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Spain, Norway and Ireland Recognize Palestinian State, Further Isolating Israel



The moves, while largely symbolic, were welcomed by Palestinians and denounced by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who called them "a prize for terrorism."




A makeshift Palestinian shop next to buildings destroyed in an Israeli strike, in the southern Gaza Strip on Wednesday.




By Aaron Boxerman, Emma Bubola and Michael Levenson


May 22, 2024


Spain, Norway and Ireland said on Wednesday that they would recognize an independent Palestinian state, delivering a diplomatic blow to Israel that showed the country's growing isolation on the world stage more than seven months into its devastating military offensive in the Gaza Strip.



In closely coordinated announcements, the leaders of the three countries said that Palestinian independence cannot wait for a negotiated peace deal with Israel's right-wing government, which largely opposes a two-state solution, has been expanding settlements in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and is continuing to bombard Gaza without either toppling Hamas or bringing home all its hostages.



Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has also frustrated world leaders -- and two members of his war cabinet -- with his refusal to establish a postwar plan to govern Gaza, where the health authorities say that more than 35,000 people have been killed.



Simon Harris, the Irish prime minister, linked his government's decision to Ireland's quest for independence from Britain. "From our own history, we know what it means: Recognition is an act of powerful political and symbolic value," he said at a news briefing.



The announcements by all three countries came just days after the International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor 
requested arrest warrants
 for Mr. Netanyahu and Israel's defense minister, Yoav Gallant, on suspicion of war crimes. He also sought warrants for three top leaders of Hamas.




Prime Minister Simon Harris of Ireland, center, said his government's decision to recognize a Palestinian state "is an act of powerful political and symbolic value."




Palestinian leaders in the West Bank welcomed the recognition by the three countries as an important 
symbolic gesture
. Serious negotiations on a two-state solution have not been held for over a decade. And some observers argue that by not recognizing a Palestinian state, the West has enabled a far-right Israeli agenda opposed to its existence.



"We believe it will help preserve the two-state solution and give Palestinians hope that they will have their own state side by side with Israel in peace and security," Ziad Abu Amr, a senior Palestinian official in the West Bank, said in an interview.



More than 140 countries have recognized Palestinian statehood. But most countries in Western Europe and the United States have not, arguing that statehood can come only through a negotiated agreement with Israel.



Mr. Netanyahu, who has said that the establishment of a Palestinian state would pose an "
existential danger
" to Israel, denounced the moves on Wednesday, calling them "a prize for terrorism." He said that they would "not stop us from reaching a victory over Hamas."



Israel Katz, Israel's foreign minister, said he had summoned the ambassadors of Spain, Norway and Ireland for a "severe scolding" after their governments decided "to award a gold medal to Hamas terrorists."



In a statement 
on social media
, Mr. Katz said he would show the ambassadors "a video of the brutal and cruel kidnapping of our daughters by Hamas terrorists, to emphasize the distorted decision their governments have made."




The Palestinian Embassy in Madrid. On Wednesday, Spain was one of three E.U. countries that said they would recognize an independent Palestinian state.




He was referring to footage released on Wednesday by some of the hostages' families that showed the abduction of female Israeli soldiers on Oct. 7.



In the video, which was not independently verified by The New York Times, Palestinian fighters, some wearing Hamas headbands, can be seen binding the hands of five Israeli female hostages who served as lookouts at Nahal Oz, a military base near the Gaza border. At least two of the hostages' faces are bloodied. The militants repeatedly threaten the soldiers.



The families said they hoped the footage would pressure the Israeli government to revive apparently stalled cease-fire talks that could pave the way for the release of the hostages still being held in Gaza.



"I'm asking you, please, show this clip every day, open your broadcasts with it -- until somebody wakes up, the nation wakes up, and realizes that they've been abandoned there for 229 days," Eli Albag, whose daughter Liri can be seen in the video, told Israel's Channel 12.



Talks to secure the release of the more than 125 living and dead hostages have been at a standstill since Israel began its assault on the southern city of Rafah in early May. Israeli forces operating in northern Gaza recently retrieved the bodies of four Israelis abducted on Oct. 7, heightening fears for the remaining captives.



In an interview on Wednesday, Jonas Gahr Store, the prime minister of Norway, said that by offering support to Palestinians who favor democracy and a sovereign Palestine alongside Israel, Norway was hoping to break what he sees as "a downward spiral, with militant groups like Hamas setting the agenda on the Palestinian side" and the Israeli government "establishing hundreds of thousands of settlers" on occupied land.



Norway's support for Palestinian statehood carried particular significance because it hosted the clandestine talks that led to the Oslo Accords, the 1993 framework for peace that many hoped would resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.




Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store of Norway announcing that his government will recognize Palestine as an independent state.




On Wednesday, the Biden administration reiterated its view that Palestinian statehood must come through negotiations with the Israelis.



"The president is a strong supporter of a two-state solution and has been throughout his career," said Adrienne Watson, a spokeswoman for the National Security Council. "He believes a Palestinian state should be realized through direct negotiations between the parties, not through unilateral recognition."



Acting at least partly in response to Norway, Spain and Ireland, Bezalel Smotrich, the Israeli finance minister, said that Israel would cease transferring key funding to the Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the West Bank. A spokesman for his office blamed the authority's leaders for campaigning for Palestinian recognition in Europe.



"They are acting against Israel legally, diplomatically and for unilateral recognition," said the spokesman, Eytan Fuld. "When they act against the state of Israel, there must be a response."



The authority's finances were already in disarray because of tightened Israeli restrictions on its funding and a depressed West Bank economy stemming from the war in Gaza. This month, the authority managed to pay only 
50 percent
 of the salaries of tens of thousands of civil servants.



Jake Sullivan, the U.S. national security adviser, called Mr. Smotrich's decision to withhold funds for the Palestinian Authority "wrong on a strategic basis."



"It undermines the search for security and prosperity for the Palestinian people, which is in Israel's interest," he said. "And I think it's wrong to withhold funds that provide basic goods and services to innocent people."



Mohammad Mustafa, the recently inaugurated Palestinian Authority prime minister, said that the dire fiscal situation was contributing to a "very serious moment" in the West Bank, where more than 500 Palestinians have been killed since Oct. 7, many in clashes with Israeli forces, according to the authority's Health Ministry.



"We go through an extremely difficult time trying to deliver services to our people on the ground, and they're already under military action," Mr. Mustafa said in a video distributed by his office. "And on top of that, we cannot pay them to do the basic things. This is war."




Burning tires on the streets of the West Bank city of Jenin, where Israeli officials said soldiers were carrying out counterterrorism operations on Wednesday. 




On Wednesday, Israeli forces extended a military raid into the West Bank city of Jenin, where Palestinian officials said that at least 11 people, including two high school students, a doctor and a teacher, had been killed in recent days. Israeli officials have said that the soldiers were carrying out counterterrorism operations.



Yair Lapid, the leader of Israel's parliamentary opposition, said that he agreed with Mr. Netanyahu that the decisions by Spain, Norway and Ireland were "disgraceful." But he also called it "an unprecedented diplomatic failure" for Israel, an implicit rebuke of Mr. Netanyahu.



Maya Sion-Tzidkiyahu, an expert on Israeli-European relations at Mitvim, an Israeli foreign policy research group, said the announcements reflected how much global support Israel has lost since the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attacks killed 1,200 people in Israel and led to the abduction of more than 200 others, according to the Israeli authorities.



"It proves again to us, as Israelis, the extent to which we are ever more isolated," she said.



Spain, Ireland and 
Norway
 have all strongly criticized Israel's prosecution of the war and have historically been strong supporters of the Palestinians. As a result, their announcements may not exert much pressure on Israel, Ms. Sion-Tzidkiyahu said. If Germany or France, which are more closely allied with Israel, were to embrace Palestinian statehood, it would carry more weight, she said.



"For now, we can live with it, because it does not have any real meaning," Ms. Sion-Tzidkiyahu said. "It has no effect on the ground."



Reporting was contributed by 
Steven Erlanger
, 
Henrik Pryser Libell
, 
Adam Rasgon
, 
Victoria Kim
, 
Raja Abdulrahim
, 
Megan Specia
 and 
Michael D. Shear
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/world/middleeast/spain-norway-ireland-palestinian-statehood-israel.html
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America's Monster



How the United States backed kidnapping, torture and murder in Afghanistan.



By Azam Ahmed and Matthieu Aikins
Photographs by Bryan Denton


May 22, 2024


The convoy rumbled into the Taliban heartland, a white desert littered with stones. Over the loudspeakers at the local mosque, the Afghan police officers ordered everyone to gather: The commander was here.



Dozens assembled in the mud square to listen as Abdul Raziq, one of America's most important partners in the war against the Taliban, stood before the crowd, gesturing at two prisoners he had brought along to make his point.



The prisoners knelt with their hands bound as Raziq spoke to his men. A pair of his officers raised their rifles and opened fire, sending the prisoners into spasms on the reddening earth. In the silence that followed, Raziq addressed the crowd, three witnesses said.



"You will learn to respect me and reject the Taliban," Raziq said after the killings, which took place in the winter of 2010, according to the witnesses and relatives of both men. "Because I will come back and do this again and again, and no one is going to stop me."



For years, American military leaders lionized Raziq as a model partner in Afghanistan, their "if only" ally in the battle against the Taliban: 
If only everyone fought like Raziq, we might actually win this war, 
American commanders often said.




Abdul Raziq at his home in Kandahar City in 2015, shadowed by one of his many bodyguards.




He ruled over the crucial battleground of Kandahar during a period when the United States had more troops on the ground than in any other chapter of the war, ultimately rising to lieutenant general thanks to the backing of the United States. American generals cycling through Afghanistan made regular pilgrimages to visit him, praising his courage, his ferocious war fighting and the loyalty he commanded from his men, who were trained, armed and paid by the United States and its allies.



The Americans were by his side until the very end. When he was 
gunned down
 by an undercover Taliban assassin in 2018, he was walking next to the top American commander in Afghanistan, Gen. Austin S. Miller, who celebrated him as a "great friend" and "patriot."



But to countless Afghan civilians under his reign, Raziq was something else entirely: America's monster.



His battlefield prowess was built on years of torture, extrajudicial killings and the largest-known campaign of forced disappearances during America's 20-year war in Afghanistan, a New York Times investigation into thousands of cases during his rule found.



The Times obtained hundreds of pages of documents written by the former American-backed government, more than a decade's worth of hidden ledgers bearing clues to his campaign of abuse. He transformed the police into a fearsome combat force without constraints, and his officers abducted hundreds, if not thousands, of people to be killed or tortured in secret jails, The Times found. Most were never seen again.



The culture of lawlessness and impunity he created flew in the face of endless promises by American presidents, generals and ambassadors to uphold human rights and build a better Afghanistan.



And it helps explain why the United States lost the war.




American and Afghan soldiers blowing up a Taliban firing position in Kandahar Province in 2013.




For nearly two decades, the American public saw only part of the war in Afghanistan. Large parts of the country and its people were off limits to outsiders, impossible to chronicle fully during the fighting. Now that it's over, the Taliban are no longer planting roadside bombs, and many have swapped their AK-47s for three-ring binders and a stifling bureaucracy.



The Times spent more than a year visiting parts of Afghanistan that were once active battlefields, trying to figure out what really happened during America's longest war.



We interviewed many hundreds of people who said their fathers, husbands, sons and brothers had disappeared under Raziq, the police chief responsible for security across Kandahar Province, the birthplace of the Taliban. They saw his rule as little more than a brutal campaign against civilians, underwritten by the United States.



His acts not only discredited the American war effort -- breeding profound resentment that pushed people to support the Taliban -- but embodied it in many ways as well. Across Afghanistan, the United States elevated and empowered warlords, corrupt politicians and outright criminals to prosecute a war of military expediency in which the ends often justified the means.



The Taliban committed countless atrocities of their own against civilians, including suicide attacks, assassinations and kidnappings for ransom.



But it was a mistake to "keep a really bad criminal because he was helpful in fighting worse criminals," said Gen. John R. Allen, who said he tried to limit cooperation with Raziq when he was overseeing coalition forces in the Afghan war from 2011 to 2013.




Gen. John R. Allen, retired, in Washington this month.




While Raziq's tactics worked in some respects, beating back the Taliban in Kandahar and earning him the admiration of many who opposed them, the strategy came at a clear cost. It stirred such enmity in parts of the population that the Taliban turned his cruelty into a recruiting tool, broadcasting it to attract new fighters. Many Afghans came to revile the American-backed government and everything it represented.



"None of us supported the Taliban, at least not at first," said Fazul Rahman, whose brother was abducted in front of witnesses during Raziq's reign. "But when the government collapsed, I ran through the streets, rejoicing."



Even some who cheered the ruthlessness Raziq wielded against his enemies lamented the broader corruption and criminality he helped enshrine, a key part of why the Afghan government collapsed in 2021. After his death, his commanders expanded their predation further, extorting ordinary people and stealing from their own men's wages and supplies.



"What they brought under the name of democracy was a system in the hands of a few mafia groups," said Qari Mohammad Mubarak, who ran a girls' school in Kandahar and initially supported the government. "The people came to hate democracy."



Many American commanders, diplomats and their allies in Afghanistan knew at the time they were bankrolling a war that strayed far outside international law.



"Sometimes we asked Raziq about incidents of alleged human rights abuses, and when we got answers we would be like, 'Whoa, I hope we didn't implicate ourselves in a war crime just by hearing about it,'" said Henry Ensher, a State Department official who held multiple posts on Afghanistan, including as the top civilian representative in Kandahar in 2010 and 2011, when he worked with Raziq.



"We knew what we were doing, but we didn't think we had a choice," Ensher said.



Most American leaders -- including more than a dozen interviewed by The Times -- said that Raziq had been seen as the only partner capable of beating back the Taliban in the heartland of the insurgency, where a pitched battle for dominance was underway.



"In the moment, we might have succeeded, but so what?" Ensher said. "The entire enterprise was flawed."



Many Afghans say Raziq used the Americans and their military might to pursue a personal vendetta, taking vengeance against the rivals his tribe had been fighting for decades.



In interviews, many former senior American officials acknowledged that they never grasped that dynamic. It was a defining characteristic over a generation of combat -- how little the United States understood about the war it was waging.



The United Nations, human rights groups and news outlets raised serious concerns about Raziq and his forces, but independent investigations were limited, especially with the region so impenetrable during the war.



To determine the extent of the abuses, The Times combed through more than 50,000 handwritten complaints that had been scrawled into the Kandahar governor's ledgers from 2011 through 
the end of the war
 in 2021. In them, we found the rudimentary details of almost 2,200 cases of suspected disappearances.




Ledgers of civil complaints, including missing-person reports, at the Kandahar provincial government offices.




From there, we went to hundreds of homes across Kandahar and tracked down nearly 1,000 people who said their loved ones had disappeared, been killed or been taken by government security forces.



All together, The Times collected detailed evidence of 368 cases of forced disappearances and dozens of extrajudicial killings attributed to American-backed forces in Kandahar. We counted only cases that were corroborated by at least two people, many of them eyewitnesses to the abductions, and they were often documented with police reports, affidavits and other government records as well.



In all of the cases of forced disappearances, the person is still missing.



These figures are almost certainly a gross undercount of the atrocities during Raziq's reign. We could not canvas all of Kandahar, home to more than a million people. And the more than 2,000 suspected cases we found in the government's ledgers were most likely just an inkling of what really happened. Most of the families we interviewed had never formally reported their loved ones missing, out of fear of retribution or the danger of traveling during the war.



Beyond that, the police destroyed many of their records as the Taliban reached the outskirts of Kandahar City in 2021, former senior officials said. The exact number who were abducted and never seen again may be impossible to know.



What is clear, however, is who was responsible: Only the American-backed government consistently engaged in forced disappearances in Kandahar, former officials, combatants and families of the victims said.



"The Taliban didn't need to disappear people -- they just killed them where they found them," said Hasti Mohammad, a former government official in charge of the Panjwai district in Kandahar. "The government disappeared people because what they were doing was illegal. They were hiding from the law."



The cases confirmed by The Times amount to the largest campaign of forced disappearances in Afghanistan since tens of thousands went missing after the Soviet-backed communist coup in 1978, an assessment of previous atrocities shows.



As the victims mourned their loved ones, they confronted their own powerlessness. Raziq was untouchable, thanks to the ironclad support of the United States and its NATO allies.




Haji Mahmad Rahim at his shop in Kandahar City. His eldest son, Mahmad Rahim Barialae, disappeared in 2016 from the tailor shop next door.




"We would ask ourselves: 'Are we creating something here that we may regret later?'" said Col. Robert Waltemeyer, a former Special Forces officer who worked with Raziq.



But there was no one better at fighting the Taliban, he said, adding that he never witnessed Raziq do anything illegal. When the United States sent tens of thousands of American soldiers to Afghanistan during the 
so-called surge
 announced in 2009, hoping to wrest control of the south, Raziq was central to the effort.



"He was probably the most important person in the entire surge," Waltemeyer said.



The United States pushed for Raziq to lead the police forces who fought alongside American troops, he said, because "he showed up, and his troops showed up, to fight, not just to watch the Americans fight."



In effect, Waltemeyer said, "We created Raziq."



"You look at every U.S. war and it's the same," he said. "We create regrets."



'Abdul Raziq's work'



Fazul Rahman raced to the grease-stained motorcycle shop the moment he got the call: His brother, a mechanic, had just been kidnapped.



In a panic, the shop workers told him that three men in civilian clothes had pulled up in an unmarked Toyota Corolla on the morning of Sept. 3, 2016, asking his brother to take a look at a generator in the trunk.



Then, in full view of a crowd of onlookers, they said, the men wrestled Fazul's brother, Ahmad, 28, into the car and sped away.



To Fazul and everyone else present, the culprits were obvious: the police. Under Raziq, Kandahar's security forces had become notorious for snatching anyone they suspected of working with Taliban insurgents. Many simply disappeared. Others turned up as mutilated corpses, discarded in the streets. A lucky few were released alive, bearing wounds and accounts of torture.



Some of the missing were, in fact, Taliban, their families said. Others, their relatives insisted, were not. Many were simply part of the working class: mechanics, tailors and taxi drivers who had nothing to do with the war, their families said.




The repair shop in Kandahar City where Ahmad Rahman was abducted.




Desperate to find his brother, Fazul gathered elders and hurried to the local police station. The officers denied arresting his brother, so he headed to the palace of the American-backed governor, joining the line to submit complaints.



The handwritten government ledgers reviewed by The Times show his plea: Volume 4 from 2016, Entry No. 591 -- Ahmad, son of Abdur Rahman.



There were thousands of families just like his, all with the same burning question. What had the government done with their loved ones?



After filing his complaint, Fazul worried. What would happen if he pushed too hard? The police were abducting and disappearing people on mere suspicions, never mind someone openly accusing them of kidnapping.



"The police were getting angry," he said. "They'd beat us and say, 'Why do you keep coming?'"



Still, another force, more potent than fear, was driving him: his mother, Malika.



Women were rarely seen or heard making public demands in conservative Afghanistan, especially in the south. But Fazul and Ahmad were all their mother had; their father had died of cancer more than 20 years earlier, leaving her to raise them on her own.



"For months, from morning to night, I went from the police to the governor's offices and waited for someone to see me," she said.



Outside the offices, scribes charged a small fee to write out complaints for people who, like Fazul and his mother, were illiterate. Many of the petitions were in Malika's name, and the family provided copies of them to The Times.



"Please help find and release my innocent son," one said. It carried the signatures of 11 local elders, all attesting that her son was not in the Taliban.



Soon, Fazul and his mother got to know other families searching for missing people. Having a relative arrested on suspicion of being an insurgent tarred them with the same brush. But the presence of women gave them some license to make demands.



Aliyah's son, Salahuddin, a rickshaw driver, had been snatched from outside his home as he walked to the mosque.




The original missing-person complaint paperwork and passport pictures for Salahuddin, a rickshaw driver who disappeared in 2016.




"There was nowhere that I wouldn't go to find my son," Aliyah said. "But we had no idea whether he was dead or alive."



A third man, Daud, had been taken in 2015. With no immediate family to look for him, a neighbor, Seema, became his advocate.



Frustrated by how often the families returned, an employee at the governor's palace told Fazul to put together a list of the missing. A scribe helped Fazul take down the names in his impromptu group: 17 families, at first.



The list, scribbled on a sheet of plain white paper, was soon expanded, passed around, photocopied and texted.



Like Ahmad, many of the victims had been grabbed off the streets or from workplaces by armed men in plainclothes in front of witnesses. Some had simply vanished, like Abdul Wahid, whose brother, a butcher, last saw him when he sent him home with some meat for dinner. Others, like Habib Rahman, had been arrested by uniformed officers while out with friends.



Their relatives clung to the hope that they might still be alive in one of the many unofficial detention sites, often called "private prisons," maintained by Raziq's forces.



The families went to the Red Cross to study photos of unidentified bodies that had been collected and buried, and then to the morgue to see the newly discovered corpses. Some had been suffocated, shot in the head or dumped with their hands still tied.



The group paid bribes to find answers. Most had already shelled out money to unscrupulous police officers, to no avail. Then, in late 2016, a break: One of their missing was returned, finally offering a clear account of what was happening to their loved ones.




Kandahar's District 3, where many of those who are missing resided.




Nisar Ahmad, 23, had been abducted a month earlier, not long after a bomb attack targeting one of Raziq's commanders left the area on edge. Two men in plainclothes took him at gunpoint.



Inside a shipping container, a group of men, some in police uniform, took turns beating him, he said. They stuffed a plastic bag into his mouth and poured water over his face, nearly suffocating him. Most shamefully, he said, they twisted his genitals, permanently damaging them.



The police told him to make a confession, and recorded it, he said: "After I confessed, they didn't torture me anymore."



That night, he was blindfolded and driven to another location. Through a barred window, he saw a spindly mountaintop and the green, red and black flag of Afghanistan, he said. (A former police detective said the site appeared to be the District 9 station in Kandahar City.)



Eventually, Nisar's father, Mohammad Fazluddin, received a phone call from a police officer, he said, demanding the equivalent of $900 -- a staggering amount -- to release his son. Mohammad agreed, dropping off the money at an auto repair shop as instructed, and his son was let go, he said.



"It's a miracle," he said, taking the release as a sign that the police knew his son was innocent.



In private, the families said, some of the police acknowledged they had taken their loved ones. So, Fazul and the others buttonholed every official possible.



They insisted there was nothing they could do, he said.



"They all knew exactly what was happening," Fazul said. "They said: 'We have nothing to do with this. This is Abdul Raziq's work.'"



Finally, Fazul got a meeting with the governor of Kandahar. The mothers joined more than a dozen men to plead and scold for the missing on their list.




Fazul Rahman in Kandahar City last year.




Malika, Fazul's mother, was furious, accusing the officials of corruption and cowardice, of robbing her of the most precious thing in life. At one point, they recalled, the governor's guards warned her not to speak so bluntly.



"You people have taken my son," she responded, looking at the governor, people in the room recalled. "If you want to kill me, then kill me, but I won't hold my tongue."



The hectoring paid off. Their list landed on the desk of Raziq himself.



He summoned them for a meeting.



The other war



Disappearances were hardly new in Kandahar, a place ravaged by more than four decades of war. Even Raziq had lost someone.



His father had been a driver, often going to the border with Pakistan. One day, while Raziq was still a boy, his father disappeared on a routine trip, vanishing in the vast desert.



His family, members of the Achakzai tribe, blamed their longtime rivals: the Noorzai. The two tribes had been locked in a deadly feud that stretched back decades, long before the Taliban came to power.



"He was killed because he was Achakzai," Tadin Khan, Raziq's younger brother, told The Times. "His body disappeared."



Raziq went on to author the most brutal campaign of enforced disappearances in his country in decades. And it often targeted this rival tribe, the Noorzai, many of whom supported the Taliban.




Raziq at his home in 2015.




That is something the Americans generally failed to understand: A tribal and family dynamic, not just a hatred of the Taliban, animated Raziq's war. In fact, the cluster of villages where Raziq summoned the crowd, killed the two prisoners and then threatened the onlookers was mostly made up of Noorzai.



"He killed them like dogs," said Haji Dilbar, a villager who described being in the crowd that Raziq had assembled to witness the killings.



As his friends tell it, Raziq first picked up a gun as a teenager, fighting under his uncle during the civil war that came after the collapse of the Soviet-backed government. In 1994, his uncle was killed by the Taliban, who hanged his body from the barrel of a tank.



When the U.S. invasion began in 2001, Raziq started fighting on the American side, joining a militia to clear the Taliban out of Kandahar. Later, those same forces became the border police and served under Raziq, still in his 20s at the time.



Largely illiterate, he compensated with his intelligence and charisma, distinguishing himself as a fearless fighter who knew the deserts straddling the border, as his father did.



By 2010, as the Taliban gained ground across the south, Raziq had held back the insurgents in the areas around his home district, called Spin Boldak. American commanders knew he was corrupt, running a mafia-style racket on trade across the border. He was suspected of being involved in the poppy trade.



Allegations of extrajudicial killings also dogged Raziq for years, dating back to the early days of the American-backed government. Noorzai elders said they had complained of murders to American military officials, but were ignored.



Lt. Col. Andrew Green, who worked closely with Raziq in 2010 and 2011, said that confirming the allegations had been impossible because the events happened deep in Taliban territory.



Moreover, he said, law enforcement in Afghanistan was barely functional. The courts were corrupt, and most people could pay their way out of jail, leaving the police with few options.



"In Afghanistan, the police shoot people," he said. "While you can't say it's a good thing, it's sort of what is done."



The worries about Raziq spread. A State Department report documented a 2006 episode in which he executed 16 men he accused of being Taliban. In 2009, he was accused of torture and keeping private prisons by the Afghan human rights commission.



The so-called surge became a major turning point for him. In 2009, hoping to beat back a resurgent Taliban, President Barack Obama 
announced
 that he would send thousands of additional troops to Afghanistan, focusing on Kandahar and Helmand Provinces, two Taliban strongholds.




Police officers from Kandahar preparing to go on a mission with American and Afghan Army forces in 2013.




The Americans wanted a partner who was unafraid to confront the Taliban head-on, like Raziq. Yet they were also debating what to do about "bad actors" who undermined the legitimacy of the Afghan government, also like Raziq.



"There were lots of conversations about whether we should mentor Raziq or imprison him," recalled Green, the American officer, who had investigated him for other issues, including graft.



The Americans chose the former. They needed him.



After the police chief of Kandahar was assassinated in 2011, Raziq was given the job. He became a general and appointed commanders from his Achakzai tribe to key positions in Kandahar.



United Nations investigators called four of them -- three of whom were his relatives -- the "four horsemen" for the many allegations of torture and extrajudicial killings against them. One of them, a Raziq family member, was responsible for organizing death squads, according to police officers who worked with him. His men roved the city in unmarked cars, wearing plainclothes.



Deeming the court system corrupt, Raziq ordered his commanders to kill suspected Taliban, former officers and officials said. Those who refused to kill captives were dismissed.



"He told me: 'Why are you bringing these Taliban to the station? Why aren't you killing them? What are you afraid of?'" said one former city district chief who, like some others, spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of retribution.



The victims were taken for a "sand picnic" and dumped in remote areas, down wells or where the shifting desert sands would cover them, according to former police officers and internal United Nations reports.




Sidiq, who is now 14, was still a young child when his father, Qareh Saleh, was killed by Raziq's forces.




One senior police officer said he had complained to Raziq about finding bodies dumped in his district.



"I told him, 'They're in my area; it's going to be blamed on me,'" the officer said. He recalled Raziq laughing before agreeing to tell his men to be more careful.



A 2013 United Nations report noted a surge in unidentified bodies, some still handcuffed, dumped in Kandahar City and dozens of reported disappearances, citing the "increased level of brutality" and torture under Raziq.



Within two months of his appointment as police chief, the Americans stopped transferring detainees to Afghan security forces in Kandahar because of reports of abuses and executions.



"I pulled the intel on the guy and it was pretty horrific," Allen, the American general, said.



Still, American support continued to flow to Raziq, who was popular with U.S. officers and considered vital to winning the war.



While Col. Bill Carty, the head of U.S. Special Forces in Kandahar, was visiting Raziq in 2012, a suicide bomber struck. Carty threw himself on top of Raziq to shield him, and then gave the general his own body armor to wear, according to an account Carty gave in the book, "
One Hundred Victories
," and confirmed to The Times.



"Why did you give me your vest?" Raziq asked.



"There are thousands of me," Carty recalled replying, emphasizing the importance of Raziq's role as police chief. "But there is only one of you."



Guests of the general



At his headquarters, Raziq greeted Fazul and the other family members in his white civilian robes. Because he couldn't read, his secretary said aloud the names on the list Fazul had provided for him.



Getting the meeting was no easy feat. By then, the Taliban had made so many attempts on the general's life that he joked to friends that he had lost count.



But in person, Raziq was polite, several of the attendees recalled, and allowed each of them to speak their minds. When everyone finished, the general spoke.



He did not trust the courts, the families recounted him saying. The judges let criminals go free, the prosecutors were ineffective, and justice could always be bought for a price. He preferred to administer his own justice.




Fazul, with his mother, Malika, holding some of the missing-person complaints that were filed after his brother, Ahmad, was taken in 2016.




He spoke to a few family members directly, including Shah Mohammad, whose brother, Neda, was on Fazul's list. The general told him that Neda had been involved in the murder of police officers, an accusation he struggled to believe; Neda sold vegetables from a pushcart in the market.



Before the meeting ended, the general turned to Seema, whose adoptive son Daud had disappeared months earlier. He would be returned, the general said without explanation.



Not long after, Daud was set free.



After getting out, Daud told the families how he had been kept in a dark cell for months at an unofficial detention site. He was beaten and abused regularly, until, after the general's intervention, he was transferred to a formal prison before being let go. He told the others that he had not seen any of their loved ones.



Still, a painful wave of hope washed over the families. They began to dream that, perhaps, their children might still be alive. But that is the problem with hope, and not knowing: Without the closure of death, they could never properly grieve.




Abdul Rahman in his family's fields in a remote part of Kandahar. He said Raziq had personally overseen the extrajudicial execution of his brother, Mohammad Ako.




For the perpetrators, disappearances carry a cruel logic. Though they can be crimes against humanity, there is little evidence without a body, especially when someone is snatched without witnesses or by officers in civilian clothes and cars.



Yet the disappearances inflicted unique wounds for many Afghans. Often, wives were told they could not remarry until their husbands were proved dead. Some with young children were left unable to support themselves.



"What General Raziq did in terms of killing and disappearing was worse than everything else that happened in the rest of Afghanistan," said Sayed Abdul Karim, the father of one of the young men on Fazul's list. "I wish that we could bury his bones somewhere. If we had a grave, we could go there and pray."



The cruelty bred other cruelties, like the cottage industry of hustlers that emerged to take advantage of parents' desperation. Fazul and his mother fell victim to a scam, traveling to Kabul to pay an intelligence official several thousand dollars for Ahmad's return, a trip that nearly ended with Fazul himself getting kidnapped. Others paid more.



Some decided their families should be joined by more than tragedy alone. Fazul's cousin married the son of the missing rickshaw driver, Salahuddin.



He had been gone so long that, by then, his son was of marrying age.



The insurgents rise



The shock came on Oct. 18, 2018: Raziq was 
gunned down by a Taliban assassin
 who had infiltrated the governor's guards.



The Taliban crowed.




Raziq's funeral in Kandahar in 2018.




They had long used Raziq's brutality to recruit fighters and whip up anger in videos and pamphlets that showcased his abuses.



But his death allowed the insurgents to broadcast their ability to kill even the most protected commanders -- one who was walking just paces away from Miller, the top American commander in Afghanistan, at the time of his death.



The Taliban said they had chosen to target Raziq over anyone else at the meeting, including the American four-star general, who escaped injury.



"He was more important to us than Scott Miller," said Maulavi Ebrar Ahmad Habib, a Taliban commander who oversaw assassinations in Kandahar during those years.



Fazul and the others hoped things would change with Raziq's death. For the most part, nothing did.



Raziq's brother, Tadin, took over as police chief of Kandahar. He told The Times that neither he nor his brother had waged campaigns of forced disappearances. Officials said he simply continued the system his brother had built.



When the war began, Fazul and the others imagined the Americans would bring investment and opportunity. They envisioned good jobs, better homes, prosperity. But their good will evaporated quickly as their loved ones disappeared.



It was not that everyone embraced the Taliban, residents said; they just came to detest the Afghan government and the Americans who propped it up.



That erosion of support -- not just among the families of the missing, but also among many Afghans disenchanted by the broader corruption and unchecked abuses of the Americans and their Afghan partners -- was part of the collapse of Kandahar, as it was elsewhere in the country.




Sorting freshly harvested pomegranates in Kandahar's Arghandab River valley last year. During the war, it was one of the most violent districts of the province.




The impunity and criminality that Raziq fostered metastasized after his death, eating away at Kandahar from within. As the Taliban grew stronger, wage and supply theft within government forces devastated morale, as did infighting among his commanders, paralyzing their ability to fight.



Fazul's group prayed for an insurgent victory, clinging to the hope that once the government was toppled, they might discover what had become of their relatives.



And once the United States withdrew from Afghanistan, leading to 
the collapse
 of the Afghan government in 2021, the Taliban went from prison to prison, emptying cells.



Thousands of people from across the province flooded into Kandahar City. Fazul heard that hundreds of prisoners had been extracted from the basement of the police headquarters. Huge crowds gathered outside of the governor's compound, jostling for a look at those who exited.



Fazul joined them, racing downtown to scour public facilities. Having no luck in Kandahar City, he and others descended on Spin Boldak, where Raziq got his start. Hundreds waited there, too, scanning the crowds for their missing loved ones. Fazul counted the people freed from unofficial detention sites. His brother wasn't one of them.



Rohullah Akhunzada, who was part of Fazul's group, looked for his own brother in a basement prison, its dank, low ceilings a harrowing indication of what so many Afghans had been forced to endure. He found no sign of him.



"We still don't know," he said.



Having looked everywhere, another of Fazul's compatriots, Fazl Raheem, approached the Taliban to ask for news of his brother.



The Taliban told him that all of the prisons had been emptied. Everyone still alive is already with their families, he recalled them saying.



The crowds drifted, hoping for one more place their loved ones could materialize. Many went to the crowded bus station in Kandahar City to scan the prisoners returning from Bagram Air Base, where the Americans, and later the Afghans, had kept thousands of detainees.



The urgency and desperation rose like a fever. So, too, did the familiar despondence when Fazul's brother was nowhere to be found.



A legacy ignored



Since the collapse, mass graves have turned up in Kandahar, prompting renewed searches from relatives who show up at desert sites and hospital morgues, or share photographs of skeletal remains. But there is no organized search for the missing in Kandahar.



After years of pressure from the United States, prosecutors at the International Criminal Court have said they are de-prioritizing investigations into abuses committed by American-backed forces. The United Nations has focused on abuses carried out by the new Taliban government, accusing it of its own campaign of extrajudicial killings and torture.




Aliyah and Ghawsudin, the mother and brother of Salahuddin, who disappeared in 2016, photographed at home in Kandahar City.




The Times sued the American government for its files on Raziq. Nearly a year later, the military and the State Department have turned over only a handful of documents. Few military leaders from that era had any interest in revisiting his legacy, and what it reveals about the American war effort.



"The reason you have insurgencies is because of injustice, and Raziq represented the very worst," said Allen, the American general. He added: "Raziq created the very injustice that gave the Taliban its edge on us."



To commemorate Raziq, the former Afghan government had begun erecting a mausoleum for him, a giant, mosque-like structure beside the governor's palace, a memorial fit for a national hero. Many see him that way, as a champion of those who oppose the Taliban.



Rather than destroy it, the Taliban have surrounded the edifice with concrete blast walls, careful not to antagonize the large swathe of the population that still reveres the general. It is blocked but visible, its dome and minarets peeking over the barrier.



There are no monuments to the missing. Of the 17 people on his original list, Fazul knows of only three who came home alive.



"I still have hope that he will return, even though I know he is probably dead," said Malika, Fazul and Ahmad's mother. "My tears have not dried since he disappeared."




Raziq's mausoleum in the center of Kandahar is surrounded by blast walls and closed to the public.




Abdul Nafi and Shir Ali Farhad contributed reporting from Kandahar. Produced by 
Sean Catangui
, 
Leo Dominguez
 and 
Rumsey Taylor
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/world/asia/afghanistan-abdul-raziq.html
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'Silicon Valley Princess': Inside the Life of Nicole Shanahan, R.F.K. Jr.'s Running Mate



Ms. Shanahan, a lawyer who was married to Sergey Brin, a Google founder, led a rarefied and sometimes turbulent life in Silicon Valley, according to a Times examination.




Nicole Shanahan, a philanthropist, has recently stepped into the spotlight as Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s vice-presidential candidate.




By Kirsten Grind


May 22, 2024


When 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
 was considering potential running mates for his presidential run, his 
shortlist was initially topped
 by two well-known men with unusual resumes: Aaron Rodgers, the N.F.L. quarterback and frequent 
purveyor of conspiracy theories
, and Jesse Ventura, the former governor of Minnesota and professional wrestler known as "The Body."



Instead, Mr. Kennedy made a surprise pick -- a woman and a little-known figure with an unusual background: 
Nicole Shanahan
.



Ms. Shanahan, 38, a onetime Silicon Valley lawyer, has never held public office and has scant name recognition. But she was selected after Mr. Rodgers and Mr. Ventura fell through as vice-presidential candidates and Mr. Kennedy's campaign needed money to fund its efforts to get onto state ballots, three people familiar with the events said. And money was something that Ms. Shanahan could provide in abundance.



Ms. Shanahan has a fortune of more than $1 billion that stems largely from her divorce settlement last year with 
Sergey Brin
, a founder of Google, whose net worth exceeds 
$145 billion
, three people with knowledge of her finances said. During their five-year marriage, Ms. Shanahan partied with Silicon Valley's elite and used recreational drugs including cocaine, ketamine and psychedelic mushrooms, according to eight people and documents reviewed by The New York Times. Ms. Shanahan and Mr. Brin separated after she had a sexual encounter with Elon Musk in 2021, three of the people said.



The incidents were part of a rarefied -- and sometimes turbulent -- life that Ms. Shanahan led in the nation's tech capital before her turn to politics, according to interviews with more than 20 people who know her or were briefed on her actions, as well as property records, court documents, tax records, emails and other messages reviewed by The Times. Many of the details of her life, including those of her divorce settlement, have not been reported.




Sergey Brin, a founder of Google, and Ms. Shanahan at the Breakthrough Prize awards in Mountain View, Calif., in 2019.




"Status is very important to Nicole, and the amount of money you have," said Daniel Morris, a photographer based in Puerto Rico who was friends with Ms. Shanahan and her first husband, Jeremy Kranz, a technology investor.



On the campaign trail, Ms. Shanahan has depicted herself as a hardworking former entrepreneur and lawyer, a success story who once needed food stamps and a unifier who can heal a divided America. But she has omitted and embellished parts of her history, including aspects of her relationship with Mr. Brin, to make herself appear more relatable, according to the people who know her and documents reviewed by The Times.



In a February interview with The Times, Ms. Shanahan described herself as a onetime "Silicon Valley princess." In response to questions for this article, she texted: "I'm shocked the NYT is letting you run something like this." The Kennedy campaign didn't respond to requests for comment. Ms. Shanahan has publicly denied having an affair with Mr. Musk.



Mr. Musk, his lawyer and a spokeswoman for Mr. Brin did not return requests for comment.



Mr. Kennedy, who is running as an independent, picked Ms. Shanahan without his advisers having looked fully into her history or where her money was coming from, two people familiar with the campaign said. By then, she had already become a crucial financier of his run.



Ms. Shanahan, who has said she is a vaccine skeptic like Mr. Kennedy, funded a Super Bowl ad for Mr. Kennedy this year through a $4 million donation to a super PAC, American Values 2024. In March, she infused Mr. Kennedy's campaign with an additional $2 million. Last week, she said she had given 
an additional $8 million
.



Their ticket has secured a place on the presidential ballot in Michigan, a swing state, as well as in five other states. Mr. Kennedy has enough signatures to reach the ballot in seven additional states, his campaign has said, potentially putting him and Ms. Shanahan in a position to tip the November election.



Ms. Shanahan is "exactly the right person," Mr. Kennedy said when he announced her as his running mate in March. He called her a "fierce warrior mom" who "overcame every daunting obstacle and went on to achieve the highest levels of the American dream."



A Yoga Festival



On the campaign trail, Ms. Shanahan, who grew up in Oakland, Calif., has said she knew what it was like to be "one misfortune away from disaster. "



Her father, Shawn Shanahan, couldn't hold down a job, was diagnosed with bipolar schizophrenia when she was 9 years old and died in 2014, she has said. Her family struggled, Ms. Shanahan has said, needing food stamps and government assistance.



Ms. Shanahan obtained an athletic scholarship to attend Saint Mary's College High School, a private Catholic school in Berkeley, Calif., according to the Kennedy campaign website. The school, which charges about $24,000 a year for tuition, confirmed that Ms. Shanahan had been a student but said it had never offered scholarships. Ms. Shanahan received some tuition assistance, the school said, but it declined to say how much.



Ms. Shanahan graduated from the University of Puget Sound in 2007, working at a Seattle law firm around the same time. She later worked at RPX, a patent firm, and in 2013, she founded ClearAccess IP, a patent tech company, according to her LinkedIn profile. She completed a law degree at the Santa Clara University School of Law in 2014.



Adam Philipp, the founder and managing partner of Aeon Law, the Seattle law firm where Ms. Shanahan worked, said he was impressed when she applied to be a paralegal in 2006. "She had a willingness to learn and an abundance of common sense," he said.



In 2011, Ms. Shanahan began dating Mr. Kranz, a tech investor in San Francisco. She told people that she had converted to Judaism during that time for the relationship. Mr. Kranz bought a $2.7 million penthouse with views of San Francisco about a month before their wedding in August 2014, according to property records.



That July, Ms. Shanahan met Mr. Brin at a yoga festival in Lake Tahoe, Calif., four people with knowledge of the events said. He had recently separated from Anne Wojcicki, his wife at the time. Mr. Brin and Ms. Shanahan embarked on an affair weeks before her wedding to Mr. Kranz, the people said.



Mr. Kranz discovered the relationship several days after he married Ms. Shanahan when he saw texts between her and Mr. Brin on her phone, they said. He filed to annul the marriage 27 days after the wedding, court records show.



Mr. Kranz planned to list fraud as a reason for the annulment, the people said. But Ms. Shanahan was concerned that a fraud claim would jeopardize her ability to practice law. While negotiating with Mr. Kranz about their split, she threatened to harm herself, three people said.



Instead of an annulment, Mr. Kranz agreed to a divorce without making a fraud claim. As part of their settlement, Ms. Shanahan was required to remove any evidence of Mr. Kranz from her social media accounts and pay him $20,000 in partial wedding costs and legal fees, court records show. Mr. Kranz did not respond to a request for comment.



In an 
interview
 with People magazine last year, Ms. Shanahan said she started dating Mr. Brin in 2015. She recounted wandering Stanford University's campus with the billionaire and discussing quantum physics.



"I was living in a fairy tale," she said. "It was magical."



Becoming a Philanthropist



Mr. Brin became Ms. Shanahan's entryway to the tech industry's upper echelons. The couple traveled the world, took trips on Mr. Brin's yachts and stayed in the most elite camps at Burning Man, the countercultural annual festival in the Nevada desert.



They married in 2018 and had a daughter, Echo, that same year. They owned properties in Lake Tahoe; Los Altos, Calif.; Montana; and Malibu, Calif., where Ms. Shanahan now spends much of her time.



In 2019, Ms. Shanahan began building a foundation, Bia-Echo, named for her daughter, that focuses on criminal justice and fertility longevity. (Ms. Shanahan has said she struggled to become pregnant.) She used more than $20 million from Mr. Brin for the effort, according to tax documents.



To raise her profile, Ms. Shanahan hired Matthew Hiltzik, a publicist who has worked with Katie Couric and other high-profile women. Her goal was to become a famous philanthropist like MacKenzie Scott, the former wife of the Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, four people familiar with Ms. Shanahan's plans said.



In 2020, Ms. Shanahan sold ClearAccess IP to IPwe, a patent technology firm, in exchange for IPwe stock that was valued at more than $10 million, two people familiar with the deal said. IPwe filed for bankruptcy this year.



Around the time of the sale, Ms. Shanahan and Mr. Brin learned that Echo was autistic. Ms. Shanahan has said the diagnosis made her question the use of childhood vaccines. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says childhood vaccines are safe.



In 2021, she paid more than $200,000 for a lifestyle photographer to take her photos for a 
San Francisco Magazine article
 called "Nicole Shanahan Is Fighting the Good Fight," according to documents viewed by The Times. Ms. Shanahan was photographed in the country with horses, talking about her goals of creating a healthy and livable planet.



In the article, Ms. Shanahan said she had been sexually assaulted by an unnamed male co-worker while working for RPX. The episode caused her to sink into a severe depression and ultimately give up law, she said.



Daniel McCurdy, the chief executive of RPX, said in a statement that the company hadn't been informed of the claim before the article was published, and that it had engaged a law firm to conduct an investigation. It was inconclusive, he said.



A Marriage Crumbles



Mr. Brin and Ms. Shanahan found the coronavirus pandemic lockdowns challenging, three people close to the couple said. Among other things, they struggled with their daughter's autism diagnosis, the people said.



Ms. Shanahan began going out more without Mr. Brin, according to five people and documents viewed by The Times. At a party in early 2021 in Miami, Ms. Shanahan was so intoxicated by drugs and alcohol that she required an IV infusion, the documents show.



That fall, Ms. Shanahan threw a Studio 54-themed birthday party for herself at a New York club. Mr. Musk, a longtime friend of Mr. Brin's, attended. In December 2021, Ms. Shanahan saw Mr. Musk again at a private party in Miami that his brother, Kimbal Musk, was hosting in connection with the Art Basel festival.



At that party, Elon Musk and Ms. Shanahan took ketamine, a popular party drug that is legal with a prescription, and disappeared together for several hours, according to four people briefed on the event and documents related to it. Ms. Shanahan later told Mr. Brin that she had had sex with Mr. Musk, three of the people said. She also relayed the details to friends, family and advisers.




Elon Musk, who leads Tesla and SpaceX and is a friend of Mr. Brin's, saw Ms. Shanahan at parties in 2021.




Mr. Brin and Ms. Shanahan separated about two weeks after the party, and he filed for divorce the next year, citing "irreconcilable differences," according to court documents.



In 2022, The Wall Street Journal 
reported
 Ms. Shanahan's encounter with Mr. Musk. Mr. Musk and Ms. Shanahan have denied an affair.



In her interview with People last year, Ms. Shanahan said she and Mr. Musk had been talking about her daughter's autism treatment that night. She also said it was humiliating to be known for a sexual act and called a cheater.



Ms. Shanahan and Mr. Brin took nearly 18 months to reach a divorce settlement, according to court records. During that time, she threatened to harm herself, two people briefed on the matter said. Their divorce became final last year. 



Into Politics



For years, Ms. Shanahan donated to Democrats, according to donor filings. In 2020, she gave $25,000 to a political action committee backing President Biden. Then last year, she gave $6,600 to Mr. Kennedy -- the maximum allowed for an individual contributor -- when he was running as a Democrat for the presidential nomination.



In her February interview with The Times, Ms. Shanahan said she had initially been disappointed when Mr. Kennedy announced that he would run as an independent. But she began to pour money into his campaign, including the Super Bowl ad, which showed images of Mr. Kennedy superimposed on those of the 1960 presidential campaign of his uncle John F. Kennedy. At the time, Ms. Shanahan had spoken to Mr. Kennedy once and had never met him, she said.




Crowds at a campaign event for Mr. Kennedy and Ms. Shanahan in Austin, Texas, in May. Ms. Shanahan has donated millions to the campaign.




In March, Ms. Shanahan and her new partner, Jacob Strumwasser, met Mr. Kennedy and his wife, Cheryl Hines, for dinner. During the meal, Mr. Strumwasser, who has worked in the crypto industry, suggested Ms. Shanahan for the vice president's job, she said in a podcast this month with Sage Steele, a former ESPN anchor. Mr. Kennedy liked Ms. Shanahan's story, people familiar with the campaign said.



In recent weeks, Ms. Shanahan has largely scrubbed her social media feeds, two people familiar with her and the Kennedy campaign said. Her social accounts are now populated with shots of herself without makeup at a farmers' market as well as wearing Western gear and posing with rifles in Texas with Mr. Strumwasser. In the past, her feeds showed her dressed up for high-end events and posing for selfies.



Ms. Shanahan began attending campaign events with Mr. Kennedy this month. At a fund-raiser in Nashville last week, she announced that she had given another $8 million to the campaign and said, "I think I know what they're going to say -- they're going to say Bobby only picked me for my money."



Her remark drew laughter from the crowd.



Rebecca Davis O'Brien
 contributed reporting. 
Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/technology/nicole-shanahan-rfk-jr-vp.html
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Sunak Announces U.K. Elections for July 4, Months Earlier Than Expected



The opposition Labour Party has been ahead in most polls by double digits in recent months.




Prime Minister Rishi Sunak of Britain outside 10 Downing Street in London on Wednesday.




By Mark Landler


May 22, 2024


Prime Minister Rishi Sunak of Britain on Wednesday called a snap general election for July 4, throwing the fate of his embattled Conservative Party to a restless British public that appears eager for change after 14 years of Conservative government.



Mr. Sunak's surprise announcement, from a rain-spattered lectern in front of 10 Downing Street, was the starting gun for six weeks of intense campaigning that will render a verdict on a party that has led Britain since Barack Obama was American president. But the Conservatives have discarded four prime ministers in eight years, lurching through the chaos of Brexit, the coronavirus pandemic and a cost-of-living crisis.



With the opposition Labour Party 
ahead in most polls by double digits
 for the last 18 months, a 
Conservative defeat has come to assume an air of inevitability
. For all that, Mr. Sunak is calculating that Britain has had just enough good news in recent days -- including glimmers of 
fresh economic growth
 and the 
lowest inflation rate in three years
 -- that his party might be able to cling to power.



"Now is the moment for Britain to choose its future," Mr. Sunak said as steady rainfall drenched his suit. "You must choose in this election who has that plan."



Political analysts, opposition leaders and members of Mr. Sunak's own party agree that the electoral mountain he must climb is Himalayan. Burdened by a recession, spiraling prices, a calamitous foray into trickle-down tax cuts, and serial scandals and malfeasance, the Tories have seemed exhausted and adrift in recent years, split by bitter internal feuds and fatalistic about their future.



"The Conservatives are facing a kind of extinction-level event," said Matthew Goodwin, a professor of politics at the University of Kent who has advised Boris Johnson and other party leaders. "They look like they're going to suffer an even 
bigger defeat than they did to Tony Blair in 1997
."




Keir Starmer, the Labour Party leader, speaking in Purfleet, England, this month.




Other political analysts are more cautious: Some pointed out that in 1992, the Conservative government of Prime Minister John Major overcame a deep polling deficit to eke out a narrow victory and stay in power. 



But since the party won by a landslide in the 2019 elections on the slogan "Get Brexit done," the Tories have bled support among young people, traditional Conservative voters in England's south and southwest and, crucially, working-class voters in the industrial Midlands and north of England, whose backing in 2019 were the key to then-Prime Minister Boris Johnson's landmark victory.



Many are disillusioned by Mr. Johnson, who was forced out after scandals, including Downing Street parties that breached Covid lockdown rules, and even more so by his successor, 
Liz Truss, who was toppled after just 44 days
, following proposed tax cuts that rattled financial markets, caused the pound to torpedo and fractured the party's reputation for economic competence.



While Mr. Sunak, 44, swiftly steadied the markets and has run a more stable government than his predecessors, critics say he never developed a convincing strategy to recharge the country's growth. Nor did he fulfill two other promises: to cut waiting times in Britain's National Health Service and to stop the stream of small boats carrying asylum seekers across the English Channel.



Many voters in the "red wall" districts -- so called because of Labour's campaigning color -- appear ready to return to their political roots in the party. Under the competent, if uncharismatic, leadership of Keir Starmer, Labour has shaken off the shadow of his left-wing predecessor, Jeremy Corbyn. Mr. Starmer, a former government prosecutor, has methodically overhauled Labour, purging allies of Mr. Corbyn, uprooting a legacy of anti-Semitism in the party's ranks, and pulling its economic policies more to the center.



Under British law, Mr. Sunak must call an election by January 2025. Political analysts had expected him to wait until the fall to allow more time for the economy to recover. But in the wake of an announcement on Wednesday that inflation had fallen to an annual rate of 2.3 percent -- just above the Bank of England's target rate of 2 percent -- he may have gambled that the economic news was as good as it is going to get.



Mr. Sunak may also be calculating that the government can put the first flights carrying asylum seekers to Rwanda in the air next month. That would allow him to claim progress on another of his key priorities -- stopping the flow of small boats carrying asylum seekers across the English Channel.



The Rwanda policy, which involves deporting asylum seekers to the African nation without first hearing their cases, has been condemned by human rights campaigners, the courts and opposition leaders. And it has drawn a raft of legal challenges. But Mr. Sunak has made it a centerpiece of his government's agenda, because it is popular with the political base of the Conservative Party.




