United States illegally more than once, as was particularly common under Title 42.)
Over that period, about 2.3 million people had been granted humanitarian release by CBP. In total, about 2.6 million people have been released since January 2021.




There are immigrants who escape into the United States without being detained. This group, called "got-aways" by immigration officials, was estimated by CBP at about 1.8 million for fiscal 2021 through 2023 (which ended in September). If the same ratio of encounters to "got-aways" holds in fiscal 2024 as did in 2022 and 2023, we can estimate that an additional 400,000 immigrants were not stopped at the border since Oct. 1. That is 2.2 million in total, including the small number who entered from October 2020 through December of that year.
Add up the Pew estimate from 2021, the number of got-aways and the number of immigrants released into the United States, and you land at 15.2 million people. But this number is too high for more than one reason.
One is that there is no way of knowing how many of that number remain in the country. Some immigrants arrive for seasonal work and may not stay over the long term.
Another is that many of those released into the country are allowed to be here. It has been increasingly common in recent years for immigrants to arrive in the United States and turn themselves over to law enforcement to seek legal asylum. If they pass an initial review of their situation, many are allowed to remain in the country until their cases are heard by immigration judges. This can take years, but, until a judge rejects or approves their claim, they may remain.
This bit of nuance is ignored in Trump's rhetoric. So is the fact that many of those who live in the United States without authorization are parents, workers and people who have lived here for decades.
The Migration Policy Institute has estimates of the demographics of the country's undocumented population as it stood in 2019. (The size of that population was about the same as it was in 2021.) From those estimates, we learn that:




This greatly complicates the situation. Would the government deport someone who owns a house? How would ownership of that house be resolved? What about parents of kids who are citizens? Will the Trump administration again embark on a policy of separating families?
In the abstract, Trump or his allies might simply say, sure. But how much political support would he and his party have over the long term should such a policy be implemented? How much support would there be for uprooting 4 percent of American workers -- including a big chunk of the construction and recreation industries -- for Trump to fulfill his campaign promise?
One challenge is that Trump's allies ignore the nuances here. Earlier this month, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) appeared on Fox News's "Fox & Friends," where he endorsed Trump's deportation policy.
"President Trump and I have talked about this at length," Johnson said. "But the challenge we'll have is finding them, Brian. As you know, they have been spread out everywhere." The speaker called the prospect of finding undocumented immigrants the "greatest challenge of our generation."
The Brian to whom he was referring was co-host Brian Kilmeade.
"Well, we know where the hotels are," Kilmeade replied. "We could point you there and we can help in New York City."
His colleague Ainsley Earhardt added that "the 16 million number that you said under Biden, that could be a lot higher."
You can see the misinformation here: There aren't "16 million under Biden" and those housed in hotels in New York, like others "spread out everywhere," are often individuals awaiting asylum claims.
But Johnson is right in one sense. Figuring out how to rip 10 million to 15 million people out of the United States -- 3 to 4 percent of the entire population -- would be an enormous and expensive challenge.
The Migration Policy Institute's look at the undocumented population in 2019 included an assessment of the counties where those immigrants were estimated to live. Many are in or around large cities -- not uncommon for immigrants to the United States because there are often existing communities from those immigrants' home countries, making the transition easier.
Some of the places where the undocumented population was estimated to be highest were:




Let's consider Queens County for a second, Trump's birthplace. Located just over the East River from Manhattan, it is home to about 2.3 million people. In other words, the estimated population of undocumented immigrants in Queens in 2019 was equal to 1 in 10 borough residents.
The Trump proposal is to uproot 10 percent of Queens, 8 percent of the Bronx, 5 percent of Manhattan, 3 percent of Staten Island and 6 percent of Brooklyn. Trump and Johnson want to detain 1 out of every 11 residents of Los Angeles and remove them from the country.
Again, Trump's theoretical model is that program from the 1950s. Author Adam Goodman described it in his book "The Deportation Machine."
"The campaign depended not only on hundreds of Border Patrol agents organized in special mobile task forces, but also on local and state authorities and law enforcement officers, farmers and ranchers, and the media," Goodman wrote. He added that the campaign stoked and mobilized public fears that the immigrants "propagated disease, committed crimes, drained the tax base, and degraded the labor standards and living conditions of domestic workers."
The operation started in California before extending to Texas and, later, Chicago. The California operation involved roadblocks and detentions in makeshift camps centered in school playgrounds. Those detained were sent by bus to the border and then into Mexico. In Texas, Goodman explained, "officials frequently crowded apprehended men, women, and children onto the flatbeds of trucks and packed them into buses," which, one newspaper reported, necessitated that they then "sit for hours in the hot sun while the patrol unit completes a load."
And that was the task down by the border.
"Whereas the service relied on hundreds of Border Patrol officers and the use of light planes to locate large numbers of immigrants and jeeps and buses to apprehend them in the southwestern border region," Goodman wrote, "in Midwestern metropolitan areas a relatively small number of agents conducted investigations and relied on tips from citizens and informants to carry out piecemeal deportation campaigns."
The program was successful in removing some immigrants from the country -- but also successful in inculcating an environment of fear in which other immigrants left voluntarily. It is safe to say, given Trump's track record, that stoking concerns about deportation to get immigrants to leave of their own accord could be part of his plan.
That program also solely focused on repatriating immigrants from Mexico. The composition of the undocumented population at this point is far more diverse, including more than 1.6 million immigrants who have come from Asia. It is, needless to say, much more difficult and expensive to deport someone to Asia than to Mexico.
In 2005, the Center for American Progress published a report looking at the cost of implementing a national program aimed at deporting every undocumented U.S. resident. That report estimated that the cost of such a program -- targeting 10 million people -- would run $41 billion a year for five years, assuming that a fifth of undocumented immigrants left of their own volition. That's a total cost of about $321 billion in 2023 dollars. It's more than a third of the entire budget request Biden submitted this year for the Defense Department.
It includes a lot of grim details, reinforcing the scale and severity of the proposal.
"166,647 additional beds would need to be constructed before mass deportations could begin," the report states. "New prison beds cost a minimum of $14,000 per bed (and are likely substantially more expensive), resulting in a total one-time cost of $2.33 billion to create sufficient bed space."
That's assuming that each bed is used for eight immigrants a year, because, according to their data, it usually took more than 40 days for a deportation to occur.
Trump and his allies have lots of chest-thumping rhetoric about building military installations in the desert to house migrants or sending the National Guard on excursions into blue states to round up undocumented immigrants. The intent is to present the image of a president who abides no undocumented immigration, given the danger he suggests those immigrants present (both explicitly and implicitly).
But the scale and complexity defy that bravado. Imagine police going door-to-door in Queens, trying to determine whether the person with whom they are speaking is a citizen and, if not, whether that person is waiting for adjudication of their asylum claims or have U.S.-born kids. Imagine that person being arrested, put into a van, as the officer moves three buildings down the block or two floors up in the same apartment building. Imagine this happening in Los Angeles, Chicago, Houston, Miami, Denver, Atlanta. Imagine the outcry on social media, from neighbors, from employers.
Perhaps there's a reason Trump didn't do this the first time around.
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Jewish staffer resigns from Biden administration over Gaza
Lily Greenberg Call, a staffer at the Interior Department, cites Jewish heritage in accusing Biden of "disastrous" support for Israel's military campaign.
By Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-05-15

Lily Greenberg Call is resigning from the Interior Department to protest President Biden's support for Israel's military campaign in Gaza. (Courtesy of Lily Greenberg Call)


A Jewish American Biden political appointee resigned from her post at the Interior Department on Wednesday, saying she could no longer work for the administration because of President Biden's continued support of Israel's war in Gaza.
Lily Greenberg Call, special assistant to the chief of staff in the Interior Department, cited her Jewish upbringing and ties to Israel in her resignation letter. She wrote that her family escaped antisemitic persecution in Europe and came to the United States, noting that they changed their names at Ellis Island and that her grandparents could not go to college.
"I can no longer in good conscience continue to represent this administration amidst President Biden's disastrous, continued support for Israel's genocide in Gaza," Greenberg Call wrote. Israel strongly denies that its actions in Gaza amount to genocide.
Reflecting on her position as an appointee in a presidential administration, she added: "This is the story of many people in my community: a story of survival, upward mobility, and fulfillment of the American Dream. And yet, I have asked myself many times over the last eight months: what is the point of having power if you will not use it to stop crimes against humanity?"
Greenberg Call is the first known Jewish appointee to publicly resign over Biden's support of Israel. Earlier this week, a U.S. Army officer working at the Defense Intelligence Agency resigned from the military, writing in an open letter that he felt "incredible shame and guilt" knowing that his work contributed to Palestinian suffering and death. A political appointee from the Education Department resigned in January, and a career State Department employee who worked on arms transfers to foreign powers resigned in October.
In an interview, Greenberg Call said that resigning was a challenging decision for her because of the community she grew up in, but that the Jewish values she was brought up with led her to this decision.
"My Jewish identity is the most important part of who I am, and it is all of the values that I was raised with ... and all of my Jewish education, 20 years of it, that led me to this decision, and it's how I know this is right," Greenberg Call said. "What Israel is doing to people in Gaza and to Palestinians across the land is incredibly un-Jewish to me and such a disgrace to our ancestors."
The United States and Israel strongly deny that Israel's military assault in Gaza, which has killed more than 35,000 Palestinians and displaced nearly the entire population of roughly 2 million, amounts to genocide. They say that Israel has a right to defend itself after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack, in which militants killed about 1,200 people, many of them civilians, and took about 250 hostage, and that Hamas embeds itself among civilians in a conscious effort to drive up the death toll.
A growing number of Democrats have called on Biden to suspend military aid to Israel or at least impose conditions on it. In addition to the high death toll, Israel's siege of Gaza has created a humanitarian catastrophe as the health-care system has collapsed, and nearly all of the enclave's residents face severe hunger and disease.
Biden has threatened to cut off offensive weapons if Israel invades the southern Gaza city of Rafah, where more than 1 million Palestinians are sheltering. Israel has moved farther into the city, but U.S. officials say it has not crossed Biden's "red line" of launching major attacks in population areas.
Biden is facing growing political challenges over his nearly unwavering support for Israel, as polls show that Arab Americans, Muslims, young voters, progressives and people of color strongly disapprove of his handling of the Israel-Gaza war. The president has been met with protests at nearly every public event since October, many of them including a high-profile presence of Jewish groups.
More recently, Biden has angered some pro-Israel Democrats with his threat to cut off offensive weapons and his administration's decision to suspend a single shipment of bombs. Still, the Biden administration this week notified congressional committees that it planned to move forward with more than $1 billion in weapons deals for Israel.
Although Greenberg Call is not a seasoned or high-ranking official, her resignation is notable because she worked in the presidential campaigns of both Biden and Vice President Harris and stressed her Jewish background in resigning.
Greenberg Call wrote that she grew up in Jewish communities in the United States and Israel, and that people in her community lost loved ones in the Oct. 7 Hamas attack. She said that she is "terrified" by rising antisemitism but that "I am certain that the answer to this is not to collectively punish millions of innocent Palestinians through displacement, famine, and ethnic cleansing."
Greenberg Call, who graduated from the University of California at Berkeley in 2019, was president of Bears for Israel, an affiliate group of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), and said she grew up going to student events hosted by the group. In a piece for Teen Vogue two years ago, she said she began to question AIPAC and its mission of ensuring unconditional American support for Israel as she got to know more Palestinians and after AIPAC endorsed Republican candidates who supported Donald Trump's false claims that the 2020 election was stolen.
In her resignation letter Wednesday, Greenberg Call argued that the United States had enabled "Israeli war crimes and the status quo of apartheid and occupation," arguing that such policies did not keep Israelis or Jews safe.
"The President has the power to call for a lasting ceasefire, to stop sending weapons to Israel, and to condition aid. The United States has used nearly no leverage throughout the last eight months to hold Israel accountable," Greenberg Call wrote. "Quite the opposite, we have enabled and legitimized Israel's actions with vetoes of UN resolutions designed to hold Israel accountable."
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David Trone and the history of candidates lighting their money on fire
The Maryland Senate candidate spent $62 million of his own money, only to lose a primary. But others have fared worse -- at least on a dollars-per-vote basis.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-05-15

Rep. David Trone (D-Md.) arrives at a campaign event Tuesday in Baltimore after conceding the Democratic Senate primary to Prince George's County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Do you have a very wealthy friend who is considering spending gobs of money trying to get elected to political office?
You might want to show them the results of the Maryland Democratic Senate primary on Tuesday -- and, of course, this post.
Rep. David Trone (D-Md.) spent $62 million of his own money on the race, only to lose to Prince George's County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks by double digits. The current results show Alsobrooks winning 54 percent to 42 percent, with about two-thirds of the vote in.
The amount of money Trone burned through is stunning. According to the Open Secrets compendium of self-funders, Trone, a co-owner of Total Wine & More, spent more of his own money on his Senate primary race than any other candidate in the 21st century (and, almost assuredly, ever).
He spent more than any Senate candidate period -- primary and general election -- except potentially one. Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.) spent $63 million in 2018. We'll see if Trone's total winds up beating Scott as he files more campaign finance reports. (Scott, unlike Trone, actually won.)
If there is a silver lining for Trone, though, it's that the investment could have been worse.
While Trone is likely to have spent about $200 per vote when full results are in, that's not the worst return on investment for a self-funder this year. And it's not even the worst return on investment for Trone personally.
One of our favorite election stats is self-funding dollars per vote. And recent elections have featured some doozies. Candidates are spending more and more of their own money not only to lose, but to lose in primaries and to not get that many votes.
While many have pointed to the $1 billion Mike Bloomberg (D) spent on his also-ran presidential campaign in 2020, other presidential candidates have actually fared worse on dollars-per-vote. And at the top of that list -- by a country mile -- is Doug Burgum (R).
Burgum, the governor of North Dakota, spent about $14 million of his own money to run for president last year, but he dropped out a month before the Iowa caucuses. That means he cobbled together about 500 votes in states where he remained on the ballot. Total cost: nearly $28,000 per vote.
(But hey, he could still parlay his investment into Donald Trump's choice as running mate or a slot in Trump's Cabinet. So maybe it'll have been worth it, after all.)
Also coming in ahead of Bloomberg is fellow 2020 presidential candidate Tom Steyer (D). While Bloomberg spent his billion on about 2.5 million votes (about $427 per vote), Steyer spent more than $340 million on about 260,000 votes (about $1,315 per vote).
Among candidates who have self-funded $10 million or more only to lose a primary this century, those are the three worst returns on investment.
Coming in at fourth place: David Trone ... in 2016.
Back then, he spent more than $13 million to take around 35,000 votes in a loss to now-Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.), at a cost of $379 per vote.
After Trone's 2016 bid comes 2024 GOP presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy ($330 per vote), 2022 Senate candidate Alex Lasry of Wisconsin ($317 after withdrawing before the primary), 2004 Senate candidate Blair Hull of Illinois ($213) and 2022 Senate candidate Mike Gibbons of Ohio ($147).
Which means that, depending on the ultimate Maryland vote and campaign finance totals, Trone could soon account for either two of the worst seven returns on investment -- or merely two of the worst eight.
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How Biden's campaign hopes to reinvigorate Black voters
The president's advisers are keenly aware of the need to reach former supporters who have since tuned out.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-05-16

Images from the Biden campaign's diss track against Donald Trump. (bidenharrishq Instagram account)


While those who live and breathe politics have been transfixed by the epic fight for the presidency, many young people -- and especially young Black people -- have been paying attention to another battle: the raging beef between hip-hop superstars Kendrick Lamar and Drake, which has produced a string of hits on the Billboard Hot 100.
These two universes collided earlier this month when President Biden repurposed part of Lamar's blistering "Euphoria" to drop a diss track on Donald Trump.
A video slide show, which Biden's campaign posted on its social media accounts, opens with a shot of Biden and Vice President Harris smiling incongruously over Lamar's lyrics: it's always been about love and hate now lemme say I'm the biggest hater.
From there, it moves on to a series of unflattering shots of Trump and revisions of Lamar's lyrics posted as captions: I hate the way that you walk over women's rights, the way that you talk about immigrants, I hate the way that you dress, I hate the way that you sneak diss on truth social.
Not exactly what you'd expect from an 81-year-old president whose musical tastes tend toward Irish folk and boomer standards. But neither the message nor its medium is subtle.
Biden has an enthusiasm problem among Democrats' key constituencies, particularly Black voters. A Post-Ipsos survey last month found that 62 percent of Black adults said they are "absolutely certain to vote," which is sharply down from the 74 percent recorded in June 2020. The 12-point decline was also significantly steeper than the 4-point drop among Americans overall, from 72 percent to 68 percent.
The numbers are especially troubling with Black voters under 40, of whom only about 4 in 10 say they are sure they will vote.
Meanwhile, a fresh New York Times/Siena College poll of battleground states indicates that Trump could be winning more than 20 percent of Black voters.  That would be higher than any Republican candidate in the modern era. In 2020, Biden won 92 percent of the Black vote.
Biden campaign officials say they are well aware that they must find innovative approaches to reach those who have tuned out or feel that their concerns have been ignored. It is a challenge with which Biden deputy campaign manager Quentin Fulks has more than a little experience. In 2020, he ran the campaign that saw the Rev. Raphael G. Warnock elected as the first Black senator from Georgia.
"I think that that is something that you have to instill into a campaign culture very early: that these voters, we have to persuade," Fulks told me. "It's no longer the fact that we can just parachute into their communities with a couple of months to go and think that they're just going to turn out to vote. We have to convince them."
"This is a Democratic problem, and it has been for a while," he added. "Going back to 2016, you see slippage in these numbers with African American voters."
Part of solving that problem requires being what Fulks described as "culturally competent" -- understanding how to reach Black audiences in today's fractured media environment.
Here is where Biden's financial advantage over Trump can help. As far back as August, the president's camp announced a $25 million ad campaign that it said would include the largest and earliest investment in Black and Hispanic media by any reelection campaign. It also placed spots during University of Colorado football games, which were drawing huge Black audiences thanks to head coach Deion Sanders.
The Biden campaign's strategy includes targeting its ads -- not only toward battleground states such as Georgia, Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, but also across national Black-owned media such NewsOne, Blavity and the Shade Room. Two recent ads featured Biden speaking about his achievements, including sending out $1,400 pandemic relief checks and capping the price on insulin at $35 a month. Both concluded with the president saying: "There's a lot more to do, but we can do it together."
Fulks insists that it is early, and that there is still plenty of time to engage Black voters on the concerns they care about -- concerns, he added, that have little to do with Trump's courtroom travails or Biden's age.
"They are worried about their jobs," he said. "They're worried about their kids. They're worried about bills. And we have to be mindful of that. I do believe that as this election comes more into focus, people are going to tune in."
The entire election may be riding on whether they do. What Biden is out to prove to Black voters is that, as Kendrick Lamar puts it, "I'm what the culture feelin'."
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Skip voting in November? Here's everything wrong with that idea.
Readers count the ways they think George F. Will's recent defense of skipping the ballot box missed the mark.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-05-16

Signs encourage voters to think beyond the election in Montgomery, Ala., on March 5. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Regarding George F. Will's May 9 op-ed, "In defense of not voting":
I cannot for the life of me tell whether the version of George F. Will who wrote this column is a petulant 4-year-old or merely an old grump. His comparison of the two major party candidates with a pair of Edsels is outrageous. Ford Motor Co. and the descendants of Henry Ford should denounce this calumny on their legacy. The Edsel had several advanced features, only one of which was the push-button gear shifter. We had that later in Texas on our family's Dodge station wagon, and it made it on to other vehicles. To be fair, the Edsel was criticized for its looks, particularly the odd shape of its grille.
Now perhaps President  Biden is an Edsel because he does not have the looks and has a mix of newfangled wiring on an old chassis. But he darn well works -- and works well both early and late. He also delivers cogent speeches and ad-lib commentary. The rival commodity, the Trumpmobile, has no engine, a few flat tires and a driver who appears to nod off in public and who appears to think the notorious fictional cannibal Hannibal Lecter is real. Mr. Will might accurately compare Donald Trump with the 1893 Duryea Motor Wagon, but Mr. Trump is nothing like a functioning Edsel. Several are still on the road.
Michael D. Schattman, Lansdale, Pa.
As an American woman who knows that, had I lived  before the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920, I would not have had the same voting privileges as White men, whose rights were guaranteed by law and who did not face the same voter suppression Black men experienced, I resent the publication of George F. Will's recent, flip defense of not exercising that right.
I see nothing "public-spirited" in glorifying any abstention from voting. It demeans a right that was too long denied not only to women but also to people of color. A right still denied many of them via gerrymandering, unduly onerous identification requirements and other artificial hurdles. To glorify nonvoting when apathy might serve the confiscation of power by a would-be dictator such as Donald Trump shows me how low the conservative movement has sunk.
"The right and ability to ignore politics" are not "attributes of a good society." As the saying goes, the only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men (and women) to do nothing.
Camille Grosdider, Washington
George F. Will recently proposed that Americans not vote in November but rather boycott the two major party candidates to send the parties an expression of "thoughtful disgust." Mr. Will does not discuss perceived deficiencies of the major party candidates or the merits of their positions on the crucial issues of the 2024 election. He does not discuss the merits or weaknesses of any local races, statewide or down-ballot candidates, ballot initiatives, or the impact a voter boycott would have on them. What he validates and promotes, as an apparent experiment, is electoral absence in lieu of engagement, civic avoidance in lieu of responsibility, and overall citizen disengagement as a "message" of "principled protest" to the political parties.
It is particularly irresponsible and shocking that he does so in a year when our country teeters on the precipice of losing its democracy to authoritarian rule. In a year when every single vote will count more than ever, it is astounding that Mr. Will is comfortable urging voter disengagement while providing no sense of the potential aftermath of such an experiment, should the authoritarian candidate prevail.
Daphna Krim, Bethesda
George F. Will suggested we should refrain from voting in the next presidential election because both candidates are of advanced age and the country would be better served with younger leaders. However, because each candidate supports a wildly different path to govern our country and to engage with the rest of the world, our vote will ultimately affect how our democracy is run in the next term. Our votes cannot be squandered at this juncture because of the candidates' advanced ages. Lower voter turnout would likely be attributed to voter apathy rather than a reluctance to vote for either candidate because of their age.
It may well be advisable to pursue further age-limit legislation for those who wish to be elected to higher office, but to refrain from voting in this critical presidential election is not wise.
Suzanne K. Bartholf, McLean
Every American citizen eligible to vote should register and enter the voting booth, but what happens inside is private. Better to fill in all the bubbles for president -- an intentional overvote, which doesn't count but cannot be manipulated as easily as leaving president blank -- and then vote, or not, for other candidates and questions that appear on the rest of the ballot.
A true protest vote sends a message to the parties to do better.
Karl Olson, St. Louis Park, Minn.
In his recent column, George F. Will unfairly slurred countries with compulsory voting laws. He writes, "Regarding the supposed duty to vote, the right and ability to ignore politics are attributes of a good society. (Totalitarian societies forbid not participating in the enveloping politics.)"
A Pew Research Center poll in 2021 found that around two-thirds of adults in Germany, France and Britain  favored compulsory voting, and according to the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, at least 27 democratic countries have some form of compulsory voting, including Australia, Belgium, the majority of those in South America, and Greece, the birthplace of democracy. Are none of these "good societies"? Mr. Will should open his mind to the idea that there's more than one way to practice democracy.
David S. Shulman, Takoma Park
George F. Will's suggestion that citizens simply not vote was both naive and cynical. Especially in this presidential election, the choice is stark: President Biden may not be exciting enough for some people, but Donald Trump is a clear and present threat to our democratic republic. Mr. Will himself in the past has written about Mr. Trump's utter unfitness for office. How can he say with a straight face that the choice doesn't matter? We know that come, Election Day, one of these two will become our next president, whether the total vote count is high or low. Voters need to recognize that fact.  Sitting it out will accomplish nothing.
Mr. Will is cynical in implying that some "message" would get through -- although he's not clear as to exactly what that silence would convey, or to whom -- so that low turnout is somehow a statement. It is not.
Voting is an act of faith: faith in our democracy, faith in our fellow citizens, faith in our community. One vote does not usually make a difference, but sometimes it does! Now is not the time, if there ever was one, to throw up your hands and say, "Who cares?"
Dan Ducore, Silver Spring
Regarding Colbert I. King's May 11 op-ed, "Thinking of not voting? That's music to Trump's ears.":
I'm not voting for President Biden. Mr. King is right that Mr. Trump, "with all his legal troubles, could be grinning like a Cheshire cat" at the prospect of voters who are outraged about Mr. Biden's failure to rein in Israel staying home in November. But I just don't see what Mr. Trump could have done that could have been worse than what Mr. Biden did, even if he had not been as sympathetic -- in words alone -- to the plight of Gazans.
Though both choices seem abhorrent, Mr. Biden will go down in history as the president who allowed a right-wing Israeli cabinet to commit atrocious acts against Gaza's civilian population. The fact that Hamas started this horrific chain of events with its vile actions on Oct. 7 does not excuse Israel's creation of a humanitarian catastrophe or Mr. Biden's failure to respond to that disaster. At a minimum, I suspect Mr. Trump will have more influence on events.
Ayman Hakki, Falls Church
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What can be done to make the Biden-Trump debates worthwhile?
We've heard all kinds of ideas. Here are some we think would help.
By Alexi McCammond | 2024-05-16

Joe Biden and Donald Trump during the second presidential debate at Belmont University in Nashville on Oct. 22, 2020. (Jim Bourg/Reuters)


You're reading the Prompt 2024 newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
All you political junkies out there got your wish: President Biden and Donald Trump have agreed to participate in two debates before the election (on June 27 and Sept. 10). We previously discussed whether debates were worthy of voters' time, but now that they are officially happening, I wanted to revisit the topic.
So, in our first-ever special edition of Prompt 2024, I asked my Post Opinions colleagues Karen Tumulty and James Hohmann: What should be done to make these debates useful to voters?
Alexi McCammond: Okay, assuming these debates actually happen, how can they be beneficial to voters?
Karen Tumulty: I wrote a column about this just last week. There are lots of ways to improve the debates. Moving them to earlier in the election cycle is a good idea. (People in states such as Pennsylvania and Michigan will already be voting in September.) And get rid of the live audience.
James Hohmann: Let them debate Lincoln-Douglas style. Free-flowing, back and forth. Don't make it about the moderator. I think the mistake in 2020 was moderators trying too hard to force Trump to act like someone he's not.
Alexi: The chaos! Think we need some rules, James. Otherwise Trump will talk and talk and talk and talk and talk.
James: And what's wrong with that? I don't think there's anything wrong with Trump showing himself to be a blowhard.
Alexi: I wonder what you guys make of this suggestion from a reader in Philadelphia: "Each candidate must designate two alternates. If and when Biden or Trump breaks the rules and expulsion from the stage is warranted, his alternate steps in. If the first alternate repeats the misconduct, he or she is gone and the second, final alternate steps in. If the final alternate is also invited to leave, the debate continues with President Biden alone for the remainder of the schedule."
Karen: Terrible idea. This isn't a game show.
James: The old debate format is broken. We need to rethink debates for the post-television age. To the reader's suggestion: Rules are made for Trump to break them. He relishes it.
Karen: I think we learn a lot about the candidates even when the debates are bad.
James: Debates tell you a lot about whether someone is up for the presidency. A lot of folks who voted for Biden in 2020 worry he's no longer up to the task. If he can't shut down Trump with some zingers and crisp comebacks, how is he going to be able to perform as president until January 2029?
Alexi: Agree that Biden will win points for demonstrating he can be sharp and quick against Trump. He definitely shines in those moments. And on policy, it feels like Trump has way more to lose, in that the debates could show voters just how extreme some of his plans are. Right? But maybe policy doesn't really matter in debates.
Karen: Hard to delve deeply into policy when you are limited to two-minute answers.
James: Exactly. Do a 10-minute block on Ukraine. Don't ask a pointed question about Ukraine and then give Trump and Biden a short amount of time to give their talking points.
Karen: Also, NO GIMMICKS such as asking people to raise their hands.
Alexi: Blech -- HATE when they ask the hands question.
James: We are already seeing the Biden people say they won't debate if Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is onstage. But he might qualify.
Karen: How can he qualify? The debate commission sets the qualification rules, and it isn't involved here. The candidates are going to be in charge here, not the networks.
James: CNN says it'll invite anyone who gets 15 percent in four qualifying national polls. Though the Biden camp is saying he'll only do one-on-one with Trump.
Alexi: Feels like it'll be hard for RFK Jr. to do that. In any case, I think it would be bad for Biden to be onstage with both RFK Jr. and Trump. He'd be outnumbered by the trolls.
James: Agree that it would be bad for Biden to debate RFK Jr. That's why his campaign manager is trying to protect him. But Trump has also realized that RFK Jr. pulls from his supporters, too. So he won't want him there, either.
Karen: Which is why RFK Jr. won't be there.
Alexi: A lot of readers have emailed to say they want debates to see how each candidate's mental fitness compares with the last time they debated. Seems like that's the No. 1 thing voters will be watching for.
James: Biden needs to show he's willing to debate. He also desperately needs to shake up the race. Trump would 100 percent win if the election were today. And that's after weeks of the former president being on trial for paying hush money to a D-list porn actress.
Alexi: So will the June debate be the moment that rescues Biden's campaign?
Karen: Incumbent presidents tend to do terribly at their first debates: Ford, Carter, Reagan, Obama, Trump. They are rusty.
James: A good June performance can change the narrative of the campaign. The key is for Biden to be well rested and well prepped.
Alexi: Same goes for us!
Interested in more ideas on how to improve presidential debates? You're in luck. There are so many out there. Compiling a couple of them here:
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The central tenets of 'Bridgerton'
A beginner's guide to the "Bridgerton" universe. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-05-16

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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The meaning of Caitlin Clark
'There's always a brand of feminism at stake underneath these women's sports.'
By Theodore Johnson, Amanda Ripley, Sally Jenkins | 2024-05-16

Rookie guard Caitlin Clark (22) during the Indiana Fever's 92-71 loss to the Connecticut Sun in Uncasville, Conn., on Tuesday. (Jessica Hill/AP) 


For the tipoff of the WNBA season, and the beginning of Caitlin Clark's career as a professional basketball player for the Indiana Fever, Post Sports columnist Sally Jenkins joined Opinions contributing columnists Theodore Johnson and Amanda Ripley on the "Impromptu" podcast to talk about what athletes have done for the women's movement. This adaptation of their conversation has been edited.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Amanda Ripley: Let's start with talking a bit about the record-shattering women's NCAA Final Four tournament this spring. The women's final drew 24 million viewers, more than any single basketball game -- men, women, college or pro -- since 2019. What is going on? Why all the attention? Why now? ... Have we crossed some kind of threshold of believing that women are good at sports and fun to watch?
Sally Jenkins: One of the things underneath this tremendous audience build that we're seeing is the understanding that we're watching something political.
The women's tennis tour, the build there under Billie Jean King and then carried on by Chris Evert and Martina Navratilova, wasn't just about female physical competence. It was about equal pay. Same thing with the women's soccer craze. ... And I think the same thing is true with women's college basketball and the WNBA.
There's always a brand of feminism at stake underneath these women's sports. And I think everyone understands that.
Ripley: It might seem obvious that young girls can benefit from having more professional women athletes as role models, but does it go beyond that? What does it mean for boys and men to see women in these roles, Ted?
Ted Johnson: What I'm interested to see is the little boy who makes it to the NBA and says, "My inspiration was Caitlin Clark." "My inspiration was Angel Reese on LSU, or JuJu Watkins on Southern Cal." When boys start citing women as their inspiration for excellence then I think we've accomplished something that's really, really noteworthy in sports.
Ripley: I went to the Women's World Cup in France in 2019. I'd played soccer all my life. I've seen women play soccer. I didn't expect it to be a religious experience, but it totally was. And one of the things that really surprised me was seeing all these men and boys in Megan Rapinoe and Alex Morgan jerseys.
And I kind of hate that I needed men to be into this game for me to be -- I mean, it was subconscious. It was involuntary. But it's not something I'd seen before. That level of fervor and awe and respect that was beyond just, "Isn't this nice? We'll do this because our daughters want to watch this." But true fans. That took my breath away.
Jenkins: What's going on underneath all of these games is the question of performance under pressure. There's a credibility that you earn in performing on the playing field that you really can't earn in any other arena, particularly women. There is something that happens in the way that men view women when women are seen to perform under pressure at a really high level physically.
I've always argued that Title IX is the closest thing to an Equal Rights Amendment that ever passed in this country. Women's sports is the real secret history of the women's movement. Women athletes have done more than any intellectual feminist has for establishing the new normal for women. I think that women's sports, the proof of that physical competency and emotional competency under pressure, it makes it easier for men to envision women driving aircraft carriers on a midnight shift. It really does.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Biden's right: The U.S. should oppose Israel's tactics in Gaza
The U.S. must stand up to the strategic stupidity that is creating a humanitarian disaster.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-05-16

Israeli tanks are seen in southern Israel after leaving the Gaza Strip near Rafah on May 11. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


Last week, President Biden held back a single shipment of arms to Israel when, despite consistent and long-standing U.S. objections, Israel was planning an expanded assault on the city of Rafah. The Israeli government and its defenders in the United States (including members of Congress and Jewish organizations) hollered. Abandoning Israel! Helping Hamas! Nonsense. Indeed, developments suggest Biden's reaction was well calibrated, considering Israel apparently lacks a strategic plan for victory.
If Israel has no plan to hold and govern territory, and Hamas simply backfills areas that are vacated, Israel's tactical moves and resulting casualties become highly objectionable. That would mean Israel is killing civilians, putting its own soldiers at risk and perpetuating a humanitarian catastrophe for no permanent gain in security.
That seems to be what's happening, according to a CNN article this week: "The Israeli military has renewed its fighting in northern Gaza where it previously claimed to have dismantled Hamas' command structure." As that report notes, Hamas's reentry in "pockets [Israel] had supposedly cleared ... renews questions about its long-term military strategy."
Veteran Middle East negotiator Dennis Ross tweeted, "One thing is clear: the fact that the IDF has had to go back into Jabalya, Zeitoun, and soon Khan Younis is a reminder that no plan existed for what would replace Hamas." He added: "Yes, Hamas is weakened but without an alternative to it, it will fill the vacuum. And Israel needs an answer."
The White House had presciently warned about exactly this problem. "The Biden administration does not see it likely or possible that Israel will achieve 'total victory' in defeating Hamas in the Palestinian enclave of Gaza, U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell said on Monday," Reuters reported. "While U.S. officials have urged Israel to help devise a clear plan for the governance post-war Gaza, Campbell's comments are the clearest to date from a top U.S. official effectively admitting that Israel's current military strategy won't bring the result that it is aiming for."
Secretary of State Antony Blinken has become more explicitly critical of Israel in public. "One, you have to have a clear, credible plan to protect civilians, which we haven't seen," he told Margaret Brennan on CBS's "Face the Nation." "Second, we also need to see a plan for what happens after this conflict in Gaza ... is over." With Hamas returning to places Israel had previously cleared, Israel might "have some initial success, but potentially at an incredibly high cost to civilians," Blinken said, and that success is "one that is not durable, one that's not sustainable."
Moreover, Israel "will be left holding the bag on an enduring insurgency, because a lot of armed Hamas will be left no matter what they do in Rafah," the secretary said, leaving behind "a vacuum that's likely to be filled by chaos, by anarchy, and ultimately by Hamas again." So far, Blinken added, the administration has seen no credible plan to address this dilemma.
U.S. policymakers are not the only ones sounding the alarm. The Times of Israel reports: "[Israel Defense Forces] Chief of Staff Herzi Halevi tore into Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during security consultations over the weekend for failing to develop and announce a so-called 'day after' strategy for who will rule Gaza after the war, according to a Saturday evening Hebrew news report." Echoing U.S. criticism, Halevi told an Israel news channel, "We are now operating once again in Jabaliya. As long as there's no diplomatic process to develop a governing body in the [Gaza] Strip that isn't Hamas, we'll have to launch campaigns again and again in other places to dismantle Hamas's infrastructure."
Meanwhile, the Biden administration issued an inconclusive report last week finding that "it was 'reasonable to assess' that Israel violated international law using U.S. weapons in its military campaign in Gaza, but found there was insufficient information to draw a firm conclusion in any specific instances, meaning American military aid could continue to flow to the country," The Post reported. Having made its point, the White House later approved transfer of more than $1 billion in military aid, defying critics who claimed the president had "abandoned" Israel.
So, Israel rolls into Rafah with no plan for success, its tactics under severe scrutiny and the fate unknown of the hostages who, if they are still alive, are surviving under deplorable conditions. No wonder tens of thousands of Israelis take to the streets each week in protest. War for war's sake might meet Netanyahu's personal objective to remain in power indefinitely, but it does not satisfy our (or Israel's) objectives. It might also not comply with international law, which requires that any civilian casualties not be disproportionate to the military objectives obtained.
Where does that leave the administration? Biden and Blinken need to clearly articulate that, because they support Israel's objective of dismantling Hamas, they must insist that Israel present a strategy designed to attain that end. Biden should continue to use all tools at his disposal to compel Israel's conduct to align with our mutual national security objectives and the laws of war.
Given the circumstances, true friends of Israel should rethink knee-jerk objections to Biden's efforts to steer Israel toward a strategy with achievable, durable results. Blindly endorsing and supporting Netanyahu's ill-conceived approach -- one that's increasingly objectionable to Israel's own military -- serves neither Israel nor the United States.
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Mike Johnson was on the ropes. Now he's one of the most effective speakers ever.
Despite presiding over one of the smallest and most restive House majorities in history, he has passed a raft of critical legislation. 
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-05-16

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) at the Capitol on April 30. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


In a matter of six months, Mike Johnson has gone from accidental House speaker to one of the most consequential House speakers in a generation.
That's not hyperbole. Despite presiding over one of the smallest and most restive House majorities in history, he has managed to navigate the warring factions of his party to pass a raft of critical legislation, including a government funding bill that averted a catastrophic shutdown; reauthorization of a foreign surveillance law critical to disrupting terrorist attacks; a lethal-aid package for Ukraine that staved off imminent defeat, plus vital military assistance for Israel and Taiwan; legislation that allows the United States to seize Russian assets and use them to aid Ukraine; bipartisan legislation to ban TikTok in the United States if it is not sold to a new parent company that is not Chinese within about a year; and new sanctions against China, Iran and Russia. And in the wake of those legislative victories, accomplished with bipartisan support, he defeated an effort by Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) to oust him, which was rejected by a 359-43 vote amid a cacophony of boos from her GOP colleagues.
Name me another speaker who has accomplished so much, in so short a time, against such overwhelming odds.
He wasn't even supposed to be in the job. Johnson was chosen only after a three-week standoff in which three other nominees failed. When he ascended to the speaker's post, few in Washington had even heard of him. Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) told CNN she planned to do a Google search to learn who he was. Johnson had never even chaired a congressional committee and went from serving as vice chairman of the House Republican Conference (the No. 6 leadership position) to second in the line to the presidency virtually overnight.
From the moment Johnson assumed the speakership, many assumed his job was doomed. Just weeks after he was elected, Politico reported that Republicans were "already asking behind closed doors whether Johnson might meet the same fate as the deposed [former speaker Kevin] McCarthy." Later, he was described as a "leader in name only" whose "grip on his fractious conference appears to be slipping" and who was having a "bad, very, very bad, awful time leading the House Republican conference," which had become a "hot mess, devoid of ideas and accomplishments."
No one is saying that today.
Getting there was not easy. After Johnson took office, his already historically small majority narrowed further because of GOP resignations, leaving him little room for error in steering his party to pass controversial legislation. He moved deliberately and sequentially from bill to bill -- tackling government spending first, then foreign-surveillance reauthorization, before finally moving forward on Ukraine aid.
The Biden administration has sought to claim credit for getting Johnson on board with Ukraine aid. But while Johnson had voted against previous aid packages, he had been clear from the beginning of his speakership on his intention to pass aid to Israel, Ukraine and Taiwan. In his speech accepting the gavel (which he wrote himself), he declared, "We stand at a very dangerous time. ... Turmoil and violence have rocked the Middle East and Eastern Europe. We all know tensions continue to build in the Indo-Pacific. The country demands strong leadership of this body, and we must not waver." The next day, he told Sean Hannity, "We can't allow Vladimir Putin to prevail in Ukraine, because I don't believe it would stop there, and it would probably encourage and empower China to perhaps make a move on Taiwan. ... We're not going to abandon them."
But first, he had to lay the groundwork with his conference. He invited members to attend intelligence briefings showing how, without U.S. aid to Ukraine, Russian forces would begin breaking through the nation's defenses, carpet-bombing Ukrainian cities, slaughtering civilians and marching toward Kyiv. To his chagrin, many anti-Ukraine Republicans declined to attend. "They're making monumental decisions with global implications not completely informed about the facts,"  he told Ben Shapiro before the vote. "I think that's dereliction of duty."
Johnson also needed to win the support of Donald Trump, who could have killed the Ukraine aid package if he had come out against it. Many -- including Greene and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban -- were lobbying Trump to do just that. But Trump wisely backed Johnson against the anti-Ukraine faction of the GOP, appearing side by side with him at a news conference at Mar-a-Lago and declaring that Johnson was "doing a really good job." Trump's hard-won endorsement was critical.
As the moment of truth arrived, Johnson was the epitome of resolve. "History judges us for what we do," he declared at the Capitol. "This is a critical time right now. ... I can make a selfish decision and do something that is different, but I'm doing here what I believe to be the right thing. ... I think providing lethal aid to Ukraine right now is critically important. ... I'm willing to take personal risk for that."
Johnson did exactly that. He put his speakership on the line -- knowing that his predecessor had been ousted for less -- in order to do the right thing. That is the essence of leadership.
"I never aspired to be speaker of the House," Johnson recently said. "This was not on my bucket list." Though he might not have aspired to the job, he has become one of the most courageous and effective leaders to hold it in modern times.
Not bad for an accidental speaker.
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To best protect freedom of speech, let's speak to one another
As campus protests continue, we need respect for differing perspectives.
By Ro Khanna | 2024-05-16

Protesters express support for Palestinians at a rally on the campus of Columbia University in New York on April 29. (Caitlin Ochs/Reuters) 


Ro Khanna, a Democrat, represents California's 17th Congressional District in the U.S. House. This column is adapted from his speech accepting the "Profile in Courage" award from the Arab American Civil Rights League in Dearborn, Mich.
How can we have a conversation in America that condemns the horrific Oct. 7 Hamas attack and kidnappings, reckons with what has transpired since, and respects the stories and struggles, the trauma and tears, of both Arab Americans and Jewish Americans?
At a time of campus protests that echo what America saw during the Vietnam War, we must begin with the lessons of Kent State and Jackson State. Our nation must always stand for free speech, whether that speech is critical of Israel, of Hamas or of America. Criticism of the policies of a government in power is neither a rejection of patriotism nor an expression of bigotry. An open society like ours is designed for sharp disagreement and controversy. But the defense of dissent does not absolve us of the moral responsibility to call out protests when they devolve into toxic and vile threats against Jews or any other ethnic group. Prejudice is not a form of discussion.
University leaders can show moral clarity by condemning hate, harassment and intimidation while recognizing the gravity and repercussions of calling in armed police -- or worse, the National Guard -- to remove protesters on college campuses. We have seen troubling images of students and professors thrown to the ground and handcuffed. There has to be some understanding for young students who feel helpless to do anything about the deaths in Gaza and so decide, in exasperation, to camp on the quads -- provided they do not advocate violence, vandalize buildings, or make threats based on religious or national identity. These students see the lack of representation in Congress and on university boards, where few Arab or Muslim Americans sit; they see the lopsided votes, and so protest is their cry to be heard, their plea for the bombing to stop and the occupation to end. There is nothing immoral or undemocratic about this.
Administrators must also be wary of casting a wide net and entangling those students who are genuinely committed to nonviolence in the universities' disciplinary bureaucracy, with suspensions and expulsions. These students are often first-generation Americans or children of immigrants, whose parents may come from nations that have borne the injustices of the global order, and they are speaking out for the dignity of the disenfranchised. Many are from working families that have made hard sacrifices and have incurred large debt to get an education. Young people deserve some space to question conventional ideology and develop their thinking, so long as their exploration is peaceful, without indelibly staining their future.
At the same time, freedom of expression is not absolute. We can applaud those with the courage to speak and still demand that they be respectful of fellow students who simply want classes to continue. There must be a way to allow for freedom of speech in spaces where nondisruptive protest should be given leeway (such as on quads or lawns) or even tolerated (such as in administration offices) without shutting down classrooms or blocking access to them. Similarly, there has to be a way to allow speech without turning a blind eye to ugly intimidation, such as spitting or cursing at students who wear yarmulkes (or hijabs), or who wave Palestinian (or Israeli) flags.
Universities must treat every single community member as an equal in dialogue and the pursuit of truth, and there must be consequences for anyone who violates this basic moral standard. Students should be able to walk freely on campus expressing their religious and cultural identity without being harassed or targeted.
More pointedly, just because certain speech might be protected by the First Amendment does not mean that the speech is constructive or thoughtful. Yelling "Hamas sympathizer" or "Iranian proxy" at students making the case against occupation is not only slanderous; it perpetuates the worst tropes of Islamophobia and anti-Arab stereotypes. Conversely, chanting "from the river to the sea," which Jewish students hear as encouraging violence against them, or scapegoating everyone on campus who served in the Israel Defense Forces, is wrong and chilling, given the history of antisemitism at European and American universities.
The great leaders of civil disobedience such as Mohandas K. Gandhi, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela understood this. They did not engage in schoolyard taunts that dehumanized their opponents. Instead, they used language that opened their opponents' minds and hearts to bring about change. They would call off large protests at the hint of violent threats, recognizing that even a few provocateurs could undercut their moral authority. They did not minimize ugly rhetoric by a handful of protestors as unrepresentative or as opposition plants but insisted on the highest standards by speaking out against hate on their own side first, and doing so loudly and repeatedly.
These movements can be an inspiration for us all. Our standard for discourse cannot be merely toleration of the other. More than toleration, what is needed is respect for differing narratives. Not approval, but respect.
This is what I understand from Gandhi's teaching of satyagraha, which has influenced me because of my grandfather, Amarnath Vidyalankar, who spent four years in jail for participating in Gandhi's independence movement. Satyagraha is the pursuit of truth -- and satyagrahis approach their adversary with no ill will, but with respect and even love. Showing respect means understanding where someone is coming from, listening to their history and viewpoints, and making arguments in good faith to seek truth and justice.
This approach takes time and patience. It often fails. It stands in stark contrast to the attention-seeking that is the modern currency of recognition. But it still represents the best chance, perhaps the only chance, of moving the world in a more just direction.
Consider this: America has become, in Frederick Douglass's words, a composite nation. For this reason, is there not potential for us to be a balanced peacemaker, because so many of the world's painful stories of subjugation and persecution are finding voice in our body politic? After all, we have members of Congress with family in Palestine working beside and talking with members of Congress who lost family in the Holocaust. A whole new generation, with differing historical and cultural perspectives, is on the cusp of serving and leading -- together.
That is a beautiful expression of American democracy, and one that might well enable us to build an America that can lead the way to justice and peace for all people.
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Trump likes the Oxford comma? That's stunning, strange and disorienting.
Also, now we know what Trump and Flaubert have in common.
By Mark Lasswell | 2024-05-16
Mark Lasswell is an associate op-ed editor at The Post.
Donald Trump's hush money trial is unfolding mostly according to dismal plan. It's a smutty, theatrical mashup of "Beauty and the Beast" and "Liar Liar" that the entire country saw in out-of-town tryouts for eight years before it lumbered into 100 Centre St. for its New York debut.
But the trial testimony has offered one bombshell: Donald Trump likes the Oxford comma.
So testified his former personal assistant and ex-director of Oval Office operations, Madeleine Westerhout, who last week detailed the elaborate fine-tuning that goes into the former president's social media pronouncements before they're unveiled to the nation.
This includes his preference for the  Oxford comma, the controversial punctuation also known as the serial comma, used before the "and" in a list of three or more items. I never thought I'd write these words, but, Donald, I'm with you.
Now, Trump's posts might seem like the careless effusions of an egoist impatient at having been kept too long from his hamburger after 18 holes of golf. But it turns out that Trump works in the Flaubertian manner. As the author of "Madame Bovary" wrote to his lover in 1846, "One achieves style only by dint of atrocious labour, a fanatic and dedicated stubbornness."
In other words, pal, it takes a lot of work to make it look so easy. And now Westerhout has pulled back the curtain, revealing not only that her old boss was aware of the existence of the Oxford comma but also that he insisted on employing it. It's all part of the heretofore unsuspected craftsmanship that goes into shaping the seemingly insouciant online Trump presence that so beguiles his followers.
Like many artists, Trump at times must labor in solitude with his genius, but at others he relies on an assistant to ensure that the spark of inspiration isn't lost. "The president would call me and dictate a tweet to me," Westerhout told jurors, describing how she would "scribble" down the bon mots as they emerged, then type them up on a computer and print them out for Trump's review.
That's when the real work began, as Trump would pore over the printout, edit the text and occasionally ask Westerhout to make additional changes. Sort of like Sophia Tolstaya and Leo Tolstoy, except shorter.
Westerhout also told jurors about Trump's meticulous attention to detail: "My recollection is that there were certain words that he liked to capitalize. Words like 'country.' And he liked to use exclamation points." She could have been describing Tom Wolfe.
But it was the Oxford comma revelation that truly surprised. For one thing, the populist president could have been expected to sneer at the fancy pedigree of a punctuation policy that "first appeared in the 1905 Oxford University Press Style Guide," according to the OUP blog. But Trump, to his credit, let the comma's virtues prevail over any temptation to play to the mob.
Even though those virtues are obvious, the comma, whether you call it Oxford or serial, has legions of passionate detractors. The argument for the comma is that it reliably avoids potential confusion: For want of an Oxford comma in the sentence "I dedicate this book to my parents, Warren Buffett and Oprah Winfrey," a TMZ investigation could be launched.
It's the sort of example that tends to irritate the anti- crowd, who counter with something like: "If I say, 'I had dinner with Tyler, a chiropractor, and a botanist,' is Tyler a spine-adjuster, or did I dine with three people?" (To which the pro- side might respond, "Just say 'Tyler, who's a chiropractor.'" Problem solved.)
Around and around it goes. The anti- side's arguments are no doubt wiser and more persuasive than I'm able to discern, but they commonly include the position that restricting the use of commas reduces visual "clutter" on the page.
Really? Comma clutter? I've noticed that the style guides of anti-Oxford comma publications often also mandate using quotation marks around the titles of books, movies, TV shows, etc., instead of going with nice, clean, non-cluttering italics. What are those quotation marks, if not four airborne commas?
Which brings me to The Washington Post. "Generally, we do not use the serial comma, a.k.a. the Oxford comma," this paper's stylebook says. An exception: If each part of the series could stand alone as a sentence: He went to Paris, she went to Rome, and they reunited in Barcelona. As opposed to "Barcelona," the movie.
I used to work at another newspaper that was also anti-Oxford, and then I thought I had left that benighted policy behind when I spent a couple of semesters teaching in college, where the pro-Oxford Chicago Manual of Style blessedly rules, only to find myself back to removing commas against my better judgment at The Post. Now at least there is one consolation: Every time I hit the delete key and a comma disappears, I'll think: Trump would be angry, irked and annoyed.
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Trump just agreed to a bad deal on debates
If Joe Biden wants to minimize potential debate damage, starting early and ending early is smart.
By Jim Geraghty | 2024-05-16

President Donald Trump and Democratic challenger Joe Biden debate in October 2020 in Nashville. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Traditionally, there are three presidential debates and one vice-presidential debate -- or at least, that's how it worked in 2016, 2012, 2008, 2004, 2000 and 1992. (Bill Clinton and Bob Dole debated only twice in 1996.) The nonpartisan Commission on Presidential Debates scheduled three debates in 2020, but Donald Trump caught covid-19, and organizers said it would be held virtually "to protect the health and safety of all involved." Trump pulled out, then his campaign demanded the debate be held later, and the two campaigns could never agree on a time and place for the third debate.
For this year, the commission had proposed a familiar lineup -- three presidential debates and one vice-presidential debate, falling between Sept. 16 and Oct. 9. As recently as last month, Trump and his campaign were calling for earlier and more frequent debates.
On Wednesday, President Biden managed to talk Trump down to two debates -- June 27 on CNN and Sept. 10 on ABC.
The guy whose name is on the cover of "The Art of the Deal" just got outmaneuvered.
Trump is convinced he's a much better debater than Biden, boasting on Truth Social on Wednesday, "Crooked Joe Biden is the WORST debater I have ever faced - He can't put two sentences together!" The record on the 2020 debates suggests otherwise. The first debate was an incoherent mess, with Trump attempting to talk over Biden half the night, infuriating the moderator, Fox News's Chris Wallace. The second debate went better for Trump, in part because if you let Joe Biden talk, sooner or later his runaway mouth will get him in trouble.
Still, if you're Trump, you want as many opportunities as possible for Biden to appear doddering and hapless before a large television audience, as close to when people cast their ballots as you can get.
Given the choice between no debates and this abbreviated and early debate schedule, it's good that the debates will occur. But if this schedule holds, the 2024 presidential debates will be complete 12 days before the end of summer. "Debate season" will end absurdly early.
The Trump campaign had a legitimate gripe with the original Sept. 16-Oct. 9 span for debates proposed by the commission. The earliest start of early voting, in Minnesota, South Dakota and Virginia, is Sept. 20. By the time the third and last debate was held, the Trump campaign estimated, about 8.7 million Americans would have already cast their ballots.
Instead, the first of only two debates this year will be held a week before the Fourth of July, when most people's thoughts are focused on summer vacations, three months before anybody casts a ballot early and more than four months before Election Day. Unless either candidate has a heart attack onstage, no one is likely to remember much about that late June debate.
Then the second and final presidential debate will occur the week after Labor Day, when kids are getting back to school. If the Biden team aimed to pick two times of year when Americans will be least tuned-in to the political world and the news cycle, they did quite well.
After the second of these debates, Trump will almost certainly call for more. But Biden and his campaign will argue, accurately, that there were two presidential debates in 2020 and two presidential debates in 2024, and that no one is getting shortchanged. They'll also point out, fairly, that Trump refused to participate in Republican primary debates for this election.
It's entirely possible that the debates aren't going to change anybody's mind. Biden and Trump are the ultimate known quantities in American politics, so maybe it's fitting that, at this point, it appears we have two old men opting for the early-bird special, more interested in appearing eager to debate than in actually doing it.
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How I learned to listen for America
A lifelong quest to come together with the many others who were different from me. 
By Anna Deavere Smith | 2024-05-16
Anna Deavere Smith is an actress, playwright and professor at New York University's Tisch School of the Arts. Since 1980, she has been interviewing Americans through her project "On the Road: A Search for American Character."
This article is adapted from the first of four A.W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts presented at the National Gallery of Art in April and May. Princeton University Press has published the books resulting from the lectures since 1967. View the lectures and publications in the series here.
"It's a psychic sense of place that lets us have an identity, and what's inside our identity, is everything that's ever happened to us. Everything that's ever happened to us, as well as our responses to it. 'Cause we might be alone in a trance state -- someplace like a desert and we begin to feel as though we are part of the desert -- which we are right at that minute -- but we are not the desert ... we are part of the desert, and when we go home, we take with us that part of the desert that the desert gave us, but we're still not the desert. It's an important differentiation to make because you don't know what you're giving if you don't know what you have and you don't know what you're taking if you don't know what's yours and what's somebody else's."
That is from an interview I conducted with the late Ntozake Shange, a.k.a. "Zake," a.k.a. Paulette Williams. I interviewed her sometime between 1988 and 1989.
Williams, author of the groundbreaking play "For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow is Enuf," threw off her patriarchal name, "Paulette," -- her father was "Paul" -- and buried her slave name "Williams," to be known as Ntozake Shange, which means, "She who comes with her own things" and "She who walks like a lion."
Ntozake not only threw off her patriarchal and slave names, she stretched the borders around how colored/Negro/Black women were being portrayed on stage, television and film. There were seven different Black women represented in "For Colored Girls." She even specified that the play should be performed by Black women with different hues of "black" skin. The other playwriting frontierswoman was Adrienne Kennedy. They both refused to limit their dramatis personae to the prevailing types: the desexualized bedrock mother figure, the overly sexualized strumpet, or Topsy, the naughty girl. They also brought new speech rhythms to dramatic form. If you listen carefully to the rhythms in "For Colored Girls" and then listen to modern spoken-word poetry, you will hear its ancestry. "For Colored Girls" hit Broadway as a full play in September 1976, but was written in 1974 as a series of monologues. That's 50 years of an enduring rhythm. Ntozake was one grandmother of spoken word.
In 1973, my friend Donald Bogle published "Toms, Coons, Mulattoes, Mammies & Bucks," an excellent account of the status quo when Ntozake and Kennedy broadened the canon of Black females in dramatic literature.
Bogle, who also is Black, was addicted to movies as a child. He wondered why Black actors such as Hattie McDaniel, Mantan Moreland, Bill "Bojangles" Robinson and others would come on screen and disappear. Why wasn't the whole movie about them? He was able to see beyond the stereotypes of Negro people -- stereotypes constructed by a White industry -- White writers and White directors -- to see the skill and talent of the performers. He saw an insulting stereotype in Mammy, but in McDaniel he saw a gifted actress. She had a commanding voice, a powerful presence. He also could see the intelligent choices she was making, emanating from her eyes. We might not like the butler image in "The Little Colonel," but the sheer talent of Robinson cannot be denied. Moreland, who played Birmingham Brown in the Charlie Chan series of films, had perfected his craft in vaudeville performing for Black audiences. When these troupers entered the world of Hollywood, those skilled performances were packaged in a way that fostered racist attitudes. The year 1954 marked the culminating event of a long march toward equality with Brown v. Board of Education. Understandably, a year before, in 1953, the NAACP had "Amos and Andy," a show full of stereotypes taken off the air. But taking stereotypes off the air did not kill them. In the 1970s, a renewed interest in Black artists emerged in part because of the commercial success of "Blaxploitation" films. Bogle perceived that the same stereotypes had come back again in different clothing, but the actors simply did not have the skill of those earlier technicians -- some of whom we had shunned.
Stereotypes come about when we stop looking. Why we stop looking is something we all need to discern for ourselves. When we stop looking, we erase the particularness of how humans present themselves physically and vocally. It does not take long to make a judgment. Perhaps that judgment process is a deeply rooted survival mechanism. It's also a lost spiritual and moral opportunity. Judgments become structural. Often, they are the result of structures.
This is from the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.'s "Letter from Birmingham Jail":
Acting as an art form could be an "I thou" practice. It could be an "I thou" art form. It isn't at the moment.

(Anthony Gerace for The Washington Post; photo by AFP/Getty Images) 


I had not planned to be an actor. The 1960s were full of disruption, blood, beauty and violence. In the summer of 1967, there were more than 150 race riots. Assassinations. Vietnam. Shattered assumptions. And yet the '60s held glamour. Glamour is beauty mixed with violence.
Then the '60s flattened into the early '70s. The revolution wound down, like a car with a flat tire. I still had no answers to essential questions: "Why don't you get it together and go to graduate school?" No answer. "It's July and you still have not found a summer job, what's up?" No answer. Two friends encouraged me to come along with them on a road trip. "California? You are going to California? What are you going to do out in California?" No answer. (We thought some sort of revolutionary sparks survived on the West Coast, but it was vague notion.) I had $80, an overnight bag, no driver's license and no answers.
It did not take long to get inspired. The tapestry of the West Virginia hills inspired me to try to learn America as land. I went to the southern tip of the West, Coronado Island, California, blonds, bikes, tennis, the Navy. I wondered if how I felt in Coronado -- anxious -- was how White people felt in the upper reaches of Harlem or the Bronx. I then went up the coast to San Mateo County, a suburb of San Francisco and started taking acting classes. I was amazed. People were changing. This must be a metaphor for social change. (But acting is an illusion. People don't really change, they just act like they are changing.) It is the illusion of adjusting "persona." I studied everything that summer that happened before my eyes, as though it were a science. But acting isn't a science. It's a mystery.
What was the first stop on the mystery tour? It was a Shakespeare class with a teacher by the name of Juanita Pat Rice. For her, the language of Shakespeare required only allegiance to the words, no need to impose your inner life on the perfectly constructed words. This would come as a surprise to some students with an allegiance to psychological realism or the famous "method" taught in "regular" acting classes. This person would say: "Our other acting teacher said that what we are looking for is truth. And the truth is inside of us. There's a Hamlet in me and that's what I'm after." I watched Juanita carefully as she calmly returned to "Hamlet," quoting: "Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pronounc'd it to you, trippingly on the tongue." We were about to learn that Hamlet was in the words -- and in the subtle rhythms of the words. It was not in the interior life of the guy who asked the question -- no matter what metaphors he could come up with about his 22 years living in Chicago, Milwaukee, Idaho, Utah, wherever. Soon, Juanita was positing that irregularity in rhythm was the sign that things had gone awry in a character's life and in the world. If the normal rhythm of Shakespeare was iambic pentameter -- duh Duh duh DUH duh Duh duh DUH -- were to change, especially in the second beat -- so, duh DUH DUH duh -- if that second beat were to change, that'd be an indication that something was upside down. Her example was Lear's language at the very end, when he's lost everything, and Cordelia, his favorite child is dead:
It's the "never never never never never" that she emphasized. The normal rhythm was duh DUH and now we have DUH duh as in NE ver, which is called a trochee, a stressed syllable followed by an unstressed one. That is how the upside downness of Lear's life is captured and made evident by the bard.
Then there was Queen Margaret in "Richard III" -- a further provocation for my enduring interest in the connection of language to identity. Our assignment: "Take 14 lines of Shakespeare and say them over and over again until something happens." You can imagine students eyeing one another with their assessment -- the teacher was just not specific enough for their taste. The problem, I would soon learn, is there's nothing to be explicit about. Joy Carlin, another mentor, casually said one day something else that would resound for years: "There's nothing we can tell you exactly about the craft of acting; it's all couched in metaphors."
I did the exercise exactly as Juanita said. I said 14 lines of Queen Margaret, 14 lines I chose randomly, but 14 lines that happened to be a curse on Richard. I said the lines over and over for several hours. Now, I know that wasn't such a ridiculous thing to do. Why shouldn't I spend two hours or three or four saying 14 lines over and over? And something happened: I saw Queen Margaret right there in that basement apartment I had rented for the summer. I conjured her.
I had left Baltimore with $80, an overnight bag, and no answers. I left California for New York with a union card, and with -- not an answer -- but a question. How in the heck did Queen Margaret show up in my tiny San Francisco apartment -- or in my life at all? Having a question is different from having no answers. That's why the word "question" includes the syllable quest. As in a "quest" -- a search.

(Anthony Gerace for The Washington Post; photo by Universal History Archive/Universal Images Group/Getty Images) 


In New York, bussing tables. I found myself obsessed. How did I conjure Queen Margaret? I meet a linguist at a cocktail party. She's curious about what I do. I don't want to say I'm an actor because the next question is always, "What have I seen you in?" and she would not have seen me in anything. ... I tell her about Queen Margaret and about trochees in "King Lear" and how I had a feeling that real people might speak in irregular rhythms if they, like Lear, had faced loss or disruption. The linguist told me I was absolutely right and gave me three questions I could ask everyday people that would cause them to break out into trochees. The questions were: "Have you ever come close to death?" "Have you ever been accused of something that you did not do?" "Do you know the circumstances of your birth?"
I put together a workshop with 20 actors. I'd walk up to people on the streets of New York City and say, "I know an actor who looks like you. If you give me an hour of your time, I will invite you to see yourself performed." If they agreed, I'd talk to them about whatever they wanted to talk about: the lifeguard at the Y? Swimming lane practices in Japan. A hairdresser from a fancy salon? Narcissism and mirrors. I would then ask the questions the linguist gave me, one after the other. Lo and behold, the language would change and become idiosyncratic. These changes were like trochees in principle. I rented a loft in Tribeca and produced a two-nights-only production for a group of actors. The real people come parading in with friends, family, entourages to see themselves performed. I played only one role -- Julia from J.C. Penney, where I had a temp job. And the experiment worked! How did I know? Because everyone was happy. As I left the loft, Julia and her friends were waiting for me. Walking down Leonard Street, the friends squealed, "Julia, you were the star, girl! You were the star!!!" What if the characters become the stars of my work, rather than the actors. Oh!!! Oh!!!
On a trip home to Baltimore, I gave a semi-report on my experiments with language and performance. I did not expect anyone to get what I was doing. My mother, to her credit, had come to the first thing I ever directed and commented thoughtfully, "I think you are before your time." But my father, who'd never seen any of my work, not even a childhood piano recital, got the language experiment completely. He reminded me of something my grandfather had said, "If you say a word often enough it becomes you." My experience with Queen Margaret was halfway there -- I did not become her, but she did, after all, "come to me."
I couldn't afford a whole troupe of actors to do the kind of theater I was concocting. I decided that until I could, I would just play all the parts in one-woman shows. In fact, still with the West Virginia hills in my mind, I was inspired to try to become America word for word -- by repeating the words I heard and intentionally chasing that which is not me.
Maybe -- at least intellectually -- I could also close the gap between myself and the many others who were different from me. Different in a way that I became an "it," different in a way that fostered "I it" relationships rather than "I thou" relationships. I would enjoy the land and put myself in other people's words in the same way, metaphorically, we put ourselves into other people's shoes.