Protesting over the British government's Rwanda policy outside 10 Downing Street in London this month.




For Mr. Sunak, the son of parents of Indian heritage who emigrated from British colonial East Africa six decades ago, the decision to go to the voters earlier than expected is not completely out of character. In July 2022, Mr. Sunak broke with Mr. Johnson when he resigned as chancellor of the Exchequer, triggering the loss of cabinet support than ultimately forced Mr. Johnson out of power.



Mr. Sunak then mounted an aggressive bid for party leader, losing out to Ms. Truss in a vote of the party's 170,000 or so members. After Ms. Truss's economic policies backfired and she was forced to resign, Mr. Sunak re-emerged to win a contest, this time held only among members of Parliament from the Conservative Party.



Mr. Sunak inherited a forbidding set of problems: unemployment, a stagnant economy and rising interest rates, which flowed through to people in the form of higher rates on their home mortgages. Waiting times at Britain's National Health Service, depleted after years of fiscal austerity, stretched into weeks and months.



Mr. Sunak had some early successes, including an agreement with the European Union that largely defused a trade impasse over Northern Ireland. He exceeded his goal of halving the inflation rate, which was 11.1 percent when he took over in October 2022. And there are signs that the economy is starting to turn.



Britain had an 
unexpectedly strong exit from a shallow recession
 at the start of this year, with the economy growing 0.6 percent. The International Monetary Fund upgraded its growth forecast for the country this year, while praising the actions of the government and central bank.



But it could be a narrow window of good news. Inflation is expected to bounce back up again in the second half of this year, and April's reading was not as low as economists expected. That has led investors to rethink how soon the Bank of England might cut rates, almost ruling out bets that they will be lowered next month. Even expectations that rates will come down in August have been diminished.



At the same time, the scope for further 
tax cuts
 before the election has deteriorated. Data published on Wednesday showed that public borrowing was up. And the I.M.F. warned the government against tax cuts this week, arguing that Britain had huge demands for more public spending and investment to improve its public services, such as health care, while also needed to stabilize its public debt.



Ultimately, analysts said, it is these trends that prompted Mr. Sunak's decision to go to the voters now, and these issues that will decide his, and his party's, political fate.



"You can talk about Partygate and Truss," said Tim Bale, a professor of politics at Queen Mary University of London, referring to Mr. Johnson's lockdown-breaching social gatherings. "But in the end, the factors that are going to decide this election are anemic growth and a state that is collapsing before our eyes."



Eshe Nelson
 contributed reporting.
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Another Provocative Flag Was Flown at Another Alito Home



The justice's beach house displayed an "Appeal to Heaven" flag, a symbol carried on Jan. 6 and associated with a push for a more Christian-minded government.








By Jodi Kantor, Aric Toler and Julie Tate


May 22, 2024


Last summer, two years after 
an upside-down American flag
 was flown outside the Virginia home of Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., another provocative symbol was displayed at his vacation house in New Jersey, according to interviews and photographs.



This time, it was the "Appeal to Heaven" flag, which, like the inverted U.S. flag, was carried by rioters at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Also known as the Pine Tree flag, it dates back to the Revolutionary War, but largely fell into obscurity until recent years and is now a symbol of support for former President Donald J. Trump, for a religious strand of the "Stop the Steal" campaign and for a push to remake American government in Christian terms.



Three photographs obtained by The New York Times, along with accounts from a half-dozen neighbors and passers-by, show that the Appeal to Heaven flag was aloft at the Alito home on Long Beach Island in July and September of 2023. A Google Street View image from late August also shows the flag.



The photographs, each taken independently, are from four different dates. It is not clear whether the flag was displayed continuously during those months or how long it was flown overall.




A Google Street View photo taken in August 2023 shows the flag flying at the Alitos' house.




Justice Alito declined to respond to questions about the beach house flag, including what it was intended to convey and how it comported with his obligations as a justice. The court also declined to respond.



In commenting for the Times report last week about the upside-down American flag at his Virginia home in 2021, Justice Alito said that it had been raised by his wife, Martha-Ann Alito, during a clash with a neighbor.



The revelation about that flag prompted concerns from legal scholars and ethicists, and 
calls from dozens of Democratic lawmakers
 that the justice recuse himself from cases related to Jan. 6. The news also drew criticism from some 
conservative politicians
, including Senator Lindsey Graham, who said that displaying the inverted flag was 
"not good judgment."



During the period the Appeal to Heaven flag was seen flying at the justice's New Jersey house, a key Jan. 6 case 
arrived
 at the Supreme Court, challenging whether those who stormed the Capitol could be prosecuted for 
obstruction
.



In coming weeks, the justices will rule on that case, which could scuttle some of the charges against Mr. Trump, as well as on whether he is immune from prosecution for actions he took while president. Their decisions will shape how accountable he can be held for trying to overturn the last presidential election and 
his chances
 at regaining the White House in the next one.




The flag was a presence at the Jan. 6 attack on the capitol.




The disclosure about the new flag is troubling, several ethics experts said in interviews, because it ties Justice Alito more closely to symbols associated with the attempted election subversion on Jan. 6, and because it was displayed as the obstruction case was first coming for consideration by the court.



Judges are not supposed to give any impression of bias, yet the flag could be seen as telegraphing the Alitos' views -- and at a time when the justices were 
on the cusp
 of adopting a 
new ethics code
. "We all have our biases, but the good judge fights against them," said Charles Geyh, a law professor at Indiana University Bloomington. "When a judge celebrates his predispositions by hoisting them on a flag," he added, "that's deeply disturbing."



Records show that the Alitos have owned the beach house since 2014, and he is a well-known presence in the waterfront community. Residents said they recalled seeing the justice last summer, though it is unclear how much time he spent there. Neighbors said that once they realized what the flag signified, they were surprised to see it displayed, particularly in a prominent spot where many boaters glide by. The six people who shared their accounts and photographs asked not to be identified because they didn't want to antagonize a longtime neighbor. When The Times visited the house on Wednesday, the flagpole was bare.



Until about a decade ago, the Appeal to Heaven flag was mostly a historical relic. But since then it has been revived to represent "a theological vision of what the United States should be and how it should be governed," said Matthew Taylor, a religion 
scholar
 at the Institute of Islamic, Christian and Jewish Studies. He is also the author of a 
forthcoming book
 tracing how a right-wing Christian author and speaker who repopularized the flag helped propel Mr. Trump's attempt to overturn the election.



That figure, Dutch Sheets, has led a yearslong campaign to present the flag to political figures, including 
Sarah Palin
, the former Alaska governor and vice-presidential pick, and an Indiana gubernatorial 
candidate
 whom Mr. Sheets wrapped in the flag at a recent rally. Republican 
members
 of Congress and 
state
 officials have displayed the flag as well, among them Doug Mastriano, a Pennsylvania state senator and a 
leader
 of the "Stop the Steal" campaign. The highest-ranking elected official known to show the flag is Representative Mike Johnson, who hung it at his office last fall shortly after becoming speaker of the House.



A spokesman for Mr. Johnson said that the speaker "has long appreciated the rich history of the flag, as it was first used by General George Washington during the Revolutionary War." It was a gift, the spokesman said, from Pastor Dan Cummins, a guest chaplain for the House of Representatives.




"An Appeal to Heaven" is one of three flags outside the office of the House speaker, Mike Johnson. 




Since its creation during the American Revolution, the flag has carried a message of defiance: The phrase "appeal to heaven" comes from the 17th-century philosopher John Locke, who wrote of a responsibility to rebel, even use violence, to overthrow unjust rule. "It's a paraphrase for trial by arms," Anthony Grafton, a historian at Princeton University, said in an interview. "The main point is that there's no appeal, there's no one else you can ask for help or a judgment."



In 2013, Mr. Sheets, a prominent figure in a far-right evangelical movement that scholars have called the 
New Apostolic Reformation
, discovered the nearly forgotten flag and made it the symbol of his ambitions to steep the country and the government in Christianity, he wrote in a 2015 book also titled "An Appeal to Heaven."



"Rally to the flag," he wrote. "God has resurrected it for such a time as this. Wave it outwardly: wear it inwardly. Appeal to heaven daily for a spiritual revolution that will knock out the Goliaths of our day."



He placed the high court at the 
center
 of his mission. In 2015, the court's ruling that states must allow same-sex marriage had galvanized the movement and helped it to grow. In a speech three years later, he said, "There's no gate that has allowed more evil to enter our nation than that of the Supreme Court."



But Mr. Sheets and fellow leaders described Justice Alito, the member of the court most committed to expanding the role of faith in public life, as their great hope: a vocal defender of religious liberty and opponent of the right to abortion and same-sex marriage.




Dutch Sheets, a right-wing Christian author and speaker, repopularized the flag and helped propel Mr. Trump's attempt to overturn the election.




"You can't say that marriage is a union between one man and one woman," the justice said in a 2020 
speech
. "Until very recently that's what the vast majority of Americans thought. Now it's considered bigotry," he said, a point he had made strongly in his 
dissent
 to the ruling.



The religious leaders cast Mr. Trump as another of their heroes. A few weeks before the 2020 election, at a Las Vegas megachurch prayer service for his second term, a pastor from the group 
presented
 Mr. Trump with an "Appeal to Heaven" flag from the stage. When he lost, Mr. Sheets and a team of others formed an instant, ad hoc religious arm of the "Stop the Steal" campaign, blitzing swing state megachurches, 
broadcasting
 the services at each stop and drawing hundreds of thousands of viewers.



On Jan. 6, the "Appeal to Heaven" flag was prominent: at the Washington Monument, where throngs gathered to hear President Trump deliver a speech contesting the election results, and later above the angry mob that surrounded the Capitol. The flag was visible above clashes with law enforcement on the building's west terrace, as rioters breached police lines underneath the scaffolding set up for President Biden's inauguration, and finally, inside the building.



By that day, scholars say, the flag had become popular enough to sometimes be used by a few other groups, including militia members. But most often, they said, it is tied directly to Mr. Sheets, his contemporaries and adherents and their vision for a more Christian America.



Last October, soon after the flag was last documented at the Alito beach home, Mr. Sheets devoted a 
prayer session
 to the court, this time sounding triumphant. He cited the Dobbs decision, overturning the federal right to abortion, in which the majority decision had been written by Justice Alito.



"We have reached another phase in the process of shifting the Supreme Court," he announced. Through the justices, he said, "God's intent for institutions of government can now be fulfilled."



Alan Feuer
 contributed reporting.
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'A Completely Different Town Now': A Community Reels From a Deadly Tornado



Multiple people died in Greenfield, Iowa, population 2,000, where search and rescue efforts were continuing on Wednesday.




Gov. Kim Reynolds of Iowa said some areas of Greenfield had been "flattened into debris."




By Mitch Smith, Ann Hinga Klein and Leah McBride Mensching


May 22, 2024


The tornado had just hit Greenfield, Iowa, and residents were already using skid loaders to clear streets. With the hospital damaged, they took the wounded to a medical triage center at the local lumberyard. And across western Iowa, paramedics and police officers were speeding toward the small town to help.



"Everybody became little makeshift ambulances," said Ray Sorensen, a member of the Iowa House of Representatives who lives in Greenfield, and who said he helped with the rescues after racing back to town shortly after the storm hit on Tuesday afternoon. "We pulled a guy from the rubble and put him on a little makeshift stretcher that we made, threw him in the back of a truck."



On Wednesday, the roughly 2,000 residents of Greenfield, 60 miles southwest of Des Moines, began to get a clearer look at the destruction all around. Gov. Kim Reynolds said some areas had been "flattened into debris," and the National Weather Service reported "
at least EF-3 damage
" in the town, using the 0-to-5 rating system for tornado severity.



Officials said multiple people in Greenfield died and more were injured, but had not yet said how many as search and rescue efforts continued. In nearby Adams County, one woman died from storm-related causes, according to the medical examiner.




Damage in Greenfield, a town of roughly 2,000 residents that is 60 miles southwest of Des Moines.




Around Greenfield, the scenes of destruction began abruptly, with lush green yards transitioning into the chaos of splintered lumber and lawns littered with household items -- a cooler, a sink. Outside the local hospital, shredded tree branches were scattered across a lawn and a board had shattered the window of a parked car. Longtime residents stared at battered homes, some damaged beyond repair.



"It was just a little house," said Jane Woodside, a retired high school instructor. "But I loved my little house."



The damage was as vexing as it was immense -- some homes were reduced to slabs, others were essentially untouched. The tornado had taken Ms. Woodside's roof and blown out the windows on her home, but left a rosary unscathed next to her favorite chair. The celery she had been chopping just before the storm sat undisturbed on the kitchen counter.



Many in town said they had been warned of the danger by tornado sirens or emergency alerts on their phones. When the storm blew in late in the afternoon, it overwhelmed the senses. 



"Just, the pressure change -- our ears popped and it felt hard to breathe," said Sarah Wildin, an assistant manager at a gas station, who rode out the storm in her basement and whose ground floor had significant damage. "It sounds worse than a freight train. People always say it sounds like a freight train. I mean, I guess that's the closest thing you can describe it to, but there are really no words in the human experience."




The National Weather Service reported "at least EF-3 damage" in Greenfield, Iowa, using the 0-to-5 rating system for tornado severity.




As rescue crews sorted through the wreckage, residents were beginning to reflect on a proud community that was indelibly changed. Mr. Sorensen, the state legislator, said the business where he gets his oil changed had been "completely flattened."



"The devastating part is like, Did we lose these great, great business owners, these great people?" Mr. Sorensen, a Republican, said in an interview. "Are they just going to pull up stakes because it's just too much to come back from something like this?"



Across town, the branches of old-growth trees that remained standing were filled with twisted pieces of metal, items sucked out of homes and debris. Much of their bark had been ripped off. Cars and trucks were totaled, their windows blown out and exteriors smashed. Other vehicles were no longer where their owners had parked them.



Raymond Young said he was in his neighbor's garage talking on Tuesday as the tornado approached. He said he ran down the stairs into his friend's basement just in time.



"It was five to 10 seconds, and then his garage was gone," said Mr. Young, who is retired, and whose own home was knocked off its foundation. "If we'd have waited five to 10 seconds, we'd have been dead."



Kendalyn Huff stood outside the Tiger Drive-In on Wednesday morning, a restaurant that she runs with her husband, welcoming people who crossed a debris-riddled lot to take her up on an offer of free refreshments.



"We're going to give ice cream away and soda because it's all we can do," she said.



Ms. Huff said her home sustained only minor damage, but she choked up as she spoke of a family member who she was told had died after being crushed in another house.



It has been a particularly brutal spring in Iowa, which is still recovering from an outbreak of tornadoes last month that caused extensive damage in the small town of Minden, about 70 miles from Greenfield.




A resident surveyed the damage in Greenfield.




"I was just in Minden," Ms. Reynolds, a Republican, said at a news conference on Wednesday, "and that was horrific. And I think there's even more debris and just more impacted here. So it is just horrific. It's hard to describe until you can actually see it, the devastation."



Reporting was contributed by 
Christine Hauser
, 
Judson Jones
 and 
Joel Petterson
.
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Uvalde Settles With Victims' Families Over School Shooting



The Texas city agreed to pay $2 million to families of schoolchildren who were shot in a 2022 massacre, and to overhaul its police force. The families are also suing other agencies.




Josh Koskoff, a lawyer representing many of the families of victims of the shooting at Robb Elementary School, spoke at a news conference in Uvalde on Wednesday. 




By Edgar Sandoval and J. David Goodman


May 22, 2024


The city of Uvalde, Texas, has reached a settlement with most of the families of children who were shot by a gunman at Robb Elementary School in 2022, lawyers for the families said on Wednesday. To avert a lawsuit, the city promised to overhaul the city's police force, create a permanent memorial to the victims and pay $2 million, the lawyers said.



The settlement, announced at a news conference in Uvalde, involved the largest group of potential plaintiffs: 17 families of children who were killed during the May 24 massacre, and two families of children who were wounded.



In addition, the lawyers said they had filed a new lawsuit against the Texas Department of Public Safety over the failure of its officers to rapidly engage the gunman, who killed a total of 19 children and two teachers inside a pair of connected classrooms. That lawsuit also names as defendants Pete Arredondo, who was chief of the Uvalde public school police department when the shooting occurred, and Mandy Gutierrez, who was principal of the school at the time.



State police officers, along with scores of officers from local agencies and federal agents, were outside the classrooms for 77 minutes before a team, led by federal Border Patrol agents, breached a door and killed the gunman.



"These officers were so terrified that they chose to abandon their burden to the Uvalde community: Put themselves between a very dangerous person and a child," Josh Koskoff, a lawyer for the families, said in a statement.



In its settlement, the city agreed to do a better job hiring qualified officers and providing appropriate training, including on the handling of active shooters.



In discussing how the settlement came about, Mr. Koskoff said that city officials made it clear they could not afford to pay a large damage award. "You can have all the insurance money," he said he was told. He said the parties agreed to focus instead on what he called "restorative justice"  measures by the city. 



City officials said in a statement that they were "thankful" to reach an agreement that would help the city both remember and move past "our community's greatest tragedy."



"We will forever be grateful to the victims' families for working with us over the past year to cultivate an environment of communitywide healing that honors the lives and memories of those we tragically lost," the statement said.




Balloons honoring Amerie Jo Garza are displayed at the memorial to the victims of the Robb Elementary School shooting.




Inquiries by state officials and by the U.S. Justice Department faulted the officers who were at the school for treating the gunman as a barricaded subject -- requiring a less immediate response -- rather than as an active shooter who they needed to confront rapidly in order to save lives.



The lawyers, who are representing the families pro bono, argue in their lawsuit that the delayed response by law enforcement officers increased the likelihood that wounded students or teachers would die from their injuries.



"While overdue, this settlement reflects a good-faith effort, particularly by the City of Uvalde, to begin rebuilding trust in the systems that failed to protect us," Veronica Luevanos, whose daughter Jailah and nephew Jayce died in the massacre, said in a statement.



Earlier this year, the local district attorney, Christina Mitchell, began presenting evidence to a grand jury to consider criminal charges against officers for their parts in the police response. Ms. Mitchell did not respond to a request for comment about when that process would be completed.



Mr. Koskoff described the police response as an "inexcusable failure."



"These were the last line of defense -- they failed," he said, noting that city, county, state and federal agents and officers all arrived at the scene but failed to move in on the gunman in a timely way.



In the settlement, the city promised to better commemorate the massacre, 
which tore at the fabric of Uvalde
, a mostly Hispanic and conservative community in the ranch land west of San Antonio.



Uvalde has been in turmoil in the two years since the shooting. On Wednesday, the school district said its new police chief, who replaced Mr. Arredondo, had submitted his resignation. A district spokeswoman did not provide a reason for his departure.



The lawyers for the victims' families said in a news release that the families did not want to pursue a prolonged and costly legal action against the city that could have bankrupted the local government. The $2 million payment included in the settlement, to be split among the families, will be covered by the city's insurance, they said.



In addition to an existing memorial, the city agreed to designate the May 24 anniversary of the shooting as a day of remembrance; to build a community center; to provide mental health services for survivors and the families of victims; and to do a better job of maintaining the cemetery where many of the victims are buried.



Several other suits connected with the shooting remain active against state and local police agencies and against Daniel Defense, the manufacturer of the assault-style rifle that was used by the 18-year-old gunman.



Mr. Koskoff said the families were working on a settlement with Uvalde County, and planned to sue the federal government and others.



Javier Cazares, the father of Jacklyn Cazares, who was 9 when she died at the school, took the microphone at the news conference, held at the city's civic center, to lament that few members of the public had shown up for the settlement announcement to support the families. "This room should be filled, and then some," he said.
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Schumer Plans Vote on Contraception Access, Teeing Up a Campaign Issue



Democrats are planning to spotlight Republicans' opposition to legislation protecting birth control access nationwide, as part of an election-year push.




Senator Chuck Schumer, the majority leader, is expected to soon push for a vote on the Right to Contraception Act. A vote on the bill is a crucial plank of Democrats' strategy as they seek to protect their majority in the Senate.




By Annie Karni


May 22, 2024


Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the majority leader, plans next month to fast-track a Senate vote on a bill to protect access to contraception nationwide, the start of an election-year push to highlight Republicans' record of opposing reproductive rights that voters view as at risk of being stripped away.



The Right to Contraception Act is expected to be blocked in the closely divided Senate, where most Republicans are against it. But a vote on the bill is a crucial plank of Democrats' strategy as they seek to protect their majority in the Senate, in part by forcing G.O.P. lawmakers to go on the record with their opposition to policies with broad bipartisan support.



Access to contraception is a constitutional right regarded by many voters as possibly the next to go after the Supreme Court's 
overturning of Roe v. Wade
. Recent moves by conservative state houses and governors have added to a sense of urgency about addressing it at the federal level.



In Virginia earlier this month, for example, Gov. Glenn Youngkin, a Republican, vetoed legislation to protect access to contraception.



"This is a clarifying political vote that will put every Republican on record as to whether or not they believe in a constitutional right to contraception," Senator Edward J. Markey, Democrat of Massachusetts and the lead sponsor of the bill, said in an interview.



Last year, Senate Republicans blocked Mr. Markey's attempt to bring up and quickly pass the legislation without debate or a vote, arguing that the bill's definition of contraceptives could be interpreted to include pills that induce abortion. Democrats say the measure would codify a basic right that former President Donald J. Trump and Republicans refuse to protect.



"The truth is that Republicans and Donald Trump's extremist base don't want the Right to Contraception Act to pass," Mr. Markey said Tuesday. "That's going to be very clear to voters in the fall."



In vague remarks on Tuesday, Mr. Trump 
hinted he was considering a policy restricting access to contraception
 before walking that back.



"We're looking at that," Mr. Trump told reporters when asked if he supported any birth control restrictions. "Things really do have a lot to do with the states, and some states are going to have different policies than others."



He later backtracked, rushing to social media to clean up his comments. He would "never advocate imposing restrictions on birth control," Mr. Trump posted, adding that he does not support "a ban on birth control."



Senate Democrats are facing a slog this year to hang on to their slim majority. They are looking to replay a political strategy they used in 2022, after the Supreme Court ended the constitutional right to an abortion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization. Highlighting reproductive rights and Republicans' opposition to measures to protect them helped stave off big G.O.P. gains that had been predicted in the midterm elections that year.



Republicans remain stuck in a bind on the issue. Many have struggled to reconcile their party's hard-line policies on women's health measures, based on a conservative religious doctrine that opposes interfering with a pregnancy at any point, with a vast and growing majority of the country that now views the issue differently.



"Contraception is a critical piece of protecting women's reproductive freedoms, standing as nothing short of a vital lifeline for millions of American women across the country," Mr. Schumer said in a statement. "Senate Democrats are committed to restoring women's freedoms and will fight to protect access to contraception and other reproductive freedoms that are essential safeguards for millions of women to control their own lives, futures and bodies."



Republicans have been trying to gird against the backlash by introducing legislation that purports to ensure access to reproductive services, but often does not provide concrete protections.



Senators Ted Cruz of Texas and Katie Britt of Alabama, both Republicans, this week introduced a bill that claims to protect in vitro fertilization by making states ineligible to receive Medicaid funding if they ban access to I.V.F. But Democrats said the legislation falls short because it explicitly does not bar states from making their own policies on I.V.F. treatments, which could restrict access.



Many Republicans in Congress have supported strict anti-abortion legislation that defines life as beginning at the moment of fertilization. That could severely curtail or even outlaw aspects of I.V.F. treatment, which 
typically involves the creation of several embryos
, only one of which is implanted while the others are frozen to allow for subsequent attempts at a successful implantation.



"This is a blatant and hypocritical attempt for two staunchly anti-abortion Republicans to try to save face with voters," said Mini Timmaraju, the president of Reproductive Freedom for All. "Senate Republicans not only support policies that threaten I.V.F. and birth control, they also enabled Trump to appoint conservatives to the Supreme Court who overturned Roe v. Wade and emboldened extremist judges to attack fertility treatments."



Republicans earlier this year 
blocked a bill
 brought forward by Senator Tammy Duckworth, Democrat of Illinois, to protect I.V.F. In an interview, Ms. Duckworth dismissed the new Republican bill on the issue as a "fig leaf" that "opens the door for states that want to rip away health care for low-income women to do that."



"The states most likely to ban I.V.F. are those that refuse to expand Medicaid," she added.



On the issue of birth control, Ms. Duckworth said the worries over legal access were already having effects at clinics in Southern Illinois, with an influx of patients traveling to the state to receive implanted birth control. The lawmaker said women were coming to clinics and saying, "'Can you take it out and give me a fresh five-year?'"



"They're saying, 'My doctor in Texas is too afraid to give it to me,'" Ms. Duckworth said. "In places like Alabama, doctors are reluctant to insert IUDs."



In 2022, when Democrats controlled the House, 
they pushed through the identical contraception bill
 that the Senate is set to consider the first week of June. In the House, all but eight Republicans opposed it, helping Democrats draw a sharp distinction with the G.O.P. on a social issue voters care deeply about.



When Mr. Markey has tried to push ahead with his bill in the past, Republicans argued it would funnel money to Planned Parenthood and other abortion-related providers and blocked it.



Mr. Markey predicted that such arguments would ring hollow with voters after Republicans vote "no."



"They can try to rationalize a vote, but that will not be how it is interpreted by women who want a right to contraception," he said. "If the bill doesn't pass into law, it will be because Republicans oppose protecting American's right to contraception."



A 
recent national poll conducted by Americans for Contraception
 found that most voters across the political spectrum believe their access to birth control is actively at risk. Even among Republican voters, 72 percent said they had a favorable view of birth control.



A majority of voters support the Right to Contraception Act across party, racial and gender lines, according to the poll. About 94 percent of Democrats support it, along with 68 percent of Republican voters.



Mr. Schumer is hoping to begin a reproductive rights push to coincide with the June 7 anniversary of Griswold v. Connecticut, the landmark 1965 Supreme Court case that struck down state restrictions on contraception, saying they violated a right to privacy.



"The Dobbs decision and a vote on contraception is going to be a big part of the Democrats' ability to hold onto the Senate," Mr. Markey predicted.
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Federal Spending Rescued Mass Transit During Covid. What Happens Now?



The government provided $69.5 billion in relief funds to help keep transit on track during Covid-19. But many rail and bus systems are now facing layoffs and cutbacks.




Ridership in large metropolitan areas around the country still lags behind prepandemic figures.




By Colbi Edmonds


May 22, 2024


As commuter buses and trains ran nearly empty at the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, the federal government stepped in with $69.5 billion in relief funds.



It was about 
five times
 the federal support for transit approved for 2019, and it is credited with rescuing public transit and saving more than 50,000 jobs in the United States.



"It was really a lifeline for the industry for Congress to step up and provide those resources," said Paul Skoutelas, president and chief executive of the American Public Transportation Association. But, he added, "Those dollars have essentially run out."



With ridership still lagging and the prospects for mass transit again uncertain, the health of large transportation agencies around the country could hinge, in large part, on how much aid and in what form the federal government can supply.



"The stakes are high," said Lindiwe Rennert, a senior research associate at the Urban Institute. "We're really talking service or no service. For some agencies, it is at that point."



Already Feeling Squeezed



Transportation agencies around the country are already feeling the pressure.



The three transit operators serving the Chicago region are anticipating a deficit of more than $700 million by 2026, and riders could face service reductions of 
40 percent or more
 without additional funding, according to the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.



New Jersey Transit, the nation's third largest transit system, 
announced in January that
 it planned to raise fares 
by 15 percent on
 July 1 and, after that, by an additional 3 percent annually. The agency received $4.4 billion in federal aid during the pandemic, but more than 80 percent of that money has been spent.



Some agencies like the Maryland Department of Transportation, have received a one-time allocation of money from the state to restore funding for key transit services. But the department projects revenue is expected to grow by 1 percent annually while operating costs grow by 7 percent.




In late April, the Washington Metro approved a $4.8 billion capital and operating budget after receiving additional funding from its jurisdictions, avoiding major service cuts.




The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, which serves Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia, in 
December
 released a budget that predicted "an unrecognizable Metro" because of service cuts. The agency said 41 Metro lines would have reduced service, 67 of 135 bus lines would be cut and more than 2,200 people out of about 13,000 staff members would be laid off.



In late April, Metro 
approved
 a $4.8 billion capital and operating 
budget
 after receiving additional funding from its jurisdictions, avoiding major service cuts. But riders will face a fare increase of 12.5 percent, and since the agency does not have a sustainable funding source officials will face similar challenges the next fiscal year.



"This budget crisis, fiscal cliff, has happened multiple times," Randy Clarke, general manager and chief executive of Metro, said after a board meeting in March, "but the magnitude this time is just not comparable."



From Reagan to Biden



It's not as if federal transit aid has completely dried up.



The Biden administration provided landmark support for transit through the 2021 infrastructure bill. It put $1.2 trillion toward infrastructure projects, with $108 billion specifically for transit.



But even such a large amount of money was not enough to address decades of funding restrictions, including a key development in the 1980s. When former President Ronald Reagan was in office, he pushed for reductions in federal spending, 
arguing
 that state and local governments or private businesses would be better suited to take on some of those responsibilities.



And in the late '90s, Congress eliminated federal operating assistance, which covers salaries, for agencies in areas with populations larger than 200,000 people, but kept it available in smaller communities, which often have economies that cannot afford those extra costs. Larger areas can get money only for capital projects, which made the Covid-19 relief funds -- which did cover operating expenses -- unique.




In Richmond, Va., the Greater Richmond Transit Company operates a thriving bus agency that has exceeded prepandemic ridership.




"I've always felt like that is the wrong dividing line, and it results in some really weird outcomes," said Beth Osborne, director of Transportation for America, an advocacy organization for safe and convenient transit. "There are areas that will be building things where they can't afford to operate what they already have."



The Biden administration has continued to push for more operating funds for transit. And, important, its proposed budget for the 2025 fiscal year calls for larger transit agencies to be allowed to use federal funding for operations for a year. (The administration's budget request for the current fiscal year also included language asking for that change, but it was not approved, and Congress has yet to decide on the new request.)



"Looking just at these last couple of years where, even though you have very deep ridership losses initially and very slow recovery, transit agencies have basically been able to maintain their service overall," said Nicholas Dagen Bloom, an urban policy and planning professor at Hunter College in New York City. "So that gives you a sense of the power of what federal operating support could be."



Lawmakers have until the end of September to agree on a new spending plan to fund transportation in the 2025 fiscal year, but they are unlikely to be able to strike a deal in an election year, transit experts say. Most likely, the current spending levels will stay in place until the next Congress, which begins in January. Congress may also start considering the country's next five-year infrastructure bill in 2025.




The Greater Richmond Transit Company of Virginia started providing free fare during the pandemic and has continued to do so with the support from a state grant program.




"Transit agencies are seeing unprecedented shortfalls on the operating side," Veronica Vanterpool, acting administrator for the Federal Transit Administration, said in an interview. "Congress does need to act on what the president's proposals have been."



Polly Trottenberg, deputy secretary at the Department of Transportation, said the Covid-19 relief funds and the bipartisan infrastructure bill were the largest support for transit the country had seen.



But despite major bipartisan efforts to approve the 2021 bill and the funds, experts are skeptical about the prospects for Mr. Biden's transit agenda -- in part because of the present and in part because of the past.



"If you back up and look at what the appetite was to support transit in the past, frankly, it's always been somewhat shaky," said Ms. Osborne, a former official at the Department of Transportation. "I just don't think we've done a good enough job at the national level of making sure people in Congress recognize how essential transit is to a 21st century economy."



Representative Steve Womack of Arkansas, a Republican who is the chairman of the House subcommittee that oversees transportation funding,said in a statement that the federal government's operational assistance for urban transit agencies during the Covid-19 economic crisis was not meant to continue permanently.



"To claim there is a transit funding cliff is disingenuous," said Mr. Womack. "We must take a hard look at how taxpayer dollars are spent and ensure the federal government is not used as a crutch for systems that can't stand on their own."



Some Brights Spots Amid 'Demonstrated Need'



Some leaders at the state level -- for example, in 
New York
 and 
Minnesota
 -- have begun to increase their investments in public transportation, providing much-needed support not dependent on action in Washington.



In New York City -- which has the largest transit network in North America -- a combination of federal pandemic aid and an increase in funding from the state has helped the Metropolitan Transportation Authority achieve long-term fiscal solvency for the first time in decades. 
As a result, the authority balanced its operating budget
 through the next five years.



And some smaller transit systems, eligible for operating funds from the federal government, are doing better than many larger ones.



In Richmond, Va., the Greater Richmond Transit Company operates a thriving bus agency that has exceeded prepandemic ridership, introduced on-demand ride services and rehired and expanded its work force of bus drivers after facing large losses in its staff.



Richmond started providing free fare during the pandemic, an initiative that has continued with support from a state grant program. Henry Bendon, a spokesman for Richmond's transit agency, said there was not an equitable way to charge fares in a city where 71 percent of bus riders come from households that make less than $40,000 a year.



"We carry Richmond's essential workers," he said from the city's new downtown transfer center, where bus stops are outfitted with charging ports, Wi-Fi and real-time information screens to track buses. This transfer station, which opened in September, is temporary, but the agency is looking to build a permanent location that would also include shopping and affordable housing.



A number of other transit agencies have also shown clear signs of progress. Seven large transit systems -- including the transit authority in Worcester, Mass.; CT Transit in Stamford and New Haven, Conn.; and Sun Tran in Tucson, Ariz. -- have 
exceeded ridership levels from 2019
, and places like Richmond embody the possibilities of well-funded models.



Ms. Rennert, the senior research associate at the Urban Institute, said advocates for better transit are continuing to put pressure on Congress to "meet what is very obviously the demonstrated need."



She added, "This issue is not something that transit agencies can solve by themselves."



Ana Ley
 and 
Patrick McGeehan
 contributed reporting for this story.
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Inside the White House, a Debate Over Letting Ukraine Shoot U.S. Weapons Into Russia



After a sobering trip to Kyiv, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken is urging the president to lift restrictions on how Ukraine can use American arms.




The aftermath of a Ukrainian attack on Belgorod, Russia, earlier this month.




By David E. Sanger


May 22, 2024


Since the first American shipments of sophisticated weapons to Ukraine, President Biden has never wavered on one prohibition: President Volodymyr Zelensky had to agree to never fire them into Russian territory, insisting that would violate Mr. Biden's mandate to "avoid World War III."



But the consensus around that policy is fraying. Propelled by the State Department, there is now a vigorous debate inside the administration over relaxing the ban to allow the Ukrainians to hit missile and artillery launch sites just over the border in Russia -- targets that Mr. Zelensky says have enabled Moscow's recent territorial gains.



The proposal, pressed by Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken after a sobering visit to Kyiv last week, is still in the formative stages, and it is not clear how many of his colleagues among Mr. Biden's inner circle have signed on. It has not yet been formally presented to the president, who has traditionally been the most cautious, officials said.



The State Department spokesman, Matthew A. Miller, declined to comment on the internal deliberations over Ukraine policy, including Mr. Blinken's report after his return from Kyiv.



But officials involved in the deliberations said Mr. Blinken's position had changed because the Russians had opened a new front in the war, with devastating results. Moscow's forces have placed weapons right across the border from northeastern Ukraine, and aimed them at Kharkiv -- knowing the Ukrainians would only be able to use non-American drones and other weaponry to target them in response.



For months, Mr. Zelensky has been mounting attacks on Russian ships, oil facilities and electricity plants, but he has been doing so largely with Ukrainian-made drones, which don't pack the power and speed of the American weapons. And increasingly, the Russians are shooting down the Ukrainian drones and missiles or sending them astray, thanks to improved electronic warfare techniques.



Now, the pressure is mounting on the United States to help Ukraine target Russian military sites, even if Washington wants to maintain its ban on attacking oil refineries and other Russian infrastructure with American-provided arms. Britain, usually in lockstep with Washington on war strategy, has quietly lifted its own restrictions, so that its "Storm Shadow" cruise systems can be used to target Russia more broadly.



The British foreign secretary, David Cameron, a former prime minister, said during a visit to Kyiv ahead of Mr. Blinken's that Ukraine "absolutely has the right to strike back at Russia."



The United States is now 
considering training Ukrainian troops inside the country
, rather than sending them to a training ground in Germany. That would require putting American military personnel in Ukraine, something else that Mr. Biden has prohibited until now. It raises the question of how the United States would respond if the trainers, who would likely be based near the western city of Lviv, came under attack. The Russians have periodically targeted Lviv, though it is distant from the main areas of combat.



Another hint of a shift came in recent days. Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III, in repeating the usual administration position -- "our expectation is that they continue to use the weapons that we've provided on targets inside of Ukraine" -- seemed to suggest that there may be exceptions made for Russian aircraft operating in the safety of Russian territory, just over the border, enabling pilots to release glide bombs into eastern Ukraine.



"The aerial dynamic's a little bit different," Mr. Austin allowed, but he struggled to articulate the new standard. "And so -- but again, don't -- don't want to speculate on any -- any one or -- or any type of engagement here at the podium, so."



When a reporter followed up by asking whether such aerial operations by the Russians were "off-limits or not off-limits?" Mr. Austin did not respond.



The Russians are accustomed to such debates, and they have been unsubtle in playing to American concerns about an escalation of the war.



This week they began very public exercises with the units that would be involved in the use of tactical nuclear weapons, the kind that would be used on Ukrainian troops. Russian news reports said it was "a response to provocative statements and threats from Western officials against Russia." 



But the administration appears 
less sensitive to such threats than it was in the early days of the war,
 or in October 2022, when there were fears that Russia, its forces failing, might use those weapons against Ukrainian military targets. During that incident, some administration officials, picking up conversations among Russian officers, feared there was a 50 percent chance a nuclear weapon could be detonated.



The current exercises, in contrast, are being dismissed as bluster and muscle-flexing.



In a notable break from the administration's public position, Victoria Nuland, who left her position as No. 3 official in the State Department this spring, is now making a public argument that the administration needs to drop its ban on the use of its weapons against targets inside Russia.



"I think if the attacks are coming directly from over the line in Russia, that those bases ought to be fair game," she said Sunday on ABC's "This Week."



"I think it's time for that because Russia has obviously escalated this war," she added, noting that Russia's attack on Kharkiv is an effort "to decimate it without ever having to put a boot on the ground. So I think it is time to give the Ukrainians more help hitting these bases inside Russia."



Ms. Nuland was always among a far more hawkish camp inside the administration, and her view was in the minority. But over time she won more and more of the arguments over whether to send more sophisticated missiles and artillery systems to Ukraine, and each time Mr. Biden relented, the worst fears he had about escalation did not materialize.



In an interview with The New York Times this week, Mr. Zelensky dismissed fears of escalation, saying President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia had already escalated the war. And he thought it unlikely that Mr. Putin would ever make good on his threat to unleash a nuclear weapon.



Mr. Biden and some of his aides are clearly not convinced. Over the past year they have said they believe there is some red line out there that would unleash a more severe reaction from Mr. Putin. They just don't know exactly where that is, or what the reaction might be.



In private with Mr. Blinken last week and in his interview with The Times, Mr. Zelensky argued that at this desperate stage of the war, it was critical to let him use American weapons against Russian military units.



"This is part of our defense," Mr. Zelensky told The Times. "How can we protect ourselves from these attacks? This is the only way."
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Iran's Supreme Leader Leads Funeral Prayers for President



State news media in Iran reported that the political leader of Hamas was in the capital for the funeral. It was not immediately clear how many foreign dignitaries would attend.




A funeral ceremony in Tehran on Wednesday for President Ebrahim Raisi of Iran and Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the country's foreign minister, both of whom were killed in a helicopter crash over the weekend.




By Cassandra Vinograd and Leily Nikounazar


May 22, 2024


Crowds packed the streets of Tehran and Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, performed funeral prayers on Wednesday for the country's president, with senior officials from the Iranian-backed militant groups Hamas and Hezbollah joining the commemorations.



The presence of leaders from Hamas and Hezbollah -- two key Iranian proxies in the Middle East -- alongside an array of non-Western officials offered a stark illustration of Tehran's international standing at a turbulent moment for the country.



The president, Ebrahim 
Raisi
, 63, was killed 
in a helicopter crash
 along with Iran's 
foreign minister, Hossein Amir Abdollahian
, 60, and five others traveling with them on Sunday. Ayatollah Khamenei declared five days of mourning, and funeral observances began on Tuesday with a procession in Tabriz, the closest big city to the crash site in northwestern Iran. The bodies of Mr. Raisi and of the others killed were then taken to the holy city of Qom and to Tehran, the capital, ahead of Wednesday's events.



Iran's security forces implemented tight traffic restrictions for the city, the Tehran police chief, Col. Abdolfazl Mousavipour, told state television overnight. State television also reported that public transportation would be free on Wednesday -- declared a national holiday -- to make it easier for people to attend the funeral.




Officials sprayed water on people attending the funeral to help with the heat.




On Wednesday morning, state news media broadcast footage of huge crowds making their way to the University of Tehran, where the flag-draped coffins were housed in a large hall.



Ayatollah Khamenei, 85
, entered with an entourage, laying down his cane in front of the coffins before performing the prayers. His words were carried on loudspeakers to crowds standing outside who bowed their heads in prayer, state media footage showed.



Mr. Raisi had been considered 
a potential candidate
 to succeed the supreme leader, who is reportedly in declining health. After performing the prayers, Ayatollah Khamenei embraced relatives of Mr. Raisi, video on state news media showed, stroking one boy's head.



A funeral procession then got underway, with crowds thronging an open truck that carried the coffins to Tehran's Azadi -- or Freedom -- Square past billboards showing a smiling Mr. Raisi. Many people carried photographs of the president; most wore black.



"If there is one thing that the Islamic Republic is truly adept at," Ali Vaez, the Iran director at the International Crisis Group, said, it is "to organize funerals and bring its core constituents to the streets."



"It's a show of force aimed at showcasing the regime's legitimacy to supporters at home and enemies abroad," he added.



A ceremony -- scheduled to take place at 4 p.m. local time and which state media said would include more than 40 "
high-ranking foreign delegations
," including 10 heads of state -- will most likely serve the same aims.




A photo released by the Iranian government showed Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran's supreme leader, praying on Wednesday over the coffins of those killed in the helicopter crash.




State news media broadcast footage trumpeting the arrivals at the main Tehran airport, where a red carpet greeted 
the presidents of Tunisia
, Kais Saied; and of Tajikistan, Emomali Rahmon. The prime minister of Armenia, Nikol Pashinyan, also made his way through, as did 
Syria's prime minister
, Hussein Arnous; and Pakistan's, Shehbaz Sharif.



"The participating foreign delegates reflect the state of Iran's relations with the outside world: low-level Western representation along with high-level participation by Iran's neighbors and nonstate allies," Mr. Vaez said.



Notably absent were particularly high-level officials from China or Russia, given that Mr. Raisi's supporters had praised him with turning Iran's policies away from the West toward more engagement with Beijing and Moscow. China sent Zhang Guoqing, a 
"special representative"
 of President Xi Jinping, to Tehran on Wednesday, while Vyacheslav Volodin, the chairman of the lower house of the Russian Parliament, appeared to be the most senior official from Moscow.



However, according to Barbara Slavin, an Iran expert and distinguished fellow at the Stimson Center, a think tank in Washington, the "fairly modest showing of heads of state" was most likely a reflection of Mr. Raisi's political status -- which was more akin to that of a prime minister than a president.



"Raisi was not the head of state -- the supreme leader is," Ms. Slavin said, adding that, as such, it "would not be appropriate" for President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia or Mr. Xi, China's leader, to attend the funeral.




In Tehran on Wednesday. The day was declared a national holiday in Iran to commemorate the deaths.




The attendees did include high-level representatives of Hamas and Hezbollah, who appeared at the commemorations on Wednesday amid chants of "Death to America" and "Death to Israel" from the crowds.



In an address at the funeral ceremonies, Ismail Haniyeh, who leads Hamas's political wing from exile, recalled meeting with Mr. Raisi in Tehran during the holy month of Ramadan. At that meeting, Mr. Haniyeh said, Mr. Raisi emphasized Iran's "unchangeable" commitment to the Palestinian cause, according to Iranian state media.



The presence of Mr. Haniyeh -- who was later 
shown on state news media meeting privately
 with Ayatollah Khamenei -- came despite the prospect of 
a looming arrest warrant
 from the International Criminal Court on allegations of war crimes and crimes against humanity. (Iran is 
not party
 to the statute that established the court.)



Hamas is a significant 
part of the network of proxies
 that Iran has developed and supported in the region. The militant group's attack on Israel in October and Israel's ensuing war in Gaza dramatically 
escalated tensions
 that last month pushed Israel and Iran to 
exchange rare direct attacks
.



The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, which on Monday commemorated Mr. Raisi as a "big brother," sent Naim Qassem, its deputy secretary general to the funeral.



While thousands of government supporters attended the funeral and memorial services across Iran, many Iranians who oppose the government and despised Mr. Raisi for his record of human rights violations showed apathy and some even cheered his death.



The helicopter crash left Iran without two of its highest-profile officials at a particularly fraught time. Iran's clerical rulers are grappling with an 
economic crisis
 and widespread domestic discontent.




Mourners in Tehran on Wednesday. Thousands of government supporters attended the funeral and memorial services across Iran.




There are also questions about the future of Iran's 
nuclear program
. Tehran has produced nuclear fuel enriched to a level just short of what would be needed to produce several bombs. Days before his death, Mr. Amir Abdollahian 
met with the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency
, Rafael Grossi
,
 who was demanding better access to Iran's nuclear facilities.



On Wednesday, Mr. Grossi said that Iran's mourning period had caused a "temporary interruption" in discussions about cooperation. He 
told the news agency Reuters
 that he hoped the interruption would "be over in a matter of days."



As investigators look into what caused the crash -- state media reported that it was because of a "technical failure," and Iran's military is leading 
a commission
 -- more details have emerged about its final moments.



State news media reported that Gholamhossein Esmaili, Iran's presidential chief of staff, had said that weather conditions were normal when the helicopter took off on Sunday. Mr. Esmaili was in one of the two other helicopters traveling with Mr. Raisi's that made it home safely.



About 45 minutes into the flight, Mr. Esmaili said, the pilot of Mr. Raisi's helicopter told the convoy of aircraft to increase altitude to avoid a cloud. But Mr. Raisi's helicopter disappeared.



Mr. Esmaili told state TV that several attempts to make radio contact failed. One of the passengers on Mr. Raisi's helicopter, a local prayer leader from Tabriz, eventually answered a phone and said that the helicopter had crashed. The prayer leader, Mohammad Ali Ale-Hashem, later died.



Farnaz Fassihi
 and 
Euan Ward
 contributed reporting.
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Despite Setback, Neuralink's First Brain-Implant Patient Stays Upbeat



Elon Musk's first human experiment with a computerized brain device developed significant flaws, but the subject, who is paralyzed, has few regrets.




Noland Arbaugh, paralyzed from the fourth vertebra in his neck down from an accident, is the first patient to take part in the clinical trial of humans testing Elon Musk's Neuralink device.




By Christina Jewett


May 22, 2024


Just four months ago, Noland Arbaugh had a circle of bone removed from his skull and hair-thin sensor tentacles slipped into his brain. A computer about the size of a small stack of quarters was placed on top and the hole was sealed.



Paralyzed below the neck, Mr. Arbaugh is the first patient to take part in the clinical trial of humans testing Elon Musk's Neuralink device, and his early progress was greeted with excitement.



Working with engineers, Mr. Arbaugh, 30, trained computer programs to translate the firing of neurons in his brain into the act of moving a cursor up, down and around. His command of the cursor was soon so agile that he could challenge his stepfather at Mario Kart and play an empire-building video game late into the night.



But as weeks passed, about 85 percent of the device's tendrils slipped out of his brain. Neuralink's staff had to retool the system to allow him to regain command of the cursor. Though he needed to learn a new method to click on something, he can still skate the cursor across the screen.



Neuralink advised him against a surgery to replace the threads, he said, adding that the situation had stabilized.



The setback became public earlier this month. And although the diminished activity was initially difficult and disappointing, Mr. Arbaugh said it had been worth it for Neuralink to move forward in a tech-medical field aimed at helping people regain their speech, sight or movement.



"I just want to bring everyone along this journey with me," he said. "I want to show everyone how amazing this is. And it's just been so rewarding. So I'm really excited to keep going."



From a small desert town in Arizona, Mr. Arbaugh has emerged as an enthusiastic spokesman for Neuralink, one of at least five companies leveraging decades of academic research to engineer a device that can help restore function in people with disabilities or degenerative diseases.



While Mr. Musk's pitches have centered on sci-fi ambitions like telepathy for high-tech consumers, Mr. Arbaugh's experience shows the potential for advancement in one medical realm where federal authorities will allow such risky research.




A Neuralink disk implant held by Elon Musk during a live presentation in 2020.




Neuralink announced this week in news reports that it had received permission from the Food and Drug Administration to continue testing implants in additional patients. The company has not offered much detail on the unexpected flaw, and did not respond to requests for comment.



Mr. Arbaugh has been paralyzed since a swimming accident in the lush hills of Northeastern Pennsylvania, where he worked after college as a camp counselor. Lunging into waist-deep water in a lake with a group of friends, he sank to the bottom.



"I was facedown in the water and I just thought, well, I can't move. So what do I do? I guess nothing," Mr. Arbaugh said. "So I took a big drink and passed out."



Mr. Arbaugh became paralyzed from the fourth vertebra in his neck down.



Adjusting to life as a person with quadriplegia was far from the future he had envisioned. As a young person growing up in Yuma, Ariz., Mr. Arbaugh had pursued all his community had to offer. If he wasn't playing soccer, football or golf, he was at an Academic Decathlon competition or a chess tournament. Among the first in his family to go to college, he enrolled at Texas A&M University, where he admittedly smoked too much marijuana, spent a slightly aimless semester in Australia and skipped too many classes to graduate as a senior.



In the years after the accident, he tried to adjust to an array of devices meant to help people who are paralyzed. Most failed to work effectively for long periods, though Siri on his iPad emerged as his most reliable assistant, enabling him to call and text his friends.



Last year, a friend, Greg Bain, told him about Neuralink and urged him to apply for the company's first trial in humans.



Mr. Arbaugh said he did not have strong feelings about Mr. Musk, but felt that he drove progress and that "things he touched turned to gold."



After the implant was embedded in late January, he began working long days with Neuralink staff to link the neuronal patterns picked up in his brain to the actions he intended to take. He found the work tedious and repetitive, but rewarding.



Once the training was complete, engineers gave him control of the cursor on a computer. "I was like, once you guys take these restraints off me, I'm just gonna fly," Mr. Arbaugh recalled.



On his first day flying solo, Mr. Arbaugh beat a 2017 world record in the field for speed and precision in cursor control. "It was very, very cool," Mr. Arbaugh said.




Mr. Arbaugh played Snake with the help of the Neuralink implant at home.




The long days of training computer models with Neuralink staff at his side have now been reduced to remote work in four-hour time blocks, Mr. Arbaugh said. The team continues to work on tasks like spelling words, as he envisions making sign language letters or writing on a chalk board.



But the Neuralink device continued to lose its connection, the tendrils gradually sliding out of the tissue of his brain and presumably resting in the fluid that surrounds it.



When only about 15 percent of the threads remained in place, Mr. Arbaugh lost command of the cursor altogether. Engineers recalibrated the computer programs to perform most tasks he had been able to do before. Because he can no longer get the system to do mouse clicks, he's using a new tool that allows him to click by hovering a cursor over the item he intends to select.



The flawed implant underscores the concerns of some experts in the brain-computer-interface field. The small, round device implanted in the skull is supposed to keep the thin tendrils of electrodes in place. But like a finger in a pie that's wobbling about, the threads can pull out.



Mr. Arbaugh said his brain moved more than engineers had expected, and have revised the surgical plan to implant the threads deeper in the next patient's brain.



Neuralink is vetting applications from others interested in taking part in trials. Their expenses, such as travel, are covered by the 
company
, according to Neuralink.



This first Neuralink experiment also highlights how complicated the mechanics of the connection between the brain and a device are.



Lee Miller, a professor of neuroscience and rehabilitative medicine at Northwestern University, described the difficulties of working with the brain. It is bathed in salt water, moves around as the head swivels and bobs, and it is equipped with immune defenses meant to wall off invaders. Researchers have observed the brain forming scar tissue around sensors and even rejecting an entire sensing unit that used a grid of tiny needles.



Cristin Welle, a University of Colorado neurophysiologist who started the neural interfaces program at the Food and Drug Administration, which approves medical devices like the implants, said the first Neuralink case suggested that the company still faced hurdles in developing a durable device.



If the threads were implanted deeper, they could still ease out and leave fibers rubbing on the surface of the brain, possibly increasing the amount of scarring -- and signal loss -- in the area, she said.



"It's hard to know if that would work," Dr. Welle said. "It may be the case that a fully flexible device may not be a long-term solution."



Mr. Arbaugh said his team had expected his brain to form scar tissue around the threads at the base of the brain -- which they believed would help hold them in place. He said he will have the option to leave the study after a year, but expected to keep working with the company longer. Neuralink has said the initial study will 
take about six years
 to complete.



Other leading commercial companies have taken different approaches.




A Blackrock Neurotech cortical electrode array being connected to the cortex of the brain and skull of research volunteer Austin Beggin in 2022.