(Anthony Gerace for The Washington Post; photo by Corbis/Getty Images) 


Most of the Americans I meet believe in the promise that the country holds, though in different ways. Just because a promise is not kept does not mean a person stops believing in the promise. Some people are able to proceed with a belief in the American Dream: "You can make it if you try." Others gave up on that nonsense long ago. Even resistance is part of the promise. Resistance is not always resistance to the promise. Resistance is sometimes resistance to the idea that you do not deserve the promise to be fulfilled. If you give up on the promise completely, you enter the stage of despair.
In 1850, Salmon P. Chase, abolitionist lawyer, defender of runaway slaves, Abraham Lincoln's treasury secretary and, eventually, Supreme Court chief justice, wrote to Frederick Douglass asking about colonization of Blacks:
Douglass responded with a long letter. Here are some excerpts:
Hospitality. The word brings to mind this from philosopher Immanuel Kant:

((c) Jack Whitten Estate. Courtesy the Estate and Hauser & Wirth; photo by John Berens) 


This is Jack Whitten's painting, "Atopolis."
The full title is "Atopolis, for Edouard Glissant." I was fortunate to be sent a handwritten description from the artist about the painting.
Whitten's notion of sense of place and therefore what it implied about belongingness, made a lot of sense to me. As did this idea from Glissant:
I have been chasing that which is not me -- not to run away from myself, or even to run from Baltimore, but to discover something within. After all, it was a trip to Baltimore, sitting at the table with my father, that I was reminded of three keys in my search for American Character: Shakespeare; a random linguist suggestion; and my paternal grandfather's observation -- if you say a word often enough it becomes you.
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The Post's choices in Northern Virginia's U.S. House primaries
The primaries are June 18 to replace two Democratic congresswomen who aren't running for reelection.
By Editorial Board | 2024-05-15

Del. Dan Helmer (Fairfax) chats with voters last month during a Loudoun County Democratic Committee forum in Leesburg. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post) 


Two Democratic congresswomen in Virginia who defeated Republican incumbents in 2018 have opted not to seek reelection this year: Rep. Jennifer Wexton of the 10th Congressional District suffers from a rare neurological disorder; Rep. Abigail Spanberger of the 7th District is running for governor in 2025. Nineteen Democrats are vying to succeed them in the state's June 18 primaries. Ten Republican contenders are also running for their party's nominations that day.
In the 10th District, which is anchored in Loudoun County and stretches into Prince William, Fauquier, Fairfax and Rappahannock counties, the leading Democrats all tout progressive legislation they helped pass during unified Democratic control of Richmond in 2020 and 2021. The most impressive in the talented field is Del. Dan Helmer (Fairfax), grandson of Holocaust survivors, a West Pointer, Rhodes scholar and U.S. Army veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan. Mr. Helmer last year chaired the Virginia Democratic caucus's campaign committee, which turned the House of Delegates blue, yet has never accepted corporate donations. After winning his seat from a GOP incumbent in 2019, Mr. Helmer championed gun-safety legislation: helping formulate a red-flag law, expanding background checks and pushing an assault weapons ban. Years before it became a front-and-center political issue, Mr. Helmer was fighting to force insurance companies to cover in vitro fertilization as an essential health benefit. He sponsored a 2022 bill that requires Virginia hospitals to publish standard prices for items and services online. And he wrote legislation that expanded food stamps to more than 25,000 families.
Ms. Wexton has endorsed state Sen. Suhas Subramanyam (Loudoun), the steady but low-key son of Indian immigrants who worked as a junior staffer in the House, Senate and Obama White House. Former state House speaker Eileen Filler-Corn, the first woman to hold that job, has the backing of former governor Ralph Northam -- whose agenda she shepherded through the General Assembly -- and Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.), her law school professor. But 25 of 48 House Democrats voted to oust her as their leader in 2022. Three other excellent legislators are struggling to raise the resources necessary to break through: state Sen. Jennifer B. Boysko (Fairfax), Del. David A. Reid (Loudoun) and Del. Michelle Lopes Maldonado (Prince William).
The best bet for Republicans is Alex Isaac, a defense contractor and retired Army lieutenant colonel. He decries the "bullhorns" in both parties, evinces humility and shies away from divisive cultural fights some of his opponents relish. He strongly supports U.S. help for Ukraine, believes abortion should be left to the states and -- unlike too many in his party -- acknowledges that Joe Biden won the 2020 election. A native of Michigan, he's the son of immigrants: a Palestinian mother and Assyrian father. This background, and fluency in Arabic, helped him as an intelligence officer in Iraq and might appeal to conservative immigrant communities who haven't traditionally voted Republican.
The 7th District is more sprawling and politically competitive; Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) carried it by five points in 2021, but Ms. Spanberger defeated Republican Yesli Vega by five points in 2022. Democrats seeking their party's nod include a number of well-qualified choices, among whom Del. Briana D. Sewell (Prince William) is particularly promising. Even more impressive, though, is our choice: Yevgeny "Eugene" Vindman, a retired Army colonel who played a supporting role in the first impeachment of President Donald Trump as an ethics lawyer on the National Security Council. Mr. Vindman's twin brother, Alexander, informed him in July 2019 after hearing Mr. Trump try to pressure the Ukrainian president to announce an investigation of Mr. Biden. The Defense Department's inspector general concluded that Eugene Vindman was probably retaliated against for bringing his brother's concerns to his supervisor. In addition to his national security expertise and passion for the cause of Ukraine, where he emigrated from as a child in 1979, Mr. Vindman is eager to join the Oversight Committee -- potentially a pivotal position should Mr. Trump win again.
The strongest Republican is former Army Green Beret Derrick Anderson. After earning a law degree in 2019, he clerked for two federal judges and became an associate at Williams & Connolly. The Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan prompted him to run for this seat two years ago, but he lost the GOP primary. He's now trying again, with strong backing from national Republicans. Mr. Anderson supports helping Ukraine and considers abortion "a states' rights issue." This favorably distinguishes him from his main opponent, Cameron Hamilton, an affable former Navy SEAL, who says he would join the far-right Freedom Caucus if elected, opposes additional aid to Ukraine and espouses strongly anti-choice views on abortion.
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Is Biden a hypocrite on abortion? Or just a very American Catholic?
Plus, the Columbia Board of Trustees on the Post's coverage. And, in defense of Jerry Seinfeld.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-05-15

A voter fills out their ballot on April 2, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Regarding Kathleen Parker's May 6 op-ed, "Joe Biden, gladiator for a cause he dare not name":
President Biden's course change on abortion is hardly a new topic -- and he is hardly alone in adopting new positions over time. People change their minds when presented with facts and real-life situations that override religious dogma. In criticizing the president for what she perceives to be a contradiction between his faith and his support for abortion access, Ms. Parker failed to acknowledge that 6 in 10 American Catholics say abortion should be legal in most or all cases. It stands to reason that some of those folks changed their minds, too.
It's not just abortion Americans are changing their minds about. The award-winning book "Secular Surge" by Notre Dame professors David Campbell and Geoffrey Layman confirms that the United States  is becoming less religious overall. Mr. Campbell said that while the core of the Republican Party is made up of an extremely religious base of White evangelicals and other White religious people, "That's a shrinking part of the population, so they might be able to win in the short term, but they won't be able to win in the long term, if that's the limit of their appeal."
And no one party has a monopoly on politicians who have altered their positions on abortion over time or on voters who are willing to tolerate those shifts. It seems many Republicans do not mind throwing their support behind a candidate who once labeled himself pro-choice but, apparently, changed his mind. Perhaps Donald Trump's conversion on the subject was catalyzed by reading what he says is his favorite book -- the Bible -- and interpreting certain passages as antiabortion. Or perhaps it was mere expedience. At least in his specific case, religious-right Republicans have made peace with his ideological switcheroo because it aligns with their beliefs.
If Ms. Parker is implying that Mr. Biden is simply giving lip service to please his base at the expense of his soul, I would urge her to examine whether Mr. Trump seems motivated by conscience or calculation.
Colleen Sharkey, Chicago
In her recent column, Kathleen Parker seemed confused about what's really going on in the debate about abortion. It has very little to do with the morality of the issue, as she suggested. It's politics, plain and simple. That's why you see so many Republicans now backtracking furiously on when they would allow an abortion to occur: The majority of Americans favor some access to the procedure. Donald Trump wants to claim credit for overturning Roe v. Wade but not too much credit. The truth is that it's an issue about power. Telling women what they can and can't do with their bodies has always appealed to certain insecure, and often powerful, men. What's sad is that so many women go along with them. We all know that if men could become pregnant, abortion would be legal.
Christine Lawrence, Bethesda
While Kathleen Parker seems very concerned with whether President Biden's faith and politics are perfectly consistent, all my Catholic friends describe themselves as "cafeteria Catholics" who pick and choose what in Catholicism to believe. And a very high percentage of Catholics use birth control against church prohibitions. My spouse used to walk patients into abortion clinics. She said it was not an uncommon experience to see women who had been protesting abortions enter the clinic for care, only to return to protesting.  Abortion for me but not for thee? Ms. Parker also fails to address the real issue here, which is: Does the government or the woman and her doctor decide what happens with that woman's body? The very idea that the government should have that control is ludicrous.
Anne Johnson, Brownsburg, Ind.
We do not recognize the version of events and decision-making at Columbia University depicted in the May 12 front-page article "'Bunker mentality' at Columbia lit protest spark." One of the principal reasons we hired Minouche Shafik as president is because a hallmark of her leadership style, in every organization she has run, is collaborative decision-making. She consults, she listens and she shares responsibility. Her leadership style at Columbia has been just that. She relies on a council of deans, a university leadership team and her board, all of which are consulted regularly and were consulted throughout this crisis. We have witnessed this over and over.
No organization of our size runs based upon the agreement of every member, but Ms. Shafik listened and consulted broadly in recent weeks, holding multiple meetings with trustees, deans, faculty and students and made tough decisions based on that consensus. Leadership in a crisis is a burden, and it's one she has borne with great wisdom and moral clarity. She is trying to navigate a path that is in the best interests of the institution and all those who love it. It is disappointing, but perhaps not surprising, that in a time of crisis, the voices of critics tend to be the loudest. The board supports her leadership and feels she is the best leader for Columbia.
Claire Shipman and David Greenwald, New York
The writers are co-chairs of Columbia University's board of trustees.
The Post reported Columbia University's website says the struggle against "'racism,' among other causes," was the principal driver behind the takeover of Columbia's Hamilton Hall in 1968. Many, including me, who lived on campus during the takeover would put opposition to the Vietnam War and the end of their student deferments at the top of the list.
Columbia's plan to build a campus gym with inferior access for the surrounding neighborhood was a catalyst for the initial takeover. The protesters' violent tactics did, moreover, mirror contemporaneous rioting by some members of the Black community who had become convinced that their profound grievances could not be addressed through normal political channels.
Still, the protest was led by an overwhelmingly White group of students convinced that ordinary politics was useless against an (also White) military-industrial complex. They charged that complex with perpetuating the Vietnam War and draft. That the war was being fought mostly by lower-income White and Black draftees was a subsidiary element.
To be sure, the ferocity of the violence also reflected the deeper countercultural trends of the era. But none of this violence should be glamorized. Its unintended consequences promoted the election of Richard M. Nixon and the emergence of the Southern Strategy; the notion that the government is the problem, never the solution; and the destruction of centrist politics. And how will today's disturbances make life better for the residents of Gaza?
Mark S. Kahan, Washington
Like Brian Broome, author of the May 8 op-ed "Jerry Seinfeld's last laugh bombs," I, too, am rapidly "hurtling toward oblivion." Alas, I fear I'm far further along and hurtling much more rapidly than he: Unlike Mr. Broome, I love Jerry Seinfeld.
The show that Mr. Seinfeld and Larry David created is without doubt one of the best sitcoms ever to air. The Writers Guild of America voted "Seinfeld" the second-best written show of all time. ("The Sopranos" was first.) Why do I love "Seinfeld" so much while Mr. Broome has "never found Jerry Seinfeld funny"? The short answer is: I don't know. Neither, I suspect, does anyone else. The nature of comedy is so elusive. When I was growing up, lots of my friends thought the Three Stooges were a riot. It pained me to watch, and so I rarely did. But I didn't begrudge those who loved it.
Yes, you can find some jokes in "Seinfeld" that haven't aged well, as Mr. Broome did. But belittling a show (and the person who co-created and co-starred in it) that critics far and wide thought outstanding does a disservice to both the genius of "Seinfeld" and to Mr. Broome, whose writing for The Post I generally admire. No soup for you, Mr. Broome. No soup for you.
Ed Rader, Alexandria
Brian Broome makes some good points about Jerry Seinfeld, but I do not agree with what seems to be Mr. Broome's conclusion that Mr. Seinfeld should be marked up as a wholesale loss. My sense of humor was cut on "The Golden Girls," "The Cosby Show" and "The Mary Tyler Moore Show." "Seinfeld" was not in my focus when it aired. I came to his work only this year when I landed on "Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee," Mr. Seinfeld's interview series, which helped me get to know a lot of comedians more deeply (not to mention giving me a look at some mouthwatering vintage cars). I came to like Mr. Seinfeld enough to try his self-titled show.
Like Mr. Broome, I was quickly bored by its lack of humor and pointless jokes, but I didn't give up. I discovered Seinfeld's stand-up routines, "Jerry Before Seinfeld" (now my go-to for laughs) and "23 Hours to Kill." Other than comedian Trevor Noah, I challenge anyone to find more hilarious, discerning observational humor, though I could do without the histrionics.
Mr. Seinfeld has accumulated decades of yellow pad notes with ideas for comedic bits that could keep us laughing for decades, and I hope he sticks to stand-up comedy. He is a standout.
Barbara Elisse Najar, Potomac
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How Alsobrooks's message beat Trone's money in Maryland
The differences between the two candidates were more of emphasis than of ideology.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-05-15

Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks celebrates her victory during her election night party at Martins Crosswinds in Greenbelt on Tuesday. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


In politics, money talks.
But here's the good news: Voters don't always listen to it, as was evidenced by a stunning upset victory Tuesday night in Maryland's Democratic Senate primary.
Prince George's County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks won the nomination over three-term Rep. David Trone, who outspent her nearly 10 to 1. Trone, who founded the national chain Total Wine & More, put more than $61 million of his own money into the race -- setting a new national record as he essentially tried to buy the U.S. Senate seat being vacated with the retirement of Ben Cardin.
In an interview the morning after her victory, Alsobrooks told me that she didn't begin feeling the momentum in the race swinging her direction until the final few weeks, when hundreds of people started showing up at her campaign events. "We had capacity crowds, no kidding, everywhere that we went. The energy was just electric," she said. "It was beginning to feel different. I think people started leaning into the race."
For months, the polls had shown Alsobrooks trailing. She was little known throughout the state, despite the fact she had the backing of leading figures in the state's Democratic establishment, including Sen. Chris Van Hollen, Gov. Wes Moore and Rep. Steny H. Hoyer, the former majority leader of the House and dean of the Maryland delegation.
Those early polls probably weren't wrong, given that the airwaves were bombarded by Trone as Alsobrooks -- amid much second-guessing among her anxious supporters -- held back on campaign spending until she felt she could afford to go up with her own ads and stay there.
In addition to running on her record as a former prosecutor and the chief executive of Prince George's County, Alsobrooks has the potential to make history as the first Black senator in a state where one-third of eligible voters are Black. She would also be only the fourth Black woman to sit in the Senate from any state.
The differences between the two candidates were more of emphasis than of ideology. Trone campaigned on criminal justice, battling the opioid crisis and mental health. He also won several coveted labor endorsements, including from the state's largest teachers union.
Alsobrooks talked more about issues such as health care, infrastructure and economic development. She also spoke frequently of her "lived experience" as a Black woman and a mother, saying: "I am fully aware that stories like mine don't usually make it to the U.S. Senate."
If this were a normal election year in deep-blue Maryland, winning the Democratic primary would probably mean breezing to victory in November. But 2024 is not so predictable, given that the Republican nominee will be popular former governor Larry Hogan, a moderate who left office last year with a gravity-defying 73 percent approval rating. With Democrats now controlling the Senate by a mere one-seat margin, the outcome in Maryland could determine which party holds a majority next January.
Then again, as Hoyer points out, Hogan "is carrying a million-pound weight on his shoulder" with Donald Trump at the top of the GOP ticket. In 2020, Democrat Joe Biden beat the then-president by more than 33 points in Maryland.
Hogan will no doubt campaign by pointing out his differences with the MAGA wing of his party and promising -- as he did at his victory party Tuesday night -- that he will not be "just another Republican on Capitol Hill." He also vows he will not vote for any measure that restricts abortion.
But Democrats, Hoyer said, intend to "make it very clear: He's a Republican. He's not a pretend Republican. ... He's going to be a real Republican in the Senate, and he will vote with the Republicans."
More than a few believed that a candidate with Trone's financial resources would have an easier time beating Hogan, but I think Democrats picked the stronger candidate, and the one who will offer a greater contrast. Still, the only thing that is certain is this will be a Senate race the whole country will be watching.
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Gen Z is literally dying! Don't worry about it.
Plus: Israel's endgame, or lack thereof. America's anti-immigrant history. Reviving downtowns.
By Drew Goins | 2024-05-15
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(The Washington Post; iStock) 


I'm laughing! ? I'm crying! ? I'm literally dying! ?
What's next, young people? Will you be so tickled by a TikTok that you'll text your friends you're ascending to paradise to howl with the heavenly host? ??[?]??
In an op-ed on Gen Z's unique usage of slang, internet linguist Adam Aleksic says not to be surprised if the generation's youths soon start messaging about actually rapturous laughter. It's all part of the process known as semantic bleaching -- by which, Aleksic writes, "the more we use a charged word, the more its original meaning is diluted until it's lost altogether and needs to be replaced."
It's an old phenomenon. Semantic bleaching is what befell, for example, the word "very," which used to mean "truthfully" but after oversaturation came to mean, well, "very." Thanks to the high speed of the internet, emoji slang for laughter is just losing its bite far more quickly. Bet.
One way to know that the archaic (ca. 2013) "YOLO" -- as in "you only live once" -- is well and truly dead as slang is to see it crop up in Heather Long's latest column in the form of "the YOLO economy." But even if the term is obsolete, the mentality behind it is helping to bring downtowns back into the conversation.
Americans are still loath to go back to urban cores during the workday, but Heather reports that after-hours activities are booming in a lot of cities as "Americans are spending eagerly on concerts, vacations, wellness days and other splurges."
A lot of those YOLO-y endeavors are already in downtowns. If cities want to sustain their nascent recovery, Heather writes, they should lean into offering even more. Otherwise, they'll just keep on liiiiiiiiterally dying -- and not in the fun way!
Chaser: George Will is following a TikTok dance that's been trending for too long: the government's stomping all over the site in the name of national security.
Tackling the history of anti-immigrant sentiment in the United States is difficult because, unfortunately, it is a rather long history. Eduardo Porter, however, does so adroitly in an essay that takes us from the 19th-century Chinese Exclusion Act up to the immigration fights of today; Youyou Zhou's data visualizations mean that it's beautifully done, too.
The story of American xenophobia might feel familiar, but there are still surprises in Eduardo's analysis, including his observation of the sly way post-civil-rights-era leaders tried to preserve a predominantly European bloodstream even as they championed eliminating discrimination.
There's also a forbidding pattern that Eduardo notes: Throughout history, restrictive immigration laws have come around shortly after the U.S. foreign-born population tops 15 percent; the country once again hit that threshold about two years ago.
As reactionary politicians (particularly former president Donald Trump) hawk harsh policies, Eduardo reminds the country that one thing is just as true now as it's been for nearly a century and a half: "There is no way America can reconcile the sentiments embodied by the Statue of Liberty -- 'Give me your tired, your poor,' etc. -- with its deep-seated fear that immigrants will reshape its ethnic makeup, its identity and the balance of political power."
Chaser: John Danforth, William Cohen and Alan Simpson -- three former GOP senators -- don't want to vote for Trump. They don't want to vote for President Biden, either. So what's a "traditional Republican" to do?
To ask what Israel's endgame is in the war in Gaza suggests it has one. Gene Robinson writes that, at least until now, the country's strategy, such as it is, has been "shortsighted and senseless," ultimately "lunacy."
What good will an all-out assault on the Palestinian refuge of Rafah do? Will it bring hostages home? Will it lessen civilian suffering? Gene asks, "How is any of this making Israel more secure?"
David Ignatius finally sees some signs for hope in the statements of Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, who is, in fact, focused on "the day after" in Gaza. David and the Biden administration alike favor Gallant's vision for postwar Palestinian security, but it will be tricky to pull off.
The first big roadblock? Gallant's own prime minister.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Every good chef knows
A melting pot, once lidded
Only boils faster
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Cartoon by Mira Scharf
Mira Scharf cartoon on Sen. Bob Menendez.
By Mira Scharf | 2024-05-15

(Mira Scharf)
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A significant new debate is beginning in Israel
U.S. officials see the Israeli defense minister as the key problem-solver for ending the war in Gaza.
By David Ignatius | 2024-05-16

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant talks on May 1 with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the Kerem Shalom border crossing with Gaza in southern Israel. (Evelyn Hockstein/AFP/Getty Images)


It's time for Israel to begin building a Palestinian security force in Gaza that can provide stability there after the political power of Hamas is broken, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said in a blunt briefing this week.
"The idea is simple," Gallant told me. "We will not allow Hamas to control Gaza. We don't want Israel to control it, either. What is the solution? Local Palestinian actors backed by international actors."
Gallant's frank comments mark a turn in the Israeli government's debate about governance and security issues in Gaza, known by the shorthand phrase "the day after." His views are widely shared by the defense and security establishment but opposed by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his right-wing coalition.
The defense minister presented these arguments to the Israeli public in a speech Wednesday, following our embargoed briefing Tuesday. This open, public campaign for a new approach to postwar Gaza that includes Palestinian security forces could split the Likud party, of which Gallant and Netanyahu are both members, and increase what has been growing talk in Israel and the United States that Gallant could be a future prime minister. Gallant said in his speech: "I call on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to make a decision" and support "a governing alternative to Hamas in the Gaza Strip." He said that "indecision is, in essence, a decision -- this leads to a dangerous course."
Gallant's approach aligns with that of the Biden administration, which has been urging Netanyahu for months to start building Palestinian forces that can eventually take over security responsibility in Gaza. National security adviser Jake Sullivan explained the administration's view in a meeting with reporters Monday. "Any military operation ... has got to be connected to a strategic endgame that answers the question: What comes next?" Sullivan said. "We want an outcome in which the page gets turned."
Biden administration officials say Gallant has taken a larger role in U.S.-Israeli dialogue in recent months, as relations have soured between Netanyahu and President Biden. One U.S. official described Gallant as an "indispensable" problem-solver in the increasingly tense debate about how to end the war in Gaza.
Though the most visible part of the U.S.-Israel dispute has been over a possible Rafah invasion, the larger issue is how to finish military operations and stabilize Gaza. Administration officials argue that an all-out attack on Rafah now, without robust plans for humanitarian assistance for civilians, would cause more problems for Israel than it would solve. Netanyahu has countered that Israel can end the war quickly by destroying the four remaining Hamas battalions in the city.
Gallant didn't discuss Rafah in an any detail. But he said he had been exploring with Biden administration officials how to conduct any operation there in a way that doesn't worsen the humanitarian crisis.
To underline its opposition to a heavy assault on Rafah, the Pentagon this month halted a shipment of 2,000-pound bombs that was being loaded on a ship for delivery to Israel. Israelis say their government wasn't informed in advance, and an Israeli source leaked some details to the media there. The flap accelerated, with sharp public statements from Biden and Netanyahu. Both sides now appear to be working to mend fences.
Gallant's comments to me about future governance in Gaza followed a series of similar statements he has made in Israel. He told me he warned the cabinet on Oct. 26, as Israel was launching its ground invasion of Gaza, that "we have to make sure we have a replacement for Hamas, and we should do it step by step." He said he broadened this "day after" argument in December, when he advised the cabinet, "You have to make sure you have an initiative that is positive and creative and that builds something that will create security."
In January, Gallant released a public plan that stated his central point: "Gaza residents are Palestinian, therefore Palestinian bodies will be in charge, with the condition that there will be no hostile actions or threats against Israel." He proposed a multinational task force to help stabilize Gaza including U.S., European and Arab partners, with Egypt playing a special role as a "major actor."
Gallant didn't say so, but defense officials recognize that any new Gaza security force will have some links with the Palestinian Authority in Ramallah. As one senior Israeli defense official put it: "In Gaza, the color of the flag is either Hamas or the PA. There is no other option. We will have to build local forces, but they will look to Ramallah." Israelis who take this pragmatic view share the American demand for a "revitalized" Palestinian Authority that is less corrupt and more efficient.
The Shin Bet, Israel's internal security agency, is already assessing possible recruits for a Gaza security force from the more than 8,000 people there who are linked to the Palestinian Authority, Israeli and American officials told me. In going through the names, Israelis are asking "how many are too Hamas, too old or too dead," one official explained.
Gallant said of his proposal to rely on Palestinians for basic postwar security: "This is not a perfect solution. I have been fighting Palestinian [terrorism] since 1976. I know the risks. But the other option is to have Israel or Hamas controlling Gaza," which are both unacceptable, he said.
The bottom line is that "any military action has to end in a political solution," Gallant told me. What I took away from the conversation is that significant new debate is beginning in Israel -- and with its partner, the United States -- not just about ending the war in Gaza but also creating stable Palestinian governance there after it's over.
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Cartoon by Nick Anderson
Nick Anderson cartoon on Donald Trump and Michael Cohen.
By Nick Anderson | 2024-05-15

(Nick Anderson)
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Will Trump be held accountable -- in the courts and the news?
I answer your questions, look at a circuit court opinion and highlight effective journalism.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-05-15

Former president Donald Trump at a rally in Wildwood Beach, N.J., on May 11. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
This week, I answer your questions, look at a circuit court opinion and call attention to an instance of particularly effective journalism.
A reader asks: If former president Donald Trump is convicted in the New York business records fraud case, will this have any impact on the so-called swing vote?
Answer: That's the $64,000 question. If you believe polls, a recent ABC News-Ipsos poll found even 20 percent of Trump voters might reconsider their support or withdraw it entirely if he were convicted. It would certainly put Republicans on defense or maybe spur calls for a replacement.
A reader asks: If the New York trial ends with a hung jury, would the prosecutors proceed with a second trial, or would they just drop it? If there is going to be a second trial after a hung jury, would it occur before November?
Answer: If it is something like 11-1 in favor of conviction, the district attorney almost certainly would try again. If so, the trial could well begin before the election, although the district attorney would likely wait if the Supreme Court allows the case regarding Jan. 6, 2021, to move forward after the court's immunity ruling this summer.
A reader asks: I think it's very unlikely that Trump testifies in his own defense, but if he did, I'm sure the prosecutors would take their time. To simplify it for the jury, what are the three most important questions they should ask him?
Answer: Since he -- unbelievably -- continues to deny the encounter with Stormy Daniels, I would ask him if he still does. I would also ask about the matters Justice Juan Merchan says are permissible to raise on cross-examination (e.g., the E. Jean Carroll verdicts, the civil fraud trial).
A reader asks: Americans love free enterprise, but the trend toward mergers and acquisitions stifles competition. Can the president set policies that discourage mergers of huge corporations (e.g., grocery chains) and stock buybacks, and can the public be convinced that this would be in their best interests?
Answer: President Biden has done that already -- reviving the antitrust division of the Justice Department, challenging a number of mergers (e.g., Spirit and Jet Blue) and setting up a strike force to go after price-gouging and eliminate junk fees. He has also put out a proposal for a 4 percent tax on stock buybacks and an increase in the corporate tax to 28 percent. Your question suggests he needs to do more to tout these items.
A reader asks: Mass deportation of millions of immigrants would have a devastating effect on the agricultural, meat packing, food service and hospitality industries to name a few. I am not an economist, but wouldn't the effect spread to other areas of the economy and cause chaos in border states and rural states? Yet, I do not read about industry leaders being alarmed or stating their opposition to such a policy. The uncertainty of the impact could also affect the stock market and threaten the savings of millions of Americans.
Answer: Yes! We'd be shrinking our workforce, downsizing our economy and reducing our national wealth. In fact, we have a labor shortage right now that limits growth. In addition, deporting millions would plunge millions of families into poverty, destroy jobs for native-born Americans and reduce the nation's gross domestic product. It would also aggravate our debt and financing for entitlement programs.
A reader asks: Thanks for your ongoing Q&A series. Since a Trump victory would also be a victory for Russian President Vladimir Putin, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and other despots, how concerned should we be about the possibility of overseas money shaping the campaign? With the GOP increasing its reliance on "outside groups that can raise and spend money from wealthy donors without limit," doesn't this invite anti-democratic regimes to weigh in and try steering voters toward Trump? (Forgive me if I don't trust the desperate election-denying GOP to diligently refuse foreign contributions.)
Answer: We should be very concerned. Couple that with the lack of transparency for political ads on social media platforms, Truth Social (whereby foreign actors can use stock purchases to ingratiate themselves with Trump), and his and his son-in-law Jared Kushner's ongoing businesses, and you have a recipe for foreign interference on a scale we have never experienced. Look at his flip-flop on TikTok, widely suspected to be linked to his billionaire friends' interests in the Chinese-owned company. Given how Trump made money off foreign actors last time around, we should assume he will do so again.
On Saturday, Trump held a rally in New Jersey. (Odd location, given it is not a state in play, right? One wonders why he does not travel well far from home.) Many outlets, including The Post, reported on his obscenities and insults directed toward Biden, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg (D) and Justice Merchan. Fewer adequately portrayed the full picture of his derangement.
The Daily Beast did the best job competently conveying at least part of Trump's insane babbling. "Thousands Turn Out to Hear Trump Rant About Whales and Hannibal Lecter." That's the essence of the biggest underreported story of the election: Republicans are nominating a mental and emotional basket case. "Careening from tangent to tangent, Trump went from praising 'the late great Hannibal Lecter' to falsely claiming offshore windmills are slaughtering whales," the piece recounted. To their credit, the New York Times also quoted Trump's incoherent, run-on musings to help convey how disturbing (and disturbed!) his appearances have become.
However, most outlets still refuse to provide a complete portrait of Trump's unhinged appearances. What about his babbling about eating a hot dog or his garbled words and slurred speech? From most reports, you'd never know he threatened to deport college protesters, lied by saying Democrats want to allow "executing the baby after birth" and repeated his claims he would not protect "delinquent" NATO countries. He sounds, frankly, off his rocker.
The topic of Trump's emotional and mental health should not be ignored. When responsible media outlets do not consult experts on the topic, display portions of his blather to illustrate his incoherence or put his abnormal conduct in context, they wind up normalizing him. That amounts to an in-kind donation.
A prime example of horse-race coverage came from the Wall Street Journal: "House Democrats' Surprise Campaign Play: Embracing Border Security." Really? Democrats in the House and Senate championed a tough border security measure. Talking about it is no "play"; it's their actual policy.
The article continues: "The efforts show Democrats are trying to flip the script on an issue that has long bedeviled them politically." The "script" is not the issue. They tried to pass a bill. Republicans blocked it. Is the relevant issue really some nefarious Democratic campaign gambit? A compelling and accurate account would examine the ramifications of MAGA Republicans effort to sink crucial legislation to please Trump.
Trump crony Stephen K. Bannon did not respond to a Jan. 6 select committee subpoena. He was convicted in 2022 after a five-day trial for contempt of Congress and sentenced to four months in jail. He appealed.
In a stern, unanimous ruling last week, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit wrote that Bannon insisted the conviction requires "bad faith and argues that his noncompliance does not qualify because his lawyer advised him not to respond to the subpoena." The court harshly rejected his argument, finding that previous cases had determined "this exact 'advice of counsel' defense is no defense at all."
The court explained:
Addressing Trump's argument that the former president's lawyer told him not to testify, the court bluntly stated that was "the opposite of what Bannon asserted."
The decision reinforces the principle that no one can totally ignore a valid subpoena. Future subpoenaed witnesses should pay heed.
Next week, I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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        GOP primary battle turns Va.'s 5th District into a political Tilt-a-Whirl
        Laura Vozzella

        Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.) and Del. John McGuire (R-Goochland) are denouncing each other as RINOs -- Republicans in name only.

      

      
        DCPS chancellor slams Mendelson plan to shift central office funds to schools
        Lauren Lumpkin

        The chancellor of D.C. Public Schools has fired back against a council proposal to send $25.4 million from the central office budget to individual schools.

      

      
        Three people shot, one fatally, in Southeast, D.C. police say
        Martin Weil

        The most seriously wounded victim, a man, was unconscious and "barely breathing" after the shooting, said police spokesman Tom Lynch.

      

      
        She left the CIA in frustration. Now her spy novel is racking up awards.
        Kyle Swenson

        I.S. Berry scored rave reviews and awards for her literary debut, "The Peacock and the Sparrow," a novel mined from her time at the CIA.

      

      
        Poll finds growing public concern over safety in D.C. despite drop in crime
        Emily Davies, Scott Clement

        Fewer than 1 in 4 District residents feel safe in their neighborhoods, down from 29 percent last year, according to a Washington Post-Schar School poll

      

      
        D.C.-area forecast: Warmth and a little sun break through before a showery weekend
        David Streit

        Highs reach the pleasant 70s the next two days; more than an inch of rain could fall this weekend.

      

      
        D.C. scrapped plan for Connecticut Ave. bike lane. Lawmakers want it back.
        Justin Wm. Moyer

        D.C. Council's transportation committee recommended including the bike lane in the city's budget and criticized the mayor's office for ditching the plan.

      

      
        House votes to block D.C. Council from changing sentencing laws
        Meagan Flynn

        The legislation would face more hurdles in the Democratic-controlled Senate, including the Senate filibuster, requiring 60 votes to advance.

      

      
        Larry Hogan has won statewide twice. But now everything is different.
        Paul Schwartzman, Erin Cox

        U.S. Senate hopeful Larry Hogan (R) has never faced a contest like this, which pits him against a Black woman backed by a national coalition eager to defeat him.

      

      
        Pr. George's officer suspended after putting wife in chokehold, police say
        Jasmine Hilton

        Cpl. Robert Harvin III was arrested and charged with second-degree assault and malicious destruction of property.

      

      
        PM Update: Warmer Thursday with minimal chance of rain
        Ian Livingston

        We'll see some clearing tonight. Sunshine should try to make more of an appearance tomorrow.

      

      
        U.S. needs to address risks after Baltimore bridge crash, officials tell Congress
        Katie Mettler, Michael Laris

        Seven weeks after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, leaders of federal agencies testified before Congress on investigative and safety efforts.

      

      
        Elfreth wins Democratic primary in Maryland's 3rd District
        Joe Heim, Katie Shepherd, Danny Nguyen

        In the Republican primary, Robert Steinberger led the field but the deep-blue district is considered solidly Democratic.

      

      
        Montana senator affirms opposition to RFK site bill during Senate hearing
        Sam Fortier

        Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) again called on the Commanders to reach a deal with the family of Walter "Blackie" Wetzel and members of the Blackfeet Tribe.

      

      
        Loudoun considers delayed-start days to give teachers training time
        Karina Elwood

        Loudoun County schools has proposed delaying the start of classes by two hours on 16 days next school year to help free up time to train on new teaching standards.

      

      
        GOP, Democratic favorites prevail in Maryland's 2nd Congressional District
        Joe Heim

        Baltimore County Executive John "Johnny O" Olszewski Jr. will face Kim Klacik, a conservative radio talk show host, for a U.S. House seat in the fall election.

      

      
        Whistleblower says DOT kept important truck safety info from the public
        Theresa Vargas

        Families who lost loved ones in crashes with large trucks and people with national organizations are now calling for an investigation

      

      
        See rare video of northern lights dancing over the Washington Monument
        Jason Samenow

        Even though clouds in the D.C. area mostly obscured the epic display of auroras, a short window opened up just before dawn Saturday when the clouds parted.
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GOP primary battle turns Va.'s 5th District into a political Tilt-a-Whirl
Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.) and Del. John McGuire (R-Goochland) are denouncing each other as RINOs -- Republicans in name only.
By Laura Vozzella | 2024-05-16

Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.), left, and Virginia Del. John McGuire (R-Goochland) are facing off for the GOP primary in the state's 5th District. (Bill O'Leary / Ryan M. Kelly/The Washington Post)


MINERAL, Va. -- Republican John McGuire took his upstart bid for Congress to a spring carnival here that mixed small-town charm with MAGA fervor, where children who mustered a bell-ringing whack in the strongman game went home with toy assault weapons.
Buttonholing voters on the midway in this red central Virginia town one recent Friday night, the Virginia state senator made a pro-Trump, anti-establishment pitch fit for an ordinary GOP primary fight, the kind with a moderate incumbent challenged from the right. But the Republican whom McGuire wants to oust in the June 18 primary is Rep. Bob Good, chairman of the hard-right House Freedom Caucus.
One of Washington's most unyielding Christian conservatives, Good unseated a fellow Republican four years ago who officiated a same-sex wedding. He helped topple one Republican House speaker for working with Democrats and has threatened to do the same to a second. More than most members of Congress, Good digs in on ultraconservative principles even if that pushes high-stakes negotiations beyond the brink.
"God forbid we shut down the very government that's destroying the country," Good wryly told about 50 supporters over lunch in Farmville last month.
Good wound up in McGuire's crosshairs for backing Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis for the White House a year ago over former president Donald Trump, now the party's presumptive nominee. McGuire, an unswerving Trump loyalist, says the endorsement was a betrayal. It also was an opportunity -- for McGuire, a serial congressional candidate, and for mainstream Republicans tired of Good gumming up the works in Washington.
Allies of ousted House speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) and moderate interest groups have poured more than $4 million into TV ads branding Good a "backstabber" and "MAGA traitor." The one outside group backing Good -- Protect Freedom PAC, associated with Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) -- has kicked in less than $400,000.
The odd spectacle of two ultraconservatives in a solidly red district denouncing each other as RINOs -- Republicans in name only -- has exposed fractures within the GOP's right-most wing and turned Virginia's 5th District into a disorienting political Tilt-a-Whirl.
"The whole thing's upside down," said pro-Trump radio host John Fredericks, who slammed Good's "politically insane bet" against the former president but also marveled that McGuire's backers are a "cabal of RINOs and Never Trumpers and McCarthy revengists."
"I think it's a little bit of a window into the Trump movement," said Bill Kristol, a conservative political commentator and Trump critic. "It's a powerful movement, but it has a lot of potential for fragmenting down the road."

McGuire chats with voters at the spring fair in Mineral, a small Louisa County town in the rural 5th Congressional District on May 3. (Laura Vozzella/The Washington Post)


McGuire, 55, was an early Trump supporter known for festooning his Ford pickup with Trump flags. He won election to the House of Delegates in 2017, a year after Trump won the White House. The former Navy SEAL attended Trump's Jan. 6, 2021, "Stop the Steal" rally in D.C. -- he says he did not storm the Capitol -- and later promoted a local showing of "2000 Mules," a discredited film that purports to show voter fraud in the 2020 presidential election.
Good, 58, is a former Citibank banker and athletic fundraiser at his alma mater, Liberty University, which was founded by the Rev. Jerry Falwell and transformed into a cultural and political powerhouse under the late televangelist's namesake son. In 2016, Jerry Falwell Jr. helped sway evangelicals skeptical of Trump with an early and crucial endorsement of the thrice-married casino developer.
Good often calls Trump "the greatest president of my lifetime." He voted against certifying the 2020 election, echoed the falsehood that fraud cost Trump that race, and rallied outside the Justice Department to demand answers about the treatment of Jan. 6 defendants. Still, he endorsed DeSantis in May 2023 before the governor even entered the race, backing Trump only after DeSantis dropped out eight months later.

Good speaks at a news conference about impeaching Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas in D.C. on Feb. 1. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Good's reasons for favoring DeSantis -- shared in what he thought was a private chat with a voter -- are not hard to understand for a former Baptist Sunday school teacher and self-described biblical conservative: DeSantis, he said, is more of a "true conservative" than Trump on some issues.
"I can give you example after example," Good said on a video of the chat that was secretly recorded in October and later turned into an attack ad against him. "Trump blamed pro-lifers for the [midterm] election loss back in November [2022]. Ron DeSantis passes the heartbeat bill in Florida and Trump is saying we need to back off on abortion. ... Trump [supported] red flag [laws] when he was president and Ron DeSantis has done concealed carry in Florida."
Good has acknowledged making the remarks but said the video was edited to eliminate his praise for Trump. He could try to make the case that he puts certain principles above allegiance to Trump, but it's not clear how that would play with primary voters, political analysts say.
"This is cult of personality stuff," said David Richards, chairman of the political science department at the University of Lynchburg. "It almost doesn't matter what position Bob Good takes -- whether he's far to the right or wants free college education. ... What matters is he slighted Trump, not that his political views are out of sync with the district."
Good's calculus on that seems to be the less said, the better. When reporters at the lunch asked about the endorsement, he said, "that's old news."
Among the Good supporters at the Farmville event was John Wiles, 60, a semiretired mechanic decked out in a T-shirt plastered with Trump's face and all-caps "NEVER SURRENDER!" Wiles described himself as "unabashedly ultra-MAGA" but said he had no beef with Good's DeSantis endorsement because he likes the governor, too.
Whether Trump and his team have moved on is not clear. In January, Trump campaign senior adviser Chris LaCivita lashed out at Good for the DeSantis endorsement, telling Cardinal News, "Bob Good won't be electable when we get done with him."
But LaCivita hasn't repeated the comment. "My focus is on electing Donald Trump the 47th president of the United States," LaCivita told CNN in late March when asked if he stood by the remark. LaCivita did not respond to requests for comment from The Washington Post.
At least so far, the former president has not endorsed in the race. Trump spokesman Steven Cheung declined to comment on any plans to do so. Political analysts say Trump's endorsement could be decisive. Fredericks, the radio host, is neutral for now but says that will change if Trump weighs in. "Whatever play he calls, I will run," he said.
Good was among several GOP House members who went to the courthouse in Lower Manhattan on Thursday, including Rep. Matt Gaetz (Fla.) and Rep. Lauren Boebert (Colo.), to show their support for Trump at his criminal hush money trial.
But McGuire one-upped him, in a way, traveling to the trial with Trump in his motorcade, said two people familiar with the entourage who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive situation.
The 5th District is rural, central Virginia territory that stretches from the Richmond exurbs to Lynchburg and the North Carolina line. Although three Democrats are running for their party's nod, the Republican primary winner is all but guaranteed to go to D.C. Good trounced a reasonably well-funded Democrat in the 2022 general election by 15 points. The nonpartisan Cook Political Report rates the district "solid Republican."
Political analysts say it's hard to figure which Republican has the edge. McGuire's outside money gives him a hefty financial advantage, while Good has the power of incumbency and a strong network on some local GOP committees.
Adding to the uncertainty: This is the first time Good is competing in a state-run primary, which is open to all voters because Virginia does not register by party affiliation. He twice won the nomination in party-run conventions.
Conventions -- potentially day-long affairs requiring multiple rounds of voting at a single location -- tend to attract only the most dedicated and most conservative voters. Critics said Good got a leg up in his first convention because voters from across the sprawling district had to travel to Lynchburg, a base of support for him because it is home to Liberty.
A state law that took effect in January all but outlaws conventions by requiring that all nomination contests accommodate voters who cannot be present, such as military personnel serving overseas.
"You've got to remember Good won his two nominations in convention settings. When he beat Denver [Riggleman], it was pretty strange or pretty favorable conditions," said Kyle Kondik, a political analyst for the University of Virginia's Center for Politics, referring to the Republican unseated in 2020. "Good has never had to appeal to the whole district's primary electorate."
Ken Cuccinelli II, who served Trump's administration as a senior homeland security official but later founded the pro-DeSantis Never Back Down super PAC, said it would be "insane" for grass-roots conservatives to toss out the rare Republican who has not turned into a "spineless jellyfish" in Washington.
"We finally have a guy in Bob Good who fights every fight he promised to fight -- including the very hardest of all, and that is challenging your own party's leadership in the House," he said.
Good is in jeopardy not just for crossing Trump, but for frustrating mainstream Republicans with what they see as obstructionism, said Erin Covey, a House analyst for the nonpartisan Cook Political Report.
"There are very few members in this position, where they've kind of made enemies on both sides of the Republican Party spectrum," Covey said. "That has made him particularly vulnerable."
Among those pitching in for McGuire is Defending Main Street, a super PAC that is funding $450,000 in advertising. The group typically supports "centrist Republicans" in "swing districts," according to its website, descriptions that fit neither McGuire nor the bright-red 5th District.
Hailing from the other end of the political spectrum is another McGuire ally, Rep. Derrick Van Orden (R-Wis.), who also happens to be a former Navy SEAL who attended the Jan. 6 rally and said he never entered the Capitol.
"We have to govern. If you demand getting your way 100 percent of the time, you're not governing," he said.
The lower-profile McGuire has drawn criticism, too, chiefly for his seemingly boundless ambition. In the six years he served in the House, McGuire mounted two other campaigns for Congress, then in the 7th District. He launched his bid in the 5th just days after winning a seat in the state Senate -- breaking a promise he made during the campaign not to challenge Good.
"My pledge to you is I'm running for Virginia state Senate and I'm going to support Bob Good for reelection," he said at a forum in Fluvanna County in January 2023, according to video first reported by the Daily Mail.
"He promised to be our senator. He lied to our faces," said Amelia County GOP Chairwoman Martha Muniz, one of about 50 Good supporters at the luncheon at Charley's Waterfront Cafe in Farmville. As a party official normally intent on staying above the fray, Muniz said she never picked sides in a nominating contest -- until now. "I broke my own rule to endorse Bob," she said.
Pilloried as "McLiar" on some official Good campaign signs, McGuire said he wasn't lying when he promised to support Good. He said Good -- by refusing to work well with others in Congress -- has "given me a reason to change my mind."
Riggleman is not a fan of either candidate, but he said he is warier of McGuire than the man who unseated him. A former Air Force intelligence officer who served as a staff adviser to the House select committee on the Jan. 6 insurrection, Riggleman calls McGuire "much more dangerous" when it comes to Trump's unfounded theories on election fraud.
"I call this the fealty election: It's whoever can belly crawl with the most aggression toward Donald Trump and Mar-a-Lago," he said. "I don't want to be a constituent to either one of them."
Josh Dawsey in Washington contributed to this report.
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DCPS chancellor slams Mendelson plan to shift central office funds to schools
The chancellor of D.C. Public Schools has fired back against a council proposal to send $25.4 million from the central office budget to individual schools.
By Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-05-16

D.C. Public Schools Chancellor Lewis D. Ferebee. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


The chancellor of D.C. Public Schools has fired back against a proposal that would move $25.4 million from the central office budget into individual schools -- a measure that would allow campuses to stave off cuts but that he says could threaten other programs, such as security and swim lessons for third-graders.
The proposal from D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) comes as the body pores over a budget plan released by Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), and marks the second year in a row that Mendelson has proposed shifting millions from central services to campuses. This year, however, the city's budget is tighter and the school district cannot use federal pandemic aid -- which expires in September -- to fill gaps.
The measure would restore 24 of about 63 teaching positions that would have been cut under the initial budget proposal. But it would eliminate two programs that Chancellor Lewis D. Ferebee had hoped to introduce next year: districtwide training for math teachers, and an alternative school for students with severe behavioral problems -- a focal point of a Bowser bill that targets truancy, school discipline and youth crime.
The move sets up yet another showdown between D.C.'s government and its traditional public school system over the best way to fund education for more than 50,000 students.
"I am deeply concerned that cutting these services at DCPS will not put students first but will make it more difficult for educators to do their jobs and for students to succeed," Ferebee wrote in a three-page letter to council members. "These cuts are shortsighted and will be felt for years to come."
Mendelson said the cuts to central -- which is responsible for services like human resources and curriculum development but also provides some school-based supports -- are necessary to bring the district into compliance with the law. Two years ago, the council mandated that individual campuses, with some exceptions, get at least as much money as they did the year prior.
"The council's made it clear for two years that it wants to see individual schools funded first," Mendelson said in an interview, referring to the budgeting law. "And so if the chancellor is going to continue to ignore that, then he's buying his own budget problems."
Ferebee has said there is not enough money to meet the spirit of the "schools first" law.
D.C. schools get their own budgets and can largely determine how to spend their money. But some services -- such as technology support, assistance for homeless youth and substitute teachers -- are funded centrally. The chancellor said Mendelson's proposal would decimate those programs, including one that provides after-school meals to children by more than $4 million, or 600,000 meals.
Ferebee added that the district is already planning to cut costs by eliminating 6 percent of centrally funded staff, or 88 vacant and filled positions. He wants the council to keep a proposed $2.4 million training program to improve math instruction and $1.6 million to create an alternative school for students who pose safety concerns -- such as bringing a gun to school -- and need more help than what can be provided in a normal school setting.
Mendelson said both plans are light on details and believes the money would be better used in individual schools.
The council committee that oversees D.C. schools noted in its recommendation that each year many campuses "suffer from underenrollment, budget instability, and poor academic achievement" and officials are "frustrated with the slow pace of growth for students."
The chairman said the public school system has enough flexibility in its budget to fund its priorities, but its central office is bloated.
Mendelson said Ferebee was "conflating what's going on in schools with central."
"If you have kids with more social-emotional needs, then you need more people in the schools to deal with social-emotional needs and that's what the fight's over," Mendelson said. "There's not enough money as long as you want central to be fat and happy."
The back-and-forth comes during a tough budget year. When he unveiled his budget in February, Ferebee said it would not comply with the city's two-year-old budget law. Both Ferebee and Bowser have fought that law from its inception, defending the budget model they continue to use because they say it is more equitable and sends the most cash to students with the highest needs.
At a news conference in April, Bowser told the Washington Informer that the law "flies in the face" of her duty as mayor who has the "sole responsibility of proposing a budget."
The council, however, passes the budget, "giving that body the ability to do what it wants with the DCPS budget," Bowser added.
As part of her proposal, the mayor asked the council to approve a 12 percent increase to the per-pupil funding formula, which would send an additional $181 million to traditional public schools. Still, the district is gearing up to eliminate 200 school positions next year, due to the sunsetting of millions in federal pandemic aid, rising costs due to inflation and other factors.
Mendelson's proposed budget revisions also includes $2.4 million for a citywide community schools program and $52 million to partially restore the Early Childhood Educator Pay Equity Fund, which provides salary stipends to day-care and preschool educators to put them on par with public school teachers. The chairman indicated in April that he would reject guidance from the city's chief financial officer to refill the its reserve fund to preserve the educator fund.
"This put the stake in the ground," Mendelson told council members this week. "We're not going to cut Pay Equity to replenish a reserve fund that does not need to be replenished, pursuant to the law."
The council will hold its first vote on the budget May 29.
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Three people shot, one fatally, in Southeast, D.C. police say
The most seriously wounded victim, a man, was unconscious and "barely breathing" after the shooting, said police spokesman Tom Lynch.
By Martin Weil | 2024-05-16
Three people were shot and one of them was killed  when gunfire broke out early Wednesday in Southeast Washington, D.C. police said.
The most seriously wounded victim, a man, was unconscious and "barely breathing" after the shooting, said police spokesman Tom Lynch. Police said Detrick Ealy, 48, of no fixed address, died later at a hospital.
The shooting was reported a few minutes before 1 a.m. in the 3300 block of D Street SE, according to Lynch.
In addition to the dead  man, a man and a woman were also shot. They were reported conscious and breathing. All three victims were taken to hospitals for treatment.
Nothing could be learned early Wednesday about any motive in the shooting. No information was available about any suspect.
The location appeared to be a residential street in the Greenway neighborhood, lined with one-story single-family houses with lawns, porches and peaked roofs.
It is about a half-mile east of the Anacostia River and about three-quarters of a mile southeast of the Whitney Young Memorial Bridge that carries E. Capitol Street over the river.
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She left the CIA in frustration. Now her spy novel is racking up awards. 
I.S. Berry scored rave reviews and awards for her literary debut, "The Peacock and the Sparrow," a novel mined from her time at the CIA.
By Kyle Swenson | 2024-05-16

Ilana Berry in front of a bullet-hole-riddled wall in Sarajevo, Bosnia, where she worked as an intelligence analyst for the Defense Department in 1999. (Family photo)


She felt each boom like an electric jolt as she was trying to sleep in her Alexandria, Va., apartment.
It was August 2006, and Ilana Berry was then a 30-year-old Central Intelligence Agency case officer. Outside, construction crews were beginning work on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, knocking down the old expanse to make way for a new six-lane roadway.
But each rumble threw Berry off the steady anchors of time and place, hurling her back to her last year stationed in war-rocked Baghdad. There, she had spent sleepless nights alone in a trailer as insurgent mortars and rockets screamed into the Green Zone, the central area of the Iraqi capital where the American military, diplomatic and intelligence staffs were housed.
"I remember waking up and having the worst panic attack of my life," she recalled. "I called my parents to say that we are all under attack."
To cope, Berry began tracking when the crews would do demolitions and set an alarm for herself to stay awake. She began writing, caging the emotional fallout of her time in Iraq into the tidy frames of sentences. That writing would kick off a sequence of events that would pit her against the agency's bureaucracy and end in her resignation.
But it would also start her second act as a celebrated, award-winning novelist -- one that would be eventually be invited back to the CIA.

Ilana Berry in Bahrain around 2012-2013. (Family photo)


Berry applied to join the CIA while attending law school at the University of Virginia, believing it would combine her interests in international relations and intelligence work with her sense of patriotic mission.
Raised outside D.C., she was a 1994 graduate of Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology. She spent time in the Balkans after graduating from Haverford College, an experience that led to a position as an intelligence analyst with the Defense Department. "I loved the work of intel, and I wanted to make it my career," Berry said. "So the CIA is the place to go, right?"
After being accepted, she trained at Camp Peary near Williamsburg, Va., known as "The Farm." Much of that training was about logistics -- how to conduct surveillance, how to know if you are being surveilled. But the more in-depth psychological elements made Berry wonder if she was in the right place.
"Your whole training is basically how to find people's vulnerabilities," Berry said. "What are their motivations? Is it flattery or vanity or revenge, or do they hate their boss? That was never an easy fit for me."
But Berry graduated with high marks and volunteered to be stationed in Iraq for a year-long assignment. She arrived in 2004 as doubts were beginning to stain America's initial reasoning for toppling Saddam Hussein's regime. Among the CIA team, there was a growing realization that there were no weapons of mass destruction in the country -- the main justification for the U.S.-led coalition's invasion.
Berry found that the CIA trailers didn't have the armored protections or safety protocols in place like their military counterparts. But when she advised CIA headquarters about the danger, she was ignored, she said.
"We weren't taking the precautions that we should have been," Berry said. "And it was clear we knew we weren't."
One specific incident left Berry with doubts about the CIA's mission. She got a tip from an Iraqi informant about a possible suspect involved in the 2003 truck bombing of the U.N. Baghdad headquarters that left 22 people dead, including the commissioner for human rights at the time. Berry's tip led to the suspect being taken into custody, but he claimed he was not involved. Still, he was carted off to a detention facility. Berry later heard from other officers that they were unsure of his guilt, and she worries he may have been wrongfully pulled into the maze of America's post-9/11 detention system.
In response to Berry's allegations about her time in Iraq, a CIA agency spokesperson did not address specific complaints or allegations but said the agency "is absolutely committed to fostering a safe, respectful, and equitable workplace environment for all our employees, and we have taken significant steps to ensure that, including strengthening the Agency's handling of issues when they arise."
The living conditions. The murky mission. All that seemed to Berry to fuel rampant alcoholism at the CIA station. "Baghdad really screwed me up," she said.
Her tour done but still living with the emotional aftershocks in Virginia, Berry kept writing. "My goal was never to publish my account of Baghdad," she said. "It was to make sense of what happened."
She had volunteered to go next to Afghanistan and was enrolled in Farsi-language classes. During that time, Berry volunteered to the agency that she had been writing about her experience.
According to agency regulation, all current and former CIA employees must submit any writing they plan on releasing to the CIA's Publication Classification Review Board, which determines whether a potential book or screenplay or writing contains classified information. After the agency learned Berry was working on a memoir, she submitted the manuscript.
When her writing came back, it was covered in redactions that Berry felt made little sense. "They redacted my height and weight," she said. "They redacted the color of the sky. These are clearly things that are not classified."
Berry felt the pushback was all due to the unflattering light the account showed the agency. Her complaints in Iraq had already begun to hurt her prospects at the CIA. Her follow-up assignment in Afghanistan was pulled. She channeled her frustration into an appeal over her manuscript.
"I fought every single redaction, if for no other reason than to stick it to them that this was wrong," she said.
Mark Zaid, a D.C. attorney who regularly represents CIA officers and helped Berry with her appeal, said he believes the board's difficult responses were tied to the protective stance the agency assumed at the time. "There is a deep-seated paranoia and ignorance among security officers," he said. "Their internal processes are geared for damage control, no matter whether there is damage or not." Zaid later hired Berry into his law firm as an of counsel attorney.
In response to questions about Berry's past conflicts with the review board, an agency spokesperson said the "CIA does not comment on details regarding specific prepublication reviews." The spokesperson added that "the Board is open to authors' requests to reconsider content they believe is unclassified."
Eventually, the review board agreed with most of Berry's appeal and removed most of the redactions from her manuscript.
By then, she had already resigned from agency, frustrated with the fight and her experiences in Iraq. She was married and a new mother. Though she had won the right to publish her account, she no longer wanted her own story -- and the trauma and personal doubt she had put in writing -- out there.
Despite her clash with agency, piling the mixed feelings about her time as a spy into a memoir reminded Berry how much she enjoyed writing. As she launched herself into a new career as an attorney and later followed her husband to Bahrain in 2012, Berry kept at it. Now it was fiction, but Berry found all her sentences echoed back to her time in Iraq.
The pages that would eventually become "The Peacock and the Sparrow," a novel featuring a weary CIA officer caught in the turbines of Middle Eastern political change, include themes mined straight from Berry's time at the agency. Its first lines plunge a reader into the morally ambiguous head space Berry learned in her training. "It was the ability to please that you learned as a spy: smoking a cigarette, offering compliments you didn't mean, falling down drunk from having accepted too many vodkas," Berry writes.
The novel's CIA protagonist, Shane Collins, faces the same indifference from higher-ups that Berry said she saw in Iraq. She funneled the same problematic behavior she witnessed -- the drinking, the war-zone infidelities -- into her main character. The gnawing doubts about the guilt of the bombing suspect also popped up as a plot point.
Perhaps the most surprising element in her new work as a novelist was how easy it was to submit the manuscript to the review board. They demanded no significant redactions.
"Time had passed, and I had built up a good relationship with the board," Berry said.
Berry's debut novel, "The Peacock and the Sparrow," was released by Atria Books in May 2023 under the pen name I.S. Berry. The book was feted by both the New Yorker and NPR on their annual lists of the best books of the year. This month, the novel also won the Mystery Writers of America's Edgar Allan Poe Award for best first novel by an American novelist, a significant industry award whose past recipients include Viet Thanh Nguyen and Tana French.
Even with that acclaim, Berry was still surprised when the CIA invited her to speak with Invisible Ink, a group of agency employees who are also writers.
"I was not exactly a poster child for the place," Berry said. "But they assured me they valued authenticity over filtered plaudits, which were words I never thought I'd hear."

(Atria)


Last September, Berry was sitting in her car in the ocean of parking spaces sprawling outside CIA headquarters in Langley, Va. Even with her invitation, she felt "nervous as hell," she said. "I did feel like it was a family reunion where I was estranged from my family."
But Berry then met her agency contact, a member of Invisible Ink, who had asked her to come and speak. She was taken into a conference room where she spoke to about a dozen current agency staff members to discuss writing, publishing and working with the agency's review board.
As she was leaving, Berry was asked to film a video about the career paths of officers after the agency. She agreed.
"This was such a formative part of my life," she said. "They are people who have had that same singular experience as me." Going back to the CIA, Berry said, "felt like I had rebuilt this broken bridge."
In the meantime, she's working away on a new novel. It's another spy tale.
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Poll finds growing public concern over safety in D.C. despite drop in crime
Fewer than 1 in 4 District residents feel safe in their neighborhoods, down from 29 percent last year, according to a Washington Post-Schar School poll
By Emily Davies, Scott Clement | 2024-05-16

A police car blocks off a street close to where a person was barricading himself during a standoff with law enforcement. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


D.C. residents are more worried about public safety now than they were a year ago despite a significant drop in violent crime in early 2024 and a raft of popular local legislation aimed at curtailing some of the city's more liberal public safety policies, according to a Washington Post-Schar School poll.
Sixty-five percent of Washingtonians say crime is an "extremely serious" or a "very serious" problem in the District, up from 56 percent in a 2023 Washington Post-Schar School poll. While 70 percent of D.C. residents feel at least "somewhat" safe from crime in their neighborhoods, that is down from 77 percent last year. That includes 23 percent who feel "very safe," down slightly from 29 percent last year.
The drop in the perception of safety in the nation's capital is stark compared with attitudes in D.C.'s suburbs, where residents' levels of concern are largely unchanged from last year. Fewer than 3 in 10 residents in suburban Maryland and 15 percent of those in Northern Virginia say crime is an extremely serious or a very serious problem in their areas, almost identical to a poll last spring. In Maryland, 44 percent of residents reported feeling "very safe" in their neighborhoods; among Northern Virginians, the figure is 64 percent.
The District's 274 homicides in 2023 marked its deadliest year since 1997. The violence precipitated a political crisis as local leaders came under intense oversight from Republican members of Congress, who portrayed D.C. officials as unequipped to handle public safety.
So far this year, violent crime in D.C. has dropped by 26 percent, according to police data, which includes a 32 percent decrease in carjackings and a 21 percent decline in homicides.
This year's Post-Schar School poll, which randomly sampled 1,683 Washington-area residents, including 655 in D.C., finds that 42 percent of city residents say that they or a close friend or relative have been a victim of a violent crime in the past five years. Age appears to be the biggest factor, with 59 percent of D.C. residents under 40 saying they or someone they know has been victimized, compared with 36 percent of people ages 40 to 64 and 18 percent of D.C. residents older than that.
One in 10 D.C. residents say they have personally been a victim of crime in D.C. in the past five years, similar to findings from a Post poll conducted in 1993, during the crack epidemic, a period when annual homicide totals in the District topped 400 and the city was known as America's murder capital.
"I will not walk alone after dark in my neighborhood," said Grace Moe, 79, who has lived in the Forest Hills neighborhood of upper Northwest Washington for 40 years. "I want to see arrests and convictions of criminals."
Forest Hills is an affluent enclave of Washington that is mostly insulated from violence, but the area has seen an uptick in crime in recent years, D.C. police data shows.
Moe and other poll respondents interviewed by The Post said their worries about crime were grounded in violent incidents that happened near their residences or to their friends. They also cited viral videos of daylight robberies and CVS products locked behind glass to explain their growing fears in the District.

The Walgreens in D.C.'s Chinatown where a string of robberies occurred in the past year. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


As the number of killings climbed last year, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), among other officials, pushed for more accountability for adults and juveniles who shot people or stole vehicles at gunpoint, embracing the idea that a lack of consequences contributed to an increase in bloodshed.
This spring, the D.C. Council passed legislation that enhanced punishment or pretrial detention for certain crimes while also loosening some restrictions on police officers. It also allowed police to declare "drug-free zones," a measure that has drawn scrutiny for its similarity to a 1990s approach to cracking down on open-air drug markets that drew sharp criticism from civil libertarians.
The poll shows D.C. residents to be generally supportive of prison sentences as a crime-fighting tool, with about 8 in 10 saying that people who are charged with violent crimes in the city should be mostly or always held in jail until their trials. This includes 28 percent who say such defendants should "always" be held in jail.
In addition, about 7 in 10 D.C. residents support significantly increasing the number of video cameras in public places in the city so that police can use the footage when investigating crimes, seeking harsher punishments for teens who commit violent crimes and increasing enforcement of fare evasion in the Metrorail system.
Support is narrower for allowing police to create temporary drug-free zones, in which officers can search people suspected of illegal drug activity: 51 percent support this, while 44 percent oppose it.
Phillip Williams, 20, who lives in Southeast Washington, said he feels the "city is being lazy when it comes to crime." In April last year, he said, he was working as a delivery driver near the Capitol Riverfront area of Southeast when four teenagers attempted to steal his scooter. Williams said he found and confronted the teens in a nearby alley, and one chucked a rock at his head.
Since then, Williams said, he has carried pepper spray and placed tracking devices in all of his vehicles. When he turns 21, he said, he plans to buy a firearm for self-defense.
"I don't like going out much anymore," he said.
Theft and carjacking are the biggest concerns for Washington-area residents overall, with 42 percent saying they are at least somewhat worried about being a victim of theft in a public place and 38 percent concerned about carjacking at least "somewhat." Roughly half of D.C. and Maryland residents say they worry about both types of crime, while in Northern Virginia, 32 percent worry about theft and 26 percent about carjacking.
About 3 in 10 D.C.-area residents worry about home burglary or being physically assaulted, but concern about assault rises to 40 percent in Maryland suburbs and 44 percent in D.C.
Others said they took issue with the District's increasingly punitive approach to crime and believed the city should instead invest in social services and education.
Jennifer Druliner, 53, who works for an environmental nonprofit, said she feels generally safe in her neighborhood near the Southwest Waterfront. And despite noticing an uptick in the sounds of gunfire in her area, she still enjoys taking public transportation through the District at night.
Druliner said she believes the city should address crime by investing in eradicating the root causes of violence, including "expanding the social safety net, violence prevention programs that are tested and well researched, and addressing the affordable housing crisis."
Druliner lives in Ward 6, where council member Charles Allen (D) is facing a recall campaign over his handling of crime. Organizers blame him for what they call a "policy of leniency" in the city -- referring, in particular, to two pieces of legislation that Allen championed and that were later scrutinized by Congress.

D.C. Council member Charles Allen (D) is facing a recall campaign over his handling of crime. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


The first was a major rewrite of the city's century-old criminal code, which Congress blocked. The second was a major police accountability bill that restricted certain policing tactics and created new transparency rules, which Republicans framed as "anti-police" while public concern about crime had been building.
But Druliner said she supports Allen's approach: "I am very against the recall, in part because the people pushing for it are not offering any solutions to address crime."
The poll was conducted by The Post and the Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason University. The survey was administered by telephone and online April 19 to April 29 among a random sample of 1,683 residents in the D.C. area overall: 655 adults in D.C., 522 in Northern Virginia and 506 in suburban Maryland. The error margin for regionwide results is plus or minus 3.5 percentage points and 5.1 to 5.7 percentage points among the regional subgroups.
Emily Guskin contributed to this report.
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D.C.-area forecast: Warmth and a little sun break through before a showery weekend
Highs reach the pleasant 70s the next two days; more than an inch of rain could fall this weekend.
By David Streit | 2024-05-16

Colorful clouds over the Potomac River near Memorial Bridge as sun rises Tuesday. (Jeannie in D.C.)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
7/10: Less gray and more sun today; most showers stay away.
Despite a fair amount of clouds, today warms up nicely and tomorrow is similar. Of course, it would not be a 2024 weekend without showers, and the coming one does not disappoint. Moisture from the Gulf of Mexico steadily pushes into the area, while temperatures are on the cool side.
Today (Thursday): Clouds are likely to be abundant, but sunshine should definitely make some inroads. Highs pop up into the 70s. Winds from the north are moderate. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Clouds increase overnight as northeast winds turn very light. Lows are mainly in the mid- to upper 50s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Peeks of sun are possible mainly in the morning as gulf moisture starts to push into the area later in the day, increasing cloud cover. Light winds come out of the northeast. Highs are comfortably in the low to mid-70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: The moisture continues to be pushed into the area ahead of a broad area of low pressure over the Mississippi Valley. Showers are likely to start popping up in the area after midnight. Lows hold in the mid- to upper 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Scattered showers are an ever-present threat on Saturday under mostly cloudy skies. Cooler air is pouring in off the ocean, and temperatures barely budge all day and all night, holding in the mid- to upper 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Sunday is tricky as the low-pressure system finally passes by the area. Some modeling takes the track far enough south that showers are very light, while some models intensify it over the area for a very wet day. In any event, showers will be a likelihood, and weekend rain totals of at least an inch are certainly in play. Highs creep up to the low to mid-60s, and lows slip back into the 50s. Confidence: Medium
Skies should gradually clear on Monday as the storm heads farther out to sea. Highs are comfortably in the upper 60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium
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D.C. scrapped plan for Connecticut Ave. bike lane. Lawmakers want it back.
D.C. Council's transportation committee recommended including the bike lane in the city's budget and criticized the mayor's office for ditching the plan.
By Justin Wm. Moyer | 2024-05-15

Business owners and residents are concerned about plans to add bike lanes along a segment of Connecticut Avenue NW, which crosses commercial areas where parking is scarce. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


Some D.C. Council members are pushing for a controversial plan for a Connecticut Avenue bike lane that was abandoned by the mayor's office last month to be reincorporated into the city's budget.
In 2021, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) announced plans for a 2.7-mile bike lane that would run from Calvert Street NW in Woodley Park to Legation Street NW in Chevy Chase. The plan -- supported by bicycling advocates and intended to boost bike safety -- was estimated to cost $7.7 million, and would have eliminated more than 300 parking spaces and reduced the number of travel lanes for vehicles from six to four. It was opposed by business owners, who claimed the lane would affect their customers. A D.C. Department of Transportation (DDOT) official told legislators last month that the plan had been scuttled.
However, on Friday, a report of the D.C. Council's Committee on Transportation and the Environment recommended including the bike lane in the city's budget and criticized the mayor's office for ditching its own plan for the lane.
D.C. Council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), who chairs the Committee on Transportation and the Environment and supports the bike lane, said in an interview that the community's desire for the lane was a "settled debate."
"It's clearly the best and safest option," he said. "I think the council is saying that DDOT needs to depend on its own work."
A DDOT spokesman declined to comment, and a spokesman for the mayor's office did not respond to a request for comment.
Bike lanes can reduce traffic congestion while boosting local businesses, according to the transportation committee's report, which cited a New York study that found commute times actually improved with the addition of bike lanes. The report also said that commuting on M Street and Pennsylvania Avenue in Southeast Washington had not been affected by the addition of bike lanes.
"Replacing vehicular lanes with bicycle lanes ultimately increases the maximum capacity of the overall right of way, as an average car lane moves up to around 2,000 people per hour per direction, while an average bike lane using the same space can move up to around 14,000 people per hour per direction," the report said.
The report concluded that "any redesign of Connecticut Avenue NW must include" a protected bike lane, noting that "the psychological impact of bike lanes within the roadway causes drivers to be more cautious, reducing the likelihood of a catastrophic crash."
The report also noted that "The Committee is frustrated by the Executive's lack of commitment to the safe redesign and construction of the District's roadways -- even in cases where the Executive has previously signaled the intent to do so."
Council member Matthew Frumin (D-Ward 3), another supporter of the bike lane, said in an interview that the mayor's inconsistent support for the bike lane had turned into a "saga" with an uncertain ending.
"The mayor and DDOT are sort of asking us to drop one idea in favor of a player to be named later," he said. "We don't know what the mayor's alternative proposal is and what it means for safety. ... All we know is that we're going away from the plan that had been out there for a long time."
Mark Rosenman, a longtime Cleveland Park resident and opponent of the Connecticut Avenue bike lane, said council members who supported its reintroduction are prioritizing cycling over pedestrian and automotive safety.
"I am profoundly troubled by it," he said. "It's a power play that is antidemocratic at its heart."
Steven Seelig of Ward 3 Bicycle Advocates, which helped circulate a petition supporting the bike lane that has secured nearly 4,900 signatures, said that there was a "great deal of disappointment" after the bike lane plan was scrapped last month. While transportation officials have said they can look for an alternate route for bikers, there is none that is reasonable, according to Seelig.
"You promised us this," he said. "We don't authorize you to spend money on a new reconfiguration of Connecticut Avenue unless it includes what you promised."
Michael Brice-Saddler contributed to this report.
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House votes to block D.C. Council from changing sentencing laws
The legislation would face more hurdles in the Democratic-controlled Senate, including the Senate filibuster, requiring 60 votes to advance.
By Meagan Flynn | 2024-05-15

Rep. Byron Donalds (R-Fla.) sponsored the DC CRIMES Act, part of House Republicans' aggressive oversight of D.C. (Stefan Jeremiah/AP)


The U.S. House on Wednesday passed a bill that would permanently restrict the D.C. Council from enacting any legislation changing D.C. sentencing laws, even to make them harsher -- a move that local leaders said could drastically curtail their ability to respond to crime trends.
"This bill would be the biggest rollback of D.C. self-government in a generation," Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.) said in a speech on the House floor.
Eighteen Democrats joined Republicans to pass the legislation by a vote of 225-181, showing how bipartisan concerns following last year's crime spike -- which in some cases directly impacted lawmakers -- continue to linger.
The legislation, the D.C. CRIMES Act -- or the D.C. Criminal Reforms to Immediately Make Everyone Safer Act -- is part of House Republicans' aggressive oversight of D.C. At a time when juvenile crime has been in the spotlight in D.C., the bill would also seek to harden punishment for youth offenders by removing some options for leniency from judges' discretion, reflective of House Republicans' frequent refrain that D.C. is "soft" on crime.
"This bill requires that we treat adult criminals as adults, like the rest of the country does," said the bill's sponsor, Rep. Byron Donalds (R-Fla.).
The legislation would face more hurdles in the Democratic-controlled Senate, including the Senate filibuster, requiring 60 votes to advance; the White House has also said the Biden administration "strongly opposes" the bill. Still, a trio of top elected District leaders expressed significant concerns in a letter to House leadership Wednesday, especially regarding the permanent impact that restricting the District from making any changes to sentencing laws could have on home rule and local crime response. Under the bill, only Congress -- which has oversight of D.C. under the Constitution -- would be allowed to change D.C. sentencing laws, which D.C. leaders argued would be an unreliable and ineffective system.
"[T]he bill would prevent District policymakers from responding to emerging crime trends by enhancing criminal penalties, or even create new crimes," Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) and Attorney General Brian L. Schwalb (D) wrote in the letter to House leadership. "Swift and certain consequences are essential to deterring crime, and persistent congressional interference is at odds with that goal."
The legislation would amend D.C.'s Home Rule charter to prohibit future changes to sentencing laws, though Republicans said it would not prevent creating new crimes. It also targets the 1985 Youth Rehabilitation Act, which allows judges to grant lighter sentences to certain young adults under 25 and set their convictions aside if they complete the sentence. Donalds's bill would cut off eligibility for the more lenient treatment at 18 years old.
Donalds previously said he was introducing the bill because the D.C. Council wasn't doing its job, saying at a hearing in March that "if the D.C. Council is not going to act, Congress does have a responsibility to act in the interest of the District of Columbia."
But the timing of Donalds's effort was curious to Democratic D.C. officials: The House Oversight Committee held a hearing on the bill two days after the D.C. Council passed Secure D.C., an omnibus crime bill that, among other things, enhanced penalties for gun offenses and expanded pretrial detention for those charged with violent crimes.
In its statement of administration policy this week, the White House applauded Secure D.C. and said the administration opposed the D.C. CRIMES Act because it would prevent the D.C. Council from passing legislation like Secure D.C. in the future.
"Had the D.C. CRIMES Act of 2024 been enacted at the time, it would have blocked the District's increases to criminal penalties," the statement said. "The D.C. CRIMES Act of 2024 is a counterproductive and destructive invasion of the District's right to self-governance and would impede public safety and crime reduction. This bill highlights why the District of Columbia should have statehood."
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.) called the effort "profoundly antithetical to our system of government" and simply a "terrible form of public policy." "Our colleagues insist crime is still spiking in D.C.," Raskin said, noting crime has decreased 16 percent in D.C. since this time last year, "so what is their bold tough-on-crime solution? To prohibit the D.C. Council from ever increasing criminal penalties."
He compared the situation with American colonists' anger over the British monarchy dictating their criminal laws. Donalds shot back, saying a king from across the ocean dictating the lives of the colonists could not be compared to Congress using its constitutional authority to enact policy in the nation's capital.
"I don't know anyone who would confuse me with King George," added Donalds, who is Black. "I don't think we look alike."
Raskin retorted: "You don't have to look like a monarch or a tyrant to act like a monarch or a tyrant."
The legislation, which was part of a package of bills highlighted for National Police Week, is one of several bills targeting D.C. crime and policing policies to get a vote on the House floor this Congress -- along with numerous hearings scrutinizing crime in D.C. In fact, Donalds and other Republicans suggested that the only reason the D.C. Council acted to pass Secure D.C. was because of the ongoing congressional action, which Raskin called an "affront" to D.C. residents.
House Republicans found bipartisan success when they led resolutions to overturn a pair of back-to-back D.C. crime and policing bills early last year, including blocking an overhaul of D.C.'s criminal code and a major police accountability bill. Both efforts passed Congress -- but President Biden vetoed the effort to overturn D.C.'s policing bill.
In this case, while Biden voiced opposition to D.C. CRIMES, the administration was silent on whether he would veto the legislation if it reaches his desk. And while the filibuster would be a significant hurdle for the bill to overcome, Washington home rule advocates are a bit more wary of Democrats and Biden after they joined with Republicans to block D.C.'s criminal code last year, even after Biden said he opposed that effort. The fact that 18 Democrats joined in the vote on Wednesday is likely to enhance those fears.
In the D.C. CRIMES Act, Donalds sought to target youth offenders after a drastic increase in carjackings and gun crimes committed by juveniles over the last several years.
Though passed in 1985, D.C.'s Youth Rehabilitation Act has gone through significant changes more recently. After a Washington Post investigation found in 2016 that violent offenders who were given leniency under the law were rearrested, council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) pushed changes to the law to remove those convicted of murder or sexual assault from eligibility. His proposal also expanded eligibility to make the maximum age 24 as opposed to 22. Some research has shown the law has had a positive impact on reducing recidivism, particularly for those in older age brackets.
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Larry Hogan has won statewide twice. But now everything is different. 
U.S. Senate hopeful Larry Hogan (R) has never faced a contest like this, which pits him against a Black woman backed by a national coalition eager to defeat him.
By Paul Schwartzman, Erin Cox | 2024-05-15

Former Maryland governor Larry Hogan and his wife, Yumi Hogan, walk into the polling station at Davidsonville Elementary School on Tuesday in Davidsonville. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post)


Republican Larry Hogan proved he can win statewide in deep-blue Maryland, but he has never faced a campaign like the one he is about to undertake.
The former governor has not had to run with Donald Trump atop the ballot or with control of the U.S. Senate on the line. Nor has Hogan had to run against a Democrat who has a chance to make history -- a Black woman backed by a nationwide coalition eager to defeat him.
As he seeks to become Maryland's next senator against the Democratic nominee, Prince George's County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks, Hogan also faces a far different electorate and political climate than when he won his first gubernatorial race a decade ago.
After eight years in Annapolis, he will be forced to defend his record against Democrats no longer willing to celebrate him as a symbol of bipartisan leadership. One target, they say, is his 2022 veto of legislation to expand abortion access in Maryland.
"We can do it because he has got a bad record," said Maryland Attorney General Anthony G. Brown (D), who lost the 2014 gubernatorial race to Hogan. "We were afraid that if we criticized the governor, we would be viewed as overly partisan."
They're not afraid of that anymore, he said.