Synchron, based in Brooklyn, has avoided the delicate tissue of the brain by going through a vessel to implant a tiny metal tube near the motor cortex of the brain. Yet the device does not pick up as much subtle neural activity as others that penetrate brain tissue, according to researchers in the field. It registers louder signals, so to speak, like the intent to select an option from an on-screen menu. The company has human 
trials underway
.



Precision Neuroscience, based in Manhattan has implanted a flexible strip equipped with sensors on the surface of people's brains and is reviewing the data it is gleaning from patients with the strip placed temporarily, Michael Mager, the company's chief executive, said.



Researchers have been studying brain-computer devices for decades. The standard had been a grid of 96 pins, called the Utah Array, that rests on the top of the brain and picks up activity up to 1.5 millimeters below the surface. It tends to be linked through a wire in the skull to a small box mounted on the head during continuing 
human trials
. The hole in the skull that lets the wire through is prone to infection, though, and Blackrock Neurotech in Salt Lake City is working on a fully implantable upgrade.



Paradromics, which also uses a device with a grid based on the Utah Array, is testing its implantable device in sheep and expects to test it in humans in about a year, according to Matt Angle, the company's chief executive.



All of the work is closely regulated by the F.D.A., which weighs the risks and the benefits for procedures and is expected to first consider use of these devices in people with major disabilities or degenerative diseases. (The agency would not comment specifically on Neuralink, but said it requires routine reports on expected and unexpected events in such trials.)



Beyond that, researchers are divided over the prospect of widespread use by people with no disability, who might want an implant to communicate without speech or to download a language, as Mr. Musk has mused. Some researchers predict availability for general consumers in decades. Others argue that will never be authorized for activities like web surfing in the shower, given the infection risk of repeated brain surgeries over a lifetime.



Mr. Angle, of Paradromics, said he could envision a progression from usage in people with no ability to speak or walk to those with serious mental health problems that have resisted treatment.



From there, he said, consumer use could be a decade away. After all, he said, the idea of Botox went from preposterous to mainstream in about as much time.



"If 100 years ago you said, 'Hey, rich people are going to inject botulism in their face,' that sounds totally nuts," he said. "Once you understand the risks, and people can make informed decisions, then it becomes reasonable."



Mr. Arbaugh hopes to see the technology deployed first to restore function in those who lost it.



"And then it can go to enabling people to enhance their capabilities," he said, adding, "As long as we don't give up our humanity along the way."
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square feet



Priced Out of Housing, Communities Take Development Into Their Own Hands



Across the country, neighborhood groups are uniting to fund mixed-use developments that meet housing and business demands, giving locals a place to live, work and learn new skills.




In Traverse City, Mich., a crowdfunding campaign helped finance construction of a 47,000-square-foot mixed-use building.




By Keith Schneider


May 13, 2024


As the owner of the coffee retailer Higher Grounds Trading Company, Chris Treter had a problem: Business was booming, but his new hires couldn't find affordable places to live.



"Traverse City is becoming Myrtle Beach meets Hilton Head -- a place catering to a population outside the region," Mr. Treter said. "Our work force can't live here anymore."



Mr. Treter and others in this small Lake Michigan community with a population of nearly 16,000 came up with a solution: a 47,000 square-foot building that offered spaces for residences, businesses and community activities that had been in short supply as gentrification in the city pushed prices up and local residents out.



What sets this project apart from others like it is how it's paid for. Mr. Treter developed the space with Kate Redman, a lawyer who works with nonprofit organizations, and several other entrepreneurs who were dealing with similar challenges. They created a crowdfunding campaign that recruited nearly 500 residents to invest $1.3 million as a down payment to help finance the project's construction and earn up to 7 percent annually in dividend payments. Roughly 500 more residents contributed $50 each to join the project as co-op members.



The $20 million development, called Commongrounds, opened late last year. It is at full occupancy and consists of 18 income-based apartments (rent below market rate based on median income), five hotel-like rooms for short-term rentals, a restaurant, three commercial kitchens (for the restaurant and to be used for events and classes), a food market, a coffee training center (for new hires and developing new drinks), a 150-seat performing arts center, a co-working space, offices and a Montessori preschool.




The $20 million development, Commongrounds, opened late last year along the Boardman River. It is fully occupied.





Chris Treter, left, and Kate Redman, center, with Andrew Lutes, co-executive director of Commongrounds. Mr. Treter developed the space with Ms. Redman.




The owners, made up of over 1,000 co-op members, also embrace a cooperative management approach to operations. Shareholders, business tenants and apartment renters elect the project's nine-member board of directors.



Commongrounds is the latest and largest example of what developers of similar projects across the United States call "community-owned cooperative real estate." The strategy was developed a decade ago by a nonprofit legal group and a nonprofit neighborhood group in Oakland, Calif., and has been refined by legal and development groups in Atlanta, Boston, Minneapolis, Philadelphia, Portland, Ore., and other cities.



The cooperative strategy enables neighborhood groups to finance unconventional construction or renovation projects that banks and institutional lenders, which prefer strong cash-flow operations, won't touch.



"It's part of a robust movement for community control and affordable real estate, rather than enabling high-priced development at the whims of the market," said Mohit Mookim, a lawyer at the Sustainable Economies Law Center, a nonprofit group in Oakland that helped develop the strategy.



Much of the approach stems from efforts by the federal and local governments to make it easier for small investors to put money into real estate developments. Federal rules once barred small investors -- those whose net worth is less than $1 million or who make less than $200,000 a year in income -- from participating in development projects; that changed in 2015. At the same time, a few states enacted laws allowing small investors to put their money into local developments.



"Until that change, 90 percent of the residents in a community couldn't make direct investments in a real estate project," said Chris Miller, the board chairman of the National Coalition for Community Capital, a nonprofit group. "Michigan allows nonaccredited investors to invest up to $10,000 in a project now. That was unheard-of before."



Cooperative developments can now be found throughout the country. For this article, we identified roughly 15 cooperatively owned projects in the United States. Here are a few of them:



In Oakland,
 the East Bay Permanent Real Estate Cooperative is widely credited with being one of the first community groups to apply the community-owned cooperative concept to a neighborhood project. In 2019, the group raised $185,000 from a crowdfunding campaign that attracted more than 25 investors to help finance a $1.3 million project to buy and renovate Co-op 789, a four-unit apartment building in North Oakland.



Noni Session, a co-founder and the director of East Bay Permanent Real Estate Cooperative, said community-owned cooperative projects responded to the economic disruption caused by what she called the "standard capital pathway" of conventional development. Developers and private bankers who live and work outside the city, she said, typically ignore local residents as they pursue projects that are heralded as "neighborhood revitalization."




Noni Session of East Bay Permanent Real Estate Cooperative at the group's most recent real estate acquisition, Esther's Orbit Room and Cultural Arts Center.





The co-op plans to turn its most recent real estate acquisition into a community events space that will have a residential component in addition to commercial space for artists and performers.




"Almost all of that overlooks every single person in a nonaffluent community like West Oakland," Ms. Session said. "Our model is economic inclusion. The goal is to reclaim our city and recapture power for how it develops."



In Boston
, 81 community investors raised $142,500 to start construction in 2022 on a vacant lot on Dorchester Avenue for a five-story building that consisted of 29 affordable apartments and a bookstore on the ground floor.



The developer, TLee Development, recruited the individual investors for the $9.65 million project, which was completed last year.



"We're involved in 15 projects like this around Boston," said Declan Keefe, a co-founder of CoEverything, a Boston architecture and development consultancy that specializes in community-owned cooperative projects. "The focus is community ownership so that people aren't being displaced."



In Atlanta
, a worker-owned cooperative called the Guild established the Community Stewardship Trust, in which local residents could buy shares and have a say in future projects that the Guild is involved with. The Guild's first project is the purchase of an abandoned 7,000-square-foot building on Dill Avenue that it is expanding to 21,000 square feet for 18 units of affordable housing, a grocery store, a co-working space and three commercial kitchens. The project is expected to open this year.



"Our goal is making sure that in neighborhoods that are gentrifying, the people that made these neighborhoods great get to benefit from the development that's happening," said Nikishka Iyengar, the founder and director of the Guild.




An apartment at Commongrounds, which offers short-term and long-term rental options.





The Aviary is a co-working office space on the first floor at Commongrounds.




In Traverse City, Commongrounds was driven by some of the same principles of affordability and community oversight. Once a temperate seasonal beachfront outpost, the city has added 1,000 new residents over the past decade and evolved into a busy, increasingly expensive all-season urban center.



Downtown is booming with new and expensive residential and commercial construction. A one-bedroom apartment typically rents for over $1,900 a month, while annual median individual incomes have barely nudged above $31,000. The median price for homes climbed to nearly $400,000 in February, more than twice what it was in 2010.



Joe Sarafa, a local developer and property manager, helped guide Mr. Treter through the details of buying the half-acre Commongrounds site along the Boardman River, which flows through the city. Eight residents, most of them prominent community activists, invested $550,000 to buy the property and become the project's first investors.



Ms. Redman, with the help of volunteers, organized public meetings to decide the project's core mission and develop the crowdfunding strategy. They worked with city officials to adjust several zoning restrictions, such as drastically reducing parking requirements.



Another important player was Jeff Hickman, a vice president of Coastal States Bank who lives in Traverse City and arranged $8 million in rural business and industry loan guarantees from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The balance was funded by a nonprofit lender, and state and county grants.



The finished building, with its sunlight-filled public spaces and inviting offices and residences, was designed by Ray Kendra, a local architect.



"What I want to do now is work on more community-owned projects," said Ms. Redman, who manages the building's staff. "There's interest here to develop more housing and more real estate that meets community needs."
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Critic's Pick



'Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga' Review: A Lonely Avenger



The fifth installment of George Miller's series delivers an origin story of Furiosa, the hard-bitten driver played here by Anya Taylor-Joy.




The character keeps her hair in the prequel.




By Manohla Dargis


May 15, 2024


Dystopia has rarely looked as grim and felt as exhilarating as it has in George Miller's "Mad Max" cycle. For decades, Miller has been wowing viewers with hallucinatory images of a ravaged, violent world that looks enough like ours to generate shivers of recognition. Yet however familiar his alternative universe can seem -- 
feel
 -- his filmmaking creates such a strong contact high that it's always been easy to simply bliss out on the sheer spectacle of it all. Apocalypse? Cool!



The thing is, it has started to feel less cool just because in the years since the original "Mad Max" opened in 1979, the distance between Miller's scorched earth and ours has narrowed. Set "a few years from now," the first film tracks Max Rockatansky (Mel Gibson), a highway patrol cop who has a semblance of a normal life with a wife and kid. That things are about to go to hell for Max is obvious in the opening shot of a sign for the Hall of Justice, an entry that evokes the gate at Auschwitz ("Work Sets You Free"). You may have flinched if you made that association, but whatever qualms you had were soon swept away by the ensuing chases and crashes, the gunning engines and mad laughter.



Miller's latest and fifth movie in the cycle, "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga," is primarily an origin story that recounts the life and brutal, dehumanizing times of the young Furiosa (Anya Taylor-Joy), the hard-bitten rig driver played by Charlize Theron in the last film, "
Mad Max: Fury Road
" (2015). Miller's magnum opus, "Fury Road" is at once the apotheosis of his cinematic genius -- it's one of the great movies of the last decade -- and a departure narratively and tonally from the previous films. In "Fury," Max still serves as the nominal headliner (with Tom Hardy taking over for Gibson), but the movie's dramatic and emotional weight rests on Furiosa, her quest and her hopes.



As befits a creation story, "Furiosa" tracks Furiosa from childhood to young adulthood, a downward spiral that takes her from freedom to captivity and, in time, circumscribed sovereignty. It opens with the 10-year-old Furiosa (Alyla Browne) foraging in a forest close to a paradisiacal outpost called the Green Place of Many Mothers. Just as she's reaching for an amusingly, metaphorically ripe peach, her idyll is cut short by a gang of snaggletooth, hygiene-challenged bikers. They're soon rocketing across the desert with Furiosa tied up on one of their bikes, with her mother (Charlee Fraser) and another woman in pursuit on horseback, a chase that presages the fight for power and bodies which follows.



The chase grows exponentially tenser as Miller begins shifting between close-ups and expansive long shots, the raucous noise and energy of the kidnappers on their hell machines working contrapuntally against the desert's stillness. While the scene's arid landscape conjures up past "Mad Max" adventures, the buttes and the galloping horse evoke the classic westerns from which this series has drawn some of its mythopoetic force. Max has often seemed like a Hollywood gunslinger (or samurai) transplanted into Miller's feverish imagination with some notes from Joseph Campbell. The minute Furiosa starts gnawing on her captor's fuel line, though, Miller makes it clear that this wee captive is no damsel in distress.



Furiosa's odyssey takes a turn for the more ominous when she's delivered to the bikers' ruler, Warlord Dementus (a vamping Chris Hemsworth), a voluble show-boater who oversees a gaggle of largely male nomads. Wearing a billowing white cape, Dementus travels in a chariot drawn by motorcycles and keeps a scholar by his side. He's a ridiculous figure, and Miller and Hemsworth lean into the character's absurdity with a physical presentation that is as outlandish as Dementus's pomposity and (prosthetic) nose. It's hard not to wonder if Miller drew inspiration for the character from both Charlton Heston's heroic champion and the Arab sheikh in the 1959 epic "Ben-Hur," a very different desert saga.




Chris Hemsworth as Warlord Dementus, the ruler of a group of bikers.




The power of the "Mad Max" movies partly derives from how Miller supercharges the kinds of stories that are passed from family to family, tribe to tribe, culture to culture, the ones that are embedded in our heads and chart our paths, whether we know it or not. Yet while Miller is a modern mythmaker, he remains tethered to the world -- the machinations and conflagrations in the movies at times queasily mirror our own -- and it's worth noting that he's also a physician. (He was the set doctor on some "Max" movies.) His background helps explain, I think, his attention to the human body, most obviously in the flamboyant stunt work that has become a series trademark, and his delight in showing the whirring parts of bodies, machines and ecosystems -- how they 
work
.



Furiosa's own body is very much at the center of this movie, which shifts directions when, after some power plays and narrative busywork, she lands in the Citadel, the heavily guarded fortress the character fled in "Fury Road." There, she is herded with some cloistered young women, handmaidens whose sole function is to bear children for Immortan Joe (Lachy Hulme), the Citadel's leader. It's also there that Furiosa, still a child (and still played by Browne), catches the eye of one of Immortan Joe's spawn, a hulking predator whose designs on her jolt the story into a different, unsettling register. Miller, smartly, doesn't overplay this section -- and Furiosa evades this creep -- but it's still a shock to the system.



The shock lingers, and darkens the story precipitously. To survive, Furiosa escapes her would-be molester by obscuring her identity and joining the ranks of the Citadel's chattel workers. She melts into the crowd, and years pass as the scenes blend together and a determined, sympathetic Taylor-Joy steps into the role. There's more, lots and lots: Furiosa shaves her head and finds a mentor in a driver, Praetorian Jack (Tom Burke, the louche heartbreaker in Joanna Hogg's "The Souvenir"). Together they and armies of minions journey to hot spots like the Bullet Farm, where Miller dazzles you with his customary pyrotechnics as he finesses the pieces -- Immortan Joe and Dementus included -- into place.



It takes a while to get used to Taylor-Joy as Furiosa, partly because Theron originated the character with such a distinct mixture of raw anger and deep-boned melancholy. Theron also looked like she could kick everyone's butt in "Fury Road"; she more or less kicked Max's, at least metaphorically by becoming the series' new totem. Taylor-Joy doesn't (yet) have her predecessor's physical expressiveness, but like Theron, she trained as a ballet dancer and moves beautifully, with the kind of unforced gracefulness that suggests she can easily slip out of any difficulty. Taylor-Joy's Furiosa may look too physically slight to handle the Armageddon, but that sense of vulnerability of course serves the story.



My guess is that Miller chose Taylor-Joy as his new Furiosa in part because of the actress's large, wide-set eyes. They're enormous; they're also mesmerizing. They lock your own gaze down, commanding your attention, never more so than when the actress is looking up with her head bowed. It's an angle that accentuates the whites of her eyes, which shine especially bright in the Citadel's sepulchral lighting. (Jack Nicholson perfected this menacing technique in "The Shining," which is why it's called the Kubrick Stare.) The effect can be greatly destabilizing, creating uncertainty about the character and what kind of hero she'll prove to be.



Furiosa's reticence is strategic, as well as a trait she shares with Mad Max himself, the model for her taciturn avenger. While Furiosa is hiding in plain sight in the Citadel, her circumspection protects her, but it also accentuates her existential plight. She's alone, spiritually and in every other respect, at least before meeting Praetorian Jack (not that they're chatty). Hers is a lonely burden and, as the story and the fighting continue, it gives "Furiosa" a surprising emotional heaviness which can make this exciting, kinetic movie feel terribly sad.



Scene for scene, "Furiosa" is very much a complement to "Fury Road," yet the new movie never fully pops the way the earlier one does. As it turns out, it is one thing to watch a movie about warriors high-tailing it out of Dodge on the road to nowhere. It's something else entirely to watch a woman struggle to survive a world that eats its young and everyone else, too. Miller is such a wildly inventive filmmaker that it's been easy to forget that he keeps making movies about the end of life as we know it. It's a blast watching his characters fight over oil, water and women, yet while I've long thought of him as a great filmmaker it's only with "Furiosa" that I now understand he's also one kick-ass prophet of doom.



Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga
Rated R for dystopian violence and intimations of child predation. Running time: 2 hours 28 minutes. In theaters.
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At Cannes, the Dogs Were Good Again This Year



The festival has long embraced canine stars like Messi, the hero of "Anatomy of a Fall," while human stars are happy to take their furry friends along.




Messi obliged the cameras on opening night at Cannes.




By Esther Zuckerman


May 21, 2024


On the morning the Cannes Film Festival opened, 
Messi, the canine hero
 of last year's Palme d'Or-winning "Anatomy of a Fall," was practicing climbing the stairs of the Grand Lumiere Theater. The majestic entry is typically reserved for stars dressed in their finery, but the official red carpet had not yet been rolled out. Messi's owner and trainer, Laura Martin Contini, coached him to bound up to the first landing and pose. He wasn't quite hitting his mark, stopping just one step below, but he eventually got the hang of it. Contini rewarded him with coos of "Oui, jolie" and "Oui, bravo" and a squeaky soccer ball toy he seemed to particularly enjoy, his blue eyes growing even more intense at the sight of it.



Messi was rehearsing for the opening credits of his new talk show, "Messi: The Cannes Film Festival From a Dog's Eye View." In the series of shorts for French TV, the star was going to interview talent (using the voice of a human actor).



His presence was proof of an incontrovertible fact about the festival, now in its second week: Cannes loves dogs. You could see that as Demi Moore, star of this year's "The Substance," brought her Chihuahua, Pilaf, to the photo call. And you could see it as Messi went through his paces, occasionally carrying a camera in his mouth, and onlookers just outside the barricades took photos. "It's like if I had George Clooney with me, but it's just a dog," said Tim Newman, a producer who came up with the idea for Messi's program.




Demi Moore brought Pilaf along during a photo call Monday for her new film, "The Substance."




The talk show is something of a victory lap for the pooch, who emerged as one of the biggest stars of the 2023 festival, even receiving the 
Palm Dog Award
, given annually to the premier canine performer, though he couldn't make that ceremony. "Last year we were not able to climb the famed steps of the Cannes arena, so this time we are returning and we are able to be at the red carpet and to support all of the dogs that will be considered for the Palm Dog," Contini said, speaking through a translator.



So why is this particular festival so friendly to pups? "Cannes is a good place for dogs to get a showcase because the French have a very sensible approach to dogs," the Palm Dog founder Toby Rose said, explaining, "They are always pretty much without exception welcome to join in restaurants, which I know to the Anglo-Saxon American and Brits is almost heresy." (Indeed, on the first day of my stay in Cannes this year a regal greyhound tottered in and out of a creperie while I ate.)



Rose established the Palm Dog in 2001, inspired by his own fox terrier, Mutley, who appeared in an entry screened in the festival's Short Film Corner. The first Palm Dog winner helped create an air of prestige around the prize: Jennifer Jason Leigh, who co-directed and co-starred (with Alan Cumming) in "
The Anniversary Party
," accepted on behalf of her canine lead, Otis.



"Dogs have become increasingly prominent in film since, and their roles in film have become more significant," Rose said. "We've now got to the point where Messi was so integral to 'Anatomy of a Fall.' You can't even imagine it without a dog."



There's also a promotional aspect to the Palm Dog, which is decided by a jury of film critics and handed out near the end of the festival: Having a Palm Dog winner is another chance for a film to get noticed, and Rose said a number of movies this year have already been flagged for "significant dog roles that are over and above the normal level of fabulous."



Those include two in the Un Certain Regard section: the French-Swiss "
Dog on Trial
," a comedy (yes) about a canine whose life is on the line after biting people, and the Chinese "
Black Dog
," about the bond between an unruly pup and a former convict who gets a job clearing strays from an overrun town near the Gobi Desert.



The four-legged stars of those films -- Kodi, who plays Cosmos in "Dog on Trial," and Xiao Xin of "Black Dog" -- had ventured to the South of France along with the human filmmakers. After posing for a photo shoot with Kodi, Laetitia Dosch, who directed, wrote and plays his lawyer in "Dog on Trial," said in an interview that she wanted the 9-year-old mixed breed to be as prominent in the credits as any human actor.



"I think the Palm Dog was first made as a joke, because Palm Dog, Palme d'Or, very funny," Dosch said. "Now for two or three years it's starting to be something very important actually." She added, "It's beautiful. I think it's a great prize and I hope all the dogs will win, because I don't want any competitiveness between dogs."




Kodi, who stars in "Dog on Trial," is among the contenders this year for the Palm Dog.




The next day, I caught up with Eddie Peng and his co-star, Xiao Xin, on a terrace in the Palais, where the sleepy whippet napped and an entourage doted on him. Peng adopted Xiao Xin, as well as two other dogs from the production, and as soon as he heard about the Palm Dog he knew she had a chance of winning. After fulfilling the requirements to avoid quarantine, Peng and Xiao Xin made the journey from Taipei to France. (He also consulted a dog whisperer to make sure she was OK with the trip.)



There are potential competitors: 
Yorgos Lanthimos's "Kinds of Kindness"
 has a number of pups and includes a sequence about a dog-controlled world. There is also a significant canine moment in 
Andrea Arnold's "Bird."
 "Furiosa" features some ferocious beasts, while a companion named Brad the Pit has a role in the horror comedy "The Balconettes." The hounds in both of those films end up with human limbs in their mouths, though they are still good dogs.



Messi is not the first pooch to walk the red carpet: 
Carrie Fisher's French bulldog, Gary,
 joined his owner in 2016 when she was promoting "Bright Lights," the documentary about her and her mother, Debbie Reynolds. And it's not a free-for-all. Peng did arrange for Xiao Xin to go onstage for the "Black Dog" premiere, but the festival would not allow her on the carpet. Messi had received special treatment.



It's hard to imagine a future canine star achieving Messi's level of fame. He can even flout the strict dress code, which requires black-tie attire. Newman was emphatic that Messi would not follow protocol when he walked the red carpet of the Grand Lumiere. "We're not going to make him a clown," Newman said. "He's a dog. No dog has a bow tie. No collar. No bow tie. No disguise. He's Messi."



Meanwhile, I had to put on formal wear just to stand on the red carpet on opening night and observe as Messi posed for hordes of cameras. When you're a star, you don't need a collar.
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The Siblings Who Changed How We Party



When James and Alexa Hirschfeld started Paperless Post 15 years ago, some saw its digital invitations as a fad. Instead, they have become a fixture of events and have spawned imitators.








By Christopher Barnard


May 21, 2024


On an afternoon this spring, James Hirschfeld, a founder of Paperless Post, was at the company's Lower Manhattan office surveying moodboards for digital invitation designs. They included materials for forthcoming motifs like New Victorian, a collection inspired by 19th-century decor, and a line by Annie Atkins, a graphic designer known for her collaborations with the director Wes Anderson.



As Mr. Hirschfeld examined the collagelike boards, he recalled a meeting about the design of new children's invitations. "Someone said, 'Dinosaurs are out, owls are in,'" he said. "And I thought, Is this my life?"



For the past 15 years, it has been.



Mr. Hirschfeld, 38, with his older sister, Alexa Hirschfeld, 40, started Paperless Post in 2009, when they were 23 and 25. He was a senior at Harvard and she was working at CBS as a second assistant to the anchor Katie Couric.



Since then the company has sent some 650 million invitations, according to its own metrics, has grown to employ a full-time staff of 110 people and, as of last year, has been immortalized in a "
Saturday Night Live
" sketch. Paperless Post has also earned fans in the heritage stationery businesses it sought to disrupt, collaborating with brands like Crane and Cheree Berry on digital products.



Its approach of combining the flourish of physical invitations with the ease of digital correspondence has been adopted by several younger companies, among them Electragram, a digital stationery business developed by the editor 
Graydon Carter
 and his wife, Anna Carter; HiNote, a similar business started by Alexis Traina, the wife of a former United States ambassador to Austria; and Partiful, a platform with a faster-and-looser sensibility that has 
resonated with members of Gen Z
.




Invitation motifs are often developed using moodboards like this one, which features reference materials for an invitation to a party celebrating Paperless Post's 15th anniversary. 




But when Paperless Post debuted, in certain corners of society its arrival was seen less as the dawn of a new era and more as a step toward the end of civilization as some knew it.



Pamela Fiori, an 
author
 who in 2009 was the editor of Town & Country magazine, 
told The New York Times
 back then that Paperless Post's brand of digital stationery was representative of "a world increasingly uncivilized." Ms. Fiori, now 80, said in an interview in April that although she still preferred using physical stationery, she could not deny the impact that the company has had in the years since it started.



"If you say Paperless Post now, people know immediately what you are talking about," she said. "They do it well."



Marcy Blum
, a wedding and event planner in Manhattan who has worked with clients like the basketball player LeBron James and the interior designer Nate Berkus, was also among those who at first quickly wrote off Paperless Post.



"We thought, 'This is convenient, but it isn't going to change much,'" Ms. Blum said. "We were absolutely incorrect." She added that her business had benefited from the service over the years because it allowed for planning more events at short notice.



"It's like Kleenex now, right?" Ms. Blum said, referring to how the name Paperless Post has become a general term for digital correspondence in the same way Kleenex became a general term for tissues.



Heady Beginnings at Harvard



The Hirschfeld siblings began developing what would become Paperless Post in 2007. Mr. Hirschfeld had by then begun his sophomore year at Harvard after transferring from Brown, and was planning his 21st birthday party.



"Paper invitations were expensive and inefficient," he said, adding that digital alternatives at the time like Facebook or the website Evite were "just unacceptable from a design perspective."



Ms. Hirschfeld, who had graduated from Harvard, was living with their parents at the family's home on the Upper East Side of Manhattan while starting her career in television. She had already begun to question that path, she said, when Mr. Hirschfeld called her with an idea to start an online business.



Neither had studied technology; Ms. Hirschfeld had majored in classics and modern Greek studies, and Mr. Hirschfeld was an English major. But they were motivated partly by what Mr. Hirschfeld described as a flourishing entrepreneurial spirit at Harvard in the wake of Mark Zuckerberg -- a classmate of Ms. Hirschfeld's -- starting Facebook with his university roommates.




Paperless Post now has 110 full-time employees and, according to company metrics, has sent some 650 million digital invitations. 




"That is what got my antennae out to start a company with Alexa," Mr. Hirschfeld said. "I felt like it was possible because there were people around me there who showed me that."



The siblings and their younger brother, Nico Hirschfeld, who is not involved in Paperless Post, also grew up in a family with entrepreneurs. Their maternal great-grandfather, Raphael Caviris, after coming to America from Greece, opened several diners with his brother including the 
Burger Heaven
 chain, now closed, in New York.



When they were teenagers, Mr. Hirschfeld was a waiter at Burger Heaven and Ms. Hirschfeld was a hostess. "We were used to being in and around small businesses," he said.



The two siblings used personal savings to develop a prototype of their online business, which has always involved some combination of free offerings, to entice users, and paid premium services like customization. (These days, sending digital invitations with custom touches like special artwork and lined envelopes to 20 people can cost about $70.)



As the siblings began pitching the concept to investors in 2008, some balked at the notion that people would pay for digital invitations, no matter how nice they looked, Mr. Hirschfeld said. But they persuaded Ram Shriram, an early investor in Google; Mousse Partners, an investment firm for the Wertheimer family, which owns Chanel; and others to contribute almost $1 million to their fledgling venture.



"They took a chance on us," Ms. Hirschfeld said. Mousse Partners even set the Hirschfelds up with their first work space: A spare row of cubicles at the New York office of Eres, the French lingerie and swimwear brand, which is 
owned by Chanel
.



When the Hirschfelds started the business, it was called Paperless Press. But a web address with that name already existed and its owner would not sell it to the siblings, so within months they had switched to a new name: Paperless Post.




Ms. Hirschfeld, whose mother described her as a computer whiz, oversees the company's operations and technological aspects. Mr. Hirschfeld, who was creative and artistic as a child, is in charge of Paperless Post's business development, marketing and aesthetics.




Guided by 'Guts and Scrappiness'



Meg Hirschfeld, the Hirschfelds' mother, attributed her children's success partly to "guts and scrappiness," qualities they inherited from their ancestors, she said. Mrs. Hirschfeld, who left a career as an attorney to raise her three children, is now the chief administrative officer at Paperless Post. Her husband, John Hirschfeld, is a real-estate investor.



She said Mr. and Ms. Hirschfeld were close siblings growing up, but had different sensibilities: He was creative and artistic, and she was outgoing and a computer whiz. Mrs. Hirschfeld recalled touring the Metropolitan Museum of Art with her son when he was in preschool, and her daughter becoming "absolutely hooked" on an Apple computer as a 7-year-old.



The siblings' yin-yang brains are reflected in their duties at Paperless Post. Ms. Hirschfeld oversees the business's operations and technological aspects. Mr. Hirschfeld is in charge of business development, marketing and design, a role in which he has tapped collaborators like the fashion brand Oscar de la Renta and the merchant John Derian.




Since its debut, Paperless Post has collaborated on digital invitations with heritage stationery brands like Crane as well as with fashion brands like Oscar de la Renta and merchants like John Derian. 




The Hirschfelds, who each have a seat on Paperless Post's seven-member board, are no less involved in running their business now than they were 15 years ago. But both described themselves as being less frenetic. Ms. Hirschfeld, who lives in the East Village, is a mother of two young children. Mr. Hirschfeld, who lives on the Upper East Side, also spends time on Long Island restoring a house from 1895 that he recently bought.



In recent years, their company has had to contend not only with newer competitors but also with the tumultuous economic climate caused by the pandemic. Mr. Hirschfeld described that period as "eye watering," explaining that sales were down by between 50 and 80 percent in several months of 2020 compared with the same months in 2019. "Except in Florida and Texas," he added, noting that the company shifted its marketing during that period to focus on places with less restrictive lockdown policies.



Changes in how people communicate -- more texting, less emailing -- have also posed challenges to Paperless Post's business model.



"In 2009, it was just paper and email," Mr. Hirschfeld said. "Now it is DM, WhatsApp." As a result, the company has introduced products like Flyer, a casual, text-message-friendly form of invitation that is typically less expensive than Paperless Post's traditional offerings.



Chloe Malle, 38, the editor of Vogue.com, was another skeptic of Paperless Post when it first debuted. "I loved print invitations," said Ms. Malle, who was a classmate of Mr. Hirschfeld's when he briefly attended Brown.



Then she started using the platform and, more recently, began receiving wedding invitations by email via Paperless Post. "That just wouldn't have happened before," she said. Now Ms. Malle is also receiving digital invitations through competitors like Partiful. But she thinks Paperless Post, much like print stationery, will always have its fans.



"There is room for both," she said.
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These Butlers Are Neither Carson Nor Hudson



The rise of "executive butlers" -- a breed whose job combines silver polishing with being a concierge and a maitre d' -- reflects the changing nature of the very rich.








By Plum Sykes


May 14, 2024


In Britain's bucolic Cotswolds region, the arrival of summer is typically marked by a migration. Specifically, the return of a rarefied group to grand country houses in counties like Oxfordshire or Gloucestershire, where preparations begin for a season of hosting guests at picnics, luncheons and events like the 
Chelsea Flower Show
, 
the Royal Ascot horse races
 and "the tennis" -- shorthand for a center court box at 
Wimbledon
.



Owners of those country estates -- let's call them the one percent of the one percent -- of course do not handle such preparations themselves. These are relegated to butlers, whose job, like for others associated with the lifestyles of the ultrawealthy, has evolved.



As personal assistants have been 
rebranded as executive assistants
 and child care providers as executive nannies, buttling has become a career that involves not only polishing silver and folding napkins but also lifestyle management.



The modern butler -- also known as, wait for it, an executive butler -- is still in most cases a man. But he is no longer a grandfatherly type in morning trousers that stays in the background, if not out of sight. More likely, he is fresh-faced, wears a lounge suit with a Charvet tie and is by his employers' side whether they are at home or not.



"They're like a private maitre d'
 
now," said Nicky Haslam, 84, 
the English interior designer
 and social fixture. "In the old days the butler was in the house all the time. Now, if the family is on their yacht, the butler goes with them."



This was not the case as recently as the 1990s, when butlers for the most part reflected the archetype popularized by characters like Hudson, from the TV show "Upstairs, Downstairs"; 
Carson
, from "Downton Abbey"; or Stevens, from Kazuo Ishiguro's novel "The Remains of the Day."



Among that ilk was Michael Kenneally, a mischievous Irish butler employed for decades by my cousin, 
Sir Tatton Sykes
, at his country estate, 
Sledmere
, in the county of Yorkshire.



His antics were legendary. If children were visiting, he would sometimes accessorize his formal uniform with a curly-haired wig or glasses with plastic eyeballs on springs. His piece de resistance was riding through the dining room after dinner on a bicycle with a port tray balanced on the handlebars, a trick that was noted in his obituary in The Telegraph. When he died at 65 in 1999, his funeral drew a crowd of about 300 people, and he was buried alongside members of the family that had employed him for 40 years. On the headstone marking his grave, the epitaph simply read "The Butler."




Michael Kenneally at Sledmere, the estate where he worked as a butler until his death in 1999.




The profession's evolution in recent decades is a signifier of a societal shift in Britain: What rich people want has changed because who rich people are has changed.



That group's makeup has shifted from being primarily aristocratic families, the type long associated with traditional butlers, to include a new breed of self-made, high-net-worth individuals who have built fortunes in industries like technology and media and who see butlers less as part of the furniture and more as a flashy accessory.



Graeme Currie, 53, exemplifies the modern butler, a role that he said requires "sparkle, darling, sparkle." He has been employed by some of Britain's highest-profile families and was the head butler for 10 years at Weston Park, an estate in the county of Staffordshire that is the ancestral home of the 
Earl of Bradford
 and can now be booked for private events.



This summer Mr. Currie -- who has tawny hair and, often, a light tan -- is planning to travel to various destinations in Europe to buttle at vacation houses. In his spare time, he breeds toy poodles, some of which have competed at dog shows like 
Crufts
.




Mr. Currie's resume includes several jobs in hospitality, such as positions at restaurants, at hotels and on luxury ocean liners. 




Mr. Currie is the sort of person who can whip up an espresso martini blindfolded and comprehend the precise level of froth someone might prefer for a coconut-milk cappuccino. He developed such skills in part from a career in hospitality that has included jobs on the 
Queen Elizabeth 2 ocean liner
 and at ritzy London hotels like the Dorchester and Claridge's and restaurants like the Ivy.



"The difference between me and an old-fashioned butler is that I've had the experience of people paying for dinner and of always being critiqued," Mr. Currie said.



Seasoned butlers like him can make around 100,000 British pounds a year, or about $125,000. The job's starting salary is closer to 40,000 pounds, or $50,000.



For butlers with full-time positions, various costs -- food, lodging, even fancy uniforms -- are subsidized by employers. And those who work in Europe are typically afforded the same mandatory benefits granted to other workers, like a minimum of 20 vacation days. Many develop schedules with their employers that include regular time off on the weekend or midweek to account for other days when they are expected to work long hours.



Mr. Currie was drawn to the profession for a reason that many butlers are: He is passionate about taking care of people.




Butlers are still expected to dress impeccably, but their wardrobes have evolved to include items like lounge suits and designer ties. 




"One thing I always say is that I'm
 
very good at remembering who people are and what they want," he said. "You've got to have a whole repertoire in your brain because people ask for things they have never asked for before."



That repertoire can vary wildly depending on a butler's location, said Niels Deijkers, the managing director of the International Butler Academy in Simpelveld, the Netherlands.



Mr. Deijkers recalled a story he had heard from an executive butler who was with a family on a yacht. "The client pointed toward the coastline and said, 'Tonight I'd like to have dinner on top of that mountain -- please arrange it,'" he said, explaining that the butler contacted a restaurant in the area, which "set up a table for six and flew in everything with a helicopter." (Mr. Deijkers estimated that the dinner cost "around $300,000.")



Andrew Gruselle, 53, has encountered similar demands in his time working on 
Lamu Island
, off the coast of Kenya, where he has managed grand beachfront properties with staffs that have included cooks, housekeepers and pool attendants.



In his typical uniform of loose cotton shirt and seersucker Bermuda shorts, Mr. Gruselle has performed a range of duties: serving trays of fresh mango or papaya for breakfast; arranging water-skiing excursions; recommending fabric shops; securing reservations at the Peponi Hotel, a Lamu hot spot; and wrangling six donkeys to stage a makeshift Nativity scene at Christmas.



"When someone comes out here," he said, "you have to be very careful that they are looked after properly, and that it's a seamless experience for them."



Carole Bamford, 78, expects nothing less of the head butler at Daylesford House, her country estate in Gloucestershire, one of several homes she resides at with her husband, Anthony Bamford, the billionaire owner of the British construction company JCB.



Events held at Daylesford House by the couple, known formally as Lord and Lady Bamford, are among the most coveted invitations in the Cotswolds. This spring Lady Bamford, who is the founder of 
Daylesford Organic
, a popular British lifestyle brand, hosted various lunches with themes inspired by plants grown on the estate like snowdrops and tulips.




Remembering the specific preferences of employers and their friends -- like the precise level of froth someone might prefer for a coconut-milk cappuccino -- is key to the modern butler's success. "You've got to have a whole repertoire in your brain," Mr. Currie said.




Leading the preparations for those lunches was, yes, Daylesford House's head butler, whose resume reflects those of traditional butlers, in that he has been with the Bamfords for more than 20 years.



"He was with the queen for about eight years before me," Lady Bamford said.



But his job also involves many duties expected of modern butlers, too.



Lady Bamford recalled a recent lunch where the menu included lamb, purple sprouting broccoli, a cheese board, panna cotta and rhubarb bellinis.



"Who makes the bellinis?'" I asked.



"Well, the butler," she said.



Susan Beachy contributed research.



Plum Sykes is the author of "Bergdorf Blondes," "The Debutante Divorcee," "Party Girls Die in Pearls" and the just released "Wives Like Us."
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Nvidia, Powered by A.I. Boom, Reports Soaring Revenue and Profits



The Silicon Valley company was again lifted by sales of its artificial intelligence chips, but it faces growing competition and heightened expectations.




Jensen Huang, Nvidia's chief executive, in March. The company reported revenue of $26 billion in its latest quarter, tripling its sales from a year earlier. 




By Don Clark


May 22, 2024


Nvidia, which makes microchips that power most artificial intelligence applications, began an 
extraordinary run
 a year ago.



Fueled by an explosion of interest in A.I., the Silicon Valley company said last May that it expected its chip sales to go through the roof. They did -- and the fervor didn't stop, with Nvidia raising its revenue projections every few months. Its stock soared, driving the company to a more than $2 trillion market capitalization that makes it more valuable than Alphabet, the parent of Google.



On Wednesday, Nvidia again reported 
soaring revenue and profits
 that underscored how it remains a dominant winner of the A.I. boom, even as it grapples with outsize expectations and rising competition.



Revenue was $26 billion for the three months that ended in April, surpassing its $24 billion estimate in February and tripling sales from a year earlier for the third consecutive quarter. Net income surged sevenfold to $5.98 billion.



Nvidia also projected revenue of $28 billion for the current quarter, which ends in July, more than double the amount from a year ago and higher than Wall Street estimates. 



"We are fundamentally changing how computing works and what computers can do," Jensen Huang, Nvidia's chief executive, said in a conference call with analysts. "The next industrial revolution has begun."



Nvidia's shares, which are up more than 90 percent this year, rose in after-hours trading after the results were released. The company also announced a 10-for-1 stock split.



Nvidia, which originally sold chips for rendering images in video games, has benefited after making an early, costly bet on adapting its graphics processing units, or GPUs, to take on other computing tasks. When A.I. researchers began using those chips more than a decade ago to accelerate tasks like recognizing objects in photos, Mr. Huang jumped on the opportunity. He augmented Nvidia's chips for A.I. tasks and 
developed software to aid developments
 in the field.



The company's flagship processor, the H100, has enjoyed feverish demand to power A.I. chatbots such as OpenAI's ChatGPT. While most high-end standard processors cost a few thousand dollars, H100s have sold for anywhere from $15,000 to $40,000 each, depending on volume and other factors, analysts said.



Colette Kress, Nvidia's chief financial officer, said on Wednesday that it had worked in recent months with more than 100 customers that were building new data centers -- which Mr. Huang calls A.I. factories -- ranging from hundreds to tens of thousands of GPUs, with some reaching 100,000. Tesla, for example, is using 35,000 H100 chips to help train models for autonomous driving, she said.



Nvidia will soon begin to ship a powerful successor to the H100, code-named Blackwell, which was announced in March. Demand for the new chips already appears to be strong, raising the possibility that some customers may wait for the speedier models rather than buy the H100. But there was little sign of such a pause in Nvidia's latest results.



Ms. Kress said demand for Blackwell was well ahead of supply of the chip, and "we expect demand may exceed supply well into next year." Mr. Huang added that the new chips should be operating in data centers late this year and that "we will see a lot of Blackwell revenue this year."



The comments may ease fears of a slowdown in Nvidia's momentum.



"Lingering concerns investors had in the short term regarding an 'air bubble' for GPU demand seem to have vanished," Lucas Keh, an analyst at the research firm Third Bridge, said in an email.



Wall Street analysts are also looking for signs that some richly funded rivals could grab a noticeable share of Nvidia's business. 
Microsoft, Meta, Google and Amazon
 have all developed their own chips that can be tailored for A.I. jobs, though they have also said they are boosting purchases of Nvidia chips.



Traditional rivals such as Advanced Micro Devices and Intel have also made optimistic predictions about their A.I. chips. AMD has said it expects to sell $4 billion worth of a new A.I. processor, the MI300, this year.



Mr. Huang frequently points to what he has said is a sustainable advantage: Only Nvidia's GPUs are offered by all the major cloud services, such as Amazon Web Services and Microsoft Azure, so customers don't have to worry about getting locked into using one of the services because of its exclusive chip technology.



Nvidia also remains popular among computer makers that have long used its chips in their systems. One is Dell Technologies, which on Monday hosted a Las Vegas event that featured an appearance by Mr. Huang.



Michael Dell, Dell's chief executive and founder, said his company would offer new data center systems that packed 72 of the new Blackwell chips in a computer rack, standard structures that stand a bit taller than a refrigerator.



"Don't seduce me with talk like that," Mr. Huang joked. "That gets me superexcited."
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Europe Wants to Build a Stronger Defense Industry, but Can't Decide How



Conflicting political visions, competitive jockeying and American dominance stand in the way of a more coordinated and efficient military machine.




An assault brigade in Ukraine firing a 122-milimeter howitzer D-30 at a Russian target last month.




By Patricia Cohen and Liz Alderman


May 20, 2024


France and Germany's recent 
agreement
 to develop a new multibillion-dollar battlefield tank together was immediately hailed by the German defense minister, Boris Pistorius, as a "
breakthrough
" achievement.



"It is a historic moment," he said.



His gushing was understandable. For seven years, political infighting, industrial rivalry and neglect had pooled like molasses around the project to build a next-generation tank, known as the Main Combat Ground System.



Russia's invasion of Ukraine more than two years ago jolted Europe out of complacency about military spending. After 
defense budgets were cut
 in the decades that followed the Soviet Union's collapse, the war has reignited Europe's efforts to build up its own military production capacity and near-empty arsenals.



But the challenges that face Europe are about more than just money. Daunting political and logistical hurdles stand in the way of a more coordinated and efficient military machine. And they threaten to seriously hobble any rapid strengthening of Europe's defense capabilities -- even as 
tensions
 between Russia and its neighbors ratchet up.



"Europe has 27 military industrial complexes, not just one," said Max Bergmann, a program director at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington.



The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, which will celebrate its 75th anniversary this summer, still sets the overall defense strategy and spending goals for Europe, but it doesn't control the equipment procurement process. Each NATO member has its own defense establishment, culture, priorities and favored companies, and each government retains final say on what to buy.




An American-made cluster munition in the Donetsk region, Ukraine.




"Even when they buy the same German tank, they build it in different ways so a national defense company can get a piece of it," Mr. Bergmann said. 



That was what hampered the development of the German-French "tank of the future," which will be operational -- with drones, missiles, cloud computing and more -- by 2035 or 2040, the countries hope. Disputes even extended to whether the tank's main gun should be 130 millimeters, favored by the Germans, or a 140-millimeter version developed by the French.



The disjointed defense market makes it difficult for Europe as a whole to streamline costs and ensure that equipment, parts and ammunition are interchangeable across national borders.



There are also competing political visions.



"Europe needs to do a better job of defending ourselves, that's the undisputed truth," said Michael Schoellhorn, the chief executive of Airbus, the European aerospace giant that makes military aircraft. "Now what does that mean and with what ambition?"



France and Germany, the European Union's two largest economies, have the two biggest defense budgets among the member states and will spend a combined $120 billion this year. Yet they stand on opposite sides of the debate.



France, which has its own nuclear arsenal, has pushed the hardest for Europe to invest in a stronger and more self-sufficient military. President Emmanuel Macron has repeatedly called for "European sovereignty" and "strategic autonomy" to balance the United States' domination of NATO. And he has loudly voiced the deep anxieties that many European governments have about being overly dependent on the United States for security.




An exhibition of captured military hardware from NATO countries in front of the Victory Museum at Poklonnaya Hill in Moscow.




Germany, which lacks its own nuclear weapons and relies on NATO's arsenal, is more comfortable with Europe's unequal partnership with the United States.



The vigorous pacifist strain that followed World War II remains deeply embedded in German culture, and the public is only starting to come around to the idea that a military can be used to defend a democracy without undermining it.



Today, the effort to fill Europe's depleted arsenal is happening at two speeds: Countries including Poland and Germany are buying fighter jets, missiles and ammunition from the United States and Asian allies, and France is pressing for the acceleration of a "Made in Europe" defense industry to increase self-sufficiency.



The divergent approaches can be seen in some of the responses to the European Sky Shield, a German initiative to build an integrated air-and-missile defense system across Europe that has rallied backing from at least 20 NATO countries. Paris viewed the program, which relies on equipment made in Israel and the United States, as excluding the European industrial base. Berlin portrayed the effort as an exceptional show of European unity.



"Berlin basically says this war shows that the E.U. doesn't have the industrial capacities to protect itself and therefore we need to 'buy American' massively," said Alexandra de Hoop Scheffer, the senior vice president for strategy at the German Marshall Fund. "And the French say this war shows that we need to step up our European defense industrial capabilities."




A public display of military equipment used by the Polish army, including the K2 battle tank.




France, Spain and Italy, as well as Sweden, which became the newest member of NATO this year,
 
have
 
argued that European funding should be used to invest in European military equipment production lines, make supply chains more resilient and generate raw materials and components instead of importing them.



The European Commission issued a similar message in March when it published a 
European Defense Industrial Strategy
 that aimed to bolster Europe's military industrial base. The plan, the first of its kind for Europe, would link hundreds of billions of euros in subsidies to requirements that European weapons makers from different countries work together. "Member states need to invest more, better, together and European," the commission said.



Over the past two years, 
78 percent
 of the defense equipment acquired by E.U. members was bought from outside the bloc -- mostly from American arms makers that have no interest in tougher competition from Europe. The European Union's new industrial 
strategy asks
 countries to spend half of their defense budgets on E.U. suppliers by 2030, and 60 percent by 2035.



Poland, on Ukraine's western border, is spending more than 4 percent of its gross domestic product on defense. It has purchased hundreds of tanks, battle planes, helicopters, rocket launchers and howitzers from the United States and South Korea, along with British-designed frigates. Central and East European countries are also buying American.



Micael Johansson, the chief executive of the Swedish weapons 
manufacturer Saab
, said the E.U.'s strategy "points in the right direction."




Micael Johansson, the president and chief executive of Saab, said European leaders must make long-term commitments to the defense industry.




"But if you want to have industry investing billions of euros," he said, European leaders must make long-term commitments to buy what the companies produce.



Then there is the question of how to pay for it all. The European Union's treaty forbids member states to use the bloc's funds for arms purchases -- such spending must be done out of national budgets.



France is among several countries that have racked up enormous debts in the wake of the pandemic.



Most governments, including Germany's, have so far opposed a proposal backed by Estonia and France to issue European defense bonds.



The Netherlands, Finland and Denmark are also wary of allowing the European Commission to gain more power by influencing defense contracts with subsidies.



And there is concern that Britain, which spends more on defense than any other NATO country in the region, would be 
excluded
 from the European Union's military buildup by members-only preferences.




A convoy of 14 military vehicles, in Frankenberg, Germany, last month on their way to Poland.




If Europe's defense industry is to survive, some smaller weapons makers are going to have to merge or close, said Kurt Braatz, the chief communications officer for KNDS, a French and German conglomerate that was chosen to help develop the next-generation battle tank.



With a patchwork of defense companies that rarely collaborate, Europe operates 
more than five times
 as many weapons systems as the United States does in categories like tanks, fighter jets, submarines and munitions. The industry cannot compete in such a fractured state with American weapons behemoths like Boeing, Lockheed Martin and General Dynamics, Mr. Braatz said. "Consolidation is really needed."



Only a large operation can create the necessary economies of scale and produce enough arms for export to make the industry profitable.



Such talk has stirred discomfort in European capitals. "When you start talking about mergers, you are talking about closing companies in some countries and losing jobs," said Gaspard Schnitzler, the head of the defense and security industry program at the French Institute for International and Strategic Affairs. "And no one wants to lose jobs."



Melissa Eddy
 contributed reporting.
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OpenAI Strikes a Deal to License News Corp Content



The deal gives OpenAI's chatbots access to new and archived material from The Wall Street Journal, The New York Post, MarketWatch and Barron's, among others.




News Corp's agreement would allow OpenAI to use current and archived news content from the company's major news outlets.




By Katie Robertson


May 22, 2024


News Corp, the Murdoch-owned empire of publications like The Wall Street Journal and The New York Post, announced on Wednesday that it had agreed to a deal with OpenAI to share its content to train and service artificial intelligence chatbots.



News Corp 
said
 the multiyear agreement would allow OpenAI to use current and archived news content from News Corp's major news outlets, including brands in the United States, United Kingdom and Australia as well as MarketWatch and Barron's. The agreement does not include content from News Corp's other businesses, such as its digital real estate services or HarperCollins.



"We believe an historic agreement will set new standards for veracity, for virtue and for value in the digital age," Robert Thomson, the chief executive of News Corp, said in a statement. He described OpenAI and its chief executive, Sam Altman, as "principled partners" who "understand the commercial and social significance of journalists and journalism."



Mr. Altman described the partnership as "a proud moment for journalism and technology."



The financial terms of the deal were not disclosed. The Wall Street Journal reported the agreement could be worth as much as $250 million over five years, citing unnamed sources. A News Corp spokesman declined to comment on the reporting.



Tim Martell, a spokesman for the Independent Association of Publishers' Employees, which represents workers at The Journal, said in a statement that the union was concerned that it had not reached an agreement on A.I. protections in its current contract negotiations before the OpenAI deal was announced.



Many publishers have worried about the threat to their business posed by generative A.I., which uses copyrighted content to train its models and service its chatbots. The use of A.I. to answer online search queries in particular has raised concerns that publishers are not being compensated for the use of their content to train chatbots that compete with them as a source of information.



In December, The New York Times 
sued
 OpenAI and Microsoft for copyright infringement, accusing the tech companies of using millions of its news articles without authorization. OpenAI and Microsoft have sought to 
dismiss
 parts of the complaint. In April, eight daily newspapers owned by Alden Global Capital 
filed
 a similar lawsuit against OpenAI and Microsoft.



Other publishers have sought to negotiate deals with the tech companies. OpenAI has already reached agreements with the German publishing giant Axel Springer, Dotdash Meredith, The Financial Times and The Associated Press, among others.
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U.K. Inflation Falls to 2.3 Percent, Lowest in Three Years



The decline, which was less than economists expected, is nearing the Bank of England's 2 percent target.



By Eshe Nelson


May 22, 2024


Britain's inflation rate slowed last month to its lowest level in about three years, approaching the Bank of England's 2 percent target.



Consumer prices rose 2.3 percent in April from a year earlier, down from 3.2 percent in March, the 
Office for National Statistics said
 on Wednesday. The rate, which declined slightly less than economists expected, was the lowest since July 2021.