Hogan greets supporters Tuesday after he won the Republican nomination for a U.S. Senate seat in the Maryland primary election. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post)


Democrats who have voted for Hogan in the past may be more reluctant now that his victory could help Republicans capture control of the Senate -- a possibility of pointed concern for voters worried about issues such as abortion rights.
Hogan, at his victory party Tuesday night, sought to allay those fears, promising not to be "just another Republican on Capitol Hill" but to "stand up to the current president, the former president, to the Democratic Party or the Republican Party."
He also made a point of addressing concerns about his position on abortion, saying, "Let me set the record straight: To the women of Maryland, you have my word that I will continue to protect your right to make your own reproductive choices."
Democrats began pressing their anti-Hogan case soon after the primary ended. Alsobrooks, at her own celebration Tuesday, seized the opportunity to cast Hogan as an ally of the current GOP leadership, labeling him as the "BFF" (best friend forever) of Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) and saying, "Donald Trump's Republican Party wants to flip this seat."
"Let's be extremely clear about who Larry Hogan is," said Alsobrooks, before reminding her audience of his abortion access veto and that he canceled a $2.9 billion transit line that would have traversed Baltimore.
Hogan's cross-party appeal buoyed his 2018 reelection campaign, with one voter survey showing he captured 31 percent of Democrats and Democratic-leaning independents.
He still has Democratic allies.
Bobby Zirkin, a former Maryland state lawmaker who co-chairs Democrats for Hogan, said Wednesday that he is supporting the Republican despite pressure from friends who are "yelling at me" for not backing Alsobrooks.
"I'll give you one word: Israel," said Zirkin by way of explanation, referring to Hogan's promise to be Maryland's "pro-Israel champion" in the Senate. "It has made this decision for me very easy."
Zirkin, a moderate who represented Baltimore County, also praised the former governor for helping to ban fracking and expand the list of crimes that can be expunged from records. "The most progressive things I ever did, Larry Hogan was involved in," Zirkin said.
For all his posturing as an independent voice, Hogan still needs to assemble a coalition that includes both Republicans who are turned off by his criticism of Trump and those in the GOP who are repelled by the former president's hold over their party.
"The Republican brand is terrible, and the presidential nominee does not help," said Michael Steele, Maryland's former lieutenant governor and former chair of the Republican National Committee who himself has been critical of Trump. "That's unfortunately baggage Hogan will have to carry largely because Democrats will try to put that baggage on his election cart."
Still, said Steele, Hogan's personal appeal in Maryland -- his favorability rating was 77 percent in a poll as his second term in Annapolis ended last year -- has long been his most potent political weapon. "Larry is going to be well-prepared to say, 'I'm not here for the party, I'm here for the people of Maryland,'" Steele said. "He can handle it because it's clear he's not someone who is supportive of Trump."
The campaign to succeed Sen. Ben Cardin, a Democrat who has been a fixture in Maryland state politics since his election to the House of Delegates in 1966, is sure to be among the nation's most high-profile in a year when command of the Senate, as well as the White House, is at stake.
As her party's nominee, and potentially the first Black person to win a Senate seat in Maryland, Alsobrooks is likely to attract Democratic donors from across the country and excite Black voters, especially in Prince George's County, where she has served as county executive since 2018.
Yet Alsobrooks is not nearly as well known as Hogan and has never run statewide. She also has presided over a county with rising crime and budget challenges -- problems that the former governor can target as he makes his case to voters.
Ben Jealous, the Democrat whom Hogan trounced in the 2018 gubernatorial race, said the national Democratic Party has "repeatedly signaled that they're not really interested in investing in fistfights" with the former governor. "Democrats are going to have to develop a new muscle for fighting Larry Hogan," Jealous said. "He is a formidable opponent ... and well-packaged candidate."

Prince George's County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks greets Shanika Candy and her 4-year-old daughter Ellie at Lexington Market in Baltimore on Tuesday. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Unlike during the 2018 race, Maryland Democrats now plan to unleash their full roster of star players to campaign against Hogan, a cast that includes Gov. Wes Moore, former House majority leader Steny H. Hoyer and Rep. Jamie Raskin. "If Larry Hogan were running as a Democrat or an independent, that would be great," Raskin said. "The question is whether or not you were going to empower Republicans to control the public agenda."
Democrats have controlled Maryland's two Senate seats since 1987, the year when Barbara A. Mikulski, then a Baltimore-based neighborhood activist, succeeded Sen. Charles Mathias Jr., a centrist Republican who retired rather than seek reelection.
Maryland's GOP has found periods of success in statewide races, nominating for governor moderates such as Hogan and Robert Ehrlich Jr., who himself stunned Democrats in 2002 when he defeated then-Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy Townsend.
But running for Senate is different than running for governor -- especially in 2024 with Trump looming over the Republican Party.
Hogan's challenge is to separate himself from Trump's policies and style of politics, even as he runs on the same ticket as the former president, said Mileah Kromer, a Goucher College political science professor.
"He has to tell voters, 'Remember me? I'm the governor you liked for eight years, and if you send me to the Senate I will continue to be an independent voice,'" said Kromer, who has written about the former governor's political rise. "That's a heavy lift because a lot of Democrats are very afraid of a Republican majority in the Senate in a post-Roe era."
Democrats, Kromer said, tried to "damage Hogan's personal brand or lessen his standing" while he was governor "and were not able to do it," as Hogan's favorable ratings remained high "for the better part of a decade."
"It's not just that he was popular; he was persistently popular," Kromer said. "That was the benefit of running as an individual. But now you don't need to make him personally unpopular. You just have to tie him to the Republican majority."

Hogan waves from his campaign bus after voting Tuesday in the Republican primary. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post)


It's an open question whether Democrats can convince voters that Hogan is in lockstep with a GOP establishment he has railed against since Trump's emergence as a force in the party.
Hogan added to his image as an independent voice in 2020 when he bucked Republican orthodoxy on how to handle the pandemic and later became co-chair of No Labels, a bipartisan third-party movement. He left his post in December, a couple of months before announcing his Senate campaign.
Tethering Hogan to the GOP's Trump wing will be "a tough noose to hang around his neck," said Doug Gansler, a Democrat and Maryland's former attorney general. "He comes across as a regular guy, which makes him very difficult to beat."
But Gansler also said that Alsobrooks can be a formidable opponent for a number of reasons, not the least of which is that she is running in a state where registered Democrats far outnumber Republicans.
As important, perhaps, is her race and gender, Gansler said, and her potential to inspire Black and female voters. Maryland's congressional delegation currently features 10 men and no women.
Hogan, who grew up in Prince George's County and whose father once served in the office Alsobrooks now holds, has shown that he can draw Black support. Between the campaigns of 2014 and 2018, the former governor doubled his support among Black voters.
"The challenge," Steele said, "is how much of the African American vote Alsobrooks can hold and how much Hogan can take."
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Pr. George's officer suspended after putting wife in chokehold, police say
Cpl. Robert Harvin III was arrested and charged with second-degree assault and malicious destruction of property.
By Jasmine Hilton | 2024-05-15

A Prince George's County police cruiser. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


An off-duty Prince George's County patrol officer was arrested and charged in a domestic incident this week after police say he put his wife in a chokehold and destroyed her cellphone.
Cpl. Robert Harvin III was ordered to be placed on private home detention -- with conditions not to have contact with the victim and a mandatory stay-away order -- in Prince George's County District Court on Wednesday, according to the Prince George's County State's Attorney's Office. He was initially in custody at the county jail. He is charged with second-degree assault and malicious destruction of property.
According to the Prince George's County Police Department, Harvin has been suspended with pay.
Laurel police officers responded just after midnight Tuesday to the 1000 block of Overlook Way to help the Prince George's County police after being radioed a "signal 13," which means an officer is in trouble, according to charging documents.
Harvin and his wife, who is also a Prince George's police officer, were involved in an argument that had turned physical, according to the charging documents and county police. His wife told police that Harvin broke her iPhone and "began to assault her by pushing and dragging her to the floor," the charging documents read.
Harvin's wife told police that during the fight, he put her in a chokehold. After breaking free, Harvin's wife grabbed his department-issued radio and called for help, according to the charging documents.
Harvin told police that the argument and a physical fight started when his wife confronted him about being on the phone with someone else, according to charging documents.
He described the fight as mutual, police said in the charging documents. Harvin told police that he was injured when his wife was "yelling and screaming and bit his upper right arm by mistake."
Officers saw bite marks on Harvin's arm, and strangulation markings on his wife's neck and bruising on her arm, according to the charging documents.
However, police determined Harvin was the "main aggressor" after Google Nest kitchen camera footage showed his wife screaming and yelling at her husband to get away. A doorbell video camera also showed Harvin on top of his wife, apparently dragging and punching her, according to the charging documents.
According to online court records, the couple filed for divorce in November.
Harvin has been with the department since 2016, police said. Reached by phone, a relative of Harvin's, who declined to give their name, said the family is supporting him "100 percent" and declined to comment further. Efforts to reach Harvin's wife Wednesday were unsuccessful.
Online court records did not list an attorney for Harvin.
"It's a shock that the situation devolved to a point of violence," said Angelo Consoli, president of the union representing Prince George's County police officers. "We do hold our officers to a higher standard. At the end of the day, we hope he gets the help he needs to ensure this never happens again."
Consoli added that he trusts the court system.
"Everyone is innocent until proven guilty," Consoli said.
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PM Update: Warmer Thursday with minimal chance of rain
We'll see some clearing tonight. Sunshine should try to make more of an appearance tomorrow. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-05-15

Evening at the Tidal Basin. (chasingmailboxes/Flickr)


Damp conditions today didn't amount to much, with only a few hundredths of an inch on top of what fell last night. Regardless, the drizzle and some fog kept it on the drippy side. We shouldn't see much rain through tomorrow, and we might even see sustained sunshine.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Clouds remain numerous through evening, but any showers are few and far between. Additional clearing is a better bet late night into morning. Some patchy fog and drizzle may develop. Lows range from about the mid-50s to near 60 as winds tend light.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Sunshine may win the battle with clouds for the day. Temperatures rise near and past average, with highs mainly in the mid-70s to near 80. Winds probably blow out of the north around 10 mph.
See Camden Walker's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
Not again? Spring isn't all sunshine and flowers, as we've been reminded of regularly recently. This week seems like another where the nicest days will be close to but not actually on the weekend. Instead, cooler-than-average conditions with a chance of showers again seem attracted to the days we're off work. Rain may especially focus in on Saturday, as a little area of low pressure seems poised to pass to our south.

A forecast for some rain on Saturday from the European weather model. (weatherbell.com)


Pollen update: The most recent pollen report was rained out.
Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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U.S. needs to address risks after Baltimore bridge crash, officials tell Congress
Seven weeks after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, leaders of federal agencies testified before Congress on investigative and safety efforts.
By Katie Mettler, Michael Laris | 2024-05-15

Jennifer Homendy, chair of the National Transportation Safety Board, testifies before Congress on Wednesday. On the left is Shailen Bhatt, administrator of the Federal Highway Administration. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Seven weeks after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore, leaders of federal agencies responding to the disaster told Congress on Wednesday that the country needs to take steps to address the risks large ships pose to the country's essential infrastructure.
Vice Adm. Peter Gautier, the U.S. Coast Guard's deputy commandant for operations, said that even as investigations continue, it is already clear that because of how much "the size and complexity of ships has grown over the years," the nation's marine transportation infrastructure may not have kept pace "with the increased risks these vessels pose."
The Coast Guard is convening a national board of inquiry to assess the risk management tools it uses to keep port operations safe, Gautier said, with the goal of developing a holistic, national approach "to reduce the risk of major incidents."
Gautier testified before the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure alongside Maj. Gen. William "Butch" H. Graham of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Shailen Bhatt, who heads the Federal Highway Administration; and Jennifer Homendy, chair of the National Transportation Safety Board.
The questioning, growing heated at times as lawmakers grilled the four officials about investigations into the accident and funding sources for rebuilding, came a day after the NTSB released its first report on the March 26 tragedy -- outlining the agency's initial findings from its investigation into the cause of the crash that killed six people and crippled the local economy by cutting off access to Baltimore's port.
Investigators wrote in the report, published Tuesday afternoon, that the Dali -- the Singapore-flagged cargo ship that destroyed the bridge -- suffered repeated electrical failures before the crash. The vessel had two electrical blackouts while docked in the Port of Baltimore 10 hours before setting sail, then had two more blackouts that disabled critical equipment in the moments before hitting the bridge.
The NTSB did not indicate whether its investigators thought crew members or the ship's owners had done anything wrong that led to the bridge strike and said the ongoing inquiry will examine whether the first blackouts in port had anything to do with those that occurred just before the Dali took down the bridge.

From left, Vice Adm. Peter Gautier of the U.S. Coast Guard, Maj. Gen. William "Butch" H. Graham of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Shailen Bhatt of the Federal Highway Administration and Jennifer Homendy of the National Transportation Safety Board testify before Congress on Wednesday. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Homendy told lawmakers at the hearing that NTSB investigators are concentrating on what happened with the electrical systems before the crash and are trying to "replicate some of the electrical problems that were seen that day." Investigators, working with the system manufacturer, Hyundai, are examining and testing various components, she said.
A mistake by a crew member working on part of a diesel engine caused the initial in-port blackout, the investigation found, and a second blackout in port was related to insufficient fuel pressure.
The Dali then left port and set sail on the Patapsco River, experiencing the first of another two blackouts about half a mile from the Key Bridge. That power outage stopped the vessel's steering pumps, according to the investigation, leaving the rudder immovable. NTSB experts are still investigating when an emergency generator started up, which would have been able to power an emergency steering pump, allowing the rudder to move again.
Even with emergency power after the blackouts, Homendy said Wednesday, the rudder was less effective for steering because the generator powered the radio communications and the ship's lights -- but not the propeller.
"They were essentially drifting," she said.
During and after the hearing Wednesday, Homendy sought to downplay the importance of the initial two blackouts on March 25, saying they stemmed from routine maintenance by workers.
But she acknowledged that many questions remain unanswered. Investigators are looking at how circuit breakers aboard the ship were configured and whether that might have been related to the electrical failures the next day.
It is the root cause of those sudden, unexpected blackouts on March 26 that is "what we're really focused on," Homendy said.
The investigation is sprawling and complex, she told lawmakers, and the NTSB team has been on the scene of the Dali crash in Baltimore since the Key Bridge collapsed seven weeks ago. "It is unprecedented, to be on board that long," she said.
Bhatt also emphasized the immensity of the effort. "I have never seen anything at this scale," he said. "It is a monumental task to clean up this site and rebuild."
The Coast Guard is responsible for overseeing the safety of U.S. waterways and risks related to shipping. But questions have been raised, including on Wednesday, about whether it has acted aggressively enough.
The move to launch a nationwide board of inquiry is an indication that the country has not been fully prepared for all the changes -- and dangers -- ever-larger container ships have brought to U.S. waterways.
"It's time for us to more broadly understand these risks," Gautier said.

Rep. Rick Larsen (D-Wash.), right, speaks to Gautier before Wednesday's hearing. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post) 


The inquiry will "assess the efficacy of the Coast Guard's suite of risk management tools, evaluate how recently they've been used within major ports, and establish a holistic, national-level approach to develop risk profiles, identify ways to address vulnerabilities and propose actions to reduce the risk of major incidents," Gautier said.
Homendy noted that back in 1988, her agency had pushed for the Coast Guard and federal highways officials to evaluate the adequacy of pier protections on bridges over navigable waterways in U.S. ports and harbors. But according to Homendy, the Coast Guard said at the time it did not have the authority to take action.
Gautier noted that a port and waterways risk assessment was performed in the Port of Baltimore back in 2001. The new national inquiry will look at how the Coast Guard conducts these types of assessments and "how recent they are in the ports around the country," he said. It will also examine 10 large ports for lessons that have been learned on bridge protection systems, hazards to navigation and other factors "so we can draw some conclusions and then move out with a refined tool kit to other ports around the country," Gautier said.
Homendy said that while she is "very encouraged" by the Coast Guard's new inquiry, she is urging states to conduct expedient risk assessments of their own and not wait for the full NTSB investigation or for new nationwide recommendations.
"This could happen in any of your districts," she told the members of Congress.
The Key Bridge was ordered closed swiftly after authorities received a warning call from the ship, Homendy noted, but she said other bridge structures have advanced warning systems that Baltimore did not, something the NTSB is examining as part of its investigation.
Homendy and Gautier said they did not know whether the Dali collision could have been avoided if the vessel had been guided by a tugboat at the time of the blackouts. Homendy said NTSB investigators are also looking into that question.
The FBI has launched its own criminal investigation into the Dali, including whether the crew knew of serious system problems before setting out in the early morning darkness on March 26. Dozens of law enforcement officials boarded the Dali on April 15 to search for evidence.
Attorneys representing the city of Baltimore and a local business executive have filed separate complaints in federal court in Maryland against the Dali's owner and manager, alleging negligence before the crash.
In court, the Dali's owner, Grace Ocean Private Ltd., and its manager, Synergy Marine Pte Ltd., both based in Singapore, have asked a federal judge to limit their liability in the tragedy to about $43.6 million.
Rep. Sam Graves (R-Mo.), chairman of the Transportation Committee, indicated that some Republicans are not in a hurry to pass legislation ensuring that the federal government fully reimburse Maryland for the cost of rebuilding the bridge. He noted that actions by the Federal Highway Administration so far mean Maryland will have 90 percent of costs recovered for the next several months.
Graves said an early estimate put the price tag for replacing the bridge at $1.2 billion, but later estimates came in at between $1.7 billion and $1.9 billion.
"It's important we have a very firm estimate before we take any further action on the cost-sharing," Graves said.
Federal and Maryland state officials are eager for Congress to move quickly to commit to the full reimbursement.
The Dali, which was trapped under part of the bridge until Monday, is expected to be moved back to shore in Baltimore early next week. So far, more than 6,000 tons of steel and concrete have been removed from the collapse site, Gautier said, and limited access to the port has been restored.
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Elfreth wins Democratic primary in Maryland's 3rd District 
In the Republican primary, Robert Steinberger led the field but the deep-blue district is considered solidly Democratic.
By Joe Heim, Katie Shepherd, Danny Nguyen | 2024-05-15

Former Capitol Police officer Harry Dunn and Maryland State Sen. Sarah Elfreth (D). (Bill O'Leary/Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post) (Bill O'Leary / Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Maryland state Sen. Sarah K. Elfreth was projected to win the Democratic primary to succeed retiring Rep. John Sarbanes in the 3rd Congressional District race on Tuesday night, according to the Associated Press.
In the Republican primary, Robert Steinberger was projected to win out of the field  of nine candidates, but the deep-blue district is considered solidly Democratic.
Elfreth and former Capitol Police officer Harry Dunn were the leading contenders in the 22-candidate Democratic race that was shaped less by policy differences than name recognition and an influx of millions of dollars in outside spending that escalated in recent weeks.
Dunn told Elfreth that he would be an asset in "any way he can be" to defeat her challenger in November.
While their paths to becoming congressional candidates were different, there was little daylight between Dunn's and Elfreth's positions on most issues. Both said they would work to protect abortion rights, tackle gun violence, expand health care, fund Chesapeake Bay cleanup efforts and ensure voting rights.
Elfreth, 35, became the youngest woman ever to serve in the Maryland Senate when she began her term in 2019. She quickly established herself as a workhorse legislator known for responding to her Anne Arundel County constituents, passing bills and scaling partisan divides on more contentious issues. She received endorsements from powerful unions including the Maryland State Education Association, which represents about 70,000 teachers. She also received support from U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin and former senator Barbara A. Mikulski.
A 15-year Capitol Police veteran, Dunn was one of four officers who testified before the House committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. In an interview when he announced his candidacy in January, Dunn told The Washington Post, "It's no exaggeration to say that we are one election away from the extinction of democracy."

Maryland state Sen. Sarah Elfreth (D-Anne Arundel) speaks on the phone during the closing day of the General Assembly in Annapolis. (Michael Robinson Chavez for The Washington Post)


He said he was motivated to run because so many Republican members of Congress, members he protected as a police officer, had misrepresented the events of Jan. 6 and had not been supportive of Capitol and D.C. police officers. The attack, he said, "was a stain on our nation."
The 3rd District, which spans Howard County and parts of Anne Arundel and Carroll counties, is one of three open House seats in Maryland.
The crowded ballot presented a challenge for many voters, including Stephanie Ceruolo of Cape St. Claire, who said she had to scan all the names just to find ones she recognized.
After casting her ballot at Broadneck High School in Annapolis, Ceruolo, 55, said she had to dig to find any differences between the candidates on the issues. For her, the race came down to two things: "She's elected and she's a woman. She has experience and we typically don't give women the same benefit of the doubt."
Phyllis Birckhead, 46, needed only to look at her two daughters to explain why Elfreth had earned her vote. Several years ago, their day care abruptly closed, leaving Birckhead -- a single mother and financial analyst who commutes from Anne Arundel County to D.C. -- with few options and plenty of frustration. Birckhead contacted Elfreth's office to explore what help might be available.
"She was really helpful," Birckhead said. "Most people don't really care, but I feel like she really cared. ... She's relatable and she seems honest."
Chelsea Phillips, 51, made what she thought was an obvious decision Tuesday: a vote for Dunn. She hadn't heard of the name until a few months ago, when fliers and TV ads inundated her daily routine. Then she learned of the police officer who she said valiantly defended the nation from election deniers who stormed the Capitol.
"I felt better that he was there" at the Capitol, said Phillips, of Annapolis. "He's for safety, for everybody."
A voter at the Atholton High School polling location in Columbia said she supported Dunn because she had received a mailer endorsing him from Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.). "That was good enough for me," said the woman, who declined to give her name.
At a polling place in Fulton, Bob Bruce, 67, said he voted for state Sen. Clarence K. Lam (D-Howard). "He's represented the district well now for a while, so I thought I'd give him a chance in Congress," Bruce said. "There was a lot of negative campaigning between Elfreth and Dunn, and it was turning me off."
Although Dunn was one of the last candidates to jump into the contest, he swiftly became a front-runner by raking in millions in campaign donations, securing high-profile endorsements from national political figures and running an aggressive ad campaign.

U.S. Capitol Police officer Harry Dunn, right, and former D.C. police officer Michael Fanone listen during a July 21 hearing by the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. (Michael Robinson Chavez for The Washington Post)


"Before Dunn entered the race it seemed clear it would be Elfreth's race and she would be heading to Congress," said Todd Eberly, a political scientist at St. Mary's College of Maryland. "If it had been anyone other than a Capitol Police officer with an incredible backstory it just wouldn't have been a contest."
Dunn was endorsed by a number of national Democratic leaders including former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (Calif.), Rep. James E. Clyburn (S.C.) and Schiff. Last week he was endorsed by the Congressional Progressive Caucus, which includes Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.).
Dunn raised more than $4.5 million with significant support from out-of-state donors, far outstripping his competition in individual donations. Elfreth had raised more than $1.4 million, but in the last weeks of the campaign, she benefited from more than $4.1 million in independent expenditures from the United Democracy Project super PAC. Affiliated with the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), the United Democracy Project says it takes money from Republicans and Democrats to support candidates who "will be strong supporters of the U.S.-Israel relationship in Congress."
Eberly said that he used to teach that a typical contested congressional race in Maryland would cost about $1 million. With the cash flowing this year into the 3rd District race, "we have now just blown that out of the water," Eberly said.
The financial backing of the super PAC prompted the Dunn campaign to accuse Elfreth of taking "dark money" and lumping her in with far-right Republicans.
Dunn blasted the influx of the super PAC money on X in early April, writing, "A SuperPAC funded by MAGA extremist donors who also gave to Donald Trump, Ted Cruz and Lauren Boebert just dropped $500k in our race. They want to buy this election. They will fail."
Elfreth's campaign countered that it had no control over outside groups that choose to get involved in the race.
"We aren't allowed to coordinate with this entity, we aren't allowed to dictate how they spend their money," Elfreth campaign spokesman Pat Murray said. He also said that Elfreth supports campaign finance reforms that would restrict super PAC spending.
The Dunn campaign's efforts to link Elfreth -- an established Democrat -- to Trump supporters rubbed some Maryland politicians the wrong way.
"It just is exactly what is broken with Washington and not what will lead to a more productive U.S. Congress," said Maryland Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City). Ferguson said the insinuation reflected Dunn's inexperience in politics.
Teo Armus contributed.
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Montana senator affirms opposition to RFK site bill during Senate hearing
Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) again called on the Commanders to reach a deal with the family of Walter "Blackie" Wetzel and members of the Blackfeet Tribe. 
By Sam Fortier | 2024-05-15

Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) reaffirmed his opposition to a bill that would give the District greater control over the RFK Stadium site. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) reiterated Wednesday that he intends to block legislation that would give the District greater control over the RFK Stadium site unless the Washington Commanders honor a Native American family that helped design the team's former logo.
During a hearing in the Energy and Natural Resources subcommittee on National Parks, Daines called on the Commanders to meet with the family of Walter "Blackie" Wetzel and members of the Blackfeet Tribe. Wetzel helped design the profile of an Indian warrior that served as the NFL team's primary logo from 1972 until 2020, when the team retired the logo and its former team name.
After Daines read his prepared remarks, Sen. Angus King (I-Maine) noted the Commanders had in fact met with Ryan Wetzel, Blackie's grandson, on Monday. (Ryan described the meeting as "fantastic" and said he was optimistic the family and franchise could reach an agreement.) Daines acknowledged that meeting and that he had spoken to Wetzel afterward. But Daines said that didn't satisfy his demands.
"Ryan sees there's a moment here where they could do something very significant in terms of ensuring the legacy of that logo," Daines said in an interview after the hearing, adding, "There's more discussions to be had here."
Asked if he was calling for a written agreement between the team and Wetzel, Daines said "We'll wait and see," quipping, "I went to engineering school, not law school."
Even though the D.C. RFK Memorial Stadium Campus Revitalization Act cleared the House in February with overwhelming bipartisan support, the bill needs to pass the Senate for D.C. to be able to develop the federally owned plot, which could include a new Commanders stadium.
Bills on smaller, individual matters like the stadium site land typically need either unanimous support in the Senate -- so they can pass without needing a formal "roll call" vote -- or to be attached to a bigger bill. Thus, a lone senator like Daines has the power to prevent a unanimous vote, which he said Wednesday he intends to use.
"The team now known as the Commanders hasn't played at RFK Stadium since 1996 and has no formal role in the legislative path for my bill with Rep. [James] Comer [R-Ky.]," Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.) said in a statement. "The bill would not dictate that a new stadium must be built on the site. I'm hopeful we can work together to find a path forward."
After the hearing, Daines responded to criticism that he was interfering in District affairs.
"I'm here representing a voice that is not being listened to, and that is the Blackfeet Tribe in Montana and the Wetzel family," he said. "I serve them. ... I'm here representing my constituents."
A representative from the National Park Service, which leases the stadium site to the District, testified in favor of the legislation.
"The transfer would protect NPS interests by improving and protecting existing viewsheds to the monumental core and the Anacostia River for those entering the city and recreating in the area," Michael A. Caldwell, associate director of park planning, facilities and lands at NPS, said at the hearing. "Redeveloping the RFK campus would also provide an opportunity to improve the site's environmental conditions and help improve the water quality in the Anacostia River."
The next step would be a markup meeting in which members could debate, consider amendments and potentially vote on legislation. There's no markup scheduled for the RFK bill, though that could happen as early as within the next month. If the bill cleared the subcommittee, it would go before the full Senate.
But Daines's delaying action could jeopardize the legislation's chances this year, as the Senate will take long breaks before the November election.
"We are working closely with Ryan Wetzel to appropriately honor the contributions of his grandfather and will continue to work collaboratively with the family to find a solution in the near future," a Commanders spokesperson said in a statement.
On Wednesday, Daines brought to the hearing a helmet with the team's old logo and two posters. One showed Blackie Wetzel meeting with Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in the 1960s, and the other showed that the logo was modeled off a portrait of Chief Two Guns White Calf. He said the logo was created to honor Native Americans, not disparage them, and emphasized he was not calling for the return of the team's former name.
Instead, he suggested ideas for how to satisfy the Wetzels, including restoring the logo with a new team name that's supported by tribal leaders, "telling the history of the logo's connection to the Wetzel family and honoring the native communities it represents" or "resuming merchandise sales featuring the logo and using a portion of the proceeds to bring awareness to missing and murdered Indigenous women and other tribal causes."
Daines pointed out "the fan base is not real excited" about the "Commanders" and that this was a moment "where we can turn something that, I think, has been wrongly handled in the past and make it right."
"Let's use this as a reset, that's a win for the fan base of Washington," he said. "It's [the team's] decision if they want to change the name of the team. But I think calling them the Warriors with that logo would be something that'd make the fan base excited, and I know it'd satisfy the legacy of Blackie Wetzel."
After the meeting Monday, Ryan Wetzel said he was hopeful the team would honor his grandfather, perhaps with a plaque or by wearing the logo on throwback jerseys.
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Loudoun considers delayed-start days to give teachers training time
Loudoun County schools has proposed delaying the start of classes by two hours on 16 days next school year to help free up time to train on new teaching standards.
By Karina Elwood | 2024-05-15

Loudoun County schools officials have proposed adding more delayed start days next year to free up time for teacher trainings. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Loudoun County schools is considering delaying the start of classes by two hours on some days in the next academic year to help free up time to offer training for new teaching standards required by the state.
The 16 delayed start days would be spread out throughout the year. Dismissal would occur at the same time, district leaders said, meaning students could lose about 32 hours of classroom instruction over the year.
The recommendation -- which must be approved by Loudoun's school board -- comes as school districts around the state work to implement the Virginia Literacy Act, along with new math and English standards next school year.
Chief Academic Officer Ashley Ellis said at Tuesday's school board meeting that the new standards are important and "will positively impact our students' learning, experiences and our schools" if implemented thoughtfully.
"The challenge is that there simply is not enough time for our educators to realistically accomplish all of these requirements we are being asked to do," Ellis said.
The proposed calendar includes about two delayed-start days every month from September through May, with none in December.
Superintendent Aaron Spence said the district looked at a number of options, including early-release days and adding paid teacher training days, but decided that a delayed start would be the most cost-efficient option to accommodate parents and allow students to still participate in after-school athletics and programming.
If adopted, the district would work with parents to develop plans for child care, transportation and meals.
Spence said implementing the Virginia Literacy Act, which aims to boost early-literacy outcomes, will add about 27 hours of training for teachers in grades K-8. The state is also rolling out new math and English standards that will require additional training to implement the updated curriculum. LCPS also has division-wide required and recommended trainings that it is looking to scale back on to accommodate the new state trainings.
"We have a lot on our plate," Spence told reporters this week.

Loudoun County schools superintendent Aaron Spence said the district considered other ideas before proposing delayed starts. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


At a virtual news conference, Spence emphasized he was not opposed to the initiatives from the state, but worries about being able to deliver on the high expectations and properly prepare students according to the new standards. Spence said he's never seen so many new training expectations placed on educators at one time.
The state Board of Education approved new math standards last year on an expedited timeline, removing a "crosswalk" year that typically would allow teachers to train and learn the new standards before students are taught and tested on the new curriculum. This time, teachers will be learning and teaching -- and students will be tested on -- the new content all during the 2024-2025 school year. Math coordinators and stakeholders had warned the shortened timeline would be challenging for educators to implement.
Spence said it's already common for test scores to drop when new standards are introduced because everybody, including teachers, are getting adjusted. He said he wants to make sure teachers have the time to make sure students are properly prepared.
A spokesman for the Virginia Department of Education said in an email that to help teachers and staff implement the new math and English standards, the department has put in place its most extensive ever summer training schedule.
"VDOE is committed to making sure that every school division has the information and expertise they need to successfully implement these improved standards," the email read.
Scott Brabrand, executive director of the Virginia Association of School Superintendents, said districts around the state will face similar time constraints and challenges as they work to implement the new standards. He said it is "a lot at once" from the state, and noted Loudoun could be a potential model for other school districts as they try to balance the needs of teachers.
"The standards are good. It's good work, but we need the time to do the work," Brabrand said. "Loudoun is trying to creatively solve a real challenge."
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GOP, Democratic favorites prevail in Maryland's 2nd Congressional District 
Baltimore County Executive John "Johnny O" Olszewski Jr. will face Kim Klacik, a conservative radio talk show host, for a U.S. House seat in the fall election. 
By Joe Heim | 2024-05-15

Republican Kim Klacik (left) and Democrat John A. "Johnny O" Olszewski Jr. are candidates in the election this fall to represent Maryland's 2nd Congressional District. (The Washington Post)


There were no surprises Tuesday in the Democratic and Republican primary elections for Maryland's 2nd Congressional District to succeed Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D).
Baltimore County Executive John A. "Johnny O" Olszewski Jr., 41, a moderate who had been endorsed by Ruppersberger and former U.S. House majority leader Steny H. Hoyer (D-Md.), had no difficulty fending off five challengers in the Democratic race. In November he will face Kim Klacik, 42, a conservative radio talk show host who easily won her primary against her two opponents.
"I look forward to engaging with voters across the district ahead of November's general election and focusing on our priorities of protecting reproductive freedom, building safer communities, and restoring transparency and accountability in our government," Olszewski said in a statement Tuesday night. Klacik did not immediately respond to a request for comment on her victory.
The results set up an election that comes at a pivotal time for the district, which has been directly affected by the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse in March. The full reopening of Baltimore's port and the bridge's rebuilding will be a major issue for the Maryland delegation and whoever represents the 2nd Congressional District for years to come.
A former teacher who served two terms in the Maryland House of Delegates and campaigned on his governing experience and ability to "compromise without compromising our values," Olszewski will be the heavy favorite in the solidly blue district that includes most of Baltimore County and Carroll County and a small part of Baltimore City. But Klacik has the support of former president Donald Trump's base and has said repeatedly on social media that she's in a strong position to flip the district to Republicans.
"God clears a path," Klacik posted on X, formerly Twitter, earlier this month. "HE has put me in the perfect position to flip Maryland's CD2." Without naming him directly she also took aim at Olszewski, saying the district was winnable for her because of a "potential Dem nominee that ignored residents for years to satisfy developers."
In 2020, Klacik received support from Trump in her unsuccessful  bid against Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D) in Maryland's 7th District. She grabbed headlines when she released a campaign video that featured her walking through dilapidated Baltimore streets in a stylish red dress while describing the city's crime and poverty issues and suggesting Democrats didn't care about Black people. The video went viral, attracting the notice of Trump and other Republicans, and leading to a massive surge in donations to her campaign.
This year,  she has so far failed to attract similar attention or significant fundraising. Her campaign reported approximately $38,000 in contributions as of April 24.
By contrast, Olszewski, now in his second term as county executive, reported contributions of almost $837,000 as of April 24. In an interview earlier this month he said his campaign would welcome running against Klacik.
"Should the two of us be the nominees there couldn't be a more stark contrast for voters in November," Olszewski said. "I'm happy to put our record up against the positions that she holds, which I think are extreme not only to the district but to the state."
Support for Klacik from Trump will probably not benefit her in the general election, said John T. Willis, a political science professor at the University of Baltimore who served as Maryland secretary of state from 1995 to 2003.
"That's not helpful in that district," he said. "The voters in Baltimore County don't want to associate with that kind of politics."
Willis believes Olszewski's support from the Democratic establishment and his tenure as county executive will give him a big edge in November.
"County executives are like mini governors, and their name is on everything," Willis said. "By November he will have six years in office, and that's a substantial advantage. To many of the voters he's basically an incumbent."
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Whistleblower says DOT kept important truck safety info from the public
Families who lost loved ones in crashes with large trucks and people with national organizations are now calling for an investigation
By Theresa Vargas | 2024-05-15

Traffic on 495 comes to a halt after an accident. (Linda Davidson/The Washington Post)


As Quon Kwan tells it, he didn't plan on becoming a whistleblower.
He had retired after a long career with the federal government, earned a master's degree in divinity and moved into a senior living community in Maryland. At 75, he had few reasons to think about the job he once held as an engineer for the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration.
Then, one day earlier this spring, Kwan received an email from a mother who lost two children in a crash that ended with her family's car partially beneath a tractor-trailer.
Before I tell you what happened next and why it matters, you should know there is a term for those types of collisions in which vehicles and people end up under large trucks -- "underride crashes." If you are not familiar with that phrase, you are not alone. People who have lost loved ones to those types of crashes will tell you they weren't familiar with it either, until they were all too familiar with it.
You should also know this: I have written about people (too many people) who have been killed on roads in the Washington region and the need for more measures to make streets safer nationwide, which is how I learned about Kwan. In the past month, he has provided a written statement to a government advisory committee and spoken to road safety advocates, offering information on a public safety issue that he says the U.S. Department of Transportation kept from the public.
When I spoke to Kwan recently, he said the email he received from that mother ultimately compelled him to speak out about a research project he had managed on side guards, which are barriers that block the gaps on the lower sides of large trucks.
"That's when I thought, 'Oh, my project. My project has real, personal implications. It could prevent the death of innocent people out there,'" Kwan told me.
This week, crash survivors and people who have lost loved ones on the nation's roads convened in D.C. for the 2024 Capitol Hill Roadway Safety Advocacy Days. They came together to advocate safer streets. But in the weeks leading up to that public gathering, private conversations have been occurring among some of those families because of the information Kwan has brought forward on side guards.
In a notarized statement he submitted to the Advisory Committee on Underride Protection -- which exists to provide information, advice and recommendations to the secretary of transportation on safety regulations related to underride crashes -- Kwan details the project he managed and raises concerns that the most important parts of the final report were suppressed.
He explains that in 2017, he proposed that his agency fund research to evaluate the effects of combining side guards with aerodynamic skirts on tractor trailers and single-unit trucks. He says he regarded the cost-benefit analysis as the most important part of the project because "if side guards would both protect the safety of vulnerable road users while at the same time offer improved fuel efficiency and reduce fuel costs, the industry might adopt such side guards voluntarily." (Other countries require trucks to have side guards. The United States does not).
The research found that adding those side guards to trucks would be cost-beneficial, Kwan says. He describes sharing that information during a presentation with staff at the American Trucking Associations and receiving negative feedback. Later, he says, he also encountered resistance from a senior official at the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, who urged him not to release the report.
When Kwan retired in 2019, he left the report complete and awaiting final approval for public release, he says. When he recently went to read the report published on the DOT's website, he says, he was "shocked and appalled."
"Most of the chapters, including the critical one on cost benefit analysis, have been stripped out and the report now is nothing more than just a literature review," his statement reads. He goes on to say: "Suppressing this research was unacceptable and wrong. A new semitrailer costs tens of thousands of dollars, and adding a side guard to it costs mere pennies on the dollar to save an innocent victim's life. I would pay a penny for an engineering solution. The ATA didn't want to do that. The cost of their influence with officials in the U.S. DOT will be borne by many more innocent victims."
He notes in his statement that the research, which was conducted by Volpe National Transportation Systems Center, was funded by $200,000 in taxpayer money.
"More than public safety was harmed," he says. "U.S. taxpayers did not receive what they paid for. This constitutes waste, fraud and abuse of taxpayer money."
On Wednesday, a letter signed by about two dozen people was sent to the inspector general for the U.S. Department of Transportation, citing Kwan's statement. The letter calls for an investigation into whether the DOT "engaged in misconduct and abuse, breached ethics rules and agency standards of conduct, and violated federal law when they suppressed taxpayer-financed research on reducing pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities in crashes with the sides of large commercial freight trucks."
The signatures on the letter belong to a former NHTSA official, people associated with national organizations and individuals who have lost loved ones in underride crashes. Several are signed, "in memory of." One is signed "bereaved father of."
A DOT spokesperson said because of the nature of the allegations from Kwan and the department's standard processes, the matter has been referred to the department's Office of Inspector General.
That spokesperson also provided a statement pointing out the many actions the current administration has taken when it comes to addressing underrides.
"Delivering on several mandates from the 2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, DOT has taken additional steps to gather information and data to support evidence-based decision-making concerning rear and side underride guards, such as establishing DOT's Advisory Committee on Underride Protection, which includes families of underride crash victims, truck safety organizations, vehicle crash investigators, law enforcement, labor organizations, motor vehicle engineers, insurance industry, motor carriers, independent owner-operators, and truck and trailer manufacturers," the statement reads. "NHTSA will continue to meet with all stakeholders and crash victim family members to improve safety and reduce fatalities."
Marianne Karth is the woman who emailed Kwan. She had been looking for him for months to discuss his research project when she found him through a website for biblical counselors.
Karth became a road safety advocate in all-too-common way -- through loss. She was driving three of her children in May 2013 when traffic slowed and a truck hit the family's car, causing it to spin and slide partially under a tractor-trailer. Karth and her son were sitting in the front of the car and survived. Her daughters, 13-year-old Mary and 17-year-old AnnaLeah, were in the back seat and did not.
Karth told me recently that May used to be her favorite month: "It is now one day after another after another of horrible memories."

The gravesite of AnnaLeah Karth and Mary Karth, sisters who died after a crash in 2013. (Marianne Karth)


Karth's experience and the experience of others who have lost loved ones in crashes with trucks -- including the family of U.S. diplomat Sarah Langenkamp, who left Ukraine only to die after the driver of a truck struck her bike on a Maryland road -- is why Kwan's statement matters. We can debate and disagree on traffic safety measures, but to do that in a way that moves us forward, we need to first be given all the information that is available.
The trucking industry has publicly pushed against side guard requirements, and federal officials have pointed to their high costs and low benefits. An advance notice of proposed rulemaking released last year by NHTSA says that a side guard requirement would save about 17 lives and prevent 69 serious injuries a year at an annual cost between $970 million and $1.2 billion. A person familiar with Kwan's research project said the above analysis didn't take into account findings from it, including potential fuel savings or the more than 100 pedestrian and bicyclist deaths that could be prevented each year with side guards.
Large trucks, and those who operate them, play a crucial role in our economy. Kwan knows that better than most. He spent nearly 20 years working for the Department of Transportation, and he speaks about trucks with reverence.
"Every piece of food you get, any clothing, anything you buy in the store was delivered by a truck," he told me. "People don't think about that."
When I asked him why he decided to speak out after receiving that email, he said the Bible talks about bringing light to the darkness, and he believes information paid for by the public should be made public. He noted that he personally has nothing to gain.
"I really don't care for publicity," he said. "But I do care for public safety."
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See rare video of northern lights dancing over the Washington Monument
Even though clouds in the D.C. area mostly obscured the epic display of auroras, a short window opened up just before dawn Saturday when the clouds parted.
By Jason Samenow | 2024-05-15

A stunning light display of the Aurora Borealis glowed over the nation's capital on May 11.


Rare, possibly one-of-a-kind video has emerged of the northern lights dancing over the National Mall and Washington Monument. Even though clouds in the D.C. area mostly obscured the epic display of auroras -- which was seen in all 50 states and Puerto Rico -- a short window opened up just before dawn Saturday when the clouds parted.
Billie Mitchell, a professional camera operator and cinematographer, was ready for the moment the northern lights broke out. From his 21st-floor apartment in Crystal City, he started shooting at 3:50 a.m. and managed to capture what may be the only video of the northern lights in existence over Washington's skyline.
As the video opens, dancing, shimmering green lights sweep low in the northern sky.
Next, curtains of purple light streak from north to south at a higher altitude, passing directly over the Washington Monument.
Mitchell said in an email that this spectacle was not visible with the naked eye but that the more sensitive lens of his Sony RX100 V digital camera was able to pick up the auroras' magnificent color.
Auroras are created when energy and particles from the sun temporarily disturb Earth's magnetosphere, triggering a geomagnetic storm. Some solar particles travel along our planet's magnetic field lines into the upper atmosphere, exciting nitrogen and oxygen molecules and releasing photons of light in different colors.
The colors of an aurora correspond to the type and altitude of the element that is excited in Earth's atmosphere. Excited oxygen atoms glow red above 120 miles and glow green between 60 and 120 miles. Excited nitrogen atoms below 120 miles can glow pink or purple.
Friday night's clouds sent many Washingtonians to bed feeling cheated as beautiful scenes of the northern lights emerged from far-flung locations such as South Florida, Southern California and Texas. But, early risers -- or those who stayed up much of the night -- were rewarded when the clouds unexpectedly broke apart between 3:30 and 4 a.m. Saturday.
Because of the auroras' surprise appearance and the time of day, relatively few people captured images close to the District. But since Saturday, a couple dozen readers have sent us photos from the District and surrounding suburbs. Most of them said that they could see the auroras only with the aid of a camera, but a few -- especially those outside the Beltway and farther from city lights -- reported seeing them with their naked eyes. The most vibrant scenes sent to us came from the mountains in western Virginia, where the northern lights were visible -- at least for short periods -- on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights.
The sunspot area that produced the geomagnetic storm behind the auroras remains extremely active but is rotating away from Earth, meaning the D.C. area probably won't have another opportunity to see the northern lights in the near term. However, the sun is near the peak of its 11-year cycle during which it produces more geomagnetic storms than normal.
Below, find a set of photos from within a two-county radius of the District, shared with us by readers in recent days:
Inside the District

Northern lights photographed over the Key Bridge on Saturday. (Lauren Jelle)



From Northeast Washington on Saturday. (Katelyn Gallagher)


Arlington

Northern lights photographed from Arlington on Saturday. (Erin Donahue)



Also in Arlington on Saturday. (Kylie McCardle)


Falls Church

Seen from Falls Church on Saturday. (Heather Anne)


Springfield

From Springfield on Saturday. (Jennifer Argenta)


Herndon

Northern lights seen in Herndon on Saturday. (Katherine Stallings Scott)


Woodbridge

From Woodbridge on Saturday. (Jeff Yungk)


Warrenton

Northern lights as seen in Warrenton, Va., on Saturday. (Naomi Kudlak Silver)


La Plata

From La Plata, Md., on Saturday. (Scott Linsky)


Calvert County along the Bay

Northern lights over the Chesapeake Bay from Calvert County, Md., on Saturday. (Beau Finley)


Kasha Patel contributed to this report.
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Rating every game on the Commanders' 2024 schedule
Jayden Daniels's likely debut at Tampa Bay and a Week 3 trip to Cincinnati for "Monday Night Football" are among the more exciting games on the schedule.
By Scott Allen | 2024-05-16

Jayden Daniels at Commanders minicamp. (Simon Bruty for The Washington Post)


Last year, an ownership change many never expected to see in their lifetimes reinvigorated the Commanders' fan base ahead of what turned out to be a miserable 4-13 season. The changes in the five months since -- perhaps most notably the addition of Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback Jayden Daniels with the No. 2 overall pick in last month's draft -- has created even more anticipation for the franchise's 2024 campaign, the schedule for which was released Wednesday night.
My colleague Nicki Jhabvala has the full rundown of the Commanders' 17-game slate, which includes a Week 14 bye for the third straight year and a pair of prime time games on the road, but in keeping with a D.C. Sports Bog tradition established in 2014, here's a week-by-week look at how excited I am for each game on a scale of one to five golf outings (because the drama about the Commanders prospects' pre-draft trip to Topgolf remains a hoot one month later).
Week 1: Sunday, Sept. 8 at Tampa Bay (4:25 p.m.)
Daniels opted out of LSU's appearance in the ReliaQuest Bowl in Tampa on New Year's Day, but the last time he played a team from the Sunshine State, he burned Florida for 372 yards passing, 234 yards rushing and five total touchdowns in a 52-35 Tigers rout. The excitement level for the new QB's likely pro debut will be dialed all the way up when Washington, which has won three of its last four meetings with the Buccaneers, opens the regular season on the road for the first time since 2019.




Week 2: Sunday, Sept. 15 vs. N.Y. Giants (1 p.m.)
In his Commanders Field debut, Daniels could look to separate himself in the NFL rookie of the year race from Giants wide receiver and fellow top-10 pick Malik Nabers. The former LSU teammates made a $10,000 wager on who would win the award before the No Fun League sponsored by MGM, Caesars, FanDuel, DraftKings and the ghost of Gambet got wind of it and convinced both players to announce publicly that the bet had been called off. (C'mon, man!)




Week 3: Monday, Sept. 23 at Cincinnati (8:15 p.m.)
Washington hasn't played at Cincinnati since 2008, when quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick -- on only his second of nine NFL teams at the time -- led the Bengals to a 20-13 win. Joe Burrow is the conductor of Cincinnati's high-octane offense these days, and after undergoing wrist surgery that caused him to miss the last seven games of last season, he should be fully healthy for a "Monday Night Football" showdown between former Heisman Trophy-winning LSU QBs.




Week 4: Sunday, Sept. 29 at Arizona (4:05 p.m.)
During his four-year stint as coach of the Cardinals, first-year Commanders offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury lived in a gorgeous home and won his only game against Washington in Week 2 of the 2020 season. The Commanders opened last year with an ugly 20-16 win against Arizona at home, but Cardinals dual-threat quarterback Kyler Murray missed the game while recovering from a torn ACL. This is, by far, the longest trip of the season for Washington, which will travel the fewest linear air miles of any team.




Week 5: Sunday, Oct. 6 vs. Cleveland (1 p.m.)
The last time Washington hosted the Browns, former Commanders Coach Ron Rivera seemingly had no idea his team could be eliminated from playoff contention with a loss in Week 17 of the 2022 season. The good news is Washington can't possibly be eliminated in Week 5. The bad news is the Browns, led by defensive end Myles Garrett, boast the nastiest defense Daniels and Co. will face all season.




Week 6: Sunday, Oct. 13 at Baltimore (1 p.m.)
The Ravens lead the all-time series 4-3, including a 31-17 win at FedEx Field in October 2020, which featured a 50-yard rushing touchdown by two-time MVP Lamar Jackson. The short trip is Washington's first to Charm City since 2016.




Week 7: Sunday, Oct. 20 vs. Carolina (4:05 p.m.)
Bryce Young struggled mightily as a rookie after the Panthers made the quarterback the No. 1 overall pick in last year's draft, but he'll have a couple of new weapons this season in former Steelers wide receiver Diontae Johnson and 2024 first-round pick Xavier Legette, a wideout from South Carolina whose accent was the talk of social media after his first news conference with his new team.




Week 8: Sunday, Oct. 27 vs. Chicago (1 p.m.)
Chicago snapped a franchise-worst 14-game losing streak with a 40-20 Week 5 rout of Washington on "Thursday Night Football" last season. This year's game will mark a reunion with edge rusher Montez Sweat, who registered six sacks in nine games for the Bears after being traded at the deadline, and give Washington its first look at D.C. native and former Gonzaga star quarterback Caleb Williams, who went one pick before Daniels.




Week 9: Sunday, Nov. 3 at N.Y. Giants (1 p.m.)
The Giants will wear a special patch on their jerseys to commemorate the franchise's 100th season. They should consider wearing a special patch on their jerseys to commemorate Daniel Jones's sixth season as the starting QB. The former Duke standout is 5-1-1 with 10 touchdown passes and three interceptions in his career against Washington, and 17-35 against the rest of the league. Danny Dimes missed both games against the Commanders in 2023 because of injury, but New York still managed to sweep the season series for the third time in the last five years.




Week 10: Sunday, Nov. 10 vs. Pittsburgh (1 p.m.)
The Commanders handed the Steelers their first loss in a stunning upset win at Pittsburgh in Week 11 of the 2020 season, but Washington's last home win against Pittsburgh came in 1988. In two regular season home losses in prime time since then, the Commanders were outscored 61-19, much to the delight of the Terrible Towel-waving fans who made up a majority of the crowd for both games.




Week 11: Thursday, Nov. 14 at Philadelphia (8:15 p.m.)
I'd be more excited about Washington's first "Thursday Night Football" game against the Eagles if I didn't still have nightmares of A.J. Brown torching the Commanders for nine catches, 175 yards and two scores in Philadelphia's overtime win at Lincoln Financial Field last year.




Week 12: Sunday, Nov. 24 vs. Dallas (1 p.m.)
The last man to go directly from Cowboys coordinator to Washington head coach lost both games and was outscored 65-14 by Dallas in his first season with the burgundy and gold. Dan Quinn should have no trouble clearing the low bar set by Norv Turner in 1994. Right?




Week 13: Sunday, Dec. 1 vs. Tennessee (1 p.m.)
The Titans will be virtually unrecognizable with Derrick Henry no longer in the backfield and first-year Coach Brian Callahan instead of Mike Vrabel calling the shots. Second-year quarterback Will Levis and wide receivers DeAndre Hopkins, Calvin Ridley and Tyler Boyd will test Washington's young secondary.




Week 14: Bye
Week 15: Sunday, Dec. 15 at New Orleans (1 p.m.)
It's a potential reunion with former No. 2 overall pick Chase Young, who signed a one-year deal with the Saints in March after Washington traded him to the 49ers at last year's deadline. The Commanders' last win in New Orleans was quarterback Robert Griffin III's dazzling debut in 2012. #Danielsing, anyone?




Week 16: Sunday, Dec. 22 vs. Philadelphia (1 p.m.)
Sam Howell threw for 397 yards and four touchdowns, but it wasn't enough in a 38-31 home loss to the Eagles last October. Philadelphia, which is one of six playoff teams on the Commanders' schedule, bolstered its offense with the signing of former Giants running back Saquon Barkley.




Week 17: TBD vs. Atlanta (TBD)
Kirk Cousins led a "You like that!" chant in the visitors' locker room and danced shirtless on the Vikings' team plane after leading Minnesota to a 20-17 win over Washington in his first road game against his former team in November 2022. He'll return to Landover as a member of the Falcons after signing a four-year, $180 million free agent deal in March.




Week 18: TBD at Dallas (TBD)
At least the Cowboys won't ruin Commanders fans's Thanksgiving (or Christmas) this season. Washington's most recent trip to Jerry World was a 45-10 shellacking last Thanksgiving, which featured Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott eating a turkey leg on the sideline midway through the fourth quarter and led to defensive coordinator Jack Del Rio's firing. It's the third straight year Dallas and Washington will meet in Week 18.




(Washington Post illustration by Michael Domine; iStock)
To recap:
5 golf outings: at Tampa Bay, vs. Dallas, at Cincinnati
4: vs. N.Y. Giants, vs. Chicago, at Baltimore, vs. Philadelphia
3: at Philadelphia, vs. Pittsburgh, vs. Atlanta, at Dallas
2: vs. Cleveland, vs. Carolina, at N.Y. Giants, at New Orleans
1: at Arizona, vs. Tennessee
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Commanders will start a new era with a palatable 2024 schedule
The new-look Washington Commanders finally have their 2024 schedule, which starts with a trip to Tampa and ends a road game against the Dallas Cowboys.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-05-16

The Commanders will have nine home games in the 2024 season, starting with the New York Giants in Week 2. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Over the past five months, the Washington Commanders have overhauled their front office, hired a new coaching staff, brought in more than two dozen free agents, drafted a Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback and instilled some hope that maybe, just maybe, the club that finished 4-13 last season and hasn't won a playoff game in 18 years could have a shot.
The NFL's schedule-makers did nothing to dampen those vibes.
The Commanders' 2024 opponents have been known since the end of last season, but the refurbished team got its first glimpse at the exact obstacles ahead when the league announced the schedule Wednesday. The bad news for Washington: Its bye is in Week 14 for the third season in a row and it has just two prime-time games -- a Monday night meeting with the Bengals in Cincinnati in Week 3 and a Thursday night game against the Eagles in Philadelphia in Week 11.
But the rest of the slate is palatable, at least compared with recent seasons, when Washington's schedule has been backloaded with divisional games, featured multiple trips out west or included a gantlet of formidable opposing quarterbacks.
Last season, the Commanders faced a brutal schedule -- the eighth toughest, based on opponents' combined record the previous season -- but their 2024 schedule is middle-of-the-pack, tied for the 16th most difficult.
The Commanders will open the season on the road for the first time since 2019 and will face the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, pitting two Heisman-winning quarterbacks -- Washington rookie Jayden Daniels and the Bucs' Baker Mayfield, who claimed the award in 2017.
The Commanders return home for Week 2 to take on the NFC East rival New York Giants, then face a tough two-game stretch in which they play the Bengals on the road on "Monday Night Football," then head west to take on offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's former team, the Arizona Cardinals.
But that is Washington's longest road trip of the season. The Commanders will travel the fewest linear miles of any team in the NFL, which should come as a relief after two West Coast games last season.
After hosting Deshaun Watson and the Cleveland Browns in Week 5, Washington will head up Interstate 95 to face the Baltimore Ravens at M&T Bank Stadium. It will be just the second time Lamar Jackson has faced Washington (he was responsible for three touchdowns in the Ravens' 31-17 win in 2020) and his first game against a player who idolized him and even drew comparisons ahead of the draft.
"I don't like to compare myself to anybody, but there are some similarities to what he is doing," Daniels said of Jackson at the NFL combine in February. "He is playing at a very high level -- kudos to him -- and he is the GOAT of this running and throwing. I am just trying to follow in his footsteps."
All teams play each other on a rotating cycle, thanks to an NFL schedule formula that began in 2002. This season, the Commanders will face all four teams in the AFC North and all four teams in the NFC South. They also will play two intraconference games and one interconference game based on their last-place ranking in their division last season.
Arizona is one of those intraconference matchups, while the Tennessee Titans, who hired Brian Callahan as their coach shortly after finishing fourth in the AFC South last season, serve as the interconference game in Week 13.
The other intraconference last-place game is the one to circle. The Commanders host Caleb Williams and the Chicago Bears in Week 8, a game that surprisingly will not be in prime time. It will be only the sixth time in the common draft era that rookie quarterbacks selected with the first and second picks could face each other. That game also will be Washington's first against the Bears since it traded pass rusher (and 2019 first-round draft pick) Montez Sweat to Chicago at last season's deadline.
Multiple Commanders players cited last season's blowout loss to the Bears as the turning point in their season. When the teams face each other this time, Chicago's roster will be significantly upgraded and more equipped to create matchup issues.
Yet Washington might still get another shot at former Bears quarterback Justin Fields, who is now in Pittsburgh. The Commanders host the Steelers in Week 10, then take on Jalen Hurts and the Eagles on only a few days of rest on "Thursday Night Football."
For the third consecutive season the Commanders will close out against the Cowboys, and this game will have even more significance with the hiring of Coach Dan Quinn, the Cowboys' former defensive coordinator, and the signings of multiple ex-Cowboys, including defensive end Dorance Armstrong and center Tyler Biadasz. The Commanders have lost their past three games at AT&T Stadium. The rivals' first meeting will be in Week 12 in Landover.
The Commanders will return from their bye to play at Caesars Superdome in New Orleans, home of Super Bowl LIX, for the first time since 2018. Washington has not won a game there since its 2012 opener, when Robert Griffin III threw for 320 yards and two touchdowns in his NFL debut.
Another reunion will take place in Week 17, when Kirk Cousins, now with the Atlanta Falcons, plays at Commanders Field for only the third time since leaving the franchise; he hasn't lost there as a visitor yet. That game will be the team's last of nine home games, which means it has two preseason games on the road, against the New York Jets and the Miami Dolphins. The dates and times for those games will be announced at a later date. The third and final preseason game will be in Landover against the New England Patriots on Aug. 25.
Despite the newness in Washington and the intrigue that comes with drafting a quarterback such as Daniels, the Commanders will not play internationally this year. The league's five international matchups -- two at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London; another at Wembley Stadium in London; one in Munich; and another, the first, in Sao Paulo, Brazil -- were announced early Wednesday.
But the many changes have the Commanders already lauding a renewed feeling in Ashburn.
"A completely different energy from the second we kind of walked into the first team meeting," wide receiver Jahan Dotson said this week. "Coach Quinn really emphasized that we're really a team. We got to come together as soon as possible so we can make things happen when the games roll around in the regular season."
That starts Sept. 8 in Tampa.
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The 21 can't-miss games on the 2024 NFL schedule
The NFL released its schedule for the 2024 season Wednesday night. Here's an early look at the most attractive games.
By Mark Maske | 2024-05-16

The Jets have to hope that Aaron Rodgers stays on the field for more than four plays this season. (Lynne Sladky/AP) 


The NFL has released its schedule for the 2024 season.
The league might go to an 18-game regular season in the coming years. For now, it remains a 17-game season over 18 weeks. The NFL will play on six days of the week in the coming season. There are Friday games in Week 1 and on the day after Thanksgiving. There are two Christmas Day games on a Wednesday. That's in addition to the usual slate of Sunday, Monday and Thursday games, along with late-season Saturday games. Only Tuesday is left out.
Here's a look at the can't-miss games on the schedule that was released Wednesday night.
Ravens at Chiefs, Sept. 5: The Chiefs begin their attempt to become the first team to win three straight Super Bowl titles by hosting the Ravens in the NFL's season-opening game on a Thursday night. Quarterback Patrick Mahomes will have some new wide receivers after the Chiefs signed Marquise "Hollywood" Brown and traded up in the opening round of the draft to select speedster Xavier Worthy, who ran the fastest 40-yard dash in scouting combine history. The playing status of Rashee Rice remains to be determined as he faces charges and possible NFL discipline for his role in a six-vehicle crash in March in Dallas. It's a rematch of the AFC championship game won by the Chiefs in Baltimore. That was another deflating postseason setback for quarterback Lamar Jackson and the Ravens after they had secured the AFC's top seed in an MVP season for Jackson.
Packers vs. Eagles in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Sept. 6: The NFL continues its attempt to broaden its global appeal by playing its first game in Brazil, scheduled for the Friday night of Week 1 and set to be aired by Peacock. It's an attractive matchup between NFC playoff teams from last season. It is the first of the NFL's five international games, including three in London and one in Munich.

The Bears already have named rookie Caleb Williams their starter at quarterback after choosing him No. 1 overall in the NFL draft. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images) (Michael Reaves)


Titans at Bears, Sept. 8: Caleb Williams makes his NFL debut. The Bears chose the quarterback who has prompted comparisons to Mahomes with the first pick and already have named him their season-opening starter. He is set up reasonably well for success with a supporting cast that includes DJ Moore, Keenan Allen and fellow prized rookie Rome Odunze at wide receiver, D'Andre Swift at tailback and Cole Kmet at tight end.
Patriots at Bengals, Sept. 8: The Patriots begin the post-Bill Belichick era with Jerod Mayo, the successor to the team's six-time Super Bowl-winning coach, making his NFL head coaching debut. It also could be the debut for rookie quarterback Drake Maye, unless the Patriots opt to use Jacoby Brissett as the starter to begin the season.
Jets at 49ers, Sept. 9: Aaron Rodgers makes his return to the Jets' lineup after suffering a torn Achilles' tendon in his left leg on the fourth offensive snap of his debut for his new team last season. If he again can resemble the quarterback who was a four-time MVP while with the Green Bay Packers, the Jets perhaps can reach contender status after upgrading their offensive line and wide receiver corps. Rodgers's re-debut for the Jets comes against the defending NFC champs on a Monday night. It's also a return to the Bay Area for the Northern California native who played in college at Cal and was passed over by the 49ers in favor of Alex Smith in the 2005 draft.
Bengals at Chiefs, Sept. 15: The Chiefs play a second straight difficult home game to begin the season, this time against the team they faced in the AFC championship game in the 2021 and '22 seasons. The Bengals seek to rebound after an injury-filled 2023 season for quarterback Joe Burrow.

Russell Wilson, benched late last season by the Broncos, makes his return to Denver in Week 2. (David Zalubowski/AP) 


Steelers at Broncos, Sept. 15: Quarterback Russell Wilson makes his return to Denver, potentially as the Steelers' starter. He signed a one-year, minimum-salary contract with the Steelers after being released by the Broncos. That came after the Broncos benched Wilson with two games remaining in the 2023 season. According to Wilson and the NFL Players Association, the team threatened in October to bench him for the rest of the season if he did not agree to adjust his contract and address an injury guarantee tied to a $37 million offseason payment. The Broncos must pay Wilson $37.79 million (while the Steelers pay him $1.21 million) for the 2024 season. The Steelers also traded for Justin Fields, but Wilson began the offseason program as the front-runner for the starting job.
Jets vs. Vikings in London, Oct. 6: The NFL plays the first of three games in London on consecutive Sundays in October, all at 9:30 a.m. Eastern time. It could be a quarterbacking matchup between Rodgers and Vikings rookie J.J. McCarthy. This game and the Jaguars-Bears meeting Oct. 13 will be held at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. That's followed by a Patriots-Jaguars game Oct. 20 at Wembley Stadium.
Bills at Texans, Oct. 6: Stefon Diggs faces his former team after the Bills traded the four-time Pro Bowl wide receiver to the Texans last month. It's an interesting matchup as the Bills attempt to keep their championship-contending window open while the Texans try to build on last season's success and become a mainstay in the AFC's upper tier with C.J. Stroud at quarterback.
Eagles at Giants, Oct. 20: Eagles tailback Saquon Barkley returns to the Meadowlands to face his former team in an NFC East matchup. He is unlikely to receive a warm reception, and his departure from the Giants in March in free agency was followed by the NFL initiating a review to determine whether the Eagles violated tampering rules.

Patrick Mahomes celebrates the Chiefs' victory over the 49ers in the Super Bowl in February in Las Vegas. (John Locher/AP) 


Chiefs at 49ers, Oct. 20: The Super Bowl rematch comes in Week 7 and will be carried by Fox, with Tom Brady in the broadcast booth. The 49ers did not trade wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk during the draft and have kept their core of top players mostly intact for another run at a Super Bowl title. But with that core group getting older and more expensive while quarterback Brock Purdy enters his final season before he'll be eligible for a lucrative contract extension, this could be the 49ers' last chance with this nucleus.
Ravens at Chargers, Nov. 25: It's a meeting of the Harbaugh brothers on Monday night. Chargers Coach Jim Harbaugh is making his return to the NFL after leading Michigan to a college national championship last season. John Harbaugh had the Ravens in the AFC championship game last season and now tries to get them back to the Super Bowl.