It was pulled down by a 
decrease in the cap on household energy bills
 set by a government regulator. Food inflation also slowed to 2.9 percent, from 4 percent.



The steep decline in headline inflation, closing in on the central bank's target, signals a new phase in British policymakers' battle against inflation. Having aggressively raised interest rates after prices soared following pandemic lockdowns and the turmoil in energy markets after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, central bankers are trying to determine how much inflationary pressure is left in the economy and how soon they can cut interest rates.



It's a challenge shared by other major central banks. 
In the eurozone, officials have signaled rates cuts
 could come as soon as this summer, whereas in the United States, inflation remains relatively hot.



In Britain, the central bank expected inflation to fall to 2.1 percent this month, then bounce a little higher and fluctuate around 2.5 percent for much of the rest of the year. But policymakers are scrutinizing services prices and wage growth, traditionally stubborn components of inflation, which remain uncomfortably strong at just below 6 percent annual growth.



Policymakers have indicated that as long as inflation broadly follows their latest projections, rate cuts could begin in a few months. Two members of the rate-setting committee 
have already voted for cuts
.



On Tuesday, Kristalina Georgieva, the managing director of the International Monetary Fund, said the institution was "delivering a little bit of good news for the U.K." as it ended its annual review of the country's economy.



After an 
unexpectedly strong exit from a recession
 at the start of this year, the fund raised ts forecast for Britain's economic growth this year to 0.7 percent, from 0.5 percent a month ago. For 2025, it forecast 1.5 percent growth, with interest rates falling and wages growing faster than inflation.



Actions taking by the British government and the Bank of England, "combined with favorable energy price developments, are paying off," Ms. Georgieva said at a news conference in London. "The economy is growing, inflation is falling and soft landing is in sight," she said referring to a situation in which inflation slows without a painful recession.



The fund expects inflation in Britain to make a "durable return" to target by early 2025 and recommends cutting interest rates from 5.25 percent to 4.75 percent or 4.5 percent this year, and by another 1 percentage point next year.



But the longer-term prospects for Britain's economy were gloomier. Weak labor productivity and the number of people who are out of the job market because of long-term health problems are weighing on the outlook, the fund said. 



The fund also warned that British officials will probably need to make difficult choices to stabilize public debt, because of the demands on increased public spending and investment. It advised against more tax cuts "as a general principle" even as the governing Conservative Party has stated its ambition to 
further cut taxes
 ahead of a general election that has to take place within the next eight months.
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Biden Administration Cancels Another $7.7 Billion in Student Loans



The announcement applied to 160,000 federal loan borrowers and brings the total debt canceled by the administration to $167 billion.




President Biden has canceled more student debt than has any of his predecessors.




By Zach Montague


May 22, 2024


President Biden announced on Wednesday the cancellation of $7.7 billion in student loans held by 160,000 borrowers, building on his strategy of chipping away at college debt by tweaking existing programs as his administration pursues a larger forgiveness plan.



Many borrowers in this round -- who qualified through 
public service loan forgiveness
, the president's 
SAVE plan
 or another income-driven repayment plan -- have already begun receiving emails notifying them of their approvals, the Education Department said in a statement.



The steady drumbeat of loan forgiveness announcements from the White House this year has become a centerpiece of Mr. Biden's re-election pitch, in which he has consistently described overcoming the cost of education as a primary hurdle for working families.



"From Day 1 of my administration, I promised to fight to ensure higher education is a ticket to the middle class, not a barrier to opportunity," the president said in a statement.



The announcement marks another small step forward on an issue that has long bedeviled the president. Even as he has canceled more student debt than has any of his predecessors, he has fallen far short of the mass debt forgiveness he promised, 
disappointing many of the younger voters
 who overwhelmingly supported him in 2020 but have shown signs of drifting away.



The Biden administration has now canceled about $167 billion in loans for 4.75 million borrowers, or roughly one in 10 federal loan holders, wiping away $35,000 in debt on average. 
The president has set forward a much larger goal
: forgiving debt for nearly 30 million borrowers as soon as this fall. But the broader program is still being finalized and could fall victim to legal challenges, as 
Mr. Biden's first attempt
 at mass debt cancellation did.



Of the total announced on Wednesday, $5.2 billion in forgiveness went to about 66,900 borrowers who qualified through adjustments that the Education Department made to the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program. It aids teachers, firefighters, and other government and nonprofit workers.



About $600 million in relief will go to around 54,300 borrowers who are enrolled in the SAVE plan, which ties monthly payments to income and household size, and who took out smaller loans for graduate school. All borrowers enrolled in the plan can receive forgiveness after 25 years at the most, but borrowers who took out $12,000 in loans or less can qualify after 10 years of payments.



An additional 39,200 borrowers enrolled in other income-driven repayment plans also had $1.9 billion forgiven through "administrative adjustments" to the number of payments they owed. The department said those adjustments were largely to correct a misuse of forbearance by certain loan servicers.



The department has also leaned on other methods to extend debt cancellation, including discharging loans held by 
students who the department found were defrauded
 by their schools. Just this month, for example, the department forgave the federal loans of the 317,000 people who attended 
the Art Institutes
.



The much larger prong of the strategy -- which involves forgiving runaway interest on loans that grew far beyond the original amount borrowed -- is still pending, as the administration works to approve new rules. The administration has said more than 25 million people could qualify for relief under those regulations.



The period for public comments on part of that plan closed on Friday, and the proposal drew more than 65,000 comments.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/us/politics/biden-student-loan-relief.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Sam Bankman-Fried Transferred Out of Brooklyn Jail



The FTX founder's final destination wasn't clear, but Mr. Bankman-Fried has told people close to him that he expected to be moved to a facility in Mendota, Calif.




Sam Bankman-Fried exits Federal District Court in New York in December 2022.




By David Yaffe-Bellany


May 22, 2024


Sam Bankman-Fried, the founder of the FTX cryptocurrency exchange who was 
convicted of fraud and conspiracy
, was transferred out of a Brooklyn detention center on Wednesday morning, his spokesman said.



Mr. Bankman-Fried's final destination wasn't clear, said his spokesman, Mark Botnick. Before the transfer, Mr. Bankman-Fried, 32, told people close to him that he expected to be moved to a federal correctional facility in Mendota, Calif., a person with knowledge of the matter said.



A representative for the Bureau of Prisons declined to comment on Mr. Bankman-Fried, citing "privacy, safety and security reasons." A spokesman for the prosecutors who oversaw Mr. Bankman-Fried's case did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



Mr. Bankman-Fried's transfer was 
reported
 earlier by The Wall Street Journal.



In March, Mr. Bankman-Fried was 
sentenced to 25 years
 in prison, after he was convicted of defrauding FTX's customers, investors and lenders. Prosecutors said that he orchestrated a yearslong fraud, siphoning $8 billion from customer accounts to finance venture capital investments, political contributions and real estate purchases.



When he was charged, Mr. Bankman-Fried was granted bail and confined to his parents' house in Northern California. The judge overseeing his case revoked his bail in August, saying that he had tried to intimidate a witness.



Since then, Mr. Bankman-Fried has been confined to the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn. After he was sentenced in March, Mr. Bankman-Fried asked to remain in the detention center while he works on an appeal challenging his conviction.
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Fed Minutes Show Officials Were Wary About Inflation at May Meeting



Federal Reserve policymakers were still willing to raise rates if the economy surprised them, notes from their most recent meeting suggested.



By Jeanna Smialek


May 22, 2024


Federal Reserve officials were wary about the recent lack of progress on inflation and remained willing to lift interest rates if conditions made it necessary as of their two-day meeting that ended on May 1.



Minutes from the gathering, released Wednesday, showed that "many" officials expressed uncertainty about how much today's interest-rate setting -- 5.3 percent, up sharply from near zero in early 2022 -- was weighing on the economy.



Officials have been clear that they expect to leave interest rates unchanged for now, hoping that they are tapping the brakes on economic growth enough to quash inflation over time. And central bankers have repeatedly emphasized that they expect the next move on interest rates to be a reduction, not an increase.



But policymakers 
have stopped short
 of ruling out a future rate increase, allowing that it's a possibility if inflation proves surprisingly rapid. The minutes underscored that caveat.



"Various participants mentioned a willingness to tighten policy further" if needed, the release showed.



Stock indexes fell after the release of the minutes, as investors fretted that the Fed's wariness about inflation could keep interest rates higher.



Fed officials have received some comforting news since their last gathering: Inflation 
cooled slightly in April
, a sign that the surprisingly stubborn price pressures at the beginning of the year will not necessarily become a permanent trend. Policymakers have continued to emphasize that they are happy to keep interest rates at today's levels for an extended period as they wait to make sure that price increases are fully decelerating.



"We're just going to need to accumulate more information," Loretta Mester, the president of the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, said in an interview this week at the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta's Financial Markets Conference in Florida. She noted that improvements to supply chains lowered inflation quite a bit last year and said that was unlikely to repeat itself this year.



When it comes to stamping out price increases enough to lower rates, "I do think it's going to take longer than I had thought," Susan Collins, the president of the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, said in an interview, also in Florida. "I think policy is restrictive, but I think it's only moderately restrictive."
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Judge Blocks Attempt to Sell Graceland, at Least for Now



Elvis's granddaughter, the actress Riley Keough, had filed a lawsuit seeking to stop what her lawyers said was a fraudulent auction of her family home.




Graceland, a popular tourist attraction, is a major source of income for Elvis Presley Enterprises and the family trust, which is controlled by Mr. Presley's granddaughter, the actress Riley Keough.




By Laura Kebede-Twumasi and Matt Stevens


May 22, 2024


Graceland will not be sold at auction, at least for now.



On Wednesday, a Tennessee judge deferred ruling on 
an apparent attempt to sell Graceland
, Elvis Presley's former home in Memphis, but kept a temporary injunction in place that would prevent the property from going to auction imminently.



The bizarre case came into wide public view this week when a lawsuit surfaced that had been filed by Mr. Presley's granddaughter, the actress Riley Keough. In it, Ms. Keough sued to prevent what her lawyers described as a fraudulent effort to auction the home by a company claiming that Lisa Marie Presley -- Ms. Keough's mother and Mr. Presley's daughter -- had borrowed $3.8 million and put Graceland up as collateral before she 
died in 2023
.



At Wednesday's hearing at Chancery Court in Shelby County, Tenn., the judge, Chancellor JoeDae L. Jenkins, said he needed to continue the case, in part because no one showed up in person to represent the company seeking to sell Graceland and in part because he said lawyers for Ms. Keough needed to present additional evidence.



"Graceland is a part of this community, well loved by this community and indeed around the world," Chancellor Jenkins said during the hearing, which lasted roughly 10 minutes. Delaying the trial, he reasoned, would allow for "adequate discovery" to take place.



The defendants included a company, Naussany Investments & Private Lending LLC, which had scheduled a sale of Graceland for Thursday, according to court papers. The court said it had received a filing on Wednesday morning from a man named Gregory Naussany who had asked the court to continue the case.



It was not clear when the next hearing would take place.



Lawyers for Ms. Keough had argued that the company appeared to be a "false entity." They also claimed that the company had presented fake documents purporting to show that Ms. Presley had borrowed the money and put Graceland up as collateral.



Several attempts to reach Naussany Investments through the email addresses and phone numbers listed for the company in the court documents have not been successful.



After the hearing, Jeff Germany, a lawyer for Ms. Keough, said he had not had "any direct contact" with the defendants in the case. He declined to comment on whether lawyers for the estate had asked law enforcement to investigate potential fraud.



Graceland, a popular tourist attraction, is a major source of income for Elvis Presley Enterprises and 
the family trust, which Ms. Keough controls
.



In 2005, facing mounting debt, Ms. Presley sold 
85 percent of Elvis Presley Enterprises
, which conducts business and manages and operates assets like Graceland. The family, through its trust, retains 15 percent of Elvis Presley Enterprises and owns the main Graceland house, appraised at $5.6 million in 2021.



In a statement issued on Wednesday after the court proceedings, Graceland reiterated that there was "no validity to the claims" made by Naussany Investments and that "there will be no foreclosure."



"Graceland will continue to operate as it has for the past 42 years," the statement said, "ensuring that Elvis fans from around the world can continue to have a best-in-class experience when visiting his iconic home."



Laura Kebede-Twumasi is a reporter at the Institute for Public Service Reporting at the University of Memphis.
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A Fan Was Hit by a 110-M.P.H. Foul Ball. Now She's on a Trading Card.



The trading card maker Topps said it made 110 custom cards for Liz McGuire, who was hit by a ball at a game in Toronto on Friday between the Blue Jays and the Tampa Bay Rays.




Liz McGuire was struck by a 110-mile-per-hour foul ball at a Blue Jays game in Toronto on Friday. Topps, the trading card maker, sent her 110 custom cards featuring an image of her swollen forehead.




By Jesus Jimenez


May 21, 2024


Liz McGuire was at a Blue Jays game in Toronto on Friday night, sitting on the third base line and talking with a friend, when a foul ball suddenly hurtled toward her at 110 miles per hour, striking her in the head and leaving a large lump above her right eye.



McGuire, 40, didn't get to keep the ball that hit her, but now, 110 personalized Topps baseball cards bearing a picture of her swollen forehead have been mailed to her.



Bo Bichette, the Blue Jays shortstop, was up to bat during the late innings of Toronto's game on Friday against the Tampa Bay Rays when he fouled off a pitch. The ball was fired over the protective netting in the lower bowl of Rogers Centre and behind the third base line, where McGuire was sitting with her friend.



McGuire said she briefly turned her head away from the field to talk to her friend and didn't see the ball barreling toward her.



"I heard someone scream, and then it just hit me," she said.



The Blue Jays said in an email on Tuesday that McGuire was immediately attended to by medical workers at the ballpark, and that she decided to return to her seat to watch the rest of the game.



"I know you have to be careful with foul lines, and I know better," she said, adding that she attends games regularly. "But it was 110 miles per hour off the bat, and it came at me."



After McGuire 
posted pictures
 of her swollen face and the ensuing black eye on social media, she said Topps, the trading card company, contacted her and asked her permission to use one of the images on a custom card.



Topps produced exactly 110 copies, a nod to the speed of the ball that hit McGuire. The cards have a picture of McGuire in Blue Jays gear with the large lump on her forehead.



"Fan wears 110MPH foul ball like a champ," 
the cards say
.



A spokeswoman for the Blue Jays said that the team had reached out to McGuire and invited her to an upcoming game. The team also offered her a ball signed by Bichette.



"Fan safety is a priority and the Blue Jays have numerous precautions in place to ensure a safe environment for all fans at the ballpark," the team said.



McGuire said medical workers iced her head, but she wanted to watch the end of the game. (The Rays beat the Blue Jays 4-3.)



"I was pretty breezy about the whole thing," she said. But as her face started to swell, McGuire said she went to the emergency room after the game, and she was scanned for facial fractures.



"It was so big," she said of the swelling.



Since Friday, McGuire said she has suffered headaches and nausea. She went back to the emergency room on Monday, but her CT scans were clear.



"I probably just have a concussion, and a good story," she said, adding that she bought two lottery tickets over the weekend.



The odds of being struck by a ball or bat at a baseball game are low. By 2018, all 
Major League Baseball teams had extended the netting
 behind home plate and down the foul lines to keep fans safe. Baseball fans are warned about the dangers of flying objects at M.L.B. games.



"Be alert!" the 
Blue Jays fan code of conduct
 says. "Prior to, during, and following the event, baseballs, bats, bat fragments and other objects may be thrown or hit into fan areas."



The code of conduct says that "by entering the stadium," a fan attending a game "voluntarily assumes all risks and danger of any injury."



Despite the injury, McGuire is undeterred, she said, and has plans to return to Rogers Centre on Wednesday to see the Blue Jays play the Chicago White Sox.



"It was such a freak accident," she said. "I'm not going to let it shape my outlook of fandom."
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guest essay



Biden's Get-Tough-on-China Tariffs May Backfire








By Steven Rattner


May 21, 2024


The tide of globalization is receding, at least from American shores. Two successive presidents have come down firmly on the side of tariffs rather than trade agreements as the preferred mechanism for managing international commerce.



History shows that we should proceed with caution. While there are political and security reasons for tariffs, America's new protectionist stance will raise prices, limit consumer choices and risk our future growth. 



The past aggressive and widespread imposition of levies of this sort has made clear that restraining trade brings with it serious risks to economic prosperity, both for the United States and other affected countries.



Last week, after laying low on this front for most of his term, President Biden 
announced
 a raft of new tariffs on selected Chinese imports including electric cars and solar panels as well as steel and aluminum. While the tariffs cover only $18 billion of imports, they are by design meant to keep Chinese products, like electric vehicles, from entering the U.S. market. In doing so, he has in large measure aligned his trade policy with that of his predecessor, Donald Trump.



It's not hard to understand the reasons for this. While the U.S. economy continues to grow (albeit a bit slowly) and create jobs (at a fast pace), Americans are dissatisfied; 
polls show
 that a majority of voters say the state of the economy is "poor."



In a search for culprits, eyes often turn to the growing number of inexpensive imports, particularly from China. No doubt decades of increased trade have caused some losers. Entire domestic manufacturing industries -- from furniture to electronics to toys to bicycles -- have essentially disappeared. And now our ability to compete in new sectors, like electric vehicles and solar panels, is in grave doubt.



Moreover, as political tensions with China have grown, so have concerns about the national security implications of trade. China is a 
major source
 of critical minerals such as lithium and cobalt, essential ingredients in many batteries. And the increase in tariffs on Chinese semiconductors is only the latest in a string of policies intended to support domestic manufacturing of chips, which are key components in everything from autos to military equipment.



In that context, at least some of Mr. Biden's 
new array of tariffs
 targeted at China make sense. But others -- like the increase in the duties on certain aluminum and steel products to 25 percent from between zero and 7.5 percent -- seem motivated by Mr. Biden's desire to outflank his opponent in Rust Belt swing states. They will increase the cost of these materials for American industry, hampering efforts to rebuild our manufacturing strength.



In addition, the Biden administration announced that it would be extending Trump-era tariffs on $300 billion of Chinese imports, including consumer electronics, furniture, clothing and shoes, among other goods.



While Mr. Biden's relatively surgical attack on specific Chinese products is far more defensible than Mr. Trump's wildly broad-brush approach, the sharp reversal in U.S. trade policy over the past seven years brings with it legitimate worries about growth, inflation and the overall number of American jobs.



Every student in an introductory economics course learns about David Ricardo's 200-year-old 
theory
 of comparative advantage: the idea that by specializing in the products that they can produce most efficiently and then trading with others, nations can be better off.



In the wake of the 1929 stock market crash, Congress 
passed
 the Smoot-Hawley tariffs. Though pitched as a means of protecting workers and farmers during a downturn, the tariffs triggered a wave of global protectionism that exacerbated the Great Depression and contributed to an estimated two-thirds decline in global trade.



Lesson learned, trade liberalization began, and successive accords brought tariffs down sharply, often to minimal levels. That culminated with the North American Free Trade Agreement, which went into effect in 1994, and the admission of China to the World Trade Organization in 2001.



As macroeconomists had argued, the resulting increase in trade brought consumers in the United States and elsewhere less expensive and often superior goods, helping fuel strong economic growth and moderate inflation.



What macroeconomists missed were the microeconomic effects. While trade aided overall prosperity, significant pockets of American workers -- particularly in manufacturing -- lost their jobs or found their wages cut. One 
study
, on which the Massachusetts Institute of Technology economist David Autor was a co-author, found that the "China shock" cost us nearly one million manufacturing jobs and 2.4 million jobs in total. Little was done to assist affected workers.



Without a doubt, Mr. Trump's full-throated opposition to free trade contributed to his 2016 election, and he lost no time in carrying out his agenda, even on some imports from allies like Japan and Europe, including steel and aluminum, washing machines and solar panels.



The general problem with tariffs is that 
study
 after 
study
 has shown that they raise prices for consumers and probably cost more jobs than they save, particularly as affected countries retaliate.



Mr. Trump declared victory when China promised to purchase an additional 
$200 billion
 of American products -- a promise it didn't keep.



Mr. Trump is now making a far more aggressive package of tariffs the centerpiece of his campaign. He has proposed imposing at least a 60 percent levy on all imports from China and a 10 percent tariff on imports from everywhere else. This month, he 
added
 a 200 percent duty on vehicles made in Mexico by Chinese companies to his laundry list of protectionist policies.



While I'm not predicting another Great Depression, Mr. Trump's trade agenda, were it put in place, would have a far worse impact on the global economy than Mr. Biden's more tailored approach.



The new protectionism has already put the prospect of further trade agreements on ice. Washington insiders joke that the position of United States trade representative should be retitled United States anti-trade representative. The current trade representative, Katherine Tai, 
said
 falsely last week that the evidence of tariffs leading to higher prices had been "largely debunked."



Not so. Mr. Biden was correct 
in 2019
, when he criticized Mr. Trump for this quixotic trade war. "President Trump may think he's being tough on China," Mr. Biden said in a campaign speech. "All that he's delivered as a consequence of that is American farmers, manufacturers and consumers losing and paying more." (Ms. Tai later 
walked back
 her recent comment.)



A Goldman Sachs analysis found that from the start of 2018 to the start of 2020, prices of tariff-targeted goods rose by about 4 percent while the prices of nontargeted goods fell 1 percent. Numerous 
studies
 
have found
 that those higher prices were borne almost entirely by American companies and consumers -- not by Chinese exporters. A Tax Foundation 
analysis
 concluded that the Trump tariffs cost 166,000 jobs.



Retaliation, the inevitable result of tariff imposition, has already begun. The "buy American" provisions of the Inflation Reduction Act helped spur 
Europe
 to add its own "buy European" requirements to its new green infrastructure bill. All told, the number of worldwide protectionist trade interventions roughly doubled in 2020 and has remained elevated, 
according
 to Global Trade Alert.



We need a better approach. Tariffs can be used to temporarily shelter nascent domestic industries -- much as Alexander Hamilton proposed when he served as our first Treasury secretary. They can be used judiciously to address unfair trading practices. And they can be used when national security is genuinely at risk.



However, we also need to resume removing trade barriers, not increase them. Among other things, we need the World Trade Organization to function, but the Trump and Biden administrations have blocked all candidates for its appellate body and chosen to act unilaterally, rather than through the W.T.O.



I'm hoping that when the election dust settles, we can get back to what David Ricardo explained so clearly two centuries ago.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.
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Guest Essay



A Different Way of Seeing Justice Alito's Blame-the-Wife Defense








By Jennifer Weiner


May 20, 2024


By now, you've surely seen the latest round of high-end wife-blaming in Washington. In seeking to shift their own controversies onto their marital partners, Justice Samuel Alito and Senator Robert Menendez joined a tradition that extends across party lines and stretches back through the centuries.



We might have hoped we'd be past such things by now, but the news is not all bad. These old tropes should give us cause for fresh hope. Stick with me, as we briefly review the evidence.



First up: Justice Alito, who was presented with 
photographs of an upside-down flag
 flying in front of his house. The flag is a symbol of the "stop the steal" movement, whose adherents say the 2020 Presidential election was stolen; the photograph was taken three days before President Biden's inauguration and just over a week after the invasion of the Capitol. Justice Alito bravely, manfully, clearly announced to the world that his wife did it.



"I had no involvement whatsoever in the flying of the flag," Justice Alito told The Times, in an emailed statement. "It was briefly placed by Mrs. Alito in response to a neighbor's use of objectionable and personally insulting language on yard signs."



Then there's Senator Menendez, charged with 16 felony counts related to accepting cash and gold bars in exchange for furthering the interests of Egypt and Qatar, among others.



During opening statements in his trial last week, Mr. Menendez's lawyers said he was innocent of wrongdoing. 
The blame, they said, instead lies with his wife
, Nadine -- currently being treated for grade 3 breast cancer -- who allegedly "kept him in the dark" about her money woes and the creative but not necessarily legal steps she took to address them.



If it's good enough for a New Jersey Democrat, apparently, it's good enough for a California Republican. When Representative Duncan Hunter was indicted along with his wife on federal charges of stealing more than a quarter of a million dollars in campaign funds, he 
said, in effect
, "that's on her." He had given her power of attorney and she handled their finances. "So, whatever she did," Mr. Hunter said in an interview, "that'll be looked at, too, I'm sure, but I didn't do it."



Senator Ted Stevens, a legend in Alaskan politics, one of the most powerful Republican senators, tried it, too, back in 2008. He was charged with accepting and then covering up more than $250,000 in bribes that were delivered in the form of home renovation expenses. I'm sure by now you can 
guess his excuse
: Don't blame me; the home renovation was my wife's project.



Which is pretty much exactly what a former Virginia governor, Robert F. McDonnell, told the court, back in 2014, when he and his wife, Maureen, were charged with using the favor of the governor's office in exchange for loans and lavish gifts.



Ever since Adam bit the apple and Eve took the rap, women have been blamed for their husbands' missteps. How many wives did Henry VIII dispose of, by various means, for his own failure to produce a male heir? Lady Macbeth didn't actually kill anyone -- and yet she's seen as her story's villain; while her murderous spouse gets at least a partial pass.



This recent flurry of wife blaming isn't just morally dubious; it's illogical. If Justice Alito disagreed with his wife's very public gesture, he has had more than three years -- and counting -- to dissent. Martha-Ann Alito may have hoisted that flag, but at this point Samuel Alito owns it.



So why is this flimsy excuse getting trotted out again and again? Maybe it's all an anxious reaction to the era of ascendant female power, of #MeToo and Taylor Swift and Beyonce and Barbie and Caitlin Clark. It's a great time to be a famous woman, though less so to be a pregnant woman in Texas or Alabama, and some men are still figuring out how to navigate the new terrain.



On the other hand, blaming the missus may just be an irresistibly convenient excuse, equally handy in any era. 
Women! Can't live with 'em, can't trust 'em not to hang the American flag upside down and hide gold bars in the closet, amirite?



All this finger-pointing might be dispiriting to those who wish for women to be entire people, real and flawed and multidimensional, not just saints or scapegoats. However, if you squint and tilt your head just so, you might discern the faintest glimmer of progress. Because, even as these stories feature men cheerfully tossing the women they pledged to love and to cherish under the bus, they also position those women as their own people with their own independent agency. It's a debate I can hardly believe we are still having, but here we are.



When a Supreme Court justice blames his wife, he is also acknowledging that his wife has the ability to act on her own ideas, has a mind confoundingly of her own. When a congressman or a senator blames his wife for financial chicanery, he's also saying that she had the power to make important decisions for herself or her family. When a male politician blames his wife for soliciting bribes and hiding their fruits from him, he's telling us -- however self-servingly -- that she was smart enough to pull the wool over his eyes



And as a new generation of pilloried wives take their turn in the headlines, it's worth considering their predecessors, who were not blamed for things they did, or might have done, but instead shamed for things that were done to them. Better, perhaps, to be Mrs. (Duncan) Hunter than Mrs. (Eliot) Spitzer or Mrs. (Mark) Sanford or Mrs. (Anthony) Weiner or of course Mrs. (Bill) Clinton, all of whom endured searing scrutiny and cloying pity when their husband's sex scandals were revealed.



Better, perhaps, to be the wife whose husband says, "I did not hang that flag upside down" -- or take those bribes, or steal that money -- thereby making you the focus of the nation's blame -- than one whose husband says, "I did not have sexual relations with that woman" and leaves you the object of its ridicule.



Jennifer Weiner is the author, most recently, of the novel "The Breakaway."
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Guest Essay



The Death of Iran's President Does Not Bode Well








By Reuel Marc Gerecht and Ray Takeyh


May 20, 2024


Iran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei has not always seen eye to eye with his country's presidents. Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani nudged the Islamic Republic too close to the West for the supreme leader's liking. Mohammad Khatami rattled the conservative elite with subversive talk of how faith and freedom could coexist. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was too insubordinate and too populist, while Hassan Rouhani's flirtation with the Americans and his disappointing arms-control agreement drove him out of the inner circle.



President Ebrahim Raisi, on the other hand, was Mr. Khamenei's ideal partner. A lackluster manager with dispiriting rhetoric and a vicious streak, he was steadfastly loyal to Mr. Khamenei, who is 85 years old, and an integral part of his plan to ensure a smooth succession. Mr. Raisi's sudden death in a helicopter crash on Sunday has thrown that plan into disarray, scrambled Iran's backroom politics and could further empower a younger, more radical generation of politicians that would bring further repression at home and aggression overseas.



Mr. Raisi was a revolutionary with an ideologue's integrity. Early on he was appointed to various prosecutorial roles, where he regularly sought -- and secured -- the execution of regime opponents. In 1988, he firmed up that reputation by 
serving
 on the so-called death commissions that executed upward of 5,000 political prisoners. He then spent much of his career in the regime's darker corners, becoming the head of the judiciary before being elevated to the presidency.



Despite this deep experience and loyalty, it wasn't clear that Mr. Raisi would be a suitable successor to Mr. Khamenei, a development many observers and Iranians feared. The challenge of managing a government at odds with much of its population and the international community requires an unusual mixture of cunning, intelligence and cruelty. Mr. Raisi only possessed the last. But even if his ascension was uncertain, Mr. Khamenei still relied upon the cleric to help manage the coming transition: Mr. Raisi was reportedly part of a three-man committee vested with the responsibility to choose the next supreme leader.



Mr. Khamenei will now need to find someone else as reliable to execute, as ruthlessly as required, his vision, and arrange another contrived election to install him. This will not be easy: Iran's political system has been so relentlessly purged of those present at the creation of the republic that little of the old establishment is left.



The new political landscape is largely dominated by younger men who openly lament the older generation's corruption, lack of revolutionary zeal and unwillingness to take on more forcefully a fading American imperium. And because Mr. Khamenei must rely on this new group to sustain the revolution's values and keep the theocracy intact, he will have to take their sensibilities into account as he considers both the next president and who should succeed him as supreme leader.



This new cohort has been toughened by battling various popular insurrections. Many have served in the security services and the Revolutionary Guards. They have a strong showing in the hard-line Paydari Party, which now holds the majority in parliament. Among its most vocal members are Morteza Aqa-Tehrani, one of the party's leaders, and Mehrdad Bazrpash, the minister of roads and urban development in Mr. Raisi's government. They favor presidential contenders like Saeed Jalili, a former nuclear negotiator, who has demonstrated contempt for international norms and democratic accountability.



Mr. Raisi had little to say about matters beyond Iran's borders. Foreign affairs really wasn't his domain, though he did support the regime's imperial adventures and recent clash with Israel. But Mr. Khamenei's more youthful disciples have come of age as America has been retrenching in the Middle East, enjoying the talk in Washington of getting out of America's so-called forever wars. Unlike many of their "neither East nor West" elders, they've welcomed the Chinese and Russian alliance with Iran and see the international arena, unlike the home front, as a domain where they can succeed.



The rising influence of this younger generation in the wake of Mr. Raisi's death may also have a significant effect on Iran's nuclear calculations. What appeared to be Mr. Khamenei's cautious approach to constructing and testing a nuclear device may give way to voices eager to get on with it. The effort, on the other hand, of marshaling multinational proxy forces to do Iran's bidding in the region will almost certainly persist unaltered, as its success is hard to question.



The larger issue of Mr. Khamenei's succession, of course, also still hangs over the republic. It is often suggested that his son Mojtaba might assume his father's mantle. The Islamic Republic may have dispensed with charismatic authority and theological erudition as preconditions for that post, but it does not favor dynastic succession, which is still seen by revolutionary leaders as an indulgence of Persian monarchs and Arab presidents. The younger Khamenei may continue to have an outsized role in the background, but his formal promotion would be difficult for Iran's leaders to justify. That means another hard-line cleric of some stature and close ties to the security services will likely be considered, such as Ayatollah Ahmad Khatami, a member of the Assembly of Experts tasked with selecting the next supreme leader.



All this augurs poorly for the Iranian people and the international community alike. The generation on the cusp of taking power sees domestic oppression and foreign aggression as indispensable to the success of the revolution. They are even more resentful of the public's widely held democratic aspirations than Mr. Raisi's generation, equating all forms of dissent with sedition against the republic and the faith. Mr. Raisi's death may give these younger men an opportunity to finally have their day.



Reuel Marc Gerecht is a resident scholar at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies. Ray Takeyh is a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations.
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Jamelle Bouie



Justice Alito Is a True Believer








By Jamelle Bouie


May 21, 2024


In a large part of American political discourse, overt cynicism is the currency of sophistication. It is a sign of political savviness, even worldliness, to 
know
 that politicians are creatures of pure self-interest, with no solid beliefs, concerns or preoccupations. It becomes a little naive to take politicians at their word and to say, even adjusting for political considerations, that people tend to say what they believe and try to act on those beliefs.



Consider abortion rights. For years, the savviest position was the cynical one: Their vocal opposition notwithstanding, neither Republican lawmakers nor conservative judges would actually try to overturn Roe v. Wade. Instead, they would keep Roe as a "
punching bag and a sandbag
," as William Saletan put it in Slate, to "fire up religious conservatives in elections without scaring suburbanites, libertarians and younger voters who don't want abortion to become illegal."



As we now know, this was wrong. The Republican voters who made opposition to Roe a litmus test for Republican politicians and the Republican politicians who made opposition to Roe a litmus test for Republican-appointed federal judges were sincere about their desire to pare back reproductive rights and end legal abortion altogether. As soon as they had the right pieces in place, they moved as quickly as they could to render Roe a nullity in American constitutional law.



Political parties do not want to win solely for the sake of winning; they want to win so that their coalition can achieve as many of its objectives as possible. And public cynicism notwithstanding, they want to do this even if it costs them votes in the short term. The Democratic Party of 2009 and 2010 burned valuable political capital on comprehensive health care reform because nearly every part of the Democratic coalition was driven to make health care reform a reality. The same was and remains true for Republicans and abortion.



One implication of this truth -- that politicians and political figures are more earnest than you might realize -- is that we can't assume that when they are speaking, they always have their fingers crossed, hidden behind their backs. We can't always assume that the most outlandish rhetoric is for show.



It is true that politicians are playing a cynical game sometimes. George Wallace ran his first race for Alabama governor as a racial moderate. When he lost that race to John Patterson, a fire-breathing segregationist and friend to the Ku Klux Klan, Wallace promised himself that he would never lose the same way again. For his next campaign, he made himself a staunch defender of segregation and eventually became the living embodiment of white American backlash to integration, North and South. But when it was clear, in the 1970s, that times had changed -- and after he had been paralyzed by a gunman's bullet -- he switched paths again, glad-handing for the votes of Black Alabamans as a supposedly reformed man.



For a more recent example, look no further than Senator J.D. Vance of Ohio. When, as a young author, he thought his political ambitions might run through the green rooms of Washington and New York, he posed and presented himself as a moderate on the center-right of American politics who despised the populist turn in Republican politics and 
condemned Donald Trump
 to friends as a would-be Hitler. When it became clear to Vance that Trump was the only game in town on his side of the aisle, he did not hesitate to twist himself into the shape of a MAGA acolyte. "He is the best president of my lifetime," a 37-year-old Vance 
said of Trump
 during his Senate campaign.



All of this brings us to the most recent controversy surrounding the Supreme Court justice Samuel A. Alito. Not long after the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, my colleague Jodi Kantor 
reported
 last week, someone in the Alito household flew an inverted American flag in the front yard. The upside-down flag, a sign of naval distress, was one of the preferred symbols of the movement to "stop the steal" -- a statement of solidarity with those who disbelieved the results of the 2020 presidential election and fought to return Trump to office against the rule of law and the verdict of the Constitution.



Justice Alito says he did not put up the flag. He says his wife did, "in response to a neighbor's use of objectionable and personally insulting language on yard signs." There is no evidence to say otherwise, although it is a strange coincidence that Mrs. Alito would deploy this particular flag to retaliate against a neighbor within weeks of the moment that it became a fraught symbol of violent opposition to the constitutional order. The initial provocation, 
as Fox News reported,
 was that the neighbor in question had put up a sign directly blaming Mrs. Alito for the Jan. 6 attack.



Whether or not Justice Alito was part of the decision to fly the inverted flag, there is no question that he is a genuine Republican partisan who is more than willing to share views that echo narratives aired throughout conservative media. In 2020, for example, 
he warned
 that liberals were the real threat to freedom of speech. During oral argument in Trump v. United States, he wondered aloud if a president like Trump needed criminal immunity so that he would leave office at the end of his term -- a troubling question that took for granted the idea that the prosecutions the former president faces are politically motivated.



It is not that far-fetched to think that a Supreme Court justice might have internalized the extreme views of the insurrectionist right. Yes, he is a powerful member of one of the most elite institutions in the country and, yes, he's highly educated and has access to a wealth of high-quality information. But there is no one living who is fully immune to motivated reasoning or completely unsusceptible to misinformation and disinformation. There is every reason, and then some, to think that Alito believes many of the same things that any other Republican of his age and ideological disposition might also believe, especially when his social world seems to consist of similarly like-minded, goal-oriented partisans.



Cynicism is as often as much a form of comfort as it is anything else. It is comforting, in a way, to believe that powerful people have better sense than those they represent or work with or try to appeal to. It is comforting to think that the red meat is for someone else. The disturbing truth is that there's probably more sincerity than not in American politics. We may not want to believe it, but most of the people in charge say what they mean and mean what they say.
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letters



Justice Alito's Blame-the-Wife Defense


May 22, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
We're Suddenly Living in a 'My Wife Did It' Moment
," by Gail Collins and Bret Stephens (The Conversation, May 21):



Mr. Stephens goes on at length about why Justice Samuel Alito's wife has "the constitutional right" to express a "Stop the Steal" opinion by hanging a flag upside-down in the Alitos' front yard, as well as "a moral right" to express her opinion independently of her Supreme Court justice husband.



Then, when Ms. Collins challenges the propriety of a political symbol at the home of a justice who might someday have to decide on that very election's validity, Mr. Stephens demurs with a mild "OK."



Mr. Stephens's argument is deeply disturbing. Our Supreme Court justices are expected to maintain not just the reality of no conflicts of interest that might influence their rulings, but also the "appearance" of no such conflicts.



To neighbors and now the nation, the flag made it appear that Justice Alito believes Donald Trump's lies about a stolen election, and thus would rule in favor of Mr. Trump in related cases. Blaming his wife makes a sham of his own responsibility not to appear political.



No, a spouse may not express views in public that a justice is prevented from expressing. Were that to be the case, all justices could encourage their spouses to broadcast opinions the justice is barred from saying. That way lies madness.



James Berkman
Boston



To the Editor:



Re "
A Time-Honored Political Tactic: Throw Your Wife Under the Bus
" (front page, May 20):



Justice Samuel Alito said he had 
"no involvement whatsoever
 in the flying of the flag" supporting "the Big Lie," blaming it on his wife.



Does he live with his wife? Does he go to and from work and run errands? Did he see the "Stop the Steal" flag supporting "the Big Lie" flying right by his driveway? Of course he did! He is at least as complicit as his wife.



Justice Alito is flaunting his contempt for ethics and propriety, and one could conclude that he also subscribes to the "Big Lie." Of course Justice Alito should recuse himself from any decisions involving Donald Trump or the presidency. Or better, he should resign.



Peter Larson
Milwaukee



To the Editor:



Re "
There's No Sense of Shame at the Supreme Court
," by Jesse Wegman (Opinion, May 22):



Mr. Wegman claims that 
federal recusal law
 requires Justice Samuel Alito to disqualify himself because he did not take down an inverted flag that his wife hung since his "impartiality might reasonably be questioned."



Yet we all know that the late great Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg did not disqualify herself from 
cases involving Donald Trump
 after 
calling him a "faker,"
 even though her impartiality could be questioned.



Michael J. Broyde
Atlanta
The writer is a professor at Emory University School of Law.



To the Editor:



Critical commentary on the wives of Justices Samuel Alito and Clarence Thomas is surely well justified. But the criticism cannot stop with them. Justice may be blind, but surely the justices themselves cannot claim to have been blind to their wives' activities or to suggest that they had no capacity to restrain them.



Nor is feminist independence relevant: The same imperative for restraint would apply equally to the husbands of our female justices.



Douglas M. Parker
Ojai, Calif.



An Originalist Approach to the Taco Court Case




Do these look like sandwiches to you?




To the Editor:



Re "
Is a Taco a Sandwich? No. Yes. Even the Law Is Divided on It
," by Tejal Rao (Critic's Notebook, front page, May 21):



I savored the article about the sandwich vs. taco feud in Fort Wayne, Ind. And I concur that the taco is really sui generis. But the writer missed a delicious opportunity to expound upon an originalist approach to this case, in which a restaurateur sought to open a taco shop in a shopping mall where only sandwich shops were permitted.



One of the first written mentions of the sandwich is believed to be 
in the journal of the English historian Edward Gibbon.
 
According to the Oxford English Dictionary
, "sandwich" implies two slices of bread between which a savory meat of some sort was placed. By contrast the taco's foundation is a circular tortilla with no top or bottom, thereby presenting a legal conundrum.



But if we examine the story about the origin of the sandwich -- to provide nourishment while 
the Earl of Sandwich
 sat hour after hour at the gambling tables -- I believe the case was correctly decided that a taco is indeed a sandwich. Providing a fast bite while dazed by mall shopping is definitely akin to that original purpose.



Lois R. Fishman
Washington
The writer is a lawyer.



To the Editor:



The ruling by an Indiana judge that a taco is a sandwich brought to mind an 1893 case that reached the highest court in the land. (That's judicial court, not food court.)



In 
Nix v. Hedden
 the Supreme Court faced the question whether under U.S. import and tariff laws a tomato was a fruit or a vegetable. Although acknowledging that botanically the tomato is a fruit, the court ruled unanimously that in common usage, a tomato is a vegetable.



"Botanically speaking, tomatoes are the fruit of a vine, just as are cucumbers, squashes, beans and peas. But in the common language of the people, whether sellers or consumers of provisions, all these are vegetables."



Lawrence P. Katzenstein
St. Louis
The writer is a lawyer.



Republicans Deny Benefits




Representative Tom Cole, Republican of Oklahoma and the new chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, said the change was an effort to "ensure projects are consistent with the community development goals of the federal program."




To the Editor:



Re "
House Defunds L.G.B.T.Q. Centers by Banning Earmarks for Nonprofits
" (news article, May 15):



Once again, Republicans and so-called conservatives are willing to deny benefits for their own constituents in order to deny benefits to groups they disapprove of.



They would rather not allow federal funds for Y.M.C.A. or Y.W.C.A. branches, food banks, Boys and Girls Clubs, or work force training, among other groups that have received earmarks in the past, simply because they don't want to also allow any federal funds to go to groups supporting L.G.B.T.Q. people.



It is shameful beyond belief.



Sonia Jaffe Robbins
New York



Equinox or Equity?




The fitness chain Equinox has offered high-end memberships for years. Its newest one includes high-touch exercise, nutrition and sleep coaching. 




To the Editor:



Re "
Could Equinox's New $40,000 Membership Really Help You Live Longer?
" (Well, nytimes.com, May 7):



Healthspan -- that is, having a healthier, not just longer, life -- is a crucial goal to pursue. Most people want to achieve good health and to sustain it as long as possible. What is disappointing about the article is its disregard of the ever-widening gap to achieve good health between the average American and those with the means to afford a $40,000 gym membership.



For the average American, the gap in years between healthspan (healthy years of life) and lifespan (total years lived) is nine years, and it is even larger for Black and Latinx Americans with chronic disease burdens. As a society, we can invest in more equitable prevention and address social determinants of health so that all of us have a better chance at more quality years of life. This is good for everyone -- at the gym or not.



Ann Kurth
New York
The writer is the president of the New York Academy of Medicine.
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News Analysis



Iran's Use of Proxy Warfare Likely to Persist, Experts Say



The sudden death of President Ebrahim Raisi is not expected to affect the actions of groups like Hezbollah and the Houthis, which are vital to Iran's power.




A billboard in Tehran with a picture of President Ebrahim Raisi, the president of Iran who died in a helicopter crash.




By Alissa J. Rubin


May 22, 2024


While uncertainty surrounds political succession in Iran after its president and foreign minister died in a helicopter crash, analysts say it is unlikely their deaths will alter the country's projection of power through heavily armed allied groups in the Middle East.



Those groups
 -- Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, multiple militias in Iraq and Hamas in the Palestinian territories -- are central to Iran's ability to wield influence far beyond its borders despite being under strict economic sanctions for decades.



Iran works with these groups through the Quds Force, a division of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. The I.R.G.C. answers directly to the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, not to the government run by the president. So even in a time of internal maneuvering and uncertainty after the deaths on Sunday of President Ebrahim Raisi and Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian, analysts expect little change in the groups' rhythm of attacks or overall approach.



Indeed on Monday there were skirmishes between Hezbollah and the Israeli military near the Israeli-Lebanese border. On Tuesday morning, Iran-linked groups in Iraq announced that they had launched a strike at a base in Israel. It was as if Iran's allies were signaling that it was business as usual by making the kinds of attacks that have become commonplace in recent months.



"From the very early messages that the Iranian regime sent after the president's helicopter disappeared, it was clear that they wanted to project an image of stability around succession, and the activities of the groups will be part of that," said Trita Parsi, the executive director of the Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft.




Newly-recruited members of the Houthis' militia attend a gathering at the end of a training exercise in Yemen.




"Iran knows very well that this is the moment when the country is most vulnerable and so it is most important for them to be able to project that they have institutionalized policies that are not dependent on individuals, to show they have the ability to handle an unforeseen event," he added.



In a state where clerics hold ultimate authority, a change in supreme leaders would be far more momentous than a change in presidents. Iran sees its public handling of Mr. Raisi's death as a means of signaling that it will manage the eventual succession of Ayatollah Khamenei, 85, equally smoothly, experts said.



Because it is the Quds Force that manages the militias, providing them with arms, training and intelligence, there is no reason to expect any great change in those relations, said Emily Harding, director of the Intelligence, National Security and Technology Programs at the
 
Center for Strategic and International Studies.



"Iran sees any kind of internal disruption as an opportunity for their enemies, so in the next 50 days they are going to be even more paranoid, and that might make them a bit more cautious," said Ms. Harding, a former C.I.A. analyst focused on the Middle East.



The one caveat, she added, is that if the proxies come under attack during this period of uncertainty, then Iran might be more eager than usual for the groups to retaliate and avoid the appearance of weakness, Ms. Harding said.




Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei of Iran at an election site in Tehran, in May.




Day to day, however, most of the proxy groups make their own decisions on when and where to attack, making it difficult for Iran to calibrate their actions. That means there is a very real danger of miscalculation that could set off a cycle of retaliation.



Neither Washington nor Tehran appear to want a direct armed conflict, but they came close to one in January, when an Iran-backed militia based in Iraq launched 
a drone attack
 on a U.S. base in Jordan. There had been well over 100 militia attacks on American forces in the region since the Israel-Hamas war began in October, but this one penetrated U.S. air defenses, killing three troops and seriously wounding dozens more.



The United States retaliated by 
striking sites in Iraq and Syria
 used by allied militias, but refrained from hitting inside Iran, which would have been a far more serious escalation.



The Iran-allied groups, which call themselves the Axis of Resistance, have demonstrated the ability to attack and disrupt across a vast region almost daily since the beginning of the war in Gaza.



Militant groups in Iraq and the Houthis in Yemen have launched drones and missiles at Israel. Hezbollah and Hamas have fired rockets into Israel, and the Houthis have fired on international shipping vessels off Yemen's coast, 
sinking one vessel
 and damaging several others.



When such strikes go awry, it is the fighters who bear the brunt of any retaliatory strikes from Israel or the United States, largely giving Iran the ability to assert its power while keeping much of the conflict far from its own borders.




Mourners carried the coffin of a Hezbollah fighter killed in an Israeli strike in Lebanon.




Two senior members of the groups in Iraq said they did not expect any change in their pattern of attacks.



However, there is one way that the groups will be at least tangentially affected by the fatal helicopter crash in Iran, said Patrick Clawson, a senior research counselor at the Washington Institute who has long focused on Iran.



While attention has focused on the death of Mr. Raisi, it was Mr. Amir Abdollahian, the foreign minister, who traveled constantly throughout the Middle East, was fluent in Arabic and was regularly in touch with both the political leaders of the armed groups and the factions they were closest to in their governments, said Mr. Clawson.



"It was a real advantage that Amir Abdollahian spoke Arabic. He would sort of mix with the Axis of Resistance guys and talk to them, and he could talk to their diplomats," he said, adding that a key to how Iran has exercised influence over the armed groups has been through the relationships it forged with the groups' leaders.




Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian of Iran, in Beirut in February.




That role was once played by 
Gen. Qassim Suleimani
 of Iran's Revolutionary Guards until the United States assassinated him in 2020. His successor, Esmail Qaani, has a lower profile and is less comfortable speaking Arabic, according to some Axis of Resistance leaders who have worked with him.



That meant the role fell to Mr. Amir Abdollahian to help maintain those relationships, said Mr. Clawson. Now, it is an open question whether the groups, some of which are already difficult for Iran to control, could become even more difficult.
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What Does It Mean to Recognize a Palestinian State?



The move by three European countries fits into a long-term goal of Palestinian leaders to secure diplomatic acceptance, but the immediate impact may be limited.




A pro-Palestinian demonstration in front of the Parliament building in Oslo on Sunday.




By Matthew Mpoke Bigg


May 22, 2024


The decision by three European countries -- Ireland, Norway and Spain -- to recognize a Palestinian state fits into a long-term goal of Palestinian leaders to secure diplomatic acceptance, but it appears that the immediate practical impact will be limited.



Broadly speaking, recognizing a state means declaring that it meets the conditions of statehood under international law. It typically opens a path to setting up diplomatic relations and an embassy there. But the European countries appeared to be mostly concerned with expressing support for Palestinians and sending a message to Israel at a time of deepening international concern about its conduct of the war.



The foreign minister of Norway, Espen Barth Eide, told a news conference that the country's representative office to the Palestinian Authority, which was opened in the West Bank in 1999, would become an embassy. He gave no date for this change but said it would enable Norway to enter into bilateral agreements.



Recognition would also have some "domestic legal effects in Norway in areas where issues related to the state of Palestine arise," he said.



Statements by the leaders of Ireland and Spain focused on the need for peace in Gaza and the importance of a two-state solution, but did not mention embassies or other immediate changes.



"Recognition of Palestine is not the end of a process, it is the beginning," 
said Simon Harris
, the taoiseach, or prime minister, of Ireland. He said that Ireland was recognizing the right of a Palestinian state to exist in peace and security within internationally agreed borders, and said that to do so sent a message "that there is a viable alternative to the nihilism of Hamas."



Mr. Harris said he would travel to Brussels on Sunday to meet more than 40 partners from the Middle East, Europe and elsewhere "to discuss how recognition can make a concrete, practical impact to ending this horrible conflict and implementing a two-state solution."



To date, around 140 countries, mainly outside Western Europe, have recognized a Palestinian state, according to the Palestinian Authority's website. These do not include the United States, Israel's most significant ally, or Britain, France or Germany.



The announcements on Wednesday fit into a broader Palestinian drive for 
diplomatic recognition
, though the advances so far have had little immediate impact on the lives of people in the West Bank and Gaza.



The United Nations voted in 1947 to create an independent Arab state alongside a Jewish one, but the plan was rejected by neighboring Arab governments and Palestinian Arabs, and the state of Israel was founded amid a war the following year. In the decades since, plans for a two-state solution have repeatedly been stymied.



This month, the U.N. General Assembly overwhelmingly 
adopted a resolution
 declaring that Palestinians qualify for full membership status at the United Nations. The Assembly can only grant full membership with the approval of the Security Council, and the United States would almost inevitably wield its veto power to kill 
such a measure
, as it did last month.



Even though a majority in the General Assembly supports Palestinian statehood, the resolution was the first time the body had voted on the issue of full membership, reflecting solidarity with Palestinians that appears to have deepened in some nations as a result of the war in Gaza.



Palestine became a member of UNESCO, the United Nations cultural organization, in 2011, but a bid for full U.N. membership failed. The next year, Palestine was 
granted the lesser status of observer
 at the United Nations, a level shared by the Holy See.



Observers can 
participate
 in U.N. General Assembly sessions but are not allowed to vote. They also can join the International Court of Justice, which is currently 
hearing a case
 on the legality of Israel's occupation of Palestinian territories.



The prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Karim Khan, on Monday requested 
arrest warrants
 for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and Hamas leaders on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Israel does not recognize the court, but Palestine has been a member of the court since 2015.



Palestine is also party to a number of treaties, and became 
a member of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons in 2018
.



Henrik Pryser Libell
 contributed reporting.
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New footage is released of Hamas militants taking female soldiers hostage.



The Israeli military showed family members of the hostages the video a few weeks ago and gave them a copy on Tuesday, which they shared.




A still image from a video released by the Israeli military showing Israeli soldiers, all young women, during their abduction amid the Hamas-led attack on Oct. 7.




By Aaron Boxerman


May 22, 2024


The families of several Israeli female soldiers taken hostage during the Hamas-led attack on Oct. 7 released video of their abduction in an attempt to pressure the Israeli government to revive apparently stalled cease-fire talks that could pave the way for the captives' release.



Family members first saw the footage a few weeks ago via the Israeli military, which formally handed them a copy on Tuesday night, according to the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, which represents families of hostages held captive in Gaza.