Lions fans watch last year's Thanksgiving Day game. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post) 


Bears at Lions / Giants at Cowboys / Dolphins at Packers, Nov. 28: The Lions and Cowboys again should be among the NFC's top contenders, which should make for an interesting trio of games on Thanksgiving.
Raiders at Chiefs, Nov. 29: The NFL again plays a game on the Friday after Thanksgiving. Last year's forgettable game included the "Fail Mary" by the Jets, as fill-in quarterback Tim Boyle somehow managed to throw an interception returned 99 yards for a touchdown on a Hail Mary at the end of the first half during a loss to the Miami Dolphins.
Falcons at Vikings, Dec. 8: Quarterback Kirk Cousins returns to Minneapolis after leaving the Vikings to sign a four-year, $180 million contract with the Falcons in free agency. The NFL is reviewing the Falcons' dealings with Cousins to determine whether they violated tampering rules, adding further intrigue to this matchup. The Falcons' controversial decision to use the No. 8 selection in the draft on quarterback Michael Penix Jr. will intensify the scrutiny on the relationship between Cousins and his new team.
Texans at Chiefs, Dec. 21: The Texans are trying to take the next step. They get to see how they measure up against the team that has become the NFL's standard of greatness.
Chiefs at Steelers / Ravens at Texans, Dec. 25: The NFL will play two games on Christmas, a Wednesday, both carried by Netflix. The same four teams will play Saturday games four days earlier Dec. 21, with the Steelers playing in Baltimore that day.
Lions at 49ers, Dec. 30: It's a "Monday Night Football" rematch of the NFC championship game won by the 49ers in Santa Clara, Calif. The Lions get their opportunity to demonstrate that they have overtaken the 49ers as the team to beat in the NFC.
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The Chargers' 'Sims' NFL schedule-release video was the best of the best
The Chargers again showed why they are the reigning kings of this increasingly competitive genre, while the Falcons and Bears also delivered top-notch productions.
By Des Bieler | 2024-05-16

Chargers fans cheer during the NFL draft earlier this year. (Paul Sancya/AP Photo) 


By now, NFL teams (or at least their social media managers) understand the assignment: Create schedule-release videos that are either amusingly creative, creatively amusing or just plain attention-grabbing in some way.
The bar has been set fairly high over the past few years, but several franchises managed to clear it with ease Wednesday night. As for some other teams, well, there's always the day next year when the NFL again reveals all the details of when and where its 272 regular season games will be contested.
Here is an unofficial ranking of all 32 offerings. The top ones are embedded, with the others linked out of the team names.
Los Angeles Chargers
Stellar efforts in the past gave the Chargers a tough standard to meet, and it was more than mission accomplished in this blink-and-you-missed-it, "Sims"-inspired maelstrom of shots at opponents. The reigning kings of this little corner of the NFL world, the Chargers retain their crown.
Atlanta Falcons
Earned top marks for a very entertaining tour through their schedule, imagined as sequences from a video game.
Chicago Bears
Wide receiver D.J. Moore plays Ferris Bueller as opponents are represented by other high school students (portrayed mostly by fellow Chicago players), with some "Breakfast Club" nostalgia mixed in. Not exactly hilarious, but I give it high marks for effort.
Cleveland Browns
An entertaining bowling alley theme. Bonus points for a cameo at the end by Pete "Who do you think you are? I am!" Weber.
Carolina Panthers
Carolina players are invited to "paint your teammate," which leads to plenty of laughs, at least for them. Bonus points for leading with rookie wide receiver Xavier Legette, the team's first-round pick, and his phenomenal South Carolina accent.
Denver Broncos
Formula One star Lewis Hamilton, a part-owner of the franchise, tries foods related to opponents' locales. The 39-year-old Brit does a good job carrying the bit with a wide variety of reactions, from hearty approval to "that's prison food -- that one really offended me."
Washington Commanders
If you have a sweet tooth you'll enjoy this visually arresting "Cake or not cake" theme, with some delicious-looking baked items, plus some not-so-tasty stand-ins for other teams such as a cactus. Bonus points for not trying to stick a knife into a live kitten.
Los Angeles Rams
Engrossing animation sweeps viewers through a set of jabs at Rams' foes. A strong, classic example of the schedule-release genre.
Cincinnati Bengals
A group of team mascots takes on a youth football team and generally makes life miserable for the youngsters. Hey, cheap laughs are still laughs.
Baltimore Ravens
Comedian and proud Baltimore native Stavros Halkias roams around his hometown engaging in wackiness before the scene shifts to Los Angeles for a bonus points-adding exchange with a noted relative of Ravens Coach John Harbaugh.
Detroit Lions -- Tim Robinson and Sam Richardson reprise their "Detroiters" roles, to intermittently amusing effect. At the risk of sounding greedy, I was hoping for just a bit more from this.
Pittsburgh Steelers -- Team members tell dad jokes to an unimpressed James Harrison. Points deducted for being way too up Russell Wilson's alley.
Tennessee Titans -- A reprise of last year's interviews with revelers and others prowling downtown Nashville, with similarly droll results.
New England Patriots -- Julian Edelman plays a team facility custodian in an homage to "Good Will Hunting," with Rob Gronkowski in the Ben Affleck role, capped at the end by a nod to "The Town." Definitely aimed at Bostonians, and pretty much only Bostonians.
Jacksonville Jaguars -- A takeoff on Disney's "X-Men: '97," except in this case it's a crowd-pleasing "Jags: '95." Not as many jokes as I would have expected, but there is a masked villain representing Aaron Rodgers's Jets who is shown holding a "My own research" sign.
Seattle Seahawks -- Seattle took an inventive approach by posting a superhero-themed, "scheduleverse" video before the magic hour of 8 p.m., then releasing comic book-cover images for each week. The video, which includes vocal work by actor Chris Pratt, is just okay, but the covers help sell the whole concept.
Indianapolis Colts -- Apart from an overtly comedic turn from Coach Shane Steichen, Indy mostly went for charm by featuring players interacting with a second-grade class. It's a nice piece that didn't feel particularly memorable.
Green Bay Packers -- Jordan Love, Jaire Alexander and Preston Smith hold "pep rally auditions" and react to a somewhat zany cast of characters. Bonus points for showing some love to former Packers quarterback Don "Majik Man" Majkowski.
Tampa Bay Buccaneers -- As with the Panthers' video, Tampa Bay goes with a theme of creating art, but from a much more earnest perspective. All in all, a very tasteful production that smartly draws in Bucs fans by including a number of team stars from the past.
Houston Texans -- Makes use of industrial equipment to crush representations of their opponents (e.g., M&M candy for Detroit, get it?). A simple approach that provides visual (and some audio) appeal.
Kansas City Chiefs -- Oh, this is awkward. Kansas City basically had the same idea as Houston (or vice versa), filmed in an almost identical way. Good thing it's a good idea.
New Orleans Saints -- Features interviews for the team's next social media intern, featuring current and former team members, plus familiar faces from the NFL world. Solid but not spectacular.
Buffalo Bills -- Quarterback Josh Allen is seen living on the construction site for a new stadium in Orchard Park. Buffalo fans who love Allen (i.e., all Buffalo fans) will enjoy this, while others, I suspect, will remain unmoved.
Dallas Cowboys -- An image of team-related figures is sent via FaceTime to people of varying degrees of fame who have connections to the various opponents on the schedule. John Wall makes an appearance as the video reaches Dallas's Week 7 bye. Points deducted for appearing to serve as an advertisement for a prominent ticket-selling and -purchasing platform.
Philadelphia Eagles -- Philly fans receive "psychological assessments" consisting of their reactions to Rorschach-like images of their opponents' logos, leading to a couple of entertaining moments.
Las Vegas Raiders -- Maybe it's just me, but trying to hark back to the team's glorious past with a recitation of the "Autumn Wind" poem while showing scenes of casinos and palm trees just doesn't really seem to work.
New York Jets -- Internet personalities known for creating wacky challenges for passersby do their thing on behalf of the team. Not much of a payoff here.
Arizona Cardinals -- Local spray-paint artists are highlighted in a civic-minded video that doesn't deliver a lot of entertainment value.
San Francisco 49ers -- A set of slightly animated drawings for each matchup, with some helpful sound effects. Meh.
Miami Dolphins -- In keeping with the vaunted speed on Miami's offense, it opted for a "fastest schedule release" video that checks in at 22 seconds, including less than one for the actual sight of the schedule scrolling across the screen. Turns out that brevity isn't always the soul of wit.
Minnesota Vikings -- If the team's schedules over the years were mobile phones or a similar tech gadget, this is what a pitch for the latest, cutting-edge model would look like.
New York Giants -- In a man-on-the-street video posted an hour before the official release-drop time, the Giants showed people expressing apathy toward season-schedule videos, then simply shared an image of their schedule at the appointed hour. Suffice it to say that a sweat was not broken by this social media crew.
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Lionel Messi, MLS's biggest star, is also its highest-paid player
Regarded as one of soccer's all-time greats, Messi is in his first full season in the league.
By Steven Goff | 2024-05-16

In his first full season in MLS, Lionel Messi has recorded 10 goals and 12 assists in just nine appearances. (Minas Panagiotakis/Getty Images)


By a wide margin, Inter Miami superstar Lionel Messi remains the top-paid player in MLS history with overall annual compensation of $20.4 million, according to MLS Players Association data released Thursday.
Regarded as one of soccer's all-time greats, the 36-year-old Argentine forward is in his first full season in the league following his celebrated arrival from Paris Saint-Germain last summer.
After an injury-plagued campaign last year, Messi has been a sensation this spring with 10 goals and a league-high 12 assists in just nine appearances (eight starts). Miami (8-2-4) is atop the overall standings heading into Saturday's match against D.C. United (4-4-5) in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Messi missed Wednesday's visit to Orlando with a knee injury but seems likely to be in uniform this weekend.
The MLSPA releases the salary list each spring and fall. Messi's compensation is the same as last year, with a base salary of $12 million and more than $8 million in annualized signing and guaranteed bonuses.
Through his agreement with Inter Miami and MLS, however, he also receives a cut of the league's TV deal with Apple TV. MLS and Apple, which streams all games, are in the second of a 10-year deal worth $2.5 billion.
Overall, Messi will collect between $50 million and $60 million per year, Miami owner Jorge Mas has said. His contract runs through the 2025 season.
Messi also makes an estimated $65 million annually in endorsement deals.
Miami midfielder Sergio Busquets is third on the MLS list at $8.8 million overall, but second in base salary at $8.5 million. Former FC Barcelona teammates Messi, Busquets and Jordi Alba moved to MLS last year before being joined this season by ex-Barcelona colleague Luis Suarez, who is tied for the MLS scoring lead with 11 goals.
Alba and Suarez make $1.5 million apiece.
About 13 percent of MLS's 866 players earn at least $1 million and 26 percent receive less than $100,000. The minimum is $71,401. The average base is $513,075, an 8.4 percent increase over 2023.
Toronto FC has two players in the top 10: Lorenzo Insigne is No. 2 at $15.4 million and Federico Bernardeschi is No. 6 at $6.3 million.
The top-paid newcomers are the New York Red Bulls' Emil Forsberg (No. 7 at $6 million) and Orlando City's Luis Muriel (No. 12 at $4.3 million).
Christian Benteke -- who, in his second full season with D.C., shares the MLS scoring lead -- is No. 11 at $4.4 million, the same as last year.
The salary list revealed the roster challenges facing United's new coach (Troy Lesesne) and general manager (Ally Mackay), who inherited sizable contracts for players returning from long-term injuries and who do not fit into the team's new playing system.
Midfielder Martin Rodriguez ($1.4 million) has logged 76 minutes in five appearances as a sub after missing last season with an ACL injury. United is not expected to exercise his contract option this winter.
After recovering from a broken ankle, left back Mohanad Jeahze ($687,500) has been in uniform twice and played one minute. His contract is guaranteed through 2025. United has been seeking to trade him or transfer him abroad.
United's third player topping $1 million is midfielder Mateusz Klich ($2.1 million). Cincinnati, Miami and Seattle have six players apiece over $1 million.
The only U.S. player in the top 20 is Nashville SC center back Walker Zimmerman (tied for No. 17 at $3.5 million).
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Gen Z is coming for the NBA. Paolo Banchero is ready to lead the movement.
Banchero got his first taste of the playoffs this season with the Orlando Magic. He should be a postseason fixture going forward.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-05-16

All-star forward Paolo Banchero enjoyed a strong postseason debut even though his Orlando Magic fell to the Cleveland Cavaliers in the first round. (John Raoux/AP)


Paolo Banchero processed the sting from the Orlando Magic's first-round playoff exit by getting straight back to work. There was plenty for the all-star forward to lament -- a narrow loss to the Cleveland Cavaliers in Game 5 and a second-half collapse in Game 7 -- but within a few days his focus had shifted to the opportunity before him.
As the 21-year-old Banchero began assembling his offseason workout schedule last week, he observed the NBA's rapidly changing landscape. Anthony Edwards, the Minnesota Timberwolves' 22-year-old guard, was going toe-to-toe with the defending champion Denver Nuggets. Twenty-five-year-old stars Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and Luka Doncic were dueling in the Western Conference semifinals; Jayson Tatum, 26, and Tyrese Haliburton, 24, were eyeing the Eastern Conference finals.
Meanwhile, after dominating the discourse and leading title teams for more than a decade, the league's most prominent elder millennials -- LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Stephen Curry -- were all on summer vacation. Younger millennials such as Giannis Antetokounmpo, Joel Embiid and Anthony Davis had been sent packing, too. The NBA's power balance had finally shifted to Generation Z, the label given to people born between 1997 and 2012.
"A lot of these guys I'm playing against -- KD, Bron, Steph, Paul George, [James] Harden -- I've been watching since I was 8 or 9 years old," Banchero said by telephone from Orlando shortly after the Magic's May 5 finale. "Now that I'm in the league, it puts into perspective how long these guys have been playing at a super high level. There's a lot of young talent that's on the rise quick. There's some of that where the guard is changing. These younger players are starting to have teams built around them and they're in position to take over. You look at [Edwards]. The team he has around him is one of the best in the NBA. That's motivation for me."
Banchero, the No. 1 pick in 2022 NBA draft and the 2023 rookie of the year, has wasted no time becoming the face of Orlando's own promising youth movement, earning his first all-star nod in February. Despite having the NBA's fourth-youngest roster and second-cheapest payroll, the Magic won 47 games, its most since 2010-11, and claimed the East's No. 5 seed. Fierce and cohesive, Orlando showed major progress from the team that won 34 games last season and just 22 in 2021-22, the season before Banchero's arrival.
"We've got to remember where this organization and team was just two years ago," said former NBA player Mike Miller, Banchero's agent and president of LIFT Sports Management. "They've come a long way. Some people would say [Banchero is] ahead of schedule, but in his mind and my mind, he's right on schedule. He has the maturity and desire to be the face of the league."
Banchero averaged 22.6 points, 6.9 rebounds and 5.4 assists in the regular season, but he kicked his game up a notch in the playoffs by posting 27.0 points, 8.6 rebounds and 4.0 assists per game against a quality Cavaliers defense. James and Doncic are the only other players in NBA history to match those playoff numbers at age 21 or younger.
While Orlando didn't telegraph its interest in Banchero during the pre-draft process, he has already emerged as the organization's first franchise player since Dwight Howard, the 2004 No. 1 pick who played eight seasons with the Magic before his 2012 departure.
"He never backed down," Magic Coach Jamahl Mosley said after Banchero posted 38 points and 16 rebounds in the Game 7 loss. "He wanted every ounce of whatever [the Cavaliers] were throwing at him. He did a great job attacking the rim, trying to find guys and rebounding the basketball. All the things we've asked him to do in these big moments, he did. This [first-round exit] wasn't the outcome we wanted, but to see this young man embrace the stage and the spotlight is something you can look forward to in the future."
That Banchero and the Magic have taken to each other so quickly is something of a surprise. The two parties communicated only a few times before the draft, leading Banchero to conclude he would probably land with the Oklahoma City Thunder at No. 2 or the Houston Rockets at No. 3. A draft week Zoom call with Mosley and Magic executives finally let Banchero know the organization had serious interest in selecting him.
"I didn't know a lot about Orlando," he said. "I probably knew two of three of their players. I didn't know anyone else or the coach, really. Being from Seattle, the Orlando Magic don't get a lot of airtime on TV, especially on my side of the country. Aaron Gordon was the last Magic player I had seen on TV."

The Orlando Magic made Paolo Banchero the top pick in the 2022 NBA draft, a decision that has fueled a quick turnaround. (John Minchillo/AP)


The television networks still haven't caught on to the Magic, but Banchero has found a home as the offensive anchor of a defensive-minded team. Mosley oversaw a physical and unrelenting defense that ranked third in the NBA during the regular season, while Banchero posted team highs in points, assists and usage rate on a roster that was lacking in proven playmakers and ballhandlers.
Orlando's staff has helped Banchero expand his scoring profile beyond his bread-and-butter midrange jumpers and trim the lowest-percentage looks from his shooting diet, developments that paid dividends in the playoffs. His physicality attracted extra defensive attention from the Cavaliers, who aimed to keep him out of the paint, and his improved outside shooting kept the Magic's offense from stalling out at key moments.
In a sign of his positional versatility, Banchero often functioned as a 6-foot-10 point forward for Orlando after being deployed by USA Basketball Coach Steve Kerr as an undersized center during last year's FIBA World Cup. Banchero's ceiling as a player should continue to rise as he blossoms outside the traditional mold of a scoring forward.
"MVP is the award you dream about," he said. "I don't think it's unrealistic for me to get there at some point. I'm trying to be the complete player. I'm not there yet. But that's my vision for myself: A guy who doesn't have any weaknesses on either side of the floor and who can go out there and do everything. Once I got drafted, all that was on my mind was being the best rookie. I kind of got anxious heading into my second year [because] I was back along with everybody else and part of the field. My mission is to be the best in the league."
When USA Basketball revealed its 12-man roster for this summer's Paris Olympics, Banchero was one of several rising stars left off the veteran-dominated squad. Since the April announcement, two frontcourt players included on the Olympic team -- Embiid and Kawhi Leonard -- were limited by health concerns during the playoffs.
Grant Hill, USA Basketball's managing director, said last month that the program had a "contingency plan at every position" in the event of player injuries or withdrawals. Banchero was noncommittal about whether he would accept a late invite if a spot becomes available.

Paolo Banchero was selected to USA Basketball's FIBA World Cup team last year but was not included on its 12-man roster for the Paris Olympics. (Aaron Favila/AP)


"If something was to happen like that, I would have to talk to my people and make a decision," he said. "I enjoyed my experience last summer, but I feel like having a full summer [to train] would help me a lot."
Miller said Banchero's comprehensive offseason regimen is focused on his conditioning, catch-and-shoot efficiency and explosive moves to earn free throws. Eventually, the hope is that Banchero can become the first Magic player to average 30 points per game since Tracy McGrady in 2002-03.
To help make that a reality, Orlando, which has been linked to Golden State Warriors forward Klay Thompson in free agency rumors, must add complementary offensive threats.
"[The front office] wants two-way guys who add to what we already have in terms of our defensive identity, length and versatility," Banchero said. "Shooting is a big part of what we need to improve on, whether we go and get somebody or try to develop guys. I don't know which way they're going to approach that. And having a guy who can set the table and be reliable. We have a lot of talented guys who can make shots and make plays: me, Franz [Wagner] and Jalen Suggs. I would rather be more of an offensive hub than the point guard, if that makes sense."
Miller said the Magic should be careful not to "overreact too much" this summer, but he agreed that acquiring "shooting and another playmaker" should be an organizational focus because Banchero "had a lot of heavy lifting this year."
Whether or not Banchero finds his way to Paris, his top priority is leading Orlando to its first playoff series victory since Howard led a 2010 Eastern Conference finals run.
Such a sharp change in fortune seemed highly unlikely when the NBA world waited to see whether the Magic would select Banchero, Chet Holmgren or Jabari Smith Jr. with the first pick two years ago, but the rise of Edwards's Timberwolves, Gilgeous-Alexander's Thunder and Haliburton's Indiana Pacers this season has made the goal seem more attainable.
"In terms of the playoff environment and the stage, I definitely felt at home with the slower pace and the physicality that the refs let go," Banchero said. "The possessions matter more. It all suits me better. I fell in love with it right away. We have a lot of guys [like Wagner and Suggs] who have winning in their DNA, and it's only a matter of time before it translates to success in the league. People need to watch out. They'll see eventually. We're trying to come for it all."

The Orlando Magic has the ability to build around its young core with significant salary cap flexibility this summer. (Julio Aguilar/Getty Images)
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For Caitlin Clark, an ugly stat sheet, a blowout loss and a WNBA lesson
Caitlin Clark's WNBA debut was a tonic to the billowing anticipation, filled with some un-Caitlin like moments.
By Candace Buckner | 2024-05-15

Caitlin Clark had 20 points and 10 turnovers in her WNBA debut, a blowout loss. (Elsa/Getty Images) 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. -- The thing about anticipation: It builds up hope. Just like it did ahead of Caitlin Clark's WNBA debut. The scores of fans inside Mohegan Sun Arena must have been anticipating the spectacular, something truly special, on Tuesday night. Why else buy those overpriced T-shirts that splashed Clark's name where the moniker of her professional team should have been? And why else drive hours to a casino located on the edge of Connecticut and fill up an arena that hasn't produced a home-opening sellout crowd in two decades?
The expectation for Clark's first regular season game with the Indiana Fever was that high. But another thing about anticipation: There's almost bound to be a letdown.
Clark strolled into her big moment, confident in a black halter top and beaming for the cameras ahead of her first regular season game as a professional basketball player. As the realities of being a rookie began to set in, however, Clark looked much different. After committing her eighth turnover while still in the third quarter against the older and wiser Connecticut Sun, she no longer appeared ablaze with the embers of that familiar competitive fire. Clark lowered her head, fixed her hairband and masked any frustration behind a set of blank eyes.
Whatever the league's network partners who endlessly hyped this game and the announced 8,910 people who showed up were expecting from Clark's debut, they could not have anticipated this: 20 points (on 5-for-15 shooting) and 10 turnovers, a lowlight of a double-double that would make you want to burn the stat sheet. After the Sun's 92-71 dismantling of the Fever, Clark allowed a full hour to pass before facing the glare of the cameras again. Then during a postgame news conference, with her hair still wet from a shower, Clark sounded like an old vet, forcing a smile and speeding through her cliches.
"Just a lot to learn from, you know. It's the first one," she said. "There's going to be good ones, there's going to be bad ones and, you know, like we said in the locker room, we play on Thursday. You've got to learn from it and move on, and be ready to go."
Savvy speech aside, Clark is new to all this. Only a few months ago, Clark ruled the game of basketball as a collegian. While becoming the greatest scorer in NCAA Division I history, she redefined how we view the sport. When she played with the black-and-gold Iowa across her chest, the women's game was more watchable, and marketable, than men's college hoops. And that excitement has followed her into the WNBA.
Several of the Fever's road games have moved into larger venues. Those officially licensed T-shirts of Clark run at least $34.99 and draped the bodies of the largest contingent of fans inside the arena. Hours before the game, a sportsbook announced that more money had been wagered on Clark's debut than on Game 5 of the NBA's Eastern Conference semifinals between the New York Knicks and Indiana Pacers. As Kelly Krauskopf, the assistant general manager for the Pacers who formerly led the Fever's basketball operations, recently told me, she has been around the women's game and has seen greatness before. However, Clark's arrival welcomed something new.
"The elevation of what's happening culturally in our American sports society is that men have decided that Caitlin Clark is good enough to talk about," Krauskopf said.
So she's swelling the attention, as well as the anticipation. But those expecting Clark to just pick up where she left off in college aren't accounting for all of the great players she will now face in the WNBA. She's playing against grown women who will force her to throw bad passes out of double-team traps. They're not going to stand there and allow Clark to be the conductor of a beautiful basketball symphony as she did for Iowa, pounding the rock while probing the defense. Instead, these career women will force her into discomfort and some very un-Caitlin-like moments:
At one point in the first half, her turnover tally growing, Clark was bringing the ball up court when Sun guard DiJonai Carrington stripped her clean at half court.
Near the end of the half, Clark thought she had a driving lane, until she grew acquainted with Rachel Banham's defense at the rim. Clark hit the court, hard, and her body instinctively curled before she got up to take two free throws.

Connecticut Sun guard DiJonai Carrington helped welcome Caitlin Clark to the WNBA. (Jessica Hill/AP)


Just before halftime, Clark had another pass intercepted, this time by 11-year veteran Alyssa Thomas, and grew irate over what she felt was a missed call. She first complained to Coach Christie Sides, then barked at a nearby official. Teammate Aliyah Boston had to redirect the rookie, latching onto Clark's left arm and getting in her ear. To Clark's credit, she listened.
And she returned. Though her shots began falling, the pressure of Connecticut's defense never relented and Clark's turnovers climbed.
"It's going back and watching video and showing [Clark] exactly some things that we can do to help her out to relieve some of that pressure," Sides said, explaining how the Fever can mitigate Clark's turnovers. "She's a rookie, you know. She's a rookie in this league. This is the best league in the world; we've got to teach her. We've got to teach her what these games are going to look like for her every single night, and we've got to eliminate some of that pressure on her. That's on me. That's on my staff to figure out."
A growing fan base in Indiana now awaits her home debut Thursday. Certainly, those fans will expect logo threes, dimes in transition and a glimpse of the Fever's future. Anticipation followed Clark into this league, and it's hard to be patient around such surging hope. The reality, however, might require them to wait.
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At the PGA Championship, they're talking golf (fun) and committees (ugh) 
As the PGA Championship makes a fourth turn at an humongous Valhalla course with a past both brief and storybook, much of the talk has been about bureaucracy. 
By Chuck Culpepper | 2024-05-16

Rory McIlroy signs autographs during a practice round before the PGA Championship. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images) 


LOUISVILLE -- The latest golf major operates by the latest golf major timetable. On Monday through Wednesday, there's some chatter about the garbled state of men's professional golf with ample talk about committees, a reminder that any sport suffers a suboptimal moment when there's ample talk about committees. On Thursday through Sunday, there's a golf competition. It's the fashionable delineation since Saudi-financed LIV Golf began luring PGA Tour players and the sport severed.
This time, the PGA Championship makes a fourth turn at Valhalla Golf Club, a humongous course with a past both brief and storybook, with new dad Scottie Scheffler trying to augment his PGA Tour dominance and his latest Masters win, and good old Rory McIlroy trying to win any major for the first time since he won the last PGA held here, in 2014. Unlike that time, or Tiger Woods's brilliant win over a brilliant Bob May in 2000, or Mark Brooks's playoff edging of Kentuckian Kenny Perry in 1996, there are politics and committees, two of the ogres people turn to sports to escape.
Players have talked golf and talked committee. They've talked committee because reporters have asked about committee. Reporters have asked about committee because committee matters more than ever as the battling hemispheres seek a reunion 11-plus months into a controversial agreement to seek a reunion. There has been a Wall Street dude's resignation from the PGA Tour policy board, one of a panoply of committees. There have been brushstrokes of pique in other places.
"The fans are probably as tired as we are of the talk not being about the game of golf and not being about the players," Woods said Tuesday.

"I think the fans are probably as tired as we are of the talk of not being about the game of golf and not being about the players," Tiger Woods said Tuesday. (Sue Ogrocki/AP)


Three players who spoke of both golf and committee here represent the moment as well as anyone because they're at varying junctures: the 48-year-old Woods, the 30-year-old Jordan Spieth and the 29-year-old Jon Rahm. Woods is both golf's Zeus and on the committee even though he's not a tour regular anymore; Spieth continues to seek a historic feat and is also on the committee; Rahm bailed last winter for the LIV pastures that manage to be both lusher and easier.
Rahm, after his 45th-place finish at the Masters and his seven LIV top-10s this year, spoke about his game in a manner golfers often speak: self-reassuringly. Asked about "issues," he balked: "I mean, I don't think my game is in any sort of issues. I didn't play good at Augusta, but so far I haven't missed a top 10 [on the LIV circuit]. I know it's smaller fields, but I've been playing good golf. It's just the one major that I played clearly wasn't great. Have I played my best golf? No. But I do feel the last few weeks, especially coming off Singapore, I felt I made a couple of tweaks that you wouldn't be able to tell. It's just very minor things."
Then he spoke about the other stuff, fielding a question about being on "the other side" with, "See, you guys keep saying 'the other side' but I'm still a PGA Tour member, whether suspended or not. I still want to support the PGA Tour. And I think that's an important distinction to make. I don't feel like I'm on the other side. I'm just not playing here."
That got a response bound for good shelf life from Arron Oberholser, of the PGA Tour and of Golf Channel, including, "I'm incensed by that, quite honestly," and the potentially eternal, "I want to wring his neck through the television."

Jordan Spieth just needs a PGA Championship to complete a career Grand Slam. (Christian Petersen/Getty Images) 


Spieth stands one PGA Championship win from the full dinner set, a collection attained only by five: Gene Sarazen, Ben Hogan, Jack Nicklaus, Gary Player and Woods. "It's very cool," Spieth said Tuesday, "but I would take any and all and as many majors as possible regardless of where they come. It's just kind of a cool thing if you're able to hold all four." Since winning the 2017 British Open at Royal Birkdale to give him three-quarters of the goodies, Spieth has ended PGA Championships tied for 28th, tied for 12th, tied for third, tied for 71st, tied for 30th, tied for 34th and tied for 29th.
He also joined the big committee -- the policy board -- in the meantime, and while keen observers wonder what has taken so long with the negotiations, he came from the rooms where it happens with a confusing sense of optimism. "I just continue to kind of chuckle because I only feel positive momentum when we're actually having these internal conversations," he said, "and then every time anything comes from the outside world, it's the opposite."
He also reinterpreted the meaning of the statement of resignation Monday by policy board member Jimmy Dunne, first reported by Sports Illustrated. Where Dunne's words included that "no meaningful process has been made towards a transaction with PIF" and that he felt "utterly superfluous," Spieth said: "You have a lot of strategic investors that know a heck of a lot more than any of us players. So that's a false narrative that players are determining all these things. That's not even what Jimmy was saying. Jimmy was saying more of the balance of things ..."
Golf-wise, Woods, who finished 60th in the Masters in his 92nd major tournament, worries about his "reps," as in, "I don't have a lot of competitive reps, so I am banking to rely on my practice sessions and getting stuff done either at home or here onsite." He returns to the site of one of his utmost triumphs, the win over May in 2000, at double the age of that occasion. And he returns as a committee member with an understanding of the occasional value of conflict.

Tiger Woods returns to the site of one of his utmost triumphs, the 2000 PGA Championship. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


"Well, the PGA Tour is for the players and by the players," he said. "So we have an influence and there's roles for the player directors and there's roles for the independents. We're trying to make the PGA Tour the best it can be day-in and day-out. That's one of the reasons why we have arguments and we have disagreements, but we want to do what's best for everyone in golf and the tour. Without those kind of conflicts, I don't think there's going to be that much -- the progress is not going to be there. So it's been good."
Whatever it has been, as another major dawns, Spieth made an observation crucial to the dreary moment.
"Well," he said, "there's a lot of committees."
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D.C. United's unbeaten run halted at home by New York Red Bulls
A game after a hat trick against Atlanta, Christian Benteke is held scoreless as United's home struggles continue.
By Steven Goff | 2024-05-16

D.C. United's Lucas Bartlett and the Red Bulls' Cameron Harper battle for the ball during Wednesday's match at Audi Field. (Geoff Burke/USA Today Sports) 


D.C. United's tasty spring took a sour turn Wednesday at Audi Field, beginning with a looping goal from great distance over a scrambling goalkeeper just before intermission and continuing in a five-minute meltdown early in the second half.
United has made notable strides under first-year coach Troy Lesesne, but on this gloomy night, D.C. was way off its game as it fell to the New York Red Bulls, 4-1, before an announced crowd of 17,417.
"For the last three weeks, we can feel good about our performance, and tonight doesn't just erase all that," Lesesne said. "We're building still. We can recognize tonight was a setback."
Elias Manoel, Cameron Harper and Lewis Morgan scored in the midsection of the match as the Red Bulls (6-2-5) extended their unbeaten streak against United to 6-0-1 in all competitions and took the first step toward retaining the Atlantic Cup, the annual series between the MLS founding members.
The result was a rude outcome for Lesesne, who was facing the Red Bulls for the first time since they decided to not retain him last fall after he served as interim coach.
United (4-4-5) had its three-game unbeaten run end in disappointing fashion following a 3-2 victory at Atlanta on Saturday. Christian Benteke, who entered the night tied for the league's scoring lead, did not receive the same stream of aerial service that he did while scoring three times on headers against Atlanta. And when he was in good position to score Wednesday, he didn't do well with his feet.
Now, D.C. must prepare for Lionel Messi (if he's healthy) and league-leading Inter Miami (8-2-4) on Saturday in South Florida.
"If I could choose, I would play tomorrow because I want to forget about this one," midfielder Mateusz Klich said. "Because it wasn't good."
United has not been particularly good at home, falling to 3-3-1 for 10 of a possible 21 points.
The play by both teams in the first 15 minutes was as choppy as the field, which is showing the wear and tear from hosting football games this spring.
The match gained bite in the 20th minute, when Andres Reyes bumped Benteke into the sign board. Benteke growled in Reyes's face, triggering a brief scuffle. With that, the 89th regular season edition of a 28-year rivalry had reached its proper temperature.
United struggled to counterattack and set up Benteke in dangerous positions; the service was limited and New York's marking was tight. United's attack in general never found its way.
"You can't say through the run of play that we really broke this opponent down," Lesesne said. "That's where probably more of the frustration comes in. Through the run of play, we never got going."
The visitors generated the first quality chance in the 36th minute with Harper's searing, angled effort testing Alex Bono. Just before intermission, the Red Bulls went ahead on Manoel's improbable goal.
Frankie Amaya lifted a long ball from New York's end. Manoel maneuvered around Christopher McVey, but instead of settling the high-bouncing ball, he took note of Bono's positioning and slammed a right-footed, high-arcing half-volley from maybe 35 yards.
The Brazilian forward struck it just right. Bono scrambled back but was too late as the ball, then Bono, crashed into the netting.
"The way I play off the line is aggressive at times," Bono said. "If we allow guys to have that much time and space in the middle, then once in a while if they hit one sweet it's going to go in."
New York stretched its lead against porous defending in the 52nd minute. From a central position, Emil Forsberg delivered a well-weighted diagonal ball to Harper in stride on the right side. Harper cut back on the sliding McVey and beat Bono from eight yards.
With little going right, Lesesne made three changes. The Red Bulls hardly noticed.
Manoel set up Harper for a breakaway in the 57th minute. Bono made a kick save, but Morgan guided in the rebound, leaving United with its biggest deficit of the season.
United answered in the 65th. Center back Lucas Bartlett headed in substitute Pedro Santos's corner kick and, with ample time remaining, United had a faint lifeline.
"We gave it a good push in the second half once we went down three, but at that point, you're always kind of climbing Everest there," Bono said.
The pressure grew, then subsided. Carlos Coronel made quality saves, and Benteke lost his scoring touch.
Cory Burke scored on a partial breakaway in stoppage time.
"We know we've made a lot of progress in the past month," midfielder Jackson Hopkins said. "We've built some great stuff so far, so we're not going to let this affect us."
Here's what else to know about United's defeat:
Aside from Lesesne, winger Jared Stroud has strong connections to the Red Bulls. The 27-year-old New Jersey native played for their under-23 amateur team and Red Bulls II before joining the first team in 2020 (20 matches, 11 starts).
Stroud's 22-year-old brother, Peter, started eight matches for the Red Bulls this season before suffering a season-ending ankle injury last month. Another brother, Will, works for the Red Bulls' youth program.
With four prospects on loan to second-division clubs, two injured players sidelined for the rest of the season and left back Mohanad Jeahze not in Lesesne's plans, United is down to 20 players -- and two are backup goalkeepers. (The loanees are subject to recall at any time.)
MLS's transfer and trade window will not reopen until July 18. It's unclear how much salary cap space is available, though placing Russell Canouse and Conner Antley on the season-ending injury list and moving Jeahze would free up additional room.
In the pregame photo, United's starters honored Antley by holding up his No. 12 jersey. He tore his left ACL on Saturday.
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The best NFL win total bets to make now that the schedule is out
The Falcons may have a quarterback controversy, but they're in line to be much improved this season.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-05-16

The Atlanta Falcons created a quarterback controversy by drafting Michael Penix Jr. after signing Kirk Cousins to a massive contract, but they are still in line to be much improved this season. (Mike Stewart/AP)


The NFL released the 2024 regular season schedule Wednesday, giving us specific days and times to complement the list of opponents released earlier this year. We can use this information to determine which teams are most likely to go over and under their win totals established by oddsmakers across the country.
This fair-value line, determined by simulating the season 1,000 times and compiling the results for each team, gives us a crucial comparison point to use when evaluating various wagers on the menu. As always, you should shop around for the best price.
Atlanta Falcons over 91/2 wins, -135 at DraftKings (wager $135 to win $100)
Fair value: -250
Forget the quarterback controversy the organization created when it drafted Michael Penix Jr. at No. 8 after signing Kirk Cousins this offseason. It wasn't ideal, but Cousins should still be the No. 1 option in 2024, providing an upgrade under center.
Instead, focus on Day 2 of Atlanta's draft, which included trading up for Clemson defensive tackle Ruke Orhorhoro and Washington edge rusher Bralen Trice. New head coach Raheem Morris added three more players in the draft to bolster a defensive front that struggled last year.
Additionally, the Falcons boast the league's easiest schedule based on the win totals provided by oddsmakers this spring. The schedule-makers have Atlanta playing four out of their first five games at home and no more than two straight games on the road. Their final four games are against the Las Vegas Raiders, New York Giants, Washington Commanders and Carolina Panthers -- none of which are expected to make the playoffs this season. Their opponents were given an average win total of 7.7 wins for 2024, the lowest of any schedule for the upcoming season.
As a result, I would expect them to win 10 or more games -- with a 54 percent chance to finish at 11-6 or better.
Tennessee Titans under 61/2 wins, -122 at FanDuel
Fair value: -150
The Titans cleaned house this offseason after posting a 6-11 record. According to Jason Fitzgerald from Over The Cap, Tennessee is among the teams with the fewest percent of players returning from 2023 (63 percent, excluding signing defensive lineman Marlon Davidson to a one-year contract).
Some of that change should be positive, with new faces on offense including wide receiver Calvin Ridley, running back Tony Pollard and center Lloyd Cushenberry -- plus offensive tackle JC Latham, the No. 7 pick in this year's draft. Still, for the offense to succeed, quarterback Will Levis would need to take a big step forward. He ended his rookie season with a Total Quarterback Rating of 33.2 per ESPN, meaning his performance was good enough to get a team to a five- or six-win season. Pro Football Focus ranked him 25th out of 29 qualified passers from Week 8 to the end of the regular season.
Without a capable passer on the roster, it's hard to be optimistic about Tennessee's short-term future. I am fine asking Levis and new coach Brian Callahan to prove they can do it before betting they can -- and right now, there's value in the under. Just look at the first few games of the season. In Week 1 they fly to Chicago to face the Bears with No. 1 draft pick Caleb Williams under center. The following week's opponent is Aaron Rodgers and the New York Jets. Then Tennessee hosts the Green Bay Packers before they are on the road again to Miami to face the Dolphins in Week 4. That's potentially an 0-4 start.
New England Patriots under 51/2 wins, -142 at FanDuel, or under 41/2 wins, +135 at DraftKings
Fair value: -180 and +127, respectively
The Patriots will be without Bill Belichick on the sidelines for the first time since 2000. Instead it will be new coach Jerod Mayo, a Patriots linebacker from 2008 to 2015, tasked with returning the franchise to relevance.
The front office did what it could to help the offense in the draft; New England used seven of its eight picks on offense -- two wide receivers, two linemen, one tight end and two quarterbacks, including Drake Maye at No. 3 overall -- but it probably won't be enough in Year 1 of the Mayo era. The Patriots need to overhaul a unit that scored 12 fewer points than expected based on the down, distance and field position of each play, per TruMedia.
All signs point to a troubling season. The AFC East is stacked this year, especially with a New York Jets team certain to improve. In Week 7, New England will head to London's Wembley Stadium to face the Jacksonville Jaguars, where the Jags are 6-3 since playing their first game there in 2013. Add in facing the Cincinnati Bengals (Week 1), San Francisco 49ers (Week 4) and Houston Texans (Week 6), and the road to improving on last year's 4-13 record becomes much more difficult.
Most wins, fewest wins, perfect seasons (17-0) and winless record (0-17)
These markets are heavily juiced, meaning the house takes a large cut to mitigate its risk. As a result, the prices are awful for these wagers.
For example, the Kansas City Chiefs carry +3500 odds (wager $100 to win $3,500) at DraftKings to go 17-0. Those odds imply the sportsbook thinks there is approximately 2.8 percent chance the Chiefs pull off a perfect season. That, in turn, means it gives Kansas City an 81 percent chance to win each game. They would have to be 91/2-point favorites in every game to be worthy of such of a high win rate per contest. That seems impossible considering their 2024 opponents include the AFC North (Baltimore Ravens, Cleveland Browns, Pittsburgh Steelers and Cincinnati Bengals), plus the Houston Texans, Buffalo Bills and San Francisco 49ers.
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Montana senator affirms opposition to RFK site bill during Senate hearing
Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) again called on the Commanders to reach a deal with the family of Walter "Blackie" Wetzel and members of the Blackfeet Tribe. 
By Sam Fortier | 2024-05-15

Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) reaffirmed his opposition to a bill that would give the District greater control over the RFK Stadium site. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) reiterated Wednesday that he intends to block legislation that would give the District greater control over the RFK Stadium site unless the Washington Commanders honor a Native American family that helped design the team's former logo.
During a hearing in the Energy and Natural Resources subcommittee on National Parks, Daines called on the Commanders to meet with the family of Walter "Blackie" Wetzel and members of the Blackfeet Tribe. Wetzel helped design the profile of an Indian warrior that served as the NFL team's primary logo from 1972 until 2020, when the team retired the logo and its former team name.
After Daines read his prepared remarks, Sen. Angus King (I-Maine) noted the Commanders had in fact met with Ryan Wetzel, Blackie's grandson, on Monday. (Ryan described the meeting as "fantastic" and said he was optimistic the family and franchise could reach an agreement.) Daines acknowledged that meeting and that he had spoken to Wetzel afterward. But Daines said that didn't satisfy his demands.
"Ryan sees there's a moment here where they could do something very significant in terms of ensuring the legacy of that logo," Daines said in an interview after the hearing, adding, "There's more discussions to be had here."
Asked if he was calling for a written agreement between the team and Wetzel, Daines said "We'll wait and see," quipping, "I went to engineering school, not law school."
Even though the D.C. RFK Memorial Stadium Campus Revitalization Act cleared the House in February with overwhelming bipartisan support, the bill needs to pass the Senate for D.C. to be able to develop the federally owned plot, which could include a new Commanders stadium.
Bills on smaller, individual matters like the stadium site land typically need either unanimous support in the Senate -- so they can pass without needing a formal "roll call" vote -- or to be attached to a bigger bill. Thus, a lone senator like Daines has the power to prevent a unanimous vote, which he said Wednesday he intends to use.
"The team now known as the Commanders hasn't played at RFK Stadium since 1996 and has no formal role in the legislative path for my bill with Rep. [James] Comer [R-Ky.]," Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.) said in a statement. "The bill would not dictate that a new stadium must be built on the site. I'm hopeful we can work together to find a path forward."
After the hearing, Daines responded to criticism that he was interfering in District affairs.
"I'm here representing a voice that is not being listened to, and that is the Blackfeet Tribe in Montana and the Wetzel family," he said. "I serve them. ... I'm here representing my constituents."
A representative from the National Park Service, which leases the stadium site to the District, testified in favor of the legislation.
"The transfer would protect NPS interests by improving and protecting existing viewsheds to the monumental core and the Anacostia River for those entering the city and recreating in the area," Michael A. Caldwell, associate director of park planning, facilities and lands at NPS, said at the hearing. "Redeveloping the RFK campus would also provide an opportunity to improve the site's environmental conditions and help improve the water quality in the Anacostia River."
The next step would be a markup meeting in which members could debate, consider amendments and potentially vote on legislation. There's no markup scheduled for the RFK bill, though that could happen as early as within the next month. If the bill cleared the subcommittee, it would go before the full Senate.
But Daines's delaying action could jeopardize the legislation's chances this year, as the Senate will take long breaks before the November election.
"We are working closely with Ryan Wetzel to appropriately honor the contributions of his grandfather and will continue to work collaboratively with the family to find a solution in the near future," a Commanders spokesperson said in a statement.
On Wednesday, Daines brought to the hearing a helmet with the team's old logo and two posters. One showed Blackie Wetzel meeting with Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in the 1960s, and the other showed that the logo was modeled off a portrait of Chief Two Guns White Calf. He said the logo was created to honor Native Americans, not disparage them, and emphasized he was not calling for the return of the team's former name.
Instead, he suggested ideas for how to satisfy the Wetzels, including restoring the logo with a new team name that's supported by tribal leaders, "telling the history of the logo's connection to the Wetzel family and honoring the native communities it represents" or "resuming merchandise sales featuring the logo and using a portion of the proceeds to bring awareness to missing and murdered Indigenous women and other tribal causes."
Daines pointed out "the fan base is not real excited" about the "Commanders" and that this was a moment "where we can turn something that, I think, has been wrongly handled in the past and make it right."
"Let's use this as a reset, that's a win for the fan base of Washington," he said. "It's [the team's] decision if they want to change the name of the team. But I think calling them the Warriors with that logo would be something that'd make the fan base excited, and I know it'd satisfy the legacy of Blackie Wetzel."
After the meeting Monday, Ryan Wetzel said he was hopeful the team would honor his grandfather, perhaps with a plaque or by wearing the logo on throwback jerseys.
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Bob Baffert's Muth, the morning line favorite, out of Preakness with fever
Muth was barred from the Kentucky Derby earlier this month because Bob Baffert is still serving a suspension from Churchill Downs.
By Dave Sheinin | 2024-05-16

Muth, who is trained by Bob Baffert, won't run the Preakness Stakes on Saturday. (Benoit Photo via AP/File) 


BALTIMORE -- Morning line favorite Muth, the Bob Baffert-trained colt who had just arrived at Pimlico Race Course from his Southern California training base, was scratched from Saturday's 149th running of the Preakness Stakes on Wednesday morning after spiking a fever Tuesday night.
"We are sick about this," Baffert, the controversial Hall of Fame trainer, said in a statement. "The horse had been doing really well. But we have to do what's right by the horse."
Muth, the highly regarded Arkansas Derby winner, was barred from the Kentucky Derby this month because Baffert is still serving a suspension from Churchill Downs stemming from Medina Spirit's failed drug test in 2021, which cost that colt an apparent victory.
But Muth was considered arguably the best of this year's crop of 3-year-olds and was installed as an 8-5 favorite when morning line odds for the Preakness were released Monday. With Muth out, the favorite is likely to be Kentucky Derby champion Mystik Dan, who nosed out two rivals in a three-way photo finish May 4 in Louisville.
The Derby champion hasn't won the Preakness since 2018, when Baffert's Justify did so on the way to winning the Triple Crown. When Muth and Mystik Dan last went head-to-head in the Arkansas Derby, Muth won the race by two lengths, while Mystik Dan finished third, 61/4 lengths back.
Baffert, who has won the Preakness a record eight times, still has one horse, Imagination, slated to run Saturday's race, which is now reduced to eight starters. Like Muth, Imagination was ineligible to run in the Kentucky Derby, owing to Baffert's suspension from Churchill Downs, which was upheld despite a late legal challenge mounted by Muth's owner, Amr Zedan of Zedan Racing Stables.
Zedan also owned Medina Spirit, who initially won the 2021 Kentucky Derby, only to be disqualified after failing a post-race drug test. Baffert was immediately suspended from Churchill Downs for two years, with the track announcing in July that the suspension would be extended another year because of what the track called Baffert's unwillingness "to accept responsibility."
Assuming he recovers in a timely fashion, Muth could race next at the Belmont Stakes on June 8 at Saratoga Race Course, which is hosting the third jewel of the Triple Crown while Belmont Park undergoes renovations.
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The most trusted role on any high school lacrosse team? The stick doctor.
An expert in everything from pocket depth to channel width, the stick doctor is crucial for a team to avoid the throws of despair.
By Taylor Lyons | 2024-05-16

Senior attacker Anthony Panetti serves as Landon's "stick doctor," a vital role on any high school lacrosse team. (Mark Gail for The Washington Post)


The Landon boys' lacrosse team was minutes away from facing Bullis when panic set in. The April 5 matchup was one of the Bears' biggest games of the season, but pregame jitters weren't the issue here. A key player suddenly was without a critical piece of equipment.
Junior midfielder Caden Southworth had ripped a string on his stick during pregame warmups. Immediately, he bolted to a trusted expert.
Anthony Panetti sprang into action. Within minutes, with only scissors and a lighter, the senior attacker had his teammate's stick restrung. Panetti then hurried onto the field to help Landon beat Bullis, a key victory in a season that ended with an Interstate Athletic Conference championship.
Panetti is Landon's "stick doctor," a vital role on a high school lacrosse team. He's a master at stringing sticks.
The job requires a certain level of trust from teammates. Some stick doctors charge a small price for their skills. But for most, helping out a friend in a high-pressure moment is enough.
"Everyone wants a different stick, and I've got to adapt to that," Panetti said. "I'm always learning. It's like a puzzle. I enjoy it."

These days, Panetti can often fix a teammate's stick in about 15 minutes. (Mark Gail for The Washington Post)


Panetti started stringing sticks six years ago after he and a friend experimented with taking them apart and retying them. Before long, he was spending hours every day scouring YouTube to increase his knowledge.
It took him about 20 tries to finally master the process, and he only got more adept from there. Now, Landon players flock to him when they need their sticks redone. He often will take sticks home and have them ready at school the next day.
He no longer needs videos to help him -- he instead draws inspiration from creative knots and loops on his Instagram feed.
"I'm a perfectionist when it comes to my stuff," Panetti said. "It's so easy to resort to having someone else do it. . . . Ship off a stick to some dude over Instagram and have him do the work for you. I'd rather do it myself."
Sticks can vary widely, each piece of equipment defined by dozens of minute details. The location of the pocket -- the area that catches the ball -- changes by position. Defenders typically want higher pockets to help with scooping groundballs. Attackers and midfielders often opt for medium or low ones, which allow for more accurate passes and faster shots.
Defenders' sticks have wider heads that make for a larger channel -- the space in which the ball passes through when receiving and throwing passes. Offensive players prefer smaller channels for crisper throws.
Goalie sticks are even more complicated. For those, a stringer must balance the necessity of saving shots with being able to deliver precise long-distance passes.
The preferred amount of whip -- the trajectory a ball takes as it leaves the stick -- is also taken into account. The tightness of the string and type of mesh are considered, too. Some players prefer mesh that bends to form pockets faster. Others like string that remains stiff.
As Panetti balances all of those details, the process of fixing a stick used to take him more than an hour. Now, he can complete a job in 15 minutes.
"I have a very specific string setup," said Landon teammate Davis Owens, who has been going to Panetti for three years. "Anthony gets it right."

Panetti and his teammates celebrated an IAC title last week. (Mark Gail for The Washington Post) 


Most teams have one person who handles these duties. Reigning Maryland 4A champion Broadneck relies on a freshman for its stick stringing. Braedon Goloboski, bored at home one day, decided to learn the craft on a whim and has since become the Bruins' go-to guy.
Stick doctors aren't always players. Virginia power Robinson relies on an assistant coach who once worked at a Lacrosse Unlimited store. Gonzaga has assistant Nick McEvoy, who played for the Eagles from 2012 to 2016 and had a four-year career at Penn State before returning home to coach.
Unlike Panetti and Goloboski, McEvoy was essentially forced into the role. As a faceoff specialist in high school, he broke sticks frequently. His father grew annoyed by how often they had to visit sports equipment stores, so he told his son to learn how to repair his sticks. Like Panetti, McEvoy took to YouTube and Instagram to hone his skills. He still watches the same stringers he started with to learn new techniques.
"He's been stringing my sticks since the beginning of high school," Gonzaga senior James Gardiner said. "He knows how I like it at this point."
McEvoy's clientele extends beyond Gonzaga players. He also coaches Madlax Capital, a travel team, and strings for his players even if they attend a rival high school. The coach is also trusted by some pros. Premier Lacrosse League all-star Mac O'Keefe, who set the NCAA record for career goals while at Penn State, still sends his worn-out sticks to his former college teammate. Several of McEvoy's former Gonzaga teammates who now play professionally keep going back to him, too.
Once a player finds a stringer he trusts, it would be treasonous to turn elsewhere.
"You always just kind of find one or two guys on the team who know how to do it," McEvoy said. "You find those hidden gems."
McEvoy doesn't charge for his services. Goloboski usually asks for $5. Panetti charges $30 for non-teammates, but he doesn't want money from Landon players. Instead, he accepts a different kind of payment: When the team stops for food after road games -- frequently at Chipotle -- he eats for free.
"It's just kind of like an IOU," Panetti said. "I just say to spot me one time."
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Netflix will air NFL's Christmas games, a major step for streaming service
The league is selling games to a record number of buyers -- including Google/YouTube, ESPN, CBS, Fox, NBC and Amazon -- at a moment when the traditional entertainment world is fracturing at increasing speed.
By Ben Strauss, Mark Maske | 2024-05-16

Netflix went live with the roast of Tom Brady. Now it will air the NFL live on Christmas. (Michael Tran/AFP/Getty Images)


Streaming giant Netflix will broadcast two NFL games this Christmas, the league announced Wednesday, in a potential watershed moment in sports broadcasting.
Netflix, founded in 1997 as a mail-delivery movie rental service, has spent the past two-plus decades growing into the world's dominant streaming platform, with some 270 million global subscribers. It had mostly focused on entertainment but now will add the NFL, America's most popular TV product, to its menu of offerings as part of a three-year deal with the league. Netflix will stream at least one Christmas game in 2025 and 2026.
The Kansas City Chiefs will face the Steelers in Pittsburgh at 1 p.m. Eastern time and the Baltimore Ravens will play the Texans in Houston at 4:30 p.m., the NFL and Netflix announced later Wednesday. The four teams are slated to play games the previous Saturday, Dec. 21.
The financial terms of the deal were not announced.
Netflix has increased sports programming on its platform in recent years, with documentaries such as "Formula 1: Drive to Survive" and "Quarterback," which followed Patrick Mahomes and others through an NFL season. Earlier this year, it announced a deal to become the new home of WWE's "Raw" starting in 2025 and to air a boxing match between former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson and social media influencer Jake Paul.
Netflix joins YouTube, which airs the NFL's out-of-market Sunday package, and Amazon's Prime Video as partners of the NFL. Amazon, according to a person familiar with the negotiations, had strong interest in the Christmas games. The retail giant is also expected to land a larger slate of NBA games in that league's new media deals, according to reports and people familiar with the negotiations. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
The sports world has been waiting for this moment.
"We're now in candy land," said Mark Shapiro, president and chief operating officer of Endeavor and TKO, the parent company of WWE and the Ultimate Fighting Championship. "If you're a content provider or creator, your business depends on audience and demand," he added. "And with the streamers showing a real willingness to pay up for sports rights even on an experimental basis, it's good for business."
The NFL is selling games to a record number of buyers -- including Google/YouTube, ESPN, CBS, Fox, NBC and Amazon -- at a moment when the traditional entertainment world is fracturing at increasing speed. The cable bundle has lost tens of millions of customers over the past 15 years, with many younger fans turning to streaming platforms or deciding not to pay for TV.
Sports, and the NFL above all others, have remained one of the few live, appointment-viewing holdovers of the streaming era. In 2023, the NFL accounted for 93 of the 100 most-watched TV broadcasts. And even with its new spate of streaming deals, the vast majority of the league's games are still available over broadcast TV.
Frank Hawkins, who led the NFL's media strategy from 2004 to 2008, recalled watching the progress of Netflix from mailing DVDs to an on-demand streamer.
"We had always thought ahead to streaming as a potential outlet for the product, but we thought of it more in terms of how to intelligently transition," he said. "We always had this saying: 'intelligent self-cannibalization.' You always were trying to start with Sunday. You tried to take little nibbles and get different windows and platforms without undermining the basic value of the package."
Indeed, the league has leaned further into this strategy, selling its Thursday night package to Amazon, along with a Black Friday game, and an individual playoff game last season to Peacock. That game, between the eventual Super Bowl champion Chiefs and the Miami Dolphins, drove 3 million new sign-ups to NBC's streaming service.
The NFL was particularly drawn to Netflix's international reach. The deal comes as the league is intensifying its efforts to expand its global appeal. It will play five games overseas during the 2024 season, including its first game in Brazil. That Week 1 game between the Green Bay Packers and Philadelphia Eagles in Sao Paulo will be played on a Friday and carried by Peacock.
The league decided to play the two games on Christmas even with the holiday falling on a Wednesday, which is not a traditional day for NFL games. The NFL will play on six different days of the week the 2024 season.
Adding a new media partner raised some eyebrows among current NFL rights holders. One TV executive noted that the NFL delayed its schedule release for a week to close the Netflix deal, which threw a wrench into networks' plans for their annual presentations to advertisers at this year's upfronts. Another wondered if adding Netflix as a partner could hurt the league in its upcoming antitrust trial over how it distributes its "Sunday Ticket" package, because it's another service off of broadcast TV that fans must pay for.
Hawkins said the Netflix deal wouldn't have been allowed during his time with the league because the incumbent rights holders probably would have been able to veto it.
"It does surprise me because there would have been contractual provisions that would have barred it back in the day," he said. "But I do think it's smart, especially getting yet another streamer interested in live programming."
This story has been updated.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-05-16
MLB
1 p.m. New York Yankees at Minnesota >>> MLB Network
6:30 p.m. New York Mets at Philadelphia >>> MLB Network
10:30 p.m. Cincinnati at Los Angeles Dodgers >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
NBA PLAYOFFS, SECOND ROUND
8:30 p.m. Game 6: Denver at Minnesota >>> ESPN
STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS, SECOND ROUND
7 p.m. Game 6: New York Rangers at Carolina >>> TNT
10 p.m. Game 5: Edmonton at Vancouver >>> TNT
GOLF
5 a.m. Ladies European Tour: German Masters, first round >>> Golf Channel
Noon PGA Championship, first round >>> ESPN
3 p.m. LPGA Tour: Mizuho Americas Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores, Group A: Cerro Porteno at Fluminense >>> BeIN Sports
8 p.m. Copa Libertadores, Group B: Barcelona SC at Sao Paulo >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
7 a.m. ATP: Italian Open, quarterfinals; WTA: Italian Open, semifinals >>> Tennis Channel
1 p.m. ATP: Italian Open, quarterfinals; WTA: Italian Open, semifinals >>> Tennis Channel
AMERICAN HOCKEY LEAGUE CALDER CUP PLAYOFFS
7 p.m. Atlantic Division finals, Game 1: Hartford at Hershey >>> Monumental Sports Network
IIHF MEN'S WORLD HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIP
10 a.m. Group A: Finland vs. Austria >>> NHL Network
2 p.m. Group B: United States vs. France >>> NHL Network
COLLEGE BASEBALL
5 p.m. Michigan at Indiana >>> Big Ten Network
7 p.m. Seton Hall at Creighton >>> Fox Sports 1
7 p.m. North Carolina at Duke >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Mississippi at LSU >>> SEC Network
8 p.m. Arkansas at Texas A&M >>> ESPN2
8 p.m. Illinois at Purdue >>> Big Ten Network
NCAA WOMEN'S LACROSSE TOURNAMENT QUARTERFINALS
Noon Florida at Maryland >>> ESPNU
2:30 p.m. Yale at Syracuse >>> ESPNU
5 p.m. Michigan at Boston College >>> ESPNU
7:30 p.m. Penn at Northwestern >>> ESPNU
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Chicago blues: Nationals' offensive woes continue in loss to White Sox
The lineup's struggles are becoming a glaring issue. "When one guy can't do it, the next guy comes up and there's that much more pressure," Manager Dave Martinez said.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-05-16

Keibert Ruiz strikes out with two outs in the bases loaded in the third inning. "We all get frustrated," he said. "Obviously, as a player you want to see results. You want to win. But this game was tough and we just got to keep the head up." (Melissa Tamez/AP)


CHICAGO -- A few moments before Wednesday's series finale between the Washington Nationals and the Chicago White Sox, CJ Abrams and Luis Garcia Jr. stood near the dugout railing at Guaranteed Rate Field. Normally, they would be in the on-deck circle timing up the starting pitcher or doing something similar from the dugout, typically with a bat in their hands.
But the pair -- two of the Nationals' best young hitters -- had the day off. And they were missed in a 2-0 loss in which Washington mustered just three hits as its scoreless streak reached 19 innings.
The result left the Nationals (20-22) with a series loss to the White Sox (14-30), owners of the worst record in the American League.
"We haven't had that one timely hit," Manager Dave Martinez said. "It does boil down to getting that one hit. If we score a couple of runs, everybody relaxes, things start happening. We just can't get it done."
Chicago's Garrett Crochet allowed the Nationals' three hits during an erratic five-inning start that included three walks. The Nationals had runners in scoring position in each of the first four innings but finished 0 for 9 with runners in scoring position and left nine runners on base.
"We're all giving it 100 percent, trying to do the job out there," Ildemaro Vargas said through an interpreter. "It's hard not to get frustrated in those situations."
Abrams (.261) and Garcia (.283) have the Nationals' highest batting averages among qualified hitters. Abrams leads the team in home runs (seven) and is tied with Garcia for second in RBI (20). But Abrams, who entered the month hitting .296, is .196 (10 for 51) in May and hasn't hit a home run. Garcia is hitting .268 in May but was 2 for 20 on this 2-4 road trip with six strikeouts.
The Nationals played a doubleheader Tuesday, and Martinez wanted to give Abrams a day off. And Crochet is a funky left-hander with an unusual delivery -- lefties have a career .207 batting average against him. So Martinez's lineup featured six right-handers and three switch hitters.
It mattered little. The Nationals couldn't lay off his cutter and struck out six times against Crochet and 10 times overall. And even when Crochet wasn't effective, the Nationals swung early in counts and bailed him out. Their best opportunity came in the third inning; with the bases loaded, Keibert Ruiz struck out to end the threat.
Nationals starter Patrick Corbin delivered his third straight strong start, working 52/3 innings and allowing both runs on six hits. Tommy Pham beat him for an RBI double in the third. When he allowed a two-out double to Andrew Benintendi in the sixth, Martinez pulled him for Derek Law, who allowed an RBI single to Korey Lee.
Last season, Law allowed just two of the 28 runners he inherited to score. This season, he has allowed 11 of 16. Nationals pitchers combined for one strikeout, their lowest total since Sept. 10, 2021.
But the loss couldn't be pinned on the pitching. Martinez said he was worried about his hitters chasing too many pitches after they scored just nine runs over three games in Boston. The Nationals scored six runs in Chicago, all in the series opener.
The Nationals had 17 hits over three games, just two for extra bases. That stat reinforces the lack of depth in their lineup. The Nationals entered Wednesday with the fifth-lowest slugging percentage in the majors.
The middle-of-the-order numbers are tough. Third baseman Nick Senzel is 3 for his past 31. Eddie Rosario has been hot at the plate recently but is hitting .176. Joey Meneses had four singles in the series opener but is batting .224 (11 for 49) in May. Ruiz is hitting .140 (6 for 43) this month.
"We all get frustrated," Ruiz said. "Obviously, as a player you want to see results. You want to win. But this game was tough, and we just got to keep the head up."
Still, the Nationals had one final chance in the ninth against White Sox closer Michael Kopech. So Martinez went to his lefties, calling on Jesse Winker, who walked with one out. Then he called on Garcia, who struck out. And after Victor Robles walked, Abrams walked from the on-deck circle as the go-ahead run. But he flied out to left to end it.
"We got to continue to keep working," Martinez said. "When one guy can't do it, the next guy comes up and there's that much more pressure. We just got to keep battling."
Note: Outfielder Lane Thomas, who has been on the injured list since April 23 with a sprained medial collateral ligament, ran the bases before the game as he nears a return. Thomas went through a variety of drills, including running from home to first, from first to third and tagging up from third to home.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/05/15/nationals-white-sox-lineup-struggles/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Nats built one of baseball's fastest teams. It starts with Jacob Young.
Jacob Young is mired in a poorly timed slump, but to harp on his bat is to undersell where his real value lies.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-05-16

Jacob Young has been making a case to stay in Washington. (Brennan Asplen/Getty Images) 


Jacob Young will have to figure this out. Third basemen now park at the lip of the grass. Shortstops charge his groundballs with more haste. Pitchers throw more fastballs once he's on base. It's a simple equation: The defense can always find a faster way to get the ball to the base. He can't exactly run any harder.
In six short weeks, Young has blossomed into one of the most exciting base runners in the sport. In turn, he has found a way to stick with the Washington Nationals. He's mired in a May gloom and enters Wednesday's game with a .519 OPS this month, substandard next to his .725 mark in April. It's a poorly timed slump for Young, sure. But to harp on his bat is to undersell where his real value lies.
"Everybody has their special traits," said Tom Gormley, a trainer who works with Young in the offseason. "His athleticism and his ability to create top-end speed and acceleration is a game changer."
Young was the Nationals' seventh-round draft pick in 2021, then the first Washington player from that class to reach the majors. When he started 2024 at Class AAA Rochester after playing 33 MLB games last season, it seemed likely he could be squeezed out by circumstance, with veterans above him and younger players -- six of the organization's top 10 prospects are outfielders -- below him.
Then Victor Robles strained his left hamstring April 3. Young was called up. Since then, he has made a case to stay. Soon, though, Washington will have to decide how it wants to operate, theoretically, with four spots for six MLB-ready outfielders, choosing among Young, Jesse Winker, Eddie Rosario, Robles, Lane Thomas (still out with a Grade 2 MCL sprain) and James Wood (raking with Class AAA Rochester).

Jacob Young was a seventh-round pick in 2021. (John McDonnell/AP Photo) 


As Washington builds around pitching, base running and defense, no player has been better at the latter two than Young. He is now the Nationals' everyday center fielder even after Robles's return, a darling of defensive metrics -- according to Statcast, he has the fastest defensive reaction time in baseball by a laughably massive margin -- and the eye test.
If he puts a ball in play, he is going full tilt to beat it out, every time. He has stolen a team-high 13 bases. His spot in the lineup is secure, often hitting right ahead of shortstop CJ Abrams, which augments their speed and also allows Abrams to see more of his favorite pitch: fastballs.
Together, they have made Washington exciting. But it goes further than that.
"They already possess what I think is a high IQ for anticipating a play or a pitch," said Winker, who has taken Young, 24, and Abrams, 23, under his wing. "It seems like they're always a play or two ahead. I can only speak on myself, when I was their age, the game wasn't like that for me."
The quick rundown: At 29.4 feet per second, Young's sprint speed is in the 96th percentile of MLB hitters. He takes 4.17 seconds to get from home to first, the 13th-fastest mark in the major leagues. Young began his career 25 for 25 on stolen base attempts, tied for the fourth-best mark in MLB history. His toes dig in the dirt, the back of his right heel wags like a dog's tail, and then -- he's gone.
He also has yet to run on a pitch faster than 93.2 mph, a sign that he and first base coach Gerardo Parra are picking the right pitches to run on.

Even amid a recent mini-slump, Jacob Young enters Wednesday's game hitting .263. (Megan Briggs/Getty Images) 


"[On the bases], you're not trying to time up a fastball and think about what percentage it's coming and stuff like that," Young said. "But as a base runner you might as well use all that information because, you know, it's really a yes or no real quick. So it's one spot where data I think can only help you."
To get ahead, though, Young couldn't get by on simply studying pitchers. Over the past few years, he began training more rigorously with Gormley, a biomechanical specialist in Florida who, in addition to training Young and a slew of other MLB players, works with more than half of the NFL's starting quarterbacks. Young trains with other coaches who focus specifically on his hitting and speed. Gormley's role was to help Young understand his body -- and then maximize what he has learned.
Gormley taught Young a few lessons. To start with: His stiffness -- an inability to touch his toes since childhood -- was an asset, not a weakness. He was "tightly bound," according to Gormley. He has what Gormley describes as "crazy power output." It helped him be twitchy and explosive.

As Washington constructs its approach around the consistency of its pitching, base running and defense, no player has been better at the latter two than Jacob Young.  (Marta Lavandier/AP Photo) 


He also helped Young improve his defense. Young, in turn, describes Gormley, plainly, as a genius. Gormley may speak of biomechanics and arm paths -- that is, of course, his job -- but ask him to dumb it down, and he will. Young used to throw more like an infielder; his release is now shorter and closer to 12 o'clock. The ball now carries out of his hand without tailing off to the side.
Still, while Young doesn't have to homer to stick with Washington -- and he still hasn't homered in the majors -- his next step will be consistently driving the ball. He can create power through good hip-shoulder separation, and his swing is short but doesn't always pop. Though he's better positioned than most major leaguers to make something out of soft contact, he (of course) has been better when he hammers the ball: He's hitting .538 on batted balls with an exit velocity above 95 mph and .226 on those under that mark, per TruMedia. Despite using a lacrosse stick to adjust his swing path with low Class A Fredericksburg, he's still hitting groundballs at the third-highest rate in baseball (with a minimum of 100 plate appearances).
Still, he'll always be a threat after contact. Since April 27, he has thrice reached on an infield error -- in all three cases, it appeared the infielder rushed through his mechanics because of Young's speed.

Over the past few years, Jacob Young began training more rigorously with Tom Gormley, a biomechanical specialist in Florida. (Michael Dwyer/AP) 


The Nationals have followed suit, even if they can't all match his speed. They rank second in the majors in stolen bases, with 71, and are on pace for 281, the most since the franchise moved to Washington. Figures such as those can come back down to earth after a small early-season sample -- as previously referenced, the more teams run, the more others prepare for it -- but there's a sense that could stretch on, given the breadth of their aggression behind Parra: Six Nationals have at least five stolen bases. Even Winker, who had three stolen three bases in 610 games before arriving in Washington, has four.
"They have to focus so much on the hitter, and so I think they kind of take their picks [on which base runners to prepare for]," Young said. "That's the thing: I think that we have guys one through nine that can do it. That puts a lot of pressure on the pitcher. Once the pitcher gets a guy on, he's going to have to think about it -- and the minute he stops thinking about him, we're going to take it."
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Looking as dominant as ever, Nikola Jokic has resurrected the Nuggets
Jokic accepted his third NBA MVP trophy, then had 40 points and 13 assists in the Nuggets' series-tilting demolition of the Timberwolves.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-05-16

Nikola Jokic accepted his third NBA MVP trophy on Tuesday and then proceeded to score 40 points to lead the Denver Nuggets to a 112-97 victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves in Game 5 of their second-round playoff series. (Matthew Stockman/Getty Images)


DENVER -- As NBA Commissioner Adam Silver handed Nikola Jokic his third MVP trophy, the Denver Nuggets center contorted his face into a barely perceptible grin for a photo op he probably would have preferred to skip. Jokic clutched the bronze statue while recognizing the Ball Arena crowd's thunderous response, then set about manipulating the Minnesota Timberwolves' front line as if it were another powerless object that could fit in his palms.
Nearly 21 feet of decorated big men were no match for Jokic during Denver's 112-97 Game 5 win Tuesday in the Western Conference semifinals, a series-tipping victory that gave the Nuggets a 3-2 lead and pushed the Timberwolves to the brink of elimination just eight days after they went up 2-0 in the same building. Jokic posted 40 points, 13 assists, seven rebounds and zero turnovers in his best and highest-scoring performance of the postseason, pouring in 16 points during a third-quarter takeover and drilling a dagger three-pointer in Rudy Gobert's face to send off the Timberwolves with one last indignity.
Gobert, the 7-foot-1 four-time defensive player of the year, had no chance against the Serbian superstar, who bull-rushed through him and tiptoed past him at will. Karl-Anthony Towns, a 7-foot all-star, and Naz Reid, the bruising 6-9 sixth man of the year, encountered similar fates. Minnesota mixed and matched the trio in various configurations to no avail: Jokic was too rugged, too nimble, too intelligent and too intent on reclaiming control of this series.
It's still not clear what contributed to Jokic's detached performance in a stunning Game 2 loss that plunged the Nuggets into a short-lived existential crisis, but he has resurrected their title defense with three consecutive statement wins that left the Timberwolves gawking in wonder.
"I just laugh," Minnesota guard Anthony Edwards said. "That's all I can do. I can't be mad. He's good, man. He's the MVP. He's the best player in the NBA. He showed it the last three games. He was special tonight. I have to give him his flowers. I don't know what we were supposed to do. Yeah, he was that guy tonight."
Jokic's unmatched ability to toggle between creating high-percentage looks for himself and his teammates proved to be the difference in a tense contest in which neither team led by more than four points until shortly before halftime.
The Nuggets were plus-21 in his 41 minutes and minus-6 in his seven minutes off the court, and they needed his assertiveness with Jamal Murray (16 points) and Michael Porter Jr. (six points on 2-for-10 shooting) having relatively quiet nights. Jokic's handiwork deserved bonus points for degree of difficulty because he remained the only traditional center in Denver's rotation battling Minnesota's front line.
"A loss like Game 2 can do a lot of different things," Nuggets Coach Michael Malone said. "For us, it struck a nerve and reminded us to get back to doing what we do and how we do it. We've played like champions the last three games. That's a far cry from who we were in Game 1 and 2. We'll need even more of that to try to end this series."

Despite being the only center in the Denver rotation, Nikola Jokic has won his battles against the deep Minnesota frontcourt. (David Zalubowski/AP)


The Timberwolves' offense couldn't keep pace in Game 5 without point guard Mike Conley, who was scratched shortly before tip-off with an Achilles' injury suffered late in Game 4. Without Conley's outside shooting to provide spacing, Edwards was stuck facing regular double teams and a crowded court. Minnesota often fielded five-man lineups that included three non-shooters, a very difficult proposition against a high-level playoff opponent.
Edwards shot 1 for 8 in the first half before finishing with 18 points on 5-for-15 shooting in his lowest-scoring and least-efficient showing of the series. The all-star guard, who logged 45 minutes in Game 4 and 44 minutes in Game 5, lacked his typical pop and appeared worn down at several key moments. With the Timberwolves needing to mount a comeback after halftime, Edwards didn't attempt a shot in the first seven minutes of the third quarter and never summoned a response to Jokic.
Minnesota now returns to Target Center, where it dropped Games 3 and 4 in front of an eager crowd that wanted to see the franchise's first Western Conference finals appearance since 2004. Timberwolves Coach Chris Finch said he was "hopeful" Conley would be available for Thursday's Game 6; with or without Conley, Finch will need a more explosive showing from Edwards, who has three 40-point games this postseason.
Though Edwards offered deferential praise to Jokic, his self-confidence remained intact despite Minnesota's first three-game losing streak of the season. After completing his postgame interview in the locker room, Edwards turned to a ballboy and declared, "See you for Game 7."
To make good on those words, the Timberwolves must conjure more effective answers for Jokic, who Malone said boasts a Mensa-worthy understanding of the game. According to Finch, Minnesota will seek to improve its "early positioning" to prevent Jokic from getting to his favorite spots while also taking better care to defend his off-the-dribble attacks so he can't build a full head of steam.
Before his backbreaking three over Gobert, the highlight of Jokic's night was a stroll through the paint for a powerful dunk that saw him cock the ball behind his head with both hands. After keeping a straight face throughout the MVP trophy presentation, Jokic allowed himself a sly smile while recounting his rare aerial feat.
"I had an open lane," he said. "I'm a freak of nature. Why not show my athleticism?"

Playing heavy minutes and facing regular double teams, Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards finished with 18 points on 5-for-15 shooting in a Game 5 loss to the Nuggets. (Abbie Parr/AP)
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Cruise settles with person dragged under one of its robotaxis
The GM-owned self-driving company suspended operations after the crash, but is starting to make a comeback.
By Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-05-15

A Cruise car moves through San Francisco, months before the company suspended its operations after one of its vehicles dragged a pedestrian. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


SAN FRANCISCO -- General Motors-owned self-driving car company Cruise reached a multimillion-dollar settlement this week with the pedestrian that was dragged by one of its cars in October.
Fortune first reported the settlement, which The Washington Post independently confirmed. Cruise paid the victim between $8 million and $12 million, according to Bloomberg News.
The incident, where a woman was hit by a human-driven car and knocked into the path of the Cruise, which then dragged her for 20 feet before stopping, contributed to the company being blocked from operating in San Francisco and halting its operations around the country for months.
"The hearts of all Cruise employees continue to be with the pedestrian, and we hope for her continued recovery," a spokesperson for Cruise said. The Post has been unable to reach the victim or her lawyer.
Before the crash, Cruise's autonomous cars had been a common sight on the streets of San Francisco. They were open to the public, and many people used an app to hail a ride, just like a passenger might with Uber or Lyft. But the company suspended its operations after its car dragged the woman for 20 feet at roughly 7 miles an hour, after another car flung her into its path. The human driver who initially hit the woman fled the scene. The pedestrian was taken to a hospital in critical condition.
The company initially told reporters that the car had stopped just after rolling over the pedestrian, but the California Public Utilities Commission, which regulates permits for self-driving cars, later said Cruise had covered up the truth that its car actually kept going and dragged the woman.
The crash and the questions about what Cruise knew and disclosed to investigators led to a firestorm of scrutiny on the company. Cruise pulled its vehicles off roads countrywide, laid off a quarter of its staff and in November its CEO Kyle Vogt stepped down. The Department of Justice and the Securities and Exchange Commission are investigating the company, adding to a probe from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
In Cruise's absence, Google's Waymo self-driving cars have become the only robotaxis operating in San Francisco.
But Cruise has begun its comeback. On Monday, the company said it would start driving in Phoenix again, with human safety drivers in the vehicles. And in June, the company's president and chief technology officer Mohamed Elshenawy is slated to speak at a conference on artificial-intelligence quality in San Francisco.
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Menendez says wife, a co-defendant in corruption case, has cancer
The statement released by the senator's office about his wife's diagnosis painted a different picture of the couple than his defense attorney had a day earlier.
By Salvador Rizzo | 2024-05-16

Sen. Bob Menendez enters the federal courthouse in Manhattan with his wife, Nadine Menendez, in 2023. (Jeenah Moon/AP)


NEW YORK -- Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) announced Thursday as opening statements continued in his corruption trial that his wife has advanced breast cancer and will undergo surgery and possibly radiation treatment.
The news came a day after a defense attorney told the jury that Nadine Menendez, 57, had kept her husband in the dark about her personal finances and about where she obtained gold bars and other luxury items that the FBI seized -- which prosecutors say were bribes from several businessmen in exchange for the senator's help on ventures involving Egypt and Qatar.
"Nadine is suffering from Grade 3 breast cancer, which will require her to have mastectomy surgery," Menendez said in a four-paragraph statement released by his office. "We are of course, concerned about the seriousness and advanced stage of the disease. ... We hope and pray for the best results."
Nadine Menendez was indicted with her husband and is currently scheduled to be tried in July. Her attorney declined to comment Thursday.
Her legal team disclosed in a court filing last month that she was "recently diagnosed with a serious medical condition that will require a surgical procedure in the next four to six weeks as well as possibly significant follow-up and recovery treatment." The condition was not identified then.
Menendez's statement said she had asked him to disclose her diagnosis "as a result of constant press inquiries and reporters following my wife." It portrayed the couple as more united than the picture painted in court by the lawmaker's defense team.
According to prosecutors, a trace of serial numbers on the ingots found in the couple's Englewood Cliffs, N.J., residence in 2022 showed they came from New Jersey real estate developer Fred Daibes, another co-defendant.
Menendez attorney Avi Weitzman told the jury Wednesday that the senator's wife had "sidelined" him from conversations she was having with Daibes and other New Jersey businessmen who are alleged to have supplied her with gold, cash, a Mercedes-Benz convertible and other items, in exchange for her husband's assistance on deals with Egypt and an investment fund run by a member of the Qatari royal family.
The senator, 70, is also accused of pressuring state and federal prosecutors in New Jersey to drop criminal probes into Daibes and two others.
Weitzman said the couple "largely lived separate lives" after they married in 2020 and did not share bank accounts, credit cards or cellphone plans.
"She kept him in the dark on what she was asking others to give her," Weitzman said. "She was outgoing; she was fun-loving. But she wasn't going to let Bob know that she had financial problems. So what did Nadine do? She tried to get cash and assets any which way she could."
Opening statements concluded Thursday morning in U.S. District Court in Manhattan. The prosecution's first witness is an FBI agent who is testifying about the 2022 search of the Menendez home and the "loose cash, gold, envelopes of cash, jewelry, gold coins, one-ounce gold bars, one-kilogram gold bar" and other things that were seized.
Attorneys for Daibes and the final co-defendant, New Jersey businessman Wael "Will" Hana, told the jury that prosecutors would not be able to prove their clients had a corrupt agreement to provide cash and luxury items in exchange for official acts by Menendez to benefit their businesses.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Two brothers arrested for allegedly stealing $25M of crypto in 12 seconds
Prosecutors said Anton and James Peraire-Bueno, who both studied at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, manipulated the ethereum blockchain to steal $25M.
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-05-16

According to the unsealed indictment, the two brothers used "the specialized skills developed during their education, as well as their expertise in cryptocurrency trading" to exploit the integrity of ethereum. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


Two brothers have been arrested and charged with wire fraud after federal prosecutors in Manhattan accused them of stealing around $25 million worth of cryptocurrency from traders in an elaborate online heist that prosecutors described as a "first-of-its kind" scheme.
Anton Peraire-Bueno, 24, of Boston, and James Peraire-Bueno, 28, of New York, allegedly carried out "a technologically sophisticated, cutting-edge scheme they plotted for months and executed in seconds," Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said in a statement Wednesday.
Prosecutors accused the men of fraudulently gaining access to pending cryptocurrency transactions on the ethereum blockchain and then redirecting the proceeds in April 2023.
Lawyers representing Anton Peraire-Bueno did not immediately respond to an overnight request for comment and the identity of James Peraire-Bueno's attorneys was not immediately clear.
According to the unsealed indictment, the two brothers "studied mathematics and computer science at one of the most prestigious universities in the country." They used "the specialized skills developed during their education, as well as their expertise in cryptocurrency trading" to exploit the integrity of ethereum, a decentralized blockchain network that has hosted an average of more than a million transactions per day since at least 2023, the indictment alleged.
While the indictment did not name the university the brothers attended, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology confirmed in an email that Anton Peraire-Bueno earned a bachelor's degree in Computer Science and Engineering in February 2024, while James Peraire-Bueno earned a bachelor's degree in Mathematics with Computer Science, and in Aerospace Engineering in June 2019, as well as a master's degree in Aeronautics and Astronautics in June 2021.
According to the indictment, the two men "manipulated and tampered with the process and protocols by which transactions are validated and added to the ethereum blockchain," thereby gaining fraudulent access to pending transactions and giving them the ability to steal funds.
"Once they put their plan into action, their heist only took 12 seconds to complete," said U.S. Attorney Damian Williams for the Southern District of New York.
In December 2022, they created and shared an online document with each other that laid out their plans, before engaging in test or "bait" transactions to identify three victim traders, according to prosecutors. After stealing approximately $25 million from them in April 2023, the brothers took "numerous steps" to hide their identity, including setting up shell companies and using multiple private cryptocurrency addresses and foreign cryptocurrency exchanges to hide the money, prosecutors alleged.
The brothers then ignored repeated requests from one of the victims, their lawyer and a representative from ethereum to return the stolen money, and instead carried out transactions in an attempt to hide both the source and ownership of the funds, according to the indictment.
The pair were arrested Tuesday. Each brother is charged with conspiracy to commit wire fraud, wire fraud, and conspiracy to commit money laundering. If convicted, they face a maximum sentence of up to 20 years in prison for each count.
"Unfortunately for the defendants, their alleged crimes were no match for Department of Justice prosecutors and IRS agents, who unraveled this first-of-its kind wire fraud and money laundering scheme," Monaco, the deputy attorney general, said in her statement, adding that the Department of Justice would continue to root out fraud and support victims, "as cryptocurrency markets continue to evolve."
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White House says Hur tapes are privileged as Congress moves to hold Garland in contempt
President Biden has asserted executive privilege over audio and video recordings from the special counsel investigation into his handling of classified materials.
By Jacqueline Alemany, Perry Stein | 2024-05-16

Attorney General Merrick Garland answers questions March 1 during a hearing of the Senate Judiciary Committee in Washington. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


President Biden has asserted executive privilege over the audio recordings from the special counsel investigation into his handling of classified materials and will refuse congressional requests to hand them over, the White House and the Justice Department said in separate letters to House Republican leaders Thursday.
The letters were sent hours before the GOP-led House Oversight and Judiciary committees were scheduled in two separate meetings to advance a contempt resolution against Attorney General Merrick Garland for defying a subpoena that demanded the recordings, which include hours of special counsel Robert K. Hur interviewing Biden.
Garland had requested that Biden assert executive privilege over the recordings, saying that it could harm efforts to get officials to cooperate with future investigations and sit for taped interviews, according to a letter between the attorney general and president that was made public Thursday. Biden's assertion of executive privilege means that Garland is prohibited from releasing the tapes to Congress.
It is rare for an attorney general to publicly request that a president assert executive privilege.
The attorney general briefly addressed reporters Thursday morning at Justice Department headquarters and sharply rebuked what he characterized as the congressional committees' repeated disparagement of the law enforcement agency, putting its prosecutors and investigators in danger. He vowed to "protect this building and its people."
"There have been a series of unprecedented and, frankly unfounded, attacks on the Justice Department," Garland said in the hallway outside his office. "This effort to use contempt as a method of obtaining our sensitive law enforcement files is just the most recent."
The White House letter to the House Republicans echoes those concerns, notes the transcripts of the interviews have already been provided to lawmakers and accuses Republicans of wanting to "distort" the recordings for political gain.
"The absence of a legitimate need for the audio recordings lays bare your likely goal -- to chop them up, distort them, and use them for partisan political purposes," said the letter from Edward N. Siskel, counsel to the president. "Demanding such sensitive and constitutionally-protected law enforcement materials from the Executive Branch because you want to manipulate them for potential political gain is inappropriate."
House Republicans have slammed the Justice Department's investigations into both Biden and Donald Trump as politicized. They have criticized the Justice Department for not charging Biden as Donald Trump faces 40 federal charges in Florida over accusations that he kept top-secret government documents at Mar-a-Lago -- his home and private club.
Republicans have accused, with no evidence, the Justice Department of launching multiple investigations into Trump as a way to sink his election chances.
But the document investigations into Biden and Trump are notably different, with Trump being charged with thwarting government demands to return the documents. Federal officials say that Biden cooperated throughout the Hur investigation.
Many Republicans on the oversight committee were in a Manhattan courtroom Thursday to support Trump as he is on trial over accusations that falsified business records to conceal a hush money payment made to a porn actress that says she had a sexual encounter with Trump.
Reps. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.), Anna Paulina Luna (R-Fla.), Michael Cloud (R-Tex.) and Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.) are all on the oversight committee and attended Trump's trial Thursday. That prompted the committee to make last-minute scheduling changes to the Garland contempt vote, pushing the meeting back from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday.




Garland appointed Hur in January 2023 to investigate the handling of classified documents found at a former Biden office and his Delaware home. Hur, who interviewed Biden in October, concluded in his final report that there was not enough proof to charge the president with crimes. But in the same 345-page document, he wrote that his decision was in part influenced by the fact that if Biden were prosecuted, it would be "difficult to convince a jury that they should convict him -- by then a former president well into his eighties -- of a serious felony that requires a mental state of willfulness."
Republicans have seized on Hur's description of Biden as "a well-meaning, elderly man with a poor memory" -- a characterization that Hur maintained was relevant to his decisions as special counsel during his appearance before Congress in March.


Garland has said that he has already made extraordinary efforts to accommodate House Republican requests, including handing over the transcript from the Biden interview, which is not typically done.
House Republicans' impeachment inquiry into Biden and his family's finances has stalled in recent months, bedeviled by a lack of hard evidence and some members' doubts about the viability -- and political effectiveness -- of the effort. But top Republicans argue that Garland is to blame for their lack of progress. They assert he has impeded their inquiry by providing only transcripts, rather than recordings, of the special counsel's interviews.
In a report released this week by the House Oversight and Accountability Committee, Chairman James Comer (R-Ky.) wrote that the committee needed all documents and communications related to the special counsel's interview to determine "whether President Biden willfully retained classified information and documents related to, among other places, Ukraine to assist his family's business dealings or to enrich his family."
Rep. Jamie Raskin (Md.), the top Democrat on the Oversight Committee, retorted in a statement that Republicans are "trying to blame Attorney General Merrick Garland for their own protracted comedy of errors."
"The Attorney General gave Republicans the information they asked for, and it's delightfully absurd to suggest that listening to the President's words instead of just reading them will suddenly reveal the mystery high crime and misdemeanor the Republicans have been unable to identify since 2023," he added.
With a threadbare majority, House Republicans need near unanimity to hold Garland in contempt of Congress.
Justice Department officials notified House Republicans last month that they would not provide recordings of Biden's interviews with then-special counsel Hur about the classified documents found in 2022 at the president's Wilmington, Del., home and an office he used after his vice presidency.
In a letter to Comer and to Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), the chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, a senior Justice Department official wrote that the request seemed politically motivated -- and not "in service of legitimate oversight or investigatory functions" -- as Republicans already have transcripts of Biden's interviews. The department has also argued that publicly releasing the tapes could chill witness cooperation in the future.




Comer has so far produced no hard evidence that Joe Biden was a direct participant in or beneficiary of his son Hunter Biden's business dealings. Though some of Hunter Biden's close associates have placed his father in proximity to people involved with some of his business deals, none of the allegations have proved the GOP's claims that Hunter Biden's business activities fueled an influence-peddling operation that enriched the president and his family.
In interviews with right-wing media outlets, Comer has indicated that his investigation will come to an end imminently but not without potential criminal referrals. It remains unclear whether lawmakers will formally accuse Biden of a crime -- and what crimes they may allege he committed.
House Republicans have previously attempted to hold other administration figures in contempt.
Last year, Comer led the charge to hold FBI Director Christopher A. Wray in contempt of Congress for failing to comply with a subpoena demanding he hand over in full an FBI document that contained unsubstantiated allegations about Biden and his family. The Justice Department later charged the former FBI informant who made the allegations about Biden and his family with lying to authorities about a multimillion-dollar bribery scheme. The ex-informant has pleaded not guilty.
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Are tacos and burritos sandwiches? A judge in Indiana ruled yes.
The judge ruled that tacos and burritos are "Mexican-style sandwiches" after a city denied a taco restaurant a permit to open a location at a shopping center that restricts fast food. 
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-05-16

An Indiana judge ruled that tacos, such as these from a Mexico City taco stall in 2022, are "Mexican-style sandwiches." (Alfredo Estrella/AFP/Getty Images)


It's a question that has stood the test of time -- and one that fed a years-long legal battle in an Indiana city.
Are tacos considered sandwiches?
According to one judge in Fort Wayne, Ind., the answer is yes. And he says burritos are sandwiches, too.
Allen County Superior Court Judge Craig J. Bobay wrote in a ruling Monday that tacos and burritos are "Mexican-style sandwiches." Bobay made the decision in a case reviewing whether a restaurant, "Famous Taco," could open a new location at a Fort Wayne shopping center.
The zoning policy for the property prohibits fast food, but allows exceptions for restaurants whose primary business is to sell "made-to-order" or Subway-style sandwiches. A city commission denied the request.
But Famous Taco, Bobay ruled, is allowed at the shopping center because it would serve "Mexican-style sandwiches," and the zoning policy "does not restrict potential restaurants to only American cuisine-style sandwiches." Hypothetically, other restaurants that serve made-to-order items, including "Greek gyros, Indian naan wraps or Vietnamese banh mi," would also be allowed, Bobay wrote in his decision.
Attorneys for the Fort Wayne Plan Commission and the resident trying to open the Famous Taco restaurant in the shopping center did not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday.
A spokesperson for the Allen County Superior Court said Bobay does not comment on cases on his docket. But his ruling brought "the most food-related feedback" to the court, spokesperson John McGauley said. It also probably marked, McGauley added, the first time a ruling from the court had "shown up on Barstool Sports."
The Indiana court is not the first to consider the legality of a food's categorization.
In 2005, the Department of Agriculture published its own view on the sandwich debate with its Food Standards and Labeling Policy Book. The book stipulates that a burrito is a "Mexican style sandwich-like product."
Another theory that led to much online debate is the Cube Rule, which categorizes food based on the location of the starch. Using the Cube Rule, a burrito is a calzone, or a dish fully enclosed in starch, and a taco is just that -- a taco, or a product with starch on the bottom and two opposing sides.
A hot dog is also considered a taco under the Cube Rule.
Fort Wayne's own food fight dates back to 2022, when resident Martin Quintana, the developer of the shopping center property, wanted to allow the Famous Taco restaurant to open there, but a nearby condominium association raised concerns that the business violated the property's zoning policy.
Discussions with Fort Wayne's Plan Commission about whether to allow Famous Taco to open under an amendment to the original zoning policy followed. The policy did not allow fast-food restaurants such as Wendy's and McDonald's, but made an exception for sandwich businesses, citing examples including Subway and Jimmy John's. Restaurants under the exception could not have outdoor seating, drive-through service, alcohol sales or outdoor speakers.
At an October 2022 meeting, Quintana told the Plan Commission that the disagreement over Famous Taco had "kind of became an argument of ... is a taco a sandwich or not."
Ultimately, the commission did not approve the amendment, denying approval for Famous Taco -- a decision Quintana asked the court to review in December 2022.
In his decision this week, Bobay ruled that Famous Taco "is permissible under the terms of the original" policy and could classify as a restaurant serving "made-to-order" or Subway-style sandwiches.
With that, at least for now, the judge seems to have wrapped up the sandwich beef in Fort Wayne.
"No amendment was necessary," Bobay wrote.
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Bob Menendez, a senator motivated by greed or deluded by love? 
In opening statements Wednesday in Menendez's corruption trial, prosecutors portrayed the lawmaker as conniving. The defense said his wife duped him. 
By Salvador Rizzo | 2024-05-16

Sen. Bob Menendez arrives at federal court in Manhattan on Wednesday, hours before a jury was seated and opening arguments began in his corruption trial. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


She was dazzling, worldly, fluent in four languages -- and from a wealthy family in the Persian rug business that owned a lot of gold.
Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) fell hard for Nadine Arslanian in 2018, the start of a fateful romance that has landed him in Manhattan federal court as star defendant. His trial, in which opening statements began Wednesday afternoon, could be a grim capstone to his 50-year political career.
Menendez, the former chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, is accused of taking extravagant bribes -- gold bars, a $60,000 convertible -- in exchange for helping New Jersey businessmen lock down lucrative deals with the governments of Egypt and Qatar while also pressuring prosecutors in his home state to drop three criminal probes, among other allegations.
Menendez and Arslanian married in 2020. Defense attorney Avi Weitzman said Wednesday that Arslanian took her husband's  name but kept a complicated web of financial relationships hidden from him.
"Nadine had financial concerns that she kept from Bob," Weitzman told the jury. "She was often supported by others, by her former husband or her wealthy family. ... She kept him in the dark."
Weitzman said the couple "largely continued to live separate lives" after their wedding, with separate bank accounts, credit cards and cellphone plans. It was Nadine, he said, who was in regular communication with the businessmen and collecting luxury items from them. Those were not bribes and they did not influence the senator, Weitzman said.
Menendez knew his wife owned gold bars and included them in a financial disclosure form filed with the Senate in 2021, Weitzman said. But he thought the ingots had come from her family -- not from Fred Daibes, a New Jersey real estate developer and co-defendant in the trial, who is alleged to have supplied cash and gold in exchange for help securing a financial investment from a member of Qatar's royal family.

In this courtroom sketch, Sen. Bob Menendez, seated far left, watches as attorney Avi Weitzman gives the defense's opening statement Wednesday. (Elizabeth Williams/AP)


"Where were the gold bars found? It is Nadine's closet ... filled with all of Nadine's clothing," Weitzman said. Menendez "did not know that she had any gold bars provided by Fred Daibes," he said, in part because his wife "sidelined" him from the running conversation she was having with Daibes and the trial's other co-defendant, businessman Wael "Will" Hana, who was seeking a monopoly from the Egyptian government to certify beef imports as halal.
In her opening statement, Assistant U.S. Attorney Lara Pomerantz of the Southern District of New York dismissed the image of Menendez as a moonstruck dupe. He was a key senator with a big say over billions of dollars in U.S. military aid that Egypt was "hungry" to receive, she said. Menendez is alleged to have steered hundreds of millions of dollars in military aid to that country despite the concerns of U.S. officials about its record on human rights.
"For years, Bob Menendez betrayed the people he was supposed to serve," Pomerantz told the jury. "And what was his price? Gold bars, envelopes stuffed with cash, a Mercedes-Benz convertible ..."
The prosecutor said jurors would be shown the ingots, the stacks of cash, and reams of text messages and emails showing how the Menendezes were operating the influence-peddling scheme, communicating with the businessmen and foreign officials "day by day, hour by hour -- sometimes even minute by minute."
When the FBI started asking questions, the couple started covering their tracks, she said: "He was smart enough not to send too many texts. He had Nadine do that for him."
Weitzman acknowledged that the gold bars and other items that anchor the government's case could strike observers as "fishy." Yet Menendez had innocent explanations, he said.
Yes, Menendez repeatedly Googled the price of gold as his wife received the ingots, Weitzman said -- but he was naturally curious because commodity prices are always in flux and he knew she had family gold.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Lara Pomerantz gives her opening statement on Wednesday while gesturing to the senator, far left, as Judge Sidney H. Stein presides in Manhattan federal court. (Elizabeth Williams/AP)


Eighteen New Yorkers -- 12 jurors, six alternates -- were sworn in Wednesday afternoon.
Menendez, 70, faces a raft of felony counts from bribery and extortion to obstruction of justice and acting as a foreign agent for Egypt. He could spend the rest of his life in prison if convicted on all 16 charges. His attorneys had suggested in a court filing that the senator would cast some blame on his wife, who was also charged in the indictment and is scheduled to be tried in July.
U.S. District Judge Sidney H. Stein has barred Menendez's legal team from calling a forensic psychiatrist to the witness stand. She was expected to testify that Menendez developed a mental health condition because of "intergenerational trauma stemming from his family's experience as refugees, who had their funds confiscated by the Cuban government and were left with only a small amount of cash that they had stashed away in their home," as a defense court filing details.
According to his attorneys, that trauma is why Menendez developed a fear of scarcity and routinely kept sums of cash at home as a coping mechanism. Nearly half a million dollars was found when investigators raided his residence in Englewood Cliffs, N.J., in 2022. Weitzman said Menendez had a habit of withdrawing up to $500 several times per month over 30 years to stash in his home.
The trial is expected to last at least six weeks and feature a multitude of witnesses -- including one businessman, Jose Uribe, who pleaded guilty this year to bribing Nadine Menendez by paying for the Mercedes-Benz, among other offenses.
When Menendez moved in with his wife in 2020, he had "bags of cash, which he stored in the basement," Weitzman said. He called Uribe a liar and criminal but said his testimony would not implicate Menendez directly in the bribery scheme that prosecutors allege.
The senator is also accused of pressuring state and federal prosecutors in New Jersey to drop investigations into Daibes and two of Uribe's associates, and those prosecutors will also take the stand. Weitzman said he was raising legitimate concerns about selective prosecution and discrimination against Hispanics.
The U.S. attorney's office in New Jersey was investigating Daibes in 2018 over fraud allegations. Menendez tried multiple times to derail that investigation, Pomerantz said.
"It wasn't out of the goodness of his heart," she said. "He was being paid bribes by Daibes to disrupt a federal criminal prosecution."
Other potential witnesses include more than a dozen U.S. senators, former Cabinet officials, two Qatari sheikhs, a forensic accountant, and New Jersey mayors and state lawmakers from Menendez's domain in Hudson County.
The trial is expected to continue Thursday with opening statements from attorneys for Daibes and Hana.
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Read the daily court transcripts from Trump's N.Y. hush money trial 
Access the daily court transcripts from former president Donald Trump's hush money trial in New York, including testimony from David Pecker and Stormy Daniels. 
By Aaron Schaffer | 2024-05-15

Justice Juan Merchan warns former president Donald Trump that further violations of a gag order could land him in jail during Trump's criminal trial in New York on May 6. (Jane Rosenberg/Reuters)


After jury selection in Donald Trump's historic records-falsification trial, the New York state court system began posting daily transcripts of the trial proceedings on its website.
The trial transcripts are produced quickly and may contain typos or small errors. The Washington Post is regularly downloading the images of each page, combining them into searchable PDFs and linking to them below:
(To get daily recaps of the trial, sign up for The Trump Trials newsletter.)
May 14, 2024: Michael Cohen testimony
May 13, 2024: Michael Cohen testimony
May 10, 2024: Trump's former White House assistant's testimony
May 9, 2024: Stormy Daniels testimony
May 7, 2024: Stormy Daniels testimony
May 6, 2024: Judge again finds Trump in contempt; Trump Organization employees testify
May 3, 2024: Hope Hicks testimony (Editor's note: Earlier versions of this page included the wrong transcript for the May 3 trial date. The entry has been updated with the correct transcript.)
May 2, 2024: Stormy Daniels's lawyer's testimony
April 30, 2024: Trump found in contempt; Stormy Daniels's lawyer testifies
April 26, 2024: David Pecker and Rhona Graff testimony
April 25, 2024: David Pecker testimony
April 23, 2024: David Pecker testimony
April 22, 2024: Opening statements
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Puppy abandoned with heart-rending note is adopted, named Minerva
"Good Puppy. House Broken. Don't Have A Name," read the handwritten message with a pup who was left at the Pennsylvania SPCA. 
By Sydney Page | 2024-05-15

Minerva, a 5-month-old puppy who was abandoned outside the Pennsylvania SPCA with a note. (Aaliyah Grose)


The puppy was tied to a pole outside of a Philadelphia shelter and left with a brief note.
"Good Puppy. House Broken. Don't Have A Name," read the handwritten message, which also said the dog is a pit bull-mastiff mix born Dec. 15, 2023.
A clinic nurse found the dog the morning of May 8 and told her co-workers at the Pennsylvania SPCA that the pup appeared terrified.
"She was very scared, very shy, shut down a little bit," said Gillian Kocher, the shelter's director of public relations.

The puppy with the note she was left with. (Pennsylvania SPCA)


A veterinary examination found that the dog was in excellent physical condition -- apart from some discharge around her eyes, possibly from tears. While dogs don't shed tears when sad, shelter staff could tell the puppy had a fearful, despondent look in her eyes.
"We do feel like somebody cared about her," Kocher said, adding that she wasn't underweight and did not show signs of physical abuse.
While animals being abandoned with a heart-rending note is relatively rare, Kocher said, surrenders to the shelter have become increasingly common in recent years.

Shelter staff said the puppy seemed scared and shy when they found her. (Pennsylvania SPCA)


"A year or two ago, you would see this happen once a month, and now you see it happen maybe once or twice a week," Kocher said.
When people drop off their pets, they will most often say they are facing financial hardship or housing concerns, she said.
The surge in surrenders has left shelters across the country in crisis mode. They have become unmanageably overcrowded as more people are giving up their pets -- and fewer are willing to adopt.
"If you have to worry about putting food on the table or keeping a pet, when push comes to shove, the pet is probably going to go," Kocher said.

The note the puppy was left with. (Pennsylvania SPCA)


The shelter is working on improving what it calls "pet retention," to keep as many animals as possible with their families.
"We go out into neighborhoods and provide free veterinary care," Kocher said, adding that the shelter also offers food and other supplies to families who need support.
"We would love to have the opportunity to help keep an animal in a home by providing resources and doing whatever we can do," Kocher said.
Still, in some situations, surrendering a pet to the shelter is the best thing an owner can do, she said.
"People can get really upset about animals being abandoned, and I certainly can understand that, but we sort of take on the viewpoint that they are getting these animals to the right place," Kocher said. "People are bringing these animals to us for a reason, knowing we are a safe haven for them."
Matt Zankowski, an intake coordinator at the shelter, decided the puppy's name would be Minerva.
"I like to put in classical references when I can," he said. "She had soulful eyes and appeared wise beyond her years, so I named her after the Roman goddess of wisdom."

Sarah Brown, social media and marketing coordinator with Pennsylvania SPCA, with Minerva. (Pennsylvania SPCA)


The shelter shared a post about the pup on social media with her backstory, hoping to draw interest from prospective adopters.
"Our hearts broke for her. She was so terrified. But she was safe with us now," the post read. "At just five months old, this sweet girl has been abandoned by likely the only family she has known. And sadly, this is not a unique situation."
Hundreds of comments poured in, including plenty with offers to foster and adopt Minerva.
"My heart breaks for this pup but so thankful she was left there and not dumped or hurt," someone commented. "You guys will get her a good home and show her the love and care she's always needed."
"Thank you for saving her. Heartbreaking," another person wrote.
After sifting through adoption offers, the shelter settled on someone they thought would be the right fit for Minerva.
"It was love at first sight," said Aaliyah Grose, who brought Minerva home on Sunday. "She reminded me of my family dog."
Minerva is adjusting to her new home, Grose said, and mingling well with her pup siblings -- Siona, 3, and Ghost, 2.
"We've only had her for two days but she is already showing signs of love and strength," Grose said, adding that Minerva's eyes are still slightly teary, and she is going for a checkup next week. "She is very happy and very playful."
Kocher and her colleagues said they hope Minerva's story encourages people to visit their local shelter.
"There are loving, deserving animals in shelters," Kocher said. "There's nothing that loves you more than a shelter pet who you rescued."
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Middle East conflict live updates: U.S.-built pier anchored in Gaza; ICJ hears Rafah is 'endgame' in Gaza destruction
A temporary pier built by the United States to help distribute humanitarian aid delivered by sea was anchored Thursday morning at a beach in Gaza, U.S. Central Command said. 
By Frances Vinall, Jennifer Hassan, Emily Rauhala, Karen DeYoung, Dan Lamothe, Jintak Han, Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-05-16
A temporary pier built by the United States to help distribute humanitarian aid delivered by sea was anchored Thursday morning in Gaza, U.S. Central Command said. South Africa asked the International Court of Justice on Thursday to order Israel to cease its military operations in Gaza immediately, including in Rafah, with a lawyer representing Pretoria describing the Rafah offensive as "part of the end game in which Gaza is utterly destroyed."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/05/16/israel-hamas-war-news-gaza-palestine-rafah/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Slovakia's Fico in serious condition; suspect charged with attempted murder
The brutal attack has shaken Slovakia and spotlighted deep political divisions in the country. 
By Emily Rauhala, Ladka Bauerova | 2024-05-16

Slovakia's prime minister, Robert Fico, remains in serious but stable condition after being shot five times at close range on May 15.


Slovakia's prime minister, Robert Fico, remained in grave condition Thursday after a shooting that officials were calling the most high-profile assassination attempt in Europe in years.
Interior Minister Matus Sutaj Estok said a suspect had been charged with attempted premeditated murder and that the attack had been politically motivated.
"He was not a member of any radicalized political group, neither left nor right," Estok said. "This is a lone wolf whose steps and actions accelerated after the presidential election, because he was unhappy about the election results."
The director of the hospital where Fico, 59, is being treated said Thursday morning that his condition had been stabilized but remained "very serious" after an operation that lasted five hours.
"The prime minister narrowly escaped death," said President-elect Peter Pellegrini, who briefly visited Fico at the hospital. He suggested that the prognosis remained uncertain and that "the most important hours and days are ahead."
Deputy Prime Minister Robert Kalinak said the prime minister suffered multiple traumas and his ability to communicate is limited.
The brutal attack has shaken Slovakia and spotlighted deep political divisions in the country. Some of Fico's allies have blamed political opposition politicians and journalists for creating an environment conducive to violent attacks. Some democracy advocates have voiced concern that the government will now move to further constrain opposition voices and independent media.
Pellegrini, a Fico ally, appeared alongside outgoing President Zuzana Caputova, a Fico rival, on Thursday to urge calm and invite the leaders of all the political parties to the presidential palace.

Slovak President-elect Peter Pellegrini, left, and outgoing President Zuzana Caputova appear together in Bratislava, Slovakia, on Thursday. (Jaroslav Novak/TASR/Reuters)


The attack on Fico took place Wednesday in Handlova, about two hours east of the Slovak capital, Bratislava. The prime minister had just left a government meeting. Video from the scene shows him shaking hands with people gathered outside when a man starts shooting at him at close range. Five shots were fired before the assailant was tackled to the ground by security officers.
Officials have not publicly identified the suspect, citing an information embargo on the case. Local media have identified him as a 71-year-old Slovak man.
Fico is a highly polarizing figure who is on his fourth stint as prime minister. Though his party has roots on the left, he has in recent years embraced positions more associated with the far right, adopting nationalist, anti-immigrant politics and conservative social views.
In 2018, he was forced out as prime minister after public outrage over the killing of a journalist who was investigating ties between his associates and the Italian mafia. He returned to power last fall, winning a hard-fought election on a pro-Russian and anti-NATO platform.
In the months since, he has drawn ire in some quarters for announcing the end of weapons deliveries to Ukraine and trying to push forward a plan to abolish the state broadcaster and replace it with a new channel under greater state control.
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Who is Robert Fico, Slovakia's prime minister who was shot?
Political groups in Slovakia and leaders across Europe condemned the shooting, but Fico has also been a polarizing figure in his country and the European Union.
By Emily Rauhala, Loveday Morris, Ladka Bauerova, Niha Masih | 2024-05-16

Slovakia's prime minister, Robert Fico, speaks at a news conference in Handlova, Slovakia, on Wednesday before the attack. (Radovan Stoklasa/TASR/AP)


Robert Fico, Slovakia's prime minister, remained in serious condition after being shot multiple times on Wednesday.
Political groups in Slovakia and leaders across Europe roundly condemned the shooting. But Fico (pronounced FEET-so) has also been a polarizing figure in his country and within the European Union.
Here's what to know.
Fico, 59, is serving as Slovakia's prime minister for the fourth time.
Born in what was Czechoslovakia, he started off as a member of the Communist Party. But after being overlooked for a ministerial post in 1998, he formed his own party, Smer, and erased his old one within five years.
Fico built a following by combining far-left social policy with nationalism and conservative positions more associated with the radical right. He has called adoption by same-sex couples a "perversion" and accused journalists of running an organized-crime group.
In 2018, Fico was forced to resign as prime minister amid public outrage over the killing of a journalist who had been investigating ties between Fico associates and the Italian mafia. But he staged a comeback last year by capitalizing on growing skepticism about the war in Ukraine, frustration with a cost-of-living crisis and distrust in government.
Among his most controversial proposals since returning to power is a plan to replace the public broadcaster with a new channel under greater government control.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban speaks with Fico during a European Union summit in Brussels on Feb. 1. (Geert Vanden Wijngaert/AP)


When Fico was sworn in again last fall, some analysts predicted he would try to establish an illiberal axis within the E.U., potentially becoming a second spoiler alongside Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
Some European officials have accused Fico of unfairly targeting nongovernmental organizations and trying to undermine the free press.
But the biggest shift has come on Ukraine. Fico announced in October that Slovakia would stop delivering arms to Ukraine and would only deliver humanitarian and civilian aid.
"The war in Ukraine is not ours. We have nothing to do with it," he said.
Fico's rhetoric in recent years has been laced with fringe conspiracy theories and included lines that echo Kremlin talking points. He has accused financier George Soros of picking Slovakia's presidents and blamed "Ukrainian Nazis and fascists" for starting the war in Ukraine.
After Wednesday's shooting, Russian President Vladimir Putin paid tribute to him as "a courageous and strong-minded man," according to Reuters.

Video from May 15 shows Slovakia's prime minister, Robert Fico, greeting members of the public before shots ring out.


Fico was attacked on Wednesday in the central Slovakian town of Handlova, after leaving a government meeting.
In videos of the incident, he can be seen shaking hands with people across a metal barrier when a man appears to start shooting at close range. Five shots ring out before the attacker is tackled by security.
Hospital officials said Thursday morning that Fico underwent complex surgery over five hours and was in stable but serious condition.
Government officials have not publicly identified the suspect they detained, but they charged him with attempted murder and said he was motivated by politics and acted alone.
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South Africa asks U.N. court to order Israel to halt Rafah assault
At The Hague, South Africa's legal team argued that Israel's offensive poses an "extreme risk" to "the very survival of Palestinians in Gaza as a group."
By Emily Rauhala | 2024-05-16

South Africa on May 13 urged the International Court of Justice to order Israel to halt its Rafah offensive and do more to protect civilians in Gaza.


South Africa on Thursday urged the International Court of Justice to order Israel to halt its Rafah offensive and protect civilians in Gaza.
In a hearing at The Hague's Peace Palace, South Africa's legal team argued that Israel's offensive poses an "extreme risk" to humanitarian supplies and basic services, to the Palestinian medical system and to "the very survival of Palestinians in Gaza as a group." On Friday, Israel will respond.
South Africa brought a case against Israel late last year, accusing the country of "genocidal acts" and asking the court to issue "provisional measures" to stem the violence. Israel has rejected the charges.
In January, the ICJ ordered Israel to do more to prevent the killing of civilians in Gaza but did not call for a cease-fire. This month, South Africa returned to the court to ask for additional measures, citing developments in Rafah.

A Palestinian woman leaves a dismantled camp in Rafah as people seek to move to safer areas in central Gaza on Wednesday. (AFP/Getty Images))


Roughly 600,000 people have fled Rafah since May 6, including about 150,000 people in the past 48 hours, according to the U.N. The city's population had swelled from about 275,000 to well over 1 million during the course of the war and aid groups say conditions for civilians there are increasingly dire.
"The court will be asking whether the situation has changed since its last round of orders," said Juliette McIntyre, a law lecturer at the University of South Australia who specializes in international courts and tribunals.
"It is possible that the ground offensive in Rafah will also be considered a new development that has not been sufficiently addressed by the earlier orders, even though the earlier orders are reasonably broad," she said.
McIntyre said it was unlikely that the ICJ would dismiss the call for additional measures altogether.
"The court remains unable to order Hamas to cease-fire, and will be cognizant of this imbalance," she said. "But they might order Israel ... to do what they can to achieve a cease-fire. Or they may go further and order a cease-fire directly."
The decision, when it comes, will not be a ruling on whether Israel has, as South Africa alleges, committed genocide. Instead, provisional measures aim to prevent a situation from getting worse while the proceedings play out, potentially over years.
After this week's hearings, the court will likely take some time to deliberate before making a decision -- though the exact timeline remains unclear.
The ICJ was established after World War II to settle disputes between countries and is the main judicial body of the United Nations. Though its decisions are legally binding, they are hard to enforce.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/05/16/south-africa-israel-rafa-genocide-icj/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Riots are flaring on a French archipelago in the South Pacific. Here's why. 
France declared a state of emergency in New Caledonia, where several people have died and hundreds have been injured. Discontent over voting rights sparked unrest.
By Andrew Jeong, Annabelle Timsit | 2024-05-16

Protesters gather outside the Noumea courthouse on Monday in New Caledonia. (Theo Rouby/AFP/Getty Images)


Deadly riots erupted this week in New Caledonia, a French overseas territory in the South Pacific, leaving at least five dead and hundreds injured, according to French officials.
The outburst of violence was sparked by a bill approved by the French National Assembly in Paris that would expand voting rights in the archipelago to people who have lived there for 10 or more years. Critics argue that it could marginalize the Indigenous Kanak population. The constitutional change has not yet been adopted.

Eyewitness video shows the aftermath of deadly riots in the Pacific territory of New Caledonia, after France approved changes to the island's voting system.


The former French colony in the South Pacific is about 880 miles northeast of the Australian city of Brisbane and 850 miles southwest of Fiji. It is more than 10,000 miles from Paris, where the decision about voting was made.
The archipelago is home to approximately 270,000 people. The Kanaks make up around 41 percent of the territory's population, according to the International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, a Denmark-based human rights organization. About 24 percent of the population identifies as European.
The proposed amendment is likely to strengthen the voting power of people who have settled in the French territory relatively recently. Under current law, more than 40,000 French citizens living in the territory, or almost a quarter of eligible voters, cannot vote in local elections there, according to the French National Assembly.
France took control of New Caledonia in 1853. Its Indigenous Kanak people -- whose ancestors suffered from harsh segregation policies under French rule -- largely want to gain independence from Paris and view the bill as an attempt to dilute their voting power.
In a landmark agreement in 1998 known as the Noumea Accord, the French government agreed to restrict local voting rights to people who met certain conditions -- such as having been born before 1989 and having lived there from 1988 to 1998, or having at least one parent who was born in New Caledonia, among others -- which were designed to give voting power to those with strong links to New Caledonia.
In addition to the rules on voting rights, the 1998 Noumea agreement set out provisions for three referendums to decide New Caledonia's future, but each one rejected independence. Pro-independence parties boycotted the last vote in December 2021 because of the pandemic.

Video filmed May 16 shows the aftermath of deadly riots in the French overseas territory of New Caledonia in response to changes to voting rules.


At least five people are dead, including two gendarme law enforcement officers, according to French officials. The second officer was killed Thursday by an "accidental shot," while a unit was preparing an armored vehicle to deploy on a mission, according to the national force of gendarmes, which said it was investigating the circumstances of the incident.
Hundreds more, including dozens of police officers, are injured.
Deserted vehicles were burning on the streets of the greater Noumea area -- the archipelago's most populous region -- while fires and looting were reported, according to French authorities. Police barracks were attacked with axes and live ammunition.
France declared a state of emergency in New Caledonia starting Thursday morning local time, granting local authorities expanded powers, such as the power to cut off public access to certain areas, execute searches and prevent individuals from entering those areas if they are deemed a threat to public safety.
French Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin said Thursday that 206 "violent individuals" were arrested and 10 "mafia leaders" placed under house arrest as a result of the new emergency order. 
France also deployed hundreds of law enforcement officers to the territory as reinforcements. Darmanin said 1,000 new gendarmes would arrive in New Caledonia by Friday night to support the local force.
"We will restore order," Darmanin said.
French authorities have imposed a curfew from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. and a ban on all gatherings in the greater Noumea area. People with exceptional circumstances such as medical emergencies will be allowed to travel during curfew hours. French officials have also imposed a ban on the carrying of weapons and the sale of alcohol throughout all of New Caledonia. New Caledonia's La Tontouta International Airport remains closed to commercial flights.
French President Emmanuel Macron proposed meeting with Caledonians by video conference on Thursday, according to French media.
Victoria Bisset contributed to this report.
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Putin hails Russia's ties with China as 'stabilizing' force in the world
Chinese leader Xi Jinping gave Vladimir Putin a red-carpet welcome in Beijing, and the pair extolled their relationship. But analysts say it's mostly transactional.
By Michelle Lee, Pei-Lin  Wu | 2024-05-16

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend a welcoming ceremony in Beijing on Thursday. (Sergei Bobylev/Pool/Sputnik/Reuters)


Russian President Vladimir Putin touted his country's relations with China as a "stabilizing" force in the world as he began a two-day state visit Thursday designed to portray him and Chinese President Xi Jinping as leaders offering an alternative to the U.S.-led world order.
The two leaders are at loggerheads with the liberal democratic order on multiple fronts: Western governments have been putting pressure on Russia to end its invasion of Ukraine -- and for Beijing to stop supporting the war, diplomatically and materially -- while China is being accused of unfair trading practices that upset the global economic order.

Russian President Vladimir Putin began a two-day state visit to Beijing on May 16, and thanked Chinese President Xi Jinping for his support in the Ukraine war.


Many analysts say the relationship is mostly transactional. But meeting in Beijing on Thursday for the second time in seven months, the pair walked in lockstep from the moment Xi greeted Putin in Tiananmen Square with a red-carpet welcome, complete with cannons firing, soldiers marching and a squad of jumping and cheering children. An orchestra played the popular Soviet-era song "Moscow Nights," written in 1955.
In remarks after their meetings, Putin vowed to deepen economic ties with China in ways that are "reliably protected from the influence of third parties," referring to the impacts of U.S.-led sanctions following his invasion of Ukraine.
He called the Sino-Russian relationship a "benchmark of cooperation" and thanked Xi for his efforts to resolve the war in Ukraine. While China has released a vague peace plan and called for an end to the war, it has not expressed strong criticism of Russia's unprovoked invasion and seizure of territory -- clear breaches of the U.N. charter.
"We have always firmly supported each other on issues involving each other's core interests and major concerns," Xi said, calling Putin an "old friend" and congratulating him on securing a new term as president.
Putin and Xi reaffirmed their shared vision of a "multipolar" world order, in which countries led by China and Russia can operate by a different set of rules than the ones set by the United States and other liberal democracies.
"Together, we defend the principles of justice and a democratic world order that reflects multipolar realities," Putin said.
The two leaders spoke before reporters following their meeting in Beijing and after signing bilateral documents and a joint statement on deepening their partnership and strategic cooperation.
China is one of Russia's only remaining trading partners and diplomatic allies following the invasion and has become a critical economic lifeline as Russia copes with mounting Western sanctions. Putin arrived with a large delegation that includes Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, new Defense Minister Andrei Belousov, several deputy prime ministers, and leaders of state-owned enterprises.
Later on Thursday, Putin also met with Chinese Premier Li Qiang, who is theoretically responsible for the country's economy. The two leaders discussed how to more closely coordinate their economic interests, according to the Chinese readout of the meeting.
Xi and Putin marked 75 years of diplomatic relations at a celebratory concert, which was followed by a one-on-one meeting and a walk through a park.
The day wrapped up with a closed-door meeting over dinner with Xi, Putin and four top Russian officials: Belousov, Lavrov, Secretary of the Security Council Sergei Shoigu (the former defense minister) and Yuri Ushakov, a top foreign policy adviser. Putin said he planned to discuss the war in Ukraine over dinner.

Russia's flag flies beside the Chinese flag as a portrait of late Communist leader Mao Zedong is seen outside Tiananmen Gate in Beijing on Thursday. (Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty Images)


On Friday, Putin is scheduled to attend the opening of the China-Russia trade fair in Harbin, a northern city close to the border with Russia, highlighting the countries' increasingly close economic ties.
The trip underscores both leaders' norm-busting tenures and autocratic tendencies: Xi visited Moscow in March last year, a few months after securing a third term as leader, while Putin's arrival in Beijing marks his first overseas trip since securing a fifth term as president this month.
China's ongoing diplomatic and material support for Russia and the war against Ukraine -- even as Beijing portrays itself as a potential mediator -- troubles democracies, including the United States and those in Western Europe. In France last week, Xi declined to use his influence to pressure Moscow to end the war.
Xi is particularly interested in Russia winning in Ukraine because of what it could mean for his oft-stated ambitions to take control of Taiwan, the island democracy that has never been ruled by the Chinese Communist Party but which Beijing considers a breakaway province.
Xi has been closely watching to see what price Putin has been paying for using military force in Ukraine -- and the extent of Western punishment for that force. Taiwan's leaders -- and other allies in the region, like Japan -- have repeatedly warned that Ukraine today could be Taiwan tomorrow.
Analysts say Putin and Xi are likely to double down on their transactional relationship during this week's meetings.
"Putin will push for more Chinese assistance in prosecuting his invasion of Ukraine. Xi will prod for further Russian support for China's energy, food and national security priorities," said Ryan Hass, a former China director on the National Security Council during the Obama administration. He is now at the Brookings Institution in Washington.
"They will wrap their respective efforts within an aura of bonhomie and linked arms against Western pressure on them both," Hass said.
The two leaders declared their countries had a "no limits" partnership just weeks before Putin's invasion of Ukraine. They have met regularly since, with Xi's trip to Moscow last year and the Russian leader traveling to China  seven months later to commemorate a decade of Xi's signature Belt and Road project.
Their mutual economic interests have grown since the invasion. China's trade with Russia hit a record $240 billion in 2023 -- up 63 percent from 2021, before the invasion, and already reaching a goal they planned for 2024. During that time, exports of Chinese electronics needed to produce precision-guided weapons systems saw a significant spike, Chinese customs data shows.
But trade flows have increased in both directions. Russia last year became China's biggest oil supplier, as Beijing took advantage of its discounted prices. Western sanctions have isolated Russia, which has relatively few big customers left, and Moscow has turned to China and India as its primary gas and oil customers.
Some analysts note that although Russia is becoming an increasingly important market to China as a source for cheap gas and oil, Russia needs China now more than the other way around. China has a better relationship with the West and is not sanctioned as comprehensively as Russia is, and has a far bigger economy, they say.
Shen Dingli, a Shanghai-based scholar of international relations, said the economic cooperation that the two leaders are trumpeting is due to a strategic but short-term dependence on each other. They have been pushed together by U.S. sanctions.
"Even for energy, there is sufficient energy supply around the world, so China doesn't have a particular need from Russia. Rather, we import their energy to help lessen the pressure they are under from the West," Shen said.
China seeks balance in protecting its interests and is unlikely to adopt a stance totally aligned with Russia on controversial topics such as invading Ukraine, Shen said: "One cannot say through a joint statement that Russia has not invaded. Otherwise, how can we partner with other countries in the world?"
Thursday's meetings also gave the two leaders a chance to assess the state of their cooperation and for Xi to better understand Putin's thinking on the war, said Wan Qingsong, an associate professor at the Center for Russian Studies at East China Normal University in Shanghai.
"It is time to compare notes with China now that Putin believes Russia is gaining an upper hand against Ukraine and has a bigger say in whether and when to end the war," Wan said. "China may have a different assessment but needs to listen to what Russia has to say."
The war has become the organizing principle for Russia's foreign policy, said Alexander Gabuev, a Russia and China expert with the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center. Every relationship is assessed through three elements, he said: What a country can bring to advance Putin's war effort in Ukraine; what a country can do for Russia's revenue streams to counter the impact of Western sanctions; and whether a country can help Moscow push back against the West.
China checks all three boxes, he said. "It shows that Russia doesn't have any more important foreign partner than China."
The question is what tangible actions will result from their meetings beyond lofty rhetoric about their partnership. But the most consequential outcomes of their meetings are not likely to be shared publicly, Gabuev said.
Those issues include ways the Russians can circumvent Western sanctions and "how much China will be willing to give at what pace and what visibility, given U.S. concerns and threat of sanctions" on China, he said. They would also discuss Russians' potentially sharing designs for key technologies and weapons with the Chinese, and the overall strategic direction of their bilateral relations, he said.
"There will be the underwater part of the iceberg," Gabuev said.
Lee and Wu reported from Taipei, Taiwan. Lyric Li in Seoul and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico shot and gravely injured
Robert Fico was shot five times, an act of violence that left Slovakia's populist leader "fighting for his life" and the country reeling. 
By Emily Rauhala, Ladka Bauerova | 2024-05-15

Security officers move Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico into a car after a shooting in Handlova, Slovakia, on Wednesday. (Radovan Stoklasa/Reuters)


Slovakia's prime minister, Robert Fico, was shot and seriously injured Wednesday -- a shocking act of violence that left the populist leader "fighting for his life" and his country reeling.
In an evening news conference at the hospital, Defense Minister Robert Kalinak said Fico had "multiple injuries" and had been in surgery for hours.
"His condition is very complicated," Kalinak said.
Officials said a suspect was in custody. The shooter's motive remained unclear. But uncertainty about whether Fico would make it, and finger-pointing by politicians, heightened tensions in an already politically polarized nation.
The shooting took place Wednesday in the town of Handlova, where the prime minister had attended a government meeting at a cultural center. News video showed him striding with his entourage toward members of the public who were standing outside. He was shaking hands with people, reaching across a chest-high metal barrier, when a man in a button-down shirt appeared to start shooting at close range. In the footage, the attacker can be heard firing five shots before being tackled by security officers in dark suits.

Video from May 15 shows Slovakia's prime minister, Robert Fico, greeting members of the public before shots ring out.


After being carried to a black car, Fico was flown by helicopter to the hospital.
Late in the night, Deputy Prime Minister Tomas Taraba told the BBC that the surgery had gone well and "I guess in the end he will survive." But there were no formal updates on Fico's condition.
"An attack on the prime minister is first and foremost an attack on a human being. But it's also an attack on democracy," said Slovakia's outgoing president, Zuzana Caputova. She urged people to refrain from "hasty judgments" before more information is known.
President-elect Peter Pellegrini, who takes office next month, said the attack represented "a threat to everything that up till now adorned Slovak democracy."
"If we express different political opinions with guns in the squares, and not in polling stations, we endanger everything we have built together in 31 years of Slovak sovereignty," he said.

Police in Handlova, Slovakia, held a suspect handcuffed on the ground on May 15, after Prime Minister Robert Fico was shot while greeting members of the public.


The lack of information about the shooter's possible motives did not stop Fico's populist allies from casting blame. Even as they called for calm, they accused the political opposition and journalists of spreading hate and creating an environment that encourages attacks.
"This assassination attempt was politically motivated, and the motivation was born immediately after the elections," Interior Minister Matus Sutaj Estok said at the hospital.
At an earlier news conference, Lubos Blaha, deputy chairman of Fico's party, Smer, turned to opposition deputies and said, "This is your work."
Andrej Danko, a coalition partner, shouted at reporters, "Are you happy?"
Leaders across Europe and around the world expressed shock and outrage at the attack.
"We condemn this horrific act of violence," President Biden said in a statement. "Our embassy is in close touch with the government of Slovakia and ready to assist."
Fico has served multiple stints as Slovakia's prime minister, most recently returning to power after winning an election in the fall. He was forced out in 2018 amid public outrage over the killing of a journalist who had been investigating ties between his associates and the Italian mafia. But he made a comeback by capitalizing on growing skepticism about the war in Ukraine and frustration with a cost-of-living crisis.

The front-runner ahead of Slovakia's Sept. 30 general election is a former prime minister who could fracture the West's united support for Ukraine.


Russian President Vladimir Putin was among those who condemned the shooting. "There can be no justification for this monstrous crime," he wrote to Caputova, as reported by Reuters. "I know Robert Fico as a courageous and strong-minded man. I very much hope that these qualities will help him to survive this difficult situation."
Pavol Hardos, a political scientist at Comenius University in Bratislava, said the shooting spotlighted polarization in Slovakia and could deepen it. "It's too early to say what the ramifications will be, but some government politicians already said that this amounts to a declaration of war," he said.
Hardos said he worried that Fico's party would use the attack as an argument to continue its effort to exert control over radio and television, for instance. "This will be a useful excuse for doing all the things they wanted to do," he said. "They will be able to make the necessary steps even faster than they planned."
Slovakia's major opposition parties, Progressive Slovakia and Freedom and Solidarity, announced after the shooting that they had canceled a planned demonstration against the government's proposed overhaul of public broadcasting.
Progressive Slovakia rejected any connection between the attacker and its party or movement, adding in a statement: "We are concerned about the further escalation of tension in society."
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600,000 people have fled Rafah, U.N. says, amid Israeli operation in the city
Biden is poised to advance the lethal aid to Israel, U.S. officials confirmed, after pausing a bomb shipment over concerns about Israel's planned attack on Rafah.
By Kelsey Ables, Jennifer Hassan, Bryan Pietsch, Sammy Westfall, John Hudson, Louisa Loveluck, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Michael Birnbaum, Lior Soroka, Alex Horton, Morgan Coates, Ishaan Tharoor, Karen DeYoung | 2024-05-15
The European Union's top diplomat, Josep Borrell, urged Israel on Wednesday to "immediately" end its operation in Rafah. "Should Israel continue its military operation in Rafah, it would inevitably put a heavy strain on the EU's relationship with Israel," Borrell said in a statement Wednesday. Approximately 600,000 people have fled the southern Gaza city since Israel issued evacuation orders on May 6, according to an estimate from the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian refugees.
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U.S. offers aid as Zelensky drops foreign trip due to Russian advance
But the Biden administration remains opposed to allowing Ukraine to strike targets inside Russian territory with U.S. weaponry -- something Ukrainian policymakers have been pushing for.
By Michael Birnbaum | 2024-05-15

Secretary of State Antony Blinken looks at the Memory Wall of Fallen Defenders of Ukraine in Kyiv on Wednesday. (Brendan Smialowski/Reuters)


KYIV -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on Wednesday scrapped a planned trip to Spain in order to stay in his capital and address Russia's expanding front-line assault, his spokesman said, a measure of the rapidly increasing anxieties over the Kremlin's military advances in recent days.
The decision came as Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced another $2 billion in U.S. military aid as he wrapped a two-day visit to Ukraine that was intended to demonstrate Washington's continued support for the war-hit country.
Blinken's trip was planned before Russia's weekend advances on Ukraine's second-largest city, Kharkiv. But it also served to highlight the lingering consequences of Washington's seven-month delay in approving more military aid for Ukraine. Stocks of artillery shells and other long-range munitions have run perilously low, leaving Ukrainian troops on the back foot.
"Every delay of supply results in setbacks on the front line. This is the general rule," Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba told reporters Wednesday, speaking alongside Blinken after the two met each other. "When a Ukrainian infantryman or artilleryman has everything that he or she needs, we are winning," he said. "Every time there are delays in supplies and insufficient supplies, we are not winning. The law of war is cruel but very clear."
The aid announced by Blinken -- in the form of new weapons systems and support for Ukraine's defense industry -- comes partially from a $61 billion package that Congress approved last month, while $400 million of it comes from a separate pool of money earmarked for general foreign defense aid now being directed to Ukraine.
But even as he announced the new assistance, Blinken said that the Biden administration remained opposed to allowing Ukraine to strike targets inside Russian territory with U.S. weaponry -- something Ukrainian policymakers have been pushing for with increasing urgency. Russia in recent days has mounted an assault on towns near Kharkiv, which is 25 miles from the border and being hit by weaponry launched from Russian territory.
"We have not encouraged or enabled strikes outside of Ukraine," Blinken told reporters Wednesday at the end of his visit to Ukraine, his first since September. "But ultimately, Ukraine has to make decisions for itself about how it's going to conduct this war, a war it is conducting in defense of its freedom, of its sovereignty, of its territorial integrity," he said.
Standing alongside Kuleba, Blinken added, "And we will continue to back Ukraine with the equipment it needs to succeed."
Zelensky had been scheduled to visit Spain later this week to sign a bilateral security agreement with Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez. Portuguese media reported that he had also been expected in their country.
Zelensky "has instructed that all international events involving him scheduled for the coming days be postponed and new dates coordinated," his spokesman, Serhiy Nykyforov, wrote on Facebook. "We are grateful to our partners for their understanding."
Ukraine has used weaponry supplied by other countries, including Britain, to hit targets on Russian soil, but Blinken indicated no policy change on the part of the United States. The White House has forbidden American equipment from being used to hit Russian territory for fear of inciting a direct military conflict with Moscow, which holds the world's largest arsenal of nuclear weapons.
That has proved frustrating for Ukraine, especially in recent weeks, as it witnessed a military buildup on Russian territory close to Kharkiv but was severely limited in its ability to strike it.

Emergency workers go through a damaged residential building in Kharkiv's city center on Tuesday. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


Analysts and U.S. officials say Russian forces do not appear poised to capture Kharkiv city, but that they are probably trying to cause enough of a challenge there to draw Ukrainian military assets away from other front-line positions.
The Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based independent research group, said Russia's attack on the northeast Kharkiv region appeared to have slowed, indicating that it was probably an effort to create a buffer zone on the border, not an effort to capture the city. The group said Russia continued to make small but steady gains farther south.
The Kremlin on Wednesday appeared to be battling for control of Robotyne, a previously Russian-occupied village in the Zaporizhzhia region. The village has symbolic importance as it was one of the few places liberated by Ukrainian forces during a largely unsuccessful counteroffensive last summer. Local Ukrainian authorities disputed a Russian claim that Moscow had once again seized the village, but they acknowledged that a fierce assault was underway.
Blinken said the $2 billion for Ukraine would come in the form of a "first-of-its-kind defense enterprise fund" that would channel assistance to the country in the coming months.
The top U.S. diplomat ended his visit to Ukraine on Wednesday with a visit to companies that are manufacturing drones and prostheses, two examples of what U.S. officials said were examples of Ukrainian economic ingenuity that can help rebuild the country's economy. Walking alongside Kuleba through central Kyiv, Blinken also laid wreaths along a memorial wall dedicated to Ukrainian soldiers who had been killed in the fighting with Russia.
Despite the promises of U.S. support, Ukraine's immediate needs are growing larger and more noticeable. Electricity on Tuesday and Wednesday nights was cut to large parts of Kyiv because of shortages stemming from Russian attacks on energy infrastructure, a foreboding sign for the coming months.
Kuleba, speaking to reporters after the walk with Blinken, said he had pushed the U.S. secretary of state on Ukraine's urgent defense needs. Zelensky on Tuesday asked Blinken for two Patriot antiaircraft batteries immediately to help defend Kharkiv.
"We looked at the entire inventory that can be accessible, that can be brought to Ukraine," Kuleba said. The two Patriot batteries for Kharkiv "were necessary yesterday," he said.
"I am glad that we are approaching to the achievement of this goal, but we should speed up this effort," he said.
Anastacia Galouchka contributed to this report.
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As Hamas returns to the north, Israel's Gaza endgame is nowhere in sight
American and Israeli officials are offering increasingly blunt assessments about Hamas's resilience and Netanyahu's failure to plan for postwar Gaza.
By Loveday Morris, Shira Rubin, Hazem  Balousha | 2024-05-15

Three rockets are launched from the Gaza Strip, as seen from the Israeli side of the Gaza border at the southern city of Sderot on Tuesday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


JERUSALEM -- It was last December when the Israeli military declared victory in the Jabalya refugee camp, saying it had broken Hamas's grip on its traditional stronghold in the northern Gaza Strip.
"Jabalya is not the Jabalya it used to be," Brig. Gen. Itzik Cohen, commander of Division 162, said at the time, adding that "hundreds of terrorists" had been killed and 500 suspects arrested.
Five months later, Israeli forces are back in Jabalya. Ground troops are pushing into the densely packed camp, backed by artillery and airstrikes -- one in a string of recent "re-clearing" operations launched by the Israel Defense Forces against Hamas, whose fighters have rapidly regrouped in areas vacated by the IDF.
Israel's fast-moving offensive in Gaza has given way to a grinding battle of attrition, highlighting how far it remains from its chief military aim -- the complete dismantling of Hamas. As an adaptable militant organization that has easy access to recruits, an expansive tunnel network and is deeply embedded in the fabric of Gaza, Hamas has shown it can weather a protracted and devastating war.
The resumption of heavy fighting in the north comes as the IDF presses ahead with its heavily criticized campaign in the southern city of Rafah -- long framed by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as a final battle against Hamas's last intact battalions. Now, American officials and some of the prime minister's fellow cabinet members are offering increasingly blunt assessments about the resilience of the militant group and Netanyahu's failure to plan for postwar Gaza.
In striking remarks Wednesday night, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant called on Netanyahu to make a public commitment that Israel will not end up governing Gaza after the war, amid mounting fears in the IDF that its mission is creeping toward reoccupation of the territory.
"Hamas might regain its strength as long as it maintains civilian control," Gallant said. Failure to create an "alternative governing authority," he said, "is equivalent to choosing between the two worst alternatives: Hamas rule or Israeli control of Gaza."
White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan sounded a similar note on Monday: "Military pressure is necessary but not sufficient to fully defeat Hamas," he told reporters. "If Israel's efforts are not accompanied by a political plan for the future of Gaza, and the Palestinian people, the terrorists will keep coming back."
Netanyahu said last week that Israel has killed 14,000 Hamas militants; the IDF put its estimate at 13,000 last month. The numbers are not possible to independently verify -- and no evidence has been offered to support them -- but even the high-end figure would amount to less than half of Hamas's estimated fighting force before the war. Thousands of other militants belong to smaller groups that vie with Hamas for local influence.
More than 35,000 Palestinians have been killed since October, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Health services have been decimated, many families have been displaced multiple times, and a "full-blown famine" has taken hold in the north, according to the head of the World Food Program.
"It would be astounding for me if it wasn't incredibly easy for Hamas and other militant groups in Gaza to recruit," said H.A. Hellyer, a scholar specializing in Middle East security at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the Royal United Services Institute.
While Hamas has been "significantly and substantially degraded," he said, an organization that has been active in Gaza since the 1980s and governed it for more than 15 years is not going to "simply disappear."
After seven months of bombardment and ground operations by one of the world's "most powerful armies," he said, "Israeli forces still haven't been able to come close to victory."
When Israeli troops withdrew from Jabalya last year, Hamas began a recruitment drive for jobs securing aid and setting up a new headquarters there, according to residents. "There is the presence of policemen, but without a police uniform, and they are all in civilian clothes," said a 42-year-old Jabalya resident, speaking on the condition of anonymity out of fear for his safety.

Palestinians search for bodies and survivors among the rubble of the Jabalya refugee camp on Nov. 1, 2023, one day after an Israeli airstrike hit the area. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Israel says four Hamas battalions remain intact in Rafah, where its troops are slowly approaching residential areas despite threats by President Biden to cut off military aid.
There are several "layers" of Hamas fighters embedded in the city, said Maj. Gen. Tamir Hayman, a former head of Israeli military intelligence. He said the operation will focus on "the people who are underground, underneath military installations, and others who are above ground, and connected to the underground layer," waiting to "carry out ambushes" on Israeli troops.
Two hundred and seventy-three Israeli soldiers have been killed in Gaza since the beginning of ground operations in October, following Hamas's deadly attack on southern Israel. Though rocket barrages from the enclave subsided for months after Israel's campaign in the north, they have been ramping up again in recent weeks.
On Tuesday, a rocket could be seen streaking toward the Israeli border town of Sderot, a vivid reminder of Hamas's staying power. Israeli military helicopters swooped in for medical evacuations. The injured were rushed to waiting ambulances.
Israel Ziv, a retired major general who served as the head of the IDF Operations Division, said the country looks set on continuing "a multi-chapter war" that could unfold like the one it waged in southern Lebanon starting in the 1980s -- which involved devastating bouts of fighting and a 15-year occupation, but ultimately failed to eliminate the threat of Hezbollah.
Ziv estimated there are at least 20,000 Hamas militants left in Gaza who "will easily recruit the next 40,000."
Earlier gains by the IDF have "evaporated" because of a lack of political plans, he said. "If you are working only militarily without any diplomatic solution, you're inside this swamp. Israel is stuck inside Gaza."
Netanyahu has resisted U.S. proposals for the Palestinian Authority to play a leading role in postwar Gaza, or to consider a path to a Palestinian state, arguing that it would reward Hamas for their Oct. 7 atrocities.
Experts say his refusal to address the heart of the Israel-Palestinian conflict is stymieing buy-in from Arab states in planning for postwar security.
"Who is going to want to come in, govern and essentially be the police for the Israeli occupation?" Hellyer said. "Israel is blocking off any and all avenues that look sensible."
As long as Hamas retains its military grip on Gaza, it is clear that "no entity will be willing to take on the civil administration of Gaza for fear of its safety," Netanyahu said in a statement Wednesday. "Therefore, discussions about 'the day after,' while Hamas remains, will remain just empty talk."

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends a ceremony for the national day of remembrance, in Jerusalem on Sunday. (Debbie Hill/Pool/Reuters)


But frustrations are growing within the Israeli military, and generals are speaking more freely about the deepening security vacuum.
"There is no doubt that creating an alternative to Hamas would put pressure on it," Israeli military spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari said at a news conference Tuesday when asked about Hamas's return to the north. "But that is a question for the political leadership," he added pointedly.
Former prime minister Naftali Bennett likened the state of the war to "mopping water up a slanted floor."
"Somehow planning for post-Hamas Gaza has become a taboo in our government," he wrote on X this week. "We can decide to keep Israeli temporary admin, or local Palestinian, or other options. But we need to decide SOMETHING. Who fills the void."
Military experts warn that Israel could be lurching toward a new military occupation -- a nightmare scenario for the IDF and another possible fault line in relations with Washington, where officials have insisted that "Gaza is Palestinian land and will remain Palestinian land."
Speaking in October, Gallant listed "the removal of Israel's responsibility for life in the Gaza Strip" as one of the main aims of the war. Seven months on, that appears a distant possibility.
"Unfortunately, we haven't taken care of the replacement of Hamas," said Kobi Michael, an expert at Israel's Institute for National Security Studies. "The only option I can see is a temporary military administration that will take care and run the territory and the population and the humanitarian aid," he said, noting that the idea was now being discussed more seriously in Israel's military establishment.
Netanyahu's recent public statements also suggested a long-term Israeli military presence in Gaza. "If you look at what you need to do after this war is won, you'll have to have sustained demilitarization by Israel," he said in a podcast interview this week. "If you have to be inside, you be inside."
Yossi Melman, a longtime intelligence columnist for the Haaretz newspaper, said the IDF mission has lost its compass.
"They are like zombies wandering around," he said. "They don't know what to do."
Rubin reported from Tel Aviv and Balousha from Cairo. Heidi Levine contributed to this report from Sderot.
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U.S. lays out plans for withdrawing troops from Niger
A U.S. delegation will present the government of Niger this week with detailed plans for shuttering two key American bases and withdrawing all U.S. troops.
By Missy Ryan, Rachel Chason | 2024-05-15

Demonstrators in Agadez, Niger, demand the withdrawal of U.S. troops during a protest in late April. (Issifou Djibo/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A U.S. delegation will present the government of Niger this week with detailed plans for shuttering two key American bases and withdrawing all troops, officials said, as the Biden administration moves after months of strained negotiations to comply with the African nation's decision to terminate a valued counterterrorism mission.
Senior Defense Department officials, including Chris Maier, assistant secretary of defense for special operations and low-intensity conflict, and Lt. Gen. Dagvin Anderson, who oversees force development on the Pentagon's Joint Staff, began talks with Nigerien officials Wednesday.
The discussions represent a significant development in the months-long standoff over the U.S. military presence there and the nature of the two countries' broader relationship. It comes as Niger's prime minister, installed following a 2023 military coup, accuses the United States of seeking to dictate his country's foreign dealings and blames Washington for the breakdown of what had been an important security partnership.
Several senior U.S. officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe sensitive bilateral discussions, discussed the ongoing effort to prepare for the departure from two American bases, which have been the sites of regional drone operations for more than a decade, and the exit of about 1,000 U.S. personnel, including members of the military, civilians and contractors.
While U.S. officials had held out hope for months that a full withdrawal could be avoided in the wake of the Biden administration's decision to suspend most military aid because of the coup, they are now moving ahead with that plan. Whether cooperation can resume in earnest in the future remains unknown.
"The time for us to address future partnership with the CNSP will be after they see and understand our clear plan to fully withdraw," a senior defense official said, using an acronym for Niger's new government. "The burden of proof is on us."
The official declined to disclose how long it would take the U.S. military to complete its withdrawal once that process begins, saying that the government of Niger must be informed of the timeline first.
He noted that once a withdrawal order is given, it will take several weeks before the first shipments of equipment will be ready to be flown out, but said that the military can begin immediately to rotate out troops who have been stationed in Niger, some whose tours have been extended as negotiations have dragged on, and replace them with specialized personnel needed for base closure.
Niger's government, in a social media post Wednesday, said the talks with Maier and Anderson, who were joined by U.S. Ambassador to Niger Kathleen FitzGibbon, represented an important step following Niamey's decision this spring to end the U.S. troop presence, which in turn was a "turning point in relations between the two countries."
The government said the plans presented by the U.S. side would be discussed by Nigerien officials with the goal of ensuring the American departure would occur under "the best possible conditions, guaranteeing order, security and compliance with set deadlines."
A second U.S. official said remaining American troops are focused on assessing what equipment must be transported out of Niger when forces depart and what can be left behind. He said those decisions will depend partly on the value and sensitivity of individual items -- weapons, ammunition and communications gear must go, for example, but things like vehicles or construction equipment might stay -- and the volume of transport aircraft that will be available to ferry out people and gear.