"I'm asking you, please show this clip every day, open your broadcasts with it," Eli Albag, whose daughter Liri Albag can be seen 
in the video
, said in a television interview with Israel's Channel 12. "Until somebody wakes up, the nation wakes up, and realizes that they've been abandoned there for 229 days."



Some Israeli politicians immediately seized on the images to try to rebuff the decision by Ireland, Norway, and Spain to 
unilaterally recognize a Palestinian state
. Israel Katz, the foreign minister, said he would screen the footage during a "severe reprimand" of the countries' ambassadors.



In the three-minute edited collection of videos, which were verified by The New York Times, Palestinian fighters, some wearing Hamas headbands, can be seen binding the hands of five Israeli women who served as lookouts at Nahal Oz, a military base near the Gaza border. At least two of the hostages' faces are bloodied, and they appear to be wearing pajamas. The militants repeatedly threaten the women.



One of the militants calls the women "dogs," vowing to crush them. One of the women can be heard telling the militants that she had "a friend in Palestine," even as another begs to know if any of them speak English.



In a statement, Hamas said that the scenes presented in the edited video "could not be confirmed." The group also claimed that a translation provided by the Israeli authorities was incorrect and included phrases "that were not said by any of the fighters who appeared in the video."



Talks to secure the release of the more than 125 hostages still being held in Gaza have been at a standstill since Israel began its assault on the southern city of Rafah in early May. Israeli forces operating in northern Gaza retrieved the bodies of four Israelis abducted on Oct. 7, heightening fears for the remaining captives.



The Hostages and Missing Families Forum identified the Israeli hostage soldiers in the video as Naama Levy, Agam Berger, Liri Albag, Karina Ariev and Daniela Gilboa, all aged 19 or 20. The footage was recorded by body cameras worn by the Hamas militants who abducted them, the organization said.



Families of hostages met with senior Israeli leaders on Wednesday, including Yoav Gallant, the defense minister, and Benny Gantz, a member of the country's war cabinet, in an attempt to lobby for an immediate agreement with Hamas.



"The video is a damning testament to the nation's failure to bring home the hostages, who have been forsaken for 229 days," the Hostages and Missing Families Forum said in a statement.



In a statement on social media, Mr. Gantz said he was appalled by the footage of the five hostages' abduction, and vowed to make "difficult decisions" if necessary in order to bring home the remaining captives in Gaza.



Yair Lapid, the leader of Israel's parliamentary opposition, said the video was "a reminder to the world of the evil we are fighting in Gaza."



Dmitriy Khavin
, 
Alexander Cardia
 and 
Riley Mellen
 contributed reporting. 
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Why a Prosecutor Went Public With Arrest Warrant Requests for Hamas and Israeli Leaders



What to know about Karim Khan's decision to seek arrest warrants for three Hamas leaders as well as Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, and defense minister, Yoav Gallant.




Karim Khan, the International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor, has been both praised and lambasted by world leaders for his decision to seek warrants this week.




By Amanda Taub


May 22, 2024


The decision of Karim Khan, the International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor, to 
publicly seek arrest warrants
 for the leaders of Hamas and Israel this week will be one of the most significant and contentious of his career.



Khan 
accused
 three Hamas leaders of war crimes and crimes against humanity relating to the Oct. 7 attack on Israel and 
hostage taking
. He also accused Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, and its defense minister, Yoav Gallant, of war crimes and crimes against humanity during Israel's military operation in Gaza, including the 
starvation
 of civilians. Now a three-judge panel will consider whether to issue the warrants.



Some countries welcomed the news as a sign that all individuals, regardless of their state or status, are equal before the law, while others -- including the United States, Israel's most important ally -- denounced the charges and accused Khan of false equivalence in pursuing warrants for Hamas and Israeli leaders at the same time.



Khan didn't have to announce the warrant applications publicly. He could have waited until they were granted, as with the warrant for President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia last year -- a process that can take weeks or months.



So why did he go public now and with such fanfare -- issuing not only a 
news release
, but also social media videos and a 
prerecorded interview
 with CNN?



The answer lies partly in the extraordinarily polarizing nature of this conflict, in which any legal intervention would be subject to deep scrutiny. It's also about what the prosecutor's office hopes to achieve as military action continues in Gaza, famine looms and hostages remain in captivity.



As things stand, there is almost zero chance that Netanyahu or Gallant will ever be arrested on these charges. Even if the warrants are issued, the men would be safe as long as they don't travel to any I.C.C. member states, because Israel does not recognize the court or its jurisdiction in Gaza, and the court itself has no powers of arrest. Prospects of getting the Hamas leaders in custody are similarly dim.



But the I.C.C., which was established in 1998, has a mandate to pursue cases even when there is little likelihood of cooperation from the targeted individuals or the states where they reside.



Disclosure as deterrence



When I asked the prosecutor's office why he had chosen to go public now, a spokesperson said by email that it was because of Khan's "significant concern regarding the ongoing nature of many of the alleged crimes cited in the applications."



If war crimes are taking place, the legal process carries urgency because it may prevent further harm. The role of the I.C.C., which investigates and, where warranted, tries individuals charged with the gravest crimes, is not only to bring prosecutions 
after
 war crimes are committed, but also to prosecute cases in which crimes are still happening, in the hope of halting or deterring further violations.



Since the early weeks of the war, Khan has tried to use his role as a bully pulpit to do just that. In an October speech in Cairo, he warned Hamas that hostage taking was a crime under the Rome Statute of the I.C.C., as well as a grave breach of the Geneva Conventions, and called for the immediate release of all hostages and their safe return to their families.



In that same statement, he described seeing aid trucks lined up at the Rafah crossing, unable to deliver supplies to civilians in Gaza. "Impeding relief supplies as provided by the Geneva Conventions may constitute a crime within the court's jurisdiction," he said, calling on Israel to make "discernible efforts, without further delay, to make sure civilians receive basic food, medicine, anesthetics."



In his interview with CNN on Monday, Khan said his message to the parties of the conflict had long been "comply now, don't complain later." But, he said, Hamas had failed to release its hostages, and Israel had continued to impede aid supplies, leading to "starving children."




The International Criminal Court in The Hague.




Transparency



The choreography of the announcement on Monday, including Khan's media appearances and the publication of a 
separate report by a panel of independent experts
, seemed aimed at presenting the evidence for the charges as fully as possible, and pre-empting some of the criticism that was bound to follow.



"Karim Khan has to maintain the legitimacy of the office of the prosecutor and the International Criminal Court," said Kevin Jon Heller, a professor at Copenhagen University who is a special adviser to the prosecutor on war crimes. Heller said he was giving his opinion rather than any "inside information" about the prosecutor's motives, adding: "I think it is important for the public to have an even better understanding of the process in this situation than in all of the others, because it involves a sitting head of state and a sitting minister of defense in a West-leaning country with very powerful Western friends."



The panel of legal experts published an 
opinion article
 in The Financial Times in which they also underlined the need for transparency, writing: "This conflict is perhaps unprecedented in the extent to which it has given rise to misunderstandings about the I.C.C.'s role and jurisdiction, a particularly fractured discourse and, in some contexts, even antisemitism and Islamophobia."



'Airbrush out the nationality'



American officials were quick to criticize Khan for simultaneously announcing requests for warrants against the leaders of Hamas, a U.S.-designated terrorist organization, and the leaders of Israel, a democracy. Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken called the warrant requests "shameful." "We reject the prosecutor's equivalence of Israel with Hamas," he 
said in a statement
 on Monday, noting Khan's decision to go "on cable television."



Netanyahu also said in a statement about Khan's actions that day, "How dare you compare the monsters of Hamas to the soldiers of the Israeli Army, the world's most moral military?"



Hamas issued a statement saying that it "strongly denounces" the attempt to "equate the victim with the executioner by issuing arrest warrants against a number of Palestinian resistance leaders."



Supporters of the I.C.C. have argued that there was 
no equivalence
 in the announcement: The prosecutor laid out the specific charges against three Hamas leaders, and then, in a separate section, listed an entirely different set of charges against Netanyahu and Gallant.



But the decision to issue the requests simultaneously was also, in some sense, the point: a public demonstration that Khan would not discriminate in his application of the law.



"If the I.C.C. is to uphold this idea that the rule of law applies equally to everybody, then when it has evidence of crimes committed in one context, and another, it should treat both equally," said Rebecca Hamilton, a law professor at American University. To do otherwise would risk "sending a message that 'Well, if you're a U.S. ally, then we won't proceed with trying to challenge you,'" she said.



In his CNN interview, Khan described being told by a senior elected leader that the I.C.C. should focus on 
crimes in Africa and "thugs like Putin."
 He bristled at the idea that the court should treat perpetrators from wealthy democracies differently. 



"The way I recently tried to do things is look at the evidence, look at the conduct, look at the victims and airbrush out the nationality," he said. 



Some critics of the court have questioned why the prosecutor would pursue a warrant for Netanyahu but not, say, for Bashar al-Assad, the president of Syria, who is accused of war crimes against his own people. The short answer is that the court does not have jurisdiction over Syria.



Although Israel is also not a member state of the I.C.C., the court's jurisdiction in Gaza comes from the fact that Palestine was granted observer status at the United Nations in 2012, allowing it to become a member state of the I.C.C. and request that the court investigate the situation in Gaza and the West Bank since June 2014.



One step in a long, uncharted journey



This case will be one of the most serious tests the I.C.C. has faced of its credibility and, by extension, the principles on which it was founded.



For now, the most likely consequences will be political. The prosecutor's role carries enough weight in some countries that his decisions can confer stigma on those he accuses of crimes, and put pressure on foreign allies.



But the political consequences of such stigma aren't always straightforward. There are already signs that the charges have caused Israelis to rally around Netanyahu, and Palestinians to rally around Hamas. In the short term, the warrant requests could harden the parties' commitments to their current strategies, which could prolong rather than shorten the conflict. The long-term implications are harder to predict.
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Kenyan President's State Visit: An Antidote to U.S. Troubles in Africa?



The White House is hosting President William Ruto of Kenya for a state dinner this week, an embrace that both countries urgently need.




President William Ruto of Kenya in an interview with The New York Times on Sunday, before his state visit this week to the United States.




By Declan Walsh


May 22, 2024


As other African nations move away from the United States, disillusioned with democracy or lured by rival powers, President William Ruto of Kenya arrives in Washington on Wednesday for a three-day state visit intended to showcase a stalwart American ally on the continent.



A spate of military coups
, shaky elections and raging wars have upended Africa's political landscape in the past year, giving an edge to 
American rivals like Russia
 and China, but also shredding Washington's key selling point: that democracy delivers.



In 
Niger, a recently installed military junta
 
has asked American troops to leave
. Relations with once-firm American allies like South Africa and Ethiopia are decidedly cool. A 
recent election in Senegal
, long considered a beacon of stability, 
nearly went off the rails
.



Mr. Ruto, the Biden administration hopes, is the antidote to those troubles.



Since he came to power two years ago, Mr. Ruto, 57, has pulled Kenya, the economic powerhouse of East Africa, ever closer to the United States. His visit is just the sixth state visit hosted by the Biden administration, and the first for an African president since 2008.



In some respects, President Biden is atoning for a broken promise. At a high profile Africa summit in Washington in December 2022, Mr. Biden declared he was "all in" on Africa, and pledged to make a visit to the continent in the following year. The trip never materialized. 



In choosing Mr. Ruto, the Biden administration is confirming that it views the Kenyan leader as one of its closest security, diplomatic and economic partners in Africa.



The two countries cooperate closely to fight militants with Al Shabab in Somalia. American corporate giants like Google have sizable operations in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, which is also a hub of diplomatic efforts to end the chaos in neighboring countries like Sudan, South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo.



Very soon, Kenya is expected to start deploying 1,000 paramilitary police officers to help quell unrest Haiti -- a 
dangerous mission
 largely funded by the United States and one which runs significant political risks for Mr. Ruto if Kenyan personnel are injured or killed.




Mr. Ruto, in the vest in the center of the circle, addressing Kenyans who were affected by flash floods in the Rift Valley region of Kenya last month.




And Mr. Ruto has adroitly garnered American support for his outspoken advocacy on global issues like debt relief, reform of international financial institutions and climate change, on which he is attempting to carve out a reputation as Africa's leading statesman.



"We live the nightmare of climate change every day," he said in an interview with The New York Times on Sunday, hours before he flew to the United States. Nearly 300 Kenyans died in the past month as 
heavy rains lashed the country
, causing floods that forced hundreds of thousands from their homes.



"A year ago we were deep in drought," he said during the interview, speaking in an open pavilion next to State House, his official residence in Nairobi, as thunder rolled and more rain fell. "This is the case of many countries on the continent."



It's not many years since Mr. Ruto was considered part of the problem in Kenya. A decade ago he was 
on trial at the International Criminal Court
, facing accusations of orchestrating post-election violence that left over 1,100 Kenyans dead. At the trial, his lawyer was Karim Khan, currently the court's prosecutor. The United States backed the prosecution, seeing it as a chance to end impunity in Kenya's political class.



But the trial collapsed in 2016, after witnesses disappeared or changed their testimony, and Mr. Ruto's electoral triumphs eclipsed the trial at home: He was elected vice-president in 2013 and 2018, and then president in 2022.



"So much was said about who we were in that episode," he said, referring also to former President Uhuru Kenyatta who faced similar charges. "But doesn't it strike you that finally we were elected by the same people we were being accused of harming? That tells you the whole narrative was false."



An American official, who requested anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media, said that Mr. Ruto had been privately urged to confront indirectly what was described as his "I.C.C. hangover" early into his visit. At his first speech on Monday, at the Jimmy Carter Presidential Museum and Library in Atlanta, he vowed to keep Kenya "on the path of an open society, strongly committed to greater accountability and transparency, with robust engagement of civil society."



Mr. Ruto also needs the trip to succeed. As he has made about 50 foreign trips since 2022, gathering support for his ideas, his popularity at home has plunged. Faced with a crippling debt crisis -- Kenya owes about $77 billion -- Mr. Ruto introduced tax hikes that brought cries of protest from his citizens.



Some Kenyans call him "Zakayo," in reference to the biblical tax collector Zacchaeus. The reference makes him smile. "I have been very candid with the people of Kenya that I cannot continue to borrow money," he said, predicting he would eventually win over his critics.




Mr. Ruto after laying a wreath at the tombs of Martin Luther King Jr., and Coretta Scott King, during a visit to the King Center on Monday in Atlanta. 




Still, time is running short, and Mr. Ruto's big idea for turning around the economy is to ride the wave of green energy. Over 90 percent of Kenya's energy comes from renewable sources -- mostly wind and geothermal springs -- a natural advantage Mr. Ruto hopes to leverage to convert Kenya into an industrial powerhouse.



He wants foreign companies to move to Kenya, where their products would be carbon neutral. He is also selling Kenya as an enormous carbon sink, tapping into the nascent industry of sucking carbon from the atmosphere, then burying it deep in the rock formations of the Rift Valley.



"
How do we move Africa from a continent of potential to a continent of opportunity and finally to a continent of investment?" he said. Last month, Microsoft and two other firms 
announced
 they were building a 1 gigawatt data center, powered by renewable energy in Naivasha, 40 miles northwest of Nairobi.



Still, Mr. Ruto's embrace of Washington and democracy are not universally popular in Africa. Disillusionment with sham elections and corrupt elites has fed young people's support for recent military coups in countries like Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger.



"There is a perception that democracy hasn't delivered, that elites which had come to power through elections were not delivering," said Murithi Mutiga, Africa director at International Crisis Group. Yet, he added, Kenya's example of stability and steady growth proved that while democracy can be "messy, difficult, noisy and tough," it still works.



Mr. Ruto is scheduled to spend much of Wednesday with members of Congress. On Thursday he lays a wreath at Arlington National Cemetery before meetings with Mr. Biden and a state dinner at the White House. The pomp and prestige is a major prize for a first-term president who, critics charge, has a strong authoritarian streak.



Last year Mr. Ruto launched public attacks on judges whose rulings obstructed his policies, reviving fears he could eventually take Kenya down an authoritarian route.



And like other African leaders, he is not afraid to play the field of foreign suitors.



Last year, to American dismay, Mr. Ruto hosted President Ebrahim Raisi of Iran, who was 
killed in a helicopter crash
 on Sunday, and foreign minister Sergei V. Lavrov of Russia. In October, Mr. Ruto flew to Beijing for a three-day state visit to China.



Mr. Ruto dismissed the suggestion that he is a darling of the West, or anyone else.



"This is not about taking sides," he said. "It's about interests. There's absolutely no contradiction to working with different countries. It's just common sense."
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Dominican President Abinader Wins Re-election in a Landslide



In election results made official Tuesday night, President Luis Abinader easily won his re-election bid, helped by restrictions on Haitian migrants, a vibrant economy and an anti-corruption drive.




The Dominican Republic's president, Luis Abinader, after voting in Santo Domingo on Sunday.




By Simon Romero and Hogla Enecia Perez


May 22, 2024


President Luis Abinader of the Dominican Republic won his re-election bid in a landslide, bolstered by sweeping restrictions on Haitian migrants and a strong economy.



Mr. Abinader, 56, who rose to power four years ago by vowing to fight corruption, took 57 percent of the vote on Sunday, easily enough to avoid a runoff with his closest rival, Leonel Fernandez, a three-time former president. Mr. Fernandez took 29 percent, with 100 percent of polling stations counted, according the Dominican Republic's national electoral authority.



The official results were made available on Tuesday night, though Mr. Abinader's top rivals had already conceded on Sunday night. Mr. Abinader, a former executive in the tourism industry, held a commanding lead going into the vote as opponents foundered in trying to unseat one of Latin America's most popular incumbents.



In a victory speech, Mr. Abinader thanked his rivals and those who voted for him.



"I accept the trust placed in me," Mr. Abinader said. "I will not let you down."



Mr. Abinader's immigration policies loomed over the election, spotlighting how a crackdown on migrants can prove exceptionally popular. The Dominican Republic, which occupies the Caribbean island of Hispaniola with Haiti, is ramping up deportations of tens of thousands of Haitians this year.



As armed gangs create turmoil in Haiti, Mr. Abinader is also pressing ahead with building a 
border wall
 between the two countries. In a country where exploiting anti-Haitian sentiment is nothing new, and where the crisis in Haiti has sowed fears of contagion, many voters applauded such moves.



"He has shown who wears the pants on this issue," said Robert Luna, a voter in Santo Domingo who works in marketing, about Mr. Abinader's migration policies. "He's fighting for what the fathers of the nation wanted."



Mr. Abinader's first-round victory also showed how the Dominican Republic, with one of Latin America's fastest-growing economies, stands apart from other countries in the region, where many leaders who rose to power in the same period as Mr. Abinader are dogged by 
dismal
 approval 
ratings
.



Much of Mr. Abinader's support also stems from his anti-graft initiatives. He 
won his first term in 2020
 by vowing to clean up the corruption that has long been embedded in the political culture of the Dominican Republic, a country of 11.2 million people.



He appointed Miriam German, a former Supreme Court judge, as attorney general. She has overseen investigations that ensnared high-ranking officials in the previous administration, including a former attorney general and a former finance minister.



The investigations have largely focused on people opposed to Mr. Abinader, prompting criticism that his own government has been spared. But other moves, like the passage in 2022 of an asset forfeiture law, offer hope of lasting change. The forfeiture law is viewed as an important and pioneering tool for disrupting and dismantling criminal enterprises, depriving them of property acquired illegally.



Rosario Espinal, a Dominican political analyst, said Mr. Abinader could have won re-election simply by focusing on the battle against corruption, as he did in 2020, "but not with the margins that he wants."



Instead, Ms. Espinal said, Mr. Abinader embraced the nativist immigration policies traditionally pushed by the Dominican far right. "He needed to find a new topic that would resonate," she said. "He found that in migration."



In doing so, Mr. Abinader drew on a long tradition. Rafael Trujillo, the xenophobic dictator who ruled the country from 1930 to 1961, institutionalized a campaign portraying Haitians as racially inferior and, in 1937, 
ordered the massacre
 of thousands of Haitians and Dominicans of Haitian descent.



Nearly every other country in the Americas offers birthright citizenship. But a 2010 constitutional amendment and a 2013 court ruling excluded Dominican-born children of undocumented migrants from citizenship.



In practical terms, that means that roughly 130,000 descendants of Haitian migrants are living in the Dominican Republic 
without citizenship despite being born there
, according to rights groups.



As Haiti 
descended into chaos
 following 
the 2021 assassination
 of the Haitian president, Jovenel Moise, Mr. Abinader built on the anti-immigrant measures already enshrined in Dominican law.



He suspended visas for Haitians in 2023 and then closed the border with Haiti for nearly a month, in a dispute over the construction of a canal in Haiti using water from a river shared between the two countries.



Dominican immigration officials have gone considerably further, with some accused of 
looting
 the homes of Haitians and embarking on a campaign to detain and deport Haitian women who were 
pregnant
 or who had just given birth.



Pablo Mella, academic director of the Pedro Francisco Bono Institute, at Dominican university, called Mr. Abinader's policies toward Haiti a "public and international disgrace," particularly the treatment of pregnant Haitian women.



Ahead of the election, a large majority of Dominican voters said that the upheaval in Haiti was 
influencing
 how they would vote. And Mr. Abinader clearly benefited from such concerns, with nearly 90 percent of voters expressing support for his construction of a border wall.



Many in the large Dominican diaspora were also allowed to cast ballots in the election, with more than 600,000 eligible voters residing in the United States and more than 100,000 in Spain.



Mr. Abinader has defended his immigration policies, saying they are no different from what countries like Jamaica, Bahamas, the United States and Canada have done to limit the arrival of Haitians fleeing the crisis.



"I have to do whatever is necessary to secure our people," Mr. Abinader 
told the BBC
 in a recent interview. "We are just applying our law."



Mr. Abinader's office did not respond to requests for comment.



Additionally, Mr. Abinader benefited from a divided opposition and a broad consensus in the Dominican Republic in favor of investor-friendly policies that have spurred economic growth. His handling of the coronavirus pandemic also helped, with the relatively quick distribution of vaccines allowing the Dominican tourism industry to bounce back while some other countries were requiring visitors to go into quarantine.



Tourism is a pillar of the economy, accounting for about 16 percent of gross domestic product. The World Bank 
expects
 the Dominican Republic's economy to grow by 5.1 percent this year.



While the country's economy has expanded over the last two decades at a rate three times the average in Latin America, enduring inequality has opened Mr. Abinader to criticism. He has responded by expanding popular cash-transfer programs for the country's poorest residents.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/world/americas/dominican-president-abinader-wins-election.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




House Panel Seeks F.B.I. Investigation Into Doping by Chinese Swimmers



The bipartisan request for a criminal inquiry relies on a law that gives the Justice Department the power to prosecute doping offenses that do not occur in the United States.




Zhang Yufei, competing in the Olympic Games at Tokyo, tested positive for a performance-enhancing drug months earlier.




By Michael S. Schmidt and Tariq Panja


May 22, 2024


The House select committee on China has asked the Justice Department and F.B.I. to investigate reports that Chinese authorities covered up positive doping tests for nearly half the swim team it sent to the last Olympic Games and that the global antidoping regulator failed to take action.



In a letter sent late Tuesday, the committee asked that the authorities use a law passed in 2020 in the wake of another doping scandal, involving Russia, that gives the Justice Department the power to criminally prosecute those who help athletes dope at international competitions, regardless of whether the offenses occur on American soil.



"This scandal raises serious legal, ethical and competitive concerns and may constitute a broader state-sponsored strategy by the People's Republic of China (P.R.C.) to unfairly compete at the Olympic Games in ways Russia has previously done," the panel's chairman, Representative John Moolenaar, Republican of Michigan, and its senior Democrat, Representative Raja Krishnamoorthi of Illinois, said in a letter to Attorney General Merrick B. Garland and the F.B.I. director, Christopher A. Wray.



The letter could put additional political pressure on the Justice Department and Federal Bureau of Investigation to ratchet up scrutiny of China's athletic program and the organization responsible for policing the use of banned performance enhancers, the World Anti-Doping Agency, just two months before the 2024 Summer Games in Paris.



The New York Times 
reported
 last month that 23 elite Chinese swimmers had tested positive for the same powerful drug months before the 2021 Tokyo Olympic Games but were allowed to compete after Chinese officials secretly cleared them of wrongdoing and the antidoping agency, known as WADA, declined take action.



The swimmers went on to win medals in five events at the 2021 games, including three gold. Several of the swimmers are favorites to win medals at the Paris Olympics in July.



The Times reported that the F.B.I. had learned about the positives in the past year and that federal investigators had taken steps to learn more about what occurred. China maintained that the substance that triggered the swimmers' positive test results came from contaminated food, an explanation that some experts found unlikely if not implausible.



The House panel sent the letter four days after the antidoping agency held a meeting to push back on the claims that it looked the other way after learning of the positive doping tests. WADA's top officials again defended their decision not to impose sanctions on the Chinese swimmers, and the agency's president attacked American athletes, saying that 90 percent of them do not even compete under its code.



The bipartisan nature of the letter reflected the broad consensus in Washington about the growing threats posed by China on an array of issues as well as specific concerns among American athletes and coaches about what they see as a pattern of doping by Chinese athletes.



"It is imperative to assess whether these alleged doping practices were state-sponsored, which could warrant further diplomatic measures by the United States and the international community," Mr. Moolenaar and Mr. Krishnamoorthi said in the letter.



In a separate letter to the International Olympic Committee, the House committee called for an independent investigation into how the positive tests were handled, saying: "How the I.O.C. responds to this scandal will directly affect this summer's Olympic Games and their promise of fair play that unites athletes from around the globe."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/us/politics/chinese-swimmers-doping-congress.html
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'Dropping Very Dramatically': What Deadly Turbulence Did to a Flight 



Singapore Airlines flight SQ321 was a rare instance of turbulence resulting in a death.



By Sui-Lee Wee and Muktita Suhartono


May 22, 2024


The seatbelt sign came on moments after the plane started shaking, but, for some, it was too late.



"Whoever wasn't buckled down, they were just launched into the air within the cabin," said Dzafran Azmir, who was among the 211 passengers on board the London-to-Singapore flight that encountered deadly turbulence on Tuesday. "Within an instant, they hit the ceiling of the cabin and dropped right back onto the floor."



The plane, a Singapore Airlines Boeing 777-300 ER, had taken off from London's Heathrow Airport on Monday night, about 10 hours earlier. It was about three-quarters full. Many of the travelers were Singaporeans returning home. Some were students studying in England. Others were families and some who had planned a "holiday of a lifetime" to far-flung destinations like Australia.



The bulk of the 13-hour journey of flight SQ321 was over, and many passengers had finished their last meal onboard, a breakfast that these days has been a choice between an omelet with cream cheese or stir-fried Asian noodles, both served with a side of fresh fruit.



By this time, the plane had reached the Bay of Bengal, which sits between the Indian subcontinent and the Malay Peninsula in Southeast Asia. Some pilots consider the region 
"notorious"
 this time of the year because its monsoon rains can cause turbulence.



But commercial pilots know how to prepare for such scenarios. They rely on weather radar and carry extra fuel so they can fly around and wait for the weather to ease, if needed. Or they follow the course charted by other planes that recently have passed through the area and have warned air traffic controllers about weather upheavals.



One scenario that is impossible to prepare for is when the skies are clear and the plane's radar does not detect anything amiss. This phenomenon is known as clear air turbulence.



"It could be the plane just starts shaking, we turn on the seatbelt sign, but, unknowingly, we fall into the clear air turbulence zone," said Captain Teerawat Angkasakulkiat, president of the Thai Pilots Association. "It's totally unpredictable."




Singapore Airlines flight SQ321 on the tarmac at the Suvarnabhumi International Airport in Bangkok on Wednesday, one day after it made an emergency landing.




It's unclear what happened next with SQ321, but there had been thunderstorms near its flight path. As it was flying over Myanmar, cruising at 37,000 feet above the southern section of the country's biggest river, the Irrawaddy, it hit what the airline later described as "sudden extreme turbulence."



For the next three to five minutes, the plane shook violently, said Mr. Dzafran, 28, a university student heading home to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, who was buckled into a window seat in row 52.



"Then it built up, like a feeling of going up a roller coaster, up the crest, and suddenly dropping very dramatically," he recalled.



His bag, stored under the seat in front of him, flew across the plane, and his phone was flung across the aisle. The woman sitting in the row in front of Mr. Dzafran hit her head so hard on the plastic seatbelt indicator sign above her that it broke. Oxygen masks dropped down from the overhead panel. The person behind him hit a seat. Mr. Dzafran was unharmed, but the other two passengers had bloody gashes on their heads.



At least one passenger, it appeared, was able to react quickly enough and buckle her seatbelt. It was a woman sitting behind Mr. Dzafran.



"That was miraculous luck on her side to respond so quickly," he said.



Another passenger, Teandra Tukhunen, who was sleeping, was not able to react as fast. She was awakened by the turbulence and saw the seatbelt sign come on, but she had no time to fasten it and was thrown to the ceiling, then to the floor, Ms. Tukhunen, 30, a native of Australia, told Sky News from a hospital in Bangkok, her arm in a sling.



Elsewhere on the plane, people started crying and screaming out in pain. The whiplash was so furious that one passenger said that it appeared as if those who had been walking around on the plane were doing somersaults. Dozens of people, including some crew members, were injured.




Damage inside the airplane.




As things settled down, it was clear that one of the worst affected passengers was a male traveler, Geoff Kitchen. A grandfather of two who ran a local theater group in the town of Thornbury in southwest England, Mr. Kitchen, 73, had planned a six-week 
"holiday of a lifetime"
 to Australia and Southeast Asia with his wife of 50 years, Linda.



Andrew Davies, who was sitting in front of Mr. Kitchen, helped carry him out of his seat and laid him on the floor, where he was given C.P.R. for at least 20 minutes.



With the plane now in Thailand's airspace, the pilot placed a distress call to Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok, asking to make an emergency landing. Then he made an in-flight announcement about the new destination, and asked for anyone who was medically trained to help passengers with injuries.



Forty-five minutes after the ordeal began, Mr. Dzafran said, the plane landed. It was 3.45 p.m. local time.



Several ambulances with flashing lights were standing by. The passengers waited patiently while nurses, emergency medical workers and doctors rushed in to treat the critically injured first. A total of 83 people were injured. Twenty of them were sent to the intensive care unit of a local hospital.



Drew Kessler, the New York-based treasurer of Rotary International who was en route to Singapore for the annual Rotary International Convention, said he had broken his neck while his wife, Vicki, had broken her back.



As Mr. Dzafran prepared to disembark, the crew told passengers to avoid one of the aisles. Mr. Dzafran said he thinks he saw someone lying on the floor. Flight attendants near the business and first class zones were bleeding. Food was strewn across the galleys.



The passengers, dazed and confused, boarded a bus from the tarmac and arrived to a holding area inside the Bangkok airport. Conversations were struck up. A fellow passenger told Mr. Dzafran that someone had died on the plane and showed Mr. Dzafran an online news article. It was Mr. Kitchen. He was the only fatality -- one of the few ever blamed on turbulence -- and the cause of death hasn't been released yet.



Singapore Airlines has apologized for the episode, and its investigators have arrived in Bangkok to try and understand what happened.



Mr. Dzafran was among the 143 passengers who emerged unscathed. So was his seatmate, who he said also had her seatbelt on. 




Passengers from flight SQ321 greeting family members after they arrived at Changi Airport in Singapore on Wednesday.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/world/asia/singapore-airlines-flight-turbulence.html
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Chicago Is Tired of Waiting for Trains, and Thinks It Knows Who's to Blame



The Chicago City Council is expected to seek the public transit chief's ouster as the system wrestles with financial woes, sluggish service and crime complaints since the pandemic.




Dorval Carter, president of the Chicago Transit Authority, has faced anger over the city's public transit system. 




By Julie Bosman


May 22, 2024


Until recently, Dorval R. Carter Jr. was another relatively unknown bureaucrat, a man who had quietly worked under three mayors as the president of the Chicago Transit Authority.



These days, in the eyes of his many critics, he is the face of all that is wrong with the city's public transportation system.



"Yes, C.T.A. chief Carter needs to go," Crain's Chicago Business 
wrote
 in an editorial last month, saying that his agency was in a "shambolic state." Gov. J.B. Pritzker, Democrat of Illinois, 
said
 recently that there "needs to be an evolution of leadership in order for us to get where we need to go with the C.T.A." Since the coronavirus pandemic, Mr. Carter has drawn the ire of public transportation advocates, who have called him out for failing to fix the system's financial problems, sluggish service and thefts and assaults on L trains and buses.



On Wednesday, the Chicago City Council is expected to introduce a resolution calling for Mr. Carter's ouster -- with a majority of council members in support of what is essentially a vote of no confidence.



The fury directed at Mr. Carter and his agency is emblematic of the struggles that cities like Chicago are now facing. With the pandemic largely in the past, travel and tourism on the rise and concerts, festivals and entertainment in full swing, city residents expect most aspects of public services to be restored to their prepandemic state.



But across the country, getting public transit to flourish again has been complicated, a logistical and financial puzzle with no solution in sight.



"Chicago's recovery has lagged, and people are endlessly frustrated," said Joseph Schwieterman, a transportation professor at DePaul University in Chicago. "Everyone's pointing fingers, and, in some cases, wanting change for change's sake. I've been watching transit my whole life, and I've never seen issues becoming this personal."



In an interview at C.T.A. headquarters on Monday, Mr. Carter, 66, said that he had taken the disapproval to heart -- but that he was not ready to leave his job.



"I wouldn't be here if I didn't care about the city," said Mr. Carter, who wore subway token cuff links and was surrounded by train memorabilia on his office shelves. "When you face this level of criticism in a very public way, it can't help but make you feel hurt."



Mr. Carter, who grew up riding city buses in the South Shore neighborhood of Chicago and now commands a $376,000-a-year salary, pointed to signs that the agency was making progress: Transit crime is down 6 percent so far in 2024 over the same period last year, and ridership is increasing, with a post-pandemic record of more than one million rides in a single weekday on May 8. (In 2019, 1.47 million rides were typical for a weekday, the C.T.A. reported.)




Transit crime in Chicago is down 6 percent over the same period last year, officials said.




That is not enough, said transportation advocates, who argue that New York, Los Angeles and Washington, D.C., have made more progress restoring public transit than has Chicago, the nation's third-largest city.



"The reality is that he has had over four years to bring back the system already," said Kyle Lucas, a co-founder of Better Streets Chicago, a group that presses for improved streets and public transit. "C.T.A.'s problems are not just a funding problem. There's a lack of public accountability within the agency and a culture that is dismissive of public concern."



Mayors of Chicago appoint a majority of members on the C.T.A.'s board, the body that could remove the president at the behest of Mayor Brandon Johnson, a Democrat who took office last year.Ronnie Reese, a spokesman for Mr. Johnson, said that the mayor did not comment on personnel matters.



Mr. Carter's supporters as well as his critics say that he has been instrumental in securing federal funding for C.T.A. projects. Phil Washington, the chief executive of the Denver International Airport who is a former transit leader in Los Angeles, said he had worked with Mr. Carter on transportation issues and believed he had the expertise for this difficult moment in the industry.



"When I look around the country, almost every other big transit agency is going through the same things," he said.



Critics and advocates agree that hiring and retaining employees -- particularly train operators -- has been the crux of the problem in Chicago.



During the pandemic, the C.T.A. rapidly lost employees, with many leaving for jobs that had higher salaries or more favorable working conditions. Hiring has gone slowly since, and a long training process to become a train operator has deterred applicants.



According to the C.T.A., at its lowest employee head count, in July 2022, the agency had 9,644 employees; at the end of March 2024, that number had ticked up to 10,606, still below 2019 numbers. Without enough train operators, the agency has struggled to ramp up service.



At the same time, the agency is facing a severe budget gap in the coming years. Federal relief funding that helped transit agencies in many cities survive the pandemic is drying up, leaving the three transit agencies serving the Chicago region with a $730 million fiscal cliff 
looming
 in the coming years.



Transportation experts said that the failure to keep up Chicago's transit system was a missed opportunity.



Before the pandemic, the C.T.A. had attracted national 
praise
 for modernizing its system, tapping federal funding for improvements and rebuilding stations with sleek, modern exteriors.




Masked commuters waited for a train as Covid-19 cases rose in 2022.




And Chicago remains one of the few American cities where it is easily possible to live without a car -- one of Chicago's strengths in attracting younger people, who often want a car-free lifestyle.



"We have a lot of working-class folks who don't own a car because they can't afford it, and a lot of people who choose not to own a car," said Fabio Gottlicher, a software engineer who helped create the 
group
 
Commuters Take Action
 to challenge Mr. Carter's leadership. "You cannot have a city of 2.7 million without a well-working transit service."



On Monday morning, commuters on an L platform downtown said that the system had improved since the days of the pandemic, when trains arrived inconsistently and the dearth of riders gave the experience a dangerous, eerie feel.



Esteban Sanchez, 43, was waiting for a Green Line train, heading to an interview for a janitorial job.



Mr. Sanchez, a resident of the Pilsen neighborhood on the West Side, said that in the last couple of years riding the L had not been the same as before Covid-19.



"It's gotten worse," he said. "A lot more crime, especially people smoking weed. You have to be vigilant. I feel like it's been a long time since the pandemic. It should be better by now."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/us/chicago-cta-dorval-carter.html
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A Second Dairy Worker Has Contracted Bird Flu, C.D.C. Reports



The new case, in a Michigan farmworker, did not suggest that bird flu was widespread in people, health officials said, adding that the risk to the general public remained low.




An electron microscope image of an avian flu virion.




By Apoorva Mandavilli and Emily Anthes


May 22, 2024


A farmworker in Michigan has been diagnosed with bird flu, state officials announced on Wednesday, making it the second human case associated with the outbreak in cows.



Officials said that the individual became infected with the virus, called H5N1, after exposure to infected livestock. The individual had only mild symptoms and has fully recovered, officials said. They did not provide additional details in order to protect the privacy of the farm and farmworker, they said.



In 2022, a person in Colorado with direct exposure to infected poultry became 
the first
 confirmed human case of H5N1 in the United States. Last month, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported an H5N1 infection 
in a Texas dairy farm worker
 -- the first case associated with the outbreak in cows.



The detection of this latest case did not suggest that bird flu was widespread in people, officials said, adding that the risk to the general public remained low.



"This virus is being closely monitored, and we have not seen signs of sustained human-to-human transmission at this point," Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, Michigan's chief medical executive, said in a statement.



Still, the case suggests that as more herds are infected, farmworkers continue to be 
at elevated risk
 of bird flu. "This case was not unexpected," said Dr. Nirav Shah, principal deputy director of the C.D.C.



A nasal swab from the individual had tested negative for the H5N1 virus, but an eye swab the agency received on Tuesday tested positive, Dr. Shah said. The Michigan and Texas patients only reported experiencing eye symptoms, although in the Texas case the eye and nose swabs both tested positive.



The C.D.C. recommends that clinicians collect both nasal and eye swabs from people exposed to the virus. "This is why making sure samples are taken in full compliance with C.D.C. guidelines is really important," Dr. Shah said.



Veterinarians have reported that some farmworkers have developed flulike symptoms, but few farmers and farmworkers have agreed to be tested for the cause. In Michigan, farmworkers exposed to infected animals have been asked to report even mild symptoms, and testing for the virus has been made available, Dr. Bagdasarian said. As of Wednesday, the C.D.C. had tested only about 40 people, agency officials said.



The Michigan farmworker was being monitored because they worked on a farm with herds known to be infected, and received a daily text message from Michigan's health department asking if they were experiencing any symptoms.



"When the worker indicated that they were, public health sprang into action, culminating in the results that we are reporting today," Dr. Shah said.



"We found this case because we were looking for this case, and we were looking for it because we were prepared," he added.



The virus has been 
detected in 52 dairy herds
 in nine states, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. But the outbreak is thought to be much more widespread. Michigan officials have reported 
four infected herds
 that were not included in the federal count. The Food and Drug Administration has found traces of the virus 
in 20 percent
 of dairy products sampled from grocery shelves 
in 17 states
.



The virus was probably transmitted from wild birds to dairy cows in a single spillover event in the Texas Panhandle as early as last December, scientists have said. Federal officials did not confirm the first infections until late March.



Cows were not thought to be susceptible to the virus, and the virus spread undetected among them with no visible symptoms, studies have found. The virus has been detected in some dairy herds with no known links to affected farms, suggesting that the virus spread among asymptomatic cows and that there are infected herds that have not yet been identified.



The virus may have spread between cows largely through contaminated milk, which contains high levels of virus. The virus has also spread from dairy farms to poultry farms, possibly through the movement of contaminated vehicles or equipment. The transport of infected cows from Texas may have spread the infection as far as North Carolina and Michigan.



During the outbreak, the virus has 
acquired dozens
 of new mutations, including some that may make it more adept at spreading between species.



The Texas farmworker diagnosed in April had severe conjunctivitis, but recovered fully, C.D.C. officials reported earlier this month. The officials were unable to test the individual's social contacts.



Farm owners have been reluctant to test their workers or cattle, fearful of the financial consequences. And barring extraordinary circumstances, federal and state officials cannot compel farmers or farmworkers to get tested.



To prepare for the possibility of more cases, federal agencies have begun to fill and finish approximately 4.8 million doses of a vaccine that is well matched to the currently circulating strain of H5N1, officials said.



To identify how the virus is evolving, C.D.C. scientists are sequencing the virus isolated from the infected individual, and will compare it to virus isolated from infected cows in Michigan and the infected dairy farmworker in Texas, Dr. Shah said.



Noah Weiland
 contributed reporting.
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	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Tornado Pummels Wind Turbines in Iowa



The damage was unusual, experts say, because turbines are built to withstand extreme weather. Iowa is a wind powerhouse, with thousands of turbines.




The remains of a tornado-damaged wind turbine in a field near Prescott, Iowa, on Tuesday.




By Christopher Flavelle


May 22, 2024


The 
footage from southwest Iowa
 is shocking: In the trail of a tornado, a wind turbine is bent in half like a cheap straw, its hub engulfed in flames and thick black smoke, its blades on the ground.



"You're seeing multiple of these big wind turbine towers that have been destroyed," Zane Satre, a meteorologist for KCCI 8 News in Des Moines, told viewers. "These are big tall ones -- I think they're what, like 250 feet tall? Well that tornado took them out."



But it's rare for tornadoes or other types of severe weather to destroy a wind turbine, said Fraser McLachlan, chief executive of GCube, a company that insures renewable energy projects like wind farms and solar arrays.



Turbines are now built to withstand events like tornadoes, hurricanes and typhoons because of advances in technology since the early designs of the 1990s. They have built-in mechanisms to lock and feather the blades, changing their angles, when winds reach 55 miles per hour. That reduces the surface area of the blades pointed toward the wind.



"You will lose a blade here or a blade there," during windstorms, Mr. McLachlan said. But a complete knockout is unusual, he said. 



The damage in Iowa to three turbines was part of a spell of bad weather that 
struck the state on Tuesday
, leaving multiple people dead and at least a dozen injured. The storms followed 
other deadly weather
 in the region, including in Missouri, Illinois and Kentucky. It's part of what scientists say is a trend: As average temperatures rise, severe storms are becoming more frequent and powerful, for reasons that 
aren't always clear.



The Midwest is getting hit with more frequent disasters at the same time that wind and solar power generation is expanding.



In 2022, about two-thirds of Iowa's total net electricity generation came from renewable resources and almost all of that was wind, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. The state was second only to Texas in terms of the amount of wind power it produced. Wind was responsible for 62 percent of Iowa's net generation, the highest share of any state.



When it comes to extreme weather and renewable energy, the larger problem is the vulnerability of solar panels to hailstorms, Mr. McLachlan said.



To reduce costs, panels have become larger over time, and the glass has become thinner, making it more likely to crack when hail strikes. That's happening as more solar panels are being installed in the hail-prone Midwest -- and as the frequency and severity of hail increase.



The standard way to protect solar panels from hailstones is to change their angle, Mr. McLachlan said, tipping them so that their surface is less exposed to direct hits. But that creates a new problem: those panels start to act like sails, catching the winds that often accompany hail, increasing the risk of blowing away.



Hail made up 54 percent of incurred costs from insurance claims for the solar sector over the past five years, according to a report from GCube last year, despite accounting for just 1.4 percent of claims. Growing losses from hail have made it harder to get insurance for solar projects, Mr. McLachlan said.



Still, renewable power isn't the only part of the electricity generation industry to face threats from extreme weather, said Elise Caplan, vice president of regulatory affairs for the American Council on Renewable Energy. She said that natural gas facilities can be shut down during extreme cold spells, and droughts can put limits on nuclear plants that need cooling water.



"There's no perfect generation resource," Ms. Caplan said. "There's so many different types of extreme scenarios that impact generation in different ways."



The focus, Ms. Caplan said, should be on a mix of power generation types, as well as expanded transmission lines that can move that power where it's most needed.
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political memo



A Day of Negative Headlines for Trump Points to a Cure for Voter 'Amnesia'



In roughly 24 hours on Tuesday, former President Donald J. Trump reposted a video with an echo of Nazi Germany, hinted at restricting contraception and made news in two of the criminal cases against him.




Former President Donald J. Trump in a Manhattan courthouse on Tuesday.




By Lisa Lerer and Michael Gold


May 22, 2024


President Biden has been battling a new phenomenon in American politics: what Democrats and pollsters have taken to calling "Trump amnesia," a softening of feeling about his successor's tumultuous term as president.



But over roughly 24 hours on Tuesday, Donald J. Trump provided what looked like at least a temporary cure. He reposted a video containing the words "unified Reich," reviving accusations that he flirts with Nazism. He hinted at the idea of restricting contraception, and rehired as a campaign aide a 
political operative with a record of accusations of sexual harassment
.



A court ruling unsealed later in the day in one of the federal criminal cases against Mr. Trump showed that a judge had questioned how documents with classification markings could have been 
overlooked repeatedly before they turned up in Mr. Trump's own bedroom
.



And by midmorning, Mr. Trump's defense rested in a criminal case that threatens to forever affix a label to him that no presidential candidate has yet survived: convicted felon.



Mr. Trump has built a political career on surviving the unsurvivable: No matter how much chaos he creates or how many political norms he shatters, his Republican base stands by him. But now, he is leaving the all-forgiving conservative cocoon to enter the crucible of a general election. Much of his electoral success may depend on whether voters who are not yet irrevocably in his corner recall, are repelled by and reject the turbulence, divisiveness and inflammatory rhetoric that cost him re-election four years ago.



So far, that has not happened. Even as Mr. Trump spends weeks sitting in court as a criminal defendant, he leads in many 
polls
 of swing states. Surveys show that views of his administration have improved with distance, with voters remembering those years as a time of economic prosperity and strong national security. While Americans still remember Mr. Trump as a divisive and polarizing figure, 
a larger share of voters
 now see his term as better for the country than President Biden's.



There is plenty of material with which Mr. Biden and his Democratic allies can try to shake voters free of any Trump amnesia. The former president faces four criminal indictments in four different courts. He is implicated in helping foment a siege of the Capitol, and is the first president to have been impeached twice. And under Mr. Trump, Republicans have lost or underperformed in every election since his 2016 victory.



The Biden campaign has focused on directing voters' attention to issues that it believes will work most in its favor: abortion bans, threats to democracy and the sense of chaos that often consumed the Trump administration.



Which is why Tuesday's headlines seemed to unspool like a series of gifts from Mr. Trump to his successor.



By Tuesday night, the Biden campaign unwrapped their presents, blasting out a news release highlighting Mr. Trump's "Awful 24 Hours."




A video posted on Mr. Trump's Truth Social account on Monday included hypothetical headlines about a "unified Reich" if he won in November.




"Posting Nazi imagery and promising to rip away more freedoms from women is not what we would call a winning campaign strategy," said Ammar Moussa, a campaign spokesman. "Every day, Donald Trump reminds voters just how extreme and dangerous Donald Trump is."



At a fund-raiser, Mr. Biden himself scolded Mr. Trump for reposting the "unified Reich" video, attacking him for embracing fascism.



"A unified Reich: That's not the language of American presidents," he told hundreds of donors gathered in Boston. "That's not the language of any Americans. It's the language of Hitler's Germany."



It's unclear, of course, how many voters can be swayed in their views of Mr. Trump at this point. "People have already come to judgment on the guy," said Neil Newhouse, a Republican pollster. "There's not much new they are going to learn that will change their impressions of him."



Mr. Trump's campaign believes voters are focused more on broader issues affecting their lives -- the economy and affordability, above all -- than on any one flurry of controversies. Brian Hughes, a Trump spokesman, pointed to recent polls and 
fund-raising numbers
 as signs that the campaign was doing just fine.



Mr. Hughes argued that the Biden campaign had seized on 
the "unified Reich" video
 and Mr. Trump's comments on contraception -- and had taken them both out of context -- in an effort to distract voters from what he called "the core of what's at stake" in November.



Still, the Trump campaign's actions on Tuesday suggested that it recognized some of Mr. Trump's statements over the past 24 hours as potentially damaging.



After 
suggesting in an interview
 with a Pittsburgh television station that he might be open to limits on birth control, or allow states to impose such limits, Mr. Trump quickly slammed the door on the idea.



"I have never, and will never advocate imposing restrictions on birth control, or other contraceptives," he wrote Tuesday afternoon, almost entirely in capital letters, on Truth Social, his social media site. "I do not support a ban on birth control, and neither will the Republican Party!"



After a wave of criticism, Mr. Trump's campaign also disavowed the "unified Reich" video and removed it from his social media account. The video had used images of mocked-up newspaper articles as it conjured a vision of America's future should Mr. Trump win in November. The term "Reich" is often associated with Nazi Germany, though the text in the video, which came from a template, appeared to refer to the decades before World War I.



"This was not a campaign video. It was created by a random account online and reposted by a staffer who clearly did not see the word, while the president was in court," Karoline Leavitt, a campaign spokeswoman, said in a statement.



Mr. Trump's response on Tuesday to news about the classified-documents case, however, wound up landing like yet another unforced error. After the four documents in Mr. Trump's bedroom came to light in a court filing, the former president took to his social media network Tuesday night to accuse Mr. Biden's administration of authorizing "the F.B.I. to use deadly (lethal) force" against him. "They were authorized to shoot me!" he said in the subject line of a fund-raising email.



Even that, though, set off another round of recrimination. The F.B.I. took the unusual step of 
disputing Mr. Trump's claim
.



The bureau, it said, had "followed standard protocol in this search as we do for all search warrants, which includes a standard policy statement limiting the use of deadly force."



"No one ordered additional steps to be taken, and there was no departure from the norm in this matter," the F.B.I. said.
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Brooklyn Protest Raises Doubts About N.Y.P.D. Commitment to New Tactics



Violent responses to pro-Palestinian activists follow a sweeping agreement aimed at striking an equilibrium between preserving public safety and the rights of protesters.




Video footage captured some police officials punching protesters at a pro-Palestinian march this weekend. 




By Maria Cramer


May 21, 2024


Last September, the New York Police Department 
signed a sweeping agreement in federal court
 that was meant to end overwhelming responses to protests that often led to violent clashes, large-scale arrests and expensive civil rights lawsuits.



The sight of hundreds of officers in tactical gear 
moving in on pro-Palestinian demonstrators in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, on Saturday
 suggested to civil libertarians that the department might not abide by the agreement when it is fully implemented. At least two officers wearing the white shirts of commanders were filmed punching three protesters who were prone in the middle of a crosswalk.



And film clips of recent campus protests showed some officers pushing and dragging students, a handful of whom later said they had been injured by the police, though many officers appeared to show restraint during the arrests.



"I think members of the public are very concerned that the police will be unwilling or unable to meet their end of the bargain," said Jennvine Wong, a staff attorney with Legal Aid, which, along with the New York Civil Liberties Union, filed a lawsuit against the city over the department's response to protests in 2020 after 
the killing of George Floyd
.



That lawsuit was later combined with a complaint filed by Letitia James, the state attorney general, over what she called widespread abuses during the Black Lives Matter protests. Last fall, police officials and Ms. James reached the agreement in federal court, intended to strike a new equilibrium between the department's need to preserve public safety and the rights of protesters.



The city, along with two major police unions, agreed to develop policies and training that would teach the department to respond gradually to demonstrations, rather than sending in large numbers of officers immediately, and to emphasize de-escalation over an immediate show of force. The implementation was expected to take three years.



Molly Biklen, associate legal director of the New York Civil Liberties Union, said the police reaction to the Bay Ridge protest over the weekend raised "real concerns about the N.Y.P.D.'s ability to shift to a de-escalation approach."



The "aggressive response," she said, "reflected the default playbook of force and escalation that we have seen too frequently in the past."



City officials said the demonstration had been going on for hours before officers moved in. The Police Department's deputy commissioner for operations, Kaz Daughtry, said in a statement on social media that officers were responding to protesters who were blocking the streets and using "incendiary devices" and "sound reproduction devices without a permit."



"We will never tolerate any unlawful, illegal, and non-peaceful protests," the statement said. "This was not a peaceful protest by some."



Mr. Daughtry also posted a 
photo
 depicting bicycle U-locks holding together metal barricades with the words "Pigs Out" scrawled in red ink. He said protesters spit on officers, resisted arrest and threw objects at them.