The U.S. and Nigerien flags wave outside Air Base 201 in Agadez, Niger, during the facility's construction in 2018. (Carley Petesch/AP)


In the meantime, U.S. forces have had little interaction with a contingent of Russian troops who are occupying the same air base where some U.S. personnel are stationed. Niger's decision to invite in Kremlin troops as military ties with Washington have faltered has been another point of friction with the United States, which is locked in a major confrontation with Moscow over its war in Ukraine.
"Obviously, there was a little angst with that news in and amongst the troops themselves, but since then, it's settled and I think everybody's resorted to being professional about it," the second official said of the arrival of Russian forces. "No issue from either side."
American officials do plan to ask Nigerien officials to help them ensure that sensitive items or facilities don't fall into Russian hands after the expected U.S. departure.
The officials also said they are working to troubleshoot issues with Niger's government, which had prohibited some inbound flights carrying medical supplies -- although a shipment of medicine arrived recently and the pharmacy at the air base is now fully stocked -- and made it difficult for new personnel to arrive. Officials have noted that the CNSP government has granted all requests to fly out troops requiring medical treatment outside Niger.
"As we encounter these challenges, we're finding the way like everyone else, to be creative and work around it," the second official said. He said it had been a trying situation for troops grappling with months of uncertainty about the future of their mission and deployments, but commanders were trying to provide mental health and other support.
The Biden administration is also working to line up an alternate platform for the U.S. effort to address a growing Islamist extremist movement in the Sahel. Without their bases in Niger, American officials will no longer be able to contain the threat posed by groups linked to al-Qaeda and the Islamic State "from the inside out," as the first official put it.
"Now, we are transitioning to going outside-in to the Sahel," the official said, "because we have lost some of our access to the Sahel for now."
American officials are looking for "willing partners," he said, focusing on Ivory Coast and Benin as potential possibilities. U.S. Africa Command's commander, Marine Gen. Michael Langley, made visits to those countries in the past month.
Chason reported from Dakar, Senegal. John Hudson contributed to this report.
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France declares state of emergency after ethnic tensions flare in Pacific islands of New Caledonia
French authorities declared a state of emergency in New Caledonia after four people were killed in riots against a change in voting rules in the French overseas territory.
By Annabelle Timsit, Victoria Bisset | 2024-05-16

Smoke rises in the distance in Noumea on Tuesday, amid protests linked to a debate on a constitutional bill aimed at enlarging the electorate for upcoming elections of the overseas French territory of New Caledonia. (Theo Rouby/AFP/Getty Images)


PARIS -- France  declared  a state of emergency on the Pacific archipelago of New Caledonia, the government said Wednesday, after a police officer and three other people were killed in riots over electoral reform.
The violence -- the worst in decades -- is the latest flash point in long-running tensions over France's role in New Caledonia, a French overseas territory located hundreds of miles off Australia's eastern coast.
"On behalf of the government, I reiterate before you the call for calm and appeasement," government spokeswoman Prisca Thevenot said Wednesday at a news briefing following a ministerial meeting. She paid tribute to the four people who lost their lives in the unrest and called for "the resumption of political dialogue" to find a solution to the violence.

Eyewitness video shows the aftermath of deadly riots in the Pacific territory of New Caledonia, after France approved changes to the island's voting system.


The state of emergency will take effect at 8 p.m. Paris time on Wednesday, or 5 a.m. on Thursday in Noumea, the island's capital.
A state of emergency can be declared in situations of "imminent danger resulting from serious breaches of public order," according to French law. It grants local authorities expanded powers, to cut off public access to certain areas, for example, and to execute searches and prevent certain individuals from entering those areas if they are deemed to represent a threat to public safety.
"All violence is intolerable and will be the subject of a relentless response to ensure the return of order," read a statement released earlier Wednesday by French President Emmanuel Macron's office.
The unrest began Monday as French lawmakers prepared to vote on a decision to expand voting rights in the territory, which critics argued could marginalize the Indigenous Kanak population and benefit pro-French politicians. The National Assembly adopted the revision overnight.
Groups representing the Kanak people -- who make up about 40 percent of the territory's 300,000-strong population -- have long sought independence, while the descendants of European colonizers wish to remain part of France.
Under the 1998 Noumea Accord, which helped end a decade of unrest, voting was to be restricted to Kanaks and individuals born before 1998. The new constitutional measure will allow anyone who has been a resident of New Caledonia for 10 years to vote in local elections -- diluting the power of the Kanaks.

French gendarmerie stand with their shields at the entrance of the Vallee-du-Tir district in Noumea amid protests Tuesday. (Theo Rouby/AFP/Getty Images)


French Minister of the Interior and Overseas Territories Gerald Darmanin told RTL French radio early Wednesday that "hundreds" of people were injured, including about 100 police officers and gendarmes whose barracks were attacked with axes and live ammunition.
"Calm must absolutely be restored," he said. "There are hundreds of injured in New Caledonia, dozens of houses and businesses that have been burned, set alight." The French government has announced the deployment of additional police officers and gendarmes as reinforcements.

People walk next to a burned-out car on Tuesday after a supermarket was looted and shops vandalized in the N'Gea district of Noumea. (Delphine Mayeur/AFP/Getty Images)


The French High Commission said in a statement Wednesday that at least 130 people had been arrested. It also reported "numerous" incidents of arson and looting against business, infrastructure and public buildings, and said there had been an attempted prison break.
French authorities also imposed an overnight curfew and banned gatherings in the capital, Noumea. New Caledonia's La Tontouta International Airport is closed to commercial flights.
"Since the start of the week, New Caledonia has been hit by violence of a rare intensity," said French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal. He added that a state of emergency "will allow us to roll out massive means to restore order."

Demonstrators set up a temporary burning roadblock in Noumea on Tuesday. (Mathurin Derel/AFP/Getty Images)


Resident Lilou Garrido Navarro Kherachi, 19, told Reuters that she saw burning cars and buildings, and that police were outnumbered by protesters. "Residents are terrorized, armed and organizing themselves to make the rounds tonight and protect their homes."
France annexed mineral-rich New Caledonia in 1853, and all inhabitants were given French citizenship in 1957. But the territory has seen decades of tensions between Kanaks and European descendants over the issue of independence.
In addition to the rules on voting rights, the 1998 Noumea agreement set out provisions for three referendums to decide New Caledonia's future, but each one rejected independence. Pro-independence parties boycotted the last vote, held in December 2021, because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Bissett reported from London. Adela Suliman in London contributed to this report.
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A mountainous country loses its last glacier
The demise of La Corona, downgraded to an ice field after shrinking to less than five acres, makes Venezuela the first nation in the Andes range without a glacier.
By Ana Herrero, Matthew Brown | 2024-05-15

An aerial photo from 1977 shows all the glaciers of the Sierra Nevada range near Merida, Venezuela. With the demise of La Corona, second from left, all are now gone. "We thought back then that the glaciers were eternal," said Charles Brewer-Carias, a Venezuelan explorer, writer and photographer who has discovered at least 20 animal and plant species. (Charles Brewer-Carias)


CARACAS, Venezuela -- The last of Venezuela's glaciers has disappeared, scientists say, despite an unusual government effort to save it.
The demise of La Corona, downgraded to an ice field after shrinking from more than 1,100 acres to less than five, makes this South American nation the only one in the Andes range without a glacier -- but it's unlikely to be the last. Scientists, who long predicted the end of La Corona, say warming temperatures will render the entire Northern Andes, which snakes through Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador, glacier-free by 2050.
"Our tropical glaciers are disappearing quickly since the Seventies," said Alejandra Melfo, an astrophysicist at the University of the Andes in Merida. "Now people are feeling the absence."
As recently as 40 years ago, Venezuela boasted at least three glaciers, slow-moving masses of ice seen by scientists as sentinels of climate change. Although the country lies in the tropics, its southernmost point less than 50 miles from the equator, it also contains the northeastern end of the Andes, with 11 peaks rising past 15,000 feet above sea level.
The trio presided over Sierra Nevada national park in northwestern Venezuela, visible from Merida. But as climate change caused temperatures to rise, scientists say, La Concha (The Conch) disappeared in 1990, and La Columna (The Column) followed in 2017. That left La Corona (The Crown), clinging to Humboldt Peak three miles up, the lone holdout.
In 2020, Melfo and three colleagues reported that La Corona, too, would soon go extinct.

La Concha glacier, left, overlooks Bolivar Peak in this 1956 photo. (Charles Brewer-Carias)


"It is difficult to predict how much longer it will be," they wrote in a research paper. "However, we can be certain that Venezuela will be the first Andean country to lose all of its glaciers in the next few years."
The disappearance of the glaciers will not have a direct impact on the fresh water capacity of nearby rivers, Melfo said. The Venezuelan remnants stored far less water than the larger masses found farther north or south.
The government of President Nicolas Maduro announced in December it was purchasing some 83,000 square feet of geothermal cover to safeguard what was left of La Corona. Merida governor Jehyson Guzman described the effort as "a grain of sand to provide protection to the last glacier in Venezuela" by reducing "the incidence of the sun's rays on the rock that surrounds the glacier to prevent its heating."
The government said the polypropylene mesh, used to keep ski slopes cool, had been deployed in Switzerland to protect glaciers. But researchers at the University of Fribourg concluded in 2021 that the method was unfeasible. "A hypothetical application to the larger scale shows that saving Alpine glaciers by technological solutions is neither achievable nor affordable," they wrote.
Scientists in Venezuela, meanwhile, warned that the cover would do more harm than good. "It is an illusory thing, a hallucination, it is completely absurd," Julio Cesar Centeno, an adviser to the U.N. Conference on Environment and Development, told Agence France-Presse in March. He warned it would release harmful microplastics into the environment, and said he and others planned to ask Venezuela's supreme court to stop the effort.
Neither the governor of Merida nor the Ministry of Ecosocialism responded to requests for comment.

Scientist Eloy Torres shows a plant sample to a colleague during a mission to study changes in temperatures and plant life in the paramo,  the mist-covered mountain grassland ecosystem, found in the Andes, that on Humboldt Peak lay between the tree line and La Corona. (Rodrigo Abd/AP)


The International Cryosphere Climate Initiative, a network of researchers and policymakers focused on the Earth's glaciers, ice sheets, sea ice and snow, says it's not too late to take meaningful action against future degradation.
"Humanity's failure to cut CO2 emissions means that more eventual glacier loss is already locked in," the organization posted last week on X. "But we can still save many if emissions are rapidly cut, which will have huge benefits for livelihoods and energy, water and food security across the world."
In Merida, the disappearance of La Corona was not unexpected.
"We had said goodbye to him a long time ago," said Jayme Bautista, a mountaineer and environmental consultant. "It's sad, but inevitable."
"We stopped seeing ice on Bolivar Peak from Merida in 2020," said Luis Daniel Llambi, an ecologist at the University of the Andes and one of Melfo's co-authors. "At this speed, we could have no ice left in just five years."

Humboldt La Corona glacier in Venezuela in January 2016. (Google Earth)



Humboldt La Corona glacier in Venezuela in December 2023 (Google Earth)


Tourist guide Alfredo Autierio has been hiking the region since the 1970s. Over time, he's measured their transformation against his own: "The mountain loses its white, and my beard gets whiter."
He worries current generations will be the last to see ice in the Andes.
"The big problem we have is that we feel alien to the environment in which we live," he said. "When do we realize? When we have to buy plastic to cover a glacier."
Melfo, Llambi and their colleagues noted a silver lining, of sorts: The retreat of the ice has given scientists an opportunity to study wildlife that was previously inaccessible. They've identified at least seven previously unknown species of lichen and noted the growth of an ecosystem of flora and fauna at unusually high altitudes.
But that's small consolation. The researchers described the glaciers of the tropical Andes as "intimately linked with cultural identity." Melfo said this relationship compounded the loss felt at the death of La Corona.
"This is a sad moment for all of us in Merida," she said. "It's not a small thing to see how a glacier disappears."
Brown reported from Washington.
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Senior-care referral site 'A Place for Mom' stays mum on neglect
In some states, more than a third of facilities recommended by the popular website have been cited for substandard care, The Washington Post found. 
By Christopher Rowland, Steven Rich, Todd Frankel, Douglas MacMillan | 2024-05-16

(Washington Post illustration; screenshots from APlaceforMom.com; iStock)


When families search the internet for senior-care homes, they inevitably come upon A Place for Mom. The site says it helps 700,000 people every year.
It calls itself the nation's leading "trusted advisory service," but in reality A Place for Mom is a referral service that is paid large fees by assisted-living facilities and does not independently assess their records. More than a third of its most highly recommended facilities in 28 states were cited for neglect or substandard care in the past two years, many of them repeatedly, according to a Washington Post review of inspection reports.
A Place for Mom awarded these facilities its "Best of Senior Living" award for providing "exemplary care and support to aging loved ones" -- based, it said, on user reviews, which are often anonymous. Current and former staff of some large chains told The Post that these reviews are often manipulated by the care providers; some claimed they were encouraged to obtain fake reviews from their own friends and relatives.
As America searches for secure housing for an aging population, assisted living has risen to fill the void, charging an average of $6,000 a month. But unlike with nursing homes, there are no federal regulations, no mandated inspections and no nationwide report card to help people figure out which facilities are safe, comfortable and committed to providing excellent care.
Enter A Place for Mom, the leading senior-housing referral service in the nation, according to an analysis by the Federal Trade Commission. Its website pops up immediately when people search the internet for assisted-living facilities. Visitors to the site are asked how much daily assistance they need and the size of their monthly budget and offered a list of recommendations for homes in their area.
But the contrast between A Place for Mom's recommendations and information contained in state inspection reports can be jarring.
For example, Inspired Living at Bonita Springs in Florida won a "best of" designation from A Place for Mom based on 2023 consumer reviews. Yet in 2022, state inspectors said it failed to protect a resident who died after spending more than an hour unattended on a patio on a midsummer afternoon -- when the heat index was 100.4 degrees. The facility's operator did not respond to requests for comment.
The woman was stuck in a wheelchair in direct sunlight, an inspector wrote after reviewing video surveillance footage, and can be seen "wiggling, fidgeting, and bending over at times, but chair remains in the same spot." Last year, a Post investigation revealed that more than 100 seniors with dementia have died over the past five years after walking away or being left unattended outside assisted-living facilities. Most died from exposure to extreme heat or cold.
Other operators stand out for having a large number of facilities on A Place for Mom's "Best of Senior Living" honor roll despite many citations from state inspectors.
California-based Pacifica Senior Living was cited by inspectors for violations at 23 of its 41 properties on A Place for Mom's 2023 and 2024 "Best of Senior Living" lists, according to The Post review. They included medication errors, bedsores, falls, staff misconduct and exposure to hazards such as infestations by scabies and rats. Pacifica did not respond to requests for comment.
Michigan-based StoryPoint was cited at 31 of 69 locations that made A Place for Mom's "Best of Senior Living" lists for 2023 and 2024, according to state records. StoryPoint Saline has 378 five-star reviews and four mediocre or negative reviews on A Place for Mom. Forty reviews were posted on a single day in March 2021, all with an identical headline "my review of StoryPoint Saline"; 37 of them gave five stars.
"That's not the care that my mom got. That's not the experience that we had," said Judy Bottum, whose mother died at a StoryPoint location in Saline, Mich., in January 2023. A state inspection report found no record that Kathleen Bottum had received a single shower in the last month of her life. Staff did not elevate her hospital bed to provide relief from flu symptoms, nor did they administer cold and cough medications. And because staff did not alert family members that she was nearing her final hours, Judy Bottum said, Kathleen Bottum died alone.
Seeing all the accolades on the site, which she did not use to place her mother, "brings up a lot of bad memories and frustration," Bottum said.
Staff at another StoryPoint facility, Independence Village of Avon, in Indiana, failed to send a woman with a fractured femur to the hospital in 2023, allowing her to suffer in pain for five days, according to an inspection report. She finally was taken to the hospital at the urging of a friend, the report stated.
StoryPoint did not respond to questions about specific cases or state inspection findings. "We work with the state licensing groups to address any issue or concerns they may have," the company said in a statement to The Post. "We strive to make our communities the best that they can be through the continuous feedback we receive and openness with those we serve."
A Place for Mom did not respond to repeated questions about why it does not list information from state inspection reports on its website or provide them to families. It said it "strongly encourages" people through its phone advisers to tour assisted-living facilities.
"We empower family caregivers with access to information, tools and resources," A Place for Mom said in response to questions from The Post. "We also encourage families to ask questions of each community to ensure they make an informed decision based on their care needs, financial needs and overall preferences."
But experts say that by excluding information from local regulators, the site paints an excessively rosy picture of some operators.
"You're not helping people make good decisions," said Richard Mollot, executive director of the Long Term Care Community Coalition, a nonprofit that advocates for stronger regulation. Of A Place for Mom's "best of" listings, Mollot said: "It's just utterly meaningless. It's marketing."
Founded by an entrepreneurial married couple in Seattle in 2000, A Place for Mom is now owned by private equity firms Silver Lake Partners and General Atlantic. As a privately held company, it is not required to disclose such key information as annual revenue and marketing budgets.
For this article, The Post gathered the company's "Best of Senior Living" award recipients in 2023 and 2024 and looked up inspection and violation reports for 863 of them located in 28 states that make records public.
Inspectors cited 324 of these award-winners -- 37.5 percent -- for serious violations affecting resident care, including multiple falls, severe bed sores, medication errors, failure to respond to call buttons, failure to bathe and groom residents, failures to send injured and sick seniors to the hospital, understaffing, poor training and sometimes violence and sexual abuse.
The Post did not count citations for many less severe but common violations, including missing employee background checks, failures to update care plans, unlocked medicine carts and kitchen workers not wearing hair nets.
A Place for Mom says it bases its "best of" ratings on the hundreds of thousands of consumer reviews it hosts on its website. To get on the "best of" list, operators must have recent reviews with an average of at least 4.5 stars, according to rules posted on its website.
A Place for Mom said its goal is to "create a transparent reviews platform that surfaces a wide spectrum of positive, neutral and negative reviews so families can benefit from information posted by other families." Its online rules prohibit reviews by current or former staff of the facilities.
A Place for Mom said its website lists only facilities that are licensed. In small print at the end of multiple pages about any given facility, it includes a link to a guide on how consumers can investigate potential problems. The link is 15 to 25 screens down, nestled between a newsletter sign-up and links for facilities in nearby cities.
The public records reviewed by The Post are available on state regulators' websites for those 28 states (other states do not make them easily accessible). But A Place for Mom does not include these reports in its profiles of facilities -- even in cases where poor care has led to death.
In the fine print of the terms and conditions people must accept to use the site, the company denies liability, saying the information on its website does not constitute "professional advice."
"We exercise no independent judgment as to the quality of, nor do we recommend or endorse, any Participating Community," it says.
The company pointed out that it discloses on its website that it's a referral service paid by facility operators. A link from a drop-down menu states: "We're paid by our participating communities if a family member moves into a senior living community."
According to bankruptcy court documents, senior homes pay A Place for Mom a fee equal to about a month's fees for a successful placement.
"A Place for Mom is transparent with families about how our service works," the company said. "Our marketing materials and website clearly explain that A Place for Mom's services come at no cost to families as we are paid by the communities and providers in our network."
In its marketing materials, the company prominently emphasizes that its service is free to consumers -- "Our service comes at no cost to your family," states a TV ad voice-over for A Place for Mom. Experts have said for more than a decade that most consumers don't understand how these companies make money.
"It's a pay-to-play model," said David Grabowski, a Harvard professor of health-care policy who specializes in the economics of long-term care.
"When I first saw A Place for Mom on the TV, I assumed it was a nonprofit," said Paula Anderson, of Minnesota, who 12 years ago found an assisted-living facility for her mother in law with help from the company. "They were not forthcoming that they get a commission from anybody," she said -- until she asked the question directly in a follow-up phone call.
Consumer reviews are heavily featured on A Place for Mom's website. The company encourages senior-home operators to solicit large volumes of reviews from residents, families and other sources in a bid to get new residents.
"You'll want to ensure you're putting your best foot forward by promoting a high volume of positive and current reviews," it advises operators in the voice-over to a slide show on its "reputation portal." The company says in its media releases that its research shows consumers are six times more likely to sign a contract and move in when operators have multiple, recent reviews on the A Place for Mom site.
A former sales manager at a facility operated by Brookdale, the nation's largest chain, and a current sales leader at a unit operated by Cogir, another large chain, said when A Place for Mom staffers meet with facilities' sales departments they point out that Google's search algorithms favor individual A Place for Mom facility pages with lots of recent reviews.
"They said this is your bread and butter. This is how you get to the top of how people search," said a former Brookdale sales manager who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss details of private meetings.
In interviews, current and former employees at four large chains said facilities throughout the industry routinely manipulate the reviews by asking residents and families with only positive experiences to write them and sometimes by soliciting fake ones.
None of the sources suggested that A Place for Mom itself is involved in generating fake or manipulated reviews. But they say the site's prominence creates incentives for facilities to push for favorable ratings.
In a statement, A Place for Mom said it checks to ensure that every review submission has a name, phone number and email address attached and that it "may have come from anyone that engaged with the community." It did not explain how it stamps out fake or misleading reviews, but it did say that its system flags multiple submissions from the same IP address and prohibits submissions from facilities' email domains.
While online shopping is notoriously littered with fake reviews, experts said the stakes are much higher when it comes to selecting a home for an aging parent or a person with dementia.
"This is a setting where people have very low baseline levels of information. Review manipulation is a bigger problem than on Amazon," said Brett Hollenbeck, an economics professor and expert in online consumer reviews at the University of California Los Angeles.
In interviews, five current and former sales managers of Pacifica, StoryPoint, Brookdale and Cogir said the companies aggressively seek positive reviews, not just on A Place for Mom, but also on Caring, its largest competitor in online referrals, as well as Google. They said they are coached by executives and managers to ask residents and families who appear to be having only a positive experience to submit a review.
The former Brookdale manager said that if staff noticed a negative review, they would quickly solicit positive reviews and submit them to "push it down" on the facility's review list.
Brookdale said in a written statement that it welcomes consumer reviews of all kinds. "Brookdale believes feedback is a gift and encourages all residents and family members to share their experiences through surveys, online reviews, and face-to-face interactions," the statement said.
Some companies also set monthly or quarterly review quotas, according to the managers.
"We were trying get at least 10 reviews a month," said Evelyn Orellana, a former sales leader at two different Pacifica facilities in California, one in San Bernardino and one in Apple Valley.
She said she was asked by a supervisor to submit her own review or get her family members to submit positive reviews, but she declined, because she did not believe that would be honest. She said her supervisor also told her to avoid asking certain families for reviews.
"He said if they seem to be unsatisfied, don't even ask them for a review, because we don't want nothing bad online," Orellana recalled.
Pacifica did not respond to requests for comment.
A former StoryPoint executive director, speaking on the condition of anonymity to avoid possible repercussions in the industry, said he was given quotas, which led to "headhunting" reviews from the most independent residents of a facility, with minimal care needs and therefore few complaints. It did not result in a fair portrayal, he said.
"Those reviews are not come by in a way that really give an accurate understanding of the culture of the community," the former executive director said.
StoryPoint declined to comment on the former manager's account.
Nancy Haugen's experience with her mother at Gable Pines at Vadnais Heights in Minnesota, which is managed by the national chain Life Care Services, prompted her to write a scathing review in 2019. "Our mother experienced delays in administration of medication to prevent pain," it said.
Haugen said she became frustrated when her review didn't appear on the website. After waiting for several days, she called A Place for Mom, was put on hold and could not get an answer, she said. Three weeks later, after multiple phone calls -- including attempts to speak with the company's general counsel -- her review finally appeared on the listing for Gable Pines.
A Place for Mom did not comment on Haugen's account.
Serena Jeffries placed her stepfather, James C. Boyd, 81, at Pacifica Senior Living Santa Clarita in California in May 2022. She said he soon experienced a cascade of fatal neglect: Left in his own filth for hours, his bed sores worsened. A reluctant eater, he wasted away because workers didn't take the time to feed him.
Desperate to find better care, Jeffries moved him to a smaller facility after nine months at Pacifica, but he died a day later. She is suing the facility, which has denied in court documents that it did anything wrong. The facility did not respond to requests for comment on the lawsuit or Jeffries's claims.
Jeffries, who did not use A Place for Mom services, said she was surprised to learn that the site awarded Pacifica Santa Clarita a "Best of Senior Living" award.
"That is very misleading," she said. "I don't know how much they're looking into these places. Or if it's just trying to get a profit."
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Work Advice: Is this male boss patronizing or just considerate?
Male supervisor offers young female employees an out if they're not comfortable traveling alone with him. What's wrong with that?
By Karla Miller | 2024-05-16

(iStock)


Reader: I'm a man in my 50s supervising a handful of excellent subordinates, several of them young women. Occasionally, I need to attend in-person meetings within driving distance with one of them. It makes sense for me to drive, which means I'll be alone in a car for two hours with a young woman who has no other means of transportation.
Each time, I have told my subordinates that I would understand if they're uncomfortable being alone in a car with me for any reason at all. And if they want to order a cab, I'd be sure that our organization would pay for it. But they always look at me like I'm crazy, and now I wonder if I'm being overly paternalistic.
I'm eager for everyone in my little department to advance in their careers and for me to be a good boss (which I think entails some paternalism now and then). I also want them to listen to their guts when it comes to uncomfortable situations in the future. As a non-jerk who is aware that there are many jerks out there: Is there anything I should be doing differently?
Karla: I applaud your wish to provide a safe, respectful work environment, as well as your sensitivity to the challenges women typically face when navigating their everyday lives. I also don't want to disregard the subconscious threat assessment your female employees probably conduct every time they find themselves alone with a strange man.
But speaking as a former 23-year-old woman, here's what I would be thinking if my male boss had made a similar offer:
Can you see how your well-meaning attempt to make your female direct reports feel safe and respected might actually have the opposite effect? It's clear your intent is to anticipate their concerns so they know they can trust you. But the impact is that you're treating them as women first, employees second -- not to mention putting the onus on them to recuse themselves from a commonplace work activity.
Your response toes that fine line between being considerate of other people's differences (inclusion) and preemptively treating them differently because of your assumptions about those differences (discrimination). It's a distant cousin to the extreme overcorrection we saw after the #MeToo movement illuminated workplace harassment and misogyny like a light switch in a kitchen full of roaches: Male managers, reportedly to avoid being accused of impropriety, began expressing reluctance to mentor, travel with or otherwise engage one-on-one with female colleagues.
The irony is that while these managers were purportedly avoiding one form of gender discrimination, they ended up embracing another: denying women career opportunities and support because of gender-based assumptions.
Without trying to speak for all women, I think it's safe to assert that gender equity can largely be summed up in two concepts:
You can support these goals as a leader by inviting feedback from everyone even when it's difficult to hear; listening more than you talk; asking more than you tell; and, when complaints surface, following your company's policies and protocols to address them. Those practices, not paternalistic chivalry, will confirm your identity as a trustworthy non-jerk.
Anytime you find yourself wanting to extend an offer to the women in your group that you wouldn't extend to the men -- or vice versa -- pause and question whether you can reframe the situation so you don't feel the need to apply two sets of rules.
For example, you could start using ride-shares or public transport when attending local meetings with any team members. Or, instead of putting the onus on them to opt out of traveling with you, flip the default to make it an opt-in: "I plan on driving in tomorrow; if you want a ride, we can meet up at the office [or other public meeting point] at 8. Otherwise, I'll see you at the client's at 9." This lets anyone gracefully accept or decline for any reason, such as not liking your taste in driving music.
My guess is that if you're as earnest and self-aware in real life as you come across in your letter, your female employees have already concluded that you're a good boss -- and they can trust their guts about you. And now they'd like you to get on with helping them advance in their careers.
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The art we own
The intersection of government and art tells the story of America
By Bronwen Latimer | 2024-05-16
Leaders in the federal government have always known art conveys information. Early on, Congress commissioned John Trumbull to create four paintings about the Revolutionary War that still hang in the U.S. Capitol. When a photograph still had to be fixed on a glass plate negative with chemicals, the first federal photographer,  John Wood, photographed the government as it was being built.
Abraham Lincoln was the first politician to understand the power of a photograph. He posed for photographers regularly and he employed three -- Mathew Brady, Alexander Gardner and Timothy O'Sullivan -- to photograph scenes during the Civil War. Some of them traveled on survey expeditions with geologists and artists after the war ended.
Federal agencies still hire photographers to help legislators and citizens see the work that is being done. NASA has always used photographs and video to highlight its work. Scientific organizations use imagery to explain their work. When the Environmental Protection Agency started in 1970, it launched an ambitious project called "Documerica," hiring photographers across the country to tell the story of pollution and environmentalism.
Military agencies have continued to use photography as both reconnaissance tools and evidence. At the Central Intelligence Agency Museum, art plays two roles: The first is to keep the accomplishments of previous generations alive among the current staff, and the second is to offer a place for contemplation and solace. Twenty-nine paintings from the Washington Color School can be found in the collection.
The Kennedy administration rejuvenated the relationship between art and the government during the 1960s, calling on federal agencies to elevate the work of the best and brightest. During a speech at Amherst College, one month before he died, President Kennedy said, "If art is to nourish the roots of our culture, society must set the artist free to follow his vision wherever it takes him. We must never forget that art is not a form of propaganda; it is a form of truth." Soon afterward, in 1965, the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities were established.
Extensive archives online can be found at the National Archives, each presidential library and in many museums. Many curators are preparing for the semiquincentennial, the 250th birthday of America. "We collect with the idea these images help convey the part of the story that is important to the story of America," says Ann Shumard, senior curator of photographs at the National Portrait Gallery.
The Art in Architecture program at the General Services Administration ensures art enriches and dignifies federal spaces. (The Works Progress Administration art pieces are maintained here as well.) Each time Congress approves a capital budget for restoration or construction, half of 1 percent is allocated to art -- either the restoration of existing art or the commission of a new piece. Care is taken in each project to include the community, and the evidence is everywhere -- in courthouses, federal buildings, ports of entry and public spaces.

"Declaration of Independence," a painting by John Trumbull, was commissioned by Congress and hangs in the Capitol Rotunda. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)



Photographer John Wood shows how the Capitol dome was built, in photos taken between 1860 and 1863. (John Wood/Library of Congress)



A detail from the statue "Progress of Civilization" by Thomas Crawford, on the east pediment of the Senate wing in the U.S. Capitol. (John Wood/Library of Congress)



Photographer Mathew Brady made a portrait of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 that circulated in a variety of formats, including this campaign pin. (Mark Gulezian/National Portrait Gallery/Smithonian Institution)



Soldiers stand near a grave in Antietam, Md., in 1862. (Alexander Gardner/Library of Congress)



Timothy O'Sullivan was among several photographers who accompanied surveyors as they explored the West for the U.S. government. This is an albumen print of a stereograph image of a lake in the Uinta Mountains in Utah taken around 1870. (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress)



Painter Thomas Moran created the "Chasm of the Colorado" from 1873-1874 depicting what is now Grand Canyon National Park after he accompanied a geologist on a survey expedition. (U.S. Department of the Interior Museum)



Researchers for the U.S. Department of Agriculture study strawberry pollen collected from flowers placed upside down and dried on a labeled plastic plate. (Lance Cheung/USDA)



NASA has employed photography to amaze and inspire lawmakers and citizens. The Cassini spacecraft captured three of Saturn's moons, from left, Dione, Rhea and Enceladus, against the darkened night side of the planet. (NASA/JPL/Space Science Institute)



"Project Documerica," an ambitious photographic exploration of environmental issues, was commissioned by the Environmental Protection Agency not long after it was established in 1970. Above, a woman rides on a graffiti-covered subway in New York in 1973. (Erik Calonius/Environmental Protection Agency/National Archives)



Children play at a home home near Tacoma, Wash., in 1972. The smokestack in the background, part of one of the most polluted operations in the country, was demolished in 1993. (Gene Daniels/Environmental Protection Agency/National Archives)



Pedestrians walk near Stanton Street in El Paso in June 1972. (Danny Lyon/Environmental Protection Agency/National Archives)



Photographer Edward Steichen worked for the American Expeditionary Forces during World War I. Here, he photographed bombs being dropped on Montmedy, France. (Edward Steichen/Library of Congress)



Emil Edgren, working for the Army Signal Corps, photographed an American 82nd Airborne soldier in a clash with German soldiers as he ran across a Belgian field in World War II. (Emil Edgren/Library of Congress)



"Les Marguerites Fleuriront Ce Soir," a painting by Jeffrey W. Bass, depicts spy Virginia Hall sending radio transmissions. Hall, who had a wooden leg, worked for the British government and then the Americans. (Collection of Central Intelligence Agency)



A painting by Alma W. Thomas, "Mars Reflection," is one of 29 paintings from the Washington Color School donated by Vincent Melzac to the CIA. (Collection of Central Intelligence Agency)



President John Kennedy, far left, and first lady Jacqueline Kennedy, second from right, gather with Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson, far right, and others to look at Leonardo da Vinci's painting "Mona Lisa" on loan from the Louvre in Paris to the National Gallery of Art in 1963. (Marion S. Trikosko/U.S. News & World Report/Library of Congress)



An essay by three female photographers about life in East Baltimore was part of a photographic survey commissioned by the National Endowment for the Arts from 1976-1981. This photograph is entitled "Awards Ceremony at Boy Scout Camporee, Patterson Park," from 1980. (Elinor Cahn/NEA/Smithsonian American Art Museum)



"Korean Children at Graduation Exercises at Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate Preschool," from 1979. (Elinor Cahn/National Endowment for the Arts/Smithsonian American Art Museum)



"Rosemary and Raul Marconi in Their Italian Import Shop, Italian Canta, Highlandtown," from 1978. (Joan Clark Netherwood/NEA/Smithsonian American Art Museum)



"Two Viewers of the 'I Am an American Day' parade, East Baltimore Street, 1977" is part of the ambitious project commissioned by the National Endowment for the Arts from 1976-1981 to tell the story of the United States. (Joan Clark Netherwood/Smithsonian American Art Museum)



Theodore Roosevelt speaks with the Rough Riders at a military camp in Montauk Point, N.Y., in 1898. Roosevelt would become president three years later. (Frances Benjamin Johnston/Library of Congress)



The photographs that make up the collection created by the Farm Security Administration during the Great Depression are the most famous of the government's work. Here, trains sit in the Santa Fe Railroad yard, in Kansas City in March 1943. (Jack Delano/Farm Security Administration/Library of Congress)



Curators are constantly looking for art and photography to build the whole story of American history. Only a few photographs of Ko K'un-hua, a scholar from China, exist. Harvard College hired him to teach a course about Chinese language, and the small collection of books that he assigned became the school's first acquisitions in any East Asian language. (CPA Media/Alamy)



President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama wear 3D glasses while watching the Super Bowl with friends in the family theater of the White House in 2009. (Pete Souza/The White House)



A sculpture by Matthew Moore, "Passage," hangs between two buildings in the Mariposa Land Port of Entry in Nogales, Ariz. This port is one of the busiest for Mexican products entering the country. (Michael Lundgren)



A sculpture by Ralph Helmick, "Stella," was installed at the U.S. border crossing in Madawaska, Maine, in 2023. (Deschaine Digital)



Alyson Shotz installed a giant mosaic in the ceiling, "The Robes of Justitia," in the Fred D. Thompson Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse in Nashville. (John Schweikert)
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Federal government work if you speak more than one language
One of five common questions for jobseekers looking for a job in the federal government- which agencies need people who speak more than one language?
By Claire Healy | 2024-05-16
On Nov. 21, 2022, Attorney General Merrick Garland wrote a memo to federal agencies recommending they revise their Language Access Plans. So far over 20 agencies have complied, and more are expected to release plans in 2024.
Prioritization of language abilities and quality of language services has varied across federal agencies. In 1981, the Government Accountability Office reported that 30,000 positions in the federal government required proficiency in one of 45 languages other than English -- and that the necessary level of proficiency wasn't being met.
On Aug. 11, 2000, President Bill Clinton signed Executive Order 13166, mandating all federal agencies provide language services to individuals of limited English proficiency (LEP). The Justice Department developed the website lep.gov as a centralized resource for agencies that provide language services.
The gap is hard to resolve, however. In 2012, the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee called the lack of proficiency in foreign languages in federal agencies a national security crisis. Even the State Department struggles with compliance: A 2017 Government Accountability Office report found that while the agency had made significant improvements overall, 23 percent of overseas staff in language-designated positions weren't meeting their language proficiency requirements. Today, over half of all positions at the State Department -- 5,553 jobs -- require or prefer language proficiency.
At the moment USAjobs.gov, the federal job-seekers portal, does not allow a search by specific language. However, Megan Arens, a customer experience manager at USAjobs.com, said that federal recruiters can find an applicant by the languages listed on an applicant's jobs profile.
"We operate and maintain a recruiter platform. It's open just to federal recruiters," she said. "And if the job seeker makes their profile and resume searchable, and they're specifically looking for someone who can speak Russian or some other language, they can get into our portal and search profiles."
The Labor Department recently updated its Language Access Plan. In its report, researchers found that four percent of the 168.3 million people in the U.S. labor force -- that is 6.7 million adults -- had limited English proficiency.
"There are lots of communities that we serve where English is not their first language," said Andrea Palm, the deputy secretary of the Health and Human Services Department. "When you think about covid, for example, how we talked to people in languages they could understand was really critical in making sure that people knew and understood what they could do to protect their families and themselves."
Loyce Pace, assistant secretary in the Office of Global Affairs at HHS, has studied languages her whole life -- and now uses them to connect with foreign leaders on public and global health. Pace studied Spanish in high school before working in Latin America, Asia, Europe, the Caribbean and West Africa as a public health advocate.
"Whenever I see that on a resume, it's something that piques my interest, not just because it's practically useful, particularly in international affairs. But I think it also is a testament to how people see the world, how people approach relationships," she said. "It points to perhaps a level of curiosity, and, you know, thirst or zest for learning."
The Environmental Protection Agency released their updated Language Access Plan. Kimberly Patrick, the principal deputy assistant administrator for mission support at the EPA, said regardless of the role, language skills stand out on an application -- and more programs and offices are looking for that skill set.
"If you're going out in the field and you're talking to folks, you need to meet them where they are, and a large part of that is language," she said. "And we need people who can do that for us."
Eligible employees at the State Department have the option of rigorous training at the Foreign Service Institute's School of Language Studies (FSI). It offers language programs in over 65 languages, with the length of study depending on how difficult the language is for English speakers, according to Ann M. Keller-Lally, the school's associate dean for instruction
"In broad terms, we have an approach of experiential learning," she said. "What that means is essentially learning a language by doing."
Keller-Lally said the average success rate among FSI graduates over the past seven years has been 88 percent -- and those who don't meet proficiency are assessed on a case-by-case basis to determine whether their training needs to be extended.
The agency also offers bonus points in the application process to individuals who come with a professional proficiency in certain languages -- and extra points if the language is a high priority, such as Arabic, Mandarin, Hindi, Farsi, Dari, Pashto, Urdu and Korean. Employees may be eligible for pay bonuses if they meet the language proficiency required for their job.
The Consular Fellows Program is another opportunity for employees to work in embassies overseas in fiscal year 2024, if they meet language requirements in Spanish, Mandarin, Arabic and Portuguese. Other programs sponsored by the State Department -- such as the Fulbright program and the Critical Language Scholarship -- routinely invest in language learning for students outside of the department.
Ryan Gliha, 46, is the diplomat-in-residence for northern and central California. An aspiring professor, he focused on religious studies at Arizona State University and the University of Pennsylvania. These interests led him to study French, classical Greek, Turkish, Uzbek, Persian, Arabic, German and Turkmen.
After the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, Gliha signed up with the Foreign Service. Within a year he was in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, adjudicating visas in Arabic at age 25.
"There is something disarming about being able to communicate, even if it's just simple things, with someone in their native language," Gliha says.
The State Department is also addressing the needs of deaf people. In 2022, the agency hosted an inaugural symposium on efforts to expand diplomacy with deaf communities worldwide.
Robb Dooling, a public affairs officer in the Secretary's Office of Diversity and Inclusion, pointed to the importance of visual communication -- such as body language -- in diplomacy, noting that speakers of American Sign Language have to constantly be aware of visual cues.
"These lives that we have lived ... they have allowed us to become experts in overcoming communication barriers," said Dooling, who is Deaf. "I would say that's what we need more of in diplomacy."
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Do I need a college degree to work in the federal government?
One of five common questions people ask when looking for work in the federal government- do I need a college degree?
By Claire Healy | 2024-05-16
In recent years employers have started to question which jobs should require a college diploma.
The idea of a college degree being a necessary asset for job seekers began during the 1980s according to research conducted at Harvard Business School. In a 2017 report, researchers found this "degree inflation" resulted in a "degree gap" where people working jobs that now required college degrees didn't have a degree themselves. Managers searching for candidates with digital skills and social abilities were biased toward college graduates, according to Joseph Fuller, one of the report's authors.
Then a tight labor market after 2017 and a growing emphasis on diversity in the workplace sparked a reversal. "Sixty percent of the population doesn't have a bachelor's degree. This is disproportionately people of color," said Kerry McKittrick, a co-director of the Harvard Project on Workforce. "And so removing degree requirements can open up opportunities to a lot of people."
The federal government, the largest employer in the United States with almost 3 million employees, listened. Both the Trump and Biden administrations have recently revised degree requirements on federal jobs. Following a 2020 executive order from President Trump to remove education requirements from many federal jobs, The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) released skill-based hiring guidelines to federal agencies in May 2022.
Kara Merendo, 61, began federal service 43 years ago while she was still in high school. Her grandmother and mentor, Katherine Conaway, had worked for 30 years in human resources at the Watervliet Arsenal, an Army facility in Watervliet, N.Y.
"It's just the work that you do, the people that you meet, the mentors that you have that help you grow and develop and, you know, strengthen your leadership skills," Merendo says as she retires  as  director of the Veterans Health Administration's (VHA) equal employment opportunity and affirmative employment office. "I don't have the college education, but I have the life-lived experiences."
Mendy Frank, 52, also emphasized the importance of life experience in her career -- saying that applicants never know what parts of their life transfer into job skills. In 2010, Frank became the first person to get a job through the Military Spouses Act at the Department of Transportation. Originally from Dallas, she married at age 18 and moved several times with her two children before landing in D.C. She now works as an administrative officer in Transportation's Office of Safety -- and went from a GS-7 salary level to a GS-13 over her career.
For citizens looking  for a career in the federal government, USAjobs.gov is the hub: On average, 1,288 jobs are posted to the website each day and the OPM estimates there are 28,438 jobs open at any given time. Job listings will include the level of education required or equivalent experience, plus a ranking by general schedule (GS) pay scale, where jobs are given a number that corresponds with salary and job level.
Jobs at a GS-4 level and below typically don't require a college degree, while jobs above that level may require a degree or "specialized experience," said Michelle Brown, a division director in the Office of Recruitment and Advisory Services at the Department of Energy.
On April 12 the Biden administration expanded the federal internship program -- called the Pathways Program -- to "qualifying career or technical education programs," such as registered apprenticeship programs, Job Corps, AmeriCorps or Peace Corps.
"Policies changing like the federal government's, both the administrations, you know, those are steps in the path of righteousness," Fuller said. "But you have to do more than just change the policy to get anything other than a marginal outcome."
A February report  written by a team from Harvard and the Burning Glass Institute warned that changes in policy weren't producing a significant difference in hiring practices in the private sector. Data has yet to show what impact policy changes are having in the federal government.
After he graduated from high school in 1993, Tim Howe, 50, changed plans to attend junior college and at age 19 joined the Marines. Over the next 14 years, he worked as a combat engineer -- a team that focuses on demolitions -- and traveled to 32 countries. Now the public affairs officer with VHA's Office of Workforce, Management and Consulting, Howe earns a six-figure salary in a GS-14 level job. Last year, as part of his job, Howe mentored young people and brought them into federal service through volunteerism.
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How to find an internship in the federal government
One of five common questions jobseekers as when looking for a job in the federal government
By Claire Healy | 2024-05-16
Elicia Moran has worked many jobs in her life -- a restaurant server, a preschool teacher, a sales representative, a theater instructor -- but she never expected to work in the federal government.
Moran, 37, recruits interns for the National Science Foundation, bringing people like herself into federal service via the same program she completed at age 30 -- the Pathways Programs.
Facing a workforce that is increasingly older -- only eight percent of federal employees are estimated to be under age 30  -- the Biden administration is turning to interns as a solution, especially as a retiring workforce threatens to take crucial institutional knowledge with them. The administration set a goal of hiring 35,000 interns across federal agencies in fiscal 2023, and the fiscal 2024 budget from the Office of Management and Budget noted that the administration was on track to meet that goal.
At any given point, thousands of interns work in the federal government, through either agency-specific programs, or the federal Pathways Program -- which offers three paid civil service tracks. The Pathways Program hired 5,087 interns, 3,085 recent graduates, and 395 Presidential Management Fellows in 2022. Agencies such as NASA, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) and the Department of Energy (DOE) offer stipend-based internships in addition to the Pathways Program.
The guiding light for prospective interns -- and the cornerstone of federal employment -- is USAjobs.gov. A recently launched federal internship portal organizes opportunities across agencies, and online webinars are available to explain the process. The nonprofit Partnership for Public Service also manages an internship program. Applicants need to fill out a profile on the website and be prepared for opportunities to open throughout the year. Some internships will stay open for a few days or less -- and others close when they reach a certain number of applicants.
Bethany Gracer, 25, was about to start a master's program in emergency management at the University of New Haven when the covid pandemic began. Through USAjobs.com she found internships at the GAO. She completed two internships remotely and now works full time as an analyst, reporting on subjects ranging from the Small Business Administration's small business development program to immigration policies at the southwest border.
Ann Richmond, the staffing and classification program manager at NASA, said that students should make sure to know the timeline, and add volunteer and work experience to their resumes.
"Applicants should do their research and make sure that the information that they submit really gives a good picture of their whole personal background," she said.
While USAjobs.com is the most direct gateway into internship opportunities, networking can also be effective. Michelle Brown, a division director in the Office of Recruitment and Advisory Services at DOE, said that as applicants look for jobs, recruiters also are looking for them. She said applicants should make a LinkedIn profile, and allow their resume to be searchable on USAjobs.com.
"This is becoming more and more kind of the way of the future, that federal recruiters are going in here, they're finding candidates that look to be a match for their positions," she said, noting that recruiters will use the platform to market career fairs and informational sessions as well.
Dameone Ferguson was completing a bachelor's degree in communications at Voorhees University when he applied for the college's grant program with the DOE. His junior year, he hopped on a flight to Las Vegas to spend a summer at the National Nuclear Security Administration as a minority serving institution fellow.
Now, Ferguson, 36, also recruits new talent as the diversity chief in the Office of Environmental Management. He hired 43 early career professionals during fiscal 2023 -- the first time in 10 years they have hired so many people.
"This word we call 'intern' is that it's not just individuals who are coming out of college for the very first time, because we're seeing more and more people go back to school," he said. "That has also given us -- the Department of Energy, more specifically the Office of Environment Management -- more opportunity to look at talent much more, intentionally and non-traditionally."
At a recent public service event at Delaware State University, Moran sat down with students to go over their resumes and talk about jobs.
Moran grew up in Gaithersburg and Germantown, Md. After she graduated high school, she applied and was accepted into several universities -- only to learn that her parents couldn't afford to send her.
She took classes at community college before she got her bachelor's degree in human resources management at the University of Maryland's global campus -- where she completed a Pathways internship at the Department of Homeland Security.
"It's just been so meaningful for me to kind of break that cycle of poverty within my own family," she said, describing her passion for making sure resources are accessible to people of color and underserved communities. "Internships are the easiest way to get your foot in the door."
She recalled watching the eyes of the students widen as she spoke to them. "I could see them like their wheels turning," she said, "like 'this is really something that I can do.'
"That's such a blessing and a gift to give to them," she said.
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If I'm not a U.S. citizen, can I work in the federal government?
One of five common questions jobseekers ask when looking for a job in the federal government- do you have to be a us citizen to work in government?
By Claire Healy | 2024-05-16
Federal jobs generally fall into three categories: competitive service, where applicants largely compete against the general public; excepted service, where the application pool is usually more limited; and the senior executive service.
Competitive service is open only to U.S. citizens and nationals, with rare exceptions, but the other two can be open to noncitizens who meet legal requirements. Certain initiatives, like the Pathways Program, are also open to noncitizens, but to be hired permanently, a person would need citizenship.
"We have different provisions that govern citizenship, and what they really boil down to is you must be a U.S. citizen to hold or even compete for a competitive service job," said Michael Mahoney, manager of hiring policy at the Office of Personnel Management. "But certain noncitizens could be eligible for appointment in excepted service positions."
International students interested in space technology, however, have a unique opportunity at NASA. Since 2014, students from 15 partner nations and the International Space University have had the opportunity to apply for an international internship program. Over 90 countries have national space agencies currently, according to August 2023 data from the CIA -- but in  cases where partner nations don't have national space agencies, other organizations have partnered with NASA for the program.
The NASA international internship program has worked with about 180 students since it began. The covid pandemic forced some countries to close their partnership, so this year NASA is hosting students from four countries -- Sweden, South Korea, Norway, and an Irish student through the International Space University.
Five interns are living at Ames Research Center in Silicon Valley, and one at the Johnson Space Center in Houston. They work regularly with American students in NASA's other internship programs.
In June, a new cohort of at least five students -- two from New Zealand, and one each from Sweden, South Korea and Israel -- is scheduled to come in after six students finish.
"NASA is engaged in international work. It is critical to what we do, both working with other partner nations and in accomplishing the really lofty goals that we have in space exploration," said Krisstina Wilmoth, who has managed the international internship program since 2016. "It really helps when you're at the student level to form those bonds and really begin to learn what it's like to work across cultures."
Under the partnership agreement, each country pays for its students to participate in the program, a requirement governed by the reimbursable Space Act agreements that are part of the Space Act of 1958. About five percent of the students return as NASA contractors after completion.
NASA manages a rigorous vetting process before deciding which projects can be offered to partner countries for the program, Wilmoth said. Countries then host competitions for internships specifically focused on these selected projects.
Kevin Kaldvansvik participated in the program in 2020 in person before the pandemic forced him to finish it remotely from Norway. During his internship, he wrote software for the cube-like robots that orbit the International Space Station. These "Astrobee" robots -- nicknamed Honey, Bumble and Queen -- assist with daily functions on the spacecraft.
"It's such a surreal environment with all this, very smart, efficient people working together on this project," he said. "You have to experience it in order to understand how valuable and insightful this internship can be."
Emelie Stewall, 25, is completing her spring semester at the Ames Research Center this year. She studies mechanical engineering at Chalmers University of Technology in Gothenburg, Sweden.
"I think it's like a win-win situation for all ... like both for us, but also for NASA, but also for Swedish Space Agency and Sweden in particular," Stewall said. "We get hands-on skills and knowledge from NASA. NASA gets our perspective of things."
Inchul Moon, 25, from Seoul, said his NASA internship -- which is focused on robotics -- inspired his decision to pursue a PhD after he graduates. South Korea has sent students to the NASA internship program through the Korea Aerospace Research Institute since 2020. In 2022, President Yoon Suk Yeol announced plans to expand the country's investment in space technology and create a national space agency, the Korea AeroSpace Administration, which is scheduled to open May 27.
In 2018, Portugal also launched a plan to expand its space-related technology as did Australia. Partnerships with Australia, Brazil, Portugal and Canada are currently on hold, and agreements with Jordan and the United Arab Emirates are expiring. The Brazil Space Agency told The Post that the partnership had been renewed, but the agency didn't have "resources to select students this year." NASA is in conversations with other countries, as well, to expand the program.
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Navigating the path of presidential transitions
one of five common questions for jobseekers in the government- what happens during a presidential transition
By Claire Healy | 2024-05-16
When a new president enters office, leaders across the federal government switch. As many as 4,000 political appointees can be replaced and over 400 government agencies might welcome new leaders.
"A CEO would tell you, like no other organization is run this way, that you would take 4,000 of the top leaders and fire them, between 11:59 and 12 p.m. on Jan. 20," said Valerie Boyd, the director of the Center for Presidential Transition at the Partnership for Public Service, a nonprofit organization. "Not only does that represent a lot of turnover in itself, but the process to replace those people is getting harder and harder for each successive president."
The blueprint for the transition began with the Presidential Transition Act of 1963. A 2010 amendment moved the process earlier, incentivizing the campaigns -- which had been concerned about public fallout over preparing for a presidency they hadn't yet won -- to begin pre-election. The process spans roughly a year, beginning in April or May of the campaign year. Separate teams for each candidate work through the election, and the president-elect's continues through inauguration.
The law directs the General Services Administration to allocate offices and technological support for the transition teams after a nominee is selected at the Republican and Democratic national conventions. A federal transition coordinator is designated by the GSA administrator, who is responsible for formalizing the transition after election, in a process known as "ascertainment." At that point, the president-elect can access funds and hire new staff members.
The sitting president and federal agencies have a role to play as well. Six months before the election, the president sets up a White House Transition Coordinating Council to oversee the process. Each federal agency selects a senior career employee as its agency transition director. This year the Office of Management and Budget instructed agencies to name their directors by May 3.
Candidates vying for a first-term presidency are not required to prepare, but many turn to previous transition teams and the Partnership for Public Service for guidance on best practices. Typically, the candidate sets up a team to oversee the process, starting with a transition chair who recruits teams to manage different parts of the process. Incumbent candidates are not required to prepare for a second term.
"Frankly, we believe [the American public] should judge presidential candidates on their capability to be ready to govern on day one," said Max Stier who co-founded the Partnership in 2001, a year after the tumultuous presidential election in 2000 when the Supreme Court voted 5-4 on Dec. 12, more than a month after Election Day to halt the vote recount in Florida. George W. Bush won as a result.
In the bipartisan 9/11 Commission Report published in 2004, its authors discovered that deputy Cabinet officers and significant sub-Cabinet officials were still not confirmed six months after that election. The dispute had delayed Senate confirmations. With the potential for problems well-established by 2012, candidate Mitt Romney's transition team created a guide based on what they learned during his unsuccessful bid for the presidency.
Despite all of these efforts to streamline the process, politics can still upset it. After candidate Donald Trump appointed New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie in 2016 to chair his transition team, Trump replaced him with Vice President-elect Mike Pence just days after the election. In 2020, Democratic candidate Joe Biden tapped former senator Ted Kaufman (D-Del.), who wrote the 2010 amendment to the transition law, to lead his transition team but a contested election and an attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, delayed the transition yet again.
Enacted on Dec. 29, 2022, the Presidential Transition Improvement Act has sought to address the ascertainment delay no matter the politics. The act ruled that if a successor is not ascertained five days after Election Day, both candidates can access the resources they need to begin preparing for office. The 2024 election will be the first transition where this law is in place.
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How the federal government can save money by following a to-do list
The GAO publishes a high-risk list of potential mismanagement in the federal government for anyone to see- members of Congress, White House staff, heads of federal agencies, and you.
By Eric Yoder | 2024-05-16
Every two years a small federal agency publishes a comprehensive list of pain points in the federal government.
Based on a careful analysis, the Government Accountability Office creates a high-risk list of programs where at least $1 billion is at stake and the possibility of mismanagement or fraud exists. The list is a veritable manual for agencies and Congress to make necessary repairs to programs. It is available to anyone who wishes to read it.
"In my 16 years in Congress, I would say that's the single most important report we get on a regular basis," said Rep. Gerald E. Connolly (D-Va.) "I think it is an absolutely necessary analysis of current issues and issues that are looming."
"It can be a catalyst for action, certainly for Congress, but also for agency leaders as they're trying to determine where to focus their energy. That in turn can be a tremendous value for the American public," said Michelle Sager, GAO Managing Director for Strategic Issues, who oversees the high-risk program.
The latest list, released in early 2023, has 37 recommended action items with three  added since 2021: management of public health emergencies, the potential for fraud and waste in unemployment insurance, and management of federal prisons. Other pressing issues include the need for programs to prevent and respond to illegal drug use, better oversight of food safety, management of  financial risks related to environmental cleanup and climate change, and better cybersecurity overall.
The federal government would save an estimated $675 billion over two decades if the problems could be resolved, according to the GAO. This number could be even larger, the agency estimates, if specific fixes to certain agencies also happened, remedies  that could improve service to the public and strengthen government performance and accountability.

Management of financial risks related to environmental cleanup is a new item on the 2023 list. After a portion of Highway 1 near Big Sur, CA collapsed into the Pacific Ocean, Caltrans employees and contractors worked to stabilize the road on April 17, 2024. Only twice daily convoys for residents and essential workers could access the road. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


The GAO started producing the list in 1990, in response to a request from two committee chairmen. Sen. John Glenn (D-Ohio) of the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee and Rep. John Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.) of the House Government Operations Committee had asked whether other agencies suffered from the same types of financial mismanagement that had been recently revealed at the Department of Housing and Urban Development. The GAO went a step farther, crafting a list of programs that its reviews, and the reviews of others, had found to be the most vulnerable to losses.
The result was a list of 17 items.
Today, the high-risk list draws from a regular stream of reports the GAO issues each year numbering in the hundreds, making more than 1,000 recommendations. Agencies typically act on 80 percent of the recommendations within five years, the GAO says, but more than 5,100 remain open -- many of which are in turn cited in the high-risk report. The GAO also issues annual reports highlighting recommendations it considers to be the highest priority for each agency. Many problems are recognizable from daily news headlines, such as enforcing tax laws, providing quality health care for veterans, and risks of fraud and improper payments in programs such as Medicare and Medicaid.
Some, however, are perennial: the struggle to modernize information technology, especially cybersecurity, has been on the list since 2015. "Strategic human capital management" has been a high-risk item since 2001, referring to a persistent shortage of employees with skills in fields such as science, technology, engineering, mathematics, cybersecurity and acquisitions, and inadequate training of current employees.
"Those are probably some of the biggest cross-cutting themes because they are so critical to agency operations," Sager said. "You can't accomplish the mission without the people. And given the reality of how we all work in 2024, you have to have the technology in place to protect government information as well as to accomplish that mission electronically."
Also common to many of the high-risk programs is the need to improve coordination on issues that include several federal agencies, such as emergency response and responding to climate change, or that involve both federal and state government agencies, such as unemployment insurance.

Preparation for a national emergency response is often an item on the list such as the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. Here a carpenter creates makeshift hospital rooms at the Jacob Javits Center in New York City on April 1, 2020. (Demetrius Freeman/For The Washington Post)


GAO has officials with expertise in financial management, government operations, information technology, national security, tax policy and administration, and many more subjects. They meet regularly with agency officials, members of Congress and their staff, and the White House Office of Management and Budget on specific high-risk issues.
As an arm of Congress, the 3,500-employee GAO has the advantage of being independent from presidential administrations. That is also true for inspector general offices within agencies, another set of internal government watchdogs. There are more than 70 such offices, ranging from AmeriCorps to the U.S. Postal Service, that conduct their own audits and investigations.
The high-risk list is not the only overview assessment of government operations in need of attention.
The inspectors general produce annual reports on the most significant management challenges within their respective agencies, many of them raising the same issues as the GAO high-risk list, according to a report issued in March by the central council of IGs: 75 percent cite issues with information technology; more than 50 percent cite personnel issues; and nearly 40 percent cite issues with finances, procurement and grants.
Also, each presidential administration since George W. Bush has set a President's Management Agenda of government-wide priorities. The Biden administration's version (at performance.gov) focuses on hiring and developing federal employees with required skills; improving procurement and financial management; and improving federal agency services to the public. In addition to these initiatives, each agency has its own set of priority goals.
Success does happen. Sixteen of the 34 areas that had been on the 2021 list showed improvement, with only one declining -- modernization of Defense Department business systems. GAO called that the best performance in the eight years since it started using its current standards for measuring progress.
To get off the list, agencies must show progress in five areas: leadership commitment, identification of the root causes, an action plan, regular internal monitoring, and a capacity to resolve the risks. The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp.'s insurance programs resolved its problems largely because Congress provided more funding. The 2020 Census came off the list because the Census Bureau addressed concerns about data quality and management.

Gene Dodaro, the Comptroller General of the United States and head of the GAO, has worked at the agency since 1973. He was the first civil servant to be appointed to the top job in the agency's history when he accepted the role in 2009. (Simon Bruty/For The Washington Post)


Almost 40 percent of programs cited on the list over the years have been expunged because of the attention given them by the agencies, by Congress or both. To help agencies get their programs off the list, the GAO in 2022 issued a special report describing how that was done with four items: management of the Defense Department's supply chain; gaps in weather satellite data; sharing of terrorism-related information; and the work agencies do under contract to each other.
Five of the programs from the original 1990 list are still on it: enforcement of tax laws, improper payments in the Medicare program, and purchasing by the Defense Department, the Energy Department and NASA.
That's not to say that progress hasn't been made; new issues arise even as old ones are addressed. For example, the main concern about tax law enforcement in 1990 related to collecting "accounts receivable." The most recent report focused largely on fighting fraud arising from identity theft.
"We've closed literally hundreds of recommendations since the initial designation on the list. But there have also been some pretty fundamental transformations to the IRS and how it functions, Sager said. "Even though that area remains on the high-risk list the nature of it has changed over time and there has been tremendous progress on it as the issue has evolved."
Cybersecurity is another constantly evolving concern, as new technology leads to new threats. When it first appeared on the list in 1997, the focus was on Y2K -- the potential for computer breakdowns due to coding issues when 1999 turned to 2000. Now, the focus is on protecting personal information and guarding critical IT systems against cyberattacks.
Cybersecurity is an example of an area where risk never will be eliminated, explained Chris Mihm, who ran the high-risk program at GAO from 2000-2021 and is now an adjunct professor at the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University.
"The issue is if it's being effectively managed by the agency, by the government," he said. "In that case, you can envision some of these being taken off the list. The idea is that they should be able to come off through effective management of the risk."
Fixes are not always entirely within an agency's control either. Of the 37 items on the current list, GAO indicates that changes in law are "likely to be necessary to effectively address" 11 of them.
Connolly, whose Northern Virginia district is heavy with both federal workers and tech companies, has made the list a centerpiece of his work in Congress on information technology and federal employment issues. He helped to enact a law setting standards for improving information technology in areas such as cybersecurity in the federal government and a separate law that created a central fund for agencies to replace obsolete technology rather than continue the expense of maintaining it year after year. The challenge, he said, is to convince legislators to delve deeply into how the government functions and to remain focused on it.

Rep. Gerald Connolly (D-Va.) supports the need for better information technology in government based upon the GAO report. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Congress "is hit and miss on this," he said, citing his experience with creating the technology fund. After years of regular appropriations, plus a $1 billion infusion from a pandemic relief law, the federal budget enacted in March that funds federal agencies through September does not provide more funding and actually revokes $100 million previously allotted but not yet used.
"That's taking a huge step backward," Connolly said.
Release of each biennial list -- the next is scheduled for early 2025 -- traditionally triggers renewed attention on Capitol Hill, as the oversight committees of both the House and Senate hold hearings.
"They kind of serve as kind of an oversight agenda-setting mechanism for those committees as they begin each Congress, as they're looking across government and thinking about what they want to focus on for their oversight agendas," Sager said. "Oftentimes these are the same types of issues they're hearing about from their constituents."
The report also will land in the hands of many new top leaders in federal agencies, regardless of the outcome of the presidential election. A new administration brings in its own set of political appointees, but there also is substantial turnover among those top officials at the start of a second term for a president who is reelected.
"They can turn to the high-risk list and the related open recommendations to provide them with a way to really dive in and have those facts in hand that they can focus on," Sager said. "This provides them with somewhat of a road map, if they're trying to focus their attention on targets of opportunity to show progress and make a difference."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/05/16/federal-government-accountability-office-high-risk-list/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



University of California union authorizes strike over response to Gaza protests
The union that represents University of California academic workers voted Wednesday to authorize a work stoppage over the administration's crackdown on Gaza protests on campus.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2024-05-16

Los Angeles police keep watch near a pro-Palestinian encampment after a dispersal order was given at UCLA on May 1. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


The union that represents University of California academic workers announced Wednesday that it had authorized a work stoppage over the administration's crackdown on Gaza protests on campus.
Members of United Auto Workers Local 4811, which represents more than 48,000 academic workers, graduate students, postdocs, and researchers, voted to approve a strike following the arrests of hundreds of demonstrators, including union members, at UCLA and the University of California at San Diego in recent weeks.
The authorization vote doesn't guarantee a strike, but union leadership can call for a work stoppage at any point, local union leaders said. If the union goes on strike, classes and research could face major disruption at the 10 campuses that make up the University of California system, as many of the institutions wrap up the school year.
A work stoppage at the University of California would reflect a major escalation of tensions that have emerged as universities around the country have punished students for pro-Palestine activism and turned to law enforcement to remove protest encampments.

Police arrived at the University of California, Irvine, after pro-Palestinian protesters surrounded a lecture hall May 15.


"We [held] this vote because the university has committed a number of unfair practice violations against members of our union and violated our fundamental right to freedom of speech and protest on campus," said Rafael Jaime, co-president of UAW Local 4811.
Heather Hansen, a spokeswoman for the University of California, said in a statement Wednesday that the university system "believes the vote currently being conducted by UAW leadership sets a dangerous precedent that would introduce nonlabor issues into labor agreements."
"If a strike is allowed for political and social disputes, the associated work stoppages would significantly impact UC's ability to deliver on its promises to its students, community and the State of California," Hansen said in the statement. "This precedent would apply far beyond the University, impacting public employers across the state and their ability to deliver core services."
On April 30, police did not intervene for hours at UCLA as pro-Palestinian demonstrators, including many union members, were violently attacked by counter protesters at an encampment. The next night, Los Angeles police officers in riot gear dismantled the camp and arrested 210 people for refusing to leave.

LAPD stormed a pro-Palestine encampment and arrested protesters at UCLA on May 2.


The UAW strike authorization stems from unfair labor practice charges filed by the union in the aftermath of the arrests. Filed with the California Public Employment Relations Board, the labor charges accuse the university of illegally changing its workplace free-speech policies at UCLA without notice.
The UAW alleges the university interfered with employees' "right to engage in peaceful protest at the worksite" and also violated labor rights by suspending student workers who had been arrested at the San Diego campus. The university also threatened those at the San Diego campus who face disciplinary charges with eviction from campus housing.
The union is asking the university to resolve the charges to avoid a work stoppage. The union is separately demanding the university negotiate with protesters and provide amnesty for all campus employees and students who face discipline and arrest, as well as divest from weapon manufacturers, contractors and companies "profiting from Israel's war on Gaza."
Local UAW leaders have approved a "stand-up strike," modeled after the limited strikes that the UAW levied last year against the Big 3 Detroit automakers. During those strikes, the union called on workers at individual work sites to walk off the job, rather than target all locations at once.
Jaime, the UAW Local 4811 co-president, said that if the union moves to strike, it "will begin calling on campuses one by one" to walk out.
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Inflation eases for first time in 2024. Will it be enough to cut rates?
Major stock indexes closed at record highs, buoyed by hopes that rate cuts are still in play for later this year.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-05-15

Food price increases stayed level from March to April, but housing and gas costs continue to keep inflation higher than policymakers want, new data showed Wednesday. (Allison Dinner/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The first few months of the year brought back the specter of rising inflation during a long fight to bring prices back under control. On Wednesday, the first signs of optimism in 2024 arrived.
New data released from the Bureau of Labor Statistics showed prices rose 3.4 percent in April compared with the year before. That's down a bit from the 3.5 percent notched in March, and the shift follows months of hotter-than-expected reports. Prices rose 0.3 percent compared with the month before.
In a particularly encouraging note, a key reading of inflation known as "core" -- which strips out more volatile categories like food and energy -- rose 0.3 percent. That measure was up 3.6 percent on an annual basis, the lowest year-over-year increase since 2021. Policymakers pay close attention to that gauge because it helps them tease out stickier sources of inflation from the kinds of rising prices that typically bounce around month to month.
The takeaway: Inflation is still higher than normal, and Federal Reserve officials are far from declaring victory. But the streak of discouraging data finally broke in the report released Wednesday. It's too early to know whether the trend from April will continue, or if seasonal quirks were ultimately driving the reports for the first quarter. Still, for now, policymakers are probably breathing a small sigh of relief.
Financial markets did, too: All three major stock indexes closed at record highs, buoyed by the prospect of interest rate cuts later this year.
"It did slow," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM. "The question is: Is it slowing enough for the Fed to cut rates in September? That remains to be seen."
Housing and gas costs continued to be a main driver of overall price increases, as they have for a while now, and together accounted for more than 70 percent of the monthly rise. The shelter index, which is made up mostly of rent, was up 5.5 percent over last year, and continued a streak of 0.4 percent monthly increases.
For more than a year, economists have argued that the official statistics in the consumer price index are delayed and aren't accounting for real-time measures that show rents falling in many places. But the shift still hasn't shown up, puzzling policymakers and experts who concede that the longer progress takes, the harder it will be to wrestle overall inflation down.
Speaking Tuesday before the Foreign Bankers' Association, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell said that even though rents are clearly easing, the lags are proving longer than anyone thought.
"It will show up. It's just a question of when," Powell said. "That may affect your confidence. But we have to wait for it to happen."
In a statement, President Biden pointed to his moves to tackle costs for housing, prescription drugs and groceries and called fighting inflation his "top economic priority." Even though inflation has come way down, prices are still higher than they were just a few years ago, disgruntling many voters who strain to cover the basics.
"I know many families are struggling, and that even though we've made progress we have a lot more to do," Biden said.
The energy index was up 1.1 percent over the month. Gas costs rose 2.8 percent, and the food index stayed level. Car insurance, medical care and apparel were also up. Cars -- both old and new -- and home furnishings posted modest drops.
The looming question is whether April saw the end of seasonal quirks that can interfere with pricing data. Normally, economists expect those effects to stay contained to January data, as costs for products like insurance reset, making data collection somewhat wonky.
But that timeline may be longer now, as economists and forecasters still struggle to keep a sharp read on pricing dynamics in real time after the pandemic's disruptions.
"Hopefully you get a couple months of this, and you get disinflation," said Doug Holtz-Eakin, president of the conservative American Action Forum. "We'll get some hindsight at some point and figure out what was going on. We've had trouble with the seasonal adjustments since the pandemic. But three [hot reports] in a row was a lot."
The latest snapshot comes as the Fed is grappling with inflation data that continues to surprise them. Central bankers entered the year bolstered by hopes that inflation was falling enough that they would be able to lower interest rates multiple times this year. But just a few months later, it's unclear when Fed leaders will be able to trim borrowing costs or whether inflation is settling just enough above normal levels to keep victory out of reach.
Officials have made clear that rates are going to stay high for as long as it takes to get inflation back to the Fed's 2 percent target. (The Fed prefers a different inflation metric than the one updated Wednesday. That gauge clocked in at an annual rate of 2.7 percent in March.) Powell said any future decisions depend on "where the inflation data fall."
"I expect that inflation will move back down on a monthly basis to levels that were more like the lower readings we were having last year," Powell said. "I would say my confidence in that is not as high as it was," based on data from the first quarter.
As the months tick by, there's also the growing likelihood that the Fed could end up lowering rates right around the presidential election. The Fed closely guards an independence from politics, and its leaders say its decisions don't depend on the electoral calendar. But for officials to feel comfortable cutting rates, they'll need months of encouraging data to outnumber the disappointing reports that have piled up recently. Under the most optimistic scenarios, that could mean a cut in late summer or early fall, right as Republicans and Democrats are vying for votes from Americans disgruntled with inflation.
Inflation peaked at an annual rate of 9.1 percent in 2022, driven by broken supply chains, unprecedented government stimulus and the repercussions of Russia's invasion of Ukraine. The Fed was initially slow to respond as prices climbed. But then, policymakers sprinted to hoist borrowing costs to levels steep enough to meaningfully slow the economy.
Central bankers eventually brought the benchmark interest rates to between 5.25 and 5.5 percent -- the highest level in more than two decades. They've left rates there since July, arguing that they don't need to push rates up even more to keep pressure on the economy. But nothing is guaranteed.
"There's considerable, now, uncertainty about what the next few months of inflation will be and what we should do in response," San Francisco Fed President Mary Daly said on the "Macro Musings" podcast this month. "The reaction to uncertainty, to me, isn't to make more projections with definitiveness."
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Congress passes FAA bill with airline safety and traveler upgrades
Included in the nearly 1,100-page bill to fund the Federal Aviation Administration are several provisions aimed at improving the travel experience for passengers.
By Lori Aratani | 2024-05-15

The air traffic control tower at Dulles International Airport. Congress has approved a sweeping Federal Aviation Administration bill that includes airport safety upgrades. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


The House on Wednesday passed a $105 billion bill funding the Federal Aviation Administration for five years, including provisions aimed at improving airline safety and making travel less frustrating for customers. The legislation passed the Senate last week and heads to President Biden for his signature.
Some of the reforms are the outgrowth of pandemic-era frustrations with delayed refunds and the massive number of flight cancellations. Others address long standing concerns about the plethora of fees consumers face when booking a ticket.
Passage of the measure was hailed as a rare example of bipartisan cooperation at a time when Democrats and Republicans are deeply split on a wide range of issues. The measure passed the Senate 88-4. The House passed the measure 387-26.
Here are some ways the legislation could impact your next trip:
CONSUMER PROTECTIONS
AVIATION SAFETY
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This low-alcohol $14 malbec is lighter in calories but big on flavor
Plus, a crisp pinot grigio and a Napa Valley riesling for this week's sips.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-05-16

FROM LEFT: Domaine Bousquet LOCA Malbec; Barone Fini Pinot Grigio 2022; Smith-Madrone Riesling 2019. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


This week's wine recommendations feature an entry into the low-alcohol movement from a leading organic producer in Argentina, a popular pinot grigio from mountain vineyards in northern Italy and a stunning riesling from Napa Valley.
Uco Valley, Mendoza, Argentina, $14
LOCA, the Spanish word for crazy, is a mash-up of Low Calorie and Low Alcohol, as this wine clocks in at a relatively modest 9.5 percent alcohol and 79 calories per five ounces, about two-thirds the usual amount. To be honest, when I want to reduce my calorie and alcohol intake, I just stretch a bottle over a few nights or skip wine altogether for a few days. That said, this wine and its sister chardonnay deliver what they promise -- fresh, crisp, with a quality oenogeeks call "crunchy" -- wines that taste like malbec and chardonnay, though a bit underripe. There's apparently no wizardry to the wine: The grapes are simply harvested two months earlier than usual, when the flavors have developed but not the sugars that add body, depth and alcohol. The wines are not vintage-dated, but lot numbers starting with 23 suggest they come from that year's harvest. Domaine Bousquet also checks all the progressive boxes: The wines are USDA Certified Organic (no added sulfites), EcoCert organic, Certified B Corporation, and certified vegan, gluten-free, and something else my eyes can't make out. Ingredient and nutritional labeling are also included, as well as a QR code that will take you to the winery website so you don't have to squint so much. Alcohol by volume: 9.5 percent. Bottle weight: 400 grams (Light).
Imported by Origins Organic. Distributed locally by Opici. Sold nationally in Natural Grocers and Total Wine & More.
Val d'Adige, Italy, $15
High-elevation mountain vineyards give this widely available, popular pinot grigio grip and depth. Flavors tend toward crisp apples and pears, with a hint of straw and wild herbs. It's an ideal wine for antipasti or casual meals. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 430 grams (Light).
Imported by Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Spring Mountain District, Napa Valley, Calif., $40
Fans of old-style Napa Valley wines know Smith-Madrone, and fans of riesling know this winery perched high on the slopes of Spring Mountain in the northern stretch of Napa Valley, makes one of this country's best. Citrus -- orange, pomelo, grapefruit -- floats from the glass and dances around your palate. What's amazing about this wine, though, is the structure: It made me sit up straight and pay attention. It seemed to be pulling its essence from the depths of Spring Mountain and pouring it into my glass. Smith-Madrone also makes compelling chardonnay and cabernet sauvignon. If you find them, snap them up -- the winery did not release any 2020 wines because of the Glass Fire that ravaged Spring Mountain and threatened their vineyards right at harvest. ABV: 13.3 percent. BW: 530 grams (Average).
Distributed locally by DOPS and Virginia Imports.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Switchel, a drink dating to antiquity, is a refreshing way to cool off
Switchel is essentially old-timey Gatorade!
By Allison Robicelli | 2024-05-16

In pitchers from left: apple, plain and peach switchels. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


It's not surprising that on sweltering days, we turn to lemons for refreshment. A perfect lemon is a work of art, with its taste, aroma and spectacular good looks glowing as brightly as the sun against a brilliantly blue sky. Mix some of that sunshine with sugar and water, and you've got yourself one hell of a beverage.
Apple cider vinegar, on the other hand, is a murky brown puddle swirling with moldy flecks that tastes like it wants you dead. I can understand why it's not something most people reach for when they're thirsty.
Maybe this is why we've all but forgotten about switchel, which is unfortunate. Sure, vinegar might not have the sex appeal of lemons, but it's tart and tasty just the same. Plus it doesn't require you to squeeze a whole sack of fruit on the road to refreshment -- if you can open a bottle, you can have a pitcher of switchel ready to go in mere minutes.
Get the recipe: Switchel
Also known as harvest drink, harvest beer, haymakers punch and - my personal favorite - "swanky," switchel is a New World take on a basic beverage that's been around for millennia. Ancient Greeks mixed vinegar, honey and water to make oxymel; ancient Romans did the same to make posca, as did ancient Persians to make sikanjabin. As a byproduct of spoiled food, vinegar has always been cheap and plentiful in every corner of the world, and its usefulness went far beyond flavor.
"Water of the time was often undrinkable, spoiled by dangerous bacteria," writes Michael Dietch in his book "Shrubs." "Spiking water with soured wine was a way to sterilize the water while reusing wine that would otherwise be wasted."
What makes switchel unique in the pantheon of vinegar-based beverages is its use of ginger, which balances the aggressive tartness and sugary sweetness with a surprising, spicy kick. (Shrubs, on the other hand, tend to rely on fruit for their flavoring.) As is the case with most informal "recipes" of antiquity, no one can state its origins with 100 percent certainty, but it's believed that the basic combination of water, vinegar, ginger and sweetener most likely originated on West Indian sugar cane plantations, where it was made with molasses.
Through the sugar cane trade, sailors brought the drink from the Caribbean to the rum-distilling capital of the colonies -- Boston -- where it quickly became popular with farmers, laborers and anyone else doing backbreaking work under summer sun. As switchel crept across the country, people adapted the recipe with whatever sweetener was cheap and plentiful: maple syrup to the north, sorghum to the south and honey to the west.
Early America's infatuation with switchel wasn't just because of its flavor - it was also "science." Back in the colonial era, people believed that it was dangerous to drink water to cool off on a hot day, and not because of bacteria or pathogens (of which there were plenty). If the body was hot outside, it made sense for it to be hot inside as well, or else who knows what could happen? Hysteria? Demonic possession? Spontaneous combustion?
Even if switchel was cool, it tasted fiery enough to keep the body and its humors in balance. Prior to its existence, farmhands working the fields would "hydrate" with rum which, while cheap enough at the time, was bad for productivity. Bosses loved that switchel kept their beverage budget down, and kept their employees from hootin', hollerin' and whatever else goes down when you mix 100-proof spirits with heat and farming equipment.
Though colonial science may have been wrong about why, precisely, switchel is so refreshing, there is certainly a scientific reason as to why hard-working people simply couldn't get enough of the stuff. Unbeknownst to them (but beknownst to us), vinegars and natural sweeteners are sources of potassium, an electrolyte that helps bodies stay hydrated.
Switchel is essentially old-timey Gatorade.
Just as with lemonade, iced tea and most other beverages meant for a big pitcher, the formula for switchel is a matter of personal taste. After making the basic recipe, take a sip and see if it's to your liking. Too tart? Add a bit more sweetener. Too sweet? Add a bit more vinegar. Too much everything? Add more water. And if you accidentally add too much water, just add more vinegar and sweetener.
Also like lemonade and iced tea, switchel is highly customizable and is practically begging you to put your own fun spin on it. You can substitute some of the water with juice, such as apple, or fruit puree, such as peach or mango. Once you've tasted it with molasses, try it with honey, maple syrup or another flavorful sweetener, and see which one's flavors speak to you. Add some herbs, such as thyme, or other exciting accents, such as citrus zest. Even lemons -- switchel's greatest rival -- are welcome to join the party. There's no time for acidic animosities when there are beautiful sunny days to enjoy.
Get the recipe: Switchel
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This tomato, barley and bean stew is thrifty, hearty and flexible
Harissa, garlic and tomatoes provide the flavor in this one-pot vegan stew.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-05-16

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


My friend Jordan Smith is a jack of all trades at Edy's Grocer in Brooklyn. He works catered events, develops and bakes many of the pastries that are sold every day, makes the focaccia for the dinner menu, keeps the sourdough starter going and also bakes things for big catering orders, including wedding cakes.
"Sometimes, you know, someone might request 300 brownies. So I'm the brownie person. If it goes in the oven, I'm the person," he recently told me. He also writes a Substack newsletter I've really been enjoying called Save Me a Slice, because he has always wanted a place to put his recipes.
Jordan's busy schedule means that, when he gets home from work, he is, like many of us, tired, pressed for time and eager to make a meal that is affordable and hearty, and that won't take forever to cook. When I asked him whether he would share one of his dinner go-tos for this column, I was so pleased when he sent over this recipe for Barley Stew With Tomatoes, White Beans and Cabbage. He told me that "lately I've been making a lot of quick braises using whatever ingredients I have around," but added that the base of the braises is always the same: olive oil, garlic, cherry tomatoes. From there, he adds various types of beans, vegetables and grains, making the whole thing the ultimate mix-and-match meal.
Get the recipe: Barley Stew With Tomatoes, White Beans and Cabbage
Slightly spicy, this substantial one-pot vegan dish is made with garlic, harissa, tomatoes, cabbage, beans and barley. Everything stews together to become a rich sum of its parts. What's more, it's a framework you can use to create your own version of the dish. Switch up the grains and use rice or quinoa instead of barley (adjust the cooking time accordingly) or serve the cabbage and bean stew over pasta (regular or gluten-free). Don't have cabbage but have a bunch of kale that's past its prime? Use that instead. Love spice? Add more harissa. Prefer things milder? Dial back the harissa or skip it. Want a different bean? Go for it. Have a can of diced tomatoes you want to get rid of? Use those instead of the fresh cherry tomatoes. This is a recipe that invites creativity.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I especially love the optional toppings for this stew and would go so far as to say they are not actually optional. Olives add assertiveness, sour cream (vegan, if desired) adds richness, and black pepper adds another layer of spice. Like the dish itself, these toppings can be varied and riffed on in all sorts of ways. A spoonful of creamy ricotta could be used instead of sour cream, or a fried egg with a runny yolk could lend similar richness. Pickled jalapenos can take the place of the olives. You get the idea.
This is flexible cooking -- comforting, inexpensive, nourishing cooking. The kind of thing we all yearn for at the end of a long day, whether, like Jordan, you had to make hundreds of brownies, or you had a similarly large task to complete. And, of course, you did.
Get the recipe: Barley Stew With Tomatoes, White Beans and Cabbage
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Ask Sahaj: I live with my parents and generational trauma 'runs the house'
How does a letter writer living with her emotionally immature parents put up boundaries?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-05-16

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/Washington Post illustration; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I'm currently living with my Dominican parents and generational trauma practically runs the house. My mom denies ever doing anything wrong, while my dad shuts down all conversations when trying to resolve an issue. Instead of fighting with my mother, who refuses to admit her faults, how can I set a boundary whenever she tries to blame me for her mistakes or issues? If so, what boundary can be placed?
-- Tired of Denial
Tired of Denial: Instead of trying to find ways to have the same conversation with your mom, one that involves "fighting," what if you chose something different? What if you try healing from this inherited trauma without needing your parents to accept their role in passing it down? A boundary is not about controlling someone else's behavior. Rather, it's about getting clarity on what you aren't willing to tolerate and protecting your own mental health through things you can control.
You may consider verbal boundaries, like, "I feel hurt when you blame me. I can't have this conversation if you're going to keep saying this." Or, "I am happy to listen but not when you blame me." Or you may consider redirecting the conversation altogether. If verbal boundaries don't feel culturally apt, consider setting behavioral boundaries, like stepping away, leaving the room/house or going to sleep early to remove yourself from the situation.
I will be honest, though. Parents who revert to blame, avoidance or shame often lack emotional tools to manage their internal experience and feelings. So they may double down when you try to set a boundary. You have to be radically honest about what you can expect. You can hold a mirror up to someone you love but you cannot force them to look. You want your mom to own her "wrongdoing" but unfortunately, if she doesn't want to, she won't, and you can't make her.
Because you are living at home, creating emotional distance between your parents' behaviors and your behaviors will be important. Learn how to integrate regulation strategies to manage your distress, frustration and defensiveness. This may be finding a professional to work with or having a friend -- someone you feel safe and calm with -- you can turn to help you co-regulate. Create and maintain routines -- around sleep, exercise, nutrition, creative outlets -- to take care of yourself.
Focusing on how you can show up differently in the relationship won't stop your parents from behaving the way they do. But it can make the interactions more manageable -- at least until you figure out whether there's a bigger decision that needs to be made, like moving out. Good luck!
Dear Sahaj: I have a friend who lives on the other side of the country. We have long conversations two to three times a week. We have been close friends since college. I found out that she didn't tell me about her daughter's wedding a year ago. I was shocked and felt betrayed.
She said it was because the wedding was small and she couldn't invite me. I care less about the invite than not being informed and her not sharing the good news. She also said it was because she was "secretive" (we share everything, or so I thought). I want to forgive her, but I am so hurt and confused. What are your thoughts, please?
-- Hurt
Hurt: You sound concerned about whether you and your friend are on the same page about your friendship. Are there other things in the friendship that feel off, unbalanced or even indicate differences in how you show up as friends? This can indicate a bigger pattern you may want to reflect on and address.
If not, there's a lot unknown here that can make it easy for your brain to draw its own conclusions. It's possible that the small wedding didn't seem like that big of a deal to your friend; or it was something she didn't want to talk about; or she didn't want to make you feel bad. There are so many possibilities for where she was coming from and a lot of them don't point to her actively trying to hide her life from you. That is your own speculation.
I wonder if you have explicitly shared with your friend how you actually feel, or if you are trying not to make it a big thing to avoid conflict? If you haven't, be honest to get this out in the open in a kind, curious and vulnerable manner. Here's a formula that may work:
First, name what you feel. This may sound like, "I want to talk to you about something, and I'm a bit nervous to bring it up." Second, affirm the friendship. "I care about you and really value our friendship." Then, share what you are feeling. "I totally understand your daughter wanting to have a small wedding, and I'm not upset about not being invited. However, I feel hurt that you didn't even mention it, especially because we talk so often." Finally, consider asking a question, or inviting your friend into the conversation: "I'd like to hear more on where you were coming from." Or, "I guess I'm worried now that you aren't sharing other things with me, too."
You want to share your feelings while also letting your friend respond. You don't want to make the assumption that because she didn't tell you, she doesn't care about you. This is a good opportunity to reconnect and learn more about each other's perspectives to continue to care for each other in ways you both need.
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How to grow your best tomato
Whether your garden is in its first year or 50th, here's how to get a bumper crop of homegrown tomatoes.
By Kate Morgan | 2024-05-16
The tomato might just be the quintessential summer produce. It's the first thing many new gardeners want to plant, and some growers spend decades trying to perfect it.
It's a staple in cuisines around the world, and with more than 10,000 varieties, there's almost assuredly a tomato for everyone. And whichever kind you choose, it will taste better homegrown.
"What you enjoy fresh and warm from your garden is so markedly different from what you can buy in the store," says Scott Daigre, a California-based gardener and producer of "Tomatomania!" billed as the world's largest tomato seedling sale. "And what a great-looking garden prize. Yeah, cucumbers are cool, but a big fat heirloom tomato? That's sexy."
Daigre compares tomato cultivation to fashion. "Every year, you've got to have that new trendy thing, and that's cool and fun." But there's also something nostalgic about tomatoes, he adds: The flavor of an heirloom might transport you to your grandfather's garden or a childhood Fourth of July barbecue. "It goes way beyond the fruit," he says, "and gets at family, and celebrations and all these things the tomato signifies."
Whether your garden is in its first year or its 50th, use these expert tips to make this your best tomato season yet.

If your garden space has limited light, try smaller varieties like cherry tomatoes. (iStock)


First, consider what you plan to do with your harvest. If you want to make a big batch of sauce, go for something like a classic Roma or San Marzano. For a sweet, abundant snack, pick a cherry or grape tomato. If you want big, colorful slices, any number of heirloom varieties might fit the bill.
Also think about where you intend to put your plants, and how much sun and space they'll have, says Craig LeHoullier, a North Carolina-based gardening educator and author of "Epic Tomatoes."
"If you have eight hours of sun, you can grow any tomato," LeHoullier says. "But the key to remember is the bigger the tomato, the more hours of sun you need."
If you intend to grow a massive Gigantomo or Mortgage Lifter to enter in the county fair, you'll need all-day exposure. But "for people who only have two or three hours of sun on their back porch," LeHoullier adds, smaller varieties like cherry tomatoes can thrive in limited light.
Next, think about space. There are two main tomato types: determinate and indeterminate. "Space-challenged gardeners or canners may want to look at determinate varieties like Roma," LeHoullier says. "They're well behaved, and perfect for those cone-shaped tomato cages because they'll stay nicely within the bounds of that. But they put out their crop in a short time frame: A Roma will only grow three or four feet tall, and then you'll pick 25 pounds of tomatoes in a one- or two-week period."
An indeterminate provides fruit all season long, but it's much more unruly. "Probably 95 percent of tomatoes are indeterminate; they grow monstrously tall and all over the place," LeHoullier says. "You need a strategy for how to corral them." That usually means more robust support than a store-bought tomato cage, such as an elaborate system of staking or trellising.
Tomatoes can take a long time to go from seed to ready-to-plant, so in most USDA hardiness zones they should be started from seed indoors in February or March. Many gardeners skip this step, opting instead to buy seedlings from a local nursery or greenhouse.
There are a few common errors to avoid: First, don't be tempted to buy the biggest one. A slightly smaller plant is more likely to develop a strong root system once it's in its permanent pot or plot. But don't buy the smallest plants, either. Look for straight, healthy stems about the thickness of a pencil, and leaves with no yellow or brown spots.

Tomatoes can work in container gardens. (iStock)


Tomato plants need high-quality, nutrient-dense soil, but it doesn't have to be in the ground; tomatoes lend themselves very well to container gardening, Daigre says. Fill containers with a premium potting soil, he suggests, "and that means not cheap. Cheap potting soils are dust. You want something with a lot of ingredients: bat guano, forest products, oyster shell, lobster shell ... whatever you can get."
And it doesn't have to go into a traditional plant pot. "Anything that holds water and also drains can be a tomato container, as long as it's big," Daigre says. In addition to giving the roots ample room to grow, "it's important that you get that plant enough real estate so that it's not hot one minute, cold the next, or wet one minute, dry the next," he adds. "I've seen people plant in old troughs, buckets of various kinds, baskets of various kinds. It just depends on what's in the garage and what's big enough."
Daigre does recommend lighter-colored containers, which absorb less heat on a sunny day. "In a black pot on concrete or asphalt, the sun just fries the roots all summer," he says. "One of our mantras in container gardening is 'Guard the pot.' When the summer gets hot, that means insulate: Push other plants around it, put a canvas around it, put some old curtains around it. Then your plant's in a container more like the ground, its roots are deep and cool, and it can concentrate on making tomatoes."
The plants need a lot of food to produce tasty tomatoes. Daigre suggests adding a tiny amount of liquid fertilizer each time you water.
Once they're established, tomato plants are fairly hardy, but they're still susceptible to funguses and other diseases, not to mention hungry pests. Some common problems include blossom end rot, which causes a soft black spot on the bottom of the tomato and "is not a disease," according to LeHoullier, "but a plant's reaction to being stressed while it's growing. That stress interrupts calcium uptake." Reduce stress in the hottest part of the day by installing a soaker hose or drip irrigation system.
You can reduce other diseases by spacing the plants far apart and ensuring good air circulation and sun exposure, but "anybody who grows tomatoes is going to experience two things that makes the leaves ugly," LeHoullier says. He points to two funguses -- early blight and Septoria leaf spot. The former causes drooping, yellowed leaves; the latter forms small brown and black dots or grayish areas. Both can be dealt with by removing affected leaves to prevent the fungus from spreading.
"Your plant will be fine," LeHoullier says, "with some garden discipline and hygiene." It's also important to protect the plants from pests and critters. Deer are the worst problem, he adds, "because they'll eat your garden up. The only thing I've found [that works to deter deer], other than a really tall fence or an electric one, is a motion-detector sprinkler."
Most gardens will have aphids -- small green or red insects that gather on stems and under leaves -- but they're not a major concern, LeHoullier says. "Eventually, ladybugs will come in and take care of all those aphids."
But remove hornworms -- large green caterpillars with white stripes -- immediately. "Take them off and put them in your bird feeder," says LeHoullier. Unless, that is, they have what looks like grains of rice stuck to them. Those are the larvae of a predatory wasp, and they'll take care of any worms you miss.

Tomatoes need different amounts of water throughout the growing season. (iStock)


Once summer is in full swing and tomato plants are in their heaviest production windows, they need less water. "In the early part of the season, the plant is putting water into stems and roots and leaves," Daigre says, so plants in the ground should be watered deeply about every three days, and potted plants once or twice a day.
"At the end of the season, the priority changes," he says, "and a lot of that water's going into the fruit. So, if we get freaked out at the end of the season thinking, 'My plant needs more water because it's got 53 tomatoes,' and run out with the hose every 15 minutes, well, it's putting all that water into the tomatoes, and you're not getting the product that you could have."
Water just enough to keep the plant from looking droopy, he says.
Once the fruit ripens, it's time to harvest and enjoy your tomatoes -- and start thinking about how to grow them even better next year. That's part of the fun, LeHoullier says. Many gardeners grow tomatoes all their lives, constantly working to perfect the craft.
"On one hand, tomatoes can be as tricky as roses," he says. "But a gardener who pays attention, really treats it like a hobby and loves to spend an hour a day looking at their plants can do well."
But, he adds, sometimes plants just don't survive, or they barely produce. "Gardeners should always remember this is just this year: The only way for a gardener to learn is usually to screw something up. Next year is another garden, where you can try different varieties, try growing them different ways, experiment and learn even more."
Kate Morgan is a freelance writer in Richland, Pa.
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Ask Amy: I'm scared of my adult stepson who keeps losing his temper
He quit college, lost his job and lives with his dad and stepparent. They've become increasingly scared of his temper.
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-05-16
Dear Amy: After a very difficult divorce and a few years single, I married a wonderful partner last year. He brought his 20-year-old son into the marriage. Since arriving at my home, the son's prospects have devolved. He quit college. He lost his job. He now sits in his room all day. When he runs out of funds for nicotine or marijuana, he loses his temper and shouts at my husband, demanding money.
We don't know what to do. We fear he is seriously depressed -- how could he not be? But at the same time, he is scaring me. His language is violent and his mind seems irrational (he often repeats that a minimum wage job is not worth his time). He has hit my husband and he has stolen money from my wallet. I'm worried about my safety and that of my cat who shares the house with him alone during the day. We don't know what to do.
We don't want to kick him out, possibly driving him toward further addiction, homelessness, or worse. But living in increasing fear, with no real end in sight, is becoming impossible as well. Please advise!
-- Anxious in Boston
Anxious: Your stepson is not the only person in your household whose prospects have devolved. Your entire household is at risk. This young man needs immediate intervention. If he is violent toward your husband, you or your household pet, you should call the police. This is the appropriate and natural consequence of his behavior; it is also important for you to feel protected and safe.
If he is depressed (it sounds as if he is), his marijuana use is not helping, but is likely masking some symptoms while making others worse. Boston is a great city with outstanding medical care presenting options for treating substance-use disorders and mental illnesses. You and your husband should recognize this for the crisis it is and act immediately to find the best assessment and treatment for his son.
You could start researching options by contacting your family physician, the Massachusetts Behavioral Health Help Line (masshelpline.com), and looking into treatment types and options at Mass General and McLean Hospital. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (samhsa.gov) offers a 24-hour helpline (800) 662-HELP. Psychology Today (psychologytoday.com) has a database listing treatment centers in Boston.
You and your husband should also pursue "friends and family" support, in order to connect with other parents who might be experiencing a similar crisis in their household. Al-anon.org and mar-anon.com offer both in-person and online meetings.
Dear Amy: I had a pretty major crush on "Annie" in high school, but I never acted on it. Our 20th reunion is coming up this summer, and I'm wondering about the best way to act on it now. From Facebook, I see she is planning to attend the reunion and she is single. After a brief marriage, so am I.
I'm wondering about the best way to make use of the limited time I have during the reunion to somehow win her over. Your thoughts?
-- K
K: If you are connected on Facebook, you could start by sending her a message, saying that you understand she is planning to attend the reunion. Tell her that "Two decades is a lot of ground to cover, but I'm looking forward to catching up."
At the reunion, greet her warmly, don't drink too much, and try to discern if she is interested in engaging in conversation. Don't come on too strong. Be the cool guy.
Reunions can prove to be fertile ground for reviving -- or starting -- relationships. If she is interested in you, she will demonstrate that by seeking you out. If there is a spark, you can build on that later.
Dear Amy: Your response to the mother whose child cut her own hair "Worried" was both funny and dead on.
My son cut his hair at a time when he had no teeth and was pale as can be from reoccurring tonsil issues. He looked like one of those birds the mother throws from her nest. I took photos. LOL!
I am a hairdresser in a Philadelphia neighborhood shop. Instead of parents chalking it up to a "rite of passage," as they should, there are parents who severely chastise and terrorize these poor kids.
I wish we could get the word out that this is a normal thing to do.
-- Jeanne
Jeanne: The huge response to this question has been illuminating.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Carolyn Hax: Fiance plans to have a baby with someone else
The couple agreed not to have kids, but one of them now wants a baby with his biological-clock-watching friend.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-05-16

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My fiance, normally a wonderful partner, has been acting increasingly weird lately and finally told me he probably wants kids -- something I never wanted and we'd agreed we wouldn't do.
He has a very close friend with a ticking biological clock whom he proposes he could have the kid with. There may or may not be another father-like figure in this proposed kid's life -- unclear right now.
I plan to stay and try to make it work, but with a lot of trepidation. What will he still be able to do with me? What will I no longer be able to expect? Can I preserve space for me in my own life? I'm historically not great at setting or sticking to boundaries.
I want to crawl off and hide in my closet just thinking of the smug line from everyone that MY LIFE WILL CHANGE FOREVER and it's selfish to expect otherwise. I don't need that. I know some things will change and some changes might even be happy. I just need a sober analysis of what joy and connection I can still have with my life partner that don't ALL revolve around a child. There are no resources I can find for this, and I'm really lost.
-- Lost
Lost: If your fiance has a child, then you will have a child. There are no resources for "this" because they're about stepparenting, which is what this will be.
If "this" instead is your fiance being about to marry you, then getting all weird and announcing he's planning to have a child with someone else, then the resources for that are about breakups.
I would rather be wrong about this, but it sounds as if he is breaking up with you in increments because the whole thing feels too big and painful. Marrying you and having a family with someone else is a plan to have it both ways that I've never run across, which is saying something.
Let's say you go ahead with it. When the child is with the other parent, then your time is your own like any childless couple's -- though you will both still be parents. When the child is with you, then you are a co-parent. If something happens to the other parent, then you are a full-time parent and there's no planning around it. It's not "smug" to spell out reality.
Kids don't grasp the nuances of adult arrangements, much less honor them. A child will see you as a parent. If you rebuff a little person just because your husband promised you could, then you will probably do the child permanent emotional harm.
So, tl;dr:
What you will no longer be able to expect is to be childless.
To: Lost: Could the friend with the ticking biological clock already be pregnant by your fiance? I'm wondering if this bizarre plan is cover for an affair.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: A lot of commenters suspected this, so here it is.
Other readers' thoughts:
* Couple's counseling. If you're not great at setting boundaries, even more reason to have a neutral third party helping you work through what you want in life.
* I'd file this under, "He wants to break up, but he wants you to do it."
* Maybe six people already said this, but OMG OMG. This is not asking for permission to be a sperm donor for a dear friend, with no parental responsibilities. This is have cake, eat cake too, drag Lost into being equally responsible for everything but the baking of cake. I'm practically having heart palpitations.
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Miss Manners: Co-worker lies to avoid doing her job
A coworker has a habit of spreading misinformation to avoid doing her job.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-05-16
Dear Miss Manners: I have a co-worker who consistently spreads misinformation in order to get out of doing her job. She often makes up policies that don't exist to try to trick other departments into doing her work (even when that means the work gets done incorrectly by people not trained for it). In the past, I've tried printing out policies and coming to her with physical evidence that what she's saying is not true, but she gets very aggressive and always has an excuse for why she shouldn't have to do her fair share of work.
Since we work in the same department, it makes my job much more difficult when I have to explain to others what the real policies are. I'm unsure of how to respond when co-workers ask me why they've heard differently from what I tell them. I don't want to speak negatively about my co-worker, but she is being untruthful.
She has a significant amount of seniority, and others have made complaints before me, so I doubt she'd face any corrective action if this was brought to HR. And with her aggressive personality, I know I need to be very careful so as not to incur her wrath. Can you suggest a way to graciously explain to co-workers why they've received incorrect information?
"My colleague was unfortunately mistaken. I have the policy right here."
Dear Miss Manners: For over a decade, we had a close bunch of friends who socialized frequently. Then came Josh and Jenna's horrid divorce. We all cut ties with Josh over his cruelty, and supported his shattered wife through cancer treatment. She beat the cancer, but then spiraled into mental instability -- drinking, hospitalizations, etc. One couple in our group eventually ghosted Jenna, saying she was "high-maintenance, too much drama." Slowly, others did the same.
We are the only ones of the group who still check in, take Jenna to lunch if she's feeling up to it, bring groceries if she's not, etc. We are not looking for a medal here; to us, it's what friends do. But it incenses me when our other friends occasionally furrow a brow, put on a sad face and ask, "And how is Jenna doing?" I realize that snarling, "Maybe you could call her and find out!" would be impolite. What could I say that would convey my annoyance with their performative "concern" about our mutual friend they abandoned -- without being rude myself?
Say that you had lunch with her the other day and offer to share her contact information. Miss Manners realizes that your neutral tone will only provide a measured level of revenge, but it will do so within polite bounds, and it will take all the fun out of their asking.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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I accidentally befriended my ex-husband's wife. Hax readers give advice.
Letter writer befriended a neighboring mom and her kids -- without knowing she is married to her ex-husband.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-05-15

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: In my early 20s I was married briefly and soon divorced. Logistically, it was as easy as divorces go since we were young, didn't have kids and there wasn't a lot of material stuff to fight over. However, it was rough for a couple of years for me mentally. My ex's behavior was selfish and immature, and I came away from the whole thing with a low opinion of him.
Life goes on and, 15 years later, I am married with young children. It turns out my ex-husband and his family -- with children the same age as mine -- is my neighbor from the street behind us. At first I didn't know this, and a friendship started as my kids played with his kids at the neighborhood park while his wife and I talked. We developed a nice playdate kind of friendship, and she came over for coffee frequently. Her husband, my ex, travels for work a lot so I never saw him on these occasions. The last name is fairly common, so I never made the connection.
Now their kids are signed up for neighborhood swim team with mine, and I saw his name on the email group and I know it's him because his first name has an unusual spelling. I feel like moving away now, which I know is ridiculous. I dread the idea of seeing him at all and especially as the father of my kids' friends and the husband of my new friend.
I know I need to get over this, somehow, but how? And how do I tell my neighbor that I am her husband's ex, and that I pretty much hate him?
-- Small World
Small World: "And how do I tell my neighbor that I am her husband's ex, and that I pretty much hate him?" You do the first and not the second. You need to tell your friend right away, explaining how seeing her husband's name in print made you realize that he was the same person you had been married to briefly. Then, give her time to absorb the information.
As for the husband, if you were married in your early 20s and it's 15 years later, consider that you really don't know him anymore. He's had 15 years to mature (as have you), and he may be very different from the man you divorced. Try to think of him as a new acquaintance. Maybe you never come to like him, but maybe you can see him as your friend's husband who is just one of hundreds of people in your life that you don't know very well.
-- Katnap
Small World: Think of all the good that can come of this, and how it can resolve what you carried with you when you left the marriage! Wouldn't it be nice if you didn't have to hate anybody? Really, this is win-win-win situation! Your kids have new friends, you have a new friend (the wife), and you can resolve your negativity toward your ex just by being happy in your second marriage and loving his new family.
-- Morgan
Small World: Do what is comfortable for you. As the ex's wife has not become a best friend yet, it's entirely fair to share your apprehensions with her and tell her you may need to step back. You needn't say anything nasty about the ex. You can just say that the entire experience was draining, or scarring, or sad, or whatever it is you feel, and that you don't want to put yourself in that place again. It's going to be difficult enough for you to cross paths at the swim meets, so I would make sure you do what will make you peaceful and present to your own family.
Some prior busted relationships, whether they end in divorce or just a breakup, are just too painful to carry with us into the future. Women often get told to "take the high road," which often means chewing our insides out while we put on a happy face for someone else. Do what is best for you and your family, and give yourself a lot of credit for moving forward and creating a beautiful life for yourself.
-- Best For You
Small World: Oh my goodness, what an unpleasant coincidence. First, I think you need to make sure this person is indeed your ex, unusual name notwithstanding. Tell your friend you know it's awkward, but you have just noticed her husband's name, and you think he might be your ex-husband. If your suspicions are indeed correct, rather than telling her that you hate him, or talking about your past, perhaps let her ask you questions. Assuming she knows he was married before, she probably has heard of you. She may have heard his narrative of your marriage and divorce and have some preconceived notions of what you were like back then. It may be unsettling for her to reconcile you, her friend, with a historical character in her husband's life.
Once the cat is out of the bag, you can figure out how to move forward. It doesn't sound like you will need to see your ex much, since you haven't run into him yet, so hopefully you can maintain a friendship with her.
-- New You
Small World: Don't let your opinion of your ex-husband sabotage what might be great friends for your kids and maybe even a friendship for you. I would mention it to your ex-husband's new wife just to clear the air. Explain how you only recently realized this situation. When you meet your ex, as will eventually happen, you could start by telling him what a nice person his new wife is. He could hardly say anything negative to you after an opening like that!
-- New Friend
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/05/15/carolyn-hax-befriended-ex-new-wife/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Cooking chat: Is it safe to eat cauliflower with brown spots?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-05-16

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Here are some questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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8 recipes inspired by 'Bridgerton' for a grand watch party
Celebrate the new "Bridgerton" season by making a few of these sweet and savory recipes.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-05-15
Dearest readers,
We're excited for another event-filled social season in the Bridgerton universe -- are you? Be sure to expect romance, scandal and a grand ball or two. This author is celebrating the occasion with a snack spread fit for a queen, and perhaps you'd like to do the same, too.
We've picked out a handful of recipes that pay tribute to the stars of the new season: Penelope, the youngest of the Featherington sisters, and Colin, the noted gourmand of the Bridgerton family. With a collection of the duo's favorite biscuits, sandwiches, charcuterie and desserts, you'll be equipped to throw an afternoon tea watch party (or simply make a couple of nibbles to fuel your Netflix marathon). If you're looking for more Regency-era bites, do visit our archives of over 10,000 tested recipes.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Biscuits are by far one of the more popular snacks of the ton. These aren't the fluffy kind you'll find at a diner, though -- they're more akin to a buttery cookie such as this fragrant and floral shortbread. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Colin has "always been partial to smoked salmon," so this sandwich would be right up his alley. It's a marvelous accompaniment to afternoon tea. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Tea isn't the only beverage that the Bridgerton crew enjoys. This refreshing herbal lemonade is a delightful thirst-quencher for picnics and days in the garden. Get the recipe.

(Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Penelope has a particular penchant for this French dessert. This version uses a simple whipped cream filling instead of a more complicated pastry cream, and can be made in under an hour. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Cold repast, anyone? This light meal for one includes an enticing combination of meat, cheese, crackers, fruit and olives. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post))


Penelope and Colin are fond of a little raspberry jam on their baked goods, and this one is wonderful for spreading on toasts, muffins and more. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Speaking of raspberry jam, it goes particularly well with these scones and a bit of clotted cream or butter. If you're craving a savory scone that's slightly less traditional, try these Scones With Gruyere and Country Ham. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Penelope's signature color is yellow, while Colin is often donning Bridgerton blue. We're celebrating the two stars of the season and their colors with these cheery lemon puddings. Get the recipe.
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These blueberry crumble bars with a granola vibe are naturally sweet
With a nut-seed crust, jammy center and crumbly topping, these blueberry bars are a nourishing treat that's not too sweet.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-05-15

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Creating recipes for less-sugary baked goods has become a calling for me. I love to bite into a tender muffin, slice of banana bread or cookie with my afternoon tea, but I find most store-bought options and standard recipes overly sweet. Sometimes I'll use a popular recipe and simply cut back on the amount of sugar called for, but the substitution isn't always that straightforward. Often the formula needs to be reworked entirely to make a truly desirable, less-sweet baked good and, from what I can tell, there aren't many reliable sources out there doing it. (Two who have tackled lower sugar baking exceptionally well are Brian Levy, author of "Good and Sweet," and Jennifer Tyler Lee, author of "Half the Sugar, All the Love.") I am happy to step in to help fill this need, especially since it means I get to taste a lot of sweet (but not too-sweet) goodies.
Sinking my teeth into one of these bars was an immediate reminder of the perks of the job. They bring all of the delight of a classic jam-filled, crumble-topped fruit bar, but in a more gently sweet way, with a nutty granola bar vibe. This kind of bar typically has a shortbread-like base slathered with sugary jam, but these boast more fruit-forward layers, which allow the natural sweetness of whole fruit to take the lead, heightened with a small amount of maple syrup.
Get the recipe: Blueberry Crumble Bars
The jam layer is made up simply of blueberries simmered with a touch of maple syrup, and some orange zest and juice, until the berries have broken down and thickened to a spreadable texture.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


The base and topping layers both start with finely ground walnuts, almonds and sunflower seeds, which are mixed with rolled oats, whole-wheat flour and cinnamon. Most of that nut-oat mixture is stirred with a puree of prunes, oil, egg and vanilla to form the crust. The prunes bring the majority of the sweetness -- not to mention fiber and antioxidants -- just a touch of maple syrup is added to level it up a bit. (You could substitute dried dates for the prunes, or use a combination of the two if you'd like.) The base mixture is then pressed into a baking dish, smeared with the cooked blueberries, then topped with the remaining nut-oat mixture, which has been tossed into a crumble with more maple syrup and some oil.
Once baked and cooled, the bars come out alluringly layered, with a nutty bottom that has a lovely chew from the dried fruit, a jammy center, which brims with true blueberry flavor, and a crunchy, maple-spiked crumble topping. Give them a try, and you'll understand why they are one of the reasons I love my work.
Get the recipe: Blueberry Crumble Bars
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8 best things to do with kids in the D.C. area this weekend 
Looking for something fun to do with kids in the D.C. area this weekend? Here are our top picks.
By Fritz Hahn | 2024-05-16

Ziyuan Wang performs a traditional Tibetan dance during Fiesta Asia. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Looking for something fun to do with kids in the D.C. area this weekend? Here are our top picks.
For fans of roast lamb and homemade spanakopita and loukoumades, it doesn't get much better than this annual festival at St. Sophia's Cathedral near Woodley Park, which features three days of food, music and dancing. Greek bands perform at 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday, while folk dancers, DJs and children's groups are featured throughout the weekend. There are long lines for gyros and souvlaki cooked over coals (smell them and you'll understand why), while the "Taverna" serves Greek beer and wine. A bazaar features Byzantine icons, jewelry, CDs and Greek soccer scarves, while a moon bounce and games keep the kids busy. If you've never visited St. Sophia's before, tours are offered on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Friday from 4 to 10 p.m., Saturday from noon to 10 p.m., Sunday from noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Bring a picnic to enjoy while watching the concert in the Arboretum's Ellipse Meadow, featuring local neo-cumbian band Cumbia Heights. This event, supported by the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities, is pay-what-you-can. Note that ticketing is only for concert access; the grounds won't be open during the show. Friday from 7 to 8:30 p.m. $25 recommended ticket price.
The annual Fiesta Asia shuts down Pennsylvania Avenue between Third and Sixth streets NW to showcase more than 20 Asian cultures in honor of Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. Look for live music and dance performances representing multiple countries, a karaoke stage, a cosplay contest, martial arts demonstrations, hands-on games and crafts for kids, a large vendor area, and a "food alley" featuring local and New York City restaurants that is apparently 50 percent larger than last year's. Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
The Loudoun Farm Tour is a way to immerse city slickers -- kids and adults alike -- in the rural communities on the other side of Dulles Airport. The 38 farms open their doors for more than just talks about farm management or letting kids come face to face with barnyard friends such as pigs, donkeys and llamas. Over two days, taste raw honey straight from an apiary or try a scoop of all-natural ice cream on a dairy farm. Learn how craft beer goes from the field to the bottle or tour farms dedicated to mushrooms, garlic or tea leaves. This year, the tour includes shuttle buses running on loops between farms, leaving from four locations, including the Ashburn Metro station. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free; farms may charge for tours and activities.
Washington's African heritage and community are celebrated during Africa on the Avenue, held in Park View's Bruce Monroe Park on Saturday. There's music from a variety of DJs and artists, including the Ethiopian fusion of the Feedel Band, the Grammy-nominated songs of Malian griot Cheick Hamala Diabate, and the Farafina Kan drummers and dancers. For families, there's a foam party, double Dutch, hula hoops and interactive art projects. Vendors will be selling African coffee, head wraps, braiding, clothing, books and pepper sauces. Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Free.
Painting and pontoon boats meet at Bladensburg Waterfront Park's outdoor arts party, which features a market of local artists, hands-on community art projects, demonstrations and activities for kids. Adults can sip beer or wine, and all ages can enjoy live music and free boat tours on the Anacostia River. Saturday from noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Supermarket strawberries have nothing on a freshly picked red berry, which you'll find in abundance at the inaugural Lincoln Strawberry Festival in Loudoun County. This two-day fundraiser from Wegmeyer Farms begins Saturday morning with a strawberry pancake smorgasbord (buy a separate breakfast ticket in advance) and continues with musical performances, a strawberry baby fashion show, tractor rides, and eating competitions for strawberry pie and strawberry ice cream. Sunday's schedule is similar, swapping in 4-H animal presentations in the morning instead of pancakes. Each day, you'll be able to pick your own strawberries for purchase while supplies last. Proceeds benefit a variety of local causes. Saturday and Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. $15; free for kids age 2 and under.
The Wharf's quirky combination of the Kentucky Derby and Cinco de Mayo is back for the 12th year on Sunday, after rain on May 4 postponed the original event. The annual Running of the Chihuahuas involves more than 100 of these tiny dogs sprinting in groups of eight on a 60-foot "racetrack." One Chihuahua eventually emerges as the fastest of the pack, winning $100 cash and swag during this bracket-style tournament. Only Chihuahuas can race, but dogs of all types can enter an all-breed dog costume contest, while human spectators enjoy the Pacifico Beer Garden, a DJ, a pet photo booth and an adoptable-dog parade. This event is very popular: Arrive early for the best views of the track, or watch on a giant video projection screen. Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. Free admission. All spots for racing Chihuahuas are filled.
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How do you mend a broken Heart? Ann and Nancy Wilson know.
Ann and Nancy Wilson, who made Heart famous with songs like "Crazy On You," "Barracuda" and "What About Love," embark on the band's first tour in five years.
By Geoff Edgers | 2024-05-16
TAMPA
There was a time, before the thing on the bus, when Ann and Nancy Wilson could hang out after the gig. The badass sister bosses of Heart were known for their killer classic-rock set list -- "Barracuda," "Crazy on You," "What About Love" -- and not the kind of sibling-conflict nonsense that wracked the Kinks or Oasis.
Then came that night in 2016. Ann, the singer and older sister, and Nancy, the guitarist, were rocking a Seattle-area amphitheater with their rendition of "Stairway to Heaven" when everything went down on the tour bus. Ann's new husband, Dean Wetter, blew up at Nancy's teenage sons about something, and it got physical. He was arrested. Rolling Stone did a mortifying story about the whole mess.
The tour sputtered on, but after that there would be separate dressing rooms, separate makeup artists, separate managers, separate camps.
The distance even became formalized by contract into what they called "sanctuary zones." When they were offstage, Ann's husband and manager were not to step into Nancy's space. Nancy's husband and manager were barred from venturing into Ann's.
And yet last month, there were Nancy and Ann, sitting comfortably in Ann's dressing room at Tampa's Amalie Arena, talking about music until it was time for the buses to roll out. They had just delivered a stunning performance -- and, as usual, they would be the toughest critics of it.
Nancy, 70, copped to "spacing out" and flubbing their new a cappella outro for "Never." Ann, 73, took responsibility for a few fleeting coughs during the set, explaining that she was getting over a respiratory illness. ("If I drop a word or two because my lungs close up on me, so be it.") But they agreed it was their best since the tour kicked off a week earlier: Their harmonies on "Dog & Butterfly." The way they slid from "Straight On" into the groovy cover of David Bowie's "Let's Dance." Their smoking-hot band of crack studio players recruited from Nashville.
"There's no sanctuary in here," said Ann's personal assistant, Criss Cain, happily.
"We got tired of it," said hair and makeup artist Sydniiee Oliveira.
On paper, the sanctuary zones were still in effect. The Wilson sisters had simply decided to ignore them.
"Unnecessary," said Ann.
"It was unnecessary," echoed Nancy. "To have a camp over here, a camp over there."

"It was unbreakable," a childhood friend said of the bond between Nancy, left, and Ann Wilson, photographed in 1976 on a Hollywood rooftop. (Mark Sullivan/Getty Images) 


The Wilsons were inseparable.
"So close," recalled Kelly Curtis, a childhood friend who would work for Heart in the 1970s before becoming Pearl Jam's longtime manager. "They went through everything. Boyfriends together, and music together. And it was unbreakable."
Their closeness served as an armor in a world where women didn't do what they did. If you were a young woman with popular music aspirations in those days, your role models were either girl groups in evening gowns or the straight-haired folkies in the coffee houses.
Hard rock was a male-only zone, a real-life "Almost Famous" dominated by groupie-magnet guitar heroes and creepy radio jocks. A publicist from Heart's first record label inspired one of their biggest hits, the scathing 1977 diss track "Barracuda," when he suggested they capitalize on some fans' lascivious speculations about an incestuous relationship.
The Wilsons grew up in the Seattle suburbs, studying the Beatles like a sacred text. In 1966, they saw the Fab Four play the Seattle Coliseum but were frustrated by the screaming from all the other girls.
"We were like, 'Would you guys just shut up?'" said Nancy. "We were trying to take dictation. To see how it's done."
At school, Ann stuck out in her edgy, Swingin' London-inspired fashion choices.
"Boys. Social status. I didn't care about any of those things at that time in high school," she said.
After graduation, Ann followed her own path, singing in local rock bands. In 1971, she answered a newspaper ad placed by guitarist Roger Fisher and bassist Steve Fossen. They had led a series of groups with different names -- including Heart -- and they were looking for a lead singer. Through them, she met Roger's older brother Michael and fell in love. She and her bandmates followed Michael to Vancouver, B.C., and they lived together in the kind of commune where it wasn't unusual to see hippies playing naked badminton in the yard.
Producer Mike Flicker heard Heart on a scouting mission for Mushroom Records.
"The range and power of Ann's voice blew me away," he said.

Ann Wilson onstage at New Victoria Theatre in London in December 1976. (Erica Echenberg/Redferns/Getty Images) 



Nancy Wilson in the same London performance. (Erica Echenberg/Redferns/Getty Images)


Flicker wanted to sign just her, but Michael Fisher -- at this point Heart's manager -- refused to make the deal without Roger. Flicker walked away. About six months later, Nancy dropped out of college, where she had been studying creative writing and literature, and moved north to join her sister in Heart. Suddenly, Flicker was interested in a package deal. He wanted those blood harmonies. He wanted Ann and Nancy.
"Heart without Nancy was a good cover band with a dynamite singer," Flicker said. "With Nancy, it was like one plus one equaled 10." In the end, he signed the whole band.
In the era of Boygenius, St. Vincent and Sleater-Kinney, it may be hard to imagine Heart as revolutionary -- but that's exactly what the Wilson sisters were.
"It was something we'd never seen, this amazing duo of women rocking out," said Ben Mink, who would go on to produce K.D. Lang and Barenaked Ladies but first saw Heart in the mid-'70s playing a run at Lucifer's nightclub in Calgary.
Bluegrass superstar Alison Krauss, a teenager when she encountered Heart a decade later, was mesmerized.

Nancy joining Ann in Heart "was like one plus one equaled 10," said Mike Flicker, the producer who first signed them. Heart, at the Oakland Coliseum in 1977, included Roger Fisher, left and Steve Fossen. (Richard McCaffrey/ Michael Ochs Archive/Getty Images)


"They were the most mysterious people," said Krauss. "You didn't get to know anything, and the music spoke for itself. Maybe they're tired of hearing this, but they're such beautiful women. And that combination with what they were doing ... you almost didn't know where to place it."
For Pearl Jam guitarist Mike McCready, who was growing up in Seattle in the 1980s, Heart became his role model.
"They were an example of someone that had done good in the Northwest, and there weren't a lot of other examples," he said. "So those songs at that time, 'Barracuda' and 'Crazy on You,' were integral to me going, 'Oh, yeah, maybe I can do this.'"
Heart's first big hit, "Magic Man," in 1975, was penned by the sisters and inspired by Ann's complex relationship with Michael. And then Nancy hooked up with Roger Fisher.
Publicly, the Wilson sisters and Fisher brothers made light of the intertwining, calling themselves the Wilshers. Privately, the entanglements were difficult. Michael Fisher was not just managing Heart. He was managing the intimate details of Ann's life, telling her what to eat and what to wear.
"That's what I was there for," he said, without apology. "I was there to make that group successful. So, what she wore and what she ate were really important."
Said Ann, half a century later: "I will never reconcile with the idea that I allowed myself to be controlled like that."
The end for the Fisher brothers came in the late 1970s when both were caught with other women and were rapidly ejected from the band's orbit, though today they insist they've been unfairly villainized. The cycle of dysfunction carried on when Nancy rebounded with the band's drummer, Michael Derosier. By 1982, the original Heart was done.
"Fleetwood Mac, we lived that," said Brian Foraker, the band's longtime engineer. "There was magic with the original band. But you don't sleep with the lead singer."
Not surprisingly, memories of Heart 1.0 do not make the sisters feel warm and fuzzy.

Ann and Nancy Wilson with the 1982 incarnation of Heart in January of that year: Mark Andes, Howard Leese and Denny Carmassi. (Fryderyk Gabowicz/DPA/AP) 


As the new tour got underway last month, Ann's manager, Dave Frey, was talking up a "big offer" on the table to reunite the old bandmates. The Gorge Amphitheatre in Washington state wanted the classic 1975 lineup for a concert commemorating the 50th anniversary of Heart's debut album, "Dreamboat Annie." Frey knew, from past discussions, that Roger Fisher, Fossen, Derosier and guitarist Howard Leese would be interested.
"And Ann was like, 'If we're going in the way-back machine, let's do it,'" Frey said. "Six-way split. Everybody has to say yes or it doesn't happen. Let's shoot a documentary. Let's make it cool. And there's some edge to it."
He paused.
"But I don't think Nancy's going to join," he said. "So the next question is, we can't call it Heart because Nancy owns half the company. So it would have to be, you know, '50 years of "Dreamboat Annie" featuring Ann Wilson, Steve Fossen, Roger Fisher, Derosier, etc.'"
Asked about a Wilsher reunion, Ann sounded less than thrilled.
"The thing that the fans don't ever consider is the unpleasantness of how the relationships within the band function," she said during a Nashville recording session. "If the band split up, there was a reason for that."
Nancy, catching wind of the Gorge offer for the first time in a conversation with this reporter, was more blunt.
"I don't think you could pay me enough," she said. "It's ... what's the word? It's icky."

Heart's move into the 1980s called for a radical new glam look. It also brought them their biggest commercial hits. (Steve Rapport/Hulton Archive/Getty Images)


With the close of the Wilsher era, Heart stumbled into the 1980s. Its next couple of albums failed to gain much traction in a musical landscape transformed by MTV and a new British Invasion that favored synth-poppy melodies over chugging guitars.
Soon, Fossen and Derosier exited, as well, and Heart became ever more synonymous with the Wilson sisters. Yet men continued to complicate their once-intertwined lives, personally and professionally.
The Wilsons acceded to the industry's demand that they change up their look, going big-haired and glam in cheesy corset-wear for their 1985 self-titled album -- which, as it happened, turned out to be their biggest ever. The quintuple-platinum release spawned four top 10 singles: "What About Love," "These Dreams," "Never" and "Nothin' at All."
Nancy wed Cameron Crowe, the rock journalist turned film director, and would go on to work with him on the music for such movies as "Say Anything," "Jerry Maguire" and his slightly fictionalized autobiopic, "Almost Famous." But they would also struggle for years to have children, until the birth of their twin sons in 2000. They divorced in 2010.
But in the early 1980s, she encountered yet another music-industry guy who would go on to play an enduring and disruptive role in her relationship with her sister and the music career they had built together.
That was Dean Wetter, a former manager of Derosier's band. Impressed by his erudition and conversational skills, Nancy set him up with Ann. They went out on exactly one date that ended chastely, and awkwardly, after too much sake at dinner.
Ann remained single and struggled with alcohol abuse until she was told to quit or risk dying. In 2009, she got her drinking under control. And then, in 2012, Wetter materialized at a book signing for the Wilson sisters' memoir. This time, he and Ann made a connection.
She was charmed by his ability to cite philosophy and drawn in by his blunt and confrontational manner. They married in 2015.

Ann Wilson and her husband, Dean Wetter, in New York in March 2018. (Sylvain Gaboury/Patrick McMullan/Getty Images) 


"This is a person who is free," Ann said of Wetter. "It doesn't matter how many people say, 'Hey, buddy, come on, you better rein it in.' He believes the ultimate act of friendship and love is to tell the unvarnished, transparent truth, always.
"And that's nice," she added. "But, you know, it isn't always the most comfortable."
A few months after they were married, the family gathered for Thanksgiving. Nancy and her second husband, Geoff Bywater, then the head of music for Fox Television, were there, along with Nancy's teenagers. One of the boys made a joke about karate-kicking a girl at school who annoyed him. Wetter didn't like it.
"He reached across the table and he grabbed a hold of him and went, 'You do that, and you'll be acting like a little bitch,'" Ann recalled. "And those are words that never get said at the Wilson table."
Many in the Wilsons' circle were alarmed. "That's where I wrote him off forever," said Sue Ennis, a childhood friend and one of their most valued songwriting partners.
The tour bus incident came nine months later. According to a police report, Wetter had warned the boys not to let the dogs out and became enraged when one unintentionally left the door open. He punched one and put his hands around the throat of the other, according to the report. The boys fled and called 911. Wetter eventually pleaded guilty to two counts of fourth-degree assault.
The incident remains an unresolved flash point for the Wilson sisters. They disagree on how it was handled and what went down. In that same year, Ann and Wetter left the sisters' West Coast hometown and resettled in Florida.
Ann's management team issued a statement to The Washington Post suggesting that Wetter's behavior could be linked to a loss of blood flow to his brain after a carotid artery suffered a blockage and that with surgery and therapy, his "medically diagnosed anxiety and rage episodes are more controllable."
But in a recent Zoom interview, Wetter sounded unrepentant. He discussed his abusive childhood home and barrage of recent health issues. Yet he continued to gripe about Nancy's family and seemed unconcerned about how the tour bus incident affected the Wilson clan.
"I don't want to be a part of manipulating some fairy tale relationship or being a part of it," he said. "If they want to talk to each other, they totally can."

Ann Wilson performing with Heart in Tulsa this month. (Criss Cain) 



Nancy Wilson performing with Heart in Hollywood last month. (Criss Cain) 


In early March, Nancy was sitting in the dining room of her home north of San Francisco, talking about the last few "super-scarring" years. She missed her sister and was convinced that Wetter had moved them to Florida to isolate her. For a time, they barely spoke. But they had begun to text again.
She had rebuffed Frey's efforts to revive Heart in 2021. What even was Heart at that point? The band that Nancy loved touring with in 2019, or the new group of Nashville players that Ann had bonded with? Unable to agree, they turned to their own projects and separate tours. Was there any chance that this new Heart tour could work?
"I think it boils down to who Ann wants her village to be," said Nancy. "Where's her comfort zone?
She recognized by now that her comfort zone was different. That the kind of swaggering personalities with whom Ann found ease -- her husband, her manager Frey -- triggered bad memories for Nancy, a throwback to the power dynamics and control battles of their Wilsher days.

Ann Wilson onstage in Los Angeles in January. (Scott Dudelson/Getty Images)


Three thousand miles away, Ann nursed her own wounds. She felt abandoned. Why didn't anyone come to visit her in Florida? She missed the company of her sister and their old collaborator Ennis. She understood that it would not be easy for them to come stay in Wetter's home.
But "we could get a hotel for the afternoon of songwriting or whatever," she said. "I would like to hang out and laugh with them, for sure."
Ultimately, though, Nancy relented.
"I love being in the band Heart," she explained. "It's the thing me and Ann built together. And it's a beautiful machine. A big metal horse, that gets a lot of attention. Ann Wilson or Nancy Wilson separate -- not nearly as many people are interested or come out to see that, because it's not Heart. So, I mean, the chance to do Heart again, despite, you know, whatever the static on the outskirts, the periphery of it all, I don't care about. I just want to do the Heart thing."
Last summer, Nancy flew to Nashville to spend time with her sister and met Tripsitter, the band Ann wanted to hire. Everything clicked. Guitarist Ryan Wariner was awed by Nancy's acoustic playing on 1978's "Mistral Wind," which Tripsitter had played countless times with Ann.

Nancy Wilson, right, with Heart guitarist Ryan Waters in Tulsa this month.  (Criss Cain) 


"But all of a sudden, there was that intangible thing," he said. "That Nancy thing."
"I think it's her right hand," said multi-instrumentalist bandmate Paul Moak. "She's got this gypsy, flamenco strumming pattern that, it doesn't matter what song we're playing, it's her own style."
And so this new incarnation of Heart scheduled four concerts for the end of 2023 as a dry run for a larger tour.
"We weren't sure what the future was going to hold," said bassist Tony Lucido. "So we went into those shows with the attitude of, let's just do the best we can. If this is the last time they play together, let's make the show count."
Even Frey, who had clashed with Nancy and her management team over the years, found himself delighted. "Nancy singing with Ann is like Keith singing with Mick," he said. "It's the secret sauce. I didn't realize that until I heard it."

"Our family was a really big togetherness family," said Nancy, left, onstage here with Ann in Greenville, S.C. last month. "But maybe now we have to compartmentalize our actual today family." (Criss Cain) 


Some peaceful sort of routine seemed to have taken hold by the time the tour arrived in Tampa.
Nancy's husband lingered in her dressing room until it was time to catch Cheap Trick's opening set. Frey wasn't there -- Ann had suggested he work from home to reduce backstage tensions -- but Nancy's manager wasn't there either. Wetter hung back on Ann's tour bus but came out to watch the show from the soundboard.
"Our family was a really big togetherness family," Nancy had mused back in California. "But maybe now we have to compartmentalize our actual today family, in a different way, and concentrate on the eye of the hurricane, where it's peaceful and creative. Let the politics fly around and the cows fly through the air."
The sisters emerged from their respective dressing rooms a few minutes before showtime to sit together in a small tent backstage. Then the lights went down.
Heart in 2024 is exactly what it should be. Ann and Nancy Wilson stand side by side as they open with "Bebe le Strange," the joyous 1980 groove that marked their departure from the Fishers. They do all the hits, from "Barracuda" to their first No. 1, "These Dreams." They dive into album tracks, from their wistful and melodic "Dreamboat Annie," to Ann's melancholic 2023 solo song, "This is Now."
And when it is over, the two sisters sit together until nearly midnight, laughing about how much better this has gone than they expected and how silly those sanctuary zones were. Even though they don't say it, they have rediscovered the real sanctuary.