Kayla Mamelak, a spokeswoman for Mayor Eric Adams, said the city "is committed to honoring the obligations of the settlement."



"We are actively developing new policies, procedures, and trainings to ensure compliance," she said. "Our efforts to date follow the exact structure outlined in the settlement, and any suggestion otherwise is simply untrue."



Ms. Mamelak also referred to comments Mr. Adams made Monday during television interviews, where he defended the police even 
as other city leaders criticized them
.



"We're going to protect the right to protest, but you don't have the right to destroy this city," he said on Fox 5.



On NY1, Mr. Adams said the city is reviewing "the isolated incident that people want to point out" that involved punching.



The demonstrations in Bay Ridge are held in mid-May every year to commemorate what Palestinians call the Nakba, or "catastrophe" -- when hundreds of thousands of Palestinians fled or were forced from their homes during the wars surrounding Israel's founding in 1948.



Forty-one people were arrested or issued summonses -- 36 of them people who lived outside Bay Ridge, according to the police. Two protesters were charged with assault, and 24 demonstrators received summons for disorderly conduct.



The violence captured on social media came nearly 
three weeks after 282 protesters were arrested at Columbia University and City College
. After the campus arrests, police leaders and Mayor Eric Adams said there were no injuries and praised officers for their "professionalism."



But since then, students who were arrested 
have come forward to report
 they had to seek medical care after they were shoved or struck by officers.



Allie Wong, a 38-year-old graduate student at Columbia University, said she was outside Hamilton Hall on April 30, linking arms with other protesters, when the police walked toward them, dressed in tactical gear and wielding batons and shields.



"It didn't look like we were being approached by people who wanted to have a conversation," she said.



Ms. Wong, who described herself as 5-foot-6 and 120 pounds, said she was thrown to the ground twice and was hit in the head. She was arrested, issued a summons for trespassing and held for several hours at 1 Police Plaza, the department's Manhattan headquarters.



When she woke up the next morning, she had a welt the size of a "golf ball" on her forehead, her ribs hurt and she felt shooting pains in her left hand. Ms. Wong, who shared her medical records with The New York Times, said she still has her hand wrapped in a bandage and cannot make a closed fist.



"I can't type or hold anything," she said.



Her summons was later dismissed.



Protesters said the response on April 30, when they briefly took over Hamilton Hall on Columbia's campus, was a stark contrast to the way officers behaved on April 18, when Columbia officials called in the police to clear the lawn of encampments.



Marie Adele Grosso, a 19-year-old student at Barnard College, said she was arrested at both protests.



Ms. Grosso, who has a chronic illness that causes extreme physical fatigue and requires her to use a cane on occasion, said that during the April 18 arrests, the police let her sit down when she complained of dizziness.



On April 30, the officers were much more aggressive, she said. Ms. Grosso, who was outside Hamilton Hall, said she recalled being pushed to the ground. When she got up and was arrested, she said the officer refused to cuff her wrists in front so she could hold her cane, which he took from her.



When Ms. Grosso said she told him she had a disability, she said he replied: "'If you're disabled, then don't get arrested.'"



In response to requests for comments about the injuries, the police said that "ultimately, no injuries were reported to police before, during, or after the trespassers' removal."



Until the last two weeks of unrest, protests around the city since the Hamas attack on Israel on Oct. 7 and subsequent Israeli invasion of Gaza have been fairly peaceful.



On Nov. 26, hundreds of protesters from an anti-Zionist Jewish group, Jewish Voice for Peace, 
shut down the Manhattan Bridge on a Sunday, snarling city traffic for hours
. A handful were arrested, according to the group.



In January, there were similar demonstrations, 
with protesters blocking the Brooklyn Bridge, Manhattan Bridge, Williamsburg Bridge and Holland Tunnel
 for more than an hour during a morning commute. Hundreds of people were arrested, but there were no reports of violent confrontations with the police.



On Saturday, the police responded to a scene where "there was already antagonistic feelings from those at the protest," said Jillian Snider, an adjunct lecturer at John Jay College of Criminal Justice and former New York police officer. She said that officers are already trained "to go at it verbally first, but there are times when the person comes back at you with a violent nature."



Ms. Wong, the lawyer with Legal Aid, said the police could have made more efforts to negotiate with leaders of the protest or diverted traffic.



"Is the response from the police to violently arrest and disrupt and oppress protest the only answer to that problem?" Ms. Wong asked.



Erin Nolan
 and 
Hurubie Meko
 contributed reporting.
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Adams vs. Adams: A Power Struggle in New York City Turns Ugly



The City Council speaker, Adrienne Adams, was expected to set in motion a plan to weaken Mayor Eric Adams's authority. The mayor quickly fought back.




Mayor Eric Adams has frequently found himself at odds with the New York City Council speaker, Adrienne Adams, a fellow Democrat.




By Dana Rubinstein


May 22, 2024


Amid growing public dissatisfaction with Mayor Eric Adams's job performance, the New York City Council speaker, Adrienne Adams, was about to make a power play.



Ms. Adams was preparing to introduce legislation on Thursday that would require the mayor to obtain Council approval on 21 commissioner-level appointments, according to a draft of the bill that the speaker's office shared with The New York Times.



The move would significantly curtail the mayor's authority by adding a level of Council oversight.



It would require a citywide voter referendum, because it proposes to curb the power of the mayor. The only way Mr. Adams could stop such a referendum is if he were to create a Charter Revision Commission that would have the power to decide what, if any, ballot initiatives might be placed before voters.



Sure enough, a few hours after The Times sought comment on Tuesday from the mayor's office, it put out a news release announcing the formation of a Charter Revision Commission, which would consider changes in the governing document that is equivalent to a city constitution. Only one member was named; other names, the release said, would be forthcoming.



The maneuvering underscored how the relationship between the Council and the mayor's office has reached a new low during a time of acute vulnerability for the mayor. Mr. Adams is up for re-election next year while facing a federal criminal 
investigation
 and 
historically low
 poll numbers. He already 
faces two likely challengers
 in the Democratic primary.



The proposal, which a spokesman for the speaker said she still plans to introduce on Thursday, also underscores concerns about the mayor's tendency to put a priority on personal loyalty when 
filling
 
important
 positions.



A legal memo prepared by the City Council cites several rationales for the proposed approval system, including that it would give commissioners more independence, make them more responsive to the City Council and make it "more likely that the administration puts forth qualified candidates, as opposed to commissioner appointments being used for political patronage."



"The expansion of advice and consent to more agency commissioners is about good government that works for New Yorkers," said Ms. Adams, adding, "Ultimately, this would move the process of political appointments out of the shadows, making it more transparent to the public and less likely that appointments can be abused."



Christine Quinn, a former City Council speaker, described the proposal as "very unheard-of."



"Obviously this suggests that there is a very significant rift between the speaker and Eric Adams," she said. "It also sends the message that the speaker is prepared to stand up aggressively for the needs and opinions of her members and the institution."



Though they are not related, Mr. Adams and Ms. Adams share the same last name, and they attended the same high school in 
Bayside, Queens
. But their political paths began diverging when Mr. Adams backed someone else for City Council speaker, and the Council ended up choosing Ms. Adams.



In the ensuing two-and-a-half years, Ms. Adams has emerged as 
one of the mayor's most powerful critics
, overriding his 
vetoes
 of legislation banning solitary confinement in city jails and requiring the police to record more information about their interactions with the public. More recently, she has tangled with Mr. Adams over the Police Department's use of social media to attack journalists and public officials, and over the mayor's insistence that council members seeking meetings with commissioners first submit request forms to City Hall.



Her push to require the Council's "advice and consent" on the 21 mayoral appointments signaled a new phase in her opposition to the mayor. The Daily News and the New York Post reported about the rough contours of 
the proposal last
 
week
. On Tuesday, Mr. Adams said he had yet to speak with Ms. Adams about the idea, but said he dislikes it, and contended it had nothing to do with him personally.



"This was something she was passionate about when she was a councilperson," he said. "And so I don't think this is about Eric Adams."



A Council spokesman did not dispute that Ms. Adams has long been interested in requiring Council approval for more commissioner-level appointments. He did not comment on the second part of Mr. Adams's assertion.



If the mayor carries through with his sudden pledge to create a Charter Revision Commission, the City Council could, in theory, wait until after the general election and request a special election for a voter referendum on its proposal.



The mayor could then create another Charter Revision Commission to delay that vote. But the act of perpetually creating charter revision commissions would be likely to invite legal scrutiny.



"We have a strong executive system in New York, unlike others," the mayor said on Tuesday. "And I like that executive system, because people should know who they blame if the streets are not clean, if the commissioners are not delivering."



The mayor appoints more than 80 commissioner-level positions.



The 21 positions over which the City Council would like to exert more control include the commissioners of the departments of Buildings; Cultural Affairs; Finance; Environmental Protection; Homeless Services; Parks and Recreation; Sanitation; Transportation; Health and Mental Hygiene; Housing Preservation and Development; and Social Services. 



The proposal would also apply to the commissioners of the Administration for Children's Services and NYC Emergency Management.



Dozens of lower-level positions on various boards and commissioners already require Council approval. That is also true of three high-level appointments: the commissioner of the Department of Investigation, the corporation counsel and the chair of the Taxi and Limousine Commission. At the moment, the mayor is 
seeking to replace his outgoing corporation counsel with Randy Mastro
, an attorney whose legal record has incited opposition in the City Council.



Joseph Viteritti, a public policy professor at Hunter College who was 
involved
 in the effort that 
established
 the current structure of the New York City government, said that at the time, "the hope was that the City Council would become the check on the mayor."



"It's never happened," he said.



Now, he suggested, it might.



"This is a very pivotal moment," Mr. Viteritti said. "This is a watershed moment in the history of governance in New York City."
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For the First Time in 155 Years, This Beach Will Be Open Sunday



The Christian community in Ocean Grove, N.J., is challenging a state order that has compelled it to let its beach be used on Sunday mornings.




Ocean Grove, N.J., about 60 miles south of Manhattan, has kept people off the beach during the hours many Christians are traditionally in church.




By Sarah Pulliam Bailey


May 21, 2024


A conservative Christian nonprofit that controls a section of the Jersey Shore will reluctantly open its beach this Sunday morning for the first time in 155 years.



But the organization intends to challenge an order from the state that forced the change.



Ocean Grove, which has a long history of hosting Methodist camp meetings, sits about 60 miles south of Manhattan and describes itself as "God's Square Mile." Two wooden crosses stand in the dunes there. A pier in the shape of a cross was unveiled last year. The Christian flag, a red cross on a white banner, flies under an American flag by the beach.



Last summer, dozens of people gathered on the beach on Sunday mornings to protest the
 religiously motivated restrictions imposed by the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association, which owns the property. In October, New Jersey's Department of Environmental Protection threatened the association with fines of up to $25,000 a day if the beach were not opened.



The association has applied for an emergency order that would allow it to maintain its longstanding rule, which prohibited visitors on the beach on Sunday before noon, during the hours many Christians are traditionally in church. But in the meantime, it said in a statement, the organization will comply with the state order to open the beach and will provide lifeguards on Sunday mornings.



"We are challenging this order to preserve our property rights and religious freedom," the association said in a statement. It described the Sunday morning beach closure as a way "to honor God -- a core pillar of this community."



A status conference, in which attorneys will meet to discuss the case, has been scheduled for Sept. 4, two days after Labor Day, when peak beach season is over.



Ocean Grove is home to about 3,000 people. No alcohol is sold, and many residents enjoy its old-timey feel. The association has owned most of the land there since 1870, although the town's municipal power now falls under the larger Neptune Township. It has long avoided paying taxes on its beach, which is less than a mile long, by dedicating it to the public through the state's Green Acres Program.



Kristin Tito, whose family has been coming to Ocean Grove since the 1930s, said several families are frustrated that newcomers were able to persuade the state to change a rule that has been in place for more than a century. Many Ocean Grove business owners are disappointed, she said, because when the beach was closed on Sunday mornings, people would go downtown and shop.



Ms. Tito said her husband describes Ocean Grove as Greenwich Village crossed with Mayberry, because it attracts a lot of different kinds of people but also moves at a slower pace.



"You risk losing the Mayberry part that makes it slower and unique," said Ms. Tito, who does not attend church. "You have an account at the hardware store. There's a lot of throwback, a lot of things that make it seem like an old-fashioned town. A lot of that comes from quirkiness."



Other residents were pleased by the decision. Many people who opposed the Sunday closure argued that tourists who didn't know about the longstanding rule often hauled their belongings to the beach, only to find it was closed. They said it reflected poorly on their diverse community.



Shane Martins, who bought a home in Ocean Grove in 2019 and had protested the beach closure, said he thinks the decision to keep it open will allow residents to do as they want on a Sunday morning, including those who might choose to worship in a pavilion by the beach.



Since Sunday's forecast is 70 degrees and partly sunny, Mr. Martins is planning to put on his seersucker bathing suit and bring a bag of cherries and his blue-striped chair to the beach.



"I'm hopeful this will allow us to move forward," he said. "If this were the wrong decision, it would probably be raining."
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Fraud Trial to Begin for Chinese Billionaire Who Allied Himself With America's Right



Charged with defrauding thousands of investors in the U.S. and overseas of more than $1 billion, Guo Wengui could face decades in prison.




The trial of Guo Wengui, a Chinese billionaire, is set to begin Wednesday in federal court in Manhattan.




By Michael Forsythe


May 22, 2024


Four years ago, Guo Wengui, a prominent Chinese property developer, announced the imminent end of Communist rule and the formation of the New Federal State of China.



The setting wasn't Beijing, or anywhere close to China, but a boat in New York Harbor. He was joined by Steve Bannon, the right-wing firebrand and former adviser to President Trump. Another Trump aide, Peter Navarro, would be 
declared
 the shadow government's "international ambassador."



"From this day forward, the Communist Party is not the legal government of China!" 
he shouted
 in Mandarin.



Mr. Guo, also known as Miles Kwok, had completed a remarkable transformation, from exiled Beijing billionaire to a player in America's right-wing firmament.



But a lot has gone wrong since then. Accused of defrauding thousands of people in the United States and abroad of more than $1 billion, he is set to go on trial on Wednesday in federal court in Manhattan.




In June 2020, Steve Bannon and Mr. Guo announced the "New Federal State of China," an alternative Chinese government, in New York Harbor.




Last year, 
American authorities charged
 Mr. Guo with money laundering, securities fraud and wire fraud for unlawfully selling shares in his media company, selling memberships in a concierge service and marketing a cryptocurrency that prosecutors say is bogus.



If convicted, he could face decades in prison or possible deportation to China, where he is wanted on charges that include rape, bribery and fraud. On Tuesday, prosecutors asked Judge Analisa Torres to bar Mr. Guo's defense lawyers from bringing up deportation because it could "curry sympathy from the jury."



Mr. Guo's defense team, which includes Sidhardha Kamaraju, a former federal prosecutor in Manhattan, plans to call witnesses to dispute the government's claim that Mr. Guo's cryptocurrency operation was bogus and that he misrepresented the value of his media company. They also plan to show that Mr. Guo was a target of the Chinese government, which mounted a lobbying campaign during the Trump administration to repatriate him.



The campaign he endured "is a sign that he would never victimize anybody," Mr. Kamaraju said in an interview.



One of Mr. Guo's former assistants, Yvette Wang, pleaded guilty this month to conspiracy to commit wire fraud and conspiracy to commit money laundering. She will be sentenced in September and faces up to 10 years in prison. She isn't expected to testify against Mr. Guo.



China and the United States have vastly different political systems, but Mr. Guo managed to thrive, for a time, in both. In each country, he attracted influential and powerful figures with his vast wealth and private jets, luxury yachts and fine wine.



In China, he cultivated a powerful senior intelligence officer who had access to embarrassing information about top government bureaucrats. He fled China in 2015 after the patron, Ma Jian, a vice minister for state security, was detained.



While in China, Mr. Guo met many celebrated Americans, including Henry Kissinger and George P. Shultz, both former secretaries of state. When he submitted his application to the co-op board of the Sherry Netherland Hotel on Fifth Avenue for a $68 million penthouse apartment, he included a letter of recommendation from Tony Blair, the former British prime minister. "Miles is honest, forthright and has impeccable taste," Mr. Blair wrote.



Born into poverty in rural China, Mr. Guo, whose current age has been variously characterized as 53 to 56, developed a refined style, preferring tailored Brioni suits and luxury cars. When Federal Bureau of Investigation agents raided his properties last year, they found two mattresses worth $36,000 each, a $31,000 bed, a $140,000 piano and several cars, including a Bugatti Chiron Super Sport, a Lamborghini and a Rolls-Royce.



In exile, Mr. Guo 
mounted a campaign
 in 2017 to discredit China's anticorruption chief ahead of an important Communist Party meeting that fall. In doing so, he built up a large following of supporters both within China and among the vast Chinese diaspora, though his claims about corruption in the top ranks of the Communist Party couldn't be substantiated by The New York Times.



That same year, the Chinese government mounted an unsuccessful campaign to repatriate Mr. Guo, tapping Steve Wynn, the finance chairman of the Republican National Committee who ran a casino resort in the Chinese territory of Macau, along with Elliott Broidy, the deputy chairman, to persuade Mr. Trump.



By then, Mr. Guo had 
become a member
 of Mar-a-Lago, Mr. Trump's Palm Beach, Fla., club, and had begun bringing prominent allies of the president into his orbit, including Mr. Bannon later that year.



As the 2020 election approached, Mr. Guo's U.S.-based media network, GTV, attempted to influence the election by promoting fabricated contents of a laptop belonging to Hunter Biden, a son of then-candidate Joe Biden. After the election, his network helped fund the so-called Million MAGA March in support of Mr. Trump. Mr. Guo also helped finance a court challenge to Mr. Biden's election victory in Georgia, Mother Jones magazine 
reported
.



Two months after appearing with Mr. Guo in the waters off New York City, Mr. Bannon was 
arrested on Mr. Guo's yacht
 on fraud charges of his own (he was later 
pardoned by Mr. Trump
). In 2021 Mr. Guo, facing a court order to pay hundreds of millions of dollars to a Hong Kong fund, declared bankruptcy. And three companies tied to Mr. Guo, including GTV, 
agreed
 to pay the Securities and Exchange Commission more than $500 million after the agency said he had illegally sold shares in his media company.



After his arrest last year, he was denied bail, and he has been detained at the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn. Hours after being taken into custody, a fire broke out in his apartment, which takes up the 18th floor of the Sherry Netherland and has a balcony facing Central Park. Records show Mr. Guo's holding company still owns the unit.
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Sparring in Trump Documents Hearing Highlights Case's Slow Pace



A prosecutor got into a heated exchange with Judge Aileen Cannon over a minor point, as the case continues to crawl.




A lawyer for the co-defendant, Walt Nauta, claims that prosecutors hinted that they could derail a judgeship he was seeking if he did not prevail on Mr. Nauta to turn on former President Donald J. Trump.




By Alan Feuer


May 22, 2024


The judge handling former President Donald J. Trump's classified documents case in Florida got into a heated exchange with a federal prosecutor on Wednesday over a minor but bitterly contested issue, highlighting again how bogged down the proceedings have become.



In this case, the topic was an unproven accusation by Mr. Trump's legal team that at an early stage of the inquiry prosecutors sought to get one of his co-defendants to cooperate against him by threatening his lawyer.



The exchange occurred at a hearing where the prosecutor, David Harbach, angrily denied the accusation and the judge, Aileen M. Cannon, pressed him for details. The dispute concerned a meeting nearly two years ago at the Justice Department. A lawyer for the co-defendant, Walt Nauta, claims that prosecutors hinted that they could derail a judgeship he was seeking if he did not prevail on Mr. Nauta to turn on Mr. Trump.



"The story about what happened at that meeting is a fantasy," Mr. Harbach told Judge Cannon at one point. "It did not happen."



The testy conversation ended with Judge Cannon advising Mr. Harbach to calm down. It was emblematic of the mounting frustration that prosecutors in the office of the special counsel, Jack Smith, have evinced not only toward defense lawyers in the case, but also toward the judge herself.



The dispute came on the heels of Mr. Trump's legal team making several aggressive -- and some unfounded -- 
allegations of prosecutorial misconduct and political gamesmanship against Mr. Smith
 in a pair of motions unsealed on Tuesday.




David Harbach, a prosecutor in the case, seen last June.




It also arrived at a moment of heightened tension with Judge Cannon, who recently 
reset the schedule for the case
, all but ensuring it will not go to trial before the November election.



The hearing, in Federal District Court in Fort Pierce, Fla., was held to consider a motion by Mr. Nauta arguing that he is the victim of a vindictive prosecution by the special counsel's office. Mr. Nauta, who served as a personal aide to Mr. Trump in the White House and continues to be employed by him, stands accused of moving around boxes of documents in a plot to obstruct the government's attempts to retrieve classified materials from Mar-a-Lago, the former president's private club and residence in Florida.



In laying out evidence of what he asserted was a vindictive prosecution, Mr. Nauta's lawyer, Stanley Woodward Jr., told Judge Cannon that during his first meeting with the government in August 2022, a prosecutor, Jay I. Bratt, mentioned that he had recently read that Mr. Woodward had applied to be a judge in Washington and hoped that he did not do anything to "screw it up."



By Mr. Woodward's account, Mr. Bratt followed that remark with an assertion that the government wanted Mr. Nauta to cooperate with its investigation. When Mr. Nauta refused to turn on Mr. Trump and declined to testify in front of a grand jury, Mr. Woodward claims prosecutors punished him by filing charges.



Mr. Woodward had initially asked Judge Cannon in filings to dismiss the indictment on those grounds. He scaled back his request in court on Wednesday, asking instead for another hearing in which witnesses could be called -- Mr. Woodward among them -- to determine exactly what had happened at the meeting with Mr. Bratt.



Judge Cannon seemed to realize that such a proceeding could easily turn into a time-consuming distraction, likening it to going down "a rabbit hole." But the defense has so far been remarkably successful in persuading the judge to schedule hearings on a number of legal issues that many judges would have disposed of out of hand.



With Mr. Bratt listening from the prosecution table, Mr. Harbach immediately went after Mr. Woodward, calling his vindictive prosecution claims "a garbage argument." Mr. Harbach made the point that even if Mr. Bratt had shown animus to Mr. Woodward -- and he was not conceding that had happened -- such feelings had nothing to do with how prosecutors may have treated his client, Mr. Nauta.



Moreover, Mr. Harbach pointed out, Mr. Woodward did not report Mr. Bratt's alleged remarks to any legal ethics body. In fact, he noted, it was Mr. Trump's lawyers who first raised the claims almost 10 months later, right around the time 
they met with Mr. Smith and other key prosecutors
 at the Justice Department in a failed attempt to stave off an indictment.



Although she seemed to recognize the tangential nature of Mr. Woodward's allegations, Judge Cannon nonetheless appeared to be intrigued.



She asked Mr. Harbaugh whether it was true, as Mr. Woodward has claimed, that Mr. Bratt opened their discussion at the meeting by noting that Mr. Woodward was not a "Trump lawyer" in a way that seemed to be designed to curry favor with him.



"Should comments like that be made?" Judge Cannon asked. "Is that consistent with the fullest standards of professionalism?"



Mr. Harbach eventually conceded that words to that effect had in fact been used at the meeting. But he was adamant that there had been no effort to threaten Mr. Woodward into getting Mr. Nauta to flip on Mr. Trump.



"It's plainly untrue," he said, adding in an almost pleading voice, "it's just not right."
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Haley Says She Will Vote for Trump, in Her First Appearance Since Dropping Out



Nikki Haley had sharp words for President Biden and some Republicans.




Nikki Haley criticized President Biden on foreign policy.




By Jazmine Ulloa


May 22, 2024


In her first public appearance since she 
dropped her Republican presidential bid in March
, Nikki Haley, the former United Nations ambassador, on Wednesday said she would vote for former President Donald J. Trump, stopping short of an official endorsement.



Speaking at the Hudson Institute in Washington, a conservative think tank, Ms. Haley delivered a scathing critique of President Biden and Republicans on foreign policy. During her speech, she made no mention of the elephant in the room: Mr. Trump.



But in a fireside chat afterward, the moderator, Peter Rough, asked Ms. Haley who she believed would do a better job in the White House. Ms. Haley paused before carefully continuing her answer. As a voter, she said, she would put her priorities behind a president who would have the "backs of our allies and hold our enemies to account," secure the nation's borders and curb the national debt.



"Trump has not been perfect on these policies. I've made that clear many, many times," she said. "But Biden has been a catastrophe. So, I will be voting for Trump."



As Mr. Trump's longest-standing rival in the 2024 primary contest, Ms. Haley carved out an important lane for herself as the voice for Republican and independent voters looking for an alternative to the former president. While she was included in recent chatter about Mr. Trump's possible running mates, he recently all but 
ruled out
 the possibility of selecting Ms. Haley, who also is a former South Carolina governor.



Her decision on whether to endorse him could play a pivotal role in shaping the presidential contest.Ms. Haley, who was named the new Walter P. Stern chairwoman at the Hudson Institute, has built a formidable network of high-dollar donors and has a solid base of 
younger people, college-educated voters
 and independents that she has warned Mr. Trump he needs to win. But she and the former president grew increasingly bitter at the end of the primary.



In her chat after the speech, she also said Mr. Trump "would be smart to reach out to the millions of people who voted for me and continue to support me and not assume that they're just going to be with him."



The Biden campaign has been working behind the scenes to reach out to high-profile Republicans and target voters. It is also planning to roll out a grass-roots group with dedicated staff workers to organize Republican voters in key battlegrounds, according to people with knowledge of the plans.



Ms. Haley echoed many of the signature themes from her campaign during her speech. She criticized Mr. Biden for his withdrawal from Afghanistan and what she described as his failure to take on China and Iran. She called his recent decision to withhold a shipment of bombs to Israel as "foolish."



"Withholding them validates the totally false and destructive narrative that Israel is acting unjustly by defending herself," she said.



But she did not do the same to Mr. Trump, whom she had described as a dangerous agent of chaos throughout her campaign. Instead, she reserved her choice words for members of her own party, disparaging them for promoting an isolationist approach to Ukraine's war with Russia.



"Just a few weeks before Biden threw Israel to the wolves, many Republicans in Congress tried to push Ukraine off a cliff," she said, praising Speaker Mike Johnson for demonstrating "moral courage and a clear understanding of the stakes."
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Hunter Biden's Trial on Tax Charges Is Pushed to September



The judge presiding over the case in Los Angeles agreed to delay the start of his trial to Sept. 5.




Hunter Biden's separate trial on a gun charge begins in Delaware next month.




By Glenn Thrush


May 22, 2024


The judge presiding over Hunter Biden's tax case in Los Angeles agreed on Wednesday to delay the start of his trial to Sept. 5, giving his lawyers room to prepare for a separate trial on a firearms charge in Delaware early next month.



While the move came as a relief to President Biden's son, it pushes a trial likely to highlight Hunter's Biden's effort to leverage his family's name into profit into the homestretch of the campaign season, around the time mail-in voting starts in some states.



Both of former President Donald J. Trump's federal trials, by contrast, have been put on hold and are increasingly unlikely to begin before the election.



Mr. Biden's lawyer in both of his cases, Abbe Lowell, had argued that the task of defending President Biden's son in two different venues across the country -- coupled with the disparate factual and legal issues in the two indictments -- made the court's initial start date of June 20 unworkable.



David C. Weiss, the special counsel who brought both the indictments last year, had opposed Mr. Lowell's request, claiming in court filings that both cases were straightforward and could be fairly tried in the space of a few weeks.



The judge in the tax case, Mark C. Scarsi, a Trump appointee, sided with Mr. Biden's team -- but told Mr. Lowell he was not inclined to accept any further delays.



In recent weeks, Mr. Lowell has filed several motions in Delaware and in the Central District of California, challenging key elements of both cases, arguing that the prosecution is part of a Republican witch hunt, asking for delays and unsuccessfully petitioning appeals courts to throw the case out altogether.



In December, a 
federal grand jury in California charged Mr. Biden
 with evasion of a tax assessment, failure to file and pay taxes, and filing a false or fraudulent tax return. The charges, detailed in a 
scathing 56-page indictment
, chronicled his years of drug abuse, wild spending and flouting of federal tax laws.



A month later, Mr. Biden 
pleaded not guilty
 to evading taxes on millions in income from foreign businesses, six months after the collapse of a plea deal that would have brought an end to the long-running investigation into him. 
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New York Begins a New Wave of Evictions From Migrant Shelters



The evictions are part of an aggressive strategy to force some adult migrants out of city shelters after 30 or 60 days.




Migrants in New York City must now show extenuating circumstances to prolong their shelter stay past 30 days, or demonstrate significant efforts to leave the shelter system.




By Luis Ferre-Sadurni


May 22, 2024


New York City will begin a new push to evict migrants from its shelter system on Wednesday as the city enters a more aggressive phase in its effort to ease the strain that the migrant crisis has placed on the city's budget and shelters.



The first wave of evictions will affect adult migrants who were given 30-day notices a month ago as part of the city's 
push to enforce
 stricter time limits on shelter stays. Adult migrants who wish to stay longer can receive an extension if the city determines they meet one of several exceptions.



The new policy, which goes into effect on a rolling basis, will initially apply to about 250 migrants this week, though it remains unclear how many of those people will be kicked out and how many will be granted extensions. As the rules are phased in, they will eventually cover all 15,000 adult migrants that the city is paying to house in an array of hotels, tent dormitories and other buildings.



The administration of Mayor Eric Adams, a Democrat, is betting that the threat of evictions will incentivize migrants to find other housing arrangements and help reduce the overall shelter population of 65,000, most of whom are families with children. Officials are also seeking to make space for the hundreds of migrants still arriving from the southern border each week.



"I don't know when the crisis is going to be over," Anne Williams-Isom, the deputy mayor leading the city's migrant response, said on Tuesday. "We are trying to exit people out of the system so that we can have some stability and then set up something that is more permanent."



But the looming evictions have raised concerns among migrants, legal service providers and advocates for the homeless, who fear that the policy will simply force migrants into homelessness. They argue that one or two months is not enough time for recently arrived migrants -- many of them impoverished and without a network of support in the United States -- to secure steady income and find a more permanent place to stay, especially in an unaffordable city.



Deborah Berkman, a project director at the New York Legal Assistance Group, said that "it seems extremely likely that we will see an increase in street homelessness."



"It is hard for me to understand how within the first 30 days someone's in the country, they're going to be able to find work," she said during 
a panel discussion
 on the migrant crisis earlier this month. "Maybe some of them will be able to find some place to stay, but it's very likely that some of them will not."



The city is obligated to house migrants under a 1981 legal agreement that settled a class-action lawsuit brought by homeless men. The agreement led New York to become the only city with a so-called right-to-shelter requirement -- a provision that has obligated the city to provide shelter for anyone who asks for it, including the nearly 200,000 migrants who have arrived from Africa, Latin America and beyond since early 2022.




The city has stepped up its efforts to push adult migrants out of shelters, saying it needs to make room for new arrivals.




But in mid-March, after months of legal wrangling, the city managed to alter the right-to-shelter rule, arguing that the original legal agreement never foresaw a situation like the migrant crisis. Those alterations, which were approved by a judge, allowed the city to impose the new time limits that go into effect this week.



Under the city's previous rules, adult migrants could stay in shelters for 30 days, after which they could simply reapply and receive a bed for another 30 days, no questions asked. That has allowed a number of migrants to languish in the shelter system for months, sometimes for more than a year, reapplying for a bed indefinitely.



Under the new rules, single adult migrants and adult families without children can stay for only 30 days. Younger adult migrants ages 18 to 23 would have 60 days before having to move out. But all migrant adults can receive an extension if they can demonstrate to city officials that they have "extenuating circumstances":



They can also receive an extension if they can show documentation to city officials that they are making "significant efforts" to leave the shelter system, but need more time to do so. Those "significant efforts," which the city will consider on a case-by-case basis, may include:



On Friday, city officials said that of the 250 migrant adults who face evictions this week, 29 applied for an extension. Fourteen received extensions, while 15 were denied and are expected to leave the shelter system.



The new rules do not apply to the thousands of migrant families with children, who can stay in shelters for up to 60 days and can reapply and receive another shelter assignment when their time is up with no restrictions.



Talk of the new rules had reached some of the migrants who gathered outside the East Village school that the city is using as a processing center for adult migrants applying and reapplying for shelter. Some said they had only just heard about the rule changes and were trying to separate fact from rumor. Others said that city officials were beginning to urge them to keep documentation.



Most, however, were vexed by how they were supposed to show the city that they were searching for jobs when they were not legally allowed to work because of their immigration status.



"If the state were to give us work permits, the shelters wouldn't exist," Mohamed Lamine Cisse, 38, from Guinea, said in French. "If they give us work permits, we'll take care of ourselves; that's all that can solve this problem."




Angel Urbina, an asylum seeker from Venezuela, is seeking a doctor's note to verify a leg injury in order to extend his shelter stay.




Nearby, Angel Urbina, 29, a migrant from Venezuela who has reapplied for shelter three times since arriving in December, had just been told by city officials that he had a week to show he met the exceptions to extend his stay, or risk being kicked out on May 28. Mr. Urbina, who has a long scar along his right shin after injuring his leg in a construction accident years ago in Venezuela, said he was hopeful he would get an extension because of his injury, which needs surgery.



"If in the next eight days I don't bring a doctor's note, I can't stay in the shelter," Mr. Urbina, who has been working in construction twice a week and has applied for asylum, said in Spanish. "I need to bring my proof."



Olivia Bensimon
 contributed reporting.
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Judge Temporarily Blocks Florida From Criminalizing Transport of Undocumented Immigrants



The provision was part of an effort to discourage unauthorized immigrants from living and working in Florida.




The law was intended to discourage unauthorized immigrants from living and working in Florida.




By Miriam Jordan


May 22, 2024


A federal judge on Wednesday temporarily blocked part of a Florida law that criminalized transporting into the state anyone who lacked lawful immigration status, raising new legal questions for other states pursuing similar measures.



The Florida law was intended to discourage unauthorized immigrants from living and working in the state, and organizations that work with immigrants say many undocumented workers have left the state in recent months.



The injunction puts on hold a key enforcement component of the legislation while the lawsuit against it proceeds. The law, which into effect last July, was championed by Gov. Ron DeSantis as he ran for the Republican nomination for president.



The Farmworker Association of Florida sued the state in July, claiming that the component of the law related to transportation into the state was unconstitutional and that its 12,000 members would "suffer irreparable harm."



They could, the group said, be separated from their families, unable to attend lifesaving medical appointments and prevented from driving to immigration agencies overseeing their cases because of the risk of jail time.



The judge in the case, Roy K. Altman of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida, rejected the plaintiffs' argument that the law was unconstitutionally vague. But he was persuaded that in criminalizing the transport of undocumented immigrants, the Florida law "extends beyond the state's authority to make arrests for violations of federal immigration law and, in so doing, intrudes into territory that's pre-empted" by federal statute.



In his ruling, which cited the Immigration and Nationality Act and a previous ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit, Judge Altman wrote that "this framework allows the federal government to retain control over enforcement."



Judge Altman was confirmed to the federal bench in 2019 after being nominated by President Donald J. Trump.



Immigration has become a dominant issue in the 2024 presidential race, and Florida was at the forefront of a push by Republican-governed states to crack down on a surge in unauthorized entries that Mr. DeSantis and other have blamed on President Biden.



In recent months, several states, including Texas, Oklahoma and Iowa, have passed similar bills that are facing legal challenges from either the Biden administration or advocacy groups.



"This decision on the Florida law is yet another blow to an attempt by states to take over federal immigration enforcement," said Kathleen Bush-Joseph, a policy analyst at the Migration Policy Institute.



Florida has become a top destination for immigrants, including those crossing illegally at the southern border and those flying to the United States legally through a program initiated by the Biden administration to encourage more planned entries.



The governor's office did not respond on Wednesday to a request for comment about the court decision. Mr. DeSantis has called the legislation "the most ambitious anti-illegal immigration laws in the country" and has said it will keep Florida taxpayers from "footing the bill for illegal immigration."



The law imposes fines on companies that hire undocumented workers, restricts access of identification cards for them and requires hospitals to collect data on the immigration status of patients and submit it to state authorities.



State legislators who supported the law said they were not opposed to legal immigrants, and were seeking only to control illegal immigration.



Florida has not carried out a sweeping crackdown in recent months and the law has not been aggressively enforced, but it has nonetheless had profound effects, said Felipe Sousa-Lazaballet, executive director of Hope CommUnity Center, a nonprofit in Apopka, Fla., that provides services to immigrants.



Many people pulled their children out of school and relocated to more immigrant-friendly states, because they feared being separated from their children if stopped by law enforcement, Mr. Sousa-Lazaballet said.



"All of a sudden they were faced with the wrenching decision of whether to stay or risk being separated from their loved ones," he said.



Geowane Freitas, a subcontractor who owned a legally registered company that installed hurricane-proof windows and doors in hospitals and commercial buildings, said that about 40 percent of his labor force vanished.



They moved to Massachusetts, California and other states where they could live and work free of worry, he said. Mr. Freitas, himself an undocumented immigrant, decided to return to his home country.



"I contributed and paid taxes in Florida for almost 20 years," he said in a phone interview from Brazil. "I called it quits in September because of this law."



Jeannie Economos, a senior staff member at the Farmworker Association of Florida, said the court's decision "sends a message across the state and country that states cannot take over immigration law."



Mattathias Schwartz
 contributed reporting.
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Cyril H. Wecht, Coroner Who Cast Doubt on Kennedy Assassination, Dies at 93



A widely respected forensic expert and frequent TV presence, he was also a powerful figure in Pennsylvania Democratic politics.




Dr. Cyril H. Wecht, coroner for Allegheny County, Pa., telling reporters that the Rockefeller C.I.A. Commission report on his findings in the John F. Kennedy assassination case were distorted.




By Clay Risen


May 17, 2024


Dr. Cyril H. Wecht, a pathologist and lawyer whose professional reputation as the "godfather of forensic medicine" was at times overshadowed by his side gig as a TV commentator on suspicious celebrity deaths, his prominent criticism of the Warren Report which concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in assassinating President John F. Kennedy, and his role as one of the most powerful figures in the Pennsylvania Democratic Party, died on Monday at his home in Pittsburgh. He was 93.



His son Benjamin confirmed the death.



Dr. Wecht, who spent almost his entire life in Pittsburgh, was best known as a "celebrity coroner," offering his opinions on famous deaths, both in courtrooms as an expert witness and on TV as a frequent guest on shows like "Geraldo" and "Larry King Live."



Never shy with his opinion, he insisted that Elvis Presley had most likely died of a drug overdose at a time when fans did not want to admit the King had an addiction and that the coroners in the trial of O.J. Simpson had botched the autopsies of Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman. His pugnacious character kept him on speed dial among media bookers.



His early prominence came from his willingness to challenge the conclusion by a commission, led by Chief Justice Earl Warren, that Oswald was solely responsible for the assassination of President Kennedy in Dallas in 1963.



Invited in 1964 by the American Academy of Forensic Sciences to present a critique of the Warren Report, Dr. Wecht spent nearly a year poring over the underlying data. In his 1965 presentation, he detailed significant errors, including the decision to let two untrained Navy pathologists perform the autopsy.



In 1972, he was the first civilian allowed to review the government's evidence at the National Archives, including autopsy reports, and the first to reveal that the president's brain, along with several important specimen slides, had gone missing.




Dr. Wecht, the first civilian to be allowed to review the government's records, concluded that it was impossible for a single bullet from a rifle to do so much damage in such a short time.




Dr. Wecht concluded that it was physically impossible for a single bullet from a single rifle to do so much damage in such a short time. He was not a conspiracy theorist, but he believed that a second shooter must have been present.



"Once you eliminate the single-bullet theory, you're in the area of two persons involved," he testified before a House committee in 1978.



Dr. Wecht was much more than a celebrity coroner. He was widely regarded as one of the leading forensic pathologists of the last century and the person perhaps most responsible for modernizing the field and ensuring its place at the center of the American justice system.



When Dr. Wecht started working at the coroner's office of Allegheny County, which includes Pittsburgh, in 1965, its facilities were outdated, its staff was untrained and its conclusions were often useless to law enforcement and the courts.



"They had no equipment to do things except an old porcelain autopsy table -- really an old embalmer's table -- and they did very few autopsies," he told the Beaver County Times in 1989.



With degrees in both medicine and law, as well as a few years of service in the U.S. Air Force, Dr. Wecht brought professionalism and precision to the office. By the mid-1970s, it was considered one of the best in the country.




Dr. Wecht in Tainan, Taiwan, where an assassination attempt on former President Chen Shui-bian took place.




He used his position aggressively, examining suspicious deaths to uncover police abuse as well as unsafe conditions in workplaces and nursing homes, often butting heads with police departments and district attorneys.



At the time, the Allegheny County coroner was an elected position, so Dr. Wecht was by necessity a politician. He served two terms in the role, from 1970 to 1980 and from 1996 to 2006.



In 1980, he was elected to the county board of commissioners, and in 1982 ran unsuccessfully against John Heinz, the incumbent, for a Senate seat. He served as chairman of the Allegheny County Democratic Committee from 1978 to 1982.



Dr. Wecht was a popular, if at times divisive, character around Pittsburgh, where "Wechtian" -- loosely defined as brusque, ebullient and brilliant -- was practically part of the local dialect.



Chief among his enemies was The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Known for firing off caustic letters to public figures, newspaper editors and private citizens, he called the paper's staff "malicious editorial pimps and reporter prostitutes." Its editors in turn criticized his handling of the coroner's office and refused to endorse him in his various political endeavors.



Dr. Wecht claimed that other nemeses were behind two sets of charges accusing him of abusing his office, once in 1979 by Allegheny County and again in 2006 by the Department of Justice.



Both cases, in which he was accused of using the coroner's office to benefit his private pathology practice, started hotly -- in 2006 federal authorities initially brought 84 counts against him. But the charges withered away quickly.




Dr. Wecht after a mistrial was announced April 8, 2008, by the federal judge in a fraud case.




After fighting the 1980 allegations for years, Dr. Wecht agreed to settle with the county for $200,000. The 2006 case ended in a mistrial, and the charges were dropped entirely in 2009.



Though the second case was draining, emotionally and financially, he remained Wechtian.



"Is this the way justice is pursued in America?" he said at a news conference afterward, where he held up a framed order of the case's dismissal and tore into the lead prosecutor, Mary Beth Buchanan. "I think the record will speak for itself. As for her record, that will speak for itself, too."



Cyril Harrison Wecht was born on March 20, 1931, in Pittsburgh, though he spent his first seven years living in Bobtown, a mining village along the West Virginia border. His parents were both Jewish immigrants: His father, Nathan, came from Lithuania, and his mother, Fannie (Rubenstein) Wecht, came from what is now Ukraine. They ran a grocery store.



The family later moved to Pittsburgh. The only child of a father who pushed his son to excel, Cyril blossomed in high school and college, at the University of Pittsburgh, where he was a star student, concertmaster of the campus orchestra and a national officer in his fraternity. He was also president of the school's Y.M.C.A. chapter -- no small achievement for a Jewish student in the early 1950s.




Dr. Wecht in 1998.




He received his bachelor's of science degree in 1952 and his medical degree in 1956, both from Pittsburgh. Always interested in the law, by the time he arrived at medical school, he was determined to go into forensic pathology, a field that merged the medical and legal disciplines.



He served for two years as an officer at Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama, home to a large military hospital. There he met Sigrid Ronsdal, a recent emigrant from Norway who was working as a translator. They married in 1961.



Along with his son Benjamin, he is survived by his wife, their other children, David, Daniel and Ingrid, and 11 grandchildren.



He completed his medical training in Pittsburgh and Baltimore while also working toward a law degree, which he received from the University of Maryland in 1962.



Dr. Wecht estimated that he had performed more than 17,000 autopsies in his career and reviewed many thousands more. Yet he said that he never grew desensitized about the work he was doing.



"There are certain things to which you can't acclimatize," 
he told The Pittsburgh Quarterly in 2011
, adding, "the most important thing is never to lose cognizance of the fact that I'm dealing with deceased human beings. Somebody somewhere loved these people"
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Alice Stewart, a CNN Political Commentator, Is Dead at 58



She had appeared onscreen as a conservative voice since the 2016 presidential race. A political strategist, she had worked for Republican presidential candidates.




Alice Stewart, center, served as Michele Bachmann's press secretary in 2012 and was a political commentator on CNN.




By Orlando Mayorquin


May 19, 2024


Alice Stewart, a Republican strategist and political commentator on CNN, has died. She was 58.



Her death was announced by CNN. The company said the police found Ms. Stewart's body outdoors in Northern Virginia early Saturday morning. The authorities said they believe that she had a medical emergency but did not provide a cause.



Mark Thompson, CNN's chief executive, described her in an email to staff members as "a political veteran and an Emmy Award-winning journalist who brought an incomparable spark to CNN's coverage."



Ms. Stewart had appeared on the cable news outlet as a conservative commentator since the 2016 presidential race. Before then, she had worked on several Republican presidential campaigns.



She was the communications director for the 2008 presidential campaign of Mike Huckabee, the former Arkansas governor, and went on to serve in similar roles for Republican candidates in two more elections, including those of Michele Bachmann, Rick Santorum and Ted Cruz
.



Ms. Stewart was the deputy secretary of state in Arkansas and was 
a fellow
 in 2020 at the Harvard Kennedy School Institute of Politics. She had also done work for the Republican Party and conservative organizations.



At CNN, Ms. Stewart viewed herself as a faithful promoter of conservatism while the Republican Party reshaped itself under the leadership of President Donald J. Trump.



"I don't think everything that he does is great, and I don't think everything that he does is bad," Ms. Stewart said of Mr. Trump in 
a 2020 interview with Harvard Political Review.
 "My position at CNN is to be a conservative voice yet an independent thinker."



In an opinion piece published on CNN last year, Ms. Stewart asked Republican voters to reconsider their unconditional support for Mr. Trump's 2024 election bid given the various criminal charges he faced.



"This is a campaign about self-preservation, not selfless public service," she 
wrote.
 "I'm not convinced that's how you Make America Great Again."



Before transitioning to politics in 2005 with a job as press secretary 
in the administration of Mr. Huckabee
, Ms. Stewart was a news anchor and reporter for seven years at an NBC television affiliate in Little Rock, Ark.



"I loved covering politics. I loved courts. I loved breaking news," Ms. Stewart said in a 2020 interview with 
Harvard International Review.
 "But, several years ago, I just realized that there might be something different for me to do."



She was born on March 11, 1966, in Atlanta and earned a degree in broadcast news and political science from the University of Georgia.



Ms. Stewart last appeared on CNN on Friday on "The Situation Room with Wolf Blitzer." 



Information on her survivors was not immediately available.
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Times Insider



He Scouts Out the Stories You'll Find Only in New York



James Barron, who has lived in the city for decades and since 2021 has written the New York Today newsletter, shared how he finds his characteristic quirky tales.




James Barron atop the Washington Arch, a monument in Washington Square Park that, as Mr. Barron reported in 2022, needed cleaning.




By Sarah Bahr


May 21, 2024


This may come as a surprise, but James Barron, despite being a font of quirky, classic New York tales, is not, in fact, a lifelong New Yorker. Some city purists may scoff, but Mr. Barron has made up for his first 22 years by spending the last 40-some finding the stories that even born-and-raised New Yorkers may never have heard.



There was the time, for instance, that he went to see "Carmen" at the Metropolitan Opera and was so 
captivated by the cars and trucks that crisscrossed the stage
 that he just had to know how they worked. Or the morning he saw an ancient Crown Victoria taxi on the street and set out to 
track down what was then the oldest cab
 still carrying passengers. Or hearing about -- then, visiting -- the 
city's oldest private dwelling.



"I'm thinking about, 'What are the things New Yorkers care about?'" said Mr. Barron, who has written the New York Today newsletter, a weekday roundup of news stories and only-in-New-York tales, since 2021.



Mr. Barron has worked for The New York Times for more than four decades. He joined the paper as a copy boy the week after he graduated from Princeton University in 1977; it was the job that prompted his move to New York. Aside from a few years reporting from Albany, Long Island and Detroit, he's always covered -- and resided in -- New York City.



In a phone conversation from his home office on Manhattan's Upper West Side, he shared with me where he finds his ideas, what he enjoys about his assignment and a few of his favorite reporting experiences. These are edited excerpts.



You've been covering New York for more than four decades. What keeps you excited about the city?



There's so much here! I've had a long and lucky career, with experiences ranging from doing breaking news stories, which get you familiar with where things are and who's in power, to features, like cooking alongside the chef Daniel Boulud. When they say there are 
8 million stories in the Naked City
, I have to believe it's true.



There's so much news out of Manhattan right now: Harvey Weinstein's New York conviction being overturned, Donald J. Trump's hush money trial ...



Right? It's hard to remember when so many national stories were going on simultaneously in any one place, let alone New York.



Yet you always manage to discover unexpected angles. Where do you find your ideas?



I hear about things different ways -- from people I know; sometimes I get tips from people I've written about before, so being around New York for so long pays off. And sometimes I just notice things, like the cars in "Carmen." If I hadn't put in time just being in the city, I wouldn't see some of the stories that I see and decide to write.



What makes for a newsletter story?



I'm writing for an audience that prides itself on knowing everything. Sometimes, that means finding things they won't get anywhere else that make them feel like they're in the know. Sometimes, it means doing something a little different that will say, "However many stories the Metro desk publishes in a day, there's always more you can say about New York."



How far in advance do you plan pieces?



The one I did the other day about 
mushrooms grown from food waste
 I had heard about last fall and had had it on my list since. The people who grow them were moving to a new space, so we'd put it off until now. That may be the one that had been on my list the longest.



How often are you reporting and writing the newsletter all in one day?



Every week is different. Today, as I often am, I'm writing the newsletter entirely live, in one day. I'm writing one off something I heard about yesterday afternoon and decided, "This is so good, I'm going to do it." I can do that because earlier in my career, 
I put in time on rewrite
  -- essentially, in-office reporting via phone -- and from that, I learned how to write quickly.



When is your daily deadline?



I try to have the written elements  ready by about 6 p.m. We have a news assistant on the Metro desk, Melissa Guerrero, who compiles the latest New York news, which I read over and adjust as need be. Then it goes through two rounds of editing and gets scheduled to go out at 5 a.m. Mercifully, I don't have to be up at 5, unless I am.



Are you someone who writes quickly or someone who will go back and endlessly edit yourself?



Both. [laughs] Some stories I write smoothly from beginning to end, while others you have to tease out.



What were some of your greatest hits?



I wrote about Thomas Edison's piano and the bite marks he left on it -- he was deaf, so he'd 
bite the piano to feel the vibrations
. And I did one about a 
pet pig at a Brooklyn firehouse
. Oh, and the time 
I stood in the path of a driverless bus
.



Anything else you'd like to add?



My colleagues in Metro are invaluable in making this newsletter possible. Early on, I got Melissa Clark to taste apples that were grown on top of the Javits Convention Center. The other day, Florence Fabricant tasted the mushrooms that had been grown in food waste. Steve Lohr, from Business, did an interview about job training. Nobody I've asked to help on this has turned me down. My colleagues have my back.
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Quote of the Day: America's Monster


May 23, 2024


"You look at every U.S. war and it's the same. We create regrets."



COL.
 
ROBERT WALTEMEYER
 , a former Special Forces officer who worked with Abdul Raziq, one of America's most important, and brutally violent, partners in the war against the Taliban.
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Corrections: May 23, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, May 23, 2024.


May 23, 2024


FRONT PAGE



An 
article
 on Wednesday about a possible new boost of popular support for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel after the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant request against him misidentified an Israeli official accused by the I.C.C. of using starvation as a weapon of war in Gaza. It is the defense minister, Yoav Gallant, not Benny Gantz, a former military chief.



INTERNATIONAL



An 
article
 on Wednesday about The New York Times's interview with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine misstated the time period between the interview and the start of the country's war with Russia. It was 27 months, not 17 months.



An 
article
 on Wednesday about extreme turbulence on a Singapore Airlines flight misstated the number of people from the United States who were injured on the flight. There were two from the United States, not just one.



An 
article
 on Wednesday about elections after the death of President Ebrahim Raisi in Iran misstated the year that anti-government protests erupted in Iran. It was 2022, not 2021.



SCIENCE TIMES



An 
article
 on Tuesday about the use of forcible restraints in U.S. hospitals misstated the effect of Section 12 of the Massachusetts Mental Health Act. Section 12 allows the involuntary admission of a patient to a hospital for a 72-hour evaluation; it does not strip the right to refuse medication. In a facility, anyone who is assessed as imminently dangerous can be involuntarily medicated as an emergency measure.



OBITUARIES



An 
obituary
 on Monday about the World War II fighter pilot Bud Anderson misstated the name of the co-author of his fellow pilot Chuck Yeager's autobiography. He was Leo Janos, not Lee Jonas.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/pageoneplus/corrections-may-23-2024.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

      The Arts

      
        Sabrina Carpenter and Chappell Roan Saw a Gap in Pop, and Filled It
        Two pure pop songs, "Espresso" and "Good Luck, Babe!," may give the aspiring stars behind them a boost from music's middle class to the big time.

      

      
        'Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha' Review: This Absurdist Clown Is Just Here to Help
        A hit at Edinburgh Fringe last year, Julia Masli's show arrives at SoHo Playhouse for its New York debut.

      

      
        'The Hunt for Gollum' Was Just Announced. It Was on YouTube in 2009.
        When Warner Bros. greenlit a new "Lord of the Rings" movie and a 15-year-old fan film with the same title disappeared, its devotees sprang into action.

      

      
        Inquiry Seeks Source of Ketamine That Caused Matthew Perry's Death
        After investigators determined that ketamine had led to the death of the "Friends" star, federal and local law enforcement officials opened an inquiry into where he got it.

      

      
        Jenny Erpenbeck's 'Kairos' Wins the International Booker Prize
        Translated by Michael Hofmann, it's the first novel originally written in German to win the major literary award.

      

      
        'Evil' Review: Is It Satan, or Is It Us? It's Time to Find Out.
        Michelle and Robert King's macabre comedy about the possibility of demonic possession and the certainty of evil begins its final season.

      

      
        Gerard Depardieu Punches the 'King of Paparazzi' Outside Rome Cafe
        Mr. Depardieu, 75, was seen striking the 79-year-old photographer Rino Barillari on the Via Veneto.

      

      
        In the Bard's Hometown, a Challenge for New Theater Leaders
        The Royal Shakespeare Company's co-artistic directors have put together a challenging debut season. But many visitors come to Stratford-upon-Avon seeking something more traditional.

      

      
        Sean Combs Accused of Sexual Assault in New Lawsuit
        A former model sued the hip-hop mogul and accused him of forcing her to perform oral sex in 2003 at his recording studio. Mr. Combs has not yet responded.

      

      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Critic's Notebook



Sabrina Carpenter and Chappell Roan Saw a Gap in Pop, and Filled It



Two pure pop songs, "Espresso" and "Good Luck, Babe!," may give the aspiring stars behind them a boost from music's middle class to the big time.




Sabrina Carpenter's "Espresso" is her first Top 10 hit.




By Shaad D'Souza


May 22, 2024


The caffeinated drink of the summer isn't cold brew or iced matcha -- it's "me espresso," a weird and strangely brilliant neologism coined by the pop singer Sabrina Carpenter in her ascendant hit 
"Espresso."
 The track -- sugary sweet, fiendishly catchy and meme-ready -- has 
been out
 for only a month and change, but it is already one of the defining songs of 2024.



It's also one of the defining songs of Carpenter's career so far. Last year, I described her as a member of 
"pop's middle class"
: a group of internet-beloved artists creating music that makes winking reference to pop history, whose celebrity vastly outmatches their commercial success. Although she is a new star in the minds of many, Carpenter, 25, is by no means a fresh arrival: "Espresso" was released almost 10 years to the day after her debut EP, "Can't Blame a Girl for Trying." Carpenter was 14 years old then; four more full-length albums have followed.



Her career has been unusually slow-burning in the context of the well-oiled pop machine, and "Espresso" is a bullish breakthrough after a string of songs, including the Billboard-charting 
"Nonsense"
 and 
"Feather,"
 that had some radio and TikTok success but failed to permeate pop's center. ("Espresso" reached No. 4 on the Billboard Hot 100 and is still in the Top 10.)



She's not the only middle-class pop star having a brush with more tangible success. Chappell Roan's 
"Good Luck, Babe!"
 has quickly become her first hit on the Billboard Hot 100. Roan, 26, loosely fits a similar mold: Her music is funny and oftentimes covertly acerbic, and on her 2023 debut album, "The Rise and Fall of a Midwest Princess," as Carpenter did with her 2022 breakthrough "Emails I Can't Send," Roan tried on a variety of styles that each seemed to pay tribute to a different era of pop, sometimes even a specific diva.




Chappell Roan leveraged the spectacle of her live shows to make herself omnipresent on short-form video platforms over the past year. 




Roan first signed to a major label at 17 and was dropped five years later, a setback that compelled her to move back to her Missouri hometown and work as a barista to fund her career. She has since signed to Amusement, an imprint of Universal Music Group started by the producer Daniel Nigro specifically to release Roan's music. "Good Luck, Babe!," a kiss-off to an ex with a queer twist, has been streamed over 106 million times on Spotify since its early April release; for context, that's far more than any song on Beyonce's splashy "Cowboy Carter," which arrived a week earlier, with the exception of its lead single, "Texas Hold 'Em."



Dozens of other pure pop stars -- that is, artists not drawing from, say, hip-hop, Latin or country -- including Madison Beer and Renee Rapp, have tried, and failed, to achieve this kind of mainstream success. So why are Carpenter and Roan suddenly breaking through?



At their core, both "Espresso" and "Good Luck, Babe!" are simply great songs: tightly written, hook-driven tracks with direct melodies that eschew the vaporous, sometimes meandering style that's permeated pop in the wake of more ambient melodicists like Billie Eilish and, even further back, Lorde.



"Espresso" is intoxicatingly breezy, built on the kind of gentle disco groove that Doja Cat and Dua Lipa have ridden to recent success. Carpenter employs a common pop trope -- being so hot that someone can't help but fall in love at first sight -- but underplays it, making it seem as if being desired is as easy and effortless as getting a pedicure. "Good Luck, Babe!," on the other hand, is all effort: Even as Roan's lyrics telegraph aloofness, every vocal trill and almighty wail reveals an unchecked, confrontational bitterness. Beyond its '80s gloss, the song feels incredibly old-fashioned; there are shades of Belinda Carlisle, or even Liza Minnelli, in the way that Roan delivers her lines as if she's in the middle of a blowout fight with an ex. And its theater-kid earnestness and sharp-tongued lyrics are reminiscent of another pop upstart who works with Nigro: Olivia Rodrigo.



Both Roan and Carpenter have taken relatively patient approaches to their careers. Carpenter, in particular, has shown a remarkable flexibility when it comes to self-promotion: She has been a constant presence on TikTok for nearly two years, adjusting her promotional strategies to the whims of the platform. She has toured basically nonstop since the release of "Emails," generating fresh viral moments in ad-libbed live outros to "Nonsense" that are often irreverently bawdy and, in the style of "Espresso," self-consciously stupid. (It didn't hurt that one of her tour mates was Taylor Swift.) And "Espresso" has been inescapable on streaming, where it seems to have 
wormed its way
 into the algorithm.



Roan, like Carpenter, leveraged the spectacle of her live shows to make herself omnipresent on short-form video platforms over the past year. Her tour in support of "Midwest Princess" was filled with moments for fans to share online: dress-up themes in each city; a 
choreographed dance
 to the song "Hot to Go!"; a rousing call-and-response during the cabaret-on-crack empowerment anthem "Femininomenon." While many members of pop's middle class share Roan's over-the-top aesthetics, few can approximate her powerful, operatic voice, which she's trained to uncannily recall, at various turns, Lady Gaga, Patsy Cline and Kate Bush, giving her music an unsubtle edge over her compatriots.



Roan also fits squarely into a broad, hazily defined canon of what TikTok often refers to as "gay yearning" music, alongside artists like boygenius and Muna. Many of her songs feature lyrics about embracing her own bisexuality or feeling spurned by women ashamed of theirs. "Good Luck, Babe!" juices all these elements, tapping into a Cyndi Lauper-esque '80s bounce and ending with cathartic, Bush-style wailing. The "Babe" of the song's title is a former lover who leaves the song's female narrator to be with a man; in writing an explicitly queer narrative and casting it as an '80s-style diva ballad, Roan nods to the way L.G.B.T.Q. people have often read deeply into classic pop music in search of queer meaning.



Both songs are endearing, idiosyncratic pop breakouts during a time in which such a thing is increasingly rare. With the exception of Swift, who has commanded a good chunk of the Hot 100 for multiple weeks now, pop by women has been failing to crack through: Singles from Dua Lipa's "Radical Optimism," an album it was initially thought might dominate the summer, have fizzled; Ariana Grande released her seventh album, "Eternal Sunshine," in March and then seemingly dived straight back into promoting her big project of the year, an adaptation of the musical "Wicked."



As they've made clear over the past year, Roan and Carpenter seem poised to fill the void.
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'Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha' Review: This Absurdist Clown Is Just Here to Help



A hit at Edinburgh Fringe last year, Julia Masli's show arrives at SoHo Playhouse for its New York debut.




Julia Masli projects a persona that is halfway between curious child and ingenuous alien equipped with a golden mannequin leg for a left arm.




By Elisabeth Vincentelli


May 21, 2024


For a show that has its audience in stitches, "Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha" is not without solemnity. On a recent evening, its sole performer, 
Julia Masli
, called a spectator "the symbol of evil." Another was "a symbol of the futility of mankind." No matter: The crowd was doubled over from beginning to end. Was it the Estonia-born Masli's strongly accented English? Her tone, which ranged from deceptively blank to deceptively sweet?



To be fair, these remarks landed in the general context of Masli trying to help people. In her 
breakthrough show
, a hit last year at Edinburgh Fringe and now running 
at SoHo Playhouse
 in Manhattan, she goes up to audience members and simply asks, "Problem?" Then she proceeds to offer a solution.



Early in the evening, someone just as simply answered, "Sleep." So Masli took him onstage, gave him an eye mask and had him lie down on a chaise longue, where he stayed for the remainder of the show. Another man revealed dating frustrations: "Gay men are insufferable," he said. Masli appeared confounded, or at least acted that way, and replied, "I don't know what to say." Twice she made us hug our neighbors.



Moving up and down a single aisle with a discernible deliberateness, Masli projected a persona that was halfway between curious child and ingenuous alien just landed on Earth -- that she is among us but not like us is reinforced by her having a golden mannequin leg for a left arm, with a mic attached at the end. Her otherworldliness is underlined by the work of the sound designer Alessio Festuccia and the sound tech Jonny Woolley, which creates an eerie mood that can turn discordant unexpectedly, and peaks in a fantastic coup de remix that shouldn't be spoiled.



Masli wants to be of assistance, but her facade of naivete leaves plenty of room for impishness. She is clown, comedian and trickster, revealing people to themselves and others, but also making them do her bidding. That last feat is quite impressive: The theatergoers may think of themselves as game for anything, but a more cynical observer might also marvel at the degree of obedience, and muse, "So that's how cults are born."



That dark undercurrent permeates the show, which Masli directed with the performance artist 
Kim Noble
. It's often poignant, sometimes grim, with stories of loneliness and estrangement repeatedly coming up at the performance I attended -- people are asked about their problems, after all, not about their hobbies or achievements.



This theme and Masli's Expressionist stage presence make "Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha" feel like comedy filtered through a European tradition of absurdist clowning that is not often experienced stateside, save for productions of "Waiting for Godot," for example, or the family-friendly and sneakily melancholy 
"Slava's Snowshow
." Yet Masli only dips a toe in those murky existential depths, before retreating into audience-friendly whimsy. Of course, it's hard to complain that a show is too nice, but in this case it's equally hard to shake the nagging feeling that "Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha" could be so much more.



Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha
Through June 8 at SoHo Playhouse, Manhattan; 
sohoplayhouse.com
. Running time: 1 hour 5 minutes.
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'The Hunt for Gollum' Was Just Announced. It Was on YouTube in 2009.



When Warner Bros. greenlit a new "Lord of the Rings" movie and a 15-year-old fan film with the same title disappeared, its devotees sprang into action.




The fan film "The Hunt for Gollum" was made 15 years ago. Warner Bros. this month announced a film with the same title.




By Stefano Montali


May 22, 2024


In 2009, Chris Bouchard, a recent film school graduate, uploaded his 39-minute "Lord of the Rings" fan film, "
The Hunt for Gollum
," to YouTube. At the time, the platform was still, in his words, full of "five-minute videos of people's cats."



The fledgling site promoted Bouchard's movie on its homepage, and within 24 hours, he had more than one million views. Today more than 13 million have watched the film, cementing it as a fan favorite.



So it came as a surprise recently when Bouchard received a text from an old friend saying that Warner Bros. 
had announced
 a planned addition to its growing "Lord of the Rings" franchise. The name of the movie? "The Hunt for Gollum."



The studio feature is slated for 2026, and the producers will include Peter Jackson -- who directed the 2001-03 trilogy based on the fantasy novels by J.R.R. Tolkien -- and his longtime creative partners Philippa Boyens and Fran Walsh. Andy Serkis will direct, and will reprise his role from the earlier movies as the mischievous titular creature.



After getting the text, "at first I thought he was pulling my leg," Bouchard said of his friend. Soon, online articles were embedding the fan film in their coverage of the Warner Bros. announcement, leading younger fans to it for the first time while older ones relived its lo-fi magic.



But by the next morning, Bouchard's 15-year-old work had disappeared from YouTube. Viewers clicking on the link were shown a message stating, "This video contains content from Warner Bros. Entertainment, who has blocked it on copyright grounds."




The fan film garnered more than 13 million views in the 15 years it has been online.




The removal "was an 'uh-oh' moment for the fan base," Michael Regina, a founder of the popular fan site TheOneRing.net, said in an email. Shortly after the takedown, Bouchard appealed YouTube's decision and explained his movie's status as a noncommercial film.



Early on, he had reached an agreement with the Tolkien estate ensuring that his project would respect its intellectual property, and that it would be freely available and noncommercial. "We were lucky that they looked kindly on it as something that was for the fan community," Bouchard said.



But YouTube denied the appeal. So, like eagles over Mordor, the Ringers, as the fans are known, swooped in. They wrote articles and posted heated comments on 
Reddit
 and other sites, calling the removal "deplorable" and "despicable." Bouchard 
noted
 his disappointment on X.



Bouchard quickly received a follow-up 
email
 from YouTube: The movie had been reinstated. In an email, Warner Bros. said it had no official comment. YouTube did not reply to requests for comment.



Bouchard's 
film
 is not your run-of-the-mill fan project. While it had a low budget -- it cost just 3,000 pounds -- he used advanced visual effects technology for the time and created orc get-ups and a backdrop of Welsh ruins. At certain angles, Adrian Webster, the actor who plays Aragon, even strikingly resembles Viggo Mortensen, who played the character in the studio films.



Inspired by behind-the-scenes shorts that accompanied the "Lord of the Rings" DVDs, Bouchard drew on a few short passages from "The Fellowship of the Ring," the first volume in the trilogy, as well as appendices. Seventeen years after Bilbo Baggins's infamous, fireworks-filled birthday party in the Shire, the wizard Gandalf sends Strider (later known as Aragorn) to capture Gollum -- a hobbit turned corrupted troglodyte -- before the evil lord Sauron can glean from him the location of the all-powerful One Ring. "We wanted to explore the artistry and play in that same universe of Middle-earth," Bouchard explained.



Bouchard "was one of the pioneers in generating the sidequel," a work that's akin to a spinoff, Regina said, and he expanded the source material in ways that other studios like Amazon have only more recently begun to explore. "It was the ultimate fan accomplishment," Regina said.



Now working as a virtual effects professional and indie film director, Bouchard developed "The Hunt for Gollum" as a creative outlet while working his first job, as an assistant at a postproduction company in London. "I've always had a deep love for Tolkien's work," he said. "The depths of the world-building, the language, the poetry, the characters."



He wrangled a core group of about 30 volunteers -- including friends who were actors, but also some professionals, along with makeup artists, hair stylists, sound engineers, costume designers and effects specialists -- and around 50 digital artists and 50 extras. Trained combat performers played the orcs. "They had quite a lot of fun larking about in the woods between takes," Bouchard said, laughing.



Together, they spent around 10 weekends in the forests and mountains of northern Wales and nine months editing and adding effects. "I loved the process of adapting an enormous work and finding the right ways to express characters from the page," Bouchard said.



The movie was invited to film festivals in London, comic-cons, and events put on by the Tolkien Society, a literary group dedicated to studying the author's work. And it was the subject of blog posts, fan sites and discussion forums. One 
academic
 even dissected it.



"At the time, there wasn't much out there for the Tolkien community," Bouchard said. Six years had passed since the release of "Return of the King," and the first movie of the "Hobbit" trilogy wouldn't arrive in theaters for another three.



Other fan films from that era explored different aspects of Tolkien's Middle-earth work, which extends far beyond the well-known trilogy. Kate Madison, a friend of Bouchard's, directed "
Born of Hope
," which has been viewed 80 million times and follows Aragorn's parents.



After 15 years, Bouchard said he never expected a resurgence of interest in his "rough around the edges" indie film. "It brought back lots of lovely memories from that whole adventure," Bouchard said.



The team -- now spread throughout Britain and other countries -- has spoken of a reunion for years. "We're going to make it happen this summer," he said.



As for the coming Warner Bros. film, Bouchard expects some of the same plot turns, with one glaring difference: "They probably won't have quite as many budget restrictions."
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Inquiry Seeks Source of Ketamine That Caused Matthew Perry's Death



After investigators determined that ketamine had led to the death of the "Friends" star, federal and local law enforcement officials opened an inquiry into where he got it.




The actor Matthew Perry died in the heated end of a pool at his home in Los Angeles of what an autopsy said were the "acute effects" of ketamine.




By Matt Stevens


May 21, 2024


The police in Los Angeles are working with the Drug Enforcement Administration to investigate the source of the ketamine that caused the death of the actor Matthew Perry in October, the authorities said on Tuesday.



The inquiry began after investigators determined that ketamine, an anesthetic with psychedelic properties, was the cause of Mr. Perry's death, Capt. Scot Williams of the Los Angeles Police Department said in a brief interview.



The Los Angeles County medical examiner's office said in 
an autopsy report
 released on Dec. 15 that Mr. Perry had 
died of "acute effects of ketamine
." The actor, who gained sitcom superstardom as Chandler Bing on the show "Friends," was discovered "floating face down" in the heated end of a pool at his home in Los Angeles.



Captain Williams said investigators would seek to discover whether the ketamine was obtained legally. 
TMZ reported earlier
 that the authorities were still looking into the source of the ketamine.



Ketamine, a powerful anesthetic
, is increasingly used as 
an alternative therapy
 for depression, anxiety and other mental health problems. It is also used recreationally.



The autopsy report said that Mr. Perry had been on ketamine infusion therapy, but it determined that the ketamine in his system could not have been from his last known therapy session, about a week and a half before he died. The autopsy said that the level of ketamine found in Mr. Perry's blood was equivalent to the amount that would be used during general anesthesia.



Mr. Perry had a history of drug and alcohol addiction, which he 
wrote about in a memoir
.



The medical examiner's office said that drowning, coronary artery disease and buprenorphine, which is used to treat drug addiction and for pain, had contributed to his death.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/21/arts/matthew-perry-ketamine-investigation.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Jenny Erpenbeck's 'Kairos' Wins the International Booker Prize



Translated by Michael Hofmann, it's the first novel originally written in German to win the major literary award.




The fall of the Berlin Wall and the turbulence that followed led Erpenbeck to become a writer, she said. In losing East Germany, she lost "the system that I knew, that I grew up in."




By Alex Marshall


May 21, 2024


Jenny Erpenbeck's "
Kairos
," a novel about a torrid love affair in the final years of East Germany, won on Tuesday the International Booker Prize, the renowned award for fiction translated into English.



Erpenbeck shares the award of 50,000 British pounds, about $63,500, with Michael Hofmann, who translated the book into English. The pair received the prize during a ceremony at the Tate Modern art museum in London.



After receiving the award, the pair seemed lost for words. Erpenbeck thanked Hofmann, and Hofmann thanked Erpenbeck: "I want to thank Jenny for her trust in me," he said. "Er, that's about the size of it."



Eleanor Wachtel, the chair of the judges, said in a news conference that "Kairos" was more than a simple evocation of a romance. The "self-absorption of the lovers" -- a student and a 50-something novelist -- and "their descent into a destructive vortex" tracks the history of East Germany before the collapse of the Berlin Wall, she said.



Like that country, Wachtel added, the couple's relationship "starts with optimism and trust, then unravels so badly."



"What makes 'Kairos' so unusual is that it's both beautiful and uncomfortable, personal and political, psychological and very moving," Wachtel said. The judging panel deliberated for half an hour before deciding to give "Kairos" the prize, she added.



"Kairos" 
beat five other shortlisted titles
, including Jente Posthuma's "What I'd Rather Not Think About," translated from Dutch by Sarah Timmer Harvey, about a woman grieving her twin brother, and Hwang Sok-yong's "Mater 2-10," translated from Korean by Sora Kim-Russell and Youngjae Josephine Bae, which traces North and South Korean history through a family of railway workers.



After its publication in English last year, some reviewers praised "Kairos" as the latest novel to suggest Erpenbeck could be a future winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature. Dwight Garner, 
in The New York Times
, said that Erpenbeck was "among the most sophisticated and powerful novelists we have." "Kairos," he added, was so moving it had "a subterranean force."



"I don't generally read the books I review twice," Garner said, "but this one I did."




Michael Hoffmann, the translator, joined Erpenbeck at the Tate Modern ceremony, in London.




Established in 2005, the International Booker Prize is separate from the Booker Prize, which recognizes fiction written in English. Originally awarded for a writer's entire body of work, in 2016 the international prize became an annual award for the best novel translated into English. Past winners have included Han Kang's "
The Vegetarian,
" translated from Korean by Deborah Smith, and Olga Tokarczuk's "
Flights
," translated from Polish by Jennifer Croft.



Erpenbeck is the first German novelist to win the award, while Hofmann is the first male translator to receive the honor.



Erpenbeck, 57, grew up in Berlin in what was then the German Democratic Republic, or East Germany, and the country has provided either a setting or context for much of her fiction, including 2017's "
Go, Went, Gone
" about a professor befriending a group of African refugees in present day Berlin.



In a recent interview with The Times
, Erpenbeck said that the tumult around the Berlin Wall's collapse led to her becoming a writer, as she grappled with what it meant to lose "the system that I knew, that I grew up in."



Stories about the fall of the Berlin Wall focus on the idea of freedom, Erpenbeck said in 
a recent interview for the Booker Prize's website
, but that was "not the only" story that could be told.



"Kairos," she added, was "also about what follows the happy end."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/21/books/international-booker-prize-winner-jenny-erpenbeck-kairos.html
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'Evil' Review: Is It Satan, or Is It Us? It's Time to Find Out.



Michelle and Robert King's macabre comedy about the possibility of demonic possession and the certainty of evil begins its final season.




From left, Mike Colter, Katja Herbers and Aasif Mandvi in "Evil," returning this week for its final season.




By Mike Hale


May 22, 2024


Season 3 of "Evil" ended on a typically funny but creepy, outlandish yet somehow understated note. With moments to go in the final episode, Kristen Bouchard, the show's demon-investigating psychologist, found out that one of her eggs had been fertilized by the sperm of a possible demon. The last thing we saw was her dumbfounded face.



Coming into Thursday's premiere of the show's fourth and final season on Paramount+, she and we have had nearly two years to think about how to respond. Kristen's choice? To laugh, like an only slightly crazy person. "I giggle at the thought of you waking up at 3 a.m.," she tells her nemesis and baby daddy, Leland Townsend, "because the Antichrist needs changing."



Like just about everything in "Evil," her riposte works on both the human and the supernatural planes. (All babies can seem like the Antichrist, after all.) This is appropriate given that, with 14 episodes to go, the show's central characters remain conflicted about whether the weird stuff they experience is a product of the devil or of human malevolence amplified by their own overactive imaginations.



Their indecisiveness goes to the heart of the show, whose fundamental message is that supernatural evil abets, hides behind and jealously competes with everyday human evil. It's a continuum. You can't have one without the other.



On the basis of the season's first four episodes, "Evil" remains one of the smarter, more entertaining and more stylishly produced shows out there, and it continues to carry the hallmarks of its creators and showrunners, Michelle and Robert King.



The music cues are refreshingly offbeat; a character whispers the "Green Acres" theme during a nighttime stakeout in a corn field, and the show reprises its fondness for the novelty songs of Roger Miller. There is the somewhat self-conscious engagement with and critique of digital technology, as characters try to blame social media or rogue hackers for what look like demonic possessions.



The story lines are reflexively suspicious of those in power, whether in the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church or the boardrooms of corporate America. The struggles of women are prominent -- in addition to the working mother Kristen (Katja Herbers), with her squalling quartet of daughters, there are the demon-battling nun Sister Andrea (Andrea Martin) and Kristen's mother, Sheryl (Christine Lahti), who faces a literal, hilarious glass ceiling.



While the show is not as directly or specifically political in its approach as the Kings' legal drama "The Good Fight," its premise -- three intelligent, liberal protagonists continually struggling to recognize and accept the obvious evil that confronts them and determine how to fight it -- is pretty easy to read.



And even after its Season 2 move from CBS to the streamer Paramount+, "Evil" maintains the Kings' preference for a traditional episodic structure. Kristen, the priest and exorcist David (Mike Colter) and the science-and-tech guy Ben (Aasif Mandvi) still get weekly assignments -- now from a new handler-priest, Father Ignatius (Wallace Shawn) -- to assess reports of possible possession.



Those assignments have gotten more baroque, however -- and less focused on human beings. The scientists at a particle accelerator ask for help in proving that their machine won't open the gates to hell. Eating pork from a Long Island farm sends people into thrashing fits, raising the question of whether the pigs are possessed.



If these weekly stories don't have quite the same suspense or emotional heft as they did in past seasons, perhaps it's because they are less personal, or perhaps it's because more attention has to be paid to winding up the larger narrative, the battle royale between Kristen and Leland (
Michael Emerson
). (And while the investigators' continuing skepticism is part of the fabric of the show, it makes increasingly less sense, after everything they have seen on the job.)



It is hard to imagine Kristen not vanquishing Leland in the end, though it is easy to imagine an ending in which the demons-or-not question is left unresolved and she does not get credit for saving the world from apocalypse. However things turn out, though, the show's most original creation will have been the cringey, fussy, smug, alarming Leland, and its greatest strength Emerson's wide-eyed, pursed-lips performance. He embodies the banality of evil while making Leland the furthest thing from banal.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/arts/television/evil-review.html
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Gerard Depardieu Punches the 'King of Paparazzi' Outside Rome Cafe



Mr. Depardieu, 75, was seen striking the 79-year-old photographer Rino Barillari on the Via Veneto.




Before an altercation on Tuesday, Gerard Depardieu was at Harry's Bar on the Via Veneto, a lively haunt for celebrity-hunting paparazzi decades ago.




By Elisabetta Povoledo


May 22, 2024


The French film star Gerard Depardieu repeatedly punched Rino Barillari, known as the "king of paparazzi," on Tuesday at Harry's Bar on the Via Veneto, the grand hotel and cafe-lined avenue that was a lively haunt for celebrity-hunting paparazzi decades ago, according to the photographer and a journalist who witnessed the altercation.



It could have been a scene straight out of "La Dolce Vita," Federico Fellini's early 1960s film that introduced the character of an 
annoying and eccentric photographer
 who hounded the movie stars that swelled the casts of Cinecitta film studios when Rome was known as "Hollywood on the Tiber."



Seeing Mr. Depardieu, 75, and Mr. Barillari, 79, on the Via Veneto was like "a time machine," said Gianni Riotta, a columnist for the newspaper La Repubblica who said he saw the attack while he was having coffee at Harry's Bar.



Mr. Riotta said that Mr. Barillari had repeatedly been asked to stop taking photographs, and that when he turned to leave he was followed into the street by a shouting woman who had been sitting with Mr. Depardieu. The actor reached the photographer "and hit him, hit him, hit him," Mr. Riotta recalled, speaking in Italian.



"There was a lot of blood," he said.



Mr. Riotta said he gave a witness statement to the police when they arrived on the scene. It was unclear whether Mr. Barillari, who was taken by ambulance to a downtown hospital, would press charges.



Lawyers for Mr. Depardieu did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



Delphine Meillet, a lawyer for the woman who had been sitting with Mr. Depardieu, Magda Vavrusova, said in a statement that Mr. Barillari had "violently pushed" her, touching her chest with his arm. She said that when Mr. Depardieu intervened, he had "fallen and slid onto" the photographer. Ms. Vavrusova was taken to a hospital and planned to sue Mr. Barillari, the lawyer said.



"After everything that had happened, the photographer persisted in deluging them with photos," Ms. Meillet said.



When Mr. Depardieu got into a vehicle after the altercation, Mr. Barillari "jumped in front of the car and kept on shooting," Mr. Riotta said. It swerved to miss an unfazed Mr. Barillari, who photographed the car's license plate. Then he dropped to the ground.



The altercation generated a new set of headlines about Mr. Depardieu, who last month was 
ordered to stand trial on criminal charges
 that he sexually assaulted two women during a 2021 film shoot in France, the latest in a growing number of accusations of sexual violence.



After a documentary that aired in France in December 
showed the actor making crude and sexist comments
 during a 2018 trip to North Korea, he was stripped of several international honors and a likeness of him was removed from the Musee Grevin, a Paris wax museum.



Mr. Depardieu has denied any wrongdoing.



Mr. Barillari is also no stranger to controversy. When Italy's contemporary art museum MAXXI 
dedicated a 2018 exhibit to the photographer's six-decade career
, it recorded 163 trips to the emergency room, 11 broken ribs, one stabbing and 76 smashed cameras, including stitches after a dust-up with the actor Peter O'Toole.



The age of the cellphone had affected the work of the paparazzi, Mr. Barillari 
told an Italian paper at the time
, adding that selfies ruin celebrities "because they never tell the truth."



Mr. Barillari could not be reached for comment about Tuesday's incident. But when he was interviewed on Rai 1, the Italian broadcaster's main channel, he recalled some of the actors he had rubbed the wrong way, including Frank Sinatra, Ava Gardner and Elizabeth Taylor.



"They were ready to beat me up," he said, sporting a white bandage above one cheek. But he was younger, he said.
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Critic's Notebook



In the Bard's Hometown, a Challenge for New Theater Leaders



The Royal Shakespeare Company's co-artistic directors have put together a challenging debut season. But many visitors come to Stratford-upon-Avon seeking something more traditional.




The Royal Shakespeare Company named Daniel Evans, left, and Tamara Harvey as its co-artistic directors in 2022. They are now presenting their first season.




By Houman Barekat


May 02, 2024


Outside peak tourist season, there's something a little uncanny about Stratford-upon-Avon, the English market town famous as William Shakespeare's birthplace and home. On a visit last week, with only a trickle of foreign sightseers and a few locals around, the town's cobbled streets, 
mock-Tudor pubs and quaint tearooms
 were eerily quiet. The occasional flock of schoolchildren on a field trip provided the closest thing to bustle.



And yet this tranquil place is home to one of the most venerable institutions of British cultural life: the Royal Shakespeare Company. Founded in 1961, with a mission to bring Shakespeare's work to a contemporary audience, the company is renowned for its diverse and forward-thinking repertoire: It presents modern spins on Shakespeare's plays alongside works by other playwrights, with a strong, craft-centric ethos geared toward nurturing emerging talent. With a roster of alumni that includes Judi Dench, Patrick Stewart, Ian McKellen and Helen Mirren, the company's global prestige transcends its modest environs.



But when summer comes, the tourists will, too -- and this presents a perennial challenge for the Royal Shakespeare Company's leaders.



A lot of those visitors will want to see classical, period-dress productions that transport them to a picture-postcard England of yore, in keeping with Stratford's kitschy trappings. But contemporary treatments of Shakespeare's texts -- eschewing naturalism, foregrounding psychological elements and topical resonances -- are more in vogue. This is the conundrum facing Daniel Evans and Tamara Harvey, 
the troupe's new co-artistic directors
, as they embark on their first season in charge.



For the first few decades of its existence, the company had one foot in Stratford and the other in London. It 
abandoned its London base in 2001
, when the artistic director at the time, Adrian Noble, dismantled its permanent acting troupe in favor of a flexible model, with performers on short-term contracts.



This made it easier to sign up big-name stars, but it upset actors' unions and some theater purists, like the theater historian Simon Trowbridge. In his pointedly titled 2021 book "The Rise and Fall of the Royal Shakespeare Company," Trowbridge argued that the company should have ditched Stratford, and instead made its primary home in London, where Britain's largest theater audience is, only deploying the Stratford theaters during the busy summer season and perhaps at Christmas.



But the symbolic allure of Shakespeare's hometown was too tempting to give up. When I met Evans and Harvey for an interview, they made a persuasive case for the merits of keeping a base in Stratford. Harvey previously spent seven years as the artistic director of Theatr Clwyd, an arts center in Wales; Evans, a former actor with two Olivier Awards to his name, enjoyed fruitful spells at the Royal Shakespeare Company in the 1990s and 2000s, and was the artistic director of the Chichester Theater Festival before taking his current job.




From left: Brandon Bassir, Luke Thompson, Abiola Owokoniran and Eric Stroud in "Love's Labour's Lost."




Through a window in one of the Stratford rehearsal rooms, Evans said, "you can see the church where Shakespeare was baptized and is now buried, and through another window you can see the school he went to, and through another you can see the house he bought for his wife and family later in life."



"Having rehearsed myself as a young actor in that space," he added, there was something to "relish and savor about coming to make theater in the place where you can see and experience those things -- not in a way that is touristic, but in a way that brings you closer to the source."



Harvey said that there was a "thing that happens when you are in a place that is not your everyday existence -- the focus that comes from that, and the sense of company. Which is something that we can offer that London theaters can't. It's a very American model in some ways: America has an extraordinary network of theaters outside of major metropolises."



There has always been a strong U.S. connection to the theater at Stratford. In the Victorian era, the town's burgeoning tourist industry was sustained by a constant flow of trans-Atlantic Shakespeare pilgrims.



"It was actually Americans who first got it," Harvey said. In the 19th century, when two local brewery magnates, Edward Fordham Flower and Charles Flower, proposed building a theater in Stratford, "the British public and the British theater world essentially said 'that idea's nonsense,'" Harvey said. The duo then "went across the Atlantic, and it was American philanthropists and supporters who got the idea, and came on board, and made it possible," she added. The result was the Shakespeare Memorial Theater, built in 1879 and later renamed the Royal Shakespeare Theater.



Today, that playhouse is the Royal Shakespeare Company's flagship. Elsewhere in Stratford, the company also runs the 400-seat Swan Theater and a small studio theater called the Other Place. A new outdoor auditorium, the Holloway Garden Theater, will begin hosting outdoor performances from June.



The program for Evans and Harvey's debut season includes a Ukrainian production of "
King Lear
" and an abridged, 80-minute outdoor "
As You Like It
." A period-dress "Othello" in the fall will cater to more conservative tastes. The non-Shakespeare offerings include a retelling of Richard Brinsley Sheridan's 1777 aristocratic comedy, "
The School for Scandal
," and new plays on themes such as environmental politics ("
Kyoto
") and language lessons ("
English
"). The key, Evans said, was "balance and variety."



The season began in April with a spirited take on Shakespeare's "Love's Labour's Lost." In this early comedy, regarded as something of an anomaly because of its bathetic, unresolved ending, Ferdinand, the king of Navarre (Abiola Owokoniran) and his three favorite noblemen (Luke Thompson, Eric Stroud and Brandon Bassir) undertake a vow of abstinence -- "to fast, to study, to see no woman."




From left: Ankur Bahl, Bettrys Jones and Dee Ahluwalia in "The Buddha of Suburbia."




That is promptly derailed by the arrival of a princess (Melanie-Joyce Bermudez) and her retinue (Ioanna Kimbook, Amy Griffith and Sarita Gabony). In contravention of their oath, the men make advances on the sly and the wary women prank them to test their mettle. Cue a medley of exquisite tomfoolery, featuring bawdy badinage, dubious love-poems, mistaken identity, visual gags, a chaotic play-within-a-play and lots of linguistic whimsy.



In this production, directed by Emily Burns and running at the Royal Shakespeare Theater through May 18, the principal characters are reimagined as 21st-century tech mogul types, and the setting is a Hawaiian island retreat. It's a clever update, not least because the men's masochistic undertaking -- to forego pleasure for the sake of an obscurely defined idea of personal advancement -- prefigures the self-optimization fetish that today's social media gurus are hustling.



But the production doesn't strain too hard for relevance, and needn't jar with more traditionally minded audiences. (And the nuts and bolts of seduction haven't changed all that much in 500 years.) Ultimately, it's the script, ably brought to life by a talented group of actors, that does the work. Thompson (of "Bridgerton" fame) is the pick of the bunch as Berowne, one of the king's noblemen, delivering his lines with satirical brio and a wonderful range of complacent smirks. He has one of those faces that suggest mischief, even when at rest.




The Royal Shakespeare Theater, which seats over 1,000 people, was built in the 19th century. It reopened after a major revamp in 2010.




Youthful yearning is also on the menu at the Swan Theater, in a new adaptation of the British writer Hanif Kureshi's coming-of-age novel, "
The Buddha of Suburbia
," directed and adapted by Emma Rice with input from Kureshi himself. Set in late-1970s London, against a backdrop of political turbulence and racial strife, it follows a young British Pakistani man, Karim, as he grapples with the emotional fallout of his parents' failing marriage while negotiating his passage to manhood -- through music, drugs and heartbreak -- before he finds his calling in the theater. (The show plays in repertoire through June 1.)



Rachana Jadhav's set is a cross-section of a '70s suburban dwelling, featuring an orange-red sofa, a floral-patterned stair tread and several mirror balls. When we first meet Karim's yogi father, Haroun (Ankur Bahl), he is wearing nothing but a pair of Y-fronts. His very first action, removing a piece of fluff from his bellybutton, sets the tone for this playful and irreverent romp. The sexual content -- of which there is plenty -- is rendered with disarming, pantomimic silliness: bananas to suggest erections; party poppers let off to signify the moment of climax.



Dee Ahluwalia is well cast as Karim, with just the right blend of pretty-boy looks and callow impudence. When he periodically breaks off into first-person, audience-facing narration, he has the winking, conspiratorial aspect of an experienced crooner working the crowd between songs. Ewan Wardrop is outstanding as the creepy theater director who takes him under his wing, and Bettrys Jones excels in two very different roles: affectingly poignant as Karim's long-suffering mother, Margaret, and riotously eccentric as his mercurial love interest, Eleanor.



Though the play touches on somber topics -- racist violence, the fragmented lives of the migrant diaspora -- it is anything but earnest, with a jaunty, naive quality that echoes the reckless esprit of early adulthood. "The Buddha of Suburbia" doesn't have the sentence-level brilliance of the Bard -- it's more 
Ealing Comedy
 than Shakespeare -- but there is something of his spirit in its ribald energy, and it doesn't feel out to of place in Stratford. There was lots of laughter, and the mood was buzzing as people filed out.



Both of these shows revolved around youth, and both went down well with a predominantly senior audience. Their freshness and exuberance augured well for the coming season. The hope must be that the more traditional audiences will move with the times, and come around to new visions. You can't please all of the people all of the time -- but you can do your best to take them with you. And if not, there are always the tearooms.
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Sean Combs Accused of Sexual Assault in New Lawsuit



A former model sued the hip-hop mogul and accused him of forcing her to perform oral sex in 2003 at his recording studio. Mr. Combs has not yet responded.




Sean Combs in 2018. The music mogul, who is facing multiple allegations of sexual misconduct, was accused of assaulting a model in a new lawsuit this week.




By Julia Jacobs


May 22, 2024


A former model filed a lawsuit on Tuesday accusing the hip-hop mogul Sean Combs of forcing her to perform oral sex on him at his New York City recording studio in 2003.



In the complaint, Crystal McKinney says that when she was 22, an unnamed fashion designer invited her to attend a Men's Fashion Week event at a restaurant in Manhattan, where she met Mr. Combs, who was a well-known record label impresario and host of the MTV reality show "Making the Band."



Later that night, according to the lawsuit, Mr. Combs invited her to his recording studio, where Ms. McKinney says she was given alcohol and marijuana that she later came to believe was laced. She says Mr. Combs led her to the bathroom, shoved her head down to his crotch and, after she refused, forced her to perform oral sex on him. Soon after, the lawsuit says, she lost consciousness, later awakening in a cab and realizing that she had been sexually assaulted.



Representatives for Mr. Combs did not immediately respond to requests for comment on the lawsuit.



Mr. Combs, 54, has been facing deepening legal troubles since his former girlfriend, Casandra Ventura, known as Cassie, 
filed a lawsuit against him last year
 in which she accused him of sexually and physically abusing her for years. The lawsuit was 
settled
 in one day, but three more suits followed from women who accused him of rape. In March, two of Mr. Combs's homes were raided as part of an investigation that officials said is at least in part a human trafficking inquiry.



The producer and businessman, who is known as Puff Daddy and Diddy, has called the allegations against him false and "sickening," and he has described the plaintiffs as looking for "a quick payday."



Mr. Combs's conduct has come under intense scrutiny in recent days after CNN published 
footage from 2016
 in which he is seen striking, kicking and dragging Ms. Ventura, corroborating part of her lawsuit filed last year. On Sunday, he 
apologized
, saying in a video posted to Instagram, "My behavior on that video is inexcusable."



Ms. McKinney, who filed her lawsuit in Federal District Court in Manhattan, said learning of the other lawsuits against Mr. Combs led her to file her own. Because the allegations are more than two decades old, which is outside the statute of limitations, the lawsuit is bringing the claim under New York City's 
Victims of Gender-Motivated Violence Act
, which, for a limited period of time, allows accusers to file civil complaints involving claims after the statute of limitations has run out.



A lawyer representing Mr. Combs, Jonathan Davis, argued in a separate assault lawsuit that the gender violence act should not be used to allow such suits to go forward because another state law specifically extending the statute of limitations for sexual assault had expired.
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Design Popularized by Internet 'It' Girls Gets a Pop-up



A crowd lined up in Los Angeles's Echo Park neighborhood to buy designer Gustaf Westman's curvy, chunky, bold objects.




Gustaf Westman's vibrant pop-up shop in Los Angeles.




By Julia Carmel


May 20, 2024


On Saturday afternoon, the multi-hyphenate creatives of Los Angeles found a new reason to line up on Sunset Boulevard. Instead of sipping natural wine outside 
El Prado
 or waiting hours for a seat at 
Pijja Palace
, they showed up for the designer Gustaf Westman's pop-up shop.



"I love Gustaf in general," said Billie Black, 27, a digital creator who snagged the first spot in line. "I have my eye on the chunky mug. I also want the spiral magazine rack."



Mr. Westman, 30, started selling furniture and objects online in 2020 and quickly built a following on 
TikTok
 and 
Instagram
. His curvy and chunky 
mirrors
 became coveted decor, and his dishware became the standard for internet "it" girls. His objects range from chunky cups ($68) and chunky plates ($58) to curvy mini tables ($750), mini flower mirrors ($2,200), pipe chairs ($1,150) and blob sofas ($3,360).




Hundreds of shoppers showed up on the first day of Mr. Westman's pop-up.





Billie Black, left, and Jordan Bender checked out the designer's chunky dinnerware sets.




Nara Smith
, a popular model and cooking influencer, often 
uses his plates
 to showcase her intricate homemade meals, and the Swedish influencer 
Matilda Djerf
 drinks her coffee out of 
Mr. Westman's chunky cups
. He has created 
a mirror
 for the Swedish rapper Yung Lean and a 
custom side table
 for the YouTube darling 
Emma Chamberlain
.



So it came as no surprise that hundreds of shoppers showed up on the first day of his L.A. pop-up.



Kitty Rheault, an interior designer and prop stylist in Los Feliz, went to the pop-up to shop for herself and several clients.



"It's whimsical and refined," Ms. Rheault said. "I'm working with a client right now who has a really colorful, bright style, and I feel like the style can easily go south if it's not done with some restraint, but this is hitting it right on the nose."



Essie Park, 29, a fashion designer in Koreatown, bought the curvy pink mirror she'd been dreaming about for years.



"I like how maximalist it is, maximalist yet simple at the same time," Ms. Park said. "It's a lot, and it's bold, but it's not too much."



The line outside was peppered with pastel-hued Adidas Sambas, purple- and orange-dyed hair and chunky sweaters with playful designs.



Mr. Westman, who is based in Stockholm, greeted people and handed out Nick's keto chocolate bars. About a dozen people were able to enter the pop-up at a time to pick up his chunky tableware, take selfies in his 
flower-shaped mirrors
 and sit on his 
blob sofas
.




Mr. Westman offered artisanal chocolate bars to waiting customers.




"It feels pretty chill in here," Mr. Westman said as he watched people check out a shelf of dishes, vases, mirrors, candleholders and magazine racks. "I love that you don't necessarily feel like you have to come here and buy something."



Shannon O'Halloran, 25, and Mikayla LoBasso, 25, drove from Culver City to find fun decor for their apartment.



"Honestly, I'm not sure what I'm getting yet, but I will be getting something," Ms. O'Halloran said. "I have the chunky cup already in yellow."



Ms. O'Halloran, who works in comedy, and Ms. LoBasso, who works in the music industry, agreed that Mr. Westman's work stands out among the countless products pushed on social media.



"It's such an innovative design, I feel like no one's really doing anything like it," Ms. LoBasso said. "Not a lot of things catch everyone's eye. These stop you in your tracks."




Samantha Klein taking a selfie in a Gustaf Westman mirror.




Samantha Klein, 38, an interior design influencer in Glendale, said that Mr. Westman's furniture and objects fit her vintage aesthetic.



"I'm just super into whimsy, pastels, cozy comfort," Ms. Klein said. 



"It's not like there are many small designers doing what he's doing and at the price point that he's doing," she added. "If I bought something I was similarly excited about, in the same price range, it would probably be vintage."



Dulce Annese, 37, and John Forbes, 35, traveled down from San Francisco, where they work in tech, to get one of Mr. Westman's flower mirrors.



"We already have a chunky mirror in my house, and I've been eyeing the flower mirror for years," Ms. Annese said. 



As Cassidy Sonnemann, 27, contemplated buying a vase or candle holders for her home in North Hollywood, she looked like a kid in a candy store. She already owned sets of Mr. Westman's dishes, but that only made the pop-up more enticing.



"These plates and cups are the most complimented thing in my home," said Ms. Sonnemann, who works in product development. "It's hand-wash only, but it's actually quite satisfying to wash it because it's so curved."



Though she said she hates doing dishes, she admits, "I don't mind these."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/20/style/gustaf-westman-pop-up-design-store-los-angeles.html
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Female Basketball Stars in the Skims Spotlight



Kim Kardashian's shapewear brand is moving more aggressively into sports.




Candace Parker in the new Skims advertising campaign. 




By Vanessa Friedman


May 13, 2024


The branding of the W.N.B.A. as the hottest league in any game continues apace, as does the growing 
convergence of fashion and sports
.



The latest step in the relationship: a Skims ad campaign released just ahead of the start of the women's basketball season and featuring the rookie Cameron Brink, the newly retired three-time W.N.B.A. champion-turned-president of Adidas basketball Candace Parker and the All-Stars and Olympians Kelsey Plum of the Las Vegas Aces and Skylar Diggins-Smith of the Seattle Storm and DiJonai Carrington of the Connecticut Sun.



The campaign depicts the players in various skin-tone undies -- bikini and high-waist briefs, boy shorts, bandeaus and T-shirts -- accessorized with basketballs, high-heel pumps and elaborate rhinestone jewelry. It both toys with old pinup tropes and subverts them -- the women look less come hither than don't mess with me. It also frames Skims, which was founded by Kim Kardashian and Jens Grede in 2018 and valued at 
$4 billion
 last July, less as shapewear than haute sportswear.



It is the first Skims campaign to celebrate women players, following the brand's last two big basketball moves: a similar shoot that introduced the 
Skims men's line
 and featured Shai Gilgeous-Alexander of the Oklahoma City Thunder, among other athletes, and a campaign just in time for 
March Madness
 featuring male all-star college basketball players. (They were mostly in terry loungewear, not underwear.)



At the time, given the record-setting popularity of the women's N.C.A.A. tournament, 
some fans criticized
 Skims for focusing on male athletes rather than women. This is the answer.



It is a reflection of the growing power of the women's game and the star appeal that has been brought to the game by the new class of draft picks, who are more aware than ever of the leverage that comes from personal branding -- and associated relationships with the fashion world.



Ms. Brink, for example, the second draft pick, who is playing for the Los Angeles Sparks, wore Balmain on the 
W.N.B.A. orange carpet
, has close to 790,000 Instagram followers and has been working with the stylist Mary Gonsalves Kinney for the last two years.



Her fellow draftee Angel Reese, who was chosen seventh by the Chicago Sky, attended the Met Gala last week in a feathered chiffon gown custom-made by 16Arlington and recently unveiled her own 
Good American
 jeans campaign. (Good American was founded by Ms. Kardashian's sister Khloe Kardashian and Emma Grede, Mr. Grede's wife.)



And Caitlin Clark, the No. 1 draft pick, chosen by the Indiana Fever, arrived for her first news conference after the W.N.B.A. draft in Indianapolis in a Louis Vuitton dress and jacket after donning an all-Prada look for the draft.



In turn, Skims, which ranked 13th in the 
Lyst Index
 of most searched fashion brands in the first quarter of 2024, has moved aggressively into sports. In October, it became 
the first official underwear partner
 of the N.B.A., W.N.B.A. and USA Basketball.



At the time, Ms. Kardashian described the partnership as "a reflection of Skims' growing influence on culture" and said the relationship would show up in "unexpected ways." Presumably, the ad campaign is one of those. In an email, Ms. Kardashian said she had been planning the W.N.B.A. campaign since the deal was signed.



The basketball partnership followed the brand's signing on as the official underwear partner of 
Team USA
 for the Tokyo Olympics. Not long after the W.N.B.A. deal was announced, Skims unveiled a holiday campaign starring 
Patrick Mahomes,
 the quarterback of the Kansas City Chiefs, and his family, all lounging around in plaid PJs.



Skims is not the only fashion (or fashion-adjacent) company to collaborate with athletes as part of a strategic play. This summer, the Paris Olympics is being sponsored in part by LVMH, the French luxury group, which has been signing up Olympians as brand ambassadors for fashion houses like Dior and Vuitton. Competition, after all, doesn't just happen on the court.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/13/style/skims-kim-kardashian-cameron-brink-candace-parker.html
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For a food that begins with just flour, water or sometimes eggs, there are infinite variations of pasta. So what happens when you convene a panel of five Italian cuisine experts and ask them to determine the 25 
most essential
 pasta dishes throughout Italy? "I'm sweating," said Davide Palluda, the chef and owner of 
All'Enoteca
 restaurant and osteria in the Piedmont region. "This is too heavy," he joked during the two-hour video call that I convened to debate his nominations and those of the four other panelists: Stefano Secchi, the chef and a co-owner of New York City's 
Rezdora
; the Tuscany-based cookbook author 
Emiko Davies
; the Umbria-based culinary historian 
Karima Moyer-Nocchi
; and the food writer and novelist 
Roberta Corradin,
 who lives in Florence, Sicily and Boston. A week before our call, I'd asked each to make their own list of 10 standouts (since he was a panelist, Palluda's restaurants were automatically excluded); after an energetic debate and several more phone calls, emails and WhatsApp messages, we whittled that list in half. The final picks appear below in unranked alphabetical order, along with the ideal wine to drink with each pasta dish, as recommended by the chosen restaurants and reviewed by Davies's husband, the sommelier Marco Lami.



This list is the
 
latest in our 
T 25 series
, which highlights significant achievements in the worlds of 
design,
 
literature
, 
fashion,
 
architecture
 and 
food
. Previous debates about where to eat right now were confined to major cities like 
Paris
 and 
Mexico City
, but this time around, we wanted to see what we might learn if we surveyed the culinary landscape across an entire food-crazed country. We chose pasta because it's the food most associated with Italy, and because it's the subject of 
T's new Travel issue
. It's also the staple that reveals just how much Italian cooking, even in 2024, remains firmly anchored to a specific place. While most countries have regional fare, Italy is particularly fixated on a recipe's exact provenance -- the town, the valley, the strip of coastline -- which is why you'll often find different pasta shapes or sauces, even over the span of just a few miles.



This culinary diversity informed many of the panelists' decisions: sometimes, they opted to include a dish because it's rarely made beyond its birthplace (see Lombardy's pizzoccheri, No. 12); other times, they chose a favorite sauce (for example, carbonara) or simply a type of pasta like strangozzi (typical of Umbria) since it, like so many local specialties found in the countryside, is paired with different ingredients depending on the time of year.



Only two specific dishes were nominated by more than one panelist: the agnolotti del plin at Madonna della Neve in the Piedmont and the vincisgrassi at Osteria dei Fiori in the Marche region, both centuries-old dishes served at decades-old restaurants. The classics, in general, came up again and again. Even the more idiosyncratic dishes that merited inclusion were riffs on familiar fare: Secchi, for example, made an impassioned plea for the dish called the Crunchy Part of the Lasagna, the chef Massimo Bottura's technical take on the beloved casserole, offered at his Francescana restaurant at Maria Luigia in Modena, Emilia-Romagna. "If we're talking about transcendent pasta experiences, that's it," Secchi said. (Lasagna, in fact, made a strong showing on this list, which features three varieties.) Secchi suggested one reason the old favorites took primacy: relentless demand.



Northern and central Italy are also overrepresented, perhaps because that's where most of the participants are based, though Corradin argued that she could easily make an entire list dedicated to any region. And Palluda worried about omitting gnocchi, though there was some disagreement about whether the dumplings usually made with potato and flour are even considered pasta. But Corradin had the final word: "No. Gnocchi is gnocchi. It's a different chapter. Next time." -- 
Deborah Dunn



The interview portion has been edited and condensed.