The latest incarnation of Heart in Seattle on New Year's Eve. (Criss Cain) 


Alice Crites contributed to this report.
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The 35 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month with street festivals, or tour Loudoun farms and Dupont Circle museums.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-05-16
Here comes another weekend where it is honestly too hard to pick two, or even four, things you want to do. There are multiple street festivals and markets celebrating Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. Chihuahuas are finally set to race at the Wharf after Cinco de Mayo's washout. Dozens of farmers in Loudoun County are opening their doors to the public for farm tours, while the Lucketts Spring Vintage Market and the Lincoln Strawberry Festival also make for tempting day trips. Closer to D.C., there are street parties on Georgia Avenue and at the Village at Shirlington, and a pedestrian-friendly tour of museums in Dupont Circle and Kalorama. From soccer viewing parties to a concert in the grass at the National Arboretum to a three-day Greek festival, the choices are almost overwhelming. We hope this helps.
Editor's note: The threat of rain this weekend has led to the postponement of the Ballston Quarterfest Crawl (now scheduled for June 29) and may affect other events. Check social media for updates before finalizing plans.
My Body My Festival
A benefit for the DC Abortion Fund, My Body My Festival lands at a handful of venues for what it bills as "part music festival, part D.C. love fest." Rockers Pretty Bitter bring their impeccable pop hooks to a bill at Pie Shop, D.C. iconoclast Sneaks headlines a diverse bill at Songbyrd, and a daytime party at Metrobar promises the smoother sounds of jazz and neo-soul. Through Saturday. $35-$500.
MoCo Eats Restaurant Week
Montgomery County's fourth annual culinary showcase continues through Sunday, with specials like buy-one, get-one-free pints at 7 Locks Brewing in Rockville, a discounted bottomless brunch at Bethesda's Ala (one of our top bottomless brunches), or lunch and a beer for $15 at the Silver Branch brewery in Silver Spring. Through Sunday. Locations and prices vary. A map of all locations offering deals is available on the MoCo Eats website.
King of the Wing at Fair Winds Brewing
Lorton's Fair Winds Brewing is celebrating American Craft Beer Week with beer releases, DJs and comedy, but the undoubted highlight is the King of the Wing Competition, which finds five chefs and food truck operators showing off their original flavors, with the public voting for the winner. Tickets include two wings and a side from each chef, plus "beer samples galore," with full-size beer pairings available. 6 p.m. $45.
Bike to Work Day
The DMV's annual Bike to Work Day turns a bicycle commute into a party, thanks to more than 100 pit stops in D.C., Maryland and Virginia. You'll want to register in advance for a pit stop on the way to or from work to snap up prizes like a T-shirt or even a new pair of wheels as part of a bicycle raffle sponsored by local bike shops. Pit stops around town will be stocked with food, beverages and freebies. You can even join a Bike to Work Day convoy led by a seasoned bike commuter who is used to battling D.C. traffic: Organized journeys so far include Georgetown to Tysons, Alexandria to Foggy Bottom or Greenbelt to NoMa. Hours and locations vary. Free; register online.
Greek Festival at St. Sophia's Cathedral
For fans of roast lamb and homemade spanakopita and loukoumades, it doesn't get much better than this annual festival at St. Sophia's Cathedral near Woodley Park, which features three days of food, music and dancing. Greek bands perform at 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday, while folk dancers, DJs and children's groups are featured throughout the weekend. There are long lines for gyros and souvlaki cooked over coals (smell them and you'll understand why), while the "Taverna" serves Greek beer and wine. A bazaar features Byzantine icons, jewelry, CDs and Greek soccer scarves, while a moon bounce and games keep the kids busy. If you've never visited St. Sophia's before, tours are offered on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Friday from 4 to 10 p.m., Saturday from noon to 10 p.m., Sunday from noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Lucketts Spring Vintage Market at Clarke County Fairgrounds
If you love checking out estate sales and combing through thrift stores for treasures, you need to make a pilgrimage to the Virginia countryside for the Lucketts Spring Vintage Market. Leesburg-based "vintage hip" purveyor Lucketts Store organizes this twice-yearly shopping weekend in Berryville, bringing in more than 200 vendors from around the country. You'll be able to buy vintage furniture and decor in styles ranging from American farmhouse to European country to mid-century mod, as well as vintage clothing, textiles and garden accessories. After loading your car with finds, stick around for live music, food trucks, a kids' play area, and a beer and wine garden run by Leesburg's Vanish Brewery. General admission is $15, while a $45 ticket allows early admission to scope out everything first, as well as access to all three days of the show. Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for early bird hours, then general admission from 12:30 to 5 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $15-$45; free for children age 12 and younger.
Music in the Meadow at the National Arboretum
Bring a picnic to enjoy while watching the concert in the Arboretum's Ellipse Meadow, featuring local neo-cumbian band Cumbia Heights. This event, supported by the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities, is pay-what-you-can. Note that ticketing is only for concert access; the grounds won't be open during the show. 7 to 8:30 p.m. $25 recommended ticket price.
The Goons at the Black Cat
D.C. hardcore, or "harDCore," never dies, especially as a wave of originators have gotten into the reunion and anniversary spirit. After celebrating a record release last year, the Goons are back at the Black Cat with, as a flier promises, "intoxicating battery acid for the soul." The group will be joined by HR Band, the group fronted by the legendary Paul "H.R." Hudson; Supreme Commander; and RDX. 8 p.m. $20.
Fiesta Asia
The annual Fiesta Asia shuts down Pennsylvania Avenue between Third and Sixth streets NW to showcase more than 20 Asian cultures in honor of Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. Look for live music and dance performances representing multiple countries, a karaoke stage, a cosplay contest, martial arts demonstrations, hands-on games and crafts for kids, a large vendor area, and a "food alley" featuring local and New York City restaurants that is apparently 50 percent larger than last year's. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
Loudoun Farm Tour
The Loudoun Farm Tour is a way to immerse city slickers -- kids and adults alike -- in the rural communities on the other side of Dulles Airport. The 38 farms open their doors for more than just talks about farm management or letting kids come face to face with barnyard friends such as pigs, donkeys and llamas. Over two days, taste raw honey straight from an apiary or try a scoop of all-natural ice cream on a dairy farm. Learn how craft beer goes from the field to the bottle or tour farms dedicated to mushrooms, garlic or tea leaves. This year, the tour includes shuttle buses running on loops between farms, leaving from four locations, including the Ashburn Metro station. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free; farms may charge for tours and activities.
Museum Walk Weekend in Dupont Circle
Of the seven museums featured on the Dupont Kalorama Museums Consortium's annual open house, the Phillips Collection is by far the best known -- and that's your cue to put on some comfortable shoes and go exploring. Admission is free at the National Museum of American Jewish Military History, Dumbarton House, Anderson House, Dupont Underground, the Woodrow Wilson House and the Mansion on O Street, as well as the Phillips, with special tours, talks and activities throughout the weekend. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Some museums may stay open longer.) Free; tickets needed to see special exhibitions at the Phillips.
Africa on the Avenue at Bruce Monroe Park
Washington's African heritage and community are celebrated during Africa on the Avenue, held in Park View's Bruce Monroe Park. There's music from a variety of DJs and artists, including the Ethiopian fusion of the Feedel Band, the Grammy-nominated songs of Malian griot Cheick Hamala Diabate, and the Farafina Kan drummers and dancers. For families, there's a foam party, double Dutch, hula hoops and interactive art projects. Vendors will be selling African coffee, head wraps, braiding, clothing, books and pepper sauces. 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Free.
Bourbon and Bluegrass at President Lincoln's Cottage
President Lincoln's lawn turns into a music festival during Bourbon and Bluegrass, the biggest annual fundraiser for preservation efforts at President Lincoln's Cottage. Bring a picnic blanket for this two-day concert, which combines cocktails and tunes from fiddlers and folksy artists, as well as exterior tours of the cottage in Petworth where Lincoln spent summers during his presidency. Saturday's lineup brings Baltimore's Letitia VanSant to D.C., along with Hubby Jenkins and Adeem the Artist, while Sunday's sets feature Jake Blount, David Wax Museum and Senora May. Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. Single-day admission: $50-$70 adults, $35 ages 7 to 20. Two-day admission: $75-$115 adults, $50 ages 7 to 20. Free for ages 6 and younger.
Bladensburg Waterfront Art Festival
Painting and pontoon boats meet at Bladensburg Waterfront Park's outdoor arts party, which features a market of local artists, hands-on community art projects, demonstrations and activities for kids. Adults can sip beer or wine, and all ages can enjoy live music and free boat tours on the Anacostia River. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Lincoln Strawberry Festival
Supermarket strawberries have nothing on a freshly picked red berry, which you'll find in abundance at the inaugural Lincoln Strawberry Festival in Loudoun County. This two-day fundraiser from Wegmeyer Farms begins Saturday morning with a strawberry pancake smorgasbord (buy a separate breakfast ticket in advance) and continues with musical performances, a strawberry baby fashion show, tractor rides, and eating competitions for strawberry pie and strawberry ice cream. Sunday's schedule is similar, swapping in 4-H animal presentations in the morning instead of pancakes. Each day, you'll be able to pick your own strawberries for purchase while supplies last. Proceeds benefit a variety of local causes. Saturday and Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. $15; free for kids age 2 and under.
Korean Bell Garden Celebration at Meadowlark Botanical Gardens
Did you know that Vienna's Meadowlark Botanical Gardens is home to the only Korean Bell Garden in the Western Hemisphere? This unique cultural destination, with a pavilion holding a three-ton bell at its center, is often a place of quiet contemplation, but the vibes are much livelier during the annual Korean Bell Garden Celebration, organized by the Korean American Cultural Committee, thanks to traditional Korean music and dance performances, taekwondo demonstrations, and free Korean food and drinks. The highlight of the ceremony is the ringing of the bell. Picnics are not allowed, but picnic blankets and low chairs are. In the spirit of the celebration, the usual admission fees are waived between 10 a.m. and noon. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free.
Ballston Quarterfest Crawl
Update: This event has been postponed until June 29. The days of teenagers cruising the stores at Ballston Common Mall are long gone, but it's still possible to cruise through the neighborhood, checking out music and happy hours -- especially during the annual Quarterfest Crawl. More than 30 restaurants are offering deals on Saturday, ranging from free food samples to discounted cocktails. Five is the magic number: $5 will get you frozen fruit punch margaritas at El Rey, Vietnamese ube coffee at Hot Lola's, any draft beer at Ballston Local, an order of wings at First Down or a trio of empanadas at Turu's. Meanwhile, DJs, singer-songwriters and dueling pianos provide the soundtrack at Ballston Quarter or local bars. The Washington Capitals -- who practice at Ballston Quarter -- are hosting a kids' zone with hockey activities and an appearance by mascot Slapshot. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Shirlington Spring Fling
The third annual block party features a curated market with 60 local makers in the streets of Shirlington, plus live music, family activities, lawn games and discounts at restaurants and bars -- for example, decorate mini-doughnuts at Astro Beer Hall before a game of cornhole on the patio. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Republic Restoratives Eighth Anniversary Party
When Republic Restoratives opened its doors in May 2016, it was part of D.C.'s growing "Distillery District," alongside Ivy City neighbors Green Hat Gin, One Eight Distilling and Jos. A. Magnus. Republic Restoratives has managed to outlast them all. Join the city's first woman-owned distillery for an afternoon of free guided bourbon and whiskey tastings and a special anniversary cocktail, plus barbecue from Cinder. 2 to 7 p.m. $20; includes tastings and cocktail.
Good Vibes Only Block Party at Sandlot Georgetown
Good Vibes Only started throwing block parties and events in the organizers' native Houston, featuring headliners like Curren$y and Ari Lennox. This summer, the festivals are going on the road, including a stop in D.C. before heading to New Orleans. Head to the Sandlot, the outdoor bar on the edge of Georgetown, for a day party with DJs and food trucks. 3 to 8 p.m. $7.50-$155.
Tropical Plant Sale at the U.S. Botanic Garden
Ever wish you could take plants from the U.S. Botanic Garden home with you? Join the club. (Well, maybe not the corpse flower.) At this annual sale, organized by the Friends of the U.S. Botanic Garden and Rewild, you can purchase succulents, tropical plants, orchids and other plants similar to those on display, and talk to garden experts about the best ways to keep your new babies thriving. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Free; no registration required.
Shop! The Square at the Square
New downtown food hall the Square is home to outposts from a plethora of buzzy chefs, including Taqueria Xochi's tacos, pizza slices by the team from Pluma bakery, and churros and soft-serve at Junge's. But once a month, the Square is going beyond food with a retail pop-up called Shop! The Square, where artists, crafters and curators of secondhand clothing set up mini-boutiques. The Atrium Bar is open during the event for both boozy and spirit-free drinks, and at 4 p.m., you'll be able to order pina coladas and more tropical drinks from tiki pop-up Lost Island Vibes. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free; reserve a spot online.
Fruhlingsfest at Aslin Beer Company
Aslin's ticketed spring festival is back for a third year, offering a selection of its own craft beers and 16 creations from breweries around the country. Tickets include four eight-ounce drink tickets and a custom tasting glass. Noon to 5 p.m. $25.
Tacos and Tequila at Nationals Park
Try more than 30 tequilas and mescals, plus taco samples from Mission, El Techo, Surfside and more at Nationals Park's Tacos and Tequila festival. Dewey Beach, Del., band Love Seed Mama Jump provides the tunes. A general admission ticket will get you 12 tastings; a VIP add-on for $35 includes cocktail-making classes. 4 to 7 p.m. $75.
The Running of the Chihuahuas at the Wharf
The Wharf's quirky combination of the Kentucky Derby and Cinco de Mayo is back for the 12th year, after rain on May 4 postponed the original event. The annual Running of the Chihuahuas involves more than 100 of these tiny dogs sprinting in groups of eight on a 60-foot "racetrack." One Chihuahua eventually emerges as the fastest of the pack, winning $100 cash and swag during this bracket-style tournament. Only Chihuahuas can race, but dogs of all types can enter an all-breed dog costume contest, while human spectators enjoy the Pacifico Beer Garden, a DJ, a pet photo booth and an adoptable-dog parade. This event is very popular: Arrive early for the best views of the track, or watch on a giant video projection screen. 2 to 5 p.m. Free admission. All spots for racing Chihuahuas are filled.
Duke Ellington's Sacred Concert at Washington National Cathedral
D.C. native Sir Duke's 125th birthday has been celebrated around the city, but the Cathedral Choral Society, Heritage Signature Chorale and Pershing's Own U.S. Army Blues offer a different party. Choruses combine with a big band sound for a set list of the works Ellington considered his most important. Come early for a moderated discussion with music historian and commentator John Hasse at 2:45 p.m. Advance tickets are required, but a limited number will be available at the door starting at 3 p.m. before the show. You can also register for the live stream. 4 p.m. Free.
Sari-Sari Pop-Up Market at Metrobar
Asian art collective Samasama takes over the Metrobar beer garden on Sunday afternoon for the Sari-Sari Pop-Up Market, which finds 10 local artists and makers setting up alongside a selection of food trucks and vendors, including Indonesian cuisine from Kopi House and sweets from Toimoi Bakery. DJ Mamchella and Les the DJ provide sounds from a variety of countries. For an additional fee, DC Beer hosts Cheers & Beers, with a tasting of beers representing AAPI brewers from the D.C. area, as well as special spring releases. Noon to 5 p.m. Free; $25 for Cheers and Beers.
Asian Festival on Main in Old Town Fairfax
The Asian Festival on Main begins with a lion dance in the heart of historic Old Town Fairfax and continues in Old Town Square and surrounding streets with 40 musicians and dancers across two stages, more than 80 food vendors, a market with 70 vendors, and activities and photo ops for all ages. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
D.C. Record Fair at the Eaton
The D.C. Record Fair has graced some notable venues over the last 15 years, from landmarks like the Black Cat to the now-vanished Warehouse Next Door and U Street Music Hall. The fair seems to have found a home at the Eaton, though, where it's back to celebrate its 15th anniversary. Unsurprisingly, the formula remains the same: dozens of dealers from up and down the East Coast selling everything from rare (expensive) collector's items to bins full of cheap wax for the curious to flip through, while local DJs, musicians and record shop owners provide an inspirational soundtrack. You never know what you're going to find -- just make sure you get there early enough that someone else doesn't snag your dream disc first. There's even a bar to toast your successes afterward. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Backstage with the Slickee Boys at the Palisades Hub
The Slickee Boys are D.C. music royalty: They've played 9:30 Club more than any other band (mostly when it was actually on F Street NW). They opened for the Ramones, and, in turn, had a young band called U2 open for them at the Bayou. They had an MTV hit with "When I Go to the Beach," a rockabilly-surf rave-up that's probably their second most famous tune, after the punk snarl of "This Party Sucks." Almost half a century after they formed, the Slickees -- credited with releasing one of the first new wave records -- are getting back together at the Palisades Hub to talk about the history of the group with journalist Mark Segraves, and perhaps teach the younger folks how to rock. 4 p.m. $15-$20.
Premier League Championship Sunday Watch Party at Franklin Hall
The English Premier League soccer season comes to its climax on Sunday, with all 20 teams kicking off at the same time (11 a.m. Eastern), and the title could wind up with either Manchester City or Arsenal, depending on results. While most of the league's teams have a fan club in the D.C. area, Franklin Hall is officially neutral on this day, showing every match on different TVs, so viewers can skip around and follow the action. Sunday doubles as a benefit for DC Scores, the local charity that helps children by mixing soccer and poetry. Tickets include two beers from D.C.'s Atlas Brew Works. 11 a.m. $15.
Pencil sketching with baby goats at Faith Lutheran Church
Nigerian dwarf goats from Salem, Va.'s Walnut Creek Farm will be loose during this guided art session. Del Ray Artisans' Dina's Doodles provides the how-to on sketching the baby goats, which surely won't be a challenge as they zoom around the room and cuddle with participants. 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. $40.
Country Night at Whitlow's
There are not many chances to two-step on U Street -- until this Monday, when Country Night pops up at Whitlow's, from the group behind weekly western-themed events at Clarendon Ballroom. Arrive early for an hour-long country dance lesson, beginning at 8 p.m., followed by country swing, line dancing and boot scootin' until 11. 8 to 11 p.m. $12-$15.
NPR Music's Tiny Desk Contest on the Road at Howard Theatre
The dream for D.C. music lovers is to score an invite to a Tiny Desk Concert at NPR headquarters: The long-running concert series invites stars and up-and-comers alike to perform in an intimate corner of the NoMa office building. Now, NPR is taking its "Star Search"-esque Tiny Desk Contest series out of the cubicle and on the road with concerts crisscrossing the country this summer -- beginning, naturally, with a show in D.C. You'll hear a set by the winner of the 2024 contest, along with to-be-announced Tiny Desk Contest artists hailing from Washington. Over the years, the contest has launched the careers of Fantastic Negrito and Tank and the Bangas, so this could be a chance to see a future Grammy nominee. 8 p.m. $22.
AAPI Cocktail Week
Bartenders of Asian American and Pacific Islander heritage shine during AAPI Cocktail Week, with events across D.C. bars from Sunday to May 26. On Tuesday, Moon Rabbit beverage director Thi Nguyen and Binge Bar owner Vergie "Gigi" Arandid demonstrate how to incorporate Asian flavors into drinks during a cocktail class at Rice Market (6:30 p.m., $70). Other highlights include game night at Lost Generation's taproom (Wednesday from 5 to 9 p.m.) and karaoke at the Game (May 24 at 5 p.m.). See the whole schedule at aapicocktailweek.com.
Sexpill at Quarry House Tavern
Houston noise punks Sexpill are the sonic equivalent of the mushroom cloud that graces the cover of their latest album, "In Dust We Trust." Emphasis on the "mushroom": These titans of tinnitus make music for bad trips in the desert. 8:30 p.m. $15.
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Confused by 'Challengers'? 'Evil Does Not Exist'? It's intentional.
Maddening movie endings may test viewers' patience, but they're a critical part of cinema.
By Ty Burr | 2024-05-16

A scene from "Evil Does Not Exist," which joins the list of films with murky endings that frustrate some viewers. (Sideshow/Janus Films)


In American movies, all's well that ends well -- and woe betide the movie that doesn't. This holds true for the suits in the business office as well as the folks in the theater seats. If the former want to make their money back, the latter just want closure. Boy, do we want closure. A film that deprives us of it -- like the embrace that doesn't end the tennis match in "Challengers" -- sends moviegoers into the night unsettled, arguing ... God forbid, thinking.
The latest movie to throw a knuckleball in the final inning is "Evil Does Not Exist," the new film from the acclaimed, Oscar-winning "Drive My Car" director Ryusuke Hamaguchi. (Warning: Mega-spoilers follow.) Set in a rural village that a corporate glamping company has its eye on developing, "Evil" centers on Takumi (Hitoshi Omika), a widower who lives in the woods with his young daughter (Ryo Nishikawa). Takumi seems calmly and contentedly at one with nature, knowing where to forage for medicinal herbs and which streams to drink from, and his self-possession is a magnet for Takahashi (Ryuji Kosaka) and Mayuzumi (Ayaka Shibutani), the two representatives the corporation has sent to woo the villagers.
Citified and stressed-out, the reps come to consider chucking it all for what they see as country comfort -- yet the finale takes a sudden and mysterious turn for the violent. Discovering that his daughter has been killed by the mother of a gut-shot deer, Takumi sets upon Takahashi and strangles him to death before disappearing into the wintry woods carrying his child's body. Fade out and lights up on shellshocked audiences.
What's it all mean? "Evil Does Not Exist" prompted much debate and some anger when it premiered at film festivals in Venice and Toronto last fall, and it confirms Hamaguchi as a director intent on going his own way. The film's reception also underscores how much audiences, especially in America, are used to movies that end nicely and neatly, with no dangling threads. That's what Hollywood has been selling us for more than a century.
There was a brief time, though, when films went out of their way to mess with our heads. In the late 1960s and 1970s -- after the fall of the classic-era studios and before the rise of franchise filmmaking -- directors reveled in ambiguity. From the Starchild floating back to Earth at the end of Stanley Kubrick's "2001: A Space Odyssey" to the tennis-playing mimes that closed out Michelangelo Antonioni's "Blow-Up" to the head-scratching, Bergman-inspired personality shifts of Robert Altman's "3 Women," mainstream movies took chances and dared audiences to keep up. And often, we did.

Gary Lockwood in "2001: A Space Odyssey." (Everett Collection)


That ended with the rise of the blockbuster in the mid-1970s, when the studios learned (or relearned) that we like it when the Death Star and the shark get blown to pieces and everyone goes home satisfied. But the oddball ending has never entirely gone away -- witness the surreal finale of David Lynch's "Mulholland Drive" (2001), with its screaming tiny elders, or the bloody bowling alley denouement of Paul Thomas Anderson's "There Will be Blood" (2007), or the priest and the widow levitating to heaven at the climax of Paul Schrader's "First Reformed" (2017).
Some filmmakers see it as their mission to give audiences a challenge, regardless of whether they're willing to accept it, and it's true that a good cinematic mind-melter of an ending can stick with one a lot longer than a Hollywood wrap-up that tortures itself to land in a happy place.
It's worth separating such films from movies that simply end with a cliffhanger, where we're meant to ponder and discuss which of two or more ways things could have gone. Classic examples include Michael Caine and a pile of gold bars balanced on the edge of a precipice in "The Italian Job" (1969) -- a literal cliffhanger! -- and Paul Newman staring at a ringing phone in "The Verdict" (1982), deciding whether to forgive Charlotte Rampling for betraying him. The classic modern example? The top that never stops spinning -- or does it? -- that ushers us brain-wracked and sated out of Christopher Nolan's "Inception" (2010).
Some cliffhangers, though, leave audiences feeling cheated. The internet is teeming with "'Challengers' ending explained" posts, and, as praised and awarded as last year's "Anatomy of a Fall" was, some people are still cheesed that we never find out for sure whether Sandra Huller's character did it. Conditioned as we are to narrative resolution in books, films, TV shows, even commercials, intentional irresolution can push us out of our comfort zone into outright hostility.

Mike Faist and Zendaya in "Challengers." (Niko Tavernise/AP)


What Hamaguchi is after in "Evil Does Not Exist" is something different. It's a provocation, sure, but, more than that, it's poetry in a medium we've been trained to think of as prose. It's a way to wrap up the movie's themes of overdevelopment, runaway capitalism, commodified "nature" and looming eco-disaster in an image that monkey-wrenches conventional plot logic and linear thinking. It's a jolt. It's meant to be.
"I don't think audiences are stupid," says the director himself, speaking through an interpreter during a recent Zoom call. "I do believe that there is ambiguity that does not work, [but] I think there can be clear ambiguity in films. I believe the audience might be shocked by that ambiguity but then will take that feeling home and be able to live with it. It's really about taking the care to fold in the ambiguity properly."
Hamaguchi grew up watching American film noirs of the 1940s and '50s and international art house classics of later decades, and he speaks of "a sense of something that doesn't quite end" as a quality he wants to impart to audiences. "That's how I've personally lived, how I've had my own experiences of watching films -- I get shocked by the ambiguity of what I just saw. But then it makes me wonder if perhaps this might be just the world that we live in."
The ending of "Evil Does Not Exist" came to him intuitively, Hamaguchi says, and the fact that the actors didn't question it and performed it "so wonderfully" was for him confirmation of the rightness of the choice. If you're still wondering what the hell it means, that's part of the experience. This critic sees the film's final spasm of violence as a metaphor, the natural world turning on the interlopers -- i.e., us -- with illogical, incomprehensible finality.
"I welcome all interpretations," the director says. "In fact, I've received an interpretation where somebody said, 'Oh, so Takumi was a deer after all.' And it wasn't something that I really had in mind, but once I heard that, it was quite convincing for me. That is a very logical way to watch the film, in a way.
"Ultimately, I think the pleasure of filmmaking is to receive these reactions," Hamaguchi says.
In the end, in other words, the ending's up to you.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at www.tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Why Black Twitter was special
In his Hulu documentary "Black Twitter: A People's History," director Prentice Penny revisits a lost land of GIFs, gags and "Crying Jordan" memes.
By Helena Andrews-Dyer | 2024-05-16

Prentice Penny, right, behind the scenes of "Black Twitter: A People's History." (Clarence Williams/Disney)


Right now, it's Prentice Penny's job to whisk you away to a mystical place, a realm where you once could say what you wanted, and what you wanted was personal, hilarious, important and maybe involved a "Crying Jordan" meme. That is, Black Twitter.
That virtual Shangri-La is the subject of the veteran showrunner's new Hulu documentary, "Black Twitter: A People's History." It captures the far-spanning subculture during its Obama-era glory days, when Black users traded hashtags, memes, GIFs and slanguage with energy, glee and urgency. Now -- as the internet has changed, after Twitter became X under new ownership, as new social networks have arisen -- Black Twitter is something of a mirage. You can't really go there anymore.
"I don't really know if there is going to be another place like that," Penny said in a recent interview. Not that it was ever an actual place. Still, the sense that something special had faded spurred the Los Angeles native to document this golden age of the platform for Black users, who in turn shaped how Twitter was used by everyone.
The documentary, based on Jason Parham's exhaustive Wired article of the same name, is a eulogy and a celebration of a hub of culture that incubated not just hilarious memes, but whole civil rights movements, too. On Black Twitter, Penny says, "We got to fully be us." Penny recently discussed his own early days on Twitter, the memes that have stuck with him and how the next generation has benefited from Black Twitter -- even as they live on an entirely different internet.
You joined Twitter officially in 2011. But you'd been lurking for a while when it still felt like a new frontier. Why?
I'm not a techy person at all. It takes me a second to understand what something is. But around '09 Kobe was trying to get his second championships without Shaq, and a buddy was like, you gotta check it out, you can get scoops from the Lakers. Facebook was reconnecting with high school friends and talking to cousins. There was a knowing element. But Twitter was the opposite -- you could connect to strangers. I could talk to a bunch of Laker fans, and I didn't have to know them. I wasn't a member at first. I was just on there.
What was your first tweet? Who did you follow?
I wish I could remember. It probably would've been so basic. I didn't really understand what I was there to say. But I was definitely following the Lakers and Questlove in the beginning.
Why Questlove?
It was wild to me that celebrities were on it like that. Twitter felt like a wild wild west. You could just connect with people. I loved the Roots, and as a DJ he was dope. He was just smart and clever and interesting. He was kinda like a nerd, and I'm a nerd.
Who had the best celebrity Twitter account to follow?
That's tough. Now things are different; people are much more aware of what they do or don't say ... As we were diving in, I feel like Rihanna has the most through-line from who she was then and who she is now. You could still get it from Rihanna. Rihanna can still give you that business if you want to test it. Her energy has stayed the same. Obviously she's a different person, but there's a savageness to her.
So would you say today's X is less authentic than the Twitter of yesteryear?
We're in a time when you have to be more alert about what you say -- for better or worse. Celebrities are scared. Social media is always a tough space for nuance. Body language and tone of voice gives you context. Things can get misinterpreted, so people play things a little bit more in the middle. It's safer to be back in your little hubs than it is to be out there. So many things are different now, in terms of what the platform is and who is running the platform now. I don't feel it's the same space, obviously.
Back then Twitter fights, while potentially vicious, were also just fun and distracting. Do you remember your first?
My wife loves "Scandal," and I just wasn't into it at first. But then I would go on Twitter and people were so hilarious about it. It made me want to watch. My wife and I would have these real arguments about the show. I'd tweet that I didn't know why Olivia was attracted to Fitz -- he's always crying. Why is she even messing with the dude? Look, his lips are about to quiver right now. And someone was like, "He's the president!" It was harmless, just a fun back and forth.
Name the memes, GIFs or hashtags that best explain what Black Twitter is.
From a hashtag standpoint, I think Black Lives Matter was the most impactful. It speaks to something so directly. And when I think about what that phrase is saying and how it's heard differently? Watching it get co-opted and manipulated? I have never in my lifetime seen an expression trigger so many different things in so many different people. It can be so uniting and dividing all at once.
As a meme, Crying Jordan is so good because it's just a contrary way to how we see him. Those are the memes that work well. When you're either seeing someone be the fullest version of themselves or the full opposite. Jordan is associated with winning and being unemotional, so him emotional is so fun to use. Same with Uncle Denzel. You always see Denzel being super sexy. Uncle Denzel is such a contrary way to see our hero.
When did you realize the Black Twitter party was over?
There were little moments throughout the Trump presidency when it started to feel different. That's also part and parcel of where the world was. Twitter's a reflection. Under Obama, the presidency was getting Blacker and Blacker and so was Twitter. With Trump coming in, you could feel the hate speech and rhetoric take over. And then certainly during the pandemic with the misinformation, it felt like you were fighting every day. We were all desperate for connection and to stay alive, and then you see "Drink bleach." It was a civil war. You weren't just battling opposition to medical facts, but you're battling family members who were like, "I'm not wearing no mask." I was like, "Oooh, it's different here ..."
So where are folks abandoning ship to? Where is the next Black Twitter?
I don't know if people are going to a place, per se. We're so used to institutions lasting forever. Social media and tech aren't like that. ... You remember CompUSA? They're here and gone. I don't know if there is going to be another place like that. My kids are TikTok kids. They've never been on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram. For them, none of those things are the thing.
But they move through the world with the benefits of Black Twitter. My kids' first president was Obama. They say things like "Black lives matter" and "Black girl magic." That's always been a part of their lexicon. I'm curious where they're going to take their energy, and I don't know what it's going to look like. It's going to be something we don't even have yet.
The documentary is like a really long love letter.
Twitter allowed us to find community and bring it into the real world. We got to fully be us. As a result, that energy came offline. Our energy of being who we fully are happened there, and we're taking that into the real world. I'm curious to what will happen as a result of us getting to be us unapologetically.
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Jerry Seinfeld's media tour could've been a plot on 'Seinfeld'
The comedian wanted to put his Netflix movie "Unfrosted" in the spotlight. He ended up there instead.
By Travis Andrews | 2024-05-16

(Illustration by Emily Sabens/The Washington Post; Chris Pizzello/AP; iStock)


Jerry Seinfeld has been everywhere, talking to just about everyone, on late-night shows and morning ones, on podcasts and in newspapers -- proving that when you move around a minefield, you're bound to step on mines.
In the past two weeks, to promote his directorial debut "Unfrosted," the 70-year-old comedian hit the media circuit with the vigor of a much younger man and the cantankerousness that fits his age.
GQ? Obviously. "The Rich Eisen Show?" Uh, sure, why not. He and a coyote expert were the first guests on "Everybody's in L.A.," John Mulaney's live talk show on Netflix, and you could tell Seinfeld was a little cranky about having to be everywhere. "This is the weirdest show I have ever been on in my life," he told Mulaney.
The following night, he appeared on "Saturday Night Live" as "A Man Who Did Too Much Press."
"I gotta stop," Seinfeld said behind the "Weekend Update" desk. "I know I can't undo all the press I've done, but I want to help other people."
His overexposure has been heightened by his complaints about political correctness, and his strident support for Israel as its military pummels Gaza. It's a perfect storm of mild brouhaha -- which is exactly how every episode of "Seinfeld" was constructed.
The sitcom's brilliance came from the way seemingly disparate plotlines intersected. In one episode, George pretends to be a marine biologist to impress a woman, and Kramer takes up driving golf balls into the ocean. The aha moment comes when they collide and George finds himself extracting a Titleist from the blowhole of a beached whale.
In a sense, that's what's happening with Seinfeld now: unconnected events connecting. Here's how this real-life episode came together.
Everything that's unfolded in the past few weeks is rooted in Seinfeld's love of a sugary breakfast.
On May 3 he released a deeply silly Netflix movie about the creation of Pop-Tarts. "Unfrosted" stars several A-list comedians -- including Jim Gaffigan, Bill Burr, Amy Schumer and Melissa McCarthy -- alongside beloved actors like Hugh Grant and James Marsden.
The movie is a goofy lark, and it received tepid reviews from critics and audiences alike. Writing in The Washington Post, critic Ty Burr called it "ephemeral, edible, enjoyable, forgettable." But it catapulted Seinfeld back into the conversation in a way that he hasn't been since the '90s.
After "Seinfeld" ended in 1998, the comedian had a blank check to do anything he wanted. As he told a clueless Larry King: "I was the number one show on television, Larry. Do you know who I am?"
But he let his '90s omnipresence wane. He focused on stand-up comedy and sitcom cameos: "30 Rock," "Louie," "Curb Your Enthusiasm." His talk show "Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee" pushed the spotlight onto his guests.
As for "Unfrosted," Seinfeld claims that he "really didn't want to do it," as he told the Wrap in yet another interview.
The thing he didn't want to do -- but did anyway -- then required him to do another thing he didn't want to do, but did anyway: a media tour. This could've been the premise for a "Seinfeld" episode. And then the media tour itself thickened the plot.
In a New Yorker podcast last month, David Remnick asked Seinfeld how he deals with the heavier things happening in the world -- such as Gaza -- while making comedy. It's worth reading Seinfeld's response in full:
Prominent right-wing figures, including Sean Hannity, began tweeting the audio. Elon Musk added the caption "Make comedy legal again!"
John O'Hurley, the actor who played urbane clothier J. Peterman on "Seinfeld," went on "Jesse Watters Primetime" to claim that "we have lost our ability to be silly."
Others criticized Seinfeld's argument that political correctness or "woke" culture is killing the sitcom, pointing to several shows that are popular in part because of their vulgarity, such as "It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia," "Archer" and two by "Seinfeld" vets: "Veep" and "Curb Your Enthusiasm."
Sitcoms aren't the populist art form they were when the "Seinfeld" finale attracted 76 million viewers. But, as NPR TV critic Eric Deggans tweeted, that's probably not because writers are afraid to make politically incorrect jokes: "Network TV isn't spending money on scripted shows. The TV audience isn't interested in old school sitcoms. There's lots of other possible reasons for why there aren't as many sitcoms on network TV and no evidence that wokeness has killed anything."
Seinfeld has a history of griping about certain social standards forced upon him. In 2014, BuzzFeed asked Seinfeld about the fact that his guests on "Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee" were primarily White men.
"Oh, this really pisses me off. But go ahead. Really pisses me off." Seinfeld said, adding: "Funny is the world that I live in. You're funny, I'm interested. You're not funny, I'm not interested. I have no interest in gender or race or anything like that."
The next year, he said on "Late Night with Seth Meyers" that "there's a creepy PC thing out there that really bothers me."

Jerry Seinfeld delivers the commencement address at Duke University in Durham, N.C., on Sunday. (Jared Lazarus/Duke University/AP)


As the PC conversation died down, Seinfeld gave the commencement speech at Duke University on Sunday.
The usually apolitical Seinfeld has been publicly pro-Israel since the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas. He's signed an open letter in support of Israel. He visited Tel Aviv to meet with hostages' families in December, and he's posted several pro-Israel memes on Instagram. One caption reads, in part: "My heart is breaking from these attacks and atrocities. But we are also a very strong people in our hearts and minds. We believe in justice, freedom and equality. We survive and flourish no matter what. I will always stand with Israel and the Jewish people."
In response, a few dozen students booed Seinfeld and chanted "Free, free Palestine" as he prepared to begin his speech. Then they filed out of the stadium.
Was it uncomfortable? Maybe for some people. Maybe even for Seinfeld, who declined to comment for this story. But in the speech he defended discomfort as an essential part of living.
"The slightly uncomfortable feeling of awkward humor" is "not something you need to fix," he told Duke graduates.
He added: "I totally admire the ambitions of your generation to create a more just and inclusive society. I think it is also wonderful that you care so much about not hurting other people's feelings in the million and one ways we all do that."
But he suggested there was a fine line between constant comity and humorlessness.
"Do not lose your sense of humor," Seinfeld said. "You can have no idea at this point in your life how much you are going to need it to get through. Not enough of life makes sense for you to be able to survive it without humor."
The critics weighed in. The protesters weighed in. The whole of social media weighed in. But this is Jerry Seinfeld. Those mines he stepped on exploded only with strawberry filling. "Unfrosted" has spent nearly two weeks as one of Netflix's most-watched movies, according to the streaming service.
Seinfeld has sworn he has no interest in making another film, or even recording another stand-up special. He just wants to tour, to do comedy, to continue making people slightly uncomfortable, and therefore to continue being slightly uncomfortable himself. He has around 40 stand-up dates upcoming, from Louisville to Perth, Australia.
Whatever he's doing works for him, so why would he change? Maybe he'll pull a Titleist out of a blowhole once in a while, but he doesn't need to. As he told Duke's graduating class: "I am 70. I am done."
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A lost octet by a forgotten master shines new light on American music
Clarinetist Graeme Steele Johnson revives Charles Loeffler's "Octet for two clarinets, harp, string quartet and double bass" after 127 years in obscurity.
By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2024-05-16

Clarinetist Graeme Steele Johnson, second from left, and the musicians performing the octet of Charles Loeffler at the Library of Congress on May 22. (Evan Chapman)


When the pandemic cleared Graeme Steele Johnson's 2020 of performances, the clarinetist turned to penning program notes for concerts and festivals that had yet to pull the plug -- a side gig that turned into an adventure in musical archaeology.
One of Johnson's assignments found him researching the "Two Rhapsodies for Oboe, Viola and Piano" and digging into its composer, Charles Martin Loeffler -- one whose name we don't hear much today, but who, at the time of his death in 1935, was hailed as "the Dean of American composers."
Among Loeffler's documented works was a mysterious octet -- one that caught Johnson's attention as a clarinetist, but also as an arranger. He had just completed his own arrangement for octet of Debussy's "Prelude a l'apres-midi d'un faune," a piece that employs a nearly identical instrumental cast of flute, clarinet, harp, string quartet and bass. (The Loeffler differs only in that a second clarinet replaces the flute.)
By April 2020, Johnson had tracked down a listing of the manuscript in the archives of the Library of Congress, which, much like everything else at the time, was shut down. It wouldn't be until January 2021 that Library employees were allowed back in, and one of them embarked on scanning the Loeffler.
Johnson was shocked to discover 75 perfectly preserved pages in his inbox -- the score alive with Loeffler's hand, the busy bramble of his revisions, entire pages struck through with scratches and scribbles.
"[Loeffler] was totally obsessive in his revising process," Johnson tells me in a phone interview. "In fact, he revised his music so heavily and so often that he ended up withholding most of it from publication. Even if it had gone over well, he could never quite get it ready, he was never satisfied with it. He was also deeply sensitive to critical reception, so he'd rather his music be unperformed than unappreciated."

Clarinetist Graeme Steele Johnson assembled the score of the octet of Charles Loeffler, performed at the Library of Congress on May 22. (Dylan Hancook)


Johnson spent a full year reviewing the 75-page manuscript and compiling its material into a tidy new edition. By January 2022, Johnson had assembled an eight-piece ensemble to give the octet its first reading in over a century. In the case of this "new old music" as Johnson refers to it, the musicians didn't have the benefit of any performance or recording histories to consult.
But between the mysterious lines of Loeffler's octet, Johnson and the players found familiar currents to carry them along: a kinetic blend of German drama and French impressionism, a watercolor swirl of Brahms and Ravel, Debussy and Schoenberg, all distilled into a potent tincture through Loeffler's crisp orchestration.
On May 22, Johnson and 10 fellow musicians will perform the octet at the Library of Congress's Coolidge Auditorium.
Future performances will take place at the Morgan Library & Museum in New York on May 23; the Stissing Center in Pine Plains, N.Y., on June 9; and the Harvard Musical Association in Boston in December.
And on June 7, the first-ever recording of the octet arrives on a lushly recorded album titled "Forgotten Sounds," which also collects Johnson's arrangement of the Debussy Prelude as well as a lesser Loeffler piece, "Timbres oublies" for clarinet and harp. (The second movement of Loeffler's octet -- the "Adagio Molto" -- was released this week as a preview single.)
Born in Berlin in 1861 to German parents, Loeffler spent his childhood moving around Europe -- Alsace, Ukraine, France, Hungary and finally Switzerland -- before emigrating to Boston in 1881.
In Boston, Loeffler served as assistant concertmaster for the Boston Symphony Orchestra from 1882 (the orchestra's second season) until 1903, when he left to focus on his own compositions. But Loeffler's varied heritage formed a complicated intersection with his musical identity -- for one thing, he insisted he was French.
"After settling in Boston," Johnson says, "Loeffler actually committed to this lifelong deception, pretending he was French and, setting a lot of French Symbolist poetry to music, peppering his English with French expressions. To Americans, he actually appeared as French, and even today I'll see program notes that refer to him as 'French composer Charles Loeffler.'"
This little white lie had major ramifications for Loeffler's career. American orchestral culture operated largely as an outpost of German orchestral culture, leaving Loeffler a rare representative of the French style. The anti-German sentiment that spread across the States after the First World War cleared a space for Loeffler's music to flourish.
And flourish it did. Over his lifetime, Loeffler's music was performed by the Boston Symphony Orchestra some 117 times, with the composer appearing as a soloist 81 times. He was among the most performed living composers in America as well as overseas. Even the Coolidge Auditorium was inaugurated with a work commissioned from Loeffler.
But in hindsight, Loeffler's music tends to evade notice, falling between categories, not speaking with a clear American accent (see: Copland or Gershwin). As Johnson puts it in his own liner notes for the recording, "Alternately advancing and hindering his career, Loeffler's flexible identity allowed him to assimilate at times, marked him as appealingly exotic at others, or condemned him to an awkward misfit position between the continents."
Composed and premiered in 1897 at Boston's Association Hall by the Kneisel Quartet and members of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Loeffler's octet received just one additional performance that year -- at the home of Isabella Stewart Gardner -- before retreating into obscurity for the next century and a quarter.
It survives as a vibrant example of the composer's polyglot compositional vernacular and wide stylistic palette -- the contrapuntal quartet at its core, the "smoke and mirrors" of its twin clarinets, its effortless channeling of symphonic sound and breadth into the crisp articulation of a smallish ensemble.
At the Library of Congress, the restored octet appears on a program with Johnson's arrangement of Debussy's prelude, as well as Franz Schubert's beloved "Octet in F Major (D. 803)" -- another work that was almost lost to obscurity, composed in 1824 but published nearly a half-century after the composer's death.
"It kind of goes with this lost-and-found theme," Johnson says. "With hope that Loeffler's octet and all of the other wonderful, deserving music that has somehow slipped through the cracks will follow Schubert into the musical pantheon."
Octets by Loeffler and Schubert May 22 at the Library of Congress. Tickets are free but must be reserved, www.loc.
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Taylor Swift's latest is 'a downer' for some. Enter the DIY remix.
The sad songs on Taylor Swift's "The Tortured Poets Department" are being remade into emo, EDM, hip-hop and hard rock thanks to creative fans.
By Tricia Romano | 2024-05-16

(Emma Kumer/The Washington Post; iStock)


Nick Reiner had a problem. Reiner, a DJ and producer who goes by the moniker Major Vibes, was planning another Taylor Swift-themed party for the club Tellus 360 in Lancaster, Pa., and wanted to use the songs from her newest release, "The Tortured Poets Department."
"And then I heard the record and I was like, 'Okay, this isn't really gonna work,'" Reiner said of the album, which has 31 sad songs, and not a lot of bangers. "It can't just be a downer the whole time," he said.
Facing the prospect of a downcast dance floor, he decided to take matters into his own hands -- pairing deep grooves reminiscent of '80s electro and new wave with Swift's vocals to create, well, major vibes. So far, he's posted nine fully reimagined tracks from TTPD on TikTok, where the series is unofficially titled "Remixing the new Taylor Swift album to make it more danceable."
A small cottage industry of DJs, musicians and producers have been twiddling with TTPD since its release last month, and adding their own twists. Among the many reworkings are DJ Dan Lir's trance remix of "Fortnight" and a liquid drum-and-bass spin on "So Long London" by a DJ calling himself Christian Slater (no, not that one). There are emo, rock and hip-hop renditions, too.
The proliferation of remixes and mashups are the result of increasingly sophisticated audio software like Ableton and Serato. When paired with AI programming, it can pull apart the songs into separate tracks (called stems). Musicians then mix and match these stems with their own, something not possible even five or so years ago, Reiner said.
Back then, he said, "you would have to have access to the individual tracks or get the tracks from the artists." But with this technology, any bedroom DJ can create something new. And TTPD seems particularly ripe for plucking. "It stays at this one level almost the whole time," Reiner said. "It's almost like it was meant to be remixed, right?"
There's more than one way to add beats to the amorphous songs. London-based drummer Sam Arrow filmed himself shirtless, his mop of curly dark hair flying as he pounds the skins to "But Daddy I Love Him," turning the drums up to Spinal Tap's proverbial 11.
"I try to add something to the song that's not already in there. The Taylor Swift one took off so much just because the [drums] in that track are very simple and very, very stripped back," Arrow said. "So when they hear someone like me smashing rock drums over it and really, really going for it, I think that people connect to it."

London-based drummer Sam Arrow has been his own headbanging touch on TTPD. (Sam Arrow)


Swifties love his raucous take, posting comments about how Swift's producer Jack Antonoff could take a few notes: "They're being quite mean to him, saying, 'This is what the album should have sounded like'" and "that he's scared of drums and he's a coward," Arrow said with a laugh.
There seems to be a tacit willingness on Swift's part to look away from the copyright infringement. Most of the artists do a test run by uploading the songs they want to use to see if anything gets flagged; it becomes clear that some music will get pulled down immediately by the algorithm. Other times, the bots are evaded by changing the tempo or the pitch. "There's been a long heritage of bootlegging in the DJ culture," Reiner said.
None of the artists are making any money off the songs and, in the end, Swift stands to gain even more exposure with new audiences. But all the artists interviewed recognized that their creations could result in a cease-and-desist order at any moment. (Representatives for Swift did not immediately respond to a request for comment.)
"There's this world of unofficial remixing where to get approval from someone like Taylor Swift would be next to impossible," said Eric Velli, a.k.a. DJ Vibewise, of Denver, who put a big-room beat to the first single on the album, "Fortnight." "So if Taylor Swift or her label or her team decided to take it down, they have every right to."

Tracks on Taylor Swift's latest album, "The Tortured Poets Department," are getting remixed by a host of bedroom DJs and musicians. (AFP/Getty Images)


The album, Velli added, "is synth-pop heavy and very mellow and chill," so adding drums to create "a new groove out of that is how it stands out."
Jeff Atchison, a Minneapolis-based DJ who goes by DJ Hampster Dance (conjured during the early days of the internet via a DJ name generator), is best known online for his unlikely pairings in mashups.
His girlfriend, a major Swiftie, had seen on TikTok that people were posting about fan favorite "Down Bad." "She's like, 'This is the one you gotta play with.'"
He stayed up all night looking for '90s and 2000s hits to match it with and ended up with four different remixes -- including "Survivor" by Destiny's Child, Eminem's "Till I Collapse," and Lil Jon's "Snap Yo Fingers."
"It's a sad track [so] let's-put-it-with-a-hip-hop-thing was kind of the vibe," Atchison said. They've all got several hundred thousand views, with the Lil Jon mashup garnering 650,000 views.
His friend Tyler Sherman, who goes by DJ Munition, has an entirely different take on his Swift mashups. A self-proclaimed Swiftie who flew to Denver and attended the Eras Tour solo, he is also a major fan of emo and pop-punk. So, the Phoenix-based DJ paired his love of the two, which some have dubbed SWEMO.
"Some of the more popular ones are going to be, like, Blink-182, Avril Lavigne, Fall Out Boy, Panic at the Disco," he said. "But obviously it gets really deep from there."
Unlike some of the critics (The Washington Post's Chris Richards called TTPD a "two-hour hostage situation" in his review), Sherman loves the new record. "Normally it takes me a few listens to an album ... to really start getting into it and vibing with it. This, the first time I listened to all of it, it was just unbelievable," he said. "People are calling it a very emo album."
Meanwhile, with his August dance party approaching, Reiner is continuing to remix all 31 songs on TTPD.
The work, he said, is worth it.
"Watching these people light up in the room when these songs come on is super magical. It's something that I feel we don't get a lot of anymore -- these collective moments, right? So even though I'm not a massive fan, it's heartwarming, you know?"
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'Back to Black' whitewashes a mercurial supernova of a star
The Amy Winehouse story gets a drab cautionary retelling in "Back to Black."
By Ty Burr | 2024-05-16

Marisa Abela stars as Amy Winehouse in "Back to Black." (Dean Rogers/Focus Features)


Why do we even watch biopics?
They made sense back in the early days of Hollywood, when telling the story of a Louis Pasteur or a Vincent van Gogh was a visual window onto a life and a history you couldn't experience otherwise. But a film biography of an entertainer whose image and life are already baked into the culture seems a perverse undertaking. And yet we go -- to see Sissy Spacek play Loretta Lynn, Rami Malek play Freddie Mercury, Renee Zellweger as Judy Garland, Joaquin Phoenix as Johnny Cash. Oscar winners and nominees all.
Do we go for the transformation of one star into another? For the hits? For a glimpse beneath the glitz of persona for the grit of the actual person?
This is a roundabout way of asking why "Back to Black," a.k.a. the Amy Winehouse Story, falls so flat and feels so canned.
The movie stars a relative unknown, Marisa Abela, as Winehouse, so a built-in star curiosity isn't there, but the same was true of Austin Butler, and no one had a problem with "Elvis." (Well, they did, but for other reasons.) Abela gives a passionate performance, and that's actually her singing voice on the soundtrack, willed into a startling simulacrum of Winehouse's louche, decadent drawl.
And yet, Abela's not Amy Winehouse, and somehow that matters.
Is it that the singer was absolutely unique? (I know you're not supposed to use modifiers with a word like "unique," but Winehouse was unique -- absolutely.) Is it that her short, calamitous life and seemingly unpreventable death are simply too sad for the banalities of a two-hour movie? The story Winehouse tells is one about the black hole at the center of our celebrity culture, where those who have the gift of talent but not the talent for coping get devoured by attention, addiction, the gawkers at the window as they fall. No one wants to see that movie. We'd have to face ourselves.
"Back to Black" covers Winehouse's life from her early days of singing in London clubs to her signing with Island Records, her first record (2003's "Frank"), the breakthrough to American and international fame with the 2007 hit "Rehab," and rapid dissolution under an onslaught of paparazzi, insecurity, alcohol, heroin and the mendacity of the British tabloids. Mostly, it's a love story of the hardy "Can't Help Lovin' Dat Man" genre, where the heroine keeps a lamp burning in the window for a guy that any moviegoer can see is a rat bastard.
The rat bastard here is named Blake Fielder-Civil, and he's played with probably a lot more charm than he deserves by Jack O'Connell, who with Josh O'Connor and Ireland's Paul Mescal is part of a new generation of absurdly gifted hunks from the British Isles. The scene where Blake first meets Amy in a pub may be the best moment in the movie, the two circling each other in a smoldering flirt that they both know is heading toward the bedroom until his girlfriend shows up. He knows who she is but keeps it to himself; she knows he knows and is turned on by his cool -- it's a lovely oasis before the ensuing 90 minutes of screaming arguments.

Marisa Abela and Jack O'Connell star in director Sam Taylor-Johnson's "Back to Black." (Dean Rogers/Focus Features)


The movie depicts Winehouse as a clinging, insanely jealous girlfriend, but it's somehow excused because of her passion or art or working-class milieu -- it's never really clear. Fielder-Civil is excused for introducing Amy to crack cocaine and heroin because he, uh, wears a snappy trilby hat? Beats me. "Back to Black" hints at a connection between the singer's volatility and her adoration of torch songs and retro lounge music -- unfashionable genres until she single-handedly made them fashionable again -- but director Sam Taylor-Johnson keeps the life and the art, the person and the persona, in separate lanes, even when Winehouse is sadly crooning "What Is It About Men?" after a row with Blake. Where's the Amy Winehouse of the records, imperiously surveying the certainty of her own destruction?
You can find her in "Amy," Asif Kapadia's exemplary 2015 documentary made from home movies of Winehouse's early days and from increasingly disturbing performance and paparazzi footage before her 2011 death at 27 from alcohol poisoning. That film gives a much darker portrait of Winehouse's father, Mitch, who's played in "Back to Black" as a meddling but good-hearted yob by Eddie Marsan.
The new movie, in fact, has been made with the approval of the Winehouse family; coincidentally or not, "Back to Black" has the feeling of a whitewash. The triumph and tragedy of this life remain in the grooves of the music, a body of work that stands as all the biopic anyone who ever shivered to an Amy Winehouse song needs.
R. At area theaters. Contains drug use, language throughout, sexual content and nudity. 122 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Bridgerton' puts its chief gossip on trial 
"Bridgerton's" third season is about second chances; about makeovers and resurrections and fresh hopes, especially for those regarded as having few prospects. 
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-05-16

Luke Newton, left, as Colin Bridgerton, and Nicola Coughlan as Penelope Featherington in Season 3 of Netflix's "Bridgerton." (Liam Daniel/Netflix)


The new season of "Bridgerton," that steamy Shondaland remix of rom-com and romance tropes set in Regency-era London, focuses less on debuts than glow-ups.
Forget the stunning ingenues upon whose inexperienced backs the series built its brand. This is a season about second chances; about makeovers and resurrections and fresh hopes, especially for those whom the denizens of the gossipy "ton" regard as having few prospects (or none at all). Even Lady Violet (Ruth Gemmell), the Bridgerton materfamilias, has a suitor. And this time the show's wily narrator, Lady Whistledown (voiced by Julie Andrews) -- or rather her conflicted creator, Penelope Featherington (Nicola Coughlan) -- is in the hot seat.
That's all mildly surprising given that "Bridgerton" plots have always technically revolved around the conceit of a "diamond of the season," a young lady whom Queen Charlotte (Golda Rosheuvel) declares the most desirable of her cohort. But the show's commitment to that premise was already slipping by its sophomore season, which culminated in the "diamond" being displaced by a relative.
The series' third installment, Part 1 of which drops May 16 on Netflix, only amplifies this sense of drift toward its older characters. Not even the Queen can be bothered to declare a "diamond" these days. When she belatedly does so, the girl she chooses -- a musically inclined, very beautiful and probably neurodivergent Bridgerton daughter named Francesca (Hannah Dodd) -- seems unmoved by the honor.
Francesca's underwhelming response to being chosen is interesting precisely because it isn't sass. The girl is polite. In fact, she's disconcertingly compliant (particularly for a Bridgerton), professing herself quite willing to marry while maintaining that the specifics don't much interest her. Troubled by none of the hopes or anxieties or romantic ideas that plague her siblings and drive them to grand and pointless rebellions, her main goal is to escape them all. She just wants to play the piano in peace. (Asked in what order she'd like to see her suitors, she replies, "Alphabetically.")
Having suspected "Bridgerton" of being a bit of a one-trick pony, I've been impressed by the series' stranger moves this season -- in particular, the way it largely matches Francesca's bewildering indifference to her own matrimonial fate. Even Violet, who usually brims with good counsel, seems troubled by her daughter's clinically pleasant approach.

Golda Rosheuvel as Queen Charlotte, and Hugh Sachs as Brimsley. (Laurence Cendrowicz/Netflix)


Stepping in to supply a little drama, since Francesca won't, are ex-friends Eloise (Claudia Jessie) and Penelope. Eloise is still reeling from Lady Whistledown's ruinous scandal sheet insinuations, and the revelation that her friend was responsible. As for Whistledown herself: Penelope completes her evolution from scribe and observer to agent. The relationship between these two as they try to survive the marriage market while navigating their mutual disappointment -- and resentments, and secrets -- is the real heart of the season.
Turning the lens on your author figure carries risk. One is that no one in the series (with the possible exception of Adjoa Andoh's Lady Danbury) has the poise, experience and cunning to believably occupy the Whistledown persona. "Bridgerton" has never worked particularly hard to reconcile breathless, mild-mannered Penelope with the snooty "ton's" formidable, gimlet-eyed gossip -- whose "scandal sheets" are relayed to viewers via grande dame Julie Andrews's haughty voice-over. Coughlan is a marvel, but she plays Penelope as so guileless she's practically transparent. In fact, the character's greatest charm might be her artlessness -- especially in a society defined by manipulators. There is no universe in which her "Pen" (in either sense) could supply Whistledown's jaded and erudite perspective. Or poker face. Or voice.
I stand by that objection while noting that "Bridgerton" has never seen plausibility as a problem. The steamy series took the internet by storm when it premiered during the pandemic for good reason: It took fantasy and its incompatible pleasures very, very seriously. The show committed to a kind of joyous, casual hybridity. "Bridgerton" breezily straddled the space between an anthology series and a limited one, remixed Jane Austen with the erotic journeys of discovery typical of romance novels, and layered classical covers of pop hits over the aesthetic pleasures of period drama. All this in a counterfactual world where the denizens of an insular, Regency-era "ton," while blinkered and repressive in every other respect, are functionally race-blind.

From left, Daniel Francis as Lord Anderson, Adjoa Andoh as Lady Danbury and Ruth Gemmell as Lady Violet Bridgerton. (Liam Daniel/Netflix)


Erotically speaking, the series has zigged and zagged, too. The first season got almost molecular about sex, building an entire arc out of one character's refusal to perform a specific act. Many characterized the second season -- which was steamy but far less explicit -- as a tactical retreat. The third season splits the difference. While Francesca and one of her beaus court in virginal silence, boring their chaperones and siblings to tears, Colin (Luke Newton), the third Bridgerton son, returns from his tour of seventeen European cities remade as a sensualist. The naive youth who fell for the pregnant Marina (Ruby Barker) in the first season is now a suave lady-slayer almost as fond of threesomes as his dissolute brother Benedict (who this season befriends a wealthy, sexually liberated widow). In fact, Colin, for whom Penelope has long pined, is now widely regarded as the "ton's" most eligible bachelor -- along with Lord Debling (Sam Phillips), a vegetarian millionaire whose ecological interests are his life's work.
Vying for the latter's attentions -- and for Eloise's friendship now that she and Pen are on the outs -- is Cressida Cowper (Jessica Madsen), that sometime villain whose desperation to marry, and existential loneliness, is heightened now that she's entering her third season "out" and proposal-free.
Orbiting all of the above is Penelope, who -- despondent, friendless, but determined to escape her mother's company now that her silly sisters are married off -- is trying to change. She experiments with new looks, new hair, new colors. Even a new personality. While her efforts to unseat the "ton's" idea of her yield mixed results, it's fair to say (without straying into spoiler territory) that the series gets very steamy and stormy indeed. (And that there are a great many very beautiful clothes. And that Coughlan's wild chemistry with Phillips arguably undermines the effect the show sought to engineer.)
Consistency and momentum are tough to sustain in the streaming era, especially across different showrunners (Jess Brownell took over this season from Chris Van Dusen) and particularly when you're cycling through a revolving set of protagonists. "Bridgerton" struck this viewer as a particularly tricky franchise to keep from going stale. To its credit, the series' orgasmic shenanigans are bolstered by real competence. Three seasons in, "Bridgerton" remains silly and winky, sumptuous and fun -- despite recycling many a pleasing formula, and even identical beats.
Bridgerton, Season 3, Part 1 (four episodes), is available for streaming May 16 on Netflix. Part 2 (four episodes) will be available June 13.
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Greta Gerwig gets four-minute serenade as #MeToo roils Cannes
"Barbie" director Greta Gerwig is heading the jury and Meryl Streep is getting an honorary Palme d'Or, but politics and #MeToo also captured attention at the 2024 Cannes Film Festival. 
By Jada Yuan | 2024-05-15

French actress and Cannes jury member Eva Green, left, and American director and jury president Greta Gerwig arrive for Cannes's opening ceremony. (Loic Venance/AFP/Getty Images)


CANNES, France -- Greta Gerwig clearly had no idea what to do with herself -- and honestly, who among us would? -- when she got a 41/2-minute serenade in front of 2,300 people on her inaugural night as the 77th jury president of the Cannes Film Festival on Tuesday night.
"Dear Greta, you are a gift for the festival, so the festival has a gift for you," said host Camille Cottin ("Call My Agent!"), turning to Gerwig and speaking English for the first time, 30 minutes into the show. A clip rolled of Gerwig dancing down the streets of New York to David Bowie's "Modern Love" in 2012's "Francis Ha," and then the camera cut to singer Zaho de Sagazan -- who just won France's equivalent of album of the year -- prancing down the aisle. Gerwig grinned ear to ear, sang along, clutched her hand to her heart and teared up every few seconds, until de Sagazan eventually held Gerwig's hand and serenaded her directly.
Gerwig is only the second female director, after Jane Campion, to head the jury, and that tres fromage-y serenade -- which was followed by a teary Juliette Binoche presenting a teary Meryl Streep an honorary Palme d'Or -- was a stark contrast to the earlier part of her day, when politics and France's #MeToo reckoning dominated the traditional jury news conference.
This came despite festival artistic director Thierry Fremaux's stated wish that the "polemics" be confined to what's on the screen this year. He also acknowledged that, at a time when protests about Gaza also threaten to breach the festival's bubble, and festival workers are threatening to strike over wages, it's an impossible wish. "I said we wanted a festival without polemics," he said in a Monday news conference, "but that doesn't mean there would be."
The festival's dive into politics started almost immediately with the premiere of Quentin Dupieux's "The Second Act," a comedy starring Lea Seydoux and Louis Garrel about a group of actors facing "cancellation" while shooting the first film written and directed completely by artificial intelligence, at what is clearly the end of cinema. (At a talk on Wednesday, Streep said she'd loved it and had been up till 3 a.m. discussing all the existential dilemmas it had raised.)

Raphael Quenard, from left, Lea Seydoux and Louis Garrel pose for photographers for the film "The Second Act" on Wednesday. (Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)


Outside the Palais, soldiers armed with machine guns, from France's Operation Sentinelle, designed to stop terrorist attacks, marched in front of the Prada and Hermes stores along the Croisette. And that strike of festival workers did actually happen, sort of, when a small group briefly scaled the roof of the Palais during the opening ceremony and unfurled a spray-painted banner with their motto, "Sous les ecrans la deche" ("Under the screen, the waste").
The polemics will continue. A 17-minute film called "Moi Aussi," about abuse in the country's film industry and directed by French actor Judith Godreche, was a last-minute addition to the festival and is debuting Wednesday as one of the opening films of the Un Certain Regard selection. Godreche is one of the leading voices in France's #MeToo movement and has accused two acclaimed directors, Benoit Jacquot and Jacques Doillon, of rape and sexual and physical violence that dates to when she was an adolescent. Both directors have denied the allegations.
In the fall, one of France's biggest stars, Gerard Depardieu, will stand trial for allegedly sexually assaulting two women on a film set, among another separate charge of rape and an investigation into allegations of abuse. (He denies all charges.) There are also rumors that a secret list of 10 prominent men in the French film industry who've allegedly been abusive to women, including big-time directors and actors, some of whom may have films here, could be released during the festival. That would cause some extreme scrambling around whether to screen those works at all. French media has reported that festival organizers have set up a crisis management team.
And later this week, "The Apprentice" will debut, about Donald Trump's rise to power as a real estate mogul and his "Faustian deal" with Roy Cohn, according to its festival listing. In some truly genius casting, Sebastian Stan plays Trump and Jeremy Strong is Cohn.

Members of the Cannes jury, from left, Pierfrancesco Favino, Eva Green, Greta Gerwig, Lily Gladstone, Nadine Labaki, Hirokazu Kore-eda and J.A. Bayona pose for photographers on Tuesday. (Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)


Before the ceremony, Gerwig, alongside fellow jury members, including Lily Gladstone, Eva Green and French actor Omar Sy ("Lupin"), fielded a barrage of questions.
"I think people in the community of movies telling us stories and trying to change things for the better is only good," Gerwig said, praising France for "moving everything in the correct direction" and highlighting the changes that happened in the American film industry since its #MeToo reckoning seven years earlier, particularly the rise of intimacy coordinators on film sets.
"That was not something when I was starting out that happened at all and now it's being built into films," she said. "And I think the exact same way as I think of a stunt coordinator [or] a fight coordinator: It is an art, and it's part of building a safe environment, just as you would if you were going to have two people fight with swords. You don't just see what happens. That would be terrifying!"
Asked by The Washington Post about whether she could be objective watching a movie about Trump, as a woman living in America at a time when female reproductive rights have been deeply eroded, Gerwig said her goal was to come into each film with "an open heart and an open mind and to be willing to be surprised." Often, she said, we hear that a movie is about something on the surface, but it turns out to be something else.
Gladstone added, "I don't think objectivism is necessary in such a case, but taking it for the art form that it will be, because, I mean, unfortunately [Trump films] could be a genre in and of itself."
Festivalgoers were also still talking about the news that filmmaker Mohammad Rasoulof had fled Iran and was in hiding in Europe after receiving an eight-year prison sentence, with flogging, for security offenses. His film "The Seed of the Sacred Fig" will compete for the Palme d'Or and debuts at the end of the festival.
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King Charles III's blood-red portrait is a stylistic mess
The royal portrait by Jonathan Yeo has caused a stir online. It's confused and unaccountably frightening, our critic writes.
By Sebastian Smee | 2024-05-16

An official portrait of King Charles III, painted by artist Jonathan Yeo, was unveiled at Buckingham Palace on Tuesday. (Aaron Chown/Pool/AFP/Getty Images) 


Oh dear, really? It could be worse, I suppose. But I've spent a little time looking at images of Jonathan Yeo's confused, obsequious, oversized and unaccountably frightening portrait of King Charles III. And after trying to like it (a critic's first responsibility), I've realized it's as bad as I first thought.
You spend most of your time as an art critic trying to express why you think art is, if not great, then somewhere in that postcode. (Falling near the edges is where most of the fun lies; a lot of criticism is about border disputes.) But it's always instructive to reflect on straightforwardly bad art.
Here, then, is a handy example. Thank you, Jonathan Yeo. Thank you, King Charles, for commissioning him.
Yeo's royal portrait, unveiled Tuesday at Buckingham Palace, drew an immediate and polarized response online, with comparisons to video game bosses, hell and "Ghostbusters 2." To my mind, the painting is like the last will and testament of an uxorious libertine. It shouldn't make sense -- and guess what? It doesn't. So many ideas -- or really, so many decisions avoided -- in the one painting! Do we want pretty or gritty? Abstract or figurative? Symbolism (note the butterfly, standing for Charles's transformation from prince into king) or realism? Illusion of spatial depth or a flat, all-over effect? Dignified royal reserve or palpable collapse into pathos? It's all there. A heap of oxymorons, a pileup of platitudes.
"But no!" you might say. "It's almost Shakespearean in its capaciousness, its synthesis of polar opposites, its richness of connotation!" But be honest now. It's not really like that. It's just sad and confused.
Yeo, a celebrity portraitist of the most bland and unoriginal kind, has been plying his trade for decades. Go to his website and you see his shtick instantly. He paints heads with a veneer of slick, conventional realism and then -- gesturing at arty insouciance -- leaves parts of the canvas either unfinished or decorated with abstract-looking brushwork in arbitrary colors.
Once in a while, he does something calculatedly provocative, like the time he made a collage of then-president George W. Bush out of pornographic images.

People in London reacted to the first official portrait of King Charles III that was unveiled on May 14.


This latest production, Yeo's most prestigious commission to date, has already joined ranks on his website with portraits of Camilla (before Charles's coronation and her elevation to queen consort), Rupert Murdoch, Kevin Spacey, Tony Blair and Paris Hilton.
Thus presented, Yeo's parade of sitters feels (not unlike Charles) both belated and unconvincing. (Also slightly sordid, wouldn't you say?) Seen as an ensemble, they almost stir dreams of a Netflix-ready burlesque: "Succession" meets "The Crown." Steve Coogan plays a plastic surgeon providing facelifts to celebrities before Yeo (Pierce Brosnan) paints their portraits ...
Yeo tries to channel Lucian Freud, the artist responsible for the only interesting British royal portrait of recent times. The size of a paperback, it dared to show Queen Elizabeth II, sympathetically but unsentimentally, as an aging woman who happened to be wearing a crown. But Yeo, although he has made at least one homage to Freud, has no understanding of the qualities -- truth-telling, responsiveness, aversion to cliche -- that made Freud distinctive.
Technically, Yeo is probably better than the creators of those cheap celebrity portraits on sale at stands outside major museums and at tourist sites. But in the end, he employs the same formula: flattery and facility with a sprinkling of symbolism amid splashes of color. Here, the result is loud and lurid (that shimmering, psychedelic crimson almost swallows up the poor monarch). But aesthetically, it's very weak tea.
Samantha Chery and Herb Scribner contributed to this report.
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Hozier, the myth and the man, is here for you
The Irish musician talks activism and his chart-topping song ahead of his sold-out Friday concert at Merriweather Post Pavilion.
By Sophia Solano | 2024-05-15

Hozier. (Barry McCall)


In the stillness of the pandemic, when the world held its breath, Hozier was in his garden. His late-1700s farmhouse in the Irish countryside served as a muse in lockdown solitude, a place where he waited out the interminable interlude with books and poetry and birds.
"I recorded my garden one day, a mix of these very loud birds," Hozier said on a recent phone call from a dressing room in Orlando, where that evening the musician would play a sold-out show. "I just wanted to have it as a memory for this very quiet time, which I knew would never come again."
The result is "Wildflower and Barley," a gently grooving ode to this ambient stretch of springtime released on his "Unheard" EP in March. And it is everything his wistfully infatuated fan base could've dreamed.
There is a real man, a 34-year-old born Andrew John Hozier-Byrne, who lives in County Wicklow and does, in fact, happen to be bearded, long-haired and 6 feet 6 inches tall. And there is the myth his fans have made of him, the one that places him somewhere on the continuum between cottagecore woodsman and mystical deity, who at any given moment is probably reciting poetry on a rocky cliff as white-capped waves buffet the shore. This is especially true on TikTok, where his originals and covers (including one that might dignify the whole genre of drinking song) seem destined for virality.
He's not mad about the sun-dappled light in which he's been cast. But he's also not trying to revel in it. "It certainly hasn't changed how I present myself or how I view myself," he says. "I find it very easy to shrug off some of the more fantastical interpretations of me, but some of them I also have to laugh and be like, 'Okay, yeah, I do live in the countryside.'"
It's easy to see why his lilt might be misinterpreted as incantation when so much of his music is steeped in mythology. Hozier's 2023 album, "Unreal Unearth," is framed by "Dante's Inferno," with a track list referencing the 14th-century Italian poet's descent into the layers of hell and his climb back to sunshine. As a metaphor for the pandemic, it's pretty potent, especially with nods to great Greek figures like Icarus ("I, Carrion [Icarian]"), Charon ("Abstract [Psychopomp]") and Kronos ("Eat Your Young"). Hozier is a student of mythology, though before learning of Greek gods, he was steeped in Irish folklore, as omnipresent in the country as its mist.
"It was always something that was accessible, and it never felt exotic," he says. "A lot of the myths, be them old Greek myths or Irish folklore or Christian myths, a lot of the values can in some ways shape our world or the political mind or ideology of today. It's a well that, even when you think is dried up, you can still sort of pull up a bucket."
But that accounts for only one category of Hozier song, which can otherwise be split roughly into the buckets of political and, well, concupiscent. (Again, to his admirers' great delight.) "Too Sweet," the smoky, bluesy track from "Unheard" about a mismatched set of lovers -- she's a good girl, he's a bad boy -- falls into the latter category. Maybe it was his attempt to set the record straight about his apparent angelic reputation ("God sent Hozier as an apology for men," one TikTok comment reads), though he's notoriously tight-lipped about his personal life. Whether the track is autobiographical or not is up for debate, but its popularity isn't: It recently became his first to hit the top of the Billboard Hot 100.
The distinction, he says, "took a moment to absorb." He neared that height over a decade ago when his breakout single, "Take Me to Church," peaked in the second slot.

Hozier, in the dunes, peering into your soul. (Barry McCall)


The last song by an Irish artist to top the chart was Sinead O'Connor's "Nothing Compares 2 U" in 1990. It's appropriate for Hozier to share that designation with her -- like O'Connor, Hozier has long been vocal about issues of human rights and political protest. During a recent stop on his current "Unreal Unearth" tour, he interrupted the music to talk for several minutes about a "revolution of love, revolution of kindness and revolution of human goodwill," the Dallas Observer reported. The exposition included thoughts on the role of protests, occupation in Ireland, apartheid in South Africa and a call for a cease-fire in Gaza.
So the March release of "Empire Now," a song he calls a "personal reflection" on Ireland's 100th anniversary of freedom from Britain, feels timely. "But it's hard to find a time in the last century in which some global imperial power hasn't been active," he says. "It wasn't planned to be released at this time when war is raging. You could take any time in the last hundred years and probably point to the same reality somewhere."
Carried by a haunting twang and synthy strings, "Empire Now" is just the latest of Hozier's canon of explicitly political songs: "Butchered Tongue" on his new album references torture practices used in colonial rule and the effects of cultural genocide, and 2018's "Nina Cried Power" is an ode to the Black musicians who helped lead liberation movements.
His political inclinations might seem at odds with the halo-effected fan interpretation that he's a modern fairy tale bog king, working the land and the fans' insatiable longings.
But Hozier says reactions -- all reactions -- are secondary.
"I always hoped that I could just write music that ... connected with me, first and foremost, and then with other people," he says. "That to me was always the metric of a song: being honest with what your intentions are."
Perhaps that's Hozier's real magic. He's a heartthrob, a revolutionary, an escapist fantasy. He's out on that cliff, being whatever you need him to be.
May 17 at 7:30 p.m. at Merriweather Post Pavilion, 10475 Little Patuxent Pky., Columbia, Md. merriweathermusic.com. Sold out.
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Commanders will start a new era with a palatable 2024 schedule
The new-look Washington Commanders finally have their 2024 schedule, which starts with a trip to Tampa and ends a road game against the Dallas Cowboys.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-05-16

The Commanders will have nine home games in the 2024 season, starting with the New York Giants in Week 2. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Over the past five months, the Washington Commanders have overhauled their front office, hired a new coaching staff, brought in more than two dozen free agents, drafted a Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback and instilled some hope that maybe, just maybe, the club that finished 4-13 last season and hasn't won a playoff game in 18 years could have a shot.
The NFL's schedule-makers did nothing to dampen those vibes.
The Commanders' 2024 opponents have been known since the end of last season, but the refurbished team got its first glimpse at the exact obstacles ahead when the league announced the schedule Wednesday. The bad news for Washington: Its bye is in Week 14 for the third season in a row and it has just two prime-time games -- a Monday night meeting with the Bengals in Cincinnati in Week 3 and a Thursday night game against the Eagles in Philadelphia in Week 11.
But the rest of the slate is palatable, at least compared with recent seasons, when Washington's schedule has been backloaded with divisional games, featured multiple trips out west or included a gantlet of formidable opposing quarterbacks.
Last season, the Commanders faced a brutal schedule -- the eighth toughest, based on opponents' combined record the previous season -- but their 2024 schedule is middle-of-the-pack, tied for the 16th most difficult.
The Commanders will open the season on the road for the first time since 2019 and will face the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, pitting two Heisman-winning quarterbacks -- Washington rookie Jayden Daniels and the Bucs' Baker Mayfield, who claimed the award in 2017.
The Commanders return home for Week 2 to take on the NFC East rival New York Giants, then face a tough two-game stretch in which they play the Bengals on the road on "Monday Night Football," then head west to take on offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's former team, the Arizona Cardinals.
But that is Washington's longest road trip of the season. The Commanders will travel the fewest linear miles of any team in the NFL, which should come as a relief after two West Coast games last season.
After hosting Deshaun Watson and the Cleveland Browns in Week 5, Washington will head up Interstate 95 to face the Baltimore Ravens at M&T Bank Stadium. It will be just the second time Lamar Jackson has faced Washington (he was responsible for three touchdowns in the Ravens' 31-17 win in 2020) and his first game against a player who idolized him and even drew comparisons ahead of the draft.
"I don't like to compare myself to anybody, but there are some similarities to what he is doing," Daniels said of Jackson at the NFL combine in February. "He is playing at a very high level -- kudos to him -- and he is the GOAT of this running and throwing. I am just trying to follow in his footsteps."
All teams play each other on a rotating cycle, thanks to an NFL schedule formula that began in 2002. This season, the Commanders will face all four teams in the AFC North and all four teams in the NFC South. They also will play two intraconference games and one interconference game based on their last-place ranking in their division last season.
Arizona is one of those intraconference matchups, while the Tennessee Titans, who hired Brian Callahan as their coach shortly after finishing fourth in the AFC South last season, serve as the interconference game in Week 13.
The other intraconference last-place game is the one to circle. The Commanders host Caleb Williams and the Chicago Bears in Week 8, a game that surprisingly will not be in prime time. It will be only the sixth time in the common draft era that rookie quarterbacks selected with the first and second picks could face each other. That game also will be Washington's first against the Bears since it traded pass rusher (and 2019 first-round draft pick) Montez Sweat to Chicago at last season's deadline.
Multiple Commanders players cited last season's blowout loss to the Bears as the turning point in their season. When the teams face each other this time, Chicago's roster will be significantly upgraded and more equipped to create matchup issues.
Yet Washington might still get another shot at former Bears quarterback Justin Fields, who is now in Pittsburgh. The Commanders host the Steelers in Week 10, then take on Jalen Hurts and the Eagles on only a few days of rest on "Thursday Night Football."
For the third consecutive season the Commanders will close out against the Cowboys, and this game will have even more significance with the hiring of Coach Dan Quinn, the Cowboys' former defensive coordinator, and the signings of multiple ex-Cowboys, including defensive end Dorance Armstrong and center Tyler Biadasz. The Commanders have lost their past three games at AT&T Stadium. The rivals' first meeting will be in Week 12 in Landover.
The Commanders will return from their bye to play at Caesars Superdome in New Orleans, home of Super Bowl LIX, for the first time since 2018. Washington has not won a game there since its 2012 opener, when Robert Griffin III threw for 320 yards and two touchdowns in his NFL debut.
Another reunion will take place in Week 17, when Kirk Cousins, now with the Atlanta Falcons, plays at Commanders Field for only the third time since leaving the franchise; he hasn't lost there as a visitor yet. That game will be the team's last of nine home games, which means it has two preseason games on the road, against the New York Jets and the Miami Dolphins. The dates and times for those games will be announced at a later date. The third and final preseason game will be in Landover against the New England Patriots on Aug. 25.
Despite the newness in Washington and the intrigue that comes with drafting a quarterback such as Daniels, the Commanders will not play internationally this year. The league's five international matchups -- two at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London; another at Wembley Stadium in London; one in Munich; and another, the first, in Sao Paulo, Brazil -- were announced early Wednesday.
But the many changes have the Commanders already lauding a renewed feeling in Ashburn.
"A completely different energy from the second we kind of walked into the first team meeting," wide receiver Jahan Dotson said this week. "Coach Quinn really emphasized that we're really a team. We got to come together as soon as possible so we can make things happen when the games roll around in the regular season."
That starts Sept. 8 in Tampa.
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