1. The Agnolotti del Plin at 
Ristorante Madonna Della Neve



Cessole, Piedmont








Overlooking the Bormida valley, Ristorante Madonna della Neve sits opposite the 16th-century chapel for which it's named. With large windows framing bucolic views, its classic osteria ambience is echoed in its menu of time-honored dishes. While agnolotti is a term used for many kinds of stuffed pasta, especially in Italy's northwestern Piedmont region, it's the 
agnolotti del plin
 -- penny-size filled pasta that's named for the pinch with which it's sealed ("pinch" is 
plin
 in the Piedmontese dialect) -- that are the real star. The manager, Piermassimo Cirio, whose grandparents opened Ristorante Madonna della Neve in 1952 and who sometimes heads up the kitchen, says that meeting the demand for agnolotti del plin requires a full day of filling and folding each week from a crew of staff and family members. And for many guests, the pasta -- which is filled with a mixture of ground veal, pork and rabbit, Parmigiano-Reggiano, rosemary and borage -- is, in itself, a multicourse meal. Start with the version served al tovagliolo, meaning on a linen napkin without sauce, allowing the gentle sweetness of the filling's leafy greens to shine. Follow with agnolotti with sage and butter or, more bracingly, sage and lemon juice (Cirio's invention). Next, try them with a sauce of Bolognese-ish ragu or, as an alternative, the juices and tender scraps of a beef roast (arrosto). For a final course, order a small bowl of agnolotti doused with Barbera wine. 
Suggested wine pairing: Isolabella della Croce Maria Teresa Barbera d'Asti 2022.
 -- 
Robyn Eckhardt



2 Reg. Madonna della Neve



Roberta Corradin: 
I grew up in Piedmont and homemade agnolotti with a roasted meat filling is mandatory.



Karima
 
Moyer-Nocchi: 
Madonna della Neve is an incredible experience.



Stefano
 
Secchi
: I was just there last year and it's fantastic.



Davide
 
Palluda:
 I took a picture with the almost 90-year-old [Piera Cirio, Piermassimo's mother] a few years ago, and I asked her how many agnolotti she's made in her life. I think a million. She has the forearms! She's the one that [reminds] all the young chefs in Piedmont why we have to respect [the traditions]. The nicest way to have it is just boiled and naked, without sauce.



Moyer-Nocchi: 
Oh, yeah, that's gorgeous. It's homey and nurturing, and that humble way that it's served makes it a transformative experience.



2. The Busiate at 
Duomo



Ragusa Ibla, Sicily








The Sicilian chef Ciccio Sultano calls the busiate, an elegant but sturdy corkscrew pasta shape that was historically formed by wrapping the dough around knitting needles
 
(or the stem of a local grass)
, 
"matriarchal." It's a specialty of Trapani, on Sicily's west coast, and usually served with pesto Trapanese: almonds, basil, garlic, tomatoes, pecorino, perhaps a touch of fresh mint. But at Duomo, a gastronomic institution in Ragusa Ibla, on the southern end of the island, Sultano goes much further, imbuing the pasta (always made in-house from heritage grains such as tumminia and perciasacchi) with intense local flavors. The busiate on the current menu features fragrant wild fennel and saffron and a ragu of glittering anchovies and mackerel. And to finish: grated red tuna heart. Another longtime favorite version, which resurfaces from time to time, is the busiate kneaded with rosewater and topped with plump, sweet Mazara prawns (pictured above). Opened nearly 24 years ago, Duomo, as the name suggests, sits in a handsome townhouse down the street from Ragusa Ibla's dramatic Baroque cathedral, less than an hour from where Sultano took his first job in a kitchen, at a pastry shop, when he was just 13. Eating this dish, he suggests, evokes the island life, culinary influences via Sicily's many centuries of invaders, from the Greeks and Arabs to the Normans, and the voluptuousness of a cuisine born of the sea. 
Suggested wine pairing: Pietradolce Archineri Etna Bianco 2018. -- Marina O'Loughlin



31
 
Via Capitano Bocchieri



Corradin:
 Busiate are Sicily's version of fusilli. In the western part of Sicily, they make long busiate, which are difficult to eat. If you're a gentleman, the busiate will slap your tie. That's the kind that Ciccio Sultano at Duomo makes. The rosewater he puts in the dough gives a hint of the region's past, when it was under Arab domination. It bounces you back to another time.



3. The Cacio e Pepe at 
Roscioli Salumeria con Cucina



Rome








Made with only pasta, cheese and pepper, cacio e pepe seems downright simple, yet this classic Roman dish is mired with potential pitfalls: cooks know to beware the dreaded clumping. Not only does Roscioli Salumeria con Cucina make a perfect version, they're unafraid to tweak it when necessary: If the pecorino is fresher, and so less intensely salty, the chefs use only that. If it's older, they'll perhaps add some Parmesan to temper the ferocity. Their special blend of ground black peppercorns -- including the perfumed, potent Sarawak -- makes this simple dish, prepared with tonnarelli (a spaghetti-like egg pasta), memorable. This, at a mere 20 years old, is one of the newer additions to the small Roscioli group of restaurants and bakeries in Rome (a pasticceria also opened 10 years ago). All are popular among tourists, but escaping the chaos of Campo dei Fiori for a seat at the counter here, a glass of red wine in hand, the cacio e pepe in front of you, feels like the real Rome. 
Suggested wine pairing: Damiano Ciolli Podere Ciriolino Cesanese di Olevano 2022. -- M.O.



21 Via dei Giubbonari



Palluda:
 Cacio e pepe is easy to prepare but it's not easy to make a good one. Roscioli cooks it the right way, with the right ingredients. If I have the chance I always go when I'm in Rome -- if I can get in, it's a small restaurant -- and I always eat the cacio e pepe.



4. The Carbonara at 
Ristorante l'Arcangelo



Rome








Though Rome is the Italian city most often associated with antiquity, carbonara -- arguably the most popular of its classic pastas, which also include cacio e pepe, amatriciana and alla gricia -- is actually a 20th-century innovation. The dish's creator and exact place of origin are unknown, but an often-told story involves the arrival of Allied troops in Rome in 1944: The soldiers, or someone cooking for them, allegedly mixed eggs, powdered milk and bacon with pasta. Today, carbonara is usually made with eggs, guanciale (cured pork jowl), pecorino cheese, black pepper and spaghetti. Some chefs use only yolks while others add the whole egg. Some stick to pecorino while others mix in parmigiano. Some pair the sauce with rigatoni instead of spaghetti. Every chef in the city likely believes they make the best version, but the rigatoni alla carbonara
 
at Ristorante l'Arcangelo -- a white-tableclothed establishment near Vatican City -- has earned its place among the essential dishes of Rome. The silky sauce, salty but not overpowering, evenly coats the rigatoni, pooling just enough in the bottom of the plate so you can dip a piece of bread at the end. The fresh eggs give the dish a vivid yellow hue, and the hefty, crisp pieces of guanciale are doled out with precision; it's said that the chef personally counts the seven pieces allotted to each plate. 
Suggested wine pairing: Tenute Filippi Ipazia 2022. -- Kristina Gill



59 Via Giuseppe Gioachino Belli



Moyer-Nocchi:
 I was really torn between including [head chef of Ristorante l'Arcangelo] Arcangelo Dandini's carbonara or Nabil Hadj Hassen's. When Nabil was the chef at Salumeria Roscioli, he won a national competition, in 2008, for the best carbonara in Rome. He left Roscioli after 18 years and now he's at Baccano [also in Rome]. It was a close call between Dandini and Hassen. Post-Covid, when everyone was sitting around thinking about what they were going to do with their lives, Arcangelo made adjustments to the cheeses he uses in the dish. He now uses 80 percent Pecorino Romano sourced locally, from a particular milking. And he's added 20 percent smoked pecorino di Gavoi from Sardinia, which for him recalls the time when smoking was one of the ways of preserving foods. And he uses these eggs -- you're going to have to trust me -- these are just outstanding eggs with the creamiest egg yolks ever. He's a miraculously inventive chef in the way that he pulls history into his modern iterations of dishes.



Corradin:
 The carbonara is very good at Arcangelo, and it's in Prati, a nice bourgeois neighborhood that I believe is also home to several kosher restaurants. It isn't a place for tourists. Well, in Rome tourists are everywhere, but this is a classic location for real Roman families.



5. The Crunchy Part of the Lasagna at 
Francescana at Maria Luigia



San Damaso, Emilia-Romagna








Though it's served with a fork and spoon, it's hard to keep your hands off the chef Massimo Bottura's famous recreation of the coveted corner slice of lasagna. The crispy tower begs to be broken apart with your fingers, the rich ragu and aerated bechamel scooped up, nacho-like, from the plate. To make the dish, Bottura boils spaghetti and then purees it to form a dough, which is divided into three parts, each mixed with a different sauce: basil, Parmigiano-Reggiano or tomato. After being rolled out, the pasta sheets are fried, smoked, and, finally, lightly charred with a torch. The result is somehow both familiar and disorienting: "It's about feeding people with emotions," Bottura says. Originally, he served his postmodern take on the homey favorite at his Osteria Francescana
, 
which opened in 1995,
 
but these days it's available only at Francescana at Maria Luigia
, 
one of the restaurants at Casa Maria Luigia, the guesthouse he opened with his wife, Lara Gilmore, in 2019 in San Damaso, just outside the city of Modena. Here, the sole offering is a nine-course tasting menu comprising Bottura's well-known dishes, served at communal tables facing an open kitchen. 
Suggested wine pairing: Comte Lafond Sancerre 2022. -- Laurel Evans



56 Stradello Bonaghino



Secchi:
 I'm biased because I worked at Francescana and I know what it takes [to prepare this lasagna]. It takes three or four days to make. That ragu alone isn't just made with traditional beef: There's cheek and side, tongue and a special ingredient I can't name because Massimo [Bottura] would kill me.



Palluda:
 Especially in the last 15 years, Massimo Bottura never stops talking about his region, Emilia-Romagna. One of the things he always says is to make good food in Italy, you have to stay with your feet on the land and your brain in the clouds. In his dishes with ragu, you can feel this point of view. Like a lot of guys in Emilia, he probably grew up with the smell of [the sauce] in the house. It's very important that someone as famous as Bottura still talks about his ingredients and his history -- it makes the people and the producers of that region really proud of their home.



6. The Culurgiones at 
Hotel Ristorante Ispinigoli



Dorgali, Sardinia








From April until October, Hotel Ristorante Ispinigoli serves reimagined Sardinian classics overlooking a patchwork of terraced vineyards, olive groves and fruit orchards that descend toward the Gulf of Orosei on the east coast of Italy's second-largest island. Among the restaurant's specialties are 
culurgiones,
 fresh pasta parcels filled with a blend of potato, cheese, garlic and mint that are pinched closed, the seams resembling ears of wheat. Native to the Ogliastra subregion of Sardinia that's about a 90-minute drive south, culurgiones have transcended their hyperlocal origins and are now served across the island, though the filling proportions change from cook to cook. At Hotel Ristorante Ispinigoli, the chef Giovanni Cossu, along with the chef Gian Nicola Mula, leads a multigenerational family-run kitchen that plates them in a novel way: They don't toss and coat their culurgiones with tomato sauce in the rustic fashion but rather crown each with a spoonful, then top with a dusting of pecorino. 
Suggested wine pairing: Cantina Tani Taerra Vermentino di Gallura 2022. -- Katie Parla



125 Strada Statale



Secchi: 
This restaurant has been in the family for three generations. It's about an hour and a half from where my family is from and it has one of the best views in Sardinia. One of the chefs [the nephew of the head chef Cossu] used to work at Osteria Francescana [see No. 5]. He's cooking traditional pasta, but also doing contemporary things because of his time at high-end restaurants on mainland Italy. I thought he'd go chase the stars, but it's just the opposite -- he wanted to bring everything he learned back home.



7. The Mezzanelli Alla Genovese at 
Coco Loco



Naples








Genoa, the city that lends its name to this meaty pasta sauce, is a good 400 miles from Naples, the place best known for it. Every local seems to have a different origin story for the dish, including the tale that credits Swiss mercenaries for bringing this slow-cooked beef and onion sauce to the southern Italian city sometime around 1495. Though it's commonly ladled onto short cylindrical pasta shapes such as paccheri or rigatoni, at Coco Loco, which opened in the middle of Naples's historic center in 1995, the chef and owner, Diego Nuzzo, prefers to use mezzanelli, a longer, skinnier version of ziti. He models his Genovese after the recipe used by monzu, private cooks to the city's aristocracy in the 18th and 19th centuries who applied French culinary techniques to regional ingredients. Like the monzu, Nuzzo braises the beef shank and lots of red onions in lard rather than olive oil, intensifying the flavor of both ingredients. He then adds white wine, a few cubes of pork and simmers the sauce for up to five hours, adding a little tomato paste toward the end "just to give a touch of color." But the real secret to the dish, he says, is to choose a 
dried pasta
 that doesn't release too much starch (he prefers the Garofalo brand) to keep the sauce from getting too gluey. 
Suggested wine pairing:
 
Quintodecimo Terra d'Eclano Irpinia Aglianico 2015. -- Lee Marshall



4 Vicoletto Cappella Vecchia



Palluda: 
It's difficult to explain to people that this is a [Neapolitan] dish and the name Genovese only refers to the people who moved from Genoa to Napoli. In Genoa, you usually get a pesto condimento [sauce]. Here, it's a lot of meat and the protagonist of this recipe is the onions. You just color the onion with tomatoes.



Corradin:
 It's one of the many geographically confusing dishes in Italian cuisine -- like zuppa inglese; 
inglese
 means "English" and it's not English at all. And it's not a soup at all, it's dessert. [We call them] false friends.



Moyer-Nocchi:
 It's a fabulous dish. That five-hour braise renders something that tastes like a sweet, beef-flavored onion butter that loses whatever negative connotations onions have and becomes a larger-than-the-sum-of-its-parts dish. Diego Nuzzo is the most renowned for [pasta alla Genovese] and [he serves it] in a really elegant setting.



Corradin:
 And unlike most pastas, in Napoli, pasta alla Genovese is served as a main course.



8. The Minestra di Pasta Mista With Shellfish and Rockfish at 
La Torre del Saracino



Vico Equense, Campania








A meal at La Torre del Saracino, in the seaside town of Vico Equense, is something of a ceremony. It begins in a Medieval watchtower overlooking the Bay of Naples where you're welcomed with an aperitif (a sparkling Franciacorta, for example) and small bites (perhaps a free range-chicken cacciatora panino) while listening to music chosen by guests from the chef Gennaro Esposito's vinyl collection, with plenty of 20th-century Neapolitan pop and jazz. Then you're led down a winding stone staircase to a 20-seat main dining room with high arched windows overlooking the sea. The minestra di pasta mista con crostacei e pesci di scoglio, one of Esposito's signature dishes, is a nod to the fish soup that the 54-year-old chef, a native of Vico Equense, grew up eating. In those days, it was made mostly with the catch that couldn't be sold at the markets and typically took hours to prepare. Now, at La Torre del Saracino, it's a symbol of gleeful abundance: Esposito uses more than a pound and a half of Mediterranean rockfish, shrimps, squid and prawns to make one portion. Still one of the more time-consuming dishes in his repertoire, it involves slow-cooking the rockfish in a light fish stock, then squeezing them in a French duck press to retain the juices. Once all the seafood and San Marzano tomatoes are left to simmer on the stove top, for several hours, he adds a mix of as many as 15 different pasta shapes, both tubes and spirals (families traditionally made minestre like this to use up those annoying bottom-of-the-package leftovers). The pasta is left to cook in the soup so that, in Esposito's words, "it absorbs all its goodness." 
Suggested wine pairing: Mastroberardino Stilema Fiano di Avellino 2015. -- L.M.



9 Via Torretta



Palluda: 
Gennaro Esposito is one of the new generation of chefs from Campania, from Napoli. Twenty-five years ago, it wasn't so easy to introduce new ideas in Campania -- it seemed like you were fighting with tradition, but that's not why he did it. He learned a lot of new techniques in France [and elsewhere] and then used products that were close to him. He made new recipes without losing the identity of the original one. A lot of young chefs followed him. His minestra pasta is a very interesting dish. You mix in a lot of types of pasta. Every spoonful is different. Like chocolate, you never know what you're going to get. It's a very rustic dish, but very technical.



9. The Orecchiette With Broccoli at 
Ricci Osteria



Milan








If you find yourself wandering the whitewashed back streets of a Pugliese town, you'll likely encounter women gathered near the stoops of their houses, forming semolina flour dough into quarter-size orecchiette, which they leave to dry on netted boxes balanced atop wooden stands. Shaped vaguely like an earlobe (the name translates to little ear) orecchiette is often served with ragu or turnip greens, but among the most beloved variations is one made with broccoli. In Milan, some 550 miles to the north of Italy's heel, the chefs Antonella Ricci and Vinod Sookar have created their own version of the recipe at the Pugliese-inflected mainstay Ricci Osteria, which opened in 2022. Usually, the dish is made by sauteing parboiled broccoli with garlic, anchovies and mildly spicy pepperoncini in extra virgin olive oil; theirs also includes sweet, soft confit tomatoes. The finishing flourish is a generous sprinkling of crunchy toasted bread crumbs, which serve as the ideal foil to the orecchiette's chewy texture. 
Suggested wine pairing: a 2020 negroamaro from Agricola Felline. -- Laura May Todd



27 Via Pasquale Sottocorno



Moyer-Nocchi.:
 Antonella Ricci is from Puglia and her husband and partner in the restaurant [Vinod Sookar] is from Mauritius. And together they really represent Milan. [The city] is a micro-melting pot in Italy that since the end of World War II has pulled in a great exodus from the rural south, because that's where the jobs were, and then later, a great influx of people of Sri Lankan and Indian origin. It's good to see a person of color in the position of chef as well, because Italy's restaurants would not go on without this population.



Palluda
: It's a dish made with briciole [breadcrumbs], which is something you usually throw away. They call it the poor man's Parmesan. And with these scraps, they've built this amazing dish.



10. The Paccheri Alla Vittorio at 
Da Vittorio



Brusaporto, Lombardy








What happens when a restaurant with such fine-dining pedigree takes on pasta with tomato sauce, one of the simplest of all the primi? You get a creamy, almost velvety rendition that's become the calling card for Da Vittorio, a luxurious fixture of the northern city of Bergamo since 1966. In the early 2000s, Vittorio Cerea and his family, including his son, the current head chef, Enrico "Chicco" Cerea, moved the restaurant from the historic core of the city to a villa surrounded by parkland, less than five miles outside of town. From there, Enrico expanded the menu, offering innovative dishes like scampi with fermented miso and tempura sardines with a lemon sauce. But diners who come from Milan -- about 30 miles to the southwest -- and much farther (there's a heliport and a hotel on the property) often have just one item on their mind: the paccheri alla Vittorio. A cork-size tubular pasta, paccheri are served here slightly al dente and swimming in a sauce made with three types of tomatoes, basil, olive oil and sauteed garlic, thickened at the end with butter and Parmesan. The dish, offered as part of an eight-course tasting menu, also comes with a bib -- you're invited to mop up the sauce with freshly baked farro bread. 
Suggested wine pairing: Vie di Romans Chardonnay 2020. -- Eric Sylvers



17 Via Cantalupa



Palluda:
 It's cooked like risotto, meaning that you cook it for just 80 percent of the time in the water, and then you finish the dish directly in the [sauce], and they do that at the table in front of the people.



Secchi:
 [They serve] it convivio, family-style, which is a beautiful way to do it.



Moyer-Nocchi:
 What makes the dish so worthy of this list is the sauce. My advice: Opt for the bib.



11. The Pasta con le Sarde at 
Trattoria Ferro di Cavallo



Palermo, Sicily








When your massive portion of pasta con le sarde at Trattoria Ferro di Cavallo in Palermo is set in front of you, your first thought is likely, "What is this mess of gloopy spaghetti covered with greenish-brown sauce?" But it's precisely the dish's aggressively ugly appearance that makes the first bite -- and smell -- so surprising. The rustic recipe is full of all the contradictions and complexities inherent to Sicilian cooking: High-end ingredients like plump sweet raisins and resinous pine nuts mix with sardines, the poorest of fish, barely boned, to form more of a stew than a pasta sauce; it's also redolent of wild fennel. The warm, chaotic Trattoria Ferro di Cavallo, which opened in 1944 and is in the heart of the old city, doesn't take reservations, but with the two big rooms inside, and the large covered terrace outside, you'll rarely have to wait long. 
Suggested wine pairing: Tasca d'Almerita Regaleali Bianco 2022. -- Elizabeth Minchilli



20 Via Venezia



Moyer-Nocchi:
 Pasta con le sarde doesn't get as much attention as it should. Ferro di Cavallo puts a lot of care into it. They have an investment in the tradition of this dish. It's a very colorful, classic trattoria.



12. The Pizzoccheri at Ristorante 
Quattro Stagioni



Mantello, Lombardy








Some pasta dishes demand you put aside restraint. Pizzoccheri certainly qualify -- the fettuccine-like buckwheat pasta is typically tossed together with copious amounts of Valtellina Casera cheese and butter, potatoes and a vegetable (usually cabbage). Said to be born at least 200 years ago at the foot of the Alps in Valtellina -- a valley that runs east from the northern shores of Lake Como -- the hearty dish is still the perfect thing to eat at Quattro Stagioni, with its exposed beams, simple wooden chairs and stone fountain in the middle of the main dining room. The restaurant is part of the La Fiorida agriturismo, a working farm that doubles as a country inn, with 29 guest rooms, some 500 animals (mainly cows, goats and sheep), a cheese-making facility and 150 acres of cultivated fields. While the buckwheat is sourced from a nearby farm, nearly everything else used in the pizzoccheri comes from on site. This means that, depending on the time of year, you might find spinach or Swiss chard in your pizzoccheri. "There is no exact recipe because it's always changing," says the head chef, Gianni Tarabini. 
Suggested wine pairing: Nino Negri Inferno Valtellina Superiore 2019. -- E.S.



12 Via Lungo Adda



Moyer-Nocchi: 
Very few pasta dishes use non-wheat flours but the pizzoccheri of Valtellina, made with mostly buckwheat, has been awarded European Union P.G.I. [Protected Geographical Indication] certification, bringing it into the panoply of Italy's most highly valued traditional dishes. It's a deeply comforting pasta.



Davies:
 I love pizzoccheri.



Palluda: 
I just don't know if American people know about pizzoccheri.



Davies:
 Maybe that's why it should be on the list.



Moyer-Nocchi: 
La Fiorida makes an excellent pizzoccheri, and it's a beautiful agriturismo. Very small, local everything.



13. The Rasnal Soup at 
Maggese



San Miniato, Tuscany








The faded grocery store sign still hangs above the door of Maggese in the ancient Tuscan hill town of San Miniato. Step into the small retro-modern interior, glance to the right and there, behind a two-seater counter, you'll usually find Fabrizio Marino, fielding orders and greeting clients. Opening a vegetarian restaurant in meat-oriented Tuscany back in 2019 was a risk, Marino admits. But he needn't have worried: Maggese books out days in advance. Rasnal -- which he says means "of the Etruscans" -- is a soup that's been a fixture on the Maggese menu from the beginning. It pairs slow-braised seasonal vegetables -- some foraged, some cultivated -- like wild asparagus and artichoke with a sauce of local red heirloom beans. The dish's pasta component consists of just four simple, bite-size eggless-pasta parcels made from heirloom flour. Their fillings can change with the seasons -- they might be celeriac or chickpeas, pumpkin or carrot -- but they always deliver a sweet note to balance the broth's bitterness. 
Suggested wine pairing: Il Borghetto Montigiano Sangiovese 2019. -- L.M.



29 Via IV Novembre



Davies
: I love everything that they do at this restaurant. It's in my town, San Miniato. We're in the middle of a place that is very, very well known for red meat. They used to have seven butcher shops in this small town.



Palluda: 
They eat the vegans there.



Davies:
 When Maggese opened, it was like this breath of fresh air because everything they do is vegetarian. The owner and head chef [Marino] is from a nearby town and there are a few Japanese chefs [in his kitchen], and they often use ingredients like miso within their dishes. Not in a really obvious way; you just get this little kick of umami. This minestra [reminds me] of pasta e fagioli. When it arrives at the table, the pasta and the soup are separate so you can tip the pasta into the soup or you can eat them separately. It's a joy.



14. The Ravioli With Ricotta, Walnuts and Burnt Garlic at 
Oasis Sapori Antichi



Vallesaccarda, Campania








Since the day it opened in 1988, Oasis Sapori Antichi, in the rural town of Vallesaccarda, a two-hour drive east of the Amalfi Coast, has had ravioli with ricotta, walnuts and burnt garlic on the menu. It's a dish of happenstance: Founder Giuseppina Fischetti neglected a pan on the stovetop and a sauce was born. This could so easily be another accidental origin story, charming but entirely forgettable; but, more than three decades later, it's become the cornerstone of an exceptional kitchen. Now in the hands of Giuseppina's five children and grandchildren (both in the kitchen and front of house), Oasis Sapori Antichi focuses primarily on the ingredients grown just outside town, in the territory of Irpinia with its great natural resources. The garlic used in their sauce -- toasted, rather than burnt, until it has a savory toffee-like flavor -- is blended with the area's malizia walnuts and olive oil produced by the Fischetti family less than a mile from the front door. The ravioli is also made daily and filled with local cow's milk ricotta and flecks of minced parsley. The restaurant itself looks like a slightly theatrical living room, with its scattering of Persian rugs and tall candlesticks. But while the service is formal and elegant, the family's natural ease warms the room. 
Suggested wine pairing: Boccella Rosa Taurasi Aglianico 2015. -- Rachel Roddy



8/10 Via Provinciale



Corradin:
 The garlic tastes more smoky than burnt. I first had it 14 years ago, and I spent part of my life thinking about when I could go back. I've been back several times since.



Palluda:
 No one has said that to me in my life.



Corradin: 
The dream of each and every chef.



15. The Spaghetti all'Assassina at Al Sorso Preferito



Bari, Puglia








A few years ago, if you had asked anyone outside of Bari about spaghetti all'Assassina they'd have given you a blank stare. The dish was so specific to the capital of Puglia that only one or two restaurants served it. The method, which was handed down to Pierino Lonigro, the owner of the town's Al Sorso Preferito, by the supposed inventor of this dish, in the 1960s, involves cooking the spaghetti into a tomato sauce filled with pepperoncini until the mixture forms a crust that's spicy and slightly crispy. It's a difficult technique to get right, but Lonigro credits his well-seasoned cast-iron pan that he's been using for decades. He bought the restaurant in 1974; that same year, he moved it to its current location in the elegant Murat neighborhood. Most locals start with the mixed antipasto, an array of raw and cooked seafood, before having the Assassina. Legend has it that the name of this dish came from the fact that the spiciness of the sauce almost killed customers, though Lonigro's version, a nice balance of sweetness and mild heat, presents very little danger. 
Suggested wine pairing: Paololeo Alture Susumaniello 2020. -- E.M.



40 
Via Vito Nicola De Nicolo



Moyer-Nocchi:
 While the concept is easy enough, it takes an experienced hand to produce the desired effect: crispy, fiery spaghetti. Al Sorso Preferito may be an unassuming, few-frills restaurant, but it's the mecca for this dish.



16. The Spaghettone all'Amatriciana at 
Santo Palato



Rome








When you order spaghettone all'amatriciana at Santo Palato near the Basilica di San Giovanni in Rome, the servers tell you that it will take at least 15 minutes. This is both a courtesy and reassurance that the thick spaghetti will be boiled to order, not always the case in a city where, more often than you might imagine, the reliance on precooked pasta keeps service swift, but means the dishes can often lack texture. Santo Palato is a small trattoria, simply furnished and decorated with Futurist-style posters, the daily specials chalked-up on a blackboard. The chef and owner, Sarah Cicolini, sources the spaghettone from a Roman pasta maker called Pastificio Lagano, and the jarred cherry tomatoes from Agricola Paglione, a farm in Puglia. The pigs' cheek guanciale and the sheep's milk Pecorino Romano cheese she chooses are also from small producers. One of the four canonical Roman pasta dishes, amatriciana is the sum of these four parts, which Cicolini -- often visible through an opening into the kitchen -- brings together expertly. 
Suggested wine pairing: Cantina Ribela Saittole 2020. -- R.R.



4 A/B Piazza Tarquinia



Secchi: 
When I first went there, about seven years ago, Sarah was one of the very few women in this new avant-garde of Roman chefs, and she was cooking offal, which had always been butch men territory.



Moyer-Nocchi: 
Santo Palato is a seamless combination of an old trattoria and modern design and it reflects Sarah's approach to the way she reconceptualizes traditional Roman food.



Secchi:
 She cooks all the four classic Roman pastas and she does it damn well.



17. The Squash Tortelli at 
Dal Pescatore Santini



Runate, Lombardy








Tortelli di zucca, a winter squash stuffed pasta, is made a little differently throughout Lombardy but perfected at Dal Pescatore, outside of Mantova (the dish's supposed birthplace), in the village of Runate. Much can go wrong with this seasonal pasta (at its best in autumn), from the inclusion of amaretti cookies at some places to the addition of strange, mustardy candied fruits at others; it can be too sweet, too spicy, too sour or otherwise unbalanced. Perhaps worst of all, the dish can be oversauced, with a creamy topping drowning out the flavor and texture of the pasta. But at Dal Pescatore, the chefs Nadia and Giovanni Santini have made tortelli the centerpiece: from the slight bite of the outer rim to the tender interior that encloses the filling. The five pieces they provide -- which aren't so much coated with as touched by butter and Parmigiano-Reggiano -- are just enough. 
Suggested wine pairing: Ca' del Bosco Annamaria Clementi Franciacorta 2015. -- Andrew Sean Greer



15 Riserva del Parco Oglio Sud



Secchi:
 It's in the middle of nowhere, but they have a helicopter pad there, so people from Milano fly in and have dinner. That place is an institution.



Corradin:
 The first time I went to Dal Pescatore, Nadia realized I was sick and she cooked me tortellini en brodo [tortellini in broth]; after that, I could've eaten a 25-course meal. But I agree with Stefano that the iconic dish there is tortelli di zucca.



18. The Strangozzi at 
Enoteca L'Alchimista



Montefalco, Umbria








At first glance, strangozzi looks like spaghetti. But unlike that more ubiquitous pasta, which tends to originate in factories, the slightly chubbier strangozzi are hand-rolled, hand-pulled and mostly found in central Italy. At L'Alchimista, established in 2001 in the medieval Umbrian hill town of Montefalco, the chef and co-owner Patrizia Moretti makes it the old-fashioned way: with just water and extra-fine "00" wheat flour, which makes them pleasantly chewy. Go in the warm weather and you'll likely be seated at an outdoor table in what might be one of Italy's prettiest piazzas. This, too, is the time of year Moretti serves the pasta with tender greens foraged from nearby fields or with a pesto, made from two of the greens and wild garlic. If you come in summer, you might find your plate of strangozzi tossed with zucchini and in fall, topped with black truffles. 
Suggested wine pairing: a young trebbiano Spoletino from Tenuta Bellafonte. -- E.M.



14 Piazza del Comune



Davies:
 When I was last there, there was a strangozzi with wild herbs -- [ones] no one will have ever heard of that you collect in the Umbrian countryside. It's just a very simple dish but it's special
. 
One is called strigoli and another is vitalba, whose English names are not very appetizing (bladder campion and old man's beard). They're herbs that need to be picked young and have been foraged for centuries -- it's a really ancient sort of dish.



19. The Tagliolino Cacio e Burro at 
Cibreo Caffe



Florence








Cibreo Caffe, the more informal outpost of a small, influential group of restaurants near Mercato Sant'Ambrogio (the locals' preferred traditional food market), opened in 1983, and it's still one of Florence's most inviting places to stop in for a negroni and a snack (say, a pizzetta). But those in the know head straight for the cacio e burro. Here, the ultimate comfort food -- pasta doused in melted butter and cheese -- is approached with the same earnestness you might expect of fussier fare: Butter, Parmigiano-Reggiano and hot milk are blended together with enough force that it forms a paste, which melts into a cream on contact with the hot pasta -- at Cibreo, it's tagliolini, the narrower, more delicate sibling of tagliatelle. Its yolk-yellow color, and faint sweetness, comes from the unlikely addition of boiled carrots into the puree. 
Suggested wine pairing: Podere Erica l'Erica Rose Sangiovese 2022. -- M.O.



5r Via Andrea del Verrocchio



Corradin: 
If we mention Cibreo, we have to mention the tagliolino cacio e burro.



Secchi: 
Oh, I agree.



Emiko Davies: 
Cibreo is my go-to restaurant in Florence. My husband worked there, as the head sommelier, but he doesn't anymore. The cacio e burro is still one of my favorite dishes there. Fabio Picchi [the founder of Cibreo who died in 2022] cheekily called it "rubato," stolen, because it's a revisitation of another iconic Florentine dish, the taglierini gratinati from Harry's Bar, a favorite since the 1950s.



20. The Tagliolini With Lobster at 
Ristorante Cecio



Corniglia, Liguria








Set atop a steep hill on a particularly dramatic stretch of Italian coastline, Corniglia is considered the quietest of the touristy Cinque Terre villages. When you finally reach town, after climbing a 382-step brick stairway up a rocky cliff from the train station (or taking the shuttle bus), you'll be ready for a large plate of pasta. Ristorante Cecio in Corniglia -- which has been family owned and operated since 1976 -- is the place to find it. The menu revolves around local seafood that's sourced daily and pasta dishes by the head chef, Gabriele Pittavini, who's honed his craft over the 20 years he spent operating a fresh pasta shop. One favorite is the tagliolini all'astice, a thin, homemade egg pasta with lobster, available for a minimum of two people. At first glance, it's a flamboyant dish: a cherry-red claw reaches straight up from the ribbons of pasta, adorned with fat morsels of pink meat and a sprinkling of parsley. Half a lobster fills one side of the plate. Upon tasting it, however, you'll find it showcases the fresh ingredients without overembellishing them. Be sure to reserve a table outside: The view from the veranda alone justifies a visit. 
Suggested wine pairing: Cinque Terre DOC 2023. -- L.E.



58 Via Serra



Davies: 
I've been going here with my family for well over a decade -- we love the Cinque Terre but it's changed a lot and this trattoria has always stayed the same. The seafood is incredibly fresh. There's nothing like a summertime dinner there.



21. The Tajarin al Ragu at 
Osteria da Gemma



Roddino, Piedmont








Gemma Boeri has been hand-rolling and cutting tajarin pasta for the locals in Roddino, a small town in southern Piedmont,
 
for almost four decades. "Why would I stop? This is what I know how to do," she says. The large glass window connecting the dining area of her hilltop trattoria with the prep room affords a view of Boeri and her helpers preparing the long, skinny strands of egg pasta (similar to spaghetti but with a golden hue), while the outside-facing windows overlook the Langhe hills known for producing quality food and wine, including Barolo. Boeri serves the tajarin (the Piedmontese word for tagliolini, a thinner version of tagliatelle) with a thick beef ragu sauce, which she says has won over diners because it reminds them of the comfort food they enjoyed when they were kids. "There's no secret, I just prepare the food like nonna used to," she says. It can take several months to get a reservation. Yet da Gemma has nonetheless remained relaxed and unpretentious: its walls lined with photos dating back to when Boeri first started serving customers in 1986. She serves only a single fixed menu that, in addition to the tajarin, includes Piedmontese classics, such as beef tartare and 
agnolotti del plin,
 the area's signature stuffed pasta (see No. 1). 
Suggested wine pairing: Agricola Gianpiero Marrone La Pantalera Barbera d'Alba Superiore 2020. -- E.S.



6 Via Guglielmo Marconi



Palluda:
 Every month I go see Gemma just to kiss her hand. It's true, I'm not joking. She's our pope.



Secchi:
 Her place is in the mountains. It's very hard to get to, and it's very blue-collar. When you sit down to eat, everything is served family-style, and the amount of food that comes to your table is ... I mean, completely unnecessary. Gemma is like the original nonna. A few times a week, all the nonnas in the village come to roll pasta with her, and then they all sit down together for lunch. How does that tradition carry on when her time passes? There's got to be a way.



22. The Tortelloni With Ricotta, Parmesan and Butter at 
Hosteria Giusti



Modena, Emilia-Romagna








Salumeria Giusti
, 
in operation since at least 1605, is reported to be the world's oldest delicatessen, but that's not its only claim to fame. Beyond the antique wood and marble counter a hallway leads to a tiny dining room with only four tables. Reservations here are among Modena's most coveted, especially after the restaurant, a favorite of locals for decades, was featured on the Netflix series "Master of None" in 2017. Daniele Morandi, whose grandparents opened
 
Hosteria in 1989, is in charge of the pasta making. He rolls out each sheet of dough by hand with a long wooden pin and shapes every raviolo and tortellino with skill and speed he learned from his grandmother. Among his most popular offerings are tortelloni -- pillowy larger versions of typical Modenese tortellini -- filled with a mix of local ricotta, aged Parmigiano-Reggiano, spinach and freshly grated nutmeg. Bathed in an emulsion of pasta water and unpasteurized French butter, the dish is a study in simplicity. (Lunch only, though dinner can be prearranged for groups of 12 or more.) 
Suggested wine pairing: Corte d'Aibo Spungola Sauvignon Blanc 2022. -- L.E.



75 Via Luigi Carlo Farini



Secchi: 
I worked there when I first moved to Modena, but only after I went to 30 different places to taste fresh pasta. In terms of technique and ambience, Giusti blew my mind. And that tortelloni? I think the ricotta is still warm when it's delivered to the kitchen. It just disintegrates in your mouth.



23. The Traditional Lasagna at 
Al Cambio



Bologna, Emilia-Romagna




A square of lasagna topped with a meat sauce.




In a bland, busy neighborhood not far from Bologna's exhibition center, Al Cambio has been drawing a business crowd during weekday lunches and couples and families for dinner and on weekends for the past three decades. After booking weeks in advance, they file into the spare, white and beige dining room, debate the offerings on the extensive wine list (dominated by varieties from the Emilia-Romagna region) and settle in for a long lunch or dinner of local specialties, from breaded veal cutlets and mortadella to sformatino (a type of potato souffle). But the most ordered -- and scrutinized -- dish is the one that bears the city's name: lasagna alla Bolognese. Like most places in town, Al Cambio offers a seven-layer lasagna made with jade-green spinach noodles sandwiched between coats of bechamel and ragu. But Al Cambio's ragu is meatier than most, made with beef minced together with prosciutto and pork sausage, and then topped with a thick layer of the ragu, the "final flourish," as the manager Piero Pompili says: "It's our way of symbolizing Bologna's food heritage." 
Suggested wine pairing: San Patrignano Avi Sangiovese di Romagna Superiore Riserva 2019. -- Vicky Bennison



150 Via Stalingrado



Stefano Secchi:
 People are going to have a lot of opinions about where to find the best [lasagna alla Bolognese in Bologna], but for me, this is it. It has the perfect amount of crispness and gooeyness.



24. The Trofie With Pesto at 
Antica Osteria di Vico Palla



Genoa








Pesto alla Genovese -- the pungent bright green sauce made from basil, extra-virgin olive oil, Parmigiano-Reggiano, pecorino, pine nuts, garlic and salt -- can be tossed with almost any shape of pasta, from spaghetti to fusilli. Its most authentic pairing, however, is trofie, a short, hand-twisted noodle typical of Recco
,
 just down the coast from Genoa. It's here that the most commonly known pesto originated (what's thought to be the earliest printed recipe appeared in the 1863 book "La Cuciniera Genovese"), and at Antica Osteria di Vico Palla the dish is served at its most elemental. The rustic restaurant -- where patrons sit at simple wooden tables laid with brown paper place mats under vaulted brick ceilings that date back to the 1500s -- serves its trofie pesto mixed with boiled potatoes and green beans, as local families have for generations. The menu changes daily; ask for this dish if you don't see it. 
Suggested wine pairing: a young
 
vermentino di Albenga from the Ligurian coast. -- Marianna Cerini



15/r Vico Palla



Palluda:
 You can't have a list of Italian dishes without pesto. It's the most popular condimento in the world. It's very light, it's modern, and it's easy to make. If you want to blend it, instead of making it with a mortar, and you want to make a good, lively pesto, you really should have cold ingredients.



Corradin
: In Genoa, poor people added potatoes and green beans to their pasta with pesto to make it a piatto unico, richer in nutrients but still affordable. [It's common] to eat it scarpetta, the Italian ritual of scraping up the remaining sauce with bread. But here you use potatoes instead of bread. The beauty of this kind of dish and this kind of trattoria is that they're both reminders that, in Italy, you don't have to be rich to enjoy a good meal.



25. The Vincisgrassi at 
Osteria Dei Fiori



Macerata, Marche








Tourists tend to flock to Macerata, a small hilltop city in the eastern part of the Marche region, for two reasons: The summer opera festival and the decidedly unsummery seven-layer baked pasta dish known as vincisgrassi. Letizia Carducci, one of the three siblings who have been running the 30-seat Osteria Dei Fiori, which opened in 1980 on a cobblestone street close to the main square, says the dish evolved from princisgras, a pasta casserole made with black truffles and prosciutto that was served to the local nobility in the 18th century. In the Marcerate province, resourceful housewives made a ragu using meat from various farmyard animals, including bones and offal; that's the recipe that Iginia and her brother, Paolo (they cook; their sister Letizia is the maitre'd), have built on to make their vincisgrassi, which consists of duck, chicken, rabbit and a little pork. Dessert wine, vino cotto, also plays a key role: It's added to the dough that the Carduccis knead into silk-thin pasta sheets, then used to saute the chicken and duck livers, which are stirred into the sauce at the very end. The meaty ragu covers the four bottom layers, while the top one is reserved for the nutmeg-inflected bechamel sauce. Baked in an oven, the whole thing is both earthy and luxurious, with subtle hints of smoke. 
Suggested wine pairing: Gajole Verdicchio di Matelica 2021. -- V.B.



61 Via Lauro Rossi



Secchi: 
What is vincisgrassi? I've never had it.



Corradin: 
It's Macerata's ancestral lasagna. One story says that it's named for an Austrian officer named Windisch-Graetz who was stationed in Macerata province around the early 1800s.



Moyer-Nocchi: 
Lasagna has become a specific dish, associated with a specific place. The Maceratese prefer not to call their dish a lasagna, even though it, too, is a rich, layered pasta dish.



Palluda: 
When these dishes were born, there were no computers [people didn't sit all day] and no radiators. They stayed warm with a fire, but with the food also. They expended calories to stay warm. People ate just one meal every day.



Moyer-Nocchi: 
Historically, you'd only eat these things once or twice a year. It's not like you'd be picking these dishes off a menu every day. In the meantime, you'd be eating much more frugally: cabbage, beans, leafy greens.



Palluda: 
Somebody said to me, "Why don't you make some of these traditional pastas lighter?" But that's not the right way to respect the dishes. We can make the portions smaller, but you need to keep the flavor.
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Why TikTok Users Are Blocking Celebrities



A TikTok movement is calling for followers to block famous people over their stances on the Israel-Hamas war. It began at the Met Gala.




Zendaya at the Met Gala last week in a couture gown. Her image, spliced with photographs of Palestinian children, contributed to a TikTok movement. 




By Elizabeth Paton


May 17, 2024


As protests over the 
war in Gaza
 unfolded blocks away, last week's Met Gala was largely devoid of political statements on the red carpet. That the organizers of fashion's most powerful annual spectacle (one for which 
tickets cost $75,000 this year
) achieved this feat proved 
surprising to many observers
. Less than two weeks later, though, a fast-growing online protest movement is taking shape. At least, it is on TikTok, the social media platform that was a sponsor of the Met event.



Blockout 2024, also referred to as Operation Blockout or Celebrity Block Party, targets high-profile figures who participants feel are not using their profiles and platforms to speak out about the Israel-Hamas war and wider humanitarian crises. Here's what has happened so far, what supporters hope to achieve and why it all began.



How did it start?



The criticism began on May 6, when Haley Kalil (
@haleyybaylee on social media
), an influencer who was a host on E! News before the event, posted a TikTok video of herself wearing a lavish 18th-century-style floral gown and headdress with audio from Sofia Coppola's 2006 film "Marie Antoinette," in which Kirsten Dunst proclaims, "Let them eat cake!"



The clip (for which Ms. Kalil later apologized and which was deleted) was viewed widely. Given the current global conflicts and humanitarian crises, critics described it as "tone deaf." Then posts emerged 
comparing ostentatious costumes
 worn by celebrities on the Met red carpet to scenes from "The Hunger Games," in which affluent citizens in opulent outfits wine and dine while watching the suffering of the impoverished districts for sport.




Haley Kalil, the influencer whose TikTok post about the Met Gala parroted Marie Antoinette, left the Mark Hotel for the event.




Images of Zendaya, a Met Gala co-chair, spliced with 
photographs of Palestinian children
, incited the online masses. A rallying cry soon came from 
@ladyfromtheoutside
, a TikTok creator who found inspiration in Ms. Kalil's parroting of Marie Antoinette.



"It's time for the people to conduct what I want to call a digital guillotine -- a 'digitine,' if you will," she said in a May 8 
video post with two million views
. "It's time to block all the celebrities, influencers and wealthy socialites who are not using their resources to help those in dire need. We gave them their platforms. It's time to take it back, take our views away, our likes, our comments, our money."



"Block lists" of celebrities thought to be deserving of being blocked were published and widely shared online.



What do the social-media protesters want?



The movement is made up of pro-Palestinian supporters who have been assessing the actions and words of A-listers in order to decide if they have adequately responded to the conflict. If they have said nothing or not enough, the movement calls for those supporting Gaza to block that celebrity on social media. What constitutes sufficient action by the famous person -- be it calls for a cease-fire, donations to aid charities or statements -- appears unclear and can vary from celebrity to celebrity.



What is the point of blocking celebrities?



"Blockout" supporters argue that blocking is important because brands look at data on the followers and engagement of influencers and celebrities on social media before choosing whether to work with them to promote a product. Blocking someone on social media means you no longer see any posts from the person's accounts, and it gives the blocker more control over who has access to their own updates and personal information. It can have more impact than unfollowing a celebrity account because many product deals thrive on targeted ads and views that can accumulate even if a user simply sees a post, without liking or sharing it.



If enough people block a content creator, it could 
reduce the creator's ability to make money
. Also, adherents of this thinking say, why follow someone whose values don't align with yours?



Who are the key targets?



Attendees with huge followings, like Zendaya, Kim Kardashian and Kylie Jenner, have been at the top of the chopping blocks. But so have celebrities who didn't attend the gala this year, including Justin Bieber, Taylor Swift and Selena Gomez.



Vogue, which 
according to Puck News
 published 570 Met Gala stories on its platforms and recorded more than a billion video views of content from the night, has also been targeted because of its ties to the event.



"The Met Gala is by far and away Vogue's biggest cash cow," Elaina Bell, a former Vogue employee, said 
in a TikTok post with 850,000 views
. She explained that the event sold sponsorships "based on the data of past events," adding, "How the Met Gala is seen is so important to the bottom line of Vogue specifically but also to Conde Nast."



And wasn't there some ballyhoo about the theme?



It certainly raised some eyebrows. The dress code was "The Garden of Time," inspired by the J.G. Ballard short story of the same name. It's an allegorical tale about an aristocratic couple isolated in their estate of fading beauty harassed by an enormous crowd preparing to overrun and destroy the space. Rather on the nose.




Protesters on the street during the Met Gala on May 6. 




Are there critics of the movement?



Yes. Some posts say the blockout is a negative example of "
cancel culture
." Others suggest that, 
like other social media-led movements
, it is digital posturing that generates little meaningful change.



Some argue that celebrities do not have a duty (or the awareness) to speak out on complicated geopolitical issues, and they question why it matters what famous people think about those issues, anyway. Others feel the movement has blurred parameters, given that some A-listers, like Jennifer Lopez and Billie Eilish, have previously shown support for a cease-fire in Gaza but are being punished for not speaking up now.



So what has come out of it so far?



Several stars on the widely circulated block lists, including 
Lizzo
 and the influencer 
Chris Olsen
, posted their first public videos asking followers to donate in support of aid organizations serving Palestinians. Blockout supporters have also worked to "boost" celebrities who have recently spoken about the conflict, like Macklemore, Dua Lipa and The Weeknd.



According to metrics from the analytics company Social Blade, many names on block lists have lost tens or hundreds of thousand of followers per day since the "digitine" began. But murky claims that stars like Kim Kardashian have lost millions of followers are unsubstantiated.



What happens now?



Will more A-listers start speaking out on the red carpet as a result of the lists? It is too soon to tell. But for frequent users of TikTok, the brand aura of the Met Gala is being profoundly altered. And while social-media-led boycotts are by no means unprecedented, this latest movement is 
a clear example of the growing power of creators
 to redistribute or even weaponize  platforms that are cornerstones of a modern celebrity-centric -- and capitalist -- system.
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One Japanese Word Changed the Course of Her Career



Devin Halbal had amassed hundreds of thousands of TikTok followers with her inspirational videos. Then she went to Asia.




Devin Halbal at an Opening Ceremony party in Brooklyn in 2022. She has since expanded her reach with travel content in Japan and South Korea.




By Jessica Roy


May 15, 2024


In January, the travel and fashion influencer Devin Halbal decided to take a trip to Kurashiki, a city in the Okayama Prefecture of Japan. Ms. Halbal, a Queens-born 26-year-old who goes by the username "Hal Baddie" on TikTok, had spent four years traveling around Europe with an extra-long selfie stick and a dream, sharing videos with hundreds of thousands of followers.



Ms. Halbal had become known for coining inspirational phrases, like "
doll check-in
" as a proud calling card to her fellow trans girls, and "
Met Gala behavior
," for when you're feeling and acting confident about what you're wearing. Her fame seemed to peak in 2022 when she was 
profiled
 by W magazine and Rolling Stone, and 
invited
 on a brand trip to Ibiza by Loewe. But after globe-trotting and a few months off with friends in New York, she wanted to do more than "fashion and affirmations," she said in a recent interview.



It was with this mind-set that she set off for Asia. Ms. Halbal said she loves finding places that are off the beaten path and close to nature -- and Kurashiki, a small city of less than half a million people 
known
 as 
the birthplace of jeans in Japan
, fit the bill.



She was experimenting, posting different types of travel videos. At the same time, she was learning Japanese, and there was one word she kept hearing everywhere: kudasai, which translates to "may I please have."



"It kept on ringing in my head," she said. "I would just be sitting down on a random Tuesday and I would just be thinking to myself: 
kudasai
, 
kudasai
." She decided to make 
a video
 of herself using the word while walking down the street: "Sushi, kudasai," (sushi, please) she says in a sing-songy voice while strutting with her selfie stick. "Ocha, kudasai." (Tea, please.)



To date, the video has gotten more than 13.5 million views.



"I had no idea, out of all my content, that the one video that just goes super, super viral all throughout Asia is me saying five words," Ms. Halbal said.



The video's success convinced her to extend her stay in Japan; she went to Tokyo, Takamatsu, Mt. Fuji and Yamanashi, making videos about 
food
, travel and the Japanese language. She 
made friends
 and 
volunteered on a farm
. She started not just getting recognized on the street, but swarmed by 
fans
. A quick trip to pick up some bubble tea became a two hour meet-and-greet. Then the fan 
accounts
 started cropping up, as did 
media coverage
, calling her the "kudasai girl."



"Now, 'kudasai' is the trend word in Japan," a Japanese TikToker named Sorari said in a video 
posted
 last month, expressing surprise about how quickly and thoroughly Ms. Halbal's content spread.



Ms. Halbal's trip, originally planned for two weeks, turned into two months, and her reach expanded beyond Japan to other countries.



She started getting comments in Korean, Thai, Hindi, Nepali and Mandarin. "I'm like, 'I have to do an Asia tour,'" she said. "What better way to continue learning about other cultures and continue learning about languages?"



Ms. Halbal attributes her success to the way she tries to actually speak the language and engage with different cultures wherever she goes. "I'm actually trying to pronounce the food in the way that they pronounce it -- I'm not doing it with an American accent," she said.



Last month, Ms. Halbal left Japan and traveled to Busan, South Korea. She's still saying 
kudasai, 
but now she's also started incorporating Korean into her vernacular, including the word for please, 
juseyo
.




Ms. Halbal in Los Angeles at a Loewe party this month.




Now, the largest percentage of her followers 
on Instagram
, where Ms. Halbal also shares her videos, are from the United States, but South Korea comes in second. At 
a recent meet-up at Korea University
 in Seoul, hundreds of fans crowded around her on the street, jostling to take selfies with her, or to give her food recommendations and ask her to speak in their language.



"Showcasing people's food, showcasing people's culture, in a way is a sense of community," Ms. Halbal said. "You're saying: I respect you, I value you and I value your food."



She is continuing to tour Asia, with plans to potentially go to China, the Philippines and Malaysia. She said she was also weighing a permanent move to South Korea or Japan.



"I feel really at home here," Ms. Halbal said. "People are so sweet. They treat me like I'm their family. So even though I'm 'solo traveling,' I never feel alone here."



In South Korea, she said, some 
fans
 have started asking her to get into pop music.



"Especially in Korea, I think there's a certain rhyme and cadence to the way that I'm speaking that they really want me to make music," she said.



Is she ready to make the leap?



"I'm entering my K-pop star era," Ms. Halbal teased.
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